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Editorial
WHEN BEREAVEMENT came to Martha and Mary at Bethany the Lord Jesus
comforted them and spoke words which have thrilled the hearts of His believing
people ever since - ((l n6 the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me,
though he were dead, yet shall he live: and whosoever liveth and believeth in me
shall never die" (John ll:25-26).

This is one of the most remarkable chapters in the New Testament, wonderful
in its grandeur and pathos. How calmly and confidently the Lord speaks. He
turned their thoughts to Himself in that hour of agony. He declares that for
those who trust in Him, life and death have no insoluble problems. The life He
gives is untouched by death. Physical death is not the end; that only touches the
surface, it cannot touch the soul.

Our Lord's words are confirmed by the fact of His own resurrection. If He did
not rise then there is no consolation to be had; everything hinges on the fact that
He rose triumphantly on the third day. Luke in the Acts of the Apostles says that
He "showed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs" (l:3).

Because He lives, His believing people shall live also. The Prince of Life is ever
the Conqueror of death. We have reason to rejoice, then, in the great light which
has shined into the region of the shadow of death. Let us lift up our hearts in glad
thanksgiving that "death is swallowed up in victory".

"Jesus lives! our hearts know well
Nought from us His love shall sever;
Life, nor death, nor powers of hell,
Tear us from His keeping ever."
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The Risen Christ
A Sermon by the Editor

"I am he that liveth, and wos dead; and, behold, I om alivefor eyermore. Amen;
and hove the keys of hell and of death" (Revelation 1:18)

THIS CHAPTER contains one of the most glowing and vivid pictures of the
risen Lord Jesus. It records the vision which came to the Apostle John, exiled as
he was on Patmos "for the word of God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ".
John was so overwhelmed by the splendour and majesty of the Saviour that he
fell at his feet as dead. The Lord graciouslylaid His hand upon him saying, "fear
not; I am the first and the last: I am he that liveth, and was dead". Here is
another of the many "fear nots" of Scripture - they are part of our Christian
inheritance. We would do well to study them and lay them to heart.

In this verse are the two supreme facts of the Christian faith - the death and
resurrection of Christ. These truths cannot really be separated, they stand or fall
together. Christ's death on the cross without the resurrection would be stripped
of its triumph: on the other hand the resurrection without the fact of His atoning
death would have little meaning. The resurrection was not an afterthought; not
an appendix to the faith - it is without doubt a fundamental truth. The Apostle
Paul was inspired to say: "If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus
and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou
shalt be saved" (Romans l0:9).

The crucifix is no symbol of our faith, for the Saviouris not dead but alive. we
worship a living God who has triumphed over death and all its powers. other
religions have relics of their founders which they hold in reverence. In Medina a
little dust is all that remains of Mohammed. In India a single tooth is all that
is left of Buddha, but we have no relics, for christ lives in the power of an
endless life.

TRAGEDY TRANSFORMED

The death of christ was different from that of any other person. To other men
death often comes to frustrate their work and bring it to an untimely end. Christ's
death on the other hand consummated, crowned and completed His work.

other men die because they cannot help it, but Jesus willed to die - "I lay
down my life that I might take it again. No man taketh it from me, but I lay it
down of myself" (John 10:17-18). on the cross after His triumphant cry, "It is
finished", we read that "He gave up the ghost" (i.e. He dismissed His spirit).

He tasted the full bitterness of death as no one ever did. before or since. ,,He
who knew no sin was made sin for us". Death's sting was felt in all its horror and
He exhausted all its bitterness. His enemies felt triumphant and doubtless
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congratulated themselves as darkness fell on the day of the crucifixion. This was
the day they had long sought and it brought their devilish plans to fruition. To
the disciples it was a day of sorrow and utter hopelessness, for their Lord had
been overwhelmed by a cruel and shameful death.

Yet as always the last word is with God. When things outwardly seemed at
their worst, God acted decisively - He raised His Son from the dead. If the cross
was the end then we would be of all men the most to be pitied - defeat and
disaster would stare us in the face. But death was not able to hold Him,
reinforced as death was by the great stone, the seal and the soldiers set to keep
guard. Death could not detain Him any longer.

It is hardly possible to imagine a more depressed and discouraged group of
men than the disciples after the crucifixion - they only wanted to escape and
hide themselves. Their faith was shattered and their hopes eclipsed. The cross
had turned their hearts to stone, the bottom had dropped out of their world, they
were bewildered and stunned. What the travellers to Emmaus said was true of
the rest: "We trusted that it had been he which should have redeemed Israel"
(Luke 24:.21) - their faith was all in the past. How slow they were to grasp the
reality of the resurrection and this was in spite of the fact that Christ frequently
spoke of it. After the great declaration of faith at Caesarea Philippi, J'esus
began "to show unto his disciples, how that he must . . . be killed, and be raised
again the third day" (Matthew 16:21). But they were dull of hearing and they
failed to understand. They did not realise that the cross was in the purpose of
God (Acts 2:23).

But the apparent tragedy of the cross was overcome by a mighty victory on the
third day and because of this the disciples themselves were men tranformed and
invigorated. These defeated men, previously so fearful, became strangers to
fear. They were lifted above despair and went everywhere proclaiming the
triumph of the cross. Christ risen and alive was for the apostles the one
dominating reality of life, as well as the centre of all their preaching. The seeming
tragedy of the cross became the greatest triumph of all time: the medium
whereby the Father would be glorified and the Son eternally exalted as the
supreme Head of His redeemed people.

. 
GOD'S TESTIMONY TO CHRIST

There are three occasions recorded when God broke the silence of heaven and
bore testimony to His Son. At the baptism in the Jordan and at the
Transfiguration God spoke identical words: "This is my beloved Son, in whom I
am well pleased." Then a few days before the cross Jesus spoke about His
approaching death and what it would mean. In response to His prayer, "Father
glorify thy name", there came a voice from heaven saying: "I have both
glorified it and will glorify it again" (John 12:27-28).
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In the resurrection God bore the greatest testimony of all in raising the Lord
Jesus from the dead and then exalting Him to the throne in heaven. If there had
been no resurrection we would have been left in doubt as to what Christ had
accomplished on the cross. The resurrection was the public acknowledgement or
token of God's acceptance of the work of Christ: the full and unqualified
satisfaction of the atonement that He wrought. How thankful we are that we
have such testimony by God to His Son. This truth continued to thrill the hearts
of the Lord's people - Peter in old age breaks out into a doxology as he takes up
his pen to write his first epistle. "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again
unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead."

The resurrection of Christ is the pledge of our complete salvation for He was
delivered for our offences but raised again for our justification. It is also the
pledge and assurance of the believer's resurrection for Christ is the first fruits of
those who sleep (l Corinthians l5:20).

Christ's resurrection is quite different from those He raised to life again
during His ministry - Jairus's daughter; the widow's son at Nain, and Lazarus.
They were called back to life only eventually to die again. Jesus was the first to
enter into a new and indestructible life. He rose and is alive for evermore. Death
has no further hold or dominion over Him.

He rose with a glorified body. His body is a pattern of what the believer's will be-
"we shall all be changed . . . the dead shall be raised incorruptible" (l Corinthians
15:52). One day we shall be like Him for we shall see Him as He is (1 John 3:2).

Death is the greatest problem that has confronted mankind down the cen-
turies. "If a man die shall he live again?" (Job 14: 14) has been the oft repeated
question. The greatest sages and teachers have tried to give an answer and failed.
Death has remained the terrible and insoluble mystery. In the resurrection of
Christ the full and final answer has been given. Death has been defeated, it is no
longer an insoluble mystery for He has brought life and immortality to light
through the Gospel. When He overcame the sharpness of death He opened the
kingdom of heaven to all believers. Christ is Lord over death. Hebrews 2:14 says
that the Saviour partook of flesh and blood that "through death he might
destroy him that had the power of death, that is the devil; and deliver them who
through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage".

What then is death? Is it the final end and extinction of life? No! For the
Lord's people it is but the passage into life in all its fulness - '([n thy presence is
fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore" (Psalm l6: I I ).

The resurrection means that the Christ who defeated death is alive today. He is
still the same victor over sin and death. He can be known personally as a living,
loving Saviour.

Like Peter we can rejoice with joy unspeakable in the certainty of the life of
the world to come. 

M.H.
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For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

TRUSTING IN HIM

THE CAR WINDSCREEN was frosted up, so before setting off on our
journey, my husband, who was driving, quickly scraped a clear space so that he
could see where to go.

The windscreen in front of my passenger seat was not so clear, so when we
were driving along I could not see the road so well.

"Oh, be careful. Can you see where you're going?" I asked nervously.
"Don't worry," was the reply. "I can see fine."
So I had to trust in the driver - his view was better than mine. He could

see clearly.
The Lord Jesus can see our circumstances so much better than we can. His

view of our life is perfect and complete, whereas we have a view that is only
partial. Our weakness, our inability, our sin, all mar our vision and cause us to
worry and fret about where we are going and what we are doing. But if we place
our trust firmly in the Lord Jesus He will take us safely on our life's journey.

"Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own under-
standing. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths"
(Proverbs 3:5-6).

Eventually the windscreen on my side cleared up too. I could see clearly where
we were going.

The Lord Jesus wants us to be able to see too. He told Paul to go to preach to
the Gentiles and one of the purposes was so that their eyes would be opened so
that they would see - so that they would see their own sin and also that they
would see the beauty and wonder of the Lord Jesus Himself. The Lord in His
Word gives us enlightenment so that we can ' 'know what is the hope of his calling
and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints' ' (Ephesians I : I 8).

What a great view to get! What a difference to our lives if we lived committed
to the calling of God, looking forward to being with Him in glory and trusting in
His wonderful power.

PIJZZLF.

David, in the book of Psalms, speaks a lot about trusting in the Lord.
Find the missing words from the Psalms (the number is given in the brackets).

The answers spell out our responsibility to God.

l. He shall not be afraid of evil
in the Lord (Psalm 112).

4l

I: his heart is fixed, trusting
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2. So shall I have wherewith to answer him that
trust in thy word (Psalm 119).

3. He shall cover thee with his feathers, and
shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thv shield

l ''
I .

B
b.
@.w
g

a
F.

t?
f:'
t::.
F

E.
ti
l:.: -c

42

me: for I

his wings
and buckler (Psalm 9l).

4. Be merciful unto me, O God, be merciful unto me: for my
trusteth in thee: yea, in the shadow of thy wings will I make my refuge, until
these calamities be overcast (Psalm 57).

5. O my God, I trust in thee: let me not be ashamed, let not mine enemies
over me (Psalm 25).

6. Trust not in
increase, set

, and become not vain in robberv: if riches
not your heart upon them (Psalm 62).

is that man that maketh the Lord his trust. and
respecteth not the proud, nor such as turn aside to lies (Psalm 40).

8. But I am like a green olive tree in the house of God: I trust in the mercv of God
for and ever (Psalm 52).

9. For thou art my hope O Lord God: thou art my trust from my
(Psalm 7l).

7 .

The Precious Blood of Christ
J .  E .  FLEGG

(One time Secretary of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society)

Colossians l:20; Revelation 5:9; I John I:7; Romans S:9; John 6:54;
Revelation 7:14; Revelation I2:l I

THERE IS oNE woRD which is common to these seven passages of scripture -
the word "blood". Here are seven precious blessings - peace, Redemption,
Cleansing, Justification, Life, Purification, and Victory - all through the
precious blood of Jesus Christ.

There is a wonderful charm about the life of the Lord Jesus Christ. Its purity,
sweetness, tenderness, humility, and grace attract; no other life can for one
moment compare with it. He was perfectly unselfish and scattered blessing
and left a fragrance wherever He went. He has left us an example that we
should follow His steps. That life of perfect obedience was necessary, but, as
all have sinned, something more was required. It was essential that sin should
be dealt with.
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The Holy Scriptures in many places refer to blood from Genesis to the
Revelation, from the Altar of Abel to the Song of Paradise. Blood sprinkled on
the lintel and doorpost in the land of Egypt was the protecting token throughout
the land of Goshen. By divine command multitudes of sacrifices were offered in
the Land of Promise. Thus the fact was constantly proclaimed, "without the
shedding of blood is no remission". But -

"Not all the blood of beasts,
On Jewish altars slain;
Could give the guilty conscience peace,
Or wash away the stain."

It was not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could put away sin. They
derived their value from the fact that they pointed to, and were typical of, the
One Great Sacrifice.

By the expression, "the blood of Christ", is meant His sacrificial death. The
blood is the life, and the shedding of blood is the taking of life. ''This is my blood
of the New Testament which is shed for many." He laid down His life for us. We
think of the glorious achievements of the Cross and, contemplating the vast
benefits which flow to us, sinners, we rejoice in the doctrine and sing of the
precious blood 

"what stream is that which sweeps away
My sins, just like a flood;
Nor lets one guilty blemish stay,
'Tis Jesus' precious blood."

Think of -

The Glorious Person by whom this blood was shed

He who died on Calvary was truly man. As we follow the path He trod while
sojourning here, we cannot fail to see how like to us He was. He knew what it
was to be hungry; He suffered weariness. Tired with His journey, He sat by the
well. Exhausted with the labours of the day, He feel asleep in the boat. He shared
the sorrow of the sisters of Lazarus - and "Jesus wept". He tasted sorrow -

aye! None ever knew sorrow so real and deep as He experienced.
Because "the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself

likewise took part of the same". "Being found in fashion as a man." Yes, He
was one with us - bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh. In the nature that had
sinned atonement was to be made. The Redeemer must be a kinsman. In the very
nature that had known defeat, victory was to be won.

But in order that Jesus should be Redeemer it was essential that, though truly
man, He must be more than man. No man can by any means redeem his brother.
Had He been only man as other men, His obedience and sacrifice could merit
nothing for others.
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But Jesus Christ was as truly God as He was truly man. His existence prior to
His incarnation is very plainly taught in the Scriptures of rruth. He claimed to
have come forth from the Father, to be one with the Father. He acted as none but
God has anyright to act, when He pardoned the sinner. He did what no one in his
own power can do, when He raised the dead. One with the Father from eternity
and equal in power and glory, He is the eternal Son of God.

Thus in our Lord Jesus christ we have one Person but two natures, Godhead
and manhood. He is the God-man Mediator. God manifest in the flesh. He can
lay His hand upon both and bring about reconciliation. He who was God
became man for a definite purpose - to save His people from their sins, and
thus finish the work given to Him by the Father. The glory and dignity of His
person imparted to His work a value which otherwise it would not possess, and
that which is affirmed of the blood of christ can be affirmed of no other.

We may notice -

The sacrifice which He offered
This offering was made according to an eternal purpose. The Apostle peter on
the Day of Penteco'st declared: "Him being delivered bythe determinate counsel
and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken and by wicked hands have crucified
and slain". He was the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. There was
nothing accidental about the sacrifice of Jesus Christ.

When sin had entered into the world and cast its lurid shadow over God's fair
creation, and man stood self-condemned before His creator, then the first
intimation of the eternal purpose of God was given when He said, "the seed of
the woman shall bruise the serpent's head". It was foreshadowed in the sacrifice
of the ram in substitution for Isaac. The object for which Christ came into the
world was plainly declared to Joseph prior to His birth: "Thou shalt call his
name Jesus, for He shall sove His people from their srns. " At the back of the
solemn scene of calvary was the eternal purpose of love. "God so loved the
world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should
not perish but have everlasting life."

This great sacrifice was purely voluntary. our Lord said: "Therefore doth my
Father love me, because I lay down my life that I might take it again. No man
taketh it from me, I lay it down of myself." His life was a life untouched by the
contagion of the fall and was not forfeit. In the most absolute and unqualified
sense He voluntarily surrendered His life. He came expressly to do so. "The Son
of man came not to be ministered unto but to minister and to give his life a ransom
for many." Jesus went steadily forward to fulfil the eternal purpose of the Father,
and accomplish the emancipation of His people from the curse of the law. when
He knew that His hour was come that He should be received up, He steadfastly set
His face to go to Jerusalem, well knowing what His going there involved. To the
Garden of Gethsemane, the trial and the cross, doing the will of the Father until
with a loud voice He cried, "It is finished" and "conquered when He died."

F-

lr
t
F
Fr
F

r

i..
i::

r:
I

L;

E
F:



r

The Gospel Magazine

"Hark! the voice of Love and Mercy
Sounds aloud from Calvary;
See! it rends the rocks asunder,
Shakes the earth, and veils the sky:

'It is finished',
Hear the dying Saviour cry."

The life thus sacrificed was free from imperfection. Behold the Lamb of God
without the slightest blemish. Not one of Adam's race is free from sin. "All have
sinned and come short of the glory of God." But the Lamb of God was holy,
harmless, undefiled. He could challenge all to find a single failure. "Which of
you convinceth me of sin?" He was conscious of the approving smile of the
Father all through and could say, "I do always those things that please him".

Thus a Sacrifice was brought to the Altar which was acceptable, and by
which sin could be put away. Man could find no flaw; Pilate found no fault;
Justice could see no blemish. He "put away sin by the sacrifice of himself".
The Sacrifice was accepted, the law satisfied, sin removed, hell defeated, and
the kingdom of heaven opened to all believers, through the shedding of His
precious blood.

HONORARY SECRETARY
AT THE ANNUAL MEETING of the Trustees of the Gospel Magozine,
held in December, it was unanimously agreed to appoint Mr. Peter King as
honorary secretary.

Mr. King has been a reader and a contributor to the Magazine over the past
few years, his articles being much appreciated.

We warmly welcome Mr. and Mrs. King and trust they will find much blessing
in their work for the Lord. We commend them to the prayers of our readers. We
would now ask that all subscriptions be sent to:

Mr. P. King
Hohne Regis
Old School Lane

Beds. SG18 9JL

We are sorry that Mr. David Hughes continues to be unwell. We pray for his
restoration to health and express our thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Hughes for their
work on behalf of the Gospel Mogozine.

45
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RESOLUTION
THE TRUSTEES of the Gospel Magozine, meeting on I 8th December 1996, at
Fleet street, London EC4, view with deep concern the moral and spiritual
condition of the nation and its open abandonment of faith in God and our Lord
Jesus christ, its spirit of greed, symbolised by the National Lottery, and of
violence and licentiousness in films, television, videos and even in national
newspapers.

They call upon the Churches, and in particular upon the ordained ministers of
the Churches, not to debate this matter but to declare the righteous will of God.
There is no need to inquire into what is right, for God has revealed it to us in His
Word. What is needful is that it should be stated clearly by those commissioned
with this task. We earnestly urge this duty upon the ministers of the Christian
churches, that the nation may be in no doubt of its condition before God, and
the urgent need for repentence by all as the only way to escape the wrath of
Almighty God which will otherwise be visited upon the nation.

The Vine and the Branches
DOUGLAS LEVY (Dunstable, Beds)

John 15:l-4

IN JOHN chapters l3 to l6 we have the closing words of Jesus as He realised that
the cross was very near. He knew that was the great purpose for which He had
come into this world, to die on that cross for sinners, to make an atonement for
their sin. For three years Jesus had been with His disciples, they had watched
Him there in Palestine healing the sick, doing wonderful miracles. They had
heard the blessed words that proceeded out of His mouth. They were very near
to Him, and He was very near to them as well. Now the Lord Jesus realised that
His departure was at hand, and was concerned for His disciples. John chapters
l3 to l6 are His closing words of instruction. "I am going away," He said. They
could not understand it. some of them would not believe it. He said, ,,I am going
to leave you". He was going away to perform the great purpose for which Hi
had come to earth, but His desire was to assure them that, though He was going
away, He would still be with them. No longer would they have His bodily
presence. No longer would they be able to look upon Him, physically, and see
Him doing His works, but He was still going to be with them. The great
difference was this: during those three years He was with them, but in the future
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He is going to be ln them, not only in them, but indwelling every believer by the
power of His Holy Spirit. In John 14 you read this wonderful promise of the
Lord Jesus to His disciples and to His Church during all ages: "And I will pray
the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you
for ever; even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth
him not, neither knoweth him;but ye know him: for he dwelleth with you, and
shall be in you" (John 14:16-17).

"I am going to be in you." They could not understand it. They did not
understand it until at Pentecost they experienced the truth of His promise.

Verse I : ' 'I am the true vine and my Father is the husbandman. ' ' That opening
verse tells us that God the Son and God the Father are both employed for the
benefit of His children. Jesus was the True Vine and His Father was the one who
would look after the Vine and those branches in the Vine.

Now, just previous to Jesus saying these words, they had celebrated the
Lord's Supper and had partaken of the bread and the wine. One commentator
says regarding these words about the True Vine that Jesus was saying in effect:
"You have seen the wine, that wine is the symbol of my shed blood. Thot is only
a symbol, but I am the True Vine." It is a good thought and I think perhaps
the right exposition of the verse, "I am the true vine and my Father is the
husbandman".

There are two kinds of brancftes mentioned in this account of Jesus. Some
branches are fruitless - no grapes on them - others are full of luscious grapes.

Verse 2: "Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away." This is
very solemn. It is strong language in verse 6: "If a man abide not in me he is cast
forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the
fire, and they are burned." Fruitless - without fruit! Now, looking casually at
these branches on the Vine, they look very similar, but how different, some
bearing fruit and some fruit/ess. It is just like that in the professing Church today,
or in any age for that matter. There are some who are Church members; they
appear to be true Christians with others; they have their names on a Church roll,
they attend chapel services; they engage in good works, they may perhaps
sometimes pray in public; they may be able to speak the language of Christians,
but some are void of spiritual life. There has been no work of grace in their hearts
and spiritually they are not in Christ, so there is an appearance of a work of grace
but they are not truly born again of the Spirit of God. There is no true fruit in
evidence of a real work of grace. There is the outward performance; they look
the same, but in their heart there is no spiritual fruit, no spiritual life. In man's
sight they are not much different from one another, but in God's sight He knows
those that are His own. Oh! that will be the day when there will be the great
separating work; where there is no fruit in the heart, where there has only been an
outward profession and no inward fruit of the work of God's Spirit, they will be
cast out into the fire and they will be burned. Two kinds of branches, the fruitless
and the fruitful.
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But then, "every branch that bears fruit he purges that it may bear more
fruit". Oh ! the fruitful branch, how different ! Verse 16 is a wonderful verse isn't
it? "Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye
should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain; that
whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it to you. ' ' That is
God's purpose for every believer, that they shall bear fruit. This is His purpose.
You remember Romans 8:29 concerning every believer: "For whom He did
foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His Son,"
to be like Jesus; that is the purpose of God for His children. How often we say,
"How unlike Him I am sometimes!". It is God's purpose that every believer
shall be like Jesus in this sense in the world, that we should be bringing forth
fruit, that we shall be conformed to His image. Every believer here without
exception is indwelt by the Spirit of God. Romans 8:9: "Now if any man have
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his." The Spirit of God indwells every
believer, although we do not always enjoythe presence of God the Holy Spirit as
we should. "Every branch in me that bears fruit."

Now, what is this fruit - this fruit that is given to every believer? We are
told so plainly in Galatians 5:22-23: "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance;
against such there is no law." They are the nine evidences of the fruit of
the Spirit. There is only one fruit, but this fruit is evidenced in these nine
different ways.

Now, this is the purpose of God, that these things shall be present in our
hearts. We sometimes can see these things in our fellow believers, but this should
be something that every believer seeks. Every believer has that fruit of /oye. As
he is united with the Vine he yields that fruit. He has love to God and His
Saviour. Love to that one who suffered on the cross, who shed His blood for
him. "The fruit of the Spirit is love." He has love for God's people, the brethren
and sisters who are also in Christ, and he has also love to sinners around,
although he hates their sin. Love is one of the fruits which should be evident in
every believer. The second one is joy. Some of us can testify to the truth of this,
that we have joy in the Lord, rejoicing in the Lord, in His promises, in the
forgiveness of sins, in the hope of heaven. Joy - this is something which the
world can never know. The world sometimes evidences to a degree some of these
things, but not joy, rejoicing in the Lord, in His promise of forgiveness, hope
of heaven.

Thenext fruitispeoce. "Love, joy, peace." Peacewith God. Oh!perhapsthis
is the greatest fruit that any believer can know. They are no longer at war with
God; they are no longer under the dominion of sin, they know their sins have
been put away for ever. Peace with God - not only peace with God, but the
peace ofGod. They have trouble, they have fear, they have danger, they have
anxieties like everybody else has, but a true Christian has that peace of God in his
mind in these situations.
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The next one is longsuffiring. The true Christian has that fruit of long-
suffering in their heart. They are able to endure God's correcting hand upon
them. They are able to endure bereavement when it comes upon them. They say:
"The Lord gave, the Lord has taken away, blessed be the name of the Lord."
They show longsuffering when perhaps they are slandered or reproached or
persecuted - they are so longsuffering, like the Lord Jesus. They are like Him in
this sense, they do not seek revenge.

Then kindness. Kindness in dealing with other people, in trying to help those
in need, in trying to bear the burden of others. That is the fruit of the Spirit.

The next isfaithfulness. The Christian is one who can be trusted, one who can
be faithful in his relationships, perhaps in his family, perhaps in other ways. He
is faithful in his duty; in his work; in that which is given him to do in the Church.

Another fruit of the Holy Spirit given to believers (verse 23)is gentleness. He is
not harsh, he does not try to dominate over others. He is not hurtful to others.
He is careful not to wound others by his actions or by his words - "gentleness".

Lastly, temperance in all things. He does not go to excesses in eating and
drinking, in his clothing, in worldly pleasure, in his recreation. He enjoys some
of these things, of course, but there is a measure of self control. He does not
go to excess.

Now some of these characteristics of the fruit of the Spirit can be seen to a
degree in some of the people of the world. There are some very kind people in the
world who make no profession at all. The world does show to a degree some of
these things, but the Christian - the one that has been born again of the Spirit of
God - goes far beyond what the world does. They are filled with the Spirit of
God, which enables them to do what the unbeliever cannot do. The true
Christian goes far beyond, because it is the power of the Spirit of God.

"Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch
that beareth fruit he purgeth, that it may bring forth more fruit." God's pruning
work ! There is need of the attention of the Vine Dresser. The branches in the Vine
that are unhelpful to its growth have to be cut away. Sometimes there is disease in
the plant and it has to be taken out with the pruning knife. In the medical world, a
person has part of his body diseased and a member of that body may have to be cut
out before that person can get well, and that pruning is not very pleasant for them.
The Lord Jesus desires that His children shall bring forth much fruit. Verse 8:
In order that he might be glorified. That is why His children are given the Holy
Spirit. When the believer is really living and abiding in Christ in the way that he
should, he brings glory to God, but when God looks down and sees a believer not
showing forth the fruit of the Spirit, He uses His pruning knife and removes that
which is spoiling a Christian's life. Read the story of the saints of God in the Old
and New Testaments, and so often you will find, as they backslide, as they turn
away from God, God comes in with His pruning knife and uses all kinds of means
to bring them back to Himself. This He does with every believer that they might
bring forth fruit to His praise. That is why He does it.
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Now, what are these instruments that God uses in this pruning work? Look at
verse 3: 'lNow ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you."
The powerful tool which God uses in pruning a believer is His word. His word is
made living and powerful by the work of the Holy Spirit. "For the word of God
is quick and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to
the dividing asunder of soul and spirit and of the joints and marrow, and is a
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart" (Hebrews 4:12). The
powerful tool which God uses in pruning a believer is His word. "The entrance
of God's word giveth light. " It convicts, it encourages, it directs, it feeds, and as
we read and meditate upon and seek God's mind upon His word, God does His
pruning work in the heart and life of every believer. Now, you may say, it is
sickness and affliction and trouble that brings us to God. It is not. God uses these
things in His pruning work - but these things are just the handleto God's word.
It is the word coming to us at these times when we have affliction, when we have
sickness, when we are driven to God, then God gives us His promises and His
word. It is still His word which does the pruning work. God sends sickness and
affliction and trouble, but in these things we turn - we are driven - to the
Word of God.

when God does His pruning work in those who are in christ, it is not to
punish them. For those who are in christ, the Lord Jesus has borne the punish-
ment already. You can never be punished for your sins again, they have been
punished once and for all, and for ever. when God does His pruning work in a
true believer it is because He loves him. That is why He does it. we don,t like it. It
hurts. we would rather not go through the experience. He does it in love; when
He prunes we should not think God is angry with us. we should not see an angry
God. Yes, in pain or in serious sickness we may think that way, and the devil sees
to it sometimes that we do think that way. God is dealing with us in love. we
should view Him as one who is taking the trouble to prune us that we might bring
forth more liuit to His praise. Sometimes when we have come through these
experiences, looking back we can see what was God's purpose in it all. If you had
been left to go the way you were going, there would be no fruit to His praise, but
God in His love and mercy has been doing His pruning work that you might
bring forth more fruit to His praise.

verse 4: "Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself,
except it abide in the vine, no more can ye, except ye abide in me." we are
exhorted to abide in christ. Every believer is in christ. "I give unto my sheep
eternal life and they can never perish." He can never be taken out of Christ. He is
in Christ for time and eternity. Hendriksen makes a comment on these words,
"Abide in me". He says that "these words, 'Abide in me'. are not a condition
which a man must fulfil in his own power before christ willdo His part. Some-
times it is said that you have got to abide in Christ in your own strength and will,
and then christ will do His part. The believer is in christ for all eternity."
However, if we are to enjoy God's presence, if we are to know the abidins of
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the Spiritwithin us, and if we are to enjoy the fruitfulness of the abiding presence
within us, then we must obey the exhortations of God's Word. We must read His
Word. We must seek Him in prayer. We must obey His commandments. We
must turn away from all that displeases Him. We must resist temptation. We
must have fellowship with God's people. We must not be allured by the sinful
pleasures of the world. We are in Christ, but if you want the experimental
experience of abiding in Him, He has given us exhortations, commands,
directions, instructions and, if we despise those commands and exhortations, we
shall still be in Christ, but we shall not know His abiding presence. We shall not
know His peace, nor the experience of this fruit of the Spirit. If we seek Him in
His Word, seek Him in prayer, obey His commands, turn away from all that
displeases Him, then we shall indeed know "the peace of God which passeth all
understanding". He says in John |4:27: "Peace I leave with you; my peace I give
unto you." As we know His peace so shall we truly and experimentally abide in
Christ. We shall live a life of great fruitfulness and we shall know something of
His blessing and His blessed presence. "Abide in me and I in you."

May we be among that number who seek to abide in Christ, be obedient to the
exhortations of His Word, then we shall know indeed God's peace. Amen.

Studies in Second Chronicles:
Ahanah - the Son Influenced by

His Mother
PETER KING (Stanford, Beds)

For I have told him that I will judge his house for ever for the iniquity which he
knoweth; because his sons made themselves vile, and he restrained them not.

OUR CHILDHOOD affects the rest of our life and things we learn in younger
years may decide the course of our career. Ahaziah, the youngest son of
Jehoram, king of Judah, had counsel from his mother Athaliah (2 Chronicles
22:3). There can be no doubt the marriage of Jehoram, king of Judah, to
Athaliah had an effect on Judah; but for the grace of God it would have ended in
disaster. Tracing the genealogy, w€ find Ahaziah, born in 882 B.C. (his great
grandfather Omri died in 874 B.C.), was for eight years influenced by the king of
Israel who took Jezebel as a wife for his son Ahab. Jezebel was the daughter of
Ethbaal, king of Sidon, and proved to be no friend of Israel. Ahaziah's young
mind followed his wicked mother Athaliah. as he saw the wickedness of his
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father, grandfather and great-grandfather. He reigned for only one year in
Judah, dying by the hand of Jehu after joining with his brother-inlaw Jehoram,
king of Israel, in a battle with syria. Athaliah saw her chance and secured her
position by killing all the royal heirs (2 chronicles22:10), as she thought, and so
the final part of the plan was in place, with an "heathen Israelite" ruling Judah.
satan is a subtle foe, planning and scheming over many generations, to
overthrow the work of the Lord.

It seemed innocent enough when Jehoram married Athaliah and the two
fathers joined in one family, but down the years the evil of Israel filtered into
Judah. If the enemy of souls cannot destroy the church, he will corrupt it, and
many local churches have seen the effect of allowing ungodly men to rule in the
fellowship. They seem so credible at the beginning, but gradually their influence
reveals the intent to stifle, and snuff out the work of the Spirit. The creeping
paralysis of sin may take many years to kill its victim, but one day the sinner will
find he is beyond recovery, for it is only by the grace of God His people will reign
in glory. History showed that His preserving mercy alone kept Judah from
destruction, for a tiny baby hidden in the temple waited for his time to emerge as
king of Judah. Young Joash survived in Athaliah's slaughter, so protecting the
line to Christ.

Lord, preserve Thy Church from the schemes of Satan

Moved with Compassion
ISA A.  BUCKLEY

MANY TIMES in the Gospels we read, "and Jesus was mtoved with compos-
sion". Sometimes this was towards one or two people, at other times it *ai the
multitude who drew out His wonderful care and tenderness. But not only was
our Lord moved to warm sympathy, He also acted to deal with the problem and
the pain and suffering.

Mark 1:40-41. Here we find a man sick and suffering from leprosy. He was
without hope, unable to live near others, and cut off from the worship of God.
No one would dare go near him, never mind touch him. Then came the day of his
salvation. "And Jesus moved with compassion, putforth his hand and touched
him, and saith unto him: Be thou clean."

Matthew 20230-34. what a scene; a great crowd following the Lord, two blind
men calling out to Him for mercy, and for the restoring of their sight. ' So "/esr.rshad compossion on them," and their sight was restored.
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Matthew l4:l4. "And Jesus went forth, and saw a great multitude, and was
moved with compassion toward them, and he healed their sick."

Luke 7:11-15. A heart-breaking sight! A young man dead, the only son of a
widowed mother. Can we feel for her? He had been her joy, her helper, her
protector and provider, and now he was dead, and she was left desolate. "And
when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and said unto her, weep
not." He raised the young man to life and gave him back to his mother.

The Lord Jesus Christ healed the sick, restored sight to the blind, cleansed the
leper, raised the dead and comforted the lonely, the hurt and the broken-hearted
because He wos moved with compassion.

But He saw deeper hurts, deeper needs, deeper scars. He saw the hearts and
minds of people.

Matthew 9:35-3E. He saw the crowds tired out and weary in body and in mind.
Worn with sin and the problems it brings, with the burden of daily living. "He
was moved with compassion."They were like sheep without a shepherd, atragic
situation, and the Lord told His disciples to pray that labourers might be sent
forth to guard the sheep and reap the harvest.

Only the preaching and teaching of God's Word by those whom He called and
prepared would ever meet the deep heart needs of the people.

Mark 6:34. "And Jesus, when he came out, saw much people,andwas moved
with compossion toward them, because they were as sheep not having a
shepherd: and he began to teach them many things."

He did not amuse them, He did not entertain them, He taught them His
precious Word, for this Word alone can change hearts and lives, thoughts and
actions. He alone could bring them cleansing from sin, and teach them how to
face trial, change, sickness, adversity and death. Only His Word could teach
them obedience to God, and care for others.

We look out on a world of sin and suffering and great and terrible need. Are
we moved with compassion? Compassion not only for the hungry and the sick,
but for the deep spiritual needs that are all around us. Think of the sin and
perversity, the violence and evil, the broken homes and suffering children. Let us
pray that the Lord will raise up faithful labourers who will follow their Lord in
teaching His Word, and in preaching His Gospel. Each one of us in one way or
another can bring the blessed news of"'our Saviour to others. May we have
something of His compassion in our hearts.

"Those that are broken in their heart,
And grieved in their minds,
He healeth, and their painful wounds
He tenderly up-binds."

Psalm 147:3
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Facing Difficulties in the
Christian Life

DAVID F. WILLIAMS (Rayners Lane Baptist Church, Harrow)

A sermon on Joshua 5z13-6221

AS CHRISTIANS we sometimes make things even harder for ourselves by
thinking that we should not have problems, and that something must be wrong
with our christian life if we do. The Bible, however, makes it clear in countless
places that the Christian is not to expect an easy run. Struggling against
difficulties is the natural state of man. The book of Job reminds us that "Man is
born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward" (Job 5:7). God undertakes to help
us in our difficulties - not to take them away.

So how should we deal with these things? In the history of the fall of Jericho in
Joshua chapters 5 and 6, we see something of how the people of God should face
difficulties and problems. Here were the Israelites: delivered by God from
captivity in Egypt, but made to wander in the wilderness for a period of forty
years as a result of their rebellion against God. Moses had died, and they had
crossed the Jordan river under their new leader, Joshua, into the land which God
had promised to give them; a fertile, hospitable land - a "land flowing with
milk and honey" (Exodus 3:8). There was only one problem, which was that the
land was already full of people - the canaanite tribes, who God had determined
to drive out because of their wickedness.

And so as soon as the people of Israel had crossed the Jordan they faced a
major barrier in the way of progress; the fortress city of Jericho - which they
would have to defeat if they were not to be defeated themselves. And from the
way God's people dealt with this problem we can learn three things, with God's
help, about how we are to deal with our problems.

I
GETTTNG OUR PROBLEMS rN GOD'S PERSPECTTVE 

J
Our position compared to Joshua's
The first of these three things is in verse l3 of chapter 5. We see there that Joshua
went out, by himself it seems, towards Jericho. Most likely he had gone to
reconnoitre, or perhaps to pray, or perhaps just to be alone and think about the
coming battle. And there he is met by an angel with a drawn sword in his hand.
Naturally enough, he says, "Art thou for us or for our adversaries?". In effect
he asks, "Are you on my side or the other side?". And he gets a disconcerting
answer. The angel says, in verse 14, "Nay" (or "neither"), "but as captain of
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the host of the Lord am I nbw come". In other words, "I'm not cin your side, or
the Canaanite side, I'm on God's side". Joshua may well have thought that his
side was God's side. But clearly things are not quite as simple as that. God has
His own agenda in this situation. He has His purposes to fulfill, and they are not
exactly the same as Joshua's. No doubt Joshua would happily have settled for a
dramatic military victory; or failing that a thunderbolt from heaven to fall on
Jericho. And if the destruction of the city had been the only end in view then
(who knows?) perhaps that might have been God's way. But God had other
things in view; He had lessons for the Israelites to learn in this situation, as we
shall see: lessons about trusting in God and living in obedience to His will.

And surely it is the same with us as it was with Joshua. We face a situation of
difficulty: perhaps an illness, or redundancy, or some other situation where
circumstances or people are set against us. Like Joshua, we approach the
problem from our point of view rather than God's. We are searching for the
solution to our difficulty, and it seems to us that the obvious solution is for God
to take the difficulty away. So, like Joshua, we are anxious to make sure that
God is on our side. That is the way our prayers will go. "Lord, please get me out
of this. Please take the problem away."

What did Joshua do faced with this disconcerting answer? He fell face down
in reverence on the ground, as we read in verse 14 of chapter 5, and asked,
"What saith my Lord unto his servant?". So he said, in effect, "Never mind
what I want in these circumstances. What does God want? What are His
priorities? Because my task now is to get my will lined up with God's, not to try
to get His lined up with mine."

Clearly, that is our task too, as we face life's problems; to get them into God's
perspective; to see things from His point of view. But Joshua had an angelic
messenger to give him detailed instructions. Where are our instructions to come
from? Well, from His Word, the Bible - through which He speaks to us with as
much authority as ever He spoke by angels.

Biblical perspectives on problems
From the Bible we find two ways in particular in which God's perspective on our
problems differs from our own.

First, God graciously uses our problems to make us into the sort of people He
wants us to be. Sometimes people look back on a time of trouble and they will
say that they can see what it was that God wanted them to learn; that He wanted
them to learn humility, or the vanity of earthly riches, or something like that.
And that is fine, provided we are not too dogmatic about it. It is true that we can
sometimes see how God has moulded our characters; how an experience has
made us more sympathetic, or less judgmental, or less proud than we might
otherwise have been. More often, though (it seems to me) we cannot tell what
God is doing. We do not know why these things come upon us. And I do not
think that should trouble us, because it is not our place to understand the secret
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purposes of God. But we do have the assurance of His Word, as Paul writes to
the Christians in Rome, that "tribulation worketh patience; and patience,
experience; and experience, hope" (Romans 5:3). God's purpose for His people
is that we should be "conformed to the image of His Son" (Romans 8:29). And
He works by His Spirit through our circumstances to achieve that end. The great
leader of the Reformation, John Calvin, said: "Whatever poison Satan sends,
God turns it into medicine for His elect."

It follows from that - and this is the second way in which God's perspective
differs from ours - that the most important thing about our trials is how we
react to them. It does not seem like that to us from the point of view of our fallen
human nature. If you are ill, it seems that the most important thing is for you to
get better. If you are homeless, the most important thing seems to be to get a roof
over your head. If you are feeling rejected or disappointed, the most important
thing seems to be to achieve a change in the circumstances. If that does not
happen then it is very easy to start complaining, and to become self-absorbed
and bitter. But God's concern - and it should be ours too - is that we should
react to what befalls us with patience and trust in Him. This, surely, is the central
message of the book of Job. You will remember how Job lost all his wealth and
his children; and his wife said to him, "Curse God and die" (Job 2:9) - a
counsel of absolute despair. But Job's reaction to his afflictions was, "The Lord
gave and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord" (Job l:21);
and "Shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil?".

Incidentally, note that the book of Job tells us that, "In all this Job did not sin
with his lips" (Job2:10). There is no suggestion that he did not mind. Of course
his heart would have cried out against the circumstances, and he would have
asked himself what was God doing, and why. But his determination was not to
sin against God in what he said and did.

What is the worst thing that can happen to us as Christians? Is it illness,
financial ruin, or loss of loved ones? No, it is to allow anything to come between
us and our God. What catastrophe do you fear most in life? Most of all, we
should fear sin - something coming between us and God. Most earnestly, we
should pray, "Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil" (Matthew
6:13). Most important of all should be our relationship with God.

We sometimes sing, "In all the changing scenes of life" (a paraphrase of
Psalm 34), which says:

"Fear Him, ye saints
And you will then have nothing else to fear.
Make you His service your delight;
Your wants shall be His care."

So we can safely leave the outcome of our circumstances in God's hands, and
concentrate on reacting as He wants us to. He does not expect us to do it
unaided. He will help us, as we shall see in the following verses.

)#



s

t

k
It

*

The Gospel Magazine 57

,+. :  ""  VIMORY IS ASSURED

If we want to have God's perspective on the problem, then one thing which will
certainly help us is to have God's perspective on the outcome.

What does God say to Joshua in verse 2 of chapter 6? "Hope for the best, and
all may yet be well"? No, He says: "See, I have given into thine hand Jericho,
and the king thereof, and the mighty men of valour." Not even, "I wil/do this"
but "I have done it", because with God the intention and the deed are the same.
God purposes, and none can stay His hand (Daniel4:35). He said, "Let there be
light", and there was light (Genesis l:3). He spake and it was done (Psalm 33:9).

The battle is God's. The enemies are not our circumstances; those are merely
the field on which the battle is fought. The enemies are sin and Satan. And God
has given us the victory. Maybe you are not feeling very victorious at the
moment, but the most important thing is not feelings, but how things really are,
in objective, historical terms.

(i) Just as God sent to Jericho the captain of the host of the Lord, so He has
sent the Lord Jesus Christ to fight our battle against sin for us. Paul tells us
(Colossians 2:15) that having spoiled principalities and powers the Lord Jesus
Christ made a show of them openly, triumphing over them in the cross. If we
trust in the atoning blood of the Lord Jesus Christ our standing before God is
assured. The punishment for our sin has been borne by Him. Our guilt is taken
away. That thing in our lives which is of immeasurely more importance than
anything else is right, whatever else is wrong.

(ii) And this victory does not only affect our standing before God, it affects
how we fight the daily battle. ' 'Be of sin the double cure, ' ' A. M. Toplady wrote
in his great hymn "Rock of Ages" - "Save me from its guilt ond power."

The Lord Jesus Christ not only reconciles us to God by removing the guilt of
sin; He gives us the ability to win the victory in the daily battle against the power
of sin. "There hath no temptation taken you," the Apostle Paul writes to the
Corinthians (l Cor. l0:13), "but such as is common to man: but God is faithful
who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the
temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it."

(iii) So the victory is won in terms of our standing before God, and in terms of
the way in which He strengthens us to do His will in the battle against sin and
Satan. But are we still at the mercy of circumstances? No. We rest in our faithful
covenant-keeping God. Whose hands are the circumstances in? In God's. And,
as we've already seen, God governs the circumstances for our spiritual good.

The psalmist tells us that, "Our God is in the heavens; he hath done
whatsoever he hath pleased" (Psalm I l5:3). The God with whom we have to do
is the God who rules the world; the Lord of history. Not the God of Radio 4's
"Thought for the Day", ready to give all possible comfort short of actually
doing anything, but a God who controls everything for the sake of His people.
Paul tells us in the Letter to the Romans that, "All things work together for
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good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His
purpose" (Romans 8:28).

(iv) And, finally, the battle is won in terms of the goal of creation, the hope of
glory. As we face life's problems we are tempted sometimes to say, "Where will
it all end?". well, for those who love the Lord Jesus christ it will end in heaven,
where (as Revelation 2l:3 tells us): "The tabernacle of God is with men, and he
will dwell with them and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with
them, and be their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be
any more pain; for the former things are passed away."

If you believe that the Bible is true, then to set your hopes on heaven is not
escapism (as some will say to you). It is realism. And when we set our eyes on
eternity we see that, once again, the battle is God's; and the battle has been won
by the salvation which the Lord Jesus Christ purchased for us.

THE PATH OF OBEDIENCE

How do we appropriate the victory which the Lord Jesus has won? victorious
Christian living comes from obedience to the revealed will of God. And here in
the action of Joshua and the people of Israel at Jericho we can see something of
what obedience involves.

Otledience to God is contrary to the wisdom of the world
The obvious way to attack Jericho was to lay siege to it, or to mount a frontal
assault. It certainly was not to march round it for seven days and then wait for it
to fall down. But that was the way God had commanded, and the way which
worked. so we see that obedience to God may well mean going contrary to the
wisdom of the world.

The wisdom.of this world tells us that the way of coping with trying circum-
stances is to seek at all costs to change the circumstances; and, if they can't be
changed, then to complain, or to despair. But obedience to God involves
accepting His will and concentrating on reacting in a Christlike way.

Another way in which we will have to go against the wisdom of the world is
when we face problems and lack of response in our evangelism - in spreading
the Gospel in our community. The wisdom of this world tells us that we should
adapt our Christian message to suit the preferences of our hearers. But the Bible
tells us that, "though Jews require a sign and Greeks seek after wisdom", we
should preach, "christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling block and unto the
Greeks foolishness; but unto them which are called . . . Christ the power of God,
and the wisdom of God" (l Corinthians l:22-24).

So, that is one thing about obedience to God's will. It will often take us in a
contrary direction to the wisdom of the world, as it did for the people of Israel
here at Jericho.
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Obedience involves vulnerability

A second thing about obedience to God's will is that if we are to be obedient we
must be prepared sometimes to be vulnerable. Where were the people of Israel
going to be safest, while they waited for the promised victory? Well, certainly not
strung out in a long thin line round Jericho. Surely they were an easy target there
for any attack the people of Jericho might have decided to mount. The path of
obedience means that sometimes we must expose ourselves to danger. To live in
love for our neighbours means that we may be taken advantage of. To go to serve
God overseas means that we may suffer disease, loneliness or hostility, or (even
now) be killed for our faith. To give up our secular employment in order to study
for full-time Christian work may mean that we face financial difficulties. To give
priority in our lives to the work of the local Church may mean sometimes that we
are vulnerable to criticism or loss of promotion at work.

So there is a sense in which the path of obedience demands that we be risk-
takers for God. But that word "risk-takers" is not quite accurate, because
where is the element of risk when, as we've already seen, our sovereign God
is in control? But the point is that we must be prepared to be vulnerable in
following God.

Obedience involves sacrifice

And closely linked to that vulnerability is a third thing: the fact that obedience
may demand sacrifice. The people of Israel had wandered in the wilderness for
forty years. God had promised, during that time, to give them the land of
Canaan, to drive out the people before them, and to give them the towns and
houses. And what does God tell them to do now, when at last it seems that the
promise is about to be fulfilled? See verse l7 and verse 24 of chapter 6. They are
to burn the whole city and everything in it - just when, no doubt, all they ached
for was a comfortable bed and a roof over their heads.

The path of Christian obedience calls us to sacrifice many things. Let us never
pretend it does not. It may cost us relationships, as our friends no longer want to
be associated with those who take their stand for the Lord Jesus Christ. It may
cost us a special friendship, as we follow the biblical command for finding a
marriage partner - not to be unequally yoked with unbelievers (2 Corinthians
6: l4). It may cost us worldly advancement, at work or in public life, as we refuse
to bend our principles, or to give other things priority over our family respon-
sibilities and the work of God's kingdom. It will certainly cost us money, as we
give responsibly to support God's work in the world. Perhaps most relevant of
all, these days, obedience will cost us time: time in Bible study and prayer; time in
the worship and work of the Church; and time in caring for others.

If obedience to God demands all this sacrifice, then you may think it does not
sound very attractive. But think again. All these things -time, talents, money-
come from God. Surely He can ask from us what He will. When the people of
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Israel gave their gifts to build the temple, King David prayed: ,.But who
am I, and what is my people, that we should be able to offer so willingly after
this sort? For all things come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee"
(1 Chronicles 29:14).

But even though our sacrifice is only what is due to God, yet He graciously
rewards us for it. "Verily I say unto you," Jesus said in Mark's Gospel,
chapter 10, verse 29, "there is no man that hath left house or brethren, or sisters,
or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake and the gospel's,
but he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and
sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the
world to come eternal life."

Even in this present life, Jesus says, sacrifice has its reward, in terms of fellow-
ship with Him and with His people. And in the age to come it has the reward of
eternal life. (That is not a reward in the sense of something we have earned, of
course, but a reward that God gives us out of His free and sovereign grace.)

And that is how it was for God's people here in the book of Joshua. The
reward of their obedience to God's instructions, in God's goodness and mercy,
was that He gave them victory and delivered the city into their hand.

Obedience means accepting God's timing
A further point is that obedience will require us to accept God's timing. Surely in
our problems we have all sympathised at times with the psalmist and with the
prophets when they say, "Lord how long?" (e.g. Psalm 90:13).

Why did the people of Israel have to wait until the seventh day for Jericho to
fall? what was the point of all this activity for six days, to no apparent purpose.
They must have ached to be doing something practical. But God says, through
Joshua, "Ye shall not shout, nor make any noise with your voice, neither shall
any word proceed out of your mouth, until the day I bid you shout; then shall ye
shout" (6:10). sometimes in God's providence we have to wait for Him to
change our circumstances. Sometimes we have to accept obedience that He is
calling us to serve Him in one way, or in one set of circumstances. when we would
prefer to be serving Him in another, which perhaps He is telling us to wait for. So
what do we do while we wait to find out what His will is? Like the people of
Israel, we do as we are told. we circle the city once every day. we do the work
which God presents to our hands in the situation where we are.

But what does cod say through Joshua in verse l0? "Neither shall any word
proceed out of your mouth, until the day I bid you shout; then shall ye shout."
when the day does come to act, let us be ready and willing to act. The work of the
kingdom of God is often a slow, painstaking work, but sometimes there are
breakthroughs, new developments and opportunities, and sometimes God in
His sovereign power revives His work. what if the people of Israel had said on
the seventh day, "No thank you. we are quite comfortable now as we are; we
have become quite used to walking round the city. we leave the enemies of God
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alone, and they leave us alone"? Let us beware of that as Christians - of getting
comfortable in a world where we have no continuing city, where we are only
aliens and strangers. That is a constant temptation: to find a situation we are
comfortable with, and so to stop looking out for the day when God says, "Then
shout. I have given you the city"; a day when He says, "Do something different
today" - a day when He says to a local Church, "Do something differently now
to reach others with the timeless truths of the Gospel", or when He says to us as
individuals, "Now you go and take up a new work for me".

So here is a fourth way in which we need to show obedience, as the people of
Israel did here - obedience to God's timing: when He tells us to wait, and when
He tells us to act. We need great wisdom to know which is which, but that
wisdom comes when we commit ourselves to walk in obedience to God.

CONCLUSION

So what have we learned, with God's help, from this account of the fall
of Jericho?

First we saw that as we face problems in living as the people of God our
concern must be not so much to change the circumstances as to look for the way
God wants us to react to them. We need to line up our priorities with God's. Our
task is not to try to get God on our side, but to make sure that we are on His; that
we are fighting in the army of the Lord.

And, second, we saw that in our battle against sin, victory is assured. The
Lord Jesus Christ won the battle with Satan when He triumphed on the cross.
He took away the guilt of sin, for His people who trust in Him, and by His
Holy Spirit even now He works in us to overcome the power of sin. He governs
all our circumstances. And when our battle is over He will take us to be with
Him in glory.

And, third, we saw what we need to do, with God's help, to enter into the
fruits of the victory which the Lord Jesus Christ has won. We need to walk the
path of obedience. A path contrary to the wisdom of the world; a path of
vulnerability; a path of sacrifice; a path that may involved waiting for God's
timing and then being prepared to act on it.

God grant us understanding of His Word, and an obedient heart. Life is a
battle. But the battle is the Lord's. Shout, for He has given you the city!

"Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But trust Him for His grace;
Behind a frowning providence
He hides a smiling face."

William Cowper
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"Search the Scriptures"
F.  J .  HARRIS (Chel tenham)

"Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman thot needeth not to be
oshamed, rightly dividing the word of truth" (2 Timothy 2: I5)

"Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teoching ond
admonishing one another . . . " (Colossians 3:16)

" . . . filled with all knowledge and oble also to admonish one another"
(Romans I5:14)

",, . exhorting one another. . . " (Hebrews 10:25)

I NOW WRITE on a subject of great importance - the need to obtain as full
and clear a knowledge of the Word of God as possible.

In 1865 Bishop J. C. Ryle wrote: "We live in days of abounding vagueness and
indistinctness on doctrinal subjects in religion." I fear that this is more generally
true today than in the good Bishop's day. Though living in days of greater
education and having so much excellent literature available, today's Christians
are generally less solid, less earnest, less holy and less prayerful than those of
former days. The desire for ease and entertainment, and the seeming aversion to
wholehearted commitment to Christ and to the local Church among so many,
have produced a generation in which clear views, decisive action and loving
service are exceptions rather than the rule.

Paul's letter from which the text at the head of this article was taken, was
addressed to a young pastor, but it has a relevance to every Christian. Every
believer has the priceless privilege of possessing the whole of God's inspired,
inerrant revelation. Every believer ought to read, study, meditate upon and
memorise Holy Scripture. This will not only bring us great blessing as we under-
stand more of the glorious privileges that we possess as children of God, but will
enable us to discern the will of God more fully and to live in greater obedience to
Him. Moreover, we shall be better equipped to help others, whether they be
enquirers, young believers or other fellow Christians. Do not say to yourself: "I
am not a very clever person, I haven't had a great deal of education, I'm a very
ordinary Christian." Please don't think like that, for spirituality has nothing to
do with education. The Lord is the great teacher and a humble and fervent spirit
may learn much from Him.

The other texts at the beginning of this letter make it clear that we all have the
privilege of exhorting, admonishing and encouraging one another. The great
C. H. Spurgeon, when under deep religious conviction, was greatly helped by an
old servant who had, we are told, "a wonderful knowledge of Scripture". In his
autobiography Spurgeon wrote: "The first lessons I had in theology were from
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an old school cook in the school at Newmarket where I was an usher (assistant
schoolteacher). She liked something very sweet indeed - good, strong
Calvinistic doctrine, but she lived strongly as well as fed strongly. Many a time
we have gone over the Covenant of Grace together and talked of the personal
election of saints, their union to Christ, their final perseverance and what vital
godliness meant. I do believe that I learnt more from her than I should have
learned from any of six doctors of divinity of the sort we have nowadays.' '

What an encouragement to help some young person who may, perhaps, in
future days, be a mighty servant of Christ. But such knowledge as that old cook
had does not come without diligence. We need to make time for reading in order
that we may attain a good knowledge of Scripture. I wonder, if we were to add
up the time we spend each week in prayer, in reading the Word of God and
Christian literature, would it be anywhere near the amount of time we spend
reading newspapers, magazines, novels, listening to the radio and watching
television? Let us all examine ourselves.

These are no days for muddled heads, faint hearts or slack hands. They are
days which demand our most earnest attention and prayerful commitment to the
great doctrines of our faith. If we do not know what we believe and why we
believe it; if we are not certain that the views we hold are clearly taught in the
Word of God; if we do not feel the power of truth in our own lives, we shall either
fall or be totally ineffective in the battle in which we find ourselves today.

Let me conclude with another quotation from J. C. Ryle: "I have strong
conviction," he wrote, "that we want more reverent, deep-searching study of
the Scriptures in the present day. Most Christians see nothing beyond the surface
of the Bible when they read it. We want more clear knowledge of Christ, as a
living Person, a living Priest, a living Advocate at the right hand of God and a
living Saviour who is coming again."

May the God of all grace make us diligent and prayerful in our reading of Holy
Scripture that we may love Him and serve Him better.

John Calvin
1509-t564

J O H N  G .  O L I V E R

JOHN CALVIN was born in 1509 at Noyon, an old cathedral city some thirty
miles from Paris. His father's ancestors had been boatmen on the River Oise.
His father himself became a successful advocate, holding both ecclesiastical and
civil offices. His mother had a reputation for both beauty and piety, but her
life was cut off while her son was onlv about three. Althoueh of a delicate
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constitution, early in life Calvin showed a wonderful aptitude for learning,
quickly mastering the subjects to which he turned his attention. He was esteemed
by his companions to be a teacher rather than a fellow-pupil. It was natural that
his father should plan a university education for him. When not yet twelve years
old he was appointed to a chaplaincy in the cathedral, the funds thus providing
for his support. He was a serious-minded, eager student of irreproachable life,
somewhat sensitive perhaps, but attracting both theconfidence and the affection
of all with whom he came in contact.

At the age of fourteen this high-minded young man went to Paris to continue
tris studies at the great university there. He made rapid progress, exercising a
strong influence, both by his intellectual power and the moral tone of his
character. The doctrines of the Reformation were now being diffused
throughout France, and in Paris multitudes were listening to the new teaching,
and many were rejoicing in it. His scholarly cousin, Olivetan, who later
translated the New Testament into French, was a fellow student of Calvin. He
was among the number won over for the Reformation, and through his
influence the first seeds of divine truth were sown in the heart of Calvin.

LAWYER

The rising scholar was only eighteen and a half years old when, in 1528, he
received the Master of Arts degree. It was at this time that his father reconsidered
his son's future. It seems that he was impressed with the advantages of a clerical
life, but a quarrel arose between his father and the cathedral authorities at
Noyon where he was employed, and because of this decided that his son should
follow his own career as a lawyer, perhaps thinking it would be a more sure way
to riches. As a dutiful son, therefore, Calvin turned from the clerical to the legal
profession, and in his nineteenth year he migrated from Paris to Orleans to study
law. He studied there for ayear and a half as a pupil of the foremost teacher of
law in France, Pierre de I'Etoile, for whom Calvin had great respect. When
another famous lawyer, AndreaAlciati of Milan, was established as professor of
law at Bourges, Calvin left Orleans for Bourges in order to follow the lectures of
the new teacher.

About the year 1532 Calvin became a Doctor of Law at Orleans. He was not,
however, inclined to a career in the profession of law, and with his father's
death he was free to make his own choice of a career. He could now follow
the conviction which had been with him for some years to become a theo-
logian. However, he rose to prominence first, not as a theologian but as a
humanist. Settling in Paris, he published in 1532 a commentary on a work of
Seneca, notable for its erudition and style. It was at this time that he took his
stand on the side of evangelical views, having earlier begun to read the writings
of Luther.
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CONVERSION : ?

Calvin was always very reticent on the details of his conversion. His sole aim to
give God alone the glory led him to say little on things which concerned himself
personally. There is, however, a passage in the preface to Calvin's Commentary
on the Psalms, where he gives one of his few personal glimpses. Here he writes:

"Since I was so obstinately addicted to the superstitions of Popery than to be
easily drawn out from so deep a mire, God by a sudden conversion, subdued my
heart (too hardened for my age) and made it teachable. Thus, having acquired
some taste of true piety, I burned with such great zeal to go forward that
although I did not entirely leave my other studies I yet pursued them more
indifferently. Nor had a year gone by when I was surprised to find that all who
were desirous of this purer doctrine thronged to me, novice and beginner that I
was, in order to learn it."

Here is God laying hold of Calvin's life, and this certainty of being laid hold of
by God was from then on to dominate Calvin's whole life. There is another
passage inhis Letter to Sadoletus (1539) which also gives us some data. In these
magnificent phrases he writes: "The more lgazed at myself the sharper were the
pricks which pressed my conscience. But because nothing better was offered me,
I continued on the course that I had begun. Then, however, there arose a quite
different form of doctrine, not to turn away from our Christian profession but
rather to bring it back to its proper source. But I, offended by the newness of it,
was scarcely willing to listen to a word of it, and at the beginning I valiantly and
courageously resisted it. It was when my mind was made truly attentive that I
began to understand, as if someone had brought me a light, in what a mire of
error I had wallowed. Being then grievously troubled, I judged nothing more
necessary to me after having condemned with groanings and tears my past
manner of life, than to betake myself to Thy way." In this admirable passage
we see Calvin, like Luther, overwhelmed by the consciousness of sin. Here he

.tells us that his conversion was not a cold intellectual decision, but an act in the
depths of a heart which trusts. Here is true greatness, the impossibility of
resisting the heavenly vision, the "I can do no other" which is the hallmark of
Reformation piety.

INSTITUTES OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION

The religious motive now took complete possession of him. Renouncing all
other studies he now devoted himself to God. All his talents were henceforth
dedicated purely to the service of God and His Gospel. We now find him writing
a Protestant manifesto for his friend Nicholas Cop, which Cop delivered as a
rectorial address, and which started a vigorous reaction. There is nothing
distinctly anti-papal in the sermon, but its argument is biblical and evangelical.
Against both men proceedings for heresy were instituted. It is said that Calvin
escaped from his lodgings in Paris, through a window improvising a rope from
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twisted bed curtains, making his way to Noyon in the borrowed clothes of a vine
dresser. He was then invited by a friend, Louis Du Tillet, to move to Angouleme.
Calvin spent several months in this retreat, happily working in a library where he
found three or four thousand books. Calvin next made a journey across France
to Noyon in order to surrender his clerical benefices. More clearly than any
utterance, this action proclaims that his conversion had taken place. He was now
prepared for new tasks, eager to write and bring together the basic principles he
now believed. Calvin was now to produce one of the few books that have
profoundly affected the course of history, his Institutes of the christion
Religion. The first edition came from the press in Basle in 1536. It was a modest
volume of 520 small pages, with a masterly dedicatory letter to King Francis. A
quarter of a century later the definitive edition appeared, and throughout all the
intervening years Calvin was busy revising, expanding, readjusting it, until from
a simple little handbook it grew into a thoroughly organised textbook in
theology. In a very literal sense this book may be called calvin's life work. The
publication of the Institutes was not merely a literary incident but an historical
event, for it gave Protestantism a positive and adequate programme for its
Reformation. It is the work of a theologian in the most learned sense, and yet it is
an arsenal of arguments for simple believers. It has retained its influence for four
and a half centuries, and its unquestioned pre-eminence as the great masterpiece
of Protestant theology.

Second only to the service he rendered by his Institutes was the service Calvin
rendered by his expositions of Scripture. These fill more than thirty volumes,
covering the whole of the New Testament except 2 and 3 John and the Revela-
tion, and the whole of the old restament, except some of the historical books. It
is remarkable that these commentaries remain for us today an astonishingly rich,
almost inexhaustible mine of profound thought, of wholesome exposition, and
of profound erudition.

Calvin was now to leave France never to return. He explains in his preface to
the Commentary on the Psalms how he was detained in Geneva. "The most
direct road to Strasbourg, to which I intended to retire, was shut up by the wars,
so I resolved to pass through Geneva, staying no longer than a single night in that
city. A little earlier Popery had been driven from it by the exertions of the
excellent william Farel and Peter viret. But the city was still divided into
dangerous factions. Farel, who burned with an extraordinary zealtoadvance the
Gospel, made every effort to retain me. After he heard that I had some particular
study for which I wished to keep myself free, and he saw that he could get
nowhere by entreaty, he began to utter an imprecation that God would curse my
retirement and the tranquility of the studies which I sought. I was so frightened
and shattered by this word that I laid aside the journey I had planned. I felt as if
God from on high had stretched out His hand to stay me. " Like the Apostle paul
he was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, and thus began his unremitting
labours in the city that has ever since been linked with his name.
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Calvin made a humble beginning by preaching a few sermons. His most
important work was the drawing up of articles which formed, as it were, the
constitution of the Church in Geneva. Great importance was attached to the
Lord's Supper. In order that the Supper should not be profaned, Calvin set up a
system of discipline. He also prepared a catechism for the teaching of children.
Opposition from the magistrates resulted in a majority vote ordering Farel and
Calvin to leave Geneva. Banished, the two men departed for Basle. The
Strasbourg Reformer, Bucer, then asked Calvin to come to his town. When he
would not comply, Bucer used a warning similar to that of Farel at Geneva, and
so Calvin yielded, and found himself in Strasbourg, setting to work immediately
as a preacher to refugees driven from France by persecution. It was here that he
married a widow, but the union, though happy, did not last long, for she died in
1549. Friends in Geneva summoned Farel and Calvin to return, but Calvin said
he would not at any price go back to the turbulent city which had thrown him
out. But finally he gave in, and in a letter to Farel wrote: "If I had any choice I
would rather do anything than give in to you in this matter, but since I remember
that I no longer belong to myself, I offer my heart to God as a sacrifice." All
Calvin is in this last phrase, and henceforth it was to become Calvin's motto.

So Calvin went up again into the pulpit in Geneva, and began to expound the
Scriptures at the place where he had broken off when he had been banished. By his
daily preaching, by his theological instruction, by his writings, Calvin was
gradually clarifying the doctrine of the Reformation and giving it a structure. In
1566 John Knox, the great Reformer of Scotland, wrote from Geneva: "Here exists
the most perfect school of Christ which has been since the days of the Apostles."

Calvin never enjoyed robust health, but he continued to work to the very end.
Death was to take him at the age of fifty-five in 1564. For the people of Geneva
he had given everything, and over the entire city there prevailed a depression as
before a national calamity, evidence of how much he had won the hearts of all.
He was buried very simply. No stone marks his grave. Thus died without glory
the man who throughout his life had proclaimed that to God alone belongs
all the glory.

Polycarp of Smyrna - Friend
of the Apostle John

STAN EVERS (Potton, Beds)

THE APOSTLE JOHN, in his late eighties and living in Ephesus, valued the
friendship of a young Greek named Polycarp. What precious hours they spent
talking about the Lord Jesus Christ. Though it was forty years since the
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Saviour's death, John, "the disciple whom Jesus loved", vividly remembered
Christ's words and delighted to talk about His miracles. What tears the thirty-
year old Polycarp shed when the beloved apostle died. How vividly polycarp
read the apostle's legacy to the church - his Gospel, three letters and the
Book of Revelation.

As the years went by it became clear that Polycarp shared John's love for
christ. It was fitting that Polycarp became leader of the church in smyrna, one
of the churches for which the risen christ gave John a message (Revelation
2:8-11). Polycarp faithfully served God in the seaport of smyrna (now known as
Izmir), a hotbed of Emperor worship.

The date of Easter
"can we settle on a date for Easter?" - 4 question often asked and hotly
debated in the 2nd century. Polycarp visited Rome to discuss this problem and
while there met Anicetus, leader of the church in the city. The two men could
not agree on the date of Easter but they enjoyed warm fellowship, Anicetus
inviting Polycarp to preach. Anicetus did not impose his views about the Easter
date on other Churches.

Letter to the Philippians
Polycarp was a prolific letter-writer but only one survives, his Episl Ie to the
Philippians; even this is incomplete in the original Greek, and only complete in a
Latin translation. This letter opens a door into the mind of polycarp and the
thinking of 2nd century christians. Polycarp's letter, giving the philippians
guidelines for godly conduct, runs to three pages and contains fifty-one biblical
quotations, mostly from Paul's epistles. Polycarp speaks of the death and
resurrection of Christ as historical facts and makes it clear that salvation is not
because of our merits but through christ's atoning death alone. There is an
emphasis on good deeds as the evidence of genuine conversion and the judgment
to come and the need to be ready for eternity. There is a call for the elders of the
Church to act properly in their personal lives and in the leadership of the Church.

"Eighty-six years I have served Christ"
when a christian named Germanicus was torn to pieces by the lions, he faced
death with such astonishing courage that several people became believers. The
enemies of Christianity became so enraged because of these conversions that
they cried out ' 'Death to the christians' ' . It was not long before some demanded
the death of Polycarp. He escaped from smyrna but was later betrayed and then
arrested. calm and dignified, he surrendered himself with the words, "God's
will be done", then giving food to his hungry persecutors, he poured out his
heart before the Lord, praying for himself, his friends, the church at smyrna,
and for his enemies.
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The story of Polycarp's trial is a moving one. "I have wild animals if you
refuse to declare that the emperor is lord," announced the Roman Consul.
"Send for them," Polycarp bravely replied. The anger rose in the Consul's
voice. "If you despise the wild beasts I will send you to the fire. Swear that
Caesar is lord and curse the Christ, then I will release you. " Polycarp's reply was
memorable: "Eighty-six years have I served Christ and He has done me no
wrong; how then can I blaspheme the King who has saved me? You threaten the
fire that burns for an hour and then is quenched; but you know not ofthe fire of
judgment to come, and the fire of eternal punishment. Bring what you will."

The crown of martyrdom

As the games season at the Coliseum was over, Polycarp was burnt. There was
some problem getting the fire to burn, it kept circling his body rather than
consuming it. At last, losing patience, the excutioner plunged his sword into his
victim. Eventually the wood caught fire. As the smoke encircled him, Polycarp
prayed: "Lord, God, Father of our blessed Saviour, I thank You, that I have
been deemed worthy to receive the crown of martyrdom, and that I may die for
You and for Your cause." Polycarp's martyrdom in A.D. 155 produced such
revulsion that the emperor, Antonius Pius, stopped persecuting believers
in Asia, though later emperors hunted down God's people and shed their
innocent blood.

Polycarp was, in the words of Christ to the Church at Smyrna,/aithful unto
death; we may be sure that he received the crown of ltfe promised by the Saviour
to those who remain loyal to Him (Revelation 2:10).

Book Reviews

Following the Shepherd Through the 23rd Psalm. Peter Jeffrey.
Evangelical Press of Wales. pp. 112. f2.99.

The author was thrilled by reading a book on Psalm 23 by John Stevenson,
published in 1845. He was stirred too at Aberystwyth in 1979 when the late Rev.
Douglas MacMillan preached four remarkable sermons on the Psalm (The Lord
our Shepherd, still in print by the above publishers).

The promptings of these two expositions of the Psalm have produced in Peter
Jeffrey's book a third valuable meditation on the fourteen sections of the
Shepherd Psalm.

The book is full of good things, but two items were of special interest to me:
one on guidance, the other on balonce. Let me quote: "We always seem to have
trouble on the question of guidance. How can I be sure if God is guiding me to do
a certain thing? One of the main causes of the problem is that we seem to limit
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divine guidance to the special events in life. This is got to be a fatal mistake,
because God is concerned about our whole life, and His guidance is for
every situation."

Balance: "A lack of balance can be a serious problein for a Christian. If we are
not balanced we will fall flat on our faces. It is only the balanced person who can
walk straight. As Christians we are not to be babes in our appetite nor in our
walking. A sense of balance is essential and this will involve both an awareness of
our sin and also an awareness of our privileges as believers."

This book will be a helpful addition to your library.
J.C.

The Yital Year. H. satkeld. pp. 79. fzJ s + 31p postage from Gospel standard
Publications, 12b Roundwood Lane, Harpenden, Herts. ALs 3DD.
This is a reprint of a most interesting account of the author's experience as a
young soldier and Prisoner of war during the First world war. He endured
appalling privations and trials but in the providence of God was preserved. He
was to live to the wonderful age of 96, having been a Strict Baptist minister for
some sixty years.

Mr. Salkeld was a regular contributor to our pages and older readers will recall
his gracious ministry. He corresponded with the editor and often recalled his link
with St. MaryJe-Port, Bristol, during the incumbency of the Rev. James
Ormiston, who was also editor of the Gospel Magazine.

we warmly commend rhe vital yeqr with the hope that it will have a large

M.H.
circulation.

Encounters with God. peter wiliams. Evangelical press of wales. pp.144.
f3.99.

The reviewer enjoyed reading through this book containing some twenty-four
studies of lesser-known characters of the New Testament. ihey are based on a
series of sermons preached to the congregation of Moordown baptist church,
Bournemouth. The author draws out many profitable lessons; here are both
warnings and encouragements. Mr. williams speaks against the ,,uncertainty
and woolly thinking that is so often paraded in our pulpits concerning the
things of God."

In writing on Ananias and sapphira the author says: .,The Bible never
fantasizes or sentimentalizes about human narure, not even in the church.
within the christian community there is corruption, hypocrisy, lying and
cheating, as in the world, and in the final analysis it is only God who knowi who
are truly His within the Church."

Readers will find this a helpful book. The Bible references are from the
N' I ' v '  
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Sermons by Samuel Ward (with a Memoir by Bishop J. C. Ryle). The Banner
of Truth Trust. pp. 178 hardback. f,1.95.

Samuel Ward (1577-1638) was born at Haverhill, Suffolk, educated at
Cambridge and at Sydney Sussex College; at the early age of twenty-six he was
appointed town preacher in Ipswich. There, from the pulpit of St. Mary-le-
Tower, he continued through thirty years strengthening the Protestant and
evangelical principles for which Suffolk was already known.

"Watch Ward", as he was known, suffered persecution along with the
Puritans, and was imprisoned by the Church authorities in 1634. On his
release he spent time in Holland before returning to lpswich, where he died in
March 1638 at the age of 62. His tombstone in St. Mary-le-Tower bears the
simple inscription: 

.(rr/^a^L ur^-r .,^+ ̂  ri++r^,.,r-ir^Watch, Ward yet a little while,
And He that shall come, will come."

Ryle says of him: "Well would it be for the Churches if we had more preachers
like him ! The republication of our best Puritans I regard as a positive boon to the
Church and the world. I hope that men like him may be read and circulated
through the land. J.C.

Asahel Nettleton (I 78 3- I 84 3), Lifu and Labours.Bennet Tyler and Andrew
Bonar. Reprinted 1996. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 454 paperback. f5.95.

The Memoirs of Asahel Nettleton cover a wide range of Calvinistic teaching. His
biographers stress that he was instructive, doctrinal, practical, wise, plain,
faithful and solemn, in his preaching. He had a voice of more than ordinary
compass and power; his eyes were piercing and his whole manner riveted
attention. The great truths of the Gospel were the weapons of his warfare, and
were wielded with a spirit and energy which the hearers were unable to resist.

Nettleton was a leading figure in one of the most important half centuries in
American Church history. From the late 1790s to the early 1840s a succession of
revivals transformed the spiritual prospects of the nation, and in these Nettleton
served a glorious purpose. Few men since the apostolic days have been honoured
with such signal success in preaching the Word, and in the conversion of sinners.
As a counsellor to ministers his aid was constantly sought.

The re-appearance of this volume, ably edited by Bennet Tyler, and remodelled
in some parts by Andrew Bonar, is of major significance. J.C.

The Cross He Bore. Frederick Leahy. The-Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 82.
f3.50.
Meditation on the sufferings of our Lord is always profitable, and this sincerely
written book adds to the emotion surrounding the occasion. The author brings
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out theintensely personal suffering of the Man christ Jesus, as the title suggests,
and how He retained His compassion for others. In His agony He was master of
the situation, controlling events, yet subject to them. This complex union of
God and Man surfaces throughout, and the arrogance of the Sanhedrin, the
submission of our Lord, with the needs of the sinner, are all entwined to give a
readable and profitable study.

The thirteen chapters have telling headings, such as "strengthened to
Suffer"; "The Dumb Lamb"; "The Butt of Mockery";and the,,King among
Bandits". The short epilogue makes us examine our heart, and remember we
are "debtors to mercy alone". Quotations are taken from various versions
of Scripture. p.K.

Please obtain any books reviewed or advertised from your local Christion bookshop, as we regretfully are not
in a position to supply your requirements.
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