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Editorial

ONE OF THE HARDEST THINGS to do in life is to wait patiently. We are so
often too much in a huny; we are impatient and cannot wait for results.

Scattered throughout the Bible are exhortations to wait upon the Lord. In the
Psalms we are urged to "wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and he shall
strengthen thine heart". To do this demands as much as to engage in the Lord's
battles. Waiting on the Lord is a blessing in itself, for it enables our faith to grow
and develop. Simeon waited long years in order to see the Messiah, the Consola-
tion of Israel. He was not disappointed, and all the time his spiritual life was
coming to fruition. He gave practical expression to God's dealings with him in his
lovely song which we know as the Nunc Dimittis. He proved that waiting time
was not wasted time.

To those who realise the inadequacies and the feebleness of their own strength,
there comes the reassuring word, "they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their
strength" (Isaiah 40:31). God graciously promises to exchange our weakness for
His strength. We are to take up an attitude of expectant dependency. It is only as
we cast ourselves upon the Lord that we can draw upon His unfailing strength. We
need to heed the advice given by one of the Old Testament prophets: "Wait on thy
God continually." This is to be our daily attitude; it is the one which God delights
to honour. Let us then pray for grace to wait, and thus experience the benediction,
"blessed are all they that wait for him" (Isaiah 30:18).
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aThe Touch of Faith :

A Sermon by the Editor

"As many as touched him were made whole" (Mark 6:56)

IF YOU READ THE CONTEXT you will find that when our Lord Jesus Christ
came into Gennesaret the people converted the place into a kind of Field Hospital.
The men of Gennesaret lost no time but they sent messengers throughout ail the i-
surrounding countryside to inform the sick and needy that a great Healer had f
arrived among them and, as a consequence, they brought out to Him all that were t
diseased, all that were troubled in any way. Now, surely, that care for the afflicted E
and that eagerness to bring them to the Saviour ought to be an example to us all. I
It stands, of course, in marked contrast to the reception that our Lord got when He _L
went among the Gadarenes. He healed a man there who *as suih a violent F
creature and, as a result, the swine fled down the hillside into the sea, and we read
thattragicverSe,. . theydesiredhimtodepart fromthem' '-whatatragedy!But,
here, they welcomed the Saviour. I think some of them may have had ulterior
motives. If they were not prepared to accept the spiritual truths that He taught 

'.*,

them, they were eager enough to profit from the matenal blessings that He was 
- 

Fa
able to bestow. If they were not willing to take His yoke upon them, they were
quite ready to fly to Him for the healing of their sicknesses and for the curing of
their diseases. They were willing to make a convenience of Him. Now, this :
wanting the gifts and not the Giveq how tragic it is! What a pitiful business it is! l
Yet it is so modern; it is so relevant. It is something that is with us today, people
wanting the gifts that the Lord has to bestow but they do not want a commitment i
to Him. The marvel is that He responded to their cry and the Scripture says, "He :

i s k i n d t o t h e u n t h a n k f u l a n d t o t h e e v i l ' ' . . . A S m a n y a s t o u c h e d h i m w e r e m a d e
whole." He did not withhold His help. He is stil l the same gracious, compas-
sionate Saviour, and we too are often unthankful and disobedient and, when
trouble drives us to Him, He does not cast our unfaithfulness. unthankfulness and r-.
our disobedience in our teeth. I

'Unwearied in forgiveness still,
His heart can only love."

"As many as touched Him were made whole."
Now the people whom our Lord healed were generally cured with a touch. He

touched them or they touched Him, and His touch was brought to bear on all kinds
of cases, so that we read, "The blind received their sight, the deaf were able to
hear, the lepers were cleansed and the dead were raised", and no case was beyond
the reach of His power. It was a touch of compassion and tenderness. revealing
His infinite grace and quickening power, and even the linle children were made

V
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to feel His touch, for we read in Mark's Gospel that "they brought young children
to him that he might touch them, and the disciples rebuked those that brought
them, but the Lord took them up in his arms, putting his hands upon them, ;d
blessing them".

If you read again in the New Testament you will find that there are three classes
of people with whom our Lord had to do. First of all, there were those who never
touched Him. These were the great crowds of people in the city of Jerusalem who
thronged the Temple and the synagogue and who surrounded the Cross at the end.
Jh-ey saw Jesus; they heard Him, but they took no interest in Him. They did not
be]ieve ! Him. They looked on Him with a mixture of curiosity and anger. some
said, "who is this?"; "Is not this the carpenter's son?"; and otheis said, . lvhat will
this babbler say? He is mad". others said, "He is a samaritan and has a devil,';
and others said, "He is gluttonous and a winebibber - a friend of publicans and
sinners". Now these could have drawn near and touched the Lord, but they did not
care to. They kept their distance and so they were unhealed. Salvation was there
but it was neglected, and is it not the same now? The crowds, the masses of the
people, never touched_ the saviour. They may know something about Him; they
may hear something about Him from time to time, but they never draw n"a. uni
touch Him. some, of course, do not believe in Him, and many just do not care
about Him. They never come to church, they never pray - what il Jesus to them?
Nothing but a figure in history and a personality of the past! What is Christmas to
this kind of people, but a time of empty festivity and merry-making and over-
eating! what is Easter to these people but a Bank Holiday and nothing more!
Jesus and the Resurrection mean nothing to them. So there were those wlio neuer
touched Him but who kept Him, as it were, at a safe distance.

Then there was a second group, those who touched Him in a physical sense but
got no good from doing so. Read again the Gospel narrative. oui Lord, often in
the early days of His ministry, conducted it amongst great crowds of people. They
thronged Him; they touched Him; they pressed upon Him; they jostied Him, yet
they derived no blessing. Mark tells us graphically the story of the paralytic who
was brought by all four ofhis friends and he says, "They could not get anywhere
near him because of the throng". The people were there; they were touching Him
in a literal and physical sense, but they got nothing for it. BLt those friendJ *"re
undaunted, they went up the outer staircase and they uncovered the roof and let
down their friend into the very presence of Jesus. There were those who touched
Him at the end in the scourging and all the terrible happenings of Good Friday,
they touched Him, but they derived no blessing. guf there were those who
touched Him and got a blessing that they needed.

we read in the Gospels of the woman who pushed her way through the crowd.
She was in earnest. S[e struggled through the throng and she said, i If I may but
touch the hem of his garment I shall be healed". what a tragic figure she w-as as
she pressed her way to His side in a state of weakness and feai! Her weakness was
due to the fact of her physical ailment. She had had a haemorrhage for no less than
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twelve years and gradually her life blood was being drained away. She was in fear
because, according to Jewish laws, she was ceremonially unclean, but this was her
last chance and she was going to get through the crowd to Jesus. All attempts to
be cured by medical means ended in dismal failure. The fees she had been obliged
to pay to her medical consultants had reduced her to poverty, but she had heard of
Jesus and His healing ministry and, in simple faith, she believed. "If I may but
touch the hem of his garment it will be enough - I will be healed." But there she
was in this unmanly crowd, jostling each other, elbowing each other out of the
way in their anxiety to be near to the Saviour, but this woman got through and she
touched Him, and the Lord detected a touch, quite unlike the rest. He recognised
that virtue or healing power had gone out of Him. The disciples, of course, were
dumbfounded when the Lord asked, "who touched.ine?". They remonstrated with
Him and said, "Lord, look at the crowd that is around You - they are all touching
J6s" - but the Lord knew that someone had touched Him in a very special sense.
The disciples made no distinction between the touch of the woman and the press
of the crowd. That touch was real and resolute - the other was curious and
casual - "who touched me?" asked the saviour. Doubtless He knew perfectly
well who it was who had touched Him. He knew all about the woman:He knew
all about her history. He did not need that any should tell Him, but He wanted to
draw this woman's faith out and, as it were, to clinch it and seal it, and He said to
her, "Daughter, go in peace, thy faith hath made thee whole". She was able to face
life with a new strength and serenity, with a new purpose and a new hope. She
came trembling and she went away triumphing. But the crowds that day, so far as
we know, went away exactly as they came. only the woman was cured because she
touched with the touch of faith. How beautifully it is put in the old Gospel hymn:

" She only touched the hem of His garrnent
As to His side she stole,
Amid the crowd that gathered around Him
And straightway she was whole.

Oh! touch the hem of His garment
And thou, too, shalt be free,
His saving power this very hour
Shall give new life to thee." ,

Those who reach out with the hand of faith will never be disappoinred, for as
many as touch Him are made whole. There were, undoubtedly, many other sick
people in that country who were not healed because they did not touch the Saviour
in faith.

I think there is something very relevant to us here. Religion is an individual
thing, it is something between the soul of the individual and the saviour. we are
not dealt with en masse. We are not dealt with as part of a crowd. we must each
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of us be in touch with Jesus ourselves. We are born into this world as individuals
and we must be born again as individuals. How important it is that we have this
touch of faith. Oh! we may be quite close to a spring of water and yet can be
perishing with thirst if we do not avail ourselves of the provision. Our religion is,
as it were, nothing unless it brings us through to reality, unless it brings us through
to Christ. The sermon - the preaching of the Word - is a most important part of
the service but it is possible to listen with the outward ear only and not with the
heart, and to many, alas, the serrnon only means a longer or shorter session of
words. Oh! but it ought to be different. It ought to be meat and drink to our souls.
We ought to pray: "Grant that the words which we have heard and shall hear with
our outward ear may be grafted inwardly in our hearts." The sermon does you no
good unless it becomes grafted inwardly. What about Bible reading? Well, sad to
say, many never read it at all. They will read and absorb every item in the daily
newspaper; they will follow the market price list; they will know how things stand
on the Stock Exchange; they will be acquainted with the latest novel but, alas,
many today never read the Bible from one year's end to the other. Alas, others do
read it after a fashion and get little from it. They read the appointed portion for
the day and somewhat regard it as a task to be done, but God's Word does not
touch them because they do not touch reality, they do not touch the Saviour.
Others - and thank God for them - read and are blessed because they find Him
of whom the Scriptures speak, as Philip said to Nathaniel: "We have found Him
of whom Moses in the law and in the prophets did write." When you find Him that
is the Key to the sacred volume, you will read it with alacrity and delight because
you have touched the Saviour of whom it speaks. what did the Lord say to this
woman? "Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole." It was not just the physical
touch; that was only the outward and visible sign, but it was her faith that was the
medium by which the healing power came to her.

So today, we cannot have the physical touch, but we can have the touch of faith,
and of all the graces that are mentioned in the New Testament none is regarded as
so important as faith. By faith we begin the Christian pathway; by faith we live;
by faith we stand. "We walk by faith and not by sight." By faith we have peace
with God. By faith we overcome. Is it any wonder that on one occasion the apostle
Paul, in his writings said, "Examine yourselves whether ye be in the faith or not"?
"Put it to the test." Have you got through to reality? Have you an exercise, the
touch of faith? Is your faith real? Is it genuine? Well, the Saviour has not changed,
He is still gracious and mighty to save. But what brings us in touch with Him is
the touch of faith, the hand of faith. Many today, alas, seem to be content with
what we may call "the clothes of religion"; that is, the outward forms and
ceremonies - but it is not the clothes we have to touch, it is the Christ, so to
speak, within the clothes - we are bound to get through to Him; and, says our
text, "As many as touched him were made whole". Do you know anything of this
saving touch of Christ coming into your life and transforming it and revolu-
tionising it and making it entirely new? The apostle Paul says, "If an5 man be in
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christ he is a new creature; old things have passed away, behold all things have
become new".

" The healing of His seamless dress
Is by our beds of faith,
We touch Him in life's throng and press
And we are whole again."

The Holy spirit is still at work and it is still possible to come into this
relationship with God in Christ, and it becomes a reality through the exercise of
saving faith, for, says the apostle, "By grace are ye saved through faith; and that
not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast.
For we are his workmanship, created in christ Jesus unto good works, which God
hath before ordained that we should walk in them" (Ephesians 2:8-10).

May each of us know something of the touch of faith. 
M.H.

- a -

For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE 

- .

UNDER THE SEA

THERE IS A BIG DIFFERENCE between hearing about something and actually
experiencing it for yourself. : ,.

some time ago a friend told us about scuba diving in the warm water off
Eastern Australia. We listened with interest as she described the beautiful fish and
coral and shells that she had seen.

we had also seen photographs of what is under the sea and even seen TV films
about coral reefs and the sea life around them.

But what a different story when we actually experienced looking underwater at
the sea-life in the coral reef off the coast of Brazil. what a thrill to see for
ourselves the marvellous creation that we had only heard about at second hand
before. wearing a special mask, we dived under to look at the rocks, the sea weed,
the shoals of fish, the shell fish - in the silent world under the sea.

Sitting in the boat, we had no idea what was underneath. once we discovered
the beauty that was there, we wanted to look again and again.

Isn't it like that with the Gospel? we perhaps hear other people's experiences
and are even interested in them. But that does not compare with actually tasting
for ourselves that the Lord is good. when we experienced at first hand the beauty
of the Lord Jesus as our saviour, our eyes are opened and life becomes new.

. a :
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we want to hear about Him again and again - once is not enough. when we
read the Bible - His message to us - we see new wonders there and want to
keep on dipping in to see more "wondrous things in his law',.

The man who was our boatman and guide was much more experienced and
knew a lot more about the coral reef and the creatures that lived there. When he
discovered a shoal of fish, he would take us over and show us where to look.

It is good for those who are more experienced in the life of faith, to help those
who are younger - by pointing out the teaching of the Bible and by sharing in a
practical way what the Lord Jesus is doing in their life.

when we came home we wanted to show our photos and to tell our family and
friends all about what we had seen under the sea.

How keen we should be to tell others about the precious things we have seen
in God's word and the beauty we see in Jesus. That is the way in which God's
kingdom is advanced believer passing on the good news io a fellow sinner.

PVZZLE

Find the missing words from the texts. They are all from the books of Psalms. Tlte
initials of your answers spell out part of Psalm 34:8, which is mentioned in
the story.

1. commit thy way unto the Lord; - also in him; and he shall bring
it to pass (37:5).

2. O God of our salvation who art the confidence of all the ends of the earth.
and of them that are _ off upon the sea (65:5).

3. But I have trusted in thy mercy; my heart shall rejoice in thy
( 1 3 : 5 ) .

4. They that go down to the sea in ships see the works of the
Lord and his wonders in the deep (107,23 and 24).

5. open thou mine that I may behold wondrous things out of thy
l a w  ( l l 9 : 1 8 ) .

6. Blessed are _ they that put their trust in him (Z:12).

7. Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his ; worship the Lord in
the beauty of holiness (29:2).

8. come and hear, all ye that fear God and I will what he hath done
for my soul (66:16).

9. The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the
( 1 1 9 : 1 3 0 ) .

10. Praise the Lord from the , ye dragons and alldeeps (148:7).

11. The Lord will my darkness (18:28).
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Thoughts on Augustine and Grace
DAVID N. SAMUEL (Devizes, Wil ts)

THERE IS TODAY in society, and even in the Church, little true understanding
of sin, and consequently there are weak and impoverished views of grace.
Because such shallow views of sin obtain, it would be true to say that the
prevailing theology is either Pelagian or Semi-Pelagian. Pelagius was a British
monk of the 5th century, contemporary with Augustine, who taught that neither
the free will nor the moral lives of men could be affected by the fall of Adam. Man
comes into the world pure, intemal grace is not necessary. Man by his own free
will unaided is capable of keeping God's commandments; if he fails it is his own
fault, and if he succeeds it is his own merit. Semi-Pelagianism, which is basically
the position of the Church of Rome, is the view that the fall was the loss of a
supernatural gift. This left man with the faculties and abilities belonging to him
by nature. The exercise of these powers formed the natural transition to the grace
of God. Man can in a natural state do that which merits grace, and then further
grace may be given to assist the will, so that, according to this teaching, man is
not utterly helpless in the matter of his salvation.

The great merit of Augustine is that he goes back to the scriptures and to the
apostle Paul for his understanding of grace. In this way we can trace a true line of
apostolic succession of doctrine from Paul through Augustine to the Reformers,
who also adopted this position on grace. The Augustinian doctrine is as follows.
The position that man finds himself in is a state of inherited gomrption. As a
consequence of the fall, human nature is estranged from the Source of all
goodness, and enslaved by the foreign power of evil. The further deduction of
Augustine was, that since the first man by his free will became alienated from
God, this free will, once the fountain of all good, was now only active to sin, and
that man therefore needed a new supervenient grace in order to be brought back
to goodness. (See Pelaghts, Encyclopedia of Sects and Heresies, Blunt.)

Augustine developed his idea of grace in his Answer to Various Questions
Addressed to Simplicianas. Simplicianus, who succeeded Ambrose as Bishop of
Milan, asked Augustine to interpret two passages from the Epistle to the Romans.
The first question relates to the passage in Romans 7:7-25, where the apostle says,
"The law is spiritual, but I am carnal," etc. Augustine wrote:

"In answering this question I have tried hard to maintain the free choice of
the human will, but the grace of God prevailed. Not otherwise could I reach
the understanding that the apostle spoke with absolute truth when he said,
'Who made thee to differ? What hast thou that thou didst not receive? But
if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory as if thou didst not receive it?'
This truth Cyprian the Martyr wanted to make clear, and he expressed it

t'
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completely in a phrase, 'In nothing must we glory since nothing is ours'."
(Augustine: Earlier Writings, page 370.)

Even before his conversion, Augustine had been reading the epistles of Paul
and found that they spoke to his condition more directly than did the Platonist
books. During his presbyterate he devoted much time to the study of Paul's
epistles. Augustine's concern is to defend the old restament law as a good thing
against its detractors. The law brings sin to consciousness, and makes it more
sinful through imparting to it the character of deliberate and conscious
transgression of the divine commandment. It cannot give the power to perform
that which is right. Yet it does point the way to righteousness and produces
anxiety with regard to guilt, so that the soul is prepared to receive grace. At this
stage Augustine held the view that this passage, which speaks of the spiritual
conflict between the flesh and the spirit, describes the man who is still under the
law and not yet under grace. But later he learned that these words can also
describe the spiritual man. He came to see that the believing, regenerate Christian
could not attain to a state of perfect peace and righteousness in this life. Even
under grace the impulses of concupiscence have always to be resisted. Here he
discovered the principle so important to Luther and the Reformers - Sumul
justus et peccator

The second question has to do with the interpretation of Romans 9:10-29,
which is the much harder problem of the relation of grace to free will. Augustine
sought the solution in the purpose of the epistle as a whole, which is to show that
no man may glory in his own good works. This is illustrated in the case of Jacob
being chosen and Esau being rejected in the womb, before either had done good
or evil. Therefore there could be no question of selection or election being on
the ground of good works performed, or even faith. Augustine rules out the
suggestion that election was on the basis of foreknowledge of faith or works in
either case. Faith therefore is due solely to the calling of God and must be
numbered among the gifts of grace. For this reason it is not meritorious. God
graciously calls a man and bestows faith and the power to do good works.

"Good works do not produce grace but are produced by grace. Fire is not hot
in order that it may burn, but because it burns. A wheel does not run nicely
in order that it may be round. So no one does good works in order that he
may receive grace, but because he has received grace. How can a man live
justly who has not been justified? Or, indeed, how can a man live at all who
has not been vivified? Grace justifies so that he who is justified may live
justly. Grace therefore comes first, then good works." (Augustine: Earlier
Writings, page 388.)

But why does not God do this in all cases? Why does He not call all? Is it I
because some are willing to hear and believe and others are unwilling? For we ll
cannot believe unwillingly. Formally we have the power to will, but the good will ll
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is the gift of God, so that even willing is not wholly ours. What then of those who
reject God's call? Can they frustrate His gracious purpose? Rather we must say
that some are effectually called and some are not. To some the call is made in such
a way that they hear and obey; others are hardened. But of these two things we
can be sure: there is no unrighteousness with God and He treats men differently
as He wills. The justice of God may be seen imperfectly in this analogy. A creditor
may exact or remit a debt; in neither case is he acting unjustly, nor has the debtor
any cause for complaint. Who, then, will call in question the works of the Lord,

"who out of one lump (of condemned humanity) damns one and justifies
another? Free will is most important. It exists, indeed, but of what value is
it in those who are sold under sin? 'The flesh,' says he, 'lusteth against the
spirit, and the spirit against the flesh . . . so that ye may not do the things
that ye would'(Galatians 5:17). We are commanded to live righteously, and
the reward is set before us that we shall merit to live happily for ever. But
who can live righteously and do good works unless he has been justified by
faith." (Augustine: Earlier Writings, page 405.)

And Augustine continues:

"What does this prove except that He who commands us to seek and knock,
Himself gives us the will to obey? 'It is not of him that willeth, nor of him
that runneth, but of God that hath mercy.'We could neither will nor run
unless He stirred us and put the motive-power in us." (Ibid.)

So now we see the nature of Augustine's teaching about grace and free will and
how scriptural and Pauline it is. It is the teaching that was reiterated by the
Reformers when they themselves discovered the doctrine of justification by faith
in Romans and saw the contrast between that and the Semi-Pelagianism of the
Church of Rome. Such Semi-Pelagianism has since been set in stone by the
Council of Trent to become the official dogmatic teaching of the Church of Rome.
But the Pauline/Augustinian teaching is to be found in the 39 Articles of Religion,
in particular in Article l0 Of Free-Will, and Article 13 Of Works Before
Justification Now, however, the teaching generally on sin has become so weak
and jejune in the Church of England, that it has fallen away not only from these
Articles, but has fallen below the Semi-Pelagianism of the Church of Rome. Sin
does not figure in the latest report of the Church of England on mission. The
descent into this condition may be traced in the revision of the liturgy, where the
confessions of the Book of Common Prayer have been replaced by the perfunctory
confessions of the Ahernative Service Book.Bu't now it would appear that even
those are unnecessary.

Men and women are today living an illusion; they are seeking to eradicate the
whole concept of sin, even of morality, and the Church is conniving at this. They

:
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have put away from them the moral law of God, and because they have done so
they think that they are living freely for the first time in history, living without
guilt and fear. Paul says, "without the law sin is dead" (Romans 7:g). Tliis is how
Augustine expounds this passage:

"'without the law sin is dead.'That is as if he said, 'sin is latent', in other
words, 'is thought to be dead'. He is going to say that more clearly a little
later. 'I lived without the law once,'he says, i.e., no fear of deathbecause
of sin terrified me, because sin was not made manifest when there was no

. law." (Augustine: Earlier Writings, page 377.)

The modern position is lacking in seriousness. sin is deadly. Man and society
cannot pretend that it does not exist simply because they have put the law of God
behind them. The fact of sin cannot be denied. when the dooi is shut upon it, it
will return through the window. The liberal consensus and conspiracy agiinst sin
will be challenged even by its own members. Matthew panis, one of ihe more
perceptive of modern journalists, wrote a piece recently in The Spectator entitled,
"The possible explanation, which we're brought up to disbelieve, of why people
kill each other". we have been brought up with a liberal education, he-siysjto
believe that hatred, murder, war, are the result of fear, prejudice, ignorance; get
rid of these and people will behave humanely and live at peace. But liuman beings
in the real world do not seem to act like that. perhaps, says parris, the truth is thit
they really do want to kill each other.

w. H. Davies, in his book, Down, Peacock Feathers, posed the same question
fifty years before him:

" It is said that the peoples do not want war.'No doubt it is true that
consciously they do not want it. But unconsciously? can it be seriously
argued that wars would be so frequent, if people, deep down in their
innermost being, did not want it?" (page lZ7).

On these hard facts the liberal consensus is shattered. The banishment of law
does not mean the banishment of sin. It is still there and operative, but it is not
recognised for what it is. It is the duty of the Church therefore to preach the law
of God, and to preach also the grace of God. To declare that the condemned sinner
may be justified by faith, when by grace he will be enabled to love the law and be
given a desire to walk in the way of it. The love of God and the love of His law
will be shed abroad in his hearr by the Holy Spirit, and he will discover that God,s
service is perfect freedom. The refusal to preach and declare the whole counsel of
God, and the depth of man's sin, the demands of the law, and the wonder of God's
grace, is to be false. It is to say, peace, peace, where there is no peace. From such
a false position the Church could be rescued if it were prepared to reinstate the
Augustinian doctrine of sin and grace.
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The Fear of the Lord
ISA A. BUCKLEY

Proverbs 9:10: "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: and the
knowledge of the holy is understanding."

The book of Proverbs has much to say about this right and holy fear, this
reverence of the Lord which should be deep in our hearts and minds.

There is no fear of God in our land today, and we see the sad results of this all
around us. Even in many Churches there is a lack of that reverence of the Lord
which should control our worship and our lives.

Let us look for a little at some of these verses in Proverbs. There are many
others in Scripture :

Proverbs 8:13: "The/ear of the lnrdis to hate evil: pride, and arrogancy and the
evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate."

Proverbs 14: 26-272 "In the fear of the Lord is strong confidence: and his
children shall have a place of refuge. Tlte fear of the Lord is a fountain of life."

Proverbs 15:16: "Better is little with the fear of the l-ord than great treasure and
trouble therewith."

Proverbs 16:6. "By mercy and truth iniquity is purged: and by the fear of the
Lord men depart from evil."

Proverbs 19:232 "The fear of the Lord tendeth to life: and he that hath it shall
abide satisfied; he shall not be visited with evil."

Proverbs 23zl7 t "Let not thine heart envy sinners: but be thou in the fear of the
Lord all the day long.

From John Bunyan: "No fears, no grace. Though there is not always grace
where there is fear of hell, yet to be sure, there is no grace where there is no fear
of God. For the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and they that lack the
beginning have neither middle nor end."

Hebrews 12:28-29: "Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved,
let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and
godly fear: for our God is a consuming fire."

"Fear Him, ye saints, and you will then
Have nothing else to fear;
Make you His service your delight,
Your wants shall be His care." Tate & Brady
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The Rent Veil
W. T. SUMMERS (Flitwick, Beds)

Luke 23:34-45

MANT YOU TO TRY and imagine that you are living in another country in
another century; that you are living in the days of Moses when the Tabernacle was
being built, or had just been built. It is pitched away out there in this wilderness
of Sinai - a pretty dreadful bleak sort of place - and you hear that this is the
meeting place of God, you long to meet with God, and you long to know God,
you want to find God and know something of His presence - you want to be very
close to God - but, you are a Gentile! That means that you cannot get very close
in the Tabernacle or in the Temple in later centuries. Oh! I grant you there is a
place as far out from the centre as you can possibly get, loosely attached to the
Temple and known as the Court of the Gentiles. So, being a Gentile, you can only
go thus far into the Tabernacle; here you see others coming and going in and your
heart longs to get closer to where God is, but you cannot.

Now imagine that you are a Jew or Jewess. You can go a little further into the
Tabemacle. There was the Court of the Women, where the men were not allowed,
and there was a place where the men were allowed, but you are not allowed to go
further in, nearer to where God is in this Tabernacle. You long to be really close
to God. You sometimes wish, "If only I had been born a priest - they could go
in further than any of these other people - if only I could go in there!".

I want you to imagine now that you are one of the priests. You can come in past
the Court of the Gentiles, through the Court of the Women and past where the men
are, and go into the Holy Place where the priests are allowed, not whenever you
want, but only when you are on duty. There is, however, another curtain and,
beyond that the Most Holy Place, or sometimes described as the Holy of Holies,
and there is the Shekinah Glory. This is the place where God manifests Himself.
This is the place where you have been led to believe God is. Oh! God is in
heaven - indeed - but His presence is in a very wonderful and real sense in the
Holy of Holies. Only the High Priest could go into the Holy of Holies. He could
only go in on one day of the year, the great Day of Atonement. Do you not wish
that you were that High Priest because you just long to be where God is, in the
presence of God?

Now I want you to imagine that you are the great High Priest and the time
comes, the Day of Atonement dawns, you have the privilege and are able on that
one day (not without a vast amount of preparation) to go through the curtain,
beyond the veil and into the Holy of Holies, and there you would know something
of the awesome God who is present with you.
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Moving many centuries along, now imagine yourself in roughly the same sort
of area. It is a Friday, just past midday and coming towards three o'clock and you
are standing there by a hill known as Golgotha where there are three crosses -
two men who are ostensibly criminals, maybe malefactors, thieves, bad people -
that is why they are being crucified - but there is something dffirent and you
believe it, that the One on the centre cross is the Son of God. You believe He is
God's Son, and you see the nails going into His hands and His feet and you see
the blood being shed, the crown of thorns going on his brow, the lacerations on
His deeply furrowed back and the blood flowing from the wounds, and then you
see a spear being thrust into His side and that body being bruised, that body being
torn, that body being mangled and mutilated.

we imagine now that we are actually in the Temple. Be quiet! Be solemn! Be
serious! It is almost deserted. Everyone outside milling around - but there are
one or two people there in the deathly hush of the innermost part of the Temple
on that occasion when the hour comes round to three o'clock. Suddenly two great
unseen hands get hold of the veil and tear it from top to bottom. The way into the
Most Holy Place is exposed. can you imagine the sense of fear, the sense of
dread, of awe and amazement? You have never known anything like this before.
The curtain, we are told, was something like 68 feet long and 30 feet wide - torn.

Now to verses 34-36. Read Luke's account. He gives us the facts and our faith
is based firmly, solidly, on fact. The writer to the Hebrews, on the other hand,
gives us the explanation of the facts. He tells us what this means and he opens it
up for us and explains it to us, that the body of the son of God there upon the cross
was the veil and as the veil was torn the body was torn and the way into the very
presence of God was now open and visible, and there is a way to the Father. This
shows forth the greatness of Jesus Christ. He is greater than all these other things.
Look there in Hebrews to see how He is greater and how He is better and,
particularly, His sacrifice upon the Cross. It is better than the old Testament
sacrifices. It is greater than the Aaronic priesthood. It is more wonderful than the
old restament order and the Tabernacle and all these other things. Now, the
context of all this is, that the body of the Lord Jesus Christ was there on the cross
and that was the veil that was being torn. His flesh, His body, was torn.

I want to get two very obvious and simple lessons out of this text and the first
is to show -

THE GREATNESS OF OUR PRIVILEGE

If only I knew it better myself I might be able to preach it better, and, if only I
could preach it better and appreciate it better, you might understand and
appreciate it better. I am quite convinced that God's people, more particularly in
these days, have little understanding of the amazing privilege which is theirs.
what does it mean to be a christian? Says one, "It means that I won't go to hell".
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Thank God, that is true, absolutely true, but is that the whole truth? There
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something so much bigger than just knowing that you will not be cast away from
the presence of God into everlasting perdition and punishment. Another says,
"Being a Christian means that I have peace in my mind", but it is more than that.
Another says, "I have satisfaction", but being a Christian is very much more than
than. It is much more than peace, happiness, security and heaven. What does it
mean to be a Christian? It means that you can approach God. There is only One
Way, through the torn flesh, the veil. It means that I can approach God. The writer
to the Hebrews says: "Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the
holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, which he hath consecrated
for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh; and having an high priest over the
house of God; let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having
our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure
water" (10:19-22). And you can do it daily. You can do it whenever you need. You
can approach God at whatever time of any day or night when you need Him.
Some Christians do not make use of their privilege. Some Christians have no idea
what a privilege it is to be able to come to God. we are authorised to come into
the presence of God since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place. That
is authorisation. You can go with confidence. No one is going to stop you at the
gate and say, "Show your pass". No one is going to say when you get in, "Get
out!". You have confidence to go with your little things. All the hindrances have
gone, righteous claims are all satisfied. There is nothing in heaven or upon earth
that prevents you from going to God as a Christian. There is nothing else to be
done except to make use of our privilege.

Have you seen clearly the relationship between the Cross and prayer? Here it
is. Without the body of Jesus Christ being crucified there would not have been
access to God the Father, but there is access into the very presence of God the
Father because Jesus Christ died and His body, the veil, was torn.

"What various hindrances we meet
. [n coming to the mercy seat:

Yet who ihat knows thl worth of prayer
But wishes to be often there."

There is no greater test of your spirituality than your desire to come to God in
prayer. How much do I long to be with God in prayer, adoring, worshipping,
praising, seeking His face, enjoying God? How much do I long for that? There is
the measure of your spiritual stature. I can approach God and I can do it daily. We
cannot exhaust the privileges of our text. Here it is. Because I can approach Him
daily, I know I shall l ive with Him eternally. That is a wonderful truth. Christ did
not enter a man-made sanctuary, He has gone through the veil which is His flesh.
He has gone through death and into glory, and He is in the presence of God. My
friends, very soon every one of us, if true believers, relatively speaking in relation
to time, let alone in relation to eternity, in a breath, in the twinkling of an eye, will
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be out of this life and in the presence of God, and there for all eternity. What a
glorious thing that is! What glory! What a privilege! - to follow Jesus into the
very presence of God and live with Him for all eternity! Oh! how precious is
Jesus! Is there anything in life at all that is more precious than our Saviour Jesus
Christ, who allows us access to the Father by prayer and access into His presence
for all eternity? All this through our Lord Jesus Christ!

I want to take you now to Ephesians: "And you hath he quickened who were
dead in trespasses and sins" (2:1), and then Paul goes on to enlarge upon that, and
how we were under the dominion of the devil, then: "But God, who is rich in
mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead in sins,
hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace .re ye saved) and hath raised us
up togetheq and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus" (verses
4 and 5). We are ushered into His very presence - all these wonderful things
begin here and now. By nature and by practice we were very far from God, but
now, by grace, brought nigh to Him through faith in Jesus:

"So nbar, so very near to God, :

Nearer I cannot be;
For in the person of His Son
I am as near as He."

Do you begin to see something of the connection between the eross and your
happiness, your joy and your eternal bliss? How are you going to enjoy God and
Jesus and heaven and glory? Only through the Cross of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ. The greatness of our privilege. Now a few words on -

THE GREATNESS OF THE COST

It involved physical suffering. The sun did not shine and the curtain of the Temple
was torn in two. What is the curtain?According to Hebrews 10:19 and 20:
"Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of
Jesus, by a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil,
that is to say, his flesh" - the curtain was the flesh, the body of our Lord Jesus
Christ. It was torn. That was the cost of the privilege which is yours. His body was
broken; His body was marred; His blood was shed. This includes all His mental
anguish as well. He looked to those from whom He was wanting support and
found them fast asleep. Are there any sleeping disciples here now? What a
disappointment to the Saviour! It included all that. It included the desertion.
"They all forsook him and fled." It did not just include physical suffering but
physical death. "And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind
by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled in the body of his flesh through
death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight." His
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blood was shed unto death, but it also included spiritual sufferings. what was it
that happened between verses 44 and 45, which Luke omits but others put in?
There was that awful cry of dereliction of our Lord Jesus. "My God, my God, why
hast thou forsaken me?" Spiritual sufferings. But dare I say even more? "He hath
made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the
righteousness of God in him" (2 corinthians 5:21). The sinless Lamb of God was
treated by God as a sin offering, and the wrath of God was poured upon His own
dear Son. Because the veil was torn from top to bottom it could only have been
torn by the unseen hands of God who tore the veil. who tore the flesh of God the
son? Tremendous mystery! It was God the Father! "Yet it pleased the Lord to
bruise him; he hath put Him to grief." The same God who had recently opened the
heavens saying, "This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased", of whom
the hymnwriter wrote:

"Oh! Christ, what burdens bowed Thy head,
Our load was laid on Thee,
Thou stoodest in the sinner's stead
To bear all ill for me."

And again -

"Jehovah lifted up His rod;
Oh! Christ it fell on Thee;
Thou wast sore stricken by Thy God."

Have you ever been aghast at the thought of God the Father tearing His only
begotten Son?

Why did God the Father tear the Temple curtain from top to bottom? Why
did God the Father bruise and tear the flesh of His own Son? Is there any other
feasible explanation but that this great God of glory loved ns? There is no other
reason than that His people are so precious to God, and so loved by God, that
He tore the veil, the flesh of His own Son who went to the Cross and was
crucified so that you and I may have access to God here and now and throughout
all eternity.

My beloved friends, by the sufferings of Jesus, by the tearing of His body, by
the outpouring of His blood, I beseech you, see how much God wants you to pray.
By the broken body of Jesus, by the outpoured blood, by the accumulation of
all his sufferings, see how much God wants you with Him in glory everlasting
in heaven.

Until that day He wants us to come into His presence. He wants us to draw near
to Him. He says, "The Way is open", because you can come through the veil,
through the torn flesh of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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The Day of Rest
PETER KING (Stanford,  Beds)

PART II

1. WHY DO CHRISTIANS WORSHIP ON SUNDAYAND NOT SATURDAY?

We now turn to the contentious problem of Sunday observance. We remind
ourselves of the original meaning of the word Sabbath as a time of rest in the
sense of changing from the norm, and the Jewish remembrance both of the
deliverance from Egypt and the example of God.

(a) The Levitical order confirms Pentecost occurred on the'first day of
the week

There is nowhere in the scriptures where a specific instruction tells Christians to
change from Saturday to Sunday, and this is why some feel no change should take
place. However, several pointers show the early Christians did change the day of
worship. We have to go back to the Old Testament again to find a reference to the
"first day of the week". In Leviticus chapter 23 the Feast of Tabernacles reminds
the people of their nomadic lifestyle (and Christians of their temporary stay in this
world). The fruits gathered in, "on the first day shall be a Sabbath, and on the
eighth day shall be a Sabbath". Similarly the Feast of Pentecost, earlier in the
chapteq was held on the first day of the week. In the New Testament we learn the
Holy Spirit visited the early Church, not on the Sabbath, but the first day of the
week, the day the apostles preached the Word and the people heard it in their own
language. What a day that must have been, with three thousand people added to
the Church. It is strange that some contend that if the Church had kept the Jewish
Sabbath instead of changing to the Christian Lord's Day, the Church would have
been more effective in the world. Would to God 3,000 people were saved every
Lord's Day, for this was hardly a failure!

(b) After the Resurrection our Lord observed the lirst dav
The Lord Jesus Christ always kept the Jewish customs to avoid violating the Law.
As a Jew He attended the worship on the Sabbath as at the time He was in
Capernaum. "And they went into Capernaum; and straightway on the Sabbath
Day he entered into the synagogue, and taught." The Old Covenant applied until
He had given Himself a sacrifice for sin, then old things passed away and all
things became new (2 Corinthians 5:17). After He rose from the dead, He did not
go to the synagogue any more but met His disciples in the upper room. "Then the
same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut
where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in
the midst." Eight days later He met them again. This Resurrection Day sees the
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change from seventh day to first day, as the most important in the week, but does
that not degrade the hallowed nature of the seventh day? No, for we have learned
many times the seventh day was a rest day, a different day, and opportunity to
worship and recall the goodness of God. The Jews remembered the great
deliverance from Egypt on that day, and Christians remember their redemption
from the curse of the law on the day the Lord rose from the dead, triumphing over
the grave. surely there could be no greater reason to meet than this event,
honoured by our Lord and practised by the apostles. The Lord met His disciples
at least five times after the Resurrection on the Lord's Day.

(c) Paul preached to the people on the first day of the week
when Eutychus fell from the loft while listening to Paul preaching, it seems the
disciples came together on the first day of the week to break bread (Acts 20:7).
The Lord told His disciples He would not eat the supper with them on earth again,
but commanded them, and us, to remember His death in this way. No better day
to have this memorial service than the day He rose from the dead, and the early
Church followed the practice.

(d) John on the Isle of Patmos

The Book of Revelation unfolds the Gospel age, known as "the last days", starting
with the first coming of our Lord until He comes again. It is significant that John
speaks of being in the Spirit on "the Lord's Day", which Christians take as the
first day of the week. It is distinct from the Day of the Lord, being the time our
Lord will return for His Church. John did not say the Sabbath Day, or the Passover
Day, but this day which the Lord gave, as He also gave the Lord's Supper. John,
driven from his home and christian fellowship, engaged himself in spiritual
exercise at the time he would have done in freedom, so we can justly assume this
was the first day of the week, when the saints met to worship and give thanks.

(e) The ancients kept the Lord's Day ts i'-t
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Barnabas called the day the eighth day, "and therefore we keep the eighth day
joyfully, in which Jesus rose from the dead". This accords with the writings of
Iraneus and Justin Martyr who lived about fifty years after Christ. oriegen,
Tertullian and others all referred to the Lord's Day, and why should they
distinguish it from others if it were not to be honoured as the day Christ rose from
the dead?

(0 There is no expansion of Sabbath keeping in the New Testament
Only two references occur in the New Testament conceming the Sabbath, and
Paul refers to "day keeping", firstly in Romans l4:l-7. The subject is Christian
liberty in contrast to the legalism of the Jewish order. Remembering many
converts in Rome came from Judaism, Paul teaches them the change from the
demands of the ceremonial law to the constraints of the Gospel. If one keeps the
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day through legal persuasion he dishonours the Lord, for to regard the Sabbath as
a "legal" day implies that Christ, who is the Sabbath rest to all believers, has not
come. That does not mean we do not meet to worship and have fellowship on the
Lord's Day, in fact Paul says elsewhere we are not to forget to meet.

The other reference is in Galatians 4:10, 11, where the apostle teaches the same
matter, that observing days, that is Sabbaths, is superseded by the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Those who say we should keep the Sabbath have not
understood the "Sabbath rest" in Christ and are in danger of legalism, from which
Paul had laboured so hard to preach to them. "I am afraid for you," he says, "lest
I have laboured for you in vain."

(g) Baptism first practised on the Lords Day

The ordinance of believers baptism is the symbolism of burial with Christ rising
again for our justification. The first great baptism in the apostolic times occurred
on the Day of Pentecost, on the first day of the week. No greater seal could be
given to the significance of the day than for those who believe, being baptised on
Resurrection Day. People were saved and baptised on other days, as the narrative
continues to record.

2. WHAT DO CHRISTIANS DO ON THE LORD'S DAY?

(a) Remember the Resurrection of Christ

It was on the first day of the week our Lord rose from the dead, and Christians
rejoice in this great event, coming together in prayer and praise. The Resurrection
was the visible evidence the Father gave us that He approved of His Son's
sacrifice. If our Lord had remained in the grave, death would have been the victor
and the Church lost to all eternity, but we believe He lives to intercede for us and
the Lord's Day is our occasion to worship and reverence the divine Trinity.

(b) Worship and rest

There is a difference between resting and idleness, and Christians must always be
careful not to fall into the trap Satan sets by spending the Lord's Day unprofitably.
After a busy week it is so easy to let the Lord's Day slip by almost unnoticed,
instead of using the opportunity to worship and meditate on spiritual matters. Our
occupation should be God centred, and not pleasing ourselves with worldly
entertainment. The commandment, from which we take our example, clearly
teaches six days of labour but this one day as a holy day. Holiness is explained as
a desire to be like God and to walk closely with Him, and communion and
worship sit close to one another but can soon be separated by selfish desire.

(c) What about essential work?

The Pharisees always watched our Lord in an attempt to trip Him on some point
of doctrine or their law. Seeing Him heal a man on the Sabbath prompted the
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question whether it was allowed. Hear our Lord's reply: "And they asked him,
saying, Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath days? that they might accuse him. And
he said unto them, What man shall there be among you, that shall have one sheep,
and if it fall into a pit on the sabbath day, will he not lay hold on it, and lift it out?
How much then is a man better than a sheep? Wherefore it is lawful to do well on
the sabbath days." On another occasion He said the Sabbath was made for man
not man for the Sabbath, from which we learn acts of mercy and necessity may
be done on the Lord's Day.

(d) The Lord's Day is not legal like the Jewish Sabbath

Legality is a common fault among Christians as they try to justify what they do.
Some hold a severe view on Church attendance and restricted activity on the
Lord's Day, forgetting this leads to legality. As Christians we can measure our
commitment to our Lord by the desire we have to be with other Christians.
Worship should be a delight, not a duty, and if we have little care about meeting
for prayer and thanksgiving we are wise to question our faith. A man who would
rather be with friends than with his wife should examine his love for her. We
know that chapel attendance is not a barometer on spiritual health, for we can
meet in a formal way. On the other hand, a healthy Christian wishes to meet.
Going to church or chapel does not save a soul, yet a saved soul will want to be
where Christians are, for the family connection is a real relationship.

(e) The promise to those who meet together

It is clear from several passages in Scripture that God's purpose for Christians is
to meet together. "Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the
manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see
the day approaching." The time should be spent, whether on the Lord's Day, or at
other times of worship, not in idle gossip, but encouragement and support,
remembering the time is short. David is clear about this when he says, "Behold,
how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity". He urges
his generation to recognise the blessings which follow: "I was glad when they
said unto me, Let us go into the house of the Lord. Our feet shall stand within thy
gates, O Jerusalem." Sadly, so many see the assembly as an occasion, not as
divine worship and fellowship, so the term "fun and fellowship" has crept into the
vocabulary of the Church, but our forefathers knew nothing of this. We should
conduct ourselves with dignity if we want the blessing promised, recalling Paul's
words: "Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of
one accord, of one mind. Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in
lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves."

(f) Preaching the Word

The New Testament has many examples of preaching the Word on the Lord's Day,
and this is the centrepiece of Christian public worship. Many assemblies have
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replaced preaching with discussion or a few acceptable phrases to settle the
people's minds. A new phenomena has also appeared, the preacher with the Bible
in one hand and a joke book in the other. No wonder the modern Christian is weak
in doctrine, an easy prey to the deception around us. Unless the people are taught,
encouraged and directed to Christ, Churches will remain vulnerable to false
practice and teaching. Listen to Nehemiah when he called the people back to the
Law (the Word of God): " . . . and the Levites, caused the people to understand
the law: and the people stood in their place. So they read in the book in the law
of God distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused them to understand the reading."
May God raise up again preachers and teachers like Nehemiah.

- o -

A T[aitor, a Cripple and a
Very Old Man

MICHAEL BENTLEY (Great Hol lands Free Church, Berks)

2 Samuel 19

I USED TO TEACH Religious Education in a comprehensive school and each
year when my new class reached the part in the syllabus where Jesus called His
twelve disciples, I often used to set the children homework like this: If you were
going to set out to perform a great task, what twelve kinds of people would you
choose to help you to carry out your objective?

Of course, the boys would often give themselves the job of managing the
England football team and beating, e.g., Brazil in the World Cup; and they would
list the names of the twelve best footballers they could think of. When they did
this I used to say to them: "No. I don't want their names, I want to know the sort
of people you think would best be able to achieve your goal."

David had a similar task when he set off to return to Jerusalem to take up the
reins of kingship once again. After the death of Absalom, many of the people of
Judah wanted David to come back and reign in his rightful place, as king over the
whole land. However, not everyone was convinced that he was man-enough for
the job and many of them argued about his suitability (see l9:9).

But eventually a great many of the men of Judah came to Gilgal in order to
meet David and bring him back across the Jordan and into his capital once again.

It is interesting to note that Gilgal means "rolling away". Many years before
this, God made a fresh start with the children of Israel in this very place. It was at
Gilgal that all the men were circumcised as a sign that they belonged to God and
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not to Egypt. The Lord said, "This day have I rolled away the reproach of Egypt
from off you". And the sacred writer comments, "wherefore the name of the place
is called Gilgal unto this day" (Joshua 5:9).

_ Among all the huge crowd of people who came out to welcome back King
David we are told about three. None of them are the kind of people we would
expect to be received by David. In fact they remind me of the twelve special
disciples whom Jesus chose; none of whom we would have selected for the Jpread
of the Gospel message.

They are Shimei (a traitor), Mephibosheth (a cripple) and Barzillai (a very old
man). As we examine each of these we will see that they tell us something about
the kind of people Jesus will receive when He comes to take up His full place and
reign in all His glory over His people.

Shimei

we first met shimei in 16:6. This was when David was fleeing for his life. As he
ran away Shimei came out and cursed David. He used very violent language
against the Lord's anointed king. He cried, "come out, coml out, thou bloodv
man, and thou man of Belial".

He went on further by shouting, "The Lord hath returned upon thee all the
blood of the house of saul, in whose stead thou hast reigned; and the Lord hath
delivered the kingdom into the hand of Absalom thy son". We see there that
shimei showed, in no uncertain way, that he regarded David as useless. Formerly
he had acknowledged David as king of the land, but now he turned traitor againit
him. This was exactly the behaviour of many who hailed Jesus as the King or tne
Jews on the first Palm Sunday, but very quickly turned against Him and cailed out
for Him to be crucified.

when Shimei started to speak so disrespectfully against David, one of the
king's servants, a man called Abishai, said to David, "why should this dead dog
curse my lord the king? Let me go over, I pray thee, and take off his head.;
However, David calmly replied, "Let him alone, and let him curse" (16:ll).

David had been humiliated by Absalom's treachery and he felt that what Shimei
was saying had some truth in it. The king was feeling very depressed and he did
not want to say or do anything which would make things any worse than they
were already. So, trying to ignore Shimei, David and his men continued along the
road. They did nothing to stop Shimei going along the hillside opposite him,
cursing as he went and throwins stones at him and showering him with dirt.

If anyone had treated us like that, how would we feel about him? we wouldn't
forget him very easily; nor would you forgive him very quickry. But now, some
time later on when David was returning as king, it is this same man, Shimei, who
is the first one to hurry down the river bank, rush up to David and give him a big
welcome. when Shimei approached David we are not surprised to read thit
Abishai was not happy about it. Even if David had forgotten shimei's appalling
behaviour, he had not. He said to his master, "shall not Shimei be put to death for
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this?". This is the man the man who, not long ago, cursed the Lord's anointed
(19:21). Abishai might have added, "Don't trust him".

But, once again David sprang to the defence of Shimei and he said, "Shall there
any man be put to death this day in Israel?". In other words, David was saying,
"This is a day of good tidings. We don't want anyone to be put to death on this
day of all days." David did not want Shimei to be killed for political reasons, but
also because he noticed that Shimei had undergone a change of heart. It seems
that David believed that Shimei had broken with his old way of life and that he
now had a completely new attitude.

David knew this because of the words which Shimei spbke, and the way in
which he said them. David detected that Shimei was a changed man because he
came humbly before the king. He did not immediately start to sing his own
praises. In fact he came to David in humility.

Humility is a quality which is in very short supply these days. People are too
full of their own importance. They are very reluctant to admit their own
inadequacies, and instead ofbehaving anogantly, they should seek forgiveness for
their sins much more readily.

It is clear from this account that Shimei ceased his defiant conduct. We can say
this because the first thing that he did was to fall prostrate before the king. He did
this to show that he knew that he was not worthy of the king's mercy.

Next he freely and fully confessed his sins. He did not try to blame anyone else
for his own wickedness. Instead he humbly asked David's forgiveness and then
said: "May my lord not hold me guilty." He came straight to the point, and talked
about the thing which was foremost on his mind; it laid heavily upon his
conscience. He pleaded with David: "Let not my lord impute iniquity unto me,
neither do thou remember that which thy servant did perversely the day that my
lord the king went out of Jerusalem, that the king should take it to his heart. For
thy servant doth know that I have sinned: therefore, behold, I am come the first
this day of all the house of Joseph to go down to meet my lord the king."

The thing which weighed most heavily upon him was this; he had sinned! Any
repentance must start with a clear acknowledgement of our own wrongdoing.
Shimei made no attempt to make excuses for his behaviour. He knew that the
blame lay fairly and squarely on his own shoulders.

Our problem is that we find it very difficult to freely admit our wrong.
Howeveq that is what we are going to have to do if we are to receive the Lord's
foregiveness and be loyal supporters of His cause. David freely forgave Shimei
and welcomed him as one of his followers. He had no problem in forgetting and
forgiving Shimei for all the wrong which he had done to him, and he promised
him, on oath, that he would not be put to death (19:23).

I do not know whether Shimei ever doubted the king's word. I wonder if he
ever thought, "Well, that's alright for now, but I don't suppose David will
remember his solemn promise to me if he gets up in a bad mood one day and
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different it is for us when the Kidg of kings speaks directly to us, and says, "Son,
daughteq your sins which are many are all forgiven you" .

When Jesus whispers into our ears, "You shall not die, but live", then how can
we doubt that He means it? We can have full assurance that God will always keep
His promise to us. How wonderful is God's forgiveness of His people! This is the
Gospel truth - no born-again believer will die for his sins. This is because Jesus
has already done that on our behalf. God promises to us on oath, "You shall not
die", because Jesus has already died in our place. When we come to Him in
humble contrition and faith in the blood of Christ, then we know that He has taken
away the guilt and power of our sins and has made us His new creation.

By the same token, we too, should be ready to forgive those who say a genuine
"sorry" to us and ask us to forgive them. We pray, in the Lord's prayer, "Forgive
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors". Jesus also says, "If ye forgive men their
trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you" (Matthew 6:14).

I Nlephibosheth

f He was the sole surviving member of Saul's household. The main reason he was

f still alive was because so far as fighting was concerned he was a rather helpless

f cripple. Yet David had showed kindness to him, and he always had a place at
f David's table.

I However, when David was deposed by his son, Absalom, Mephibosheth did not

I side with the king. After all of the kindness David had shown him, Mephibosheth

f took notice of what his servant, Ziba, had said so that he did not go with David.

f It seems thatZlbahad prevented Mephibosheth from supporting David and he had
I told this crippled man terrible lies about the king. In any case, because he was a
f cripple, Mephibosheth was unable to do very much of any real use when it came
I to fighting.

I H6weu-er, he now came before the king. He was among tho"6e who gathered at
I Gilgal to welcome back King David. But what a state he was in! He hadn't taken

I care of his feet which, as a cripple, was a very important thing to do for the sake

f of his own welfare. He had not trimmed his moustache; it hung down in a very

, 4 Perhaps worst of all, he had not washed his clothes from the day the king left until

I I the day he returned safely (see 19:24).
I I In this awful state he approached the king. Why had he let himself go so much?

It seems that it was because he was so miserable at the king's departure. He was

I 1} of royal blood and, therefore, he could have made an attempt to gain the throne
I I for himself. Yet rather than seeking to feather his own nest when David left, he
I I mourned for the king.
t r
I I This was rather like Jesus said in one of His parables: "Can the children of the
I f bridechamber mourn, as long as the bridegroom is with them? but the days will
I f come, when the bridegroom shall be taken from them, and then shall they fast"

t
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The only thing that Mephibosheth wanted out of life was to have the king back.
He was not interested in being given back half of his rightful property (which Ziba
had deceived him into giving to him).Instead he said, "Let lZibal take all,
forasmuch as my lord the king is come again in peace unto his own house"
(19:30). Mephibosheth said to David: "What right therefore have I yet to cry any
more unto the king?" (19:28).

Do we have that kind of spirit? Are we prepared to sacrifice everything, just so
long as we can be in the presence of our Lord? That is the mark of a holy person
and it ought to be our resolve to spend more time in the presence of King Jesus.

Barzillai

This dear old man, of eighty years, also came out to welcome his king back. He
had never been a traitor. He had never failed to support the king. unlike the
others, he had always stood by his lord.

He reminds me of Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna. This great saint, who was said
to have been a disciple of John the apostle, forfeited his life at the stake, in the
year AD 156. when he was about to be burnt, the Roman official felt sorry for him,
because of his great age. So he offered to save his life if he would but curse Christ.
His reply has come all the way down through time, as an example of his very
strong faith. He told the proconsul: "Eighty and six years have I served Him, and
He hath done me no wrong; how then can I blaspheme my King who saved me"
(Renwick, The Story of the Church,lVP, page 28).

Barzillai was not called upon to die for his king but he had stood up for him.
When David was fleeing for his life Barzillai was one of those who brought beds,
and basons, and earthen vessels, and wheat, and barley, and flour, and parched
corn, and beans, and lentiles, and parched pulse, and honey, and butter, and sheep,
and cheese of kine, for David, and for the people that were with him, to eat: for
they said: "The people is hungry and weary, and thirsty, in the wilderness" (17:28-
29). This old man had befriended David in his hour of need.

Therefore, as a reward for Barzillai's faithfulness David said: "Come over with
me, and I will feed thee with me in Jerusalem" (19:33). But Barzillai answered the
king: "How long have I to live, that I should go up with the king unto Jerusalem?"
Barzillai was a sensible man. He appreciated the king's kindness but he felt that
it was all beyond him - at his time of life. In any case, he did not help the king
just so that he could be rewarded. He provided for the needs of the king because
the king was in need, and he honoured and respected him. He felt that it was better
for him to stay where everything was familiar.

Instead of taking up the honour himself, Barzillai asked David to take
chimham with him. chimham may well have been the son, or grandson, of the
old man. whatever the case, David, at the end of his days, certainly wanted
Solomon to show kindness to the sons of Barzillai (1 Kings 2:7).
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The King of kings

One day, a much, much greater King will come back to claim His people. He is
the King of kings, the Lord Jesus Christ, and He will come back to this earth.
When that happens, what kind of people will go out to meet Him? More
importantly, what sort of people will He welcome and honour?

I suspect that there will not be many who are wise by human standards. There
will not be many who are influential, nor many who are of noble birth. The reason
for that is that "not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many
noble, are called: but God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound
the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the
things which are mighty; and base things of the world, and things which are
despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought
things that are: that no flesh should glory in his presence" (1 Corinthians l:26-29).

Some of those who welcome the King and will be received by Him on that
great day will have been traitors to His cause. Some will have been half-hearted
in their obedience to His commands. Some will be crippled by sin and evil living;
and many will be elderly servants of God who have been faithful to Him all of
their days.

In the kingdom of our God there will be all sorts and conditions of men.
How amazing it is that Jesus receives sinners. Yet this is precisely why He came
to this earth and why He died on the Cross and rose again from death. This story
before us has its imperfections. Although Shimei outlived David, David warned
his son, Solomon, not to consider Shimei as entirely innocent (1 Kings 2:8-9,
36-46) - but that's another story! In Christ's kingdom there will be no
imperfections. This is because the blood of Christ, God's Son, cleanses all of His
people from every stain.

The story of David's welcome of these different kinds of people is amazing in
its wonderful grace, but how much more glorious is the story of the Christ of
Calvary who receives sinners, and even eats with them!

Are we among those who are eagerly awaiting His return? One day He will
come back to this earth, and those of us who are alive will welcome Him. But
whether we are alive when He comes or whether we have already left this earth
before that, the question for each one of us is, "Am I ready?".

I

FROM TTIE SHORTER CATECHISM

Question No. 33: What is justification?

Answer: Justification is an act of God's free grace, wherein He pardoneth all our
sins, and accepteth us as righteous in His sight, only for the righteousness of
Christ imputed to us, and received by faith alone.
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SaIt
SALT, in the first place, is a wonderful preservative against comrption. When
we want to preserve a piece of meat we salt it. Bacon keeps a long time because
it is salted. When thoroughly salted it can never be extracted. There is one thing
we can learn from this. God's grace is like salt. May He implant His fear in
young hearts because it will preserve them from corruption and save them from
eternal death.

If we took no salt with our food we should die. Cruel people once interned
Christians in this way. Unless you become partakers of God's grace you will
perish. You know the sea is salt and God has wisely made it so. If it were not so,
the water would be comrpt and, as a result, the creeping things both small and
great which exist in its waters would die. The salt always remains in the sea.

We read in the Scriptures of the part salt played in the customs of the East.
Today we think of those in foreign lands who are by God's help making known
to the people the good news of the grace of God to sinners through Jesus Christ.
Teachers are endeavouring to teach the young the same things. In 2 Chronicles
13:4-5 we see salt is an emblem of faithfulness to our agreements, and has not
God made a covenant of grace as salt? Whatever He has said, depend upon it, it
will come to pass. In the East people used to eat salt together as a token of peace
and fellowship. Knowing this we can understand better what Jesus meant when
He said: "Have salt in yourselves and be at peace with one another." Grace leads
to a state of peace. When you feel anger rising in your bosom and you are about
to say some unkind words, may you rememberr the above. Refer to James'Epistle
and consider Colossians 4:6: "Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned
with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man." We should do
to others as we would be done by. Jesus told us to love our enemies. This is not a
thing which we shall do naturally, but God's grace can enable us to do what is
against the flesh.

Salt is used as seasoning. Job 6:6: "Can that which is unsavoury be eaten
without salt? Or is there any taste in the white of an egg?" Bread without salt is
tasteless. Salt leaves a flavour and makes things palatable which would otherwise
have no taste. As you journey through life you will have to meet with many things
that are unpleasant to the flesh. Jesus said: "In the world ye shall have
tribulation." It is God's grace that gives us patience during trials and makes bitter
things sweet. The worst trials have the happiest ending. The poet says:

" The bud may have a bitter taste
But sweet will be the flower."

Salt was used in all the old sacrifices and oblations, so, when we pray to God
it is necessary that we come through Jesus, that one great Sacrifice. The prayers
thus offered up are salted and purified by the fragrance of His Name. We read:
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"Jesus Christ, tie same, yesterday, and today and for bver." If you feel evil rising
within you or are tempted to do something which you know to be wrong, ask Him
to grant you His help and be delivered from evil.

Be at peace with one another. God grant you His fear which is:

" An unctuous light to all that's right
And a bar to all that's wrong."

- o -

A BRIEF SUMMARY

F.  J .  HARRIS (Min is ter  o f  Prov idence Chapel ,  Chel tenham)
.  i  .  ' t

THE CERIAINTY WE HAVE concerning vital, saving truth, comes to us only as
a result of God's revelation of that truth in His inspired and inerrant Word. All that
we need to know about God, ourselves, and the salvation which is in Christ Jesus
is found in that revelation - and nowhere else. We have, therefore, a means of
determining not only what is true, but the right to declare that some teachings are
false. Indeed this is not only a right but a duty, a highly important duty, for all
religious cults have something to say concerning our eternal destinies - whether
we shall live forever with God or forever separated from Him.

This is a matter so vital that we must be sure. It is not enough that a religious
teacher seems sincere, speaks with authority, quotes from the Bible, or uses
Christian terminology. These have ever been Satan's way of deceiving multitudes
for the apostle Paul wrote of "false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming
themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan himself is
transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers
also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness, whose end shall be
according to their works" (2 Corinthians ll:13-15).

The following seven characteristics of a cult will enable us to recognise false
teachers when they or their literature confront us.

1. A dismissal of all other religion 
;Di '

Jehovah's Witnesses say that all who follow other
Christianity are deceived followers of the devil.

The Mormons say that Christianity was in a state
revealed Himself to Joseph Smith in 1820. There
Church of Latter Day Saints (the Mormons).

religions or other forms of

of total apostasy until God
is no salvation outside the
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christian Scientists say that the final revelation was given to Mrs. Mary Baker
Eddy and her book, science and Healthwith the key to the Scriptures, is the voice
of truth uncontaminated by human hypotheses.

2. A despising of history

Most of the cults began their existence in the last century yet they declare that
they alone know the truth. They completely ignore the fact that the Church existed
for 1900 years before them. By claiming to have the only true revelation they
imply that for nearly 2000 years the church was in gross error and darkness.
If that were true, one would have to ask, "Did the foundation left by christ and
His apostles fail immediately? Did God leave the Church to languish for nearly
2000 years? Has Christ's promise that the gates of hell should not prevail against
the Church failed?

"Yes" would seem to be the answer of the cults. But that has not been the case.
Early Church Councils wrestled with controversies and produced statements of
religious truth, and historic Christianity has ever remained within the boundaries
of those doctrines. The Church has indeed passed through many dark periods but
God always raised up men to defend and proclaim the truth and to purify the
Church. Church fathers, reformers, theologians, and great preachers, like
Athanasius, Augustine, wycliff, Tyndale, Luther, calvin, whitefield, the wesleys,
and Spurgeon have been mightily used by God. At times He has so accompanied
the preaching of His word with the power of the Spirit that great spiritual
awakenings and wonderful seasons of revival have brought untold blessing to the
Church and to the world.

Those great statements of faith, those truths rediscovered after times of
darkness, those truths blessed in times of revival are the truths believed by true
churches today - but not by the cults. In thus despising 1900 years of Church
history, and asserting that they alone have finally discovered the truth, they show
the grossest iurogance and ignorance. ,; ..

3. A defective view of the Bible

cults may claim to believe the Bible as God's word but in practice they often
deny that truth. Some have issued their own "translations" which support their
elroneous teachings; some provide "interpretations" and tell their followers not to
read the Bible alone but to read and interpret it by the literature provided; yet
others (Mormons and Christian Scientists) place another book alongside the Bible
and claim that it is of equal authority. They are saying that they have received
additional revelation from the Lord and those who accept these additional books
usually give them authority over the Bible.

But the Bible was given to us to read for ourselves and, with the help of the
Holy Spirit, to understand and feed upon. countless thousands of christians
will testify to the help they have received from reading the Bible. There is no
need for additional revelations or special interpretations, and those who claim
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that there is such a need betray themselves and show the classic hallmark
the cult member.

4. A dishonouring of the Lord Jesus Christ
Far from confessing Him the eternal Son of God who was manifest in the flesh,
all cults deny His deity. The teaching of the Jehovah's witnesses is typical - that
He was the first and greatest created being through whom Jehovah accomplishes
His will. Such an assertion is the grossest blasphemy. Mary Baker Eddy said,
"If such a person as Jesus Christ had never existed it would make no difference
to me".

Such failure to acknowledge Jesus Christ as truly God is the most significant
heresy of every cult.

5. A denial of justification by faith
That vital doctrine which Martin Luther described as "the article of a standing or
falling Church"; that blessed doctrine which teaches that sinners are pardoned and
recognised as righteous before God on no other ground than the perfect obedience
and full satisfaction of Christ, imputed to us by God, and received by faith alone,
is not taught by any of the cults. All teach the same mixture of faith (so called)
and works, or submission to the authoritative teaching of the leadership or
participation in various rituals.

6. A dangerous stress on lesser matters
The cults place great emphasis on peculiar practices and insignificant teachings,
and the glorious doctrines of the Gospel are ignored or distorted. In their zeal for
certain legalistic regulations or theories of their own making, like the Pharisees,
they omit the weightier matters of the law. The cults so emphasise minor matters
that they lose the overall perspective of biblical revelation (cf. I Timothy 1:3-4).
When you meet someone (or read literature) who tries to tell you that something
is necessary for salvation apart from faith in christ alone, recognise the error,
resist it, and reject it.

7. A duplication of old errors
Because they despise history, the cults have not learned from it. They bring back
errors from the earliest centuries of Christendom, errors which were long ago
repudiated by the Church. Errors concerning the Person of Christ, the Trinity, the
way of salvation, are repeated and joined with new errors to produce a system
which tragically will never deliver the blessing it promises. There is nothing more
tragic than to see blind followers of blind leaders.

Truly did Solomon say that there is nothing new under the sun. we live in an
age when error is propagated from the pulpit, on the doorstep, on the radio and
television, and when its literature often confronts us. Everyone claims to have the
truth but if these seven characteristics manifest themselves, you may be assured
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that you are dealing with heresy. Isaiah's word is still a sure guide: "To the law
and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there
is no light in them" (Isaiah 8:20).

Never forget that what we believe is of vital importance. What does the
Scripture say?

"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the
gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast" (Ephesians 2:8-9).

What must I do to be saved? Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be
saved" (Acts 16:30-3 1).

- a -

Studies in Second Chronicles:
Hezekiah - the Son who Opened

the House of God
PETER KING (Stanford, Beds) ,

"With him is an arm of flesh; but with as is the Lord our God to help us"

THE HORRORS OF AHAZ are now past and we come to the time of pious
Hezekiah, the son who reopened the house of God, for it was in the first year of
his reign he repaired the Temple and set about restoring true worship in Judah.
Assyria was the world power, dominating the political scene, and Isaiah preached
many warnings to Israel and Judah (Isaiah 20). Evidence of Hezekiah's wish to
serve the Lord comes when he prepared a Passover, inviting Israel to join with
him, but the latter laughed him to scorn (2 Chronicles 30:10) preferring to remain
aloof from Jehovah. The uneasy peace with Assyria may have decided Hezekiah
to ally with Egypt against sargon, and later foolishly allowing Berodach-Baladin,
the king of Babylon, to assess his wealth. Isaiah prophesied his recovery from
sickness (2 Kings 20:6) having received a warning from God to set his house in
order. The godly king reigned 29 years in Jerusalem, surviving the great siege of
Senacharib, son of Sargon kig of Assyria, and his faith in God shone at that
dangerous time, for he encouraged the people against the words of the enemy, and
the Lord saw and rewarded that faith by sending an angel to defend the city and
destroy the Assyrian army. This son did not follow his wicked father, nor was he
able to influence his evil son Manasseh, showing the sovereignty of God in
choosing one of a city and two of a family (Jeremiah 2:14).

I
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Hezekiah cared for the traditions and teaching of his ancestors, a lesson
Christians today do well to note! It is all too easy to label worship "old-fashioned"
and not suitable for a modern generation, but God has set His standards and they
are not negotiable. The history of Judah is replete with examples of departure
from God resulting in destruction and eventually captivity in Babylon. Our day is
one of "small things" but that is no excuse to compromise the Word of God or
"update" the worship of the Almighty.

Lord, help us to follow in humble obedience

- o -

The Power of Example
J. C. RYLE

"Train up a child in the way he should go" (Proverbs 22:6)

INSTRUCTIONS, ADVICEAND COMMANDS will profit little unless they are
backed up by the pattern of your own life. Your children will never believe you
are in earnest and really wish them to obey you so long as your actions contradict
your counsel. To give children good instructions and a bad example is but
beckoning to them with the head to show them the way to heaven while we take
them by the hand and lead them in the way to hell.

We little know the force and power of example. No one of us can live to himself
in this world; we are always influencing those around us in one way or anotheq
either for good or for evil, either for God or for sin. They see our ways, they mark
our conduct, they observe our behaviour; and what they see us practise, that they
may fairly suppose we think right. And never, I believe, does example tell so
powerfully as it does in the case of parents and children. Fathers and mothers, do
not forget that children learn more by the eye than they do by the ear. Imitation is
a far stronger principle with them than memory. What they see has a much
stronger effect on their minds than what they are told. Take care, then, what you
do before a child. It is a true proverb, "Who sins before a child sins double".

Strive rather to be a living epistle of Christ, such as your families can read, and
that plainly too. Be an example of reverence for the Word of God, reverence in
prayer, reverence for means of grace, reverence for the Lord's Day. Be an
example in words, in temper, in diligence, in temperance, in faith, in love, in
kindness, in humility. Think not your children will practise what they do not see
you do. You are their model picture, and they will copy what you are. Your
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teasoning and your lecturing, your wise commands and your good advice - all
this they may not understand, but they can understand your life.

children are very quick observers, very quick in seeing through some kinds of
hypocrisy, very quick in finding out what you really think and feel, very quick in
adopting all your ways and opinions; and you will generally find that as thl father
is, so is the son. They will seldom learn habits which they see you despise nor
walk in paths in which you do not walk yourself. He that preaches to his lhildren
what he does not practise is working a work that never goes forward; it is like the
fabled web of Penelope, who wove all day and unwove all night. so you build
with one hand and pull down with the other.

- a _

Book Reviews
Romans, Robert Haldane. Geneva series of commentaries. The Banner of
TFuth Tfust. pp.729 hardback. f14.95.

The outbreak of the French Revolution stirred Robert Haldane's mind to various
things and led to his conversion. Remarkable success accompanied his preaching
tour on the continent of Europe in 1816-1819, particularly at Geneva. On this visii
many conversions resulted from his exposition of the Epistle to the Romans and
he published a Commentary of it in French.

In February 1817 Haldane undertook to read and explain the Epistle to more
than twenty students from the School of Theology in Geneva.- Through his
scholarly exposition many of the young men were profoundly changed, imong
them Merle d'Aubign6, whose life was largely given to the recovery of the truE
history of the Reformation. Another was Frederic Monot who became the chief
founder of the Free Churches in France.

Preaching fashions of unbelieving scholarship made no impression on Robert
Haldane. He wrote both to instruct and to encourage supreme reverence for the
word of God. His exposition inspired many to enter more deeply into a right
regard for the Scriptures.

The foreward to this English edition of the Geneva series has a quote from
the late Martyn Lloyd Jones stressing three main characteristics of Haldane's
teaching in the Epistle:

1. A prominent emphasis to the necessity of a personal knowledge and
experience of grace.

2. Maintaining the absolute authority and divine inspiration of the Bible.
3. A return to Calvinistic doctrine.
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Haldane comments on each verse of the Epistle and makes the Scriptures live.
This was Haldane's only commentary and it was not until 1835-39 that his great
English work on Romans appeared in three volumes. The Banner of rruth Trust
have to be thanked for producing this stimulating one volume edition.

After a life of great usefulness Robert Haldane died in Edinburgh on
12th December 1842 and was buried in Glasgow cathedral. on his deathbed
he repeated the triumphant words: "For ever with the Lord - for ever - for
ever." 

J.C.

Journey to the Cross. Roger Ellsworth. Evangelical Press. pp. 238. f6.95.
In this book Roger Ellsworth traces Jesus' steps to and from the Cross, beginning
with the plan of God in eternity, through the prophecies and promises of the old
Testament to the coming to earth of the Son of God, and on to the future glory
when the whole of creation will join in acknowledging that Jesus is Lord of all
and the theme of worship for all eternity will be the salvation which He
accomplished for us on the Cross.

Section I is headed "Towards the Cross" and stresses the affirmation by the
son of the cross: at His baptism; in the wilderness; in His public ministry; with
His disciples; in the transfiguration; in His triumphal entry to the city; the upper
room; Gethsemane; from Gethsemane to Golgotha.

Section 2: "On the Cross." Christ submitting to the Father; Christ loving
sinners; christ loving His own; christ performing the task; christ showing His
credentials; Christ finishing the task.

Section 3: "From the cross." The Father satisfied; Jesus satisfied; the redeemed
satisfied.

section 4: "Responding to the Journey." The response of faith; the response
of love.

The author stresses the centrality of the Cross of Christ and the
preachers and hearers to proclaim this truth with conviction.

Roger Ellsworth is the pastor of Immanuel Baptist Church, Benton,
U.S.A.

need for

Ill inois,

J.C.

The Lion of the Covenant. R. Maurice Grant. Evangelical press. pp. 334,
large format paperback, including 8 pp. index, a Covenant Map and
Illustrations. f, 11.00.

" Cameron of the Covenant stood
And prayed the Covenant prayer;
Then with his brother side by side
Took up the Cross of Christ and died
Upon the Moss of Ayr."

H. Inglis
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The restoration of the cruel, popish, degenerate Stuarts had introduced a period
of unparalleled suffering into Scotland in which many godly Covenanters and
their families were imprisoned, tortured, mutilated and murdered.

The Lion of the Covenant tells the story of one of the foremost of the preaching
Covenanters and is a thrilling account of his life, conversion and martyrdom. It is
a salutary waming for today. "Eternal vigilance is the price of freedom.' J.C.B.

Tiuth and Life. Reprinted fiom Volume 5 of the Works of Stephen
Charnock, published by James Nichol in 1866. First Banner of Tiuth Thust
edition 1997. pp. 565.9,12.95.

The title has it - truth is defined as the ultimate reality and there is no spiritual
life without the truth. It is an axiom that Rome does not expect "converts" from
Calvinistic Churches. Truth and L/e exposes error, reveals the greatness of Christ
in His death, resurrection and exaltation - on man's enmity to God and God's
mercy to sinners. These core Gospel truths need to be exercised today. The book
also deals with individual, domestic, social and ecclesiastical questions.

If the truths contained in its pages were regularly preached in the evangelical
pulpits of Britain today it would transform the nation.

Two sermons - "[ Discourse Upon the Fifth of November" and "A Discourse
of the Sins of the Regenerate" are alone worth the price of the book. A Puritan
gem! For the scholar there are references in Hebrew, Greek and Latin, but these
are not intrusive. 

J.C.B.
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