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Editorial
'Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?" Romans 8:35

DR. JOHNSoN was famous for making outrageous remarks - then justifying
them. He once said: "It is as unreasonable for a man to go into a Carthusian
convent for fear of being immoral, as for a man to cut off his hand for fear he
should steal." He justified it thus: "There is, indeed, great resolution in the
immediate act of dismembering himself: but when that is once done, he has no
longer any merit: for though it be out of his power to steal, yet he may all his life
be a thief at heart. So when a man has once become a carthusian, he is obliged to
continue so, whether he chooses it or not." He added: "I said to the Lady A-bbess
of a convent, 'Madam, you are here, not for the love of virtue, but for the fear of
vice'. She said she should remember this as long as she lived.',

- Here is another generalization, even better justified: "who shall separate us
from the love of christ?" our weak, sinful serves? or satan, or the wicked whg
are trying with all their power to remove us from Christ? Being out of christ's
love themselves, they would love to have us like them. No! "Neither shall any
man pluck them out of my hand. My Fathcr, which gave them me, is greatcr
than al l . "

can they do it by accusation, the normal way men go about spoiling
relationships? Never! "who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that dicd, yci
rather, that is risen again." or by temptation? No! For His lovc is indcpcndcnt
of us, not founded on anything we arc or do of ourselvcs. "The Lord did not sct
his love xpon you, nor choose you, bccause yc wcrc more in numbcr than any
people; for ye were the fewest of all pcople: But because the Lord lovcd you;'



38 The Gospel Magazine

(Deuteronomy 7:7-8). Or by anything. whatsoever? No! God's love, as Thomas
Horton put it, "pitched upon us before we were or had any being".

God's love is for His Son Jesus Christ, and for us because we are "in Christ".
The covenant is between God and His Son, "the men which thou gavest me out
of the world", said the Lord Jesus in John 17:6. Nothing rests upon us, so we
cannot destroy it. (Not that we believe in a reserved seat in heaven, but a reserved
grace to get us there.)

What sufficient argument is there then to persuade us that Christ does not now
love us? The afflictions of God's children are no argument, for God afflicts us
because He loves us: "As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten." And any
tormented child of God knows that God is never closer, the love of Christ never
more real, than thcn. God's love goes deeper than these things. lt is not even
confined to this life alone. So whilst we may be separated from all earthly things
and loved ones, their removal is powerless to separate us from the love of Christ.
Here are listed seven, or the perfect number of evils all combined to knock us out
of the love of God, ending with violent death. "Nay, in all these things we are
more than conquerors through him that loved us."

A Christian lady who suddenly lost her sight last year phoned me last night to
say that it had alarmed her that she would be separated from God. not being able
to read the Bible any longer, but that she had found the reality of the blind poet
Milton's words: "God removed my eyes that my soul might see Him more clearly."

The First Words of Our Lord
A SERMON BY THE EDITOR

"And all that heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers.
And when they saw him, they were omazed: and his mother said unto him,

Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and I have
ii sought thee sorrowing" (Luke 2:47-48)

HERE is a glimpse into the childhood of the Lord Jesus Christ, revealing:

A long childhood

The whole world is saying to the child today: "Assert yourself, experiment,
accelerate, get out of childhood!" This is the aim of all who make money out of
children, and is gone along with by parents, in buying sophisticated clothing,
grown-up looking dolls, ugly, evil looking toys, violent interactive games, TVs,
books and entertainments. These all combine to rob childhood of innocency.
Children crave unhealthy excitement, but in reality need quietness. The world
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conspires to rob them of a tender conscience, and to steal those precious carefree
years. Yet the world knows this is wrong. why do I say that? Take politicians:
they dislike nothing so much as having their own children's early years stolen by
media pressures, however much they legislate to bring down the age of majority
or consent for other people's children.

A nestricted childhood

our Lord's early years were ones of restriction in the home, of a long childhood,
of which the Holy Spirit only gives us a glimpse of one scene out of all those
hidden years from the going down into Egypt, up to when he was around thirty
years old. This restriction is regarded as dreadful today, needing changing. It is
frowned upon to be "subject" to parents, and parents have grown to fear the child
being subject to them! In utter contrast to all modern thought, the lnrd is our
model of childhood, quiet, modest, retiring and obedient, growing and maturing
at snail's pace, contentedly.

Society gives many role models to children: loose-living sports personalities
and stars, older children, the child's own sinful parents and imperfect teachers.
But children need Scripture characters to model their lives on. Yet even then, only
in as much as those reflect Christ's example. Here is the Fountain Head itself, our
[,ord Jesus as childhood's pattern.

A lifelong aim in childhood

Plainly christ by twelve years old knew what He would do with life. The Rabbis
taught this, that at twelve a boy should be put in the way of growing into his trade,
and not be pampered. "My Father's business" was christ's passion. A child needs
an aim early in life. Most waste years, especially boys, by aimlessness, and a
wrong immaturity. There is a right immaturity, and our [.ord shows it, as we
shall see. Alexander whyte, the great Scottish preacher, in early childhood in
Kirremuir, was scolded by an irate farmer's wife for letting the cows uncler his
care wander into the crops, and was told he'd never do any good in life. He
replied: "What would you think if one day I was to wag my pow in a pulpit?', He
had glimpsed his life's work. So did our [,ord here. He got far by shutting out all
other possibilities, restricting His life to one thing. This is just the opposite ro
what our young people are encouraged to do. They keep all the doors open for far
too long, so that the mark above all others of younger people today is a lack of
commitment. To devote themselves to any cause, is something they shun.
Increasingly The wanderlust gets them, the "year out" of university, and they
spend what are really largely wasted years looking around the Australian outback
or Kashmir or Thailand. It is the business of parents to ask God day and night
to open the child's eyes early to spiritual truths, and so they are "stablished,
strengthened, settled". The advantage thus gained, is life-long. Such outrun the
others because they have a head-start. But it is a spiritual thing, and we pray that
God will call them to the highest calling on earth, God's direct service.
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One of the really great men of God who went as missionaries from this land,
was a Dr. Pennell, who did wonderful work amongst the Pathans on the North
West Frontier in a place called Bannu. When he was a lad, his mother realized he
was called of God, and determined to help him face the rigors. So she had him
sleep on the floor, enduring cold and privation. When years later he arrived in
Bannu, he found a CMS bungalow with a staff of thirty white-coated servants.
He lived without all that, amongst the people. Once a man was saved, and the
tribesmen, realizing, came and seized him, and set out for their mountain
fastness. Pennell, hearing, and realizing the seriousness of the situation, set off at
once alone. Leaving his horse when he saw the village where they would be
spending the night, he entered the Caravanserai barefoot, and in the moonlight
went along the line of sleepers; until he found the man; gently woke him, putting
a hand over his mouth; and brought him back. One false step, one loose stone, one
sound, and both Pennell and the man would have died. Early purpose makes a
man of God.

A blessed childhood

Who but Mary remembered about this incident? She "kept all these sayings in her
heart" and "kept all these things and pondered them in her hearl', say verses 51
and 19 of this chapter. Thus they reached Luke, and were written down for us.
What a blessing to the whole world. We too would be swept along with the world
and ruin our children's lives, except that Christ gave us "an example that ye
should follow in His steps". The blessing resulting from early obedience is stated
by God Himself as "shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me and keep
my commandments" in Exodus 20:6, where He speaks of the succeeding
generations. There is a curse upon disobedience, to succeeding generations.
Unless we show all fidelity, the next generation are lost.

Have we understood the Child's words? ,..,1:,

Mary certainly did not, at least not fully. Yet she kept them in her heart, and so
must we with many things we do not understand in the Bible. She loved the
words, and one day, years later, light shone out of the words, and she grasped the
meaning. As a child I used to go to church and during serrnons my main
occupation was to screw up my eyes and look at the lights until they sparkled.
But, unconsciously, I absorbed many things which one day all fell into place. you
must chew over things you do not understand in God's Word and ways. Either to
say "I will not believe until I can understand" - then you'll either have a narroq
limited, small faith, or you will get conceited. It is a mark of unbelievers and those
with little faith, when speaking about the Bible, to speak most loftily of their
boasted knowledge, when anyone with spiritual insight can see they have not
understood what they so confidently affirm. Just read the liberal critics. Or, on the
other hand, to hide God's Word in your heart and muse over it until one dav vou
humbly understand.
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Mary also let Him hurt her. In verse 35 God tells her through Simeon, "yea, a
sword shall pierce through thine own soul also", and here she says, "behold, thy
father and I have sought thee sorrowing". You will never understand until you let
God's hands hurt you. lrt Him who makes alive, "kill" you, and who binds up,
make wounds in your heart. If passing earthly knowledge is gained by painfut
experience, how much more the true heavenly treasure? It is stated frequently that
preaching which is personal and probing is no longer acceptable. people will not
come to such a ministry. well, Mary was the opposite. She let His actions and
words hurt her, "that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed,,.

Mary shows us that it is christ's simplest words which are finally the most
difficult to follow The words are simplicity itself, but "they understood not the
saying". It is said by people that they reject Paul's complexities, but prefer the
simple words of Jesus. All that shows is that they do not understand Him. The
great scholars spend most time discussing the "simple" sayings of our Lord. The
parables of the Prodigal and the Good Samaritan run to an inexhaustible depth. It
is not for lack of understanding of 1 Peter 3:19, "by which he also went and
preached unto the spirits in prison", that men fail to be saved. Rather for failing
to understand and do some of the simplest sayings, like "Follow me", or "Repenl
ye and believe the Gospel". As for when they come to swallow, "l am the *ay, the
truth and the life", you could be forgiven for thinking it had fish-bones in it!

Consider the Child's first reply
what is He meaning, "How is it that ye sought me?" well. I suppose it was the
first time in His life he had visited Jerusalem, as was true of most Jewish boys of
twelve of the time. He does not go sight-seeing round the city. Now we who as a
generation spend more and more time relaxing, sightseeing, treating the world as
a village and being tourists, need to ponder this fact: our Lord Jesus did not. Is it
right to occupy a hotel, to have these affordable luxuries in poor countries, buitt
upon the cheapness of labour and the poverty of the people? you will probably
think that the chance would be a fine thing! yes, but what of the children and
grandchildren? If we read "I must be about my Father's business", then what right
have we to spend all that money on holidays, and to go to countries with
struggling, poor and persecuted believers, and never speak to a soul about the
[,ord Jesus, or even bother to find out how we could meet the christians?

we are here on earth on serious business. The Lord as a child of about
twelve used the opportunity to learn more about His Father, meeting the great
teachers of the Law, who knew so much more than the oncs in rural Galilee, and
getting His questions answered. This was the business to which His heavcnly
Father had called Him, and His whole soul longed to tlo it. He gave it His best -
in the Temple.

I say from my heart, this is exactly the opposite of the prevailing church-going
today. The young [.ord Jesus had spent seven days of the feast with the fimily
worshipping, but wanted to prolong the time, and childlike, went straight to what

41
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was nearest His heart, the Temple, where he could get His questions answered by
those who taught the Word of God. What a contrast to church life in Britain today!

There is a story of a colporteur in Spain in the 1800s, who one evening after a
long day's journey, met a priest in a village, who bought a Bible, and then invited
the man, weary and footsore, to stay the night with him. The reply was, "I must
be about my Father's business", and he made to go on. However, the priest
pressing him, he stayed. At 6 a.m. the priest called his housekeeper to ask if the
stranger were up. "Yes," she replied, "he left about three hours ago saying, 'I must
be about my Father's business'."

When His parents came looking for the Lord Jesus, they were apparently a little
hurt, perhaps blaming, certainly on the defensive over losing Him for three days,
and amazed to see Him "in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both
hearing them and asking them questions". So His question is an appeal to them,
"How is it that ye sought me?" The Lord is not complex in His dealings with us,
but we find it hard to accept that He means simply what he says. He feels
Mary's lack of understanding, and it is the first hint of what He suffered from all
His life, a lack of human sympathy. It was part of what He bore for our sakes,
being misunderstood throughout life, culminating with His words to Peter in
Gethsemane: "What, could ye not watch with me one hour?" (Matthew 26:40).

He is here a Child, with a child's view of things, sulprised at their attitude. On
a human level all was normal Jewish custom, the way of instructing in the Law
by mutual question and answer between teacher and taught. He is not boastful,
disputing, or arrogant, for had that been so, the rabbis would not have tolerated it
long. The words convey that He was a true Child, and grew up normally.

Our Lord was "in all points tempted as we are", and one part was ignorance.
He is genuine in His questions. His awareness of who He was, came gradually.
Thus His questions here might well have been on the Passover, for the great Rabbi
Hillel became chief by acclamation when he proved in a similar gathering that the
Passover sacrifice might be offered on the Sabbath. The words, "sitting in the
midst of the doctors, both hearing them and asking them questions", is not meant
to show that the Child was equal to the rabbis, nor teaching them, nor even less
disputing with them. The prominent idea is receiving rather than communicating.
Hearing and asking was the normal method of instruction, as was the sitting
posture. However, His answers show such depth of spiritual understanding, that it
amazes them to hear such from a child.

Ponder the Child's second reply

This is as nafural and ungrown-up as the first. There is something wonderful in
his reply, which is not able to be translated. He says: "Wist ye not that I must be
in my Father's?" We add the words "about" and "business", which is not in the
original. Whether it is at God's house, or God's business, is not made clear in the
original. The words are a gentle correction to Mary who said, "Your father and I".
He now says, "My Father is God". The words must mean that, or Joseph and Mary
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would easily have understood, had He meant, "I am a son of Abraham, a son of
Adam, the son of God". They could follow the words, but could not understand
His claim to be the son of the Highest. He is saying, "could you not understand
the words spoken of the angel Gabriel, 'that holy thing that shall be born of thee
shall be called the Son of God'? or the intervention of God when all the other
children in Bethlehem were killed? or tnat you were informed when Herod
was dead?"

God does not show us everything at once, but gradually. Supposing Mary and
Joseph had understood from the beginning that He was God's Son? It would have
ruined His upbringing. Mary and Joseph would reason that as He was God, no
training was necessary. But He had to be perfect man, and that needed a normal
childhood, as well as perfect God, two natures in one Person.

Conclusion

we too have things which we cannot bear now, but which God will unfold to us
in the future. Meanwhile, let us bring up our children naturally, protecting their
carefree childhood, restricting them unashamedly but helping them to see God's
way. Let us so pray that their spiritual eyes are opened to God and they decide
life's great aim early, and so be a blessing to generations to come. lrt us see
deeper into the things in the Bible we think we have understood, and have all the
sympathy with the Lord Jesus that as humans we are capable of, saying of God's
business, "I must" be about it.

JOSEPH ALLETNE (167r) ON ELECTTON

You begin at the wrong end if you first dispute about your election. prove your
conversion, and then never doubt your election. If you cannot prove it, set upon a
present and thorough turning. whatever God's purposes be, which are secret, I am
sure His promises are plain. How desperately do rebels argue! "If I am elected I
shall be saved, do what I will. lf not, I shall be damned, do what I can." perverse
sinner, will you begin where you should end? what saith it? "Repent and be
converted, that your sin may be blotted out." "If you mortify the deeds of the body
you shall l ive." "Believe and be saved" (Acts 3:19; Romans 8:13; Acts 16:31).
What can be plainer?

Do not stand still disputing about your election, but set to repenting and
believing. cry to God for converting grace. Revealed things belong to you; in this
busy yourself. It is just as one well said, they who do not feed on the plain food
of the Word should be choked on the bones.

whatever God's purposes may be, I am sure His promises are true. whatever
the decrees of heaven may be, I am sure that if I repent and believe I shall be
saved; and if I do not repent, I shall be damned.
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The Queen's Jubilee - What Next?
(Booklet produced by the Gospel Magazine and obtainable from the Secretary FREE
OF CHARGE for distribution to any person who is in a position of authority - it is
hoped our readers will help in the circulation of this booklet. Copies have already been
sent to all MPs and Members of the House of Lords and Regional Assemblies.)

THIS is a useful booklet on an important theme. Starting with the Queen's Coronation
in 1953, the author shows the decline in so many spheres of religion and morals over
the 50 years. At the time of the Coronation the Christian religion featured prominently
in daily programmes on radio and TV and a strict control of blasphemy and bad
language and other offensive things was maintained, but gradually from the 1950s on
there were voices heard heralding the alternative society and the advancement of"Rock
and Roll" with its rebellion against Christian values, followed by changes in the Church
and the obscenity trial of D. H. Lawrence's book, Lady Chatterley's Lover Then came
a bishop of the Established Church, Dr. J. Robinson's little book, Honest to God" with
its virtual atheism; the ending of stage censorship in 1968 and soon after bad language
and obscenity began to make its presence felt on TV, radio and stage, with Mary
Whitehouse and a few others standing against it. Once begun, the downward rush of the
Gaderene swine has been swift with the abolition of capital punishment in 1965, the
Abortion Act of 1967 (since then the lives of over 6 million potential citizens have been
destroyed). Also in 1967 an Act legalising sodomy was passed, then easier divorce was
allowed and the ending of legislation protecting the Lord's Day. 'tt has become a day
of godless pleasure-seeking. In 1994 the National l,ottery was introduced which now
funds many anti-Christian causes."

Despite all this the author makes it clear he does not hold the Queen responsible for
this moral and spiritual decline. She has set a good example, but those who have advised
her have been mistaken. It seems in the last few years and "especially at the time of the
Jubilee, the advice has been given to take in, and to be seen to identify with, those very
elements that have had a conspicuous role in our moral decline and growing decadence
as a nation". He is thinking especially of when Buckingham Palace was thrown open to
a vast pop concert. He says: "The monarch sadly entered into this agreement out of
weakness, not strength. It is a disturbing and ominous sign."

All this gives fuel to anti-monarchists who point out that pop music and modern cults
"are associated with all the things that have undermined decent society - cohabitation,
divorce, drugs, homosexuality".

In conclusion, he stresses that the only foundation upon which we can build for the
future is the teaching of the Bible, otherwise we shall repeat the mistakes of the past.
What better time, he says, to seek such a reformation than now, when we look back
upon the past 50 years and see how far we have fallen short of the great commitments
entered into on behalfof us all at the Coronation in 1953. . . . "lfwe repent and turn to
Him and seek to honour Him and His Word, then we shall enjoy His blessing. We stand
at the crossroads at a great juncture in our history. I believe the next few years will be
decisive for us as a people." None of us is guiltless. 

D.C.R.
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For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

SISTERS -THE BEST OF FRIENDS

I KNow two little sisters who are the best of friends. They play all sorts of games
together and share their toys and books. But sometimes they have a disagreement,
which can be very noisy and upsetiing until it is all sorted out and they are firm
friends again.

Jesus knew two sisters, Martha and Mary. They were good friends to Jesus and
He sometimes had a meal in their house. Martha and Miry loved each other verv
much but one day they had a disagreement.

Jesus was visiting their home. Mary was sitting near Jesus listening to His wise
teaching - drinking it all in.

Martha was bustling about in the kitchen getting the meal ready. She became
exasperated that Mary was not helping her. Eventually Martha could bear it no
longer. She blurted out to Jesus: "Lord don't you care that my sister has left me
to serve alone? Ask her to help me."

"Martha, Martha," Jesus replied, "You are careful and troubled about manv
things: but one thing is needful and Mary has chosen that good part which should
not be taken away from her."

Mary was right to want to spend more time with Jesus, Martha had to learn that
lesson too. The lesson for us is to remember the most important thing in life is not
what we do but how we pay attention to Jesus and His Word.

Rachel and Irah were sisters - the daughters of Laban. They were quite
different in appearance - Rachel was beautiful but Leah had weali ryes. when
lhey grew up, Jacob fell in love with Rachel and made plans to mariy her. But
father Laban wanted the older sister l.eah to get married iirst so he tricied Jacob
into marrying kah first. Later he married Rachel as well, which was a common
practice in those days in that country.

This arrangement was not good for the family. Lpah had many children, but she
was jealous of her sister because Jacob loved her better. Rachel had no children
and she was envious of her sister because she had so many babies. Both sisters
wanted what the other had.

we should learn too to be content with what God has given us. How easy it is
to think that others have it better or easier than us. God wants us to be conteni with
our situation and to trust in Him at all times - looking unto Jesus the author and
finisher of our faith.

BIBLE SEARCH

Find the missing words from the verses. The initial letters of your answers will
spell out the topic of the story.
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Martha said to Jesus "I-ord, dost thou not care that my sister hath left me to

alone" (Luke 10:40).

2. Behold this was the of the sisters Sodom, pride, fullness of bread
and abundance of idleness (Ezekiel 16:49).

3 .Forwhosoeversha l ldo thewi l lo fGod, the- ismybro ther 'andmy
sister, and mother (Mark 3:35).

5. When Rachel saw that she bore Jacob no children, Rachel
sister (Genesis 30:1).

6. They sent away their sister and her nurse (Genesis 24:59).

4. Job's sons sent for their
(Job 1:4).

7. I commend unto you Phebe our sister who is a
(Romans 16:1).

- a -

sisters to eat and to drink with them

her

of the church

Colossians Chapter 1:1-8
EDWARD A. POWELL (Holywood, USA)

The Church at Colosse

COLOSSE was a considerable city of Phrygia, and probably not far from
Laodicea and Hierapolis (Colossians 4:13). lt is now buried in ruins, and the
memory of it chiefly preserved in this epistle. The design of the epistle is to warn
the Colossians of the danger of the Jewish zealots, who pressed the necessity of
observing the ceremonial law; and to fortify them against the mixture of the
Gentile philosophy with their Christian principles. Paul professes a great
satisfaction in their steadfastness and constancy, and encouraged them to
perseverance. It was written about the same time with the epistles to the
Ephesians and Philippians, AD 62, and in the same place, while he was now a
prisoner at Rome. [Observe that] Paul was not idle in his confinement, and the
word of God was not bound.

The church planted at Colosse was not by Paul's ministry, but by the ministry
of Epaphras or Epaphroditus, an evangelist, one whom he delegated to preach the
Gospel among the Gentiles.
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One would have thought none would have come to be flourishing churches but
those which Paul himself had planted; but here was a flourishing clurch planted
by Epaphras. God is sometimes pleased to make use of the ministry of thoie who
are of less note, and lower gifts, for doing great service to His church. God uses
what hands He pleases, and is not tied to those of note, that the excellency of the
power may be of God and not of us (2 Corinthians 4:7).

Though Paul had not the planting of this church, yet he did not therefore
neglect it; nor, in writing his epistles, does he make any difference between that
and other churches. The Colossians, who were converted by the ministrv of
Epaphras, were as dear to him, and he was as much concerned for their weliare.
as the Philippians, or any others who were converted by his ministry. Thus he put
an honour upon an inferior minister, and teaches us not be selfish. nor think all
that honour lost which goes beside ourselves. we learn, in his example, not to
think it a disparagement for us to water what others have planted, or build upon
the foundation which others have laid: as he himself, "as a wise master-builder
. . . la id the foundat ion, and another bui ldeth thereon" (1 cor inthians 3:10)
(Matthew Henry).

Indeed, "the colossians had been . . . with fidelity and purity . . . instructed in
the Gospel; but immediately afterwards, satan had, with his tares, crept in
(Matthew 13:25), according to his usual and invariable manner, that he might
there pervert the right faith" (John calvin). It is interesting to note, ,,as oroJius
informs us [that these three cities] were overthrown by an eirthquake in the times
of the emperor Nero. Accordingly, not long after this Epistle was written, three
Churches of great renown perished by a mournful as weil as horrible occurrence
- a bright mirror truly of divine judgment, if we had but eyes to see it, ' (calvin).

Exposition

In this chapter is given Paul's "thanksgiving [and prayerl to God for what he had
heard concerning the colossians . . . [as well as] an admirable summary of the
christian doctrine conceming the operation of the spirit, the person of the
Redeemer, the work of redemption, and the preaching of it in the Gospel',
(Matthew Henry).

In verses 7-2 we have "the inscription of this epistle [which] is much the same
with the rest" [see comments on Phi l ippians I :1;4:21].

He calls himself an apostle of Jesus christ by the will of God (verse 1). An
apostle is a prime minister in the kingdom of christ, immediately called bv ihrist.
and extraordinarily qualified; his work was peculiarly to piant the Christian
church, and confirm the christian doctrine. He attributes this not to his own
merit, strength, or sufficiency; but to the free grace and good-will of God. He
thought himself engaged to do his utmost, as an apostle, beiause he was made so
by the will of God.

He joins Timothy in commission with himself, which is another instance of his
humility; and, though he elsewhere calls him his son (2 Timothy z:1), yet here he
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calls him his brother, which is an example to the elder and more eminent ministers
to look upon the younger and more obscure as their brethren, and to treat them
accordingly with kindness and respect.

He calls the Christians at Colosse saints and faithful brethren in Christ (verse
2). As all good ministers, so all good Christians, are brethren one to another, who
stand in a near relation and owe a mutual love. Towards God they must be saints,
consecrated to His honour and sanctified by His grace, bearing His image and
aiming at His glory. And in both these, as saints to God and as brethren to one
another, they must be faithful. Faithfulness runs through every character and
relation of the Christiaa's life, and is the crown and glory of them all.

The apostolical benediction is the same as usual.... "He wishes them grace and
peace [that is] the free favour of God and all the blessed fruits of it . . . and that
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ;jointly from both, and distinctly
from each [see comments on Ephesians 1:2; Philippians L:2]" (Matthew Henry).

In verses 3-11 Paul gives thanks for what he had heard conceming the
Colossians and prays to God for them.

In verse 3 Paul writes that we give thanks to God . . . praying always for you.
"He gave thanks . . . that they had embraced the Gospel of Christ, and given

proofs of their fidelity to him. Observe [that] in his prayers for them he gave
thanks for them. Thanksgiving ought to be a part of every prayer; and whatever is
the matter of our rejoicing ought to be the matter of our thanksgiving" (Matthew
Henry). See how Paul "always makes use of thanksgiving in place of
congratulations, by which he teaches us, that in all our joys we must readily call
to remembrance the goodness of God, inasmuch as everything that is pleasant and
agreeable to us is a kindness conferred by him. Besides, he admonishes us, by his
example, to acknowledge with gratitude not merely those things which the t ord
confers upon us, but also those things which he confers upon others" (Calvin).

Note to whom the apostle gives thanks: To God and the Father of our Lord
Jesus Chrisf. By this expression, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we learn
that "it is not lawful for us to acknowledge any other God than him who has
manifested himself to us in His Son. And this is the only key for opening the door
to us, if we are desirous to have access to the true God. For on this account, also,
is He a Father to us, because He has embraced us in His only begotten Son, and
in Him also sets forth His paternal favour for our contemplation" (Calvin;. "And
it is matter of encouragement, in all our addresses to God, that we can look to
Him as Christ's Father and our Father, as His God and our God (John 20:17)"
(Matthew Henry).

Note further that when Paul writes that they are giving thanks to God they are
at the same time praying always for the Colossians. "By this he intimates, that the
condition of believers is never in this world perfect, so as not to have, invariably,
something wanting. For even the man who has begun admirably well, may fall
short in a hundred instances every day; and we must ever be making progress
while we nrust rejoice in the favours that we have already received, and give
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thanks to God for them in such a manner, as to seek at the same time from Him
perseverance and advancement" (Calvin).

"observe what the apostle gives thanks to God for - for the graces of God jn
them, which were evidences of the grace of God towards them: Since we heard of
your faith in christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all the saints. For the
hope which is laid up for you in heaven (verses 4-5).

Faith, hope, and love, are the three principal graces in the christian rife, and
proper matter of our prayer and thanksgiving.

He gives thanks "for their faith in Christ Jesus, that they were brought to
believe in Him, and take upon them the profession of His religion, and venture
their souls upon His undertaking" (Matthew Henry). Note that "paul uses the
expression, faith in Christ, that we may always bear in mind that Christ is the
proper object of faith" (Calvin).

He gives thanks "for their love. Besides the general love which is due to all
men, there is a particular love owing to the saints . . . [which are] those who are
of the Christian brotherhood (1 Peter 2:77)" (Matthew Henry). As we have
therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are
of the household of faith (Galatians 6:10).

He gives thanks "for their hope: The hope which is laid up for you in heaven
(verse 5). The happiness of heaven is called their hope, because it is the thing
hoped for, looking for that blessed hope (Titus 2:13). what is laid out upon
believers in this world is much; but what is laid up for them in heaven is much
more. we have reason to give thanks to God for the hope of heaven which good
Christians have . . . [which is] their well-grounded expectation of the the future
glory" (Matthew Henry).

calvin writes: "Paul says that the faith and love of the godly have regard to the
hope that rests in heaven. When, therefore, with our eyes fast fixed on Christ we
wait upon heaven . . . the statement is truly fulfilled that where your treasure is,
there will your heart be also (Matthew 6:21). Hence arises the fact that faith is so
rare in this world: nothing is harder for our slowness than to climb over
innumerable obstacles in pressing toward the mark . . . of the high calting of God
in christ Jesus (Philippians 3:14). To the huge mass of miseries that almost
overwhelms us are added the jests of profane men, which assail our innocence
when we, willingly renouncing the allurements of present benefits, seem to strive
after a blessedness hidden from us as if it were a fleeting shadow. Finally, above
and below us, before us and behind, violent temptations besiege us, which our
minds would be quite unable to sustain, were they not free of earthly things and
bound to the heavenly life, which appears to be far away. Accordingly, he alone
has fully profited in the Gospel who has accustomed himself to continual
meditation upon the blessed resurrection" (Calvin).

Paul adds, whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth of the Gosper.
"As eternal salvation is a thing that surpasses the comprehension of our

understanding," writes calvin, "Paul therefore adds, that the assurance of it had
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been brought to the Colossians by means of the Gospel; and at the same time he
says in the outset, that he is not to bring forward anything new, but that he has
merely in view to confirm them in the doctrine which they had previously
received [that is, heard before]" (Calvin).

Note that here "Paul puts the Colossians in mind of the means whereby they
attained to this good hope when they first embraced the Gospel, namely, by
hearing the word of truth (Romans 10:1,4;2 Corinthians 6:7; Ephesians 1:L3)"
(Matthew Poole), for grace and truth came by Jesus Chrisr (John 1:17) because
he is the way, the truth, and the life (John 14:6).

"Obserye [that] the Gospel is the word of truth, and what we may safely venture
our immortal souls upon: it proceeds from the God of truth and the Spirit of truth,
and is a faithful saying. . . . It is a great mercy to hear this word of truth; for the
great thing we learn from it is the happiness of heaven. Etemal life is brought to
light through the Gospel (L Timothy L:10)" (Matthew Henry).

Tlris word of . . . truth . . . is come unto you as it is in all the world; and bringeth
forth fruit . . . since the day ye heard of it, and knew the grace of God (verse 6).

Calvin writes: "This has a tendency both to confirm and to comfort the pious -

to see the effect of the Gospel far and wide in gathering many to Christ. The faith
of it does not, it is true, depend on its success, as though we should believe it on
the ground that many believe it. Though the whole world should fail, though
heaven itself should fall, the conscience of a pious man must not waver, because
God, on whom it is founded, does nevertheless remain true. This, however, does
not hinder our faith from being confirmed, whenever it perceives God's
excellence, which undoubtedly shows itself with more power in proportion to the
number of persons that are gained over to Christ.

"In addition to this, in the multitude of the believers at that time there was
beheld an accomplishment of the many predictions which extend the reign of
Christ from the East to the West. Is it a trivial or common aid to faith, to see
accomplished before our eyes what the Prophets long since predicted as to the
extending of the kingdom of Christ through all countries of the world? . . . Paul
accordingly had it in view to encourage the Colossians the more by this statement,
that, by seeing in various places the fruit and progress of the Gospel, they might
embrace it with more eager zeal."

"So admirable was the progress of the Gospel . . . [that it] well nigh [spread]
over the world as it was then known to the Greeks and Romans; whereupon the
apostle might well write, Christ was believed on in the world (I Timothy 3:16)"
(Matthew Poole).

See how the Gospel brings forth fruit in the nations, according to the Great
Commission: Go ye therefore, and teach all nations . . . teaching them to observe
all things whatsoever I have commanded you (Matthew 28:19-20). "Observe
[that] all who hear the word of the Gospel ought to bring forth the fruit of the
Gospel, that is, be obedient to it, and have their principles and lives formed
according to it" (Matthew Henry). Note, however, that if the Word does not bring
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forth the fruits of righteousness it shall bring forth the tares of damnation, for, as
the prophet Isaiah writes, so shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth:
it shall not return unto me void. but it shall accomplish that which I please. and
it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent ir (Isaiah 55:11).

The apostle states that the colossians brought forth fruit . . . since the day . . .
[they] heard of it, and knew the grace of God. "Here paul praises them on account
of their docility, inasmuch as they immediately embraced sound doctrine; and he
praises them on account of their constancy, inasmuch as they persevered in it.
It is also with propriety that the faith of the Gospel is called the knowledge of
God's grace; for no one has ever tasted of the Gospel but the man that knew
himself to be reconciled to God, and took hold of the salvation that is held forth
in Christ" (Calvin).

"Paul takes this occasion to mention the minister by whom they believed
(versesT-S): As ye also learned of Epaphras our dear feltowservant,'who is for
you a faithful servant of Christ. . . .

"He represents Epaphras as one who was a faithful minister of Christ to them.
who discharged his trust and fulfilled his ministry among them. observe [that]
Christ is our proper Master, and we are his ministers. He does not say who iJyoui
minister; but who is the minister of christ for you. It is by his authority and
appointment, though for the people's service. [Moreover] paul represents
Epaphras as one who gave thdm a good word: who also decrared unto us your
love in the spirit (verse 8). He recommends him to their affection, from the good
report he made of their sincere love to Christ and all His members, which was
wrought in them by the Spirit" (Matthew Henry).

observe that the Colossians knew the grace of God in truth by both Epaphras
and Paul. calvin writes: "In truth means truly and without pretence; for as hi trad
previously declared that the Gospel is undoubted truth, so he now adds, that it had
been purely administered by them, and that by Epaphras. For while all boast that
they preach the Gospel, and yet at the same time there are many evil workers
(Philippians 3:2), through whose ignorance, or ambition, or avarice, its purity is
adulterated, it is of great importance that faithful ministers should be distinguis-hed
from the less upright. For it is not enough to hold the term Gospel, unless *i kno*
that this is the true Gospel - what was preached by paul and Epaphras. Hence paul
confirms the doctrine of Epaphras by giving it his approbation, that he may induce
the colossians to adhere to it, and may, by the same means, call them back from
those profligates who endeavoured to introduce strange doctrines. He at the same
time dignifies Epaphras with a special distinction, that he may have more authority
among them; and lastly, he presents him to the colossians in an amiable aspeci,
by saying that he had bome testimony to him of their love. paul everywhere
makes it his particular aim, that he may, by his recommendation, rendei those
who he knows serve christ faithfully, very dear to the churches; as, on the other
hand, the ministers of Satan are wholly intent on alienating, by unfavourable
representations, the minds of the simple from faithful pastors.',
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The Preciousness of Life
MARTIN LEECH (Mend lesham Green Bapt is t  Church)

"Thou hast possessed my reins: thou hast covered me in my mother's womb.
I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous are

thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well. My substance was not hid from
thee, when I was made in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of

the earth. Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book
all my members were written, which in continuance were fashioned,

when as yet there was none of them" (Psalm 139:13-16).

IS human life special? It may seem that the answer is obvious - that human life
self-evidently is special. However, history shows how it is that man has "feet . . .
swift to shed blood" with "destruction and misery . . . in their ways" (Romans
3:15, 16). The cruelty and oppression of man by man is appalling and all too
frequently excused by the idea that the life of someone else is of lesser value, is
expendable and is in no way precious.

Trends in science and philosophy have been moving for some time in a
direction where such thinking is becoming more and more acceptable - even if
the outworking of it is not in the barbarity of a Hitler. Professor Peter Singer of
Monash.University in Australia, writing in the Journal of the American Academy
of Pediatricg said: "We can no longer base our ethics on the idea that human
beings are a special form of creation made in the image of God, singled out from
all other animals and alone possessing an immortal soul. . . . If one strips away
the religious mumbo jumbo surrounding the term human we will not regard as
sacrosanct the life of each and every member of our species no matter how
limited its capacity for intelligent or even conscious life may be" (quoted in
Davies, J. J., Evangelical Ethics, 2nd Edition, Phillipsburg: P&R Publishing,
1993, p. l53f).

Writing from an entirely different perspective, Francis Schaeffer and C. Everett
Koop said: "Until recently in our own century with some notable and sorry
exceptions, human beings have generally been accepted as special, unique and
non expendable, but in one short generation we have moved from a generally high
view of life to a very low one" (Schaeffer, F. A., and Koop, C. E., Whatever
Happened to the Human Race?, London: Marshall, Morgan & Scott, 1980, p. 5).

So this is the question: Are we just a bag of chemicals joined together
in a particular way and of no more value than a dog, a monkey, a cactus or a
virus? Or, in the words of Schaeffer, is human life "special, unique and non
expendable"?

How we answer that question will be fundamental to the position we take on
all sprts of matters we come across in everyday life. The answer we give will
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influence our thinking on how the sixth commandment should be applied. It will
have an influence on the position we take on matters like abortion, which is the
taking of the life of an unborn child, or infanticide, which is the taking of the life
of a child shortly after it has been born, the treatment of the sick, the treatment of
the disabled, the treatment of the dying, euthanasia and the treatment of the
elderly in society. our view on all of these issues will be affected by whether we
regard human life as something sacred and precious or not.

It also has implications for other ethical matters. For example, contraception,
cloning, fertility treatment, racism, eapital punishment and war. There is a whole
raft of issues that are affected by the view we take on the sanctity of human life.
So how do we go about answering our question?

The approach to take with any ethical question is to start with the Bible,
establish principles and then apply them. It is so important that we remember that
the Bible is the Word of God, inspired, authoritative and sufficient. It gives us all
the information we need to form our views on these matters.

Where the Bible does not speak specifically and directly then principles always
exist and we apply those principles to the detailed questions at stake. God's word
is our authority, the rock on which we stand, the place where we seek to find the
answers to our questions. This is the authority we point to when people ask, "why
is your opinion any better than mine?". We reply: "It is not my opinion. It is the
teaching of the Word of God." ihis is our absolute and external stindard of truth.

This article will consider five principles from the Bible that are foundational to
responding to the sort of ethical issues listed above.

1. Man is created by God

The first is that man is created by God. We cannot overstate the importance of the
first three chapters of Genesis. These are about the origin of this world and of
human beings, and are words that were written not just about Jews or Christians,
but about the whole human race. what God did and said points us towards Adam
and Eve as the first people made by God and from them came the whole of the
human race. So every single human being traces their human lineage back to
Adam and Eve. All of us stand there with AOurn - man is created Uy CoA.

God made the world in six days and the crown of that creation was the making
of man and woman. we live in an age where evolutionary teaching, that by chance
over billions of years life evolved from simple chemicals to complicated life
forms like us, is paraded as proven fact. It clearly contradicts what the Bible says
about the origin of men, but this teaching is a deadly poison that has crept into
society infecting our view of life. Go back to that quote from Professor Singer and
there is the influence of evolutionary thinking. We are just a lucky accident and
therefore of no intrinsic value. It intentionally strips mankind of his dignity, taking
away the idea that we are in any way special. This is a major factor in the change
that Schaeffer described, saying that the high view of man has become a low view
in a very short time.
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Let us first of all draw out this Bible truth, God made man. God created us for
His own reasons, to His own glory. We did not evolve and then go and create God
in order to explain our existence. Genesis 1:27: "So God created man in his own
image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them".
Three times in one verse it says God created man. Genesis2:7: "And the Lord
God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life; and man became a living soul."

Jesus believed that, for in Mark 10:6 He was asked the question about divorce
and maniage and He took the questioners back to Genesis I and2: "From the
beginning of the creation God made them male and female." Throughout the
Bible, Old Testament and New Testament, it is asserted God created man and that
is where we begin.

2. Man bears God's image

The second principle is that man bears God's image. This is at the crux of why we
positively assert human life is unique and precious - man was made by God and
is the image bearer of God. According to the Bible, human life is different from
every other living creature. It simply will not do to take us to the level of a dog or
a monkey. In one sense we are like them in that we are made by God, but in
another sense we are different because we are made in the image of God. Genesis
l:27 says: "God created man in his own image." Because of that, man holds a
unique and pre-eminent place in the world contrary to what evolution teaches.

The Bible teaches the uniqueness and preciousness of the human being above
the other creatures of this world because of no othcr creature is it said that they
were created in the image of God. Human beings, you and I, are personal
creatures made in the image of a personal God and that makes us persons! God is
personal and we are personal.

Philosophy and science can come up with all sorts of ideas and definitions of
what it means to be a person. They might use words like self awareness, or having
capacity for intelligent or even conscious life. "Personhood" is possessing self
awareness or a certain degree of intelligence or of abilities. Others talk of having
a balance of feelings or rationality. It may seem this is just an academic debate
that intellectuals or scientists like to have as they philosophise about life but is it
a debate that we can just ignore? We cannot ignore it, because this sort of debate
feeds this into the whole question of quality of life. Assessments will be made
about the unborn child and potentially about the sick, disabled and elderl!, about
whether or not their life comes up to a certain standard or whether a particular
human could be defined as a person or not. The question suddenly acquires a very
significant and serious implication because if you say a particular individual can
be categorised as a non person or a sub human or as somebody lacking a full
personality, then it makes things like abortion, infanticide and euthanasia so
much easier. That thing, whatever it is, no longer has a life that is worth living.
Therefore it doesn't just become acceptable, it becomes morally the right thing to
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do - to abort that unwanted child, to kill that disabled baby, or to offer euthanasia
to the terminally ill.

While we might be able to identify some of the characteristics that go towards
defining what a person is, we must notice carefully that the Bible does not provide
a definition of what it is to be human in terms like rationality, self awareness or
having a certain balance of feelings and intelligence. The Bible teaches us to
understand that a person is somebody who is simply a descendant of Adam, the
bearer of God's image. In other words every human being is a person in the full
meaning of that word.

This is consistently taught in Scripture. paul, when he was speaking with the
Athenians in Acts 17:26 says: "[God] hath made of one blood ail nations of men
for to dwell on all the face of the earth." Genesis 9:6 says: "whoso sheddeth
man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the image of God made he
man." James 3:9 says: "Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and therewith
curse we men, which are made after the similitude of God." Because we are
all made in the image of God, every human being has the right to be thought of
as a person and has the right to be treated as a person, in the full sense of that
word, by other people - not the least is the right to life and the right to be treated
with dignity.

It is no sentimental argument that we are using, nor are we fossils from the pre-
scientific dark ages inventing a creator God in an attempt to explain what we do
not understand. We establish these first two points on solid biblical ground. We
are saying God has done something marvellous: He has made humanlife.

3. Man lives and dies
we are created in the image of God and we live and die. So far we can say that
life is not an accident, it is a gift from God, something to be valued highly. what
then about death? Ecclesiastes 3:2 tells us that there is "a time to diet,. is death
just the natural end of life? Evolutionists would say yes! It is just the natural end
of the process, part of the natural wastage of evolution and that the death of an
individual has no more real meaning or significance than the death of a dog or a
cat. Is that right? Is that true? No! They might like it to be true but it is not. what
is death? Death is an anomaly, something that was not found in the beginning.
Death interferes with life and demands an explanation - why deathi In the
creation account we are told God said to the man that he must not eat from the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when he ate from it he would surelv
die (Genesis 2:77). So death is stated by God our Maker as the penalty for
rebellion, for sin against God. Death is a judicial act of a Sovereign Goo bringing
to an end a life in this world. The basic principle is that it is not for human beingi
to take to themselves the right to decide when to end life. There is a time to dG,
the Bible says, but it is not in our gift to make the decision when - whether it is
your own death or the death of somebody else. The giving and taking of life are
divine prerogatives.
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Before the fall there is not a word spoken about whether there is ever a situation
in which it is right for one person to take the life of another person, because
teaching like that was irrelevant when there was no sin or death. Guidance from
the Scripture concerning the taking of life by one person comes after the fall
because of tragic necessity. What is the first post-fall act of man's sinning against
man? It is Cain taking human life by murdering his brother Abel. That was an act
that arose from jealousy and hatred, but it was an act that worked out in the taking
of a human life. After the fall you find the Bible does have something to say about
what to do when life is taken and about whether there ever are situations when
somebody has the right to take the life of somebody else. Cain's act became
almost proverbial, speaking of man's devilish nature. In 1 John 3:12 we read of
Cain, "who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother". There is something evil
in his taking of human life, an act of hate, because it was the taking away of the
life of the image bearer of God. When Cain did that, God spoke very strong
disapproval, cursing Cain in Genesis 4. The interesting thing is that Cain's life
was protected by God. At that time, no guidance had been given about capital
punishment, or taking the life of a murderer as a sign of God's punishment being
enacted by man. When Cain murdered, his life was protected from another act of
murder by God Himself. That speaks volumes to us about the sanctity of a human
life. Even the life of a murderer has preciousness attached to it. Later on in
Genesis we find the institution of capital punishment as fitting for a murderer.

4. There is life after death

The fourth principle is that this life is not all there is. Man lives and dies and the
evolutionists would say that's it, there is nothing else. The Bible says, wrong! One
of the watchwords of our secular society is "when you are dead you are done for",
and how people would love to believe that is true. The philosophy of so many is
"eat, drink and be merry, for tomorrow we die". The Bible teaches us quite clearly
that is a lie, because death is not the end. The question is what happens after death
and who does not wonder about that! Ecclesiastes 3 tells us that God has written
eternity into our hearts. Job wondered about what would happen after death when
he said, "If a man die, shall he live again?" (Job 14:14).

Contrary to what many would love to believe, the worst that could happen to
somebody is not to be cheated of a good life by poverty or suffering or dying
young, but, to use the words of our Lord in John 8:21, to "die in your sins". This
life is not all that there is, the best use of this life is to learn to fear the Lord and
to seek to be ready for the life that is to come. Psalm 90 says: "So teach us to
number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom." We need to
remember that when we talk about the sanctity of life, there is death as well - but
death is not the end.

There is a time to die and we must accept that and face it rightly. On a practical
level there is a point at which medical care may have to switch to easing suffering
from seeking to cure and it is a right decision to take, but spiritually the emphasis
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on life does not mean that we deny the reality of death. The emphasis on life
means that we accept the reality of death so we seek to make known Jesus to
people, who conquered death and sin, in order that we may have true life.

So we need to remember that God created life which is a precious gift from
Him. But death is a present reality. we need to leam to number our days to gain
that heart of wisdom so that we are ready for the life that is to come.

5. God is committed to life

The final point is that God has an abiding commitment to lifu. The living God
created life in glorious abundance, supplying all of the means for life to flourish
on this earth. He gave Adam and Eve a command to be fruitful and multiply, to
go and fill the earth and have children. That command has been passed on to us.
Yes, God imposed the penalty of death as the right judgement for sin, but God,s
commitment to life is unswerving and has not gone away. Even in the flood,
which swept the world clean of life, what do we see? we see an ark rising above
the waters bearing those eight people, Noah and his family. There is a visible sign
of God's emphasis and commitment to life and when the birds were sent out,
what was the sign that came back? It was an olive twig showing life was there on
the planet. God was committed to life, despite the sins of mankind, and the
punishment of death being imposed.

After the flood God entered into a covenant with Noah as the head of the new
generation, and to Noah and his descendants are repeated the creation mandates
to multiply and be fruitful (Genesis 9:1). You still find this emphasis, this
commitment to life, coming from God in a world where sin has brought death and
judgement. God-given institutions found in the early chapters of Genesis, and
repeated to Noah, will ensure the keeping and sustenance of life in this world. He
gave the institution of marriage and repeated the commands to Noah and his
family to be fruitful and multiply for life to propagate. He ordered a world in
which there will be a climate, such that seed time and harvest will come year after
year to provide the means for life to go on. God instituted the idea of government
and of capital punishment, for the protection of life in this world. He has an
overwhelming commitment to sustain life, to give and promote life, and it is
wickedness to deny that and say that the gift of life is nothing special. Whatever
men say, we have not been excused any of our duties towards God, part of these
being to reflect God's commitment to human life.

God shows a commitment to life and human beings are to do the same - man's
responsibility towards our fellow man remains, to show love and concern and to
seek to promote, protect and preserve life after the pattem that our Creator has
given to us. Those sort of ethical values are good, right and universal to man, not
just religious people. on the one hand God has planted in all of us a sense of the
dignity and preciousness of life that cannot be completely eradicated, despite the
views of people like Professor Singer who would like to get rid of this notion that
human life is precious. on the other hand, in our warped and sinful nature we find
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sinful attitudes towards human beings. We do not keep the Royal Law to love our
neighbour as ourselves. Talking in general terms, we do not treat human life as
specially unique and precious but we find all sorts of horrible deviations from
God's will and plan for man.

If God's commitment is to life, then sinful human beings'commitment is to sin
and to death. But God is gracious and what a wonderful word grace is. We see
God's common grace, as it is called, in God's commitment to life working out in
all the good that is done by man to man and for man: where there is still a sense
of the value of all human life. But the greatest evidence of God's commitment to
life is found running through the pages of the Bible, beginning at Genesis 3:15,
and leading to the incarnation, Calvary and the resurrection of our Lord. Surely
there is no greater evidence to us for us of the preciousness of life than to realise
that the Son of God "was made flesh, and dwelt among us" (John 1:14). He stands
as the head of the redeemed people of God, He is the perfect man who came to
save sinful human people and grant them the gift of true, renewed and perfect life
and face to face communion with the livins God.

- a -

Our Debt and How to Pay It
MARK KAGAN (1885-1987)wi th  add i t ions  by

TOM ATWOOD (General  Secretary of "Hebrew Scriptures",  Parma, USA)

"The Jew first" (Romans 1:16)

AS Christians we owe a great debt to the Jews, for everything precious to us comes
through them. The Apostle Paul appreciated the debt we owe them when he said:
" I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in the
Holy Ghost, that I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart. For I
could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen
according to the flesh: who are Israelites; to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the
glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and the
promises; whose are the fathers, and of whom as concerning the flesh Christ came,
who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen" (Romans 9:1-5).

The above Scriptures tell us that the Jews were the custodians of the oracles of
God, therefore to them belongs the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and
the worshipful service of God, and the promises to the fathers, but above all to
them we owe our Lord Himself, for He was born of a Jewish virgin.

Our Lord told the Samaritan woman that "salvation is of thJ Jews" in John
4:22. God used the Jew as His instrument to give to us the Bible which is the
written word of God and christ who is the living word. How sad, that Jews today
possess neither.
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The Bible Society called "Hebrew Scriptures" (p.o. Box 347367, parma, ohio
44134-7367, usA) gives us a clue as to how we are to repay the debt of love that
we owe this people.

Firstly, by giving to the Jewish people the New Testament in their sacred
language of Hebrew with other appropriate languages on the facing page,
remembering that "faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word oJ God',
(Romans 10:17).

- Secondly, by praying for them. Samuel understood it would be a sin not to pray
for them, for he said: "God forbid that I should sin against the hrd in ceasing tb
pray for you" (1 Samuel 1,2:23). Many a christian is sinning against the Lord by
not praying for the Jews. Paul knew how to pray for them. He wrote: .,Brethren,
my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved,,
(Romans 10:1). Do you ever pray for the Jews? If you do not, don;t be surprised
that you lack soul prosperity (Psalm 122.6).

Thirdly, it is imperative, we must pray for the Jew, for the salvation of the
nations depends upon their salvation. Not only will God use the Jews to the
blessing of the nations (Isaiah 2:7 and 66:19), but what does paul say? ,,For if the
casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of
them be, but life from the dead?" (Romans 11:15).

Again, when teaching the will of God to every saved Gentile whom the tnrd
Jesus christ has shown His mercy, Paul writes: "As concerning the Gospel, they
are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the election, they (the Jiws) ari
beloved for the fathers' sakes. For the gifts and calling of God are wiihout
repentance. For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet have now obtained
mercy through their unbelief: even so have these also now not believed. so that
through your mercy they also may obtain mercy" (Romans 11:2g-31).

what a glorious message we can give to the Jew by proclaiming christ their
Messiah to them, and saying to "the cities of Judah, Behold, your God!" (Isaiah
40:9). we are taught to do this with kindness, as we present ihe Ne* Testament
to Jewish people in Israel and throughout the world in Hebrew with appropriate
languages on the opposite page, and we pray for their salvation.

Paul and all the writers of the Holy Scriptures, remind each believer in the Lord
Jesus that Christ belongs to Israel. our [.ord teaches us, that when a believer
thinks of the Jews, he or she must think of the Lord Himself and our personal debt
to this people. The truth that our Lord belongs to Israel is emphasizid by paul in
the words, "to whom pertaineth . . . the glory". The Lnrd Jesus Christ Himself is
the Glory of Israel. our Lord shall be glorified in and out of this people to the
nations, as a result of the prayerful and faithful distribution of ttre Hoty Scriptures
amgng the Jewish people. Then a restored and redeemed Israel shall |ave i right
estimate of christ, when He becomes to this people "the glory of thy prof,te
Israel". As a result God says nations "shall come (to Jerusalem), and see my gtory
(Christ)" - out of the Jews (Isaiah 66:18 and Luke 2:32b.).



A Hebrew's Search for the
Blood of Atonement

San Francisco, 1898

H.  A.  IRONSIDE

THF experience of one old Jew interested me greatly, and, as nearly as I can,
I give his remarks in his own words, though not attempting to pieserve the
inimitable Hebrew-English dialect.

He said: "This is Passover week among you, my Jewish brethren; and as I sat
here, I was thinking how you will be observing it. you will have put away all
leaven from your houses; you will eat the "motsah" (unreavened wafers) and the
roasted lamb. You will attend the synagogue services, and carry out the ritual and
directions of the Talmud; but you forget, my brethren, that you have everything
but that which Jehovah required first of all. He did not say, "when I see the ieaven
put away, or when I see you eat the motsah, or the lamb, or go to the synagogue";
but His word was, "when I see the blood I will pass over you". Ah, my biethren,
you can substitute nothing for this. You must have blood, blood, blood!"

As he reiterated this word with ever-increasing emphasis, his black eyes
flashed wamingly, and his Jewish hearers quailed before him.

"Blood!" It is an awful word. that, for one who reveres the ancient oracle, and
yet has no sacrifice. Turn where he will in the book, the blood meets him; but let
him seek as he may, he cannot find it in the Judaism of the present.

After a moment's pause, the patriarchal old man went on somewhat as follows:
"I was born in Palestine nearly 70 years ago. As a child I was taught to read the
law, the Psalms and the Prophets. I early attended the synagogue and learned
Hebrew from the Rabbis. At first I believed what I was told, that ours was the true
and only religion, but as I grew older and studied the Law more intently, I was
struck by the place the blood had in all the ceremonies outlined there, and equally
struck by its absence in the ritual to which I was brought up.
"Again and again I read Exodus 12, and Leviticus 16, 77, and the latter chapters

especially made me tremble, as I thought of the great Day of Atonement and the
place the blood had there. Day and night one verse would ring in my ears. .It is
the blood that maketh atonement for the soul!'I knew I had-broken the law. 1
needed atonement. Year after year, on that day, I beat my breast as I confessed my
need of it; but it was to be made by blood, and there was no blood!

"In my distress, at last, I opened my heart to a learned and venerable rabbi. He
told me that God was angry with His people. Jerusalem was in the hands of the
Gentiles, the temple was destroyed, and a Mohammedan mosque was reared up
in its place. The only spot on earth where we dare shed the blood of sacrifice. in
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accordance with Deuteronomy 12 and lrviticus 1,7, was desecrated, and our
nation scattered. That was why there was no blood. God had Himself closed the
way to carry out the solemn service of the great Day of Atonement. Now, we must
turn to the Talmud, and rest on its instruction, and trust in the mercy of God and
the merits of the fathers.

"I tried to be satisfied, but could not. something seemed to say that the law was
unalterable, even though our temple was destroyed. Nothing else but the blood
could atone for the soul. We dare not shed the blood of atonement elsewhere than
in the place the lnrd had chosen. Then were we left without an atonement after all?

"This thought filled me with horror. In my distress I consulted many other
rabbis. I had but one great question - where can I find the blood of atonement?

I was over thirty years of age when I left Palestine and came to Constantinople
with my still unanswered question ever before my mind, and my soul extremely
troubled about my sins.

"one night I was walking down one of the narrow streets of that city, when I
saw a sign telling of a meeting for the Jews. Curiosity led me to open fhe door and
go in. Just as I took a seat I heard a man say, 'The blood of Jesus christ, His Son,
cleanseth us from all sin'. It was my first introduction to christianity, but I
listened breathlessly as the speaker told how God had declared that 'without

shedding of blood is no remission'; but that He had given His only begotten Son,
the Lamb of God, to die, and all who trusted in His blood were forgiven all their
iniquities. This was the Messiah of the fifty-third of Isaiah: this was the Sufferer
of Psalm 22. Ah, my brethren, I had found the blood of atonement at last. I trusted
it, and now I love to read the New Testament and see how all the shadows of the
law are fulfilled in Jesus. His blood has been shed for sinners. He has satisfied
God, and it is the only means of salvation for either Jew or Gentile.,'

Christ Our Passover
BILL FOLEY

"Christ our passover is sacriftced for us" (1 Corinthians 5:7)

THE term "Easter" is used in the Authorised Version of the Bible to describe the
time of year when Jesus was crucified (Acts 12:4). Many christians are unhappy
with the word because of its pagan connection, but we should not let this obscure
the enormous importance of the death and resurrection of Christ.

"Passover" is the correct term to use. Christ is our passover, says paul, linking
him with the old restament Passover, when God's people were delivered from
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judgement through the death of the sacrificial "Passover" lamb (1 Corinthians
5:7; Exodus I2). At this time of the year the Northern hemisphere enjoys the
vitality of spring, when creation breaks forth into new life. But for Christians it is
not a seasonal event we celebrate, but a saving event with innumerable eternal
blessings in Christ.

Conflict on the Cross

Christ was crucified on a Cross, between two thieves, at the place called calvary.
This is a fact of history confirmed by religious and secular historians. But what
does it mean?

Firstly, on the Cross, we witness conflict. It is a difficult thing to die, for the
body and mind fights against it. We have a desire to live. Yet the sinless Saviour,
who said or did no wrong, and against whose nature it was to die, "tasted death
for every man".

Christ dealt a blow to everything that bars our way to peace with God and
eternal glory. He took upon His shoulders the burden of our sin, the hell we
deserve, and the judgement of God. In so doing, He wiped out the damning
evidence of the commandments, which were against us, and defeated Satan
(Colossians 2:14-15).
The Ten Commandments condemn us as sinners; they expose our guilt and

wretched condition before a holy God. They show us the exceeding sinfulness
of our sin and our lost condition. If we break the law in one point, in thought,
word or deed, we transgress the whole law, and deserve eternal punishment
(James 2:10).

The law is designed to drive us to Christ, but when we come to Christ, we are
no longer under the law for salvation or righteousness. Christ has completely
annulled the law in terms of making us righteous with God. Christ nailed the law
to the tree of Calvary.

The law condemns sinners, but Christ comforts sinners with his imputed
righteousness and forgives our transgression. The law convicts us of sin, but
Christ has consecrated us by His sacrifice and blood.

christ was in conflict with evil and triumphed over it, so that the power of sin
can be broken in our lives, through the ministry of the indwelling Holy Spirit and
the Word of God. We now have liberty through Christ.

Condemnation on the Cross

Secondly, the Cross bears witness to condemnation. The religious leaders mocked
Christ, jeering: "He saved others; himself he cannot save" (Matthew 27:42\. "He
saved others; let him save himself, if he be the Christ, the chosen of God" (Luke
23:35). The people reviled him crying, "save thyself' (Matthew 27:40). The
soldiers said: "If thou be the King of the Jews, save thyself' (Luke 24:37).
Although one of the thieves finally repented, they both railed and blasphemed,
calling out, "If thou be the Christ, save thyself and us" (Luke 23:39).
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Thousands heard the message of salvation during His ministry. But they chose
to misinterpret the Saviour's words, and mocked Him for not saving Himself or
them from physical death. But He was engaged in a different purpose, namely, to
save His people from eternal death.

At His birth He was given a wonderful name - Jesus. He was called "Jesus: for
he shall save his people from their sins" (Matthew 1,:21). Saving His people was
His Mission. His sinless life and substitutionarv death resulted in "so sreat a
salvation" for His elect.

Cries from the Cross

Thirdly, there were Christ's cries from the Cross. He cried out: "My God, my
God, why hast thou forsaken me?" (Matthew 27:46). The thrust of this penetrating
statement is that Jesus endured alienation and rejection from His own Father. We
cannot begin to appreciate the depths of His desolation. Silence and reverential
awe is the appropriate response.

At the Cross we have the great exchange. Christ took my sin, but I take His
righteousness. He was made sin, yet He was sinless. He was the just, dying for the
unjust. He was rejected, that I might be accepted in the Beloved.

He was the Holy One, dying for the unholy. He took the weight of my sin; I
take the worth of His atonement. He took the wrath of God; I take the wealth of
heaven. He took my filthiness; I take His purity. He took my guilt; I take His
innocence. He took my faults; I take His faultlessness. He took my spiritual
poverty; I take the riches of His grace. He took my villainy; I take His virtue. He
took my corruption; but I am complete in Him. He took my vileness; I take His
victory. He took my depravity; I take His deliverance. All this, and much more,
was bound up in the cry of the forsaken Saviour.

Satisfaction from the Cross

At the end He cried with a loud voice: "Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit"
(Luke 23:46). His mission had been accomplished and He said: "It is finished"
(John 19:30). Christ had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever (Hebrews 70:12).
The work of saving souls was done once and for all. It can never to be repeated in
the Roman Catholic mass. We cannot add to this perfect work, or take away from
it. Do we need good deeds or good works to save us? Perish the thought.

To say that I am saved by the cross plus my good works, is to rob Christ of His
achievement. Not for one moment must we give cognisance to such nonsense.
Calvary was the all-sufficient work of God for sinners, once and for all

Only the blood and obedience of Christ can save. God requires nothing more, or
nothing less. This is the wonder of the Gospel of the free grace and mercy of God.

After the Cross

After the Cross came the tomb. Joseph of Arimathea, a disciple of Jesus, placed
Christ's lifeless body in new tomb carved out of the rock (Mark 15:46). Now there

t
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was no more suffering for the Saviour, only a pause in the tomb until the
predestined moment of glorious resurrection. The New Testament has little to sav
about the hours when christ's body lay in the tomb. peter tells us that, by thl
spirit, christ "went and preached unto the spirits in prison". The creed ruyr, ,,H"
descended into hell". Dr. Morris writes in the Defender's study aible (p.t,39g):
"while in Hades in the spirit, He 'preached' - that is, .pioclaimed' - His
victory over death and Hades'(l Peter 3:19; colossians 2:15; Revelation 1:1g).
However, there is no support for current teaching that Jesus did battle with Satan
after his death. Remember, Jesus gave His life as a ransom for manv: Satan did
not take it from Him.

we also see the passiveness of the body of Jesus. Jesus was truly dead; it was
no hoax, as some would have us believe. christ was submissive to genuine death;
t! *.ur a voluntary and obedient act. He elected to die for His eleit people. But
christ was not powerless in His death. on the contrary, He rendered Satan
ggwgrle.ss and conqueled death (Hebrews 2:14). satan has been permanently
disabled by Christ's work on the Cross.

Victory on the Cross
The price for sin has been paid in full. The ,u.rifi"iul blood has been shed and the
people of God have been purchased thereby. Calvary was a victory, not a defeat.
The body of christ lying in the tomb was confirmation of His death. and that
{9a!n i1 important to the believer. why? Because we, as believers, died with
christ. we died to sin, to_its claims, its penalty and its power (Romans 6:6-7).

Furthermore, as a result of christ's death, we should have no fear of death or
bondage (Hebrews 2:15). Do not let bereavement defeat us when we lose a loved
one. scripture says, "o death, where is thy sting? o grave, where is thy victory?,'
(1 Corinthians 15:55).

Admittedly, death is still an enemy to the people of God. But death could not
keep the Saviour and it will not keep us eithei. Inthe great resurrection at the end
of time,-His victory over death will be our victory oveithe grave: ,.The last enemy
thatshall be destroyed is death" (1 Corinthians iS:ZO;.

Meanwhile, His rest brings me eternal rest. we are on our way to Immanuel's
Land. Irt us therefore rest in His love.
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In the early days of Rome, the governor of the citadel, the strongest part of the
town, had a daughter called rarpeia. when the sabines, a neighbouiing t.ibe, curn"
to attack Rgme, Tarpeia promised to open the gates to the enemies oI h., people.
As a reward she asked for what the Sabines carried on their left hands, rn.uning
their golden bracelets. When the treacherous woman had let them in, the king of thE
Sabines not only threw his bracelet upon Tarpeia, but also his heavy shieldlwhich
was carried on his left hand. His followers did the same, and rarpela was crushed
beneath the shields and bracelets. So it is with sin. H. Witmot Buxton
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The Land of Beulah
NOW I saw in my dream that by this time the pilgrims were got over the
Enchanted Ground; and, entering into the country of Beulah, whose air was very
sweet and pleasant, the way lying directly through it, they solaced themselves
there for a season; yea, here they heard continually "the singing of birds,,(Song
2:12) and saw every day "the flowers" appear in the earth, and heard "the voice
of the turtle" in the land. In this country the sun shineth night and day: wherefore
this was beyond the valley of the Shadow of Death, and also out of the reach of
Giant Despair; neither could they from this place so much as see Doubting Castle.
Here they were within sight of the city they were going to: also here met them
some of the inhabitants thereof; for in this land the shining ones commonly
walked, because it was upon the borders of heaven. In this land also the contract
between the Bride and the Bridegroom was renewed: yea, here, ,,as the
bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so doth their God rejoice over them" (Isaiah
62:5). Here they had no want of corn and wine: for in this place they met with
abundance of what they had sought for in all their pilgrimage. Here they heard
voices from out of the city; loud voices, saying, "Say ye to the daughters of Zion,
Behold, thy salvation cometh! Behold, his reward is with him!" (Isaiah 62:1r).
Here all the inhabitants of the country called them "the holy people, the redeemed
of the Lord, sought out", etc.

Now, as they walked in this land, they had more rejoicing than in parts more
remote from the kingdom to which they were bound; and drawing near to the city
they had yet a more perfect view thereof. It was built of pearls and precious
stones; also the streets thereof were paved with gold: so that, by reason of the
natural glory of the city, and the reflection of the sun-beams upon it, christian
with desire fell sick. Hopeful also had a fit or two of the same disease. Wherefore
here they lay by it awhile, crying out because of their pangs, .,If ye see my
Beloved, tell him that I am sick of love".

But, being a little strengthened, and better able to bear their sickness, they
walked on their way, and came yet nearer and nearer, where were orchards,
vineyards, and gardens; and their gates opened into the highway. Now, as they
came up to these places, behold the gardener stood in the way: to whom the
pilgrims said, "whose goodly vineyards and gardens are these?". He answered,
"They are the King's, and are planted here for His own delights, and also for the
solace of pilgrims".

So the gardener had them into the vineyards, and bid them refresh themselves
with the dainties: he also showed them there the King's walks and the arbours,
where he delighted to be: and here they tarried and slept.

Nbw I beheld in my dream, that they talked more in their sleep at this time than
ever they did in all their journey: and being in a muse thereabouts, the gardener
said even to me, "Wherefore musest thou at the matter? It is the nature oflhe fruit



66 The Gospel Magazine

of the grapes of these vineyards 'to go down so sweetly as to cause the lips of
them that are asleep to speak'(Song 7:9)."

So I saw that when they awoke they addressed themselves to go up to the city.
But, as I said, the reflection of the sun upon the city (for the ciiy was puie
gold), was so extremely glorious that they could not as yet with op"n iace beirold
it, but through an instrument made for that purpose. So I saw, thlt as they went
on, there met them two men in raiment that shone like gold, also their facej shone
as the light.

During the last days of that eminent man of God, Dr. payson, he once said: ,,when
I formerly read Bunyan's description of the land of Beulah, where the sun shines
and the birds sing day and night, I used to doubt whether there was such a place;
but now my own experience has convinced me of it, and it infinitely trans-cends
all my previous conceptions."

- The best possible commentary on the glowing descriptions in Bunyan is to be
found in that very remarkable letter dictated by Dr. piyson to his iister a few
weeks before his death: "were I to adopt the figurative language of Bunyan, I
might date this letter from the Land of Beulah, of which I [ave been for-some
weeks a happy inhabitant. The celestial city is full in my view. Its glories have
been upon me, its breezes fan me, its odours are wafted io me, its sounds strike
upon my ears, and its spirit is breathed into my heart. Nothing separates me
from it but the river of death, which now appears but as an insigiificint rill that
may be crossed at a single step, whenever God shall give permisiion. The Sun of
Righteousness has been gradually drawing nearer and nearir, appearing larger and
brighter as He approached, and now He fills the whole hemisphire;pourin-g fortn
a flood of glory, in which I seem to float like an insect in thi beams of thle sun,
exulting, yet almost trembling, while I gaze on this excessive brightne.r, und
wondering with unutterable wonder why God should deign thus to Jhine upon a
sinful worm."

_ o _

Book Reviews
The Pigtail and chopsticks Man. Jim cromarty. Evangelicat press. pp. 208,
paperback ISBN 0 85234 519 4.

This attractively produced book tells the story of Hudson Thylor and the founding of the China
Inland Mission. written primarily for "today's readers, especially young people',, the life of
this man of God is told in a way which maintains the attention, and keeps its momentum,
despite being at times somewhat stilted in style. The author portrays 

" 
rn.n of d..p and lasting

faith in God, of great courage, with tireless energy and a passionate love for the Chinese
people, whose at times unorthodox methods led to the establishing of a work which reached
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into the very heart of that country. Each of the chapters, which are mostly quite short,
concludes with questions to draw out lessons from what has been read. These will be
particularly useful for parents who are reading the story to younger children. In these days
when the Christian life is so often represented as requiring little effort or self-denial, how
important it is that young people should learn about the pioneer missionary activity of former
days and the sacrifices made to take the Gospel of Jesus Christ into distant lands. With a
number of illustrations and maps here is a useful contribution to this end. J.p.w.

Evolution - Fact or Fiction? John Blanchard. Evangelical press. pp. 40, paperbaclc
Packs of r0 f14.95. ISBN 0 85234 530 5.

Science today requires students to accept evolution of the species as a fact. Educational
authorities and text book publishers comply with this requirement and arguments against
evolution are considered as a negative approach and consequently are not published. This goes
hand in hand with the widespread belief that evolution is science and creation is religion
and because the Bible has allegedly been disproved it can be laid aside as old fashioned and
out of date.

However, many scientific writers, not all having faith in God, consider evolution theory to
be deeply flawed, not supplying the answers about origins that are looked for. This short book
by John Blanchard is an introduction to the subject and is particularly useful to those who come
to the matter for the first time and look for guidance. Blanchard quotes from trustworthy
authorities such as Malcolm Bowden, Henry Morris and Phillip Johnson and he shows us
unassailable arguments for a young universe, the impossibility for one species to change into
another and that without any factual basis, evolutionism is a belief system and not a science. I
highly recommend this book. 

T.M.B.

Trees of the Lord.v, R. stonelake. Privately published. pp.l28, illustrated. s3.95+40p
p&p. ISBN 0 95425 490 2.

Each of the fourteen chapters tells the story of a biblical tree, from the Burning Bush to the
Cross. Each chapter is self-contained, and the reader is encouraged to find the answers to the
questions asked in each chapter through further study.

This book would be particularly useful for Sunday School teachers as each chapter could be
used as the basis for a complete lesson. Ifpurchased for a child to read alone, I would suggest
it is more suited to the lower end of the intended age range (10-15 years). E.H.M.

ALink in the Chain and other Sbrtes. pp.93.s2.75. ISBN 090443 ss47.Andrew's
Prayer and other Stories. pp. 103. f3.75. ISBN I 90191 807 6z The Book on the
Window-Sill and Other Stories. pp. 95. f2.75. ISBN 0 90443 550 4. Lydia M.
Houghton. Gospel Tidings Publications.

These three volumes form a collection of short stories by "Damaris", the former author of "Our
Young Folk" page in this magazine.

Each story is based on an actual event, anecdote from the author's childhood or episode from
the life of a historical figure. They are retold in a straightforward style, and while the volumes
are very simple in design you could be confident that children up to 12 years of age would

\

enjoy reading or listening to them. E.H.M.
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How to Handle Your Life . . . and other Hetpful Advice from God. carine
MacKenzie. christian Focus Publications. pp. lg3. f5.99. ISBN I g{792 s20 3.
Written for 7- to 1l-year-olds, the 45 chapters of this book are designed to encourage children
to read the Bible and pray daily.

Each chapter is divided into two parts: an illustration of biblical truth followed by a word
search designed to familiarise the reader with their Bible. The chapters are further divided into
sections covering subjects, including the Bible and Christiin Life, and each section
incorporates additional pluzzles, memory verses, and "prayer points". Addressing issues as
wide-ranging as fashion and keeping fit to loneliness and making choices, the author
points the reader to how Jesus would have handled each situation, rnuking this a good choice
for an ll-year-old, or a very grown up 7O-year-old! The Bible versio-n used is the New
King James' 

E.H.M.

The Call: Finding and Fulfilling the Central purpose of your Life. os Guiness.
spring Harvest Publishing Division and pater Nostei Lifestyle. pp. 249. f7.99. ISBN
| 85078 429 9.

Os Guiness sets out his reflections on calling as a series of 26 individual chapters, designed to
read one day at a time, in a style that will be familiar to readers of C. S. lrwis. IndeeJ, C. S.
[,ewis is one of the author's most frequently quoted sources.

The book sets out the historical cases for different interpretations ofcalling, and argues that
calling is a way of life, rather than the more narrow definition of vocation. Each point is
thoroughly illustrated with quotations from historical figures, philosophers and modirn-day
leaders. The Bible version used is the NIV. 

E.H.M.

The Guide - Ecclesiasfes. Gordon Keddie. Evangelical press. pp.347. f7.00. ISBN
0 8s234 485 6.

This book won over the prejudice of the reviewer. If you like the older commentaries it may
take a while to get used to this style with its direct questions at the end of each chapter, but it
is not short of doctrine. It has a well illustrated sermonic feel to it rather than a word by word
analysis, so the use of the NKJV does not distract the reader as it mieht otherwise.

Previous commentators like E. W. Hengstenberg and Charles Brid-ges have been consulted
and they would surely not despise Keddie's work. The language is quite simple but not for the
ignorant. It would suit a bright teenager or college studenf as well as the general reader.
Preachers will also do well to get a copy.

The book even looks modern in style and it was probably meant to be shorter. I suspect the
publishers allowed Mr. Keddie to give Ecclesiastes the more serious attention it is owed. The
work is really worthy of a more durable binding but it is understandable that costs were kept
down and buyers not frightened away.

The purpose of the book is, like Ecclesiastes itself, to show that life lived solely ,,under the
sun" is vanity. The pressing need of the hour is to heed the preacher's call to know thy Creator
before the evil days come. Such a theme makes Ecclesiastes an excellent starting point for
establishing the Guide series. There is a website on which readers can ask the authoiquestions.
Most will be too shy to do so, but seeing what good answers are given, it is a great opportunity.

Under no circumstances should you read the end first but it is very moving and well worth
the wait' 

P'J'R'
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The Free Offer of the Gospel. John Munay. The Banner of Ttuth Tfust. pp. 30,
booklet. f,1.25.

fThis is another review, by request, being originally reviewed in the NovemberlDecember
issue. Ed.l

This booklet aims to establish the scriptural basis for the proposition that God in His goodness
and mercy desires the repentance and salvation of all men, including the impenitent and
reprobate; and in this booklet Professor Munay makes a careful exegesis of the relevant
scripture passages.

A key passage is the poignant lament df the tord Jesus Christ recorded by Matthew 23:37:
"O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto
thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her
chickens under her wings, and ye would not!" Our Lord thus expresses His desire for the
repentance and salvation of those who rejected Him; and His desire that all men should repent
and be saved is later shown in His command to His apostles: "Go ye into all the world, and
preach the Gospel to every creature" (Mark 16:15). That the free offer is unrestricted is
abundantly clear from Revelation 22:17 , which reads: "Whosoever will, let him take the water
of life freely."

Whilst not an altogether easy read, Professor Munay has written a valuable exposition of
scriptural truth in this reviewer's opinion and in his concluding remarks he states: "The full
and free offer of the Gospel is a grace bestowed upon all.' W.nS.

The Spirit and the Church. John Owen (abridged by J. K. Law). puritan paperbacks.
Banner ofTtuth Trust. pp. 196. f3.75. ISBN 0 851518222,

This updated abridgement, in good clear print, completes that begun in 1998 in the volume |ie
Holy Spirit 0SBN 0 85151 69 8). The book is divided into five sections, entitled: 1. How we
believe Scripture to be the word of God; 2. Understanding the mind of God; 3. The Holy Spirit
and prayer; 4. The Holy Spirit as a Comforter; 5. The gifts of the Holy Spirit - all valuable and
important topics.

The cover statement that the abridgement makes Owen "easy to read" should be treated with
caution. This is my first encounter with Owen's works and my main impression is that he is
not for everyone. This is essentially a study book to be worked through thoughtfully. The
quotations from the New King James Version are backed up by numerous other Sgripture
references which demand careful examination, or much of the thrust of Owen's thoughts will
be lost. The sections are all divided into subheadings, however, so, as a study book, it is one
which can be worked at a small section at a time, which is quite helpful. R.S.

1 & 2 Timothy and Titus. Patrick Fairburn. Banner of ftuth rfust. pp. 451, hardback
113.95. ISBN 0 85151 820 6.

Fairbum was one of a galaxy of fine Presbyterian Scottish ministers and scholars of the late
19th century. His great learning and ability has contributed a lasting work on these epistles
(first published 1874). Standing in the Reformed tradition of utter fidelity to the text as
Scripture and painstakingly careful in exegesis, he always wrote with the pulpit in view.

Based on the Greek text, in most cases it is not necessary to know the language. Times have
changed and a number of serious new issues face us today, but it would be a poor sfudent of
Scripture that did not find Fairbairn a solid guide for establishing a sound understanding of the
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text for today's battles. Three appendices deal with important issues, the treatment of slavery
in the NT, the meaning of the term "husband of one wife", and an excellent essay on the
doctrines essential for salvation. It is refreshing not to plough through a host of what scholars
may or may not have said before getting to the text, but Fairburn had read them and we have
the distillation of a fine mind to help us feed the flock of God. A bargain price. 

J.D.

Divorce and Remaniage, Biblical Principles and Pastoral Advice. Andrew
Cornes. Mentor. pp.557, paperback C13.99.ISBN I 857927567.

Published in 1993, this updated edition includes recent statistics and a theological evaluation
of the two reports on Marriage published by the House of Bishops, 1999 and 20fi). when
published, it came very highly recommended by AJec Motyer, John Stott, and others. One can
see why. After a description of the modern context, two parts follow, the first covering Biblical
Principles of Marriage, Singleness, Divorce in each Testament, and Singleness after
Remarriage, then a biblical conclusion. The second part deals with pastoral matters covering
Education, Caring, Reconciling, and Bearing Witness. It is throughout a very fine treatment,
carefully and fully argued and totally sensitive to the heartbreaking problems people face.

It is not always an easy read, for some of the conclusions may make us uncomfortable if we
desire scriptural faithfulness. Some conclusions may surprise, some will make us think hard,
but it is a book to help heal and take us forward in the Christian walk. Space forbids a detailed
review but suffice to say, it is hard to see anywhere a better, more carefully, theologically
reasoned and sensitively presented book than this one on this subject. Every minister should
read it and it would provide an excellent basis for preparing a course on maniage preparation
and facing the perennial problem ofbeing single. In every way a truly excellent book and not
to be ignored. Full indices. 

J.D.

Jesus, the way. I. A. Sadler. Published by the author, 6 Aston close, pangbourne,
Reading, RG8 7LG. pp. 81, paperback f2.50 (up to 50vo discount for bulk orders).

The sub-title of this book is, "Walking in the way of salvation, turning neither to the right hand
nor to the left". Sadler, a Strict Baptist, is driven to write because of the unholy, loose living in
biblical churches today; people are "converted" but lives are not transformed. Having said that,
the book is not a series of rules on how to become holy. It is thoroughly orthodox and the
contents are exactly what are needed today by those who find themselves under pressure from
their Christian friends to conform somewhat to the modern world - pressure to rub off a few
sharp corners.

It is divided into six chapters, each describing a basic piece of biblical teaching: 1. The
Narrow but Blessed way (which includes a warning against being too narrow); 2. The
Sovereign Creator (predestination); 3. Jesus Christ Revealed and Krown (a warning against
conversion without true repentance); 4. The Witness of the Church (a plea for unity and order
in the Church); 5. Assurance in the Midst of Trials (a warning that the Christian life is not
easy); 6. The Heavenly Prospect (a reminder that our hope is in Heaven when "We shall see
Him as He is").

The book has many long quotations from the Bible, all taken from the Authorised Version.
The author says about quoting the Authorised, "This is not from some feeling of tradition or
sentimentality. . . (but because of the accuracy of translation, the spiritual savour and the
divine grandeur of the Authorised Version."
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The style is definitely quaint. reminding one of J. C. Ryle but not capturing his vigour.
It becomes slightly monotonous before the end. This is unfortunate because it makes it huid to
envisage the book being read by the average modern Christian reader. However, for the serious
reader and/or one from a thoroughly traditional background, this is an excellent little book,
well worthwhile, glorifying to Jesus. 

G.D.M.

Ephesinns. R c. sproul. christian Focus. pp. 159, hardback sl2,gg.ISBN I g5292
609 9.

First publishedin1994, this is a reprint from the Bible Commentary Series. It is marked by
superb clarity, careful brevity, and astute comment, demonstrating a profound and scholarly
mind. Ten chapters cover the epistle. The Bible version (NIV) is frequently integrated into thl
text to form an extended paraphrase with flowing elucidation of the text. However, it is a
theological commentary in the finest sense explaining the text with excellent clarity while
carrying the reader along with the sense of the passage.

A Theme Index traces theological terms to relevant contexts, with simple and apt
illustrations' always with relevant application. Especially helpful are the explanations of
Election, Adoption, Theology, I-aw and Redemption, but all are finely done. Although the
younger Christian would benefit greatly from this book, the more experienced will not be
disappointed. Very little of the terminology is difficult for a less experienced reader.

Fully in the Reformed tradition this should not be ignored because of its relatively small
size. No punches are pulled, yet graciousness and honesty pervade. For its size and intention,
this is a very satisfying commentary. Thoroughly recommended 

J.D.

Discovering Christ in Genesis. Don Fortner. Evangelical press. pp.3s2, paperback
fll.95. ISBN 0 85234 504 6.

Perhaps no other book in the Bible is so frequently dismissed with scorn as Genesis, so it is
refreshing to read a book which takes literally Christ's words, "For had ye believed Moses,
ye would have believed me: for he wrote of me" (John 5:46; Lu/xe 24:27). All quotations are
from the A.V.

The author is a Baptist pastor in America whose ministry reaches beyond his own church,
where he has been for 22 years, into radio, TV and print. He presents selected Genesis
characters and the events of their times as types foreshadowing Christ, using them also to
illustrate Christian doctrine plainly and powerfully, thus emphasising Christ as timeless. The
author is adamant (pp. a2,58) that "if a person truly understands and believes Genesis I, Z and
3, he has grasped the whole system of divine truth. . . . If we fail to understand what is revealed
in these three chapters, we cannol understand anything else in the Sacred Volume." Those are
challenging words.

In addition to the chapters one would expect, on how the events and lives of Abraham, Jacob
and Joseph foreshadow Christ, there are also chapters on the two trees in the Garden of Eden
(the tree of life symbolizing Christ), Enoch, how the ark depicts life in Christ, lot and others.

There are some points that need attention: the misprint of ..foul,, for ..fowl" (p. 1gg); the
quotation attributed to c. H. Spurgeon G,. 207) properly belongs to Bishop J. c. Ryle
(Holiness, ch. 9, p. 147 in E.P. edition, 1984) and Mr. Fortner's succeeding paragraphs on Lt
have a marked flavour of Ryle's chapter in style and wording. on p. 33g in the last paragraph,
the sense requires that "Jacob" should be read for "Judah"; likewise on p. 339 p.iugropt t,
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"Joseph' instead of'Judah"; on p. 340 "Jacob" instead of "Judah'. These aside, this book is
recommended for those who regard Genesis as remote history only, or for those who have been

G.NH.H.taught to deride it as a book of fables.

The First Fifty Years. Noel Gibbard. Bryntirion Press. pp.2fi), hardbaclc S9.95. ISBN
I 85049 191 7.

This is the history of the Evangelical Movement of Wales over its first 50 years from 1948, a
time when people were searching for meaning and purpose in life in the aftermath of the
Second World War. The story of its beginnings among Welsh-speaking students, and its
development through conferences, evangelistic campaigns, youth camps and its own magazine,
is vividly portrayed. The part played by individuals, many of whom subsequently became well-
known, is sketched out, though the proliferation of names becomes a little tedious at times.

From its formal establishment in 1955 right up to the present day, the author emphasises that
the purpose of the Movement is to proclaim the Christian Gospel of repentance and faith in
Jesus Christ. However, it does not ignore social issues and examples are given of the stand it
has taken over some of these. The final chapter highlights some of the "Battles of the Faith"
in which it has been involved. Two appendices are included, the first of which sets out the
Movement's doctrinal basis, whilst the second contains a brief account of the Evangelical Press
of Wales (now Bryntirion Press). As a whole this is an interesting and honest account of the
development of a work of God which has had a significant impact on the lives of many, both
in Wales and elsewhere 

J.p.W.

Editor's Note: We live, regrefully, in a day when most evangelicals have abandoned the Authorised
(King James) Version of the Bible. Rather, therefore, than ceasing to review most books, we try to
warn readers by stating if the book uses another version of the Bible. The position of the Gospel
Magazine remains true to the AV as the best text and translation, in beautiful and formative English.
That we name another translation does not mean we endorse it.

Piease obtaix dny books revitnted or atlvefiised trom your local Christian bookshop, as we regn{ully
are not in a position to supply your requirements.
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