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Two hundred andfifty years ago, on 21st March 1556, was burned the Archbishop
of Canterbury, Thomas Cranmer. Here is his prayer at his death. It is to be very
much doubted that his sins were anything to compare with those of the present
bench of Bishops, and especially the present Archbishop of Canterbury, in the
matter of betraying the Cause of Christ, which was the "one thing" troubling
Cranmer s conscience. The same holds true of the leaders of many other
Churches at this time.

"GOOD Christian people, my dearly beloved brethren and sisters in Christ, I
beseech you most heartily to pray for me to Almighty God, that He will forgive
me all my sins and offences, which be many without number, and great above
measure. But yet one thing grieveth my conscience more than all the rest,
whereof, God willing, I intend to speak more hereafter. But how great and how
many soever my sins be, I beseech you to pray God of His mercy to pardon and
forgive them all." And here, kneeling down he said: "0 Father of heaven: 0 Son
of God, Redeemer of the world: 0 Holy Ghost, three persons and one God, have
mercy upon me, most wretched caitiff and miserable sinner. I have offended, both
against heaven and earth, more than my tongue can express. Whither then may I
go, or whither should I fly? To heaven I may be ashamed to lift up mine eyes, and
to earth I find no place of refuge or succour. To thee therefore, 0 Lord, do I run:
to thee I do humble myself, saying 0 Lord, my God, my sins be great, but yet
have mercy upon me for thy great mercy. The great mystery, that God became
man, was not wrought for little or few offences. Thou didst not give thy Son, 0
heavenly Father, unto death for small sins only, but for all the greatest sins of the
world, so that the sinner returns to thee with his whole heart, as I do here at this
present. Wherefore, have mercy on me 0 God, whose property is always to have
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mercy. I crave nothing, 0 Lord, for mine own merits, but for thy name's sake, that
it may be hallowed thereby, and for thy dear Son Jesus hrist's sake: and now,
therefore, Our Father in heaven, hallowed be thy name," etc.

THE REVEREND H. GORDON H. HILL
Mr. Hill passed peacefully away on 16th December 2005 in his 91st year. He
had been closely linked with the Gospel Magazine for many years and was the
longest serving Trustee. He gave unstinted service to the work and for a very
long period was secretary, ably assisted by his wife, Sheila. We owe much to
their united service, especially during the years of financial stringency.

Ordained in 1939 for the curacy of Aldridge, Staffordshire, he subsequently
served with Irish Church Missions as Deputation ecretary. In 1948 he
became rector of Whinburgh, Westfield, and Reymerston in Norfolk, a
ministry that was to continue until his retirement in 1981. Throughout those
long years he exercised a ministry that was distinctive for its faithful biblical
character and the proclamation of the doctrines of grace.

A man of many interests, Mr. Hill was acting editor of the English
Churchman for many years. This involved much work and travelling to the
printers, correcting proofs and seeing the paper through the press.

He served on the committee of several Protestant societies, including
Protestant Truth Society, Waldensian Church Missions and Irish Church
Missions. On his retirement from the latter he was appointed a Vice President.

Mr. Hill had a well-stored mind. This revealed his depth of reading. He had
the pen of a ready writer and was a great correspondent.

It was a privilege to have known Gordon for almost 50 years. It was
an enriching friendship in every way. He was an older brother, always the
source of wisdom and encouragement. We thank God for every remembrance
of him.

The funeral service took place at Whinburgh on 30th December, conducted
by the Rev. Maurice Handford, a tribute being given by Dr. Derek Scales,
secretary of the English Churchman Trust. Psalm 90 was read by his son
Timothy and 1 Corinthians 15:20-58 by his elder son, Jeremy. The sermon
was preached on the concluding verses of this chapter. The hymns sung were
"How sweet the Name ... ", "How good is the God we adore" and "Rock of
Ages" - the latter so closely linked with the Gospel Magazine.

Our loving sympathy goes to his dear wife Sheila, sons Jeremy and
Timothy and daughter, Sarah and his grandchildren in their sorrow. May they
prove the Lord to be the Father of mercies and the God of all comfort.
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• DEATH SWALLOWED UP IN VICTORY •

SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. MAURICE HANDFORD
at the funeral of the Rev. H. Gordon H. Hill, held on 30th December 2005

"Death is swallowed up in victory"

"Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ"
(1 Corinthians 15:54,57)

THIS magnificent chapter throbs with the certainty of the Gospel. The Apostle
undoubtedly rises to one of the great heights of eloquence. His theme centres on
the death and resurrection of Christ and its meaning for believers.

To the pagans of his day there was a finality, an utter hopelessness about death.
They had no hope and were without God in the world(Ephesians 2: 12).

Today we stand in the presence of one of the greatest mysteries that have
perplexed mankind down the centuries of time - the mystery of death. It invades
our homes, breaks our hearts. All too often we see the ravages and scars it brings;
sometimes bringing perplexity and distress.

It is good therefore to be reminded that the Christian faith centres around One
who defeated death, the Lord Jesus Christ. On the cross He wrestled and grappled
with sin and at the end of three hours of darkness cried in triumph "It is finished".

The Bible brings before us the victorious Christ who declares, "I am He that
liveth and was dead and behold I am alive for evermore" (Revelation 1:18).

The resurrection is the citadel of our faith; the confidence of all our hopes. In
Christ the great towering mystery of death has been conquered - "death is
swallowed up in victory". The tragedy has been transformed. Christ has
conquered death and all its powers. He has dealt the death blow to death itself.

It is because of Christ and His finished work on the cross that death's darkness
and grimness wears a softened aspect. Death for the believer is different because
He has exhausted its bitterness. We have a completely transformed outlook.
EartWy loss is heavenly gain. What others call dying, the Christian speaks of
as entering into life. What others think of as departing, the believer regards as
going home.

Twice in the Gospels, the Lord Jesus speaks of death as sleep - Janius' daughter /Jl
and Lazarus. In the Acts, Stephen fell asleep, having been brutally murdered. The
Christian idea of death is that it is as transitory as sleep and is sure to end. The
Apostle says of the last great day, "them that sleep in Jesus will God bring with
Him" (l Thessalonians 4:14).

"Thanks be to God who giveth us the victory." In stepping through the gates of
death we do not step into blank extinction. The Gospel assures us of blessedness
on the other side of these gates. Thankfulness is uppermost in our minds today
for the fragrant memories of our dear friend, no longer with us; for his faithful
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ministry over the years, above all for the assurance that he has but gone before
and is with Christ which is far better - "delivered from the burden of the flesh".

How thankful too that Christ changes the fear of death into the anticipation of
heaven. Not all has been revealed about heaven but enough for faith to rest upon.

"My knowledge of that life is mall,
The eye of faith is dim,
But 'tis enough that Christ know all
And I shall be with Him."
(Richard Baxter)

We part in sorrow. We shall meet in joy. We part amjd pain and infirmities. We
shall meet to part no more in a world where the former things have passed away.
We shall then confess in a yet deeper way that goodne and mercy have indeed
followed us all our days.

"With mercy and with judgment
My web of time He wove
And aye the dews of sorrow
Were lustered by His love.
I'll bless the hand that guided
I'll bless the heart that planned
When throned where glory dwelleth
In Immanuel's Land."

"Death is swallowed up in victory." "Thanks be to God which giveth us the
victory." May these truths bring comfort and assurance in your hour of sorrow and
bereavement.

--e--

• THANKFULNESS •

A SERMON BY THE EDITOR

"In everything give thanks" (l Thessalonians 5:18)

IT is not possible to order so much as a child to be thankful. You can make him
say thank you, but not from the heart. It is one of the hardest of all Christian
graces to acquire. Why then does the Apostle exhort the Christians in
Thessalonica to thankfulness?

Because in their very recent unconverted days they had been characteristically
unthankful. The Thessalonians had "turned to God from idol ". You remember the
story, how for three Sabbaths Paul reasoned with the Jew in the Synagogue, but
they rejected the message. Those who accepted the Go pel were the Greek
proselytes and many women. Read this epistle and you will ee it was written to
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idol-worshippers, not Jews. There are few, if any, references to Scripture, as the
converts knew little or nothing of the Book. It has the strongest sentiments against
the Jews of any letter Paul wrote, saying "who both killed the Lord Jesus, and
their own prophets, and have persecuted us; and they please not God, and are
contrary to all men". That was not written to Jewish converts. The Apostle would
fall foul of the religious hatred laws being enacted today!

Like all heathen, the Greeks were experts at flowery lip-thanks. The world
specialises in it. You listen to their thanking each other, and then their remarks
about each other behind their backs. Heart thankfulness is something they know
little of. How can they know? For unbelievers are wrong at the root, they are not
thankful to God, as Romans 1:21 says, "neither were thankful". By turning their
backs on the knowledge of God seen in His creation, unbelievers become
unthankful. Wrong at the centre, they are wrong all round about thankfulness.

That is obvious, for thankfulness in the New Testament is deeply connected
with prayer. Prayer involves confession of dependence upon the Creator God, as
the Lord prayed in Matthew 11:25: "I thank thee, 0 Father, Lord of heaven and
earth." Literally what He said was, "I confess with thanksgiving". If there is one
thing unbelievers refuse more than any other, it is to confess thankfully that God
made and owns the world we live in. But thankfulness in our New Testament is
again and again connected with confession of God's might and wonders. Godless
evolution leads inevitably to ingratitude.

No, it is a Christian grace, and one not easily acquired, but gained painfully
over long years. I remember arriving as a young missionary in a Muslim land. It
was a terrible experience. Almost no one wanted you or your Gospel. Indeed, of
the fourteen men who started out together, all but two had gone home at the end
of the first two years. I became quite distraught, and lost over a stone in weight,
and I was like a rake to start with. It was the hardest thing I have ever faced. Oh!
Not to stay, one could sternly go on, but to thank God and mean it for bringing
me there. Oh! It was possible with the lips before other missionaries in prayer
meetings, but in my heart, black despair. God had called me around 10 years of
age, and life through my teens was a quarrel with God. I had been born where my
earliest memories of the mission field were the Indian central plains, and having
prickly heat and illnesses as a small child. Oh that heat! I had absolutely no desire
to become a white-faced dog-collar wearer, and least of all a missionary. The great
turning point of my life was when I submitted. Real thankfulness is the hardest
and last of all Christian graces we put on.

These Thessalonians did not naturally become thankful, but rather after being
converted went on just as before "in the lusts of concupiscence", as chapter 4,
verse 5, says. They were idle, and needed to be told to "work with your own
hands" (verse 11). They became prey to fears in their minds and sad in verse 18
of chapter 4, by not understanding that those who had died before the Lord came
again, would rise again. They did not learn Christian graces in a hurry! It takes a
great struggle with our evil hearts to learn to be thankful.
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Then what special emphasis of the Gospel did the Apo tie, Silas and Timothy
bring to them? It is clear, if you examine the account of their time in Thessalonica
in Acts 18 verse 7, that they emphasised discipline. For the accusation of the Jews
against them to the rulers was, they went round "saying that there is another king,
one Jesus". Now the Greeks were an undisciplined lot,ju t like unbelievers today.
They believed in exaggerated freedom, sheer license, as was obvious when you
know the Romans said of them that whilst Rome conquered Greece, Greece
conquered Rome, meaning by bringing in Greek immorality and swamping Rome
with it.

Kings have disciplined kingdoms. How often the word "kingdom" comes into
these letters to the Thessalonians. The Apostle taught di cipline in the Christian
life. I know of nothing more unpopular than to tell men they cannot do what they
are doing. Look at society, why it is in full scale rebellion against authority, most
of all God's. But Christians grow to love Christ's gentle authority, and to accept
His rebukes and chastenings. They have a new heart of flesh, and their stony heart
has been removed. So when Paul came preaching disciplined living, the converts
needed only a gentle reminder to be thankful.

But we all need that reminder. Look at the preacher, Paul. He has just been
thrown out of Philippi after a horrible and humiliating public beating, and then out
of Thessalonica. He left there for Berea and then Athens, and it seems he had no
great success in all four places. He felt his need to be thankful.

Then take the ones who were told to give thanks. How were they when the
letter came? Remember, a second letter, 2 Thessalonians, came only weeks later.
They were under intense persecution. They were being very badly treated, as the
second letter, chapter 1, says: "Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to
recompense tribulation to them which trouble you."

Both writer and readers were in a troubled state. He was in Athens, in such
agony of mind over them, pressed in spirit, whether such newly converted people
could stand the burning trial once he had gone, that he sent Timothy back to
them, and was overjoyed when Timothy reported they were standing firm. But
they seem to have lacked joyfulness in their sufferings. They endured rather
than rejoiced, as the second letter, chapter 1, verse 4, say : "your patience and
faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that ye endure." They need to be
thankful as well.

How could they rejoice? The answer is that Christian joyfulness is independent
of circumstances. It is based on one thing, relationship to the Lord Jesus. If
we wait to rejoice till all is well with us, we shall still be waiting when judgment
day arrives. No, we rejoice because our sins are forgiven. Take the words of the
Lord Jesus to the paralytic lying helpless in front of Him, in Matthew 9:2: "Son,
be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee." The man was not healed, but he was
commanded to be cheerful, though still paralysed. It was only afterwards that
Christ healed him. The answer to lack of thankfulness, is joy, and joy rests on the
bare word of Christ, no more. Certainly not circumstances!
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Sadly, blessings do not make men thankful. For the unsaved, blessings are often
a curse. See those dreadful words in Malachi 2: 1: "I will curse your blessings:
yea, I have cursed them already." Unsanctified blessings never bring satisfaction,
and are very dangerous to the soul. God says, "Ephraim is joined to idols: let him
alone". What inspires a believer's thankfulness is to know his sins are forgiven for
Christ's sake. Paul starts off nearly every letter with thanksgiving and rejoicing
that the readers have been forgiven their sins, and this is no exception, in chapter
1 and verse 2 saying, "We give thanks to God always for you".

And he goes on with the other great reason for thankfulness in the fourth verse,
"Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God". By that Paul does not mean
that he thanks God they are not as other men are. No, he means not a reserved seat
in heaven, but a reserved grace to get them there. Paul was in Athens, trembling
lest they went back into the world. They were new babes in Christ, facing the full
blast of persecution. How could they stand? He had one thing to cling to, they
were elect, so they would come through. The elect cannot fail. This was his source
of comfort and joy, and he wants them to share it.

There then are the reasons, but how were they to carry this out? It is one thing
to know what is right, but quite another to do it. The answer lies in the words "in
everything give thanks". That means that the command is sensible. The world
often objects to Christ's teachings as ridiculous. They say, where would we be if
we took literally the command, "give to him that asketh thee; and from him that
would borrow of thee, turn not thou awaiT'. We would all be ruined, they say.
Here, the objection that arises naturally in the human heart is the impossibility of
giving thanks "in everything".

Clearly, the Apostle does not mean in things sinful and evil. We do not thank
God for our transgressions. Nor does he mean "all the time", "continually". We
cannot just be saying "thank you" without stopping to eat or sleep. Rather, "in
every situation", "over every point". This command is to take each thing that
happens to us, and give thanks for it. It is not an impossible command, but it is a
grace that grows as we use it. Nothing is more hideous than a pretended or forced
grace. Thanks need to be simple, real and from a heart full of gratitude. How
winsome such a grace is, fragrant, and pleasing to God. It was so attractive in our
Saviour. We covet it.

--e--

• FOR YOUNGER READERS • V
C. MACKENZIE

JEHOVAH JlREH - THE LORD WILL PROVIDE

EACH year a list is compiled of the most popular names given to babies born in
the year. The list changes slightly year on year. One year Jack and Emma might
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be top, the next David and Amy. If the name is top of th list it means that many
children have been given that name during the year.

Some people give their baby a much more individual name - omething very
unusual that they think no one else would have. But even the most unusual name
can be copied.

God has many names that are truly unique. No one else is worthy of using these
names. One of these names is Jehovah Jireh - meaning the Lord will provide.

Abraham and Sarah were given a son when they were b th very old. God had
made a promise to Abraham that he would be the father f many nations, even of
kings. Sarah would be blessed as the mother of many nations; "kings of people
shall be of her" (Genesis 17:16). At last, when Abraham was 100 years old and
Sarah 90, their son Isaac was born.

God put Abraham's faith to the test one day. "Take your son Isaac and go to
Mount Moriah," God told him. "Offer up your son as a sacrifice there." Abraham
obeyed. But what would happen to God's promise if I aac was killed? Abraham
believed in God. His promise is true.

Abraham and Isaac went together up the mountain. J aac carried the wood for
the sacrificial fire and Abraham took the fire and the kn ife. I aac was puzzled.
"Father," he asked, "where is the lamb for the burnt offering?" "My son, God will
provide a lamb for the offering," Abraham replied.

Abraham built an altar and laid the wood on it, tied Isaac his son to the wood
and took the knife in his hand. Just then the angel of the Lord called out and
stopped him. "Don't touch your son. Now I know that you fear God, seeing you
did not keep your only son from me."

Abraham then noticed in a bush, not a lamb for the sacrifice, but a ram caught
by its horns. This was God's provision. Abraham called the place Jehovah Jireh
The Lord will Provide.

The Lord is Jehovah Jireh for Us too. He has made the great provision of a sacri
fice for our sin, the Lord Jesus Christ. When John the Baptist saw Jesus, he said
"Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world" (John 1:29). God
did indeed provide a lamb for the sacrifice. Jesus went to Calvary carrying the wood
as Isaac did. His Father did not spare Him, but delivered Him up for His people 
those whom the Father draws to Himself and whom He will never cast away.

Jehovah Jireh has provided many wonderful things for His people, but the most
amazing is the Saviour, Jesus Christ.

BIBLE SEARCH

Look up the verses to find some of the wonderful gifts that the Lord Jehovah Jireh
has provided for His people.

1. For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have (l ~ 9':71 { R .
John 3:16. t ,
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2. Him (Jesus) hath od exalted with his right hand to be a prince and a Saviour,
for to give ~ t{,.vJto Israel and lv1LJ~~,y'? -4 41'fA-:? • Acts 5:31.

3. I will greatly rejoice in the Lord ... He hath clothed me with the garments of
-t 7{ t J' u.. ,he hath covered me with the robe of rI' > f,.>. . Isaiah 61: 10.

4. Think soberly according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of
JI;',..., . Romans 12:3.

5. ~o shall separate us from the ~ of Christ? Romans 8:35.

6. And the /;<vv--e of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:7.

7. The 'r91'~ of the Lord is your strength. Nehemiah 8:10.
U 0 I

8. The Lord gave the /f'J 0 ' f : great was the company of those that
published it. Psalm 68: 11.

9. Trust ... In the living God who giveth us~ eJA rn;, to enjoy.
1 Timothy 6:17.

--e--

• THE KNOT - AND WHAT IS NOT! •

An examination of the essential differences between
Marriage and Cohabitation

Part IV (Concluded)

P. MURCOTT, LL.B. (Douglas, Isle of Man)

Some perceptive comments

Before we consider the ramifications of the above propositions, which, from this
writer's researches, are more widely held in one form or another than may be
supposed, it is worth returning to the judges, who have made some helpful and
perceptive comments over the years on marriage.

In 1944, Mr. Justice Haugh drew attention to the fact that marriage is not to be
regarded simply as a contract. Although it is created by way of an agreement
between the parties, it is "a status arising out of a contract".52 The judge added
that an appreciation of both of these elements was essential for a proper
understanding of the institution itself and of the law applicable to it. The point is
that whereas not all countries permit divorce, which involves an inquiry into "the
marriage actually in being", all countries that are ruled by law must have
provision for nullity. With regard to the latter, the law enquires into, and
determines, whether the marriage ever came into being, whereas in divorce
proceedings the question is whether the marriage ought to be dissolved.
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With these points in mind, let us examine the proposition that cohabitants under
certain circumstances may be regarded as "married". Moreover, let us do so from
the point of view of a Christian minister, whose counsel is being sought.

Are cohabitants "married"?
For the fIrst line of questions, let us consider a new convert who, at the time of
his/her conversion, is legally married. At some time in the past he/she cohabited
with someone else. How is the current marriage to be regarded? Was it bigamy?
Was its consummation adultery? If there are children, are they illegitimate? If the
previous relationship, despite the parties' contrary intentions, is to be regarded as
the true marriage, should the convert be counselled to return to the former
"spouse"? Can the convert and the former "spouse" divorce? If so, on what
grounds may it be sought, and who will grant the decree absolute? Would another
ceremony of marriage then be required?

For our second line of questions, let us consider the position of a convert who
at the time of hislher conversion is cohabiting with someone else who remains
unconverted. What should the advice be? Should the convert be advised to go
through a ceremony of marriage with the other cohabitant, even though this would
mean being "unevenly yoked"?53 Suppose the other party insists that they are not
and never were married - what should the convert do? If they stay together but do
not marry, the law will treat them differently from married couples. Moreover,
what sort of witness would that be?

Alternatively suppose both cohabiting parties are saved at the same time, but
both have understandably concluded that their relationship was wrong from the
start, and that they are not suited to each other, what should the advice be? To
advise a ceremony of marriage would be a sure recipe for a future marital
breakdown. Moreover, at what point did the cohabiting parties "marriage" come
into being, given that they never exchanged any such vows? Was it on the first
night they spent together?54 Or was it when they set up home together? In the
absence of any publicly exchanged vows, what was their mutual intention, and
how can it be proved or disproved?

Finally, given that marriage is, in essence, a covenant that creates a status, how
does the status arise without the covenant? It cannot be imposed upon the parties
against their wishes; for there is neither any legal nor biblical support for such a
thing. An agreement to share bills, to engage in consensual exual intercourse, and
to enjoy each other's company for the time being is not marriage. That is why the
expression "partners" is a completely accurate description of the relationship. To
that extent, it bears some comparison to a business partnership at will, where the
agreement terminates by the mere giving of notice.

Therefore, to contend that cohabitants are in fact married goes far beyond even
the exceptional and fundamentally different provisions of Scottish law, which, in
any event, are hardly a satisfactory statement of the Christian understanding of
marriage. Moreover, if one could impose a covenant relationship upon unwilling
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parties in one set of circumstances, this would be true of another. It would
ultimately mean that those who have specifically rejected Christ and yet display
certain Christian qualities are Christians after all; and every preacher would have
to revoke and revise everything he had ever said.

5: LEAD ME, LORD

The thrust of this paper has been to distinguish marriage from mere cohabitation.
Recently a new dimension has been added by the Civil Partnership Act 2004.
Despite its short title, this legislation is about marriage in all but name between
persons of the same sex. If this were not so, it would not have mirrored in its 196
sections and 22 Schedules every piece of legislation back to 1681 that has any
bearing upon marriage. Under Schedule 20, paragraph 17, where a party to an
existing "civil partnership" marries (in the true sense of the word) someone of the
opposite sex, that marriage will be null and void. Therefore since true marriage is
void only if either party is under the age of consent, or is already married, or if
the parties are within the prohibited degrees, or are not respectively male and
female, where "civil partner" A decides to marry an unattached person C, who is
not within the prohibited degrees, is over 16, is not already married, and is of the
opposite sex, there can be only one ground whereby that marriage could be void:
that in the eyes of the law A is already married.

The departure by the Civil Partnership Act 2004 from one of the fundamental
rules of marriage, as established by God since the dawn of creation, raises serious
issues beyond the scope of this paper. Suffice it to say that Christians will
increasingly be faced with hard decisions as the new social order takes over. It
will affect school textbooks, sex education programmes, and advertising, not to
mention everything from holiday brochures to broadcasting. Applicants for
certain jobs, especially in the public sector, will be carefully vetted to ensure that
they hold the requisite politically correct attitudes; and some of those already in
employment will face crises of conscience and even disciplinary action.
Eventually the criminal law will be invoked by way of a new offence of an
incitement to hatred on the grounds of sexual orientation. That will have a chilling
effect on responsible free speech. Does it sound far-fetched? Then look at what is
already happening over the emerging, vaguely-worded offence of "religious
hatred". In the new order, much will be tolerated; but not the Gospel.

Living, working and witnessing in such a society already presents Christians
with challenges that hitherto they have not had to face. But then, comparable
situations have been met before. It is true that the specific issues were different;
but the essence of Joshua's call to the elders of Israel so long ago remains the
same: "Choose you this day whom ye will serve" (Joshua 24:15).

Guidance
Writing in the nineteenth century, Bishop J. C. Ryle said: "The nearer a nation's
laws about marriage approach the law of Christ, the higher has the moral tone



48 The Gospel Magazine

of that nation always proved to be." Sadly the law of the UK have moved
dramatically in the opposite direction, with the eventual outcome entirely
predictable. So where is wisdom to be found in the maddening maze of things in
which we find ourselves? Proverbs 15:28 says that "the heart of the righteous
studies how to answer"; and since Scripture is the supreme source of study, here
are three principles that could be prayerfully and profitably followed:

"Get wisdom, get understanding" (Proverbs 4:5a). The two are different; yet
they complement each other. "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom;
and the knowledge of the holy is understanding" (Proverbs 9: lO). The biblically
wise will not deliberately seek persecution, since that is a subtle form of self
glory; but neither will they compromise with the world. Tf per ecution comes,
they will bear it patiently; for "this is acceptable to God" (J Peter 2:20b).

"Hold fast the form of sound words" (2 Timothy 1: Ba). There is a view around
today that, because of their "sexual orientation", some people either cannot, or
need not, be changed by the Gospel. That is not the teaching of Scripture.
Moreover, hold firmly to two key principles: the Gospel caU and the spirit in which
it is to be given. The biblical order is this: to begin with God: "0 how I love thy
law: it is my meditation all the day" (Psalm 119:97); and then in this spirit to turn
to sinners: "Rivers of water run down mine eyes because they keep not thy law"
(Psalm 119: 136). If that order is followed, there will be an understanding of what
Paul means by "speaking the truth in love" (Ephesians 4: l5a).

"I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me," wrote Paul to the
Philippians (4:13), in days when the moral and spiritual issues were little different
from the present age. Nor was he reserving this power for himself; for he went on
to say: "But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by
Christ Jesus" (Philippians 4: 19).

Let us close with an extract from the Pilgrim's Progress. Christians need the
sound counsel of Mr. Good-Will. The scene is set at the Wicket Gate:

Good-Will: "Good Christian, come a little way with me, and I will teach thee
about the way thou must go. Look before thee: dost thou see this narrow way?
That is the way thou must go. It was cast up by the patriarchs, prophets, Christ
and His Apostles, and it is as straight as a rule can make it: this is the way thou
must go."

Christian: "But are there no turnings, no windings, by which a stranger may
lose his way?"

Good-Will: "Yes, there are many ... and they are crooked and wide, but thus
thou mayst distinguish the right from the wrong, the right only being straight and
narrow.... "

"Lead me, Lord, lead me in Thy righteousness,
Make Thy way plain before my face.
For it is Thou, Lord, Thou, Lord, only
That makest me dwell in safety." 55
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Notes
52. Griffith v Griffith (1944] IR 35 and 41, page 110, quoted in Words & Phrases Legally Defined, Vol. 3. E-Q,
edited by John Saunders, published by Butterworths.

53. See: 2 Corinthians 6: 14.

54. It is mistaken to suggest, as some do, that 1 Corinthians 6: 16 supports the proposition that mere sexual
intercourse is marriage. If it were, fornication would be an impossible sin to commit; and Paul's references to it
as a separate sin from adultery would be meaningless. This point is also taken up and endorsed by Samuel
Waldon in A Modern Exposition of the 1689 Baptist Confession ofFaith, page 300, second paragraph, published
by the Evangelical Press.

55. See: Psalms 5:8a and 4:8b.
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• ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO •

1906-2006

The following article (supplied by Pastor J. E. North) was written by Edward
Carr (1851-1920) who commenced preaching amongst the Strict Baptists in 1877.
He held pastorates at Sleaford, Lincolnshire, and at Leicester before commencing
his pastoral labours at Providence Chapel, Bath, in 1893. He was a prolific
writer, having written, not only for the Gospel Magazine, but a number ofvolumes
came from his pen as did 666 articles which were published in the magazine, The
Sower. He contributed articles for the Gospel Magazine under the title of "The
Loveliness of Christ". The following article is extracted and edited from the
March 1906 issue of the Gospel Magazine.

THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST:
As the Rain

"He shall come down like rain" (Psalm 72:6)

THERE are many references in the Word of God to God's good gift of rain. It is
mentioned as a type of the Lord's doctrine or teaching in Deuteronomy 32:2: "My
doctrine shall drop as the rain." In the seventy-second Psalm, the coming of the
King's Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, is compared to the falling of rain: He shall
come down like rain upon the mown grass, as showers that water the earth. When
our gracious and merciful Lord thus descends upon His people, by His Spirit, His
Word, or His providence, it is indeed the sending of a plentiful rain whereby
His inheritance is refreshed when it is weary (Psalm 68:9). In considering the
beautiful figure which so sweetly sets forth our aspect of the loveliness of the dear
Redeemer, we may first note:

1. Rain comes direct from heaven. Herein is a clear representation of Him who
is sent by God, and comes from God (John 1:8) as the proof of His love and
favour (Proverbs 16: 15) to sinful, wretched men. Christ, the gift of the Father,
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came from heaven to earth to save the lost, at His incarnation. By the outpourings
of His Spirit, the droppings of His Word, and the bedewings of His grace, He still
comes to cheer the disconsolate spirits, and to refresh the often sorrowful souls as
from time to time His visitations are vouchsafed to the joy and rejoicing of their
hearts. Thus they prove "the King's favour is as a cloud of the latter rain".

2. Rain cometh in the clouds of heaven. Usually, it is the darkest cloud that
brings the heaviest shower. Just as the Lord Jesus will come personally in the
clouds (Revelation 1:7); so spiritually, the clouds of grief, sorrow, calamity,
adversity, and tribulation are often the dust of His feet (Nahum 1:3).

"Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take,
The clouds ye so much dread
Are big with mercy, and shall break
In blessings on your head."

When Jesus comes to us in the chariot of trouble, revealing His love, pity, and
faithfulness, then we know that all things are working together for good (Romans
8:28). God's love in Christ appears most conspicuously in darkest dispensations.

3. Rain is pure, unmixed, and indispensable. Nothing can be a substitute for the
rain descending from the skies in refreshing showers. Even so, nothing but the
coming of Jesus in His Word, grace, and ordinances can water the souls of His
people, revive their drooping spirits, soften their hard hearts, or satisfy their thirst.
"Give me Christ, or else I die," is the longing of every redeemed one. The coming
of the Lord Jesus is like the falling of the pure rain from heaven, uncontaminated
by earthly sources or associations. Cisterns are often broken that we may learn to
look for, and depend upon, the pure and freshly-given supplies of Christ's power
and love which are communicated immediately from God.

4. Rain originates in the ocean. It is created by evaporation caused by the rays
of the sun. The vapour thus formed is condensed into visible clouds by the cold
of the higher atmosphere, and thence falls in blessed streams of rain, as the gift of
God to the thirsty land. So Christ, who is God's best gift, comes in clouds of
affliction and trial, all of which have their origin in the boundless ocean of His
eternal love. This is the true source of every favour.

5. Rain is sovereignly bestowed, in respect to the time when it comes, the place
where is comes, and the measure in which it comes. Man has absolutely no
control over it in any way. Thus our heavenly Father gives Christ in the Spirit,
when He pleases. Therefore, those seeking Jesus and longing for His coming, have
sure and solid ground for hope. Who can tell? Why not for me? The unspeakable
gift is perfectly free, and cometh from above, from the Father of lights, with
whom there is no variableness, neither shadow of turning (lames 1:17).

6. Rain is effectual. It "watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth bud"
(Isaiah 45: 10), accomplishing the Lord's purpose, causing fruitful seasons, and
filling the hearts of men with gladness (Acts 14: 17). In like manner the Lord Jesus
cometh down in His Word; and the quickening, reviving power thereof maketh
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fruitful in every good word and work (2 Thessalonians 2: 17); and causeth the
heart to rejoice in the wondrous goodness of the Lord (Jeremiah 15: 16). The Lord
fully accomplishes His own purposes by His own means. "The counsel of the
Lord shall stand, and he will do his own pleasure" (Isaiah 46:10).

7. Rain has often been sent in answer to prayer (James 5: 18); sometimes after
long waiting (1 Kings 18). The Lord Jesus in His Spirit and grace comes in the
same way. He will be enquired of (Ezekiel 36:37). He will be waited for (Psalm
27:14). To praying, waiting souls, he shall come down like rain upon the mown
grass, as showers that water the earth.

--e--

• STUDIES IN NUMBERS

PETER KING (Hailsham)

10 •

Chapter 16-

AN ALTERCATION IN THE DESERT (verses 1-17)

IT is always a disaster when Christians disagree, and even worse when the result
is separation, but sadly it happens and Korah, Kohath, Dathan and On were the
forerunners of many confrontations. The usual reason is pride, as we saw with
Aaron and Miriam in Chapter 12. This was not a peasants' revolt for the rebels are
"men of renown", people of the upper educated, and they should have known
better considering the accusations made.

Disrespect. Verse 3 shows these men wanted a share of the glory, not accepting
Moses as the leader appointed by God. The congregation is holy, not just you,
Moses! You assume too much. This serious challenge to Moses' authority
revealed the fact they were assuming too much themselves, but we rarely see our
own faults.

Disguise. Notice how they involve all the people, rather like the men who "did
it for the children" in (14:3) trying to make out they were trying to stand up for
the rights of the people. Do we resist preachers and say "we are as good as you".
Maybe sometimes it is true, when leaders abuse their position, but no such
accusation could be made against Moses. Jude speaks of "these filthy dreamers
[who] defile the flesh, despise dominion, and speak evil of dignities". Be careful
to "mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which
ye have learned; and avoid them" (Romans 16: 17).

Dispute. Finally they questioned Moses and Aaron's call to the leadership - a
proud and arrogant spirit with unworthy motives. The dispute, although directed
at Moses and Aaron, questioned God Himself. Unbelieving church leaders of
today, with their self-righteous members, God will judge as these four "eminent"
men - God is not mocked.
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Despair. Poor Moses fell on his face when confronted by these leaders. "God
will show who He has chosen and who can come near to Him," says Moses. He
knew God would not allow this "sin" to go unchallenged and he would have to
deal with it. Many leaders in churches duck the issue until there is a major crisis
and then look for someone to blame. We do not know how Korah and his
compatriots managed to get 250 on their side, but it didn't happen overnight. This
planned rebellion had to be stopped or the people would perish in the harsh
environment ahead of them. So too with problems in the church. If the cancer
continues, trouble is not far down the line

We will look at Moses' response later and see how he first dealt with the
ringleader, Korah his cousin, and then those who hid behind him, Kohath, Dathan
and On. Lastly the showdown that resulted in Korah and his friends dying a
dramatic death.

MEETING THE PROBLEM HEAD-ON

How do you face the difficulties of life? Panic, and run away? Many Christians
do and so the enemy succeeds, dragging the Church into the world. Moses gives
us three important lessons on how to deal with a crisis.

Submission. Realising he could not deal with this rebellion single-handed he
cast himself on the Lord his God. This was not the first time he had found himself
in this position for in 14:5 both he and his brother Aaron sought the Lord when
the people wanted to go back to Egypt. Neither would it be the last time for the
whole journey to Canaan would be a trial of faith for Moses. So it is with the
Christian, as the Bible says "man is born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward.
[But as for me] I would seek unto God, and unto God would I commit my cause"
(Job 5:5-8).

Seek the Lord. God must decide, not Korah or Moses, who the Lord had
chosen to be "the holy one". We do not need to protest against those who dispute
our faith, or try to defend ourselves, but simply live our Christian life in the fear
of the Lord. " ... be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you
a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear" (l Peter 3:15). It is
easy to get upset when false missionaries come to your door with "another
gospel", but the Scriptures need no defence, just proclamation.

Straight talking. Moses' approach was direct with no hint of compromise. He
didn't propose an arbitration court for the rebels. Neither should we dilute the
truth to make it more palatable to the listener. These men had high office, Levites
in Jehovah's service, and Moses reminds them of their responsibility (verse 8). So
it is with Christians, chosen by God as witnesses in the world, and we need
reminding of that sometimes! It appears Korah and Co. wanted higher authority,
rather like Diotrephes in 3 John who loved to be in charge. Sadly this spirit is still
in the Church as proud leaders push others out of the way. Godliness with
contentment is great gain and we are wise when we seek the clothing of the new
man of grace (Ephesians 4:25-29).
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Solution. Korah was the figurehead but lurking behind were Dathan, Abiram
and the Reubenites. There is usually a little gang of followers when a dispute
occurs, complaining at a distance, raising all sorts of foolish accusations about the
mistake of coming out of Egypt and that they had not yet come to Canaan [12
14]. Moses would have none of this and called them all to account. "Come out
and make your case"; but they refused. There is no choice but to continue with the
challenge and meet the rebels next day to see how the Lord would reply. We are
wise to wait on our God when difficulties arise and we have done all we can.

--e--

• THOMAS CRANMER •

Burned at Oxford for the Confession of Christ's True Doctrine
on 21st March 1556

(Reprinted from The Life, State, and Story, of the Reverend Pastor and Prelate,
Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury, Martyr, by J. E. Cox and

originally published in 1844 by the Parker Society)

Part I

FORASMUCH as the life and estate of the most reverend father in God and
worthy prelate of godly memory, Thomas Cranmer, late archbishop of
Canterbury, together with the original cause and occasion of his preferment to the
dignity archiepiscopal, whereunto he was advanced immediately upon the death
of bishop Warham, archbishop of the same, beyond all expectation, without
support of money or friends, by the only well-liking of the most renowned king
of famous memory, Henry the eighth, who with a fatherly care maintained his
countenance, and defended his innocent life, undermined sundry times by the
manifold attempts of the horrible arch-enemy of Christ and His gospel, Stephen
Gardiner, and other his complices; with divers other circumstances of his most
commendable conversation, charitable consideration of the poor, constant care in
reformation of corrupt religion, his undaunted courage in continual defence of the
same, and the perseverance therein to the loss of his life, be already described at
large in the book of Acts and Monuments of Martyrs; it may seem needless to
make a thorough discourse thereof again at this present. Nevertheless, partly to
stop the mouths of slanderous sycophants, and partly for the ease of such as would
happily be desirous, upon the view of the title of this book, to be acquainted with
the life of the author, being otherwise not able to have recourse to the story at
large, as also because his virtuous life, and glorious death was such, as can never
be commended sufficiently, I have thought it not altogether amiss to renew the
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remembrance thereof by certain brief notes, referring them that be desirous to
know the whole to the story thereof at large.

It is first therefore to be noted and considered, that the same Thomas Cranmer
coming of ancient parentage, from the conquest to be deducted, and continuing
sithens in the name and family of a gentleman, was born in a village called
Arselacton in Nottinghamshire. Of whose said name and family there remaineth
at these days one manor and mansion-house in Lincolnshire, called Cranmer Hall,
etc., sometimes of heritage of the said stock and family. Who being from his
infancy kept at school, and brought up, not without much good civility, came in
process of time unto the university of Cambridge, and there prospering in right
good knowledge amongst the better sort of students, was chosen fellow of Jesus
college in Cambridge. And so being master of art, and fellow of the same college,
it chanced him to marry a gentleman's daughter, by means whereof he lost and
gave over his fellowship there, and became the reader in Buckingham college;
and for that he would with more diligence apply that his office of reading, placed
his said wife in an inn, called the Dolphin, in Cambridge, the wife of the house
being of affinity unto her. By means [by reason, Foxe] of whose abode in that inn,
and his often repair unto her, arose a certain slanderous report, after he was
preferred to be archbishop of Canterbury, bruited abroad by the malicious disdain
of certain sycophantical papists, that he was but an hosteler, and altogether devoid
of learning; which how falsely was forged upon him, may easily appear hereby,
that the masters and fellows of Jesus college, noting the virtuous disposition ofthe
man, and the great travail he took, notwithstanding his marriage, whiles he
continued reader in Buckingham college, immediately upon the death of his wife
(who not long after their enter marriage was in childbed surprised by death)
received him into their fellowship again; where he so behaved himself, that in few
years after he became the reader of the divinity lecture in the same college, and in
such special estimation and reputation with the whole university, that being doctor
of divinity, he was commonly appointed one of the beads (which are two or three
ofthe chiefest learned men) to examine such as yearly profess, in commencement,
either bachelors or doctors of divinity, by whose approbation the whole university
licenseth them to proceed unto their degree; and again, by whose disallowance the
university also rejecteth them for a time to proceed, until they be better furnished
with more knowledge.

Now doctor Cranmer, ever much favouring the knowledge of the scripture,
would never admit any to proceed in divinity, unless they were substantially seen
in the story of the bible: by means whereof certain friars and other religious
persons, who were principally brought up in the study of school-authors, without
regard had to the authority of scriptures, were commonly rejected by him; so that
he was greatly for that his severe examination of the religious sort much bated and
had in great indignation: and yet it came to pass in the end, that divers of them,
being thus compelled to study the scriptures, became afterwards very well learned
and well affected; insomuch that, when they proceeded doctors of divinity, they
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could not overmuch extol and commend master doctor Cranmer's goodness
towards them, who had for a time put them back to aspire unto better knowledge
and perfection. Amongst whom doctor Barret, a white friar, who afterwards dwelt
at Norwich, was after that sort handled, giving him no less commendation for his
happy rejecting of him for a better amendment. Thus much I repeat, that our apish
and popish sort of ignorant priests may well understand that this his exercise, kind
of life, and vocation was not altogether hostelerlike.

I omit here how Cardinal Wolsey, after the foundation of his college in Oxford,
hearing the fame of his learning, used all means possible to place him in the same;
which he refused with great danger of indignation, contenting himself with his
former fellowship in Cambridge: until, upon occasion of the plague being in
Cambridge, he resorted to Waltham Abbey, and sojourned with one M. Cressey
there, whose wife was doctor Cranmer's niece, and two of her children his pupils
in Cambridge. During this time the great and weighty cause of king Henry the
eighth his divorce with the lady Catharine, dowager of Spain, was in question.
Wherein two cardinals, Campeius and Wolsey, were appointed in commission
from the pope to hear and determine the controversy between the king and the
queen; who by many dilatories, dallying, and delaying, the whole summer, until
the month of August, taking occasion to finish their commission, so moved the
patience of the king, that in all haste he removed from London to Waltham for a
night or twain, whiles the dukes of Norfolk and Suffolk dispatched cardinal
Campeius home again to Rome. By means whereof it chanced that the king's
harbingers lodged, doctor Stephens' [Doctor Stephen Gardiner, sometime bishop
of Winchester] secretary, and doctor Foxe, almoner (who were the chief
furtherers, preferrers, and defenders of the foresaid cause in the king's behalf), in
the house of the said M. Cressey, where doctor Cranmer was also resident as
before. When supper-time came, and all three doctors met together, being of old
acquaintance, they entertained each other familiarly: and the said doctor Stephens
and doctor Foxe, taking occasion of their happy meeting together, began to confer
with doctor Cranmer concerning the king's cause, requesting him to declare his
opinion therein.

Whereunto doctor Cranmer answered, that he could say little in the matter, for
that he had not studied nor looked for it. Notwithstanding he said to them, that, in
his opinion, they made more ado in prosecuting the laws ecclesiastical than
needed. "It were better, as I suppose," quoth doctor Cranmer, "that the question,
whether a man may marry his brother's wife or no, were decided and discussed
by the divines and by the authority of the Word of God, whereby the conscience
of the prince might be better satisfied and quieted, than thus, from year to year,
by frustatory delays to prolong the time, leaving the very truth of the matter
unboulted out by the Word of God. There is but one truth in it, which the scripture
will soon declare, make open and manifest, being by learned men well handled;
and that may be as well done in England, in the universities here, as at Rome, or
elsewhere in any foreign nation, the authority whereof will compel any judge
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soon to come to a definitive sentence; and therefore, as 1 take it, you might this
way have made an end of this matter long sithens." When doctor Cranmer had
thus ended his tale, the other two well liked of his device, and wished that they
had so proceeded aforetime; and thereupon conceived some matter of that device
to instruct the king withal, who then was minded to send to Rome again for a
new commission.

Now the next day, when the king removed to Greenwich, like as he took
himself not well handled by the cardinals in thus deferring his cause, so his mind
being unquieted and desirous of an end of his long and tedious suit, he called to
him this his two principal doers of his said cause, namely, the said doctor
Stephens and doctor Foxe, saying unto them: "What now, my masters," quoth the
king, "shall we do in this infinite cause of mine? 1 see by it there must be a new
commission procured from Rome; and when we shall have an end, God knoweth,
and not I." When the king had said somewhat his mind herein, the almoner, doctor
Foxe, said unto the king again: "We trust that there shall be better ways devised
for your majesty, than to make travel so far to Rome [so far as to Rome, Foxe]
any more in your highness' cause, which by chance was put into our heads this
other night, being at Waltham": and so discovered to the king their meeting and
conference with doctor Cranmer at M. Cressey's house.

Whereupon doctor Cranmer was sent for in post, being as then removed from
Waltham towards his friends in Lincolnshire [Foxe says "in Nottinghamshire"],
and so brought to the court to the king. Whom the noble prince benignly
accepting, demanded his name, and said unto him: "Were you not at Waltham
such a time, in the company of my secretary and my almoner?" Doctor Cranmer
affirming the same, the king said again: "Had you not conference with them
concerning our matter of divorce now in question after this sort?" - repeating the
manner and order thereof. "That is right true, if it please your highness," quoth
doctor Cranmer. "Well," said the king, "I well perceive that you have the right
scope of this matter. You must understand," quoth the king, "that 1 have been long
troubled in conscience; and now 1 perceive that by this means 1 might have been
long ago relieved one way or other from the same, if we had this way proceeded.
And therefore, master doctor, 1 pray you, and nevertheless, because you are a
subject, 1 charge and command you (all your other business and affairs set apart),
to take some pains to see this my cause to be furthered according to your device,
as much as it may lie in you," with many other words in commendation of the
queen's majesty.

Doctor Cranmer, much disabling himself to meddle in so weighty a matter,
besought the king's highness to commit the trial and examining of this matter, by
the Word of God, unto the best learned men of both his universities, Cambridge
and Oxford. "You say well," said the king, "and 1 am content therewith. But yet,
nevertheless, 1will have you specially to write your mind therein." And so, calling
the earl of Wiltshire to him, said: "I pray you, my lord, let doctor Cranmer have
entertainment in your house at Durham place for a time, to the intent he may be
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there quiet to accomplish my request, and let him lack neither books nor anything
requisite for his study." And thus, after the king's departure, doctor Cranrner went
with my lord of Wiltshire unto his house, where he, incontinent, wrote his mind
concerning the king's question, adding to the same besides the authorities of
scriptures [of the scriptures, Foxe], of general councils, and of ancient writers;
also his opinion, which was this: that the bishop of Rome had no such authority,
as whereby he might dispense with the Word of God and the scriptures [the
scripture, ibid.]. When doctor Cranmer had made this book, and committed it to
the king, the king said to him: "Will you abide by this, that you have here written,
before the bishop of Rome?" "That will I do, by God's grace," quoth doctor
Cranrner, "if your majesty do send me thither." "Marry," quoth the king, "I will
send you even to him in a sure embassage."

To BE CONTINUED

--e--

• PROPITIATION •

D. J. BRADSHAW (late of Brooke Chapel, Norwich)

" ... Christ Jesus: Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation throughfaith
in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past,

through the forbearance of God" (Romans 3:24-26)

ROMANS chapters 1 to 3 contain a most solemn condemnation of the whole
human race by nature. The solemnity of this is awesome indeed. Jews and
Gentiles alike by nature have voluntarily put themselves under the wrath and
condemnation of God, and are without excuse before His judgement seat. All are
to blame and responsible for their sins.

We live, especially in Western Europe, in an age when generally there is no
belief in God as Judge, or in coming retribution. Men change what is reckoned as
sin from generation to generation to suit themselves. The moral changes over
even the last 50 years are dreadful indeed. We might well say that all the
goalposts, as it were, have been changed, and will go on being changed unless the
Lord intervenes.

Romans 1 to 3 gives the most solemn declaration of these things and of why
they happen, and have been happening since the foundation of the world. They
happened before the flood. They happened at Sodom and Gomorrah. They are due
to inborn and inbred sin which is inherent in human nature. But there is a deeply
solemn and further reason why these things happen, and it is contained in Romans
1:18. We are told that men did not like to retain God in their knowledge, and they
held down the truth in unrighteousness. They changed the truth of God into a lie.
They changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like to
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corruptible man. Wherefore God gave them up to vile affections. There is in man
a conscience, even in those who do not have the Bible. But men stifle their
consciences so as to leave themselves free to do as they like. Jews are no better
than Gentiles, for the Jews stifled the Word of God in the same way that the
Gentiles stifled their consciences, so we read those most solemn words: "Jews and
Gentiles, that they are all under sin.... There is none righteous, no, not one."

It is a dark subject, but we need to remind ourselves frequently of it, because
it is a solemn truth that the whole human race is under God's wrath by nature.
And that wrath will, unless God's grace intervenes, lead to a lost eternity under
His wrath.

But then we read the blessed statement, "But now the righteousness of God
without the law is manifested ... even the righteousness of God which is by faith
of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe. ... For all have sinned,
and come short of the glory of God; being justified freely by his grace through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus."

This sublime statement against such a dark background leads us to our text,
which simply shines out in a blaze of divine and holy glory. Speaking of our Lord
Jesus Christ, it says, "Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith
in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past
... that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus." And
we find, some might say surprisingly, that its main emphasis is on the justice and
righteousness of God. We might have expected that Paul would say that herein is
the love of God revealed, but his main emphasis is on the righteousness and
justice of God. Love there is in abundance, of course, for the essence of God's
being is love. But it is not stressed here!

God in His awesome wisdom has not "found" a way back to Himself for poor
lost sinners. He has made such a way, in the person and work of our blessed Lord
Jesus Christ. And it is a way in which sin, though real and horrific, is wiped out,
its bondage is severed, its prisoners are set free, and heaven itself is opened to
those poor prisoners. The subject is vast and indescribably wonderfuL May
God by His Holy Spirit help us to understand it, and go deeper in our experience
of it by His grace.

God has "set forth" Jesus Christ

And this word "set forth" really does mean publicly to exhibit - to place
before the eyes of men - to make clear and obvious and, indeed, to make an
exhibition of

We have had our "Festival of Britain" exhibition in 1952. There was the "Great
Exhibition" of Victorian times, and these and others took many years of
preparation. But nothing can in any sense compare with God's Great Exhibition
the setting forth of Jesus Christ. He is infinitely the Greatest Exhibition ever to be
seen on earth. And the preparation by God Himself of this Great Exhibition began
in eternity past, when the glorious Son of God is described as "the Lamb slain
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from the foundation of the world". And then for some four thousand years
almighty God was preparing this Exhibition during the years from creation
onwards. God was paving the way - giving types and shadows and revelations of
His Son in human history. The first blood to be shed on earth was when God slew
the animals to make for Adam and Eve coats of skins to cover their nakedness,
and this was part of God's preparation for this Great Exhibition. God the Father
was saying for four thousand years before the birth of Christ: "Look! When my
Great Exhibition comes, He will be like this and like that." And the Old Testament
is full of pictures of Him whom God, in the fulness of time, was going to set forth.
The passover lamb was a picture of Him and His blood, as if God is telling His
people: "Look, He is going to be like this." The brazen serpent in the wilderness
is a graphic picture of Him who was to come. The whole Old Testament
priesthood and all the great sacrificial system is God saying: "Look! This is a
picture of Him who is to be my Great Exhibition." The high priest was a picture
of Him who was to be set forth - the breastplate and shoulder pieces bearing the
names of the tribes of Israel was a picture of Him. Great David and Solomon were
pictures of Him who was to be the Lord and King of Israel. The ark of the
covenant was a picture of Him. The blood-stained mercy seat was a picture of
Him. The mighty tabernacle where God dwelt between the cherubim was a picture
of Him. The one who appeared in the furnace with Shadrach, Meshek and
Abednego foreshadowed Him. Noah's ark was a picture of Him.

In all these pictures and types which appear in His Word, God Himself was
actively engaged in preparation for His Great Exhibition. And then came the
Great Exhibition itself. The greatest Exhibition the world has ever seen ofthe real
being and total character of the one eternal God. And what is that Great
Exhibition? It is the setting forth on the pages of human history the reality of the
being of God in the living person of the divine, yet human, Jesus of Nazareth.
There was no pageantry, no great earthly celebrations, no world shaking outward
events, and no great parades or processions. Yet the King of kings had come - the
Lord of all being had come to earth to redeem and save a multitude which no man
can number. The eternal Word was made flesh and dwelt among us. And we
beheld His glory - the glory as of the only begotten of the Father - full of grace
and truth. The words of Christina Rosetti ring out in indescribable beauty:

"Angels and archangels may have gathered there,
Cherubim and seraphim throned the air.
But His mother only, in her maiden bliss,
Worshipped the beloved ... with a kiss."

Him hath God set forth - in the greatest and most glorious exhibition of Himself
ever to be seen or known in this world.

He seemed - and was - so little, weak, and helpless. And in His human life
He was a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. He owned no house, let
alone a palace. He had no outward armies. He left no great monuments of earthly
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craftsmanship. Look at all the great relics of history - the sphynxes, the pyramids,
and the great temples. Yet these are all dead, as are all the great rulers of the
past. But He is alive today. His sound is gone forth into all lands, and His words
to the ends of the world. His empire is the greatest the world has ever seen or will
see, for God has set Him forth for ever, and His triumph will go beyond the end
of time itself.

"But yet there breaks a yet more glorious day.
The saints triumphant rise in bright array.
The King of Glory passes on His way. Allelujah.

From earth's wide bounds, from ocean's furthest coast,
Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,
Singing to Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Allelujah."

o may the Holy Spirit help us to see, marvel and thrill at the greatest setting
forth - the greatest exhibition that the world has ever known - the setting forth of
Jesus Christ. But for what purpose was He, and is He, set forth?

He is set forth a propitiation - now, and for ever

But exactly what does this mean? Put into simple English it means that He is set
forth - publicly exhibited - as the one who alone removes the just and righteous
wrath of God so that God can be eternally merciful to those who do not deserve
mercy. But it means that Christ Jesus Himself is the propitiation, because He
personally, on the Cross, bore that righteous wrath of God due to human sin, and
carried it away for ever, never to be found again.

The whole human race lies under divine wrath for sin by nature, and it has to
do so. I say with the utmost reverence that the righteous God cannot just sweep
sin, as it were, under the carpet and pardon it and forget it. Even a human judge
must exercise just punishment, or life on earth would become unbearable, and the
judge would be unrighteous. How much more God, who is the righteous Judge of
all, would, in fact, be unrighteous just to pardon sinners and exact no penalty. The
idea is unthinkable. There is a righteous and holy anger in God, and that anger is
not merely a passing emotion, but a deep and holy aspect of His very being. Not
just a passing feeling, but a real and righteous and holy disapproval and hatred of
all sin, and the need to punish it. And the wages of sin is death, according to the
solemn teaching of holy Scripture.

But here in our text we have this great and holy word propitiation. And the
whole mighty purpose of the setting forth - the Exhibition - of Christ Jesus is this
propitiation, or turning away and removal of the divine anger. It is a huge word,
and it takes us straight to the Cross, where this glorious Person of the Lord Jesus
Christ offered Himself without spot to God, in order that the righteous anger of
God might fall on Him, and not on His believing people. It is a word on which
whole books have been written but let us look again to that divinely given Old
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Testament illustration of the mercy seat. And that was a golden slab which
covered the ark of the covenant, hiding the stone tables with the ten
Commandments on them. And that golden mercy seat was always bloodstained
with the blood of atoning sacrifice for the forgiveness of sins. And God said of the
mercy seat, "There will I commune with you from above the mercy seat". The
picture is beautiful and awesome. Man looked upon the mercy seat and saw the
blood of atoning sacrifice. But God looked upon the mercy seat and saw it too!
They met, as it were, at the mercy seat, and God's righteous wrath had spent itself
on that substitutionary sacrifice, and man's faith and hope rested on that sacrifice.
There was peace between God and man because of that blood. And all this was a
picture, and only a picture, of propitiation. But the picture has gone for ever. The
reality remains for ever, glorious beyond description. God has set forth 
exhibited - His own dear Son, in the greatest display of His righteousness ever to
be seen. But not only His righteousness, but the glory of all His attributes which
all meet together at the Cross of Jesus. There, mercy and truth are met together,
and righteousness and peace have kissed each other. As an old hymn puts it:

"There mercy reigns, and justice too.
In Christ they both harmonious meet.
He gave to Justice all its due,
And now He crowns the Mercy seat."

I find it impossible to put into words - this unparalleled exhibition of
propitiation which God has set forth in the Cross. And God Himself has set it forth
and made an exhibition of it. It is to be proclaimed world-wide as the very heart
of the Gospel - the remission of sins - peace with God - until time shall be no
more. It excludes all boasting, it gives all glory to Him, it brings hope to a lost
race, and brings glory to God alone in Jesus Christ. And it is all His doing, and
marvellous in our eyes. Central in all history stands this Great Exhibition of the
setting forth of God's dear Son as the propitiation - the only propitiation for sins.
And to think there is any other is to insult God and bring upon ourselves total and
eternal condemnation.

Oh! may we see and understand by the grace of God the sheer glory of this
doctrine and see and feel for ourselves how totally secure is the eternal hope of
all who believe it, and come in living faith to Him who is the propitiation.

Suspect that way wherein thou seest multitudes to walk; the multitude being a
stream that thou must row hard against, or thou wilt be carried into that gulf out
of which angels cannot deliver thee. Is it not better to walk in a straight way alone,
than to wander into crooked ways with company? Sure it is better to go to heaven
alone than to hell with company. Tb B komas roo s
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• GOD'S WILL, MAN'S WILL
AND FREE WILL •

HORATIUS BONAR

"Shall the clay say to him thatfashioneth it, What makest thou? or thy work, He
hath no hands?" (Isaiah 45:9)

Part I

HAVING stated what appears to me to be the origin of the theological opinions
that are now trying to make way among us, I would briefly advert to some of the
principles out of which they spring. I might at once have gone on to discuss the
different points or opinions themselves, but I think it may be useful to notice some
of the principles which they involve, or what may be called the general aspect and
essence of these opinions. We have already seen the soil in which they flourish,
we shall forthwith proceed to advert to the branches and fruit. But, before doing
so, it maybe well to call attention to the roots of the tree. Speaking generally of
the new doctrines and the movement which has taken place in connection with
them, we may affirm several things.

Man has too much to do with all this, God too little!
We hear much of what man does and can do and ought to do. But we by no means
hear so much of what God is doing and has purposed to do. Man's agency stands
very prominently out to view. God's arm and power are hidden. It seems almost
as if man would thrust God aside, take the reins of government out of His hands
and be to himself a god. Man gets much credit for doing and saying great things.
God gets little glory. The position of the sinner, as a mere receiver of salvation
(and every blessing connected with it in this life or the next), is denied. And man
is exalted to be a co-operator with God in the matter of salvation. He begins the
work by becoming willing, and God ends it. He does what he can, and God does
all the rest. He is represented as helping God to save him. Or, rather we should
say that God is represented as helping man save himself! In the old creation, God
did it all. But in the new creation, as it is a far more stupendous work, He requires
the assistance of man. Nay, He commits at least the most difficult and momentous
part of it to man himself. If some of the new theories be true, God is not all in all,
but is, on the contrary, considerably indebted to man - and man, in like manner,
is not a little indebted to himself. In all this we hear still the whisperings of the
old serpent, "ye shall be as gods", and we see man, like his first father, aspiring
to the divine prerogative.

Man's way, not God's, is taken as the guide ofaction
God has a way, a plan, a purpose, well and wisely ordered. This plan which He
acts by, He has revealed, and He expects us to take it as our guide in all our
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schemes. This plan touches and rules things both great and small, nations,
communities, churches, with all their movements. Man's wisdom would be to
search out this plan, and to shape all his movements accordingly. Inattention to
this must not only lead to fruitless efforts and unscriptural schemes, but to much
false religion, self-will, formality, excitement and sectarianism. God's design is to
glorify Himself, to show the whole universe what an infinitely glorious Being He
is. This is His mighty end in all He does and says, to manifest Himself and show
forth His glory. For this, sin is allowed to enter the world. For this, the "Word was
made flesh", for this the Son of God shed His blood and died. For this, He is
taking out of this world a people for Himself. To this all things are tending, and
in this shall they be consummated before long. Nothing less than this does God
propose to Himself in His doings, and nothing less than this should we ever make
our aim and end. All things are but means to this one end. Even the incarnation of
His own Son is but means toward an end, but not the end itself. The ingathering
of His chosen ones is the means, not the end. The salvation of Israel, the
conversion of the world, and the restitution of all things in the day of the coming
kingdom shall be the means, but not the end. "For of Him, and through Him, and
to Him are all things: to whom be glory forever."

Whenever we overlook this, we go wrong and our efforts are but the beating of
the air. When we make an end of anything lower than this, we are sure to fall into
error. Because when we fix on ends of our own, we are certain to adopt means of
our own. Take the case of the conversion of the soul: we cannot be too much in
earnest about the saving even of one lost one. I believe we know almost nothing
of that deep compassion and yearning love for a dying world, as saints, we ought
ever to feel. Yet still it is quite possible to err in this matter, not in being too
earnest, but in being so intent on having men converted that we lose sight of the
mighty end for which this is to be sought. So the glory of God is hidden from
view. And what is the consequence? We cease to look at conversion in the light in
which God regards it, as the way in which He is to be glorified. We think if we
can but get men converted, it does not so much matter how. Our whole anxiety
is, not how shall we secure the glory of Jehovah, but how shall we multiply
conversions? The whole current of our thoughts and anxieties takes this direction.
We stop to look at both things together, we think it enough to keep the one of them
alone in our eye; and the issue is, that we soon find ourselves pursuing ways of
our own. Bent upon compassing a particular object, we run recklessly forward,
thinking that since the object is right anything that can contribute towards the
securing of it cannot be wrong. We thus come to measure the correctness of our
plans simply by their seeming to contribute to our favourite aim. We estimate the
soundness of our doctrine, not from its tendency to exalt and glorify Jehovah, but
entirely by the apparent facility with which it enables us to get sinners to turn
from their ways. The question is not asked concerning any doctrine, Is it in itself
a God-honouring truth, but will it afford us facilities for converting souls? Will
it make conversion a more easy thing, a thing which a man may accomplish for
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himself and by himself? Will it make conversion less dependent upon God, more
dependent upon man? Will it enable us to meet such a text as, "No man can come
to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him", and, "Ye have not chosen
me, but I have chosen you"; "Can the Ethiopian change his skin", etc.

The man who thinks of nothing but how he may (as he calls it) get sinners
converted is continually apt to take these devious courses. Impelled but by one
force, in one direction, from one motive, he soon errs and loses himself in mazy
thickets which, as he plunges on, thicken into deep intricacy and darkness. Such
texts as these present themselves and cross his path. Intent on but one thing, he
either shuns them or treads them down. They are incompatible with his one idea,
they seem to impede him in the pursuit of his one end. And therefore they must
be done away with. It does not occur to him, Am I looking at objects in a partial
light, from too Iowa position, and with a false bias which unfits me for coming
to a right judgment? Were such a question asked and answered, as it ought to be,
there would be less of one-sided doctrines, misshapen systems, gotten up to
accomplish a favourite and engrossing object. Were the glory of the infinite
Jehovah seen in its true light, as the mightiest and most majestic of all objects and
ends, not to the exclusion of other matters, but simply to their regulation and
subordination, then should we be saved the pain of seeing men rushing headlong
over Scriptures and reason, striking out strange by-paths of their own, in their
eager pursuit of an object on which they have fixed an exclusive and partial eye.

I do wonder at men who have either lost sight of the glory of Jehovah or have
made it a subordinate object, or who think that if they can only get men converted
then God will look after His own glory. I do not wonder at their being fretted
when such texts as those I have referred to confront them in their scheme for
facilitating conversion, their desire to make man the converter of himself. A man
with only one object in view, and that not the highest, must be stumbled at such
declarations and feel at a loss to reconcile them with others. But the man who has
set his heart upon the glory of God and views everything in relation to that feels
no such difficulty. He has no need to explain away even one verse or clause of the
Book of truth. He enters into the purpose of God. He looks at things in the light
in which God looks at them. He tries to see them as they might have appeared in
the long past eternity - or as they might yet appear in the eternity to come. And
he finds all harmony. There is no conflict, no discord at all.

One class of passages show him the yearnings of God's heart over sinful men.
They show him that God is in earnest in beseeching men to come to Him. They
show him that the sinner's unbelief is the cause of his damnation. They show him
that the water of life is free - free to every man, free to every sinner as he stands
- and that he is invited to partake, without price or preparation (not only although
he is a sinner, but just because he is a sinner). They show him these things and in
them he greatly rejoices. He does not wish to abate one jot of the blessed freeness,
or cloud the joy of the glad tidings with even one restriction. No, but he takes
these passages just as he finds them. He sees how suitable they are to one of the
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objects on which his heart is set - I mean the conversion of souls. But then he
finds another class of passages which follow out another line of truth. They will
run him up at once into the purpose and will of Jehovah as the fount and cause of
everything great or small. They are quite explicit, just as much so as the other. He
cannot explain them away. They are so plain and simple that a child may see what
they mean. He has no wish to take them in any other than their obvious sense. He
sees in them exactly what meets his own feelings and coincides with his view of
God's glory as being the paramount and all-regulating end in all the movements
of the universe. He does not see in them a restriction on the Gospel, but the simple
statement of an infinite truth - a truth not arbitrarily thrown across the sinner's
path as a stumblingblock, but a truth necessarily arising from the fact that God is
God, the Creator, and that man is man, the creature, the sinner. The truth is just
this, that God's will is the law of the universe, that His glory is the object and end
both in creation and in redemption - His everlasting purpose the mighty and all
perfect mould in which all things are cast, and from which they take their shape
and fashion from first to last. In such passages he sees God points out to men the
true end which they ought to have in view, and by which all their movements are
to be regulated. In them he sees God setting a fence and guard around His own
majesty, lest men should imagine that their will is everything, their salvation
God's only end, and that in the Gospel He has thrown the reins of this fallen earth
into the sinner's hands, telling him that everything depends upon his own will and
power, that he has to put forth that will and power in order to save himself and
restore a ruined world to its former perfection.

To BE. CONTINUE.D

--e--

• PORTION OF A LETTER BY

JOHN BERRIDGE •

(Taken from an old volume of the Gospel Magazine)

Everton, Nov. 7, 1768
Dear Sir,

The Lord bless you and lift up the light of His countenance upon you and give
you a sweet enjoyment of His peace. I have hitherto found that Christian people
who live in the dark, fearing and doubting, yet waiting on God, have usually a
very happy death. They are kept humble, hungering, praying, and the Lord clears
up their evidences at length in a last sickness, if not before, and they go off
with hallelujahs.
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From what I know of you and from the account you give of yourself, I have no
doubt of the safety of your state; yet rest not here, but seek further. Two things
should be carefully attended to by all upright people; one is the evidence of the
Word, the other is the evidence or witness of the Spirit. The Word says, "All that
believe are justified from all things". I ask, Do you not place your whole
dependence on Jesus Christ for salvation? Do you not heartily accept Jesus Christ
in all His offices, and are you not daily seeking Him to teach you, and rule you
as well as to pardon you? Then you are certainly a believer in God's sight, and
let this encourage you to seek for the evidence of the Spirit, to proclaim that
justification to your heart. The evidence of the Word is given to hold up the heart
in a season of doubt and fear, and the evidence of the Spirit comes to scatter those
fears. Remember also that salvation does not depend on the strength of faith, but
the reality of it. In the Gospels Jesus rebukes weak faith, but never rejects it. Weak
faith brings but little comfort, yet it is as much entitled to salvation as strong faith.

Grace and peace be with you, and with your affectionate servant,

JOHN BERRIDGE

--e--

• THE SCIENTIFIC REVOLUTION AND
THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION •

(Source: A History of the Sciences, by Stephen F. Mason, page 175)

IN 1873 a French botanist, Alphonse de Candolle, noted in his Histoire des
Sciences et des Savants that of the ninety-two foreign members elected to the
Paris Academy of Sciences during the two centuries from its foundation in 1666,
some seventy-one had been Protestant in their religion, and sixteen had been
Catholic, whilst the remaining five had been indeterminate or Jewish in creed.
Correlating these figures with the respective religious populations outside of
France - 107 million Catholics and 68 million Protestants - Candolle showed that
more than six times as many Protestants as Catholics outside of France became
eminent enough in science to be elected to the Paris Academy of Sciences. Such
a correlation left out of account the scientists of France, and so Candolle
examined the religious affiliations of foreign members of the Royal Society of
London at two periods, 1829 and 1869, when there were more French scientists
included than at other times. He found that at both periods there were about equal
numbers of Catholic and Protestant foreign members of the Royal Society, yet
outside the United Kingdom, there were 139 million Catholics and 44 million
Protestants, figures which substantiated his view that Protestants had tended to
predominate over Catholics amongst the great scientists of modem Europe.



The Gospel Magazine 67

Subsequent studies of the religious affiliations of modem scientists, which have
been listed by R. K. Merton in his study of the relation of Puritanism to the
English science of the seventeenth century, have confirmed and amplified the
general burden of Candolle's findings.

--e--

• LIBERATION FROM HUMAN
AUTHORITY •

REV. DR. MARTIN LUTHER

(from his commentary on John 2:22-23)

SUPREMACY OF GOD'S WORD OVER THEOLOGIANS
AND ALL OTHERS

BUT because in the past we disobeyed this instruction of Christ, everything that
was spoken by St. Gregory, Thomas Aquinas, and others was approved. And this
produced all the monks and nuns. In fact, all the pilgrimages and the invocation
of the saints sprang from this source.

No one will believe how great an ordeal it is and how severe a shock when a
person first realizes that he must believe and teach contrary to the fathers,
especially when he sees that so many excellent, intelligent, and learned men, yes,
the best of them taught thus, and that the majority of the people in the world
shared their views; among these were so many holy men, like Saints Ambrose,
Jerome, and Augustine. I, too, have often experienced this shock. But in spite of
all this, that one man, my Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, must have greater weight
with me than all the holiest people on earth put together. Yea, He must also
outweigh all the angels in heaven (Galatians 1:8) if they teach anything at
variance with the Gospel, or if they add to or detract from the doctrine of the
divine Word. And then when I read the books of St. Augustine and discover that
he, too, did this and that, it thoroughly appalls me. And, when, over and above
thi , the hue and the cry is raised, "The church! The church!" this dismays one
most of all. It is truly difficult to subdue one's own heart in these matters, to
deviate from people who are so highly respected and who bear such a holy name
- indeed, from the church her-seIf - and no longer to have any confidence and faith
in the church's teaching. I mean, of cour e, that church of which they say: "Lo,
the church has decreed that the precepts of Saints Francis and Dominic and the
orders of monks and nuns are proper, Chri tian, and good." This truly bewilders
and dismays a person. But after all is said and done, I must say that I dare not
accept whatever any man might say; for he may be pious and God-fearing man
and yet be mistaken and err. Therefore I shall not trust myself to them all, as the
Lord according to this text (John 2:22-23) did not trust Himself to man either. And
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in another passage, found in the Gospel of Matthew, Christ earnestly warns us to
beware of false prophets who will appear and not merely declare that they are
Christians, but will also "show great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if
possible, even the elect" (Matthew 24:24).

Therefore we should place no reliance in any of the fathers or in their writings,
but we should crawl under the wings of our Brood Hen, the Lord Jesus, and
depend solely on Him. For of Him God the heavenly Father Himself said:
"This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him" (Matthew
17:5). God insists that we give ear to Christ alone, for He said neither too little
nor too much.

--e--

• BOOK REVIEWS •
Editor's Note: We live, regretfully, in a day when most evangelicals have abandoned the Authorised
(King James) Version of the Bible. Rather, therefore, than ceasing to review most books, we try to warn
readers by stating if the book uses another version of the Bible. The position of the Gospel Magazine
remains true to the AV as the best text and translation, in beautiful and formative English. That we
name another translation does not mean we endorse it.

Pilgrim's Progress. John Bunyan. Christian Focus Publications. pp. 190, hardback. £9.99. ISBN
I 84550 102 O.

This timeless story is presented to children in an attractive way, although using much of the old
English language. The front cover picture may help to attract the younger generation as it shows
Christian making his way to the Celestial City.There is a useful dictionary section to help with the
word meanings and also two "unusual phrases" pages at the end of the book.

Retaining the old English may be a hindrance to some families but we hope not, as the allegory
is as real today as when Bunyan wrote it.

On page 172 is a summary of his life and then places of interest connected with the Bedfordshire
pedlar.An interesting time-line charts events happening during Bunyan's life such as the great plague
and great fire in London.A further study section explains some of the characters' names and places
mentioned in the book.We hope the book will bring the reality of life and particularly the relevance
of Scripture to many families. P.K.

On the First Day of the Week. God, the Christian and the Sabbath. lain
Campbell. Day One Publications. £8.00. ISBN I 903087 95 3.

This is almost a manual on the Sabbath Day with detail on the immediate subject and associated
subjects. The author divides the book into eight chapters that focus on various aspects of the
Sabbath and how this special day has influenced thinking in these areas.

Firstly, and correctly, the giver of the Sabbath, and how God used it as a foundation for all His
relationships with people. Moses, being the greatest of all the prophets, had a unique relationship
with God and so demands a whole chapter in connection with the Sabbath Day.The Old Testament
preachers all stood firm on this ordinance, and the prophets have much to teach us in our day.The
author reminds us it is not surprising that we find these great men mentioning the Sabbath as the
continuity of revelation was such that they knew this day had not been superseded.

Moving to the New Testament our Lord, being the Lord of the Sabbath, precedes the Apostles
in the continuing use and reverence of the Day, as it was on the first day of the week they met
to worship.
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P.K.

P.K.

Following biblical evidence, lain Campbell reminds us of how the Puritans dealt with this subject
and then how we in the 21 st century should respond. Lastly, heaven itself will reveal much we do
not understand now, and is itself a picture of the rest the Sabbath so clearly depicts.

The Jesus Files. Carine MacKenzie. Christian Focus Publications. pp. 120, hardback. £9.99. ISBN
I 84550 040 7.

The aim of this book is to encourage young people to study the Bible themselves and particularly
the life of Jesus.

The first part is devoted to the life of Jesus written in a way to help children search the Bible to
find out more information. This is followed by character studies on a number of people closely
connected with Christ and then case studies on the birth, death and resurrection of our Lord.
A further section introduces subjects that affect our life - God's love, God's power, pleasing God.
The answers to the Bible data question throughout the book are found at pages I 14ff.

An interesting publication that we would recommend for children over seven years old.

Moses - God's Man for Challenging Times. Roger Ellsworth. Evangelical Press. pp. 255,
paperback. £7.95. ISBN 0 85234 586 O.

The author, a pastor in an American Baptist church, seeks to draw spiritual lessons for Christians
today from historical events in the life of Moses. He rightly holds that what was true of God then
remains true of God now. For instance, his chapter on the golden calf (Exodus 32) links the actions
of the Israelites in worshipping a god of their own making to the tendency in much modern
worship to "dumbing down and de-glorifying God" with "casual irreverence", thus trying to make
the God of the Bible conform to our own idea of God.As a result, God's anger at sin is little spoken
of today. (The author's own use of language (page 157) when he writes that Hobab "no sooner
throws his socks into his suitcase than Moses sticks his head in the door and says ... " comes close
to the "chummy familiarity" he deplores elsewhere.)

Roger Ellsworth selects 42 occasions from Moses' life in Exodus, Numbers and Deuteronomy
(using the NKJV) to illustrate his theme, each spiritual application of an historical event being
supported by appropriate New Testament texts. Moses is a mediator and as such foreshadows
Christ. He spoke to God on behalf of the people, and to the people on behalf of God, but Moses
being imperfect we must look beyond him to Christ the perfect Mediator. The author moves at a
good pace, keeping each chapter to four or five pages and making his points crisply and clearly, thus
holding the reader's interest. There are some half a dozen printing/spelling/grammar mistakes that
suggest a need for more thorough proofreading of what is a short book, but these blemishes aside,
this is an enjoyable and useful book. G.F.H.H.

Discovering Christ In the Song of Solomon. Don Fortner. Evangelical Press. pp. 256,
paperback. £8.95. ISBN 0 85234 581 X.

The Evangelical Press have issued a further book in its "Discovering Christ in ... " series by Don
Fortner. It follows earlier books on "Discovering Christ in ... " Ruth, Genesis and Revelation.
Don Fortner is pastor of Grace Baptist Church in Danville, Kentucky, USA.

In considering this book, the author takes the classic evangelical interpretation that the Song of
Solomon is not just a love story to be interpreted literally. "Remember, the Song of Solomon is to
be interpreted spiritually, as an allegory. Any attempt to interpret the book in a strictly literal way
is a great mistake, and must lead to a very great evil. This is a love song, not between a man and a
woman, but between Christ and his bride, the church. It speaks of the intimate relationship and
lOVing communion that exists between the Lord Jesus Christ and his believing people. This song
expresses th ,ff ction of a believing heart for Christ and the affection of Christ's heart for his
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believing people" (page 86). Taking this interpretation, this book breathes of the Lord Jesus Christ
whom he finds in every short exposition.

The book is sermonic in style and is not a commentary, as such.There is some repetition in the
chapters but this does not detract from the book, and is quite helpful. Each of the thirty-two
expositions covers only a few pages and is therefore suitable for daily devotional reading. Not only
does Mr. Fortner apply each section of the Song of Solomon to the Lord Jesus Christ and His
church, he applies his expositions to the contemporary scene of evangelical religion: "I see more
men preaching the true Gospel of God's free and sovereign grace than of any other time we know
of in history. I am not talking about religious hirelings who discuss the doctrines of grace over
coffee but dare not preach them in their pulpits ... " (page 52).

In due time it will no doubt rank alongside such expositions of the Song of Solomon as those of
Dr. Gill and Spurgeon's Most Holy Place. It is a heart-warming book and is highly recommended to
our readers.

There is a typographical error on pages 86 to 96 in that the page numbers are omitted.
J.E.N.

Lives Turned Upside Down. Faith Cook. Evangelical Press. pp. 160, paperback. £7.95. ISBN
o85234 521 6.

This collection of eleven brief biographies is based on articles written by Faith Cook for the
Evangelical Times. It contains accounts of the power of God changing the lives of some of His people
spanning four centuries, from the Reformation martyrs Joan Waste and William Hunter up to the
20th century. Included are not only famous figures such as John Cennick and William Tennent but
also lesser known saints such as Ruth Clark, who was a servant to HenryVenn.

All of these accounts are exciting and inspirational and provide encouragement as we see how
God is able to use the lives of His servants to His glory, regardless of how weak and feeble they
are or how difficult their earthly circumstances. DX.M.

The Shepherd Psalm. F. B. Meyer. Christian Focus Publications. pp. 110, paperback. £4.99.
ISBN I 84550 054 7.

In this short volume, F. B. Meyer seeks to encourage the reader to meditate closely on this familiar
Psalm in order to enter more fully into the wonderful and inexhaustible blessings which the Lord
delights to pour out abundantly upon each one of His people.The book contains 12 chapters, each
of which can be read in 15 minutes or so, full of rich illustrations and practical lessons which help
us to delve into the delights of the Psalm.The final chapter,"The House of the Lord for ever" seems
to bring all together as the author encourages us to begin to live in the house of God while still in
this life. "Always and everywhere we may find our dwelling-place in God, who has been the home
and refuge, and abiding-place of His people in all generations." I very much enjoyed this book and
I feel it could be read repeatedly and continue to bring benefit and fresh insights into the "Psalm of
the Great Shepherd". D.K.M.

My Beloved Russia. A Story of God's Love for a Persecuted People. Dimitry
Mustafin and Irene Howat. Christian Focus Publications. pp. 192, paperback. £7.99. ISBN I 84550
0628.

Dimitry Mustafin is a 51-year-old Professor of Inorganic Chemistry in Moscow. He is also President
of the Moscow Gideons' Camp (Branch) and devotes a great deal of his time to distributing Bibles
in prisons, hospitals and schools.

In this account of his life given to his biographer, Irene Howat, the reader is taken through
Mustafin's child and boyhood years starting just after Stalin's death in 1953 up to today, when it is
possible to preach the Lord Jesus openly, although there is much hostility to the Bible from the
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Russian Orthodox Church. Mustafin stresses that he is not a minister, preacher or church planter
and he insisted to his biographer that the story should reflect God's glory, not his own.

There are instances of great sadness as befits a country of which he says, "Russia's history is
frightening....The history of Russia is so sad" (page 60), which is undoubtedly true, but it is not
easy to reconcile this with what he says elsewhere: "Once Russia was very close to the Lord ... a
very Christian country" (page 84).That, one feels, is a rather idealistic picture of pre-Soviet Russia.
Many glimpses of Russian life are given: the stock insults of "Baptist", "Jew", or ''Tartar'' (he had
strains of all three in his family); the deification of Lenin from the kindergarten onwards; secret
Christians; the dreadful state of prisons still; and the huge number of orphans. But to lift one's spirit
there are nuggets of great joy in the accounts of his conversations with children and adults.

G.F.H.H.

Heart Cry for Revival. Stephen Olford. Christian Focus Publications. pp. 172, paperback.
£7.99. ISBN I 84550 075 X.

This book was first published in 1962 and is a collection of expository sermons preached by Dr.
Olford at Calvary Baptist Church in New York City.

The introduction explores "the nature of, the need for and the nearness of revival", quoting
comments from various preachers and writers and referring to Isaiah 64: 1-3. The following eight
chapters explore various aspects of revival through expositions of scripture passages. Without
compromising the sovereignty of God in bringing about revivals, Dr. Olford frequently draws
attention to the responsibilities of individuals and churches to be constantly engaged in prayer,
repentance and earnest seeking to live holy lives as necessary precursors to these great
outpourings of the Holy Spirit.

A concluding chapter briefly examines revival in the areas of personal life (through the story of
Evan Roberts), the local church (Charlotte Chapel, Edinburgh 1905-7), and in the Mission Field (East
Africa). At the back of the book there is a brief "Study Guide" for each chapter with helpful
questions and suggestions to encourage further reflection.

It is always exciting and challenging to read about revival and it is to be hoped that the
publication of this revised edition of Dr. Olford's book will continue to stimulate prayer and longing
for our Lord to" ... rend the heavens and come down".

]65 Days with Spurgeon. Volume 3. Dr. T. P. Crosby. Day One Publications. Hardback.
£ 12.00. ISBN I 84625 006 4.

The author has selected a page-long extract from Spurgeon's sermons for each day and added
suitable additional verses for meditation. For those who value Spurgeon's Morning and Evening, this
will be a welcome introduction to his further works. Dr. Crosby is a former Secretary of the
Evangelical Library and hi book is to be warmly welcomed. T.M.B.

Our Hymn Writers and their Hymns. Faith Cook. Evangelical Press. pp. 400, hardback.
£ 14.95. ISBN 0 85234 8 2.

This attractively produced book r. c s the development of the English hymn from the earliest
period of the Christian Church to th twenty-first century. By means of biographical sketches of
the most well-known writers intersp rs d with extracts from their hymns, Mrs. Cook has also
shown how their individual personalities and circumstances were often reflected in what they
wrote, unearthing many interesting anecdotes to illustrate this. Some analysis has also been made
of rhym and metre used by the different writers.

Aft I • 11 Initial chapter surveying hymnology over some thirteen hundred years, the bulk of the
book i elk 11 lip with individual assessments of the more prolific and enduring authors of the
sevent I'llth 10 th nineteenth centuries, thirteen of them from Isaac Watts to Fanny Crosby.ln the
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penultimate chapter the author reviews a further dozen men and women of that same period who
have not figured in the main' body of the book, highlighting aspects of their lives and writings, and
in the closing chapter she features a handful of the hymn writers of today. Many believers can testify
to the way in which a particular verse or phrase of a hymn has spoken to them in time of trial or
sadness, bringing comfort and hope to their soul, and as we read this book we are constantly
reminded of the blessings which God has been pleased to give to His people through the ministry
of hymns.

Though one or two minor blemishes were noted, these do not detract from what is a well
researched and informative survey, one which lovers of hymns and hymnology will enjoy reading.

J.w.

Repentance - Turning from Sin to God: What it Means and why it's
Necessary. Thomas Boston. Christian Heritage Imprint by Christian Focus Publications. pp. 224.
£6.99. ISBN I 85792 517 3.

A book on the need for repentance is always timely. These sermons by Scottish pastor Thomas
Boston (1676-1732) apply now as much as in his own day.With a blend of exhortation and warning,
Boston urges slothful spiritual sleepers to wake up. He says that repentance should not be a passing
act at conversion but a continuing "spring of waters of sorrow in the heart for sin", (page 31). He
addresses the young, the middle-aged and the old and in forthright terms warns of the perils of
delay. Two especially useful features of the book are the way the publishers have put subheadings
of, chapters on the Contents page making it easy to pinpoint particular themes, and summaries of
application, Using the Truth, at chapter ends. Manuscripts and pulpit notes have been used with only
minor changes but it would have been helpful to give the reader the meaning of 18th century
Scottish terms such as "sist" (page 91), to stop or suspend, and "gliff" (page 132), a sudden fright.

An introduction by J. I. Packer provides a useful background to Boston's times, but it would be
good to learn a little more about Mr. Ross, whose Foreword contains outspoken criticism of the
style and content of a present day service in Boston's church in Ettrick and of too many preachers
in Scotland who are "hirelings who shear the sheep, but never feed them". Such a charge could
never be made against Boston: his sermons remind us that repentance is not optional; God
commands it today, too. G.F.H.H.
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