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"It is I; be not afraid" (Mark 6:50)

THE Sea of Galilee was where the Lord Jesus chose to teach His disciples lessons
on fear. It was the perfect class room, as high hills surrounded it and sudden storm
winds blew bitterly cold, funneling down the deep valleys, meeting the hot air and
churning the lake into instant and dangerous storms. Even seasoned fishermen,
accustomed to the lake's moods, could be terrified. So we too are put into the class
of life where storms are frequent, beyond the experience of the most seasoned,
uncontrollable, fierce and dangerous. So we too learn, "It is I; be not afraid".

That night the Lord sent His disciples to row across the lake after several
exceptionally heavy days of work. Do you ever spend nights up for Christ's sake?
I knew a missionary who lived in a tiny mud village where the women were only
allowed in the public baths when the men did not occupy them, and that was once
a week at night. So she used to stay up all night and keep open house for them and
speak of the Lord. The Lord expected His disciples to work hard all their lives.
Laziness can masquerade as spirituality.

The Lord Jesus stayed alone in the mountain to pray. His prayers cannot fail.
They needed above all to learn that after He had risen and ascended, He would
still be there in the mountain of heaven with them as they would struggle alone
against huge forces and acute dangers for Christ. We need that lesson on His
heavenly session. Not that we believe that He is on His knees before His Father.
No, it is the blood that intercedes.

In the middle of the lake, sometime after 3 a.m., the disciples were rowing
against a heavy headwind, battered by waves, and getting nowhere slowly. We all
know days like that, when we are greatly hindered and frustrated. But keep
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rowing. The unbelievers have been rowing hard all my lifetime, in business,
politics, science, philosophy, education, sport, and, speaking of this land, they
might as well have rowed backwards, though they will never admit it. They think
we are the ones getting nowhere!

He came to them and would have passed them by. We have to be watching for
Him, and want and invite Him to come to us in our vessel, or He will go by. He
is indestructible, so we are safe once He is in. Again, He looked like a spirit, a
ghost, and so they did not recognize Him. That is so today with us. He is in all
that is happening in the world today, but not quickly recognisable. The events He
is in look so terrifying. They were shaken up, troubled, stirred to the depths and
featful, but we should know better, and trust Him and be at peace. His footsteps
are in the great waters, and He rides upon the storm. Appearances are deceptive.
Fear leads only to trouble and disaster.

Expect help when things reach a pitch, not before. When all seems lost, the
wind contrary, the darkness deepest, that is when He comes. Once He is aboard,
the wind ceases. Do not give way to fears. "It is I; be not afraid".

---e---

• SHEEP OR GOAT? •

A SERMON BY THE EDITOR

"And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one
from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats"

(Matthew 3:12)

YOU see the question? Who do you think that is meant for? For farmers and vets
only? If you imagine so, you are making a great mistake. It is meant for every
man, woman and child in the world.

The question is raised by our Lord Jesus Christ, and is in the Bible. It is a
prophecy about the end of the world, yet to happen, but absolutely certain. It
divides all the world into two classes. Today all the talk is of equality, of all being
the same, and of diversity, "valuing differences" as they call it. The Bible does not
say either. It divides into two classes, one sheep and one goats.

Who are the sheep in the world?
It means all who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ's words. All honest enough to
admit they are sinners. All who have been taught by God's Holy Spirit that
they are not as they appear, upright, decent, respectable. These all admit as they
look into their own lives that they are dishonest and bad at bottom. These all
flee to Jesus for refuge, and regard sin as their deadliest enemy, and heaven as
their home.
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They are from every part of the world; some started life as Muslims, some
Buddhists, some Hindus, some atheists, some utterly careless. Some were kings,
some labourers. Some were from huts, some palaces, some from villages, some
great cities. From east west, north, south, they are from every nation on earth, and
from every language. But all are now sheep because they have trusted Christ.

Come, I will tell you which class you are. There are sure and certain signs the
sheep carry. It matters nothing what country or class or sort of person. For me,
God made them, and though I may not agree with them in every detail, I know
they have found refuge in Christ. I know where they are going, and that is enough
for me.

All these know they are unfit to appear before God because they are vile and
sinful. But to me they are the precious part of mankind. They are the sons and
daughters of the living God. They are filled with God's Holy Spirit. They are part
of Christ's body on earth, members of God's own dear Son. He sees right into
their hearts, and is well pleased with them.

The Lord Jesus sees them as the fruits of His travail on the cross, and is well
satisfied. The Holy Spirit sees them as His temple, and dwells in them. He has
shown them what the Bible means, opened its treasures to them. He has shown
them the state of their own hearts, They are the sheep of His pasture, and will live
in heaven with their Lord.

The goats also bear unmistakable marks. They are those who have no saving
faith in Jesus. They have no holiness of spirit. Some are not sure if God exists, nor
who made them, nor if they have a future life. They are not sure if Christ Jesus
ever existed, if the Gospel is just an ignorant tale. Some are of the opinion that
Christ should not be taught to this age. Some are sneering and godless. Many live
for pleasure, and care for little else in the world. But all have two great marks 
no faith in Christ, and no holiness of life. They are worthless.

They bring no glory to God. They do not honour the Son. They regard the
salvation Christ wrought as nothing, and likewise the Bible, so wisely written for
their learning. They do not serve God, or love Him who made them and who
keeps them with infinite and undeserved kindness all their life through. So God
cares nothing for them. They are, in His reckoning, worthless.

They may have degrees their parents never had. They may be intellectual,
clever, learned, have great skills and hold high position. But if they never
submitted themselves to Christ, or honoured His Gospel by receiving it into their
hearts, they are nothing to Him.

They regard time as everything, eternity as unimportant. They dishonour God
by neglecting His greatest gift, His Son to die for them. They are cold and careless
about heaven. They never thank the Lord Jesus for coming to earth to die for
them. They are the opposite to sheep. They are worthless.

Whatever nation or background they come from, whatever laws, customs,
beliefs they hold, God divides all mankind into two classes only, the sheep and
the goats, the good and the evil.
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They may be obsessed with wiping out all distincti~s of gender, race, colour,
creed and class. They may regard all religions as the same, all paths whatever
leading to God. They may want to bring all religions into one, to avoid all
divisions. They may want to see the end of religion. They may hold there is no
absolute, no one who is entirely right and no one who is wholly wrong. They may
look forward to the day when all religion dies away.

They may believe mankind is good at bottom, just needing encouragement and
educating. They may not like what they see as hard beliefs. They may want a quiet
and moderate SOlt of religion, where all are good citizens and live at peace
whatever their orientation, and enjoy themselves without burdening themselves
with moral absolutes. They may feel that if there is a God, then that is how He
wants us to be.

I denounce such beliefs. I warn you against them. They are inventions, a refuge
of lies, a castle in the air, a vain and empty dream. There is no such idea in the
whole Bible. Two classes only are found there - the sheep and the goats.
Everywhere it divides mankind into two, the saved and unsaved, those saved in
the ark and those destroyed in the flood. It says the Gospel is a net from which all
the fishes are divided into good and valuable, and bad and rejected. The world, it
says, is a field of wheat and weeds, and the threshing is to divide the wheat and
the chaff. Are you weeds and chaff, or are you wheat?

You may have religion, but the question is, are you on Christ's right-hand, a
sheep, or on His left, a goat? Have you the new birth? Have you repented?
Have you the new nature from above? Has Christ pardoned you? Do you love
God's people? Have you left the world behind and come out to Jesus? Do you
love the Bible?

Do not turn from the question, however much you resent it and find it odd and
uncomfortable or feel it dated. Answer it, and you will see your real danger. Are
you a sheep, or a goat?

When will these two classes be separated?

Not yet. All are now mingled, those who are Christ's and those who are not. They
live next door to each other, work together, are members of one family, and eat
together. But when Christ comes, He will discern instantly. No man on earth can
distinguish them now, no religious leader has power to see the difference. They
may both be in one church, even share one bed. Grace may be a feeble spark
which no man can see from the outside, but yet be possessed by a sheep.
Goodness and moral uprightness may but hide a rebellious heart.

There will be a great separation. The Shepherd is going to divide every person
who has ever lived on this earth, into either a child of God or a child of the devil.
He has perfect knowledge, an unerring judgment. He can discern the secrets of the
heart. I cannot pull up weeds in the wheat, lest I destroy good wheat. Their roots
are entwined. I am told to leave both alone until the harvest. So churches are
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imperfect, they contain good and bad. We wait for the great separation when
Christ comes again at the end of the world.

I have no notion that all the world will get converted to Christ. He says when He
comes He will find unbelief rife, wars, all the hubbub of life, its marriages, births,
deaths, trading and pleasure seeking. But in many a family, one shall be taken and
another left. One shall see, too late, that the day of grace is over, whilst the other
goes with joy and rapture into the air to meet the Lord. It will be a day of grief and
despair for many. It will be vindication and joy for the few who are saved.

What will happen after Christ comes again?

There will be a summons, a great gathering of every man and woman, boy and
girl, before the great white throne. Christ is appointed Judge. He will speak to
those on His right and say to them, "Come ye blessed of my father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world". He will say to those
on His right, that He was hungry, and they fed Him, thirsty, and they gave him
drink, a stranger, and they took Him in, naked and they clothed Him, sick, and
they visited Him, in prison, and they came to Him. They will be most surprised
and say, "When, Lord?" and He will say, "Inasmuch as ye did it unto one of the
least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me".

He will then turn to those on His left and say, "Depart from me, ye cursed, into
everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels". And He will tell them the
reason. He was hungry and they did not feed Him, thirsty and they gave Him
nothing to drink. He was a stranger and they did not take Him in, naked and they
did not clothe Him. He was sick and in prison and they did not visit Him. They
will be most surprised and say, "When, Lord?" And He will say, "Inasmuch as ye
did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me".

So the righteous shall see how much God values and cares for them in heaven.
They shall be blessed, happy, free of sin, and of all that makes unhappy; God will
feed them, lead them to fountains of living water and wipe all tears from their
eyes. He will be sun and shield to them, and they will praise Him in utter bliss
for evermore. So the wicked shall see that are tried by a measure they are sure
they understand, namely works. They feel they cannot accept faith in Jesus. They
say that God must include as "sheep" all decent people who just happen to have
other equally good ways, from all religions and none. I warn them against such a
delusion. The division is on works, but it is the Lord Jesus who is the judge of the
heart-motives for those works. He will make no mistakes.

They shall have their part in the fire, and shall be tormented for ever and ever.
Their pain will never cease, their worm never die. Read the Gospel. The one who
spoke most strongly about Hell fire was Jesus Himself. Try burning one finger for
a moment, then think of all eternity burning in hell, with all the idolators, the
wicked, the murderers, thieves, evil doers, haters of God, and you, who were so
near to finding the right way, shut up with them for ever and ever. What remorse,
what regrets, what weeping and gnashing of teeth.
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These are things that give no pleasure to speak of, and which anyone would
much rather keep silent about. But I am set a watchman, to warn you. Your blood
will be required of me if I fail to warn. If you choose to pay no heed, but run down
the broad way to destruction, your blood will be on your own head. Let me
solemnly warn you against any pulpit which keeps silent about these matters. For
silence is a sure sign that the preacher himself has little or no belief in it.

You must choose between life and death, between a great reward and an
everlasting, terrible loss. I cannot choose for you, but you must decide. Oh!
Choose life, choose Christ, choose the way of the cross, however hard, and the
narrow way that leads to life.

---e---

• FOR YOUNGER READERS •

C. MACKENZIE

JEHOVAH ROHI - THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD

GOD has given us His Word, so that we can learn about Him. He has used many
different words to explain to us what He is like and what He does. God tells us
that He is Jehovah Rohi - the Lord is my Shepherd.

The shepherd feeds the sheep, bringing them to pasture and water. God feeds
His people. Our daily food comes from God and we should thank Him for His
goodness to us.

He also feeds us with food for the soul. "For he satisfieth the longing soul, and
filleth the hungry soul with goodness" (Psalm 107:9). The Lord Jesus Christ is the
only one that will truly satisfy our souls. A godly man once said, "Nothing less
than Christ will satisfy, and when you find Him, nothing more could be desired".
May we pray that we would find this true satisfaction from Jehovah Rohi 
our Shepherd.

The shepherd in eastern countries leads his sheep from the front, rather than
driving them from behind. He walks in front and the sheep follow him.

Jehovah Rohi, our Shepherd, is a leader to His people. Jesus described Himself
as the Good Shepherd. "My sheep hear my voice and I know them, and they
follow me." Our duty is to listen to His instruction and keep our eyes fixed on
Him. We should pray that He would lead us by His light and truth, and that He
would lead us to Himself, our shelter and Saviour.

Sometimes a sheep with a heavy fleece will fall down and roll on to its back.
The sheep finds it impossible to roll back on to its feet. The sheep is described as
being "cast" or "cast down". The shepherd realises the danger of this and comes
to help. If left unattended the sheep would soon die. But a push from the shepherd
helps the sheep to its feet again. Once the sheep starts feeding the shepherd knows
it will be fine. "I
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Sometimes a follower of Jesus becomes cast down - perhaps by cares or
worries, or by falling into sin, or finding it difficult to pray. We then need a push
or encouragement from our Shepherd. "Why art thou cast down, 0 my soul?" the
Psalmist asked himself. The push or encouragement he got was, "hope thou in
God: for I shall yet praise him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God"
(Psalm 42). The Word of God is full of encouragements for us to trust in Him.

Jehovah Rom - the Lord our Shepherd - will feed and lead His people. He will
tenderly care for and cherish His own dear ones. We should delight in His
provision for us in His Word and in His Son. We should feed on Him and follow
Him always. Then we are safe for time and eternity.

BIBLE SEARCH

Find the missing words from the verses from the Book of Psalms. The initials of
your answers will spell out the topic of the story.

'\. He restoreth my : he leads me in the paths of righteousness for his
name's sake (Psalm 23:3).

2. When my heart is overwhelmed, lead me to the rock that is than
I (Psalm 61:2).

3. 0 satisfy us with thy mercy; that we may rejoice and be glad all
our days (Psalm 90:14).

4. I will abundantly bless her provision: I will satisfy her with bread
(Psalm 132: 15).

5. When thou saidst, Seek ye my face, my said unto thee, thy face
Lord will I seek (Psalm 27:8).

6. Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things: so that thy youth is renewed like
the (Psalm 103:5).

7. Thou art with me; thy and thy staff they comfort me (Psalm 23:4).

8. Delight thyself also in the Lord; and he shall give thee the of thine
heart (Psalm 37:4).

Faith or Repentance? Which is First? "The question has been discussed: which is
prior, faith or repentance? It is an unnecessary question and the insistence that one
is prior to the other is futile. There is no priority. The faith that is unto salvation
is a penitent faith and the repentance that is unto life is a believing repentance.
. . . It is impossible to disentangle faith and repentance. Saving faith is permeated
with repentance and repentance is permeated with faith." (John Murray)

Supplied by W. W. Fulton
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• THE GODLINESS OF Two
PURITAN WOMEN •

Part I

J. DAVISON

THE importance placed by the Puritan minister on the practical outworking of the
doctrines expounded in their whole corpus of sermons is everywhere to be found
in those sermons. It is an insistence which cannot be over-emphasised and is
grounded in the belief that the message proclaimed in the Puritan sermon was
about life. a real, earnest, and practical life, which brought glory to God and true
happines~ to man. Clear expression of what this last point entails was given by
Henry Scougal, a 17th century Scottish minister, when he wrote:

Happy is the man who - being fully persuaded that there is an infinite,
glorious Spirit, eternal, almighty, true, just, and good, who created the
world, and disposes and governs all things by His power and wisdom, and
is infinitely great, above all things that any creature can conceive, and that
He is to be adored, worshipped, and obeyed in that way which He Himself
has prescribed in His holy Word, in the peifonnance whereof men may
atlain unto perfect happiness through the merits of Jesus Christ, His only
Son, and by the gracious influences of His Holy Spirit; and withal being
thoroughly convinced of the naughtiness and vanity of other enjoyments 
is heartily sorry that he should have so long pursued si/~ful pleasures, and
lived such a SIranger unto God and the ways ofpiety, and therefore resolves
instantly 10 break off that course ofsin, and to lift himself under the banner
of Christ, to resist the suggestions of satan, the alluremen1s of the world,
and his own corrupt inclinations, and covenanting with God.

Happine~~ and contentment. then, for the Puritan, was the by-product of giving
God first place in one's life, which was to be demonstrated by the daily manner
of that life. It is clear that Puritan preaching did not aim to tickle the ear~ of the
hearers; it was, through an appeal to the conscience, to persuade those who sat
under such preaching to adopt the correct spiritual and moral behaviour for their
lives. That the Puritan preacher succeeded in his task is clearly witnessed to by
the many testimonies and records of the lives of those who sat under such
preaching that have come down to us, testimonies which include men and women
from different walks of life. As examples of this practical godliness, which
resulted in happiness and contentment, we will, briefly, for the purpose of this
article, consider the lives of two Pmitan women: Mary Tracey and Mary Love.
whose lives displayed this godliness, but under very different circumstance~.
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Mary Tracey, the youngest child of Sir John Tracey of Toddington and his wife
Anne Throckmorton, was born on 18th May 1581. Sadly, a few days after the
birth of Mary her mother died and when she was about eight years old her father
died. Not a great beginning to life! When Mary was about nineteen years old she
married Williarn Hobby, the son of Sir William Hobby. Two sons were born to
Mary and William, but tragedy was soon to follow with the death of William a
few short years after their marriage.

In 1607 Mary married Sir Horatio Vere, afterwards Baron Vere of Tilbury, but
again tragedy struck. This time it was the death of Mary's two sons from her
previous marriage, while they were still youths. Despite these tragedies early in
life Mary's second marriage was to prove a very happy one until the death of
Baron Vere in 1635. Lady Vere survived her second husband by thirty-six years,
she was ninety years old when she died on 25th December 1671.

The main reason for such a happy marriage was the great oneness of spirit that
existed between Sir Horatio and Mary. It was an oneness of spirit that was
recognised by Archbishop James Ussher in a letter he sent to Lady Vere
expressing his high esteem for both Sir Horatio and her. Of Lady Vere's character
Ussher writes: "When I reflect upon you, methinks I understand that saying of the
apostle better than I did, that 'as the man is the image and glory of God, so the
woman is the glory of man'." Ussher then adds this further note of praise: "If I
have any insight in the things of this nature, or have any judgement to discern the
spirits, I have clearly beheld engraven in your soul, the image and superscription
of my God."

Shortly after their marriage Lady Vere accompanied her husband, perhaps one
of the greatest generals of his day, to Holland where she sat under the ministry of
William Ames, to whom she gave much encouragement by her "kind-hearted
beneficence, and by the high appreciation she had of his public labours". Writing
to Lady Vere, after her return to England, Ames acknowledges this kind
heartedness and beneficence: "Your kindness towards me and mine I do with all
thankfulness acknowledge; but your respect unto my poor ministry I do much
more joy in than in all the rest." The same sentiments are expressed by Dr. John
Burges, the Puritan minister of Sutton Coldfield: "I neither am nor can be
unmindful of you, whose love to me and mine, and of whose love to God and all
goodness, I have had so great proof and assurance."

On her return to England Lady Vere sat under the ministry of John Davenport,
the Puritan minister of St. Stephen's, Coleman Street, London. In the years that
followed Davenport corresponded with Lady Vere and these letters reveal his
"high estimation of her Christian character, and the devotion of her spirit to the
honour of God". In one of the letters, written to Lady Vere on the death of her
husband, Davenport expresses his great esteem for Lord Vere by describing him
as one whose affections towards God and His Word were manifested clearly.
Davenport describes four ways in which these godly affections were manifested:
(1) towards God, whose favour he preferred above all other things; (2) towards
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the Word of God, which was sweet to him; (3) towards the people of God, who
the more they excelled in the fruits of holiness and righteousness, the more he
delighted in, countenanced and encouraged; and (4) towards the ways of God,
whereunto he applied himself.

Davenport then likens Lord Vere to Joshua who resolved that his household
would serve the Lord (Joshua 24: 15), and says:

Hence sprang his care to sanctify the Lord's Day with his family at home,
as well as in the assembly. Hence the daily sacrifice of invocations of the
name of God, continued morning and evening without interruption or
omission in his family. Hence his procuring that the souls committed to his
trust, servants as well as children, might be taught to know and fear God,
by some able and faithful man weekly, who was maintainedfor that service
in his family. Yea, hence arose that ardency of spiritual affections towards
the salvation of his children, desiring nothing more than that they might
serve God aright and be instruments ofHis glory, in their several places.

The importance of these expressions of godliness bear on Lady Vere by the fact
that Davenport closes these comments by stating that in all these and other
particulars, "God made your ladyship an helper meet for him, yea, a quickener
and encourager of him in that way, wherein you walked together as heirs of the
grace of life".

William Gurnall, the Puritan minister of Lavenham in Suffolk for thirty-five
years and the author of The Christian in Complete Armour, who delivered the
sermon at the funeral of Lady Vere, is very high in his praise of her. In his sermon,
later published as The Christian s Labour and Reward, Gurnall says her charity
was "so great ... that it may well be admired how this tree should not long ago,
have killed itself with overbearing" in the "many ways it diffused itself'. In giving
an illustration of Lady Vere's charity he says: "The trees in our orchards yield
their fruit but once a year.... But her charity was dropping fruit all the year long."
The fruit that Gurnall refers to was "silver for the moneyless, medicaments for the
sick [and] salves for the wounded". Importantly, Gurnall makes the point that
Lady Vere "never sought to purchase land in heaven with the money she gave on
earth ... desiring to be found alone in Him and His righteousness, as earnestly as
if she had not done one good work in all her life".

Importantly, too, Gurnall reminds his hearers that Lady Vere "did not grow ...
rich in grace by idleness and sloth, but by God's blessing on her diligence in the
use of means. She did not become so eminent by proudly thinking herself so to
be, but by humility and poverty of spirit." Urging this same diligence and humility
of spirit on his hearers, Gurnall says: "Let the high measures of grace this precious
servant of God attained to encourage all weak Christians to press forward after
further degrees of grace."

Having referred to Lady Vere's acts of charity and her dependence on Christ
for salvation, Gurnall then speaks of her personal devotions: "If ever a private
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dwelling might be called a chapel, a little sanctuary, her house was such. There
might you find her and her family twice every day upon their knees, solemnly
worshipping the great God ... [with] high praises sounding forth from the whole
family." And having referred to her practice of secret prayer in both morning and
evening, Gurnall adds: "And yet are we not at an end of this good lady's
devotions, for every night she would herself pray with her maidens before she
went to bed." Gurnall in drawing his sermon to a close quotes two portions of
Scripture - 1 Samuel 2:30, "them that honour me, I will honour", and Proverbs
22:4, "By humility and the fear of the Lord are riches, and honour, and life", and
then says, such Scripture "God fulfilled in this remarkable lady".

e To BE CONCLUDED e

---e---

• GOD ONLY SAVES UTTERLY

LOST SINNERS •

W. FULTON (USA)

AN utterly lost sinner will bow to the terms of God's Word. He readily owns his
miserable condition. God has stripped him down and used the Law in its proper
order to show him what he is within himself. The greatly used preacher of the last
century, Rolfe Barnard (1904-1969), when he came to town, declared he was a
preacher of both the Law and the Gospel. Bro. Barnard tells of being asked to
come to a certain town for a meeting, sponsored by a Baptist association. They
told him to come and preach, "nothing but the Gospel" for two weeks. He wrote
back and told them:

"I believe in preaching the Law and the Gospel in their proper order, and
seek to give my hearers what is most needed. If I come to your town, I
must not have my hands tied. When I arrive on the field, I will seek by
God's Spirit to assess your situation, and will give you fellows what you
are most in need of - whether God's Law to wound you or God's Gospel
to heal you - and if you don't agree to that, lain 't coming!"

Since there is almost no preaching of the holy Law of God and God's hatred
against sin today - and since we never see nor hear any real evidence of God's
work of grace in Holy Spirit conviction - is it any wonder that men are mindlessly
leading other sinners into an empty profession of Christ, without the truth and
separated from the power of God? Then we need not be surprised that almost no
one can feelingly give a testimony of salvation in Christ, nor manifest a life of
separation from the world and unto God! Then is it any wonder that the old-time
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doctrines of sovereign grace are spurned by the pulpits, hated by the pew and
unknown in the Bible classes of the present-day church? The judgment of a
sin-avenging God must soon fall, unless the Lord is pleased to pour out His Spirit
and raise up a host of mighty preachers of the cross!

---e---

GOSPEL ADVOCATES RELIEF FUND

EXTRACTS FROM ANNUAL REPORT 2006
D. COTTINGTON, Honorary Secretary

OUR quarterly meetings continue to be times of blessing as we have looked to our gracious
God to guide us in administering the fund in accordance with His will.

The committee's prayerful desire is that God will be pleased to move His people to support
GARF or similar charities (Romans 12: 13; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8).

Change of Policy

We were faced with some difficult issues relating to overseas Grants and as a result a
decision has been made to limit our support to UK Ministers, their Widows and their
dependents.The Ministers Relief Society kindly agreed for us to refer overseas applications
to them as they have more adequate monitoring facilities.

New Committee Members

The 2004/05 Report had news of Reg Payne's resignation. He has since written to say how
he misses the opportunities of fellowship and being part of a team with the sole aim to help
the Lord's people. Reg is 88 and his wife 90. Praise God for such stalwarts!

However, we still have only five committee members. Appeals have been made for several
years to encourage God's people to consider becoming involved but as yet these have met
with no response. Please pray we shall soon be strengthened with additional members. If
you wish to be considered or could recommend a friend please contact us (2 Corinthians
8: 16-17).

AGM and Thanksgiving Services, 1st June 2006

We are thrilled Pastor Howard Sayers and the fellowship at Hailsham Baptist Church are
hosting our AGM.

It is also a pleasure to have Stan Evers, the Pastor at Potton, to preach. May the Lord be
pleased to bless him and prepare hearts to receive the message.

Finally, thank you for your practical support; please uphold the committee in prayer
(I Thessalonians 5:25)
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• GLOBAL WARMING AND CLIMATE
CHANGE - A CHRISTIAN

PERSPECTIVE •

GRAHAM WOOD

"Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? declare, if thou hast
understanding" (Job 38:4)

THE global warming industry is one of the fastest growth sectors within politics
and the media, whilst a trawl through the Internet will reveal some 300 websites
on the subject - and this is not exhaustive.

It seems that global warming (hereafter "GW") has grown from a relatively
minor topic of concerned scientific discussion into a highly dominant ideological
force which now permeates much political discussion and economic agendas to
saturation point. The problem, we are told, is one of the biggest the world faces
today, on par with the "war on terror" and one that demands urgent action by us
all. Well, should we worry?

I suggest that there are two basic and mutually incompatible answers to the
question. The first is premised on the assumption that this world is controlled and
governed by determinism, that is by hostile, impersonal forces that we only partly
understand, which continually militate against our best interests, and which we
can do little, if anything, to control. This would be the view of the prevailing
ideology in western thinking today which is a mix of evolutionary, humanistic,
and atheistic opinion in intellectual and scientific circles and hugely influential in
forming public opinion. It can be briefly summarized in the familiar idea that
there is no God, and therefore nobody is in control of this world; and since the
human race is the hapless victim of random forces, only "science" can offer
reasonably acceptable explanations of our universe and world, and it is to
scientists that we must look for answers to our quest for knowledge about the
universe in general, and for the "problem" of climate change in particular.

The second option is a Christian view which is offered here, and one which
asserts that the universe is created by the all powerful and personal God of the
Bible and history, and that He upholds and sustains everything from the smallest
atom to the greatest forces of nature. This view provides a proper God centred
perspective of the world, and the only framework within which to interpret all
events, the activities of men, and the physical world around us.

Global warming - is it happening?
A majority of environmentalists claim that not only is it taking place, but also it
is largely due to human activity. True, much of the evidence seems to point to the
fact that the earth may be getting warmer as we read reports of polar ice caps
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melting at an alarming rate, with dramatic reduction in glacier sizes and activity,
and impressive figures cited for a corresponding rise in global temperatures. But
scientific opinion appears divided and is by no means fully agreed that GW is
taking place or that dire and unprecedented consequences will inevitably follow
as predicted. Others argue that apparently rising temperature readings, especially
if taken in or near major cities, and computer models of future climate scenarios
are uncertain and still a "work in progress".

It is claimed that we need to take this matter very seriously for its effects will
produce violent and unpredictable weather patterns with rising sea levels globally,
tidal waves of enormous proportions, and increased cyclone incidence, etc.,
which will be truly awesome and apocalyptic. The current debate involves
speculative discussions about futuristic events world-wide which, it is said,
demand urgent and concerted action if we are to avoid global catastrophe. Some
even argue that mankind has neglected the issue for so long that we have at best
only a year or so to redeem the "environment" and to save countless lives from
freakish natural disasters. Other na"ive politicians speak in fairy tale terms of
polices to "tackle global warming" as if they were in possession of a cosmic
magic wand!

But the plain fact is that the scientists do not know, any more than the rest of
us, if GW is the result of human activity, and there seem to be weaknesses in
their outwardly impregnable fa<;:ade of certainty. For example, there is the
uncomfortable fact that climate changes over past centuries are recorded and took
place when, in relative terms, human activity was so low as to be negligible, and
long before the advent of all forms of modem transport. Another related question
is why GW has not occurred much earlier and on a greater scale from the
Industrial Revolution in 19th century onwards through to the mid 20th century,
when vast commercial industrial activity, together with military output for two
world wars, absorbed factory production in all the developed world? In spite of
this, a few of the winters of the 1940s era were some of the coldest on record,
together with the worst "smogs" (mixture of smoke and fog) known as factories
belched out vast quantities of polluting CO2 emissions.

Solar activity?

Another alternative and minority view is that the likely cause is solar rather than
human activity.

True, there does not appear to be much by way of scientific data to support this
view, but that should not invalidate the strong case for the sun being a primary
cause, or if not, then a powerful contributory factor. After all, the sun is the most
prominent feature in our solar system and the largest object containing 98% of
the total solar system mass, and it is claimed that the sun's interior could hold
1.3 million earths. Sunspots, and especially sunflares, can span many thousand of
miles from the surface of the sun and are known to affect world weather and
communications systems. Those tracking carbon data material believe that the sun
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itself has been more vigorous for the past 800 years, leading to one comment: "It
defies reason to conclude that this would be irrelevant to the climate ... and there
is a deep arrogance implicit in the sentiment that if anything on earth is changing,
human beings must be responsible." Others would say that it is not only arrogant,
but bordering on the delusional to think that a reduction in a few light bulbs, or
air travel, let alone some other quick-fix cures on offer to cure CO2 emissions
will make the slightest difference to world climate, let alone reverse present
GW trends.

A Christian Response

What is the answer to GW hysteria? Is it arrogant or merely irrelevant for
Christians to venture into this particular discussion? I think neither, for the debate
raises equally important, and profound issues to think through, apart from those
considered by some to be the sole preserve of scientific opinion, and that a serious
contributory argument in the current debate must be a theological one. Christians
would argue that the dogmatic assertions of secular scientific ideology which
abstracts God out of His own universe is at the heart of the modem "problem" of
GW and the enigma it appears to be. The unspoken assumption, or theory, is that
since human activity is largely responsible for the supposed evils of climate
change, then by the same token only human activity can reverse the situation,
hence the prevailing atmosphere of panic in the search for solutions. Others seem
to be reaching for similar conclusions - "long before religious fundamentalism,
secular humanists reduced all objective codes to subjective assertion by making
man the measure of all things and erasing God from nature".

However, for the Christian, and arrogant as it may seem to some, it is only a
Biblical world view that will provide a unified and coherent explanation of the
universe and our world, including what we call "nature". This is not to say that
the Christian should be insensitive to the environmental pollution that is certainly
happening, but neither is it naIve, nor necessarily unscientific, to seek
explanations for the current situation through the perspective of Scripture. The
Christian's starting point and central focus is on God and the revelation He has
given, and this alone offers an unfailing and firm anchor-hold amidst the ever
changing currents of popular modem opinion.

The first point concerns the Christian doctrine of the Fall, of man. When man
sinned, as the book of Genesis records, it introduced disorder, and an element of
corruption into the whole of the created order, and nature itself groans under the
curse given by God and pronounced upon Adam and the earth (Genesis 3: 17-19;
Romans 8: 19-23). Nevertheless, although disorder on earth and in the elements
continues to reign, it is not subject to random, blind and impersonal forces, but
rather is subject to the overruling hand of God. Three intertwined and recurring
themes run throughout the Bible - firstly the immanence of God within His
world, then secondly His purpose, and thirdly His providence, or rule. These
three "pillars", therefore, are basic and foundational for a true understanding of
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the present, and some future certainties about the created order as revealed in
Scripture.

God's omnipresence
The omnipresence or immanence of God in this world is everywhere assumed in
the Bible. The God who brought His creation into being is the same God who is
immanent within it for it is in this arena that God's activity in creation and in
grace takes place, and in which His redemptive purposes are revealed and
fulfilled. In speaking to pagan Greeks about an "unknown God", the Apostle
Paul could also have been addressing modern western man today for, after
explaining God's creative work, he speaks of God's immanence in that, "in him
we live and move and have our being", or existence. That we live at all is His gift,
and our continued and prolonged existence is due solely to Him, thus all things
created are completely dependent upon Him. Similarly Paul writes that Christ is
actually holding all things together. He is both the Agent of creation and
Conserver of every physical life system - for "by him all things consist", or
subsist (Colossians 1: 17).

Supremely God's continual presence in the world is revealed in the incarnation
of Christ when uniquely in the world's history the eternal Word "was made flesh
and dwelt among us", and in whom we have "Immanuel - God with us." 
Immanent! (John. 1:14; Matthew 1:23).

Furthermore, the resurrection of Christ guarantees His continued presence
and reign in the world until His second and final advent (Matthew 28:20;
1 Corinthians 15:24-25).

The present life and future destiny of the world therefore is inextricably bound
up with this attribute of God revealing Him as an ever-present and personal reality
- a far cry from unknown, random or hostile forces.

God's unchanging purposes
If God is bringing the whole of the created order to its final destiny, then it is clear
that He ordains every stage within that process. This is in effect the history of the
Old Testament, with its record of God's intervention in the life of His people
Israel preparatory to the coming of Jesus Christ as the supreme expression of the
purpose of God for men (Galatians 4:4). God's will and purpose cannot be
frustrated, for these are unchangeable, and therefore the activity of men cannot
alter God's eternal decrees. Whilst God brings the counsel of unbelievers to
nothing, by contrast, "The counsel of the Lord stands for ever, the thoughts of His
heart to all generations" (Psalm 33: 10-11); and "our God is in the heavens: he has
done whatsoever he hath pleased" (Psalm 115:3).

The prophet Isaiah expresses the same thought: "Remember the former things
of old, for I am God, and there is none else; I am God ... saying, "My counsel
shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure" (Isaiah 46:9-10). Likewise Paul speaks
of God's total and sovereign rule in the affairs of this world in that He "worketh
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all things after the counsel of his own will" (Ephesians 1:11). Understanding
something of God's eternal purposes, therefore, should help us to interpret the
created order rightly. The clear testimony of Scripture is that it is in a constant
state of ever-increasing decay, and that all its ecological systems are subject to
disorder and entropy, or energy loss, and simply growing old due to the original
curse pronounced by God on the physical earth (Genesis 3: 17-19). Furthermore,
the created order is "wearing out" (Hebrews I: 10-11), and experiences suffering
whilst awaiting the fulfillment of God's declared purpose for it to be entirely
renewed (Romans 8: 19-23).

It is the New Testament which tells us precisely how the created order will
finally perish in a form of global warming on an unprecedented scale that will
engulf the entire cosmos on the arrival of the "day of the Lord" in judgment, when
"the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are
therein shall be burned up" (2 Peter 3: 10). This prophecy, co-incident with the
return of Jesus Christ, remains as the ever imminent and final event in the
prophetic calendar.

The Apostle Peter mentions three important aspects of this "day of the Lord" 
firstly, it would be completely sudden and unexpected, like a "thief in the night",
therefore taking many unawares. Secondly, it would be preceded by a consistent
attitude of scorn and rejection by an unbelieving world, as indeed it is today.
Thirdly, by contrast, Christians should both expectantly prepare and pray for its
arrival. This cataclysmic and final event towards which the whole of the created
order is inexorably moving, fulfills God's certain will and purpose, contrasting
sharply with current efforts to "save the planet" by environmentalists, and
vindicating the truth that "there is no wisdom nor understanding nor counsel
against the Lord" (Proverbs 21:30).

God's sovereign providence

We have seen that the New Testament testifies to God's immanence in His world,
and His overruling purposes, and finally we see that God also exercises His
sovereign rule, or providence over all. He not only ordains the end of all things,
but also He wills all the means to those ends - if this were not so He could not
possibly be God! This truth is borne out in terms of the world of nature where we
see so many examples of Christ's mastery over inanimate nature and events told
in the Gospel records, and which led His disciples to exclaim with astonishment
that "even the wind and the waves obey him". Men are constantly exhorted in
Scripture to "consider the wonderful works of God", not merely in times past but
as revealed in His sovereign rule within every conceivable part of the created
order that surrounds them.

Everywhere Scripture assumes that men understand and accept God as Creator,
Owner, and Sustainer of all things: "The earth is the Lord's and the fullness
thereof; the world and they that dwell therein" (Psalm 24: 1), and the elements He
has brought into being all fulfill His Word and serve His purposes (Psalm 148:8;
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Psalm 119:91). We need not fear therefore for the future of the planet, for God is
able to take care of what He owns!

Perhaps our contemporary commentators need to be confronted with a few of
the many questions God put to His servant Job concerning the mysterious origins
and workings of the elements and nature - "where wast thou when I laid the
foundations of the earth?" - and many more found in this book. Such questions
led Job to humbly acknowledge his ignorance of God, confessing of himself:
"who is he that hideth counsel without (any) knowledge?" Such humility would
be appropriate for modern man who, with all his knowledge and technology, is
still unable to alter, let alone reverse, any weather patterns or prevent a single
rainstorm or global trend. The expectations of our zealous climate changers, and
the pious hopes of more "Kyoto Protocols" to substantially change anything in
days to come must be seen as an exercise in futility, or as the Psalmist describes
it - "a vain thing".

Whether it is in relation to massive and continued physical upheavals as seen
in earthquakes, tidal waves, etc., or simply in the annual round of the seasonal
weather patterns, man is merely a passive and helpless onlooker, not a participant.
Only God, the All-sufficient and All-powerful One, is able, and does, uphold
all things by His powerful Word, and it is His presence within His own creation
that guarantees the earth's continuance and preservation until the return of
Jesus Christ.

Finally, what are the lessons to be learned from the accumulated "hype" of
climate change that so preoccupies modern thinking?

Firstly, it reveals yet again man's innate tendency towards idolatry, against
which the Bible so often warns. Having excluded God from His world and placed
man at the centre of the universe, modern man has substituted "the environment"
in place of God Himself. Thus it is only the "environment", and this physical
world that he has left!

Secondly, the Christian world view of God who is at the centre, creating and
sustaining His world and all things, is understood by faith alone (Hebrews 11 :3).
True science (i.e. knowledge) acts only as a handmaid to faith, revealing
something of the nature and wonder of that creation.

Last but not least, the astonishing nature of the world in which we live, and
which modern technology is revealing more than ever before, point to the far
greater spiritual priority for all men to personally seek the true God of the
environment - the Intelligent Designer, and to the eternal and living Word, for it
is to Him that creation itself constantly points (John 1:1-3; Romans 1:19-21).

Nothing is more common, than to find men hot and zealous against false worship,
whilst their hearts are as cold as a stone in the vitals and essentials of true religion.

Thomas Manton
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• THE UNREASONABLENESS OF ATHEISM •

B. GARRARD (Basingstoke)

"The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God" (Psalm 14:1)

[John Humphrys, the BBC interviewer, has drawn a huge response to his
programmes, "In search of God". There is, in his estimation, a great interest

amongst the people ofBritain in "finding" God.]

AT the present time it is fashionable to claim to be an agnostic or a humanist but
in reality both are only forms of Atheism. It is the boast of atheists that they are
non-religious and have thrown away the shackles of religious worship and thinking.
Nonetheless, atheism is a religion which has its own gods of man and human
reasoning. In many ways atheism is fanatical about making converts, being well
organised and spreading its views with evangelistic zeal. Like any religion it has
"doctrines and creeds" plus a belief system that is clung to tenaciously by the
adherents. What of atheism's worship? It glories in man and his achievements; and
in the State and its power. At one time communist countries had their own equiva
lent of christenings and baptisms, etc., and no doubt such things will be provided
in our own nation in time. Already humanist weddings and funerals are organised.

The kind face ofatheism
is presented to the world but underneath things are quite different. A modern
author makes the point that atheists have got rid of God through mindless
prejudice and are using dishonest methods to advance their cause which in a
number of cases produces great cruelty and never improves the human heart. In
the USA alone, 1.5 million human beings in the form of unborn children are
slaughtered every year. In addition it has also been estimated that eastern
communism was responsible for the killing of 60 million (plus) lives during its
reign of terror - 20 million of them under Stalin's tyranny. These examples and
others like them are conveniently overlooked by many today in their mad rush to
destroy belief in God and Christianity in particular.

Definition ofan atheist
Our text describes an atheist as the fool. At first this might appear rude and
insulting but the Hebrew for this expression means: foolish and impious. Not
someone who is lacking in brainpower but foolish in a moral sense and who is
without spiritual understanding. They possess blinded, prejudiced hearts and
minds, being opposed to God and His cause. Atheists may be pleasant and
unpleasant: benefit society in remarkable ways, or be disreputable. That is not the
issue. Scripture's definition of them still stands. God regards them as fools and
ones who are morally lacking.



56 The Gospel Magazine

Atheism is unreasonable - why?

• It fails to acknowledge that we cannot disprove the existence of God. Man
has limited knowledge, so how then can he disprove the existence of God?
To do so, he must be God himself and thus, know all things.

• Man is "incurably religious". He is always looking for something to worship
and so give expression to religious desires. One of the leading atheistic
philosophers of the last century was Bertrand Russell who admitted battling
to maintain his unbelief against a religious instinct!

• It is worth observing that no primitive nation or tribe has ever been
discovered in an atheistic condition. All have some belief in a Supreme
Being. Atheism only seems to flourish in more modern type civilisations.

• The world is subject to the principle of "cause and effect". Everything had
a beginning, as even science itself acknowledges; therefore it is not
unreasonable to argue from the nature of the universe, that a higher and
intelligent Being made it all. Indeed, it is nonsensical to suppose that the
world and the universe simply happened.

• The world about us gives evidence of order and design, as well as great
complexity. Again, it is reasonable to assume that the world did not happen
by chance, but rather, a supreme and almighty Being brought everything
into existence.

• Time and space is said to be vast and immense, so much so that it becomes
impossible to measure. Scientists tell us that it takes light 2.5 million years to
reach us from our neighbour in space, which is the Andromeda Galaxy. If this
is the case, does it not also point to a great and sovereign Creator who is far
superior to all that He has made?

• When looking at the history of the world, the human mind often asks: what
is the purpose of everything? Many will declare themselves baffled and
mystified, while others will be more cynical and pessimistic and say there is
no purpose or guiding hand. All is a collection of random and accidental
occurrences. Yet history declares that God exists, for as someone has coined
it: history is His-story, the remarkable unfolding of God at work in the affairs
of this world. To the discerning eye, God is the one guiding, directing,
planning and ordaining all that shall come to pass. At times, he even judges
nations and individuals. This is clearly seen in the way that the destiny of
nations has been foretold by the prophets of Bible days.

• What of the experience of millions throughout history and those of the
present day? They have become inwardly convinced of the existence of God
and their lives have been changed. One atheistic scientist arrogantly believes
that all religious people are suffering from a virus. To that we answer: Oh that
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more people caught it! Of course, such an observation is bordering on the
ridiculous and is not to be taken seriously.

There are other things that atheists fail to take into account

• The plight of all who live upon the earth. What do we mean by our plight?
Not sickness and disease, disasters, famines and wars. Not poverty and
homelessness, etc. Agreed, all these things are terrible and point to a sorry
state indeed. Yet they are not our real plight, but merely the symptoms and
not the disease. What, then, is our predicament? The opening verses of Psalm
14 tellt us: "They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is
none that doeth good. The Lord looked down from heaven upon the children
of men, to see if there were any that did understand, and seek God. They are
all gone aside, they are all together become filthy: there is none that doeth
good, no, not one." What does all this mean? Simply, that man's plight is sin
in the heart. The whole of his being has been contaminated by it and no part
remains unaffected. Paul in Romans 3:23 tells us: "For all have sinned, and
come short of the glory of God." The Lord Jesus in Mark 7:21 to 23 spells
out the same message: "from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil
thoughts, adulteries, fomications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness,
deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: all these
evil things come from within, and defile the man." This is the real problem
that is overlooked, for our plight is in the heart, where sin rules and
dominates. It is possible to tinker with the symptoms, but necessity demands
that we give attention to the centre, that is, to the heart, where fallen human
nature has become contaminated by sin. Sadly, atheism only makes a bad
situation worse.

• Another thing that atheists fail to take into account is the real significance of
the death of Christ. In not appreciating the sinful nature of man's heart, they
are led to a misconception about the Lord's death. How do unbelieving
sceptics generally regard the Cross? Some see no significance in it at all and
believe that it has made no impact upon the history of the world. Others
regard the Lord as a troublemaker and agitator; a fake and an actor who
performed conjuring tricks. Real cynics maintain that he never truly existed
and was the manufacture of the Early Church. There are those who have a
regard for the Lord and see him as a good man, and a pacifist who came to a
very sad end. But how does the Bible understand Christ's death? Our whole
problem is sin. Sin is a breaking and transgression of the Law of God which,
in turn, has brought us into a state of guilt and condemnation before Almighty
God. This accounts for the dilemma that we are in as humans, whether it
is crime, sickness, wars, etc., or the more personal sins of hate, murder,
adultery, pride and the like. In fact, all those things that the Lord spoke about
in Mark 7. Carrying the guilt of sin is a dreadful thing and troubles many a
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conscience. God regards even those who may not feel particularly troubled
as guilty nevertheless, and this places us in considerable danger. Why? After
death comes the Judgment, when all will have to give an account to God as
to how they have lived in the body. Religious people and atheists are the
same in that respect, for no one shall escape. The important question will be:
What did we do with Jesus Christ? What is our standing with Him?

What answer can we give to atheists?

It is the same one that we would give to religious people as well.

1. Understand the true nature of Christ's death. This death was a sacrifice that
bore the guilt of sin and rendered satisfaction to God. We mean, He paid the
price for us and was punished in our place. Sin always demands a payment.
Either we pay with our eternal lives, or Christ pays for us. Thank God, His
sacrifice has been accepted and the proof of this is the Resurrection.

2. Recognise the fact of sin and acknowledge it to be the problem of the heart.
Yet more that that. Recognise and confess I am a sinner before God.

3. See also that unbelief is a sin and is not so much a matter of the intellect but
of the will. We choose not to believe very often. Besides, even if God were
to furnish us with incontestable and infallible proofs, would we still choose
to believe? In fact, Christians believe that such "evidences" are available
in the Bible, so that it is not a question of I cannot believe, but rather, I
will not.

4. Believe upon Christ with the whole heart. Not just with the mind and
intellect, but the heart and will also. Some might say: But I'm so bad;
besides, I've been an atheist all my life. Will God receive the likes of me?
The words of Jesus can be our only answer: "Him that cometh to me I will
in no wise cast out. ... verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on
me hath everlasting life" (John 6:37, 47).

5. Repent of all sin, especially unbelief. Repentance means a change of heart
and mind about sin; a turning from it and turning to God.

6. Turn to Christ and acknowledge His sovereignty and lordship. Let sinners,
in all their doubts and fears, cast themselves upon the Lord Christ and He
will receive and fill them with His love. They should not stay away, thinking
themselves too bad. Let them come now while the door is open and the way
is clear. Remember, worse people have been forgiven and are now made
new in Christ.

Jesus said:
"Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you

rest" (Matthew 11:28).
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·ANDREW'S PRAYER •

"DAMARIS"

59

[The above is the title of a book, obtainable from the Christian Bookshop, 21
Queen Street, Ossett, West Yorkshire WF58AS. Priced at £3. 75 plus postage, with
a reduction for Sunday Schools, this is the third book published of several
interesting and true stories by "Damaris", alias Dr. Lydia Houghton, who
authored "The Young People's Page" in the Gospel Magazine for over 30 years.
It is hoped to include one further extract from the book in a following issue of the
Magazine. - Ed.]

LITTLE THINGS

WHEN I was at school, every classroom had a motto or moral saying hung over
the mistress's desk, or over the fireplace. As far as I can remember, in each room
the proverb, or whatever it was, was painted in black letters on a yellowish board.
That was what it was like in the fifth form room, where the words were these: "A
little thing is a little thing, but faithfulness in little things is a very great thing."
More than thirty years ago my eyes rested on those words every day during form
time for at least two years, and you see I have not forgotten them now. The words
are very true, for they are founded upon Christ's saying in the parable, "Well
done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will
make thee ruler over many things". That faithfulness in little things is a very great
thing is proved by these words of praise.

But it was not so much of faithfulness in little things that I wanted to remind
you this month, but rather of their importance. Have you noticed how much
depends on little things? You remember the old rhyme - my mother used to say it
to her little ones:

"For the want of a nail a shoe was lost,
For the want of a shoe a horse was lost,
For the want of a horse a rider was lost 
And all for the want of a horse-shoe nail!"

It seems as if God often makes important events depend upon very small
incidents, perhaps in order to show us that all things are in His hand. He holds
in His grasp not only the earth and the sun, the great nations and the king's heart,
but all the tiny things that affect such ordinary people as you and me. Not a
sparrow falls without our Father; and even the hairs on His children's heads are
numbered....

One day (about two hundred years ago) all was bustle and excitement in the
house of Admiral Vaughan. The "county Assembly" was to be held that evening,
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evidently a very important social function. All the best people were to be there;
all the ladies were to appear in their beautiful gowns, and fashion and gaiety were
to reign supreme. In her bedroom, the Admiral's daughter, a girl of nineteen, was
dressing for the ball, her thoughts full of the pleasures before her. It was quite an
event in her life, and she was eagerly looking forward to the evening's
entertainment. Imagine her before her looking-glass in the candle-light, her long
hair beautifully dressed; she is putting the finishing touches to her frock, not quite
satisfied with the set of a fold here or a ruff there. On her dressing-table is of
course a pincushion; she takes a pin to try to put things right. Both hands are
wanted to adjust the frock first, so she puts the pin, not back in the cushjon, but
between her lips (silly girl !), as I have seen a dressmaker do. Perhaps someone
speaks to her; perhaps in some other way her attention is called off, and in a
moment the pin has gone - she has actually swallowed it! Oh, what a change in
her feeljngs now! The poor girl was terrified. Supposing she were to die! Of
course she knew that death comes at last to all, but she was only nineteen, full of
life and energy, and never once had she given a serious thought to the future.
In that moment when she knew she had swallowed the pin, the truth flashed
upon her, and she saw herself as she really was - a sinner entirely unprepared
to meet a holy God. That tiny pin was the means in the power of the Holy Ghost
of convicting this girl of her sin, and of leading her in her anxiety to seek for
a Saviour....

---e---

STUDIES IN NUMBERS - 16
PETER KING (Hailsham)

Chapters 23:8-30, 24 and 25 -
GOD WILL NOT CURSE illS OWN PEOPLE

Balaam's deceit exposed. The king of Moab thought his hired prophet would
remove the threat to Moab by cursing Israel. Verse 7 gives Balak some
encouragement but it is all gone by verses 8-12. There is no way Balaam, a mere
false prophet, can curse the people who God has not cursed! Israel are clearly not
like the other nations (24:9) but separate from all other peoples. Abram, back in
Genesis 13: 16, had a promise that his descendants would be more than the dust of
the earth (24: 10), and Balaam admits he could only see 25% of them. Eventually
he confesses he wants to be like these people and die thejr way, so he's hardly
going to curse them! Balak is not a happy man after this for Balaam blessed the
people instead of cursing them.

Let's try again. Balak is persistent - he wants his curse. Off they go to Zophim.
The sacrifices offered, Balaam goes a distance away to seek the Lord. "God is
not a man that he should lie," says Balaam. What do you mean? God keeps
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His covenant with His people and as He promised so He will perform. I cannot
curse these people and it is as simple as that! In that case don't curse or bless,
says Balak.

Third time? This time the desperate group go off to Peor. If nothing else they
are persistent, but what an arrogant spirit drives them on. Balaam still thinks he
may be able to curse the people and Balak is not giving up. He changed tactics
and instead of resorting to sorcery looked towards the wilderness and the Spirit of
God came upon him. A vision reveals Israel as a great and mighty nation, greater
than the Amalekites. This final blow filled Balak with anger and he sent Balaam
home empty-handed.

True prophecy from a false prophet! The last fling Balaam had against Balak
is remarkable. Please read again verses 15-24. There is the Messiah (24: 17), with
all Israel's enemies destroyed - Moab, Edom, Amalek, the Kenites. Balak had
enough and went home and Balaam did the same. The conspiracy faHed and so
will all opposition to the Church of Jesus Christ. Matthew 16:18 says, "the gates
of hell shall not prevail against it" (the Church).

Israel knew nothing about this activity until some time later. God is fighting
battles for us behind the scenes, directing guardian angels to fly to our rescue, and
the wicked serve the Lord unwittingly. At the last day, "Many will say to me in
that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have
cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I
profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity"
(Matthew 7:22-23).

BALAAM'S RETALIATION

Moses does not tell us the complete story at this time, but we learn of Balaam's
part in Israel's harlotry later in chapter 31: 16. The false prophet, furious with his
failure to curse Israel and collect his fee, turned on Israel in a more subtle way.
The old temptation of man and woman never fails, and it was not long before
sacrifice to false gods became more "involved". One man brought a Midianite
woman home, even after the instructions to kill anyone who fraternised with Baal
of Peor. Christian, fear Satan's smile more than his frown!

God's acts quickly. People think God will not mind if they disobey His
commands, pleading He is a God of love. Over the past months almost endless
instruction came from God to the people about cleanliness and separation, yet no
sooner have they defeated Og and Sihon than their eyes turn to Moab. Unknown
to them, God had preserved them from Moab's curse but their response was sin,
and we know Balaam directed the fanning of the lustful flame. They soon found
God acts quickly, for all the leaders, judged to be responsible for not controlling
the people, died in daylight as examples to the people. It appears one man brought
a Midianite woman into the camp while the people wept, and a plague broke out.
It does not say so here, but Psalm 106, verses 28-31 confirms.
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Phinehas acts quickly. Phinehas, the new high priest's son, saw the effect of
the plague and, taking ajavelin, rushed through the camp, killing the man and the
woman. Zirnri, the guilty rebel (25:14) defied God and took Cozbi (25:15) and
they both died, but not before 24,000 of their compatriots fell to the plague. The
Lord noted Phinehas' action for "[Phinehas] had made atonement for the people"
(25: 13), resulting in a lasting priesthood for his descendants.

Lessons to learn. (I) God is not mocked and sometimes acts swiftly in
judgement. (2) Your act of disobedience may cause untold distress to many more.
Zirnri's lust cost the lives of 24,000 Israelites. (3) Phinehas stood for his
convictions and God honoured him and his descendants. (4) By listening to
Balaam, the five kings of the Midianites died in battle, with Balaam the instigator
(see chapter 31 :8). The long arm of God's justice caught up with Balaam. (5)
Infamous characters turn up later in history, as old sins surface, and the Church at
Pergamos (Revelation 2: 14) stood condemned for "holding the doctrine of
Balaam", which was to put a stumbling block before the children ofIsrael through
his pawn, Balak.

Christian friend, if you start down a path that is unbiblical, there is no telling
where you will end. John Bunyan wrote of Bypath Meadow, the better-looking
footpath, which, sadly, led to Doubting Castle and Giant Despair!

---e---

• THE TRUE GOSPEL NOT A YEA AND
NAY GOSPEL •

Dr. ROBERT HAWKER (1753-1827)

[Much has been written in evangelical papers and magazines this year against
those ofus who do not believe in what is called "the free offer of the Gospel". We
have been charged with "not preaching the gospel properly" or even with "not
preaching the Gospel at all".

In most cases the implication has been that this view has been confined to
Strict Baptists connected with the Gospel Standard magazine. (Of course, the
controversy over William Huntington has brought in some of the old
Independents.) But the fact that in the past no Strict Baptists (whether connected
with our magazine or not) believed in the free offer has been largely ignored.

However, there seems to have been no mention of Dr. Robert Hawker. Dr.
Hawker was a well-known and very popular Church of England clergyman,
whose writings were extensively circulated. Consistently he set his face against
offers of the Gospel. In this Dr. Hawker had a very large following in the
Established Church. After his death the stand he took was continued by Dr. David
Doudney (l811-1893) who,for fifty-three years, contendedfor the same truths as
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Dr. Hawker in the Gospel Magazine. This magazine was very influential, and it
appears that in the last century there were numerous ministers in the Church of
England who held the same views as Hawker and Doudney, and whose writings
appeared in the Gospel Magazine:S pages.

The following is part of a tract written by Dr. Hawker entitled "The True
Gospel Not a Yea and Nay Gospel" - "ylie W Fulton.}

I AM charged with being at variance with Christ and His apostles in that I have
asserted the true Gospel is no "yea and nay Gospel". In my defence I assert that I
am herein in perfect harmony both with Christ and His apostles, their preaching
being wholly and altogether the same. And moreover I add yet further that in their
example the preachers of the Gospel find no authority whatever to make offers
or invitations in an indiscriminate manner to sinners in general, neither do the
Scriptures furnish a single instance. ...

Now for my proofs: The first portrait of Christ on this subject may be taken
from the view of Him which the evangelist has drawn while preaching His first
discourse in the Jewish synagogue. It may be called indeed His ordination
sermon. Luke relates it with beautiful simplicity (chapter 4). In this sermon Christ
first preached generally before the multitude in which He declares the authority
of His mission, His qualifications to it from the anointing of the Spirit, the office
He came to sustain of preaching to the poor, healing the broken-hearted, and the
like; the several acts of grace He came to perform and by the performance of
which His Person and Messiahship were to be known. He then returned the book
to the minister and sat down. And while the eyes of all that were in the synagogue
were fastened on Him, He began to say to them, "This day is this Scripture
fulfilled in your ears".

Now let the reader observe on this preaching of Christ, here is not a single word
of invitation from Jesus to the congregation from beginning to end, neither
invitations nor offers. Jesus simply states the outlines of His Gospel and no more.
Surely had it been the intention of Christ, or had it corresponded to the purport of
His ministry, to have held forth general promises indiscriminately to all sinners,
there never could have been a finer opportunity for it. It was a Sabbath day. A
large congregation no doubt was assembled. But not a word in the way of offer or
invitation through the whole dropped from His sacred lips.

But it is not enough in support of my argument to show this. This sermon of
Christ proves yet further that it never was in the plan of Christ's preaching to
make general offers to sinners indiscriminately. Let the reader attend to what
follows in this discourse of Christ and he will find what I say to be true. For we
are told that while Jesus spoke in a general way of simply showing what the great
features of His Gospel were, the whole congregation were delighted, and all bare
Him witness and wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out of His
mouth. Thus far all was well, for there was nothing, while Jesus thus preached in
a general way, for the free-willers and the Pharisees of that age to take umbrage
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at. It fared then with this divine Teacher as it fareth now with faithful preachers
from among men, as long as the preaching is confined to general truths, no
offence for the most part will be taken by the multitude. But with them as with
their Master - if at any time from general truths they proceed to speak in a
particular application of them, no free-will hearers will brook free grace
preaching. And thus it fared with Jesus Himself on this very occasion. For as soon
as He began to make application from the general truths He had laid down to
special, personal and discriminating cases and instanced in those of Naaman and
the widow of Zidon, we are told that all the synagogue was full of wrath and rose
up and thrust this divine Preacher out of the city and would have slain Him.

Let us pass on and take another portrait of our Lord while preaching. Look at
Him during His sermon on the mount. Here we are told was a great multitude also
assembled. Upon all which occasions Jesus spoke of general truths, and through
this whole discourse there is not a single instance of one offer or one invitation.
And although it was a long discourse, yet it is wholly confined to the office of
teaching. And what is said of this sermon may be said more or less of every
sermon of Christ which He delivered in the audience of the people; all are in a
general way. For if at any time upon those occasions the Lord did make a special
and particular application of His subject, it was always personal or in reference to
certain dispositions of the mind which, as He who knows the heart knew that
those to whom He addressed Himself possessed, they were of those the Father
hath given to Him, and as He called them "His sheep which knew His voice".
Many instances of this kind we have recorded by the Evangelist, such as the case
of Matthew, Zacchaeus, and the like. But these are so far from affording authority
to say that Christ made general offers and invitations indiscriminately to all, that
they prove most decidedly to the contrary, being wholly special and personal. ...

While speaking to the multitude at large, our Lord's preaching was invariably
in general terms. And if even upon any of those occasions the Lord spoke in a
special, personal manner to any of His people whom He saw among the throng,
His address to them was accompanied with certain marks of character by which
His invitations to them should be known. As, for example, in His general
discourse we hear Him saying, "I am the Bread of life; he that cometh to Me shall
never hunger", etc.; "I am the Light of the world; he that followeth Me shall not
walk in darkness", etc. But when to those or the like general expressions the Lord
was pleased at any time to add special invitations to His people, the words
themselves implied the persons Jesus had in view, and for whom they were
intended. As for example, "Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest". Here we discover the corresponding affections in His
people wrought by grace within, answering to the call without. The invitation is
to them that labour and are heavy laden under the burden of sin, and that thirst
after Christ from a sense of the want of Him; but how is this suited to the case of
those who hold forth an unqualified invitation and promise to all? Christ Himself
has drawn the line of distinction between those cases as luminous as if written
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with a sunbeam. Of the one He saith, "All that the Father giveth me shall come
unto me"; "My sheep hear my voice and I know them, and they follow me". Of
the others Jesus saith, "Why do ye not understand my speech? Even because ye
cannot hear my word." "Ye believe not because ye are not of my sheep, as I said
unto you," etc.

From the portraits of Christ's personal ministry taken under different views, let
us now proceed to examine what were the leading features in the same department
of conduct in His apostles, and sure I am that we shall still find one and the same
trait of character distinguishing the servants as was observable in the Master. To
begin at their ordination, when Jesus sent forth His twelve disciples to the
ministry, their general commission was to teach and to preach and to heal the sick
and the like, and the Lord then limited their office to the house of Israel. "Go not
in the way of the Gentiles". But in all those directions which occupy the whole
chapter, not a single word of invitation or offer is in itfrom beginning to end. And
when the Lord sent other seventy also (Luke 10), besides those general statements
nearly as before, the Lord added a very blessed direction for their observance, in
the event of which they should discover His people from the rest: "Into
whatsoever house ye enter, first say, Peace be to this house; and if the Son of
peace be there your peace shall rest upon it; if not it shall turn to you again." Was
this discriminating grace, or was it not? Did Jesus, when He gave this command,
or the apostles when they received it, know there was nothing wanting but a man's
will to the being saved? On the contrary, did not the Lord mean, and His disciples
clearly understand, by the expression of their peace resting where the Son of
peace was found, similar to what followed Paul's preaching afterwards at
Antioch, that "as many as were ordained to eternal life believed"?

From the ordination of the apostles, let the reader follow their footsteps in
the exercise of their ministry during the whole time the Lord continued among
them, and let him examine closely if he can discover a single offer or illvita
tion given by those faithful followers of the Lord indiscriminately to all. 1 have
looked with carefulness on this ground and cannot find an iota leading to the
conclusion....

Following the memoirs of those servants of Jesus after His return to glory, if
we trace the history of their ministry through the Acts we find the same line of
conduct running like a golden thread through the whole. The Lord had now
extended their commission to go out into all the world and preach the Gospel to
every creature, but their ministry was still confined to preach to all, not to invite
all; to hold up Christ, not to offer Christ. To preach the Gospel and to proclaim
salvation in the audience of all sinners wheresoever they came, this was the
apostles' province, and the same will all faithful servants of the Word do now who
are ordained by the Holy Ghost. ... Moses himself went no further. He lifted up
the serpent as commanded as a type of Christ, that the bitten Israelite might look
upon it and live. But we read of no offers nor persuasions. Neither did the apostles
in their general preaching....
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• RESIGNED TO HIS WILL •

My times of sorrow and of joy,
Great God, are in Thy hand,
My choicest comforts come from Thee,
And go at Thy command.

If Thou shouldst take them all away,
Yet would I not repine;
Before they were possessed by me,
They were entirely Thine.

Nor would I drop a murmuring word,
Though the whole world were gone;
But seek enduring happiness
In Thee and Thee alone!

What is the world, with all its store?
'Tis but a bitter sweet;
When I attempt to pluck the rose,
A prickly thorn I meet.

Here perfect bliss can ne'er be found,
The honey's mixed with gall;
Midst changing scenes and dying friends,
Be Thou my All in All.

Benjamin Beddome (1717-1795)

---e---

• FIVE REASONS WHY PRAYER
MUST BE ANSWERED •

GEORGE MULLER

I ASKED, "Will you please give me your reasons for this confident faith?" "Yes,"
said he, "I believe my prayers will be answered because I have fulfilled these
five conditions:

First. "I have no shadow of doubt in praying for their salvation, knowing as I do
that it is the Lord's will they should be saved, for He would 'have all men to be
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saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth' (1 Timothy 2:4), 'and this is
the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will,
He heareth us' (l John 5:14).

Second. "The second reason is, I have never pleaded for their salvation in my own
name, but in the all-worthy name of my precious Lord Jesus (John 14:14), that is,
on the ground of His merit and worthiness, and on that alone.

Third. "The third reason is, I have always believed in the ability and willingness
of God to answer my prayers (Mark 11:24).

Fourth. "The fourth reason is, that I have not allowed myself in known sin, for
'if I regard iniquity in my heart the Lord will not hear me' ( Psalm 66: 18).

Fifth. "The fifth reason is, that I have continued in believing prayer for over fifty
two years, and shall so continue until the answer is given. Luke 18:7: 'Shall not
God avenge His own elect, whjch cry day and night unto Him?' "

And surely this has made the difference between George Muller and tens of
thousands of God's dear children. Whenever the Lord showed him that it was His
will he should pray, he continued in prayer until the answer came.

GOD DID IT

A well-known evangelist relates the following incident: I fIrst went to America
many years ago, with the Captain of a steamer who was one of the most devoted
men I ever knew.

When off the coast of Newfoundland he said to me: "Mr. Inglis, the last time I
crossed here five weeks ago, something happened which revolutionised the whole
of my Christian life.

"We had George Muller of Bristol on board. I had been on the bridge for
twenty-four hours and never left it. George Muller came to me and said, 'Captain,
I have come to tell you I must be in Quebec Saturday afternoon'. 'It is
impossible,' I said. 'Very well, if your ship cannot take me, God will find some
other way - I have not broken an engagement in fifty-seven years. Let us go down
into the chart-room and pray.'

"I looked at that man of God and thought to myself, 'What lunatic asylum can
that man have come from? I never heard such a thing as this!'

" 'Mr. Muller,' 1said, 'do you know how dense this fog is?'
" 'No,' he replied, 'my eye is not on the density of the fog, but on the living

God, who controls every circumstance of my life.'
"He knelt down and he prayed one of the most simple prayers. When he had

fInished I was going to pray, but he put his hand on my shoulder and told me not
to pray. 'First, you do not believe He will, and second, I believe he has and there
is no need whatever for you to pray about it.'
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"I looked at him and George MUller said, 'Captain, I have known my Lord for
fifty-seven years and there has never been a single day that I have failed to get an
audience with the King. Get up Captain and open the door and you will find the
fog is gone.'

"I got up and the fog was indeed gone. On Saturday afternoon George MUller
was in Quebec for his engagement."

---e---

• BOOK REVIEWS •

Editor's Note: We live, regretfully, in a day when most evangelicals have abandoned the Authorised
(King James) Version of the Bible. Rather, therefore, than ceasing to review most books, we try to warn
readers by stating if the book uses another version of the Bible. The position of the Gospel Magazine
remains true to the AV as the best text and translation, in beautiful and formative English. That we
name another translation does not mean we endorse it.

Sovereign Grace - Past and Present. Edited by lan Potts. Lulu Press Inc.
Obtainable from Christian Bookshop, asset, 21 Queen Street, Ossett, West Yorkshire
WF5 8AS. pp. 416 paperback. £ I0.00. ISBN 978 I 84728 097 8.

As the title suggests, this publication is a selection of sermons and writings from past and
present preachers on the subject of Sovereign Grace.Well-known names such as William
Tiptaft and J. C. Philpot have been chosen, along with current preachers, B.A. Ramsbottom
and Peter Meney. Although the generations reveal a difference in style, the enduring
doctrine remains the same. Eli Ashdown's text in Isaiah 55: 1-3 brings out the "glorious
Person He came into the world" as well as Don Fortner's quotation from the well known
hymn, "My hope is built on nothing less, than Jesu's blood and righteousness".

Perhaps the acknowledgements sum up the thinking behind the editor's collection. "But
greatest thanks goes to the sovereign Lord, who proclaimed the Gospel of Jesus Christ
from the beginning."

The book is well presented in good size, clear print, using the AY, but may have a limited
readership in the 21 st century. P.K.

Elizabeth Prentiss - "More Love to Thee". Sharon James. Banner of Truth
Trust. pp. 241, hardback. £ 15. ISBN 0 85151 9261.

This book ably retells the story of a 19th century American authoress who will be
unknown to many readers. Elizabeth Payson was born in 1818 in Portland, Maine, the
daughter of one Presbyterian minister, and married another, George Prentiss, in 1844.The
Prentisses enjoyed a happy marriage, despite vicissitudes, and Elizabeth supported her
husband in his various pastorates in New Bedford, Newark and New York. The loss of
two of her children in infancy strengthened her faith in the providences of God. George's
appointment to a professorship at the Union Theological Seminary in 1873 freed
Elizabeth's time to concentrate on her writing, which hitherto had taken second place to
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her duties as a pastor's wife and mother. However, never strong physically, she succumbed
to a severe bout of gastro-enteritis in 1878, just short of her 60th birthday.

Elizabeth comes over in Sharon james' account as an attractive personality, one
determinedly seeking to live a Christ-centred existence, whilst avoiding those pitfalls of
perfectionism into which some of her contemporaries lapsed. Such folk sometimes
receive a humorous treatment in her letters and diaries of which Mrs. james makes
copious use. Thus we learn of one lady who is so convinced of her perfection that during
her stay, "though she rose hours before breakfast, she never once came to prayers....The
idea appeared to be that she could not join in confession of sins." There is also the
gentleman who assures Elizabeth that he had not sinned for 25 years!

Some of her writings, including "Stepping Heavenward", the story of a young wife and
mother coming to a stronger faith through the trials of life, remain in print. However, Mrs.
james' account of them does not convince me that they would be found relevant by
young people growing into the Christian life in the very different circumstances of the
present day. Elizabeth was also an accomplished verse-writer and it is a matter of regret
to this reviewer that the lovely hymn, which provides the book with its sub-title, is found
in so few hymnals:

.. Once earthly joy I craved, sought peace and rest;
Now Thee alone I seek, give what is best.
This all my prayer shall be: More love, 0 Christ to Thee;
More love to Thee, more love to Thee!"

j.BD.

Gleanings From Paul, the Prayers of the Apostle. AW. Pink. The Banner
ofTruth Trust. pp. 496, hardback. £ 16.00. ISBN 0 85 151 923 7.

Get any book you can by A W. Pink, for they are all gold and worth possessing. They are
good to read for the newest Christian or by anyone who wishes to understand God's
Word, but of especial use to preachers. If you have a stubborn text, count yourself
fortunate if Pink commented on it. His meditations open up thoughts. I believe many a
sermon preached owes a debt to Pink. He is excellent, and so is the price of this book.

The thirty-three prayers of the Apostle include 5 from Romans, 4 from Corinthians, 10
from Ephesians,2 from Philippians, 3 from Colossians,7 from Thessalonians, and one each
from Timothy and Philemon. It speaks volumes that Hebrews 13:20,21 is not included.

E.M.

Galatians, an EP Study Commentary. Peter Barnes. The Evangelical Press.
pp. 368, hardback. £ 18.95. ISBN 085234 628 X.

I have known preachers amongst younger men who will not countenance any
commentary on Scripture later than about Spurgeon's time. It is true many of the older
commentaries were far more helpful than today's, especially as the old men knew where
they stood very accurately. But there are facts, studies, researches and skills which God
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E.M.

has given since. What is needed is discernment. By all means depend on the old books,
but read today's. Read with a quick eye to what is unworthy.

This book has very good introductory matter, well and clearly explained. Would you
understand "the new perspective" that has been sweeping the evangelical world this last
decade? Then it is dealt with here faithfully, as are other major matters.

The main part of the book is a commentary, based on the ESV but also the NKJY.This
is a major flaw. Today, price restricts comment space in publishing. I personally would like
most of the "Applications" at the end of sections removed, and replaced by more detailed
comments. Greek words are included, but not in such a way as to make the book
unintelligible to those who never had the opportunity to study it. There is a marked
preference for quoting Presbyterian writers, but members of other denominations also
have a tendency to know their own great men best, and some of the best commentators
over the centuries have been Presbyterians.This is a good book, with plenty of footnotes
at the end, but lacks a scripture reference index. E.M.

The Gospel of Free Acceptance in Christ. Cornelius P.Venema.The Banner
ofTruth Trust. pp. 352, hardback. £ 16.00. ISBN 0 85151 939 3.

When I walked into the Church of England bookshop in Great Smith Street, I was taken
aback at the number of books by N. T. Wright. They were clearly very influential, most
popular, and outselling the rest by far. By listening to debates on a website by American
clergy, I soon discovered that he has enormous vogue at both sides of the Atlantic.
He is lucid, very easy to follow, and says many really worthwhile things - but, but, other
things too. His present critique of the "covenant" being canvassed between evangelicals
and others in the Church of England, is a good example. Many of the things he says
are true.

The most influential part of his writings has been on "the new perspective" on St.
Paul. Not something that originated with Wright, but which he has popularized, like
Aldous Huxley popularized Darwin, say. Very briefly, it is saying Luther was not correct
in his view of Galatians, a view on which all Protestantism, and all evangelicalism has
been founded. Luther's great teaching was that the heart of the Gospel is our acceptance
in Christ by faith alone, or justification by faith alone. That was the mainspring of the
great Reformation, and is the power behind the vast expansion of the Church of
God worldwide. It is the heart of everything we believe. You and I were each saved
by it.

The new perspective is something other, and has deceived too many evangelicals,
making them unsure of the most basic tenet of the Gospel.To discover what that "other"
is, and to go away with a satisfying answer, read Professor Venema. He is clear, and
understands what we ought to believe, and also the new perspective, which we ought not
to believe.

His book divides into: Part one, the Reformation perspective on Paul; Part two, a new
perspective on Paul; and Part three, a critical assessment of the new perspective on Paul.
There is a bibliography and three indices, adding to the value of the work.
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P.J.

S.K.E.

A Chosen Few - talks on the history and impact of the
Independent Loyal Orange Institution. Published by Friends of the
Institution, PO Box 17, Ballyclare, Northern Ireland BT39 9WX. pp. 102, paperback. £7.95.
ISBN 0 9551545 2 9.

This is a most interesting book, presenting the history of the Independent Loyal Orange
Institution as detailed in a series of lectures and seminars presented during the centenary
year of 2003. The story of the Institution's foundation and its continuing witness, along
with the remarkable characters involved, makes fascinating reading.

Of particular interest is the life and work ofThomas Henry Sloan, Mp, an early Imperial
Grand Master, a man of great faith and remarkable energy and courage.

Alongside the historical "Orange" content are three lectures of a more general
religious nature, which will be of interest and relevance to all calling themselves
Protestant.

The book is attractively presented with a full colour cover showing an aerial view of
the Boyne and a collage of Orange snapshots and will prove valuable for ongoing
reference.

Evangelistic Calvinism - why the doctrines of grace are good news.
John Benton. Banner ofTruth. pp. 32, paperback. £ 1.50. ISBN 10 0 85151 929 6.

By "Evangelistic Calvinism" Benton means preaching the Gospel evangelistically from the
"five points of Calvinism" - total depraVity, unconditional election, limited atonement,
irresistible grace and the perseverance of the saints. The author convincingly shows how
the "doctrines of grace are five beautiful diamonds from which the glories of Jesus
wonderfully shine". Two quotes will give a taste of this well-written booklet. "If sinners
make their way to Jesus Christ they will soon discover the warmest of welcomes. They
are being 'drawn' to Christ by the Father. Far from being gatecrashers at the party of
God's salvation, they are nothing less than 'A-list guests' of his own choosing. Therefore
with such a cast-iron guarantee of God's welcome the doctrine of unconditional election
urges sinners to come to Christ."

What do Calvinists mean by "limited atonement"? "Limited atonement means a definite
atonement. It means that through the all-sufficient death of Jesus the sin of every believer
is blotted out once and for all. ... Jesus did not die to make salvation possible ... Jesus
actually secured the salvation of all His chosen ones ... limited atonement is good news
because it means that all who believe in Jesus are definitely saved."

John Benton, the author of several books, is the pastor of the Chertsey Street Baptist
Church, GUildford, in Surrey.

The Reformation - a Handbook. T. M. Lindsay. Banner of Truth. pp. 276,
paperback. £7.75. ISBN 10 0 85151 932 6.

First published in 1882, Lindsay, professor of the Free Church College, Glasgow, tells the
story of the Reformation in Germany, Denmark, Sweden, Switzerland, France, Holland,
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Scotland and England. In the final section, the author shows that the Reformation was a
revival of religion and comments on the political aspects of this movement. The book
ends with a useful explanation of the doctrinal principles of the Reformation and a most
helpful chronological summary.

Lindsay wrote, "The Reformation ... animated by the yearning to get near to God ...
sent believers to have fellowship with Him through the Bible, and to obtain pardon and
acceptance at His footstool, and swept away the barriers between the free sovereign
grace of God and the sinner which the mediaeval political church had erected". As a
result, "the Scriptures were the final test in controversies, pardon was spoken by God and
not man" and Christians rejoiced again, in "the spiritual priesthood conferred by God on
every believer".

The publication of this book is timely, as 2006 marked the 490th anniversary of Martin
Luther nailing his 95 Thesis to the door of the Wittenberg Church. We are indebted to
the Banner ofTruth for republishing this important book on the Reformation. May it have
a wide readership and prompt us to pray for reformation and revival in these times of
spiritual darkness.

Please obtain any books reviewed or advertised from your local Christian bookshop, as ]
we regretfully are not in a position to supply your requirements.

Matters to do with the contents of The Gospel Magazine should be sent to:

The Rt. Rev. E.dward Malcolm
15 Bridge Street, Knighton, Powys LD7 IBT.Te/. 01547528815.

Only subscriptions and advertisements should be sent to the Secretary
(details opposite).

FROM THE SECRETARY'S DESK
Thank you to all our readers who have renewed their subscription and
some who have given generous gifts. May I encourage others to renew promptly to
avoid a second reminder.

We are willing to send the Magazine to your friends at the same subscription
rate as a home address. Thank you to those who responded to the Editor's note.

Please remember Cheques and Postal Orders must be made payable to "The
Gospel Magazine" or the bank will not accept them. Please do not mail cash.

Peter King, Secretary


