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• EDITORIAL •

"] shall not be moved (Psalm 16:8)

Old Series
No. 2665

THIS Psalm, and 56 to 60 are all written by David in insecurity and danger, and
all have the obscure word Michtam in their titles. The best explanation is "a silent
prayer", when it is dangerous to utter a sound. The world bellows out these words
in groundless bravado. Our hearts pray them secretly in silence because we know,
"I have set the Lord always before me: because he is at my right hand", so it
follows logically, "I shall not be moved".

We owe a lot to J. C. Ryle, but what made him such an able minister of the
Word was the crash of his father's bank in 1841. He later wrote, "My father was
a wealthy man. He was a landed proprietor and a banker. I was the eldest son and
looked forward to inheriting a large fortune. I was on the point of entering
Parliament. I had all things before me until I was twenty-five, but it then pleased
God to alter my prospects in life through my father's bankruptcy.... We got up
one summer's morning with all the world before us, as usual, and went to bed that
evening completely and entirely ruined."

He said later that there was not a day in his life when he did not remember the
pain and humiliation. But "I had a firm and deep conviction that all was right,
though I could not see it and feel it at the time". Remember, Ryle had only been
converted four years before. What made Ryle so sure? Well, only the same steps
as had been experienced by David thousands of years before in this Psalm. You
look, in almost every half verse of this Psalm David speaks as a bold believer.
Ryle was a bold and decided Christian. I see Christians go through years of
trouble by compromise.

David starts by putting all his eggs in one basket, God, "my God". Have you
lost in the present banking crash? You say to God "Thou art my Lord". Ryle did,
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and was greatly blessed. What does David mean, "My goodness extendeth not to
thee"? Simply, "my welfare is not beyond or additional to thee". Tie your welfare
to God's. I had to read a statement where one of the female clergy said she had
been writing a book entitled God, and Her Survival in the Nuclear Age. Lady, He
will survive, but will you and your notions? Would you could see your welfare is
not additional to God's. You seem to think you'll outlast Him!

David delights himself in loyal and godly friends with noble characters. Those
who have hastened after another god, with all their nasty worship, he refuses. So
did Ryle, they both said, "The Lord is the portion of mine inheritance and my cup:
thou maintainest my lot". Have you? Then test yourself. Ryle, like David, could
say, "The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly
heritage", when life fell through. Can you?

Peter Masters, quoting a Spurgeon sermon preached in 1869:

"During the last two years, some of the most notable commercial reputations
have been hopelessly destroyed. Men in the great world of trade, who were
trusted, around whose characters there hovered no cloud of suspicion, nor
even the shade of doubt, have proved themselves reckless of honesty and
devoid of principle. The fiery trial has been too much for the wood, hay, and
stubble of many a gigantic firm." (That crisis was the collapse in 1866 of
Overend, Gurney and Co., the bankers' bank, through trading disgracefully.
Two hundred smaller banks were pulled down with it.)

(Supplied by a reader)

---e---

• THANKSGIVING DAY SERMON •

THE EDITOR

"Praise waitethfor thee, 0 God, in Sion: and unto thee shall the
vow be performed. 0 thou that hearest prayer, unto thee shall all flesh come"

(Psalm 65:1-2)

I DO not know about you, but I rebel when told to join in a day of prayer, or
fasting, or praise. I am inwardly unwilling. I am there in body, but holding back,
and the reasons are always the same.

Why should I? I do not feel like it. Then turn with me to the heading, "A Psalm
and Song of David". Why join in? Because a Psalm was formal, accompanied,
and used in worship. However, a Song was a Psalm, but also informal,
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unaccompanied and not always religious. That is what you need, to smg
spontaneously, let your heart go in praise, feel it!

Why should I? Because this Psalm is not tied to a particular historical incident.
True, some copies of the Greek version of the Psalms, the Septuagint, have in the
heading, "A Psalm of Jeremiah and Ezekiel which they taught to the Israelites
returning from Captivity". Others say it was when the angel of the Lord went out
into the Assyrian camp and eighty thousand besiegers died in one night. No one
is sure of the reason it was written, so do not feel inhibited. Use it now!

But why should I, since a man is telling me to? Well, David is that man, not a
minister in this building. Holy men of God in the Bible spake as they were moved
by the Holy Ghost. God is telling you to bring down that unseen, inward, refusal
barrier. Just let go, and praise.

Another reason is in the word "waiteth". It means literally "silent to thee". It
speaks of the solemn silence of the temple courts, the white robed priests and the
worshippers. In one sense you can praise silently, like "there was silence in
heaven about the space of half an hour". But we are not Quakers. It is not the best
to praise and thank God silently. "Silent to thee," or as Calvin says,
metaphorically, "be at rest", wait like a servant awaits the master's lightest
command. The idea is resignation to God's will. Give up your own rebellious will,
join in from the heart, say with the Lord Jesus, "Yea, I come to do thy will, 0 my
God". Accept!

"For thee, 0 God in Sion." Who will praise God but us? The world does not.
Why? Because "We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat", and that
altar is Jesus. All other altars are idolatrous inventions. What a privilege to praise
and thank God in Jesus.

Reason to praise piles on reason. "Unto thee shall the vow be performed." We
vowed to God to trust Him in giving us this building, and He did, J;l1ost
remarkably, by the sheer generosity of God's saints. Then we vowed to Him to
trust Him to complete what He had begun, and for nine years we have done so,
actively, and we now gather to thank Him that we have been given strength to
perform the vow. When we sing this from the Coverdale translation in the Prayer
Book, we sing "be performed in Jerusalem". Those two extra words are taken
out of the ancient Greek Jewish version of the Scriptures. This is our Sion,
our Jerusalem where our altar Jesus is. Let every stubborn will bow. Join in
full-hearted praise.

A seventh reason is in the words, "0 thou that hearest prayer". Tonight we
thank God for answering nine years of prayer and more. Can you not just
unbend this once, deny pride and humble yourself to genuine unbridled praise?
He has granted us our hearts' desire, and that when it appeared impossible. Friend,
if you do not give untrammelled praise tonight, then when will you between now
and eternity?

Another reason is, "unto thee shall all flesh come". We will come back to this
at the end.



40 The Gospel Magazine

Yet a ninth reason we hang back in praise is that "Iniquities prevail against me".
My heart tells me I am quite unworthy. I know things against myself that make
me keep my foot when I go into the house of God, and so not dare to step forward.
Literally "matters" or "words" of iniquity. As Coverdale translated it in the Prayer
Book, "my misdeeds prevail against me", they are too strong for us, His people.
They have overcome me, taken me prisoner. I fear that I shall return to my ways
later. Then how can I be hypocrite enough to praise God now? I hang my head in
shame at the remembrance.

Ab! But this is why we are so happy and dance and sing at heart, because we
are forgiven. The word "prevail" literally means "covered". That is why we
rejoice, because answered prayer proves forgiveness. We know God does not hear
the prayers of sinners, but he has heard ours. David rejoices in "covered" sin, and
he only had the blood of bulls and goats to cover his, but He saw Christ's day, like
Abr~m, and was glad. He saw the covering of sin in Messiah Jesus, far in the
future, but that made him so happy. Can you whose sins are forgiven in the Cross
not wholeheartedly rejoice in that covering? "As for our transgressions, thou shalt
purge them away."

The next reason for letting go is in the next four verses, the bigger picture,
"blessed is the man whom thou choosest and causest to approach unto thee". God
is calling us to join in without restraint. God comes out from the feasting and
dancing to call us in, to come and let go and dance and sing with us. "Therefore
his father came out and intreated him." Won't you let go wrath and forsake anger,
and stop inward refusal? Whoever will praise God if you do not? God is gently
wooing you, calling you in. Be blessed, come in!

Do you sometimes long for greater fellowship with God? If you obey tonight,
then "that he may dwell in thy courts" will be true of you. God's blessings have
no sorrow added, just the ever deepening joy of abiding. Why such a joy? Because
"we shall be satisfied with the goodness of thy house".

My heart says, what right have I to approach? God answers by reminding me
of my time in Egypt's slavery of sin. And His rescue when He did "terrible things
in righteousness". The idea is God rescued and shielded. It is about the plagues in
Egypt and deliverance.

David piles reason on reason to thank God publicly together. My heart objects,
with such terrible things going on in the world, how can I sit here and praise Him?
God answers my heart that He is "the confidence of all the ends of the earth". Just
for this hour forget them. Ye have the poor always with you. There is all the rest
of the week to remember them, "But me," says the Lord Jesus, "ye have not
always". Come, praise Jesus, let care go, let God be the confidence "of them that
are afar off upon the sea". We will praise God now.

You are safe to do so, for He "stilleth ... the tumult of the people". Let them
rage - He has them in complete control. Tonight, give yourself to unstinted
rejoicing. He knows how to crush their oppressors. They will be "afraid at His
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tokens". God, not you, "makest the outgoings of the morning and evening to
rejoice". Concentrate now on thanksgiving.

But the Psalmist reaches his subject at last in verse 9 to the end. Here is the
greatest reason for praise. It is the most wonderful picture of nature ever painted
with words. It is God's provision of harvest, and in that all God's manifold
mercies are included. But why should that be the greatest reason? Because
although this is the harvest thanksgiving Psalm we use annually, yet in fact that is
not so. How, you will say? Because it describes a scene of growth, of greenness,
of earlier in the year than harvest. The commentators say it is impossible to say
which feast the Jews used this for - First Fruits, Tabernacles or Harvest. Then
how does that make it the greatest reason to praise? Because our hearts always
have a suspicion things will yet go wrong, the slip twixt cup and lip. This praises
God for His bounty before it comes. So must we. Yes, we have not finished the
job, but this is the time when faith looks ahead in confident praise.

Come back with me one minute to, "unto thee shall all flesh come". John
Wesley was dying. Gathering all his strength he repeated twice, "The best of all,
God is with us!". He lay for some time exhausted. Someone wetted his parched
lips. "It will not do," he said, "We must take the consequences, never mind the
poor carcase." Pausing a little he cried, "The clouds drop fatness" (verse 12 of our
Psalm). Then, "The Lord of hosts is with us. The God of Jacob is our refuge." He
lay all night repeating those words in tones too low to catch properly. By morning
he was gone.

You see the reasons to praise? First, this body of sin, the "all flesh". where sin
holds sway, must take the consequences. But "unto thee shall all flesh come". It
means the Gospel will bring in the ends of the earth to our God. Then "thou
greatly enrichest it with the river of God". That replenishes the clouds so they
drop down fatness. That river (literally irrigation ditch) of God in the heavens,
gently waters the furrows, makes the hills and valleys rejoice. Do you not see, it
is always full - no worries over ecology like the world fears. No worries over
future provision. "They shout for joy, they also sing."

---e---

• FOR YOUNGER READERS •

C. MACKENZIE

TRUE LOVE IS FROM GOD

WE have a big tree in the middle of our back garden. If you came to visit in
September, you would recognise immediately that it was a plum tree because of
the beautiful fruit that it bears. In winter time it is not so easy to identify, because
the branches are bare, no leaves and no fruit.
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The Bible tells us that a Christian is known by his fruit. What kind of fruit could
that be? Galatians chapter 5 gives a whole list of the fruit of the Spirit. The first
on that list is Love.

Someone came to Jesus one day and asked Him what was the greatest
commandment. "The greatest is to love the Lord God with all your heart, and
soul and strength and mind," Jesus replied. "The second is to love your neigh
bour as yourself." Jesus summed up the Ten Commandments with the word
"love". Firstly we are to love God and then we are to love the people we come in
contact with.

Jesus told a story about the good Samaritan who put himself in danger and
went to a great deal of trouble to help a poor man mugged on a lonely road. He
showed true love to that man in need. Love is not just a feeling. True Christian
love means action.

1 Corinthians 13 gives a beautiful description of Christian love. If our lives are
to show this fruit of love then the description of love (or charity) would fit us. Are
we kind and long-suffering? Are we not envious? Are we modest - not wanting
to push ourselves ahead of others? Do we behave wisely, put others first, refuse
to take offence? Are our thoughts pure? Do we rejoice in what is true rather than
what is evil? Do we bravely put up with our difficulties? Do we believe the truth?
Is our life one of hope and trust in God, enduring hardship for the sake of the
Lord? That sort of behaviour is what God calls love. That is quite a list! How far
short we fall of God's standard.

But one person lived a completely fruitful life every day in every way - the
Lord Jesus Christ. He lived a life for us that we cannot live and He died for us too.
Jesus was so kind, healing the sick and teaching the ignorant. Jesus lived humbly
and simply. The Son of God did not push Himself forward or take advantage of
His true position. Jesus always behaved wisely. He always spoke the truth. No
evil word or thought ever came from Him.

Jesus Christ endured so much. He showed His love for us by dying on the cross
to pay the price for sin and rising again for our justification - to make us right
with God. We love Him because He first loved us. We show our love to God by
worshipping Him and loving our neighbour, taking care of the hungry, needy and
sick. "Inasmuch as ye have done it unto the least of these my brethren, ye have
done it unto me," said Jesus.

If someone looked at your life, would they recognise love, the fruit of the Spirit
in you?

BIBLE SEARCH

Find the words missing from the verses. If your answers are correct the initial
letters .will spell out a phrase connected to the story.

1. And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to _
works. Hebrews 10:24.
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2. rebuke is better than secret love. Proverbs 27:5.

3. Better is a of herbs where love is, than a stalled ox and hatred
therewith. Proverbs 15:17.

4. Love worketh no to his neighbour: therefore love is the
fulfilling of the law. Romans 13:10.

5. For God hath not given us the of fear; but of power and oflove
and of a sound mind. 2 Timothy 1:7.

6. Remembering without ceasing your work of faith and of
love and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 1Thessalonians 1:3.

7. He brought me to the banqueting house, and his banner me was
love. Song of Solomon 2:4.

8. Charity suffereth long and is kind; charity envieth not; charity _
not itself, is not puffed up. I Corinthians 13:4.

9. But love ye your and do good and lend hoping for nothing
again; and your reward shall be great. Luke 6:35.

---.---

• EMMAUS •

HANLEY MOULE, Bishop of Durham

Sermon preached in the English Church at Menaggio on the First Sunday
after Easter, 30th April 1905

"Two of them went that same day to a village called Emmaus" (Luke 24:13).

THE walk to Emmaus is one of those narratives of the Scripture in which the
utmost beauty of presentation and the utmost mental and spiritual significance lie
side by side upon the page. Or let us rather say that it is a story, a history, where
the beauty and the significance are not merely placed close to one another but
are intertwined with a profound and vital relation and connection; as in a few
moments we may remind ourselves.

Who that loves and ponders the holy Book at all has not lingered over the
charm of this wonderful idyll of St. Luke? We have seemed to see with our eyes
the two friends stealing from the city-gate under the sun of the early afternoon,
and setting out on their eight-mile walk, deep in a conversation - which itself is
evidence of anxiety and agitation, for Orientals seldom converse upon the road.
We follow them upon their path. It is not, as sometimes in pictorial art we see it
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represented, a lonely track over fields quiet with the Sabbath; for the Sabbath was
yesterday, and to-day the Passover multitudes are all abroad over the environs of
Jerusalem again. But fellow-passengers are forgotten by these two in their deep
preoccupation, till One accosts them, overtaking them from behind, and, after a
brief demur upon their side, He gets into the talk, and takes it by degrees into His
own lips, while they hang upon His words, mile after mile; till now the sun is
westering, and here is the village; and - see, the three pause at yonder doorway,
and then go in together. We linger near, till the shadows thicken; and now, behold,
two of the three come hastening out, with a strange light in their faces and a new
speed in their feet, and we lose sight of them as they go towards Jerusalem again.

For Cleopas and his friend have met the Lord, and have listened to Him till their
hearts began to burn, and at last, at supper, they have known Him - and are gone
off at once to communicate their almost intolerable joy.

Yes, it is a tale told with a beauty passing literary analysis, for alike the matter
and the manner breathe of that mysterious region where meet eternity and time,
the supernatural and the natural, man and God. The diction moves without an
effort. Never for a moment is there the semblance of an ambition after what we
call effect. Yet the artless picture has carried us where the highest art has tried in
vain to climb. It has shown us incarnate and risen Deity in familiar converse with
two ordinary mortal men; and all falls into beautiful place and scale; we see, we
hear, without any difficulty; the scene rests easy and compassable in the hands of
our imagination.

Now just here lies that profound intertexture of beauty and significance to
which I alluded just now. For the charm of this immortal story lies largely in the
strange facility with which, in it, the supernatural comes upon us in all its mystery
and majesty, literally walking and talking with the natural. To depict such a
converse has been the attempt not seldom of literary genius; but where has it
succeeded? [I owe the suggestion of this paragraph to a noble sermon by the
Archbishop of Armagh.] Shakespeare has assuredly failed in Hamlet. Scott
himself admits that he has failed in The Monastery. But St. Luke succeeds. Was
he, from the human view-point, a greater master of imaginative painting than
Shakespeare, than Scott, than Virgil, than Milton? Assuredly not. But if not, how
shall we account for his literary triumph? By one reasonable solution only - a
solution as simple as possible on the one side, as profound and far-reaching as
possible upon the other. The masters of literature had to create their material. St.
Luke found his ready to his hand. It was their task to compose a scene. It was his
to record a veritable incident. The ghost in Hamlet was an effort of the fancy.
The risen God of Emmaus was fact supreme. And where the literary Raffaelle
failed to make his canvas look like reality, the less accomplished hand of the
photographer-Evangelist had only to register the tranquil and benignant wonder
of the walk and talk of the Risen One with His friends.

The story thus carries deep within it a self-evidencing power. It exists only
because that which it presents to us is fact. Its artless, inimitable, unencumbered
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beauty does something, rightly seen, immeasurably more than please the mind; it
is capable of reassuring it to its depths, and of lifting it out of I know not what
perplexities of mere thought into a certainty, as reasonable as it is believing, that
Jesus died and rose again. And when we are sure of that, and take it home, what
do we not possess?

Thus regarded, the Emmaus walk begins to carry to us its wealth of messages,
all full of "everlasting comfort and good hope through grace". Set out with the
deliberate assurance that this one narrative of the Gospels is firm with the texture
of indissoluble fact; let that assurance sink into the soul; water it with reflection,
and above all with prayer; give it time to tell its tale to the inmost being - and
what may it not be worth to our faith, our hope, our love, in these days of trial for
them all?

Consider, with the utmost conciseness, in the way of merest reminder or
suggestion, just two of the oracles of peace which meet us at Emmaus.

1. Behold a Lord and Saviour, at once glorious with His finished Sacrifice for
our sins and His absolute victory over our death, and the Companion, at once
Divine and entirely human, of His least conspicuous follower. Ponder that
wonderful characteristic of the Christ of God - that His "delights are with the sons
of men". Only about twelve hours ago He overcame death, overwhelmed it in
victory, and took to Him what the Epistle to the Hebrews calls "the power of His
indissoluble life". Will not an achievement so immeasurable lift Him into a
remote and lonely majesty? No; He cannot keep away from the disciples who, two
days before yesterday, had all run away from Him and left Him to die. He must
have their company. It is home and hearth to Him. He does immensely more than
condescend to them; He loves them, and with that sort of love which wants and
requires a close companionship; which takes pains and lays loving stratagems to
win it, and enjoy it when it is done.

2. Consider next the surprising witness of this narrative to the mysterious
greatness of the Bible. We live in a day when legitimate literary inquiry has
somewhat suddenly distorted itself into a view towards the Divine Book which
would leave us, if it were true, instead of an ordered structure of Revelation, a
heap of historical and religious ruins. But that was not the view of the Risen God
of the Emmaus road, who spent the hour in expounding to them the Scriptures.
And He surely occupied a better point of sight than antiquarian conjecture now
can claim, from which to view the origination and shaping of the Scriptures. To
Him, fresh from eternity, transcendent, the Prince of Life, that growth appeared
ordered all along by a Divine reference to Himself. For its ultimate Author, in His
judgment, it had no one less than His Father. For its inmost theme all along it had
nothing less than Himself, Messiah, incarnate, suffering, risen again.

My brethren, let us often traverse in heart the reaches of the Emmaus road, and
enter the door at its end, and take a humble seat at the evening table there. Let us
echo continually the "Abide with us" of Cleopas and his friend spoken to their
mysterious but ah, so accessible Companion and Instructor.
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When the mind is tempted, perhaps with even unspeakable misgivings, let us
leave the stifling chamber of our own troubled cogitations, and walk into that
open air and rest in presence of the fact of such a Saviour. Here He stands
and walks before us really risen, actually and supremely living, and moreover
personally guaranteeing to us with His own voice the trustworthiness of the
Book of hope and heaven; giving it back to us with His own hand, and saying,
"Take and read".

And when the heart is faint with grief; when change and losses, actual or
impending, gather upon the poor vulnerable soul; when the solitudes of life, never
deeper than in its crowds make their chill felt within us: when,

"Clouds in the evening sky more darkly gather
And shattered wrecks like thicker on the strand",

then let us get us out again into that open air of the Palestinian fields. Behold there
a Companion infinitely companionable. He is acquainted perfectly with grief and
He is able to radiate from Himself a joy unspeakable by the sheer fact of His
existence and His saving love. Seek, and retain His company; you will be very
welcome there, and you shall never be alone, till in the eternal Emmaus He
withdraws, for you too, His veil, and you see Him as He is.

---e---

• KINGDOM EDUCATION •

D. L. FRY (Mudgee, NSW, Australia)

EDUCATION is commonly regarded as both the gateway to earthly success and
the panacea for all human problems. Teaching has been defined as "helping a
pupil to learn" with "variety dispelling boredom"!

In the New Testament Jesus is called Master (AV) from Didaskalos (Gk) and
meaning Teacher (NIV). His followers, disciples from Mathetes (Gk) meaning
pupils, students. His first formal "School", commonly called the Sermon on the
Mount (Matthew chapters 5, 6 and 7) concluded with His hearers being
astonished, "For he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes".

These "scribes", linked mostly with the academic politicians called Pharisees,
conducted classes in the Law of Moses, Prophets and Writings we call the Old
Testament. They come in for some heavy criticism from Christ in Matthew 23.
However, our Lord uses them in concluding His parables of the Kingdom in
Matthew 13:52: "Every scribe which is instructed unto the kingdom of heaven is
like unto a man that is an householder, which bringeth forth out of his treasure
things new and old."

So, Kingdom education is Old as well as New - Old and New Testaments,
God's covenants from Eden to the New Earth, from Creation to "the times of
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restitution of all things" (Acts 3:21). Sadly, today, educationalists seem to err on
one side or the other; promoting the Old or the New instead of maintaining the
balance dictated by common sense and by Scripture. An old axiom on the
relationship between the Old and New Testaments still holds true: "The New is in
the Old concealed; the Old is in the New revealed".

An equation which may help in the understanding of apparent biblical
contradictions: "Data is not Information is not Knowledge is not Wisdom."

Not only is the Lord Jesus Christ the Master Teacher, the Holy Spirit teaches
"all things, and bring[s] all things to your remembrance" (John 14:26) what Jesus
has taught us, but the only professional qualification for ministers is the ability to
teach! (l Timothy 3:2).

---e---

• DISORDER IN THE PULPIT
AND THE ORDINATION OF WOMEN •

Mrs. JACKIE ALNOR

(With acknowledgements to Belmont Publications, 2003)

HOW has the position of women in the church gone from the virtuous Victorian
doormat to the liberated female suffragette? Has the church simply followed the
secular spirit of the age? Where is the scriptural balance?

These are questions that face every born-again, Spirit-filled Christian woman
as she tries to be all that she can be for the glory of her Lord Jesus Christ in
today's world. There is so much for her to have to sort out to come to the biblical
balance. If she truly loves the Lord she does not want to look at Scriptures just to
find a proof-text for her opinion - but she wants to allow the Bible to form her
views, regardless of how that might affect her.

In my early Christian walk I determined to know my limits and to be true to
God's Word, even if it meant wearing a bonnet and taking up knitting. Thank God
it didn't come down to that! I chose to listen to my teacher, the Holy Spirit, who
would lead me into all truth. I wanted the mind of Christ (and still do) on
everything. Personal ambition had to be stopped dead in its tracks, no matter how
many people wanted to elevate me to where the Lord would not send me.

I found out soon on that in order to fit into either of the extremes regarding
women in ministry, I would be left with haunting questions from God's Word
concerning my position. It was a "Catch-22" situation. I would be under
condemnation either way. If I chose to enter a seminary and find a group that
would ordain me to pastor a church, I would have a big struggle with what the
Apostle Paul said in 1 Corinthians 14.34: "Let your women keep silence in the
churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak." But if I took that to mean
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that as a woman I had no right to witness, to reprove or rebuke a man, I would be
under heavy conviction from the words of Jesus who told us to, "Go ye therefore,
and teach all nations ... teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you". Wow! I thought the Great Commission applied to all believers.

After much prayer and Bible study and maturing in Christ I found that the truth
lies somewhere in the middle. In the true Body of Christ, God's order must prevail
or confusion follows. Women in charge of men is not in keeping with order. Men
need to counsel men and women counsel women. When you mix the order,
temptation and stumbling blocks enter in. Women must be biblically literate to
serve their roles in the church. Nothing's worse than to go to women's retreats to
focus on making crafts and overcoming PMS. We too need the meat of the Word
of Christ and how it applies to our lives as well as studying sound doctrine.

What's happening in the church today is the pendulum effect responding to an
errOI: by running to the opposite extreme, thereby creating an equal error. In an age
of women's liberation, attention was drawn to some of the struggles women have
in our society. Some of the conditions needed attention, such as women doing
equal work as men and being paid less money. In many churches, women were
not allowed to sit with the men and their views were not welcomed. They were
expected to leave theological studies to the men and keep to the milk of the Word,
leaving the meat for their men to sort out.

When churches tried to correct their error and open ministry to women as
they should under biblical guidelines, feminists reared up, having selfish
ambition, wanting recognition and full authority! To this day ordained women
seek titles for themselves, whereas true women of God will serve the church as
their spiritual gifts fill the needs that arise. They are under male authority, but
the "Christian" suffragette usurps male leadership and seeks equal positions of
authority or in extreme cases, an end to male leadership in exchange for a new
spiritual matriarchy.

This problem is not restricted to liberal denominations. It may have begun
there, but in the USA the spirit of the age has no boundaries. The two extremes
exist throughout the church and are rampant in Pentecostal/Charismatic circles.
Two of the largest Pentecostal denominations, the Assemblies of God and the
Church of the Foursquare Gospel, had ordained women pastors from the start.
That has resulted in female domination of some congregations which the
Scriptures clearly forbid.

BIBLE ORDER

The Apostle Paul gives us the proper order of the sexes in the 11th chapter of
1 Corinthians. And he starts the chapter with the admonition, "Be ye followers of
me, even as I also am of Christ . . . remember me in all things, and keep the
ordinances, as I delivered them to you". He follows with his argument from
nature and the order of the creation of man. These clear words of Scripture are
declared by feminists and their defenders to be merely "cultural opinions" of Paul
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and that they do not apply to our modern age. Paul may have used the symbol of
a head- covering that women wore in those days as a type of female submission
to male leadership, but that does not nullify the truth of what he was trying
to convey.

"But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; and the head
of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God" (l Corinthians 11:3).
Here in one verse is God's order of the sexes. Women in the church must be under
male spiritual authority, which is a place of honour where God can put the
woman's gifts to use in building up the Body of Christ. It is no dishonour to look
to men for leadership! Paul reiterates: "For this cause [God created first woman
taken from man] ought the woman to have power on her head because of the
angels (verse 10).

Because of the angels? Now, there's a mystery! And a statement that prevents
any honest woman from trying to wriggle out of God's ordained order of things.
We may not know how the angels fit into the "battle of the sexes" but we know
they're watching and are somehow affected by what goes on. This is serious,
heavenly business. And, God's order of the sexes is His way of building the
church and conforming us into the image of His Son, Jesus Christ. The feminists
in the church are in rebellion against God and the angels take notice!

FEMINIST SCRIPTURE TWISTING

What may seem so clear to an honest woman of God when she reads Scripture,
can be turned upside-down onto its head by feminists with personal ambitions
determining their interpretation of God's Holy Word. They will use their favourite
proof texts to justify their position, while totally ignoring the Scriptures that
condemn their views. And when confronted with those Scriptures, they many
times resort to attacking the Word of God or the Apostle Paul, calling him a
chauvinist that started out as a woman hater but changed his views towards the
end of his ministry.

In an official brochure of the International Church of the Foursquare Gospel,
called Women in Ordained Leadership Ministry, the denomination defends their
founder, Aimee Semple-McPherson. Their very existence depends upon their
justification since without her they would not exist. "Sister McPherson based her
right to preach on the prophecy of JoeI2:28-29 and the example of Bible women,"
and they conclude: "This text's encouragement of women to minister has
served as a biblical basis for our own (and many other denominations) to include,
rather than exclude, women from leadership ministry." But does this Old
Testament passage in Joel cancel out the clear verses regarding authority in the
church? "I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy ... and also upon the servants and upon the handmaids
in those days will I pour out my spirit" This does not even touch the subject of
leadership in the church!
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Another favourite passage from such ambitious women is Galatians 3.28:
"There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither
male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus." Again, where do they get their
assignment to lead men in the church from this? To say this verse gives them their
divine orders to undermine God's order on male leadership is to pervert God's
Word. Just because we are one in Christ, it does not mean that we fail to recognize
the order of Creation. Remember the angels?

The verses the liberal theologians cite to defend their unbiblical position are the
same ones that demonstrate the need for women to participate in the ministry of
the church under male leadership. These verses counter, most powerfully, the
opposite extreme of women being seen as second-class heavenly citizens.

Jacob Prasch has pointed out that, since the Garden of Eden, women have been
more sensitive to the evil spiritual realm than men. And they are equally more
sensitive than men to the still small voice of the Holy Spirit. Because of their
"women's intuition" as some would call it, they need good biblical grounding, and
the help of man's more cautious and strong emotional natures to sort out the
source of their inspiration. A woman with no male authority is more vulnerable to
deceiving spirits due to her own tendencies toward over-emotionalism!

TESTING THE FRUIT

The feminist movement in our age has set about to change and pervert man's
natural inclination to pamper and protect women. The same attack against our
God-given natures is being waged by the homosexual lobbies who often team up
with the feminists (both in and out of the church) in a conspiracy to eradicate
God-given norms of order of the sexes.

The result is a desensitizing of the consciousness of the masses of the people
to where they can no longer see clearly how perverted their world-view has
become! What an attack on our male-female relationships! The devil has been
successful in corrupting our roles in society and he is succeeding in doing the
same in the church.

The fruit is men have less and less respect for ladies. Rare now is a man
who opens the car door for his date or pays without expecting something in
return. Women compete with their husbands instead of supporting them in their
work. Women are suffering from a disaster that they created themselves by
listening to the masculine feminists and wondering why they are now treated
roughly and never pampered!

The fruit in some denominations is weak men and power hungry women who
want to climb the corporate church "business" ladder to success and serve on the
"boards" of their denominations and give a boost to other "marginalized" persons
such as homosexuals, lesbians, and trans-gendered perverts! (TV, News, etc.).

A prime example of the sort of perversity gaining ground in the church is the
ministry of Tony Campolo. Campolo is one of Bill Clinton's spiritual advisors. He
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is on the Board of Eastern College in Pennsylvania (a Christian liberal arts
college) and an ordained American Baptist minister. His wife, Peggy Campolo, is
an advocate for the acceptance of homosexual marriage and is a frequent key-note
speaker at "Christian" homosexual rallies. She wrote the forward to a book, From
Wounded Hearts (an anthology written by many "gay Christians" sharing their
struggle for acceptance within the church of Jesus Christ). Of course, repentance
for their sin of homosexuality will not be found in any of their testimonies!

Even though her husband does not agree with her on the subject of accepting
homosexual marriage unions, her perverse world-view has coloured his to the
point where he, too, will twist the clear passages against homosexuality to say
something they don't say: "There is no question that when Christ came and when
Peter preached, purity codes were set aside." Tony Campolo said at the North
Park College on 29th February 1996, in reference to passages in the 18th and 20th
chapters of Leviticus: "We no longer live kosher like our orthodox Jewish friends
do. Kosher law, purity law, have been set aside. And those who are scholars (even
the most conservative ones) will argue with you that the statements in Leviticus
that have to do with homosexuality fall into the purity code category. As a matter
of fact they come right after the passage that says that to touch the skin of a dead
pig is an abomination to God, which puts the whole Super Bowl into question."

So now, according to Campolo, we can accept homosexuality the same as we
can noW eat a sausage or play football! What a perversion of the Word! In reading
the Leviticus passages it is very obvious that eating pork and committing
homosexual acts are seen differently by God. The result of touching an unclean
animal was that it left you ceremonially unclean until morning after washing with
water. On the other hand, homosexual perversion resulted in being cut off from
God's people and the death penalty would apply (see Leviticus 30: 13). If this is
merely a "purity law" that no longer applies, then adultery is now OK as well,
since that is addressed in Leviticus 20: 10. Bestiality is now clean too, since that
is addressed in Leviticus 20:15. But during that same interview, Peggy Campolo
revealed the source of her justification for promoting the homosexual agenda in
her argument that the first chapter of Romans does not refer to the practice of
homosexuality, but merely deals with the use of sexual orgies in the worship
ceremonies to Aphrodite. She says: "Some people say that those who interpret
Romans 1 as I do are stretching the passage to agree with their own beliefs. They
say it is arrogant to declare that nineteen hundred years of church history and
tradition are in elTor. I would remind these people that in all those years of church
tradition, the church supported an interpretation of Timothy 2: 11 and 12 that
disallowed women from church leadership. We only know what the church fathers
said because those who might have been the church mothers had no voice."

Now this comes from a lady who is a preacher's daughter but, according to her
own testimony, did not come to the Lord until she discovered that Jesus lives
in all people, Christian and non-Christian alike, and she discovered this God
"within" while comforting a lady on her death-bed. The Bible verse that comes to
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mind when reading Peggy Campolo's words is: "For of this sort are they which
creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away with
divers lusts, ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth"
(2 Timothy 3:6-7). We'll never know what Tony Campolo would be today had he
not yoked himself to an imposter.

The power struggle in the church over authority is obviously the same fleshly
struggle that goes on in the world. But when the church becomes worldly it's
bound to have worldly problems.

A couple of decades ago, before I was saved, I used to be a policewoman. In
the 1970s, feminists were just beginning to assert themselves onto the police force
in the manner of Cagney & Lacy. The days of the Police Woman, Angie
Dickinson (Sgt. Pepper) were over. Women now wanted to do patrol duty and not
merely work undercover in the Vice Squad. Police women historically were
needed, though they used to be called "matrons" to deal with female convicts for
strip searches and such. Then they were utilised in crime investigations as decoys
with heavily armed back-up. They were qualified also as radio operators and there
was much work they could do in the police station. But out on patrol? Would they
not be vulnerable there?

The answer to that is a definite "Yes"! Just as if women were to be put in the
front lines of combat duty. I had many conversations with policemen about it and
to a man they felt unsafe with a female partner in the field. One told me that it
added an extra burden in that he felt that he not only had to watch his own back
but he had to protect her as well. With a fellow man by his side they were
expected to watch each other's backs and serve as safety nets. The inborn
protective instinct God gave men for us ladies prevented the policeman from
ignoring his partner's gender, as that would be totally against nature!

It is hard on a man's ego to take orders from women in the case of police
officers (until they have been desensitized) and unnatural, and for a spirit-filled
man of God - impossible to submit to female authority in the church.

In order to overcompensate for this touchy situation the female pastor falsely
attributes this to chauvinism and reacts by taking on male characteristics, thereby
losing her own nature and precious femininity.

And in the denominations where a female replaces a male pastor, a great
percentage of the members are lost and the women pastors simply lie to
themselves thinking the scattered sheep are just chauvinists. They have blinded
themselves to the damage they inflict upon their congregations. They believe a lie
and then base their lives upon the lie. The female pastors try to act tough to
overcome their own femininity. This is an abomination to the Lord.

One Methodist leader, who serves on a denominational board, told me in an
interview that his denomination let the "carnel's-nose" into the tent by allowing
female pastors and now they are reaping the whirlwind with homosexual lobbies
wanting their place in the sun! The strength of the homo-feminist lobbies in
various mainline denominations has caused an exodus of good Bible-centred male
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leaders out of their churches. They are then replaced by women pastors and the
flocks are scattered! The conservative remnant loses ground every year at its
annual conventions as their votes for moral decency lose more and more ground.
Eventually the religious liberals take over and their denominations apostacize.
This can be seen to the extreme in denominations such as the United Reformed
Church and the United Church of Canada - who openly ordain homosexuals! This
did not happen overnight. The process was long and painful for the men who once
led these groups. This evil is so obvious to true "born-again" believers (unless
they have quenched the Holy Spirit's warnings) that some over-reacted and closed
all doors of ministry to women, save, for example, teaching children. This is an
equal insult to the Lord who has poured out His Spirit on women as well as men.

We must have proper biblical balance or we cannot function properly as the
Body of Christ.

And just as we are joint-heirs in Christ we are equal in the eyes of God. Jesus
loves me too. His warning to husbands to treat their wives right is a principle that
no doubt applies to men's treatment of women in the church as well: "Likewise,
ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the
wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life;
that your prayers be not hindered" (1 Peter 3:7).

To suppress a woman from speaking her view on spiritual matters is tantamount
to quenching the Holy Spirit. Especially if she be given a word of knowledge,
wisdom, or prophecy. What if she has a gift of the discerning of spirits and a
legion enters the assembly? Is she supposed to sit there and shut up? Of course
not! She must respect order and go to the man in authority or have her husband
bring it to the church assembly. [Editor - We of the Gospel Magazine would not
agree here.] ,

We women must look to strong Christian men for leadership. If we cannot find
such men (they are scarce now!) we can pray that God would raise some up. We
can raise our sons to respect women and be bold in their faith and teach them to
study the Word of God. We too can raise Timothys - "The hand that rocks the
cradle" and all that! When the Lord brings such a leader into our lives - albeit a
pastor or husband - or both - we can literally team up with him and be willing to
help out under his authority and make a difference for God's kindred partnership
- not to strike out on our own. Those who do get into trouble.

In a prophetic sense, what is happening today in both the nation and the church
is a judgement from God. Consider God's rebuke of the root of the tree, knowing
that He deals likewise with the grafted branches. "For Jerusalem is ruined, and
Judah is fallen: because their tongue and their doings are against the Lord, to
provoke the eyes of his glory. The shew of their countenance doth witness against
them; and they declare their sin as Sodom, they hide it not. Woe unto their soul!
for they have rewarded evil unto themselves.... As for my people, children are
their oppressors, and women rule over them. 0 my people, they which lead thee
cause thee to err, and destroy the way of thy paths" (Isaiah 3:8-9, 12).
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• EXPOSTULATION •

(Concluded)

WILLlAM COWPER

Now think, if pleasure have a thought to spare;
If God Himself be not beneath her care;
If business, constant as the wheels of time,
Can pause an hour to read a serious rhyme;
If the new mail thy merchants now receive,
Or expectation of the next, give leave;
Oh think, if chargeable with deep arrears
For such indulgence gilding all thy years,
How much, though long neglected, shining yet,
The beams of heavenly truth have swell'd the debt.
When persecuting zeal made royal sport
With tortured innocence in Mary's court,
And Bonner, blithe as shepherd at a wake,
Enjoy'd the show, and danced about the stake,
The sacred book, its value understood,
Received the seal of martyrdom in blood.
Those holy men, so full of truth and grace,
Seem to reflection of a different race,
Meek, modest, venerable, wise, sincere,
In such a cause they could not dare to fear;
They could not purchase earth with such a prize,
Or spare a life too short to reach the skies.
From them to thee convey'd along the tide,
Their streaming hearts pour'd freely when they died;
Those truths, which neither use nor years impair,
Invite thee, woo thee, to the bliss they share.
What dotage will not vanity maintain?
What web too weak to catch a modern brain?
The moles and bats in full assembly find,
On special search, the keen-eyed eagle blind.
And did they dream, and art thou wiser now?
Prove it - if better, I submit and bow.
Wisdom and goodness are twin-born, one heart
Must hold both sisters, never seen apart.
So then - as darkness overspread the deep,
Ere nature rose from her eternal sleep,
And this delightful earth, and that fair sky,
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Leap'd out of nothing, call'd by the Most High;
By such a change thy darkness is made light,
Thy chaos order, and thy weakness might;
And He, whose power mere nullity obeys,
Who found thee nothing, form'd thee for His praise.
To praise Him is to serve Him, and fulfil,
Doing and suffering, His unquestion'd will;
'Tis to believe what men inspired of old,
Faithful, and faithfully inform'd, unfold,
Candid and just, with no false aim in view,
To take for truth what cannot but be true;
To learn in God's own school the Christian part,
And bind the task assign'd thee to thine heart:
Happy the man there seeking and there found:
Happy the nation where such men abound!

How shall a verse impress thee? by what name
Shall I adjure thee not to court thy shame?
By theirs whose bright example, unimpeach'd,
Directs thee to that eminence they reach'd,
Heroes and worthies of days past, thy sires?
Or His, who touch'd their hearts with hallow'd fires?
Their names, alas! in vain reproach an age,
Whom all the vanities they scom'd engage;
And His, that seraphs tremble at, is hung
Disgracefully on every trifler's tongue,
Or serves the champion in forensic war,
To flourish and parade with at the bar.
Pleasure herself perhaps suggests a plea,
If interest move thee, to persuade e'en thee;
By every charm that smiles upon her face,
By joys possess'd, and joys still held in chase,
If dear society be worth a thought,
And if the feast of freedom cloy thee not,
Reflect that these, and all that seems thine own,
Held by the tenure of His will alone,
Like angels in the service of their Lord,
Remain with thee, or leave thee at His word;
That gratitude, and temperance in our use
Of what He gives, unsparing and profuse,
Secure the favour, and enhance the joy,
That thankless waste and wild abuse destroy.
But, above all, reflect how cheap soe'er
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Those rights, that millions envy thee, appear,
And though resolved to risk them, and swim down
The tide of pleasure, heedless of His frown,
That blessings truly sacred, and when given
Mark'd with the signature and stamp of Heaven,
The word of prophecy, those truths divine,
Which make that heaven, if thou desire it, thine
(Awful alternative! believe, beloved,
Thy glory, and thy shame if unimproved),
Are never long vouchsafed, if push'd aside
With cold disgust or philosophic pride;
And that, judicially withdrawn, disgrace,
Error, and darkness, occupy their place.

A world is up in arms, and thou, a spot
Not quickly found, if negligently sought,
Thy soul as ample as thy bounds are small,
Endur'st the brunt, and dar'st defy them all;
And wilt thou join to this bold enterprise
A bolder still, a contest with the skies?
Remember, if He guard thee and secure,
Whoe' er assails thee, thy success is sure;
But if He leave thee, though the skill and power
Of nations sworn to spoil thee and devour,
Were all collected in thy single arm,
And thou couldst laugh away the fear of harm,
That strength would fail, opposed against the push
And feeble onset of a pigmy rush.

Say not (and if the thought of such defence
Should spring within thy bosom, drive it thence)
What nation amongst all my foes is free
From crimes as base as any charged on me?
Their measure fill'd, they too shall pay the debt,
Which God, though long forborne, will not forget.
But know that wrath divine, when most severe,
Makes justice still the guide of his career,
And will not punish, in one mingled crowd,
Them without light, and thee without a cloud.

Muse, hang this harp upon yon aged beech,
Still murmuring with the solemn truths I teach,
And, while at intervals a cold blast sings
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Through the dry leaves, and pants upon the strings,
My soul shall sigh in secret, and lament
A nation scourged, yet tardy to repent.
I know the warning song is sung in vain;
That few will hear, and fewer heed the strain;
But if a sweeter voice, and one design'd
A blessing to my country and mankind,
Reclaim the wandering thousands, and bring home
A flock so scatter'd and so wont to roam,
Then place it once again between my knees;
The sound of truth will then be sure to please;
And truth alone, where'er my life be cast,
In scenes of plenty, or the pining waste,
Shall be my chosen theme, my glory to the last.

---e---

• EPAPHRODITUS •

M. HANDFORD (Poynton, Cheshire)

57

THERE are some whose names appear only once or twice in Scripture, yet their
characters are very full of helpful instruction. Epaphroditus is one of these; all
we know of him is to be found in three references only in the Epistle to the
Philippians. He was one of the less well-known of the Apostle's friends; not a
leader but an ordinary member of the Church.

Epaphroditus was sent with some material help for Paul who was in prison;
there was no reliable way of getting the gift to the Apostle, so Epaphroditus faced
the long journey across Greece to Rome. When he arrived there he was not content
just to hand over the gift; he also ministered to the captive Apostle. During his stay
with Paul he became seriously ill, an illness which nearly proved fatal. This may
have been either due to over-exertion, or the unhealthy and insanitary prison. The
Apostle, at great personal sacrifice, sent him back home as soon as he was fit to
travel and entrusted to him the letter to the Church at Philippi.

Epaphroditus knew something of self-forgetfulness - "He longed after you all"
(2:26) - he was troubled only because other people were troubled about him. He
never thought of himself, but had a tender heart for the welfare of others. Paul
uses three terms in connection with Epaphroditus - in relation to the Apostle he
was a brother, fellow-worker and fellow-soldier.

Brother
This term speaks of tenderness. They were brothers in Christ, both had been
born again by the Spirit of God. There is no kinship so close as the brotherhood
of the Gospel.
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Epaphroditus was a man much less gifted than Paul, yet the Apostle speaks of
him as equal. In Christ there is neither barbarian nor Scythian, bond nor free; all
are one in Christ Jesus. "My brother" - this is no mere figure of speech: it speaks
of a bond in which there is a knitting of heart with heart in mutual faith, hope and
love. Probably Paul never forgot Ananias' word of greeting immediately after his
conversion - "Brother Saul ... " (Acts 9: 17) - how gracious to address thus one
who had wrought such havoc among the early believers. "Brother" is one of the
words invested with a new meaning by the Gospel; it speaks of an intimate
relationship. A kinship closer than that of flesh and blood is established between
the members of' the household of faith.

Fellow-worker ("companion in labour")
Epaphroditus was not afraid of work; if there was a bit of drudgery to be done
he would do it. His work was done chiefly behind the scenes, there was no
publicity attached to it. Epaphroditus is a standing rebuke to those who will
help only if they are given a position of prominence. How much the Church
owes to such men as Epaphroditus, those who go through life unnoticed but
who faithfully do their work as unto the Lord. Here, then, is a test as to the reality
of our faith - how much do we do behind the scenes without thanks or praise
from others?

Epaphroditus was a "fellow-worker". He could work with others. It is a sad fact
that some Christians just cannot work alongside others: they do a good work, but
by themselves. Epaphroditus was a good man to work with, and Paul rejoiced in
his companionship. They were fellow-workers, but supremely they were workers
together with God.

Fellow-soldier
This epithet is shared only by Archippus (Philemon 2). Paul exhorted Timothy to
"endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ" and "to war a good warfare".
It would seem that Epaphroditus had shared with Paul in some experience
involving hardship.

Epaphroditus as a good soldier is mentioned in dispatches. He hazarded his life
in fulfilling his commission; for the work of Christ he was nigh unto death
(Philippians 2:30). Here is the Apostle's testimony to his bravery. Christian
service calls for the highest qualities and exacting service - "Quit you like men,
be strong" is the Apostolic call. Epaphroditus was ready to toil, strive and endure
for the sake of Christ. Today so much Christian service is very half-hearted and
anaemic. How we need men of the order of Epaphroditus who will work with
unflagging constancy, and who will do all to the glory of God.

Epaphroditus wrote letters, eased the prisoner's chain, did all the menial tasks
for Paul, yet it was all work for Christ. The cup of water given in the name of a
disciple is accepted by the Lord. This good man was always "Ready for service
small or great, Ready to do His will.
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• STUDIES IN EZEKIEL •

P, KIN G (H a i Ish a m )

Chapter 7
GOD IS RICH IN MERCY

59

THE chapter is a graphic description of the Babylonian conquest. Reading it
carefully and slowly will reveal the devastation predicted and experienced when
God's patience ran out in 586 BC. Such words as, "and will recompense upon
thee" and, "mine eye shall not spare thee" marks the end of mercy and the
beginning of judgement. Remember all this is happening to Ezekiel in vision, for
he has not yet spoken to the people. No one really thought God meant what He
said, except this young prophet. The nightmare is about to be reality as it dawns
on the people that Jeremiah and Isaiah, prophets back in Jerusalem, were right
after all.

i. God's Word will come true. Jehovah told Israel many times through the
prophets, that if they did not obey Him He would bring destruction. The people
did not listen and now the truth has dawned. Many churches today seem to follow
the same foolish policy using worldly ways to worship and "attract" the people.

2. Mercy is notfor ever. It was Israel's great privilege that their God was "slow
to anger, and of great kindness", otherwise the nation would not have survived at
all. Even in this situation the "remnant" is referred to (6:8), because Messiah had
not yet come. It is also our mercy, despite ungodliness, there is still a faithful
witness in our country.

3. There will be no unbelievers in heaven. God used Babylon to punish Israel,
but that nation also had to learn God is in control and will be obeyed. The time
came when the oppressors were judged and Israel survived to come home to
Jerusalem. We see a great decline in Christianity in our country at this time, but
the kingdom of our Lord is growing every day, and the wicked will see God's
words come true as they suffer in hell.

4. Trading continues. Notice in verse 12 the commerce continues despite the
extreme circumstances. The desire to make money seems to transcend even this
tragedy. The same occurs today, for 11th September 2001 made the world stand
still for a moment, but the financiers boast was that "we will survive".

5. God does not respect certain people. The day came for Israel when it did not
matter whether you were a priest or a slave, rich or poor, for everyone received
the same condemnation. Verse 27 says "the king shall mourn and the prince shall
be clothed with desolation, and the hands of the people of the land shall be
troubled". So it will be when Jesus comes again, for the rich will realise their
wealth and status has no influence with God!
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6. Distress often sends people to the "priest". Disaster comes and the people
seek counsel from the prophet, but the words will fail them. Some seem to think
that if the priest attends at the death of a loved one he can make all the difference.
A terrible deception.

7. There is no peace. The greatest thing the world seeks after today is peace,
and it is the one thing that eludes politicians and lay people alike. The "peace
process" continues but the world is more dangerous now than 50 years ago. Jesus
said, "Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth,
give I unto you". The Christian's peace has its roots in heaven and one day will
blossom in a tree of unparalleled beauty. Will you be there?

JESUS SAID: "LET NOT YOUR HEART BE TROUBLED: YE BELIEVE
IN GOD, BELIEVE ALSO IN ME"

---e---

• RICHES AND POVERTY •
Part I

J. C. RYLE

'There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen,
and fared sumptuously every day: and there was a certain beggar named

Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores, and desiring to be fed with the
crumbs which fell from the rich man's table: moreover the dogs came and

licked his sores. And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by
the angels into Abraham s bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried;

and in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off,
and Lazarus in his bosom" (Luke 16:19-23)

THERE are probably few readers of the Bible who are not familiar with the
parable of the rich man and Lazarus. It is one of those passages of Scripture which
leave an indelible impression on the mind. Like the parable of the Prodigal Son,
once read it is never forgotten.

The reason of this is clear and simple. The whole parable is a most vividly
painted picture. The story, as it goes on, carries our senses with it with irresistible
power. Instead of readers, we become lookers on. We are witnesses of all the
events described. We see. We hear. We fancy we could almost touch. The rich
man's banquet - the purple - the fine linen - the gate - the beggar lying by it 
the sores - the dogs - the crumbs - the two deaths - the rich man's burial - the
ministering angels - the bosom of Abraham - the rich man's fearful waking up
the fire - the gulf - the hopeless remorse - all, all stand out before our eyes in
bold relief, and stamp themselves upon our minds. This is the perfection of

----------j
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language. This is the attainment of the famous Arabian standard of eloquence 
"He speaks the best who turns the ear into an eye."

But, after all, it is one thing to admire the masterly composition of this parable,
and quite another to receive the spiritual lessons it contains. The eye of the
intellect can often see beauties while the heart remains asleep and sees nothing
at all. Hundreds read Pilgrim's Progress with deep interest, to whom the struggle
for the celestial city is foolishness. Thousands are familiar with every word of
the parable before us this day, who never consider how it comes home to their
own case. Their conscience is deaf to the cry which ought to ring in their ears as
they read - "Thou art the man". Their heart never turns to God with the solemn
inquiry - "Lord, is this my picture? - Lord, is it I?"

I invite my readers this day to consider the leading truths which this parable is
meant to teach us. I purposely omit to notice any part of it but that which stands
at the head of this paper. May the Holy Ghost give us a teachable spirit, and an
understanding heart, and so produce lasting impressions on our souls!

1. Let us observe, first ofall, how different are the conditions which God allots
to different men
The Lord Jesus begins the parable by telling us of a rich man and a beggar. He
says not a word in praise either of poverty or of riches. He describes the
circumstances of a wealthy man and the circumstances of a poor man; but He
neither condemns the temporal position of one, nor praises that of the other.

The contrast between the two men is painfully striking. Look on this picture,
and on that.

Here is one who possessed abundance of this world's good things. "He was
clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day."

Here is another who has literally nothing. He is a friendless, diseased, half
starved pauper. "He lies at the rich man's gate full of sores," and begs for crumbs.

Both are children ofAdam. Both came from the same dust, and belonged to one
family. Both are living in the same land and subjects of the same government. And
yet how different is their condition!

But we must take heed that we do not draw lessons from the parable which it
was never meant to teach. The rich are not always bad men, and do not always go
to hell. The poor are not always good men, and do not always go to heaven. We
must not rush into the extreme of supposing that it is sinful to be rich. We must
not run away with the idea that there is anything wicked in the difference of
condition here described, and that God intended all men to be equal. There is
nothing in our Lord Jesus Christ's words to warrant any such conclusion. He
simply describes things as they are often seen in the world, and as we must expect
to see them.

Universal equality is a very high-sounding expression, and a favourite idea
with visionary men. Many in every age have disturbed society by stirring up
the poor against the rich, and by preaching up the popular doctrine that all men
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ought to be equal. But so long as the world is under the present order of things
this universal equality cannot be attained. Those who declaim against the vast
inequality of men's lots will doubtless never be in want of hearers; but so long as
human nature is what it is, this inequality cannot be prevented.

So long as some are wise and some are foolish - some strong and some weak
- some healthy and some diseased - some lazy and some diligent - some
provident and some improvident - so long as children reap the fruit of their
parent's misconduct - so long as sun, and rain, and heat and cold, and wind, and
waves, and drought, and blight, and storms, and tempests are beyond man's
control - so long there always will be some rich and some poor. All the political
economy in the world will never make the poor altogether "cease out of the land"
(Deuteronomy 15: 11).

Take all the property in England by force this day, and divide it equally among
the inhabitants. Give every man above twenty years old an equal portion. Let all
take share and share alike, and begin the world over again. Do this, and see where
you would be at the end of fifty years. You would just have come round to the
point where you began. You would just find things as unequal as before. Some
would have worked, and some would have been idle. Some would have been
always careless, and some always scheming. Some would have sold, and others
would have bought. Some would have wasted, and others would have saved. And
the end would be that some would be rich and others poor.

Let no man listen to those vain and foolish talkers who say that all men
were meant to be equal. They might as well tell you that all men ought to be of
the same height, weight, strength, and cleverness - or that all oak trees ought
to be of the same shape and size - or that all blades of grass ought to be of the
same length.

Settle it in your mind that the main cause of all the suffering you see around
you is sin. Sin is the grand cause of the enormous luxury of the rich, and the
painful degradation of the poor - of the heartless selfishness of the highest
classes, and the helpless poverty of the lowest. Sin must be first cast out of the
world. The hearts of all men must be renewed and sanctified. The devil must be
bound. The Prince of Peace must come down and take His great power and reign.
All this must be before there ever can be universal happiness, or the gulf be filled
up which now divides the rich and poor.

Beware of expecting a millennium to be brought about by any method of
government, by any system of education, by any political party. Labour might and
main to do good to all men. Pity your poorer brethren, and help every reasonable
endeavour to raise them from their low estate. Slack not your hand from any
endeavour to increase knowledge, to promote morality, to improve the temporal
condition of the poor. But never, never forget that you live in a fallen world, that
sin is all around you, and that the devil is abroad. And be very sure that the rich
man and Lazarus are emblems of two classes which will always be in the world
until the Lord comes.

j
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2. Let us observe, in the next place, that a man's temporal condition is no test
of the state ofhis soul

The rich man in the parable appears to have been the world's pattern of a
prosperous man. If the life that now is were all, he seems to have had everything
that heart could wish. We know that he was "clothed in purple and fine linen, and
fared sumptuously every day". We need not doubt that he had everything else
which money could procure. The wisest of men had good cause for saying,
"Money answereth all things"; "The rich hath many friends" (Ecclesiastes 10: 19;
Proverbs 14:20).

But who that reads the story through can fail to see that in the highest and best
sense the rich man was pitiably poor? Take away the good things of this life, and
he had nothing left - nothing after death - nothing beyond the grave - nothing in
the world to come. With all his riches he had no "treasure laid up in heaven". With
all his purple and fine linen he had no garment of righteousness. With all his boon
companions he had no Friend and Advocate at God's right hand. With all his
sumptuous fare he had never tasted the bread of life. With all his splendid palace
he had no home in the eternal world. Without God, without Christ, without faith,
without grace, without pardon, without holiness, he lives to himself for a few
short years, and then goes down hopelessly into the pit. How hollow and unreal
was all his prosperity! Judge what I say - the rich man was very poor.

Lazarus appears to have been one who had literally nothing in the world. It is
hard to conceive a case of greater misery and destitution than his. He had neither
house, nor money, nor food, nor health, nor, in all probability, even clothes. His
picture is one that can never be forgotten. He "lay at the rich man's gate, covered
with sores". He desired to be "fed with the crumbs that fell from the rich man's
table". Moreover, the dogs came and "licked his sores". Verily the wise man
might well say, "The poor is hated even of his neighbour"; "The destruction of the
poor is their poverty" (Proverbs 14:20; 10: 15).

But who that reads the parable to the end can fail to see that in the highest sense
Lazarus was not poor, but rich? He was a child of God. He was an heir of glory.
He possessed durable riches and righteousness. His name was in the book of life.
His place was prepared for him in heaven. He had the best of clothing - the
righteousness of a Saviour. He had the best of friends - God Himself was his
portion. He had the best of food - he had meat to eat the world knew not of. And,
best of all, he had these things for ever. They supported him in life. They did not
leave him in the hour of death. They went with him beyond the grave. They were
his to eternity. Surely in this point of view we may well say, not "poor Lazarus"
but "rich Lazarus".

We should do well to measure all men by God's standard - to measure them not
by the amount of their income, but by the condition of their souls. When the Lord
God looks down from heaven and sees the children of men, He takes no account
of many things which are highly esteemed by the world. He looks not at men's
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money, or lands, or titles. He looks only at the state of their souls, and reckons
them accordingly. Oh, that you would strive to do likewise! Oh, that you would
value grace above titles, or intellect, or gold! Often, far too often, the only
question asked about a man is, "How much is he worth?". It would be well for us
all to remember that every man is pitiably poor until he is rich in faith, and rich
toward God (James 2:5).

Wonderful as it may seem to some, all the money in the world is worthless in
God's balances, compared to grace! Hard as the saying may sound, I believe that
a converted beggar is far more important and honourable in the sight of God than
an unconverted king. The one may glitter like the butterfly in the sun for a little
season, and be admired by an ignorant world; but his latter end is darkness and
misery for ever. The other may crawl through the world like a crushed worm, and
be despised by everyone who sees him; but his latter end is a glorious
resurrection and a blessed eternity with Christ. Of him the Lord says, "I know thy
poverty (but thou art rich)" (Revelation 2:9).

King Ahab was ruler over the ten tribes of Israel. Obadiah was nothing more
than a servant in his household. Yet who can doubt which was most precious in
God's sight, the servant or the king?

Ridley and Latimer were deposed from all their dignities, cast into prison as
malefactors, and at length burnt at the stake. Bonner and Gardiner, their
persecutors, were raised to the highest pitch of ecclesiastical greatness, enjoyed
large incomes, and died unmolested in their beds. Yet who can doubt which of the
two parties was on the Lord's side?

Baxter, the famous divine, was persecuted with savage malignity, and
condemned to a long imprisonment by a most unjust judgment. Jeffreys, the Lord
Chief Justice, who sentenced him, was a man of infamous character, without
either morality or religion. Baxter was sent to jail and Jeffreys was loaded with
honours. Yet who can doubt which was the good man of the two, the Lord Chief
Justice or the author of the Saint's Rest?

We may be very sure that riches and worldly greatness are no certain marks of
God's favour. They are often, on the contrary, a snare and hindrance to a man's
soul. They make him love the world and forget God. What says Solomon?
"Labour not to be rich" (Proverbs 23:4). What says St. Paul? "They that will be
rich, fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts,
which drown men in destruction and perdition" (l Timothy 6:9).

We may be no less sure that poverty and trial are no certain proof of God's
anger. They are often blessings in disguise. They are always sent in love and
wisdom. They often serve to wean man from the world. They teach him to set his
affections on things above. They often show the sinner his own heart. They often
make the saint fruitful in good works. What says the book of Job? "Happy is the
man whom God correcteth; therefore despise not thou the chastening of the
Almighty" (Job 5:17). What says St. Paul? "Whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth"
(Hebrews 12:6).
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One great secret of happiness in this life is to be of a patient, contented spirit.
Strive daily to realize the truth that this life is not the place of reward. The time
of retribution and recompense is yet to come. Judge nothing hastily before that
time. Remember the words of the wise man: "If thou seest the oppression of the
poor, and violent perverting of judgment and justice in a province, marvel not at
the matter: for he that is higher than the highest regardeth, and there be higher
than they" (Ecclesiastes 5:8).

Yes! there is a day of judgment yet to come. That day shall put all in their right
places. At last there shall be seen a mighty difference "between him that serveth
God and him that serveth him not" (Malachi 3: 18). The children of Lazarus and
the children of the rich man shall at length be seen in their true colours, and every
one shall receive according to his works.

3. Let us observe, in the next place, how all classes alike come to the grave

The rich man in the parable died, and Lazarus died also. Different and divided as
they were in their lives, they had both to drink of the same cup at the last. Both
went to the house appointed for all living. Both went to that place where rich and
poor meet together. Dust they were, and unto dust they returned (Genesis 3:19).

This is the lot of all men. It will be our own, unless the Lord shall first return
in glory. After all our scheming, and contriving, and planning, and studying - after
all our inventions, and discoveries, and scientific attainments - there remains one
enemy we cannot conquer and disarm, and that is death. The chapter in Genesis
which records the long lives of Methuselah and the rest who lived before the
flood, winds up the simple story of each by two expressive words: "he died." And
now, after 4,800 years, what more can be said of the greatest among ourselves?
The histories of Marlborough, and Washington, and Napoleon, and Wellington,
arrive at just the same humbling conclusion. The end of each, after all his
greatness is just this - "he died."

Death is a mighty leveller. He spares none, he waits for none, and stands on no
ceremony. He will not tarry till you are ready. He will not be kept out by moats,
and doors, and bars, and bolts. The Englishman boasts that his home is his castle,
but with all his boasting, he cannot exclude death. An Austrian nobleman forbade
death and the smallpox to be named in his presence. But, named or not named, it
matters little, in God's appointed hour death will come.

One man rolls easily along the road in the easiest and handsomest carriage that
money can procure. Another toils wearily along the path on foot. Yet both are sure
to meet at last in the same home.

One man, like Absalom, has fifty servants to wait upon him and do his bidding.
Another has none to lift a finger to do him a service. But both are travelling to a
place where they must lie down alone.

One man is the owner of hundreds of thousands. Another has scarce a shilling
that he can call his own property. Yet neither one nor the other can carry one
farthing with him into the unseen world.



66 The Gospel Magazine

One man is the possessor of half a county. Another has not so much as a garden
of herbs. And yet two paces of the vilest earth will be amply sufficient for either
of them at the last.

One man pampers his body with every possible delicacy, and clothes it in the
richest and softest apparel. Another has scarce enough to eat, and seldom enough
to put on. Yet both alike are hurrying on to a day when "ashes to ashes, and dust
to dust" shall be proclaimed over them, and fifty years hence none shall be able
to say, "This was the rich man's bone, and this the bone of the poor".

I know that these are ancient things. I do not deny it for a moment. I am writing
stale old things that all men know. But I am also writing things that all men do not
feel. Oh, no! if they did feel them they would not speak and act as they do.

You wonder sometimes at the tone and language of ministers of the Gospel.
You marvel that we press upon you immediate decision. You think us extreme,
and extravagant, and ultra in our views, because we urge upon you to close with
Christ - to leave nothing uncertain - to make sure that you are born again and
ready for heaven. You hear, but do not approve. You go away, and say to one
another - "The man means well, but he goes too far".

But do you not see that the reality of death is continually forbidding us to use
other language? We see him gradually thinning our congregations. We miss face
after face in our assemblies We know not whose turn may come next. We only
know that as the tree falls there it will lie, and that "after death comes the
judgment". We must be bold and decided, and uncompromising in our language.
We would rather run the risk of offending some, than of losing any. We would aim
at the standard set up by old Baxter:

"I'll preach as though I ne'er should preach again,
And as a dying man to dying men!"

We would realize the character given by Charles II of one of his preachers:
"That man preaches as though death was behind his back. When I hear him I
cannot go to sleep."

Oh, that men would learn to live as those who may one day die! Truly it is poor
work to set our affections on a dying world and its short-lived comforts, and for
the sake of an inch of time to lose a glorious immortality! Here we are toiling, and
labouring, and wearying ourselves about trifles, and running to and fro like ants
upon a heap; and yet after a few years we shall all be gone, and another generation
will fill our place. Let us live for eternity. Let us seek a portion that can never be
taken from us. And let us never forget John Bunyan's golden rule: "He that would
live well, let him make his dying day his company-keeper."

• To BE CONTINUED •

As a rusty sword is a disgrace to a soldier, so is a dusty Bible to a Christian.
Mr. Brewer

________J
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• A NEW YEAR'S PRAYER
FOR GUIDANCE •

ANN E F. (Found pasted in the Life of Livingstone)

"For thy name's sake lead me, and guide me" (Psalm 31:3)

Saviour! Lead and guide me,
Let Thy presence be,

For my light and comfort,
Still vouchsafed to me;

All my deep transgressions
To Thy Cross I bring,

There, for peace and refuge
I would simply cling;

Grant me grace and patience,
Let Thine image be,

As I journey onwards,
More impressed on me;

And come joy or sadness,
Be it mine to know

Thee, the Source of healing,
In life's deepest woe!

On my unknown pathway
Deign, 0 Lord, to shine,
For to Thy wise guidance

I myself resign;
Let me claim the promise,

"As thy daily need
So shall grace be given
To God's chosen seed".

For with Thy blest presence,
E'en my darkest hour

Will prove the greatness
Of Thy love and power.

While my earthly mission
I with zeal fulfil,

Let me bear with patience
All Thy holy will.

Soon will come life's even,
Grant me then to be

Standing on my watch-tower,
Waiting, Lord, for Thee!

67
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• BOOK REVIEWS •

Editor's Note: We live, regretfully, in a day when most evangelicals have abandoned the Authorised
(King James) Version of the Bible. Rather, therefore, than ceasing to review most books, we try to warn
readers by stating if the book uses another version of the Bible. The position of the Gospel Magazine
remains true to the AV as the best text and translation, in beautiful and formative English. That we
name another translation does not mean we endorse it.

The Truth Shall Make You Free. Papers read at the 2007 Westminster Conference.
Published by the Westminster Conference. Secretary: John Harris, 8 Back Knowle Road, Mirfield,
West Yorks. WF 14 9SA. pp. 131, paperback. £5.95 incl. postage.

The Westminster Conference, the successor to the Puritan and Reformed Studies Conference, is
held in December of each year at a venue in central London to discuss various topics relevant to
the church, drawing lessons from church history. The 2007 conference considered some of the
anniversaries of that year; viz., the anniversary of the abolition of slavery, the birth of Charles
Wesley, etc.

Six papers were given, including "The Clapham Sect and the Abolition of Slavery" by Roger Fay,
"The Preaching of John Newton" by John Harris, "Charles Wesley and His Hymns" by Graham
Harrison. Other papers include a consideration of Turretin and Systematic Theology (Maurice
Roberts), Stephen Charnock (Jeremy Walker) and Preaching (Robert Strivens).

The paper on Charles Wesley was very interesting. Graham Harrison raised the question in my
mind as to whether hymns advocating Arminian doctrines such as Perfectionism should be used by
Calvinistic believers. Should Calvinists interpret hymns by Arminians in a Calvinistic manner when
they are sung in public worship?

Robert Strivens presents an interesting discussion of preaching.Wherein lies the power? Is it in
the Word of God itself or in the application of that Word by the workings of the Holy Spirit? The
views of both Luther and Calvin are brought to the fore.

The continued publication of the conference papers is to be welcomed and adds to our
understanding of the views of the Reformers, Puritans and Evangelicals. J.E.N.

Revelation. The Triumph of Christ. John Stott. Inter-Varsity Press. pp. 64, paperback.
£3.99.

One of the "John Stott Bible Studies" by the well-known Bible teacher with brief comments for
individuals or groups. Assumed to be for 45/60 minutes' discussion. In an introduction the author
states these guides are based on Part 4 of his book, The Incomparable Christ. He refers to four
principles of interpretation: Revelation is full of symbolism, addresses the past, present and future,
celebrates the victory of God and focuses on Jesus Christ. Each study includes three types of
questions - on Observation, Interpretation and Application. Although scriptural quotations are
from the NIV the Guide as a whole is helpful, illustrating some of the mysteries and asking pertinent
questions with spaces for readers to put their own answers after searching the Word.

The reviewer felt the book good as far as it goes but something was missing. Godly Reformers
and others since the Reformation have wrestled with this Book, doubtless imploring the Spirit's aid,
and have come to the conclusion that the Roman Catholic Church is the "Babylon", the "city of the
seven hills" and the anti-Christ.

Men such as the godly Rev. E. Bickersteth (later bishop) and Prof. T. R. Birks, of Cambridge,
founded the Prophecy Investigation Society and were profound scholars, as was Rev. E. B. Elliott,
whose four-volume Horae Apocalypse was described by Spurgeon as "the standard work on the
subject" - all warned against miXing doctrine with speculative prophetic interpretation. Later Dr.
Grattan Guinness declared: "The works of the late Bishop Wordsworth ... demonstrate with

_________J
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perfect conclusiveness that Rome Papal is the Babylon of the Apocalypse.Wordsworth understood
the Church of Rome better than any commentator, Elliott excepted, in recent times. He was
familiar with the entire history and literature of the Christian Church. His testimony on the
fulfilment of prophecy is such as to settle the question finally for all intelligent and unbiassed minds"
(Romanism and the Reformation, 1987 reprint, page 179, Focus Christian Ministries Trust). Dr. Grattan
Guinness' conclusion concerning the second advent is: "Nothing remains unfulfilled of the
predictions concerning Romanism, except her sudden destruction at the end of this age" (op. cit.,
page 189).

The author of this small Guide makes no reference to the nefarious activities of the Jesuits down
the centuries in founding what is known as the Futurist system of prophecy, ignoring Rome as the
"anti-Christ" and thus misleading the reader to look elsewhere. Doubtless there are many
mysteries but Mr. Stott seems to neglect or ignore this body of scholarship - he does not even
refer to it and treats the destruction of"BabyIon" as being the destruction of Rome "civil", AD 320
(not even referring to Rome "papal"). We think he could be misleading souls. What right have we
to jettison the considered results of our forebears!

One of the suggestions at the beginning of the Guide is that readers should base their answers
on the verses in question "not on outside authorities such as commentaries or speakers" (page 8),
as if the present generation of younger readers should be denied the results of generations of godly
scholars who would "tell it to the generation following".

The Book of Revelation is a wonderful, fearful and mysterious book but the Lord promised His
Holy Spirit would be our Teacher as we read. Therefore ask Him. We have an enemy but we are
warned to "be sober, be vigilant" against him. Buy the book and read the Word but remember there
is a "deep that coucheth beneath". D.C.R.

A Bird's Eye View of Paul. The Man, His Mission and His Message. Inter-Varsity
Press. pp. 192, paperback. £8.99. ISBN 978 I 84474 255 4.

If we accept the Pauline authorship of the Epistle to the Hebrews, over half of the New Testament
was written by the Apostle Paul. The Acts of the Apostles deals mainly with the call, ministry and
missionary journeys of Paul. In the New Testament, after the Lord Jesus Christ, the Apostle Paul is
perhaps the most important character. To understand the New Testament, therefore, after the
consideration of the Lord Jesus Christ, one has to have a clear understanding of Paul's life and
doctrine. But do we really understand who Paul is and what he taught! The "blurb" on the back
cover asks, "So how well do we really know him! If the Paul we claim to know looks and sounds a
lot like us, then that is probably a good indication that we don't know him as well as we think we
do." In this book the apostle is allowed to speak for himself and thus we are brought face to face
with him.

The author is Lecturer in New Testament at the Highland Theological College, Dingwall, and the
author of a number of volumes on New Testament Christianity. Clearly written, this book is
addressed as "an introduction to the apostle for laypersons and undergraduate students and as a
refresher for pastors and ministers" (page 6). The perusal of this volume can only be of help to
the reader.

Ministry on my Mind. John Newton. John Newton Project (www.johnnewton.org). pp. 25,
paperback. Price not known. ISBN 978 0 95596 350 6.

This well produced little booklet should be required reading for any candidate considering ministry
in the 21 st century. These thoughts, transcribed by Marylyne Rouse and published by the John
Newton project for the first time, were written in journal form and as such were of a private
nature. Now they are published on the 200th anniversary of Newton's call to the ministry.

On his 33rd birthday we read of Newton's rededication of himself to the Lord and his self
examination as he waits on the Lord's calling. Newton examines his heart and the Scriptures which
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speak of God's will for ministers and pastors. His priority throughout is clear: "the doctrine of
Christ crucified." This is no systematic exposition of the New Testament teaching on the pastoral
ministry; rather Newton meditates on particular texts as he wrestles with his own shortcomings
and the nature of God's call on his life. This is strong, honest, personal stuff from a man who has
known the strength of sin and the gap between what he was and what he knows he must become.
Of most moving significance (for this reviewer) is Newton's profound meditation on I Timothy
4: I6: ''Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine." One of his conclusions - take heed to thyself
in order to take heed to thy doctrine - is a precept that should be on the heart and mind of every
Christian (and every Christian minister) today. Strongly recommended.

Heaven. A World of Love. Jonathan Edwards.The Banner ofTruth Trust. pp. 120, paperback.
£3.25. ISBN 978 0 85151 978 4.

Another in the Pocket Puritan series, this one being taken from Jonathan Edwards' Charity and Its
Fruits, based on 1 Corinthians 13:8-10, the title being drawn from a consideration of these verses.
Edwards divides his thoughts on the subject into the fountain, objects and subjects of love; love
itself, and how it is shown in heaven. He says that since God's love is of infinite and divine perfection,
so will the saints in heaven love God to the utmost of their capacity (page 41).There is a good deal
of repetition of the way their perfected love is shown in heaven in contrast to its flawed manner
on earth.

In the last part of the book, he thinks that what he has said "may well awaken and alarm the
impenitent", and so he paints a vivid picture of hell as a world of hatred peopled by haters of God,
and ends with an earnest appeal to look to Jesus.

The book closes with the barest outline of Edwards' life (1703-58) but with recommendations
for full biographies.

From Grief to Glory. James W. Bruce III.The Banner ofTruth Trust. pp. 216, paperback. £6.25.
ISBN 078 0 85 15 I 996 8.

The sub-title is "A book of comfort for grieving parents". James Bruce and his wife lost their infant
son and found comfort from the words of those who really understood, having experienced the
same sorrow. The book is a collection of accounts and writings from a number of well known, and
not so well known, people who lost their child. The author divides the subject into three main
sections: The Angel of Death, The Valley of Weeping, The Path to Glory. Each part focuses on a
different aspect of this distressing subject with the experiences of John Bunyan, who lost his blind
daughter Mary, to J. C. Bach, who fathered twenty children from two marriages and carried thirteen
of them to the grave. Modern medicine and medical care has wonderfully reduced the risk of
children dying but when it happens the pain is the same.

This is a book to read in stages as the distress can easily be passed over in the repeated accounts.
The author's desire is that any who have gone along his path may know they are not alone, being
reminded by those who have gone before. P.S.K.

Habakkuk - A Wrestler with God. Waiter J. Chantry.The Banner ofTruth Trust. pp. I 12,
paperback. £5.50. ISBN 978 0 85151 995 I.

Here is another easy to read commentary by Waiter Chantry. We are taken back 2,700 years, yet
the so different world is relatively superficial in its changes. Departure from God was a real concern
for the serious Jews of the day, just as we are concerned about the ungodliness of our generation.
The author divides the book into eight sections dealing with matters such as Divine Instruments
of Justice, Great Prayers in Devastating Times, God's Great Purposes of History.The situation was
frightening and confusing to the prophet yet God is saying, "I am working" (page 13). "The prophet
must have been aware of the boldness of his prayer (he had not quite charged God with sin)" (page
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30).Walter Chantry makes an important observation that "God's purpose of Grace is not hindered
by its enemies" (page 49).

The book's appendix is Calvin on "Quietness in Adversity", based on Lamentations 3:24. It ends
with, "We must necessarily be silent as to God's salvation, and cherish hope within, though
surrounded with many miseries". P.S.K.

The Fight - A Practical Handbook of Christian Living. John White. Inter-Varsity
Press. pp. 240, paperback. £7.99. ISBN 978 I 84474 346 9.

This book is a rather different look at the Christian life with very practical issues raised.The eleven
chapters deal with a number of aspects of the Christian life, such as prayer, faith and holiness. The
writer, who was a psychiatrist, looks at our Christian experience in the light of the struggle all
believers have with life in general, but with Satan's kingdom in particular. Our enemies are clearly
defined so that we can be prepared for "the fight" which is inevitable. For new Christians they will
have a foundation on which to build their faith and established believers can enjoy afresh the joys
of the Christian life. Some parts, if not all, will need to be read several times to appreciate the
teaching. The chapter on holiness is an example, as Puritan writers are quoted and explained.

Overall the book is well worth reading and perhaps the closing sentences will summarise the
thoughts as John White says:"1 send you into battle with a prayer on my lips, a prayer that one day,
you yourself will repeat the words of an old man, chained to a Roman soldier - 'I have fought a
good fight .. :." P.S.K.

God Manifest in the Flesh. Doctrines of Grace. Thomas Jacomb. Gospel Standard
Publications. pp. 146, paperback. £3.50.

This booklet (part of a larger book published by the Banner ofTruth Trust in 1996) gives a scriptural
delineation of the Person of Christ, the Son of God, extracted from the sermons ofThomas Jacomb
on the first four verses of Romans 3, especially verse 3, on three great doctrinal truths: (I) That
Christ was sent, and sent by God the Father; (2) That Christ, thus sent, was God's own Son; and
(3) That Christ, God's own Son was sent in the likeness of sinful flesh.

Thomas Jacomb was one of the Puritans ejected by the Stuart king, Charles 11, in 1662 and dealt
with the subject in a masterly and gracious way. As he explains, it is "a mystery to be adored by
faith, not to be comprehended by reason".

There is much that is useful here but it demands careful reading and the blessing of the Spirit to
be profitable. A useful reproduction. D.eR.

Francis Schaeffer: An Authentic Life. Colin Duriez. Inter-Varsity Press. pp. 221 +
bibliography and index, hardback. £ 12.99. ISBN 978 I 84474 310 O.

Francis Schaeffer was born into a working class home in 1912. In his youth he acquired several
practical skills, which benefited him later. Eventually, he began to read the Bible, and discovered the
answers to many philosophical questions that had previously eluded him. On 3rd September 1930
he declared that "all truth is from the Bible", having given his life unconditionally to Christ a month
earlier. In due course, he entered the Bible Presbyterian Church ministry.

After the Second World War he came to Europe on behalf of the Independent Board for
Presbyterian Foreign Missions and the American Council of Christian Churches to assist in the
formation of the International Council of Christian Churches as an alternative to the World
Council of Churches.

Chapters six to eight deal with the consequences of his establishment of an organisation called
"L'Abri" (the Shelter) in a somewhat remote part of SWitzerland. This was the outcome of his
spiritual crisis in the early I950s, when he felt that those holding the orthodox position (which he
never lost) showed "little reality in the things that the Bible so clearly said should be". He explained
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this in various ways, the essence being that "Christianity ... has to touch the whole of life" (page
I06).ln 1955 he resigned from the Independent Board for Presbyterian Foreign Missions becoming,
in North American terms, "an evangelical rather than identified with Reformed fundamentalist
groups" (page 132). An abiding question from this reviewer is: why didn't he try to influence the
Presbyterian Foreign Missions Board rather than leave it? The 1968 annotated list of lectures,
available for "L'Abri" students (page 158), possibly supplies part of the answer.

The author explains that his purpose is biographical rather than analytical of Schaeffer's thought
(page 10).The book, therefore, may have a greater impact upon those who are already familiar with
Schaeffer's works than those who are not.

Exploring Exodus. Literary, Theological and Contemporary Approaches.
Brian S. Rosner and Paul R. Williamson, Eds.Apollos Inter-Varsity Press. pp. 240, paperback. £ 14.99.
ISBN 978 I 84474313 I.

This is a book for students and aims to rescue Exodus from the scrapheap upon which
contemporary thought places it. Based on the Moore College's Reading Exodus for all it is Worth, it
is a symposium by different scholars. Four are from Moore College, so it is likely to be influential
amongst younger evangelicals, therefore required reading for the pulpit.

The first chapter, "Exodus in Culture", may appeal to today's students. Frankly, building a 30-foot
high statue in Margate out of waste as relevant to the second book of Moses (I wish this book
did not keep referring to "the author" rather than "Moses"), or regarding the film The Ten
Commandments, by Cecil B. de Mille, as having any relevance for biblical studies, never occurred to
me before reading it here. What it shows is how far the world's thinking has moved from biblical
thinking, and how much the modern church has absorbed the world.

However, I was pleasantly surprised, after that unpromising beginning, with the reverent and
helpful way the rest of the chapters seek to draw students to study the book. Exodus is placed in
the culture of the time. Then it is explained as "narrative". (The old higher critics have mostly had
to give up their division of the five books of Moses into "sources", so have taken refuge in seeing
them as old accounts - a very different thing to believing them.) The next three chapters deal first
with Exodus as the creation account of the nation of Israel; then second, look at the Covenant, and
third, fend off Liberation Theology (PresidentAbama's home church is deep into this).The remaining
chapters deal with Exodus and Law, then the Tabernacle's significance on earth and in heaven, and
end up by a chapter showing Christ in Exodus.
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