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• EDITORIAL • 

Old Series 
No. 2671 

"The Scribes also with the Pharisees came, and tempting desired him that 
he would show them a sign from heaven. He answered and said unto them ... 

Ye can discern the face of the sky ... "(Matthew 16:3) 

THIS was prompted by wrong motives, "and tempting". This was a two-edged 
temptation. Suppose our Lord refused to give the sign, either by refusal or failure, 
then they hoped to destroy His influence and impress the people that He was a 
false Messiah. But if He worked the miracle then He would have yielded to their 
low ideas of His Messiahship and its evidence. The Scribes and Pharisees were 
bitter enemies of each other, yet they combined to overthrow Christ. The demand 
of the Jews was presumptuous, "from heaven". They limited Christ as to the 
method by which He should display His divinity. Their demand was due to their 
blind unbelief They refused to accept the signs already given to them in Matthew 
11:5: "The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, 
and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached 
to them." This demand led to their desertion by Christ. The spirit manifested by 
these Jews showed it was useless to remain longer with them. He denied them 
further manifestations of His power - "There shall no sign be given unto this 
generation"; Jesus also withdrew Himself from them - "He left them and 
departed". This exactly describes our generation. 

The true Christian does not desire any more signs from heaven. The very last 
sign has been given, the Son of man has risen from the dead. We wait for the Lord 
from heaven, and eagerly watch for His coming again. We are busy preparing, 
waiting, obeying His command to "watch". We look for Him visibly, in person, in 
glory, with great power, with the clouds of God's presence, and soon. We see what 
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He foretold in Matthew 24: the destruction of Jerusalem, the appearance of false 
christs, a uniquely fierce time of tribulation, and the fig tree (Israel) and all the 
trees (the nations) putting forth their leaves. We are not troubled by the apparent 
delay, as He told us the people in His parable thought the absent king should 
"immediately appear", but in fact he had gone on a long journey. A thousand years 
with the Lord is as a day. 

We look for His Unveiling, Revelation, and Coming, and the Day of the 
Lord. The four precursors we are warned to watch for are: the Calling of the 
Gentiles, the Fullness of Israel, the Apostasy and Tribulation, and the Revelation 
of the Antichrist. 

We look for Him to come in this manner: personally, physically, visibly, with 
a real body, suddenly and gloriously. There will be accompanying signs of 
His Second Coming, the Resurrection and the Rapture. The issues of His Advent 
will be: the Judgment of both believers and unbelievers, the Glorification of 
believers, the Doom of Satan, the Reconciliation of all things, and a New Heavens 
and Earth. 

Maranatha [the Lord is at hand]. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. 

--·--
• A SERMON • 

BY THE EDITOR 

"Tell ye the daughter of Sian, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek and 
sitting upon an ass, and a colt, the foal of an ass" (Matthew 21:5) 

THE reason why there were crowds when our Lord entered Jerusalem at that last 
Passover was His raising of Lazarus from the dead, a feat never seen before in the 
history of the world. I have at times said to those gathered for a funeral that of 
ancient manuscripts only a few copies survive in almost every case. Aristotle's 
famous works exist in an Arabic translation hundreds of years after his time. 
Homer's Odyssey and the Iliad have come down to us in a negligible number of 
copies, and those are very late. Julius Caesar's account of the conquest of Britain 
is one document 800 years after the event. What makes the account of our Lord 
being raised from the dead so remarkable is that at least 4,000 ancient copies of 
the accounts are in existence, some written far nearer the event than these other 
ancient documents were to their sources. That shows the huge effect on the 
ancient world of Christ rising from the dead. Likewise the raising of Lazarus 
brought the crowds out. 

The second reason was a strange one. Our Lord wanted to get Himself caught 
on the horns of a dilemma. The people wanted victory over the Romans, and by 
a gesture or a word He could have led a rush to Pilate's palace, and the lion of 
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Judah to victory over the legions. However, if He now disappointed them by not 
taking the role of military conqueror, then the cry of the crowd would quickly 
change from "Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord", to "Crucify 
Him!". God's ways are strange. They lead the undecided into having to make a 
decision, for or against. That explains the path He is leading the true Church down 
now. Just as God led the children of Israel to be entangled by the land, in order to 
expose their inner thinking, embolden their enemies to show themselves, as well 
as rescue them by parting the Red Sea, so the Church worldwide is being trapped 
by the land. We want Him to rescue us, but He wants to sift His Church, showing 
our inner thoughts, and also to make His enemies come out into the open, for or 
against Him. Rescue comes last. We want it first. 

Christ had deeper reasons for choosing such a predicament The first was that 
He must either cease hiding His kingship, or abandon it. Now, at the end of His 
life He must make an open claim to David's throne. He had been asked by the 
rulers, "if thou be the Christ, tell us plainly", and had not laid claim to His crown 
as King of Israel. Now, our Lord uses popular emotions as His chosen method of 
proving His claims in a living sermon to the crowds and to us. 

And the second was that He must fulfil the Word of God in ancient prophecy. 
The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, until Shiloh come, binding his foal unto 
the vine, and his ass's colt unto the choice vine. A Sceptre must arise out of Israel, 
and out of Jacob He that shall have possession. Zechariah's words must find 
fulfillment in Him that day as He rides the donkey, or the Word of the Lord fall to 
the ground. 

First, then, He claims to be the King. He fulfills the prophecy of Zechariah 9:9: 
"Rejoice greatly, 0 daughter of Zion, behold, thy King cometh unto thee . . . 
lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt, the foal of an ass." The idea that 
the donkey was a mark of lowliness certainly does not exhaust its significance, for 
"My heart is toward the governors of Israel ... ye that ride on white asses". It was 
the mount of princes. The reason is not far to seek. The big white donkeys were 
as valuable as a horse, because their gait is smooth and does not jolt the rider, 
unlike a horse which shakes its rider up and down. So to show Himself King in 
Zion He must ride through the very streets of Jerusalem, and to the Temple. He 
has no alternative but go there to proclaim Himself King of the Jews, and take 
possession of the spiritual home of Israel. 

Second, He shows what sort of a King He might have been had He pleased. 
He had the heart of the people, every last one. They would have crowned Him 
then and there. He could have swept through the land in triumph and cleared it of 
the Romans. Why stop there? He who could raise the dead with a word could have 
made Caesar His prisoner, swept through every land in the world, and nothing 
could have halted His triumph. Every monarch and every army would have hailed 
His dynasty as long as time endured. He would have won every war in history. He 
could have taken His power and reigned and dashed the nations in pieces with an 
iron rod, like shivers from a clay pot. He could have swept through the skies, the 
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farthest nebulae would have bowed to the rule of their Creator. And He could have 
fed and healed, clothed and kept all peoples. He could have set up His Church 
with all the gold and purple, power and wealth in the world. None could have 
outwitted Him. All He had to do was to fall to the temptation of the devil: "He 
taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the 
kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; and saith unto him, All these things 
will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me." That is the Christ the 
whole world wants. I remember a young American missionary who made friends 
with the none-too-good-living Muslim lads in his village. They crowded round 
him eagerly and asked why, seeing he was such a good man, he did not confess 
that Mohammed was Allah's prophet, and so be perfect? He told me he replied, 
"If I did so, I would become like you". No, our Lord could have been an earthly 
monarch, but under sin's dread sway. 

Instead He mounts on an ass to show them what sort of a King He is. That is 
why He rides in triumph today. The British entered Delhi with myriad followers, 
scarlet coated regiments, princes and generals, trains of elephants with jewel 
encrusted howdas, and every sort of pomp in a procession taking fourteen hours. 
They left two hundred years later in a very different fashion. I read of Palestinian 
women near Nazareth very recently when over two hundred and fifty bowed their 
whole lives to Christ. Were the truth told of the history of the last two hundred 
years, it would be called "the Church age". For today is His triumph, even in mere 
numbers, let alone being the only One who changes the human heart to love and 
willingly serve. Other religions and non-religions, especially but not exclusively 
Islam, drive by fear. Saudi Arabia has "prayer police". Christ has none. Fatwas 
and death threats are unnecessary and redundant as He alone has power to change 
the affections of the human heart from loving sin and self, to loving God and His 
laws. No policemen exist in Christ's kingdom, yet it rules and grows unseen in 
hearts. No terrorist is necessary to frighten governments into giving way to Christ. 

Third, they see what kind of a kingdom He has. They see His is a kingdom of 
peace, whose royal authority is vested in poor disciples who sit at His feet and 
hear His commands. They still come from the outcasts of the earth, the weakest, 
the poorest, the illiterates, the most ordinary, the rebels and the alienated. Once 
Christ is crowned King in their hearts they become "the quiet in the land". They 
bear all things, hope all things, endure all things. Their love never fails for their 
King of peace. 

The kingdom's laws are unwritten, no green papers, white papers, batteries of 
civil servants, lawyers, law enforcement officers - none exist. The laws are 
written in the heart and all from greatest to least find them obvious and plain. 
When Christ had need of a donkey all He told the two disciples to say to the 
owner was, "the Master hath need of him", and the man obeyed without 
delay, cheerfully. Where is that law written? It is written nowhere else but in 
the conscience. Most marvellous of all, the human will obeys. Think what a 
miracle that is. 



The Gospel Magazine 41 

The kingdom is everlasting, and never fails. It needs no banks, no money, no 
vaults and riches. Its members lay up their treasures in heaven, where no moth or 
rust corrupt and no thieves break through and steal. Its king borrows a donkey to 
ride in state, across the garments and branches of the "public" strewn in the way. 
Legs dangling almost to the floor, He sits on the rump looking anything but a 
King. Yet from there He rules the universe. His kingdom rests on free will 
offerings. He rides on to cruel death, stripped of every last vestige of what this 
world calls glory. 

This kingdom has no cruelty to animals. Look at the foal, so gently used and 
cared for by hands that heal. One day in this kingdom all species will live again, 
the dodo and every other thing man has made extinct. You ask me when? In the 
restitution of all things, when the sons of God shall be made manifest, then the 
lion will lie down with the lamb and the ravages of sin will be put right. Let no 
sinner take comfort from that universality, for all responsible will be held to strict 
account. But those they have wronged in the dumb creation, will be freed from 
the wickedness of sin's tyranny. 

This kingdom had an immediate and divisive effect, for the whole city was 
moved saying, "Who is this?". Those watching for . the Consolation of Israel 
rejoiced and joined the crowd. Others answered, without deigning to go and see, 
"How ridiculous! Has any intelligent man joined the crowd?" "Such a King and 
such a kingdom makes us angry. He has no army, no political power! The whole 
thing smells of superstition and religious extremism. What, He come again to be 
our Judge?" Christ made sure of dividing the city by going straight to the Temple 
and showing up the hypocrisy being practiced there and then cleansing it. That 
made the rulers take sides for or against Him. Either they must repent and admit 
their sin, or hate Him more than ever. 

The reason why we are sure He is the King is because His kingship is 
spiritual. 

First of all, we find it in His own personal sovereignty over Himself. I read that 
one of the great generals of the last war said that in battle a g~neral is so hard 
pressed that unless he has complete control over himself and can forget his own 
needs, he will fail. It was said of Napoleon that in battle he would show amazing 
and concentrated activity night and day until victory came. At Waterloo he 
showed an uncharacteristic loss of self command, seemed to become lethargic at 
the critical time, and lost. Our Lord has perfect self-control. Lack of this has made 
men mock Brussels and Westminster alike. 

Next, because He had victory over temptation. In this He is obviously head 
and shoulders above all rulers and monarchs, presidents, princes and politicians. 
They may control others, but many fall to temptation. The mournful spectacle is 
all too well documented. 

See Him patiently endure suffering, marking His character as royal through 
and through. The thing that made Bonnie Prince Charlie admirable was the way 



42 The Gospel Magazine 

he endured hardship for those months in the Highlands. Christ endured a lifetime 
of it without once flinching . 

Then see His indifference to adverse judgments. Governments worldwide are 
very much influenced by judgments of them by business, pressure groups, other 
countries, world courts, and UN resolutions. Christ never looked even concerned 
at the continual judgments His enemies reiterated. He rides royally on as they 
shrilly shriek their judgments on Him. He has ignored them ever since. He has a 
total unconcern for public opinion. 

Further, see His refusal to be moved from the path of duty, either by love or 
fear. The world combines to move Him to change and fit in. Herod and Pilate 
become friends in seeking to make Him conform. The principle architect of the 
English Reformation was Cranmer. His recantation would therefore undermine 
the whole thing. That is exactly what happened in France with the Bishop of 
Meaux. So maximum pressure was applied to Cranmer when he was imprisoned. 
They alternately kept him in close confinement, making threats to bum him, then 
suddenly brought him out and made a fuss of him, all the while trying to 
undermine the Reformation by making him recant. That is how the world treats 
Christ today. He rides on, unmoved. 

His self-poise, sympathy and patience are regal. He has a stateliness about 
Him that cannot be lessened by the behaviour of His followers. The world is 
always quick to point with glee at the failings of ministers of the Gospel, and of 
any Christian who succumbs to temptation. Christ does not distance Himself from 
such, or lose one ounce of His quietly confident majesty. He shows sympathy and 
patience with friend and foe alike, unflustered by either provocation or failure. He 
rides on in majesty, the same, yesterday, and today, and for ever. 

He displays a calm and untroubled consciousness of God. He did not sit down 
at the end of life and review it with regret. That is because He never for an instant 
parted in spirit from God, except when God withdrew from Him who became sin 
on that Cross. 

The truth we stress is that Christ is able to impart this self-sovereignty to 
others. We speak from experience. We see and know in ourselves that this has 
happened. The ungovernable self, its ever-changing moods and un-royal 
behaviour, when subjected to Him, was infused by a reflection of every one of 
those royal characteristics. The present Queen said that when she was a girl her 
father, King George, said to her of Christ, "He is the real King". 

I will never leave thee nor forsake thee. Let it be thy chief concern to have thy 
interest in and right to the promises cleared up. This is the hinge on which the 
great dispute between thee and Satan will move in the day of trouble. Oh, it is sad 
for a poor Christian to stand at the door of the promise, in the dark night of 
affliction, afraid to lift the latch, whereas he should then come as boldly for 
shelter as a child into his father 's house. William Gumall 
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• FOR YOUNGER READERS • 

CARINE MACKENZIE 

FAITH IN GOD 

WHEN you sat in the chair at breakfast-time today, did you expect it to hold you 
up safely? You probably did not even think about it. But you exercised faith or 
trust in the chair. If the chair had a broken leg you would have perhaps fallen to 
the floor. Your faith in the chair would have been misplaced, placed on something 
that was not dependable. What is really important is to place our faith on 
something that is good and dependable, and will not disappoint us. 

The Bible tells us that without faith it is impossible to please God (Hebrews 
11 :6). Where is our faith to be placed? Only in the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the 
One who demonstrated who He is by suffering for our sin at Calvary and rising 
again. We must look to "Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy 
that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down 
at the right hand of the throne of God" (Hebrews 12:2). 

Jesus is totally dependable. He does not lie; He keeps all his promises; He has 
power to save us and keep us. We must rest in Him alone for the salvation that He 
offers to us in the Gospel. 

We need to have faith in Christ Jesus when we first believe. But we need that 
faith in Him day by day to help us deal with problems. It was faith in God that 
helped David face up to Goliath. 

We need faith to help us say "No" to sin. Joseph's faith in God helped him to 
tum away and run from the temptation of Potiphar's wife. Hebrews chapter 11 
gives us a whole list of heroes of faith who did amazing things with God's help. 

Jesus spoke about His followers having faith just like a grain of mustard seed, 
which is very tiny, but grows into a tree big enough for birds to nest in. Someone 
once said to a godly lady, "You are a woman of great faith". "No," she replied, "I 
am a woman of little faith in a great God." 

It is vital that our faith, no matter how little or weak, is placed in the right 
person- the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Faith can be summed up by this acrostic: 

Forsaking 
An 
I 
Trust 
Him 

We must believe what Jesus says to us in His Word, the Bible, and act on it in 
obedience. Faith is not something we can work up ourselves. It is a gift from God, 
a saving grace, part of the fruit of the Spirit. God is faithful to us. We should have 
faith in Him. 
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BIBLE SEARCH 

Find the missing words. The initials of your answers will spell out something 
from the story. 

1. both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, 
and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 20:21). 

2. without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and 
patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Thessalonians 1:3). 

3. For what if some did not believe? shall their ____ make the faith of 
God without effect? God forbid (Romans 3:3). 

4. Now faith is the ____ of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen (Hebrews 11:1). 

5. That ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving ____ for the 
faith of the gospel (Philippians 1:27). 

6. But without faith it is ____ to please [God] (Hebrews 11:6). 

7. Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other ___ _ 
under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved (Acts 4:12). 

8. Jesus said to them. Verily I say unto you, I have not found so ___ _ 
faith, no, not in Israel (Matthew 8: 10). 

9. By whom we have received grace and apostleship, for to the 
faith among all nations, for his name (Romans 1:5). 

10. Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith we shall be able to quench all 
the fiery of the wicked (Ephesians 6: 16). 

--·--
• EDWARD PEARSE oN THE SouL's 

ESPOUSAL TO CHRIST • 
Concluded 

JIM DAVISON 

THIS leads Pearse to give consideration to the "influence and ministry of the 
blessed Spirit"; the second work and act of "divine grace ... by which poor 
sinners come to be espoused to Christ". Here the Spirit "sets before the soul the 
riches and greatness, the beauty and excellency of the Lord Jesus Christ". "He 
reveals and offers Him . . . as one full of grace and truth, as one that has all 
fullness dwelling in Him, all fullness of life and peace, righteousness and 
salvation." The Spirit does this in such a way that "opens Christ's glory, and 
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causes it to shine before him so that now the soul sees in Christ that fullness, that 
beauty, that love, that amiableness, that sweetness which he never saw before". 
For Pearse this is nothing less that the Spirit working "a secret love and longing 
in the soul after Christ"; it is giving the soul "a secret touch whereby he is made 
to breathe and long after Christ" .17 

A touch, that irresistibly draws the soul "hungering and thirsting after Christ" 
(Matthew 5:6); such "hungering and thirsting" that nothing will satisfy, "till it 
finds itself in the very bosom and embraces of the beloved". Added to this 
irresistible drawing "the Spirit of God comes and enables him to believe"; and by 
this enabling "carries the soul to Christ in such a way of believing whereby he 
actually closes with Him and is espoused unto Him". It is in this condition the soul 
cries out: "give me Christ ... or else I die" and "perish, and that forever". "0 that 
Christ was mine! 0 that I had union with Him. 0 that I were in His embraces! And 
how happy should I be could I call Him mine!"18 

Faith, then, gives Christ "an inlet into the soul and it gives the soul an inlet into 
Christ". Furthermore, by this act of faith, "wrought in us by the Holy Spirit", says 
Pearse, quoting "a learned man", we "consent unto this marriage with Christ". 
Now, as Pearse notes, "there is a threefold act of faith which the Spirit of God 
works in the soul, whereby he more especially closes with Christ". There is, says 
Pearse, "an act of choice or election"; "an act of trust or dependence"; and "an act 
of resignation or subjection". By the first the soul is "made solemnly and 
deliberately to choose Christ, as his only Head and Husband, his Lord and 
Saviour". By the second the soul is made to "trust and depend upon Christ for all 
grace, righteousness and salvation". "Now, it ... rests and relies upon Christ for 
all grace on earth and glory in heaven." Finally, the soul is made "cordially and 
unreservedly to resign up himself unto Him, to be ruled, governed, and disposed 
of by Him in His own way" .19 

True, then, there is full assurance and satisfaction in this marriage between 
Christ and the soul, but yet there is a great deal more, for "the blessed Spirit of 
God takes up His abode and dwells forever in that soul as a pledge and everlasting 
bond of this marriage"; as "a love-token from Christ", says Pearse. And in so 
doing the Spirit gives to the soul "jewels of gold and silver, furnishes and 
beautifies him with all divine and heavenly graces". Indeed this indwelling of the 
Spirit is the "spring and fountain of all grace and gracious dispositions till He has 
lodged him safe in the arms and bosom of his sweet Husband above". What 
amazement, joy and thanksgiving should these truths bring to our hearts! Truly, 
we who are married to such a Saviour and Lord have cause to glorify God.20 

All this leads Pearse to challenge those who are not in this marriage union with 
Christ, "to arise out of you sins, arise out of your unbelief, arise out of your carnal 
security and go to Christ". Next comes a question of grave concern to these 
same people: "Can you make light of all that love, that comfort, that sweetness, 
that happiness, that blessed union and communion, that delight, solace, and 
complacency of soul which this espousal carries with it?" If the answer is yes, 
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then like the foolish virgins (Matthew 25: 1 0), you will "be shut out from the 
marriage supper ... shut out from God, from Christ, from the Comforter, from all 
the saints and angels, from all happiness, yea, from all hopes of happiness 
forever". In which case, "0 eternal souls", says Pearse, "be content to die, to 
perish, to be damned and miserable forever".21 

But not willing to leave the matter there, Pearse gives eight reasons why they 
should close with Christ; which he sets out by way of eight questions. Among 
them are the following: "Are you for dignity and greatness?" "Are you for riches 
and treasures?" "Are you for wisdom and knowledge?" "Are you for 
immortality?" To the first of these questions Pearse responds by saying that "there 
is none like Christ; none so great, so glorious, so honourable, as He". And there 
is none like Christ because "He came forth from God by eternal generation and is 
the eternal Son of the eternal Father". Indeed, of "the same divine essence and 
essential perfections" 22 as the Father, says Pearse. 

The same high praise is presented regarding Christ's authority, for "among all 
persons, and in all things, whether in heaven or earth, He has the pre-eminence". 
Indeed, such is the greatness of Christ's authority that "the whole creation is 
bound to perform homage and worship to Him". But not yet finished in praise of 
Christ, Pearse says, "He has riches as well as greatness to recommend Him" and 
these riches: "riches of life and love, peace and pardon, grace and glory, 
righteousness and salvation" have a "reality in them" for they are "eternal riches 
for an eternal soul". Compared to these riches, "what poor things are the riches of 
this world". At best, they are "painted riches", "perishing and uncertain things".23 

In regard to man's desire after immortality Pearse shows that none but Christ can 
satisfy it, for "He and He only lives for evermore". The point is well made by 
Pearse that "the best husband here below is mortal and may leave you in a 
moment". On the other hand Christ "alone is a never-dying Husband". Indeed, says 
Pearse, Christ is "the King immortal, eternal ... He only has immortality", and, 
importantly, "makes all His spouses to live forever too" (see John 11:25-26). What 
a glorious thought is this and it is one that draws from Pearse those lovely words 
from Song of Solomon 5:16: "This is my Beloved, and this is my friend." What a 
wonderful picture is here presented of Christ, such a picture that prompts the ques
tion: "Is He your Husband?" and if not "will you take Him as your husband?" 24 

Sadly, many will respond in a negative way to this invitation, but such are 
warned by Pearse that if you "reject Him [then you should] know that He lives 
forever to punish you, to inflict wrath and vengeance upon you, and to make you 
completely miserable". Warnings of this nature are scattered throughout each of 
the exhortations to enter into a marriage union with Christ: "0 how justly then 
will you perish forever", if you reject Christ. Likewise, "Christ's love will, if 
rejected by you, tum into wrath; and no wrath like that which is the result of 
abused love". Indeed, to reject "Him whom the Father loves and delights in, then 
expect to be rejected by both Him and the Father forever". Another reminder that 
Pearse sets before his hearers, and it is a very sombre one, is that "the time of love 



The Gospel Magazine 47 

will not always last, yea and the time will come when, though you call and cry, 
yet He will not hear". 25 

Another reason that Christ is desirable, is on account of all the great things He 
does for His spouse. Things like, "fully discharging their souls from all sin and 
guilt", and supplying all their needs by making "blessed provision for them". 
Further, Christ "heals all their wounds", and "never fails to work the cure for 
them". Then too, "He bears all their burdens", and that in two ways. First, "in a 
way of sympathy and compassion", or as it is rendered in Scripture: He "is 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities" (Hebrews 4: 15) and "in all their 
afflictions He was afflicted" (Isaiah 63:9). Second, by "way of succour and 
corroboration"; as He "gives them strength to bear and stand up under the 
burden". Christ also encourages the saints to cast their burdens upon Him, and in 
this "makes good His promise to them not to suffer them to be tempted above 
what they are able to bear". 26 

Furthermore, "Christ sweetens His people's afflictions", and this He does "by 
His presence with them, and the communications of His love to them, under their 
afflictions". Indeed, it is Christ's love and presence that "turns their night into day, 
their darkness into light, their pains into ease, their sorrows into joy, their losses 
into gain, yea, and death into life". Christ also sweetens the saints' afflictions by 
"sanctifying their afflictions to them and working good to their souls out of all". 
Then too, Christ "subdues all their enemies", including death, the last enemy, for 
"He has taken away all its killing power, its sting and curse, insomuch that they 
may holily triumph over it and rejoice in its approach". Know also, says Pearse, 
that "whatever is in the promise, whatever is in the covenant, whatever is in the 
glorious counsel of election, whatever the heart of God could give, the wisdom of 
God contrive, the power of God produce, or the blood of God purchase, that, all 
that, Christ jointures* His people in".27 

Convinced of these comforting truths Pearse makes these heart-searching cries: 
"0 how should this draw us to Christ and encourage us to accept of the offers of 
His love!" "0 sirs, how should this draw and allure us to Christ!" That they should 
respond in a positive manner to his pleading Pearse, once mQre, reminds his 
hearers who and what they really are in themselves and what they deserve: "In 
yourselves, you are lying in the lap and bosom of hell, heirs of wrath and 
condemnation, in danger every moment of sinking into the infernal pit."28 

However, it may well be asked if Christ will "take such as we are into so near 
a relation with Him"? To which Pearse gives a resounding, yes! For Christ's 
"heart is set upon nothing more than an espousal with sinners coming to Him". 
This leads Pearse to consider the wonderful things Christ has done for sinners and 
how "He condescends sweetly to woo them, and solicits them for their love and 
acceptance of Him". Likewise, "How affectionately He beeches and entreats 
them". Pearse also notes that Christ has "no design upon them but to make them 

* Property given to a woman at marriage, to be hers on her husband's death. 
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happy forever". Importantly, too, we are reminded that "it is not a cold offer or 
slight motion only that He makes", in wooing sinners; but one that "moves and 
offers, calls and invites with all earnestness and importunity". And such 
earnestness that Christ "has given sinners a full and firm assurance that nothing 
shall prejudice their acceptance with Him, nor hinder the match between Him and 
their souls in case they are willing". 29 

Convinced that for Christ "to see poor sinners come in and give up themselves 
to Him in a marriage covenant . .. is the joy, the rest, the satisfaction of His soul", 
Pearse implores his hearers: "Take Him, therefore, I beseech you in your most 
intimate embraces." But, it may be reasonably asked, if "all we do is sin, or at 
least we sin in -all we do", and are "destitute of all good", how then can this 
marriage covenant be attained? In response Pearse explains that while "it is the 
divine Spirit alone that does and can tie the marriage knot between Christ and 
you", you must "labour to be deeply sensible of your estrangement from Christ by 
nature"; "you must labour to be soundly convinced and deeply sensible of the 
greatness and heinousness of the sin of refusing Christ and the offers of His love". 
Likewise, "you must bear up your soul" with "such gospel principles and 
considerations as tend to draw sinners to faith in Christ". 30 

This is all very good advice, for as a result of our estrangement from Christ we 
are "in bondage to sin and the devil", and "rejected by God" in both our "persons 
and service". Then too, without Christ we are "under the law, and so under the 
curse". And being under the curse "carries in it death and condemnation for ever". 
It is also true that being estranged from Christ we have "nothing to satisfy divine 
justice", and therefore, "nothing that can secure ... one day, one hour, one moment 
more this side of everlasting burnings". Finally, rejection and refusal of Christ's 
marriage proposal, says Pearse, is a sin that "vilifies and pours contempt upon the 
work, office, and undertaking of Christ as Mediator". In other words, we have "no 
advocate to plead ... [our] case, none to speak a good word in heaven" for us.31 

There can be no doubt that this is a most frightful situation for anyone to be in. 
But it is not a hopeless situation, for it can be radically changed for the better by 
closing with Christ, as Pearse is at pains to explain throughout these sermons. For 
Pearse, even "though every sin is damning, yet whatever a man's sins are, though 
never so many, never so great, they shall never, they can never, damn him if he 
receives and embraces Christ". This is a wonderful thought and to help us further 
Pearse continues with his encouragements: contemplate on the "glorious and 
overflowing fullness of all good treasured up in Christ"; contemplate on the fact 
that "this glorious and inexhaustible fullness ... is in Him not for Himself, but to 
be dispensed and communicated to poor souls coming to Him". Furthermore, 
urges Pearse, "Dwell much in the contemplation of His infinite willingness to 
receive and save the worst of sinners".32 

One can sense the passion of Pearse at this point as he calls out to his hearers: 
"Look, 0 my soul, yonder is Jesus upon the throne at His Father 's right hand, full 
of grace and truth." Truly, "there is infinitely more worth in His merits to pardon 
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and justify you than there is evil in your sins to damn and destroy you". 
Continuing with his encouragements on "how to attain ... this sweet and blessed 
espousal", Pearse exhorts his hearers to "be sure to maintain right thoughts and 
apprehensions of [Christ]"; "honourable thoughts of His person", and "good 
thoughts of His ways, kingdom and government". Indeed, "unless Christ is rightly 
known and apprehended by us" as "the great Object of faith", we are "never likely 
to pitch our faith aright upon Him". For Pearse this is "one great reason why many 
fail and miscarry in their faith". 33 

However, it is not only that those estranged from Christ must have a right 
apprehension of Him, if they are serious about closing with Him; they must also 
"quit and renounce self-worth and self-righteousness"; they "must renounce all 
worth and righteousness of ... [their] own in point of justification and acceptance 
with God". Likewise, they "must quit and renounce all self-interest, which is 
nothing short of a willingness to forgo all ... outward interests and concerns for 
Christ when He calls". There must also be, as Pearse so aptly puts it, "a parting 
point with all for Christ's sake and at Christ's call". Now this is a very reasonable 
assertion to make, because "He who actually parted with so much for us highly 
deserves that we should be in a readiness to part with our little all for Him". Yes, 
says Pearse we "must wholly quit and renounce ourselves if we would indeed 
believe and have union with Christ". 34 

To ensure that his hearers make a right choice of Christ, Pearse makes the point 
that they should "choose and embrace Christ Himself', and "not His benefits and 
privileges only". It is, of course, not denied that "true faith gives the soul an 
interest in all the benefits, privileges, and purchases of Christ", but it is "Christ 
that is the great fountain of all grace and all manifestations of God to us". It is also 
important to "choose and embrace Christ in all His offices". This simply means 
that we must choose Christ "not as a Saviour only but as a Lord too; not only as 
a Priest to procure pardon and reconciliation for us but also as a Prince to rule, 
govern, and command us; not only as our righteousness to justify us but as a 
fountain of grace to make us holy". Then too, we should choose and embrace 
Christ "not only as one who is to bring ... [us] unto rest and happiness", but the 
One who in Himself "is the rest and supreme happiness of souls" _35 

To meditate on such matters as we have been considering will help us 
comprehend two very important truths. The first is "how great is the love and 
condescension of Christ in marrying souls to Himself'; especially when we 
"contemplate the infinite disparity and disproportion between Him and them". 
In other words Christ "is God and we are creatures; yea, He is an infinitely pure 
and holy God and we are unspeakably impure and unholy creatures". The second 
truth is "the unspeakable nearness and gloriousness of that union and relation 
which He takes them into with Himself'. 0 what "unspeakable comfort and 
happiness" they experience in this union, and not only in this life but in the life to 
come, "in the Father's house where ... [they] shall dwell", "in the full enjoyment 
of all forever". 36 
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It is my prayer is that we believers, "the spouse of Christ", to echo Pearse's 
words, will continue to "love, reverence, and obey" our "Lord and Head, living a 
life of dependence upon Him, as also of longing expectation of His corning to 
consummate the marriage between Him" and us to His glory. To those not yet the 
spouse of Christ: understand that "now is the accepted time; behold, now is the 
day of salvation" (2 Corinthians 6:2) and "Choose Him as the rest, the solace, the 
happiness of your souls, and never think of anything else to be the least part of 
your happiness besides Christ". 0, "Give up your name and soul to Christ in a 
marriage covenant and be happy forever".37 
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--·--

• THE NEED OF THE HouR • 
"He went forward a little, and fell on the ground, and prayed ... "(Mark 14:35) 

BRIAN GARRARD (Basingstoke) 

OUR blessed Lord is described by Mark as corning to Gethsemane and being in 
a state of great sorrow and agony. This need be no surprise as we contemplate 
what was to come upon the Lord in a few short hours. Betrayal, arrest, denial, 
false charges, floggings, rejection, crucifixion and death awaited Him. Who 
would not fall to the ground under such circumstances? Indeed, who would not be 
totally crushed and pounded to dust with the thought of this impending doom? 

The Lord's need of the hour 

His great need was to pray and this He did. Firstly, He prayed for grace to submit 
to the Father's will which involved the sufferings of the cross. Secondly, He asked 
to be strengthened so that He would endure all that lay before Him as He bore the 
guilt and penalty of our sin. We know the Lord was heard for, as a result, He 
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patiently suffered, died and then rose again. Before all this He received a partial 
answer. We read in Luke 22:43 that "there appeared an angel unto him from 
heaven, strengthening him". Although the Lord was the Son of God from heaven, 
the second Person in the Godhead and thus fully and perfectly God, He submitted 
to the need to pray. If He prayed, who is the source of all life and blessing, how 
much more is it required of us that we pray. 

Our need of the hour 
To deny that the world and the church within it have reached a crisis point, is to 
reveal a blindness of heart and mind that is extremely troubling. We live in an age 
which is increasingly self-absorbed, self-centred and hedonistic and approves of 
nearly every sexual vice imaginable. As for the church, she is often in a pitiable 
state, there being very little difference between her and the world anyway. It is a 
sad state of affairs, especially when some will claim to be living in the midst of 
revival and feel the situation for the church has never been so good. If revival fire 
has come down to us from heaven, why is society getting worse? During those 
periods of true revival in years gone by, the effect upon the people of the world 
was notable, especially when magistrates found no need to sit and hear cases or 
there came a great reformation of people's moral behaviour and general manners. 

What does the church do now when it faces a severe crisis? What it has been 
doing for years. It forms a commission which meets for a lengthy period, 
interviews many witnesses and produces an extensive report which reads more 
like a sociological document or a political and economic treatise. Or it calls a 
committee into being to consider what can be the way forward and lead us out of 
our difficulties. This is precisely what the church has been doing for at least a 
century, if not more, and, instead of improving, the situation gets steadily worse. 

What did the early Christians do? 
Do we read that the believers in Acts called for commissions and committees? 
In most cases, they did not. The Council at Jerusalem in Acts 15 may be the 
exception, but generally speaking, these early Christians, when faced with a 
difficulty or some great dilemma, did not resort to such means in order to resolve 
their problems. Rather, they turned to the only thing that they knew would avail 
and the one thing that God had commanded. What was that? It was prayer, 
whether in private or with other believers. 

Look at the book of Acts and see how often they met together to pray and note 
how few times they spent their hours in commissions or committees. Indeed, the 
very notion that these believers would spend their time in such futile gatherings 
is ridiculous to even imagine! They did not waste their time wondering how to 
take the Gospel to Jews and Gentiles and withstand the severe persecutions of the 
times. The church gathered for prayer and called upon God to pour out His Spirit 
on them. Read the history in Acts. It will stir, inspire and encourage you in times 
like these. Consider the following passages in the book of Acts and note how 
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often they prayed together and how little in comparison we bother to pray: 1: 13, 
14; 2:1,41, 42; 3:1; 4:23-31 ; 6:4; 9:11; 10:1,2, 9; 12:5-17; 13:1-3; 14:23. We trust 
that these references amongst others in the book will suffice to show that 
everything the early believers did was saturated in prayer. 

The primacy of prayer needs to be restored 

We have not because we ask not (James 4:2, 3) and this well applies to prayer and 
our lack of it. Through this means, God is pleased to channel His blessings to us. 
Day by day, He pours down His spiritual favours via the "golden pipe" of prayer. 
It follows that we must pray and do so before anything else and continue in the 
spirit of prayer, whatever we do. In order to demonstrate this, examine the 
importance that prayer had in the Lord's life. Sometimes He withdrew to a 
deserted place in order to pray, rose long before dawn, or even sought God all 
through the night. If the Saviour spent large parts of His life on earth in prayer, 
how much more should we! 

Prayer and the sovereign purposes of God 

Very often when God desires to pour out His blessings and work in a mighty way 
by His Spirit, He first stirs up His people to pray for such outpourings. One example 
is found in Luke 10, when he says to the Apostles, "The harvest truly is great, but 
the labourers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send 
forth labourers into his harvest". Following this, He sent out the disciples to preach 
and remarkable things were accomplished in the name of Christ. Another notable 
example is the Lord's command to the disciples to tarry in Jerusalem (Luke 24:49). 
What were they to do while they tarried and remained in the city? Acts 1:13-14 tells 
us. They were at prayer, as was probably the case on the day of Pentecost (2: 1). God 
had stirred the early believers to pray and seek him in order that the Spirit would be 
poured out upon them in mighty power. We repeat, when God determines to do a 
thing, He first moves His people to earnest and fervent prayer. 

Perseverance in prayer 

This does not mean that God necessarily sends His blessings immediately. In His 
wisdom, He may keep us waiting and test and try our faith before answering. In 
some cases there are believing men and women who never see answers to their 
prayers in this life. An example of this is found in the New England Puritan 
preacher Cotton Mather. He was a great believer in praying for the conversion of 
lost sinners and was certain that the prayers of God's people would prevail and 
bring "whole peoples and kingdoms to serve the Lord" (see The Nets of Salvation, 
1704). During 1706, he published a booklet in which he encouraged Christian 
believers to meet together in small groups and pray that the Spirit of God would 
be poured out upon the "rising generation" and many of them brought to 
salvation. He urged that a whole evening be spent to that end every two months 
and that the whole matter be taken very seriously. Mather died in 1728 and never 
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saw the blessing for which he prayed, yet a few years later a great move of God 
occurred in New England and in the United Kingdom when preachers like 
Whitefield, Wesley, Edwards and many others were raised up on both sides of the 
Atlantic. We do not know why the Lord's honoured servant did not personally see 
the revival for which he longed. God's ways are perfect and He never makes a 
mistake. What matters is that Mather and others prayed and in the goodness of 
God another generation benefited from their intercessions. 

Catching the fire 

By 1748, Jonathan Edwards, the New England preacher and theologian, was also 
trying to encourage prayer and published a work in which he sought to stimulate 
interest in the formation of a prayer union. What was the purpose? Let Edwards 
answer. That God "would appear for the help of His church, and in mercy to 
mankind, and pour out His Spirit, revive His work, and advance His spiritual 
kingdom in the world. . . . " There is no doubt that the great move of God that 
followed resulted in many being brought to true faith and the advancement of 
God's kingdom throughout the earth. The fruits of all this have been known for 
years and we too have benefited although, sadly, we saw a reversal during the 
20th century. The importance of prayer cannot be denied in any move of God but 
how many are prepared to give themselves to this duty? 

It is time for Thee, Lord, to work 

So says Psalm 119:126. The reason being that, "they have made void thy law". 
This has been done by breaking God's Law and attempting to abolish it altogether. 
It is unnecessary to describe the state of the earth and of our own land at this time. 
We all know what is happening and the desperate plight of the world and of the 
church. If God does not soon appear for us we shall descend into complete chaos 
and we are in a bad enough state already! We echo the Psalmist: "It is time for thee, 
Lord, to work", but what are we to do? God's people must pray and do so regularly 
and with great earnestness and fervency. Surely it is time for us to commit 
ourselves to regularly praying and asking that God would pour out His Spirit 
again. This will mean sacrifice but what of the millions who are perishing? What 
of the church that languishes at this time? Have we no concern for God's honour 
and glory? It is all very well enjoying the worship and fellowship in our churches 
but we must look beyond our own circles and have a prayerful compassion for 
others. What if we never see the blessings for which we pray? In some ways that 
is not important. What matters is to do our duty before God and pray. 

Something practical 

There is nothing more practical than to pray but in saying that, we need to be 
disciplined. If we prayed when we felt like it we would probably not pray very 
often! We need to commit ourselves to a specific time in which we engage in 
prayer, whether privately or with others. Praying with others is always better, 
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especially if a whole congregation can gather together. If this is not possible, then 
let smaller companies be formed with the aim that all over the land there are 
chains of prayer taking place and a kind of prayer union is established. A great 
concert of prayer needs to arise to Almighty God in which we give Him no rest 
until He answers us. 

Objections 

Some might object to praying in such a way and thus discourage believers from 
calling upon God. They reason as follows: 

• "It is the last times and things will get steadily worse. Besides, we cannot 
expect God to work mightily by His Spirit anymore in this world." In answer, 
we assume that those who reason in this way have been given a special 
revelation from God and know His calendar. These may be the "last days" 
but we have no warrant to assume that the Lord will not work any more and 
do great things. There may be many more years before the Lord returns. On 
the other hand, perhaps He will come tomorrow! However, our duty is to 
pray and preach the Gospel throughout the whole earth, not speculate and 
become pessimistic. 

• "Praying that God would move throughout His world in mighty power and 
also reform and revive His church tends towards extremism." In reply it is 
worth noting that we should not be kept from a good work simply because 
there are others who go to unbiblical extremes. Our Christian duty is to do 
what is right in the sight of God and leave the consequences to Him. 

• "Praying for revival or whatever you want to call it is wrong and leads to 
fanaticism." It is difficult to give an adequate answer to that. Again, the 
important thing is to act rightly before God. If it is wrong to pray that the 
church be reformed according to Scripture and revived and quickened, we 
leave readers to judge. If it is being fanatical to pray that many in the nations 
should be saved and added to the church of Christ, then we must allow 
ourselves to be described as fanatics and in so doing, honour God and His 
Word. In saying this, we do not endorse the many unscriptural and unwise 
things that go on today within and without the Christian church, but we plead 
that God's people seek the Lord in an earnest and fervent manner. 

The need of the hour 
is to pray specifically that God would: 

• Pour out His Spirit again, 

• Reform and revive His church, 

• Appear for the help of His people, 

• In mercy, save many who are perishing, and 

• Advance His spiritual kingdom in the world. 
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We would encourage readers to commit themselves to praying for the above 
and to do so on the first day of every month. If that is not possible, then let a day 
be chosen which is convenient to them, as well as an appropriate time. Some may 
wish to pray on their own, while there may be those who will want to pray with 
others. Perhaps even whole churches may meet to that end. The important thing 
is that God's people pray and continue to do so, even if God appears to delay in 
answering. Perhaps generations yet to be born will thank us for being faithful. See 
Psalm 102:17-18. May God arise and have mercy upon us. Amen. 

---·---

• STUDIES IN EZEKIEL • 

P. K I N G ( H a i Isham) 

Chapter 13 

BEWARE OF THE EVIL WORKERS 

HAVING spoken against Zedekiah and the people in Jerusalem, Ezekiel now 
turns to the false prophet and prophetesses who are deceiving the people. These 
are the leaders of the people, or in our time the Church hierarchy. 

1. The prophets. To gain personal popularity, these preachers were telling their 
audiences what the people wanted to hear. Ezekiel calls them foxes because they 
hunt the people rather than feed them. It is deceitful to say there is peace when 
there is no peace, and appeasing the masses only leads to disaster. The false 
prophets followed their own spirit, bringing messages for political reasons, 
playing to the whims of the people. In today's church a person's opinion is 
sometimes regarded as more important than the Word of God, and "feelings" 
overrule biblical teaching. If the congregations want a more social style of 
worship, then that is what the preachers bring them, in the vain attempt to make 
the Gospel more acceptable to the world. The Gospel of Jesus' Christ will never 
be acceptable to the unbeliever, and to try to mix the two is like mixing oil with 
water. This "golden age" of prosperity, so called, is a fantasy ending in eternal 
tears. See the retribution in Ezekiel's day when the preachers played up to the 
people. Hailstones, most unusual in that climate, show the fury of God's wrath. 

2. The prophetesses. We may have said we see no relevance in these verses to 
us, but ladies are now ordained and have authority and a large influence in 
churches. It was the alluring way they dressed themselves up for the idol worship 
that is condemned. Inappropriate dress and position in the church will displease 
God; the lady preacher is just one departure from the biblical order. Ladies are 
to be sober, virtuous, humble, ready to minister in places where men cannot. 
Ladies are not inferior in the church; they have a different ministry, much of 
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which is a gracious humility and recognition of the man's responsibilities. The 
punishment to the prophetesses in Israel was not less severe than that meted out 
to the men. The good works of Dorcas and the quiet spirit of Sarah are an example 
to all Christians. 

LESSONS FOR TODAY 

(a) There are false teachers in the Church today. They follow their own hearts, 
go after their own spirit and all like them end up the same way, 'they see nothing!' 
The true prophet prophesied [preached] from the heart of God following the Holy 
Spirit and so his message was charged with Divine reality. So it is with the true 
preacher today; he does not seek 'results' but glory to God. 

(b) We are wise to take the Bible as our touchstone. Some attempt to convince 
their hearers that what they say has come from heaven when really they have a 
hidden agenda of self-aggrandisement. 

(c) Many will point this way and that to teach Christ; beware of sheep in 
wolves clothing. The ladies of the church are vital to the life of the church but they 
must not think they can "catch" souls by smooth words [sew pillows] or pious 
stature. The ladies have a different yet equally important role to play in church 
life. Although many Christians have an ambivalent attitude to their leadership and 
preaching, that does not change God's Word, forbidding a woman to usurp 
authority over a man in the church or not to speak. 

BE SUBJECT ONE TO ANOTHER, CLOTHED IN HUMILITY 

--·--

• EMMAUS • 

Luke 24:13-35 

MAURICE HANDFORD (Poynton, Cheshire) 

ONE of the fullest and most beautiful accounts of the Resurrection appearances 
of the Lord Jesus Christ is to be found in the story of the walk to Emmaus. Mark 
refers to the story in one verse, but Luke had other sources of information not 
available to others. 

The story is an incontrovertible proof of the Resurrection on the third day, 
which has been described as the best attested fact in history. This narrative is a 
fulfilment of Christ's promise "where two or three are gathered together in my 
name, there am I in the midst". When two souls talk together with Christ as their 
theme, He draws near, lifting despondency and enlightening darkness. 

This incident has been called the loveliest story in the world. It has to do with 
the simplest things - a dusty road to a village, two ordinary people, a country 
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cottage, a simple invitation to a meal. Into these simplest of things came the living 
Christ, transforming and enriching everything. 

What a sorrowful walk it was! Cleopas and his unnamed companion were 
returning from the Passover; they walked and were sad, their hopes had been 
blasted, they staggered under their load of sorrow. They were overwhelmed with 
grief, they had lost their best Friend and the bottom had dropped out of their 
world. But at the moment of their greatest need "Jesus Himself drew near and 
went with them", though they didn't recognise Him. The Stranger who joined 
them was none other than the subject of their conversation. They were carried 
captive by the Stranger's amazing knowledge, His supreme authority and His 
burning words. Let us observe four things in this matchless story: 

Opened Scriptures (verses 25-27) 

The disciples' knowledge was weak and imperfect, they confessed frankly that 
their expectations had been disappointed by Christ's death. They had looked for a 
temporal redemption from the powers of Rome. They had completely overlooked 
the fact that it was predicted of Christ that He must first suffer and then enter into 
His glory. They wanted the crown without the cross. There is a widespread 
tendency today to dwell on the attractive parts of Scripture and to omit those 
which do not appeal to us. The love of God is over-stressed by some preachers at 
the expense of His other attributes; e.g. His hatred of sin. These two disciples had 
read their Bibles without fully understanding what they read. 

"Beginning at Moses and all the prophets He expounded unto them in all the 
scriptures the things concerning himself." Here the Lord Jesus sets His 
imprimatur on the Old Testament - we need to beware of neglecting or despising 
it. How full of Christ is this portion of God's Word. We cannot go far in any part 
of Scripture without meeting with something that has reference to Christ, whether 
sacrifice, prophecy or type. Christ is the central Sun of the whole Book; the key 
to the sacred volume is Christ. 

The Lord's ministry that day to the two disciples completely lifted them from 
the depths of despair; they could say with the Psalmist, "Thy word hath quickened 
me". What must it have been to hear the Bible expounded by the Lord; small 
wonder then that their hearts burned within them as He talked with them by the 
way. What would we not give to have a transcript of that divine exposition? 

Opened home (verses 28 and 29) 

Here is a Guest they really wanted to stay. Christ loves to be entreated of His 
people; He gladly enters where welcome. "He made as though He would go 
further" - He desired to see if they really wanted His company. He loves to draw 
out our desires. At Emmaus the Christ who is asked to come in order to receive 
abides in order to bestow. Has Christ been welcomed into our home? Is Christ the 
Head of the house? A man's Christianity may be tested by his home life; said the 
Psalmist, "I will walk in my house with a perfect heart". 
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Opened eyes (verse 31) 

"Their eyes were opened and they knew Him." The revelation to sense came 
only after the revelation to faith. "He was known of them in the breaking of 
bread" (verse 35). They had not been at the last Supper (only the twelve were 
there); perhaps they remembered how He gave thanks at the feeding of the five 
thousand or perhaps they saw the scars in His hands as He broke the bread - "they 
knew Him". 

Are our spiritual eyes open? Can we say with the blind man who had his sight 
restored, "One thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see" (John 9:25). 

Opened lips (verse 35) 

"They told what things were done". They set off that very hour to tell the others 
what they had heard and seen- a distance of seven and a half miles. Such was 
their enthusiasm they braved the darkness and dangers of the night. Alas, some 
Christians have never gone seven and a half yards out of their way to tell what 
they know of a living Saviour! Good news is not meant to be kept a close secret 
but to be shared with others. 

We certainly have need to pray: "0 Lord, open thou our lips; and our mouth 
shall show forth thy praise." 

--·--

• WISDOM FROM A WASTELAND • 

PETER MURCOTT 

"I went by the field of the slothful, and by the vineyard of the man void 
of understanding; and, lo, it was all grown over with thorns, and nettles had 

covered the face thereof, and the stone wall thereof was broken down. 
Then I saw, and considered it well: I looked upon it, and received instruction. 

Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep: 
so shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth; and thy want as 

an armed man" (Proverbs 24:30-34) 

1. THE SLOVENLY ATTITUDE 

HERE is a proverb from a field and a vineyard, occupied by "slothful", so-called 
because he clearly had an aversion to work. How he spent his time, other than by 
just taking it easy, no one knows; but such men never have time to do anything -
and so the land went to waste. 

Things should have been different. We know from the parable of the labourers 
in the vineyard (see Matthew 20: 1-16) that there was always plenty to do. But this 
man did nothing, so he is described as being "void of understanding". That 
doesn't necessarily mean that he knew nothing. He may have been very intelligent 
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and widely read for all we know, talking for hours on end about everything and 
anything. Yet he understood nothing, because he did precisely nothing. He hadn't 
even grasped that, "In all labour there is profit; but the talk of the lips tendeth only 
to penury" (Proverbs 14:23). 

What shall we call him? Proverbs 18:9 says: "He also that is slothful in his 
work is brother to him that is a great waster." The man void of understanding was 
certainly that. Maybe Ignorance would be an appropriate name. 

Now there was another character- the wise man who walked by, stopped, and 
surveyed the scene before him. Ignorance, of course, wasn't around. Notice how 
the wise man, who was none other than King Solomon, reacted. He saw the 
serious state of decay, considered it well, looked upon it, and received instruction. 
He didn't express moral outrage, nor did he dilate endlessly upon the sins of the 
wayward and the foolish. Instead he learnt something to apply to his own life. 
Men do not gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles (see Matthew 7: 17), but the 
wise can learn salutary lessons from sorry situations. So it was here. 

2. THE SORRY STATE 

The land was just as one would have expected it to be, given that it had been 
abandoned to the elements. It was overgrown with thorns, and wherever you 
looked, nettles had sprouted profusely. Added to that, the stone wall, so essential 
as a boundary, was broken down, leaving it open to trespassers, both two- and 
four-footed. 

As we visualise this state of affairs, as so graphically described, we might 
remind ourselves that it did not occur overnight. If you were to sit and gaze at a 
stone wall, day after day, it wouldn't look any different. And yet we all know that 
change, decay and corruption are all around us, so what is the process? 

Edmund Burke, who is usually remembered for his comments about evil 
triumphing when good men do nothing, said: 

The instances are exceedingly rare of man immediately passing over a 
clear marked line from virtue into declared vice and corruption. There are 
middle tints and shades between the two extremes; there is something 
uncertain 'on the confines of the two empires which they must pass through, 
and which renders the change easy and imperceptible. 

This ties in with experience. The statistics with which we have become all too 
familiar of the collapse of almost every moral and ethical value in the British Isles 
did not happen overnight. It was slow and imperceptible. But that a fundamental 
and far-reaching change has taken place is plain for all to see, so that one thing is 
certain: unless something is done, matters will only get worse. Moreover, we 
might reflect on the fact that things which once would have shocked us, no longer 
do so. It is as if we have not simply become accustomed to decay, but that we have 
become anaesthetised by it, which is worrying. 
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Solomon's wise enquiry 
Many illustrations could be given - such as the ongoing attack not only upon the 
very institution of marriage, which should be the bedrock of a stable society, but 
upon the Christian faith itself, which alone can bring order to chaos, and light to 
those who sit in darkness. We could, of course, look back longingly to a different 
age - something to which humans are particularly prone in times of great 
uncertainty. Yet we might notice that Solomon did not so much reflect upon how 
things once were regarding the vineyard, even though he knew full well that it had 
seen better days. He enquired instead into how and why the change came about. 
And in so doing, he received sound instruction. 

3. THE SOUND INSTRUCTION 

So what was the cause? The answer is: "neglect". Proverbs says this: "A little 
sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep" (24:33-34). Ignorance 
was apathetic when he should have been active. Hands that should have been 
industrious were idle. The outcome was obvious enough, but Ignorance must 
have obstinately ignored it. Good land calls for good husbandry; yet his was not 
just apathy, but a downright dereliction of duty. You can imagine him saying that 
he could not abide folk preaching at him, so sermons would have been a clear 
signal to stay switched off, and think of anything but Scripture. "Awake thou that 
sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light" (Ephesians 
5: 14) wrote Paul. But that is just what those who are void of understanding do not 
want to happen, lest their deeds, or the lack of them, are exposed. 

So what sound instruction can we receive? It is this. Seeing that nature abhors 
a vacuum, if the good seed of the Gospel is not sown, then something else will be. 
In the parable of the wheat and the tares, at least some good seed was sown. But 
we are living in a day and generation when it is increasingly being demanded that 
the Christian Gospel be played down to vanishing point. We would truly be void 
of understanding if we failed to see where and to what this is already leading. 

Our calling 
God is saying to Christians: "Son [and this obviously includes "daughter"], go 
work today in my vineyard" (Matthew 21 :28). 

"Son" - "Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that 
we should be called the sons of God ... "(1 John 3:1). Do keep that first and 
foremost in your mind, because His call and command are first and foremost 
privileges. 

"Go" - Here is the antidote to apathy: Christians are called to do something 
vital. It's an urgent call, because the days are dire and the need is great. It's a 
unique call, because it comes from God Himself. 

"Work" - But what is this work? Proverbs 24:27 says: "Prepare thy work 
without, and make it fit for thyself in the field, and afterwards build thine house." 
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So take it to the Lord in prayer. Tell Him that you are ready to respond, but ask 
Him what exactly He would have you do. 

"Today"- Christ Jesus set the example, saying: "I must work the works of Him 
that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work" (John 9:4). 
That tells of the great necessity, the great commission, the great opportunity, and 
the great incentive. 

"In"- This is God's command to Christians: to return to the field of action. All 
these years past, every pressure has been exerted on believers to retire to the 
sidelines. And what has happened? godlessness has come pouring in. 

"My"- "All the world is God's own field, Fruit unto His praise to yield" (Henry 
Alford, 1810-71). Do remember this when you are next challenged about your autho
rity. As the Psalmist says of God: "The heavens are thine, the earth also is thine: as 
for the world and the fulness thereof thou hast founded them" (Psalm 89:11). 

"Vineyard"- It is the place of the hope of a good harvest. That is our calling: 
to bring forth fruit. But we cannot do it alone. Christ said: "I am the vine, ye are 
the branches. He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much 
fruit: for without me ye can do nothing" (John 15:5). 

"Ah!" says one, "why enter a place that is falling into such rack and ruin?" The 
answer is partly provided in an old harvest hymn: 

"Go out in the by-ways and search them all; 
The wheat may be there, tho' the weeds are tall; 
Then search in the highway, and pass none by, 
But gather from all for the home on high. 
Where are the reapers? Oh, who will come 
And share in the glory of the "harvest home"? 
Oh; who will help us to gamer in 
The sheaves of good from the fields of sin?" 

(E. E. Rexford ( 1848-1916) 

Will you join them? Will you labour faithfully for the Lord from this time 
forth? The call to action should be considered alongside a call to repentance. 
There is excellent food for thought in a little-known hymn, "We have not known 
Thee as we ought". One of the verses says this: 

"We have not served Thee as we ought; 
Alas, the duties left undone, 
The work with little fervour wrought, 
The battles lost or scarcely won! 
Lord, give the zeal, and give the might, 
For Thee to toil, for Thee to fight." 

(Thomas Benson Pollock (1836-96) 

Then work with a will for Christ while it is day, saying, "Behold, now is the 
accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation" (2 Corinthians 6:2). 
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• STUDIES IN BRITISH CHURCH 
HISTORY • 

From Aidan to the Synod of Whitby (635-664) 

Concluded 

E. J. MALCOLM (Reading) 

The death of Oswald left Northumbria split once more. Penda ruled in the south, 
Oswy in the north. It would be thirteen years before the kingdom would be 
reunited, though it is a measure of the times that though Penda had killed the 
bretwalda, he had not assumed the title himself; that still belonged with Oswy. Yet 
for all his honour, he had to endure border raids from Penda and the Mercians, 
allied to Gwynnedd of the British, or Welsh. 

It was to King Edwin's family that Oswy looked for a wife, marrying Eanfled, 
Edwin's daughter. She had been sent to Kent on her father's death, and had grown 
up under Roman rule and order. On her return she insisted on being accompanied 
by clergy she knew. They brought their ways and views with them. The most 
obvious difference between Celtic and Roman Christianity, the dating of Easter, 
now became all too apparent. There were years when, as the Queen and her 
entourage kept Palm Sunday as part of their Lenten fast, the King and his 
entourage would be celebrating Easter with a great feast. The situation was not 
quite as absurd as it might sound, since archaeological investigation has revealed 
that the king's court contained four great halls, each over one hundred feet in 
length, and each group would have been quite separate from the other. It was 
a situation Aidan had known about, but all were willing to tolerate it, at least at 
that time. 

One of the ways in which Oswy sought to limit Penda's power was through his 
son, Peada. Penda had made his son ruler of West Anglia, roughly modern 
Leicestershire. Peada had ambitions to replace his father, and sought allies. To the 
north ofWestAnglia was the kingdom of Lindsey and to the north of Lindsey was 
Deira, where Penda claimed lordship, and to the north of him was Berni cia, where 
Oswy was king. Peada married Oswy's daughter, and was at the same time 
baptised by Aidan's successor, Bishop Finan. The ceremonies took place in 
Bernicia, and when Peada returned he was accompanied by four missionaries. It 
is the presence of these missionaries which indicates that there was more to this 
conversion than mere political expedience: Peada intended his whole kingdom to 
hear the Gospel. 

Among the missionaries who went was one of four brothers, named Cedd. His 
three brothers were Cynebil, Caelin and Chad, who would later be famous for his 
mission to the Mercians, settling upon Lichfield as the location for his abbey. 
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Another king over whom Oswy exerted influence was Sigebert of the East 
Saxons. A frequent visitor at Oswy's court, he must have had much contact with 
Christians. Bede records that it was Oswy's "friendly and brotherly counsel" that 
was instrumental in the conversion of Sigebert. In 653 Bishop Finan recalled 
Cedd from the West Anglians and sent him to Sigebert and the East Saxons. We 
can add that Oswy was again extending his influence, since at that time 
Northumbria was the foremost Christian kingdom, and her king was bretwalda. 

Bishop Finan recalled Cedd from among the Mercians and sent him to the East 
Saxons, whereupon he became their bishop. Unlike the Roman bishops he was not 
bishop of a place, but of a tribe. The Romans liked to associate themselves with 
the old Roman civitas, the centres of government like Canterbury, Dorchester-on
Thames, London and York. The Celtic bishops had no such ambition, and in time 
this would help the Roman party to paint them as "rustic" and simple. 

In 656 Oswy finally threw off Penda's claims to Northumbria. He had tried to 
buy off the Mercians, but the gift had been refused. In despair he had remembered 
that God helps those who love him, and had decided to meet Mercia in battle. 
Outnumbered three to one, he vowed to give twelve estates over as monasteries 
if God would give him victory. He won, and Bede records with some 
disappointment that he gave over twelve little estates. One of these would become 
Hartlepool, and another was Streaneshalch, the Bay of the Lighthouse, up on the 
Northumbrian coast. There the Abbess Hilda founded a monastery for men and 
women. We know it by its modem name, Whitby. 

The Easter controversy rumbled on. An Irish monk named Ronan, who was 
from Lindisfame, went south to Canterbury, and possibly to the Continent. Upon 
his return he harangued Bishop Finan over his Easter dating. Finan's reported 
response was to express pure rage at the impertinence of the man! However, the 
time was fast approaching when such a reaction would be insufficient to hold back 
the tide. The death of Bishop Finan in 661, and the appointing of his successor 
Colman, seemed to offer the opportunity for bringing the matter to a head. 

We tum therefore to consider the Easter controversy. It was only one of a 
number of such controversies at the time, another being over how monks should 
be tonsured, another over whether Benedictine rule was the only one for 
monasteries, or whether other orders should be permitted: the Celts said they 
should, the Romans said they should not. Yet it is without doubt the Easter 
controversy that was most serious, and so we consider that alone. 

Easter and the Church 
The issue of when Easter should be celebrated may seem odd to us. Those who 
have glanced at the Tables in the introductory material in the Book of Common 
Prayer know that the date of Easter can be calculated using the information given. 
We know that the Eastern Church, including both Russian and Greek Orthodox, 
observe various feasts on different dates from the practice of the Western Church. 
To the Roman Catholic Church today these differences are an outrage: how can 
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Christians not agree to celebrate the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ on the 
same day? It is bad for the unity of the body, and bad for our witness to the 
unbelieving world. These were the same concerns expressed by the Roman party 
in the decades approaching Whitby, and we must admit that there is something in 
their argument, as far as it goes. 

The Jewish Passover is of course celebrated on Nisan 14. Nisan is the first lunar 
month of the year. However Nisan 14 fell on a different day of the week each year, 
and the Christian Church came to see that the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ 
ought to be celebrated on the first day of the week. Some went further, and argued 
that Nisan 14 should be avoided at all costs. The Council of Nicea, 325, 
condemned as heretics those who observed Easter on Nisan 14 each year, 
labelling them Quartodecimans. The Council's ruling was, however, open to 
interpretation. What if the Sunday was Nisan 14? Ought the Church to celebrate 
Easter a week later, or keep to the day and allow the coincidence? The Roman 
Church decided that any day between Nisan 15 and Nisan 21 was acceptable, 
which meant that Easter could be celebrated a week later than the Passover if 
needed. This, it is thought, was what the Nicene Council intended. 

The monks of Iona, however, received their tradition from Anatolius, Bishop of 
Laodicea, who wrote before 325. They were not Quartodecimans, but they did 
celebrate Easter on Nisan 14 if it happened to fall on that date. This meant that 
they and all who followed them might celebrate Easter a week earlier than those 
who followed Rome's system. We saw earlier that this very thing happened at the 
court of King Oswy, as his wife Eanfled, who had been brought up in Kent, 
followed the Roman practice. 

The matter was compounded by the need to have tables for the cycles of the 
moon and the years. Easter was based on lunar months and the occurrence of the 
vernal equinox. Easter cannot be celebrated before the equinox. The Roman 
Church, and indeed, the West, used a solar calendar, and so was dependent on 
tables that correlated the cycle of lunar months with the relevant solar years. 
Mathematicians at Alexandria, who were experts in this sort of thing, produced 
very accurate tables, based on a nineteen-year cycle; one Dionysius Exiguus 
publishing the definite guide in 525. There the matter ought to have ended, but a 
meddling Frenchman, Victorius of Aquitaine, decided to go one better. He 
extrapolated a perpetual calendar from the work of Exiguus, using a 532-year 
cycle, being 19 x 28. Unfortunately, he misunderstood the intricacy of the 
Alexandrian system, and the result was that within a few decades the Roman and 
Alexandrian systems, which ought to have been identical, began to drift apart. To 
compound the problem, the Irish, basing their practice on the supposed writings 
of Anatolius, used an 84-year cycle. Thus between the Celtic, Roman and 
Alexandrian systems, Easter was celebrated up to three times a year within the 
worldwide Church! 

Of course, there was more to the issue than simply agreeing to celebrate Easter 
on the same day. For the Roman party this was becoming an issue of supremacy. 
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Would the Celtic bishops and monks accept Rome's version simply because she 
was Rome? For the Celts it was a question of trust. Ever since Augustine had met 
the British bishops and treated them in such a haughty manner the indigenous 
Church tended to look upon anything Roman with suspicion. There was a third 
problem, which, though not religious, or even ecclesiastical in nature, was to 
impinge heavily upon this issue. 

King Oswy had a son and, in the manner of the time, made him sub-ruler of 
Deira, or perhaps less than that kingdom. Alfrith, in the manner of ambitious sons, 
was not content with what he had, and eyed his father's throne with envy. He 
needed a lever in order to destabilise his father. He found that lever in the shape 
of a Northumbrian nobleman turned priest, named Wilfrid. 

Wilfrid is another interesting character. Aged fourteen we find him at 
Lindisfame Abbey nursing a crippled nobleman, who may have been a relative, 
who had become a monk in his latter years, and as a consequence of his injuries. 
Such was Wilfrid's character that he was allowed to live as a monk by Aidan, 
though he never took a vow. In 652 he went to Kent, and from there he travelled 
to the Continent, first at Lyon, then in Rome. He returned, spending a total of 
three years in Lyon, before arriving back in England around 660, in time to be 
introduced to the impressionable Alfrith by King Coenwalh of Wessex. Alfrith 
was impressed by Wilfrid's conversation, so he turned the Lindisfarne monks out 
of Ripon Abbey, gave it to Wilfrid, and had him ordained priest. 

It was Alfrith who, some time in 664, conspired to bring various interested 
parties together, seeking, as we have said, to challenge his father's authority. The 
debate over Easter could be avoided no longer, and the Abbess Hilda was asked 
to host the Synod at her monastery at Whitby. 

The Synod of Whitby 
The Celtic Church was represented by Bishop Colman, Abbess Hilda, and Cedd. 
The Roman party was represented by Bishop Agilbert, the Frankish bishop of 
Wessex, James the deacon, now a very old man, and probably a very unwilling 
participant, Alfrith, and his wife Eanfled's new Kentish chaplain and, of course, 
Wilfrid. Since there was a language barrier it was agreed that Cedd should act as 
translator for both parties. 

Colman was first to speak. He stated, in short, that he had received his Easter 
tradition from St. Columba of blessed memory, and that he had got it from St. 
John through the Alexandrian Church. Since St. John had been allowed to lay his 
head on Christ's breast at the Last Supper, and since everybody knew the many 
miracles associated with St. Columba, surely none would dare to dispute the 
Celtic practice. 

It fell to Bishop Agilbert to respond, and he did, by asking that Wilfrid be 
allowed to speak for his party. Wilfrid attacked. He described St. Columba as a 
simple rustic who knew no better, and St. John as a man who had had to keep to 
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the Jewish Passover to avoid giving offence to the Jews in his day. Wilfrid and the 
Roman party, on the other hand, could point to the practice of St. Peter and St. 
Paul, who had both suffered at Rome, and had left the Church there their own 
examples to follow. He added that it was to St. Peter that Christ gave the keys of 
the kingdom, and that since he had supremacy over all men regarding eternity, and 
since that supremacy belonged naturally to Peter's successors at Rome, it 
followed that all should do as Rome does. 

Oswy then spoke. He began by asking Bishop Colman whether indeed our Lord 
had given the keys of the kingdom to St. Peter. Colman confirmed this. He then 
asked whether our Lord had given the keys of the kingdom to St. Columba. 
Colman confirined that he had not. Oswy then declared that he would rather 
conform to the practice of the man who held the keys than to that of anyone else, 
no matter how saintly or worthy they were. With a smile he declared for Rome, 
and so the Synod ended. 

That smile needs to be understood. Oswy was not indicating that he had got the 
decision he wanted: his own practice and preference was for the Celtic dating. 
That smile did not indicate any sort of condescending disinterest, for he knew 
what was at stake. Rather, that smile was the smile of a man who knew he had 
defeated his opponent with his own weapon. Alfrith was left without the lever he 
sought, and indeed he drops almost completely from view after this. Oswy had 
kept his authority intact by siding with the spiritual power in the land. 

Conclusion 
Whether Oswy knew the long-term consequences of his actions, and whether he 
would have cared if he did know them, is another matter. All that we can say is 
that Alfrith, through his scheming against his own father, opened the way for 
Rome to establish her authority over the Celtic Church in the whole of this land. 
She had already convinced the Southern Irish to change their practice some thirty 
years earlier, and the Northern Irish, or Scots, would only hold out for about 
another eighty years all told. From this moment on, although change would be 
slow, a new power was at work, and the Church in this land was now tied to a 
continental system built upon logic and a love of order rather than upon the pure 
Word of God. The Synod of Whitby led to the fairly rapid subjugation of 
Christianity in this land to the power and errors of the medieval Church. This is 
not to say that the Celtic Church was pure, it was not, but at least it was not Rome. 
From now on, the Church in England would be Roman, and would remain so for 
almost one thousand years. 

Light and darkness, good and evil, bitter and sweet, are not more irrreconcilable 
than Christ and the world. Neither is satisfied without controlling the whole man, 
and therefore they are perpetually at war. Every man is either a whole-hearted 
Christian, or a whole-hearted worldling. Gardiner Spring 
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• BOOK REVIEWS • 

Fire From Heaven - Times of Extraordinary Revival. Paul E. G. Cook. EP Books. 
pp. 144, paperback. £8.99. ISBN 13 978-085234-709-6. 

If the topic of revival comes up, people probably tend to think ofWhitfield or the Wesleys or Finney 
and not realise that God has been pleased to move in extraordinary ways through many other less 
well-known men, and in various parts of the country. This book tells of revival in the Midlands, the 
North, Cornwall and so on. Where doctrinal differences are referred to, or where there is 
particular terminology used, there is a useful glossary outlining the essential points to note. A 
detailed bibliography may well prove very useful for any who wish to undertake further research 
themselves. The book is not designed as a detailed history but has come about as listeners to his 
addresses have pressed the author to make the material available in book form. Some accounts, 
therefore, may appear to be much too brief. 

The writer also seeks to give a biblical grounding for what most understand by the term 
"revival", especially for those who long to see such times repeated in our land. The book has 
illustrations or photos of many of the men and church buildings referred to in the text. This little 
volume is a very helpful and thought-provoking introduction to the subject of revival. Scripture 
quotations are from the NKJV. R.S. 

The Ulster Awakening - An Account of the 1859 Revival In Ireland. john 
Weir. The Banner ofT ruth Trust. pp. 280, paperback. £7.50. ISBN 978-1-84871-037-5. 

This is a republication of a comprehensive and detailed documentation of the Glorious Ulster 
Revival, originally published in 1860. The author is able to draw on his own experiences but also 
publishes correspondence from those at the very centre of the awakening, such as Rev. Hugh Hanna 
and Dr. Henry Cooke, which gives the reader a vivid picture of what was taking place in the hearts, 
minds and souls of those under conviction. Mr. Weir gives the following definition: "But as 
commonly understood, revival means not only the enlargement and advancement of the work of 
grace in the regenerate, but the impartation, by the quickening Spirit, of a, divine life to those 
hitherto dead in trespasses and sins." 

It is clear from this contemporary account that the Ulster Revival was entirely Protestant and 
Evangelical, bitterly opposed by Rome, Unitarians, Tractarians and sections of the Press. This is a 
wonderful, heart-warming, soul-stirring book that has inspired this reviewer to importunate prayer 
for a revival in our own day. P.J. 

Send the Fire, Lordi Barry Shucksmith. Our Inheritance Bible Ministries, 12 High Street, 
Polegate, East Sussex BN26 5AA. pp. 153, paperback. £6.50 plus p&p. ISBN 1-90281-709-5. 

This excellent book has been published to commemorate the I 50th anniversary of the Ulster 
Revival of 1859. It is a timely reminder and great encouragement to the Christian in our days of 
increasingly aggressive secularism and spiritual apathy, of how Almighty God has been pleased to 
work in the past in gracious visitation to the saving of many precious souls. The author emphasises 
how prayer was the real abiding characteristic of this revival by starting each chapter with a 
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quotation on the subject of prayer by E. M. Bounds. Not only does the book provide the reader 
with a general historical account chronicling the events of the Ulster Revival but is also insightful 
on the subject of revivals with application to the present. The author is also to be commended for 
recommending the writings of Jonathan Edwards for further advanced reading on the subject and 
history of revival. 

The book contains a useful and informative summary of some of the characteristics of the 1859 
Ulster Revival given by the Rev. S. J. Moore, that will help the reader in giving some discernment in 
distinguishing between the true, such as the 1859 Ulster Revival, and the false, such as the 1994 
Toronto Blessing. Some of the marks of the 1858-59 Revival in Ulster include the prominence of 
the conviction of sin and reality of Hell, the Holy Spirit in a new convert enabling the Lord Jesus 
Christ to be greatly glorified, to have an intense loathing of sin, a forgiving spirit, a great power in 
prayer. Also the mil\d was not by-passed, as frequently seems to be the case with many claims today. 

Bible references are taken from the Authorised Version of the Bible. A highly recommended book 
at a reasonable price. P.S.L. 

Calvin's Commentary on the Psalms. Abridged by David C. Searle. The Banner ofT ruth 
Trust. pp. 680, hardback. £ 18.00. ISBN 978-1-84871-03 1-3. 

This carefully-constructed book reduces Calvin's massive commentary to about one quarter of its 
original size, so as to make it more accessible to those who otherwise might never read it. Calvin 
held the Psalms in high regard, calling them "An Anatomy of Parts of the Soul", because "there is 
not an emotion of which anyone can be conscious that is not here represented as in a mirror". He 
saw the Psalms not only as offering instruction in effectual prayer, but also in "the right manner of 
offering to God the sacrifice of praise". On both counts, they should be rigorously examined today. 

The commentary follows a pattern throughout of a short introduction to each psalm, 
summarising its content. The actual commentary is generally of a single or of two verses; and very 
occasionally more. The typeface is very readable. 

Of particular interest to this reviewer was how terms such as "law", "statutes", "precepts", 
"commandments" (page 542) in Psalm I 19 are distinguished. 

In the introduction, attention is drawn to the distinctive doctrines of Reformed theology 
contained in the commentary, such as general grace, the divine inspiration of Scripture, God's 
unconditional offer of grace to mankind as a whole, and the need for believers to emulate the 
mercy that they have already received. Attention is also drawn to the importance of Calvin's 
"primary concern" to ascertain what the text would have meant to the original hearers before 
applying it to the present age- surely a timely reminder for preachers! Finally, readers are reminded 
how many Psalms represent, in Calvin words, "persecution prayers" - for instance, Psalms 52-59. 
As such, they were particularly poignant in relation to his own personal experiences in France. As 
we survey the spiritual landscape ofWestern Europe today, we might reflect that they may well have 
a particular poignancy again. Scripture quotations are taken from the English Standard Version. 

P.C.M. 

Darwin, Creation and the Fall- Theological Challenges. R.J. Berry andT.A. Noble, 
Eds.Apollos (an imprint of Inter-Varsity Press). pp. 208, paperback. £9.99.1SBN 978-1-84474-381-0. 

This book is a mixture of theology and neo-Darwinism, written by academics, presumably for 
students, giving views on such subjects as original sin, the theology of the fall, theological challenges 
faced by Darwin, interpreting the early chapters of Genesis, etc. It attempts to harmonise the 
biblical account of creation with evolution theory. 

The eight chapters are edited versions of papers given at meetings of the Christian Doctrine 
Study Group of the Tyndale Fellowship, from 7th-9th July 2008, and Christians in Science, held on 
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I st November 2008. It is stated to be an exercise in constructive discussion between science and 
theology, published to coincide with the 2009 Darwin celebrations in the British Museum to 
commemorate two hundred years since Darwin was born. 

It is described as a stimulating volume, but contains no true biblical light for the Christian 
believer. The authors " ... proceed in the belief that the universe is the creation of God, but also 
that it has developed over aeons the way told by contemporary cosmology . . . the Lord God is the 
Creator not of a brief little six-thousand year universe . . . but of the vast and awe-inspiring beauty 
of a universe of 13.5 billion years .. . . " 

They quote from Teilhard de Chardin, the Jesuit priest and evolutionist, who was involved in 
falsifying evidence in what became known as the Piltdown Man hoax. They quote from The Sea of 
Faith, a blasphemous book by Don Cupitt, the Anglican priest. In the same book, Cupitt writes 
approvingly of the Hindu mystic, Swami Vivekananda and the theosophist Annie Besant. They 
equivocate with Richard Dawkins. 

This book is not what it at first appears to be, uses fourteen Bible versions and various 
commentaries, and the reviewer does not recommend it. T.M.B. 

Should Christians Embrace Evolution - Biblical and Scientific Responses. 
Norman C. Nevin, Ed. Inter-Varsity Press. pp. 220, paperback. £9.99 ISBN 978-1-84474-406-0. 

During 2009, the year in which Darwin's two hundredth anniversary was celebrated, London's 
Natural History Museum staged a Darwin exhibition and the BBC broadcast many programmes 
eulogising the man credited with turning evolution theory into science. The theistic evolutionists 
added their voice to the fray with several Radio 4 "Thought for the Day" homilies to the praise of 
Darwinism. This led to some newspapers and radio stations seeking the opinion of creationist 
organisations as a counterbalance. The Guardian newspaper, for instance, carried a six-page article 
most sympathetic to creationism. Interviews were held at Cambridge and elsewhere and many rare 
opportunities were afforded to creationists. No doubt, the evolutionist establishment did not 
foresee such a biblical backlash when they arranged Darwin200. 

In the face of the new atheists' claim that evolution has rendered faith utterly redundant, there 
is a flood t ide arising that that demands that Christians must embrace evolution or acknowledge 
that they are opposed to science. This book believes that this is a false premise. It is written to set 
out a clear framework on the relevant issues. It is written by scientists who are fully committed to 
the authority of Scripture but are dissatisfied with arbitrary exclusion of possible conclusions and 
the failure to follow the evidence wherever it leads. It is written for ordinary men and women to 
weigh the evidence. This is a most excellent book with an impressive range of supporters, among 
which is Phillip Johnson, author of Darwin on Trial, who says, "The experts in science who have 
contributed chapters are of the trustworthy kind, and their words of wisdom will be very helpful 
to Christians who are struggling to sort out conflicting claims and arrive at the truth". l thoroughly 
recommend this book. T.M.B. 

Sermons on Genesis: Chapters 1-1 1. John Calvin. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 888, 
hardback. £20.00. ISBN 978-1-84871-038-2. 

This book, which has been published in hardback fo rm with an attractive jacket, is a collection of 
sermons preached by the second generation continental Reformer John Calvin to commemorate 
the SOOth anniversary of his birth in 2009. The sermons are on Genesis chapters I: I to I I :4, 
numbered I to 49 (number 27 is missing) and were delivered in St. Peter's Cathedral, Geneva, 
Switzerland, between 4th September 1559 and 23rd January 1660. The sermons have been 
translated by Dr. Rob Roy McGregor who has presented the English-speaking Christian church with 
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a marvellous gift in allowing us the privilege to read these sermons on Genesis, originally delivered 
in 16th century French, in English for the first time in over 450 years. These sermons are 
stenographic reports of Calvin's preaching and, whilst it would be ideal to watch and listen to Calvin 
himself preaching them as originally delivered to get their full effect he intended, they are the very 
sermons in written form precisely as they were delivered. 

To think of Calvin, our thoughts immediately turn to one of the most notable theologians of the 
Protestant Reformation, alongside Luther and Zwingli, who produced the opus magnum of Christian 
theology, the Institutes of the Christian Religion, and, of course, his commentaries. It is therefore 
understandable to overlook that he was also a preacher. It is evident that Calvin wanted those 
listening in the congregation at St. Peter's to acknowledge the sovereignty of a majestic, holy and 
merciful God, the sinfulness of man, the necessity of true repentance and need of a Saviour, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, to save from the Judgment and perishing everlastingly. These sermons are 
powerfully hard-hitting with a no-nonsense approach. 

The content of these sermons is excellent, and the book is highly recommended, which goes 
without saying, as they are sermons preached by Calvin at Geneva during the Reformation on an 
important section of Holy Scripture.A highly recommended book with Bible references taken from 
the Authorised Version. P.S.L. 

John Murray and the Godly Life. John J. Murray. The Northern Reformed Fellowship. pp. 
19, booklet.£ I.OO.Available from: Mr. William Murray, Lonemore, Dornoch, Sutherland IV25 3RVV. 

This booklet is an excellent production from the Northern Reformed Fellowship in Scotland. 
It is the substance of an address delivered at a meeting of the Northern Reformed Fellowship 
in Dornoch Academy on 16th June 2008 on the subject of the late Professor John Murray. The aim 
of the study was to examine the godliness that characterized his life. Although the author, John 
J. Murray, is not related to Prof. Murray, both were pupils of Dornoch Academy and later became 
colleagues in the work of the Banner ofT ruth Trust. Sections include: the shaping of the Godly Life, 
characteristics of the Godly Life as a Christian, a Preacher of the Gospel and as a Seminary 
Professor. 

The final section of the booklet is a consideration of the situation in the Church today and what 
we need to recover the Godly life. Four excellent points suggested are the centrality of God, the 
centrality of the fear of God, the centrality of Scripture and the centrality of a holy and Spirit-filled 
ministry. This section states that the greatest need ofthe Church today is to recover the sense of 
the transcendence and holiness of God. Other needs include a greater respect for authority and 
law, a sense of shame about sin, order in the family and school, and honesty and integrity in the 
work place.Additionally the Church should let the Word of God judge them and not the other way 
round. Finally, preachers should bring the atmosphere of heaven with them into the pulpit. 

This is a highly recommended booklet containing much timely wisdom for the Church today in 
our nation and the good example of a man of true piety in a time of declension in character and 
discipline generally. P.S.L. 

Let God Arise. Marcus L. Loane. Christian Focus Publications. pp. 125, paperback. £6.99. ISBN 
978-1-84550-380-2. 

The author of the book is Sir Marcus Loane, the former first Australian Archbishop of Sydney, who 
died last year on 14th April 2009, aged 97. He wrote a number of books, the best known being 
Masters of the English Reformation. The book is subtitled "Landmarks in Church History" and 
provides a brief overview or biographical sketches of landmarks in the history of the church 
from the 6th century down to the 19th century in a very readable style. There are a total of six 
chapters, covering Aidan of Lindisfarne,John Wycliffe and the early Lollards,Thomas Bilney, George 
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Whitefield, William Wilberforce and Bishop Lightfoot. There is also an appendix on the hymnwriter 
Elizabeth Clephane. 

The author has devoted much of his time to the subject of Bishop Lightfoot and New Testament 
scholarship. This part of the book should be read with caution and the reader should be aware of 
the struggles that occurred in the area of textual criticism in the Church of England in the latter 
half of the 19th century. Bishop Lightfoot, along with his two close friends, B. F. Westcott and F.J.A. 
Hort, embarked on a scheme to produce a critical edition of the Greek text which would form not 
only the basic text of Lightfoot's three principle commentaries but of greater consequence worked 
together for the promotion of the critical text as original members of the English New Testament 
Revision Committee, which produced the Revised Version of the Bible of 1881 . Bearing in mind the 
length of the chapter it is disappointing to note that nothing is mentioned of F. H. A. Scrivener or 
J. H. Burgon, who were their opponents in the defence of the Received Text, which is a trustworthy 
representation of the Greek text as originally given. 

Also in this chapter the reader should be aware that the author mentions that in 1872 
Lightfoot and Westcott signed an elaborate statement to urge disuse of damnatory clauses in the 
Athanasian Creed. 

Regrettably, Bible references are taken from the Revised Version of the Bible. This book highlights 
some interesting points of church history and is generally recommended but discernment is needed 
when reading chapter six. P.S.L. 

Why Parliament Needs the Christian Faith. Bob Graham. Christian Watch. pp. 16, 
booklet. 1-4 copies £2.50 each, 5-9 copies £2.25 each, I 0-19 copies £2.00 each, 20+ copies £ 1.75 
each (incl. postage).Available from Christian Watch, P.O. Box 3268, Leamington Spa CV32 6YA. 

The purpose of the booklet is to set forth a defence of the ancient British Constitution and 
Christianity's role within it, stating that all countries need an ultimate set of values on the basis of 
which to govern and legislate and that the best values for Britain are the tried and tested values of 
our Reformed Protestant Constitution which are far better than the proffered substitute of the 
European Union, having stood the test of time. In an age of multiculturalism the core Christian 
values of the British Constitution are worth keeping. 

The booklet considers the following: The importance of Parliament to our everyday lives; Why 
British society is needlessly broken today and the necessity for the Christian faith in Parliament; 
What are the objections to the claim that Parliament needs the Christian faith?; and What will be 
the price to be paid for Parliament rejecting the Christian faith? 

A highly recommended, easily read and timely booklet for the present situation in the UK which 
can be of help to the reader when defending Christian values and laws. P.S.L. 

The Letter to the Philippians. An Apollos Pillar New Testament Commentary. G. Walter 
Hansen. pp. 360, hardback. £26.99. ISBN 978-0-80283-737-0. 

This book is the fru it of courses on the Greek text of Philippians given at Fuller Theological 
Seminary. The bibliography occupies IS pages, and the introduction employs classical allusions 
widely. The footnotes are extensive, and show much research and, as always in the Pillar 
Commentaries, it is excellently indexed. As no one will ever be a preacher unless he is consumed 
by a desire to know exactly what the words and grammar in the Bible really mean, this book is 
written to help satisfy that God-given desire. 

It goes into the background of this epistle, reflecting up-to-date archaeological discoveries. For 
instance, as this is a letter between friends, the material on friendship letters in the culture of the 
time is helpful. And as this is a persuasive letter, background material on the persuasive form of 
rhetoric employed is useful. The occasion, unity and historical setting are well covered. 
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The main part of almost 300 pages is a verse-by-verse commentary emphasizing two outstanding 
themes: the Gospel of Christ and the Community of Christ. The text used is Today's New 
International Version. We are grateful to God for godly and able scholarship, but speaking personally 
would like even more exhaustive treatment of words and phrases. Perhaps that is asking too much 
as cost of books has to be kept down. E.M. 

l Peter & Jude. Inter-Varsity Press New Testament Commentary Series. Robert Harvey and 
Philip H. Towner. pp.l80, hardback. £9.99 ISNB 978-0-85111-677-8. 

The co-authorship of the commentary was caused by the decease of Robert Harvey before 
completion. 

The introduction to 2 Peter deals with the reasons why it should be in the Bible at all, as this 
has been attacked. It goes on to the contents of the epistle. This includes the nearness of Peter's 
death, thus his urgency to "feed My sheep". He shows his readers their strong position as 
Christians, unmasks the false teachers, and ends with a call to stand and grow in grace 

Themes in a short commentary are hard to expand on, but the relevance of chapter 3 verses 
1-7 to evolutionary teaching would seem necessary, especially as the dust jacket says the 
commentaries deal with "tough exegetical issues". 

The commentary on Jude is at pains to point out the danger of ignoring God's mercy towards 
those deceived by the teaching of sixteen of the twenty-five verses, thus by the end of verse 
nineteen, "we are already charging out the door with sword in hand". The commentary warns 
against "simplistic judgments and naNe deployments of Jude's rather finely honed discourse". There 
is much truth in this, but the introduction speaks of the series as "to and from the church, that 
seeks to move from the text to its contemporary relevance and application". The exposition of 
Sodom and Gomorrah does this well. 

The commentary is best used with older works like Manton on Jude, and Martin Luther on 
both epistles, which are clear and unashamed in their application. The text used is the NIV, 
with variations. E.M. 
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