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• EDITORIAL • 

Old Series 
No. 2689 

"He cut it with the penknife, and cast it into the fire that was on the hearth, until 
all the roll was consumed by the fire that was on the hearth" (Jeremiah 36:23) 

JEREMIAH hid, and his fast-day scroll was read by Baruch to all the people in 
the temple, who had fled to Jerusalem since Nebuchadnezzar had taken Ashkelon. 
The nobles gave a toned-down version to King Jehoiakim, who was not satisfied, 
knowing what courtiers are like, and sent Jehudi for the papyrus scroll, who read 
it to the king in the inner palace on a winter day, with a charcoal fire burning, on 
which he threw the leaves as he read them, even though some nobles pleaded with 
the king not to. He intended to live in defiance of God's Word. He was king, and 
would decide what happened next. He would not fear God's Word in the scroll 
that he would die and his body be cast out in heat by day and frost by night. 
Josephus says when the Babylonians took Jerusalem his body was exhumed and 
exposed as part of the reprisals, fulfilling prophecy. 

We live in a similar day, a growing mood of cutting out and burning anything 
they dislike in the Bible. They intend to live in defiance of God's Word. The Word 
of God may be dismissed and destroyed, but it will not go away. The Lord cannot 
be defeated, and so took steps to rewrite and promulgate His Word. The fury of 
Jehoiakim only resulted in a more comprehensive scroll. As 2013 unfolds let us 
do all we can to spread and make known God's Word. The siege and fall qf 
Jerusalem lay ahead, but the Word of God could not be destroyed. Every word is 
sure, and will come to pass. One day the judgment will be set, and the books 
opened. If they get together to destroy all the Bibles in the universe, nothing will 
destroy God's truth. A Professor Webster was in prison awaiting execution, and 
made a formal complaint that the keepers and other prisoners were shouting at 
him, "0 you bloody man". The authorities set a watch, but no voice was heard. 
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It was his guilty conscience. God will remain, and so will conscience. In the 
absence of the Bible we should know no remedy for conscience. We should be 
like Ixion on the wheel, Sysypus ever rolling the stone up the mountain side, or 
like Tantalus up to his lips in the ever-receding waters. Let us spread God's Word 
with all our might. 

--·--
• A SERMON • 

BY THE EDITOR 

"And he did that which was right in the sight of the Lord, but not with a 
peifect heart" (2 Chronicles 25:2) 

AMAZIAH was a man who started well, but ended by changing, and took others 
down with him. We live in the city of self-destruction, bent on changing every
thing as the way to succeed, and we cannot escape being influenced by that way 
of thinking, that we are either optimists who change with the times, or we will 
perish. We are children of these times. 

Amaziah followed his ancestors' religion 
I am not interested in speaking to those who consider the best way ahead is the 
latest fad in religion, but to those who, having considered the matter and counted 
the cost as our Master told us to, have decided to follow the old paths, realising 
this puts them on a collision course with the world. These include Scotsmen, 
Welshmen, Englishmen, Americans and others. On each of us comes a different 
pressure to conform to the world's religion. We each have a different spiritual 
ancestry to look back to, but ancestry who followed Christ fully in their 
generation. We are, like the plants God created, all different, but we are all plants 
of God's planting, following Christ in drinking from the same wells of salvation 
our ancestors drank from. 

Amaziah's ancestry was from David, who followed God with his whole heart, 
and you are the same. You looked at the religion around you, and when you were 
still young in the faith, made a conscious choice to follow the Reformers, our 
spiritual ancestors. I say again, different ancestors, for not all Reformers were the 
same, but all lived for Christ fully. You set out on this unpopular path, and have 
persevered in spite of the many problems encountered on the way. 

Amaziah 's father had gone wrong 
J oash his father had been started on the right way, rescued in infancy from 
amongst the bodies of the king's sons slain by Athaliah, that wicked woman, and 
brought up hidden in the temple by Jehoiada, the godly chief priest. He was given 
the throne at seven years old, protected, and then guided in the ways of the Lord 
as long as Jehoiada lived. 
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And many a family in our land who followed Christ has a very similar story. 
It all went well as long as the old minister of their church lived, or their godly 
parents were alive. But their old Jehoiada died. The next minister started 
modernising, changing, toning down. Many in my generation lived through this 
very process. Then came another who openly slighted the Reformers' doctrines 
and joined in things the old minister would never have countenanced. Parents 
died, and things went wrong. 

Joash changed. He ended up murdering Jehoiada's faithful son "between the 
temple and the altar", as Christ put it, for rebuking him in the Lord's name. I believe 
that assassination begins first by silence, for you can tell much about a man's 
beliefs by what he does not say, by his avoiding, posing as almost the same as the 
past. Then growing more impudent, they speak against the ancestors' religion. That 
is "the downgrade" as Spurgeon put it. It has happened in many churches. 

I do not know your spiritual ancestry, but great damage has been done by recent 
generations. Not following Christ with their whole heart, they have ended by 
spiritual assassination of the past. Your position resembles Amaziah's in these 
things. You live in similar times. 

Amaziah refused to blame his father 
He started off by executing those who had taken revenge on his father, and God 
commended him for this, because this was after God's own heart. He refused to 
kill the children of those who had killed his father. He went by the principle that 
Moses laid down in the law, "the fathers shall not die for the children, neither shall 
the children for the fathers, but every man shall die for his own sin". 

You do the same. Let us not blame the present mess on our fathers. The world, 
and the worldly church, blames everything on the past generation. You listen to 
them, it is their favourite excuse. I daily grow tired of hearing them do it. Not that 
you and I lack eyes! We know, but God says we are not to shirk our responsibility 
by blaming them. So we let our parents' generation sleep on in peace. 

Amaziah had only his own heart to blame 
He started well. He put captains over the people to keep them in the ways of the 
Lord, to restrain wickedness, establish justice, and to be prepared if attacked by 
the heathen nations around. He numbered the people for war, and had three 
hundred thousand. God commended him for all that. And God commends us for 
following Christ fully in the right ways of the Lord, our open Bibles, and 
faithfully following what He tells us through it in detail. 

But beware of your own heart. Unless you heartily concur that you have a 
depraved and a wicked nature, one that is incapable of pleasing God and not with 
freewill to follow God, but a freewill that is hopelessly bent and inclined toward 
sin and evil, it will drag you back to pre-Reformation thinking. The sin of the 
Church before the Reformation was interpreting the Bible through philosophy, 
Plato and Aristotle. Luther called the theologians who did this, the Schoolmen, 
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"dirt", and Calvin was no less condemnatory of them. That is the sin of the 
Roman, and Anglo Catholic, and Liberal, worldly church today. Whatever label 
they put on themselves, including "evangelical", either they are wholly following 
the Lord, or they are following philosophy. They may not be blatant philosophers 
like the last Archbishop, but deep down they are wearing philosophical spectacles 
when they read the Bible. That is, if they ever do. You and I are philosophers, 
unless we are wholly following the Lord. 

Amaziah 's sin was optimism, or not trusting God 
He was the unshakable, determined optimist. He was not going to be defeated. He 
had to deal with Moab. So he looked at the situation in Judah and decided the 
three hundred thousand men he had were insufficient. So he looked around for 
more. Where better to get them from than Israel, so he hired them from his much 
bigger sister kingdom? It looked sensible to go to fellow Jews to help him; he had 
the money, they had the men, and after all they were the same race as Judah. It 
was not like going to the heathen for help. Did they not worship the same God? 
True, they might bow down to the calves at Dan and Beersheba, but then the 
golden calves were not meant to be gods, but to assist in the worship of Jehovah, 
God of Israel. They could be traced back, not just to Jeroboam and his recent 
political break with Solomon's son, Rehoboam. No, they were hoary with 
antiquity. They dated from Aaron's making of them whilst Moses was up the 
Mount receiving the Law. They had the respect and honour due to venerability, 
and an authority deriving from Aaron himself. 

God sent Amaziah a prophet who told him: "0 King, let not the army of Israel 
go with thee, for the Lord is not with Israel. ... But if thou wilt go, do it, be strong 
for the battle: God shall make thee fall before the enemy: for God hath power to 
help, and to cast down." Many Christians today look to numbers for safety. I 
remember Malcolm Muggeridge, then editor of Punch, saying when asked about 
ecumenism, that it reminded him of the men leaving the pub in the village he grew 
up in. They were all the worse for drink, so held on to each other's coat tails in a 
swaying crocodile in order to keep standing up. That, said Malcolm Muggeridge, 
is what the churches are doing, all hanging on to each other in order to stay 
standing. Today most believers say they prefer the safety of numbers so are not 
prepared to separate from their churches, whatever misbelief and wrong teaching 
are going on in them. Thus they support all the drift that they ought to oppose. 
After all, the building is ancient, the clergy are nearly the same, and it would be 
hard to find any more directly spiritually descended from the clergy they 
remembered as children. So their giving, their efforts, their attendance, all prop 
up a drifting Church. "But if thou wilt go, do it, be strong for the battle." 

Amaziah ruined himself and the nation by optimism 
Optimism is the ruin of Christians. I do not mean hope, for hope maketh not 
ashamed, but a false optimism. Amaziah needed to despair. It would have saved 
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him his kingdom and his life. There is a realism that Amaziah lacked, preferring 
his own judgment of the situation to God's. So he sent the Israelite soldiers home. 
He did right in this, and obeyed God's Word through the prophet. Why then did 
God allow them to pillage and rob, and even to murder three thousand on their 
way home through Judah? 

Because under Amaziah 's optimism lay unbelief 

It showed in his answer to the man of God: "What shall I do for the hundred 
talents which I have given to the army of Israel?" Money, not faith, underlay 
his thinking. The man of God answered, "The Lord is able to give thee much 
more than this". But God did not give him much more than this. The returning 
soldiery did him much damage, and the war had no clear outcome. Although he 
took the Edomite city and slew ten thousand, yet Edam revolted and broke away 
from his rule and he lost much revenue by it. God showed His displeasure at 
Amaziah's unbelief. 

Optimism was the death of Amaziah 

Home again, his ungoverned heart was prey to his worst nature. Would he had 
followed the Lord with a perfect heart, his whole heart. Pride swelled his head. 
He brings home the gods of Edam, "and set them up to be his gods". He was 
rebuked by the prophet saying, "Why hast thou sought after the gods of the 
people, which could not deliver their own people out of thine hand?". Instead of 
repenting, he silenced the prophet by threatening him. Having betrayed his God 
and his people by pride, his overweening optimism bursts its banks. He ruins 
himself by it. "Then Amaziah king of Judah took advice," the path to ruin many 
follow today. He challenges the Israelite army to battle. Warned by their king not 
to meddle, the foolish optimist goes ahead. No doubt he wanted revenge on the 
Israelite army for their behaviour, and felt he had proved himself a great general 
by defeating, if you can call it that, little Edam, so he sets off to Bethshemesh, but 
only to his ruin. He lost, saw Jerusalem destroyed, her treasure looted, hostages 
taken, and himself seems to have ended the last fifteen years of his life in 
withdrawal in Lachish, where his own subjects slew him. 

Forsaking optimism and facing up to despair, saved Christ and so all believers 
in Him 

Let me speak to believers. Learn one thing, that optimism is an expression of 
unbelief. Many Christians today ought to despair. Christ despaired of Jerusalem, 
Amaziah did not. Christ's was the only voice proclaiming the utter ruin of the 
Jews and Jerusalem, amid the ridiculous optimism of the rest. The Zealots in the 
siege of Jerusalem went on in wicked optimism until the last stand. When the 
Romans had taken the city, only then did they despair and flee. It was too late. 

The trouble with unbelievers is, as my father said to me in the war, that when 
they ought to trust, they despair, and when they ought to despair, they are hopeful. 
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All sinners have this false optimism, about salvation, about their ability to save 
themselves, about science and its ability to find answers to all human problems, 
and their funerals are more and more an expression of this: "celebrations." They 
are stubborn optimists, digging an ever deeper hole for themselves. Another way 
of stating it is that they are flying in the face of the facts. Then, at the last, they 
give way to despair. What they ought to do is join in our despair of man now and 
our hope in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

--·--

• FOR YOUNGER READERS • 

C. MACKENZIE 

LESSONS FROM THE LAMBS 

SPRINGTIME in the countryside is a very exciting time with new growth and 
new life. When we see the new lambs in the field, we can be reminded to think 
about the really important things in life. 

When the lamb is born, all he can do is cry for help to his mother. It is vital that 
he gets a drink of milk very soon. Without food he will die. The weak little lamb 
keeps on crying until he is satisfied. We are weak and needy creatures too and it 
is vital that we cry for help to God our Father. Most of all we need forgiveness for 
sin. When we first cry "God be merciful to me a sinner", that is a sign of life. This 
desire is put into our heart by God Himself. 

The lamb needs nourishment many times in the day and knows exactly where 
to find it. We need the nourishment of God's Word often - reading regularly, 
thinking about what we have learned, listening to others talking about the Lord. 
If we neglect God's Word we will not grow in grace and in the knowledge of the 
Lord. "As newborn babes desire the sincere milk of the word that ye may grow 
thereby" (1 Peter 2:2). 

The lamb needs protection from dangers such as fierce dogs, or foxes or severe 
weather. A good shepherd will provide this protection for his flock. Jesus 
described Himself as "the good shepherd" who gives His life for the sheep. The 
Christian needs protection from the dangers of sin in his own heart, from the 
attacks of the devil and from evil around him in the world. This protection and 
safety comes from the Lord our Shepherd. "Whoso hearkeneth unto me shall 
dwell safely and shall be quiet from fear of evil" (Proverbs 1 :33). 

Lambs love to play together- running, chasing, jumping and just enjoying each 
other's company. It is good for the Lord's people to enjoy each other's company 
too. It is good to meet together to praise and worship God. Speaking together 
is of great benefit too - passing on good news, sharing a problem, enjoying 
fellowship. "They that feared the Lord spake often one to another. and the Lord 
hearkened and heard" (Malachi 3: 16). 
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The Bible tells us that the Lord Jesus Christ is like a lamb too. A perfect lamb 
with no blemishes was used in Old Testament times as a sacrifice for sin. When 
John the Baptist saw Jesus coming towards him, he said "Behold the Lamb of 
God which taketh away the sin of the world" (John 1:29). John recognised Jesus 
as the Messiah, the One who would be a sacrifice for sin. When Jesus suffered and 
died on the cross, He was the perfect sacrifice for the sin of those who trust in 
Him. We are redeemed not with silver or gold, but with the precious blood of 
Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot (1 Peter 1:19). When you 
see a field of lambs this spring, try to remember that the Lord cares and provides 
for the sheep of His pasture and the lambs of His flock - those who trust in Christ 
and His finished work for the forgiveness of sin. 

BIBLE SEARCH 

1. The Lord is my ; I shall not want (Psalm 23:1). 

2. For it is written I will smite the shepherd and the sheep of the flock will be 
scattered (Matthew 26:31). 

3. Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that 
great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting ___ _ 
make you perfect in every good work ... (Hebrews 13:20). 

4. And he shall set the sheep on his hand, but the goats on the left 
(Matthew 25:33). 

5. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; 
and the Lord hath laid on him the of us all (Isaiah 53:6). 

6. He shall his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with 
his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with 
young (Isaiah 40:11). 

7. But he answered and said, 1 am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of 
(Matthew 15:24). 

8. I have gone astray like a lost sheep; seek thy servant; for I do not forget thy 
____ (Psalm 119:176). 

9. So we thy people and sheep of thy pasture will give thee thanks for 
____ (Psalm 79:13). 

The old truth that Calvin preached, that Augustine preached, is the truth that I 
must preach today or else be false to my conscience and my God. 

C. H. Spurgeon 
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Verses 1-7 

• STUDIES IN EZEKIEL • 

PETER KING (Hailsham) 

Chapter 25:1-11 

WE now come to a separate section of Ezekiel's mission. The prophet had warned 
the Jews of impending destruction and chapter 24 is coming about. There was 
nothing more to say on that subject, except to comfort those who escaped the 
slaughter. Ezekiel now turns his attention to the surrounding nations, those who 
had for many years troubled Israel. It is significant that seven nations are selected; 
perhaps a sign of completion, and Babylon is excluded, having been welcomed all 
the way through the first 24 chapters. A brief survey of the nations may help us 
understand the significance of the judgements predicted. 

1. Ammon (verses 1-7). This nation descended from the relationship between Lot 
and his youngest daughter, when he committed sin in the cave at Zoar. Although 
treated as relatives to be dealt with kindly by Israel, they were essentially 
enemies, hiring Balaam with Moab (Deuteronomy 23) and, in the days of the 
judges, assisting Moab to subdue Israelite territory (Judges 3: 13). They were also 
a trouble in the time of Jephthah (Judges 11), their religion influencing the people 
even in the time of Solomon, who had Ammonite women in his harem, 
worshipping their god Molech (1 Kings 11). Nehemiah and Ezra also clashed with 
Ammon (Ezra 9:1-2). 

2. From the judgement set out in Verses 1-7 it is clear the Ammonites had no 
regard for Israel, being particularly hostile to God's plan for the covenant nation. 
Psalm 83 includes a vitriolic attack on God's enemies that include Ammon 
(verse 7). Ammon had a grudge against Israel clapping their hands when calamity 
came (verse 6). This brought God's anger on them, so that they ceased to be a 
nation in about 2 BC when Judas Maccabaeus fought against them. 

LESSONS FOR US 

(a) Although the Church will be chastised, God will not completely destroy His 
covenant people. Conversely, God's enemies will be destroyed, but as with 
Ammon, they continued throughout almost the whole of Israel's history. 

(b) Be careful not to fight against God! It is possible to be so zealous we forget 
God is sovereign, and as we have seen so often in this prophecy, we have a jealous 
God (jealous for His own glory) (verse 7), for again He says, "thou shalt know 
that I am the Lord". 

There is a remnant according to the election of grace 
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Verses 8-11 

All the nations in this chapter were Israel's enemies, challenging the authority of 
God- Jehovah. There is a blurring of distinction between Moab and Ammon in 
this section, partly because they were, with Edom, contiguous countries. Their 
borders were not distinct, and because of this the land of Seir is mentioned 
in verse 1. However, the message is clear; because they had opposed Jehovah 
these Gentile nations would eventually be destroyed. They have no place in 
recent history! 

1. Moab. The country seems to be richer and more cultivated than Ammon, and 
may have thought this was some kind of protection against invasion. They were 
no different from any other nation, holding Jehovah in contempt. In the days of 
Joshua, when the geographical boundaries of the tribes were being defined, the 
cities mentioned in verse 9 were allotted to Reuben, but by now had been lost to 
their original owners. History does not give us a complete account of how Moab 
fell, but the Bedouins of the East (verse 10) overran that area long before Jesus 
came. As we observed before, Moab aligned with Ammon to hire Balaam to curse 
Israel. They were refused entry into the congregation of the Lord to the tenth 
generation (Deuteronomy 23). 

LESSONS FOR US 

(a) Moab had no part with Israel, although they had the same father- Abraham. 
Moab claimed Judah was no different from any other tribe of people. King Saul 
fought against Moab and others (1 Samuel14:47), but Solomon married some of 
their women (1 Kings 11). How dangerous to let unbelievers into the fellowship 
of the saints, as Solomon's folly shows. 

(b) All the Gentile nations are examples of sins that surround the Church, and in 
this picture we can see the Church is a very different gathering to the social life 
around it. The social activity some churches engage in weaken the holy witness, 
and eventually the uniqueness of Christ and His Church is lost. The result is that 
Christians have no influence in society and the people flounder through lack of 
distinct guidance. 

But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, 
a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of Him who hath 

called you out of darkness into His marvellous light. 

Material wealth will deliver a man from starvation, from nakedness or from 
homelessness, but it cannot deliver from the wrath of God or purchase a home 
in heaven. Anonymous 
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• THE CHURCH FROM ALFRED 
TO THE CONQUEST (AD 899-1066) 

- THE DARK AGES • 

Part II 

THE EDITOR 

The Second Viking Age 
This is the second wave of settlers from Scandinavia in the late 1Oth century and 
early 11th, leading to the re-conquest of England by the Danes. This put Cnut, son 
of Swein Forkbeard, on the throne for 26 years, but it did very little damage to the 
church structure. This was because by this date the Danes were Christian, 
although it is not clear to what extent, following the baptism of Harald Bluetooth 
about AD 965. 

Swein was a Christian, so no atrocities against the monasteries were allowed, 
but his aim was silver. It is said by a Victorian writer that he received the 
equivalent of £82,000 in silver coinage by extorting geld. The English King, 
.tEthelred the unraed or ill-counselled, and would not listen to advice. The 
plundering of the kingdom by the Danish armies left misery in the wake of 
general raiding. The unnamed monk in Abingdon who year by year recorded the 
reign of .tEthelred II, speaks of a rich society full of cowardice, treachery, refusal 
to face the enemy and of plain treason. His account is accused of exaggeration, 
but other contemporary sources bear it out well. It was a time of national 
degeneracy. In 1014 Archbishop Wulfstan of York preached a famous sermon on 
the misery of God's judgment upon a treacherous and wicked people . .tEthelred 
ordered a massacre of the Danes on St. Brice's Day, after giving lavish gifts of 
gold and lands to any Danes who joined him, and so earned retribution from 
Swein. Cnut himself went on pilgrimage to Rome. 

The year AD 1000 

One reason the second Danish invasion was not resisted was not just a weak king, 
who lost the confidence of his powerful earls, but that all men felt Christ was 
coming back that year. Raiding parties of Danes were attacking the coasts and 
escaping before they met resistance. Such bloody raids were recorded in 981, 982 
and 988. The Normans, conscious that they were of the same stock, opened their 
ports to these ships companies, and by 990 there was open hostility between the 
English and Normans. Another such raid in 991 was much larger. It was just one 
of what was "a monotonous series of disasters". They Danes repeatedly forced 
local rulers to buy peace from them, in Maldon, Hampshire, Kent and west 
Wessex. Fleets from Denmark came in such numbers that in 992 all English ships 
were called to oppose them. Another fleet came in 993, and then in 994 a fleet of 
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94 ships and 2,000 men had to be paid a huge sum of £16,000 to leave. Handing 
over the crown to them was openly discussed. Raids on Kent and southern coasts 
took place in 998, 999, and they were undisputed masters of the English Channel 
in 1002. In 1003 raids took place deep into England. 

St. Dunstan 

St. Dunstan, born about AD 909 near Glastonbury in the reign of Edward, is 
generally praised. Alfred had done much but was not successful in restoring 
the monasteries, and that fell to Dunstan. The story of his life reveals much 
about the man and the age. His family was noble, one uncle was Archbishop, the 
other Bishop of Winchester. Shortly before his birth his mother received a portent 
that her child should be a great light in the world. As a child he saw a vision of an 
old man in the church dressed in white who told him the church should be 
enlarged and made higher and took him by the hand and measured the ground and 
placed in his mind the dimensions to which it should be enlarged. It was already 
said that Glastonbury church was built without human hand, and St. Patrick had 
retired there and made it known that the Archangel could be invoked there. 
St. David came there to dedicate the church to the Holy Virgin, but our Lord 
appeared and said He had long ago performed this in honour of His blessed 
mother, and wounded the bishop's hand with his finger and miraculously healed 
it. King Arthur was buried there, and also Joseph of Arimaethea, in an unknown 
grave and had, by his wish, two vessels full of the blood of our Saviour buried 
with him. In time these relics would be discovered and numerous miracles 
wrought with them. The monks in the monastery there were Irish, and Dunstan 
went to them to school. He was diminutive, and never strong, except in 
intellect. His story is full of miracles. He is put down as the reviver of 
monasticism, a great man. 

He entered minor orders as soon as he was old enough, and was an apt pupil 
and both composed and played well, and his uncle soon brought him to the palace 
of Athelstan, grandson of Alfred. He was accused of plagiarism of heathen songs 
and banished. This was considered a crime as bad as heresy, and he was set upon, 
tied up and thrown into a marsh. He escaped to his other uncle in Winchester. He 
was tempted to get married, but returned to the monastery and built a very small 
cell adjoining, where he made gold and silver objects. The devil coming to 
tempt him late one night, he hit him with a ferule, seized him by the nose and the 
devil's loud cries were heard, as he explained next morning when questioned. 
He may well have been the author of these stories which redounded to his 
considerable credit. 

A widow of the royal family was in a cell near the monastery and he advised 
her to part with all her money so the devil might find nothing of this world on her, 
so she gave her riches to Dunstan. He used the estates to endow Glastonbury, 
adding his own large inheritance to it. He was recalled to court but opposed by 
those who saw him as very ambitious and disliked his views. The king again 



48 The Gospel Magazine 

banished him, but narrowly escaping death in a stag hunt, and, amid a profusion 
of miracles, made him Abbot of Glastonbury. He immediately introduced the 
Benedictine rule. He was given great spiritual powers by King Edmund, so that 
even kings could not enter without God cursing them unless allowed by Dunstan. 
This royal favour continued under Edred, who wished to make him bishop of 
Crediton. He declined and said in the night St. Peter, St. Paul and St. Andrew had 
appeared. The first chastised him with a ferule for refusing to be one of their 
fellowship, and warned him not to refuse the Primacy should it be offered to him, 
and that he must travel to Rome. He was determined to remodel rather than reform 
the Anglo-Saxon church. The pope of the time was in favour of the Benedictine 
Order and celibacy of clergy. Also the Anglo Saxon church needed reformation 
and learning, and the Archbishop, Odo, supported him in expelling all married 
clergy and in putting out all secular priests in favour of monks. 

The story continues with his next banishment from court and going to Flanders 
as a result of a very unworthy act on his part against the boy king Edwy. He was 
recalled in triumph to be consecrated Bishop of Worcester. Odo, however, 
consecrated him Archbishop of Canterbury along with himself. Dunstan, the king 
Edwy dying, saw the devils rejoicing over his soul. His triumph now complete he 
was appointed Bishop of London as well. A power struggle ensued, but he went . 
to Rome and received the pallium from John XII. As Archbishop he was not 
sparing of miracles to overawe the people, even seeing in a dream the dove that 
had settled on the Saviour at baptism, settled on Dunstan whilst performing mass. 
He said he saw his own mother espoused to the King of heaven, and the angels 
had taught him an anthem on the occasion. He said the vision of his mother was 
the vision of the church reformed by his, Dunstan's, hands. 

The king dying he had another fierce struggle, but finally won, and the last ten 
years of his life he carried out the proposed alterations to the church. On the day 
of his death, the eve of the feast of the Ascension, a priest said he had seen 
Dunstan on his throne dictating, surrounded by a great throng of Cherubim and 
Seraphim, but he was escorted to heaven only by the highest orders of hierarchy 
of heaven. The Cherubim and Seraphim stood before him and said: "Hail! Our 
Dunstan! If thou art ready, come, and enter into our fellowship." Dunstan replied: 
"Holy spirits, ye know that upon this day Christ ascended into heaven: it is my 
duty to refresh the people of God with both word and the sacrament at this time, 
and therefore I cannot come today." So he was granted to depart next day, the 
Ascension, after preaching and administering, and departed amid such 
lamentations as if the world were at an end. The monks said it proved how God 
signally honoured him. 

Missionary activities 

Whilst the bloodthirsty raids were taking place in these islands, the Anglo 
Danish church started to send missionaries to Scandinavia. The Danes were 
converted first early in the lOth century, and by 948 had their first bishops. 
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There was a reaction and king Swein hated the Christians and drove them out, but 
the missionaries were back in Denmark around AD 990. Swein Forkbeard 
died a pagan, but under his son Cnut, who was a Christian, there was a church 
in Denmark. 

In Norway the first attempted mission was under the young king Haakon in the 
mid 1Oth century. As a boy the king had been brought up amongst Christians in 
England. He became king of Norway at fifteen and brought over teachers and 
priests from England, but he was killed in 961 and little was left of the attempt. 
Olaf Triggvason was the one under whom Norway adopted Christianity. Olaf had 
been a Viking raider, but was converted in mid career, and baptised by a hermit in 
the Scilly Isles. He arrived back in Norway in 995 with English missionaries. His 
method of conversion was the sword, or be baptised. He died in battle in 1000. 
We know nothing of the English missionaries who went, but they did good work, 
continuing after Olaf's death. Adam of Bremen had nothing but praise for the 
churches of the northern kingdoms where devotion abounded, the bishop treated 
as if he were a king, and where priests and people lived together in the bonds of 
peace and charity. 

Summary 

The main marks of the church are all visible in the life of Dunstan, and all sprang 
from ignorance of Scripture. Bede had translated the Scriptures and written a 
number of commentaries on various books, and had a knowledge of com
mentaries, and had so taught others to honour the Bible that three complete copies 
were made in the monasteries in Northumbria, and in the scriptoria in Ireland, and 
there is evidence of the export of many manuscripts to Europe. With his death a 
great change came. The Bible was present as an object of veneration, but in fact 
it was only small parts of Scripture with other materials added, in a foreign 
tongue, known to few. Bible exegesis was in the form it took for the next 800 
years under the schoolmen. It was in Latin in truncated texts wrenched from its 
context, and was thus taught to monks and people. 

The church was close to the state, resulting in secularisation of the bishops who 
were ministers and advisors of the king. The king was invested with a spiritual 
authority over the church, and enthroned with a ring and crozier. The bishops 
were his nominees, and church councils are not heard of in this period. Church 
business was done in the witan, attended by the bishops and thegns, and bishops 
took their seat in the courts to administer God's law. Excommunication was used 
on laymen. 

There was a revival of monasticism under Dunstan which corrected some of the 
ills. The church had certain good points; it protected the weak, preserved 
education, expelled the seculars who held the monasteries and restored discipline 
in them. The church was instrumental in the conversion of the Vikings. God's 
ways are indeed past finding out. 
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--·--

• A SERMON • 
Concluded 

J. VAN LODENSTEYN (1620-1677) 

Supplied by A. W. DE LANGE (Scherpenzeel, The Netherlands) 

"And that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto 
themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose again" 

(2 Corinthians 5:15) 

AND man will never bring to God and the Lamb this glory in a better manner, 
than when we deny, crucify and die ourselves. And that is the first thing about 
being a Christian, when man lives in this manner, not unto himself, but for the 
Lord Christ. 

0 that those who live on in a civilised manner would think about this properly. 
Those who say: So, minister, you want to have me perfect. I live just as my 
neighbours, honourable. I am not a thief or murderer. Do you think I want to be 
called a dirty head, Bible sister, pillar biter or pious head? No certainly not. This 
country cannot be reigned with a paternoster at hand. We are to live happily, God 
is not served by sighing and mourning. We live in the world and, whoever wants 
to go through it, has to know how to tum himself different ways. 

But, 0 man, whoever expresses this opinion, I testify before the Lord against 
you, that you are as far from true Christianity as the heaven is from the earth. 
Because a man is only a Christian if he really seeks to express the image of the 
Lord Jesus and walks even as He walked (1 John 2:6). Christ must live in our 
hearts by faith and we must be rooted and grounded in love (Ephesians 3: 17). And 
all who live unto themselves are still dead in trespasses and sins (Ephesians 2: 1). 
A Christian must be able to say, "Lord, I am Thine". As David's servants once 
said, "Thine are we, David, and on thy side, thou son of Jesse" ( 1 Chronicles 
12:18) when they accepted him as king. A Christian must be able to say, "I am of 
nobody else but of Thee and if I still seek some outside of Thee, it is my 
damnation". This is what consists of living not unto one's self but dedicating 
ourselves, soul and body, fully unto God. 

But, minister, the man says, a man can hold God to be the Supreme Being in 
order to serve Him above all, and he includes, in this serving and pleasing, 
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himself. But to such people I have nothing more to say than that God wants the 
whole heart (Matthew 22:37). And so everybody has to give his whole heart to 
God and aim at nothing else but the glory of God (1 Corinthians 10:31). 
Everything we take in hand, even including our justifiable merit, should only 
serve to bring everything back to Him; so that our only and highest end is God. 
And for this end serves self-denial and includes all sinful and even not sinful 
things. So that the sinful things should be always totally forsaken, and in the 
unsinful matters concerning the soul always being content with the measure of the 
Spirit of God, as it shall please His divine majesty to give, always bowing 
ourselves under His dispensation and giving God His glory. In short, we have to 
eat in order to live and we are to live in order to live unto God. 

And in order to better consider this subject it is needful to remember in what 
state our first father was before the Fall, so that we may strive for the riches which 
we lost in Adam. 

First of all, we know that the Lord created heaven and earth out of nothing 
(Hebrews 11:3) and that nobody helped Him or gave Him counsel (Romans 
11:34) and that the Lord made all things for Himself (Proverbs 16:4). Adam had 
to work in this same manner for God, because he saw that God had created 
everything and that nobody had been his counseller. 

Secondly, he saw in God such worthiness, that even if Adam had lived a 
thousand years in this state, he could not have thought otherwise than that he 
should live unto God. He knew this because of the image of God that was in him. 
He only had to say, "I am Thine" and he could not think of anything else but that 
he was God's own, and thinking about this was his greatest pleasure. But while 
Adam was in such a state, the evil spirit came and told Eve that she could be like 
God if only she would eat of that tree and that she should not always work for God 
but for herself. She ate of the tree, "and gave also unto her husband with her; and 
he did eat" (Genesis 3:6). 

Adam fell in this way from this glorious state he was in before the Lord. Then 
he started to seek himself. He was full of love towards himself and so man was 
corrupted. Man would at once say, "how is this possible?". However, it has 
occurred all the same and we should bemoan it. 

But now the Lord comes again in His wisdom and sends His Son into this 
world. He dies for man, He pays for sin, He cleanses the conscience, He takes 
away the enmity which was between the Most High God and man, He reconciles 
us with the Father and in this manner He makes us His friends again. 

We are made thus capable of serving God again and rendering this service 
within our salvation. The Lord God sends to us this spiritual grace into our hearts; 
the Spirit teaches us to see the glory of God and that God has created everything 
for Himself, so that we may give ourselves to God. 

And, we may add, be stirred up to exemplify this, the example of Adam, our 
first father, in his state of innocency, the example of the second Adam, our 
Saviour Jesus. He never sought ought for Himself, never His own glory, never His 
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own comfort. He thought it His meat and delicate portion to do the will of heaven. 
It was His meat to do the will of Him that sent Him. It was His meat to finish the 
Father's work (John 4:34). He cried, when most heavily pressed, "Father ... thy 
will be done!" (Matthew 26:42). 0 that the same mind might be in us that was 
also in Christ Jesus (Philippians 2:5-8). How can a man be a Christian and live so 
much to himself? How are such worldly people dead to themselves? How can a 
man seek so much for himself while Paul calls out: "For even Christ pleased not 
himself' (Romans 15:3). 

Keep in mind then that you are from now on dead to sin but through Christ 
Jesus our Lord, alive to God (Romans 6: 11). So that you no longer seek your own 
but only God's honour and glory. Acknowledge the Lord to be your King and 
Lord, cast self away, bow down before Him. Show that you are Another's so that 
you may bring forth fruit unto God (Romans 7:4). And you will be exalted above 
others in the Lord. Christ will live in you and you will be raised up with Him unto 
life. And I will pray that it would please the Lord to teach us by His Spirit, so that 
we will arrive at a true change and the actual exercise of such graces. May all laud 
and praise, honour and glory be to Him, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, 
eternally. Amen. 

--·--
• JABEZ • 

Part I 

J. E. NORTH (Totton, Hants.) 

"And Jabez was more honourable than his brethren: and his mother called 
his name Jabez, saying, Because I bare him with sorrow. And Jabez called on 

the God of Israel, saying, Oh that thou wouldest bless me indeed, 
and enlarge my coast, and that thine hand might be with me, and that 

thou wouldest keep me from evil, that it may not grieve me! And God granted 
him that which he requested" (I Chronicles 4:9-10) 

IT is nothing less than the sacred, gracious power of God that moves a sinner to 
worship God in spirit and in truth. That working of the mighty power of God, 
according to which we are made believers in Jesus Christ our Saviour, is put forth 
in the soul in vital teaching. It is that teaching that lives in us, moves us in things 
pertaining to God, brings forth fruit in us, yes, moulds us to worship the Lord our 
God in spirit and in truth. Christ saith, "It is written in the prophets, And they shall 
be all taught of God. Every man that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, 
cometh unto me" (John 6:45). 

"And Jabez was more honourable than his brethren." In the highest sense he 
was such because he was the workmanship of Jehovah's grace, and thus in his life 
and conversation he showed forth the praise of the Lord. He was one whom the 
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King of Kings delighted to honour. He was an Israelite indeed; and of such God 
saith, "Since thou was precious in my sight, thou hast been honourable, and I have 
loved thee" (Isaiah 43:4). He honoured God, for he called upon the God of Israel; 
and this was all of God's grace. 

"And his mother called him Jabez, saying, Because I bare him with sorrow." In 
sorrow she brought him forth, doubtless there were other sorrows than her travail 
in childbirth that she had. "I bare him with sorrow." All the family of God, in time 
appointed of our heavenly Father, have their sorrows, even such griefs as are 
peculiar to the household of God, and Jabez, a child of sorrow, in his prayer gives 
us intimations of these sorrows. Child of God, are you sorrowful? It will be well 
in your grieved soul to think of Him, the Incarnate Son of God, who pre
eminently was a Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. "Surely he hath borne 
our griefs and carried our sorrows." There are no griefs and sorrows, though ever 
so bitter and deep, that the members of Christ body experience, but Christ our 
Head knows, and fellowship and succour and strong consolation are found with 
Him for all that believe in Him. He is our great and merciful High Priest upon His 
throne; let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

"Jabez called on the God of Israel." It is a sacred miracle of the grace of God 
that transgressors of the law of God should be moved to call upon the Name of 
the Lord. It is written, "They shall call on my name, and I will hear them: I will 
say, It is my people; and they shall say, The Lord is my God" (Zechariah 13:9). In 
calling upon God there is a looking beyond all human aid. There are conditions 
that quickened sinners are brought into in which they prove that vain is the help 
of man. All our resources come short to minister comfort, strength and salvation 
to poor perishing sinners. Heady, self-sufficient professors of Christ's Name may 
sneer at the called of God being called "ready to perish" (Isaiah 27: 13), poor, and 
of a contrite spirit, trembling at the Word of the Lord (Isaiah 66:2), nevertheless 
the children of God, all, at times, feel themselves to be just wretched, needy ones 
before the Lord, with whom they have to do. 

How gracious then are the operations of the Holy Spirit that move us to feel 
after God; we that were enemies, far off from God, alienated from the life of God, 
through the ignorance that is in us because of the blindness of our hearts; yet when 
God calls such a sinner by His grace He comes into that poor sinner's thoughts, 
He opens up to us little by little His N arne, and we think upon His N arne, we are 
drawn to the Lord, wretched and guilty, hell-deserving though we be; we flee for 
refuge to the N arne of the Lord, so graciously and comfortingly declared unto 
poor, lost sinners by Jesus the Saviour. 

We believe that God is, and in our very hearts we believe He is just and 
holy, almighty, gracious, merciful. Oh that He would be merciful to me, take pity 
upon me; Oh that He would be my friend and save me! "Jabez called upon the 
God of Israel." 
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The Israelites were a signally favoured people. They were the adopted nation 
of the Lord, to whom belonged the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the 
service of God, and the promises. To whom were committed the oracles of God, 
and of them, as concerning the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, God blessed 
forever. Amen. 

Jabez prayed to the Lord. A poet has said: 

"Prayer is the soul's sincere desire, 
Unuttered or expressed; 
The motion of a hidden fire 
That trembles in the breast. 
Prayer is the burden of a sigh, 
The falling of a tear, 
The upward glancing of an eye, 
When none but God is near." 

Communion with God is a true indication of the spiritual health of the child of 
God. If there is very little intercourse with God, if there are no sighs and longings, 
cries and praises in the soul unto God, then we are in a languishing, low condition 
indeed. No matter how a man may be talking or preaching about this and that 
doctrine, and no matter how constant may be the attendance at the assemblies of 
the church, if communion with God languishes, what health can there be in the 
soul toward Christ? And that professor of Christ's Name who has had no heart-to
heart communion with the Lord, and thus in his heart has nothing to do with God, 
how can he know God, and Jesus Christ the Saviour? 

And where are the evidences that he is known of God? This is the language 
of the new covenant, "I will give them a heart to know me" (Jeremiah 24:7). 
And they shall all know me from the least unto the greatest of them, signifies that 
they shall have a vital knowledge of the God of their salvation, even unto the 
blessedness of crying Abba, Father. 

0 it is so essential that we poor sinners should thus know the Lord our God, for 
so much we need His help, compassion, and forgiveness every day. Hypocrites 
and carnal professors have no such needs, and they know not God. 

"Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, Oh that thou wouldest bless me 
indeed." This is a sweet comprehensive prayer, suitable to all conditions that a 
child of God may be in. This is the heart crying out unto God. There is such a 
God-wrought fervency in it. Contemplate the exclamation, "Oh" (not 0): it is the 
wish, the yearning of the heart. And [contemplate] the word "indeed", which 
means, in very truth, that the blessing of the Lord may be upon me, that it may be 
my possession, my meat and my drink, my life for evermore. 

Though a sinner should gain the whole world and lack the blessing of God, he 
would lack everything, for all things without this blessing of the Lord fade and 
perish, and end in utter vanity. 
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Look at a sinner, a vile transgressor; he is under the curse of the law, he is 
alienated from the life of God, through the ignorance that is in him because of the 
blindness of his heart, the wrath of God abideth upon him. Such is the testimony 
of the Scriptures concerning a sinner. How can the blessing of God come upon 
such a creature? This blessedness cometh upon us through Jesus Christ, our Lord 
and Saviour, our everlasting covenant Head, in whom God hath blessed us with 
all spiritual blessings in heavenly places (Ephesians 1 :3). Christ, the Fountain of 
all blessings, is our Redeemer King enthroned upon the holy hill of Zion, and 
there the Lord commandeth the blessing, even life for evermore. So in this 
comprehensive, fervent prayer, "Oh that thou wouldest blest me indeed", is the 
heart's entreaty of a sinner called by God's grace that such blessings as God hath 
treasured up in Christ for his loved ones may be bestowed upon wretched, sinful, 
hell-deserving me. Oh, that forgiveness, peace and reconciliation may be mine. 

"Remember me, 0 Lord, with the favour that thou bearest unto thy people: 0 
visit me with thy salvation; that I may see the good of thy chosen, that I may 
rejoice in the gladness of thy nation, that I may glory with thine inheritance." The 
child of God, in ways without number, finds the need of God's blessing. This is 
peculiarly felt in time of temptations, and when the way is felt to be in desert 
places, and when afflictions, persecutions, false tongues would do us mischief. 
Then how needful and much desired is the blessing of our heavenly Father, that 
we may be upheld and walk humbly in faith and love with our God. "Oh that thou 
wouldest bless me indeed." 

---·---

• MAN'S ABILITY • 

MARTIN LUTHER 

"Therefore say thou unto them, Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Turn ye unto me, 
saith the Lord of hosts, and I will turn unto you, saith the Lord of hosts" 

(Zechariah 1:3) 

Supplied by D. L. JAMES (Maidenhead) 

BEFORE the prophet tells the people of their fathers' disobedience and lets them 
see the punishment and wrath of God, he first cries out and preaches to them that 
they should be obedient, and he says: "Return to Me," that is, "Prepare to be My 
people, to serve Me alone, and to obey My commandments. Then I will return to 
you and again be your God and do all good things for you and defend you against 
all the world, as I did before I turned away from you, when your fathers still were 
good and had not turned away from Me either. One tum brings the next: as your 
fathers turned away from Me, so I turned away from them. And thus, if you now 
tum back to Me, I will tum back to you. too." I say this because the pedants and 
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sophists use these words to refer to the free will, as though a man could convert 
himself because the Lord here says, "Return to Me", though obviously the text 
here is not saying anything about what a man is able to do but what he is supposed 
to do. For when it says, "Return to Me", it indicates that men should make a tum, 
that is, keep all the commandments and be good. But Scripture does not say here 
whether a man can do this of himself, but it does speak clearly enough elsewhere. 
These two things are far apart: being able to do a thing and being required to do 
it. Therefore one must not use or understand Scripture as referring to a man's 
being able to do a thing when it speaks only of his being required to do it. I have 
written more fully about this in my booklet Servum arbitrium. 

--·--
• THE NAMES AND DIVINE TITLES 

OF OUR LORD JESUS, THE MESSIAH 
IN THE SCRIPTURES • 

T. ATTWOOD (Parma, Ohio, USA) 

"Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, 
yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory" (1 Peter 1:8) 

BandC 

The Bread of Life 

The Bridegroom 

The Brightness of His Glory 

A Buckler 

The Builder 

John 6:35, 48- The Christ who satisfies. 

To Israel- Jeremiah 33:11 ... 7-16. 

Hebrews 1:3 - The effulgence of His glory -
John 1:14. 

A shield of the largest size- Psalm 18:2, 30. 

Zechariah 6:12, 13; Hebrews 3:3-6. 

Captain of the Host of the Lord Joshua 5:14 - The One who is worthy of 
worship and whom Joshua called "my Lord". 

The Captain of their Salvation Hebrews 2:9, 10. 

The Chief Corner Stone Ephesians 2:20; 1 Peter 2:6; Isaiah 28:16. 

The Chief Shepherd In glory - Psalm 24; 1 Peter 5:4. 

The Chiefest among Ten 
Thousand 

A Child Born, a Son Given 

The Child Jesus 

Chosen of God 

Distinguished above thousands. The Song of 
Solomon 5:10. 

Isaiah 9:6, 7; 7:14; Luke 1:31-33. 

Luke 2:43, 49; Matthew 1:18, 23-25; Acts 4:27. 

1 Peter 2:4, 6; Isaiah 42: 1 b. 
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The Christ 

57 

Hebrew, "HaMashiach" = The Messiah, The 
Anointed One- Matthew 1:16, 17; John 1:41; 
6:68, 69; 1 John 5:2- compare Mark 1:1 with 
Isaiah 42:1. 

Christ (The Messiah) Crucified 1 Corinthians 1:23, 24; 2:2; Zechariah 12:10 
with Numbers 21:9; "look"- Isaiah 45:22. 

The Christ of God 

Christ Jesus 

The Messiah (Christ) Jesus 
the Lord 

Christ our Passover 

Christ (the Messiah), Risen 
from the Dead 

The Christ (the Messiah), the 
Chosen of God 

The Comfort 

Greek, "The Christ" = The Anointed. Hebrew, 
"The Messiah" - Isaiah 61:1; Luke 9:20; John 
17:8. "The Lord's Messiah" -Luke 2:26; Isaiah 
61:1. 

The risen, exalted Messiah who once humbled 
Himself to save us. Galatians 3:26; Philippians 
3:8. 
Luke 2:11; Acts 10:36: Isaiah 40:3, 9. 

1 Corinthians 5:7; 1:30, 31; Genesis 22:7-8 
with Romans 8:32. 

1 Corinthians 15:3, 4, 20; Revelation 1:18. 

Luke 23:35- the Son- Isaiah 42:1; Mark 1:1. 

Romans 15:4; Luke 24:27. 
Commander of the Peoples Isaiah 55:4. 

The Confidence of all the Ends Psalm 65:5. 
of the Earth 

The Consolation of Israel 

The Corn of Wheat 

Counsellor 

A Covenant of the People 

A Covert (a Shelter) from the 
Tempest 

The Creator 

David, Perfect King 

Luke 2:25; Isaiah 40:1, 3, 8, 9. 

John 12:24; Isaiah 53:10; John 10:17, 18. 
Isaiah 9:6; Job 9:4; Colossians 2:3; Isaiah 
11:2-5. 

The Covenant of a people, that is Israel - Isaiah 
49:8; 42:6, 7. 

Isaiah 32:2. 

John 1: 1-4; Hebrews 1 :2, 1 0; Colossians 1: 16, 17. 
Jeremiah 30:9; Hosea 3:5; Ezekiel 34:23, 24; 
34:24, 25. 

(HEBREW ScRIPTURES, P.O. Box 347367, Parma, Ohio 44134-7367 
(216) 459-8775 • John17.3 @HebrewScriptures.org) 
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• STEP BY STEP IN THE NEW YEAR • 

"When thou goest, thy steps shall not be straitened" (Proverbs 4:12) 

FRANK I. EXLEY 

Child of My love, fear not the unknown morrow, 
Dread not the new demand life makes of thee; 
Thy ignorance doth hold no cause for sorrow 
Since what thou knowest not is know to Me. 

Thou canst not see today the hidden meaning 
Of My command, but thou the light shalt gain; 
Walk on in faith, upon My promise leaning, 
And as thou goest all shall be made plain. 

One step thou seest - then go forward boldly; 
One step is far enough for faith to see; 
Take that, and thy next duty shall be told thee, 
For step by step thy Lord is leading thee. 

Stand not in fear thy adversaries counting, 
Dare every peril save to disobey; 
Thou shalt march on, all obstacles surmounting, 
For I, the Strong, will open up the way. 

Wherefore go gladly to the task assigned thee, 
Having My promise, needing nothing more 
Than just to know, where'er the future find thee. 
In all thy journeying I go before. 

--·--
• THE LovE oF Gon • 

ERNEST ROE 

"But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us" (Romans 5:8) 

JESUS HIMSELF SAID, "Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friends" (John 15:13). The love of God- what better theme 
can occupy our minds and hearts than the love of God? John said, "We have 
known it and believed it". I want first of all to ask you to consider the contrast that 
the Holy Ghost through Paul makes immediately prior to our text in verse 7. "For 
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scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet peradventure for a good man some 
would even dare to die." We shall never get the force of the meaning of that little 
word "yet", unless we contemplate those two characters the Holy Ghost portrays 
here - a righteous man, and a good man. The Apostle Paul is referring here to a 
man who is legally righteous in his own opinion, such as the Pharisees, with 
whom he was very cognisant - indeed, he was even one himself till God 
quickened him into life. The Pharisee was, in his own judgment and in the 
judgment of a great many other people, a very beautiful character. The sect of the 
Pharisees started off on a good footing. They started with the intention of 
retaining the old-fashioned truths of God; away back in the Old Testament times, 
long before the birth of Christ, the Pharisees were well known. They had nothing 
whatever to do with politics, they were, as it were, devoted to a restoration and a 
reinterpretation of the law of God as given by His servant Moses and the 
Prophets, but soon corruption set in. But they were still outwardly respectable and 
very much regarded by the people. They were greeted with their titles - "Rabbi" 
this and "Rabbi" the other - in the synagogue and marketplace, and they loved it. 
Paul said, "For such a one would even dare to die" - they regarded them so much. 
By a "good" man the Holy Ghost had in view the benevolent, the kindly man that 
gave well to the temple and to charity, who was quite ready to empty his pocket 
in a good cause, "even for such a man" the Holy Ghost said, "would one die" but 
"God commendeth His love toward us in that while we were yet sinners Christ 
died for us". We are not righteous and we are not good - we are sinners. Blessed 
be His Name it is still true, it is for sinners. 

What can we say about the love of God? 

It really seems presumption on the part of any man to talk about the love of God. 
We can never get far removed from this one thing about it to start with, the 
sovereignty of God - it is so attractive. Here you have two classes of people, the 
righteous, the good, and God passes them by, but then you have the other class, 
the sinner, who is certainly not righteous or good, who the world rewards and 
respects and even might die for, but God picks up the sinner. If only we could 
really get to the bottom of this- we know our own hearts, and I might measure 
"your com by my bushel" and might not be far out, but we are always looking for 
something in us, or for something we do, such as our faith, believing, hoping, 
expecting, and in the legality of our mind saying "If I loved God more then I 
should believe God did love me". Now, faith, hope and love have their sphere, 
but not in this matter of the love of God. Faith, hope and love, and similar graces, 
are all the effects of the love. When will we get clear of that legal spirit? I do not 
think we will get rid of it until we are out of this body of flesh altogether, but I do 
beg of God to subdue it and not let it dominate because, if it dominates, there is 
no peace for us, there is no joy. Our Lord Himself said, "These things have I 
spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be 
full" (John 15:11). Gauge your religion by that, will you? Where is your joy, 
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Christ's joy in you? Where is the fulness of it? We have to say, "Where?". "Why?" 
We are looking in the wrong direction. We are looking inside our own hearts 
instead of to Him. We are looking for something good in us or attaching to us, and 
then we say, "I shall be a joyous man". Whereas the opposite is true. If only we 
could look with a clearer, firmer, more steadfast eye to the love of God flowing 
like a river, free, with no conditions in it, no qualifications called for, but, "/love 
you freely: I have loved you as a sinner". We make a lot of fuss about our 
knowledge of the doctrines of grace but we do not see so much of the grace and 
the strength of it as we would like to see. We have got a lot of legal working about 
us still - shame on us! We have been brought up with an open Bible, the history 
of the truth, and here we are, still grovelling in the dust with respect to ourselves. 
We are always wanting to see something in ourselves fit for God to love. Well! 
that is freewillism, duty faithism right to the bottom. Do not tolerate this in your 
own heart. What we want, therefore, is a realisation of that beautiful word in 
Ezekiel 16 where it is pictured by God Himself, the infant cast out in its blood, 
but verse 6: "When I passed by thee, and saw thee polluted in thine own blood, I 
said unto thee when thou wast in thy blood, Live." It was love, sovereign, free. 
That is the beginning, free love. God never saw anything in us, and He never will 
(in and of ourselves) to love. He loves in spite of all that is there. 

Having said this, see how this divine love of His operates. "God so loved the 
world that he gave his only begotten Son." A loving God must unfold. If there is 
love in us, we cannot keep it a secret in our hearts - it must come out, and it 
will come out, not so much in words as in deeds and in truth. Well, God did that. 
"He so loved that he gave his only begotten Son." He could not have given 
less. If He had given all the celestial hierarchy - all the angels (and there are 
thousands upon thousands of them, and they have never sinned, and they are 
mighty in wisdom and excellent in power)- it would not have done. No, it was 
the Saviour He gave. And why? The angelic nature cannot make an atonement 
for man's sin. We are sinners - sin has got to be dealt with - so He sent and gave 
His only begotten Son in the likeness of sinful flesh. The flesh was real; the sin 
was not. He had no sin. There is the likeness of sinful flesh, but not sin in that 
flesh, and so, as Christ in this world has appeared on the sacred page Incarnate, 
here you have the final proof of the freeness of the love of God, asking and 
wanting no qualification from the sinner. Here He is. He has come to put things 
right, not to ask man in the least measure to put them right. So He sacrificed 
Himself. Hereby we perceive the love of God in that "while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us". 

This love is experienced 

It is not merely true, what I have said, but it is true that there are people who 
experience this love. "Hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed 
abroad in our hearts." That is where we want it. What we have just considered is 
good, it's the foundation, but Oh! I want to feel it, not because I want to feel it and 
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then think God loves me because I feel it, No. He loves me without my feeling it. 
What does this expression "shed abroad" really mean? There is in it the idea of 
abundance. God does not love the sinner meagrely, as if we were afraid He should 
love us too much. No fear: the very being of God is love. There's nothing but love 
in God. All His attributes are love, loving power, loving wisdom, loving justice, 
loving holiness, all His attributes are love. Even His wrath is loving wrath. His 
penal infliction of punishment on the sinner is love, love to His own honour, love 
to His own justice. "God is love." 

When this love of God is shed abroad in the heart a second thing will follow and 
that is, a sensation of it. I remember a remark I read many years ago where Charles 
Wesley went to a meeting at Zoar, Whitechapel, and he said when he came out 
from that meeting he felt "his heart strangely moved". That was the first time 
Charles Wesley had felt the love of God. Nothing else will move the heart like this. 
There is no sense like the love of God revealed to a man's heart when God sheds 
it abroad. Then you can say with John in his Epistle, "Hereby we perceive the love 
of God". One of its firstfruits will be a sacred emotion, penitence. Ah! that love in 
your heart will break it. You cannot live in a wrong spirit if the love of God is felt. 
Similarly, if there is anything crooked in the pathway of life, the love of God felt 
in your heart makes you say, "Well, that is nothing; He will put it right, He will 
straighten it out, He will level that mountain and put that crook right". Blessed be 
His Name, we know it to be so because we have felt it so. We should speak what 
we know and we say, "Who am I that He should thus bless my soul?". It is because 
He would, not because we are better than any other, but because He would. So the 
love of God becomes an experimental fact. Paul was full of it in that Epistle to the 
Galatians. In that 2nd chapter he speaks of God's love to the Church, but then he 
comes to himself and says, "He loved me and gave himself for me". He says, "The 
life I now live in the flesh" in his body - it does not merely mean that he lived in 
the mysterious working of faith; in a sense he did, but there is something much 
more important- he lived "in the faith of the Son of God", and that means, he lived 
in that system of truth of which Christ is the Author and the Finisher, that system 
of divine truth wherein all emanates from God's lovingkindness, free mercy. Bless 
God! I can live there too and I do not want to live anywhere else. I cannot live in 
the law. That damns me - no hope there; but I can live here - I can draw the love 
of God here. 

And what is the outcome? 
"We are saved from wrath through Him." Don't men apologise for the wrath of 
God today? They make out that God cannot be wrathful, but "God is angry with 
the wicked every day" and it is certainly consistent with His love. Man has 
become the criminal and we, through the grace of God, admit that we have 
offended against His law in every point, but God is a God of love to His own law. 
As the Lawgiver, He must punish the criminal. The wrath of God is not personal 
vengeance - it is not a passion like it is with us. As the Lawgiver He must punish 
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the criminal. The wrath of God is not a passion as it is with some of us. It is just 
the expression of His righteous indignation against the offender of His most holy 
law. We are saved from that by this wondrous love of God in Christ Jesus. We may 
fear it because if I have the fear of God in my heart I shall be looking at what I 
deserve, but I shall also be looking at what His Son has done. Oh that filial fear of 
God is aweful!- I do not mean awful- but the child of God will stand awestruck 
with the majesty and splendour of God and yet not be afraid in the sense of being 
in bondage. Yes, the filial fear is in his heart in the new covenant grace of which 
the Holy Spirit said, "I will put my fear into their heart", so that, while we may fear 
in the right sense of the word, yet we thank God we shall not come into it. Perhaps 
some of you have not got as far as that. Well, how does the subject appeal to you? 
Do you say, "I believe those things to be true, and I want no other, because nothing 
else can do me any good"? So far, God has brought you on the right road and He 
is teaching you and, in time, He will bring you into possession of what we have 
spoken about. In the meantime you will not rest on your oars but you will be 
saying, "Lord, do show it to me in my heart". And He will. 

"God commendeth His love." This word is a very interesting one and perhaps 
if I use the word "exhibit" it will be the nearest to the meaning set forth. Paul in 
his Epistle to the Galatians says, in chapter 3, verse 1: "0 foolish Galatians, who 
hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus 
Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you?" The ministry of the 
Apostle was so strong, so profound, it was as if he pictorially presented Christ 
crucified in front of them. So here the Son of God is pictured and set forth in His 
highest light, and in what way? As crucified for sinners, "He died for us". 

CONCLUSION 

There are five points I would like to bring before you. Who were the "us"? "Christ 
died for us." Well, they are without strength, unable. How does that fit - unfit, 
weak, unable? Let me add here that to be unable is a sinful inability. Don't 
forget that. We have lost the ability in the Fall. God is not to be blamed for that. 
We are to be blamed for losing the ability to please God. Remember, it is a sinful 
inability. I cannot do a thing to please God under the Law - "without strength" -
do we not prove that to be true? Yes. He died for such, the ungodly. The word 
really means "irreverent" and their irreverence for God is the secret cause of all 
their weakness. "There is no fear of God before their eyes." So they blaspheme 
His Name and His ways, His Word, His people, and everything that belongs to 
God. "And such were some of you." Some people are afraid of letting the Gospel 
be known. They put a brick wall round it with conditions and provisos until the 
real child of God cannot get into their Gospel anyhow. Christ died for the ungodly, 
but they cannot remain ungodly. The Holy Ghost fetches them out but, prior to 
that- that's the point- "He died for the ungodly". That is good news if you know 
your own ungodliness. 
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Then there is another thing in verse 8, "while we were yet sinners." That is 
really a military term. It means "aiming at the hull's eye and missing the mark". 
We were made for the glory of God - that is the mark - but "we have sinned and 
come short of the glory of God", and that hangs on the soul sometimes very 
heavily. To think that I have never done a thing that is pleasing to God, never over 
seventy or eighty years or more, That is a very solemn consideration. But that did 
not stop Christ dying for us. 

Then another thing, "We are saved from wrath through Him". We were once 
under that liability of the wrath of God, but now we are brought away from it. 

The next, "For· if when we were enemies". An enemy is one who is the 
possessor of hate. He hates God. He hates Christ, he hates the Spirit, he hates the 
Gospel, he hates the Word of God, and you say "Yet he died for such"? He did. 
What do you think of that now? Blessed Gospel, Christ died for us, for such 
people, ungodly, sinners under the wrath of God. 

Now what more could He do? He could not do more. Paul is writing this Letter 
to all in Rome, not the Roman Emperor, not the Senate, not the populace of Rome, 
"To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints". "He died for us," 
and we are taught by God to love it, revere it and eat and drink it in. Oh! man, 
doesn't it tie your heart up to God? Father, Son and Holy Spirit are in this love, 
each of them loving the sinner for whom Christ died. 

May He add His blessing. He has promised to do so for He has said, "I, if I be 
lifted up from the earth will draw all men unto Me". May He do it. Amen. 

---·---

• A NEW YEAR'S BENEDICTION • 
· Concluded 

C. H. SPURGEON 

"But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by 
Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, 

strengthen, settle you" ( 1 Peter 5:10) 

THUS have I run through the benediction. I come now, asking your attention for 
a few minutes more, to observe -

2. THE REASONS WHY THE APOSTLE PETER EXPECTED 
THAT HIS PRAYER WOULD BE HEARD 

He asked that they might be made perfect, stablished, strengthened, settled. Did 
not Unbelief whisper in Peter's ear, "Peter, thou askest too much. Thou wast 
always headstrong. Thou didst say 'Bid me come upon the water'. Surely, this is 
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another instance of thy presumption. If thou hadst said, 'Lord, make them holy', 
had it not been a sufficient prayer? Hast thou not asked too much?" "No," saith 
Peter; and he replies to Unbelief, "I am sure I shall receive what I have asked for; 
for I am in the first place asking it of the God of all grace- the God of all grace." 
Not the God of the little graces we have received already alone, but the God of 
the great boundless grace which is stored up for us in the promise, but which as 
yet we have not received in our experience. "The God of all grace;" of quickening 
grace, of convincing grace, of pardoning grace, of believing grace, the God of 
comforting, supporting, sustaining grace. Surely, when we come to Him we 
cannot come for too much. If He be the God, not of one grace, or of two graces, 
but of all graces, if in Him there is stored up an infinite, boundless, limitless 
supply, how can we ask too much, even though we ask that we may be perfect? 
Believer, when you are on your knees, remember you are going to a King. Let 
your petitions be large. Imitate the example of Alexander's courtier, who when he 
was told he might have whatever he chose to ask as a reward for his valour, asked 
a sum of money so large that Alexander's treasurer refused to pay it until he had 
first seen the monarch. When he saw the monarch, he smiled and said, "It is true 
it is much for him to ask, but it is not much for Alexander to give. I admire him 
for his faith in me; let him have all he asks for." And dare I ask that I may be 
perfect, that my angry temper may be taken away, my stubbornness removed, my 
imperfections covered? May I ask that I may be like Adam in the garden - nay 
more, as pure and perfect as God Himself? May I ask, that one day I may tread 
the golden streets, and "With my Saviour's garments on, holy as the Holy One," 
stand in the mid-blaze of God's glory, and cry, "Who shall lay anything to the 
charge of God's elect?". Yes, I may ask it; and I shall have it, for He is the God 
of all grace. · 

Look again at the text, and you see another reason why Peter expected that his 
prayer would be heard: "The God of all grace who hath called us." Unbelief might 
have said to Peter, "Ah, Peter, it is true that God is the God of all grace, but He is 
as a fountain shut up, as waters sealed". "Ah," saith Peter, "get thee hence Satan, 
thou savourest not the things that be of God. It is not a sealed fountain of all grace, 
for it has begun to flow"- "The God of all grace hath called us." Calling is the 
first drop of mercy that trickleth into the thirsty lip of the dying man. Calling is 
the first golden link of the endless chain of eternal mercies. Not the first in order 
of time with God, but the first in order of time with us. The first thing we know 
of Christ in His mercy, is that He cries, "Come unto me all ye that are weary and 

~heavy laden", and that by His sweet Spirit He addresses us, so that we obey the 
call and come to Him. Now, mark, if God has called me, I may ask Him to stablish 
and keep me; I may ask that as year rolls after year my piety may not die out, I 
may pray that the bush may burn, but not be consumed, that the barrel of meal 
may not waste, and the cruse of oil may not fail. Dare I ask that to life's latest hour 
I may be faithful to God, because God is faithful to me? Yes, I may ask it, and I 
shall have it too: because the God that calls, will give the rest. "For whom he did 
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foreknow, them he did predestinate; and whom he did predestinate, them he also 
called; and whom he called he also justified; and whom he justified, them he also 
glorified." Think of thy calling Christian, and take courage, "For the gifts and 
calling of God are without repentance". If He has called thee He will never repent 
of what He has done, nor cease to bless or cease to save. 

But I think there is a stronger reason coming yet: "The God of all grace, who 
hath called us unto his eternal glory." Hath God called thee, my hearer? Dost thou 
know to what He has called thee? He called thee first into the house of conviction, 
where He made thee feel thy sin. Again He called thee to Calvary's summit, where 
thou didst see thy sin atoned for and thy pardon sealed with precious blood. And 
now He calls thee. And whither away? I hear a voice today- unbelief tells me that 
there is a voice calling me to Jordan's waves. Oh, unbelief! it is true that through 
the stormy billows of that sea my soul must wade. But the voice comes not from 
the depths of the grave, it comes from the eternal glory. There where Jehovah sits 
resplendent on His throne, surrounded by cherubim and seraphim, from that 
brightness into which angels dare not gaze, I hear a voice: "Come unto me, thou 
blood-washed sinner, come unto my eternal glory." 0 heavens! is not this a 
wondrous call?- to be called to glory- called to the shining streets and pearly 
gates - called to the harps and to the songs of eternal happiness - and, better still, 
called to Jesu's bosom- called to his Father's face- called, not to eternal glory, 
but to His eternal glory - called to that very glory and honour with which God 
invests Himself for ever? And now, beloved, is any prayer too great after this? 
Has God called me to heaven, and is there anything on earth He will deny me? 
If He has called me to dwell in heaven is not perfection necessary for me? May I 
not therefore ask for it? If He has called me to glory, is it not necessary that I 
should be strengthened to fight my way thither? May I not ask for strengthening? 
Nay, if there be a mercy upon earth too great for me to think of, too large for me 
to conceive, too heavy for my language to carry it before the throne in prayer, He 
will do for me exceeding abundantly above what I can ask, or even what I can 
think. I know He will, because He has called me to His eternal glory. 

The last reason why the apostle expected that His benediction would be 
fulfilled was this: "Who hath called us to his eternal glory by Christ Jesus." It is 
a singular fact that no promise is ever so sweet to the believer as those in which 
the N arne of Christ is mentioned. If I have to preach a comforting sermon to 
desponding Christians, I would never select a text which did not enable me to lead 
the desponding one to the cross. Does it not seem too much to you, brethren and 
sisters, this morning, that the God of all grace should be your God? Does it not 
surpass your faith that He should actually have called you? Do you not sometimes 
doubt as to whether you were called at all? And when you think of eternal glory, 
does not the question arise, "Shall I ever enjoy it? Shall I ever see the face of God 
with acceptance?" Oh, beloved, when ye hear of Christ, when you know that this 
grace comes through Christ, and the calling through Christ, and the glory through 
Christ, then you say, "Lord, I can believe it now, if it is through Christ". It is not 
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a hard thing to believe that Christ's blood was sufficient to purchase every 
blessing for me. If I go to God's treasury without Christ, I am afraid to ask for 
anything, but when Christ is with me I can then ask for everything. For sure I 
think He deserves it, though I do not. If I can claim His merits then I am not afraid 
to plead. Is perfection too great a boon for God to give to Christ? Oh, no. Is the 
keeping, the stability, the preservation of the blood-bought ones too great a reward 
for the terrible agonies and sufferings of the Saviour? I trow not. Then we may 
with confidence plead, because everything comes through Christ. 

I would in concluding make this remark. I wish, my brothers and sisters, that 
during this year you may live nearer to Christ than you have ever done before. 
Depend upon it, it is when we think much of Christ that we think little of 
ourselves, little of our troubles, and little of the doubts and fears that surround us. 
Begin from this day, and may God help you. Never let a single day pass over your 
head without a visit to the garden of Gethsemane, and the cross on Calvary. And 
as for some of you who are not saved, and know not the Redeemer, I would to 
God that this very day you would come to Christ. I dare say you think corning to 
Christ is some terrible thing: that you need to be prepared before you come; that 
He is hard and harsh with you. When men have to go to a lawyer they need to 
tremble; when they have to go to the doctor they may fear; though both those 
persons, however unwelcome, may be often necessary. But when you come to 
Christ, you may come boldly. There is no fee required; there is no preparation 
necessary. You may come just as you are. It was a brave saying of Martin 
Luther's, when he said, "I would run into Christ's arms even if He had a drawn 
sword in his hand". Now, he has not a drawn sword, but He has His wounds in 
His hands. Run into His arms, poor sinner. "Oh," you say, "May I come?'' How 
can you ask the question? you are commanded to come. The great command of 
the gospel is, "Believe on the Lord Jesus". Those who disobey this command 
disobey God. It is as much a command of God that man should believe on Christ, 
as that we should love our neighbour. Now, what is a command I have certainly a 
right to obey. There can be no question you see; a sinner has liberty to believe in 
Christ because he is told to do so. God would not have told him to do a thing 
which he must not do. You are allowed to believe. "Oh,"· saith one, "that is all I 
want to know. I do believe that Christ is able to save to the uttermost. May I rest 
my soul on Him, and say, sink or swim, most blessed Jesus, Thou art my Lord?" 
May do it! man? Why you are commanded to do it. Oh that you may be enabled 
to do it. Remember, this is not a thing which you will do at a risk. The risk is in 
not doing it. Cast yourself on Christ, sinner. Throw away every other dependence 
and rest alone on him. "No," says one, "I am not prepared." Prepared! sir? Then 
you do not understand me. There is no preparation needed; it is, just as you are. 
"Oh, I do not feel my need enough." I know you do not. What has that to do with 
it? You are commanded to cast yourself on Christ. Be you never so black or never 
so bad, trust to him. He that believeth on Christ shall be saved, be his sins never 
so many, he that believeth not must be damned be his sins never so few. The great 
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command of the gospel is, "Believe". "Oh," but saith one, "am I to say I know 
that Christ died for me?" Ah, I did not say that, you shall learn that by-and-bye. 
You have nothing to do with that question now, your business is to believe on 
Christ and trust Him; to cast yourself into His hands. And may God the Spirit now 
sweetly compel you to do it. Now, sinner, hands off your own righteousness. Drop 
all idea of becoming better through your own strength. Cast yourself flat on the 
promise. Say, 

"Just as I am without one plea, 
But that Thy blood was shed for me, 
And that Thou bid'st me come to Thee; 
Oh, Lamb of God! I come, I come." 

---·---

• BARNABAS • 

Son of Prophecy, Encouragement, Consolation 

D. L. FRY (Mudgee, NSW, Australia) 

BARNABAS appears first in the early days of the Jerusalem Church as "Joseph 
a Levite from Cyprus [whom the apostles called Barnabas] sold a field he 
owned and laid the money at the apostles' feet" (Acts 4:36-37). Joseph, meaning 
"God will add", was a popular Jewish name borne by the foster father of Jesus 
and 1,700 years before by the prime minister of Egypt! It was common practice 
to change names. Abram to Abraham; Jacob to Israel, Simon to Peter, Saul 
to Paul, usually to describe God's calling to special service: High Father to Father 
of Nations, Supplanter to God's Prince, God Has Heard to Stone and Asked For 
to Little! 

We see that Barnabas certainly earned his name Encourager as he stepped up 
to "put his money where his mouth was", supported his fearful cousin John Mark 
by taking him under his wing back home to Cyprus, and courageously befriended 
the newly-converted Pharisee and persecutor, Saul of Tarsus, whom be believed 
had been truly changed by Christ, despite his supervision of the stoning of 
Stephen. He is described as "a good man full of the Holy Spirit and faith" and was 
entrusted with checking on fellow Cypriots who had been scattered following 
Stephen's murder and who brought many to faith in the Lord Jesus in Antioch. 

Although Barnabas was largely overshadowed by Peter, Paul and John, his 
example of personal faith, humility and steadfastness must be an encourage
ment to the vast majority of believers who may never reach the dizzy heights of 
public acclaim. We may not "score many goals" but we can "pass the ball" to 
those who will. We may not figure in the Queen's birthday honours; but we do 
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belong to God's Royal Family as "members of Christ, children of God and 
inheritors of His Kingdom". We can be an encouragement and support to 
ministers, missionaries, pastors and leaders in the Church of God's Son, who has 
opened the way for us to contact His Father through prayer and receive the 
direction, counsel and help of His Spirit through Bible reading, study, application 
and service. 

Instead of taking all the credit and honour by being commissioned by the 
Jerusalem Church to undertake the first Mission to Antioch, he went to Tarsus and 
spent 12 months with Saul (Paul) and then "taught great numbers of people who 
believed and turned to the Lord" (Acts 11:25-26) where the disciples were first 
called Christians! Then this duo was entrusted with delivering the financial 
donations to the famine-affected believers in Judea. Chapters 13-15 of Acts detail 
the early days of the Church's Mission to the World and of Barnabas' part in 
carrying out the Saviour's command to "Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature" (Mark 16: 15). This led to great persecution of Christians 
throughout the Roman world, first by the Jews and then by the Romans for around 
300 years, until the power of the Gospel had so changed hearts and minds of so 
many, that the Emperor Constantine was convinced that Jesus Christ had enabled 
him to win the empire! 

Today the persecution of our brothers and sisters in Christ has reached 
astronomical heights, especially across the Middle East and Asia, where "the 
blood of the martyrs" is certainly becoming the "seed of the Church". Also the 
decline of vital faith in the Truth of God as expressed in the historic Christian 
creeds, recorded in the Holy Scriptures as well as testified in the lives of faithful 
witnesses, has seen the dismantling of our traditional Christian values throughout 
the Western World. One of the recent movements addressing this decline has 
taken its name from today's hero, and is called the Barnabas Foundation. So all is 
not lost! There are ways to hold out the "blessed hope" to this generation, locked 
into atheistic materialism, religious extremism and great fear of global disasters, 
which our Saviour predicted would occur before He returns to set up His 
Kingdom of Peace and Righteousness! (Titus 2:11-14; Matthew 24; Mark 13; 
Luke 21; 2 Timothy 3). 

Two leaders of this Barnabas ministry to the persecuted Church of the 21st 
century, both of Islamic and Christian descent, are the CEO, Dr. Patrick Sukhdeo, 
and former Bishop of Rochester, Dr. Michael N azir Ali. Both minister in constant 
threat of harm to life and family! 

If we would either teach or learn the doctrine of justification in a due manner, a 
clear apprehension of the greatness of our apostasy from God, a due sense of the 
guilt of sin, a deep experience of its power, all with respect unto the holiness and 
law of God, are necessary unto us. John Owen 
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• HYMN FOR THE NEW YEAR • 
(This appeared in the January edition of the Gospel Magazine of 1777) 

II LUcINDA" 

"0 Thou, whose hand directs the spheres, 
And measures out our circling years; 
Thou bidst those circling years fulfil 
The counsel of Thy sov'reign will. 

The sun acknowledges Thy nod, 
And shines at the command of God; 
Seasons return, in beauteous train, 
And speak Thy providential reign. 

The silver moon, fair queen of night, 
And all the stars, of various light; 
As radiant preachers, shine aloud, 
And point a thoughtless world to God. 

The bounteous earth, and teeming sea, 
Derive their fruitfulness from Thee: 
And each her unexhausted stores 
At human feet, incessant, pours. 

Man lives, regardless of his state; 
Unmindful of his fleeting date; 
Absurdly slumbers o'er the deep, 
And sings his heedless soul to sleep. 

How varying, all beneath the sun! 
Since the last year it's race begun, 
What numbers of my friends are fled 
To unseen mansions of the dead! 

Almighty grace, my soul incline 
To things eternal and divine: 
Oh, for an heart t'improve the past, 
And weigh each moment as my last! 

Then roll, ye planets, swiftly round, 
So I am but in Jesus found: 
To life, or death, I glad resign, 
If I am His, and He is mine." 

• 
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• BOOK REVIEWS • 

E.ditor's Note: We live, regretfully, in a day when most evangelicals have abandoned the Authorised 
(King James) Version of the Bible. Rather, therefore, than ceasing to review most books, we try to warn 
readers by stating if the book uses another version of the Bible. The position of the Gospel Magazine 
remains true to the AV as the best text and translation, in beautiful and formative E.nglish. That we 
name another translation does not mean we endorse it. 

Addenda 

A section of the review of Darwin and Lady Hope - the Untold Story, was left out on page 
31 of the January/February 2013 issue. As I no longer have a copy of the book, nor would 
there be space to include so much, I am unable to rectify this, but anyone wishing to read 
the section on page 26-29 of the book in question should obtain a copy and read between 
"he was sitting (p. 26) ... memorable day "(p. 29). The book is well worth reading. 

Editor 

Gospel Truth- Answering New Atheists' Attacks on the Gospels. Paul Barnett. 
lnterVarsity Press. pp. 224, paperback. £9.99. ISBN 978 1 84474 594 4. 

Who are the "new atheists"? It appears that they not only disbelieve in God, but are actively 
trying to eradicate all religion from the public arena. 

Is this something new? Those who lived through the twentieth century will recall that Soviet 
Russia strenuously sought to destroy religion, especially under Joseph Stalin. Enver Hoxha's 
Albania in 1967 declared itself to be the world's first atheist state. China, during the "cultural 
revolution", attacked the Christian faith. In comparison, much today is relatively tame. 

This is not to raise a criticism; it is simply to query whether the militancy of today's atheists 
is anything new. Leaving this aside, this book provides a wealth of useful information for 
anyone who finds himself confronted by an aggressive opponent of the gospel. Such people 
often adopt the scatter-gun approach, by raising several disparate issues at once in a 
desperate attempt to unnerve the unwary. For instance, the information in this book 
effectively answers the old contention that there is no independent evidence of Christ's 
existence, or of the events as recorded in Scripture, by drawing attention to the writings of 
Josephus, Tacitus and Pliny the Younger. It supplies instances of where archaeology has 
established the truth of events or places, recorded in Scripture, which some have previously 
dismissed as fictitious- such as the pool of Bethesda, as recorded in John 5:1-9. Yet again, 
it provides several sound, reasoned answers to those who would try and discredit the 
Scriptures by pointing to apparent contradictions and conflicts; though one would have 
welcomed more discussion on Matthew 2 and Luke 2 as to what happened after Christ's 
birth (pp.1 01-1 02). 

Therefore, whether or not you encounter a "new" atheist, you will find plenty of useful 
information here, not only for your own benefit, but for sharing with others as well. P.C.M. 

The Intolerance of Tolerance. D. A. Carson. lnterVarsity Press. pp. 256, paperback. 
£12.99. ISBN 978 1 84474 405 3. 

This book, answers a question that puzzles many Evangelicals today. Why do the media, well 
known figures like David Blunkett and Trevor Phillips, probably every member of the Liberal 
Party, most Guardian readers and secularists in general, lump us together with violent 
lslamists as dangerous fundamentalists? 
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The nub of Carson's explanation is the change in meaning of the word "intolerance". 
Intolerance used to be a refusal to allow contrary opinions to be expressed in public. Now 
it means questioning or contradicting the view that all opinions are equal in value. As 
evangelical Christians do not believe that all beliefs and opinions are of equal value they 
are, perforce, dangerous and intolerant fundamentalists. Furthermore, the new tolerance 
(believing everyone else's views are as valid as mine) trumps all other virtues. 

Carson gives many examples which not only illustrate what is going on but show the 
absurdity and illogicality of this position. He quotes the attempts in some British universities 
to disaffiliate Christian Unions from the Student Union because their views, especially on 
moral issues, were not acceptable to some members of the Student Union. They refused to 
or could not see, that in trying to remove the Christian voice from the campus they were 
themselves being intolerant and discriminatory. Furthermore, Carson points out that there 
seems to be another agenda here. Most of his examples involve Christians and Christian 
organisations, not because he ignores other groups, but simply because they are not so 
often picked on by the champions of the new tolerance. 

He also explains that secularists believe their position is neutral and objective and they 
cannot see that they are as dogmatic in their beliefs as any Christian, indeed, more so, as 
they wish to remove the Christian viewpoint from the public square while Christians prefer 
to have all points of view freely aired and discussed. 

The implications of all this for morals, politics and how ordinary people live their lives, is 
explored in the later chapters and the book finishes on a practical note with ten ways in 
which Christians can fight back. 

The chapters are carefully footnoted, the references providing material for further 
reading, and there is an index of names and an index of subjects. 

This book, written by a leading evangelical apologist, though not always easy reading, 
contains a message which is vital for the church to grasp if it wishes to make any head
way in understanding modern culture. Without this understanding evangelisation will be 

very difficult. N.M.M. 

Living Witness. Eds. Andy Draycott and Jonathan Rowe. lnterVarsity Press. pp. 304, 
paperback. £16.99. ISBN 978 1 84474 575 3. 

This compilation of twelve essays by various contributors is subtitled "Explorations in 
missional ethics". The first chapter, by Jonathan Rowe, sets the scene and explains what is 
meant by the term "Missional Ethics", arguing that "the whole life of the people of God, not 
only verbal proclamation, testifies to the church's faith, or lack of faith, in her Lord". This first 
chapter also contains a brief overview of each of the subsequent contributions. 

The essays are divided into two sections, "Foundations" and "Issues". Chapter 2, entitled 
"Trinity", the first chapter in the "Foundations" section, is written by Christopher Wright and 
looks at the way each person of the Godhead is involved in the election, redemption and 
sanctification of the church. Brian Brock makes the next contribution, entitled "Creation", in 
which he compares the Christian life and mission to gardening. In the next chapter, Grant 
Mccaskill looks at "Hope" from a Christian perspective, tracing this from Creation through 
the Scripture to the new heaven and earth. Matt Jenson makes the next contribution, entitled 
"Church" in which he looks at relationships between believers, particularly focussing on 
homosexuality and using practical examples from his own ministerial experience. In the final 
chapter of the "Foundations" section, Andy Draycott examines "Preaching", defining it as the 
church's free public speech". 
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The first chapter in the "Issues" section is written by Sarah Ruble and is entitled 
"Packaging". In this chapter, she examines how people's opinions and prejudices tend to 
influence the way a message is presented. In the next chapter, dealing with "Families", 
Joshua Hordern looks at the problems of presenting the ethics of the Christian idea of the 
family to other societies which have different viewpoints. This is followed by a discussion 
about "Friendship" by Guido de Graff, who goes into some depth about the way friendship 
was viewed by Plato, Aristotle and Seneca and applies this to friendship in missionary 
contexts today. Jonathan Chaplin then looks at Christian political reasoning, which he 
considers should be characterised by "fidelity to biblical truth and discernment of the spirits 
of the age". In the following chapter Nathan Moser looks at the servant passages in Isaiah 
and how these should influence the mission of the church in the world. The subject of the 
next chapter, written by Sean Doherty, is the problem of the Christian's attitude to money and 
how important it is to "proclaim the good news, to call people to repentance and costly 
discipleship, and to draw on the transforming power of the gospel". The final chapter in this 
section, by Daniel Carroll, examines the issues raised by immigration from a missional 
perspective, drawing lessons from the way that the subject is handled in Scripture. 

The book closes with a short conclusion by Andy Draycott and Jonathan Rowe. There is 
an index of Scripture references and an index of names following the final chapter. 

I must admit that I found some of the chapters, particularly in the first section, quite 
difficult to read but the later essays, particularly those dealing with Money and Immigration, 
were easier to follow. Whilst by no means agreeing with many of the conclusions, I did find 
a lot of the issues raised to be interesting and thought-provoking. The book states that it is 
intended primarily for pastors and church leaders and I would suggest that such would 
probably derive more benefit from it than the "ordinary" reader like myself. D.K.M. 

Please obtain any books reviewed or advertised from your local Christian bookshop, 
as we regretfully are not in a position to supply your requirements. 
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