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"In doctrine>shewing

uncorl'uptne~s:'

" Beware ye I!! tile leavenq! tile Pharisees which is Hypocrzsy.··
" Jesus Cllffist, the same yesterday to-day and for ever. JVltom to know is life
,eternal>"
CHRIST'S ASCENSION 1'0 GLORY.

" God is gone up wi'th a shout, the Lord with the sound of a trumpQt."

THIS psalm seems to have been composed upon the occasion of
that great solemnity, of carrying- up th$l ark from the house of Obededom unto the city of Zion. But as Zion was a type of the church,
and the ark a type of Christ; so this has plainly a respect unto the
ascension of Christ unto heaven, and, as a consequence and fruit
thereof, to the spreading and enlargement of his kingdom in all parts
and nations of tbe world.
The Psalm begins with an exhortation to praise, " 0 clap your
hands, all ye people, shout unto God with a voice of triumph." The
party exhorted is, "all ye people;" not only all the tribes of Israel,
but all the ends of the earth are concerned; and exhorted to join in
this triumph, of celebrating the glory of our Redeemer. And they
are exhorted to clap their' hands, and shout with the voice of triumph, like men in a transport that cannot contain themselves.
Clapping of the hands, and shouting> upon any solemn occasion, is a '
token of approbation. Every soul that receives Christ approves of
the device of Infinite Wisdom through him: " This' is a faithful
saying, and-worthy of all acceptation,"-a token of joy and pleasure.
Christ is the JDY and pleasure of his Father; and he is also the
joyof all the redeemed, they are " gladdened with his countenance,"
as the expression is. A token of admirotion and wonder. God
mani.fested in tlle flesh is the wonder of angels and the admiration
of all the saints, both in the church militant, and triumphant.
Our Redeemer is-" The Lord most high is terrible." But, say
you, is this matter of praise? Ycs, it is great matter of praise that
our Redeemer is none other than the most high God, who strikes
terror upon the powers of hell; he comes to bruise the head of the
VOL. I.-No. V.
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serpent, and through- death to destroy him that had the power of
deal h; he is terrible to all the wicked enemies of his church and
people; for " he cutteth off the spirits of princes, and is terrible to
the kings of the earth." Is it not matter of praise unto the church,
to have this God for our God, for our everlasting 'friend?
He is a sovereign Lord, and his dominion is universal; " he is a
great King over all the earth." His kingdom is so extensive, that
it reaches from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the
earth, according to the promise made to him by his Father,-I will
. give him the heathen for his inheritance."
Praise him, believers, for the honour and victory that he giv'es to
to you and unto all his ransomed: "He will subdue the people
under us, and the nations under our feet;" through him we shall be
conquerors, yea, "more than conquerors;" in him we shall "rule
the nations with a rod of iron."
Consider you have a pleasant portion and goodly heritage that he
bestows upon you, ," He shall choose our inheritance for us, the excellency of J acob whom he loved;" he will order every thing in our
lot in the world, to his glory and our good; and, which is best of
all, he himself will be our portion for ever, when flesh and heart fails;
and this is "an inheritance ~hat is incorrputible, undefiled, and
which fadeth not away.",
.
Meditate, 0 man of God, on his triumphant ascension to heaven
in our nature, the views of which fiU the church here with transport
of wonder nnd praise: God is gone up witl. a shout.
What an unspeakable mercy is it that our Redeemer; he is God;,
not absolutely or essentially considered, for in this respect he-cannot
properly be said to go up, or come down: but it is God in our nature, in the person of the eternal Son, God manifested .in the flesh;
that. God who is the object of all praise and adoration, who is " King
over all the earth," who "reigneth over the heathen," and who
" sitteth upon the throne of his hpliness," " the God of Abraham,
to whom all the earth do belong;" it is that same God that is gone
up 'IJ;ith a shout. Who dares to wear that great name, but only he)
who is in the form of God, and thinks it no robbery to be equal with
God? Among other winds that are blowing at this day.jn the valley
of vision, is the wind of blasphemy against the glorious Trinity,
and particularly blasphemy against our glorious lmmanuel, blows
ver,y hard. I fear there are more in this land, that are canied off
with the wind of tnat detestable Socinian and Sabellian heresy, than
we are aware of; and therefore it concerns all that love the Lord
Jesus, to think and speak honourably of him, and to be established
in the faith of his supreme and self-existent Deity; you see how
honourably the church speaks of him, with a view t6 h.is ascending, .
in our nature, God is gone up with a shout, the·Lord (or Jehovah)
with t~e sound of a trumpet.
He is gone up. This phlinly alludes unto the carrying up of the
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ark to the hill of Ziori, which was done w'j'th great solemnity; the
ark being t,he instituted token of God's special presence among
them; it lJeing carded from the nouse of Obed-edom where it had
remained in obscurity, to the high hill of Zion, typi(ying the ascension
of Christ unto mount Zion, -the heavenly Jerusalem above, from this
lower world, where his di\iine glory had been eclipsed for about three
ano thi,rly years. ,
ln the words above we have the solemnity of Christ's ascension;
he is gone up with a shout, and with tile sound of CL trumpet. When
tbe ark was carried up unto mount Zion, David dan<:ed before it,
and tlle priests blew wi,~h ,their trum pets, and the people h uzzaed and
shouted for joy. When Christ ascended into heaven, we do noL read
()f:lny such shouting or sounding among the inhabitants of this lower world; but there was a great a'ud glorious solemnity among angels, and the spirits of just men made perfect. The Psalmist speaks.
of the solemnity of Christ's ascension among the inhabitants of the
invisible w@rld, " The chariots of God are twenty thous,and, even
thousands of angels': the Lord is in the midst of them as in Sinai.
Thcm hast ascended up on high" And itis thought by Dr. Owen,
that in ~ the fifth chapter of the Revelation, it is the solemnity of
Christ's ascension to the throne of glory l'11at is slJoken of in Vel'. 1 L
-14. "I beheId, and I heard the voice of many angels round about
the throne: and the number," &c. My Christian reader! we generally think little of Christ's ascension: and indeed it made little
noise here below: but it made a great noise in the other, worlu, and
will make heaven to ring with shouts ()f praise through an endless
eternity.
Thus the ascension of Christ unto heaven, or his ascension unto
the throne of gl0ry, is great matler of joy and triumph, both in the
church militant and triumphant. It is a matter pf praise and triumph, even to us who are yet in a militant state, thftt God, in our
flllture, is gone up with a shout, and t,he Lord with the sound of a
tqoumpet; and ther-efore " Sing praises to God, sing praises: sing
praises unto our King, sjl1'g praises." We are ,caned: te Join' in' t,be
solemnity. 0 rejoice in an exalted Christ, ye righteous: and shout
for joy, all ye that are upright in heart.
.
Christ's triumphant ascension was typified under the Old Testament .by the ark, which continued in a wandering uncertain condition, as to ,the place of its-abode, till at leNgth it was taken up to
mount Zion, and ,fixed :in that secret place df the temple, caned the
holy of holies, which typified the highest heavens into which Christ
is now entered in our nature. This was also typified by.J oseph,
who, after he ,had been sold by his brethren, canied into Egypt like
a slave, unjustly cast into prison, and laid under fetters of iron, was
taken £1'000 prison, exalted ill the court of Pharaoh, having the whole
@overnme,nt of the ikingdom -devolved upon him, vested with such
.absolute 'authority, tha;t 'he bound their nobles with fetters of iron at
his pleasure, everyone bowing the knee before hit!? In Christ's
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ascension was not only typified, but foretold by the prophet, that he
should sit on his Father's 1'ight-hand, and after he had " drunk of
. the brook in the way, he should lift up the head," and be vested with
such power and authority, as to " strike through kings in the day of
his wrath, and wound the heads of his enemies over many nations."
In a word,. all the prophets prophesied of his resurrection and exaltation, how he was first" to suffer, and then to enter into his' glory."
This is evident from the testimony of famous witne~ses. We are
told, that when Christ had led the disciples out of Jerusalem to
mount Oliret, while he was talking with them about the affairs of his
kingdom; alter he llad instructed them- as to their management in
these matters, he was taken up into heaven, and a cloud received him
out of their sight; and thereupon two of his glorious retinue, clothed
in white, whom he had on purpose left behind to comfort his disciples, say to them, ~' Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gaziJ1g up
into heaven? ,this same Jesus which is taken up from you into
heaven, shall so ~come, in like manner as ye have seen him go into
heaven." We have this same truth attested by the pl;oto-martyr
Stephen, while standing before the Jewish council, he being filled'
with the Holy Ghost, his face shining like the face of an angel cries
out, "Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God;" and Paul tells us, that " he was
seen of him also, as one born out of due season." This is confirmed
from many pleasant texts of scripture, Heb. i. 3. iv. 14. viii. I. xii.
z. and many other places, where we read of his being "Ilt the right
hand of the Majesty on high."
There were many glorious fruits and consequences of his actual
accession to the 1 hrone of glory, which have ap'peared in the open
view of all mankind. If he be not gone up, and actually vested with
all }:>ower in heaven and in earth, whence was it that the Spirit was
poured down from on high in such a miraculous way and manner at
Pentecost, like the rushing of a mighty wind, resting on each of the
apostles like cloven tongues of fire? ,Whence came the gift of tongues, whereby the illiterate fishermen, whp knew no language but their
mother tongue, where enabled to speak with the greatest volubility all
manner oflanguages? Surely this power from on high came down
from him who had gone up to heaven, that they might be in a capacity, according to the commission they had received from him, to
~, go and teach all nations" the Imowledge of the mysteries of salvation through him, and particl,Ilarly tha.t he who " was dead, was
now alive, and liveth fof evermore;" and that he "had the keys of
hell and of death."
Whence came the gift of miracles, the opening the eyes of the
blind, the unstopping the ears of the deaf, the healing the sick,
and raising the dead, and like the excellent signs and wonders which
were wrought by the hands of the apostles and disciples, of which
we read in the acts of the apostles? These things were not done in
secret, but in the open view of the whole world; and whatever
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miracles they wrought, they were always don~ in the 'name of a risen
and exalted Jesus.
Thus by the simple preaching of the doctrine of Christ's resurrection and exaltation; the Mosaic <Economy, which had the authorityof the divine institution, was un hinged ; the idolatries of
the heathen, in which they had been habituated for many ages and
generations, made to fall down arid give way to the kingdom and government of Christ, and the purity and simplicity of gospel-worship? In the compass of a very few years. almost all nations were
brought to bow to the royal sceptre of this exalted King; for Paul
tells us, that even in his day, the sound Qf the apostles" went into
all the earth, and their' words unto the ends of the world?" The
followers of Christ, and his doctrine and kingdom, were not entin;)y
buried in oblivion, when the strength of the Roman empire, which
had subdued all nations under it, was employed to stifle and suppress it, in ten several bloody persecutions? This the disciples of a
crucified Christ, with such invincible courage, were enabled to bear
the greatest barbarity that their enemies could exercise upon them.
When so many million's of them were slaughtered for their adherence
unto the faith of Christ's resurrection from the dead? That the RQman emperors, and that whole powerful empire, after their utmost
efforts to raze the name of Christ ana Christianity from the earth,
were at length ob) iged to bow at the name of Jesus, and to confess,
that he was the Lord of all, in the glory of his eternal Father ~ All
these thines are clear and uncontested evidences of the ascension of
Christ, and his accession to the throne of glory above. And I am
ready to think, that it was with a view to these, and the like events,
that were to follow upon his resurrection and exaltation, that he said
to his disciples, while he was yet on this side of death, and ofthe sea
qf his sufferings, " He that believeth on me, the werks that I do
shall he do also, and greater works than these shall he do: because
I go unto my Father;" and indeed it was fit that he should do greater
works after he came to the throne, than when he was yet on the
dunghill. This make's Christ's ascension to the th1'O'ne of glory a
matter of triumph and shouting to all the redeemed, both in the
ehurch militant and triumphant.
Christ says, to Nic.:odemus, in order to afford him a view of his,
divine nature, and of his humiliation an exaltation at once, "No
man hath ascended up to heaven, but that he came down from
heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven." Our great and
glorious Redeemer, though he had glory with his Father before
the world was; though he was by him as one brought up with him;
was daily his delight, rejoicing always before him; yet he rejoiced ~n
the habitable parts of the earth, and his delights were with the soris.
of men: such was his 'kiI;Jdness to the fallen tribe and family of
Adam, that he would needs pay us a visit in our low estate. More
~articularly at his incarnation, or assumption of the natui'e of 'man ;;
God essentially considered cannot be said to go up or to come down~
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to ascend or to descend, because he fills heaven and earth, and the
heaven of heavens cannot contain him; therefore his going up must
have a respect unto him as incarnate. And here is a mystery that
we have need to be learning el"ery day. ,This is a strange thing that
,God bath wrought in the earth, the .fulness of the Godh~ad dwelling
bodUy in the man Christ .J esus. Without controversy" -it is a great
.mystery, ,that" the word was made flesh, and dwelt among us. In
the fulness of time, God sent forth his Son ,made of a woman." Oh!
let everyone of us for himself take hold of this 1< iusman, as Ruth did
of Boaz, and Claim relation to him, saying, "Cast thy skirt over me,
for thou art my near kinsman."
'Christ's ascension in heaven implies that he had ended or finished
the work or service for which he came down into this lower world;
that he had fultilled the law, satisfied justice, and brought in everlasting righteousness, To this purpose is that of Christ, speaking of
the work of the Spirit, when he should be poured .out after his ascensi0n, he shall convi,nce the world "of righteousness, because I go to
the Father." B_doved reader, if Christ had not brought in everlasting -righteousness, if he had not magnified the law and made it honourable, he co:u!d 'never have gone up to the Father; but his going
up with a shout of triumph, is a declaration to the world, that
" the Lord is well pleased for his righteousness sake."
It supposes his resurrection from the dead, whereby he was
just,ified as the ,public head and surety of an elect world, and declared
to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness.
If the bonds of death had detained him, he could never have gone up
fvilli a shout. Christ ,is risen indeed, and by hill resunection we
are begotten agai n unto the liv.cly hope of " an inheritance, incorruptibl,e,undetiled, and which f:adeth' not away." ,
The gates of glory, which had been shut, were again opened ~y
tIle death and satisfaction of Christ. lJIlmediately upon the breach of
. the first covenant, heaven's gates were barred against Adam and all
his posterity, and would have continued so to all eternity; but, upon
the satisfactiGlD of Christ, promised and actually mad'e and fulfilled, in
the fulness of time, the gates of glory were cast open for the reception of Christ himself, as the surety, anc~ of all tllli't do by faith fly in
under the covert of his righteousness; hence we are said to " have
boldness to entcr igto the holiest by the blood of Jesus;" and the
gruJund {j)f this ,is "Christ himself entered into heaven, to appear in
the 'presence,of God for us."
Herein G(j)d the Father i~ perfectly well pleased with the person
and undertaking oflilur glorious Redeemer; for, if he hfld not been
well pleased, how could he give him such a solemn reception afte."
his wor,k was dOlle? God the Father he declares his satisfaction with
him, while he WflS yet about his work, cc This is my beloved Son, ill
whom I am well pleased:" and when his work was ended and
finished, he testified his satisfaction with it, by giving him a triumph
upon the back of it; he ushers him into the tl~rone of glory with the
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joyful shouts and triumphs ofthe heavenlihosts of sai'ntsarid angels.
For when Christ ascended, after his finislling our redemption, he
was received into heaven with the universal applau'se and admiration
€lf the triumphant company. Oh!' believer, when the Son of God.
returned to heaven, wearing the nature of man, carrying the scars
of the wounds he got upon the 1!ieI:d of battle, when he bruised the
head of the serpen.t, how did everyone of the heavenly company
study to outdo another in warbling forth his praises 1 How did the
arches of heaven echo and resound, while the triumpha.nt C(»nqucl'or
resumed his throne, crying, " Worthy is the Lamb that was slain,
to recei.ve power, and riches, anal wisdom, and strength, and 80minon, and honour, and gll1lry, and blessing I-S~lvation to ou-, God'
which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and
,
ever I"
Our dear Lord and Saviour went up from this eartll, where he
had many a sorrowful and weary day; for he was "a man of sorrows, and acquainted with griefs," What a sense of sorrow and misery
had he gone through from Ms birth to his grave 1 He was indeed
"thehind' of the morning," as he is called in the title of the 220
Psalm; This world was the hunting-field, were dogs compassed' 'hi,m\
about, and pursued him until they bit hitlli to death upon mO~\I1t
Calvary. But he is now gone up iDto tihe third heavens, where no
unclean thing can enter; and the heavens are to contain him till
fhe time of the restitution of an things. He is gone whe;re the t>ld
serpent cannot enter; there is no lion or ravenous beast to hU-Ft or'
destroy iD all that holy mountain. He is now swaying t~e sceptre
of glory, where thrones and dominions, 'principalitres and pOWeTS F
angels and. archangels, cherubims and seraphims, a'tencJ him, as his·
ministering spirits, waiting hi!! orders, to do service to his mystical
'
body yet upon earth, so as to Hmd them safe inglo"ry.
Consider through what region, and through whose terr~tovies TIe
went up. He went up through the region: of the air, the te'nifories
of. the devil, whose principal re&idence is in the air, therefore caned
" the prince of the power of the air." And 01 how did it gall. a11d
torment that proud spirit,' and all his ap'Ostatelegions,. to see the
Captain of our salvation 'return in triumph through his kingdom,
from the field of battle, carrying the spoils of the enemy along with
him, everyone of them obliged to bow at tne sound of the name of
Jesus~
.
Consider his levee or retinu~ that attended him when he went up.
" The chariots of God are twenty thousand, even thousands of angels:
the Lord is in the midst of them' as in. Sinai:" and then it follows,
" Thou hast ascended up on high." Angels are called " the chit:'
riots of God;" his chariots of war, which he makes use of against
his enemies; his chariots of conveyance, by which he transports his
favourites into his house of many mansions, as we see in the case of
Elijah anti Lazarus; his chariots of stat~, that attend him in his
solemn appearances. When .he descended upon mount Sinia, at the
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delivery of the law, h~ was accompanied with myriads of angels; and
now, after he had fulfilled and magnified the law, and made it honourable, as our surety, he returns to glory, with these myriads of
angels attending him, "The Lord is in the midst of them, as in
Sinai." 0 what a splendid train attended our Redeemer, when he
went up in the invisible world of spirits.
Take courage believer, the ransomed of the Lord shall all follow
their exalted head; 'lTId where the head is, there shall the body be
also. The same spirit of life that is in Christ, goes through all the
members of his mystical body: and tlle same Almighty power which
raised Christ from tbe dead, shall quicken our mortal bodies, and
raise us up to sit with Christ on his throne.

,E.
---000-

APHORISMS BY WILLIAM ROMAINE,

Never before Published.
, No. XV.
WHEN I hear a person who has broke the laws of the land railed at,
and hear people cry out, 0 he's a vile wretch, he deserves his sentence :-for: my part I cant throw a stone at him, but see that if God
was to leave' me to myself, I should commit as £oul crimes, and a
thousand times worse.
This is the greatest sin of all, that we wont take the remedy God
hold's f o r t h . '
,
,
,
Diffidence should be banished when we approach the throne of
grace; our Lord did not teach us to pray with' any doubt on our
minds; but he says, Go ye, and pray" Our Father, which art in
heaven."
,
We should not judge orour state as we are in ourselves.
i
The Father is inaccessible but through Christ.
Worse and worse will be thy condition continually if thy ear be
shut, and thy heart be hardened against the sweet message of grace.
There 'is not a bosom sin you have, but Jesus can tear it from
your breast; there is not a fetter, the world, the flesh, or the devil,
can find your soul with, but he can break it as easily as Sampson
broke the Topes with which the Philistil'les bound him; nay, he can
give you a degree of that hatred to sin, which he has himself.
The Spirit is to the soul, what breath is to the body; the body,
without breath b dead; so the soul, without the Spirit of God, is
dead to God.
In daily conversation, with poor sinners who are writing bitter
things against themselves,_ I send them to the word of God and the
work oT Christ.
If you want to be assured that you belong to God, go to the word
of God j and if you want to draw comfort from the word of God,
tllke the Spirit.
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THE SOURCE OF ALL THE HAPPINESS OF THE SAINTS.

(Continued from p. ] 53.)
.
1. THE love of God contains all our happiness! It is one eternal
fountain of felicity. As is his name so is his nahHe; therefore, it is
written, God is love. 1 John iv. 16. And as his nature is love, so
he is in his persons essentially! And as he is love in his persons so
their personal and relative names, declare they are love in essence
and nature. We should remember they, are proper names, expressive of their personqlity and nature! For instance, Abba is not oniy
a personal and relative name, but one expressive that he is love in
. the most essential degree. Ben or Bar the Son~ is not only a personal and relative name, but one expressive that he is love most
pure, of the same essential nature with Abba. And the Holy Spirit
proceeding from the Father, John xv. 26. and the Spirit of the
Son, Gal. iv. 6. is a name wonderfully expressive, that he is love,
one in' essence and of the same nature with the Father and the Son!
What can exceed the spirit of any thing? And what is the spirit of
a thing, but the essence and nature of a thing! Therefore the
Spirit of Abbaandof the Son is/wly love, which Haws freelyin all its
purity. And they who dwell in love, dwell in God, an.rl God the
Spirit dwells in them, 1 John iv.. ] 6. for their bodies are his temple
in which he dweJJs,and he abides in them for ever.
2. From the holiness of the Spirit's love, and the purity of the
Son's love, and the tenrlerness of Abba's love, not that there is any
difference in the love of each person in the G.odhead: No, but from •
their united or oneness in love, flows the following'invitations to those
who thirst for the love of God to be shed ab'road in their hearts hy
the HoZ'IJ Ghost which is given uuto them. Rom. v',5. "Ho~ every
one that thirsleth, come ye to the waters;" Isaiah Iv. l. And
this invitat.ion i~ from God the Father, for 'he spake unto the fathers
by the prophets. Heb. i. 1. And in like manner God spake by the
Son, for in the last day, that great one of the feast, it is written, that
Jesus stood and cried, saying, "If any man thirst, let Mm come
unto me and drink. 'John vii. 37. And in like manner God the
Holy Spirit now speaks, for the Sph'it and the bride sa.'IJ covze, and
'let him that heareth say come. And let Mm that is athirst come,
and whosoever wilt, let him take the water of life freely. Rev.'
xxii. J7.
3. The love of God does not flow by necessity of llllture, although
it be his very na'ture; fol" as Jehovah shews mercy to whom lie will,
and is gracious to whom he will, so he lo\'es and loved from eternity
whom he will with pleasure and rlelight, or as it may be read, said
Mr. Greenhill, with delightsome l'Ove. Therefore, he loves his
people, and hath blessed them with all ,spiritual blessings in the
heavenlies in Christ from eternity. Salvation is one of the dis.
plays of his love, andofhis good pleasure, or the good of the delightVOL. I.-No. V.
2 C
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some love of his will. In the sovereign way by which he hath
manif('~ted his love, we have the eternity and the mystery of his
will in his love revealed.. I. For the angels who kept not their first
estate are left to the awful consequences of their fall, whilst the
elect of mankind are redeemed from all the evil of their fall. 2.
The angelic nature of those, who have kept their first estate, he
took not into oneness with himself in the Person oLhis Son, but he
took hold of the seed of Abraham, who were involved in all the consequences of Adam's transgression in eommon with all mankind. And
this shews, that the Son of the Father needed not to have taken the
nature of man into oneness with himself, but for the purpose of
, making reconciliation for the sins of his people.
4. Another property of this love is the invaluable nature of it.
Its owner condescended to humble himself to men of low degree,
and by taking the human nature he did into oneness with himself,
he filled it wi,th all the fulness of the Godhead, that his unsearchable riches might flow through the medium of the poverty of the
human nature which he.tllok, to enrich his people with his fulness,even
the jubiess 01 him that fitleth all in all! His love is therefore rich
,as 'manifested in its eRects; for his.people were not only debtors to
obey from the heart, the law of God in all its demands, but they
had neither a heart to obey, nor the power to obey even if they had
the will. They were all guilty of high treason against God; they
were in a state of enmity and hostility to God; malice was in their
hearts; their obdurate necks were like an iron sinew; and they
defied his vengeance ~ith brows like brass. The love wherewith he
loved them evell when they were dead in trespasses and sins, was
illS GREAT LOVE, and this was manifested by God the Holy Ghost
in the very act of quickening them when they were dead in sin, and
raising them together with Christ, and making them sit together
in the heavenly grace here, and in the heavenly of his glory hereafter. Eph. ii. 4, 6. The very object which God had eve.r in view,
when the Holy Ghost thus 'luickened them is revealt;d, namely,

tlwt in the ages to come lie might shew the exceeding riches of his
grace in kindness, in proof of his love to the greatest degree, towards us through Christ Jesus. Eph. ii. 7. Therefore all their
extremities, fear..;, distresses, troubles, cares, temptations, and
t?'ibu{atiun are all so ordered by his infinite wisdom which cannot err,
to tb is intent and purpose, viz. that the exceeding rielles of his grace
might he known l by them iu his kindness towards them,. when they
were thus tried and exercised: their extremities being his opportullityof manifesting bis love towards them, as he does not un~o tbe
world. Their fears are suited to his fear nots; their distresses are to
manifest his consolations; their troubles are for the purpose of his
delivering them out of them; their cares that they may cast them
all upon him and know· that the Lord is at hand, and caretb for
them; their temptations are for their lCudurance ancl his deliverance,
who hath engaged to make- a way for them tu escape; and their
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tribulations to the end that in Je~u~ they might have peace. And
as in all these conditions they have the fellowshjp of the Holy
Spirit, to the intent, that the love of the Father may be shed abroad
in their hearts, through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ I
The very order and, manner in which they are to partake of the exceeding riches of his grace is thus declared. First, they are to
glory in tribulations; and which they could not do, if they were not
assured by the Holy Ghost, that tribulation would be sanctified ;by
him to w01'k patience and resignation fo the will of God., When
patience and resignation is wrought in them, then they are to
experience God's deliverance; and his de1iverance thus experienced
is to produce !lope in Godfor tlte future; from the proof which
they have had of the exceeding riches of his grace, in his kind
deliverance. And this bope will never be disappointed, for the
God of ho;>e assures them they will never be ashamed, because it is
accomp'anied with the love of God shed abroad in their hearts by
the Holy Ghost which is giyen unto them.
5. To this "great love is to be traced, God the Father's gift of his
own Son, an unspeakable gijl; and God the Father's gift of his
Holy ~'pirit; and God the Son's gift of himself. And the gift lof
the Holy Spirit is the earnest that God the Father hath from all
eternity given himself unto them! So that Jehovah,. Father, Son,
and Spirit is the given inheritance to the spiritual Levites.
6. To this great love is to be traced the love of Christ which is
the fulness of God, for Christ gave HIMSELF for us; and not only for
us, but for our sins. And as Christ is the great God our Saviour,
the great God our Jesus, so his love is great love I and before he
suffered in the flesh, he promised to send the Holy Gho-si; and
he was faithful to hjs promise I
7. As God the Father loved his people, and as God the Son love.u
them, so God the Holy Ghost loved them, for he quickens them
when dead in sin, and gives himself to them, by making their bodies
his temple, and by making intercession for them according' to the
mi~Jd of Christ, and accOl:ding to the will of 'God the Father. And
his intercession for and in them produces their .prayers, which are
true prayer's, the power that prevails with God; as it is written,
Behold he prayet/t! Saul of Tarsus had prayed many times before
in the form of godliness, but now, being quic1<cned he prayed in
the power of godliness. And here I would pause to ask a few
'questions, to humbl~ the, awakened sin,ner before God, and to co~
fort him at the same time! What think yOll of the service of the
Holy Spirit in you by his quickening and renewing you? AmI if the
Holy Spirit thus ministers to the saints, is he not in them as one
that serveth? And what think you of God the Son that ministered
in t he days of his flesh; that washed his disciples teet witb water;
as the Holy Ghost washes their walk and conversation now with the
blood of Christ? And is not God the Father as one that servet h ?
Do~s he nut wait to he gracious.
Aod what think you of God the
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Father that served YOle with all ~piritual blessings in Christ, and
daily serves you with kindness in tribulation to shew you the exceeding riches of his grace? And is not God the Father one that
has served and still serves you? What think you of every act of
mercy and of grace which Christ did, who is God manifest in the
flesh: for what he did, the Father did! John xiv. JO. And what
thi{lk you of every thing that Christ does now. Here I would pause
a moment and say, Lord grant that they who are blind to these
things, that they who' cannot see God in every thing Christ did, may
have their eyes anointed with eye-salve that they may see. And now
what think you of J ehovah's appearance to Abraham in the plains'of
MaIl)re in the similitude of three Anashl'm? The Hebrew plural
word Anashim amongst other things signifies, servants! So that
Jeho'vah was manifested to Abraham in the humble appearance of
three servants. Humility is a great gr~ce, and Jchovah is' the God
of it! You call me Master and Lord said Jesus, and say well; for,
so I am. If I then the Lord and Master ,have washed your feet, ye
ought also to wash one another's feet: John xiii. 13, 14. Beloved!
what will not God's great love induce him to do? Is there any thing
too hard for the Lord?
8. J, if I be lifted up, from t.lle earth, said Jesus, will draw all mine
unto me. This he said, signifying what tleath he sllO!1ld'die. John
, xii. 32, 33. This wonderful act of suff6.ring love is to be traced to
God's great love, for it is written, "As Moses lifted up the serpent
. in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up; that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting
life. Such was and is the love of God! Observe reader the cause
assigned for Christ's wonderful sufferings and death is God's love;
for God so loved the world, that he gClve his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish but have eve'dasting
life. John iii. 14-16. As God's inexpl'essible love is tl\e source
from· whence all our blessings flow, so the Holy Spirit in this
scripture leads the poor convinced sinner to Calvary~ to see
that great sight Jesus lifted up. upon the cross, as the serpent
was lifted up in the wilderness, and redeeming his people from the
curse of the law, by being made a curse for us; for God the Father
so loved us, that as Aaron laid both his hands upon the head of the
scape goat and confessed over it, all the sins and iniquities ,of the
children of Israel in all their transgressions, so God the Father laid
upon Christ the iniquities of us all! ,Here reader pause a few
moments and consider, how Aaron when ministering upun the great.
day of atonement was a type, in the act of imputing sin and iniquity,
of God the Father,ministering upon that one day w!len he laid upon

Christ the iniquity of us all, and when the iniquity of his.people
was 1·emoved. God was in Christ reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their transgressions unto them. 2 Cor. v. 19.
9. ,God's great love further appears in tbat, the redeemed have
nothing to pay! What said one of old under a view of God's love,
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shall I render to the Lord for all his benefits towards me? But
what did he render? Surely, he was conscious he had nothing,
much less any thing worthy- of God's acceptance: he ~ureJy knew
that he must first receive from God to give to God; for he said,
" I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the
Lord. I will pay my vows unto the Lord now in the presence of
all his people. Precious in the sig-ht of the Lord is the death of his
holy one." Psalm cxvi. 12-15. For the Hebrew word'here rendered
saints is rendered Holy One, in Psalm xvi. 10. He therefore paid
his vows by taking the cup of salvation, 'and calling upon the name of
the Lord, from the preciousness of his death, who swallowed up death
in victory. But ~l1ow me to ob3erve, that as the death of Christ was
precious, so is the departure of tl~e saints. A voice from heaven
declared it. The Holy Spirit testified to, the truth of it; and the
poor serpe,nt-bitten Israelite who looks to the anti type of the brazen
serpent shall experience the blessedness of it.
10. God's great love is manifested in the righteousness he hat~
wrought out I It is called the righteousness of God. See Rom.
i. 17, iii. 5, 21, 22, x. 3. 2 Cor. \'. 21. Phi lip iii. 9. 2 Peter
i. 1. Every act Christ did in' the flesh was the act of his Divine
Person. For as he did not take the person of a man, but the nature
of man, so the nature of a man without the person could do no one
thing! By means.. of tlte human nature he took, he did all and
suflel'eci all! But who was he? That Mighty One, EQUAL with
God the Father, and fellow to the Lord of Hosts. Of the seed of
Jsrael after the flesh, but God O\'er all bles!>ed for ever. Amen!
Hom. ix. 5. Christ's satisfaction was an infinite satisfaction. The law
could not have been magnified and made honourable with any thing
less, than an obedience equal to its etem'al demands on behalf of an
innumerable company, which John saw in vision, and which no creature could number: none but an eternal person could bring in an
everlasting righteousness! If all the angels of God's creation were to
be in union with God, and were to obey the law for one thousand,
years, it would be but the obedieqceof creatures! But Jesus the
Lord ouI' righteousness is CHRISTOS KURIOS, Luke ii. 11. Christ
Jehovah; and CHRlsTON KURlOU, Luke ii. 26. the Christof Jehovah;
and his obedience is that of an eternal Person in our nature. For his
righteousness is unt~ all and upon illl them that believe! And
it is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith. Rom.
i. 17. And as in all he did, is manifested the love of God, well
might one Old Testament saint say, "Because thy loving kindness
is better than life, my lips shall praise thee," Psalm lxiii. 3. 01
it will occupy and engage my life for ever! And God's love is
the cause, that one and all of the awakened children of God say~
" Set me as a seal upon thine heart, as a seal upon thine arm; for
love "is strong as death'; jealously is cruel as the grave; the coals
thereof are the coals of fire, which hath a most vehement flame,"
Song viii. 6.
S.
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REDEMPTION.

A Fifth Discourse by the Rev. Robert Lovett, A. B. Minister
of 1Jfarhreuf ChfJpel, Rue de Chaillot, Paris.
Jesus Christ gave himself for us, that he rnigh't redeem us from all iniquity,
and purify unto himself a pecl~iar people, z(lalous of good works."-l'ITus
11.

..

14.

,

GOD-according to the ,,- everlasting covenant which is ordered in
all things, and sure," purposing to " make known the riches of his
glory on those whom, in sovereign compassion, he had afore-prepared thereunto;" and with a view to manifest his love to man,
thereby exhibiting " his wisdom unto the principalities and powers
in heavenly places"-gave unto his Son a people out of the fallen
family of Adam, in whose nature and in whose behalf, the eternal
word should ~ustain the righteousness of the divine character and
harmonize the divine attributes, and whose advancement to glory he
should reQder consistent with the fullest expression of the divine perfections: and this his eterntll purposc in regard to man, whom he
v.iewed as guilty of revolt against his. unqestionable authority, and
unwilling as incapable of returning to his allegiance-whom he regarded as justly obnoxious to his righteous indignation, and unable
to avert or to appease it-this" his eternal purpose," I say, "which
he purposed in Christ Jesus before the world began" to form from our
race " a peculiar people" " who would shew forth his praise," is a
demonstration of, at once, unparalleled love, such as' cannot be fully
illustrated by any thing with which we are conversant; and of that
,uncontrolable -sovereignty, the possession of which is essential to his'
nature as God. " God is love," saith the apostle John; and again,
~, In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that
God sent his only begotten Son into the ~vorld, that we might live
through him." And again, ." Herein is love, not that we loved
God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation
for our sins." 1 John iv. 8--->10. In providing thus for the reconciliation of any of the rebellious, God acted from no necessity of law:
there was nothing in the nature or the character of the offenders,
which could have claimed this divine philanthropy; there was nothing in the nature or the character of God himself which laid an
obligation upot~ him to determine it. His purposing to save sinners
proceeded purely from the counsel of his own will; and the plan by
which his righteousness should be displayed was laid by Infinite
'wisdom and executed by infinite power. "God doeth accordin~ to
bis will in the armies of heaven, and among the inhabitants of earth;
ilOd none can stay his hantl, or say unto him, What doest thou?"
Dan. iv. 35. This his sovereignty, when exercised in displaying
mercy to man is thus set forth in the sacred volume, " I will have
mercy upon whom I will have mercy; and I will have compassion ou whom I will have compassion; so then it is not of him
that willeth, uor of him that runneth, but of God that shewelh
mercy:' Romans x. 15, 16. Exodus xxiii. 19. To this he is
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not influenced by the utmost excellency of trian on the one hand,
nor diverted from it by, the utmost delinquency of man on the
other. The supremacy of God is as generally acknowledged as his
being: but many who allow his rightful dominion Oyer the works of
his hands; who never think of queitioning his benevolence or Im..
punging his justice in the distributioh, however unequal, of tempOI'1I1
blessings; yet limit his sovereignty in the disposal of that which is
as much his own, even his saving mercy; and w!tn temerity challenge his justice and arraign his love, in selecting ftom among the
children of men, who_are all equally guilt}'; Some to be heirs of glory,
and leavjng others to reap the fruits of their disobedience. Did Jehov,ah, indeed, ovel'1~ok the claims of his justice and the inviolability
of his truth in his salvation of sinners-did he, not provide for the
heirs of promise something mote than mere pardotl......did he not explain the end which he had in view in adopting into his family th~
children of wrath-there might be some apparent ground for the objections, which the, ignorance and ungodliness of our nature allege
against his electing love: but all ground for reasonable opposition is
removed, when we learn that as God endows his children with p~culiar
blessings, so his purpose is that they shall be, on earth, a petuliar
people-that as he provides for the forgiveness of their evil Wotks,
so he insures thtJir zeal in those works that are good-that as his
Justice and his truth ate engaged to punish their guilt, so by his way
of blotting out theit sins, "me1'cy and truth are met together, righteousness and peace have kissed each other."
Now, the method which divine wisdom has devised for shewihg
God to bp " just and yet the justifier of the ungodly','-fpr dec)ating
him to be the " Just God and the Saviour"-for effectually exhIbiting his ~overeignty and his love, is the redemption which is in Christ
Jesus, whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in
his blood;" of which redemption the words in I he text state the
benefits,'both as they respect that which Christ has redeemed his
peoplejrom, and as they relate to that which he has redeemed them loo
Let us consider the redemption which is in Christ J eSU8 as to
The nature,
The extent,
The inclefeisibility and
The design of it.
In examining this subject our minds must riot lose sight of the
fact, that it is viewed by many in a light very different from that in
which, I conceive, the scriptures of God present it; that in their
estimation, th~ nature, extent, indefeisibility, and design of redemption are, in various res.pects, different from those which this discourse will assign-and my ea'ruest entteaty to all who hear the
statements I shall ma.ke is, that upon this and every other question
connected with our spiritual interests, they will be guided, not by
thlC names or auth01ity of men; but by the un~rril)g word of Goel !
The term " redeem" involves the notion of bondage on the part.

:
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of the person to be redeemed; the payment of a ransom for his
deliverance; and the consequent immunity of him for whose freedom the ransom has been paid. If this definition be correct, re·
demption cannot be perfectly understood when anyone of these particulars is excluded from our notion of it; nor can the term be properly applied to those who have never been" rid out of their bondage." The New Testament use ef H redeem" and " redemption"
cannot be better explained than by reference to the use made of
them in the Old; and the correctness of the definition already given,
will be seen by attending to the application of these terms in the
latter.
The deliverance of Israel out of Egypt will serve to i1Iustrate this
subject. In the sixth chapter of the book of Exodus it is written,
the Lord said unto Moses, " I 'have heard the groaning of the children of Israel, whom the Egyptians keep in bondage; and I have
remembered my covenant. Wherefore say unto the children of
Israel, I am the Lord, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians and I will rid you out of their bondage; and I
will redeem you with a stretched out arm, and with great judgments."
In the thanksgiving song on the occasion of the Lord's overthrowing
the hosts of Pharoah in the Red Sea, the deliverance there afforded
;to the children of Israel is called redemption; " thou in thy mercy
hast led forth the people which thou hast redeemed." And in the
book of Deuteronomy when Moses urges upon the people a separation from all the inl'labitants of the land whither they were going to
possess it, by motives drawn from their peculiar relationship to Je.
hovah; lest they should think more. highly of themselves than they
ougbt to think; and lest they shQuld forget the condition in which
they bad been; or the arm Which had delivered them; he says,
" the Lord did not set his love upon you, nor choose you, because
ye were more in number than any people; for ye were the fewest of
all people; but because the Lord loved you, and because he would
keep the oath he had sworn unto your fathers, hath the Lord
brought you out with a mighty hatlo, and 1'edeemed you out of the
house of bondmen, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt." In
these passages redemption is plainly the deliverance of those who
had been in bondage.
The law which regulated redemptions under the Old Testament
dispensation illustrates this subject still more particularly. "If thy
brother be waxen poor, and hath sold away some of his possession,
and if any of his kin come to redeem it, then shall he redeem that
which his brother sold." "A nd if a sojourner or stranger wax rich
by tht':e, and thy brother that owelleth by him wax poor, and sell
himself unto the st~anger or sojourner by thee, or to the stock of
the stranger's family: after that he is sold, he may be redeemed
again, one of Ms brethren may redeem him: either his uncle or his
uncle's son may redetrn him, or any that is nigh of kin unto him
,pf his family may redeem him. And he shall reckon with him that
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bought him, from the year that he was sold to him, unto the year
of j ubHee: and the price of his sale shall be according unto the
number of years-if there be yet many years behind, according unto
them he shall give again tlte price of his l'edemption out of the money that he was bought for." In these scriptures all the particulars
that have been specified as necessarily included in the idea of redemption, namely, bondage, ransom,freedom, are found; and they
have been adduced for the purpose of leaving no room for objection
to the use of the t~rm in this sense, in reference to the work of the
Lord Jesus Christ.
'
Having fixed the precise, scriptural meaning of the term, let us
proceed to examin.e the rloctrine conveyed in it. It is thus stated in
the apostolic epistles. In the epistle to the Romans, Paul, having
proved that Jews and Gentiles are both under sin, and consequently
condemned by the la"Y; and having affirmed that " by th~ deeds of
the law no flesh shall be justified in the sight of God ;" announces the
divine' expedient for shewing mercy to the guilty, " without the
law," namely '~ through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus."
In the first epistle to the church at Corinth, he declares that" Jesus
Christ is made unto them of God, wisdom ,and righteousness and
sanctification and redemption.", To the Galatian churches he writes,
" For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse, for
it is written,-Cursed is everyone that cohtinueth not in all things
that are written in the hook of the law to do them-Christ hath 1'edeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us." To
the church of Ephesus, having traced their spiritual blessings to their
source, even God's" election of them, in Christ, before the foundation of the world;" and having stated that their " predestination to
the adoption of children was according to the good pleasure of his
own ~ill;" and that they were" accepted in the beloved;" the
apostle writes, "in whom (namely, in Christ,) we have 1'edemption
in his blood; the fovgiveness of sins according to the riches of his
grace." The same is repeated in the epistle to the Colossians, The
writer to the Hebrew Christians, (whom he calls) "Holy brethren,
partakers of the heavenly calling," in the ninth chapter of the
Hebrews, where he treats of the spiritual import of the ceremonial
ordinances; contrasting the honour of Messiah's priesthood with
that of the high priest under the law; and the efficacy of his offering,
with the offerings prescribed by Moses; says, " by his, that is
Christ's own blood be entered in once into the Holy place having
obtained eternal redemption for us." Peter reminds those whom he
calls "elect, according to the foreknowledg-e of God the Father,
that they were not redeemed with corruptible things as silver and
,gold,-but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without
blemish and spot." [n the book of the Apocalypse, the symbolical
representatives of the church are descrihed as singing a new song
(when the lamb takes the sealed book out of the right hand of him
I
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who sat on the throne) saying" Thou art worthy to take the book
and to open the seals thereof, for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed
us to God by thy blood out of every kindred and tongue and people
and nation." In the fourteenth chapter, the hundred and forty-four
thousand, whom the beloved disciple heard singing the new song
which no man but they could learn, are said to have been redeemed
where the same word is used evidently with reference to redemption)
from the earth, " these," John repeats, n were redeemetl from
among men, the first fruits unto God and to the lamb!'
- From these passages the nature 'of the redemption of the soul at
once appears-we have alrearly had occasion to refer to the 25th
chapter of Leviticus in order to illustrate and contii'm the meaning
which has been assigned to the term-and you have doubtless taken
notice of the special rule laid down for conferring the right to become
the Redeemer: and I would in this place remark, that thase ordinances were not instituted and prescribed, solely with reference to
the tem poral con cerns of the Israelites, nor for their instruction only j
for Paul applies the' law which forbad the muzzling the ox that
treadeth out the corn, to prove the obligation under which the
churches lay to provide for the maintenance of their ministers; Saying-" Doth 'God take Care for oxen? 'or saith he, i.f (that is, Moses)
al'togelher for our sakes. For our sakes no doubt this is written."
Ip the same way we may apply the passage to which I have alluded
in Leviticus, as designed to point out the peculiar relationship he
should bear to the redeemed, who is their Redeemer and their ransom.
,
Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of souls ",led captive by Satan at
his will," is presented to the contemplation of our minds as akin
to his redeemed; bearing their nature, and calling them br~thren.
« Wh.en lhe fulness of time was come, God sent forth his Son,
born of a woman born under the law to redeem thenl that were
ulldt:'1' the lar~, that we might receive the adoption of sons,"
God was manifest in the flesh. "Both he tltat sanctifieth, and
they that are sanctified are all r1 one; for which cause he is not
ashamed to call them brethren, saying, I will declare thy name
unto my brethren; in the midst of the church will I sing praises
unto thee. Behold I, and the L'hildren which God has given me.
Forasmuch then as the children are partakers ofjlesh and blood,
he also himself likewise took part of the same: that through death
he might destroy him \"ho had -the power of death, that is, the
devil; and deli'Ve1' them who through fear of death were all their
life·time ~~bject to bondage. For veri.ly he took not on him the
nature of angels; but he took on hIm the seed of Abraham.
vVherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his
brethren, tha~ he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in
things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of
his people."
Thus, according to the typical institution of Moses, which re·
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luted to redemption among the children of Israel, Jesus Christ is
uuder the same law, bearing the saIDe nature, and belonging 10
the same family as they whose cause he has in mercy undertaken •.
Passing by the angels that sinned, he stoops to be made of a nature lower than theirs-not contemplating humanity as it is borne
by the family of Adam indiscriminately, but taking hold of-it as
borne by believing Abraha,n~, he, the head of Abraham's seed,and" they which are of faith, the same are the children of -Abmham;" "ye are all the children of God by faith, in Christ Jesus;
ana if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs ac(:Ol-ding to the promise"-'-He-by right of nature, of family, anci
of law, to whom alone the privilege and the power to deliver
belonged, became, of his own accord, the Redeemer of his people from the deadly bondage of Satan and of sin.
We learn further from these passages, that the price at which
the sillnefs freedom is procured is the Redeemer's own blood, or,
according to the text, his giving himselffor them. ·'Ueliverance
is effected not by Christ's accepting at the captive's haRds, his
own endeavours, his selfdDortifi<:ation, his almsdeeds or his pray€rs; but by giving-not anotber or otbers; not the world, or
angels; blJ't himself I not to honor, or ease, or comfort; but to
.,hame, and sorrow, and death-and this ·not for the just, or for
friends; but for the unjust, and for enernies~ Precious, precious
truth! " God commendeth his love towards liS, in that while we
are yet sinners, Christ died for us." The principle upon which
the law was fioamed was that" without shedding of blood is no
remission," and the glad tidings which God has commanded to
be proclaimed to sinners, announce Redemption" through the
blood of Christ;'
We are bound up to the acknowledgment that in the&~ and
~imilar passages, the plain and obvious truth conveyed is, tbat
redemption is deli'fJerauce " from all iniquity;" not a partial but
a total, full, complete deliverance-not from offences venial according to the world's notion, but from iniquities as they areviewed by God; not from few; but from all; not from inherited
corruption, but from actual, wilful· transgression; not making
men free, so as to be able eventually to- deliver othemselves, but
absolutely, effectually, and for ever delivering: that this deliver..
ance has been obtained by the obedience unto death of Jesus;
that in this work he ac~ed not as a private person for himself,
but as a public representative for others; that his blood was
shed, not by compulsion, but voluntarily; not to ·confirm his
doctrine, but to atQne for sin; that hi~ ~ufferings, his blood-shedding, and his death, 'were the propitiation, the ransom, the alonement. It mllst be m0reover admitted that this redemption-work
,of the Lord Jesus was ,£ndispensable. Not, as though God was
obliged to save any of the children of men. He might bave con~signed, to eadless woe the whole human race, and hisj ustice and
°
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his goodness would have been unimpeachahle, since" all' have
sinned and come short of the glory of God ;", and " the wages
of sin is death." Man however in tbe vanity of his .mind
imagines that ;God is bound by his nature to save sinners,yea and to save all sinners; and considers it demgatory to
the dignity of the divine character to suppose, that a being of
infinite benevolence would permit any man to be born into-this
world without providing for bis happiness in that wbich is to
come. If we _corisider the' benignity of the di vine character,
apart, we might readily concetve how it would i'ncline God to
forgiveness; but as he can never be inclined to mercy, without,
at the same time, being moved to assert the claims ofjustice, Hnd
to sustain the integrity of t'ruth; and as mercy and justice and
/ truth cannot, independent of revelation, by any possible procedure be infinitely exercised, s,o that the demands of either shall
not be suspended; we may most scripturally assert, that the
divin'e character which is constituted of various attributes, that
in their exercise are completely inseparable, does not oblige God
to pardon those, who have violated hi's authority. He might
punish, and he declares that he will punish- the ungodly who believe not, "with everlasting destruction from his presence;" that
" the wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that
forget G.'od."
And in executing the threatened judgment,
" every mouth shall be stopped," and every face among his ene·mies shall be covered with shame and confusion. But having
determined, of his own sovereign will and pleasure, to savethough it had been but OI1'e, it became God-in order to express
his abhorrence ,of sin, and at the same time his love toward the
sinner-in order to shew that while he is infinitely and immutably good, he is also iufiriitely and immutably holy, j~st, and true
-in pardoning the ,sinner to. provide for the dignity of hislaw,
'and for the interest!! of holiness.
Having ascertained the nature of r.edemption, we are now to
hear what the scriptures teach us, with respect to
'
!"
Its ext~nt. If we view redemption with reference to the ranS01n, we must regard it as ,injiilite in 'Value. The 'intellect of
man is too limi.ted in its powers, to form any thin'g like an adequate coriception 'of the intrinsic excellence of the Redeemer's
offeri'ng. Mark the language of the text-" Jesus Christ gave
himself for us !" Who can comprehend-or what language clm
express how much is contained in this word himself! whom the
Fatber loves with infinite and everlasting affection. Whom anl.
gels worship, and worshipping are blest! "Who is the bright'ness of Jehovah's glory, and the express image of his person"the effulgence of the divine Majesty-the revelation of tbe divine
perfections! God, when he would assur~ the heirs of promise,
because he can swear by no greater,: swears by Himself! and
when he would gIve unto them, because he could give no greater,
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" gave Himself!" Well may they then to whom this grace is
given, take up the apostle's words and say" Thanks Le unto God,
for his unspeakable gi ft!"
,
To make the sllfferings of the Lord Jesus a subject ofarithmetical calculation is a process from which the feelings of those to
, whom Christ is precious must instinctively revolt. His nature as
God stamped upon his sufferings as man an infinitude 'Of worth;
and any attempt to define the amount of that worth is as vain and
fruitless, as is the endeavour to conceive the manner of eternal
existence, which is a deep that the intellectual energies of ma~l
are unable to fathom. Were it the purpose ofJehovah to apply
to every individual of the human family, or to the inhabitants of
ten thousand worlds, the merit of Christ's work, it woald be sufficient tu ransom all. And did he design to ransom only one, we
dare not say that salvation conld be extended even to this solitary object of divine compassion, without that work which the
sacred word declares maketh manifest the righteousness of Gad;
and exhibits him as just while he justifieth the ungodly who believe in Jesus.
But considering redemption in its application, with reference
to the persons whom the Lord had in view in "enduring the cross
and despising the shame," although they form " a great multi-'
tnde which no man can number, ant of every nation and kindred
and people and tongue," yet if our notion of redemption, as deliverance from bondage ill conseq uence of a ransom paid and accepted. be correct, we are com pelled to believe, that the,y on!;y
have been redeemed to whom the Spirit of Christ makes manifest the truth, that their iniquities have been forgiven and their
sius covered, in the blood of Jesus. VVhethcr Christ had respect,
in his sufferings, to mankind universally, or to tho~e only whom
the Father had given him in the covenant of grace, is a subject
upon which difference of opinion has existed in all ages. Some,
espousing the universal, some the particular side of the question.
If they who advocate the former notion mean thereby-as however incorrectly they express themselves, many certainly dothat there is a sufficiency in the atonement for the salvation of'
ALL-we are fully agreed;* but if they believe that Christ's.
'" It is with great satisfaction we have perused the productions of this minister of the gospel, they come warm from the heart, and as such are calculated to make a deep' impression upon the understanding, In his protest
against universal redemption he has here given the most satisfactory and unanswerable arguments, which flow spontaneously from sct'ipture ground,
evincing mature thinking, and spirituality of diction, But with all due submission we would request leave to observe, that this amiable writer, without
due consideration, has made a concession to a large bnlk of our theologians
who are continually amalgamating truth with error, which is, that there
is, " a sufficiency in the atonement JOT the salvation if ALL,"
But we
would ask, what service can this" Int,fficiency" be, VI' hich is not available
to save" ALL." That it migld so be we g,rani, bU,t that It is; /lot, is most
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death was a ransom for all, in the same sense that it was a ran·
som for the elect, then we differ as widely in our conception of
the matter, as Jig'ht differs from darkness. Had Christ made
atonement for all, he must have represented all; he must have
bon/(: the iniquitl'es of -all; he must have made reconciliation
for all; he must have obtained the pardon of all; and ett:1'lIal
redemption for all! From the very nature of substitution and
saorifice it would be but Justice to him that he should obtain
the st.ipulated reward of his obedience unto death; and if
he di~d that all might be s;lved, and his death have been acceptevidenfly true. Then why bend to the absurdities of those who talk in this
latitudinarian manner.
The word slIlficiency, as here IIsed with respect to the atonement is a most
unappropriated term, an il}accurate mode of expression. Fur let it be impressed upon the mind, that ourlleavenly bondsman hada price to pay, which
he actually paid for debtors and captives, to rescue them out of bonciage.
There was a certain n1t1llher, not an indefinite one, given by the FathE'r to the
Sen to set at liberty, which he did by paying the debt ofsuU"erings, to the last
farthing'; there was not a mite to spare. In anticipation tuereof our LOl'd
exclaims, How am I straightened until it be accomplished. When he was going
to oWer himself up a sacrifice, he prayed twice to his Father, ifit were possi.
ble, the cup of his sufi"ering', the exact measure, might pass away from him;
here was struggling, the divinity and the humanity, Christian believer, the
cup was drank to the ver~ dregs, there was none left, as an overplus-no redundancy, waste nor superfluity. The sufficiency here was stopped, there was
nothing left for the goats. For the last exclamation was-It is .finished, llnd
he thell gave up the ghost.
How sueh an absurd way of thinking could ever enter into the mind of our
spiritnal teachers, that the atonement or sufrerillgs of Christ, are available for
all men when they are not put into a capacity to receive the tidings, is to us
unaccountable, It is tme that the Lord of life and glory tasted death for every
man, but then Ilot every individual, but everyone given by the Father to
Christ, these were everyone of his " brethren;" the lllallY sons whom he
should bring to glory the Captaill of their Salvation who was made perfect
through sufferings, For he came 1l0t to miNister to, but to ministel" UlltO, alld
to give his life a rausom for many. He .hall see his seed, that is, those for
whom he made his soul an offering' for Sill, the travail of his soul, and be
satisfied.
Let us never encourage men to talk so loosely of the oblation, sacrifice and
satisfactioli of our incal nate Lord and Saviour, as if there was a redulldancy
of his precious blood spilt and running to waste; it is in every sense degrading to the Lord of life and glory. None but men bewildered in the mazes of
their own perverted reason, could e'fer bolt uut such horrid ideas, whidl
'Pust have taken their rise from ignorance, and a misunderstanding of the
scriptures. It is a stench which unses from the dead pool of the various sectaries, with which we are surrounded, and may be compared to the root from
which a thousand vegetative serpents ~row.
Be it remembered our dear Lord and Saviour has a demand for all those
whose sins he bore upon his own body on the tree. Deliver them, he says,
from going dOWll to the pit. I have found, and paid a ransom. Loose them
<lnd let them go. His prayer is, Father I w IL L, that those whom thou hust
,given me be with me where I am. Not willing that any of them should peI"ish, but that all should come t.o repentance. The ALL out of every nation,
kindred and tongne of the redeemed. Thus Israel shall be saved ill the
Lord wilh an everlasting salvation, and shall return to him with songs atlll
everlasting joy upon their heads-EDITORS.
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ed in lieu of theirs, then it would, follow from what the scriptures
reveal of the divine character, that all shall infallibly be saved.
" For this is the Father's will which hath sent him, that of all
which he kath l!iven the Son, he should lose nothing, but would
raise it up again at the last day." Such is the covenant between
the Father and Son-so that in performing the conditions of that
covenant, the Son did not act upon an uncertainty, but with perfect assurance as that he fulfilled his part of the engagement, so
would the Father be faithful to his. The public proclamation of
the covenant is couched in other language-language which
takes away all ground of excuse from everyone who hears it" This is the will of him that sent me, that everyone wkiclL see(k
the Son, alld believetk on kim, may'have everlasting life; and I will
raise him up at the last day."
To suspend the efficacy of redemption upon man's availing
himself of it, is only to affirm what the scriptures deny, namely,
that salvation does not depend upon the work of Christ, but upon
the Itlforts of man. And to say that he died for the salvation of
all, but that they only can avail themselves of it, who are included in the election, is only t<'J assert, in other words, that redemption is particular. In the former case, Ch'rist might have died in
vain, and most assuredly would have died in vain; for if it require
Qivine illumination to discover the truth, and divine power to
remove man's natural enmity against God; and if the will and
the ability to work out salvation by man in the sense of Universalists, be through God's working in man, then, unless they be
prepared to sustain the position that salvation is attainable with.
out God's help, it would inevitably result that the travail of
Christ's soul would be in vain, for no one individual of the hu·
mall family would avail himself of it. In the other case, if Christ
have redeemed the whole race of man, then, the particular application of the benefit to the elect, is unjust to the Redeemer, who
according to this opinion, has paid an equal ransom for tile
others.
In our next an argument that redemption- is not particular.
(To be Contin ued.)
---000--FRAGME~TS.

are always best at home, their home is the bosom of Jesus,
let tbem go out from this home and lean upon t.he professor, they
will assuredly be wounded; let them trust in tbe possessor they
will undoubtedly be astonished at their woeful discoveries; let
them go where they will, if their eye of faith be keen, they will
see written upon every creatur~, return unto thy rest, 0 child of
God, for the Lord alone will deal bountifully with thee. The
treacherous dealers will deal treacherously, the watchmen will
take away thy veil, the daughters of Jerusalem will make ligbt of
SAINTS

~---
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thy love for Jesus, and "thy poor heart will be liable to take cold
by thy long absence from home.
Seek after the world Christian, and thy Jesus will soon have
to seek after thee;. thou hath some very fine cloaks to cover thy
base designs with, if thou art avaricious thou wilt not confess it,
but wilt own avarice only as it is dressed in the cloak of cariflllness; art thou worldly minded; thou wilt not own it but as it is
cloaked under, attending to your larll/ut calling. Art thou barren
in soul? It will be hidden by thee under the cloak of, "we must
not expect to be- alrvays alike." Art thou fond of new p;'eachers
for novelty's sake?- Thou wilt bide thy wandering under the
cloak of desiring to get all the information thou canst in soul
matters. Art thou violent and hasty in thy temper? Thou wilt
cloak it under, "Ah! it is my old man." Art thou fond at
praise? Thou wilt cloak thy fondness under, '~I wonder how any
one can be so weak." Dost thou seek to rule in any religious
society? Thou wilt cloak it under, "Do as ?JOlt like, pray dont be
ruled by me." Art thou wise in thine own conceit? Thou wilt
cloak it under, " I hope 1 am alrvays open to conviction;" And
thou wilt ask advice of others that thou mayest prefer thine own
folly to their wisdom. 0 Chri~tian these are but small samples'
of what thou reapest by sowing in the world, if thou wouldst
avoid these snares of Satan, in which thousands are entrapped;
watch and pray, live near to Jesus, and be careful for nothing.
Many men will" deal' brother" one another over before the
pubhc, who in private shoot out the lip and vilify the very chaFacters they have thus be-plastered with nice sounding words;
their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have
used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips.' I have often
heard such men, who have been full of pride, say to those whom
th~y wished to catch, ., My deal' brother,' the Lord keep you
humble."
" Beware qf pride." 0 howJuJsome this is from men who are'
evidently as proud as the devil. Only let the Christian watch
what is caIJed, "the l'eLigious world," and he will find many
amusing and instructive pictures in keeping with the above,
among the "dear b1'otherhood of the presen t day.
The holy apostle Paul wrote in his day, "all seek their own,"
Phil. ii. 21. And it is truly verified in this day of boasted liberality; some men who know' the truth of God, dare not speak it
out on certain parts of the Lord's day in their places of worship,
and why not? 0 because some rich subscriber is present at
such times, and he would be offended. All seek their own.
Sometimes one Christian will be ·in a violent passion with another
about the very sin which he of all others is most guilty of indulging in: Let hilP firs,t be in a passion with himself; but all
seek their own. The curse of associations of ministers is that the
"Don Leader," be he who he may, is looked upon much after
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the way that cardinals look at the pope, and inferior orders look
in the same way to cardinals; many a godly man is booked by
the associations of the day, through biting at the bait of creature
applause; and what is the result? Instead of going to Jesus for
, his holy truth, they send to their dear brother superiors, just as
Roman Catholics send to .the pope and cardinals to know what
they shall preach, hoping thereby to get a lift upon the ladder
of preferment. Christian ministers, who yet remain free from
town and country associations of ministers, "bew:ll'e oj men." As
YOll need support, encouragement, &c. &c. go to Jesus; the respectability, falsely so called, which you would gain by an union
with them, is no equivalent for the shackles you must wear if
united to them; JOT all seek thei/' own. Christian, do you hear
daily of large benefactions, wonderful conversions, the world
evangelizing; and do yon reason and say, surely there must be
some good done therefore I wil1 join their ranks? Pause before
you proceed, ask, Would you do so if a number of rioters were
pulling down tbe king's palace about his ears, to make houses
of the materials for bis enemies ? Would you say, some good will
. be done in employing masons and providing shelter for the
houseless; therefore I will join their ranks? I trow not. Beware
then of hasty measures, for he that b~lieveth shall not make
haste. Remember it is written as a caution, all seek theil' own.
Less communion with our own hearts, and more communion
with God would bring us to that desirable position of which
Isaiah writes-lie shall dwell on high. Certainly, were we. are
most, there we dwell. How can it be said of a man that he dwdls
on high, when he spends the greatest part of his time in worldly
pursuits, in creature frames, in sad cornplaints: No, no, such a
man dwells below, and sets his affections on things beneath. But
says the slothful, how can 1 dwell on high? I answer, all tbings
are possible to him tbat believetb; I can do all things through
Cll1!ist which strengtbepeth me.
PHI LEM ON.
---000---

To the Editm's of the Gospel Maga"ine.

.

A RE.PLY, TO A QUESTION RESPECTING THE SELF EXISTENT JESUS
SENT UY AN'I'I-PRE-EXtSTENT.

My

DEAR

SIRS,

A LLOW me to refer Anti. pre-existent to Beb. xiii. 8. J esusChrist
the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. Again, Jude 4.
Ton .monon desposten Theon kai Km"ion emon Jesoun Christ on.
These words are in apposition and read, " The only Depot God
even 0111' Lord Jesus Christ."
Again. Luke ii. I I. Christos Kurios-Christ Jehovah-And
if he looks into Hederic's lexicon, he will find Chrislos signifies
who z"s able to anoint, as well as an unction one.
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I do not !<now 'what Anti-pre-exislent means by saying, the
self-existence of Jesus, seems to be iD accordance with human pucxisterians, for the very title of their books is
the contrary. viz.
H EarlySon"
"Early existence of the Soul"-" Celestial Filiati.on," "Anliquit!J" not eternity of Jesus! But the name Jesus
or Jehoshua, signifies the self-existent Saviour. God the Holy
Ghost uses proper names. Fallen ,men use improper names.
Your's.
S.

to

---000-

To,the Editors of the Gospel Magazine.
,

PARADISE REGAINED.

MESSRS. EDITORS,

IN the Penny Cyclopaedia, a cheap, popular, and most useful
publication, there is, under article" Apocalypse," an able and
impartial review of the argumerits for and against the authenticity
of the sacre(] b~ok commonly called the Revelations of St. John,
which the wr,itel' concludes in the following extraordinary manner.
.
"As the redemption of Christ saves the whole man-spirit,
soul, and body-so Jesus Christ saves'also the universe from sin
Hnd consequent perdition. The Apoc:alypse teaches, by a sublime
imagery, what the other apostolical writings more obscurely
indicate, namely, that there shall1:>e a period in which the spirit
at the Lord shall not only operate in secret by governing the
llearts of believers, but a period in which it shall entirely con··
quer, prevailing against all opposition, and shall finally establish
a kingdom of universal peace and justice here on earth."
"The leadingoidea, then, of the Apocalypse, consists ru the
complete victory of what is good, and of Paradise regained, or
re· established on earth."
Plausible as this tileory is, and pleasing to the mere natural
feelings and wishes of mankind, it has no solid scriptural foun.
dation fur its support. It is a creature of human imaginings,
dec~iving all who adopt it.
Appearances are more than ever
against this se'duc'tive th~ory, which has for a -long time past
been made the pretext for all sorts of money getting schemes.
The Apocalypse itself, as well as the whole body of scripture, is
,against it. Christ declared his kingdom to be not of this world,
and the entrance to the kingdorn of heaven, which is the only
"kingdom of universal peace and justice," is the same now, and
ever will be, as it ever has been, and the King of .this kingdom
expressed it jn, these memorable words: "Ye must be horn
again."
,
Throughollt the, book of llevelation a line of discrimination is
drawn between those who serve God and those who s.erve him
not; and rewards and pUil~shments arc to be consummated in a
future state, (to succeed th,is earthly onc and the final judgrnen t)
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when time shall be no longer. Spiritual persons, that is, person~
" born again," can never find the re~t of enjoyment in natural
things; No, not eV,en if they were restored to their primitive
order, beauty, and perfection. There is pn immeasurable di,,lance between that religion which is natural, and that which is
spiritual. Hence it is that" the natural man discerneth or re~
ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of God," and thfl.t they appear
to him such "foolishness." It is only they whose names aTe
wr,iuen in the Lamb's book of life that are saved from delusion;
a1,d final destruction which comes upon all the rest.
"Cease ye from man," is a divine admonition worthy at all
limes to be heeded, but most especially now in an age of vaIn
pretenders, who engage in all sorts of abstruse speculations,
tending to bewilder the judgment and disturb the peace of the
single minded believer, whose chief concern is, after all to keep
his conscience void of offence. I find that other men's opinions
and notions will not do for me; my faith must sta\1d in the
power of God, and not ilil the wisdom of man.
May the Lord graciously keep his people from vanity of mind,
,self-conceit, ~nd 'all uncharitable consc.iousness considering always
that it is God'~ grace, and not man's merit that ,makes one to
differ from another. I remain, yours, Messrs Editors, in truth.
February 15, 1836.
A LAYMAN.
---000---

To the Editors of the Gospel Magazine.
A QUESTION RELATIVE TO THE BODY OF CHI,HST.
SIRS,

IN Col. i. 22.. 1 re.ad relative to Christ, " the bpdy qf his Ilci>h ;"
and'in Phillip iii. 21. "thr: ,bad.!! qf Ms glOl:y" Fol' so I believe,
both sentences are construeli in the Greek. Now will YIH1"
Sir's, allow rpe to ask YOllr Correspondent" A Triggs," or some
o,tiler equally learned £1~ tIle dead languages, whether these tW9
phrases mean one and the same body in all ,respects? I am, Si~',
yours, wilh much respect,
,
AN UNLEARNED ENQUIRER.
If the above .correspondent, will go to the Mount of T'ransfiguration, he may, as taught of 'God, get the solution of hill
question, relative to. the b0GY of Christ's flesh and to the body
of bis glory.
.
_o00---,

To the Editors v/the, Gospel'Maga?!zne.
,
.~THANASJAN

.D EAtR S I R S , ·

CRE{!:D•
,

IN your observations on the Athanasian Creed, occasioned by my
letter addressed to you in February last, you say IhM " you~cal1
no't bring to your recollection your former declaration A Layman
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alludes to": I beg therefore noW' to inform you, that it is recorJ.
ed in the last page of May number, 1835, the last paragraph, auo
these are the words:
"We hold the writer" (of the Athanasian Creed,) "in our
estimation as an eminent saint, a great luminary of the church
of God, and as much inspired by the Holy Spil'it, when he composed that form of sound words, as any of the sacred writers of
the holy scriptures."
From this my mind recoiled at the time, and I am not more
reconciled to it now, after the lapse of eleven mon Ihs, so that I
'cannot help repeating, respectfully, and with the kindliest feelings
towards you, that such a declaration is unauthorized, and is, as I
think, of a dangerous tendency. I mean jt tends to invalidate
the plenary inspiration of the holy scriptures; for, admitting that
Athanasius was a distinguished sound divine, illuminated and
taught of God, so as tbe national church ~ra'ys all her bishops,
priests, and deacons may be, yet it still remRins ~o be proved that
lle wrote by infallible inspiration, or, as the scripture expresses it,
"as he was moved by the Holy Ghost." If he did, as you,declare, the creed ought to be added to and form part of the New
Testament. Who would dare to do this? and yet why not, if
written by divine inspiration?
Athanasius is no doubt entitled to much credit, but by claiming for him more than what of right belongs to him, we incur'
the risk of stripping him of all that is justly his due, King's by
overstraining their prerogative, have before now lost their thrones
and dominions, and even more. The church of Rome, by vainly
asserting her infallibility, has brought upon herself shame and
contempt, "To the law and to the testimony;" for if the most
etllightened and best ordinarily inspired men do not write and
speak in accordance with these authorized standards they are not
to be heeded; and even if they do, they are still but imitators
and copyists, and their very best performances are not to be put
on a level with the originals.
I do conceive, Sir's, that there is a wide anp palpable distinction between the ordinary inspiration, common to all real believers, and that full and perfect inspiration by which the prophets
and apostle were" moved" to write infallible truth without the
possibility of any admixtl1l'e of error. It is upon this ground,
110t from opposition to the creed, that I should like to see yo'ur
declaration so modified by qualification as to remove all cause of
stumbling and hostility.
''''Tith ~nabated attachment and Christian regard, and also the
sincerest respect for your disinterested and unwearied labours in
publishing the gospel of grace and peace. I remain, dear Sir's,
Your obliged and faithful friend.
April 7, 1836,
A LAYMAN.
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A NOTE 01' OBSERVATION ON THE ABOVE ADDRESS.

WE were led to think that we had given a satisfactory reply to
our good friend" A L(~yrnall," in our last Nl!mber, when we
said, that it was our belief that when Athana,sius composed the
creed called after his name, he had a ra:y of light from the same
soun-e, which illuminated the sacred penmen; this our correspondent cannot acquiesce to. He has sent us the above epistle,
determined we shall not have an apparent blot or blur upon our
countenanee, without giving satisfaction. We thank him for
his courteous admonition; and request him not to remit his
labour of love, but to reprove, rebuke, and advise, as in his
opiniop occasion may require.
Leaving Athanasius out of the question, our subject is inspiration, or the teaching of the Holy Spirit.
We must take into our consideration, that there are the 'extraordilla'~lJ, and the ordinary gifts of that Divine Person.
The
forme.r is that of working miracles, healing the sick and raising
tile dead. So also as was ex€m plified on the day of Pentecost,
when the Holy Spirit, in the form of cloven tongues like fire,
gave the apostles power to speak in such a way, that everyone
might hear and understand in their own language. "Vhen we
spoke of Athanasius, it was in reference to the ordinaryendow.
ments which in a degree he received from the SAME SOURCE, as
the sacred writers of the holy scriptures, considering that there
are diversities of gifts, and brighter illumination, bestowed upon
one, in preference to another, all gratuitously distributed by the
Holy Spirit. Every believer has his proper gift of God, one after
'this manner, and anothtr of that, but all working that one and
self same Spirit.
,
Surely it cannot be to invalidate the inspiration of the Holy
Scriptures to assert, that every-good and every perfect gift cometh
down from the Father of lights, without whose invisible energy, and
teaching none of the fallen race of Adam, would ever understand
and believe the grand import or genuine sense of the bible.
When we assert that regeneration is necessary to salvation, as.
to be the entire work of the Holy Spirit, and wherever the gospel takes an efl'ectit must be ascribed to the same Divine agency,
then we are told we invalidate the free-will of man, and make
him appeal' a mere machine.
Our respectable friend speaks of a proQf; as the ancient pharisees did of a sign, the only criterion we have, is by the word of
God and by the testimony of Jesus; if men speak not according
to this standard, the. truth is not in them. Infidels ask us for a
proof of Divine inspiration, we have none to give, but the assurance of that internal testimony within. They tauntingly inquire Which way went the Spirit? Our replyis--the wind bIow-
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eth where it listeth, and you heal' the sound thereof, but canst not
tell whence it cometh, 01' whither it goeth.
''''e briefly conclude'these few lines, by affirming, that holy lllcn
of God, spake under the same Divine influence, though not all in
the same degree. Christ had the Holy Spirit bestowed upon him
without mea.lure, but to the members of his lllJstical body, the
blessings thereof are proponioned to them according to their
necessities, and to the work appointed to them to perform.
But here let us beware of that spirit, which is abroad, of what
is called an immediate revelation, speaking with tongues, and
shewing things to come. Balaam is an instance of this, for he
had an immediate revelation, and yet was. an inveterate enemy
to God's people and cause. It is the word and testimony of God
which is the sole objec~ of our believing, and by it let us try
every spirit, whether they be of God-For there be some who
say they are Jews, and are not, but of the synagogue of Satan.
But ye belo"ed, building up yourselves on your most holy
faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, above all taking the s'hie](J
offaith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts
of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the SWOlW
OF 'rHE SPIRIT, which is the word of God.
April 14, 183-6.
THE EDlTORS.

\
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Theological Revie-w.
\
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The Rct1erend Joseph Ketley's Relapse E.ramined and Countervailed.
Fox.
HERE is a regression of a good man to his former principle;
he has returned to his first lover, for then it was better with
him than it has been since. His later companions are in
purs\Jit of him, hut let him stand undaunted, for God hath promised if he goes no more back, if he takes forth the precious
from the vile, he ,will be as a mouth unto him, and make him a
fenced brazen wall, so that his enemies though they fig'ht against
,him shall not prevail, fOl' God will be with him and deliver bim.
They attr,ibute his departure from them to afidget~1J disposition,
with a mind agitated, indeed they dent scruple to hint at an
abell:ation of intellects. His written recantation, tbat we considered a little time since, they denounce a wild production, a
-complex structure, occupied in some parts with inflated and
wande.ring sentences, written in an anti-christian spirit. How-ever they tfust 'his relapse is only for a season, that he is now
under a cloud, and they pray the Almighty, that in due time be
may be released. There is a species of irony, or sarcasm intermixed in some of their remarks, which is 'highly reprehensible,
and is no credit to the writer.
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To cQunterbalance Mr. Ketley's departur-e from their community, they' bring forward instances of a few' apostates denounci,ng
their renunciation of the doctrine of the Trinity, to what is here
audaciously termed Christian Unitarianism, which should more
-properly be-named Mahometall Unitarianism. ~Tbey seem to be
speculators, who never received the truth in the love thereof,
,wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own Eiight. Rational
illuminists' of whom it Illay be said, God gave talents, but their
perverted reason has made a wrong application. It is a weary
'task to follow ~bem in all their cavjti~s and corners, in which by
mingling a little light ',yith much darkness, they endeavour
to undermine tbe' foundation of the Christian religion. Th,e subt le arguments of the sophist tend often to raise clouds of darkness,
under the veil to find plausible pretexts for adopting the most
monstrous opinions, and under which veil easy means will be
fou);l,d to mislead the understanding.
The subject before us which has been the means. af causi:ng an
open rup\ure bet.ween Mr.' Ketfey, and hi,s former associates is
:'Unitm'ianism. And what is qle distinguished charactcI'is,tic of
the appellation, why, denying' the ~igni ty of our Lord and Saviol'lr,
withholding from him religious: worship as heing only a dignified
man whose pre.existence was as of yesterday. That an, eternal
Son of G:od is downright nonsense, insomuch that nothing is
to be believed but what can be comprehe,nd,ed-yet Eve was born
without a t11olher, and Adam Darn wit'hont father or mother.
Let us not slightly flass ovel' this momentous subject, but on every occasion, and without incitement dwell on the essential and
primreval dignity of the Lord of life and glory, who Was the Son
of Adam, who was the Son of God. Afiei· the flesh he was of
the seed of Abraham, and at last we trace' him down as the Son
of Mary by Joseph his reputed father-Out of Egypt have I
called my Son an iufant of days, the Carpenter's Bon, a GaJilean,
a Nazarine. He took on. him the form of a servant, the veil was
thrown over his Godhea~. His mother as forgetting she was the
parent of her Lord, says, behold thy Vather a.nd I ,have sought
thee sorrowing. Almos,t for thirty years, except at one interval, he
remained,in obscurity. Thus he 'took part with us in tbe fulness
of time; oCa reasonable soul, and human flesh subsistinO', constituting him perfect God, and perfeCt man. Equal to the Father
itS' touching his Godhead: and infer'ior to the Fathe~, as touching his manhood. He assumed the character of the Son of man.
He is repeatedly spoken of as a child, and we read, that the wise
men who wel'e conduc;ted by a srar to \v~ere he was born, when
they saw, the young child with Mary his mother, they feU down,
and worshipped him.
'
_
Christian reader join wilh us in Inagnifying the Lord, and let
our spirits rejoice in God o'ur Snviour; who regarded us in our
low estate, for though he was rich, he emptied himself and be-
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came poor. Let us like the eastern magi present our ollerings
and prayers and thanksgivings, and do him homage. And with
the returning shepherds give glory, and praise to God for those
things we have seen and heard.
Dwell beloved reader upon the antiquity of our Lord and
Saviour, who was, and is, and is to come. The same yesterday
to day and for ever; who says, before Abraham was, I am-the
Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works
of old, I was set up from everlasting. His going forth has been
from the days of eternity. But we pretend not to explain the
impenetrable mystery of his eternal Sonship, and his intimate
relation to the Father as a Son, this is a subject too deep for
finite minds to fathom or comprehend. When Manoah inquired
of him what' is thy name, the answer was, why asketh thou after
-my name, seeing it is secret. 'Vhen the apostle John beheld
him in vision, he affirms that he had a name written, which no
man knew but he himself. In contemplation of this profound subject we may say with Selomon-I beheld all the works of God,
and though a wise man think to know it, yet shall he not be able
to find it. So that we must at last exclaim, in the words of the
apostle. 0 the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and
knowledge of God.
--000--

A Rent at the jiolmdation, or the Babe! Building <if the Modern
Pl'e-existeTianism, brought to nought, by the .Confusion if
, Tongues, amongst its most eminent Master Builders. By "V.
H. Colyer.-Westley.
,
.WE perused Mr. Colyer's former piece for rejecting the wild
theory of the pre-existence of the human-soul of Christ, before
humanity was called into existence, or having a human progenitor. This extravagant opinion was combated by the above
author, not only' with sound argument, but a manliness and
,energy, that demanded our highest commendations, so as to
excite a reverence for his abilities. The defending the Eternal
Sonship of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, he considers to
be the fundamental principle of the Christian religion; and while
he corn bats the enemies of our most holy faith, and exposes their
.deceptions, never loses sight of that decorum due from one man
to another; insomuch by observing those punctilios, he has materially added dignity to his publication. ,He complains that
his adversary has acted the reverse, " By indulging himself in
immodest satire, low wit, and improper jesting, unfitting him for
any place in religious disputation) by putting him beyond the pale,
even of the modest productions of the un-regenerate authors of
the present day, so as to forfeit the most distant claim to any
notice." Notwithstanding this dereliction from the rules of
urbanity, he says he shall only make occasional reference to thc
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cleaner parts of the publication of his antagonist, in the notes he
shall subjoin.
- To follow Mr. Colyer in the multifarious extracts he makes
from various writers who oppose the Eternal Pre.existen<;e, and
distinct Personality of the Son of God, would in a detatched
form, be doing injustice to the investigation, we must therefore
refer to the tract itself, in which will be found an exposure of
inconsistencies and absurdities, and of much profanity; to furnish
the rearler with a tolerable idea of the con troversy, so as to
answer the title, A CONFUSION OF TONGUES, and if he be a regenerated child of God, it will call from him a song of thanksgiving
to his Heavenly Father in delivering him out of the horrible
pit, and from the miry clay, and by having set his feet upon a
rock and ordered bis goings.
We must say in reading some of the extracts presented to us in
this publication, we have been disgusted with the coarseness of
the language, and at the impiety of expression used by those who
are denominated human pre-e.risterians in theirjamiliar phraseo.
logy, when speaking of our Incarnate Lord and Saviour. How
indecorous and detestable is it to hear the Lord of life and glory
addressed and spoken of, as "'The secret man. God's soul. Original pattern man. Image man. Glory man. Intellectual man. Mysterious man in God." Such a familiarity and coarseness of expression
made use. of in reference to the eternal Son of God, ought upon
reflection to cover the utterers thereofwith shame and confusion'
of face. Respecting the vulgarity of diction, take a specimen in
the following harrnonius poetical effusions;
" By Christ pre-fxisting, 1 evermore mean
His person was true God and man;
Existing exactly as now he is seen,
His BODY lift out of the plan.
Bnt how was it possible saints could receive
:From Jesus their gifts and their grace?
lJ 'twere as good people would have you believe,
This -M A N then in heav'n had nQ place?"

We frankly must say, that .such stupid doggerel is a disgrace to
Stone-cutter's street, and should, and ought to put such versifiers
and writers out of the pale of fail' discussion. \;Yhat share Mr.
Colyer is likely to have in bringing this dispute to any certain
result, we cannot tell, but we do not envy him his company. \Vethank God for placing us above this atmospheric valley, so as to
see Jesus who was made a little lower than the angels, crowned
with glory and ho'nour. Like a root out of a dry ground, he had
no form or comeliness, his appearance to human view was mean
and contemptible: men did not'perceive the dignity of his character nor the design of his mission. Contemplating him in his
human nature he was a withered stem, the root of Jesse, a brancli
VOL.
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out of a dry ground, from the seed of David according to tile
flesh. Viewing him in his Divine nature, he is David's Lord;
the 7'OOt from which Jesae, and all creatures derive their existence,
and by whom they are supported. This is the great mystery of
Godliness, that the Jews and the deniers of the eternal distinct
Sonship of Christ do not understand. Of such vast importance
is this truth in the Christian system, that the apostle Peter when
preaching on the day of Pentecost, introduced this subject by saying, " David being Cl prophet and knowing God had sworn, that
of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up
Christ." The apostle Paul repeatedly ineulcates the same doc,,:
trine, which clearly shews, th'at the Divine agency was peculiarly
employed in the wonderful work of the Word being made flesh,
in all things like unto his brethren. :By taking our nature, the
Eternal Son of God, equal with his Fathe,r touching his Godhead,
became capable of suffering for the sins of h~s people. and of
feeling for them in all trials and temptations, in every respect as
a Saviour suited to their necessities.
'
Here we must stop respecting.the Person of Christ, we cannot
philosophise or enter into the regions of metaphysics:, ,reasoning
on these topics, we shall soon get into darkness, and be driven to
the extreme verge of uncertainty, beyond which all is doubt,and
impenetrable darkness;.a conviction of which ought to produce
~the most salutary effects, by teaching us to abandon those diverse
paths, and, confine our excursion to tracts, wherein certainty, or
or at least probability and analogy, may be our guides.
Talk of scientific men, why the way-faring man taught by the
Holy Spirit, is the true mathematician. His thoughts are recti.
fied, his ideas are arranged, and his judgment is correct; he
has a geometrical order to bring his reasonings into a small compass. But here he differs from the self conceited theorist, who
wiJl take his puny line to sound an unfathomable abyss; he does
not attempt to cast aside that which he cannot demonstrate; he
well knows by experience, that all the lines that can be drawn, or
aJl the points that can be made, are but infinitely small in compatison of that incomprehensible being who neither admits parallel
nor proportion.
We cannot close these lines without calling upon the indul.
gence of the reader for thus trespassing upon the bounds of courJesy j. but really when we begin the subject we have here been
dilating on, and only touch a string, we know not how to leave
off. It causes an incitement, and makes us long for the pehod,
when we shall see our Lord and Savio·ur as he is, and behold his
essential glory.
'
This subject leads us to a reflection, to think how we are sur.
rounded with the deniers of our Lord's divinity. The Arian
makes him a little God; '('be Sociniall a man, whose blood had
no effiCaC)7. The Sabellian to secur-e the unity of the Godhead
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denicth the distinction of Persons. The Human-soul Pj'e-exiil~
terian .w,ill n.ot· allow him to .be the self-existent Eternal Sun of
the Father, of the same essence with him, but a created being
whom they call Son of Man, bif01'e man was made. These are
the Charlatans of reason, who have different- ways of expressing the Unitarian scheme, accommodating their interpretations
to their several opinions. They call upon us to explain what is
inexplicable, by their infallible rule of right, and by which if they
cannot'measure, or distinctly comprehend, they reject as absurd
and impossible. So likewis.e with our free-thinkers, because.they
cannot conceive how a spirit can exist without a body, or how a
body dissolved into dust can be resuscitated; they. doubt of a
future state, and deny .the resurrection. ' In the same mauner
what is called the hypostatical union of the Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit is rejected, because the manner cannot be comprehended. The !ww:', and the 'l~~ys, and the wherefores, are brought
into 'question, which way three can be one, and one three; and
that one was not before or after the other, none gl;eater or less
than the other. That the Three Persons arc all actuated by one
and the same principle, moving and acting with the same consent, and yet one God in Unity, Jehovah, in one Self-existent
Being. So when we assert the Eternal Sonsldp of Christ, who
was in the bosom of the Father from.e'l,'erlasting, land acknowledge his equality and Deity with the Father as his only begotten Son, we are tauntingly upbra:ided by the Human Pre-existerian, that we assert-Deity begets Deity. We use the .term
begotten, because we have nr1 other word of expres.sion; for if
there be ason, there must be a father; so that we can only speak
in a language analagolls to particular modes 'of existence, of
which our wan t of ideas will not permit us to form any manner
of just expression. And let it'be here particularly noticed, that
all our conceptions between Divine and created existence, must
be by a substituted correspondence of tbe human; we cannot
express our thoughts but by that of analogy, and though some·
times they may carry a resemblance, do not necessarily imply it.
For instance, the Almighty power of God is described by the
Psalmist, as a smoke out of his nostrils, and fire out of his mouth,
so as coals· were kindled by it. Such ex'pressions are taken from
our o1'gans of sense and action, and though metaphysically speak.
ing do not destroy the reality of that to which it is applied. So
also when we use the term begotten, or the expression, eternal
gene1'ation, ,in reference to the' Son of God, we mean them as
declarative of his ETERNAL SEU'-EXISTENCE, which we cannot
comprehend.
" ,
And here we must observe from the above considerations, that
the scriptures, if we may be permitted to say, speak as under a
pressure, or as a cloud were before them, when declaring the
Divine attributes, sinking. under' the weight and glory of th.e
'Contemplation, when stooping to our gros's ideas, and the lowli,~·
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ness of our capacities, according to such notions as we are able to
form.' And though they speak of God in the highest and strongest figures, which rise abo\'e all human imagination, they cannot
fully display his transcendent glory, so as to describe his majesty
and power, which cannot be expressed, nor can our thoughts
conceive.
, We are obliged to put down our pen, for we find no bounda.
ries to our amplification. Grace be unto all them that love our
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Little children keep yourselves
from idols.
---000---

Remarks on the Progress of Popery, including 'Observations on its
- true Character. By the Reverend E. Bickersteth, R;ector of
Watton, Herts.-Seely.
TH'S gentleman, like Mr. Baptist Noel, draws a most frightful
delineation of the state of religion among us, not only that popery
is qn the alert and increasing, which is a most incontrovertible
fact, but that infidelity is broadly unfurling her banners, fOl' by
th'e information here given, there are said. to be " thirty congrega,tions in London where infidelity is regularly preached, and by
whom the worst works of infidels are widely circulated." Then if
we annex to the above dreary catalogue the number of classes of
religionists, wherein a yoo and nay gospel is disseminated, as also
the several places where Arianism, Socinianism and Anninianhm are propagated, and then affix/ to the inventory the giddy
multitude, the dreary picture cannot but arrest the attention of
every reflecting mind. How must the heart of a good man be
l"acked with pain; what images must rllsh before him upon the
contemplation, in considering tbat we are surrounded with gangs
of spoilers and devourers, and that the siege continues, and the
breach widens. Let those who have ears to bear, and eyes to see,
trem ble.f0r the fair offspring of truth, and let them understand.
This seeming digression which has necessarily arisen from the
subject of Mr. ~ickersteth's tract before us, will occasion us
to trespass on the reader's time. We give the writer full credit
for his sincerity, and for his spirited oppogition to the papacy,
which threatens to destroy the fair fabric of our English church,
a'nd every other denomination of Protestants. His bold attestation tojustification by faith, and the doctrine of election, we read
with much satisfaction, but then his amalgamation of universal
redemption, with the above sentiments; has acted as a corrosive,
to imbitter the whole. He remarks that the limited state of redemption in the Westminster Confession of Faith, is a departure
from the simplicity of the scriptures. We collect from the perusal of this publication that the writer's opinion on this su bject to
be-That all mankind are redeemed by the, precious blood of
Christ; but though the ransom price has been paid, it is only
available except for those whom the Holy Spirit sanctifieth,
-which are the ~lect people of God.
. .
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\Ve, are much grieved to see this writer embracing this pestilential gangrene of Arminius, the corner stoqe of the Papal delu,sion j' treading under feet the blood of Christ, and 'deeming it in
an extensive degree, :unavat'lable; abortive and insujficient. That
his agony and bloody sweat, his bitter cross and 'passion, are
exuberant, a surplus on hand, and rejected by those who 'might
receive the benefit. That he bore the sins a.nd carried the sorrows of those who are now weeping, wailing, and gnashing the,ir
teeth in hell. " And that the damned are precisely on the same
footing, upon which' they would have been, if Christ had not
died at all, insomuch as he did not purchase salvation for them.
Let any person who owns the scriptures to be of God, but read
his bible, and then let him subscribe to this doctrine if he can.
And let it never be forgotten, that AL L those for whom Christ died
the Holy Spirit stipulated to regenerate and to preserve them until
they are brought safe to glory. So that when Christ shall have
delivered the kingdom unto his Father, he may exultingly' say-=
Here am I, and the children whom thou gavest me to redeem, L
have lost none; and that where I am, they may be there also to
. behold my glory. Thus the redeemed of the Lord are not their
own, they are bought with a price, living or dying they are the
Lord's purchase, and shall return to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads.
'
'
If Mr. Bickersteth should peruse these lines, we would in the
most respectful manner, arising fi'om a tligh regard to his spiritual
attainments, address a few words relati ve to the subject we have
just been speaking upon, and ask, Is the application of the benefits of Christ's death, the consequences of man's application, so
as to render them effectual? If so, the result is glllring and unavoidable, and must be the effect of his own determination. For
if otherwise, it is mere stupidity to talk of a redundancy of our
adorable Lord and Saviour's sufFerings.
We well know the ad vocates for. general redemption, press
into their service several passages of scripture, which have been
often replied to. They continually repeat those texts with the
greatest confidence in their discourses, without scope or connectIon.
If this is done knowingly to pervert or misapply the sense of allY
scripture to support a favourite dogma, it is a most attl'Ocious
crime against God, and an insult to the testimony of the holy
scriptures.
.
The doctrine of a sufficiency of redemption, held out for the salvation of all men, and all are not saved, is a trick of legerdemuin, a
delusion, and a mere mo'ckery. For if the price for the sins of all
has been paid, and the debt discharged, could not the creative power
of the Spirit, with all the glorious displays of the abundant overflowings of the divine mercy,) rationally engage the mind to receive
the gratuitous discharge. If bot, where we would ask, is the efficacy of redemption, and what becomes of the benefits of the intercession of Christ for those for whom he died, when only by rectifying
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the dep~aved will of man, he might receive this universal specific.
What a corrupting view of the vicarious sacrifice of our Lord and
Saviour is this; for if it be said, that it is in the power' of the creature to make the discharge of the debt of sin available, then to all
intents and purposes the achievement of salvatio~ rests with man,
there.is n,o other alternative, take and sift it which way you will.
Remember. Christian Reader, the above is not a chain of abstract
speculations or metaphysical reasoning, but realities of the highset importance; They are the foundation principles of the Christian faith.
In reading the .picture of wretchedness drawn by 1\1 r. Bickersteth in his pamphlet, 11 question arises, why should we ransack the
purses of the wealthy, and squeeze out from the hard earnings of the
industrious poor, their little savings, to set forward a Ulllversal
conversion, that with all our stratagem we cannot accomplish in
our limited sphere. Such ideal schemes are set afloat by Illen unacquailJted with God's method of salvation, and of his Almighty
power; for tlwt what he willeth that he do'eth, and none can stay
his hand. Is it not evident if it had been the will of God tbatall me,n should be converted and brought .10 the knowledge of the
truth, he would have waited so many thousands of years to accomplish his desire. Are there not myriads, out of nine hundred
millions, every day dropping into eternity, without the knowledge of God or salvation by Christ? and shall it profanely be
said, that the Almighty cannot accomplish his heart's desire,
unless his creatures be before hand with him, and stir hiln up to
action. Here men err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power
of the Most High. God hatb spoken o,nce; twice have I heard
this, that power belongeth unto God. Therefore let 'us he still and
know, that it is not by might or by power, but by my Spir-it, says
the Lord of Hosts.
'
.
As we have been drawn imperceptiiJly into this subject, at the
same time necessarily, we request to be penp.itted to Jay before
our readers, the opinion of It high dignatary in addressing his
brethren relative to the point we are upon. "We have heard,
(this reverend bishop says) much of foreign missons; we have
seen eno.rmous sums of money collected, and numerous nlissionarics
sell! by different sects. 1 have read their reports; I have looked
in vain for their success. r do not assert that nothing has been
done, bu~ I say that the money which has been expended, ought,
without any supernatu.ral aid, to have done much more than I have
fo,und done. A few individuals may be brought to all exterIOr
conformity. with any fonu of worllhi'p j and a school, a village, a
town, or a small isJand, may be fashioned to any I:eligion, this is
all nl}tural.~ But whole nations and continents cannot thus be
conY,erled. The wealth of kingdoms would not supply sufficient
means, n.or the duration of the world sufficient time for the conversion of,jts pagan iub;bitants. To bring the nations to the
obedience of faith, to make them inwardly and sincere Christians.
~,~ t.he work ,only of Divine grace•. Let those who lay claim to
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have converted nations, point on the globe whe1'e thdse nations
lie, and the inefficacy of their labou'rs will at once 'appear. I know'
that we are constantly told that prospects are brigbtening-tbat'
the harvest is ready for the sickle, and that great conversions
are on tbe point of being 'made, let themjil'st be made, and then
we will believe."
Gentle reader, every syllable in this exordium carries with it
dempnstration, and ought to' convey conviction into tbe mind
oftbe most weal< and credulous, who are seized \yith this reJ,igious
influenza. The contagion has been sprehding, and it will require
the lapse of time, to demonstrate its delusive eftects. Seven cen·
turies ago our ancestors in this coun'tI'y wer'e got i'nto the plirenzy
to obtain the pioys relics ,anl:!, profane pH:inde~ at J,erusaldn ; an
expedition to the Holy Land was considered as the path to glory
,\Dd ,par~d ise, and this epidemical mania did not 'su bside till after
the loss of millions Of men, and an immensity of treasure." And
from thence, in various periods, we have progressi'vely been .going
on, with fanatics and impostures, down to the lunatic times of
Bell, the horse guardsman, then to Brothers, Johanna South.
,cote, an~, th; rear, witfnr~ln~r ' . '
<..
•
In the midst, of all thiS turmOll, the case' IS" preCIsely thiS,
wherever tbe gospel is preached by a sent servant of the Lord in
the demonstration of the Spirit, and in the power thereot~ how
fe,w believe the testimony. It always has been, is now, and \vill
be,. to-the end of titn,e, a savor of life unto life to s9me, and to
others a savor of death .unto death. To the, Jew a stum bling block,
and to the Greek, foolishness, but to th'os'e whbare" saved, the
power'ofiGod and the wisdom of God. It is a declnrative fact,
say what men will, that to those who are enabled to believe,
Christ is precious; but to those wbo believe not, he is a stone of
stum bling, and a rock of offence. And let it be particularly noticed,
that man has no hand in tbe affair. 1:;'01' it is not bY'lllight, nor
by power, but by' my Spit'it, says the Lord. It is to him to accomplish the end, foi' which the gospel is sent. Then 'how can
any sober minded man, much less a spiritual minded one, co unt>enance such wi]den terprises, all depen'deht upon the power of
the purse, and mak ing tflan tbe Pl'i1Iutll/. mobile.
We are' compelled to 'SlOp for the present, being 'fully
aware, tbat these honest unsophisticated .remarks, which caul.
not lYe controverted, will, as hitherto, expose us to the scourge
of the tongue, ODe tells us that we are of "a bitter spirit ;" another, that we are " scurrilolls, nbted for abuse.", Indeed, an{in truth, \ve are'sur'rounded by';j nlllilber who'bark~
but tha.nks be.to God they ate' muzzled, tmtl though'they growl
most terrifically, lheyare not perulitted la bile. Dr. Johnsotl
once saiel. iri our -hearing, and we have never forgotten the
}'ell1'ark-that t,he man who belon~s to no party, is sllre to be
haled by all parties; this is precisely our posilion. The Presby.
terian frowns. ,The Independent leers: The Baptist holds up
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As an antidote to what is here called a desolating" heresy, and in
order to counteract its poisonous principles a Mr. Isaac Crewdson has
published a pamphlet entitled A Beacon to -the Societlj of Friends,
in which it is said; while warning his renders to avoid the pernicious
errors of Hickism, seems to run into the opposite extreme, maintaining that there can be no higher rule of faith, duty or doctrine,
than the scriptures.
.
The writer of the other pamphlet, after entel'ing into many particulars into which we have not time to expatiate on, appeal's to be
friendly to a fair discussion, and hails with satisfaction the appearance of one bold spirit among the 'society who is determined to burst
the shackles, and assert a freedom of enquiry. Here he notices
that Jsaac Crewdson has yet ventured to think for himself, and to
publish his views to the world, and is entitled to approuation,and
not to the censure ofthe Friends, is so far as he has set them a good
example, whatever his opinions may be thought to be entitled to.
In our next article we shall lay before our readers a slight glance
of his sentiments, and conclude this well written literary pamphlet
by observing, that the writer is a decided advocate for free enquiry,
and that there should be no restraints put upon any religious creeds,
or to suppress them of a contrary sentiment.
--000--

, The Whole Corn~pondence between tIle Cummittee of the Yearly
lYIeeting of Friends and Isaac Crewdson.-Hamilton.
WHILE we hold the dogmas of ' Quakerism 'in detestation, at the
same time we acknowledge the Quakers a respectable body of men
in civil society. With pleasure we can bear the following testimony
to several of them-as being honourable and honest in their dealings,
charitable to the needy, conscientiolls observers of relative duties,
and consistent in following with steadiness their religious principles.
There -are many among them who detest hypocrisy, mean lU"tifice,
and every species of intemperance and dishonesty. But then it
does not follow that their religious tenets are true, for there are Jews,
Mahometans, Pap~sts, and even Pagans, who are distinguished for
probity in their dealings, possessed of the social virtues, and constant
in their religious exercises of their respective systems. But can it
be said with any consistency, that they know the true God, and WOI'·
ship him in spirit and in truth.
We acknowledge that no man pretending to be a faithful disciple
of the Son of God, but must be an imitator of ehrist and a follower of his precepts, and a constant observer of social, personal,
and civil duties.. But no considerate disciple of Jesus will prctend
to infer from hence, that everyone who is temperate, honest, and a
worthy member of society, have recei.ved the genuine principles of
the gospel in their understandings and in theil' hearts.
We have made these prelimin:lTY observations, because men are
apt to rest bpon the sochl virtues so called, who at thc same time
VOL. I.-No. V.
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are ignorant of the first principles of Christianity. And not only so,
but som-e times are more violent in opposing the doctrines of Christ,
than many of the licentious and prophane, and give a sort of countenance for so doing, by their regular manner and decent lives. For
do not puhlicans and sinners the same. And here wiJI elucidate
and furnish a reason, why the virtuous Seneca, the exemplary Plato,
and the no les·s eminent Porphyry, and numerous others among the
Stoics and later PJatonists, who were in civil life temperate, honest,
amiable and learned, continued, throughout their lives, to reject,
and many of these violently to oppose the divine doctrines of Jesus
and his apostles.
A schism among the Quakers has not only arisen in America by an
Elias Hicks, but in England by Isaac Crewdson; the former seems
little more conformed to Christianity than :a Deist, while the latter
appears to enter into its genuine import, in the midst of much extraneous matter. In this small interesting pamphlet we have laid down
an impartial statement of the sentiments between Mr. Hicks and the
committee of Friends, ancl from whence our readers may receive in
the perusal much interesting information.
We shall not trespass upon our limits, by identifying ourselves
with either party, suffice it to say, that modern Quakerism seems to
be getting rid of its former enthusiastical dogmas, and that Pen,
Fox, and Barclay wiJI soon be forgotten, so as the innate light within
their prophecies, 'and the working of miracles, will ree~ive their due
reward. In 'concluding these lines we would say to our readers,
amid the turmoils of parties; and the feuds and animosities of sectaries, to be careful not to be entangled with their yokes, 01' swaddled
with their bandages, nor suffer anyone to have dominion over their
faith. Hold fast your confidence to the end, and let ha man take
your crown.
---000---

Irvingism, in its lUst', Progress, and present State.

By Robert

Baxter.-Nisbet•

.Lt Statement of Facts, which led the Church of Newman Street to
Ea:cornmunicate one of its Members, stated by P. C. Blllmain,
29, Alfred Street, Bedford Square.
WHAT scenes in the professing religious world have passed before us
during our extended pilgrimage, and more particularly striking while
occupying the post we are now standing at, seeing men exposing their
own weakness and folly, and communicating the same infirmities to
others. What a number of ideots have been converted to madmen,
and many harmless ignorent people have we seen blown up into zea- :
lots, and sit.blazing by the epidemical ravings of an enthusiast. This
mania has not altogether been confined to the cobler who mounts his
joint stool, but to prunello, to men dignified with titles, and pretending to literature, who dress up their nonsense in the garb of letters,
and o~ sp~rituality of mind.
.
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In the midst of the impositions by which we have been, and are

now surrounded, we are continually striking. at the tocsin, or alarum
bell, but to little purpose; many ha ve stopped to hear the sound,
but after a pause, they have turned away and gone on hastily to
destruction. And the return we have hlld made to us for our cau~
tionary warnings have beeIT, plenteous of unlimited abu~e.
The writer of the above pamphlet; who signs Rob'ert Baxter, appears to have been severely bitten' by the hydrovhobia of Irving-ism,
but now is mercifully r~stored to his former sanity, /lnd being in
his right mind, he thinks it is his bounden duty to expose the delusion.
He ohserves in the pamphlet before us, that" It has pleased the
Lord in visitation of the sins of his church, to permit the trial of deIusion to conie into the midst of it. The work is not the mere effect
of enthusiasm, produced by natural causes, and excited to its highest
pitch, but it is a manifest power of tlte Spiril oJ delusion. "Having
been myself participator thereof in the fullest measure, and been
conversant with the proceedings in private and in 'public of those
who possess the utterance, 1 am enabled to speak upon th'e most
ample testimony. Having also, in tbe four years which have elapsed
since I was one of them, had full time for reflection. I speak in
judgment upon what is pas.t, not under the present excitelllent."
Alter Ihis short preliminary introduction, we shall stop, and recommend this faithful narrative, published at only one shilling, to the
perusal of every rearler. It will serve as an antidote not only to the.
folly of Irvingism, but as a key to the many impositions nON going
forward in the religious community, and one of the grand delusions'
is, men unconverted themselves, going about like shoals to convert,
the unconverted.
A statement made by a female disciple of the above delusion,
printed upon a broa(.J sheet, who \yas formerly made a dupe of, is of
the same appalling description.
The whole ruts liS in mind (lf the Old Bailey Conjuror when
we were boys. Ignorance and superstition were the means of his
realizing an immense fortune, and keeping 11 splendid retinue at his
house in Bloomsbury square until he died. 0 ye simple ones, how
long will you love simplicity!
---000---

The Question answerecl1'elative 10 the Living Creatures and the
Wheels, mentioned in the First Chapter oJ Ezekiet. By the late
WilJiam Wales Home, formerly of Trinity Hall, Chapel, Aldersgate Street.-Day.
HERE is a beautiful excursive imagination employed upon a difficult
passage of prophecy; whether the interpretation may be exactly in
unison with the design of the Holy Spirit, we caniJOt determine)
but be this as it m,ly, the ingeuious writer has inferred there/rum,
that which is cousi,tellt with tlie analogy of fait)). Indeed every thing;
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that came froin the pen of this good man while living, tendeu to on
ulliformity of consistency.
'
---000---

A Defence of Infant Baptism, in opposition to Adult Baptism.
Shewing tlte propriety of the one and indecency of tlte otller.

By an Old Plunger.-Murray.
IT is our determination, and always has been, to stand on the defensive on all such unprofitable discussions, at the same time lJity those
who have no better employment for their tim~. Lcave us but alone
in non-essentials, do !)ot interfere therein with our liberty, we proIllise never to interfere with the whimsicalities of other people.
We cannot but in justice condemn the illiberal Spirit which runs
through the whole of this pamphlet; and though retaliation may be
pleaded for, still acrimony can never be justifiable in retorting. Oile
of I he first lessons which a'man who keeps good company learns, is
a genteel and liberal manner of defending his own sentiments, while
opposing those of others. When those who value themselves upon
their learning, as it is apparent the writer of this pamphlet does,
they, notwithstanding, shew that they are unacquainted with the
very rudiments of courtesy, they must be detested, and deservedly
tuo, even by the illiterate.
_ '
---000---

A Defence of the Principles of tlte Catholic Religion. A Voice
from tIle See of Rome, to tlte Nations of the Eartlt. To whicn
is added an Appendi,t', shewiitl!' the increasing 1'apidily of Converts, to the true Faith. By John Doyle, D. D.-Ryan. '
DOPBTLESS there is a great audition of proselytes in this coumry,
]JlI'liC'ularly of late to the papacy. The staff of defence is now out of
our hands, and the wild boar of the forest is now entered upon our
territories. In tbis age of libertllism everyone is wise in his own
c()[]ceit, and as such have removed those boundaries that the wisdom
of our forefathers thought fit to erect, for the protection of themselves
and future generations:' However the die is cast, and it is rapid~y
c:orning to pass, what we observed in this Magazine,on ,tb~ passing
uf what was called the Emancipation bill, that the old ["laces of con,·
cord, such as Creed and Ave- maria-Ianes, with Pater-noster-rowand
!\mcn-col'Oer, will again have the procession of the host. And
though the Dissenters, so called, have been the cliief instruments to
bring this direful evellt about, they will not escape a deserved punishment, when the day of calamity arrives.
Dr. Doyle scruples not to assert that the time is not very distant,
when there will be an equalization of privileges and btnefits restored
in a measure to his brethren of the Roman Catholic see. Why, he
says, should they be debarred from a participation of right in the
universities, cathedrals, and churches of the British empire, particulariy those who are fellow subjects, and have a primary inher('uL
right to all eccclesiastical property? He falls foul on the Reful'llHI.
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tion, and observes the liberty which Luther and the Reformers
allowed themselves to interpret the scripture by their own priyate
judgment, gave birth to a variety of sects, and to jarring opinions
out of number. He concludes by praying God to have mercy upon
all Jews, Turks, Infidels and Heretics, and bring them within the
folt!.
•
Upon the whole, though this performan'ce is written with no small
degree of spirit and elegance, yet it is so interspersed with so much
surfeiting bigotry, and superstitious tenets, and is written with so
little regard to truth, that we consider it carries its own antidote
along with it, as such we have refrained from making any remarks
by way of reply.
---000---

Suggestions designed to promote the Revival and Extension of
Religion. By the Rev. F. A. Cox. D. D. and L.L. D.
thing that the human mind can devise, has been and is now
doing by, a large concourse of religionists, to eradicate every evil
propensity, so as to make man a new creature. If money, which is
the lever to move what are deemed impossihilities can do it, this has
not been wanting. If education can perform the mighty deed, the
schoolmaster is abroad with gigantic strides. Then again to' make
men sober, so as to prevent them from being top-heavy, temperate
societies have been instituted, in short every-thing that can be done
fof mind, body and estate, nothing has been left undone. But above'
all there is the Bible, containing the words of eternal life pointing to
the precious blood of the Lamb of God which takelh away sin. It
is dispersed all over the land, every'individual has one, or may if he
chooses, but then how little read, and when read how very, very few,
understand it. Now amidst this mighty stir and bustle what is the
upshot. The whole head issick, the whole heart is faint. The sons
and daughters of Zion intermix with the sons and daughters of BabyJon. They tal<e balm and use many medicines, but are not cured.
They build houses of hewn stone, but do not inhabit them; they
have planted unto themselves pleasant vineyards, but nevel: drank the
vine thereof. Nevertllcless though Israel be not gathered, yet the
work of Christ shall prosper, and be glorious in the eyes PI' the Lord,
and accomplish the end for which it wail designed.
However let circumstances be as they may, Dr. Cox seems determined that if possible nothing shall impede the Utopian scheme of a
univ(>rsal cOllversron, as such he has liwam across the Atlantic to the
American shores to pick up " Suggestions," and has returned back
with recipes and cures for the halt, the lame, and the blind. He
tells us of the American Christian's exalted piety, their faith, unction, energy alld perseverance in religious duties, and proposes their
virtues as an example for bur imitatioll, and gives us a code of their
rules to work by. However. we are sadly apprehensive, with all the
fulsome parade, that New England is little better than Old England.
EVERY

I
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Much has been said, and many false representations have been
spread, respecting the revivals and increase of vital godliness on the
American continent, when the reverse is the case, as we know from
the most authentic information. Deism and particular Socinianism,
appears to be the religion of the United States, and Papacy, as it is
in our own country, is rapidly advancing.
However in the midst of all such tunnoils let us solace our~elves,
that the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth, and know, that his way is
in the sea, and his path is in the great waters, and his footsteps are not
known. And that what he witleth that he WILL DO. And none shall
stay his hand or frustrate his purpose.
--000--

The Church Review and Scottish EcclesiastiC{tl Magazine.
Smith and Elder.
THE above is a seasonable well timed monthly publication; and if
we augUl' after the perusal of the first number, from the strong vigor
of intellect, and masterly display of lmowledge, it bids fair to he a
standing repast. It has a tendency to restrain those strong feelings
and ebulitions of the mind, which at present agitates b.oth the political and religious hemisphere, portending tempests and destruction.
We wish we could have found room for extracts from this masterly
publication.
---000---

.The Whole Scripture worthy of general Circulation, upheld, in a
Let/er to the Right Rel'ennd !Jr. Maltby, Lord Bishop of
Cllichester. By G. D. Grundy, Curate of Harewood. Highams.
THg ldter here addressed to Bishop Maltby, took its rise from a
work of his Lordship's, wherein he makes the assenion, "That the
wlwle of the bible could not be intended for all classes of mankind,
and that out of sixty-six books of the Old and New Testaments, not
above seven in the Old, and eleven in the New, appear to be calculated for the study or comprehension of the unlearned. That the
Epistles are nothing more than mere matters of record, connected
with the introduction of our religion. That the Psalms are in
direct contradiction to the most pure and elevated principl~s of the
Christian lawgiver, insomuch that Cl great portion of the scriptures is
not calculated for general diffusion, so that all that is indispensible
for man to know, is contained in a very small part of the bible."
How such an avowal could have been penned by a minister of the
. Church of England, and to have passed muster for such a length of
time, we are at a loss to understand; for while the writer's hand
was on the alert, he might as well have cashiered the whole of the
sacred code. It is now twenty-four years since the above open declaration was made, and we should after such Cl lapse of time, hope
his Lordship has, upon mature consideration, given up such a dangerous hypothesis.
However Mr. Grundy has spiritedly remonstrated against such l\
dangerous delusion, formerly set forward by Dr. Priestley and GillH'rt
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Wakefield, and revived in the year 1812 by ·Dr. Maltby. Mr.
Grundyappeals to the stanpard of the church of which he is a minister, in support of the whole volume of revelation, and considering
the small limits he has allotted to himself, he has done well in a
li ttle space.

POETRY.
THE AGONIES OF CHRIST.
Our dear Hedeemer in Gethsemane,
Did sulfer most amazing agony,
To settle our account of sin and shame
His soul exceeding sorrowful became;
Around the garden hellish monsters flew,
To know what he in that sad place would do.
The grisly tyrant death, prepared his sling,
And ::iatan waited to attack onr king;
A cup presented by his Father's hands,
Delighted much tl{e proud infernal bands,
And when UpClll his lovely face he fell,
They rais'd a shout that shook the gates of hell.
There grov'ling on the ground our Jesus laid,
And to his holy Father thus he pray'd,
"0 my Father, if possible it be,
Let this dread cup now pass away from me,
Yet if thy Church must suffer or thy Son,
Grant not my pray'r, but let thy will be done."
This said, he came to look upon his sheep,
Whom he,left watching, now he fonnd asleep:
To Peter, thus did Christ the suff'rer speak,
"The Spirit willing is, the flesh is weak,
What! 'could ye not wateh with me for an hour t
o watch and pray against the tempter's pow'r."
Again the second time he went lj.way.
Again he lifted up his voice to pray,
Again he came and found them fast asleep, .
Ah! who can read it, and forbear to weep?
He left them, and agE\in away lIe went,
The selfsame words la, heaven the Saviour sent,
. The"ce swift as lightning God's good angel cau,e.
And itrengthened him. in his most holy' nal,lle,
Then being in a dreadl'1l1 agony,
The Lord of life did pray more earnestly;
His sweat was as it were great drops of blood,
Which falling down, Gethsemane bedew'd,
Satan exerted all his wily art,
The Son of God from his dear bride to part,
But when he fonnd that he could not prevail,
With all his force he did the Lamb assail.
The mighty combatants now stl'llggled hard,
Tile bloody fight J ehovah did regard;
The woman;s seed seized on the Serpent's head,
And llrostrdte laid him fill'd with sudden dread.
Forth came the conq'ror clad in his own gore.
Which in this conflict ooz'd from every pore,
To his disciples, "Now sleep on," ·he said,
"And take your rest; behold, I am betray't'l.;'

--- --
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While thus he spake, the traitor Judas came,
,And hail'd the Lord by his familiar name;
He bronght with him an armed multitnde,
Well paid hy those '1'1)0 thirsted for llis blood.
A kiss thl' signal was, agl-eed upou
By Judas, w ben be led the murd'rcrs on;
He kiss'J our Lord; they bound him as their pro)',
AIltI to lh' assembled elders led the way.
(Tile dull disciples overwhelm'd with dread,
As silly sheep, from their good Sht'pherd fled,)
A mockery of justice then took place,
False witnesses insult him to his face;
And whell our Jesus set his glory forth,
The high priest rcnt his ve.tmenls in his wruth,
To siuners he appeal'd ; audin oue breath
They cried alom!, "Hegnilty is of death."
Then some began upon his face to spit,
While others with their open llands did hit;
They bound a cQv'ring over his fair eyes,
:l:he prophet long foretold they now despise.
J he servallts boldly smote the Lord most high,
And mocking, said unto him, Prophesy:
As Soon as morning's cheering dawn was comc,
The priests and elders met to fix h is doom;
Like hungery lions, rebels gather'd round,
Aud God's beloved Lamb they roughly bound,
Away they lead him like a traitor fe]],
And unto Pilate glaring'falsehoods tell,
Pilate appeal'dunto th' enraged crowd;
" Let him be cruei/ied," they ITied aloud,
Then on his sacred back the ploughers plough'd,
A crimson tiJe atlown his garments flow'cl";
Lo! ill the common h\111, a sport for fouls,
That Saviour stands who over all thillgs rules.
A robe of purple on his back they spread,
A crown, oft11olns they put upon his head,
A feeble reed they place on his right hand;
Hail! King of Jews! exclaims I h,~ mocking band.
Blood mix'd \\ ith spittle man'd his lovely face,
They smote upon the head the Prince of peace;
o what a sight! come Christians ifyon can,
And with his woes unmov'd, Behold the mall !
Relentless men look on with tcarless eves,
But Salem's daughters with him sympathize.
At Golgotha arriv'd', the armed force
Lay hold on Christ, and stretch him on the cross,
They drive the nails where tender fi,bres meet,
Through his deal' harrds, and through his holy feet;
They raise him on the cross, alld jerking thrust
The end of 'It, into the yielding dust.
The mocking priesls with scrihes and eld;:,rs grave,
Exulting said, "Him.elf he cannot save,"
Bnt soon an awfnl darlmess hid the sky,
Anuloudly unto God did Jesus cry;
Then Ilfterwards he cried, "'Tis finished,"
Hc reverel~tly tuw'cl bis holy head;
He nollly trintrJph'd with his latest breath,
Aud poured out his humble soul to death.
PHILf~MON.

