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UNClmTAINTY and doubt with respect to 'om: present or future
safety is a sensation of soul very distressing, and frequently brings
the unhappy subject of it into the lowest state of pitiable despon
dency. If an individual in consequence of some sudden turn of
fortune, or some accident" is i,mmediately involved in a cloud of
obscurity, and is so thickly surrounded with it as not lo perceive
either his present condition,- as' it really. is, or see no prospect of
libet'ation leading to future elevation and feli'city';, should he be
favoured with s?me uner!'ing witness infallibly demonstrating to his
mind the security of his state so evidently as to leave no shadow
for hesitation as to ~he certainty of it, 'would he not rejoice in such
a testimony? Now, considering the immortality of the soul, that it
must for ever exist, after the body is dead, either in a state of
supreme bliss, 01' else in the regions of everlasting despair, where
unutterable torments will ever prey upon it; is it not a matter of the
greatest magnitude to ascertain, for ourselves, whether happiness or
misery is likely to be our own portion?

If a decree were gone forth, that ten individuals from among us
were to suffer death to-morrow, should we not, to satisfy our
minds, anxiously desire to be in the possession of some secret testi.
mony proving to our souls tllat we were not included in the num
ber? And considering that Jehovah 11as pm'posed in himself to save
out of mankind those on whom he has placed his love, and that the
rest, for their determined llnbelief, shall be cast into hell, is it not a
doctrine very consolatory to a Christian to have some sure testimony
01' evidence whereby to know tIle enrolment of his name amongst
Gou's people? And lJe who knows not this, has no scriptural rea
son to believe that he shall be saved. But our Saviour, when about
to leave his disciples, pledged himsel r to send to them the Comforter
in his stead, to testify to their souls their union with Goel through
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Christ, assuring them of eternal blessedness in heaven, " Therefore,
he that believes in the Son of God hath the witness in himself."
I John, v.l0. And a Christian has no right to lay claim to the
blessings of faith, but by the testimony of the Holy Ghost. Hence
it is my intention, to treat of the testimony, or witness of the Spirit,
together with hi~ influences and comforts.

The Testimon!J if the Spirit.
1st. In speaking of the witness of the Spirit, we must assert, that

believers have no natural right whatever to lay claim to the testi
mony of the same; neither does it necessarily and of course belong
to them; but, like every other spiritual blessing, it is the gift of God
through Jesus Christ, and this only to privileged persons; namely,
true believers, or the elect. But, as every person is not a believer,
and as every believer was formerly an unbeliever, it is necessary,
first, to treat of the primary testimony of the Spirit. Thus Christ

• says, "And when he, the Spirit, is come, he will reprove the world
of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment." John, xvi. 8. Hence,
the Spirit, in the application' of Gospel principles and truths, is said

, to take of the things of Christ and shew them to the soul, revealing
first its deplorable condition, by enlightening the mind to see its
degradation and sinfulness, the conscience to feel its guiltiness, the
will to perceive its spiritual slavery, and the whole man sensibly to •
know his co,mplete defilement, and utter impossibility of restitution • .
to a better state, but by the alone mercy of God in Christ Jesus, and
all this ,in revealing Christ. But if the Spirit were to cease his
work here, this testimony, instead of being a source of comfort
and consolation to the soul, would only, aggravate its wretched
ness and misery, by revealing its present condition and future pros
pects.

On the contrary, he enables to repent with groanings which can-,
not be uttered. He reveals a Saviour in the person of Christ; he
points to his blood for pardon and peace; to his rip;hteousness for
justification through faith; and to his atonement, as the procuring
cause of salvation, He testifies of the truth of Scripture, and shews
that the writings of the fathers and the prophets, which relate to the
Messiah, have been fulfilled in Him. Those passages, which before
conversion were dark and obscure, and were either disbelieved or
believed with a human, that is, a wrong interpretation upon them,
are now clear and convincing, and afford fresh proofs of God's
veracity, Christ's divinity, and the believing soul's safety. A natural
understanding cannot comprehend the meaning of scriptural or
spiritual subjects, but no sooner does divine light with Christ
break in on the mind, than the word of God appears as a divine
revelation, giving wisdom unto the simple, sight to the blind, and
life to the spiritually dead. Thus the testimony of the Spirit reveals
to the soul its degradation and sinfulness, its utter inability and
helplessness, Christ as its Saviour, in its spiritual application, uncI
the Scriptures as his revelation, fhnn whose truths every thing is
del'iv~d, both with respect ef faith and practice, necessary to eterual
happmess.
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It is by the testimony if the Spi1'it, wltc1'ebya Sinner knows-if his'
,acceptance 1vith God.

2d. When the love of God the Father is shed abroad in the heart,
by the Holy Ghost who is given unto us, and the soul is brought
into a state of justification by faith, receiving the righteousness' of
Christ, then the Holy GliJ.ost evidently testifies to the consqrence of
the safety of such a state, and also of the peace and joy experienced
by those who are introduced into it, for St. Paul, 'after having spoken
of the peace, patience, and hope of a true Christian, intimates his
happiness, by saying, that " the love of God is shed abroad 'in our
hearts," m'eaning believers, "by the Holy Ghost which is given to
.us." Rom. v. 5. The mind is so strongly impressed with the sense

• of a divine change having taken place in the soul, and the blessed
consequences resulting from the same, that the conscience itself, being
divinely illuminated, "bearing witness in the Holy Ghost," satisfies

. the mind of a personal interest in the work of redemption, and exults
in the communication of righteousness, peace, and joy, in the Holy
Ghost. Rom. xiv. 17. It is the Spirit of God that testifies of the
divinity of Christ, by revealing him as a Saviour, a Mediator, a
Prince, and a Lord, " for no man can say, that Jesus is the Lord,
but by the Holy Ghost." 1 Cor. xii. 3; That is, no man can expe-

,,;rience the God-like power of Christ but by a revelation of him to
the soul, his" being formed in the heart the hope of glory," and
elevating the desires of the soul to everlasting bliss. The Spirit testi.
fies to our sincere repentance and renunciation of sin, our jt!stifica
tion by faith, and consequent holiness of life.

He satisfies the mind, while deliberating on any scriptmal subject
or doctrine, separating truth from error; human invention from
divine revelation; and "proving what is that good and acceptable,
and perfect will of God." He testifies to the honesty of our
actions, the uprightness of our intentions and thoughts, and the
sincerity of our performances to the glory of God. The testimony
of the Spirit is a never-failing source of complete satisfilction to the
mind of the Christian, in every doubtful and, uneasy moment, by
assuring the soul of its personal and infallible security, arising from
its interest in the covenant of grace. This testimony, of which we
are speaking, is a privilege which God can withhold or confer just
as he pleases. Nor is the Spirit less free and uncontrolled as to the
degree of his testimony. To one he bears a fainter and to another
a stronger witness. To some he so greatly evidences their adoption,
as to inspire them with great hopes, blooming with immortality and
glory.

To all heis ever known to vary his testimony, both with respect to
time and degree; but, nevertheless, wherever his influence is felt,
he teaches universally that the person of whom he testifies is the
only procuring cause of a sinner's salvation, and that it is by grace
alone.

The witness of the Spirit is a secret and inward operation, rnani
festirlg the soul's oneness with God, and its consequent title to all the
immunities of the Gospel. It is a spiritual testimony, whereby the
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soul becomes fully acquainted with God, as having begotten it again
to a lively hope, by the resurrection of Christ from the dead.

But although it is an inward or secret witness, yet its effects are
seen outwardly, by a strict conformity of life to the requirements of
God's precepts, causing the recipients of it to follow holiness, with.
out which no man can see the Lord. One reason why unconverted
men deride the doctrine of spiritual .testimony or aSSlll'ance, is be
cause the Holy Ghost operates inwardly, and not to the observation
of natural men; consequently his mode of testifying is altogether
beyond their comprehension, hence ridiculed and disbelieved by
them. But notwithstanding this the doctrine of the heavenly witness
is nevertheless true and scriptural.

This testimony of the Spirit corresponds with the written word.
He who is taught by the Spirit is taught correctly. The Spirit can
not contradict himself, therefore, when he witnesseth, he does it in
accordance with the rule of Scripture. Here it may be asked, how
comes it to pass that so many professing to experience the witness
of the Spirit, are, at the same time, so deficient respecting the doc
trine of the Gospel? To this we answer, that the Spirit cannot con.
tradict the word, as it is of his own dictating and inspiring, hence it
follows that their supposed witness is nothing but the delusion of a
heated imagination, leading them to fall in with the doctrines and
practices of men who have but a faint knowledge of scriptural truths.
If a man professes to experience the testimony of the Spirit and yet
at the same time holds erroneous doctrines, that man's religion is
vain, he is yet in his sins, and consequently will be lost if he dies
in such a state; for wherever the Spirit testifies he testifies truly and
of the truth, hence it follows that they themselves are not under his
teaching.

Another remark which may be made respecting this testimony,
corresponding with what has been said before, is, that it is no sud
den impulse on the mind, or extraordinary communication, that it
does not consist in any sensible or bodily impressions, such as a voice
being heard, or a passage forced irresistibly upon the mind; neither
has it any connexion with the wild enthusiasm, foolish gestures of the
body, or unnatural elevations of the voice. These things have often
been brought forth as proofs of the Spirit's witness in their hearts,
when, in fact, they are nothing more than the effects of a misguided
understanding, a weak judgment, and an enthusiastic imagination.
The witness of the Spirit is a secret influence received in the soul,
uniting it to God through Jesus Christ. This brings us in the next
place to speak of the influence of the Spirit.

The Influence if the Spirit.
Man in his unconverted state is under the influence of self; and,

for want of better principles, the love of ease, the world, lust, pas
sion, and even diabolical agency (for he is said to be devilish), are his
ruling and reigning principles and feelings. But when the grace
and Spirit of the Lord have operated in his soul to his spiritual re
newal or renovation, then he is no longer a subject to sin, but is
under the; dominion and influence of the Holy Ghost; llence the
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Apostle says, "Ye are no longer under sin, but under grace." The
influence of the Spirit is an operative influence, prompting to all
spiritual actions, and leading the soul to the faithful discharge of
every moral and Christian duty. Is the man a merchant? Then the
influence of the Spirit has such a government over his actions as to
lead him, in religious honesty, neither to overrate as a seller, nor to
undervalue as a buyer. Is he a judge or a magistrate? Then this.
spiritual influence will guide him in the administration of the law,
and he will arrive at his decisions on any subject, by making the
law, as far as he possibly can, to coincide with the word of God. He
will be a "terror to evil doers, and a praise to them that do welL"
Is he a master? He will look with jealous regard to the spiritual
welfare of his domestics. He will govern them with love, and in all
his actions towards them, he will manifest himself to be a spiritual
man. Is he a father, or head of a family? His house will be a pattern
of neatness, sobriety, and concord. His children will be allured, by
his example, to pursue those things which lead to eter~al bliss. He
will watch over their education, and bring them up in the fear of
the Lord. Is he a servant? Then his religion will operate in such
a way, as that he will be diligent and punctual to discharge his em
ployer's commands; his time he will no longer consider his own, but
11is master's; and the interest of his master's circumstances will be as
dear to him as if they were his own. The influences of the Spirit
guides the Christian in all his transactions, leading him to the adorn~

ment of his Saviour's doctrines in all things; they have such an
abiding effect on his heart, as to teach him, from the abundance of the
same, to regulate his words by spiritual principles; and they so con
stantly and steadily rule his affections, as to unable him to think
correctly, purely, charitably, and according to the word of God.

The wicked, moralists, Pharisees, and self-righteous persons, are
all guided and influenced by sin, self, and the devil; while the
believer, being born of the Spirit, thinks by the Spirit, prays by the
Spirit, reads, studies, believes, and is altogether under the influence
of the Spirit. Hence, as God is a Spirit, and the most holy, con
sequently he is the most happy, and the true Christian, being united
to him spiritually, is likewise happy; and this brings us in the next
'place to speak 01'-

The Comj'ort if the Holy Ghost.
Now, whatever comfort a believer is favoured to participate in, it

all arises from the spiritual application of Goel's love to the soul;
hence, Christians are said to walk in the comfort of the Holy Ghost.
Acts, ix. 31. The Holy Spirit is also called a " Comforter," because
he mollifies every wound, softens every affiiction, removes every
doubt, answers every objection, and forms Christ in the soul. When
th~ spirit of a Christian is stirred up within him, and wounded at the
sight and knowledge of sin, when endeavouring patiently to endure
the scoffs, ridicule, lying assertions, and enmity of opposite charac
ters, his spirit may be secretly pained and wounded within him; but
the Holy Spirit comes to his aid, applying the promises to his con
science, telling him that Christ is affiicted in all his affiictions, that
they are blessed who suffer for Christ's sake, and that all things work
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together for his spiritual good, and that afflictions are the forerunners
of future happiness. Thus the Spirit frequently comforts the soul,
by removing temporal felicity, and bestowing in its stead spiritual
comfort; by increasing the disapprobation of man, in order that the
approbation of God may be felt to be more inwardly sweet; by throw
ing down worldly refuges, to drive the soul more fully to rely on the
atonement of Christ. Should the individual be called to endure
bodily afflictions, and the outward man rapidly decay, he rejoices in
the comfort of the Spii"it, because his inward man is renewed day by
day. While his bodily strength evidently declines, his spiritual
powers are invigorated and animated by that sweet peace which is
communicated to his joyful soul by the Holy Ghost. If the believer
at any time is in doubt respecting any scriptural doctrine, by
earnestly supplicating at a throne of grace, the light of the Spirit is
sent down, his perpleXing doubts are removed, the Scriptures ren
dered more plain to his mind, and his soul satisfied in the reception
of the truth. Should he behold erroneous principles industriously
propagated, falsehood advanced instead of truth, the doctrines and
precepts of man substituted instead of those of the Bible, and even
the Bible itself made to speak a language which it condemns, re
pugnant to the veracity and sovereignty of God, and injurious to the
interests of religion, and the salvation of man, is he not ready to
tremble for the welfare of the Church, as the Jews did for the ark of
God? But, when looking into the Scriptures, he sees that the de
crees of Jehovah are unalterable, that his truth stands firm, and, by
faith in hia word the Holy Ghost silences his fears, and comforts his
heart by an assurance of his power to subdue all things to his sway.
But the Spirit especially comforts the Christian, by feeding the soul
with the good things of the Gospel, such as peace and joy in believ
ing. He points out to him his errors, and enables him to abandon
and overcome them; he enlightens his mind to credit the truth; he
qualifies the 'soul to rest upon Christ: he captivates the affections,
draws out the desires, utters his prayers, reveals eternal glories, lives
in his heart, breathes in his words, and makes him like God. 1'he
comforts of the Spirit are so surprisingly sweet as to overcome the
understanding in expressing them. .

What is the nature of your religion? Does it consist merely in
honesty, regularity, or p~U1ctual attendance on religious duties? Are
your prayers, faith, and desires, all of a spiritual nature? Do not,
my dear friends, pacify your consciences with a form of godliness
without the power of it. Seek the guidance, witness, influence,
and comfort of the Holy Spirit. Watch daily against spiritual dead
ness, worldly-mindedness, and vanity. Oh! seek fOI' the direction
of God's blessed Spirit. Rest not satisfied without a personal know
ledge of your pardon through Christ, testified to your soul by the
Holy Spirit. Let the Spirit guide your steps, direct your minds,
influence your hearts, and by following his direction, and submitting
to his teaching, you shall finally be brought to everlasting joy
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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'ST. PAUL'S DECLAHATION.

2 Cor. iv. 5.
" For '/Vc preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and our·

selves your servantsfo1' Jesus's sake."
THE ministry of the Gospel is one of the important undertakings

which God has imposed upon man. Important not only in the re
quirements requisite for the proper discharge of the duties connected
therewith, but more especially so, from the consequences resulting
to those immortal souls attending thereupon; for it is savour of life
unto life, or of death unto death; it is succeeded either by salvation
or damnation. How necessary, then, that the message llelivered
should be in strict accordance with God's most holy word.

1. WHA'l' THE ApOS'l'LES DID NOT PREACH.

" We preach not ourselves."

1. They 1vere not selfappointed. Heb. v. 4.
" And no man taketh this honour to himself, but he that is called

of God, as was Aaron:'

2. They 1vere not self taught. Acts, xx. 24.
" But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear

unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the
ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the
Gospel of the grace of God:'

3. They 1vere not self-seeking preachers. 2 Cor. xii. 14, 15.
" For I seek not your's, but you, and I will gladly spend and be

spent for you:'

4. They '/Vere the Church's servantsftr CI11·ist's sake. Rom. i. 9.
" For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the

Gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I make mention of you
always in my prayers:'

11. WHAT THE ApOSTLES DID PREACH.

" Christ Jesus the Lord."

1. In the divinity ifhis person. 1 Tim. Hi. 16.
" And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God

was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of the angels,
preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up
into glo~y."

2.. In his sacred offices if Prophet, Priest, and King.
Acts, iii. 23. "And it shall come to 'pass, that every soul, which

will hear that prophet, shall be destroyed from among the people:'

Heb. ii. 17. "Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made
like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful High
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Priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the
sins of the people,"

I 'rim. vi. 15. "'Vhich in his times he shall shew, who is the
blessed and only potentate, the King if Icings, and Lord of lords."

3. In the purity 91 his nature. Heb. vii. 26.
" For such a high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, unde

filed, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heaven."

4. In the splendour qf his miracles. Acts, ii.22.
"Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man

approved of God among you, by miracles, and wonders, and signs."

5. In the perfection if his example. I Thess. i. 6.

" And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having recei ved
the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost."

6. In his humiliation and sldferillg. 2 Cor. viii. 9.

" For ye know the gr'ace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though
Ile was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his
poverty might be rich."

7. In the atoning rfficac!J of his death. Gal. iii. 13.

" Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made
a curse for us."

8. In the powe1' if his resurrection. 2 Cor. v. 15.

" And that he died for all, that they which live should not hence
forth live. unto themselves, but unto him that died for them, and rose
again."

9. In the glor!J if his ascension. Acts) v. 31.
" Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a

Saviour, for to give repentance unto Israel and forgiveness of sins."

10. In the prevalenc!J if hij' intercession. Heb. vii. 25.

" Wherefore he is able to save to the uttermost them that come
unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession fur
them." ,

11. 4s tllefinalJlldgeifquiclcand dead. Rom. xiv. ID.
" But why dost thou judge thy brother? or, why dost thou set at

nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judg~ent-seat

,of Christ."
• ,. ApPLICATION.

1. Christ should .be the object of preaching.
stitnted for Christ will damn the substitutor. S.
sufficiency of aU things for life but Christ,
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CRISP'S VIEW OF lIIEN'S OWN RIGHTEOUSNESS AS THEm

GHAND IDOL.

" For the!! being ignorant qf God's l'ighteousness, and goiug about to
establish theil' O1vn l'ighteousness, havc not submitted themsclvcs to the
l'ighleousness9f God." Rom. x. 3.

" PltOVlDE~T and well-wishing pilots, observing the rocks on which
11Iany ignorant and heedlcss passengers havc split and sunk, and where
they themselves have escaped but narrowly, used to set up sea'lllllrks as
cautions or warnings to such as shall come after, that by other men's
[!arms they may learn to be wary. It is the apostle's very practice in
this place. In the former part of this epistle, and especially ill chap. ix.,
he mightily contends for the free grace of God unto peace, life, and
salvation, without works: 'The children being yet unborn, having done
neither good nor evil, but that the purpose of God might stand according
to election, not of works, but of grace; it was said, J acob have I loved,
Esau have I hated: he will have mercy on whom he will have mercy,
and whom he will he hardens.' I say this is the main doctrine that he
preacheth, from the beginning of the epistle to the close of chap. ix.

" Then hc comes upon thc J cws with an argument to their reproach:
, The Gentiles that followed not after righteousness haye attaincd unto
righteousness, when they themselves that Jid follow after righteousness
could not attain it;' and hc gives the rcason why they that pressed so
hard after it could not attain it: ' Because they sought it not by faith,
uut as it were by the works of the law.' \Vhy, what hurt was there in
that? will some say. The apostle answers, that hereby 'They stumbled
at that stumbling-blocl\, as it is written; llay in Zion a stumbling-stone,
and a rock of ofIence.' This, it seems, was the rock of offence-they
wouid have their own righteousness set up to do them gooJ, and this
they sought, as it werc, by thc works of the law.

" The proposition the words afIord us, is briefly this; namely, ' That
ignorance of God's righteousncss puts mcn upon these two dangerous
mischiefs: first, an establi~hing their own righteousness; and, sccondly,
not submitting themselves to the righteousnes~ of God.'

" It will bc worth the while, therefore, to consider when our rightcous
ness is said truly to be established in the room and stead of thc righteous
ness of God. This will be cleared by the consideration of the main
scope and aim of men, in performing the righteousness which they esta
blish. \Vhen men put upon their own righteousness that which should
have becn put upon God's only; when men make that the sanctuary and
refuge that God's righteousness only should bp, then is it set up as a
grand idol, and estahlished in the room and st.cad of God'~ rightcousness.
To clear thc case to you by some particular instances. It is a thing of
great importance, as at all times, so now at this time of imminent danger,
thc sword being' over 0111' heads, and over thc whole nation-the Lord
having rcvealed to the ~pirit.s of men, by his truth, that in case of immi.
nent Janger thcre should be a great deal of zeal to God-that the peoplc
of God should be put mightily on to deal wit.h God in this present ex
tremity and ncce~sity; but I am afraid many have a zeal of God in this
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very case, but yet not accordiug to knowledge,. for that too many-igno
nomnUy and zealously, I confess, yet, I S<lY, too muny.-in this zeal to
God, for their own safety and security, too much establish their own
rigbteousness; and, I fear, if there be a miscarriage, after so many
fasting-days, and so much praying and seeking God, that the fruits will
be the establishing our own righteousness, in the room and place of the
righteousness of God. As, for example, when sin abounds, whether
personally or generally, what is the way to get oft~ or get out of such
transgression? I appeal to your own spirits, even you that are spiritual,
is not this youI' end, you propound to fast, and pray, and mourn it out?
This is that which must bring you a discharge of your own sins; this is
that which must bring you tidings tlmt God will be pacified towards
you, tbat God will turn away his anger from you; if you do but fast
spiritually, mourn bitterly, pray zealously with strength of spirit, this is
that which shall overcome God.

" I ask, or I beseech you rather to ask, your own spirits··r mean
still you WllO arc spiritual-do not yoUI' hearts run out continually this
way? Do they, or do they not? What, then, mean all the complaints
of yours upon the defects of your fasting, your humiliation, self-denial,
and the subduing of your corruptions? That is that which pulls down
the wrath of God upon us. Is not this common among us, as long
as men do not mind, there is no hope that God will? And, if everyone
would mind onc, this is the way to redress tIle evil of the times? De
loved, Jet me deal plainly and freely with you, they that put deliverance
from sin and wrath upon the spiritual performance of that righteousness
which the law commands them, they put that righteousneRs in the room
and place of the righteousness of God: they make as great an idol as
can bc, for they make it to he that which God's righteousness only is. I
speak not against the doing of any righteousness according to the will of
God revealed. Let that mouth be for ever stopped thnt shall be opened
to blame the law which is holy, just, and good, or tIlUt shall he the
means to discourage people from walking in the commandments of God
blameless.*

" All that I speak is this, that it will prove a rock of offence in the end,
if it be not turned from; namely, that we should expect that our own
righteousness should bring down 11 gracious answer from God to om
spirits; that when we have done our work, in effect, that must prove our
mediation and messenger from God; antl as that will speak, so will we
have pain or remain in bitterness of spiril. What can the righteousness
of God himself do more than this, to Imve power with God, to prevail
over God for good to us?

" Look upon Christ himself, when he did uear the sins of many upon
his 'own per80n: he himself was deserted and forsaken of God; 'My
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?' Is Christ forsaken when
the sins of men are upon him, and shall men's persons be accepted and
received in respect of such an act of theirs as carries sinfulness in the face
of it ? Nay, that carries an universal leprosy ill the natme of it!
Suppose your righteousness were a ful1ilIing of the whole law of God, if
you but fail in one point, that very failing in one point makes you

" Is this .Antinomianism? or, can such a preacher be called an .Antinomian?
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guilty of the breach of all the rest; and when mcn stand guilty before
God, shall they plead that which is full of guilt to procure favour,
mcrey, or graec from him? No, no; the sacrifice of God, which is
accepted of him, must be a male lamb, and a lamb without blemish; till,
therefore, you can purge your righteousness, and separate all iniquity
from it, know that all your righteousness, in its own nature, doth but
separate you from God; so far is it from prevailing with him.

" In a word, Jet a man's righteousness be never so exact, yet that 'is
not according to the will of God which hath not God's ends, which he
proposeth in the doing of righteousness. You shall find the general rule
of Christ and his apostles to be this, that what we do, we must not only
do it in the name of Christ, but also to the Lord, and for the Lord;
, Being delivered out of the hands of our enemies, let us serve him in
holiness and righteousness.' It is not, let us serve ourselves in holiness
and righteousness, but let us serve him. 'You are bought with a price,
therefore,' saith the apostle, 'glorify God in your bodies and spirits, for
they are God's.' He doth not say, being bought with a price, let us
now seek our own 8'0od, as if we were still our own men; as jf we had
now liberty to trade for our own selves; but you are not your own, and
therefore not your own, because you are 'bought with a price;' there
fore ' glory God in your bodies and spirits.' It is most certainly true,
that God, having provided through Christ all things appertaining to life
and godliness for his people, thereby calls them olf from nil self·cnds, and
l1Y· respects in his services, to have only respect to him in them: he hath
done all that may be done for yourselves.

" But some may say, peradventure, this is a way to overthrow all
righteousness at once. What, all that ever a man doth, though he doth
it ever so spiritually, though ever so exactly, to no purpose, and in
vain? Doth a man get nothing by all the righteousness he performs?
Then we had as good sit still, and do nothing at all, will some say.

" I answer, tllis is carnal reasoning, indeed; look but into the ground
of this argument, and it will discover nothing but the selfishness of the
person that makes it. I dare be bold to say, that that man who will do
no righteousness, but simply for his own sake; who, if he should know
beforehand, that his righteousness will get him nothing, would, therefore,
sit still and do nothing: I dare be bold to say, he had as good sit still
and do nothing. He serves himself, not God, and thougr he performs
righteousness ever so exactly, if he serves himself~ God will never reckon
that he serves him. When self is eyed, we can never serve God: if our
commodity and advantage be not in the thing, we will sit still.

" All this while I desire not to be mistaken. Some, it may be, will
desire to know then to what use this righteousness of OUt'S serves, seeing
it is not of power to prevail with God. 'My goodness extends not to
thee,' saith David, 'not to God, but it may to men; my righteousness
extcnds tu the saints of the earth, and to such as excel in virtue.' Psalm
xvi. 3. Our righteousness is appointed for excellent uses, if we could be
contented with those God hath ordained it unto.

First, it serves as a real way to manifest our thankfulness to God, for
what we have already received of him. In Psalm ciii. David is excel
lent: ' Bless the Lord, 0 my soul; and all that is within me bless his
holy name.' Why, what is the matter, David? 'Who forgiveth all
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thine iniquities, and healeth all thy diseases; who redeel1leth thy life from
uestruction, nnd crowncth thee with loving kindness and tender mercies?'
Mark it well, I pray, all that is within liS must he prais<', and nothing
but praise j and the ground of it is this, God pardons our sins, heals our
infirmities, and supplies all our wants j aI1lI , in consideration of this, all
that is within us should continually express his praise.

Again, secondly, there is this usefulness in it, namely, that we may
serve our generation; and the apostle gives this charge, that' men study
to attain good works,' because, saith he, 'these things are profitable
unto men.' As we may, therefore, do good to men, so, according' to
our talent and ability received, we must employ ourselves to the utmost
for that end and purpose. The heathens could say, ' They were not
made for themselves, but for others:' there is, therefore, this usefulness
in our righteousness, that others may receive henefit by it-' Let your
light so shine before men, that they, seeing YOllr good works, may glorify
your Father which is in heaven:' that men may be drawn on to glorify
God, we must shine before men in a godly conversation.

"Thirdly, it is useful, as it is the ordinance of God, wherein the Lord
hath appointed us to meet with him, and wherein he will make good those
things which before he hath promised. And this is the very cnd and
ground of our fasting, praying, and mourning in our exigencies and ex
tremities. Not that these duties do at all prevail with God, or at all
move him; for, it is God that moves even these services, and all the
spiritualness in us in them; and, therefore, he moves them in us, because
when we are moved by his Spirit, and, according to his will, come forth
to meet him where he appoints, there he will pour out himself in grace
llltU love, according to his promise, not according to our performances.
Thus, I say, this great objection may be answered easily, why we fast,
and pray, and mourn in adversity, if they do us no good? I say,
though they do us no good, yet we fast and pray, in that the Lord saith,
come to me, meet me in this and that ordinance, anu I will comc with my
hands full j then, and there, I will pour out that which mine own freeness
bath engaged me to do for you j is it not injustice not to meet him then?
'Ve confess our sins to him, but what is the ground of forgiveness? not
our confession of SillS, not our fastings, prayers, mourning, and tears;
hut' I, even I, am he that blotteth out thine iniquities, for mine own
names sake, and will remember thy sins no more.'

" In conclusion, whoever he be that is selfish in his own righteousness,
Hnd goes about to establish it in the room of Gou's, labouring to procure
some good unto himself thereby, and makes that righteousness do that for
him that God's righteousness should uo, so making an idol of it;

" First, he plays the most dishonest part with God that can be. Do
JO'u profess yourselves to be the servants of God? If you uo, what dis
llOnesty is there in you, that you professing to serve him, do, notwitJ~

standing, by secret anu by stealth, serve yourselves? Arc you at God s
finding, or are you at your own? M iserablc are you, who are at yo~r

own. Are you at God's finding, then, and not at your own? 'Vhat IS

it you seek for and would get by the righteonsness you seek so eagerly
uncr? The truth is, there is nothing to be gotten that you hare not already;
if you have Christ, all things are YOUl;S, and you are Christ's, and Christ
is God's. Arc you one of Christ's? A man need not work for that
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which is his own already; why, then, do you work for that which is yours
already? Are you in Christ, or are you not? Do you work to get
into Christ? Alas! how long' might men work out of Christ, and work
themselves into hell at last? What can a man get of God Ly all his
righteousness and works, if he hath not Christ to get it for him? There
fore all things are yours, because you are Christ's, or else you shall have
nothing at all. God gives nothing of gift, and of his dear love, but- as
men are in Christ, and for his sake; therefore, you do but labour in vain, .
if you labour for that which is yet to be produced.

" But to do good to others; when thou art converted, strengthen thy
brethren, Let these be the ends of your services; work because good is
already made sure to you, and not to make it sure. And as there is a.
dishonesty in self-seeking; so,

"Secondly, there is n foul blur cast upon God, You that say in your
hearts, you are undone, you mnst perish, you are lost, except your
prayers and humbling of yourselves can get some supply j is it not this a
working for yourselves? Is not this plainly saying, there is no trusting
God, and that we must work for ourselves, or else we shall perish? Onc
word of application.

" VVe now stand before tllO Lord, and among other mercies, we ex
pect this great mercy, salvation; not only salvation in heaven, bllt salva
tion from the sword, I t is not, it must not be your good doings that
must procure it; or that your repentance that must bring it j YO~I must
not rest upon your performances to get it: do all that God calls for when
you are in his way; in this respect be doing; but as for your help look up
unto the hills from whence it cometh j your help stands in. the name of' the
Lord, who made heaven and earth; and, therefore, in the expectation of
help, all YOllr business must lie in this-' Stand stilt, and see tile salva
t iOIl of tile Lord.' "

March l!:), ]840. A LAYMAN.

A SERIES OF PAPERS IN DEFENCE OF THE LITUIWY OF TIlE

Cl-lURCH OF ENGLAND.

No,5.

" I BELIEVE IN 1'HE FORGIVENESS OF SINS."

WHE~ it be considered that we live in a day of almost universal
Christian profession, it would scarcely be supposed, that every doc
trine of our holy religion is theoretically received in the mind and
acknowledged with the tongue, but in most cases repUdiated in the
heart. Nevertheless this is true. The doctrine of personal forgive
ness is confessed in the Creed and often denied in the pulpit. And
to profess our belief in this article of our faith, and yet, at the same
time, to assert, that it is an evidence of presumption to say that we
know 01.11' sins personally to be forgiven, is a glaring contradiction.
In one of ollr great parish churches, a clergyman, after stating in the
sight of God and in the face of the congregation, "I believe in tlte
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forgiveness if sins," having ascended the pulpit, declared that it was
a mark of the greatest arroganey, self-righteousness, and conceit, for
anyone to assert that he knew his sins forgiven, as it was impossible
for anyone to have that lmowledge in this life, excepting in the imme
diate prospect of death. This is equal to the absurdity of the Papists,
who grant absolution to their penitents in the confessional for
money, and then declare it impossible for them to be assured of the
eternal remission of their sins, through faith in the atonement of
Christ. But the holy fathers who composed the Creed knew that it
was not only possible to have a sense of pardon during the whole
course of our Christian race here, but also that there is no genuine
Christianity without it; and, therefore, they put these words in the
mouth of every believer, " I be{ieve in the forgiveness qfsins," and he
" that believeth hath the witness in himself." Hence, in considering
this article, I would observe that "forgiveness of sins" is a blessing
of God to his Church, procured by the death and passion of Christ,
in consequence of which God considers and esteems us as if we had
never committed sin.

In treating upon these words, several things must be brought undei'
our consideration. The first to be noticed is the Author of Forgiveness,
namely, God. For sin consists in not obeying God; and the viola
tion of his precepts and laws are properly sins. And an offence done
to any man or creature is no more in itself than an offence 01' injury,
yea, the breach of man's commandment is only sin, because it at the
same time includes disobedience to some part or other of God's re
vealed word or' will. Therefore it is the prerogative of God alone to
pardon sin. And when we are taught to say, "Forgive us our tres.
passes, as we forgive them that trespass against us," the meaning is
not, that we forgive sins, as they are sins, but only as trespasses,
that is, losses, hurts, and damages done unto us by men. It may be
further said, that God hath given this power and commandment to
his ministers to forgive sins, saying, "whose sins ye remit they are
remitted." But it may be said, that Christ's ministers do not properly
forgive sins, but only in the name of God; and, therefore, it is
verily true that none can forgive sins but God only. Hence, it con
sequently follows, that remission being once granted remains for
ever, but the love of God unto his elect is 'unchangeable, and his
purpose respecting their salvation cannot be altered. Another point
of consideration is, to whom remission of sins is granted? To the
Catholic Church, 01' the whole company of men predestinated to
eternal salvation: as Isaiah saith, "The people that dwell therein
shall be forgiven their iniquity." And" They shall call them the
holy people, the redeemed of the Lord: and thou shalt be called
sought out, a city not forsaken." But if there had been such a thing
:ls U1;1iversal remission, as is the absurd notion of some, it would not
have been made, as it here is, the peculiar blessing of the Church.
Another point of consideration is, the medium through which pardon
is obtained at God's hand. '.Phis is only to be had by the death and
passion of Christ, as St. Paul saith, "Christ died for our sins." That
is, Christ died to be the payment and satisfaction to God's justice for
our sins, as St. John saith, "The blood ofJesus Christ his Son cleanseth
us from all sin." And as St. Peter saith, " Forasmuch as ye know
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that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and
gold, from your vain conversation, received by tradition from your
fathers; but with the precious blood of Christ, as a lamb without
blemish and without spot," Another particular is, the manner or
Idnd of sin that is forgiven. And here we would define it as all sin,
except sin against the Holy Ghost, which is said "never to be for
given." The forgiveness of sins is an act of God, who, for the sake
of Christ's merit, accounts us as free from sin as if we had never
transgressed in a single instance. Therefore David saith, "Blessed is
the man unto whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity, and in whose
spirit there is no guile." And Isaiah saith, "I have blotted out, as a
cloud, thy transgressions; and as a thick cloud thy sins." Now we
know that clouds, which often are seen for a time, are afterwards
entirely dispersed by the sun. And King Hezal(iah, when testifying
that the Lord had forgiven him his sins, says, " God hath cast
them behind his back," alluding to the custom of men, who, when
shewin~ that they do not regard a thing, tUl'l1 their backs upon it.
And Micha saith, "thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the
sea," alluding to Pharaoh, whom the Lord overwhelmed in the sea.
And our Saviour hath taught us to pray after this manner, "Forgive
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors:" in which words there is an
allusion to creditors, who cross out their debts from their books,
when the payment is made. Hence, it appears that damnable and
vile is the opinion of the Church of Rome, whose doctrine is, that
there is a remission of thefitUlt without a remission of punishment.
And hence they labour to destroy the efficacy of Christ's death, and
so introduce their pride-feeding notions of human satisfactions, in
dulgences, purgatory, prayers for the dead, and other follies equally
absurd. Moreover, we must remember the term I believe, ancL then
the true meaning of the article is this, I do not only believe that God
gives pardon of sin to his Church and people, for so much the devils
believe; but I verily believe that he has forgiven me my siltS. Con
sequently it was the deliberate judgment of the primitive Church, that
every true believer knew that his sins were forgiven him.

By the realization of this precious doctrine we enjoy endlcss com
fort; for the pardon of sin is a most wonderful blessing, and without
it man must be considered the most wretched being in existence. 'Ve
loath the serpent and the toad, but if a man is not forgiven by the
application of Christ's blood, he is a thousand times worse than
either, for they die and there is an end of them for ever; but if a man
die without forgiveness, he must begin then to suffer in hell for ever.
First, in his soul till the day of judgment, and then both in body and
soul for evermore. Think of this for a moment; of an immortal soul
entering into the endless pains and torments of hell; in which, even
after a continuance of thousands of years, could there be a deliver
ance, it would be some consolation; but the thought, even then, of
having to continue there for evp.r is most dreadful; and hence we see
the preciousness of this article of our faith. Amongst all the calami
ties that can happen to man, what is the greatest? Some will say
sickness, others ignominy, or poverty, or death, or contempt, &c.
&c. But, indeed, amongst the most fatal calamities that can befal a
man is dying without " the forgiveness of his sins;" and going down
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into hell with his sins pressing him to the bottomless pit. David,
being a mighty prince, had, I doubt not, all that his heart could
wish, and yet he seems to cast aside all his dignities and royal plea
sures, and esteem above all things the "blessedness of the man whose
transgressions are forgiven and whose sins are covered." A man
covered with a loathsome disease is most unpleasant to the sight, but
such an one is not half so unpleasant to us as an unpardoned sinner
is in the sight of God, and therefore the psalmist esteemed him
blessed "whose sins are covered." It may be said by some, that
there is no necessity to magnify this blessing so highly, seeing it is
but a common blessing. Such fancies men may please themselves
with who never knew what sin really is, but let a man, with the
finger of faith, only touch the hem of Christ's garment, he will then
see what sin is, and the necessity and blessing of forgiveness; and
that all the world cannot produce so precious a thing as the free par
don of all sin in Christ, which is a peculiar blessing, belonging only
to the Lord's renewed people. Though many drowsy Protestants
seem to think little of this and to feel less, yet sanctified consciences
esteem it one of the greatest vouchsafements that can be granted unto
them, and, having discovered this treasure, are willing to sell all for
the sake of possessing it. Therefore, this benefit is, indeed, most ex
cellent, and for the same the living members of Christ's Church have
abundant cause to give their soul's gratitude and thanks to God.

Here. the learned Perkins concludes upon this article by saying,
" The duties to be learned hence are these. And first, here comes a
common fault of men to be rebuked. Everyone will say, that he be
lieveth the remission of sins, yet no man laboureth for a true and cer
tain persuasion hereof in his conscience: and for proof hereof, pro
pound this question to the common Christian; dost thou persuade
thyselfthat God gives remission of sins unto his Church? The answer
will be, I know and believe it. But ask him further, dost thou be
lieve the pardon of thine own sins? and then comes in a blind answer,
I have a <Yood hope to God-ward, but I cannot tell, I think no man
can say s;;much: for God saith to no man, thy sins are pardoned. But
this is to speak flat contraries, to say they believe, and they cannot
tell: and it betrays exceeding negligence in matters of salvation. But
let them that fear God, or love their own soul's health, give all dili
gence to make sure the remission of their own sins: withal avoiding
hardness of heart and drowsiness of spirit, the fearful judgments of
God, which every where take place. The foolish virgins went fortl~ to
meet the bridegroom with lamps in their hands as well as the WIse,
but they never so much as dreamed of the horn of oil, till the coming
of the bridegroom.. So many men live in the Church of God as mem
bers thereof, holdinO" up the lamps of glorious profession; but in the
mean season they se~k only for the things of this life; never casting,
how they may assure themselves in conscience touching their recon
ciliation with God, till the day of death come.

Secondly, if we be here bound to believe the pardon of all our sins,
tllen we must every day humble ourselves before God, and seek par
don for our daily offences: for he <Yives grace to the humble or con
trite; he fills the hungry with go~d things, whel: the rich are sent
empty away. Thus the Holy Ghost, who dwells ID the hearts of all
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God's renewed people does, day by day, convincingly evidence to
their souls, that the blood of Christ was not only shed for sin, but that
it was shed for their sins j the truth of which they are assured of, by its
application to their consciences. Hence, they live in the enjoyment
of God's peace here, and are positively assured of eternal glory here
after, and they can say from the very feelings of their souls, "I be
lieve in the forgiveness of sins."

" A FRIEND THAT STICKETH CLOSER THAN A BROTHER."

THERE is something inexpressibly sweet in family affection and en
dearment j it savoUl'S something of that state of perfection and happiness
which the redeemed family of God will enjoy when they assemble
around his throne, and sit down together with Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob in the kingdom of glory. Christian families especially should
cultivate, as far as possible, the happiness of each other, for family
ties are sacred, and one interest ought to be the governing principle.
Such, however, is the state and condition of men here, that few fami
lies will be found who have not to mourn over the loss of a parent, a
husband, a brothel', 01' a sister; every relation in life may be broken
in upon, or cut asunder by death, or, what is by far more painful, dis
cord may divide, and misconduct separate those who by nature are
connected by the closest ties, The variety of circumstances, which
in this fallen state may affect our interest and our peace, are of such
a complex character, that the nearest and tenderest connexions may
be permitted, in some way 01' other, sorely to wound and perplex;
and the mind of a true believer, under such circumstances, naturally
turns to that sympathising Saviour, who, in a much greater degree
than ourselves, experienced the biUerest scorn and neglect, which
called forth that remarkable declaration, that" a prophet is not with
out honour save in his own country, and in his own house," Yea,
many of the Lord's people know the force of this expression by theil'
own experience, and the servant is not to be greater than his lord.
But although, through the sin and infirmity of our fallen nature, every
Idndred tie, in a greater 01' less degree, mayfail, and the fluctuation
of human affection is often painfully felt; it is, indeed, a thought full
of consolation, that" Jesus is a friend who loveth at all times," a
brother born for adversity; and while the strong chord of natural
affection may be loosened, and often secretly undermined, the arms of
his love are ever around and about us, and while we lose our hold of
ealthly affection and earthly claims, too transient and too faithless,
often to be depended upon, we can look up with humble confidence to
Christ and lean upon him, as our stay and support even to the end. The
sympathising character of Jesus is most fully shewn out in the history
of Mary, lVfartha, and Lazarus, the family whom he loved; as he
stood at the grave of Lazarus "he wept." In his human nature he
felt and sorrowed like ourselves; he wept also over Jerusalem, con
templating the awful desolation of that lost city: and, 0 I how deeply
does he participate in the sufferings of his beloved people, « in all their
afflictions he is afflicted." To shew the strong and abiding love the Lord
has to his children, it is written, "For the mountains shall depart

No. v. VOL. I.-New Sel'ies. p
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and the hills be removed, but my kindness shall not depart from thee,"
Isaiah, Jiv.: and the most endearing relation in life is brought forward
to illustrate this truth, "can a woman forget her sucking child, that she
should not have compassion on the son ofher womb ?yea, they may forget,
yet will I not forget thee," saith the Lord: and, again, " as one whom
his mother comforteth so will I comfort you:" and the dying parent and
husband is exhorted and encouraged by that gracious promise, "Leave
thy fatherless children, I will preserve them, and let thy widows trust
in me:' And the orphan children are encouraged to commit themselves
to his keeping, and say, "When my father and my mother forsake me,
then the Lord will take me up:' Thus can God supply the place of
father, husband, brother, and friend: and when these ties fail, either
by death or any other cause, the broken link is united more firmly to
himself. "Whom llave I in heaven but thee, and there is none upon
earth that I desire besides thee:' Thus is it also fully shewn out by
what has been stated, that our true interest and happiness are in being
united to Christ as an elder brother, who, in taking upon himself our
nature, is able to sympathise with his believing people in all their
sorrows; that he alone is the friend of the friendless, whatever be
their station or situation in life, he controls and orders every event for
their good be it adverse or prosperous; and, finally, he will receive them
into his heavenly kingdom, where faith will be lost in sight, where sorrow
will be turned into joy, and the tears which have flowed will be for
ever wiped away, and where nothing can interrupt the song of praise
and thanksgiving A-a.

THE ENGLISH REFORMER.

No. 5.

Fr01n tile rVt'!'Ungs qf Robert Samuel, a godly and learned Minis
terand PreaclterqfGod's Word, burnt at Ipswicltftrtltefaitliful
Testimony if tlte same, tlte 18tlt ifAugust 1555. Of wllOse strange
torments and unmercifulltandLing, ~c., read in Fox, joNo 1270.

l( The belief of the heart justifieth, and to knowledge with the mouth
maketh n man safe." Rom. x.

"Fear not the curse of men; be not afraid of their blasphemies and
reviling!, for worms and moths shall eat them up like cloth and wool.
But my righteousness shall endure for ever, and my saving health from
generation to generation." Is,li.

Oonsidering with myself these perilous times, perishing days, and the
unconstantand miserable state of man, the decay of our faith, the sinister
report and false slander of God's most holy word, these urgent causes ill
conscience do constrain me to confess and acknowledge my faith and
meaning in Christ's holy religion: as St. Peter teacheth me, saying, "Be
ready always to givc an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of
the hope that is in you, and that with mcekness and feur; having a good
'Conscience, that when they backbite you as evil doers, thpy may be
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ashamed, forasmuoh as they have falsely accused your good conversation
in Christ." As touching my doctrine, for that little talent that God bath
given me, God I take to record, mine own conscience, and mine audi
tory knoweth, that I neither in doctrine nor manners willingly taught any
otber thing than I received of holy patriarchs, prophets, Christ, and his
apostles. For it were not only sin, but also the very part of a cursed
miscreant, to deny, to belie, or betray the innocent of that heavenly doc-.
trine; or to be ashamed to confess and stand to the defence of the same,
seeing that Christ planted it with his most precious blood; and all good
men have more esteemed the true and infallible word of God than all this
transitory world, or their own mortal lives. And I believe this doctrine
of the patriarchs, prophets, Chri5t, and his apostles to be sufficient and
absolutely perfect to instruct and teach me and all the Holy Church, of
our duties towards God, the magistrates, and our neighbours. First and
principally, I do assuredly believe, without any doubting, that there is one
Deity or one Divine essence, and infinite substance, which is both called
and is indeed God everlasting, unbodily, unpartable, unmeasurable in power,
wisdom, and goodness: the maker and preserver of all things, as well
visible as invisible, and yet there be three distinct persons, all of one
godhead or divine being, and of all one power, coequal, consubstantial,
and coeternal, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. I believe in
God the Father Almighty, etc. As touching God the Father of hea
ven, I believe as much as Holy Soripture teacheth me to believe. The
Father is the first person in Trinity, first cause of our salvation, which
hath blessed us with all manner of blessings in heavenly things by Christ;
which hath chosen us before the foundations of the world were laid, that
we should be holy and without blame before him, who hath predestinate
us and ordained us to be his children of adoption through Christ Jesus.
In him, as it is said, we live, we move, and have our being; be nourisheth,
feedeth, and giveth meat to every creature. And in Jesus C/lrist his
only Son our Lord. I believe that the word, that is, the Son of God,
the seoond person in Trinity, did take man's nature in the womb of the
most blessed Virgin Mary. So that there be in him two natures, a divine
nature and an human nature, in the unity of person inseparable, conjoined

'and hit in one Christ, truly God and truly man, the express and perfect
image of the invisible God; wherein the will of God the Father shineth
apparently, and wherein man, as it were in a glass, may behold what he
ought to do to please God the Father. Born 0/ the Virgin Mary,. truly
suffering !lis passion, crucified, dead, and buried, to the intent to bring
us again iI)to favour with God the Father Almighty, and to be a sacrifice,
host, and oblation, not only for original sin, but also for all actual sins of
the whole (spiritual) generation of mankind. For all the works, merits,
deservings, doings, and obedience of man towards God, although they be
done by the Spirit of God in the grace of God, yet, being thus done,
be of no validity, worthiness, nor merit before God, except God, for his
mercy and grace, acconnt them worthy for the worthiness and merits of
Christ Jesus. The same Christ went down to the hells, and truly rose
again tIle t!lird day, and ascended into the heavens, that he might there
still reign, and have dominion over all creatures; and from thence shall
como, &c. I believe in the Holy Gltost, co-equal with God the Father
and the Son, and proceeding from them both; by whose virtue, strength,

p 2
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and operation, the true Catholic Church, which is the communion and
society of saints, is guided in all truth and verity, and kept from all errors
and false doctrine, the devil, and all power of sin. Which Church is
sanctified and hallowed with the precious blood and Spirit of our Lord
Jesus Christ; which hath also her sign and mark, that she heareth and
followeth the voice of her only and true pastol" Christ, and no strangers.
This Church also is the house of God, the congregation of the living
God, the pillar of truth, the lively body of Christ, a Church both in name
and in deed. I believe the remission if sins by the only means and
merits of Christ's death and passion, who was made unto us of God that
only sacrifice and oblation, offered once for all and for ever, for all them
that be sanctified. I believe the resurrection if tlte body,. whereby, in
the last day, all men shall rise again from death, the souls joined again to
the bodies, the good to everlasting life, the wicked to everlasting pain
and punishment. And nothing may more certainly stablish and confirm
our faith that we shall rise again immortal, both in body and soul, than
the resurrection of Christ our Saviour, and first fruits of the dead. Now,
that Christ our head is risen, we, being his body allll members, must follow
our head. Death, hell, and sin cannot sunder nor pluck us from him.
For as the Son oannot be divided nor sundered from the Father, nor the
Holy Ghost from them both, no more may we, being the faithful mem
bers of Christ, be separated from Christ. And for a confirmation of our
resurrection, Christ would be seen after his resurrection in his most
glorious body, his wounds being handled and felt, speaking and teaching,
eating and drinking', &c. We look, saith St. Paul, for Jesus Christ our
Saviour, which shall transfigure our vile bodies and conform them to his
glorious body, by the sallle power and virtue, wherewith he is able to snb
due all things; even like as the grain of wheat sowed in the ground is
first putrified and brought as into a thing of nought, yet after that it
springeth up freshly with a goodlier colour, form, and beauty than it had
before. The body is sown in corruption, and riseth in incorruption; it is
sown in dishonour and riseth in honour. Thus I verily know and assuredly
believe the resurrection of our bodies, and to have life eternal by Christ,
and for Christ's sake. "Verily, verily, I say unto you," saith Christ,
" he that heareth my word,and believeth Oil Him that sent me, hath ever
lasting life, and shall not come into damnation," but is escaped from
death to life. It is Christ that died once for our sins and is risen again,
never more to die; it is he that swallowed up death, and hath cast it
under his feet for ever. What now can death do unto us? Verily,
nothing else, but for a little time separate our precious souls from our
wretched bodies, that divine substance from a mass of sin, that eternal
life from a body of death, and so send our souls out of this miserable,
wretched, and sorrowful life, cumbered with all calamities, unto that
most blessed felicity and joys eternal. As concerning the holy and
reverend sacraments of Christ's Church, which be in number two, the
sacrament of baptism and the supper of the Lord, I Lelieve them to be,
as St. Paul calleth them, confirmations or seals of God's promises,
which have added to them a promise of grace, and tllerefore they are
called invisible signs of invisible grace. The sacrament of baptism is a
mark of Christ's Church, a seal and confirmation of our acceptation into
the grace and favour of God for Christ's sake. For his innocency, his
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righteousness, his holiness, his justice is OUl'S, given us of God; and our
sins and unrighteousness, by his obedience and abasinl!: of himself to the
death of the cross, are his, whereof baptism is the sign, seal, and con
firmation. Baptism is also a sign of repentance, to testify that we be
born to the waves of perils and changes of life, to the intent that we
should die continually, as long as we live, from sin, and rise again like new
men unto righteousness. Rom. vi. The other sacrament, which is the
supper and holy Maundy of oUl' Saviour Christ, whereby the Church' of
Christ is known. I believe it is a remembrance of Christ's death and
passion, a seal and confirmation of his most precious body given unto
death, even to the vile death of the cross, wherewith we are redeemed
and delivered from sin, death, hell, amI damnation. It is a visible word,
because it worketl! the same thing in their eyes, which the word worketh
in the ears. For like as the word is a mean to the ears, whereby the
Holy Ghost moveth the heart to believe (Rom. x.), so this sacrament is a
mean to the eyes, whereby the Holy Ghost moveth the heart to believe;
it preacheth peace between God and man; it exhortetll to mutual love
and all godly life; and teacheth to c9ntemn the world for the life to come
when as Christ shall appear, which now is in heaven, and no where else,
as concerning this human body. Yet do I believe assuredly, that his
very body is present in his most holy supper at the contemplation of oUl'
spiritual eyes, and so verily eaten with the mouth of OUl' faith. For as
soon as I hear these most comfortable and heavenly words spoken and
pronounced by the mouth of the minister, "This is my body which is
given for you;" when I hear, I say, this heavenly harmony of God's
infallible promises and truth, I look not upon, neither do I behold, bread
and wine, for I take and believe the words simply and plainly, even as
Christ spake them. For, hearing these words, my senses be rapt and
utterly excluded (for faith wholly taketh place, and not flesh, nor the
carnal imaginations of our gross, fleshly, and unreverent eating, after the
manner of our bodily food, which profiteth nothing at all, as Christ wit
nesseth, John, vi.); but with a sorrowful and wounded conscience, a
hungry and thirsty soul, a pure and faithful mind, do fully embrace, be
hold, and feed, and look upon that most glorious body of Christ in
heaven, at the right hand of God the Father, very God and very man,
which was crucified and slain, and his Llood shed for our sins, there now
making intercession, offering and giving his holy body for me, yea, my
body, my ransom, my full price and satisfaction, my Christ, and all that
ever he hath. And by this spiritual and faithful eating of this lively and
heavenly bread, I feel the most sweet sap and taste of the fruits, henefits,
and unspeakable joys of Christ's death and passion, fully digested into the
bowels of my soul. For my mind is quieted from all worldly adversities,
turmoilings, and troubles; my conscience is pacified from sin, death, hell,
and damnation; my soul is full, and hath even enough, and will no
more; for all things are but loss, vile, dung anrl dross, vain vanity, for
the excellent knowledge sake of Christ .Jesu, my Lord ant! Saviour.
Thus now is Christ's flesh my vcry mcat indeed, and his blood my very
drink indeed; and I am become flesh of his flcsh and bone of his bones.
Now I live, yet not I, but Christ Iiveth in me; yca, I dIVcIl in him and hc
in mc; for through faith in Christ, and for Christ's sake, we are one, that
is, of one consent, mind, and rellowship, with the Father, the Son, ant!
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the Holy Ghost. John, xvii. Thus am I assured and fully persuaded
and on this rock have I huilded, by God's grace, my dwelling and rest
ing-place for body and soul, life and death. And thus I commit my
cause unto Christ, the righteous and j\!st judge, who will another day
judge these debates and controversies, whom I humbly beseech to cast
l1is tender and merciful eyes upon the afflicted and ruinous Churches, and
shortly to reduce them into a godly and perpetual concord. Amen. Thus
do I believe, and this is my faith and my understanding in Christ my
Saviour, and his true and holy religion. And this whosoever is ashamed
to do, among this adulterous and sinful generation, of him shall the Son
of Man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father with the
holy angels.

THE SAD EFFECTS OF UNBELIEF.

THERE are two species of infidelity, running out into several branches,
anyone of which, separately, is fatally dangerous to the soul. Unbelicf
is a distrust of God's faithfulness pledged in his declared promises and
threatcllings; and particnlarly the discredit of his Gospel declarations,
revealing his Son to the favoured sinners of mankind; yea, sometimes,
even to the chief; and with him who discredits it is a most horrid and
damning crime, as it makes God a liar, blasphemes all his perfections,
contemns and refuses Jesus, and his whole salvation, and leads to other
sins. U nbelief is either negative in such as have not heard the Gospel,
and so heathens are called unbelievers or infidels; or positive in those
unbelievers, who, though they hear the Gospel and profess to regard it,
yet believe not the record of God respecting his Son and salvation ill
him. Unbelief is either with respect to a particular declanltion of God,
as when Zacharias discredited God's promise of a son to him, Or universal
with respect to the whole declaration of' God. It is either partial, im
porting some degrees of distrust, or total where there is nQ trust at all.
The Jews who came out of Egypt could not enter into Canaan because
of unbelief, on account of their distrusting of God's power allll kindness,
and of his promise to uring' them in; and, for their rebellion and
murmuring, it was inconsistent with them to think of entering in. Christ
could not do many mighty works in his own country because of unbelief.
UIlbelief is the source of every evil.

Infidels may be divided into two classes; those who are infidels by pro
fession are, first, such as disbelieve the being of a God, These !Ire very
few in number, and are denominated in Scripture as lJeing " fools."
" 'rhe fool hath said in his heart there is no God." And certainly none
hut a fool would say so; for the proofs of a God are so infinitely nu
merous, that no man endowed with natural understanding could have
fallen into such an egregious error. But, since in the original, there is
no word for the term " there is," in otjr translation consequently it may
be very aptly rendered, " The fool hath saiJ in his heart let there be no
God." How agreeable to the desires and feelings of such a fool would
the non-entity of a God he! There arc many infidels of this sort,
who, in consequence of the tremendous curse which God has attachcd
to the commission of sin would gladly persuade themselves: where it
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possible, that there is no God. They are afraid of being called into
account for their practices; they tremble for the consequences of their
past Jives; they shudder at the bear idea of being dragged before the
judgment-scat of a pure and holy God; hence they could wish that there
were no God, and are easily persuaded into the belief of such a doctrine
without examining into the grounus on which it stands. The sad efrects
of this is eternal punishment in hell.

Another sort of infidel is onc who believes in the existence of a Gou, .
but, at the same time, disregards the truths of revelation and believes the
Scriptures to be " a cunningly deviseu fable." The word of God he
looks upon as a production of pricstcraft, calculated to hlind anu mislead
the ignorant, support the pride and luxury of its advocates and preachers,
and conduct its deluded votaries into folly and cnthusiasm. Hence they
do not believe its system of faith, thc morality of its precepts, the truth
of its prophecies, the history of its narrations, the fulfilmeut of its pre
dictions, in the God it reveals, the Christ it declares, the Holy Ghost its
inspirer, and the soul's sanctifier: neither do they believe in the necessity
of being born again from that spiritual death into which they are held,
through faith in the blood and righteousnes,s of Jesus Christ. This class
will undoubtedly be lost, unless timely aid be afforded to its bewildel'ed
members.

Another and thiru class of infidels is composed of the Socinian and
Unitarian unbelievers, who dcny the divinity of Christ, the personality
of thc Holy Ghost, original sin, or total depravity, and consequcntly fall
short of the attainment of a new and spiritual change of heart, without
which there is no salvation. This class looks upon Christ as a good lllun
whose exalUple they profess to follow, while jiving contrary to it; being
destitute of that grace which makes wise the simple, gives life to the
spiritually dead, and saves the soul from llel!. Many of the more
respectable members of society compose this synagogue of Satan, beoause
it suits their pride, gratifies self, and is u foster-father to sin. Hence,
because there is no salvation but through the atonement of Christ, and
they, denying the doctrine, will irrecoverably be lost, and eternally ba
nished from God's presence.

A fourth class of infidels consists of the Antinomian unbelievers, who
profess to receive Christ as their Saviour, being a prophet, priest, aud
king. They acknowledge the doctrine of the atonement, the merit of
Jesus's blood to wash away their sin, the perfection of his righteousness
imparted to justify their souls, but, not understanding the purity of the
doctrine of God's election, they live in sin, and consider themselves free
Ji'om any obligation to the moral law. They hold that Christ by his
merit has for ever satisfied the demands or injured justice, fulfilled the
law in their stead, but, not comprehending the holiness of predestination,
"hold the truth in unrighteousness, anu scem to sin that grace may
nbound." These may, perhaps, be correct with respect to the theory of
faith, but being deficient respecting its intrinsic nature, lie under condem
nation, for "the devils believe and tremble," but their faith not bcing
an operative, influential, purifying, and God-receiving faith, consequcntly
they remain devils stil!. Just so with the Antinomian infidel, his faith
being dead, he is dead also, and, dcparting in such an unhappy state,
will finally be lost, "fonvithout holiness, no man shall see the Lord."
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A fifth class of unbclicvers is indeed the most plausible one. I mean
tIle Armenian unbeliever. He holds the freedom of the will, Jenies the
doctrines of original sin, the perseverance of the saints, and either wholly,
or in part, makes a merit of performances in the procuring of tbe soul's
salvation. This class is the far most numerous, and because its tenets are
every way suitable to tbe pride of the human heart, no wonder at its
increase. It degrades Christ the Savionr and Creator in tbe exaltation
of the creature. It acknowlcJges prayer, repentance, and obedience,
ns helping the merit of Christ in saving the soul. It also maintains man's
universal capability to atl'lin salvation, and his power to keep himself in
the possession of that attainment, thereby denying the sovercign power of
Divine grace in conversion and final perseverance. This class, ifit does
not receive Christ as a complete Redeemer and Saviour, will sharc in
the curse of those who professed to have done much in the name of
Christ, and yet, notwithstanding, to whom he will say, "depart from me,
I never knew you, into everlastinf?: fire."

Thus it is evidently true that infidels by profession are already in a
state of condemnation, and will undoubtedly suffer the vengeance of eternal
lire for their rejection of the truth. 'There are many more that we might
mention; such who receive one article of faith to the exclusion of another,
one divine precept to the breach of another, Selecting certain passages
as props for their errors, and denying or passing over others, because
they make against their prejudices. These arc all under a fatal delusion
which will terminate in everlasting disgrace, unless timely remedied by
Divine grace.

Having spoken of infiJels by profession, shewn their absurdities, re
proved their follies, reprimanded their lives, and pointed at their futurc
destiny, I shall come now to speak of another class still more nnmerous,
yca, even than all the rest united together. These are practical infidels,
who make no direct objections to tbe truth of revelation, do not concern
themselves about religious controversies or doctrines, but seem to admit
the religious opinions of their forefathers, as taught by the nutional church;
yet still, at the same time, they are neither converted in heart, saved
from sin, nor enjoying the fruits of that faith which is of Divine opera
tion.

In this last class of infidels may be found many of our own peoplc and
parishioners, who, professing themselves to be wise, are, in spiritual
matters, mere fools; acknowledging God, but denying godliness; having
a form of religion, but being destitute of the power of it. These are they
who are found delighting themselves in the practice of gluttony and drunk
cnness, rioting and wantonness, given themselves up to tbe satisfying of
the flesh, in the open avowal of their licentiousness anJ worldly practiccs,
men of corrupt minds, unsanctilied hearts, and beastly pursuits. To
such we may say, ye are going the downward road to perdition; hell
and destruction are before you, and God's everlasting vengeance is stirred
up to insure your eternal burning in unfjuenchable fire. Will you {'or the
sake of pampering your bodies for a few years loose your souls for
eternity? Are you willing, for a little gratification of the flesh, to endure
thc gnawing of the worm on your soul, that will never, ncvcr die? Are
you content, for the sake of your company here, to be a companion of
devils and uamned spirits hereafter? \Vill you sell your souls for the
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indulgcncc of your Lodies? Go on, go on, thou open sinner; but re
membcr that for all this God will bring thee unto judgment, and then the
sad rfI'ccts of thy practical infidelity will hang upon thy soul as an etcrnal
clog, weighing thee down to the bottomless pit, " for he that believeth
1I0t is condemned already."

Thc decent, respect~ble, and moral, who proceed no further than
merely to be upright, honest, patriotic, kind, all"able, and condescending, .
must likewise be compelled to suffer the consequences of unbelief, inasmuch
as they come short of being born of the Spirit i " for except a man ue
born again he cannot see the kingdom of God i" consequently he must
bc driven into unutterable despair. You may render to everyone their
due, you may keep your tongue from evil speaking, your hands from
picking and steuling; your conduct may bc generally unexceptionablc to
worldly minds; you may be charitable to the poor, promote lis far as you
can the welfare of your king and country, and st.ill after all be fit for
nothing but to be bound in bundles to heat the fires of perdition. "By
grace are ye saved through faith, and that. not of yourselves, it is thc
gift of God; not of works, lest any man should hoast:" and because you arc
satisfied with a destitution of this divine principle of grace, yotl certainly
cannot be saved. vVherc is your supreme love to God? Your unshaken
confidence in Jesus Christ? Your renunciation of self? Your delight
and study in God's word? Your fervent, frequent, and faithful prayers?
Your sanctification of soul? Your enjoyment of the Spirit? Your love
of good men? Your anxiety and self-denial for the conversion of others?
All these you are destitute of, all these arc taught in the Bible; and your
1I0t practising them proves either your disbelief of them, or else that yotl
do not acknowledge the absolute necessity of performing and enjoying
them; hence you are practical unbelievers, and will be treated with sevcrity
equal to your deserts; and the least of this will be eternal punishment.

Another class of practical infidels con~ists of those who are not far from
the kingdom of heaven. They confess their faith in the Bible, they often
perhaps read it, frequently talk about it, and to a certain extent obcy
~ome of its precepts. They come to Church, listen to the preaching of
thc Gospel, join in the praises and prayers of God's people with thcir
lips, keep up a form of family religion at home, promote many excellent
institutions, and are willing on all occasions to assist their ministers in the
advancing of the interests of religion with their purse j in short, they do
many wonderful things: but as thc twelfth article of our Church says,
" good works cannot put away ollr sins, and endure the severity of God's
judgment." And this is further proved by the thirteenth article, that they
"are not pleasant to God, forasmuch as they spring not out of faith in
Jesus Christ;" therefore we are obliged, in honesty to their souls, to
declare that if they continue in this statc they cannot be saved. It does,
indeed, pain our hearts to see them resting short of true attainment.
We would gladly help them and earnestly pray for them, that they may
be led to cast their souls on the atonement and work of redemption by Jesus
Christ, and daily experience the transforming power of divine grace,
fitting thcm for the enjoyment of the saints in light.

They may have much zeal, so had J ehu, and yet he continued to fol·
low the sins of Jeroboam. They 'may be horrified at the degradation of
tlJ(' hnman heart, and exclaim with H azael, "Is thy servant a dog, that
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he should do this great wickedness?" And he aftenvards went home and
murdered his master. They may tremble with Felix at the preaohing of the
word, and put away from them the salvation of the soul. Like Agrippa
they may be almost Christians, and yet be lost for not being' altogether
Christians. Like Ananias and Sapphira they may give part of their pas
sions to the Church of God, and still after all be cast-aways for lying
against the Holy Ghost. All this is practical infidelity. The sad effects of
unbeEef are misery, pain, sickness, disappointment, poverty, and death
here, and everlasting and inexpressible torments in hell hereafter. Behold
the sad effects of unbelief!

In conclusion I would address all real Christians, and say in the name
of the Lord, in order to bc saved believe in the Lord Jesus Christ with all
your heart. Repent truly of your sins. By God's grace lead a new
life. Believe in, read, pray, and stu<.ly your Bibles. 'Watch again~t

sin, be diligent in prayer, quench not the Spirit, aHend God's llOuse,
seek the daily applicatiun of his blood, the imputation of his rigllteousness,
the sanctification of his Spirit, and the comfort of the salvation of your
souls. Do not mix any thing of your own with the merits of Christ. You
are justified by faith without the deeds of the law in the sight of God.
Attend to every precept, live in a spirit of prayer, and bc as careful to
frame your lives to God's word, as if heaven were the reward of merit
alone; and yet after all, acknowledge YOllrselves and your performances
as too defective to save your souls; that there is not one pel{~ct principle
or feeling about you of your own, but that whatsoever good you may
have is the fruit of faith, and be persuaded to depend altogether on Jesus
Christ, with your hearts unto righteousness, and you shall finally be
saved. Let Christ be your only hope and stay; live daily by faith on
his precious promises. May you be blessed here with heavenly light, and
hereafter with a crown of glory. Amen.

HINTS RELATIVE TO RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES.

Among the many questions which agitate th~ Christian world at
the present moment, one refers to the expediency or non-expediency
of aiding, through the medium of Societies, the diffusion of divine
truth throughout the world. That the object is beneficent in itself,
and calculated to promote the highest interests ofmankind, no sober
minded Christian can deny; but that what is really good in its pri
mary intention is associated with a certain portion of evil is also
equally true; for, alas, fallibility attaches to everything human, and
there is no perfection in anything beneath the sun. Whether the

.Societies generally are now conducted upon that principle with which
they commenced is a question; their aim then was simply to benefit
man, and glorify God; their labour of love was gratuitous, and no
secular feeling or motive could be laid to the charge of the first pro
moters of Bible or Missionary Societies. It seldom happens, how
ever, that any institution retains for any length of time the purity of
its first principles; with its increase and extension innovations creep
in, and symptoms of degeneracy are but too visible. This is surely
applicable to even professedly religious institutions, and it may also



HINTS RELATIVE TO RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES. 219
be fairly deduced, that activity in a cause, however benevolent and
godlike in its principle, is no just criterion of personal piety. Many,
it is to be feared (the reflection is indeed appalling), who labour hard
to raise the scaffolding will have no part in the spiritual building. 0
may we be led, each one and all, seriously to scrutinize the motives
that induced us to engage in a work which involves such great re
sponsibility. To anyone who has just reason to conclude that single-.
mindedness is the main.spring of action, and that love to perishing
sinners (which cannot be unconnected with the glory of God) con
strains them to such, we would say, " Go forward, and may the bles
sing of the Most High rest upon your labours." There cannot be a
question as to the expediency of the work: God, in the accomplish
ment of his own purposes, condescends to make use ofhuman agency.
If it were not so ordained, what need have we, or any other nation, of
the preached Word? If it is still needful in a land favoured beyond
any other with Gospel privileges, surely heathen countries are not to
be left uninstructed and (lestitute of the means of grace. In obedience
to the command of your Saviour, therefore, " go and preach the Gos
pel to every creature." He has a people to be called and saved
out of every nation, kindred, and tribe under Heaven; his elect
are to be gathered from the four corners of the earth, and we dare
not. meddle with the secret decrees of God, and say who are and
who are not to be called. The standard of the Gospel is to be lifted
up to all, and while duty is ours we must leave the event to Him.
This is obviously the procedure of every society modified· on Gospel
principles, it savours not of enthusiasm If rightly apprehended; one
is to sow and another t6 water, but God alone can give the increase.
Let no undue stress, therefore, be laid on human effort, where this
is the Case little will be effected. God is jealous of his own honour,
and his glory will he not give to another; such unhallowed means he
never will bless: human dependence is a baseless fabric to build
upon, whatever is reared upon it will be levelled to the dust; God's
worl~ alone will stand, and where he revokes who can hinder? The
origin, rise, and progress of the British and Foreign Bible Society is
a great work; it surely emanated from him who is the giver of every
good and perfect gift. Great and important are the benefits which
result from benevolent institutions, but the eternal welfare of man
kind in the estimation of every real Christian is of primary moment;
this world with its short-lived interests is rapidly passing away, but
the soul is destined to live through the countless ages of eternity. We
may, therefore, challenge the inquiry, :.md: the question may be
solemnly put to each individual, "What shall a man give in ex
change for his soul ?" How low comparatively does every thing con
nected with this life sink when contrasted with the awful realities of
the future, The Bible contains the revealed will of God, it unfolds
the plan of salvation to a lost guilty world, it is the medium through
which we are led to the knowledge of a crucified Redeemer, and
accompanied with the divine blessing it proves an infallible guide to
the paths of holiness and peace. Would it not, therefore, be deemed
~nnecessary to enter into any lengtheneddetail of the advantages result
lUg from a general diffusion ofthe Sacred Volume; surely it would only
be a repetition of an undeniable truth, that "all SC1·jpture i~ g~ven
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by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof~ foJ'
correction, for instruction in righteousness." . This blessed book
contains instruction appropriate to all classes, conditions, and cir
cUll.J.stances. It comes to every rational and res'ponsible being with
demands upon his attention and obedience with which he cannot
refuse or neglect to comply without involving himself in the deepest
guilt and danger; and who, may we ask, would conscientiously
withdraw their aid from a society whose sole and exclusive object is
the circulation of the Bible throughout every land and in every
tongue, unless there were some improper association connected there
with? The pressure of the times has been felt by all classes, more
or less, this has acted upon the lesser associations and affected the
greater, but while many sacrifices are and must be made on the score
of principle, surely something may also be curtailed to promote an
object so truly calculated to bless the recipients of its bounty. The
entrance of thy word, says David, giveth light, it giveth understand
ing to the simple. Through this society the light of divine truth
is communicated to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of
death. May it ever rank high in the estimation of all who love God's
llOly wOJ'd; let no weapon formed against it prosper; may it never
become so secularized as to lose sight of the great end for which it
was designed and instituted; may labourers come foi·th from time to
time, ready to every good word and work, willing to devote them
selves, their time, talents, and their property, as far as circumstances
will admit, to the glorious cause. Let the collector of the humble
pence and the subscriber of a larger sum cast alike their offerings
into the sacred treasury. And ·may all who are officially connected
with these societies bear in mind the responsible situation in which
they stand, as stewards and almoners of those means which the
Christian world at large has placed at their disposal. May they be
men of prayer and of sound wisdom, coveting no man's gold or
silver, nor seeking human applause, but zealously discharging the
high and sacred duties which devolve upon them as men and as
Christians...

CORRESPONDENCE.

March 24,
REV. Sm,-I take the liberty of sending- you the enclosed New Church

Catechism, which I believe now is being' circulated in opposition to our
Scriptural Church Catechism, hoping if it is not too much to ask of you
to review this Catechism in yom excellent periodica.!, the" Gospel Maga
zine, or Church of Eng'land Advocate." "That a different lesson do Disscn
ters teach in this day to what their forefathers laught,-J allude to Matthew
Henry, Baxll'J', Dodrirlgc,-who, in~tead of poisoning' the minds of the peo-

• The abo\'e was written previous to it being g-enerally known 01' believed. that
Socinians were connected with the British and Foreign Bible Society. It is sin.
cerely hoped that an alteration will be made in its present constitution.
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pIe against the Church of Eng-land established in this land, said they held
all their relig'ious privileg-es by it; but the only remedy for this great evil is
to extend, by every possible means, the National Church.

1 remain, Sir, your humble servant,
A CONSTANT READER, T. H.

A LITTLE WESLEYAN FOX DETECTED WITH HIS HEAD TOWARD

THE CHURCH OF ROME, AND HIS TAIL LASHING THE CHURCH

OF ENGLAND.

Bexley, Kent, March 27, IB40.
REVEREND GENTJ,E~mN.-This morning a 'Vesleyan local preacher

(whose arg'uments like himself are cold as WINTER) distinctly and delibe
rately stated to me, that" l1e 'Would 1'atl1e7' become a Romctn Catholic than
believe the doct7'ines of election and 1'ep1'obation, and the othe1' doct7'ines con
tained in the thi1·ty-nine a7'ticles of the ChU7'ch of England,. and also that those
(I?·ticles wm'e the ca'l/se of tl1e ~tnusqfidness ofthe Ch~/1'ch of Englrznd."

As 1 consider it is my duty, at all times and in aH places, to defend accord
ing to my ability, the doctrines contained in the Articles and Creeds of the
Church of Eng'land, 1 attacked the i1'-nvcnnd Wesleyan with quotations
from the Holy Scriptures, but he was angry, and walked from me.

Inow declare, that had 1 the tong'ue of an angel with a voice like thunder,
I ~hould be delighted in declaring' those doctrines which the 'Vesleyan
ltespised, and that I had rather SC1'VC as a deacon of the Church of Eng'land
than I would 7'cign as Pope of Rome, or an elde7' of the 'Vesleyan Dissenters.

I am, re,'. gentlemen,
A THOROUGH-BRED EVANGELICAL TERRIER.

To the Editors of the" GospellVIagazine,
or Church of England Advocate."

POETRY.

No. 5.

ON OUR OWN IMPERFECTIONS.

W HJI,E in the flesh, I often feel
Infirmities arise:

Anti, in my heart, temptations steal,
To draw me from the skies.

'Vhat feebleness at duty's call!
vVhat fickleness of n1ind!

How slow to pray, if pray'r at all
Can find me so inclin'd!

Deep war~ my inward members fire,
I groan beneath tbe load;

My closet hears me, when retire,
Cry out-my God !-Iny God!
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Like Peter on the surface calm,
I venture on the wave;

Then doubts arise with dread alarm,
But Jesus comes to save.

Lord teach me to depend on thee,
And walk by faith alone;

Let me enjoy salvation free,
And he with thee at home.

ON THE INTERCESSION OF CHRIST.

DI'AR SayiOllr, thou hast made me know,
What thon didst on earth below,

To save my soul from hell:
Thou diedst that I mig-ht live with thee,
In joy through all eternity,

'l'hy wond'rons love to tell.

o grant me fnll assurance here;
And hee my soul from slavish fear;

Helpme to live by faith:. '
Lord take thy servant's cause in 'hand,
And answer justice's strict demand,

By pleading- thine own death.

And tho' in heaven above thou art,
Protect mc, Lord, from Satan's dart,

And shield me from his pow'r:
Subdue the reign of inbred sin,
Let Jesus rule and reign within,

Upholding- every hour.

o holy Spirit, heav'nly dove,
Diffuse new life, and peace, and love,

To sanctify my heart:
Let grace expel the tyrant quite,
And shed sweet rays of cheering light,

Dear spirit ne'er depart.

A HYMN FOR THE SABBATH DAY.

HA Il.! ha.llow'd Sabbath, day's sweet dawn,
W'hen death's grim fangs were rent in twain;

And Jesus rose, the tomb's first born,
With sovereign right to hold his reign.

This day the saints rejoice to meet,
And praise the sacrificial Lamb;

Their converse is supremely sweet,
In presence of the great I AM.

The word of gTace delights their hearts,
They feed on Gospel manna giv'n;

Each with his darling idol parts,
And worships Christ the God of heav'n.
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The faithful, sweet foretastes, receive,
Of those delights, which flow on high j

And while they sojourn here, they live,
To join the ransom'd in the sky.

Christ is their g'uide thro' life's dark way,
At death he holds their soul's secure;'

And when they leave this house of clay,
W'ith Him they dwell for ever sure.

:REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF BOOKS.
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Apostolical Inst1'1wtion ememplijied in
the FiTSt Epistle Geneml of St.
John. Published by R. B. Seely
and W. Burnside: and sold by L.
and G. Seely,Fleet Street, London,
1840.
THIS is a very excellent commen

tary of the two first chapters of St.
John's First Epistle. The book is a
very neatly-printed volume, contain
ing' about four hundred and thirty
pag'es of as good matter as have ap
peared latelyin the form of Scriptural
interpretation. The theolog'y is or
thodox and convincing, presented to
the mind in so pleasing' a manner as
to win upon the affections of the
heart. 'We hope the remaining part
of the epistle will also appeal', in a
second volume, as they will form a
very excellent work for family read
ing. We hope the hook will meet
with that encouragement which it
deserves.

Plain Se?'molls on Subjects P?'actical
and P?'ophetical. By the Rev.
A. l\1'CA UI" D.D. Published by
vVertheim, 14, Paternoster Row,
Lundon; and by W ight and Dewe,
Cheltenham. 1840.
DR.1WCAUI.'s well known biblical

knowledg'e of the original Scriptures,
and his orthodox sentiments as a
clergyman of the Church of Eng'
land, lead one to expect something
of l\ superior cast, both in matter,
manner, and interest; and in penIS
ing these discourses this expectation
is not disappointed, but fullygratified.
1f scriptural views, chaste language,
earnest appeals, and convincing ar
gument can recommend these ser
mons, then we think the purchaser
of this elegantly printed volume will

be repaid for his obtaining and read
ing the same. The volume contains
fourteen sermons on the following'
subjects :-1, poverty and riches; 2,
jndg'ment and mercy; 3, national
piety the condition of national pros
perity; 4, Christ before Pilate; 5.
the rule of God's righteous judg
ment; 6, the prophetic song of Za
charias; 7, the future glories of Je
rusalem; 8, the glory of Jerusalem
the light of the world; !J, prayrr for
the second advent; 10, the blessecl
hope; 11, continued; 12, the Scrip
ture doctrine of Church and State;
13, advice and consolation; 14, our
duty towards the Jewish people.
These topics are all handled with
learned skill and scriptural conect
ness. The book contains three hun
dred and seventy-six pages of typo
gTaphical beauty and interesting' di
vinity.

Faith and Pmctice; 801'?n012s. Bv
the Rev. S. GOMPC:RTZ, B.A., lato
Curate of Lambourn, Essex; now
Minister of Chalford Episcopal
Chapel, Gloucestershire. Pub
lished by B. 'Vertheim, 14, Pater
noster Row, London. 1840.
TH~;sE are the best and soundest

discourses wc have lately seen. They
strictly agree with the articles of the
Church of England, and prove their
author to be preaching what he has
sworn to promulgate. Would to God
that all our clerg'Y would do the same,
for then both popery and dissent
would be looked nut of countenance
by our Apostolical. Church. They
are most scriptural and salutary in
their doctrines, and sanctifying in
their tendency. They are sent forth
" with fervent supplication that the
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Almighty Spirit will renderthem suu
servient to his own glorious work."
And they are the very scrmons which
we have every scriptural reason
to expect that he will extensi"ely
bles~. On the doctrine of redemp
tion, in the second sermon, the au
thor says, " Jehovah's redeemed fa
milyconsists of all who shall be found
to he in Christ; hence the transg-res
sions and sins of all who shall be
found not to be included in this fa
mily, are not blotted out; and arc
not hlotted out, hecause not being' in
Christ, they are not justified by his
grace. Theirtransgrcssionsand sins
remain upon them, and eve!" shall re
main; and not being' in Christ, nei
ther clothed in his righteousness,
they can neyer behold God as a re
conciled Father in Christ. None but
those whose robes arc wasbed white
in the blood of Christ can have peace
in time, or glory in eternity." And
then, in the ninth sermon, he says,
respecting' the sO"ereignty of God in
salvation, "The sovereignty of God,
as manifested and vouchsafed towards
his people, is the foundation of all
the great and precious promises which
his word contains. Free grace, and
not free will, is the ground-work of
our redemption; it is the rise. and
spring' of all those spiritual blessings
of which we are made partakers. Our
love to God is the result of his love
towards us; if he please to set his
love upon any, they 101'e him; and
they are irresistibly led to do so in
spite of all earthly opposition. "They
shall call upon me," is the divine de
cree, "and I will answer," is the
gracious promise. The Lord draws
with the bands of love, and when he
sets his love upon any there is no
resisting him. This is the founda
tion of the praises of his saints."
These two short quotatiolls are quite
enough to sIlOw what kind of divillity
these truly orthodox discourses con
tain. All persons renewed by the
Holy Ghost will at once see, in read
ing only one of these sermons, how
scriptural are their opinions, how
holy their influences, and how calcu
lated to bring' glory toGod and Christ
they are, beyond thousands of the ]lO

pular efl'usions of this present sickly

age. We heartily recommen d them
to our readers.

-(

Knowledge and Love compm'ed. In
two Pa1·ts " 1. Offalsely pTetended
Knowledge. 2. Of t1'ue saving
Knowledge and Love. By the
Rev. Richard Baxter. London.
S. Cornish, & Co., 126, Newgate
Street, pp. 216.
THIS is a reprint of a scarce little

book, containing' many excellent
things; and thoug'h we do not like
Baxter's writing's much, especially
some of them, );et we must say that
there is a gTeat deal in this little
volume which iJ1(luces us to give it
our approbation and good wishes. It
is a very choice little treasure, and
only wants knowing to be generally
received.

Original (Tospel Hymns, suited to
God's elect Family, or the Seed
1'oyal of Heaven. By William
Cook. Cbeltenham, published by
J. Broom, 46, St. Gem"ge's Street;
and London, by R. Grool1lbridge,
6,Panyer Alley, Paternoster Row.
1839. pp. 324.
TrlEsE hymns contain some g'ood

theology, with miserable poetry; but
the latter may, perhaps, be tolerated
for the sake of the former.

Pe1'sonal Rifor?n. By the Rev. VV.
Hofacker, Deacon of St. Leonard's
Church at Stuttgart. Translated
from the German. London, pub
lished by B. Wertheim, 14, Pater
noster Row. pp. 31.
THIS sermon clearly shews the in

stability and unsatisfactoriness of all
the boasted reform so much talked
about at the present day; and that
because the chief thing is left out,
namely, true religion; and that all
education will fail of producing any
beneficial or lasting results that is not
built upon Christ and his gospel. It
is a simple setting forth of Christ as
the author of all good, national and
personal, who only can give happi
ness and life here, and eternal g'lory
hereafter. It is a very profitable dis
course.
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A New Church Catechism, fOl' lite Use

ofBl'itish Prolesta?lts. Puhlished
by Itichanl Baynes, Paternoster
ROil', London.
This, like most of the dissenting

trash of the present day, is no Church
Catechism at all, but,generallyspeak-

ing', a dissenting' jesuitico-falsity, in
tended to foste)' the sin of schism, by
referring to Scri pture passages,which,
when turned unto, have nothing' what
e\'er to do with the subjects treated ot:
I t may satisfy pe1'Sonswho 7WVC1' think
for themselves, but none else.

VARIETIES.

A DISCOURSE.
(Concluded f)'om p. 185.)

ALL those things that Christians
should be careful for, together with
those that he should not be careful
for, may be tumed into so many re
quests. Then let these, your requests,
be made known unto God. He is ac
cessible at all times, and in all places;
the poorest individual, if a Leliever,
may approach his glorious majesty;
YOUI' requests must be made knuwn
unto God for several reasons.

1st, Because nune else besides Goel
is able to make you careful for no
thing, on the one hand, and careful
for many thing's, on the other. God
is not only able but willing to do all
this: this he has fully shown, in a
variety of ways, by not sparing' his
Son, but delivering him up to suffer
for us. His great ]o\'e to his people
is manifested in this: God has com·
manded us to trust in him fi)r all
things. God is more ready to Lless
us than we are to ask. He has given
us his word full of promises and
directions in all cases. 'Vhat God has
done for others he is ready to do for
us. Ill" is always watching over liS

for good, is displeased when we lIsk
little, pleased when we ask much.
God has declared that he ",ill be in
quired of to do these things for liS.

Though God has bestowed so many
blessings upon his people, he has an
infinity of blessing' in reserve. The
Christian is to make his request
known to God by prayer and SllP
plication. Prayer and supplica
tion nre nearly synonymous, hal'e
the same meaning'. He must then
make them known by prayer and
prayer, hy constant, habitual, fer
Yent prayer: God will fulfil all his
requests a~ far liS they are for h is own

No. v. VOL. t.-New Series.

g-lory and the Christian's real good.
It is written, "he will fulfil the de
sires of his people, no g'ood thing
will he withhold to them that walk
llprig·htly." No prayer ever ascend
ed to God without bringing down the
desired blessing or one equivalent to
it. "God nel'er said to the seed of
Jaeob, seek ye my face in "ain." But
we must wait God's own time for the
desired bles~ing, anel we must ask in
faith. When Sennacherib sent a
blasphemous let.ter to He~ekiah, he
received it and read it lInel went up
into the house uf Lord to spread it
before the Lord. Hezekiah prayed
before the Lord, and said " 0 Lord
God of Israel, who dwellest between
the chel'ubim~, thou art the God,
el'en tholl alone, of all the kingdoms
of the earth, thou hast made heaven
and earth. Lord, bow down thine
car and heal', open, Lord, thine eyes..
and see and heal' the word of Sen
naeherib, who hath sent to reproach
the living' God. 01'a truth, Lord, the
kings of Assyria have destroyed
the nations and their lands; now,
therefore,O Lord our God, I beseech
thee, savc thou liS out of his hand,
that all the kingcloms of the earth
Illay know that thOll art the Lord
God even thou only." (2 Kings,
xix. 14 to 19, and Isaiah, xxxvii. 14
to 20.) This was a most alarming
time, but He~ekiah resorted to the
Lord.

Isaiah was sent imll1ediatelytoHe
zekiah, saying, "Thus saith the
Lord God of Israel, that which thou
hast prayed to me against Sennache
rib, king' of Assyria, T have heard.
And it came to pass that night, that
the ang'el of the Lord went out and
smote in the camp of the Assyrians
all hundred and fourscore and the
thousa.ncl, and whell they arose early

Q
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ill the morning, behold they were all
dead corpses. Then Sennaeherib de·
parted and went and returned and
dwelt at Nineveh," thinking' that he
had escaped. But thoug'h Senna
eherib escaped for the present, as he
was worshipping in the house of Nis
roch his God, insteac] of ])rostrating
himself before the God of Hezekiah,
who had destroyed his army, A
drammelech and Sharezer, his own
sons, smote him with the sword.
At the prayer, you see, of one man,
Sennaeherib and onc hundred and
eighty.five thousand of his army fell.
Daniel praved unto his God three
times a day: \Ve have seen the ef
fects: the lions did not injure him.
David spent much of his time in this
exercise. "Elias," saith St. James,
v. 17 and 18, "was a man subject to
like passions a, we are, and he prayed
earnestly that it mig'ht not rain, and
it rained not on the earth by the
space of three years and six months:
and be prayed again, and the heavens
gave rain ltnd the earth brought forth
bel' fruit." The prayer of the mean
est Christian is as acceptable to God
as that of llezekiah was. \Ve arc
commanded to pray without ceasing,
and

" Satan trembles when he sees,
The weakest saint upon his knees." ,
Seeing', then, the gTcat effects of

prayer, let it he our care to he much
exercised therein. J shall refer once
1Il0re to DaJliel, iI" 20, &c. "\Vhilst
J was spcaking', praying, and con
fessing my sin (thongh he was one of
the holiest men that ever Jived), and
tbe sin of my people Israel, and pre·
senting my supplication hefore tbe
Lord my God, for the holy mountain
of my God; yea whilst I was speak
ing in prayel', el'en the man Gabriel,
"'hom I had seen in tbe vision at the
beg'inning, being caused to tlyswiftly,
tOllched me about the time of the

. el'ening oblation. And he informed
, me, and talked with mc, and said, 0
Daniel, I am now come forth to give
thee skill and understanding; at the
bt'ginning' of thy ~upplientionB the
commandment eame forth, and 1. am
come to shall' thee; for thou art
greatly belol'ecl." You sec here, at
the I'ery beginning' of l1is supplica
tion, Goel beg'an to anSII'er, and sent

his angel to inform him of his dcsign~.

And, in x. 9, he says, that" he Was
asleep on his face, and behold a hand
touched me, which set me upon my
knees and upon the palms of my
hands, and he said unto me, 0 Daniel,
a man greatly beloved, understand
the words that I speak unto thee and
stand upright; for unto thee am I now
sent: and when he had spoken these
words unto me, I stood trembling,
then said he unto me, fear not Daniel,
for from the first day that thou didst
set thine heart to understand, and to
chasten thyself before thy Goel, thy
words were heard." From this "'e
learn, that from the very time in
which everyone sets his heart to un
derstand, anel begins to chasten him.
self before Goel, his words are heard
by God.
" Were half the breath that's vainly spent

To heaven in supplications sent,
Our cheerful songs would oftener be,

Hear what the Lord has done for me."
We are not only to make ollr requests
known unto God by prayer and sup
plication, but with thanksg'i\'irig, says
tI,e apostle. Here is another field
for the Christian. He will be thank
ful for Christian preservation, for re
demption, for the means of grace
and for the hope of glory. He will be
filled with thanksgiving' for the pri.
vilege of making' his requests known
nnto God by praye.· and snpplieation.
Dayid (Ps. cix. 62, 164) says, "At
midnight J will rise and give thanks
unto thee, because of thy righteous
judgments." This ,,'as in addition to
the seven times a day that be tells us
he praised God. How often do we
heal' David inviting' the people of
God, saying', " 0 g'ive thanks unto
the Lord for he is good, because his
mercy endureth for ever." This will
be the language and practice of every
Christian who has tasted of the merey
of God. Daniel not only prayod,
but gave thanks before his Goel. How
often do we find St. Paul thanking' his
God for himself and for othcrs. 1st.
For himself, "0 wretched man,"
says he, "that I am, who shall de
liver me from the body of this death;"
then he adds, " I thank God throug'h
.Jesus C1,rist." (Rom. vii. 25.) Here
it may and should be observed, that
not only are our prayers not accept-
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able to God, bllt thl'oug'h Jesus Christ,
so neither arc our thanksgiving.
"I tbank God," says St. Paul,
" through Jesus Christ." (l 'rim. i.
12.) " !"thank Jesus Christ our Lord,"
&c. &c. Hcre St. Paul thanks Jesus
Christ, a proof of his divinity., He
thanks God also for others (Phil. i.
3.) " I tbank my God," says he to the
Phillippians, "upon every remem
brance of you, always, and in every
prayer of mine for you all, making
request with joy for yoUI' fellowship
in the Gospel from the first day until
now. Being' confident of this very
thing that he who hath beg'un a good
work in you will perform it until the
day of Jesus Christ," &c. &c. In 2
'l'hess. i. 3, ag'ain, " We arc bound
to thank God always for you, bre
thren, as it is meet, because that your
faith groweth exceedingly, and the
charity of everyone of you all to
wards eaph other aboundeth" and (I
Cor. i. 4.) " I thank my God always
on your behalf for the grace of God
which is g'iven you by Christ Jesus;"
and of Philemon, a sing'le individual,
he says, "J thank my God, making
mention of thee always in my prayers,
]]earing of that love and faith which
thou bast toward the Lord J eSllS, and
tOlntrd all saints." The practice,
then, of the people of God has al ways
l,een to be much occupied in confes
sion and prayer and thanksgiving.

How seldom do we hear, in the
present day, thanks returned for
mercies received. This was not the
practice of the primitive Churches.
It was not the custom of the Church
at J'hilippi; if it had been the apostle
would not hm'e said to them: " He
joicc in the Lord illways, and ag'ain I
say, rejoice. (Phi!. iI'. 4). The re
ligion of St. Paul was very difl'erent,
otherwise he would not have had to
say, " Thanks be to God, who always
causeth us to triumph in Christ, and
maketh manifest the savour by us in
every place." (2 Cor. ii. 14.) Each
of us might triumph in Christ as well
as St. Paul, if we served him as he
d.id. Before J leave this suhject of
thanksgiving, I will refer you to 2
Chron: I'. At the dedication of the
temple all the congregation were as
sembled, and the priest had entered;
(la v.) " And it came to pass as the

trumpeters IInd singers were as one
to make onc sound to be heard in
praising and thanksg-iving to the
Lord, and when they lifted up their
voice with the trumpets and cymbals,
and instruments of music, and praised
the Lord saying, for he is good, for
his mercy endureth for ever;" that
then the very moment that they
thanked and praised the Lord, the
" house was filled with a cloud, even
the house of the Lord." (14.) So
bright and glorious was the cloud
that the priests could not stand to mi
nister by reason of the cloud, for tbe
Lord had filled the house of God.

Now, thoug'h we must not expect
the cloud of glory, yet we may expect
the Lord of life and g-lory, who is
ready to bless us now, if we fi'om the
heart are able to sing, "praised be
the Lord for he is good, for his mercy
endureth for ever." My Christian
friends, then, "Be careful for no
thing, but in every thing by prayer
and supplication with tbllllksgiving',
make YOUI' requests known unto
GOd; and the pcace of God which
passeth all understanding- shall keep
YOUI' hearts and minds throu~h Christ
Jesus." Here is a delightful and a
g-torious promise, a rich reward to be
enjoyed in this present life. It is
absolute; you shall enjoy this pcace,
since you seek it. It is called the
peace of God because it comes from
God, God is its author. I t is called the
peace of God, because it is the pur
chase of the blood of the Son of God.
His called the peace of God, because it
is wrought in the heart of the believer
by the Spirit of God. It is part of the
legacy of Christ to everyone of his
people: "In the world ye shall have
tribulation, but in me ye shall have
peace." (John, xvi. 33.) "Peace I
leave with you, my peace I give unto
you, not as the world giveth, give I
unto you: let not your heart be trou
bled, neither let it be afraid." The
world can neither giye this peace nor
take it away. Solomon (Pl'ov. xiv. 10.),
speaking of the righteous, saith, "a
strang-er intermeddleth not with his
joy." This peace which passeth all
understanding cannot be described,
is only known by tbose who possess
it. (Horn. v. 1.) " Being justified by
faith we havepeace with God through

Q 2
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our Lord Jesus Christ." This peace
is also a pledge of everlasting peace
in heaven The effects of this peace
i'n life are to keep the heart and mind
through Christ Jesus. This peace
will keep the heart and mind from all
evil. All the faculties of the soul will
be restored, the understanding, which
was darkened is illuminated, the will
which was perverse is reduced to
obedience, and is in unison with that
of God. ]Hun lost much by the fall,
but he has gained infinitely more by
Christ. This peace which passeth
allunderstanding and keeps the heart
and mind, not through ourselves, but
Christ. Of ourselves we can do no
thing; but we ean do all thing's
through Christ that streng-theneth us.
Our salvation is not all of ourse]ycs;
but from first to last of the sovereign
unmerited merey, and favour of God
through Christ "Jesus; to him he all
the praise.

I shall in eonelusion address a few
\I'ords to the immoral and profanl'.
To you I cannot say be careful for
nothing. God has not promised you
one sing'le blessing. It is written
(Deut, xxviii. 15,) " It shall ctlme to
pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto
the voice of the Lord thy God, and
obsel'l'e to do all these command·
ments and his statutes, that all these
curses shall come upon thee. Cursed
shalt thou be in the city, and cursed
shalt thou be in the field, cursed shalt
be thy basket, and thy store, cursed
shalt be the fruit of thy body, and the
frnit of thy land, the increase of thy
kine, and the flocks of thy sheep,
cursed shalt thou be when thou
comest in, and cursed shalt thou be
when thou g'oest out. The Lord shall
send upon thee cursing, and vexation
and rebuke, and all that thou settest
thine hand unto for to do: until thou
be destroyed, and until thou perish
quickly, because of the wickedness of

- thy doings, whereby thou hast for·
saken me." And all this should be
but the prelude to thy sorrows. To
you I cannot say, the peace of God
shall keep your hearts and minds,
but the wrath of God is hovering
over you. The wicked shall be turned
into hell, aud everyone who forget
teth God must endure the eternal
wrath of God. (Psalm vii. 12.) "If

he turll not, saith the Psaltllist, God
will whet his sword; he hath bellt
his bow and made it ready; he hath
also prepared for them the arrows of
death; he ordaineth his aJ'l'ows
against the perseeutors. T here is
no peace, saith my God, for the
wicked." But now is the time to re
pent and seek for salvation.

Second. To the self rig·hteous. I
cannot say be careful for nothing to
you. Your self righteonsness will be
insufficient for you. Nothing but the
righteousness of Christ will be snffi·
cient to hide you fl'Om the vengeance
of God. There is no other name
given under heaven, hut that of Christ
by which men can be saved. Other
foundation ean no man lay than that
is laid, which is Jesus ·Christ. (1
Cor. iii. 11.) It is only those who
are ignorant of God's righteousness
who go ahout to establish their own
righteousness, and do not suhmit to
the rif;hteousness of God. To such
there is no solid peace. Seek for the
righteousness of Christ.

Third. To the people of God.
How blessed is your privilege; yet
how far do you live beneath it. God
would have you to be eareful for no
thing, yet many of you, perhaps most
of you, perhaps all of you, are care
ful of too many things-take too
much thought for the morrow. Let LlS

pray to Christ to remove these fears
and cares, and to increase our faitb.
You will never weary God by suppli.
cating him. Be exceedingly careful
to be careful for nothing, that you
may have more pleasure in religion
and in serving the Lord. Soon your
time for prayer and supplication will
for ever pass away. Delight your·
selves in the Lord, and he will givc
yOIl the desires of your hearts. Amcn,
amen.

ADDRESS FROM THE FINSBURY OPE

RATIVE PROTESTANT ASSOCIATION.

To our brother Operatives in Eng.
land, Scotland, and "Vales.

Brothel' Operatives!-'\" I.' address
you on matters of great moment
on matters deeply connected with
our comfort and peace in this world,
and our eternal happiness in the
world to come. We address you on
matters which concern not only onr-
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s~i1-~s, uut our I\-i\'es, our sist.ers, our
parents, and our children.

The interests of Eng-Iand are :,t
,take-all we love aud l'enCI'at.e is
threatelJNI; and, therefore, with all
the solemnity of a high and Christian
duty, we address you in the calm and
sober words of truth, but in language
fervent and earnest.

\V I' entreat of you a fair, candid,
and dispassionate hearing. 'Veim
plore you to ponder deliherately what
we say; and we beseech the AI
mig'hty Father of us all to bless, di
rect, and guide you tu a right con
clusion. May the Spirit of our God
and Sal'iour rest mig'htily upon you,
enable )'OU to walk in his pure and
holy light, and, with all the sacred
energ'y of his gracious influences,
nerve YOUI' lH'art and hand to the
duty tliat lies before you.

Popery, the dreadful curse of every
nation in which she gains supreme
power, is now struggling for the
mastery among'st us. Popery, which
in the days of Queen Mary shed
freely the blood of operatives like
ourselves, for no other crime than
]o"i ng the Lord Jesus Christ, and
boldly maintaining his truth, is daily
gaining marc and more power in our
ti'ec and happy land-power which
she would douutless use ag-ain tor
the same murderous purposes. Po
pery, which murdered John Huss,
after granting' him a safe pll':sport
Popery, which massacred, in cold
blood, thousands of P1'otestants at
Paris, on St. Bartholomew's day, and
struck a medal to commcmorate the
wholesale murder-Popery, which
slew thousands upon thousands of
the innocent \Valdenses-which put
to tortnre and to death tens of thou
sands by means of the Inquisition
this yery sallle Popery has sct up her
persecuting laws against us in these
dominions, and on Iy wants the power
to put them into force - Popery,
which fitted out the Spanish Armada,
und freighted the vessels with rods of
iron, thumbscrews, and other cruel
instruments of torturc with which to
torment and destroy our forefathers
-POpeTy, which, in IG·ll, stilTed up
a great robellion in Treland, in which
Illany thou'ands of Protestants were
barharously murdered, is again plot-

ting, SC1}(:'lnin~·, and organlzlng' bel'
deadly plans of treason anfl sedit.ion
in Ireland-Popery, which tried, by
thc no(oriuus g'unpowder plot, to
blow up King, Lords, and Commons
at a stroke, is again attempting to
destroy the defences to the Throne,
and the institutions of the country.
Her plans are deep laid, with marve"!
lous forethoug-ht and profound sag-a·
city; her vig'our is unabated, and
gathers strength progressively. She
makes use of every instrument that
presents itself-avails herself of
every fa\'Durable opportunity that
occurs. Step by step she steadily
ad,'ances; her assaults become more
bold, powerful, and incessant; her
proud and impious claims are urged
with increasing audacity, and she
hesitates not to tell us that ill a very
few short years every free- born Eng
lishman shall again become the slave
of the Popc.

Brothel' Operatil'es! with these
facts before us, and knowing' from
her own lips that Popery is un
ebange<J, and therefore as cruel and
persecuting as ever, we cannot look
upon the rapid stridcs she has lately
made towards power in this Protest
antland without great fear and alarlll.
We behold her chapels for idol wor
ship springing- up in el'cry direction
-her power in the I·Iouse of Com
mons fearfully gTcat--her influence
at Court alarmingly manifest. \Ve
see, with gTief and shame, her Col.
leg'e at Maynooth, in Ireland, receil'
ing £8,924 of the publie money every
year. \Ve hayc seen, within the last
month, with deep and heartfelt sor
row, auother of her colleg'es, viz.
St. lVlary, Oscott, in England, re
ceiving' a charter fi'om the Qllccn.

Brother Operatives! thesc things fill
us with serious alarm, for \\'e know
well that Popery is "the curse of na
tions," and has always brought with
her, wherever she has come, ruin, mi·
sery, and persecution. But this is not
all, neithe I' is this the thing' that g-ives
us thc gTeatest uneasiness, or that
fills our minds with the most pungent
grief, fear and apprehension. In the
midst of all these evils, hrother ope
rati,'es, with Popery coming like a
deluge, bringing in its train every
imaginnble el·il_!he Pl'Otest':lIlts of
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Eng'land arc asleep-asleep, with the
volcano heaving' b~neath t.hem, ready
to explode and bury them in its ashes.
This, thiR, brother operati"es, is the
most dangerous of all the fearful
"sig'ns of the times." The majority
of British Protestants appeal' to be
almost blind to their dang'ers, care
Jess of their privileges, ancl heedless
of the host of enemies that are hand
ed against them. 'Ve sce on all sides
open and reckless immorality: So
cialism and every kind of blasphemy
and infidelity running like torrents
of water down our streets. And in
the midRt of it all - where are the
souls faithful to truth? 'Where are
the zealous servants of God striving
and protesting against these"abound
ings of iniquity?" \Vhere are the
noble witnesses for Christ, clothed
with zeaJ as a cloak, lifting up their
voices with strength, vindicating the
injured cause of their Divine Master?
Where are the true and patriotic
souls who" sigh and cry for the abo
minations of the land?" W'e scarce
Jy know where to find them. They
are few, scattered and divided. In
stead of gTeat, earnest, constant, and
united e/forts to stem the torrent, we
see only here and there a solitary in
dividual struggJing in the strength of
God to defend the peI'iIIed cause of
truth, and stave off the mighty tide
of national desolation.

Brother Operatives! oug'ht this to
be? \Ve put it to the conscience of
everyone of you -ought this to be ?
Ought God to he thus insulted, Christ
thus despised, derided, and blasphem
ed; his g·!orious Gospel thus shame
fully vilified, by Papists, Socialists,
and other Infidels, and we standing
by? Ought the liberties of English
men to be thus threatened-our rights
to be thus invaded - the peace and
security of our wives, our children,
and our children's children, thus en
dang'ered by the prosecuting system
of Popery, and the demoralizing
system of Socialism?

Brother Operatives! we know you
arc t.oo g'enerous, too warmly attached
to yonr domestic comforts, too pater
n,dly fond of your offspring', to he
inacLil'e. You will not-you dare
not -- permit this tide of desola
tion to sll'cep over your hearths

and the safeg-uards of society unop
posed.

Brothel' Operat.ives; we feel con
vinced you love your Bibles too well
to permit t.hem to be torn from your
gTasp ; you know t.he value of that
precious chart.er of saJvation too well
quietly t.o permit any system to gain
power, which would use t.hat power
to deprive your offspring of that glo
rious Gospel. vVe know right. well
that you merely want information;
you only require, as wc did, to have
these thing-s point.ed out to you, to
engag'e heart and hand in theg-Iorious
work of opposing- A ntichrist, and
beat.ing- back the delug'e of Popery
and Infidelit.y which threatens to de
stroy our once happy land.

Brother Operat.ives! wc feel snre
that you love and l'cverence yOLLI'
God, the God ofBritain, too devoutly
not to come forward boldly, " quit
yourselves like men," and "cont.enil
earnestly for the faith once delivered
to the saint.s." We trust. that. you
love your Lord and Saviour too fer
vent.ly not to confess him faithfully
and serve him truly in t.hese days
"oftrouble, rebuke, and blasphemy."
We call upon you, then, brother
operatives, with all the affect.ion of a
common brotherhood-one with you
in truth-one with you in occupation
-one with you in creed - bound t.o
you with the closest ties that can
bind man t.o man; with one common
faith, one baptism, one God and Fa
ther of us all-one with you in our
temporal duties, and in our hope of
a glorious immortalit.y. We call
upon you, brother operatives, by your
zeal for your God and Saviour; by
your reverence for the Bible; your
love to your country, your wives,
and children, your attachment to
your civil and religious liberties;
YOllr loyalty to your Queen; your
pity, love, and compassion for your
poor deluded Roman Catholic bre
thren, t.o be up and stining-to unite
-" Arm yourselves with the whole
armour of God," and be "valiant
for the truth."
. We do not summon you to per
{'mu a task fi'om I\'hich in slot.hful
ness we ourselves would shrink. \\Te
arc willing, with God's help, to spend
and bc spent in this work. 'Ve al'e
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Protcstants from rational conviction
-Protestants upon principlc-oper
ativcs by occupation. We find the
consolations of tbe Gospcl our sup
port in affliction, our solace in adver·
sity, the soother of our cares, the
slVeetener of our dail y toils, the soft
quieter of our anxicties and fears;
and we know that they will be our
comfort and support in death. We
cheerfully carn our hread by the
sweat of our brow, cheered iu our
daily work by the abundant love of
our compa~sionateGod and Saviour;
and while we learn fi'om our pure
and undefiJed rclig'ion the duty and
the privilege of labouring' for our
sustenance, and are taught that the
Christian operative is as acceptable
to God as the Christian monarch or
the pious nobleman, our principlcs
lead us to be operative and energetic
in defence of our rcligion. 'Ve have
formed ourselves into a Society for
mutual edification, to rcceive at
monthly meetings information on
these vital mattcrs, and to arm our·
selves with arguments and facts with
which to refute the falsehoods of the
enemies of our' Gor! and of his truth.
'Ve call upon you to do the same.
We warn you, brother operatives,
that Popery unresisted will soon be
Popery rampant. She cannot. be
she will never be, content with any
thing short of undivided power over
every man's body, soul, and spirit.
Our enemy is formidable -our dan
g'er is imminent-hut the strength in
which we stand, the weapons with
which we war, are mighty, spiritual,
and never yet failed the man who
trusted in them. 'Ve stand in the
gTace of the Lord JesusCbrist, who
is omnipotent. We take the Bible
for our weapon, which we know to
be etern al truth, the word of the
living- God, " sharper than a two
edg'ed sword," ~gainst which no form
of error, however subtle, no anti
Christian power, however formid
able, ever yet prevailed.

Committing you to God, who is
able to make all grace abound to
wards you, and to render you fruit
ful in every g'ood word and work;
humbly praying that the words we
addrcss to you in much feebleness,
butwith equal earnestness and stron!l'

affection, may bc blcssed with tbelife
giving' cnerg'yofthe IIolyGhost, an(l
sorcdoLlud to the g'lory of God and the
spiritual benefit of our fcllow-men.

"~Ye remain, Brother Operatives,
your affectionate bretbren in Christ.

Office of the Finsbury Operati"e
Protcstant Association, 3, Princes
Street, Finshllry.

CI,ERGY IU:SEHVES IN OANADA.

To the Right Hon. the Lords Spiri
tual and Temporal in Parliament
assembled.

The humble Petition of the Society
for tho Propagation of the Gospel
in Foreign Parts:
Showeth,-That from the earliest

period of our colonial history, a de
sire has been professed by the go
vernment of Great Britain to pro
vide for Divine worship and religious
instruction in the colonies, and that
the public faith has been solemnly
pledged to the discharg'e of this im
pOltant duty.

1'1)at in the year 1701 the Society
for the Propagation of the Gospel
was incorporated for tbe express
purpose of assisting in th.e accom·
plishment of these great objects, and
from that time to the present day has
been engaged in the building of
churehes and maintenancc of clergy
men throughout the foreign depen
dencies of the cmpire.

That in pursuance of the measures
adopted and recommended by the
society, episcopal sees have been
erected in Nova Scotia and Canada,
and, more recently, in the West In
dies, in Upper Canada, and in N ew
foundland j and that the Church of
England has been recog'nized as the
established church in the colonies.

Thatfrom the time when the Cana
dian provinces werc coded to the Bri
tish orown, public attention has been
persevering'Jy directed to the mainte
nance of a Protestant clerg'y in those
extonsivc territories, as will be seen
by referring' to the royal insl,mctions
to the governors of the province, and
morc especially to the acts of parlia
ment for the better government of
Canada, passed in the years 1774
and 1791. That the last-mentioned
statute, having' recited that his ma
jesty had heen graciously pleased, b~'
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message to both houses of parlia
ment, to express his roval desire to
be enabled to make a permanent
appropriation of land in the said
provinces, .. in such manner '" may
best conduce to the due andsufficient
5upport and maintenance of a Pro
testant clerg'y within the said pro
Yinces, in proportion to such increase
as may happen.in the population
and cultivation thereof," enacted,
that no grant of land should Le valid,
unless one, seven th part thereof
shoul.d be allotted and appropriated
for the support and maintenance of
a Protestant clcrg'Y; and that the
profits arising- from such lands
" should bc applicable solely to the
maintenancc and support of a Pro
testant dergy within the province in
which the same shall be situated, and
to no other use or purposc whatso
ever."

That in thc year 1819 his majesty's
law officers gave an opinion relati ve
to the rents and profits of the c1crgy
rescrves in the Canadas, in which
they state, that "they think that the
governor would be justified in ap
plying' such rents and profits to the
maintenan.ee and support of clergy
of the Church of Scotland, as well
as those of thc Church of England,
but not to the support and mainte
nance of ministers of Dissenting
Protestant congregations." ,

That, in consequence of the ur
gent spiritual wants of the colonies,
and the insufficiency of the proceeds
of the clergy reserves to meet the
expense of maintaining' an adequate
number of clergymen, annual parlia
mentary grants were voted for that
purpose, and the distribution of them
in trusted to this society.

That upon the discontinuancc of
such grants in the year 1831, the
society was encouraged by govern
ment to keep up the full number of
clergymen then in connexion with
it; and, as regarded elergymcn who
had been employed prcviously to
that year, a specific agreement was
made for the payment of three
fourths of the salaries of those sta
tioned in Upper Canada and Nova
Scotia, from funds under the control
of government, on condition that
such as were stationed in Lowcr Ca-

nada, Np.w Brunswick, Princc Ed·
ward's Island, and Newfoundland,
should receive payment in the same
proportion from the society. And,
although there was no arrangement
equally definitc respecting their
successors, or any additional clergy.
man whose senices might be re
quired in settlements not provided for
before. the year 1831, it was an
nounced to the society in that year,
by his lute majesty's princip~l secre
tary of state for the coloJl1es, that
the clerg'y rescrves in the Canadas,
and thc church and school lands in
Nova Scotia and Ne,,' Brunswick,
would he so appropriated as to afford,
at no distant period, thc means of sup
port.ing a Protestant clergy in those
provinces, and t.hus relieve the so
ciety from a burden too heavy to be
bome permanently by a charitable
institution.

That, relying on thesc assurances,
thc socicty, in addition to very ex
tensive operations in the W'est In
dies and Australia, has undertaken,
since the year 1831, to engag'e and
assist in maintaining forty clel'gy
men in Upper and Lower Canada,
over and above the number employed
in those provinces at the timc of the
withdrawal of the parliamentary
grant; and that a still further addi
tion of one hundred and fifty clergy
men is required to meet the wants of
the numerous emigrants from the
mother country now settledin British
America,

That the the society has therefore
seen, with gTeat alarm and regret, a
bill rccent!y passed by the legisla.
ture of Upper Canada, enacting that
the whole of the clerg'y reserves
in that province shall be sold, and
that the proceeds of such sales, and
of sales heretofore cJi'ected under the
provisions of the act of 1827, shall
be vcsted in any securities within that
prodnce, and the interest divided
among the Churches of Eng'land and
Scotland, the Presbyterians of the
United Synod, and all other "reli.
gious bodies or dcnominations nf
Christians now recognizcd by the
constitution and laws of the pro
vince;" \\'hich are undcrstood to be
as folloll's:-

Methodists, of which t!H're are se-
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veral denomination's; Baptists, Lu
therans, Congreg'ationalists, Tun
kers, Moravians, Mennonites, Qua
kers, Independents, Roman Catho
lics.

That, without expressing any opi
nion upon the propriety of support
ing the ministers of Dissenting de
nominations from public funds, the
~oeiety regards with the deepest eon
cern the proposed departure from the
practice hitherto observed by the
British goYernment, and solemnly
sanctioned by parliament, of making
provision for the maintenance of
elerg'ymen of the Church of Eugland
in proportion to the growing popu
lation of the colonies, and thus sup
plying' the spiritual wants of her ma
jesty's subjects, who hav'e settled in
British A merica, confiding in the as
surance of the government and legis
lature, that they and their children
should he furnished with means of
religious instruction similar to those
whieh they enjoyed at home.

That, if it be thought fit to afford
relig'ious instruction to Dissenters at
the public charge, snch charg'e should
be borne by funds other than those
set apart by" parliament for the main
tenanee ofclerg'ymen of the Establish
ed Church; and that at a time when
one hundred and fifty additional eler
g'ymen are required to minister to con
greg'ations in the Canadas,and the sum
of money applieable to the mainte
nance of clergymen is insufficient to
meet the necessities of the case, it will
be highly detrimental to the interests
of our holy religion to sanction a bill
by which that sum will he reduced to
an inconsiderable pittance.

That, there are several important
questions respecting' the true mean
ing' and interpretation of the act of
1791, upon which it is desirable to
obtain the opinion of her majesty's
judges before the bill upon your lord
ships' table becomes the law of the
land.

That althoug'h by the act of 1791
power is given to the colonial legis
lature of Canada to vary or repeal,
subject to a veto on the part of either
house of the imperial parliament,
the provisions of that act for the al
lotment or appropriation of clergy

reserves, and for the erection of 'pa
rishes, grave doubts are entertained
respecting the competence. of the co
loniallegislature to interfere, in such
a manner as will divert the applica.
tion of the clergy reserves from the
purposes specifically defined in the
statute, much more to transfer a
fund provided for a Protestant clergy'
to the maintenance of the Roman
Catholic religion-an event whieh
must certainly happen if the plan
now proposed for adoption in Upper
Canada be rE'garded as a preceden t
for the· adoption of a like plan in
the Lower Provinee.

That it is also doubtful whether the
clause (41) of the aet of 1791, enabling
the pro\'ineiallegislature to vary or
repeal the provisions of that act, re
specting the allotment and appropria
tion of lands for the maintenance of
a Protestant clergy, gives them any
authority to legislate respecting lands
already allotted or appropriated, and
still more whether it empowers them
t.o apply the proceeds of lands sold
under the authority of the act of
1827 to purposes not contemplated
in that act.

That, supposing these legal ques
tions to ha,'e Leen decided in confor
mity with the sentiments of the exist
ing government of Upper Canada, it
will remaiu for your lordships to eon
siderthe justice and expediency of the
provisions 'contained in the bill re
cently transmitted from that provinee.

That, in the messag'e on the subject
of the elergy reserves addressed by
his majesty, in January, 1832, to the
House of Assemhly of Upper Cana
da, recommending them to consider
how their authority might Le used
"most advantageously to the spiritual
and temporal interests of his majesty's
faithful subjects in that province," it
,,'as declared as the result of his ma·
jesty's inquiries, that the changes
sought for in the disposition of the
clergy reserves might be carried into
effeet, "without sae~'ificing the just
elaims of the established Churches
of England and Scotland;" and the
society trusts that the claims which
were recognized so explicitly in the
year 1832 will not be overlooked at
the present time.
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That, so late as in the )'ear 1839,
two measures obtained the approba
tion of the provincial leg'islature of
Upper Canada, hy the first of whieh
it was provided that salaries of £100
a-year should be paid for fmm the
procecds of the clergy reserves to
f'ach clerg'yman of the Church of
Eng'land, resident according to cer
tain specified terms in that province;
while by the second it was provided,
that the rcserves should be sold, and
the purchase-money be paid into the
]mnds of the receiver-general of the
province, to be appropriated by the
imperial parliament to relig'ious pur
poses.

That, although the first of these
enactments, after having' passed both
the Houses of Assembly and the Le
gislative council, was subsequently
rejected in the H ouse of Assembly
by a very small majority; and the
second, when trammitted to this
country did not obtain her majesty's
assent; yet the fac't that such mea
sures were favourably entertained in
the year 1839 by the provineiallegis
lature affords a complete answer to
1hose who assume, that if the bill
now hefore parliament be rejected, it
will be impossible to obtain better,
or even as g'ood, terms for the Church
of England on any future occasion.

That tbe interposition of the pro
vincial legislature is not necessary to
the attainment of any objects sought
for by the clergy and other members
of the Church of Eng'land, who de
sire only t.hat the meaning of the act
of 1791 should be determined bv
competent authority, and its provi"
sions carried into effect accordingly.

That, after a carefnl examination
of the bill now before your lordships,
your petitioners think that it is defi
cient in everyone of the characters
by which such a measure ought to be
marked, and is constructed upon a
plan which prevents even the possi
bility of efl'ecting the objects which it
professes to have in view.

By proposing to sell the clergy re
,enes at the present time, when the
price of land in Upper Canada is
necessarily much below its intrinsic
yalue, it "gives up the great princi
ple of the act of 1791, that of making'

a provision for clergymen in propor
tion to the increasing population and
cultivation of the province.

By investing' the proceeds of fu
ture sales, and also of former sales,
under the act of 1827, " in any secu
rity within the province," it.expose~

the whole sum derived from these
sources to imminent danger, if not
to certain loss.

By dividing the payments to be
made from the interest of these in
Yestments among the ministers of all
denominat.ions of Christians recog'
nized in the province, the very prin
ciple of an established church is re
nounced, and the state proclaims
itself indifferent to the maintenance
of the doctrine and discipline of the
Church of Eng·land.

By requiring a census of the peo
ple to be taken once in every foul'
years according to their different re
ligious persuasions, the expense of
which, under a special commission,
is to be charged upon the clergy re
serves, and will swallow up a large
portion of their produce, and by en
acting that the remainder of that
produce shall be divided among the
different denominations in propor
tion to their numbers, it will cause
the incomes of the clergy to fluctuate
in a manner wholly inconsistent with
their comfort, respectability, and
usefulness, and will increase and
perpetuate tbe religious dissensions
which it is t.he professed object of
the measure to prevent; while, by
enabling any five persons int.erested
in the affairs of the various denomi
nations, and thinking themselves ag
grieved by the distribution of the
fund, to proceed in the Court of
Chancery for the redress of their
grievance, it gives encouragement to
endless litigation, and provides every
discontented individual with the
means of disturbing the public peace.

That for these and other reasons,
your petitioners, while they express
their earnest wish that some mode
may be devised for settling the diffi
cult questions connected with the
clergy reserves in Upper and Lower
Canada, are firmly convinced that no
permanent settlement of them is to
be expected from the bilt now upon
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ACHILL MISSION.

Mr. N ang'lI'J has addressed the fol
lowing letter to the editor of the
Magazine o/lVatuml Hist01',1I, which
we willing'l y insert:-

"Missionary Settlement, Aehill
Island, April 8, 1840.

" Sir,-I am indebted to the kind
ness of some anonymous correspon
dent for the following' extract Ji'om
an article entitled " Notes on Iris h
Natural History," which appeared
in the thirty-sixth number of your
magazinc, and as it contains what
seems to me very uncandid misre
presentations of the character of the
establishment wbich is entrusted to
my superintendence, I trust your
sense of justice will induce you to
publish this letter, supplying the/acts
which the writer of the articlc to
which I have alluded, has thonght fit
to suppress.

"The objectionable passage to

T'lto'l'.ICSTANT ItESISTANCETO 1'0l'ISIl

INNOV ATIONS.

(To the Editor of the RecM'd.)
Si 1', I was much interested in read·

ing' an article in the 1I1oTning Hemld
of Friday, April 3, entitled" Papal
Encroachments," and which was ex
tracted from the l'I1,ll Packet. It
concluded with the following' para·
graph, which I feel persuaded will
interest many of your readers.:-

" One cheering' indication of the
indisposition of Protestants to aban
don the establishec] rules and cere
monies of our Church, to adventure
on the ocean of Papal innovatioll, is
anuonnced by the Doncaster Clwoni
cle, when stating' that the incumbent·
0[' Sk ipton church has resigned his
incumbency, the congreg'ation re
fusing to sanction the novelties con·
dcmned by this jonrnal, and ably
denoullced by our contemporary.
That excellent prelate, the Bishop
of Ripon, has likewise discounte
nanced the crection in the diocese,
of churches on the Puseyite model;
and the utility of the Protestant
press was never more remarkably
attested, than in the results that have
filllolVcd the exposure of the unwar
rantahle innovations,"

If the ahove statement be correct,
T would congTatulate the congrega
tion of f3kipton, on having- success
fullv resisted, with true Protestant
feeling', a bold and daring' attempt
to introduce papal mummery into
the worship of a Protestant congre
g'ation. [fthey have thus acled, they
are entitled to our thanks, for having
set an example which ought to he
followed by el'ery cougTeg'ation that
may he assailed witl~ sueh attempts
to corrupt tile simplicity of Christian
worshi p. It is high time that it
should be resisted. If any clerg'y,
man abandons the reading-desk from
which it has been custonul1'y to read
the s('rvice, and thinks proper toread
it with his backto the people, let the
cong'l'pgation appeal to the Bishop,
and see whether there is not autbo-
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your lordships' table, anc] humbly rityand law enough left to compel
pray your lordships that it may not be hi 111 to turn his face ag'ain to the peo
sufferod to pass into a law. pIe and read the service hom it;;

And your petitioners will ever "accustomed place." \Vhy should
pray, &c. O\'ery Protestant feeling' be insulted

amidst the exultations of Popery?
It may appear ~ trifle to some per
sons, but to me, the least assimi la
tion of a Protestant church to a Po- .
pish mass-house, is anything' but a
trifle. Is it a trifle to tell the church
of Rome that she has been 1'ight, and
'We h.ave been W1'0l1g for almost the
last three hundred years? Is it no
thing for Protestants to witness their
minister officiating after the manner
of a Romish priest, with his Lack to
the people, and his face to tbe "al
tar?" I maintain that such Papal
encroachments ought to be resisted
by a Protestant congreg·ation. If it
is right and proper, and the boundcrl
duty of one clergyman to read the
service from a footstool and the les
sons from a lectern, it is the duty of
all. But will any of our Bishops at
p1'escnt be so bold as to insist upon it
as an "act of uniformity," or even
go so far as to set such an example?
Why, then, do they sufI'er in others
what they would scruple to do them
selves?
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'which my attention has been direct
ed is as follows :-

"'The nati'-es of Achill arc charg"
ed with being thievcs and murderers;
and if I were to place full reliance
on all I heard at the settlement they
would appear to be so. Mr. Long,
however, with everything coustantly
exposed, walls and hedges being' here
unknown,and living amongst a popu
lation from whom he has no power to
defend himself, has never lost evcn
a potatoe. I allude not to this poli
tically, but bearing in mind solely the
natnral histol")' of the island and its
capability of impro,'ement, I pro
nounce without hesitation, that if
goodness of soil, lowness of rent,
cheapness of labour, and safety of
property be recommcndations, then
no spot I have ever seen is more
likely to reward the emigrant than
the island of Achill. W ol.lld that
some unpolitical and unsectarian phi
lanthropists, men who took a human
view of the human wants and human
failings of these poor islanders, would
settle among them and place in their
hands, the p]oug'h and the spade,
teach the children to read and write,
the boys to make shoes and coats, to
fish and to dig', anll rake, and sow
an,l reap, and build houses; and thc
girls to knit, and spin, and make
g'owns; lIse them like brothers and
sisters and children, then mig'ht this
island become a centre of happiness
and prosperity.'

"I am sure, Sir, that candour will
constrain you to admit, that any per
son forming a judgment of onr pro
ceeding's from the statements con
titined in the above extract, would
conclulle that wetook no care what
el'er to promote the temporal inter
ests of our poor neighbours, or the
general imprOl'ement of the island.
This is a most unfair and ungener
ons misrepresentation. 'Ve are at

.considerable cost -and much labour,
'teaching the children to read a,nd
write,' 'the boys to make shoes anll
coats, to build houses,' , thc girls to
knit and make gowns, &c,' and the
men to adopt an improved system of
agriculture. But, Sir, as I ~vish to
<rive yon proof and not assertIOn, let
~e call youl' attention to the f01l01\'
ing extracts from the authorized Be-

port of the "widence g'iven before thc
Committee of the House of Lords,
which sat on the Irish Education
system in 18.37. The lirst witness,
from whose evidence' I make the fol
lowing' brief extract, is J. Dombrain,
Esq., Inspector-Gen.eral of Coast
guard in Treland.

'" W' ere you ever in the Island of
Achill offiCIally r-Several times.

" , In the course of the last two
years r-I was there last summer and
the year before.

'" Did you visit the Protestant
settlement there r-I did.

'" In what state did you find it;
was it in a state different from the
rest of the island, 01' like the rest of
the island r-Very different from the
rest ofthe island.

'" 'Vas it in a state inferior 01'

superior r-Very snperior.
" 'In what respect r - Generally

superior in respect of industry and
cultivation; it had superior buildings
and everything' that would stamp an
appearance of civilization, in a very
remote district.

" 'As far, therefore as appeared
to you, it would be a g')'eat blessing
to the islHnd if the example so set
could be follo\\'ed through the is
land r-Decidedly.'

"Such, Sir, was the sworn testi
mony of Mr. Dombrain. N at less
decisi ve is the evidence of another
witness, Francis Reynolds, Esq.,
Chief Officer of Coast-guard, who
was examined before the sallle Com
mittee.

'" How lono' have you been in
Aehill r - I ha\"e been In Achill this
last time, six years.

" 'Had you ever been there bc
fore r-I had, for three years.

" 'What interval was there be
tween the two times of residence r
About three years.

" , You were therefore there when
Mr. Nang'le Ca!lle, in 18::l4r-I was.

" , Did you see any i.mprovement
produced in the island r-I did, I
saw great improvement in the culti
vation of the land, and also in hav
ing schools for the instruction of
the children.

" 'Did the people testify any feel
ing towards Mr. Nangle at that time r
-They always appeared to me at the
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tillle to be vcry fond of JYlr. Nanglr,
and to like him I'ery much.

", \Vhen were tlie fin;t indications
of a different feeling towards Mr.
N angle ?-\Vhen the priest gave or
ders to shout after the Protestants
whenever they saw them.'

"This evidence needs no comment,
it convicts the writer in your .Mag-a
zine of what, in the judgment of
every honourable man, is equivalent
to falsehood,a deceptious suppression
of truth.

"The allusion to Mr. Long, in the
article which has called forth these
remarks, induces me to believe that
it was written by an Eng'lish tourist
who paid a hasty visit to this is
land last summer. J think his name
was Newman; I accompa.nied that
g'entleman and the Rev. \V m. Prior
Moore, I-lead Master of the College
of Cavan, who was then at the settle
ment, to Mr. Long's, and I shall
now detail the whole of the conver
sation fi'om which the writer in your
Magazine has selected as much as
suited his purpose. As we walked
across the mountain I remarked that
a system of petty thieving prevailed
g"enentlIy in Ireland, to an extent
which o,Jcrated as a check on the ex
penditurc of capital for the improve
ment of the country, and I attributed
the prevalence of this evil to the Ro
mish doctrine, which teaches that a
sum, amounting" to some shilling"s,
may be stolen from a gentleman,
withoutthe g-uilt of mortal sin. "Then
we arrived at Mr. Long's, the Eng"'
lish tourist asked him whether he
had suffered much from petty depre
dations? He replied in the negati I"e.
I remarked,that that could readily be
accounted for, as he liYed in the cen·
tre of a large tract of land, where
there was not a sing-Ie human habi·
tation within a mile of him. To this
Mr. Long- assented, at the same time
remarking that he was further se
cured against depredation, by there
being" no thoroughfare through the
valley in which his house was situ
ated; but, added 1\11'. Long,' notwith
standing these peculiar securitics, 1
have It man summoned at this moment
fa?" cutting my} gmss.' Here the con
ycrsation ended. .Il'Irs. Long then
came into lhe room, and, without
knowing" the subject of our previous

('onl"CI"sation, she began to speak
abollt the Coast-guards in the next
villag'e, saying", that they complained
sarll y that they could not have a gar
den ,for such a system ofthievingpre
vailed in the villa.qe, that their neigh.
bouTS would no( leave them so much
as a cabbage. I immediately told our
English tourist to note that. It seems,
however, that my admonition was
unheeded: this unsect{wian and un·
political g"cntleman, in the plenitude
of his liberality, was determined to
shut his eyes and close his ears
ag"ainst every fact that did not square
with his preconceived theory.

"Permit me' furt.her to remark,
that if the writer of the article in
your Magazine means to say that I
described the Achill islanders as sin
ners above the rest of their country
men, he grievously misrepresents my
sentiments. I believe that all men,
whether they be Papists or nominal
Protestants, if unconyerted and un
regenerated, are alike sinners before
God. Without at all infringing on
this truth, I admit that some men
are naturally more g"entle and tracta
ble as regards their intercourse with
their fellow-men than others, and I
have always g'iven the Achill peo·
pie credit for a large share of this
animal amiability; indeed, I never
experienced anything but kindness
fi'om them until their passions were
kindled by the inflammatory haran
g"ues of their priests; since then we
have li ved in an element of violence
and outrag"e; many of us hal·e
suff'ered personal violence, and one
has heen murdered. I allude to
Mr. Iteynolds, whose testimony I
have quoted in a previous part of this
letter. We, however, do not repine.
I trust we can say of our persecutors
in the forgiving spirit of our blessed
Master, 'Fat.her, forgive them, for
they know not what they do.'

" rn conclusion, the writer in vour
Magazine expresses a wish t.hat s·ome
unsectarian and unpolitical philan
thropist would settle in this dreary
island. The former epithet, if 1
mist.ake not, is intended to desig"nate
any individual who views Christi
antty throug-h such a mist of uncer
tainty and doubt that its peculiar doc
trines seem to him not worthy of be·
ing contended for. Such persons
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may, like the writer in your l\Iag'a
zine, be very profuse in a sentimen
tal philanthropy, which expends it
self in benevolent wishes j but I ask
the writer to point to a single coun
try which has been reclaimed from
the uncultivated waste of beathenism
by persons of such a stamp, The
work of evangelization and civiliza
tion which is now going' forward in
Greenland and Labrador, in the is
lands of tbe Great Pacific, in Bur
mah and Southern Afi-ica, has re
ceived its impulse from men of ano
ther character-men who hadlearnecl
to count all thing's but loss for the
excellency of the knowledge ofChrist
Jesus tbeir Lord, and whose love
constr~ined them to the patient en
durance of obloquy and persecution,
while engaged in the noble work of
raising their fellow-men to their
true position in the scale of being, as
creatures destined for immortality,
and illustrating, in the civilization
and temporal improvement whicb
marked tbe progress of tbeir boly
enterprise, the truth of the Scrip
ture which declares, that godliness is
profitable unto all thing's, having'
promise of the life that now is as
well as of that which is to come.

"The establishment entrusted to
my superintendence being' dependent
for support upon the voluntary con
trihutions of the Christian public, I
trust that a sense of justice will con
strain you to publisb this reply to
tbe misrepresentations put forth by
the writer, which, if uncontradicted,
mig'ht tend materially to diminish its
claims upon their benevolent assist
ance.

" I am, Sir, your faithful servant,
" EDwARD NANGLE.

"P.S. I cannot refrain from re
marking' that the writer who makes
your lVIag'azine the medium of his

, attack upon our proceedings, mani
fests profound ignorance even on the
snbject about which he professes
more immediately to write. I allude
to his men tion of ',goodness of soil'
among the natural advantages of
Achill. There are indeed some spots
in the valleys of a second-rate qual
ity of soil; these spots are, however,
few and far between, the island ge
nerally is moor and bog; which can

only he made to produce the 11eces
saries of life with much expense and
labour. To talk, in a general way, as
the writer in question does, of the
g'oodness of the soil of Achill, must
excite the laug'hter of any man pos
sessing the least practical acquain
tance with agriculture.

" To the Editor of the ~Magazine of
Natuml HistoTy."

The facts developed by the Rev.
Mr.lVl'Ghee in his speech, addressed
on 11 th ult., to the masters of arts of
the two English universities, are not
only worthy of recl'iving the deepest
consideration from men of that l'3.nk
in society, but from men of all ranks
who vahie their civil and relig'ious
liherties j-they ought not only to
impress the minds of Churchmen;
but to have an equally powerful ef1'ect
'On Dissenters who have not sacri
ficed the interests of their faith at the
shrine of the party politics of this
world.

'~Tc cunnot at present entei' on an
extended view of the exact, power
ful, and convincing address of the
rev. gentleman; hut we hold, tbat,
among others, he IllUde g'ood, to the
satisfaction of every candid mind,
the following' propositions ;-

" That, from parliamentary docu
ments, it appears that before the bill
of 1829 for granting political power
to Roman Catholics, the Protestants
entertained apprehensions that the
Roman Catholic hierarchy held and
inculcated certain immoral, anti-so
cial, persecuting', and scditious prin
ciples, affecting the liberties, proper
ties,and lives 'Of Protestants, and alle
giance to the British sovereig'n, which
were known to be embodied in cer
tain canons, bulls, and decretaIs of
their Church; that parliamentary
committees examined certain Roman
Catholic prelates, professors and lay
men on these! principles, canons,
bulls, and decretals-and that the
said prelates, professors, and laymen,
while they admitted tbe iniquity of
the principles, canons, and bulls, dis
claimed most solemnly, both on their
oaths and in their evidence before
the committees, in published docu
ments and speeches, and in a certain
oath and d'eclaration voluntarily pub-
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lisbed and g'iven as the pledge and se
curity for their real principles, signed
by all the Roman Catholic prelates
of Ireland."

That among these principles so
disclaimed were the following';-

" 1st- Perjury, or not keeping faith
wi Lb heretics.

" 2d-The invasion of Church pro
perty lwd forfeited estates in Ireland.

" 3el-The persecution of Protest
ants.

" 4th-The temporal authority of
the pope in supplanting the alleg'iance
of the Roman Catholics to their
lawful sovereirrn."

Such being "the professions of the
Irish Roman Catholics, as fully de
Yeloped in parliamentary documents,
Mr. l\I'Ghee makes good by fi'esh
and unimpeachable documentary evi
dence-

" That even at the time when they
were g'iving their oaths and making'
these public disclaimers of these
principles, these prelates were se
cretly inculC'ating these very princi
]Jles in certain secret standards of in
struction on the Irish priests, that
they might direct the consciences of
t.he Roman Cat.holic population ac
cording t.o them-that. tbey were in
CUlcating the same principles secretly,
under their own immediate authorit.y,
as the infallible interpretat.ion of the
Scriptures by t.heir Church-and t.hat
since tbe Emancipation Bill was
passed they have not only set np
af)'esh t.heir standard of instruction
for their priests, to direct the con
sciences of the llcople, but t.hat they
hal'e s('t up a code of Papal laws, con
taining' the ident.ical bulls, canons, and
decreta Is, which they disclaimed on
oath, which directly affect the alle
giance of the Itoman Catholics of
Ireland to their lawful sovereign,
which compel them t.o shwery, by
obliging them, under thc terror of
the heaviest ecclesiast.ical. censures
t.heir Church can inflict, to submit
to the t.emporal dominion ofthe pope,
and which go to overturn the liber
ties, properties, and religion, and to
destroy the lives of t.heir Protestant
felloll'-subjeets."

These facts, we assert, Mr.1\'£'O hee
has llroved to the sat.isfaction of every
reasonalJle man.

Our readers are aware that. Mr.
lVI'Ghee went over the same ground
before the members of the Univer
sity of Dublin previous to his com
ing over for the same purpose to this
country. It gives us pleasure to find
that the report of the Dublin meet
ing has been prillted, and may be had
at the office of t.he P?'otestant Asso
ciation, Ei~'ete?' Hall. This consti
tutes, in fact, the official report of
Mr. lVI'Ghee's case, and we strongly
recommend it to the immediate atten
tion of all ortbodox Christians, whe
ther Protestants or Dissenters. If
Cburchmen remain supine under such
an exposure of the essential character
of t.hat vast evil which is pressing" in
upon us, what shall we say? if Dis
senters close their eyes and t.heir Ull

derstanding's t.o t.he truth, thus dis
closed, where will the g"uilt.lie?

The proceedings of the Papacy un
der these circumstances is eminently
eharact.eristic of t.he wisdom which
cometh fi'OIl1 beneath. On this sub
ject it is silent as t.110 dead. 'Vhen
Mr. M'Ghee, on a former occasion,
was led into the mistake of quoting a
forg'ed, as a g'enuine document., t.he
whole Popish and liberal press made
the country ring" with the enormity
of the offence. Now, that he sc
riously, deliberately, repeatedly lays
to their charge crimes of the deepest
die-everyone of them resting on
documents of the simplest and surest
.character-rnaking" good his eharg'es,
openly in the face of day, before, and
to the entire satisf~lclioll of men of
characters tbe most elenlted and ve
nerable-what is the conduct of the
Roman Catholics? The whole ]lody
of the Papacy is strnck with silence
ominous and deeply impressive. De
nial is impossible. But silence may
carry the whole matter into oblivion.

Shame upon the Christianity of
t.his country if they shall thus suc
ceed! And we call upon our readers
to give their earnest and immediate
attention to the accomplishment of
the defeat of the Papacy in an enter
prise founded upon an estimate so
dishonourahle to the simplicity, t.he
truth, t.he zeal, of our Christianity.

SOCIALISM.

The following address, signed by
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the clerg'Y of Maccleslicld, Congle
ton, Northwieh, Middlewieh, YVar
mingham, and Sandbach, was trans
mitted last week to the Bishop of'
Exeter:-

" My Lord,-YV e, the undersigned
clergy of the diocese of Chester, ap
proach your lordship with warm sen
timents of gratitude and affection.
As consti tuted pastors of gnat bo
dies of the people, amongst whom
any laxity in ecclesiastical matters
once introduced is of such unspeak
able importance, we have beheld with
the deepest grief the many insidious
attacks made of late years against
the bulwarks of our national Z ion.

"More especially have we been
alarmed at the fearful progress of
Socialism-a system which, utterly
repudiating' the Heaven-sent truths
of the Holy Bible, tramples, as a ne
cessary consequence, all deceney un
der foot, and sets lawful authority at
defiance, and which, if unchecked,
would eventually revolutionize this
happy land, and turn it into a scene
of bloodshed, anarchy, and ruin.

" From time to time, as our hearts
have been sad, have we, however,
thanked God and taken courage, as
we behelcl the bold uncompromising
manner in which, on several occa
siol1s, your lordship has from your
place in parliament stood up to vin
dicate the claims of the Church of
Christ, to extend her usefulness and
assert her rights. Nor has this Chris
tian intrepidity been more fearlessly
or more successfully demonstrated
than in the notice yOli have drawn to
the fearful doctrines of ' the moral
world,' and which, unless yourself
or some Christian advocate' of 1'11'-

vated standing had called "ttclltioll
to, might, in all probability, han:
continued with lmt little check to de
solate the land.

"That your lonbhip may long lil'e
to adorn the exalted position to !vhich
the God of all has called you; that
you may derive from his approbation,
in your own heart, the recompense
ever attendant on the ma.intenance of
his truth, is the humble prayer of
those who deem that with )'our usual
benign ity you will receive this as'sur
ance of their respect and friendship,
an cl who have the honourto subscribe
themselves, your lordship's brethren
in Christ."

(Here follow the sig'natures of
nearly forty clergymen.")

The Reply.
" 'Van'en's Hotel, April 8, 1840.
" Rev. Sir,-In offering to you,

and through you to the clerg'ymen of
your neig'hbourhood, who have con
fen'ed on me the high honour of ad
dressing me in terms so flattering,
my hearty and fervent tImnks, you will
readily believe that I am not using
mere words of course.

" I estimate the honour most high
ly, and feel the kindness most deeply.
May it please God to give to us all his
Holy Spirit, that we may have It

right understanding in all things;
and that while we humbly endeavour
to guard his precious truth, we may
do so in a spirit of meeknes, discre
tion, and love!-T am, Rev. Sir,
your oblig'ed and faithful servant,

"H. ExwrEH.
" Rev. Robert Martindale,

Sandbach, Cheshire."

NOTICEs TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Received" J.R.," "J.Rowswill," "Jallles," and a letter and solUe
poetry, dated from Doctors' Commons. The second letter of the" Evan
gelical Terrier" in our next. Books for review and all cOHununications for
the Editors, to be addressed, post paid, "The Editors of the Gospel Maga.
zine; or Church of England Advocate, at Simpkin, Mm'sh all , and Co.'s,
Stationers'-Hall Court, London."

NBwsPAPERs.-Subscribers will confer on us an oblig'ation by sending
to us any of their newspapers, which may eontain any facts or information
in relation to the Chureh or her enemies, as we desire to be acquainted with
what is dQing in the country, in order tomake a proper use of the same.


