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THE EVERY-DAY WORK OF::GOD'T~E HOLY GHOST.
CONVERSATfONS BY THE WAY.-NO. IV.

Mr. Conjidence.-Brother Fearful, how do -y..ou do? How has' it
fllred with you since we parted?
.~. '. <'
.' .
M,'. FearjUl.-But indifferently, 1 assure'yoil; ,confidence. My. pOOl':
weakly tabernacle ill much shaken; 1 feelthe'infirmities of age creep
on apace; and day by day 1 seem better to understand,the meaning of"
Solomon, when he spoke of'" desire failing;" for the desires' of the'
natural man, the various occupations and pursuits which formerly
afforded satisfaction and pleasure, lose their influ$nce.
C.-And under these circumstances" how is it with you, brother 1
As the outward man decayeth, is the inward man renewed in strength
day by day ?
_ . .
F.-I have not much to boast of in this respect, Confidence, 1 assure
you. 1 am so plag-ued with unpelief, and so tormented by Satan, that
1 seem to lose what little assurance 1 did possess. 1 am often brought
quite to a stand about my state, and am led to. question after all the ,
genuineness of the work. But 1 suppose these' fears and this kind of"
experience are beneath you now,?
C.-I am no stranger to the power of unbelief, nor to the. sugges-~
tions of Satan, friend PearjUl; but to imply that 1 call in question the
No, 29, VOL. IlL-New 'Series.
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validity of the work as I once did, would be affectation and hypocrisy.
Though lately I have been indulged with access at the throne, and
whilst the Lord communed with me was permitted to feel a holy boldness before him, yet this very day ingratitude, impatience, and rebellion
have so far prevailed, as to wound my heart and sensibly to bring a
weight upon my spirit, which oulythe voice of my Beloved, and another
glimpse of his lovely countenance, can remove, and in my own apprehension set all to rights, and make all square and cOJnfortable again
between God and my soul.
F.-Have you then, under these exercises, been led to question the
vitality of your religion?
C.-No. Until very recently I should have done so; but now I was
better acquainted with the source whence all my impatience and fretful~
ness sprang. I knew it came from this devilish nature of mine, aided
by Satan; and, though it wounded and grieved me much that it
should in any wise gain the dominion over me, yet I was conscious it
did not affect the new man of the lleart. It came not between God
and that which was born of God; but was as s~parate and distinct as
possible. Nor could it bring that vital part into c·ondemnation, nor
could there be any acquiescence on the part of that new man. On the
contrary, it suggested patience, tranquillity, and a quiet abiding the
Lord's good will and pleasure. Whilst unbelief and Satan said, "It is
of no use to wrestle, or pray, or groan;" this new man, or rather, the
Spirit of God by him, said, "Wait 011 the Lord, be of good courage,
alld he shall strengthen thine heart; wait, I say, on the Lord."
F.-Alld did~the Lord appear?
C.-He did, putting my unbelief and carnal reason to the blush, and
Satan to the route, for he is too black to blush. When the Lord appears, or gives the blessed assurance that he will appear, the old lying
monster is sure to skulk off; and did I not know what carnal nature
is, how ready to coincide with him, J should wonder at his effrontery
in: evei' presuming" to come again. But, as it was in the begirmin~, so
it is now, and (in this time state) ever shall be, as soon as ,he gets
routed. upon one point, when the" Lord withdraws himself in his sensible
manifestations, he is sure to be on the alert, and to come on again with
some lie or other. He well knows our weakest part, and takes good
care to approach·on that grolmd. Really, he so worried me to-day, at
a time .when I had been pleading before the Lord, with some degree of
argument, his own word, that I could bqt turn round and (singular as
you.may deem.it) tell him altmd to hold his tongue and go to his own
place,.for he had no. business to interfere; at the same time reminding
him, that though as bad in myoid nature as he was, yet that, through
rich grace, there was a wide difference between us; and that-that distinction was such, that if he once got me to hell, he would soon be glad
to Il;et rid of me. Why, Fea1j'ul, I have been thinking very much of
late, what an unseemly occupant of the bottomless pit a child of God
would· be. Whatever he· may find working to the contrary, yet there
is at times such an overwhelming sense· of the goodness, tenderness,
and mercy of hi~ covenant God, that. he can no mere refrain from ex-
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pressing it, than under the pt:evaience of unbelief he can sing the high
praises of .God. And only for a moment fancy, Fearful, what an uproar would be created in that dire abode, if one were to be heard testi.
fying of the faithfulness of Jehovah. Sometimes, under a sense of it,
and when not daring to encourage the full corifidence that I should be
everlastingly saved, I have been compelled to exclaim,'" Well, if I ani.
sent to hell, I'll preach the faithfulness of God to his church, the security of the saints, and the immutability of his love, even there !"
F.-Curious doctrines to be propagated in hell, brother?
C.- Yes, but they are there known to be the truth, and more credited than on earth; for we read that even "devils believe and
tremble;" which cannot be said of mankind, or even professors
~enerally, when-the pure trnth of God is promulgated.
F.-But, in the retrospection of the day, with its conflicting feelings,
how do you feel now, Confidence?
C.-Grieved, my brother; wounded in spirit; no enlargement nor
precious peace in my soul; and, though not doubting His love who
awoke me this morning with these words (in prospect of a day of exercise), "Thy Maker is thy husband," yet I am waiting, hovering about,
upon the watch for another sweet smile, and a tender whisper, "It. is
well." "I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee," (to pass away
from thy mind, under a renewed assurance that it was all laid upon me,
thy Surety, drowned in blood, and when sought for shall never b~
found). He loves his bride, his Hephzibah, and says that, "he hates
. putting away." . He will not sign a divorce, nor" turn away from her
to do her good." Tu1'n away-think of the expression. No, he
cannot look off from, or become indifferent to, her. His love can ne'er
grow cold. She is still his and he hers. There has been an exchange'
-he has taken her filthiness and given his righteonsness, nor will he;
like the school-boy, repent of his bargain, and, offering what was hers,
sue for his own again. Besides, the marriage-knot is tied; he has
wooed and won his bride; an interchange 'of love has taken p4J,ce ;
and, since she is the weaker vessel, and all the responsibility rests upon
Him, He will not-he cannot (oh, blessed truth)-violate the marriage
oath, or cancel the wedding bond, which was signed by the eternal
Three, and filed in heaven. Conscious of the rebellion of my heart,
and shut up, dumb before the Lord, that suitable portion was brought
to the mind to-day with some degree of refreshing, "Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast led captivity captive; thou hast received
gifts for men; yea, for the rebellious also, that the Lord God might
dwell among them." 'My rebellion (hateful as it was), I was sensible
rendered such a promise suitable to me, and I to such a proIIl!se, or
rather to him who so graciously made it. Ah! Fearful, there is not
one on earth or in heaven has more abundant cause to sing of free
grace, unmerited mercy, abounding and superabounding love, than your
poor, distrustful, wayward brother, Confidence.
F.-I am very glad that you have thus expressed yourself; for,
from some remarks which you made just now in reference to your
knowledge of whence sprang all your fretfulness and rebellion, I began
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to think you were excusing yourself-making allowances for sin-in a
word--C.-Breaking forth into Antinomianism?
F.-Yes.
C.-Ah! Fearful; would to God that you saw things differently,
and that the blessed Spirit would be pleased to open the eyes of your
understanding to a clearer discernment of things. I have no wish to
'wound you, and therefore feel a delicacy in offering my sentiments j
more especially as I desire to refrain from anything approaching an
interference with the Spirit's work, wishing, on the contrary, to leave
his own work in his own hands, and his own people to his own management; yet, as you have not been very careful over my feelings, nor
hesitated to discharge your conscience when any doubt has presented
itself to your mind, I must be equally plain and faithful to tell you;
that though I know full well you are in the Lord's hands, loved in him
and by him with an eternal love, chosen in Christ and redeemed by
precious blopd, blessed, and still everlastiJ?gly to be blessed; yet, in a
certain sense, imperceptible to yourself, there is a striving to recommend
yourself to God by acts of obedience-a" going about to establish your
own righteousness, not submitting yourself to the righteousness of God."
I feel assured that much of my former bondage, and greatly your present suffering, arise from a limited acquaintance with the finished work
of the Lord Jesus Christ. You, with me, acknowledge that his work is
perfect, his salvation complete; that nothing can be added to it, nor
anything taken from it. But, my brother, did you and I more fully
believe, and act up to, our creed, there would not be such a striving, by
an observance of forms, and set acts of mis-called devotion, to place
ourselves in a more acceptable, apparently less unworthy, position before
Jehovah. Whether you comprehend me, llI)d plead guilty to the charge
or not, I will tell 'you candidly, that I have felt, and still do feel,
such a spirit of legal leaven cleaving to my nature, that I am continually endeavouring, by a round of duties and habits, to place myself in a
position for God to heed, to help, and to deliver me. I feel as if my
prayers were the g1'ound-work-the moving cause of relief and succour;
that if I did not pray, God would not hear me--F.-Worse and worse! now you are opposing prayer, and thus
running count~r to the word, which sets fortll the necessity of it again
and again. "Call upon me in the day of trouble, and I will deliver
you;" "As~, and ye shall receive; seek, and ye shall find; knock"
and it shall be opened unto you;" and a thousand passages which
time forbids me to mention. Oh, Confidence! what error will you
1>roach next? I have almost done with y-ou.
C.-Stay, stay a moment, Fem:ful; hear me out. I am speaking of
what I would designate fleshly prayer, fleshly obedience, apl! SQ forth;
the adoption of various methods, as if we might reasonably expect God
to hear us, in and by them and them alone. Now, whilst I desire ever
to set forth the value of prayer, and rejoice to feel a dew upon my
spirit, freedom of access, liberty of utterance, and a holy boldness and
enjoyment in pouring forth my soul before the Lord; yet I want so
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fully to recognise the Holy Spirit as: the author of every spiritual
breathing, as to feel sensible he must first move upon the chaos of the
mind, ere I can approach the throne with any degree of acceptance.
Therefore, Fearful, my aim now is, instead of rushing, as it were, into
the presence of the Almighty, and bringing my offering, fleshly or
otherwise, to acknowledge my own impotency, the absolute need of the
blessed Spirit's power to be put forth in my every approach, and to
w~it, as the leper did at the Pool cf Bethesda, for the" troubling of
the waters."
F.-Will you, then, attempt to say where the Holy Spirit begins,
and how long we are to wait for his movements? If you know anything of real prayer, have you not often gone to the throne apparently
shut up, and thinking you should not have a word to say, when sud.
denly there has been a breaking forth, and you have had a sweet season
at the feet of Jesus?
C.-1 well know such seasons as those of which you speak, and haveoften found them blessed; still, either I fail to express or you to comprehend my meaning, in endeavouring to testify of the absolute necessity
for the Holy Ghost's every-day work; first, to convince of our diversified wants, then to breathe in us a spirit of grace and supplication after
the favours with which he intends mercifully to supply us; so tha:t
under his own gracious operations, he may bring us into a oneuess of
mind with himself; leading us into a discovery of our own utterly lost,
helpless condition, not merely as it respects our former standing before
God, when dead in trespasses and sins, but also all through this timestate, as far as our poor fallen nature is concerned; at the same time
yet more graciously leading us forth into a discovery of the suitability
and boundless fulness of Jesus, as adapted to our every state and circumstance; so that we may daily and hourly feel ourselves to be poor,
needy beggars, hanging upon the bounties of free-grace; for it is not
with us as we are apt to imagine-namely, that a certain portion or
degree of grace is communicated to us, to be exercised at pleasure. We
have only a present help, a present strength, just sufficient for the day,;
the hour, the peculiar exercise or trial which we are under; for the
morrow, or the next temptation or calamity, we shall require fresh
strength, fi·esh courage, as if we never had had any before. And this
is just as it should be, for thereby a blessed intimacy will of necessity
be kept up between God and our souls, and we shall find how suitable
and timely a full Christ is to us, his poor, empty vessels of mercy. It
is a conviction gf this that brings me to be more and more satisfied
with my condition as a poor sinner, standing in momentary need of
the continual putting forth of the grace, love, and mercy of a compassionate Redeemer. And what a sweet truth it is to a poor, timid,
otherwise disconsolate soul, that "we have not an High Priest which
cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities ;" and that we
have the blessed and eternal Spirit, who" helpeth our infirmities with
groanings which cannot be uttered." Our salvation, Fearful, in its
origin, its daily operation, and its final issue, is all of and from Him,
to whom be all the glory for ever. Amen.
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F.-You are using a sort of high-toned language, apparently aiming
at a something-I wish you would more clearly state what.
C.-The subject, Fearful, I am aware is a critical one-its distinctions nice; and I feel in reference to it that which I cannot expl·ess.
What I have advanced, and have yet to bring forward, will expose me
to censure in no inconsiderable degree. Some, watching n~owly the
movements of their minds, will discover that their want of establishment and holy freedom in the ways of God, arise from their looking
more to the operations of their own fleshly minds, in which they are so
prone to expect renovation and improvement, than at the distinctive
work of the Holy Ghost in connexion with the inwa~d or new man;
and these, I am persuaded, will understand and accord with me. The
minds of others must be gradually opened to the trilths I am endeavouring to set forth.
F.-However this may be, I do maintain that in my apprehension,
you have broached a fundamental error in your rejection of prayer.
Does not the word say, "Pray without ~easing?" and did not our
Lord, in the days of his flrsh, say, "The water that I shall give him
.shall be in him It well of water springing up into everlasting life? "
C.-Assuredly he did; and blessed be his holy name, not merely for
the promise, but for the fnlfilment of the same. Yet, my brother, be
particular in your discrimination. That promise has a distinctive
reference to the inner or new principle. Whrrever eternal life is
implanted, there it is abidinO'; it is a light that can never be extinguished; a life that cannot die; yet, in reference to its manifestations,
our state too often resembles that of the supposed position of our Lord,
when our dear Samaritan sister, ignorant of who she was addressing,
said, "Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with and the well is deep;" until
the Holy Spirit comes in afr,esh with his gracious operations-which is
the point I am aiming at-and revives, invigorates, puts fresh feeling
and power into his own work.
F.-Scripture, Scripture! give me the word of God in illustration of
your sentiments.
C.-"The PREPARATIONS of the heart in man, and the answer of
the tongue, is from the Lord;" "And the Lord went his way as soon
as he had left communing with Abraham; and Abraham returned
unto his place." By the quotation of these Scriptures, I mean to
imply my'thorough conviction, that every fresh act, every new feeling,
each single sigh, groan, desire, and fervent breathing, are of and from
the Holy Ghost, whose gracious operations are to be acknowledged for
the same; also, that however sweet the remembrance of his visits,
however encouraging each fresh manifestation of divine favour; it
leaves us, as respects carnal nature, and onr ability to approach him,
or to perform any act worthy his notice, just where it found us-not
one particle in advance, but equally in need of his renewed approaches.
A sense of this, friend Fearful, has brought me to this position-that
I am more anxious for the Lord to talk with me, than for myself to
'
talk with the Lord.
P.-- What do you mean? Then do you not count it a high privilege to hold intercoursr \vith the Lord?
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C.-Indeed I do; yet if you carefully watch your own spirit,
you will find the former is more abiding thau the latter.
F.-Explain yourself.
C.-I will, by this simple figure. When you were a young man,
and courting the affections of her who afterwards became your wife,
which most occupied your attention, after each pleasing interview, your
expressions of attachment, or her responses of affection?
F.-Her responses of affection, to be sure.
C.-Carry this, then, to a higher subject, and see, happy as were
those seasons when you found liberty of utterance before the Lord, in
which you felt enabled to unbosom all your heart, whether those
blessed pledges of his favour, the whispers of his love, the assurance
that he would never leave nor forsake, but earry on and complete his
work in you, were not more blessed? So to speak, whilst respecting the
one you were in after seasons scarcely at' a point, fearing whether it
was not the result of mere impulse or enthusiastic feeling, in allusion
to the other you had a positive promise, spoken and applied with
power, under positive circumstauces, out of which the devil himself was
not so well able to dispute you.
'
F.-Well, Confidence, I must think on the subject.
C.-God, in his great mercy, write it more deeply in our hearts;
for I am persuaded, that in intimate connexion with this important
subject, stands our sense of freedom and liberty before the Lor~L We
readily grant that Jehovah, and he alone, "quickeneth whom he will;"
do we as readily admit another Scripture, equally true, "that no man
can keep alive his own soul? " I trow not. If we did~not merely in
word, but in actual living belief (if I may use such an expression)-we
should be brought into a more blessed train of argument; for, with a
consciousness of fhe work of grace begun-a blessed sense that we are
no longer outside, but manifestly brought within the bond of-the covenant, we are sensibly brought into a new relationship; we are privileged
to draw nigh as the sons and daughters of the Lord God Almighty.
Reminding him, therefore, of what he hfUi done, giving him honour,
thanksgiving, and praise, for his begun work-the slllvation designed by
his eternal wisdom, and carried into operation under his own hand-we
are admitted to the mercy-seat with a new plea, even that he would
graciously carry on his own work, and fulfil his covenant promise,
" Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good
work in you, will perform it untIl the day of Jesus Christ." Fearful,
the Lord Jehovah say unto thee, "Fear not." And for the present
again I say, Farewell!

THE THRONE OF SOLOMON.
(The last contribution of the late" M. H.")
THE throne of Solomon, for riches, majesty, and glory, far excelled anything
found in any other kingdom. (1 Kings, xviii. 20). The ascent to this throne was
by six steps. I would shun all fanciful interpretations of Scripture, and abhor the
thought of doing violence to the mind of the Holy Spirit in the word. All parts of
that Vlord have a meaning, and are profitable to God's chosen and called people;
containing doctrine, reproof, and inst.mction in righteonsne.., that they may be
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pei'fect, and thoroughly furnished unto all goo,l works. (2 Tim. iii. 16, 17). This
portion must not be excluded, however difficult the lessons intended by it. Without
the Holy Spirit no right judgment, no real profit can be received or retained; Himself is the only key to unlock and obtain the treasures hid in the Bible. Wilcox
says, " Christ is the mystery of the Scriptures, grace the mystery of Christ." The
testimony of Jesus is the life and spirit, the sum and substance, the fat and sweet of
the whole Bible. No doubt He is the throne of judgment and the throne of grace,
the only glorious throne to his Father's house. (Isa. xxii. 21-24). David and
Solomon were types of Him, as the King of Zion; their kingdoms did but faintly
shadow forth His glorious and everlasting Kiugdom. The twelve tribes of Israel
were also typical of the" true Israel of God," the" whole election of grace." The
Lord makes all such poor, lays them in the dust, reduces them to perfect beggary,
and shows them what a filthy dunghill they are placed upon by sin, both in nature
and practice. (Gen. vi. 5; Jer. xvii. 9; Mark, vii..21_23). From this wretched
state He raises them up, places them with the princes of his people, in this life, and
brings them to the throne of his glory, in the world to come. (1 Sam. ii. 6-8).
The steps by which he raises them from the lowest depths of .guilt and misery, to
the greatest height of blessedness and privileges, are all of his own making and
providing. They form the glories of his wonderful acts of.grace, mercy, power, and
love. If these steps be regarded in the acts of J ehovah, the God of Israel, the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, they emill'ace and include all his ancient
settlements, counsel, and covenant, his purposes and promises. These are unfolded
and displayed in Creation, Redemption, Regeneration, Justification, Sanctification,
and Glorification. These are all the works or the God of salvation; they are wholly
of, by, and in the Lord, and for his glory and praise. Lost, proud, and vain man
mllst have no part in them; no, not so much as the moving of a hand, or the lifting
of a finger. He must be utterly abased, ashamed, and confounded, and the Lord
alone exalted in all the acts and facts of salvation.
If these steps be considered practically as found in the experience of a saved
sinner, led forth by the Spirit in the footsteps of the flock, we may not greatly err in
placing them thus:-1, Faith; 2, Fear; 3, Hope; 4, Love; 5, The obedience of
faith and love; 6, Those discoveries of Christ and the riches of his grace, which fill
the soul with self-loathing alld self-abhorrence. The sp.eing of the'eye and belief of
the heart, which prove man very vile, and make Christ exceedingly precious.
The first motion of the soul God-ward, must be faith; for whatsoever is not of
faith is sin. "By faith N oah, being warned of God, moved with fear." (Heb. xi.
6, 7). Thus, true faith is accompanied by the fear of the Lord. It is followed by
the actings of "a -good hope through grace;" works by love; obeys under love's
constraints, and by Gospel privileges; discovering more and more of man's ruin,
folly, weakness, and wickedness, and the fulness, freeness, and abonndings, of the
grace of Jesus, to poor and needy sinners. The highest step may be called Job's
place, where lessons of the highest glories and the deepest humility are learned.
(Job, xlii. 1-6.) They are the actings of true, evangelical, filial repentance, selfrenunciation, and entire dependance on the glorious person, work, word, and .grace
of Jesus.
The ivory and gold of the throne of Solomon set forth the spotless humanity and
Eternal Deity of Jesus Christ, the first and the last, the Almighty J ehovah. The lions
on this throne, and on the sides of each of the ascending steps, the same objectthe Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root and Offspring ofDavid. The purposes and
counsel of the Eternal Three centre in him; he is the Covenant for his people, (Isa:
xlii. 6); election is in him; the acts of redemption and salvation, in and by him;
creation by and for him; he is the author and finisher of faith; the giver and object
of fear; the sole foundation of hope; the cause and end of love; the example and
mover of obedience, which springs from his living in his people and sending the
supplies of his Spirit to them.
He is the unfolder of his own glory; he is believed
on with his own gift of faith; feared by his own fear; hoped in, and loved, with his
own hope and love; obeyed and glorified by his own power and grace.
Thus he is Alpha and Omega, the All in All to his people. Their cry is and must
be, "Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name give glory;" "'Worthy
is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom and strength,
and honour, and glory, and blessing;" "Unto him that loved us and washed us
from our sins in his own blood, And hath made us kings and priests unto God and
his Father; to him be glory and dominion for eVer and ever. Amen." (Rev. i. 5,6).
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THE D~GNITY OF THE BRIDEGROOM; THE BEAUTIES
OF THE BRIDE; THE HAPPINESS AND PLEASURES
OF A MARRIAGE LIFE.
THE SUBSTANCE OF

A SERMON.-13Y A. TRfGGS.

He that hath' the bride 'is the bridegroom; bId the friend of the brideg1'00ln which
standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly beca"se of the bridegroom's voice; ThIS
my joy therefore is f"ljilled.-J ohn, iii. 29.

IN this chapter we have the account of Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews,
coming to Jesus by night; but though his visit was in the dark, the
Lord of glory did not turn him back, for he saith, "Whosoever cometh
to mc, I will in no wise cast him out." And as this did not take place
by chance, but according to the purposl' of him who worketll all things
after the counsel of his own will, there(ore our Lord Jesus began to
preach to him the necessity of the new-birth, and told him plainly that
"except a man be born again, he callnot see the kingdom of God."
Nicodemus being rather surprised with this new statement of things,
acts upon the principle of reason, as all natural men do, relative to
spiritual subjects, with, "How can these things be? Can a man
when he is old enter a second time into his mother's womb and be
born? " This shows us that the ruler and the ruled are all on a level
by nature, having. all sinned and come short of the glory of God. Jesus
saith, "Verily, verily I say unto thee, except a man be born of water
and of t.he Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God." By this
we plainly see that the natural man cannot receive the things of the
Spirit of God, neither can he enter into the sweetness of that covenant
promise of the Lord, "They shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom,
and talk of thy power." This is only known by regeneration; and so
an entrance is administered unto such, into the everlasting kingdom of
God; Christ is the door, and to him the porter openeth; and this
kingdom doth liot consist in meat and dririk, but righteousness, and
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. Thus we are delivered from the
power of darkness, and translated into the kingdom of God's dear Son;
and it is only on this ground we.get a spiritual knowledge of his kingdom, and by the unction of the Holy One we are enabled to talk of the
power of God; and so we understand the important words of Paul,
that we have a kingdom that cannot be n:oved by sin, death, nor devils,
it being an everlasting kingdom; and the Lord God and the Lamb are
the light thereof. And also we can talk of the power of the Lord in
quickening us who were dead in trespasses and sin; in keeping, delivering, redeeming, and bringing us up from the horrible pit and miry
clay, and setting our feet upon the rock, where all the church are built,
.
and the gates of hell shall never prevail against it.
Again, our blessed Lord represents the new birth by the wind blowing where it listeth; and it is a truth incontrovertible, that if all men
were to unite in one body, and exert all their human powers, they
x
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would in vain strive to turn or stop the wind from following its course
So also, no power can retard, stop, or set aside,
to its destined point.
the almighty power of the Holy Ghost in quickening aud bringing all
the election to know themselves, and salvation bv Jesus; neither will
all the inviting, winning, wooing, &c., of them effect anything to bring
any sinner to God. The new birth is sweetly set forth in Ezek. xxxvii.
by the breath and the four winds, and this was in reference to the
whole house of Israel, or the election of grace, and no one else ever is a
partaker of it; and It breathes into them everlasting life; and they
cannot die any more; are as the angels of God, being the children of
God and the children of the resurrection; and are thus passed from
death unto life, and cannot come iJ;lto condemnation.
Our Lord having thus declared the need of the new birth, and described the blessings arising therefrom, proceeds to testify of his own
personal omnipresence, as it is written, "No man hath ascended np
into heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of man
which is in heaven." This preaches his. oneness in 'the unity of the
essence of Godhead, also his coequality with the Father and the Holy
Ghost, as the Son of God and yet the Son of man. It is written
(John, i. 18), "~o man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is-in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him."
Beloved, this is one of the mysteries of faith, held in a pure conscience.
Again; the Lord gives a plain testimony of his errand upon earth,
and saith, "As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must
also the Son of man be lifted up." By the old serpent, the devil, sin
and the curse were brought into the world; but by the lifting up of
Jesus the works of the devil were destroyed, sin put away, and himself
made the curse of the law for his bodv the church; and whosoever
believeth in him shall never perish, but l;ave everlasting life. And this
subject becomes truly blessed as we are led to believe and receive it as
all flowing from the free, boundless love of God; for" God so loved
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son;" &c.
Having gone over a little of the sweetness of the context, I shall consider the words of the text as follows:-

1. Speak of the Bridegroom.
ll. The Bride.
Ill. The friend of the Bridegroom.
IV. That John's joy arose from these things.
1. According to purpose speak of the Bridegroom; and it will be as
follows :-lst, of his Person. 2d, of his Love. 3d, of his Grace.
4th, of his Power. 5th, of his Exaltation, And 6th, of his Glory.
1. Concerning the Person of Christ. He is testified of throughout
the Bible, for to him gave all the prophets witness. And it is his
Person that is so clearly revealed, that gives beauty and blessedness to
the written word; and there is unspeakable blessedness arising to the
spiritual mind from a personal knowledge of his person, for it is himself that gives efficacy and validity to all he wrought, suffered, under-
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took, and fulfilled; so that his work is honourable and glorious, and his
righteousness endureth for ever. And I add, moreover, that a knowledge spiritually of his person settles the church of God, in point of
stability, to trust in him at all times, knowing he is a refuge for us;
and it is a clear truth, that if we do not know him, we cannot trust in
him. Therefore it will follow, that before the child of God is brought
to this sweet point, his religion is an in-and-out one, drawing all his
inferences from his own fluctuations; and if not kept, will be tossed
about with every wind of doctrine. But that child of God that knows
Jesus, his heart is fixed, trusting in the Lord, and shall not be afraid of
evil tidings; and the covenant promise of the Lord God of Israel runs
thus, "Thy children shall be taught of the Lord, and they shall all
know me, from the least to the greatest of them."
Again: when Paul was writing of the person of Christ, he saith
that he is the brightness of the Father';> glory, and the express image
of his person (Heb. i.); and that he is the image of the invisible
God (Col. i.); and also proclaim's him to Timothy, the King eternal,
immortal, invisible, the only wise God; and again, our Lord Jesus
Christ, which in his times he shall show, the blessed and only Potentate,
the King of kings and Lord of lords, who only hath immortality, dwelling in light, which no man can approach unto, whom no man hath seen
nor can see, to whom be honour and power everlasting. Amen.
In these declarations, we have the invisibility of his person, as possessing every essential that constitutes Godhead, and yet in his cam·
'plex person, God and man, he then appears as the visible Jehovah,
God manifest in the flesh, and saith, "He that hath seen me hath seen
the Father." Before his public appearance in the flesh and blood of his
church, he appeared to our fathers as God Almighty, &c.; to Abraham
he said, I am God Almighty; to Jacob, I am the God of thy fathers,
Abraham and Isaac; to Moses he said, I AM THAT I AM; and he
said to the Jews, If ye believe not that I am, ye shall die in your sins;
and, before Abraham was I am. This blessedly testifies of the infinity
and eternity of his person, in whom dwelleth all the fulness of the
Godhead bodily, and in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge.
Again: the Holy Ghost, by Isaiah (chap. liv. 55), bears his testimony to our most glorious Christ with, "Thy Maker is thy husband,
the Lord of hosts is his name; and thy Redeemer, the Holy One of
Israel, the God of the whole earth shall he be called." Here he bears
the same name as in the text, Husband or Bridegroom; and let the
Church of God notice it, that whatever Christ is personally, he is that
to her, in the bond of everlasting oneness, as the Lord our righteousness.
David's heart was inditing a good matter, and his tongue moved in
concert with it, for he spoke of the things he had made touching the
King, and he saith, "Thou art fairer than the children of men, grace
is poured into thy lips, therefore God hath blessed thee for ever." He
also declares him to be more excellent and glorious than the mountains
of prey, and calls him his Rock, Refuge, high Tower, and the God of

156

THE DIGNITY OF THE BRIDEGROOM;

his salvation. The church, in the Songs, proclaim him as the chiefest
among ten thousand, the altogether lovely, and saith, this is my beloved, and this is my friend; Moses saith there is none like the God
of .Jeshurun ; Paul declares him, Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and
to-day, and for ever; he said of himself to John, I am Alpha and
Omega, the- beginning and the ending, which was, and which is, and
which is to come, the Almighty; and John heard the loud responses of
praise to him by the church triumphant, Hallelujah, for the Lord God
omnipotent reigneth. Therefore Christ i s - - - but time will fail to
tell you what. Sum all perfection up, and Christ is that; and he
saith, I am the Lord, I change not.
2. His Love is everlasting or eternal; he being the eternal God, and
God is love; and he saith, yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting
love. His love is unchangeable, for having loved his own which are
in the world, he loveth them nnto the end. His love is free, I will heal
their backslidings, and love them freely. His love is unknown as to
its fulness, and yet well known; the love. of Christ passeth knowledge.
His love is unalterable, he will rest in his love; it cannot be destroyed,
for many waters cannot quench .love, neither can the floods drown it ;
it cannot be purchased, for if a man would give all the sqbstance of his
house for love, it would be utterly contemned. His love was and is
the sole cause and source of every blessing; and we love him because
he first loved us.
His love was manifested towards his church for
their good and his glory, when he was set up as the glorious Head and
King in Sion; he saith, "I was set up from everlasting." The depth
of his love sweetly shines forth and is blessedly displayed in his covenant engagements with God the Father, when he swore to his own hurt
and changeth not; and as it is written, "I will be surety for him (the
church); of my hands shalt thou (God the Father) }'equil'e him (in
the same original purity I received him of thee); and if I bring him
not again to thee (and present him faultless before thy throne), then
let me bear the blame for ever." Then are the children free. Beloved!
this is good news from a far country. And now passing down from
the council of peace, whereof the Holy Ghost is a witness to us, let us
take a view of the love acts of Jesus, in his condescension, "Forasmuch as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself
likewise took part of the same, that through death he might destroy
him that had the power of death, that is the devil;" and for this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works
of the devil ; and thus, by him, the body of sin is destroyed, death is
abolished, yea, swallowed up in victory. Bless his dear name! in this
was manifested the love of God towards us, in that he laid down his
life for us, put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. and the law of
the spirit of life -in Christ Jesus, hath made us free from the law of sin
and death.
" 0 houndless depth! 0 love beyond degree!
The offended dies to set the offender free."

He loved us, saith the apostle, and gave himself for us, an offering and
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sacrifice to God of a sweet smelling savour. And now no less is his
love manifested, a Priest upon his throne, as our Mediator, Advocate,
and Intercessor, living in the presence of God for us, having entered
into the holy place by his own blood, and hath obtained eternal redemption for us; and he hath said, and nothing can alter it, "Because
I live ye shall live alw." And to prove the constancy of his love, he
declares to his church, that no weapon formed against thee shall/prosper, and every tongue that shall rise in judgment against thee, thou
shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and
their righteousness is of me saith the Lord. And now, beloved, let us
join in our songs of triumph, he loved me and gave himself for me ;
who shall separate us from the love of Christ? for peace I had great
bitterness, but thou, in love to my soul, hast delivered it from the pit
of corruption, and cast all my sins behind thy back, therefore when
sought for they cannot be found. Then let the Lord be magnified from
the border of Israel! rejoice in the Lord, 0 ye righteous, and again I
say rejoice !
3. This brings me to speak of his Grace. Grace signifies free favour,
and can have nothing to do with any but the unworthy, as mercy hath
only to do with the miserable. Therefore his rich, abundant grace
was manifested at the council of peace, relative to the election of grace,
for he saith, "Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you. And as many as were ordained to eternal life, believed."
The receiving of his bride from the Father, sweetly proves his grace
tuwards them, as he saith, "Thine they were, and thou gavest them
me ;" .and from this took .place that eternal grace-union between Christ
and the church, which neither sin, death, men, nor devils can ever
break or destroy, for there is no sc4ism in this body. Paul writing to
the church, saith, " Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
though he was rich, yet for your sakes became poor, that we, through
his poverty, might be rich." This is abundant grace, far beyond the
grasp of finite minds, and it sets before us the infinite condescension,
and marvellous humiliation of the Son of God on the behalf of his
church. Amazing stoop! for him who is the eternal God, the high
and lofty One, to veil his Godhead and glory in the body of his :flesh,
and is God manifest in the :flesh; yet we hear him say, I am a worm
and no man; and though he be the Holy One of Israel, yet made sin
for us, who knew no sin; him who is eternal life to be himself subject
to death, and poured out his soul unto death; the lawgiver became the
law-fulfiller; and the Lord God that pro-claimed the curse, was made'
the curse of the law for us, and by this the law was magnified and
made honourable, and an everlasting righteousness brought in. The
Lord God of Israel is glorified, justice is satisfied, redemption obtained,
peace is made by the blood of his cross, and the church is eternally
saved and reconciled to God by the death of the Surety, Jesus Christ.
And so mercy and truth are met together, righteousness and peace
have kissed each other; justice andjuclgment are the habitation of his
throne, mercy and truth go before his face, in a preached Gospel,
brought home to the heart by the eternal Spirit; and thus grace reigns
R
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through righteousness unto eternal life; and by a revelation of Christ
to the soul, we see the glory of God in his face, and are changed into
the same image, from ~lory to glory. By these things we understand
how that God justifies the ungodly, and having received the atonement, we, in oneness of heart, rejoice that we are justified freely by
grace, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. These are some
of the grace-acts of the Lord, to and for that remnant who are the
election of grace, whose salvation is alone of grace; for by grace YP.
are saved; and Jehovah's glory rests here, for we have salvation in
Christ Jesus with eternal glory. Thus grace is shown in those ages by
the Lord our God, wherein the church do rejoice, as we are not under
the law bnt under grace. And when the last stone is brought home,
it will be the same subject unalterable, crying, shouting, Grace, grace
unto it. I must not enlarge; the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be
with you all.
.
4. Talk of his Power. The eternal power and Godhead of our most
glorious Christ, shines in the Bible in one full stream of ineffable
light, and is an immov~able basis for the faith, hope, and confidence of
the church of God. And the Roly Ghost declares that Christ hath
all power in heaven and in earth; and thi.s is blessedly set forth in
the testimony of him as the Lamb in the midst of the throne having
seven horns, by which is declared his universal, everlasting dominion
and authority, doing his will in the armies of heaven and among the
inhabitants of the earth, and hath power over all flesh, to give eternal
life to as many as the Father hath given to him; and he worketh all
things after the counsel of his own will.
Again: his eternal power and Godhead are blessedly manifest, as he
is the head of creation, upholding all things by the word of his power,
and by him all things consist; so that 'by the visible things of creation his invisibilities, eternity, power, and Godhead are clearly set
forth. And, added to this, his superlative power is declared and made
known in the stupendous work of redemption, who in and on his sac{ed
person bare all the sins of the church, the whole weight of divine vengeance, and all the floods of wrath due for the sins of his one church;
yea, he sustained the stroke of inflexible justice, the demands and
commands of the holy law, with all the weight of its curse, and was
made the curse of the law for us; yea, all the malice of men and
devils, together with the weight of death, destruction, and the powers
of darkness, yet he triumphed gloriously, suffered all, paid all, and trod
the winepress alone, stained all his raiment, spoiled principalities and
powers, abolished death, and swallowed it up in victory. And, be it
remarked, no power could take his life from him, for when he poured
out his soul unto death, the law cursed him, justice smote him, the
Father ga\'e him the cup and forsook him, yet he survived the whole,
cried it is finished, laid down his life of himself, and dismissed the
spirit, and had power to take up his life again. And, as the almighty
Breaker, he arose, having led captivity captive, glorified himself in the
fulfilment of his engagements with the Father, made a show of it
openly, triumphing over aU in himself, and is thus declared to be the

'.

THE BEAUTIES OF THE BRIDE.

159

Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the
resurrection from the dead.
Beloved, this is thy King, and thy God, 0 Zion, who is the Christ,
the wisdom of God and the power of God; and he hath declared that
nothing can pluck the church out of his hand. As the Lion of the
tribe of Judah, he defends us; as the God of armies, he fights for us,
and we are to hold our peace; and we are kept by him, the power of
God, through faith unto salvation, so that nothing by any means can
hurt us; and for that he is strong in power, not one faileth. And
here I observe, that his power must be destroyed, his immutability
change, and himself, the Rock of ages, br annihilated, before one of his
little ones can perish. Then let us shout aloud, "The Lord liveth,
and blessed be my Rock, and let the God of my salvation be exalted."
Thus, then, our Christ hath made known his power, and we live in a
daily proof of it, inasmuch as he giveth power to the faint, aud to them
that have no might he increaseth strength; and by virtue of our union
to him, what he hath done, and what he is, is ours. Therefore we
overcome by the blood of the Lamb, who will shortly tread down Satan
under our feet; and all created powers will fall, and the elect rise in
the glory and triumphs of Christ, in spotless purity, and be for ever
with the Lord.
5. This brings me to speak of the Exaltation of the Bridegroom,
which is one of the sweet mysteries of our most holy faith, held in a
pure conscience, and is clearly revealed in the Bihle. Now let it be
observed, that this person, known to be the Word, and God was the
Word, was exalted as the head of his body, the church, in being set np
from everlasting; and Isaiah saith, "I saw the Lord high and lifted
up, sitting upon his throne, and his train (or lower parts) filled the
temple;" and again, The Lord or J ehovah is exalted; he hath filled
Zion with judgment and righteousness. Therefore, why should it be
thought a thing incredible that Jesus should be exalted without human
nature, as the Lord of life and glory, when he was only God manifest,
without the body of his flesh, as his Godhead is the testimony of his
personality. This, to me, appears plain from the word of the Lord,
and it also preaches the depth of his humiliation, inasmuch as the
Word was made flesh; or, that high and lofty One, taking upon him
part of the children's flesh and blood, and was found in fashion as a
man, for the accomplishing of the purpose of salvation, made perfect as
the Mediator through suffering, and thim glorified with the glory he
had with the Father before the world wa!'. Thus, then, we see the
high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, who is glorious in holiness,
possessor of heaven and earth; according to the mind, will, and pleasure of Jehovah in the eternal covenant of grace, set up or exalted,
appointed and ordained, as the Head of his body, and King in Sion, to
be the Mediator; and so the council of peace was between them both,.
the Father and the Son, the Head elect. Amen.
Then this glorious Mediator came forth as God manifest in creationwork, as all things were made by him and for him, and he is before all
things, and by him all things consist. So also he came forth in every
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promise, typf', shadow, prophecy, prediction, and manifestation to the
church in olden days; and when the fulness of the time was come, he
came forth, the sent of the Father, as the visible Jehovah, the eternal
\;vord, and was madl' flesh, born of a woman, took into union with his
eternal person, the Word, the 'body of his flesh, and was by this declared to be the great mystery of godliness, God was manifest in the
flesh. But, by this, there was no change in his personality, or addition
thereto, but to be made in all things like unto his brelhren; and yet
he remained the same King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise
God our Saviour, Jesus Christ the same.
And now we shall find it blessed in tracing this subject on Scripture
ground, relative to the sameness of personality; that though he was
found in fashion as a man, yet one and the same with the Father and
the Holy Ghost, over all, God blessed for ever. Amen. Therefore it
is written of him, that he took not on him the nature of angels, but he
took on him the seed of Abraham; and now we must view him in the
depth of his humiliation, in finishing the work the Father gave him to
do, and redeemed the church from all iniquity, The Holy Ghost, by
Paul, hath given us a most blessed and plain account of it, in his
Epistle to the church at Philippi, as it is written, "Let this mind be
in you wbich was also in Christ Jesus, who being in the form of God,
thought it not robbery to be equal with God; but made himself of no
reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in
the likeness of men; and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled
himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.
Wherefore God hath highly exalted him, and given him a name above
every name," &c. By this we see that the condescension, humiliation,
sU,fferings, death, and resurrection, are the way made manifest for the
exaltation of the Son of God, with the body of his flesh, in union with
himself as God; .and so he carried up the church's nature, and entered
on his eternal triumphs (having fulfilled all righteousness) by his own
blood; the King of glory, mighty in battle, the Lord of hosts is his
name. And so God hath highly exalted him far above all things, far
above all heavens, that he might fill all things; and being thus exalted
by the right hand of God a Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance to
Israel and forgiveness of sins. Beloved, our Christ, being exalted, is
the Lamb in the midst of the throne, crowned .with glory and honour;
and we that have fellowship with him in his sufferings, having been
buried with him by baptism into his death, are risen with him through
the faith of the operation of God; and so we are passed from death
unto life, and made sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.
Therefore let us join in his triumphs, with the church of old, "Be
thou exalted, 0 God, above the heavens."
One word more on this sweet subject. Death hath no more dominion over him, and having blotted out our transgressions for his own sake,
and living in the presence of God for us, he hath said, "Where I am,
there shall ye be also ;" and he hath and will exalt them of low degree;
take up the beggar fl'om the dunghill, and make him inherit the throne
of glory. And surely it is an unalterable mercy, that where the Head
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is, there must the body be also; and this difference will remain to all
eternity, that in all th'ings he must have tne pre-eminence.
What the word glory signifies
6. Briefly, take notice of his glory.
as touching earthly things, we may· have some conception of; suqh as
splendour, magnific.ence, &c.; but relative to the glory of Jehovah,
language fails, thoughts are lost, imaginations die, and not a full conception of the subject can be taken in so as to compreheud the boundless mercy.
Moses asked the Lord to show him his glory; the Lord
said, Thou canst not see my face and live; I will make all my goodness pass before thee. But, it appears, the essential glory is kept
secret.
Therefore, the glory that I shall speak of, is the glory of the Lord
manifested in the displays of his grace and mercy, in salvation by
Christ, as seen in his facc 01' person; his glory as the Mediator, who
hath seen the Father, is one with the Father, glorious in holiness, over
all, God blessed for ever. Amen.
Again: the Mediator, God and man, is he in whom all the fulness
of the Godhead bodily dwells; therefore he is called the Lord of glory,
the Father of glory, and the King of glory. And it is he that fills the
honse (the church) with glory; so that the glory of the latter house is
greater than that of the former. And he is the God of glory; and, as
the Mediator, Advocate, and Intercessor exalted, he is crowned with
glory and honour; resumes or takes on the glory he had with the
Father before the world was; 'and saith, Th.e glory thou hast given me
I have given them, that they all may be one, as we are one. The personal glory of the Holy Ones will never be seen in any other way, than
what it is now, in the person or face of Jesus Christ; as he is the
visible Jehovah, so he is the visible glory. The Holy.Ghost, by Isaiah,
saith, All flesh shall see the glory of God; and this centres in Christ,'
as the God of our salvation; as Luke saith, All flesh shall see the
salvation of God; and the Holy Ghost, by David, saith of Christ, His
glory is great in thy salvation; hon011r and majesty hast thou laid
upon him. Paul saith to Timothy, I endure all things for the elect's
sake, that they also may obtain that salvation which is in Christ Jesns,
with eternal glory. Therefore all glory meets in him, flows from him;
and to the church it is said, The Lord shall be thy everlasting light,
and thy God thy glory. Bless the Lord! Christ in you the hope of
glory.
"Then give him glory, and again
Repeat his praise and say, amen."

I close this part with, What think ye of Christ?
holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders.

(To be continued).
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THE PORTRAIT-THOMAS CRANMER.
ANOTHER martyr, readers! THOMAS CRANMER, Archbishop of Canterbury. With his martyrdom is generally associated the fact of his
having recanted; but who that knows the subtilty of his own heart,
the power of unbelief, and the crafty insinuations of the great adversary, will dare upbraid a fellow-sinner? Who, on the contrary, will
not sympathize with him, and, with grateful attention, listen whilst he
makes publicly a fearless avowal of that true faith wherein he stood.
Coil' having ended his sermon, he called back tbe people tbat were ready to
depart. "Brethren," said be, "lest any man should doubt of tbis man's, earnest
conversion and repentance, you shall hear him speak before you; and therefore
I pray you, Mr, Cranmer, to perform that now which you promised not long
ago-namely, that you would openly express,.the true and undoubted profession of ~ our faitb, that you may take away all suspicion from men, and that all
men may understand that you are a catholic indeed,"
To this Cranmer, rising up and uncovering bis head, replied thus: "I will
do it, and that with a good will. Good people, my dearly hlOloved brethren in
Christ, I beseech you most heartily to pray for me to Almighty God, that he
will forgive me all my sins and offences, which are without number, and great
above measure. But yet one thing grievetb my conscience a,bove all the rest,
whereof, God willing, I intend to speak more hereafter. But how great and
how many SOl' vel' my sins bp, I beseech you to pray to God of his mercy to forgive them all." And kneeling down, he prayed aloud.

Rising and addressing the people, he said : " For,asmuch as I am cOllie to the e"d of my life, whereupon hangeth all my
past life, and all my life to come, either to live with my Master Christ fOI' evel'
in joy, 01' else to be in pain for ever with wicked devils in hell, and I see before
,mine e~'es presently. either heaven ready to recei,-e me, or else hell ready to
swallow me up: I shall therefore declare unto you my very faith how I believe,
without any colonr of dissimulation: for now is no time to dissemble, whatsoever I have said or written in times past." He then recited the creed, and
added-" I believe every article of the catholic faith, every word and sentence
taught by OUI' Saviour Chl'ist, and his apostles and prophets, in the New and
Old Testament.
"And now I corn" to the great thing which 50 much troubleth my conscience,
more than anythiug that ever I did or said in my whole life, and that is the
setting abroad of a writing contrary to tbe truth; which now I here renounce
and refuse, as things written with my hand contrary to tbe truth which I
thonght in my heart, and written for, fear of death, and to save my life if it
might be; and tbat is, all s!lch bills and papers which I bave written 01' signed
with my hand since my degradation, wherein I have written many things untrue. And forasmuch as my hand hath offended, writing coutrary to my beart,
therefore my hand shall first be punished; for when I come to the fire, it shall
be first burned. As for the pope, I refuse bim, as Cbrist's enemy and antichrist, with all bis false doctrine. As for tbe sacrament, I believe as I have
taul(ht in my book against the bishop of Winchester, which my book teacheth
so true a doctrine of the sacrament, that it shall stand at tbe last day before
the j'ldgment of God, wbere the papistical doctrine contrary tbereto, shall be
ashamed to sbow her face."

What a confession! How bold' and undaunted! How unlike the
false charity of the present day is that opinion, "As FOR THE POPE,
I REFUSE 'HIM, AS CHRIST'S ENEMY AND ANTICHRIST, WITH ALL
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HIS FALSE DOCTRINE."
Reader, what is your religion made of?
Would it, think you, in the presence of an assembled multitude, and
with an ignominious death staring you in the face, prompt you to such
a scriptural acknowledgment as this? If you have your doubts a.bout
it, dare not venture to upbraid the venerable CRANMER for his inconsistency; rather admire the grace, and pray for the rich bestowment of
it on your own soul (should troublous times be about to put your principles to the test), which could witness such a wondrous contrast in one
who had so recently betrayed the weakness of his flesh.
Then Cranmet' being pnlled down from the stage, was led to the fire. accompanied by those friars, vexing, troubling, and threatening him most crnelly.
Then was an iron chain tied about his body, and they commanded the fire to be
set to the fagots. And now a remarkable sight appeared. When the wood was
kindled, and the fire began to burn near him, he stretched forth his right hand
which bad signed his recantation, into the flames, and there held it so stedfast
.that all the people might see it bumt to a coal before his body was touched. In
short he was so patient and constant in the miost of these extreme tortures that
he seemed to move no more than the stake to which he was bound; his eyes
were lifted up to heaven, aud often he repeatl'd-this unworthy right hand, so
long as his ~uice would suffer him; and as ofteu using the wurds of the blessed
martyr, 81. Stepb.en, " Lord Jesus receive my spirit," till the fury of the flames
putting him to silence, he gave his spirit to the hands of infinite mercy.

Thus, in the sixty-seventh year of his age, was added another to the
glorious army of martyrs!
Believer, does your spirit, revolt at the reading? Do you shrink,
does your flesh cringe in the probable prospect of privation and extreme trial? Be not dismayed. Our God is the God of salvation, and
unto him belong the issues from death. The brief history just given,
so far from discouraging, should cheer you; and why? Because
Cranmer's recr.ntation proves he was our brother, a brother in weakness and infirmity; upon whom, in the time of necessity, the power of
the Holy One was put forth; so that though just before he was burdened with guilt, under a consciousness of his departure from the
Lord, and, like Peter of old, had publicly denied him, yet, as he sweetly
remarked in his public prayer just before his death, "I have offended both against heaven and earth, whither may I go, or
whither shall I flee? to heaven I may be ashamed to lift mine eyes, and in earth
I find no place of refuge 01' succour. To thee, therefore, 0 Lord, do I run; to
thee do I humble myself. 0 Lord my God, my sins be great, but yet have
mercy upon me for thy great mercy. The great mystery that God became man
was not wrought for little or few. offences.. Thou didst not give thy Son, 0
heavenly Father, nuto death for small sins only, but fOl' all the greatest sins of
the world. Wherefore have mercy upon me, 0 Lord, whose pl'Operty is always
to have mercy; have mercy upon me, 0 Lord, for thy great mercy."

What precious pleading! A great sinner and a mighty Saviour!
How well agreed, how suitable to each other! What encouragement,
poor trembling soul, who canst hardly lift thy drooping head; God
help thee to come as p.oor Cranmer did; a dying man looking to' a
living Christ; oue deserving damnation, yet pleading for, satisfied
with nothing short of, salvation. Why it is here-with such as theethat Christ will be glorified; it is in such desperate cases as thine his
blood will appear efficacious, and his righteousness to justify. Plead
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it, plead it, poor soul. Never, never give it up. Again, alld again,
and again; to-day, to-morrow, go before him.
" Produce thy cause,
bring forth thy strong reasons;" rehearse in his hearing the case of
poor fearful Cranmer, and tell Him as he heard him, as he had mercy
on him, as he saved him, why 1I0t thee? just as needy, as filthy, alld
as guilty, yet just as suitable for the display of omnipotent power, and
the exercise ,of superabounding grace, love, and mercy. ·God make
thee a beggar indeed, poor soul; for He it is that" lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, and causeth him to sit among 'prince's, even thethe princes of the people."
THE EDITOR.
[In a day of ~l""ing professio1l, when Jehol'ah is mocked by fOl'malily; in an age
when PUSEYISM, alias POPERY, with its damnable heresies, is spreading
throngh the length and breadth of the land, we feel gmtefnl for such a contribution as the fullowing. We fhank the writer for the same; and to senti.
ments expressed so timely, we most cOl'dially respond.-ED.J
THE

DUTY OF FASTiNG.

IT has been said with truth, " Man is a religious animal;" and tq supply
the lack of an internal principle, he ever has and ever will resort to externals as a substitute for vital godliness. Never has the church of God wit-'
uessed more of the worship of externals, than in the present day; assuming
as it does every form, figure, and appearance the devil cau invent and man
call adopt. Amongst the endless variety of trifles that occupy the attention of the semi-religionists of our day, the duty and importance of fastino-,
in the minds of· some, takes a prominent place. We would, therefore, in
the Lord's fear, devote a few minutes to the consideration of the subje·ct.
Under the Jewish ceremonies, fasting was appointed by God, and for a
twofold purpose,-for humiliation (Joel, ii. 15), and for representation
(Ex. xvi. 29); the first setting forth externally the condition of man in his
helpless, prostrate, needy state as a sinner; the second exhibiting in type
the nature of the "legal dispensation, till the manifestation of Christ in the
Gospel should bring in "the feast of fat things "promised by God to his
elect; \vhich under the law was typified by the peace offering, the substance of which was the fat of the victim, "All the fat is-the Lord's" (Lev.
iii. 16). When the Christ of God appeared to accomplish redemption
work, to bring "peace, goodwill to men," then the type was unfolded, and
the Gospel was ushered in by the non-observance of fasts (Matt. ix. 14;
Luke vii. at); our Lord's fast of forty days being kept as the law-fulfiller,
and not the exemplar ot the church.
In answer to the disciples' question,
why could not we cast the devil out? (Mark, ix. 29), Christ says, "This
kiwI can come forth by nothing but by prayer and fasting." If the advoca tes for fleshl y fasting fly to this passage for support, then must they
f'xpect to work miracles, which is the plain matter of promise herein contained; and the force of our Lord's meaning is, that the snbjects of such
miraculous power must glorify the Lord's grace by inward and outward
del'otedness to him, the Lord giving the spirit of prayer, and the power to
separate and abstain from all·that would militate against the lit~ divine,
And this we see in every age, the Lord calling his hrightest and best witnesses to closest communion and deepest suffering. Again, it may be
urged, Christ only reprohated the abuse of fasting in the Pharisees, hut
f"YS to his hearers, " When :lje fast." Our Lord, be it remembered, addn;ssed theJews in his prophetical office as a preacher of righteousness,
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und as such rebuked them for their hypocritical fasts; this non-01.Jservance
of the letter of their law being their condemnation if He had never
appeared. The tenor of our Lord's words, in his allowedness of fasting as
a custom prevalent amongst a professing people, "that thou appear not
unto men to fast, but unto thy Father," would incline us to the conclusion
that it'was an inward and spiritual fast, not a carnal and outward abstinence. The apostles, we see from the Acts, maintained the Jewish custom
of fasting, though it is no where commanded in the Epistles; the fasts
therein spoken of are involuntary rather than optional, being coupled with
bodily suffering (2 Cor. vi. 5, and xi, 27). But, some may say, regard
what our Lord says in Matt. ix. 15. In handling this point, we take a
higher stand than all the advocates for duty fasting, for we absolutely aver
that fasting is compnlsatory on the church of God; and these words of our
Lord enter into the very marrow of the experience of every taught and
tried child of God. 'Vhen the fountains of the great deep ·in the heart of
the sinner are broken up; when the holiness of the law was exhibited, and
the soul taught experimentally what Israel was taught typically on the day
of atonement, when sins confessed over the goat by the priest, was accompanied by fasting and affliction of soul among the people; when hell seems
to engulph the sinner, and the damning consequences of sin stare him in
the face; is there any need to tell such an one it is his duty to fast? But,
says an objector, our Lord's words are," 'Vhen the bridegroom is taken
away from them, then shall they fast." Truly; so they do, unto this day.
Let a poor sinner who has tasted that the Lord is gracious; feasted 01) the
honey, milk, and wine of the Gospel; enjoyed the sweet whispers of pardoning love; received assured proofs of covenant interest and eternal union
-let such an one be brought, under divine sovereignty, to fecI all this
withdrawn, and with Job to cry out, "The arrows of the Almighty are
within ,me, the poison thereof drinketh up my spirit; the terrors of God do
set themselves in array against me;" with David, "Thy wrath Iieth hard
upon me, thou hast afflicted me with all thy waves;" with Hezekiah,
" Lord, 1 am oppressed ;" with Jeremiah, ""Vilt thou be altogether unto me
as a liar, and as waters that fail ;" with Paul, " 0 wretched man that 1
am;" ah! there is no need to tell such a poor prison- bound, sin-stricken,
self-condemned soul he must fast one day in the week, for every day is a
fast while this wrath lieth upon him. There was no need to command
Jonah to fast when in the whale's helly; and it is equally gratuitous to
bid the poor sinner fast when the Bridegroom is thus absent. And then,
to turn the picture, how vexatiously burdensome to fast by the calender at
such times as under the light of God's countenance, and. the renovating, invigorating beams of the Sun of Righteousness, the heart expands ill love
divine; when grace gilds every mercy; when peace and thankfulness flow
into the bosom, and the happy child can rejoice in every goorl thing which
the Lord hath given (Dan. xxvi. 11), alld that because the Bridegr:Jom
visits the bride, tells her of his love, whispers pardon alld. peace, and says,
" I will come again and receive you unto myself." ,Then it is " the days
of mourning (for that time) are ended," and the child of God can eat his
meat in gladness and singleness of heart, testifying to a Gospel truth,
"Every creature of God is good, and nothing to be 'refused, if it be
received with thanksgiving." Reader! what knowest thou of such a fast
.'
and such a feast?
As to the custom or practice of fasting, apart from all legal observance,
under the form of duty, we have only one remark to make. Any of the
Lord's people who think they can at times worship or hear more corn fort, ably on an empty than a full stomach, we say, Forbear from food if it aid
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your exercises, only let it be done apart from all sense of duty, obligation,
and legality; it is not enjoined, therefore you may omit it. But if an enlightened conscience tell you it would render your body less of an impediment in the way of Gospel services, or suit the frame of your mind under
the various trials incident to a time state, then we say, you may fast; but
neither if you eat are you the better, or if you eat not are you the worse.
And times there are and must be in every beiiever's experience, when to
forbear fasting is an act of self-denial rather than self-indulgence. The
great aim of the church's enemy is to take sinners off from the Gospel, the
character of which is believing, and draw them to the law, the distinguishing feature of which is doing. And. against fasting as a ditty the apostle
warns the church when he says, " Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that
in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils, commanding to abstain from meats,
which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them that
believe and know the truth."

CORRESPONDENCE.
To the dear Church of Christ at Unicorn Yard, London.
Dearly beloved brethren and sisters in the Lord our righteousness and
strength; grace and peace, with every new covenant blessing, he
multipled to you, and the whole congregation of the faithful in Christ
Jesus.
I have been anxious to write yOIl, but hitherto I have had but little that
is favourable to communicate. From the delicate state of my lungs, the
severe cold has been thought much against any rapid progress towards the
establishment of my health; yet, through the Lord's blessing, from the fine
clear air of this place, I feel greatly relieved in my health.
My mind has been much exercised; and my past and present affliction,
necessity laid upon.me to leave my dear family, and the dear people whose
soul's profit I have so ardently sought, is all too hard and mysterious for
me. And when I lose sight of our heavenly Father's all-wise arrangements, I can only say with the Psalmist, "From the end of the earth will
J cry unto thee; when my heart is overwhelmed, lead me to the Rock that
is higher than I" (Psalm lxii. i). These things have furnished me with
. many errands to t.he throne of mercy; and amidst a thousand revolving
thoughts, sleepless hours, 'and sharp conflicts between flesh and spirit, faith
and unbelief, believing and hoping against hope, yet tempted and assailed
with doubts and desponding fears, my soul has passed through deep
waters. But oh! my dear fellow-travel1ers to Zion, amidst all these
changes and chequered scenes, the great and glorious truths of the Gospel,
which for the last nine years I have uniformly preached unto you, are all
my stay and my staff.
"Our love through many changes goes,
God's loye no variation knows."
"If we believe not, he abideth faithful, he cannot deny himself." Oh·!
what a mercy we have not a religion to seek, but come what may, our hope
is in the Rock of ages, the Triune God of our salvation, whose grace is indeed sufficient, and whose strength is made perfect in our weakness. I
bless· my God on your behalf,. for the faithful and acceptable supplies in the
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pulpit, and I cease not to pray for the unction .of the Holy Ghost npon
them, and the abundant consolations of the love of God, through thei'r tes"
timony to your souls. Oh! prize the truth, the full, rich, yea-and-amen
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. Alas! there are but few, comparatively,
who stand by the whole truth which is in Jesus. If it is the Lord's will, I
long to he restored to health, and tCl preach to you as-in former days, and
the preaching God has bidden, which the Holy ~host has written in the
S~riptures and stereotyped in our hearts.
With David I can say, "As for
God, his way is perfect j" and with Job, "He knows the way that I take,
and when he has tried me, I shall corneforth (not as dross, but) as gold."
But the present condition of my mind is best expressed in 2 Sam. xv.
25, :!G, <, And the King said unto Zadok, Carry back the ark of God into
the city; if I shall find favour in the eyes of the Lord, he will hring me
again, and show me both it and his habitation. But if he thus say, 1 have
no delight in thee; behold, here am I, let him do as seemeth good unto
him." Verily this is my desire from the heart, however his God-like wisclom may det.ermine and dispose of me.
Now, my dear brethren and sisters in Christ Jesus, let me intreat you to
he much in prayer, regular in your attendan.ce upon the Lord's house, walk
in love, Jive in peace, and may we have grace to adorn the doctrine of God
our Saviour in all things, " whose witnesses we are." And may we ever
hear in mind, that God hath predestinated us to be conformed to the image
of his Son, and he hath made Jesus precious to us who have believed on
him through grace; hath pronounced us a chosen generation, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people; that we should show forth the
praise of him who hath called us out of darkness into his marvellous light.
To him who is the one and only Jehovah, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, I
commend you, and with love to each and all, I remain,
Your faithful and affectionate Pastor,
Plymo!tth, March 3, 1H43.
.
D. DENHAM.

To a Friend.
~{v DEAR SISTER,

Knowing it has been your lot (appoInted fOf you by the unerring wisdom of your heavenly Father) to pass through many deep and dark places
in Christian experience, I am anxious, as God may allow me, to communicate to you a little of the consolation and' encouragement' I received last
night, while listening to a sermon of my dear Pastor's, at Grove Chapel,
from those blesse~ words contained in Isaiah, lii. 10, "He hath made the
depths of the sea a way for the ransomed to pass over." I can only give
you my reminiscences of the .discourse, as I was too deeply and keenly interested in the subject to take many notes of it at the time; and I know
not how it is with you, but when the Lord puts much savour into any discourse I hear, though the substance and the savour may abide, the literal
expressions are often· lost. When God has secured the jewel, which is his
blessing, the casket, however precious as the medium of communication, is
frequently let slip. However, as I know God still hath his way in the sea,
and oft€n puts his dear children there on purpose that they may ineet with
him, I will endoavour to gather up some 0'£ the precious thoughts delivered
last evening, professing myself not at all disinterested in this matter, but
allowing that I am chiefly inl!.uenced so to do by this declaration, " There
is that scattereth and yet increaseth; and there is that withholdeth more
than is meet, and it tendeth to poverty" (Prov. xi. 2.t). May we, my dear
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sister, be found amongst tbe increasing ,ones, and may all our increase be
of God; and then we need not be much surprised if we have some depths
to pass over, ere this increase be obtained.
My dear Pastor commenced his discourse from the words I have mentioned, hy remarking that, Goers thoughts are not our thoughts, lIeither
are our ways his ways (Isaiah, Iv. 5). There is many a way which seems
right and desirable to us, nay, it may appear to he the very best way, but
it is not God's way. He has his own way of working in his providential
dealings towards his children, and also in his gracious leadings in their experience; he giveth no acconnt of these matters, nor may any dare call
his faithfulness or wisdom in question on the point. God chose to lead
the children of Israel through the Red Sea to the land of Canaall, although
that was not the most direct way; for, as a reference to the map will show,
they might have arrived at Canaan without crossing the Red Sea. It was
a way directly opposed to the dictates of sense and reason, for it must have
puzzled the brightest capacity of the most clear-sighted I sraE'lite amongst
them, to have conjectured how they 'would have escaped being drowned in
the sea; hut the Red ~ea was God's appointed route for them, and by
none other could they-reach the l~.nd of Canaan. And not less so, tried
believer, is the dreary depth through which you are now passing in soulconflict, or the fierce assaults of Satan, or the perplexities in providential
dispensations, the very road marked out for you by which you are to steer
clear illto your promised inheritance, even the kingdom of heaven. I t may
seem to you just the wrong way, the path of destruction, in which you
must be completely overwhelmed; but no, he who hath made the depths of
the sea a way for the ransomed to pass over, has appointed this from all
eternity as the very way, the best way to lead you home to his 'lwn embrace.
In speaking from the words before us, we shall consider three thiugsI. The national character specified i-the ransomed.
Il. The object of pursuit i-the land of Canaan.
Ill. The way of approach to it i-the Red Sea.
I. The national character specified i-the ransomed. These are all
grace-taught souls. All God's children shall be taught of him. Ah! says
that trembling soul, this is the very thing, I want to know whether God is
indeed my teachE'r; for I sometimes fear I have adopted my creed, and
learnt my experience from man's teachillg. WE'll, come, poor soul, 1 de~ire to help you in the decision; I would descend to the wE'akest child of
God preEellt, who may be tremblingly anxious on this all-important point,
. whether God has been his teacher, or man. Man's teaching always tends
to puff up the poor sinner, and inflates him with pride, whilst God's tr-aching invariably humbles, and leads the soul to exclaim, "Lord, I am vile,"
and induces the cry of the poor publican, "God be merciful to me a
sinner." Now what has been the tendency of the teaching you have received? An honest answer to this question will at once decide to which
family you belollg, and whether yOIl may include. yourself among the
grace-taught children of God. These grace-tauA'ht children of God, having
one teacher, are sure to be orthodox; and I will mention thrE'e points of
orthodoxy which are conspicuous in them :-They renounce all creature
help and self-dependance; OW~l their rnin·ed and undone condition; see
themsE'lves vile, wretched, and lost i and trust implicitly and elltirely fn
Jesus alone, whilst they discover the blessed adaptatioll of his person, work,
and official responsibility to their helpless and lost condition, and have ,Ill
illsatiable hungering and thirsting· after him, which refuses to be satisfied
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with anything else, and expresseJ:! itself in languag.e like the psalmist, " As
the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth' my soul after thee, 0
God" (Psalm xlii. 1). If you can claim these three points of orthodoxy in
personal experience, I maintain you possess the national character of God's
people; that you are ransomed; grace-taught and not man-taught. I hail
you as a fellow-companioll, a fellow-traveller, and a fellow-heir, however
tribulated may be the path in which you are now treading. If God is
making the depths of spiritual conflict and soul-desertion, even the hidings
cif his countenance, a way for you, as the ransomed of the Lord, to pass
over unto himself, quarrel not Wilh him ahout it, bnt bless his name, however rongh the way may be, it is the right way to a city of habitation
(Psalm cvii. 7).
H. We are to notice in the second place, the object these rimsomed ones
were pursuing ;--the land of Canaan, their promised inheritance. This
was a land flowing with milk and honey, typical of everything that is
nourishmg, supporting, and productive of real happiness and delight. It
was their ordained inheritance, and the very place where God had promised to come and reside with them. Ah! my brother, his presence here
is delightful, and the deepest sorrow a real .child of God can know, is felt
by the hidings of his count.enance whose favour is life. ""Vho is among'
you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of his servant, that walketh in darkness, and hnth no light (no bright shining), let him trust in the
name of the Lord, and stay himself upon his God" (Isaiah, I 10). Here
I must observe, that I believe our comforts, our privileges, and our enjoyments, are adjusted for us by God himself, with an eye to, and in some
measure according to, the grace' which has enabled us to glorify him in
our life, walk, and conversation;' for he himself declares, " If ye will"walk
contrary t.o me, I will also walk contrary unto yon ~, (Lev. xxvi.). The land
of Canaan was typical of the kingdom of heaven, and the entrance of the
children of Israel there typified the escape of tbe children of God from this
wilderness, and their entrance into everlasting rest and eternal blessedness,
where they shall sorrow no more at all,
HI. But we must hasten to our third particular, in which we are to
speak of the way of approach to this promised inheritance ;-the Red Sea.
This typifies the deep waters of tribulation through which God's children
are called to pass in their road to heaven. I have chosen this word tribulation, because it is a comprehensive one, and may refer to a variety of
trials, such as bodily sickness and weakness, providential straits, difficulties,
or privations, sore bereavements, losses or crosses, and all the various perplexities that attend I a wilderness course; 'thus tpe children of God are
oftentimes made to understand something of the position of the children of
Israel, when the Red Sea lay before them, and they were pursued by the
Egyptians, with Pihahiroth on one side, and Baalzephon on the other.
There are also appalling depths in personal experil.'llce, known only to real
believers. Soul distress and anguish caused by the withholding of God's
countenance, the fierce and fiery assaults of the enemy of souls, the fury of
the oppressor, which makes the child of God mourn, grieve, and despond,
sometimes darkens all his evidences, beclouds his soul, hides past enjoyments from view, often leading him to question their reality, till the point
is so far yielded as to ascribe that to imagination which has been the work
of God in the soul. Ah! this is a dreary deep indeed; with the psalmist..
the soul exclaims, " SaI'e me, 0 God, for the waters come into my soul; 1
sink in deep mire, where there. is no standing; I am come into deep waters,
where the floods overflow me" (Psalm Ixix. 1, 2). This is a horrible pit
and miry clay ; there seems to be no foot-hold here; the waters appear to
z
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the troubled wnl, not waters to swim in, not waters to pass over, hilt
water~ to inundate ami drown the soul in eternal perdition: he cannot wade
through them, it seems to him impossible that his soul can survive de':
struction, and death seems staring him in the face; but, however low the
believer may sink, his head is ahvays above water.
I think I have heard
sonjething about a lighthouse ;ntended to be placed in a perilons part of
the ocean, to be called the." Light of all nations;" how this may answer
the purpose for which it is intended, I know not, but I can place a beauteous lighthouse in the view of the poor believer, thus tossed on the mighty
deep, engag-ed in the fearful storm, and affrighted by the loud tempest,
and it is this," Fear not, when thou passest through the waters, I will be
with thee, and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee" (Isaiah,
xliii. 2). Remember, poor soul, these very depths are the way for the
ransomed to pass over, though they do not all-nay, I think I may say
that but few, pass through these very deep places in personal experience.
- But yon- will recollect this was the way the apostles confirmed the
disciples, "Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to
contiuue in the faith, and that we must through mnch tribulation enter
into the kingdom of God" (Acts, xiv. 22) .. 'Vherefore see, poor sonl, you
are on safe ground, fo~ it is apostoJical ground. The Red sea was the
path for the Israelites to traverse, but it was not so fOl'the Egyptians; for
when they essayed to go over, thcy were all drowned. Learn from this,
that the sea of soul conflict, of sore tribulation, through which you ai'e
passing, is a way the worldling never treads; he knows it 1Iot; and the
very exp~rience over which you mourn so deeply, and on account of which
you refuse all comfort, is that which proves you most conspicuously to be
amongst those ransomed ones for whom God makes the depths of the sea
a way that they may pass over, eV€ll into a deeper acquaintance with
their own hearts, a deeper knowledge of himself, and nearer intimacy and
communion with a Triune Jehovah. To whatever measuremellt these
waters of affliction may reach, they cannot exceed or overtop God's gracious
appointment; and he is determined to make them a way for you- to pass
over; not a deep for you to remain in, but a way for you to pass over.
Poor Jonah knew something of these deeps, when he talks of the waters
corn passing him about, even to the soul; the. depth closing him round
about, the weeds wrapped abom his head, and the earth with her bars
about him for ever. 'Vell might his soul faint; he was so troubled that he
coulci not speak, cry, or groan; but even here he says, "Yet will I look
again ;" and that look brought deliverance, for the fish vomited Jonah out
upon the dry land. The believer knows what it is sometimes to be so distressed, he cannot pray, cannot lay his case before God, or tell it to a
fellow-christian, at the same time, perhaps, corruptions are active, and
Satan busy with his suggestions, "What! yon a child of God, and feel
thus? " Ah! there is much pride in the hearts of God's ransomed ones,
and he often takes these severe measures to humble and prove his ch i1dren,
to let them see a little of what is in their heart, and to hide pride from
thE'ir eyes. "Vhen these depths are waded through, the believer will learn
'something of the value of divine teaching, and be ready to acknowledge
that none teacheth like God. These d~-pths may refer also to the dear
Rede<'mer's unexampled sufferings, who trod the wine-press alone, and of
the people there was none with him (Isaiah, Jxiii. 3); who in his bitterest
agonies was forsaken by all, and who alone could say, " All thy_ wavE'S and
thy billows are gone over me" (Psalm·xlii. 7). Here is something meritorions, which cannot be found in the lowest depths God's people have to
wade through; but his thus meritoriou:;ly passing over before them in this.
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consecrated way, has sweetened the roughest, the darkest path they may
have to tread, and should tend to softetl every sorrow; for who would not
desire, with the apostle Paul, to know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sutn,rings (Phi!. iii. 10). My brother, draw
not such hasty and unwise conclusions, because God is calling yOll to pass
through deep waters; it is the way of diviue appointment; and remember,
God is couferring a high honour upon you, which he grants not to all his
children to the same extent, by allowing you thus to tread in the dear Redeemer's footsteps, and to have fellowship with him in his, sufferings, Oh!
take down your harp from the willows, and tnne it to the high praises of
God, who, though he is leading you through dark and mysterious paths, is
making a way for you in the depths of the sea, as the ransomed of the
Lord, that you may pass over, and be brought home to eternal glpry. .
1 have thus given you a short account, from recollection, of that which
was applied with unction and savour to my own soul. :May the Lord b.less
the perusal of it, and comfort you, and others of his dear family, who m~y
be in any trouble, with the comfort wherewith he hath himself comforted
me"; giving us to exult that we are included amongst his ransomed pnes,
even though our brightest proof of this may be found in the fact, that God
is making the depths of the sea a way for'us to pass over unto himself. .
Your companion and sister in the path of tribulation, which leads to a
city of habitation,
.

X.

Cfllnbe1'well.

CORRESPONDENCE OF THE LATE YOUTHFUL
H. A. HARRIS.
LETTER XVIlI.-To MR. J - - S - - .
l\ly DEAR FRIEND,
Still absent, I feel a sweet pleasure in thus communing with those'I
love as I do you. Though our bodies are so far apart, our hearts are u\lited
in Him who is ever near to those who are the purchase of his blood., But,
alas! how far we live beneath the privileges of children; we often have.no
higher care than to eat (with the dogs) of the crumbs that fall from the
master's table. And do we desen'e these? " If thou hadst been strict to
mark our iniquities, Lord, who should stand?" But we can rejoice that
we do not stand on our own deservings,-

" But far, f~r above the vain earth we reside in,
''ris Immanuel, Jesus, our souls can confide in;
Our names are engraved on his heart and his hands,
And blood and salvation transfer all demands."
~, He W<;iS made sin for us who knew no sin, that we might be made tIle
righteousness of God in him." Oh! how delightful would this wilderness
be if Jesus always smiled; too delightful, we should cea,e t) long for his
illlm€diatc presence; we should wish to make our rest where He hassl;lid
we are but to sojourn.
Perhaps you want to know the state of my mind; J answer in one wor.d,
" Twilight." I wduld plead his promise, "In evening time ~t shall be
light" (N.B.-Not twilight) ; but I often vex the Holy Spirit, anilhe does
not help me to do so. I can say of a truth,
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" Return, oh! holy Dove, return,
Sweet mes8enger of rest;
I hate the sins that made thee mourn,
And drqve thee from my breast."

" I long to be s.inless and glorious,
I long to be happy in heaven."
"Yet a season and we know,
Happy entrance will be given,
All who love the Lord below,
Shall dwell with him in heaven."

Can you say this, my dearest friends? I think I can sometimes; but my
spiritual wings seem cut; I cannot rise towards the Sun as I would; but J
hope" when he appears I shuB be like him, and see him as he i8." With
kind love to you, and all Elpiritual wishes for your spiritual prosperity, I
remain, my dear friends,
Yours, in the bond of bonds, very affectionately,
NIYV. 6th, 1836.
HENRY ALFltED HARRIIJ.

To the Edit01' of the Gospel Magazine.
DEARLY BELOVEH AND FAITHFUL BROTHER IN THE CAUSE OF GOD AND
TRUTH.

Great grace be upon you, and all the family who trust in his name.
In the constant habit of beholding disagreement, my mind of late has been
Id, with deep and sorrowful meditation, to witness the present gloomy
state of God's family in their disunion witll each other; which I think, of all
subjects, ought to occupy a few pages in your Gospel miscellany. I assure
you it is with intense Christian feeling that I am led to ask, Where are the
seers of Israel? And does not a criminal inattention mark the conduct of
such silence, while the enemy is making such ravages upon the comf!»'t
and peace of Zion; for one foe within is worse than ten without;. and
such is the malice of her inveterate assailant, that it adds to his infernal
pleasure to see the brethren divided and separated from each other. I am
led to make these remarks from a personal acquaintance; I have in my
own bosom to lament before the footstool of my heavenly Father, and
which indeed forms no small burden to my inmost soul; at the same time,
I behold in others, that which they have measured out to their brethren is
- fully meted to them back again and running over. I write of these
lamentable facts, Mr. Editor, under awful conviction of their wrong; and
that it may please the Lord, ill his rich, unctuous, life-giving grace, to
enable us to live above all persollal animosity and strife, prejudice and ill.
will against one another, who profess one alld the same saving, operative
faith in the Lamb. The hlowing up of these hot coals of discord in the
camp has done. more hurt than all the ontward evils which have befallen
the true sanctuary, in the isms which are afloat; 'because in these her faith
is only assailed, in the former her peace is broken and outward comfort
destroyed. I am sure the revealed will of Jehovah breathes a spirit quite
different; and it is to our present comfort that we "fall not out by the
way;" that the Gospel knows tlOt of any other spirit than to" esteem
o'llers better than ourselves." And here spiritual virtue carries with' it
i , own reward, while those" who observe lying vanities, forsake their own
mercy." In these. things I desire to say as Paul did, "I speak as unto \
wise men, judge ye what I say." 1 find it al ways best to appeal to thj.
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heart and conscience of the Lord's taught family, that "in the mouth of
two witnesses every word may be established;" whether it be for reproof
or instruction; which, in the hand of the almighty Spirit, is made an
ordinance that tends to the glory of Jehovah, and the soul's real good.
And surely, if ever there was a time that called for Christian nnity more
than others, it is at this most eventful period; I say at this present Goddishonouring, error-spreading, papal-advancing, antichristian state, when
shortly the vitals of godliness will be tested in our land, aJld every honest
and faithful servant of the Lord Jesus Christ will be brought into trying
circumstances for the faith. Let us not be blind and trifle with our best
interests, with our high dignity of character, as the jewels which shall
hereafter deck the royal diadem of Christ, nor suffer the black demons of
. hell internally to put us off our guard; but. as a little handful, and in ourselves a poor little feeble band, yet in the Lord's might stand forth as an
army for God; and, after having so done, to be enabled to stand. I have
read somewhere of one who said, "When the devil is let loose upon the
flock, the sheep wiII run· together." May this be realized in our midst;
though at present 1 see many evidences to the contrary. 0 Lord, arise, and
do thine own work; gird on thy sword, and cause every foul fiend to flee
before thee out of the camp; and suffer not thy little inv isihle chilrch to
fall a prey to this devouring enemy who is thrusting hard at her. I
sincerely desire that some abler pen than mine may be drawn in defence
of this most important subject, until, in the hands of the Holy Spirit, some
good may evidently be done to lessen the prejudices of good men towards
each other, and real love established throngh the medium of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE.
As an old man, 1 deplore the spirit which obtains among
many who are valiant for the truth. yet interlard the same with personalities, which carry not conviction and edification to the body of
Christ. Are we not brethren? Are we not the anointed of the Lord?
Do we not profess to bear the image of Jesus?, And shall we prostitute
that holy liberty to the pride of the flesh?
"Brethren, these things
ought not so to be." Let us be sober, wise, and courteous; and as children of the day walk in the light and love of the truth, in obedience to
Christian obligation.
Such a course is not to sacrifice principle, hut
rather to carry it out;* it is not to blink human nature, but to·set the feet
of grace upon its dominion; it is not to launch out upon a flesh and blood
system, but it is to detect the enemy within, and beg the Lord's arm ·and
power to drive him hence. I feel what I now write, and desire to throw
my soul at the throne, that the Lord may regard his dear Zion, and
speedily send help to his mourners. I ask you who kllow the Lord, if
.when grace is in exercise upon the heart and affections, is not the body
full of li?:ht? Is there, at that moment, a single desire to cast stones?
Can old Surmise show himself then? Do not all mountains of prejudice
subside and become a level? Yes. But it is an enemy has done it, and
he is at his old work again. Alas! alas! so it is; but oh! what a mercy
to mortify the deeds and motions of the flesh, and to flee from youthful
lusts. Paul might well admonish ~o this, and his thorn given always aC:lmonisbed him. And I now see, tbat after so many years in which I have
been enabled to advocate the truth in the love and ·fear·of il, which has
been bound to my heart in strong ties, nev-er I believe to be broken, with
a judgment given me into the truth as it is in Christ, I find myselfoften
carried away by the law in my members,. which combats the law of my
mind., Oh! dear brother, what cause have the saints to have patience one
• Reader, mark tbat !-Eo.
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with the other, in orner to tell out the forbearance and mercy of a cove..
nant God, aun to love as brethren, who are of one family, chosen,
redeemed, and precious, as the Lord's portion. Soon I hope to go in to
prove, my inheritaflce.
Yours, in Him,
J.
EssEx.
[The fore!{oing letter-from the pen of an old man (our beloved f"iend and
highly-esteemed correspondent).- breathes the ve,'y spirit we have been
anxious to see cherished hy the living members ~f the household of faitb. It
was upon this ground we came forward. Our one object, aim, and desire was
instrumentally to UNITE THE SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF ZION ; to urge upon them,
in the face of the Dear approach of an outward but powerful foe, and under a
deep conviction of internal enemies, t.o strive 10 waive minor differences,
secondary views on points of doctrine or modes o-f worship, in order that
t.hey may he sensibly united as one common band, one blessed household, one
living family under one gracious Head; destined by the same almighty Jesus
to be made more than conquero,'s, and t.hrough the bestowment of the same
rich grace, to spend a happy eternity togeiher. But, upon t.his very ground,
by many have we been misconstrued; aud from the, pulpit and the press,
charged with a want of solid principle, and been subjected to misrepresentation
and reproach. To this, however, we are become somewhat indifferent. He
by whose Spirit we have been taught, and by whose power we have been
sustained, has strengtheued us, and we trust will strengthen us to endure all.
And whilst we repeat our conviction, that not the least evil of the present day is
the DISUNION OF THE REn CHURCH, we declare our intention of having nought
to do with FAMILY QUARRELS. As long as HE, whose we are, and whom (in
our imperfect manner) we desire to serve, sees fit to continue us as the
Editor of this Magazine (and we hope to drop in the field) .. however the
mind may be led to combat outward/ves, daring intruders, and men or measures
that threaten to invade such rights and privileges as belong to the church
of God; be it distinctly understood,'that we come before Zion, we traverse
her streets, crying, "Peace, peace, through the' blood .of his cross." And
God the eternal Spirit, whose truth and whose people he hath made more dear
to us than life itself, bless, according, to his own infinite mind an will, our
feehle means.
So prays the church's willing servant,
THE EDITOR.]

G.:

EDITORIAL NOTICE.
A Plea for the Weekly Ob8erva.nce of the Lord'8 Supper, with 8'llgge8tiom as to the proper mode of its Administration. London: Ward
and Co., 27, Patern08ter Row.

Pp. 100.

GOD forbid that we should advance anything which may be deservedly
construed into speaking lightly of an ordinance so sacred as that of the
Lord's supper j we should tremble so to do. We deem it a high privilege for the members of the household of faith to sit down in detached
numbers to an ordinanc.e instituted in commemoration of the closin&
,
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scene of' our <.lear Loi'd's mission, and in sweet anticipation of that
blessed supper of the Lamb, at which all, without a missing "hoof"
(Ex. x. 26), shall ere long be present. But whilst we speak of its institution by our blessed Lord himself, and feebly dwell on the exalted
privilege to be present at the table when .the Master manifestly pre~
sides, yet we do maintain, that the stress laid upon it by multitudes is
such, as whilst by the ignorant communicant it is counted of a beneficial and even saving character, a stumbling~block is thrown in the
approaching steps of many a poor, broken-hearted sinner, who
"Longs to lay hold, but dares not presume."

Many a communicant looks for comfort in the ordinance, but he looks
to be disappointed; and why? in order that he may be brought to
look above ail ordinances, unto Him, the sum" the substance of all.
Many a spectator enjoys more than a communicant, and why? because,
not partakinll; of the symbols, he is necessarily compelled to look
beyond them; not that by these remarks, as we have previously hinted,
would we be understood to speak slightingly of the ordinance; God
,forbid!
Let It man "be thoroughly persuaded in his own mind;"
let him, if exercised about it, betake himself unto prayer, and watch
the peculiar leadings of his spirit, "not conferring with flesh and
blood," as to when and where he is to partake of it.
In connexion with these remarks, we allude to the work mentioned
at the commencement of this paper. For a small volume, it is one of
considerable research; and did the meart8 secure the end, or did they
possess anything of a saving character in themselves considered, we
should think the work before us of more importance than we now feel
disposed to do. 'We grow in our conviction of the inefficiency of all
means short of the positive power and demonstration of the Holy
Ghost; indeed, a formal observance of, an undue reliance upon, them,
we count as the very citadel in which the arch deceiver of souls takes
up his abode. As' before mentioned in our present Number, we shall
be misjudged, highly censured, and a thousand evil things said of us
upon this avowal of our opinion; but God, before whom all hearts are
open, is our judge. " He searcheth the hearts and triest the reins of
the children of men." We therefore leave the subject and the work in
question, to the particular. operation of each individual's own mind, not
presuming, as previously hinted, to lay down a' rule for any man to
walk by; the heart, the mind being the standard, and not the mere
outward form or ceremony, whatever it b~, in which the heart mayor
may not be engaged.

•

ORIGINAL POETRY.
AN ELEGY ON THE REV. JOSEPH HART, WHO DIED MAY 24, 1768,
AGED FIFTY-SIX YEARS.
'
men by tbis or tbat incentive led,
Lavisb tbeir praises on some mortal dead,
Should faithful, valiant HART be quite forgot,
By'those who with him bad their destined lot?

'WHILE

\
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When the predestinating God had fixed,
To hear from him the Gospel, pure, unmixed?
No; let his memory be immortalized;
Such honour'd champions should be highly prized.
With other worthies, who for truth Were bold,
In no mean piace let HART'S name be enrolled,
Who God's whole counsel shunned not to show,
Concerning sinners and the chosen few.
Strong in his God, nor moved by frowns nor smiles,
To feed the purchased flock he spared no toils;
In heavenly wisdom wise as well as brave,
To each their portion in due Season gave.
To the rebellious chiding to the quick,
Balm to tlle wounded, med'cine to the sick;
An'd with the Spirit's swo~d dealt mighty blows
To those who dared the truths of God oppose.
By these much dreaded, by Truth's friends esteemed,
HART lived to praise the God who him redeemed.
Who, when his work was done,-conveyed him hence
To bliss ineffable, divine, intense.
To praise and. to extol,eJecting grace,
In heavenly mansions, with th' elected race.
J. TOWERS.

WHAT WE KNOW NOT NOW WE SHALL KNOW HEREAFTER.
MYRIADS of saints have gained the shore,
'Vhere Satan's power is felt no more,
And fiery trials cease';
Like us they toil'd and wrestled here,
Burden'd with sin, oppress'd with fear;
And now they rest in peace.

In vain we seek their joys to know,
While we are pilgrims here below,
And mark the path they trod;
Our souls must leave this mortal clay
Ere we- can trnly know or say,
How men can dwell with GOD.

Sal/ord.

R. C.

ACROSTIC.-HUGH LATIMER.
HAIL! highly favoured servant of the Lord,
Unflinching champion of his sacred word;
Great was thy patience, thy reward is great;
Heaven's sweetest joys thy suffering soul await.
Love, heavenly love, sustained thee in the strife,
And steel'd thy heart against the love oflife ;
T rnst in the Saviour still upheld thy faith,
I n all the .lingering agonies of death.
M ore than a conqueror, through God's only Son,
Eternal vi~tor, victory thou hast won.
R est, sweetly rest, thy toil and pain ,are done.

H. W. B.
Il. ·A. OOUUNEY, CITY PRESS t 1, LONG LaNE.

