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BOUNDLESS GRACE AND MERCY FOR ANY POOR
SINNER WHO FEELS HIS WANTS; OR, COME AND
WELCOME TO JESUS CHRIST.
"Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in
mine house, and prove me now herewith, sa'ith the Lord of hosts, if I
will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing."MAL. iii. 10.
BELOVED, you will remember we dwelt upon the early part of this
passage in the March number. We endeavoured therein to show
how the Lord encouraged His people to draw near unto Him, and at
the same time, sought to prove, from the language before us, how
acceptable were the offerings of faith; that whatever was done with an
eye to Christ, or springing from a sense of His love and goodness and
mercy, was well-pleasing to the Lord. We testified that the fruits of
faith as brought forth in the soul by the powerful working of the
Holy Ghost, could not be otherwise than acceptable to J ehovah. It
constitutes, assuredly, in one sense a phase of that glorious truth
spoken of by the prophet, "He shall see of the travail of His soul, and
be satisfied." These offerings to God of a sweet-smelling savour, constitute in part "the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ,
to the glory and praise of God."
Furthermore, we endeavoured to show how these fruits-or these
tithes brought into the storehouse of divine love and mercy-were, so
to speak, dealt out again, to the glory of J ehovah, and to the profit
and edification of His dear children.
In a certain sense, these precious fruits of faith, as wrought in the
souls of the redeemed by the Holy Ghost, and in direct connexion
with and bearing upon that new, distinct, and imperishable life which
s
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He infuses and maintains in the hearts of' His quickened ones, may
be said to be somewhat like the corn which the Egyptians brought to
J oseph during the seven years of plenty. This was all stored up
in the granaries and storehouses which he provided. Then, when
dearth came, the poor famine-stricken ones resorted thither for supply.
"Go unto J oseph," was the counsel given on every hand. J oseph
was a glorious type of Christ; and, as the type opened the storehouses
to supply the pressing necessities of the people, so the Antitype opens
out the treasuries of His grace, for the maintenance and support of
His poor and needy ones. As the corn with which the Egyptians
were supplied, sprang from the seed which J oseph had dealt out to the
people, and with which they had sown the land, so, in a certain sense,
that with which the waiting souls of the redeemed are supplied,
are the" precious fruits brought forth by the sun, and the precious
things put forth by the moon." What are" the chief things of the
ancient mountains, and the precious things of the lasting hills, and
the precious things of the earth and fuIness thereof," but the goings
forth of J ehovah in gracious covenant acts of love, mercy, and grace
for and on the behalf of His people? All the consolations and all the
blessedness are drawn from the Lord's dealings with His dear bloodbought Church. All and everything that strengthens and invigorates
the souls of His people is drawn from the treasury of His word,
opening and unfolding as it does, where He has met with them-how
He has dealt with them-and to what unspeakable blessedness He has
nltimately conducted them.
We ask the believing and Spirit-taught reader, whether all light and
comfort does not come thus? "'hether present peace and consolation
do not spring from the contemplation of what the Lord is and ever has
been to and for His people, as well as what He is in Himself? Nay,
there is no contemplating the Lord apart from His redeemed. It was
once said-and well said, too-" I know of no Church separate from
Christ, and of no Christ separate from His Ohurch" Christ and His
people are indissolubly and unalterably one, and therefore there is a
beautiful identity and a blessed oneness in all His acts and dealings.
And in this sense also, "there can be no schism in the body."
"Whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it, or one
member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it."
This, beloved, brings, us to our next point, "Prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts." Now this word" prove" means to try,
or put to the test, as one would examine and purify metals in the fire.
The word, as here used, sets forth most wondrously the kindness
and condescension of the Lord towards His people. It is marvellous
that He should thus as it were challenge them to test and try Him in
the most scrupulous and rigid way. It is as though He would say,
"Don't take my bare word for it, but probe and prove what I say to
the very utmost."
Reader, in order to show in some degree the sense of the word as
here used, we would refer you to some few Scriptures, by way of illus-
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tration. Tmn to Gen. xlii. 15, 16, where J oseph says, with respect
to his brethren, "Hereby ye shall be proved: By the life of Pharaoh
ye shall not go forth hence, except yom youngest brother come hither.
Send one of you, and let him fetch yam brother, and ye shall be kept
in prison, that yom words may be proved, whether there be any truth
in you: or else by the life of Pharaoh surely ye are spies." Now,
what a severe test was this; what a terrible ordeal was that to which
the brethren were subjected, when J oseph "put them all together into
ward three days."
How wonderfully gracious, therefore, and how condescending of the
Lord, to make use of such a term, in regard to His people testing and
trying Him! How the Lord thus comes down, and meets the necessities of His people. How does He thus deal with them, as poor, wayward, shortsighted, frail creatmes. What can be more gracious or
loving i'
Again, we meet with the same word in Psalm xvii. 3, "Thou hast
proved mine heart; Thou hast visited me in the night; Thou hast
tried me, and shalt find nothing." Now, we know how sorely and
how long the Psalmist was tried: who more so? Yet here the Lord
would, as it were, change places with His people. As He had tried
them, now He would seem to s~y, "Come now, you shall try me."
In Psalm lxvi. 10, we read, "Thou, 0 God, hast proved us: Thou
hnst tried us, as silver is t1··ied;" and then the Psalmist describes in
what way they had been tried. "Thou broughtest us," he says,
" into the net; thou laidst affliction upon om loins. Thou hast caused
men to ride over om heads; we went through fire and through
water." Here was a five-fold mode of trial, anyone of, which, without
divine sustaining power, would have been enough to have overwhelmed
and issued in destruction.
Yet the Lord, by adopting the self-same word, intimates His willingness to be tested and tried to the very last degree, by His people.
In the 8Ist Psalm and at the 7th verse, we have the same word.
" Thou calledst in trouble, and I delivered thee; I answered thee in
the secret place of thunder: I proved thee at the waters of Meribah."
Here again is material for deep thought and reflection, when we consider how the Lord tested I~1'ael in the desert. Then, in the 95th Psalm
and 9th verse, we have the testing in a directly opposite way-the
people testing the Lord, rather than the Lord the people. " To-day,
if ye will hear His voice, harden not yom heart, as in the provocation,
and as in the day of temptation in the wilderness: when yom fathers
tempted me, proved me, and saw my work."
Hence, from these various Scriptures, we see, beloved reader, how
mercifully and how condescendingly the Lord encourages His people
to test and try His divine faithfulness. In what terms could He set
forth more strongly or graciously His interest in and love towards
them? How kind and how tender are His remonstrances: in what a
loving and gentle way does He thus treat with His people!
We come now to consider upon what the Lord seeks to be proved:
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" Prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open
you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing." Consider
. once more, dear reader, the Speaker, and the merciful and most condescending position He assumes. He," the High and the lofty One,
that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy," thus treating with a
poor worm of the earth, crushed beneath the moth, putting as it were
His very heavens at his service and command!
The" windows of heaven." Let us contemplate the expression for
a few moments, nor let us forget that when the Lord is pleased to
make use of- earthly figures or representations, He does so for the
express purpose of coming down to our poor finite minds and comprehen~ion.
We are to adopt the type or figure in all its fulness and
expressiveness.
Now a window is often used not for sight or contemplation merely,
but as a channel or medium of communication also. See, for example, with regard to Noah and the appointments of the ark. In
the direction given him with respect to its construction, it was expressly said, "A window shalt thou make in the ark." Now we
shall see presently the significant use made of that window, and very
naturally we may say, "What could they have done without it?"
We read, subsequently, "And it came to pass at the end of -forty
days, that Noah opened the window of the ark which he had made:
and he sent forth a raven, which went forth to and fro, until the
waters were dried up from off the earth. Also he sent forth a dove
from him, to see if the waters were abated from off the face of the
ground." Thus we see that the window, in the extremely critical
circumstances in which Noah was placed, was made a medium of
communication. Those of our readers who have known what it was,
hour after hour-and that perhaps for days and nights together-to
be pent up in the berth of a ship, when a storm has been raging so
violently as momentarily to threaten that ship with destruction, can
in some degree understand Noah's position; they can imagine the
relief it was to him when, upon the fountains of the great deep ceasing
to pour forth -their mighty waters, and the tremendous torrents of
rain being stopped, to open the window of the ark-once more to look
forth from within that vast and gloomy fabric, upon the now calm
and placid heavens. Although without doubt he had the utmost confidence in his Preserver, and his mind was calmly reposing upon his
great and gracious Deliverer throughout those mighty and most
destructive convulsions, which had so completely sealed the fate of
the vast human family, with so few exceptions, yet it could but be a
relief to him, once more to behold the face of the fair heavens; and
Noah's sending forth, on sundry occasions, both the raven and the
dove, proved his anxiety to be liberated n:om the place wherein he
had so long been detained in a merciful but at the same time mOllinful captivity.
.
And we can understand, moreover, with what peculiar interest
Noah awaited the return of the little messengers he had from time
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to time sent forth in quest of tidings as to the actual condition of
things. How, as he despatched his little winged inquirers, he
watched their flight and awaited their return. With as yet no mark
or sign to indicate the subsiding of the waters, how grateful must
have been Noah's feelings, when the dove at length returned with an
olive leaf, plucked off; not only thus bearing evidence that the waters
w~re decreasing, but a sweet emblem of J ehovah's good will and
pleasure.
Ah, believer, hast thou not known something of the self-same thing
in rich and· happy experience? Looking forth from thy prison-house
over the widespread and tribulated waters of this poor sin-steeped
world, hast thou not, in the form of prayer and supplication, sent
forth many a messenger in search of' proof that the restless and
roaring waters were subsiding? Has there not been a heartfelt
yearning for sign and token that thy frail bark should ere long cease
from its rolling and tossing upon the surging flood, and rest in peace
and quietude upon some sure foundation P Oh, the cry-the earnest,
plaintive cry-for peace and rest that many a poor soul sends forth to
the Lord God of Sabaoth! Oh, the intense desire that such give
utterance to, in sighs and tears and groans, as, David-like, they cry,
" Oh that I had wings like a dove! for then would I flyaway, and
be at rest." And yet what mercy there is in the fact, that this poor
world fails to afford shelter or peace or satisfaction. "What stronger
proof can there be that God Hinlself has created a void-a blank-a
di..~atisfaction, the which He alone can supply? Oh, how prone are
the dear children of God to overlook this rich and distinguishing mercy!
The world never denies itself. Satan never neutralizes his own provision and pleasures. This were to defeat himself. It is God's work
to do this, and by which He counteracts both Satan and the world.
Whilst they do their utmost to engross the thoughts and entertain the
mind, the Holy Ghost, by a counteracting power, stamps the whole
with "vanity of vanities;" and then creates a craving which none
but Himself can satisfy. Thus a precious lesson is taught by Noah's
dove finding no rest for the sole of her foot.
And the same lesson is taught in the higher and more advanced
stages of the believer's experience; for, if such believer seeks to find
pleasure or satisfaction in looking forth from the Ark ChJ:ist Jesus, all
such seeking shall be found vain and abortive. Of necessity, there
shall be found" no rest for the sole of the foot," whilst flitting hither
and thither over the widespread bauble-pleasures and pursuits of this
poor fleeting world. There shall no real satisfaction be realized, or
peace or delight or security, but in a precious experimental returning
to the Ark; for in Jesus, and Jesus only, are true comfort, joy, peace,
and satisfaction to be found. It is in Christ, and Christ alone, is
realized that solid consolation, and that divine power, and that precious,
precious peace which passeth all understanding. Oh, what a restwhat a stayedness-what a calm, undisturbed, unruffied contentment
is to be found at the feet of Jesus, and flowing forth from His love-
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looks, sustaining arm, and sweet whispers oflove, tenderness, and mercy!
Reader, do you know anything of it? Have you been led by grace
and love divine into a heartfelt knowledge of these divine secrets and
. precious, precious mercies? Has Jesus, on these very grounds, become to you, personally and experimentally, the" chiefest among ten
thousand," the" altogether lovely?" Oan you say,
"Do not I love thee, dearest Lord?
Oh, search this heart and see!
And from my bosom tear the part
That beats not true to Thee?"

Yea, and in spite of the occasional ten thousand fears to the contrary,
when contemplating your carnality, and waywardness, and ingratitude,
and unbelief, are there not moments when, in all the fulness of your
heart, you can exclaim,
" Yes, Thou art precious to my soul,
My transport and my trust;
Jewels to Thee are gaudy toys,
And gold is sordid dust?"

Ah, yes, and when the dark fear has crossed your heart about ignorance
of Jesus-indifference to Jesus-no love to Jesus-taking part with
the enemies of Jesus, have you not felt the same promptings as that
which induced a Peter to say, "Though I should die with Thee, yet
will I not deny Thee?" Has not this really been the language of
your heart? Has not" the spirit been willing," however" weak the
flesh? " Would you not again respond to the touching inquiry,
"Will ye also go away?" as Peter did: "Lord, to whom shall we go?
Thou hast the words of eternal life." And what about the appeal,
"Simon, son of J onas, lovest thou me more than these?" " Lord,
Thou knowest all things: Thou knowest that I love Thee."
Reader, is not this the case, notwithstanding all the counterworkings, and all the numberless things, both in self and circumstances,
which cause you day by day, and moment by moment, to "groan,
being burdened?" Is there not, we ask, after all, a something at the
bottom that you cannot give up? a something dearer, not merely than
all earthly things, but even more precious than life itself? Oannot you
say, in reference to that something, " If in this life only I have hope,
then am I of all men most miserable?" Oh, who is it, day by day,
sustains but Jesus? and what is it, instrumentally, bears up the heart,
moment by moment, and under pressure and care and anxiety, what
but the hopes and the expectations that are based alone in and upon
Jesus? Assuredly, if He analyzes the heart, and scrutinizes the feelings, it shall be found that He-is" all our salvation and all our desire,"
and that we can, as before a heart-searching and rein-trying God, declare, "Whom have I in heaven but Thee? and there is none upon
earth I desire beside Thee. My flesh and my heart faileth: but God
is the strength of my heart, and my portion for ever."
Reader, here we must stop. Should it be the Lord's will, we may
take up the subject again, and speak somewhat of the gracious promise to "open the windows of heaven, and pour out a blessing."
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Meanwhile, may it be your mercy, and ours likewise, to be upon
the look out for these blessings, knowing that where the Lord gives
the grace of a wrestling, watchful, waiting spirit, there in due time
shall follow, in rich and precious manifestation, the blessing also; for
He hath said, " The expectation of the poor shall not perish for ever,"
and" Blessed are all they that wait for Him." Doubtless you, dear
reader, in common with ourselves, have much to wait upon Him for;
ah, how much, and how critical and complicated, is known alone to
Himself; but what a mercy, He heareth the groaning of His prisoners; He bottleth up the tears of His people; He hath appointed
the bounds of their habitations; their times are in His hands; and,
come what will, or happen what may, nothing shall in the least wise
interfere with that great and glorious declaration, "We know that all
[yes, ALL] things work together for good to them that love God, to
them who are the called according to His purpose."
Beloved,for the present farewell,

St. Lttke's, Bedminster, April 11, 1867.

THE EDITOR.

THE TITLE TO MA.NSIONS IN THE SKIES.
" When I can read my title clear,
To mansions in the skies,
I'll bid farewell to every fear,
And wipe my weeping eyes."

L'i these strains were God's children in the habit of recording their trials,
exercises of faith, and joyous deliverances in the last centmy; and such, or
similar, are the expressions of believers in the year of grace, 1867.
In many cases the deep feeling of anxiety is expressed by,
"'Tis a point I long to know,
Oft it causes anxious thought,
Do I love the Lord or no ?
Am I His, or am I not?"
It has been said, and may still be said, that the person who can utter
these words from the heart, has no need to be the subject of anxious
thought; but it is the case, nevertheless, and reminds one of a little incident
I have often heard mentioned: A person passing along saw an acqnaintance imprisoned in the stocks; calling out to him, he said, "Jack, what
art in the stocks for ?" His comrade named some trifling offence, which
had brought him there. "Why," said he, "they can't put you in for
that." "But," replied the other, "they ha've done." "Oh, they can't put
you in for that! " "But they have done," was still the prisoner's reply.
Now we may say, dear Christian soul, you have all the feelings of God's
children, and you have no reason at all for" anxious thought;" and still
the reply from many a truly converted soul is the same-But I have
"anxious thought "-1 cannot read" my title clear."
What can we do to help such bondaged souls? We can pray Jor them.
we can pray with them j we can direct them where to look; we can speak
to them of the finished salvation, of the work begun, continued, and
ended in Christ j and we can testify of what the Lord has done for others,
once as weak and as doubting as they are. If a man desires to know his
title to an earthly property, to ·what somce does he look? To the will by
which it was devised to -him j to the title-deeds of purchase or bequest,
by which it first came into the testator's possession. If there be any
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ambiguity in the mode of expression, by which a doubt may be engendered,
whether the said property will come into his possession; will he not seek
counsel's opinion?
Now this is what we recommend to all doubting souls; search the
title-deeds, and how runs the charter? "God so loved the world, that
he gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should
not perish, but have everlasting life" (John iii. 16). "He that heareth my
word, and believeth on Him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall
not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life" (John v. 24).
And again, "Him that cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast out" (John
vi.37). Ooming toJesus, is believing on Him, casting all the cares, concerns,
wants, sins, guilt, misery, and helplessness of the soul, on Him; having no
other refuge, desiring no other; no plea but His gracious invitation,
"Oome unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden." But even here
the soul finds a difficulty-Do I come? do I labour? am I heavy laden?
are my feelings right feelings? is my sorrow godly sorrow? These
questions Jesus alone can answer; He is the Cottnsello1' specially retained
to help by advice all who feel their own ignorance, and come to Him for
counsel: go to Jesus, ask Him to solve every doubt, to resolve every
difficulty. But will you excuse my saying there is, at times, in some true
Ohristians, a disposition to hug these feelings, these doubts, as though it
were a presumptuous thing to use the language of that noble Ohristian
poet, who said,
" Fain would I mount, fain would I glow,
And loose my cable from below;
But I can only spread the sail,
Thou, Thou must breathe th' auspicious gale?"
I remember well, a dear man of God, now in heaven, who was always
in this low, hesitating state of mind, and was fond of reading such religious
books as, by their description of certain soul-exercises and inward trials, •
seemed to make it appear that such experiences, and such alone, proved a
man to be a child of God. Taking up a book of this character one day,
he said, "Is not this an excellent sermon? " "There is a good deal of
truth in it," said I; "but you should never read such sermons as those;
there is not enough of Ohrist in it; it makes too much of human experience." He was very angry with me for my candour, but did not show
it at the time. Ten years after, when, through grace, he was brought to
a more simple reliance on Jesus, he said to me, "I was very angry with
you, that time at Lockwood, when you spoke as you did, about a sermon
I showed you; but now I quite understand it, and it was just as you said."
He died " in perfect peace," resting on Jesus without the shadow of a
doubt. One day after he had long lain on a bed of sickness, he said to me,
"I cannot tell why the Lord keeps me here." "But," I replied, "I can;
it is that those who have known your doubts, may now know your confi"
dence, and glorify God for His faithfulness; that you may say, " though we
believe not, yet He abideth faithful." An aged pilgrim, who has been a
quiet, timid, doubting Ohristian all his days, is now lying on his bed,
longing" to depart, and be with Ohrist; which is far bett€r," waiting, with
child-like confidence, his dismissal-why? because now, at last, he looks
to nothing else but Jesus, the dying Saviour. May the little ones of
Ohrist's flock, who may read these words, be enabled to forget what they are,
and think only of what Jesus is. So prays their brother in Him,
ALFRED HEWLETT, D.D.

----

---

- - - - - - - ... _ - - -
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WAYSIDE NOTES.
PRAYING TO CHRIST.
" TAe travellers walked tArough

byways."-JuDGES v.

6.

DEAR FELLOW-CIillISTI.A.NS, you who have been in the daily habit for
many a long year of praying to yam precious Redeemer, to give you
those blessings which are treasmed up in Him, Bishop Colenso says you
are all wrong; that you have no business to pray to Christ at all. Methinks I see the smile of scorn and holy indignation which spreads over
yam .countenance at the mention of the learned doctor's logic, which it
would not be difficult for the veriest babe in grace to dispose of. Truly may
it be said there are many travellers who are walking through byways,
which they will, we fear, find but end in the pit of destruction. Now
we should not wish to take up this self-evident matter, if it did not behove us in this day of false-teaching to defend our most holy faith, and
to be ready always to give an answer to every man that "asketh us a
reason of the hope tha,t is in us, with meekness and fear." This fresh
declaration of Colenso's is but another d,evice of Satan's to draw precious
souls from Christ-another miserable attempt to dishonour and dethrone
Him; and, God helping us, as long as we live, we will lift Him up very
high.
Now, Colenso challenges any to produce a single instance in which we
are "instructed, enjoined, exhorted, or counselled by om' Lord, or by any
of His apostles, to pray to the Son or to the Spirit, as we are taught to
pray to the Father." And Dr. C. A. Heurtley Margaret, professor of
divinity at Oxford, replies to this challenge: "I frankly concede to him
that I have no such instance to produce." I cannot join the learned
doctor in his concession; for, if words mean anything, what else can the
beloved John, the apostle of our Lord, mean when he says, "These
things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of
God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God. And this is the confidence that we
have in Him, that, if we asle anything according to His will, He [the Son of
God] hearetA us: and if we know that He lwar us, whatsoever we ask, we know
tf.at we have the petitions tl.at we desi?"e(Z of Him "-not of the Father, but
"desired of Him," the Son of God" (1 John v. 13-15).
Now we are quite ready to admit with thankfulness of heart that, primarily, we poor sinners are to pray to the Father in the name of Jesus.
" In everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known unto God;" "Thou, when thou prayest, enter
into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father
which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward
thee openly;" "Yom Father knoweth what things ye have need of before ye ask Him ;'~ and a multitude of similar passages will suggest
themselves to every Bible reader. We do p.ot wish to ignore or lessen in
the least degree this inestimable privilege; but we must recollect our
Saviour's own memorable declaration, "I and my Father are one." And
upon these six words the whole matter hinges. We are to honour the
Son as we honour the Father. "Believest thou not that I am in the
Father, and the Father.in me?" Now, the Church of England, fully
T
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recognizing this important truth, addresses the majority of her collect
and prayers to the eternal Father, yet not to the ignoring the equal privilege of praying to the eternal Son; as, for instance, in the collect on
the third Sunday in Advent, on St. Stephen's day, and on St. John the
Evangelist's day. So again in her Litany or common supplication. Who
does she supplicate for the general blessings desired, but each of the
Eternal Three? "0 God the Father, of heaven: have mercy upon us
miserable sinners. 0 God the Son, Redeemer of the 'forld: have mercy
upon us miserable sinners. 0 Goel the Holy Ghost, proceeding from the
Father and the ·Son: have mercy upon us miserable sinner." And then,
addressing distinctly God the Son, she petitions, "By the mystery of
Thy holy Incarnation j by Thy holy Nativity and Circumcision j by Thy
Baptism, Fasting, and Temptation, good Lord, deliver us," closing the
same by seven times appealing to Jesus for that mercy which He can and
will bestow upon all penitent sinners. What a solemn farce must this
Litany be, if we are not to pray to Christ! Does Colenso repeat it Sabbath after Sabbath? If so, we have this anomaly: a bishop declaring we
ought not to pray to Christ, and yet himself professing to do 80 time after
time! But, beloved, let us aside with man's authority and opinions, and
come at once to the word of God itself, seeking the Holy Spirit's aid to
enable us to draw therefrom such inferences as shall establish us in the
privilege of praying to our ever-precious Redeemer, and thus honouring
Him as we honour the Fa;ther. We note, then,
1. SCRIPTURE TESTIMONY CONCERNING PRAYING TO CHRIST.

Open with us, dear reader, the New Testament; the first passage we
will place our finger upon is Mark v. 18, 19. Christ delivered a man
possessed of a legion of devils; and the first thing that the liberated one
did, was to pray to Him that he might be with Him. " Howbeit Jesus
suffered him not, but saith unto him, Go home to thy friends, and tell
them how great things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee." Turn further to Luke xvii. 5. Colenso challenges us to
produce a single instance in which we are instructed to pray to Christ. If
we find that the disciples did pray to Christ, surely this is sufficient. And
in this passage we are told, "And the apostles said unto the Lord,
Increase our faith." Again, Luke xviii. 35, a "blind man sat by the
wayside begging: and hearing the multitude pass by, he asked what it
meant. And they told him, that Jesus of Nazareth passed by. And he
cried, saying, Jesus, Thou Son of David, have mercy on me." And they
which went before him rebuked the poor man for his impunity; but his
was a case of need; and, feeling it to be so, he cried so much the more,
"Thou Son of David, have mercy on me." What was that crying to
Jesus but true prayer? And Jesus heard the poor man, and answered
Him, as He had power to do. "Lord, that I may receive my sight," was
the burden of his cry; and Jesus said unto him, "Receive Thy sight: thy
faith hath saved thee." Again, if these cases failed to prove our point,
look at Luke xxiii. 42. The dying thief appeals with earnestness of spirit
to the Redeemer on the Cross, "Lord, remember me when Thou comest
into Thy kingdom. And Jesus said unto him, Verily, I say unto thee,
To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise." This was a prayer indeed to
Jesus, grl1ciously and gloriously answered. Further, turn to the beloved
John's inspired testimony (see John iv. 10). Jesus is at Jacob's well,

May 1,1867.J

•

235

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

with the woman of Samaria. And He "answered, and said unto her, If
thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to
ill-ink; thou wouldest have asked of Him, and He would-have given thee
living water." What is this but an injunction to ask Jesus for a required
blessing? Again (John xiv. 14), Jesus asserts, "If ye ask anything in
my name, I will ao it;" surely we are not wrong to ask Him, when He
declares" I will do it." Furthermore (Acts vii. 59), "And they stoned
Stephen; calling' upon God, and saying, L01'if, Jesus, receive my spirit. And
he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to
their charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep." One would
think nothing could be clearer: this dying saint had seen the heavens
opened, and the Son of Man standing on the right hand of God," and,
appealing to Him to whom prayer shall be made, he cried, "Lord,Jesus,
receive my spiJ:it." At such a tiJne, and under such circumstances, there
could be no m).stake, and to our mind this fact alone is enough to silence
Oolenso. But once more (2 001'. xii. 7-10), "Lest I should be exalted,"
said the apostle Paul, "above measure through the abundance of the
revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of
Satan to buffet me. lest I should be exalted above measure. For this
thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. And He
said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made
perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my
infirmities, that the power of Ohrist may rest upon me. Therefore I take
pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in
distresses for Ohrist's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong."
What is this but an appeal or earnest prayer to Ohrist, who was able to
give grace to enable His tried servant to bear up against the affliction, and
feel that there was a needs-be for his thorn in the fleslb?
But let us come to some of the utterances of our dear Redeemer Himself. For instance, He said, "Every man therefore that hath heard, and
hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me" (John vi. 45). How can a
poor sinner come unto Ohrist, but by the prayer of faith? and what are
we to go to Ohrist for? Surely one essential thing is, we must pray to
Him for forgiveness of our sins; and what can be plainer than the language of the apostle Paul upon this point ?-" Him hath God exalted with
His right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to
Israel, and forgiveness of sins." We are, too, to get life from Ohrist;
therefore must we pray to Him for it: "for as the Father raiseth up the
dead, and quickeneth them; even so the Son quickeneth whom He will."
We are, too, to get strength from Him; therefore must we pray to Him
for it: "I can do all things through Ohrist, who strengtheneth me."
We are to get rest and peace from Ohrist; therefore does He invite the
weary to His throne: "Oome unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest."
" Ye hear how l.-indly He invites,
Ye hear His words so blest;
, All ye that labour come to me,
And I will give you rest.'''
~l'hus,

surely, we have ill-awn enough from the sacred Scriptures to
authorize us to pray to Ohrist.
The man possessed of a legion of devils, the wavering disciples, the
poor blind beggar by the wayside, the woman of Samaria, the thief upon
T
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the cross, the dying Stephen, and the tried and tempted apostle of our
Lord, all prayed to Christ; and so must we. And, then, the fact that we
are to get from Him forgiveness, and life, and strength, and rest, and
. indeed every blessing we need, surely proves to us the great need and
privilege of praying to our blessed Lord. But, further,
n. THE CHARACTER OF TRUE PRAYER WILL SHOW
PRAYING TO CHRIST.

us

THE lITECESSITY OF

True prayer is not a studied effort of polished words, all set in apple-pie
order. The sacred Scriptures describe prayer,
1. As a crying to the Lora.-Hence does the Christian know what it is
in the midst of the busy concerns of life, or under a sense of the weight ?f
sin, or -in the moment of need, or in a time of felt weakness, to appeal, III
broken utterances, to that God whose ears are open to his cry.
2. True prayer is described as ".wrestl£ng;" and that with Jesus, "the
Man" whom J acob wrestled with, and would not let Him go until He
blessed him. 0 my soul, dost thou not know somewhat of this 1vrestHng
with Jesus for a blessing, especially in times of dearth? When the soul
feels as barren as a waste, howling wilderness, dost thou not know what
it is to lay hold by faith of a precious Christ, and to say, Do come near,
Lord, and bless me, even me: I caunot live without Thee. Oh, warm
my cold heart, draw out my languishing affection, that this wretched indifference and coldness may give place to the warmth and vigour of divine
life? Reader, dost thou know what such exercises of soul are? if so, you
will join us in the assertion that such wrestlings are true prayers to Jesus.
Again,
3. True prayer is described as "pour£ng out the soul," when melted in
contrition by the Spirit of God. Oh, the vehement desires and earnest
longings that are experienced under such hallowed meltings of heart!
And where do these desires and longings centre but in Jesus ?
Well, then, "crying to the Lord," " daily wrestlings," constant" pourings out of soul," and many other expressions, will occur to the Bible
reader, as setting forth heart-felt prayer; such as "groanings which canno~ be uttered," "drawing near to God," &c. And we would ask, How
can these exercises of soul be separated from a precious Christ? Nay, does
not the child of God, find himself crying to, and wrestling with, Jesus,
and pouring out his soul before Him who is the Object of his adoration
and love; and does he not feel,
" Jesus the name to sinners dearThe name to sinners given;
It scatters all their guilty fear,
And turns their hell to heaven P"
Thus far, have we dwelt with the positive side ofthe matter. Let us now
turn to the negative, and note,
nI. WHAT A DENIAL OF THE PRIVILEGE OF PRAYING TO CHRIST MUST LEAD TO

1. It a£ms a.blow at the lhnity.-Because, if we are not to pray to Christ;
we most c.ertainly ought not to pray to the Holy Spirit; and that we ought
to pray t? the ~oly Spirit, is .evident from the fact that He hath power to
confer gifts which we essentially need. "But the manifestation of the
Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. For to one is given by the
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Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same
Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing
by the same Spirit; to another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues;
to another the interpretation ef tongues: -but all these worketh that one
and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as He will" (1
Oor. xii. 7-11.) "Not by works of righteousness which we have done,
but according to His mercy He saved us, by the washing of regeneration,
and renewing of the Holy Ghost; which He shed on us abundantly through
Jesus Ohrist our Saviour" (Titus iii. 5, 6). Now, here is abundant testimony that we must pray lo the Spirit, the Third Person in the glorious
Trinity; and, if to the Third, why not to the Second, even our blessed
Redeemer?
2. It is an attempt to lessen the power of Jesus.-But, if Jesus, when on
earth, had power to cause the blind to see, the lame to walk, the lepers to
be cleansed, the deaf to hear, and the dead to be raised, why has He not
that 'power now? and, if He has that power, then, if I am blind, and feel
myself to be so, I must pray to Jesus for sight; if halt, I must pmy to
Him for strength to walk; if under the leprosy of sin, I must pray to Him
to cleanse me; if deaf to the sound of Gospel truth, I must pmy to Jesus
that I may have the hearing ear; if dead in trespasses and sins, my cry
must be to Him for life. And never shall we plead for these blessings in
vain; for,
"Jesus gives us life and peace,
Faith, and love, and holiness;
Every blessing, great or small,
J esns for us pm'chased all."
3. It annuls many of the offices of Clwist.-We can only -collect a few; for
example, Higl~ Priest. How sweet to pray to One who is "touched with
the feeling of our infirmities!" and to whom can we go, but to Him who
was" tempted like as we are?" "The Aut!lOr and Finisher of Out' faith."
If my faith be not finished, I must go to the Finisher; and I must pray as
His disciples did, "Lord, increase my faith." Again," Saviour." 0 sweet
name! I have a Saviour at the right hand of the Father, and yet not
pray to Him? Absurd! The poor saved soul must pray to Him day
by day, and hour by hour. Furthermore, "Advocate." And can I have
an Advocate on high, and yet not ask Him to plead my cause? Impossible!
He will be "inquired of by the house of Israel." "Heir of all things."
Therefore He possesses the very thing I need and want; and, if I am to
obtain it, I must ask Him who is Heir of "all things" to grant my
desire.
4. It virtually destroys fellowship with Him.-If I hold fellowship with an
earthly beloved, how can I do so without telling him my wants. Perhaps
he may not be able to satisfy those wants; love prompts, but he is powerless. But this can never be the case with Jesus. No; when I hold
fellowship with Him, He draws out from me my wants and desires; and
He is both willing and able to satisfy my wants, if He knows isuch will do
me good. I cannot hold fellowship with Him without unbosoming my
care; and what is this unbosoming, but praying to Him, and coming away
from His throne gratefully exclaiming, "Truly my fellowship is with the
Father, and with His Son Jesus Ohrist?" Again,
5. It puts the lie upon many precious and familiar hymns.-Are all the
precious and familiar hymns which really embody a prayer to Jesus, and
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have issued from hearts in love with Him-are all these in error? such for
instance, as,
" Jesus, Lover of my soul,
Let me to Thy bosom fly,
While the billows near me roll,
While the tempest still is nigh."
And again, the well-known lines,
"Whate'er I need in Jesus dwells,
And there it dwells for me;
'Tis Christ my earthen vessel fills
With treasure rich and free."
And again, those precious lines that have encouraged so many of the
Lord's tried ones to go to Ohrist in prayer:
" Come, my soul, prepare my suit,
Jesus loves to answer prayer;
Thou art coming to a King,
Large petitions with thee bring."
Are these, and hundreds more of similar character, all wrong? Verily
not! Again,
6. It casts a?'ejlection wjJon all the sanctifie(IJ)rayers of(lying saints.-To whom
does the dying saint chiefly appeal in his felt helplessness, to whom does
he direct his prayer when on the bed of death, but to Jesus? And does
Oolenso dare to assert that all the sanctified prayers of all these worthies
who have gone before are all in vain? Oh, what will he do in a dying
hour if he prays not to Jesus?
And now, .dearly beloved, in conclusion we would say we have not
written upon this important subject with any hope that we shall convince
the carnal reasoner ; this the Holy Spirit alone can do. "Ve have simply
m'awn inferences from the Fountain-head of Truth, with the hope of
strengthening the faith of God:s dear people; for really the time prophesied
by our dear Lord seems to have arrived, when false prophets should rise
to seduce if it were possible the very elect. And Satan is using every artifice in his power to lower and dishonour Ohrist, and exalt the creature,
that, God helping us, we will stand upon our watch-tower and proclaim.
the dignity and power of our precious Redeemer-He who is the Source
of all the spiritual blessings we enjoy, and to whom we must pray for life
and stJ:ength and everything we need on our journey to our heavenly
home. Blessed and praised be His dear name!
" That He is God I can avouch,
And for His people cares,
Since I have prayed to Him as such,
And He has heard my prayers."
"Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto Him that sitteth
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb faT ever and ever." Amen and Amen.
South Park, I l j o r d . . .
G. O.
feelings are not the clue to find out Jehovah's purposes.
Sin cleaves to our best works, like the flesh to our bones.
,Everything is injurious which tends to lessen spirituality of mind, to
hinder communion with God, or to waste time instead of redeeming it.
YOUR
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"The prea{lher sought to find out acceptable words."-ECCL. xii. 10.

WATTS' HYMNS.
IT is nearly two hundred years ago that Dr. Isaac Watts, the children's
friend, and perhaps the best composer of hymns, taken as a whole, we
ever had, entered into this world of sin and sorrow. The town of Southampton was'proud to claim him for its own, in the erection of a graceful
marble bust to his worth; and there the Episcopalian and the Nonconformist
can cordially shake hands together as they stand side by side looking at
the benign and intellectual face. of the venerable poet. "His hymns are in
my selection," the one may say. "And so, brother, they are in mine," the
other may answer. Probably a Sabbath seldom passes that in church or
chapel that hymn is not sung,
" Come, let us join our cheerful songs," &c.
It is one familiar to us all, and seems as if it could never die, but must pass
out of one century into another: Jesus is the theme of every line, and
there can be no question who was the Teacher when that hymn was composed.
Dr. Watts was raised up of God for a great work. He was born in the
reign of one of our worst monarchs, Charles n., and in the year when
the persecutions of the Scottish Covenanters co=enced, 1674. He lived
through national epochs of the deepest import and interest-the.Revolution,
the U mon of Scotland, and the invasion of the Pretender; but, amidst all
these political changes, he was quietly passing his days in retirement,
preaching Christ, and employing his gifted pen to the servioe of his Master.
That he loved preaching better than writing, we learn from his own words:
" There is no place, no company, nor employment under heaven, that can give me
such delight as wlwn I stand ministering in holy things to my congregation." It
must have cheered his last years (and he lived to the age of 75) to have
possessed the friendship of Doddridge, Whitfield, Lady Huntingdon, and
others, and to have witnessed the commencement of a great revival in religion, after such an age of darkness.
There is a charm in some of the hymns of Watts, tb at are unsurpassed
in any succeeding writer. As a" sweet Psalmist in Israel" he holds high
rank. He honoured the work of the Spirit; exalted Christ in His offices
of Prophet, Priest, and King, and gave to grace the glory. In some of
the hymns there is much richness of imagery; in others a depth of spirituality; and in many an experimental tone very touching to the heart.
Let us look at SODle of the most familiar to our ears, and which may have
cheered us on our pilgrimage course.
In the 146th hymn, book i., the titles of Christ are exquisitely delineated
in each verse. It commences-

" Go, worship at Immanuel's feet,
See in His face what wonders meet;"
and then we have the Saviour set forth and enjoyed by His people, as
Wine and Breaa, a Tree, a Rose, a Vine, a Head, a Fountain, a Fire, a Rock,
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a ])oor, a Stone, a Temple, a Star, a Sun, &c., an(the hymn closes sweetly
and truly" His beauties we can never trace
Till we behold Him face. to face."
Then, in the cloudy and dark day when our souls are overwhelmed
within us, and we know not to whom to turn or where to go, how soothingly comes in that oft-repeated verse (book i., 15th) : " Let me but hear my Saviour say, ,
, Strength shall be equal to thy day,'
Then I rejoice in deep distress,
Leaning on all-sufficient grace."
Some have a very great objection to the 144th, book i. : "Why should the children of a King
Go mourning all their 'days ?"
because they think they ought to be always rejoicing: David, h01\ever,
thought differently, for he says,:' I mourn in my complaint. Return, 0 Lord,
how long?" The hymn only expresses the conflicts of a child of God
wrestling in prayer for assurance and the witness of the Spirit, yet all the
time satisfied as to the end.
" Thou art the earnest of His love,
The pledge of joys to come;
And Thy soft wings, celestial Dove,
Shall safe convey me home."
The same objections are raised to another, 65th, book ii. : ,
"When I can read my title clear
To mansions in the skies."
It is not always that we am: perhaps most of us have more of the valley
than the mount--oflonging than realizing-of reaching forth than holding
fast. And there is one more of the same stamp, so familiar to us all : "There is a land of pUTe delight,
Where saints immortal reign,
Infinite day excludes the night,
And pleasmes banish pain.
" Oh, could we make our doubts remove-Those gloomy doubts that rise,
And see t}J.e Canaan that we love,
With unbeclouded eyes!"
Is the promised land always in view to the spiritual eye? Is faith
always in exercise to see it? Would that it was! But we can only see
as sight is given, and rejoice as joy is given. Let us be thankful that we
love the better land, and long to be there.
In book iii., Srd, there is a hymn which in hours of bereavement (no
doubt realized by us all) the people of God have found replete with
comfort,
" Why should we mourn departing friends," &c.
The fourth verse is full of richness : "The graves of all His saints He blest,
And softened every bed;
Where should the dying members reEt,
But with their dying Head?"
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Jesus did indeed thus bless the grave of every member of His mystical
body when He went down into His own; and their beds of suffering are
soothed and softened by His tender, gentle hand; therefore the dying
member need not fear to follow the dying Head.
.
A representation of Christ as the antitypical Lamb could not be expressed in poetry more clearly or gracefully than is given in book ii.,
142nd:" Not all the blood of beasts,
On Jewish altars slain,
Could give the guilty conscience peace,
Or wash away its stain."
The inefficacy of the blood of bulls and of goats to take away sin (Heb.
x. 4), or to relieve' the conscience (vel'. 2) of the offerer-the heavenly
Lamb, the nobler name, the 1'icher blood, are comparisons of great beauty. It
is a hymn of heart-experience; faith laying her hand upon that dear head
of TMne in Gospel liberty, yet Christian humility, confessing all the sins
of heart and life over the Lamb of God, the divine Substitute, when
hanging on the accursed tree, is rich in blessedness. Bleeding love is an
expression very full in its signification, and conveying to the spiritual
mind deep meaning. Of the same character, but richer in pathos, and
even fuller in experience, is hymn 7th, book iii. : " When I survey the wondrous cross,
On which the Prince of glory died,
J'I{y richest gain I count but loss,
And POUl" contempt on all my pride."
Newton may have had this hymn before him when he wrote":In evil long I took delight."
There is a great similarity between the two in imagery, and the outpourings of a heart melted by the love of Ohrist; but one is very inferior in
point of merit to the other. Watts is before Newton, thoug'h both hold
an equal amount of truth.
.
The time would fail to look further into the beauty of Watts' hymns;
only one more in conclusion, 34th, book ii., an address to the Third Person
in the Trinity. Surely in the present day it is no lack of charity to say
that the work of the Spirit is not honoured as it should be; therefore is
it that the ministration of the Spirit is so seldom manifested in the
preached word. Jesus cannot be honoured if the Holy Ghost is dishonoured by substituting the power of man for His sovereign power.
Ohrist and His Spirit never work apart.
"Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove,
With all Thy quickening powers;
Kindle a flame of sacred love
In these cold hearts of ours."
Nothing but the divine kincUing can melt our frozen hearts. It is His
presence in our assemblies that we need; there is no profit where He is
not; no lacking where He is; and, as Watts writes:" His power conveys our blessings down,
From God the Father and the Son."
When the Spirit touches the lips of the preacher with a 'live coal from off
the altar, then a blessing follows. He opens the heart to receive the
truth, exalts Ohrist Jesus, and all the glory is gratefully ascribed to the
Triune J ehovah by the Ohurch of God.
O.
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A VISIT TO MY FATHER'S GRAVE.
ONE who is now a minister of the Gospel, gave the writer the following
account :~
I had one of the kindest and best of fathers; and when I was a little
white-headed boy about six years old, he used to carry me to school before
him on his horse, to help me in my little plans, and always seemed trying
to make me happy: and he never seemed so happy himself, as when
making me happy. vVhen I was six years old, he came home one day
very sick. My mother, too, was sick, and thus nobody but my two sisters
could take care of my father. In a few days he was worse, very sick, and
all the physicians in the neighbourhood were called in to see him.
The next Sabbath morning early he was evidently much worse. As I
went into his room he stretched out his hand to me, and said, "My little
boy, I am very sick. I wish you to take that paper on the stand, and run
to Mr. Carter's, and get me the medicine written on that paper." I took
the paper, and went to the apothecary's shop, as I had often done before.
It was about half-a-mile off; but when I got there I found it shut, and, as
Mr. Carter lived a quarter-of-a-mile fluther off, I concluded not to go to
find him. I then set out for home. On my way back, I contrived what to
say. I knew how wicked it was to tell a lie, but one sin always leads to
another. On going to my father, I saw that he was in great pain; and,
though pale and weak, I could see great drops of sweat standing on his
forehead, forced out by pain. Oh, then I was sorry I had not gone and
found the apothecary. At length he said to me, "My son has got the
medicine, I hope, for I am in great pain." I hung my head and muttered,
for my conscience smote me, "No, father, Mr. Carter says he has got
none." "Has got none! Is this possible?" He then cast a keen eye
upon me, and, seeing my head hang, and probably suspecting my falsehood, said in the mildest, mndest tone, "My little boy will see Ms father
suffer great pa1'n for the want of that medicine!"

I ,went out of the room, and alone, and cried.

I was soon called back.

My brothers had come, and were standing-all the children were standing
round his bed, and he was committing my poor mother to their care, and
giving them his last advice. 'I was the youngest; and, when he laid his
hand on my head, and told me "that in a few hours I should have no
father; that he would in a day or two be buried; that I must now make
God my Father, love Him, obey Him, and always do right and speak the
truth, because the eye of God is always upon ine "-it seemed as if I should
sink; and, when he laid his hand on my head again, and prayed for the
blessing of God to rest upon me, "soon to be a fatherless orphan," I dared
not look at him, I felt so guilty. Sobbing, I rushed from his bedside, and
thought I-wished I could die. They soon told mo he could not speak.
Oh, how much would I have given to go in and tell him that I had told a lie,
and asked him once more to lay his hand on my head and forgive me! I
crept in once more, and heard the minister pray for" the dying man." Oh,
how my heart ached! I snatched up my hat, and ran to the apothecary's
house and got the medicine. I ran home with all my might, and ran in,
and ran up to my father's bedside to confess my sin, crying out, "Oh,
here, father "-but I was hushed: and I then saw that he was pale, and
that all in the room were weeping. My dear father was dead! And the
last thing I ever spoke to him was to tell a lie! I sobbed as if my heart
would break; for his l-indnesses, his tender looks, and my own sin, all
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rushed upon my own mind.' And, as I gazed upon his cold, pale face, and
saw his eyes shut, and his lips closed, could I help thinking of 1is List
words, "My little boy will see his father suffer great pain for the want of
that medicine ?" I could not know but he died for the want of it.
In a day or two he was put into the ground and buried. There were
several ministers at the funeral, and each spoke kinclly to me, but could
not comfo!,t me. Alas! they knew not what a load of sorrow lay on my
heart. They could not comfort me. My father was buried, and the children all scattered abroad, for my mother was too feeble to take care of
them.
It was twelve years after this, while in college, that I went alone to the
grave of my father. It took me a good while to find it; but there it was,
with its humble tombstone; and, as I stood over it, I seemed to be back
at his bedside, to see his pale face, and hear his voice. Oh, the thought
of that sin and wickedness cut me to the heart! It seemed as if worlds
would not be too much to give, could I then only have called loud enough
for him to hear me ask his forgiveness. But it was too late! He had
been in the grave twelve years, and I must live and die, weeping over the
ungrateful falsehood. May God forgive me !

LEANING ON THE ARM OF THE BELOVED.
LORD, I would leave the wilderness, And sometimes faith becomes so weak,
This wilderness of vanity;
I All grasp of truth is lost to me;
Where dangers close upon me press- Which vainly to regain I seekThen let me lean on Thee.
Lord, let me lean on Thee.
Sometimesthick darkness closes round,
Oh, I am so beset by sin,
Which clogs my feet ensnaringly,
Where not one ray of light I see;
That scarce one onward step I win- But sinful doubts my soul confoundThen let me lean on Thee.
Then let me lean on Thee.
Remember'd
sin, like dark'ning cloud,
I yield so to temptation's power,
Ofttimes with grief oppresseth me;
Through my poor heart's infirmity;
And all the Gospel daylight shroudsBut ever, in the trying hour,
Then let me lean on Thee.
Lord, let me lean on Thee.
Dear Lord, Thou wilt not say me nay,
My weary steps are faint and slow,
Thine arm till now has aided me;
And taken oft so doubtfully;
In all my trials still I may,
For sometimes scarcethe wayI knowMy Saviour, lean on Thee.
Oh, let me lean on Thee!
Amid all weakness, wand'rings too,
Ah, shame upon my foolish heart,
Griefs, doubts, and dark desponToo prone I am, most wanderingly,
dency;
E'en from the known path to depart- Uncounted perils yet in viewYet let me lean on Thee.
Lord, I will lean on Thee.
A.nd there are stones of stumbling too, Thus from the wilderness I come,
When pride and passion wilfully
And, pressing forwa;rd cheerfully,
Make falls for me I dearly rueW6uld hasten to the heavenly home,
Oh, let me lean on Thee!
Still leaning, Lord, on Thee:
Thine arm will be my guide and stay,
The tempter watches all my path,
And marks, with eye of cruelty,
On that I rest confidingly;
What sin condemninginfl.uencehath- 'Twill form one theme of heavenly lay,
That I could lean on Thee.
Ob, let me lean on Thee!
000.
I
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teacher, lots as lives in our court fights."
"I have no doubt of it," was the quiet reply.
"Ay, teacher, and lots as lives in our court," said another boy, "will go
to the wicked place when they die."
"Better for us to look to ourselves than to our neighboUl"s," said the
teacher. "Now which of you all can repeat a text of Scripture to me?"
"I can," said one of the vagrant group, with triumph: "Suffer little
children to come unto me, and I will teach them ABO."
Whether this answer was given. in ignorance or impudence, it is needless to inquire; but we would attempt to draw a few hints from the child's
version of the text. Said our Lord, "Except ye be converted, and become
as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven." This
describes the character and condition of God's regenerated people. They
are helpless, like little children, and need care; they are ignorant and require teaching; and, when they are made to know theu: state feelingly,
they are among the living family of God, whether they can take the
comfort of the fact or not. They have in God a never-dying Parent, who
chose them before they had a being, and loved them in Ol1Tist before the
world began: gave the Son of His love to die for them, and thence sends the
Spirit to quicken them, and guide them into all essential truths:" Because ye
are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying,
Abba, Father," giving them the qualities and feelings that belong to children. But, though the gift of spiritual life is instantaneous, and qualifies
the soul to live for ever with the Lord (1 001. xii. 13), the children of
God, during their time-state, for the manifestation of God's glory, must be
educated in the grace that is in Ohrist Jesus, and learn the lessons that discover God's mind towards them. As in earthly lore, so in the heavenly, there
is an alphabet to be learnt; and we may use the three fil'st letters, which
are the intiative to the whole, to set forth a few truths familiar to our
readers. T1e electing love of the Father, the redemption work of the Son,
and the regenerating grace of the Holy Ghost, may be termed the ABO
of the Gospel. If salvation flows not from God's election, whence comes
it? It must come from God or man, there is no other alternative. If
man's merit in part or in whole procures salvation, then man in part or
whole is his own Saviour: But our second letter reminds us of redemption
work; and that, not blood wastefully shed for persons that never were
appointed unto salvation (1 Peter ii. 8), but an efficacious redemption,
that rescues souls from the power of Satan, the dominion of sin, from the
curse of the law, from eternal damnation, and gives them the benefits of
the Gospel: "In whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace" (Eph. i. 7). Then
in due order follows the work of the Spirit, whose office it is to reveal to the
children of God the love-acts of the Father and Son, each bearing harmonious testimony to the other, in securing the salvation of the Ohurch
elect in Ohrist Jesus; and so manifesting the unity of the Trinity, and the
Trinity in unity.
Now, some would have us believe these are not initiatory truths, but
doctrines that should be carefully unfolded to the long-instructed and oldexperienced believer. They say, "~l'hese are the meats ofthe Gospel, and
the masses should have milk set before them, not strong meat." When
we analyze this so-called" milk of the Gospel," we invariably find it a
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very adulterated beverage. It savours of creature-power, free-will, a conditional salvation, offers of grace, and general redemption. The apostle
Paul, writing his first epistle to the Church of Corinth, says, "I have fed
you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it,
neither yet now are ye able." Hence, then, we are not to look for meat in
this epistle the apostle tells us; and yet, by a careful perusal of the preceding chapters, we see them full of the deep things of God. The doctrines
of election, redemption, divine sovereignty, etm'nal union, are there spread
out before this Church that was unfit for meat, and had need of milk. In
Paul's second epistle, he gives the Corinthian Church a little meat, in the'
eleventh and twelfth chapters. And the analogy of Scripture throws more
light upon this subject; for in Heb. v. the apostle tells us that milk means
the first principles Cl' doctrines of the oracles of God, in contradistinction
to meat: "For everyone that useth milk [only] is unskilful [or hath no
experience] in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe." Infancy and
doctrinal knowledge only, go together; whereas strong meat, or divine
experience in the word, by the ope~'ation of the Holy Ghost, "belongeth to
them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their
senses exercised to discern both good and evil." Thus we gather from
the word, that doctrines received into the spiritual understanding of a child
in grace, are termed milk; but the realization of divine truth in experience,
is the meat suited to riper age, which constitutes fatherhood in the Gospel
of Christ, and gives the believer the place of eldership in the Church of
God (1 Peter v. 1). The text which the Arminians use as divine authority
to conceal the truth, "I have fed you with milk, not with meat," is the
believer's warrant for setting out the doctrines of grace, when viewed by
the light of the two antecedent chapters, where the apostle fearlessly
unfolds what are termed in our days, "high doctrines."
Maturely considered, this is a most appropriate term; all the doctrines of
grace are high doctrincs-planned by the most high God; issuing from the
throne of God and the Lamb; arranged by the Eternal Three-in-One before all worlds; and in time the elect are made partakers of the divine
nature dropped from heaven into their soul, as said our Lo.rd: "Except
a man be born from above, he cannot enter the kingdom of heaven."
Then, on the other hand, the term low doctrine is equally suitable; for
every tenet belonging thereunto is not only of the earth earthy, but has a
still lower origin, for it comes from the father of lies, who has no enmity
to any religion that is false, but only to the true: and the characteristic
of all false religions may be summed up in this doctrine-man can begin
with God, whereas the basis of God's truth is, God must begin with man.
Here we see the difference between what is called high and low doctrine.
But we would pass on to the three first letters of the alphabet in experience: repentance towards God, faitl! in our Lord Jesus Christ, and love
of the brethren. Nor are we far wrong when we affirm that this is pr~tty
much after the same working order of things in the hearts of all God's
taught children. A sense of sinners-hip, like the preaching of John the
Baptist, precedes the advent of Christ,and makes way for the gladsome
reception of the" Lamb of God that beareth away sin;" and with this
springs up in the heart that new and lasting affection of which the apostle
speaks, " We know that 'we have passed from death unto life, because we
love the brethren."
But there is an alphabet of personal dealings every believer is set to
learn; and these three first letters we find in Deut. viii. 2: "Thou shalt
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remember all the way which the Lord thy God led thee these forty years
in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove tl,ee, to know what was in
thine heart." No doubt the drift of all God's teaching is couched in
these few words. The elect of God, regenerated by the Spirit, are led
through the wilderness of time for this very purpose-for humbling, for
proving, for self-knowledge; and through these exercises the Lord, by
the Spirit, leads His people, less or more, into Gospel discoveries and
acquaintance with Christ. God's religion is no toy to play with; it is not
an opinion to speculate upon; it is a living principle in the soul, founded
upon truths revealed in vital experience to all those who are interested by
covenant purpose in them, whether or not they are intelligently embraced.
This living principle, called in Scripture "the faith of God's elect," must be
tried; and the result is to humble the believer, to prove him, and to discover what is in his heart, that he may see himself as he is, and hate himself for what he sees. But all this endeal's a precious ChTist. Fresh
needs are opened up that require fresh supplies, and the sinner is kept
dependent upon the bounty of the Saviour.
Divine dealings in every form have this instructive tendency, to humble.
If trial and discoveries of sin are used, the effect is to lay the sinner in the
dust, and make him cry out with Job, "I am Dl~." If the glory of the
Lord be revealed to faith, the cry is similar to that uttered by Isaiah, "I
am a man of unclean lips: for mine 'eyes have seen the King, the Lord of
hosts." If a day of pardon and peace be realized, humbling results follow,
as in the case of the prophet Ezekiel: "I will establish my covenant
with thee. Then thou shalt remember thy ways, and be ashamed." Thou
shalt "never open thy mouth ... when I am pacified toward thee." When
the apostle Paul was exalted into the third heaven, the messenger, Satan,
was sent to buffet him. When John was picked out as the means of communicating to the Church her future destiny, he must go into Patmos, and
learn his lesson as companion in tribulation mth the brotherhood. Saints
have their deliverances to record, it is tTue. They have their" after"ard "
that yieldeth the peaceable fruits of righteousness. "Yet setteth He the
poor on high [ after, margin] affliction." But God's living family-be they
what or who they may-know nothing of a cheap Teligion. .All that is
from God ::md worth having, like the temple vessels, must pass thTough
. fire or water; and in this way God purifies His people, not for salmtion,
but for service; not as their title to heaven, but for God's glory; not for
their sanctification, but for theiT profit; not fOT the world's admiration,
but for the benefit of the Church of God. And in this way, both collectively
and individually, it is true concerning them, "We went thJ:ough fire, and
thTough water; but Thou broughtest us out into a wealthy place." And
. this leads us onward to the end, when tribulation ceases, and lasting
bliss begins; for we read thus: "They who are with Him are calkd, and
chosen, and faithful." What heart can conceive, while on earth, the fulness of joy that is treasured up in these words, with Him? Here we
lose sight of degrees iu glory, which is another Arminian device to introduce into heaven the merit of works. Alas for the poor thief on the cross,
who had no good works to bring! Alas for the myriads of the elect who,
like him, were touched by the sceptre of grace, received their title at the
eleventh hour, and took their place in glory among the kings and priests
who were loved of God, and washed in the blood of the Lamb. But all
those with Him, ultimately, were called by grace in time, because chosen
in eternity, and kept faithful to the end by divine power. And now they
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are for ever with the Lord, diving into the vast storehouse of divine progressive and immortal knowledge, treasured up for the saints in the kingdom
of their Father-the few letters which, through sorrow and tears, they
learnt here being the first step in that Spirit-world lore which eternity
cannot exhaust, and which the elect shall realize when the Lord says,
"Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
L.
from the foundation of the world."

THANKFULNESS.
cc Giving thanks always for all things ~tnto God and the Father in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ."-Epn. v. 20.
EVERY attentive reader of St. Paul's epistle must have noticed that at
times the apostle makes use of what may be called very strong language.
Whether speaking of the love of God, or of the privileges of the believer,
or of the duties incumbent upon those who name the name of Christ,
his language is equally striking. To this the words before us form no
exception: "Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ." How full, how remarkable, are
these "Words! Observer. The duty enjoined-cc the giving of thanks."
n. The season of its performance-" always."
m. The things for which we are to be. thankful-cc all things."
IV. The Divine Being to whom the thanks are to be rendered-" to
God the Father."
V. The element or sphere in which these thanks are to be rendered"in the name ·of our Lord Jesus Christ."
The duty here enjoined is not so much the performance of anyone
particular act of thanksgiving, or the cultivation of a thankful frame of
mind. It is not an exhortation from time to time to declare or to give
thanks-or to be thankfully disposed-to entertain at all times a grateful
sense of the goodness of God in all His dealings towards us.
In bringing the subject before you, my object will be to notice some
of the things included among the" all things" of the text, which often
escape our notice, and for which we do not" always" give thanks.
And first I would notice the daily mercies we receive. Were it not
that the very constancy of these mercies tends to make us unmindful of
the Giver, I should not remind you of them this morning. The daily
rising and setting of the sun, the continuance of our souls in life, the
enjo:yment of health, the competent means of enjoying life that we all
possess, protection from danger, the means of obtaining knowledge, of
becoming happy-these are mercies which, though not often made the
grounds of our thankfulness, are indeed great! Their value we might
ascertain by losing them. How sad would be our lot, if, as we watched
the setting sun, we enjoyed no deep-rooted conviction that it would rise
again! How sad even if there was but the probability that we should
see that sun no more! Everything then would suffer. Perpetual night
would be perpetual gloom and sorrow; yea more, death itself would follow!
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The withdrawal of light would be the withdrawal of every source of
happiness and enjoyment; yea, of life itself. And yet how few of us ever
make the gift of light the subject of special thanksgiving to God! How
. few there are in whose mind the return of day excites the emotion of
thankfulness and of praise! Yet, brethren, for every beam of light that
delights the eye, for every breath of air that cheers our spirits, for every
moment that we safely repose, for every step we safely take, for the happy
issue of the least of our undertakings, it becometh us well to be thankful.
And, brethren, forgive me if I dwell a little longer upon this point.
God in His providence has placed most of you beyond the reach of want;
He has surrounded you with the abundance of His goodness; He has
given you not only enough, but enough and to spare, of the good things
of this life. Now, I feel that the very circumstances in which you aTe
placed-the very abundance by which you are surrounded, instead of exciting within you feelings of thankfulness,may have the very opposite
effect. NeveT to have been lain aside, even for a single day, by ill-health
-to have gone on year after year without any interruption in the enjoyment of blessings-oh, strange as it may appear, this is often the means of
making us fOl'get the Author and PTeserver of our being. It is like the
rising and setting of the sun. The blessings come, and "e receive them
as a matter of course. We forget that we Me dependent for them upon
Another. And, if it would not be true to say that we become unthankful,
yet is it not true that the feeling and the spirit of thankfulness is not
cherished? "I am very thankful," says the poor sick one, who, after
days and nights of suffering, is permitted to enjoy one hour's repose;
but how few are thankful for the nights and days in which there is no
suffering-no pain! "Yes," says the mother,' whose little one has
weathered the worst, and good hopes are entertained that it will yet live;
"yes, God has been very good in giving me back my loved one from
the very brink, and I cannot be too thankful." True; yet how few of
us are thankfnlfor lives equally dear, and which are spared fTom year to
year! 0 brethren, it was the long, long period 'of suffering that gave
a sensible value to the hour's rest! It was the dark, dark prospect of
losing her little one that excited the feeling of thankfulness in the
mother's breast. But is this as it ought to be? Must we lose the blessing in order to learn its value? Must God lay His hand upon us, and
threaten, in order to make us thankful? That it is so, we may almost
infer from the fact that many who have received the least at God's hands,
the least, that is, of temporal mercies, are the most thankful. Have
you never been put to shame by the feeling of thankfulness manifested
by some poor fellow-creature, as you supplied him with the means wherewith to obtain what was literally his daily bread? The days are not
many since, as I was leaving the house of one of our poorer brethren, I
heard the voice of thanksgiving for the help they had received, and the
comfort in which they were permitted to live. I looked around again, to
. see from whence that comfort came. There was nothing to meet the
eye-there was not even a chair upon which the Christian friend or
minister of Christ could sit, as he addressed the afflicted one. From
whence, then, did the comfort flow? It came from a contented and thankful heart. Oh, how it rejoices the heart from time to time to meet with
such illustrations of the power of the grace of God! For many months
I was called upon to visit one whose days on earth were few, and I rejoiced to see that, as the outward man perished, the inward man was re-
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newed d.a by day. It was on the first day of the recent frost, I again
en ered the room. There was neither fire, nor a place for any. I asked
the qn .on, "Are yon not cold?" The reply was simply this, "I am
,ery happy; He will not be long now." " No," I said, "not long now;
He that is to come, will soon come. Christ will not tarry. A day or two,
or three at the most, and then-yes, then Jesus will come, and receive
you to Himself; that where He is, there you may be also." But it is of
the state of mind of the suffering one that I wished to speak. So patient,
in tribulation, so submissive to th~ will of God, so thankful for even the
least mercy! Oh, brethren, let us learn to give thanks always for all
things unto' God! As God has given to us so many mercies, let us ask
for a thankful and grateful heart. No earthly comfort, no amount of
wealth, no friends, however dear; are worth that best of all gifts-next
to God's gift of Christ, and eternal life in Him-the gift of a thankful
and loving heart.
,
Now, doubtless, in a thankful frame of mind, there is milch to be attributed to our natural disposition. Some men are by nature hopeful, che'erful, contented, trusting; while others are naturally anxious, desponding,
fearful. Still, as the duty of thankfulness is one enjoined upon us by
the word of God, it becomes us to strive after this as well as every other
Christian grace. If you will, you may foster a discontented, unthankful
spirit; and, if you will, you may cultivate a thankful and contented mind.
But, in order to do this, you must use the means. And not the least of
these is to think of the many mercies you continually receive. Are
there not many who are continually thinking of some few tbblgs which
they would like to have, but which God has not given them; but who
never feel thankful for the many blessings which God for years has given
to them, and still gives to them every day? The wants not supplied are
often only imaginary wants; the wants supplied are real and abiding.
You will also observe that the apostle says, "Giving thanks always
for all things." And some may be ready to ask the question, "Are we
to understand this in its slightest and most literal sense? Are we to give
thanks for sorrow as well as for joy? for adversity as well as for prosperity?
for disappointment as well as for the fulfilment of our highest wishes?
Are we to give thanks when the Lord takes away, as well as when He
gives? Yes, brethren. It is so written in the word of God. And is
there not a cause? Are not the affiictions, and the sorrows, and the trials,
and the disappointments of the believer, among the" all things that work
together for good to them that love God?" Are they not included in
that" covenant ordered in all things, and sure ?" Yes, brethren; when the
Lord laid His hand upon you-when He took you aside-when He led
you into the wilderness-when He removed from you every source of
creature joy and comfort, did He not Himself speak comfortably unto
you? Did He not more than compensate you for all that He deprived
you of? Did you suffer, when He dashed in pieces that earthern cistern,
and made you drink of the fountain of living waters-of Himself? Did
not the tribulation work in you patience, and patience experience, and
experience hope? And, after all, could not God say to you what the
world could never say: "Have I been a wilderness to you-a land of
darkness? Have I not been sufficient for all your wants? Have I not
been faithful in every hour of need? Have I not been abiding when all
things else faded and passed away?" Yes; in this way God has
taught you-taught you not only the vanity of things earthly-but the
u
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.fulness and the all-sufficiency there is in Him to supply all your wants
" according to the riches of His glory by Ohrist Jesus." And now, brethren,
what is your testimony? Has not patience worked experience? Oan
'you not now say, "I did not at the time see why it pleased God to send
me that long season of broken health-why He so often disappointed Ip.e
in matters pertaining to this life-why He crossed my path, and took
from me the very thing which of all others I most valued. No; at the time
I saw not. He was leading the blind by a way I knew not. But now I
see it only in part; still I see in all His gracious hand-yea, more, I can
thank Him; for, before I was afflicted, I went astray, but since I have kept
His commandments?"
And, if it be so, that even God's temporal mercies-yea, if dispensations
which are afllictive-if they are among the" all things" for which we should
give thanks always to God, then how much more for His great love to
ns in Ohrist; for the wonderful scheme of redemption, which He Himself
planned for the Saviour, He Himself has provided; for the kingdom prepared before the foundation of the world; for peace and happiness here, for
joy and glory hereafter? Surely this ought ever to be a new song in our mouths
-even thanksgiving to our God. But upon this I will not enlarge. In the
coming eternity, salvation will be to the redeemed the one theme of hanksgiving. Then, when we who are in Ohrist have reached our home "e
shall for ever ascribe blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thank giving,
and honour, and power, and might unto our God for ever and ever.
One word, and I have done. Observe the element, the sphere in which
this thanksgiving is to be rendered-" in the name of our Lord Jesus
Ohrist." Brethren, a man must be in Ohrist before he can claim any interest in the promises of the Gospel-before he can enjoy any well-founded
hope that all things are working together for his good. But to the man
that hath this hope in him-to the man who can rejoice in Ohrist as his
Saviour, and look up to God as his Father, to him it is a privilege as
well as a duty, to give "thanks always for all things to God and the
Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Ohrist."

SEVEN-AND-TWENTY YEARS' AGO!
Wrrn the present number we complete our seven-and-twentieth year as
Editor of this work. Truly we are filled with amazement in the contemplation, and are, as it were, lost in wonder, love, and praise in the retrospect.
Dear readers, we feel, as we look back and take a rapid survey of all
the way by which the Lord our God has led us, since we first tremblingly
took pen in hand, that the very stones beneath us might well cry out, if we
failed in at least wishing to express in some faint and feeble measure our
sense of His great goodness, wonderful mercy, and astounding long-suffering and forbearance, in regard to His most merciful dealings with us, both
before and since our connexion with this work. Oh, what have we seen,
or rather what have we not seen~ of the kindnelS.s llo.u.Q te.u.Qe.Ul..e.~~ llo.u..Q (lClUl.passion of our great God and Saviour towards us, the most feeble and unworthy of all His children? Well indeed may one exclaim, in the contemplation of one's shortcomings and base, base ingratitude and unbelief,
"The heart knoweth his own bitterness; and a stranger doth not intermeddle with his joy."
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Seven-and-twenty years! Oh, what hath God wrought? Truly His
dealings are wonderful-yea, like unto His great and glorious name, the
" Wonderful," His ways are wonderful. He is verily "woJ;1derful in
counsel, and e;x:cellent in working." As we sit before the Lord, in our
little study on this Saturday morning, we look back upon all the way by
which He has led us, and wonder, and admire, and adQ{e!
We love upon these occasions to take dQwn the volume of the Gospel
j);{agazine for 1840. We think again of the quiet chamber in the suburbs
of London where, at early morn in the month of May, we penned our first
address to our then altogether unknown readers. We read afresh the
sentiments -thus expressed :" We cannot but express our conviction of the importance of the work we
have undertaken, and the consciousness of our own incompetency for such an
engagement. We think of those highly-favoured men of ever-blessed memory,
who formerly either conducted or contributed to the Gospel Magazine-we
contemplate the character and attainments of a TOPLADY, and others equally
valiant for the truth: we turn to our little library, and, while we glance for a
moment at the volume upon volume which has issued from their pens, and
which, with the exception of our Bible, we recognize as the most valuable of
our little collection-we direct our thoughts towards that blessed resting-place
at which, having finished their labours in this vale of teal'S, each and all of
them have arrived; we think of them as having met there many, very many,
both of the former correspondents and readers of this Magazine ; we see the
mysteries which, while here, they' knew but in part, and prophesied but in
part,' now fully and delightfully unfolded to their astonished view; we see all
the differences of opinion which here they entertained (and which, alas! were
too frequently the cause of bickering and strife) now fully harmonize ;-in a
word, we behold them, though but with a faint glance, now joining in one
delightful melody-one lillceasing 'song of praise and glory to Him to whoin
all eyes are directed with untiring admiration and wonder, even unto Him who
sits upon the throne; and lastly, we look within, and ask oill'selves the question,
'Can we venture to take up the pen thl1Y have laid down; to turn over the
future pages of a Magazine they have left untumed?' And we should
unhesitatingly reply in the negative, were not our hearts encouraged by such
passages in God's word as this, 'He hath chosen the foolish things ofthis world
to confound the mighty, and things that are not, to bring to nought things
that are.' It·matters not how weak the lllstrument, if God the Holy Ghost is
but pleased to make use of it; and, simply looking up to Him for His divine
teaching, with much fear and trembling, we take this our first step in a path,
the difficulties and discouragements attendant on which, He only fully knows:
we contemplate many, but, hoping we have His sanction for the work in which
we are about to be engaged, we look to Him for the fulfilment of His promise,
'I will instruct thee, and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will
guide thee with mine eye.' 'Go, and I will be with thy mouth, and will teach
thee what thou shalt say."
In connexion with the foregoing statement, we gaze upon volume after
volume, as ranged upon Oill' bookshelves. We reflect upon the Lord's
mercy in taking us out of a large and anxious business in the very centre
of the Great Metropolis, upon the site now occupied by the Aldersgate
Street Station of the Metropolitan Railway, the sending us to the sisterisle, and placing us in the Ministry. We look up again, and see another
series of works, GILL and REACH and HAWKER and TOPLADY and SEARLE,
as sent forth through the humble instrumentality of our Industrial Press in
Ireland. We glance again from the window before which we are now seated,
and there behold the large and beautiful structure within which we are
privileged from time to time to seek to set forth, in some very humble
u 2
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measure and degree, the goodness, the lovingkindness, the power, and the
faithfulness of Him who is "the chiefest among ten thousand," and" the
altogether lovely." Can we then, dear l'eader, do otherwise than exclaim,
.in the review of such mercies" Oh, for such love let rocks and hills
Their lasting silence break;
And all-harmonious tongues
The Saviour's praises speak?"
Oh that we could praise Him as we would! Yet we are bound
honestly to testify, that such is the coldness of our heart, such the power
of unbelief, and such the many, many fears and misgivings about the
details of the way with which we are still harassed and perplexed and
burdened, that, in our efforts to praise Him as we would, we are compelled again to adopt the language of the poet : "But my heart fails, my tongue complains,
For want of their celestial strains;
And, in such humble notes as these;
Must fall below His victories."
Oh, reader, how desperately wicked must the human heart be, and how
awful the nature of that unbelief which is but too true a characteristic of
that heart, which would, after such an astounding line of ceaseless and
uninterrupted love and grace and mercy, leave the subject of it as
weak, as powerless, as thankless, as fearful, as unbelieving, as ready
to put a wrong construction upon J ehovah's most kindly and gracious
acts, as ever! Aye, tliat finds such an one after such a marvellous train
of mercy, as disposed as ever to say with J acob, in reference to matters
which for the time being seem obscure and perplexing, "All these things
are against me." 0 base, base unbelief! God-dishonouring forgetfulness and ingratitude! Oh, how do such soul-humbling considerations
lead one to cleave to His own blessedly-revealed Name as "the God of
Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of J acob i" and to rejoice,
moreover, in the plainly and positively-declared mercy, "By GRACE are ye
saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:
not of works, lest any man should boast."
Here, dear reader, we are compelled to take our stand. We have no
more, in ourselves or of ourselves· considered, to look to or depend upon
now than we had seven-and-twenty years ago-nay, in a sense we have
less-for, in ourselves, we are weaker, viler, and more thankless and unbelieving now than then. What was said to Israel, in this particular,
strictly applies to ourselves: "Thou shalt remember all the way which
the Lord thy God led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble
thee, and to prove thee, to know [or that thou mightest know] what was
in thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep His commandments or no."
But here is our mercy, dear reader, whilst looking into the future i the Lord
our God foresaw all, and prepared against all that s7taU happen, as well as
for and against all that has happened. We may have the fears and faintings, doubts and dreads, that are inseparable from our poor fallen, fleshly
hearts. But we "walk by faith, not by sight." Now that faith tells us it
would have been. in vain-utterly so-had our God appointed and arranged for our pathway up to a certain period, and then to have left the
rest to blind chance or a hapless peradventure. This would have be.en
most ungodlike, and tantalizing to His children to the last degree. No,
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He has covenanted to complete what He has begun, blessed be His dear
and adorable name! Yes, it is a glorious truth,
"Grace shall complete what grace begins,
To save from sorrows and from sins;
The work that Wisdom undertakes
Eternal Me'I'CY ne'er forsakes."
In the future there shaUbe the silver lining to the every dark cloud, even
as in the past. The day of prosperity shall be set over against the day of
adversity. Faith may and must be tried; but still the promise must stand
good, because the great PromiseI' was never known to fail, or to falsify
Himself. " There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common
to man': but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above
that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape,
that ye may be able to bear it" (1 001'. x; 13). Hence, in the flimple
confidence erf faith, we add, "And the Lord shall deliver me from every
evil work, and will preserve me unto His heavenly kingdom: to whom be
glory for ever and ever. Amen" (2 Tim. iv. 18).
'

£ennons anh !totes of £exmcrns.
SUBSTANOE OF A SERMON BY THE REV. J. A. WALLINGER,
MrXISTER OF PAYILIOX CHAPEL, BRIGHTOX.

-

". Anrl Jacob was left alone; ana there wrestled a Man with him until the
breaking of the aay."-GEN. xxxii. 24.
THE Lord's dear servant Jacob had, up to the period of my text, passed
through many troubles, and trials, and difficulties, from the time he found
a Bethel, when cast out as a wanderer in a waste, howling wilderness.
With nothing but a stone for a pillow, and the canopy of heaven for his
covering, he lay down to sleep, and was favoured with that blessed revelation of God in Ohrist that he never forgot-that Bethel-visit which was to
him the house of God and gate of heaven. Up to that time, Jacob knew
not God. He had been a sinner, a supplanter, as his name Jacob denotes,
and, owing to his deceitful practices, was banished from house and home;
but in the wilderness God met with him. And Jacob realized what was
spoken of the Ohurch in an after-day: "I will allure her, and bring ,her
into the wilderness, and will speak comfortably to her."
And how greatly did poor J acob need this comfortable speaking; there
he lay-a poor, sinful, helpless creatme; a true' picture of the whole
Ohurch of God by natme. Have you ever been in J acob's place feelingly,
and have you ever had the same discovery of a precious Ohrist ? I can.
tell you it is in this way God blesses His people now, just as He did
Jacob of old. God brings them into solitude, to humbling spots; to desolation; to a sick bed; and then He makes a Bethel for them. Some of
you may be waiting for. such a Bethel-visit. You know something ofthe
wilderness-the desolation; but nothing of the Bethel, the house of God.
You feel yomself a lost creatme-ruined, helpless, hopeless, ill and helldeserving. I congratulate you, if you have got so far; in due time you
shall find yom Bethel, the house of God. Many years had gone over
J acob's head from that time, when God appeared to him; but he never
forgot that visit. When did God appear to you? When did you meeJ;

254

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

[May 1, 1867.

with the sinner's Friend, Jesus? Perhaps this mercy was never vouchsafed
to some of you. You are strangers to this revelatio~ work; you know
. nothing of such a Bethel-time; you can know nothing of God until you
meet with Christ. He is the Meeting-place between God and the sinner;
the Daysman, who can lay His hands upon both, and bring them together.
This is the work of Christ, to bring God and the sinner together in such
sort, that there will be a persuasion that He is the only help and hope of
the soul.
Now Jacob knew such a time, and this chapter tells us of a fresh discovery made to him. He had had many trials, and no marvel. He had
two wives, two concubines, and four families ;. and, therefore, with all these,
what wonder he had plenty of trouble, and was often led to say, "All
these things are against me ? "
Once, when speaking to a friend of the weakness of my faith under
trial, I observed that my state was like Jacob's, when he said; "All these
thi'ngs are against me." The reply was, "What have you to do with
Jacob? You are under a different dispensation-a much more favoured
one than Jacob was." Now, what say you to that? Why, the history of
the Old-Testament saints is handed down for our learning; and, if we have
nothing to do with J acob, we have nothing to do with the promises made
to Jacob, nor the dying testimony given by Jacob, nor the blessed experience he had of covenant mercy, when he declared he was" redeemed
,from all evil." But, if we have nothing to do with the troubles and the
difficulties that we trace in J acob's experience, then have we nothing to
do with the joy, and peace, and deliverance which we see in the word that
God's people realized. Abraham saw Christ's day, and was glad. Have
you any experience corresponding with that? Abraham believed God,
and it was counted to him for righteousness. Have you nothing to do
with that? If you have nothing to do with the saints' trials, you have
nothing to do with their blessings. If you do not know something of
their difficulties, you know nothing of their deliverances. David calls
himself a blessed man. You cannot get beyond that, I know. He said,
when he felt the pardon of sin, "Blessed is the man whose sin is forgiven" (Psalm xxxii.). Why, some of you never got there! Again,
David said, "The Lord hath made with me an everlasting covenant,
ordered in all things, and sure." Some of you cannot follow David to this
spot. David, though in Old-Testament days, got far beyond some of you
in .a Gospel dispensation. You cannot get beyond these worthies; well
for you if you get up to them. The Lord realize their mercies to you, and.
give you to feel that the. experience of J acob, and Abraham, and David is
yours!
But we must look at the history before us. You see all the troubles of
J acob did not crush him; they did him good. This is God's design in all
the trials of His people-to do them good. As the Lord says, "I will not
turn away from you to do you good," but" I will put my fear into your
heart, that you shall not depart from me." He acts upon this principle,
and therefore bears with them. Oh, what amazing forbearance God shows
towards'His people! We find it hard to bear with a few of His 'People;
He bears with them all.
But now J acob comes to a greater trial than he ever had-the apprehension of his brother Esau's approach, who, he hears, is coming against him
with four hundred armed men; but greater was He that was with J acob
than he that was with Esau; for the Lord was the God of Jacob, his, very
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present help in time of trouble. True, there seemed no way of deliverance;
but J acob knew there was nothing too hard for the Lord. Six troubles,
yea. seven, He can deliver out of i but poor J acob was greatly afraid and
distressed. His heart failed him, when he thought of Esau's four hundred
men, and the helpless lot around him. Like the disciples, "they feared
as they entered into the cloud." And that is like you-you tremble when
you see the cloud of trouble approaching, and unbeliefsays, this trouble
will. cruflh me. But dear Oowper told out the result of many a trouble
the saints have to pass through : " Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But trust Him for His grace;
Behind a frowning providence
He bides a smiling face."
When the Lord gives precious faith to rest upon Him, we shall not be
disappointed. The Lord taketh pleasure in them that antipicate evils,
are looking out for, and predicting evils? Oh, no i no such thing. "But
the Lord taketh pleasure in them that hope in His mercy" - expecting
that all shall be for the best, and work for good, come what may. Why,
His power is boundless, and what can He not do for the deliverance of His
dear people? Sin, death, hell, the grave, nothing shall hurt them. " All
things shall work together for their good;" but poor Jacob's heart failed,
just as yours does sometimes, and what did he do? He betakes himself
to prayer. Making use of all the means within his reach, he says,
" I will appease him with a present i" and he arranges then each in succession by way of an additional blow at his brother's enmity-a Ohristian
mode of subduing his indignation. But, though J acob used the means,
he knew better than to depend on the means. Where is your dependence
when clouds of sorrow and trouble gather round you? Look at David's
resources when his adversaries came out against him, "I give myself
unto prayer." Is that your refuge.? Ab, some of you doubtless have found
the blessing, the sweetness, the privilege of a throne of grace-a mercyseat in your times of trouble. As the Lord very graciously says, "Oall
upon me in the time of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify
me "-not lie down in despair, but call upon me. So you see you need the
same teaching David had, J acob had, and all the Old-Testament saints had;
and, if you have it, then it proves you are of the family, and that you know
the worth of prayer i as that sweet hymn .says,
"Prayer makes the darkened cloud withdraw."
Prayer makes you conqueror over the enemy, and lifts you up above the
world. Now, then, we see J acob in his trouble:-he betakes himself to
prayer. Ab, friends, it is trouble that proves the worth of prayer. God
hath said, "Through much tribulation ye must enter the kingdom," and
t4e saints shall find it so; but it is all to lead you off from the world, to
draw you to the feet of Jesus, and bring you into communion with.Him.
Do not think you are cast into this world to enjoy it; no, God will wean
you from it; make you hold it all with a loose hand, and, amid the good
providences of life, teach you that Ohrist must be above them all. It is told
of Luther, when some property fell to him, that his first exclamation was,
"Lord, art Thou going to put me off with this? " My dear friends, many
are put off with the good things of time and sense, die and are lost. In
Ecclesiastes you read of one concerning whom it is said, "He doth not
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much remember the days of his life, because God answereth him in the joy
of his heart;" therefore, he held all the rest with a light hand, because of
the soul-blessing God bestowed on him. But of Jacob. On the eve of_
. this trouble, he gave himself unto prayer. "Jacob was left alone." It
is good to be alone sometimes. It has been well observed, "All decays in
religion begin in the closet." This is a true saying. Oloset-work is important work; to be alone with God, closeted with God, have access and
communion with Him, to be made nigh and brought nigh feelingly, this
shoW's the power and life of God's religion in the soul. Hence to promote
this, Godsends.troubles that souls may pray. We want all kinds of prayer for
our daily necessities-sitting prayer, walking prayer, closet prayer, waking
prayer, aye, and sometimes you may get sleeping prayer, not sleep yprayer
-that is another matter. Why, a child of God cannot live without prayer;
and prayers of various sorts to meet his divers wants. God has no stillborn children in His family. As soon as a child is born its voice is heard,
and the heart of the father is rejoiced by the cry. So it is spiritually. The
cry of God's children rejoices His heart. It is said, "Shall not God avenge
His own elect, which cry day and night unto Him?" They may -wait long,
but the cry shall be heard. There may be no answer for many a day, but
wait; God will hear. God is exercising your spirit of prayer, proving that
you have got tlbe spirit of prayer that will cry on, though not answered.
When a soul is brought into the state J acob was, it must needs cry. God
teaches His people to pray, and draws forth their prayer by their wants;
and, as He did by J acob, so He does by saints now; for it is not said,
"Jacob wrestled with the Man," but" the Man wrestled with Jacob." God
wrestles still with His J acobs. Did He ever wrestle with you? How does
He wrestle? When He tries your prayer, tries your faith, yom love, your
hope; gives prayer, and no answer; gives a promise, and delays its fulfilment. Just as He did with J oseph, who lay in the prison two years, and
that without any fault of his; and, while his feet were hmt in the stocks,
"The word of the Lord tried him." God promised him deliverance, but
it was so long delayed, it seemed as if "the Lord had forgotten to be
gracious." God wrestled with him to show him the -worth of faith, and
the power of prayer, and the sweetness of the promise, which was fulfilled
at last. Now, if God has given you a living hope, that hope will be tried;
circumstances will appear to dash all your hopes, and faith also must be
proved to be the faith of God's elect, by outliving all that opposes it, and
triumphing in a promise-keeping God. Oh, my friends, if you are favoured
with Gospel blessings, yom graces must all be tried-yom faith, your
hope, your love, your spirit of prayer, your patience, your humility. Why,
God will wrestle with them all, and prove whether they are of Him, by
their abiding to the end, lest you should prove but a false professor-a
hypocrite, having a name to live, but dead, and at last damned. But
damned you cannot be if you are the Lord's; though tried, you shall be
saved. The gold must be put into the furnace, not to consume the metal,
but the dross; and God, by His furnace-work, shows up the grace He has
put in His people; for, though He wrestles with them, they shall prevail.
The light is not to be put under it bushel; but set on'a candlestick, so that
it may be seen. The Ohurch shall see it, and, though it is darkness to the
world, and has no glory in their eyes, yet grace does shine to the glory of
God, and to the edification of God's Ohmch. But I add no more. The
Lord bless His truth.
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A VOICE FROM IRELAND.
WE have recently received two letters from Ireland which we much
value, and which, we doubt not, will deeply interest our readers. The
one is from our late highly-esteemed and much-beloved Bishop, written in
reply to a letter of sympathy with him upon the recent death of two of the
most aged of his clergy, one our late venerable Rector, at the age of 93 ;
and the other the late Rev. Richard Ryland, of Waterford. The sweet
tone of the Bishop's letter will, we trust, stir up many a heart to remember him before the Lord.. He is very dear to lIS, inasmuch as he it was
who so encouraged us in regard to the work of the ministry. His kindly
words, spoken to us now some two-and-twenty years ago, retain all their
freshness and power; and we can never cease to love him, or to remember
him before the Lord. We know that he feels deeply the state of the
Church, and Christendom generally, at the present time. His advanced
years remind him, that his stay on earth cannot be long. Very manJO.
have been called, as it were, from his side, on the bench of bishops, each
such call reminding him of his own. But that call, come when it may,
we are sure, will be in peace, and only to take him to his rest, and to the
immediate presence of the Master he has so long loved and so earnestly
sought to serve. The recent call of the Bishop of Rochester was indeed a
sudden one. ' ,Sitting," writes a correspondent, 'c by his brother's side (who
. was lying on a sofa, indisposed) he all at once drooped his head, and died
instantly."
The following is the Bishop of Cashel's letter :-::
.
Waterford, 27th Mm'ch, 1867.

My DEAR MR. DOUDNEy,-Accept my thanks for your kind and Christian
letter. I am gratified by your thinking of me. I am grown old, and every
year I lose some of those whom't considered as my friends-some younger,
and very few older than myself. All flesh is as grass, but the word of the
Lord abideth for ever, and He of whom the word testifies, " Jesus Christ, the
same yesterday, to.day, and for ever."
It is very wholesome to be led to feel alone as far as man is concerned,
that we may be led to cultivate a closcr and more sensible union with the
" Friend that sticketh closer than a brother," and that we may be the more
enabled to say with feeling, " Our conversation is in heaven, from whence we
expect the Lord, who shall change our bodies of humiliation, that they may be
fashioned like unto the body of His glory."
May the Lord be with you as a man and a minister, and abundantly bless
you, is the sincere prayer of
Yours most truly, in the bonds ofthe Gospel,
ROBERT CASHEL.
The other letter is from the much-beloved and now venerable EARL OF
RODEN. The letter will speak for itself. For many years his lordship
has presided at sundry of the large and important meetings held at this
season in the Rotunda, in Dublin; and deeply interesting those meetings
are. Possibly some of our readers may remember our speaking of them
upon the only occasion in which it was our privilege to attend them. The
meeting of the clergy especially, from all parts of the city and provinces,
we shall ever remember with peculiar and grateful interest. With the
many and great advantages secured to. them by the Divinity class in
Trinity College, Dublin, and snrrounded as of necessity they were by
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Popery, in all its diversified and delusive forms and operations, and presided
over as they likewise were by men of deep thought and high spiritual tone,
there was a savour and a power and an unction about those large clerical
gatherings which are most grateful to our remembrance. As they sang
in fullest tone and sweetest harmony, we were reminded more forcibly
than we ever remember to have been upon any other occasion, of the great
assembly "out of all nations, and kind.reds, and people, and tongues,
which shall at last stand before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed
with white robes, and palms in their hands; and cry with a loud voice,
saying, Salvation to our God, which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the
Lamb." The meeting in Dublin, some fifteen years ago, of which we
speak, was to us a very precious earnest of this last great gathering and
assembly in the immediate presence of God and the Lamb.
Of these Dublin meetings, the beloved LORD RODEN thus speaks:To the Comnnittees of the Religious' Societies who meet to celeb?'ale their Annive?'saries at the Rotunda, in Dublin, dUl'ing the month of April, 1867.
Tollymore Park, April 3, 1867.

My DEAR FRIENDS,-It has been my privilege for upwards of forty-five
years, almost consecutively to answer you.r call made upon me to preside over
your annual meetings at the Rotunda. It has given me great pleasure, not
only to unite with you in forwarding the objects of your several societies, but
also to have the opportunity of meeting at those anniversaries so many of
our fellow-countrymen, both lay and clerical, who come up from all parts of
Ireland to celebrate our jubilee week, and to encourage one another in maintaining those principles on which our societies are formed.
But the time is come when bodily infirmity will prevent my occupying the
honoured posit.ion of your chairman, and when I must ask you to supply
yourselves with another, in my room.
Our meetings have been to me a source of profit and delight, and I shall
never cease to bear in affectionate recollection the eminent Christian menmost of them now removed-who guided and influenced those meetings nearly
fifty years ago. Some of the names occur to me whilst I write. It is pleasant
to think of what they were, and what they now are: MATHIAS, PETER ROE,
EDWARD WINGFIELD, JAMES DIGGES, LA TOUCHE, KRAUSE, Admiral
OLIVER, the two SINGERS, that noble veteran Archdeacon IRWIN, and now
KINGSTON, of St. James's. These and their like were the Fathers of our
Church at that day, as well as others united with them, who were the means,
under its great Head, of preserving it in its purity and its truth. How much
do we owe them-how dearly should we cherish their memories!
In addressing you on this occasion, probably for the last time, I am Sill'e
you will forgive me for offering a few words of exhortation and admonition.
The Protestant Reformed Church in Ireland has been wonderfully pre·
served; I have seen it, in the course of my long life, apparently in imminent
danger from external foes: it has always been, and is now, pre-eminently the
object of attack by all who are opposed to Protestant truth, but it has cherished
and clung ~o that truth, it has been firm in its allegiance to its Head, it has
resol!ltely maintained that the Holy Scriptures are its sole rule of faith and
practice, and I believe that, consequently, this truth has been its shield and
buckler!
' .
To the laity I would address myself particularly; let them join with our
faithful clergy in resisting the first approach to these Romish practices.
Let it never be forgotten that the Protestant reformed religion, as purified
and established at the Reformation, is our best and dearest inheritance. It
is the right of the laity as well of the clergy, and, therefore, it becomes both
to maintain it in its purity, and to assert that right as it was in former times,
- with the perseverance, self-sacrifice, and the courage of our ancestors.
To all of you I would say, "Be very courageous, and keep and do all that
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is written in the word of God, that ye turn not aside therefrom, to the }·ight.
hand or to the left," and the Lord will keep you in the hour of temptation.
I am; your affectionate friend,
RODEN.
Dear LORD RODEN! In the anticipation of his being called to his rest,
which, as in the case of the beloved Bishop of CASHEL, cannot, in the very
nature of things, be at any far-distant day, one's heart exclaims, "How
ill can such men be spared i" and, with the exception of the Earl of
SHAFTESBURY and a few-but very few-of his stamp, we ask, "Who can
supply their places?" But (gloomy as is the aspect of the times before
us, both in regard to England as a nation and a Church) we would not
limit the Holy One of Israel. Satan and his emissaries may appear for a
time to triumph, but" the Lord God omnipotent reigneth" nevertheless.
And, although (as we long have believed, she is) England may be given
over to a strange infatuation, so as to foster and encourage and, in a great
measure, yield herself up to the Papacy, still Jehovah will take such
means for the vindication of His own honour, the protection of His own
people, and the advancement of His own truth, as only to make that short
triumph of Popery the more strikingly minister to its own destruction and
magnify its irremediable fall! It must be so, for the purposes of God
shall stand, and He will do all His pleasure, in spite of all the efforts of
men and devils to counteract the same.
Since the foregoing was written, the following has appeared as a leading'
article in the ReoM'd, which we gladly transfer to these pages : We publish in another column the touching valedictory address of the
venerable Earl of Roden t.o the committees of the religious societies, which
usually meet to celebrate their anniversaries at the Rotunda, in Dublin, during
the month of April. Fur upwards of forty-five years that eminent Christian
nobleman has been accustomed almost consecutively to preside upon these
occasions. In early life he was one of the chief ornaments at the brilliant but
unthinking circle which gathered round the Regent, afterwards George IV.
But, called by the grace of God to experience the excellency of the knowledge
of Jesus Christ, he at once assumed a decided position as a faithful witness for
his divine Master, both in Courts and Parliaments. It was, we believe, in
attending a public meeting of the British and Foreign Bible Society that his
attention was first called to the importance of a personal aC'luaintance with
God's written word; and it was about the same time-whether before or after,
we are not sure-that, when excluded hy want of sitting room from· the
parish church of Cheltenham, the young nobleman wandered into a chapel of
the Countess of Huntingdon, and there listened to a declaration of the Gospel
by a pious Nonconformist, which came to his heart with power. Since that
time he has never flinched from avowing himself to be on the Lord's side. By
his dignified consistency of conduct he won the respect even of George IV.,
and made scoffers themselves to feel that there was something more than a
furm in Christianity. In Ireland his name is respected even by the partizans
of Romanism; whilst among the Protestants it has been long cherished with
an enthusiastic attachment peculiar to the sister island.
It would be a great mistake to look upon Lord Roden chiefly as a politician;
but, when the history of 1848 is fully written, it will be seen that during that
formidable crisis he was the daily counsellor and chief support of the Whig
Lord-Lieutenant. It is, however, not on the political but the spiritual condition of Ireland that Lord Roden dwells in his short valedictory address.
Had the Church of Ireland continued in the low state in which it had fallen
at the beginning of the present century, as it was, for example, when the
despatches of Sir Arthur Wellesley, as Chief Secretary, were written, its
Establishment would have been long ago swept away. But at that very time
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there was a leaven at work, by which the Ohurch was aroused from a state of
death, and made to assume a position worthy of its union with the Reformed
O~urch of England. To this revival the annual meetings of the clergy and
laIty of Dublin have greatly contributed, and it is with just feelings of satisfaction that Lord Roden recalls the names of Mathias, Peter Roe, Wingfield,
J ames Digges, La Touche, Krause, Admiral Oliver, the two Singers, Kingston,
and' that noble veteran, Archdeacon Irwin,' father of the learned and excellent
Alexander Irwin, of Armagh. These and their like, says Lord Roden, " were
- the fathers of our Ohurch at that day, as well as others united with them, who
were the means, under its great Head, of preserving it in its purity and truth."
The strength of Protestantism in Ireland consists in the maintenance of
the simplicity of the faith and of the worship of the Reformation. The preservation of Protestantism in Ireland is the only safeguard for the loyalty of
the people and the conservation of the Union. If the Irish branch of the
United Ohurch maintains its allegiance to its glorious Head, and clings to the
pure faith of the Gospel; if it resolutely holds high the banner of God's word
written as the only rule of faith and practice, we believe that J ehovah, with all
the attributes of truth and holiness, will yet be its shield and buckler. If it
lets go either the doctrines or the simple ritual of the Reformation, all is lost.
But we trust that the foe is still destined to be foiled and baffled in his renewed and malignant assaults.
/

NOT THE LETTER MERELY, BUT LIFE AND POWER.
To the Edit01' of the Gospel Magadne.
DEAR SIR,-I have read the article entitled "Given, not Taken,"
in the November number of your Magazine, and, with the view of
encouraging further testimony upon such an almost dying-out truth ~s the
d·ivine nature of faith, I feel induced to send you the expression of my
thankfulness for the beautiful illustration of which the above-named
paper contains.
Did I think it desirable to attempt it, it would be utterly out of my
power to describe to you the amount of perplexity and distress I have
formerly suffered from the fascinating and plausible presentation of the
contrary view of faith to my mind-wearied with long waiting upon the
God, who, when He hideth His face, none can behold Him.
The danger of the error, that faith is an act within the power of man to
perform, is greatly increased by the fact of its being found in connexion
with sound statements upon thesubjects of the atonement, and" righteousness without works." But after, thus fa?', giving Christ all the glory of
His portion of the work of salvation, the advocates of this erroneous view
of faith practically ignore the necessity of the Spirit's work, to take of the
things of Christ, and sMw them to the soul, ere anyone can truly see or
receive them.
And what is the consequence of such teaching? The hearts of God's
1'ighteous ones are made sad, while the hands of the unregenerate are
strengthened (Ezek. xiii, 22). The former are set by man to do in their
own strength what God the Halt} Ghost is taking pains, as it were, to teach
them that they never can do, until they are endued with power from on
high. While the latter, having no God-taught knowledge of their own
spiritual powerlessness, feel no difficulty in believing a sufficient amount
of truth to satisfy the claims of natural conscience, and thus, it is to be
fear.ed, many are deluded by the cry of, "Peace, peace, when there is no
peace." As the amount of danger attending the dissemination of any
err01' ought to be calculated with reference to the people of God, and not
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the world, or even the merely professing Ohmch, I am inclined to think
this error respecting faith being the work of the creature, and not the
operation of God, is one of the most dangerous of the present pre-eminently
erroneous day..
Terrible indeed are the grosser errors that are now inundating the
Chmch of this land, but they are the apparently httle foxes that spoil
God's vines. Modern Evangelism, with its little fox of natural faith, is
the error I dread the influence of more than any other theological mistake
now prevalent.
We are fully assmed that God's sheep are eternally safe in His keeping
-that no man is able to pluck them out of His hand j but we are also
assured, that through the ignorance or unfaithfulness of false shepherds,
God's sheep may be "driven away" from their wholesome pasture, made
" sick" and" broken" (Ezek. xxxiv.). It is what the sheep are likely to
eat and drink, that the Ohief Shepherd is so jealous of the purityof.
They are to be fed with" the sincere milk of the word," and that word
teachfls us that" faith is not of ourselves: but is the gift of God j" and
that while God tarries, we are to wait for Him. The sinner, who feels his
need of faith, must go, like a beggar, empty-handed, to receive it as a
free gift from GOd; and, though he may have to " go again seven times,"
or even "seventy times seven," the issue of his thus going to a throne of
grace is not left doubtful j for the God of everlasting truth declares,
"They shall not be ashamed that wait for me."
Yours, in the bonds of the one faith,
J. A.
"JESUS OHRIST IS NOT DEAD j IS HE, GRANDMA?"
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR Sm,-In the annexed anecdote I lay before you a demonstrative
proof of thll invincible truth of Psalm viii. 2 j also the comfort and sharp
rebuke which was felt by one who had known the Lord for many years ~
this aged one had lost her beloved husband, and, being deprived of many
comforts, the loss tu her was the more painfully felt.
The writer one' day ,in his visits called upon this aged suffel'er, intending to sympathize with and comfort her under her loss. Much to his
smprise he found the dear old lady more tranquil than he had from
reports been led to expect. Indeed, there was not only tranquillity, but
there was a high and holy acquiescence j this constrained the visitor to
inqui.re how this change had been wrought. The dear bereaved one, looking up with a tearful smile, in reply to the question, said, "I was weeping
this morning, and wandering from room to room; I felt myself like a
poor outcast, bereaved of the company of one with whom I had for many
years communed in the things of God. The world to me was a blankcompany a bmden j all I could do was to mourn over what seemed to me
to be an incmable wound. While I was weeping, my little granddaughter said to me, "Grandma, what are you weeping for day by day?
Do tell me, grandma, ' for it makes me feel very sorrowful." At first I
hesitated to answer the question j but the dear child with greater importunity and earnestness urged the question, "What are you weeping for,
grandma?" Being afraid lest the dear little creatme should think me
unkind, I said, "My dear, I am weeping because yom grandfather is
dead." The dear child paused for a length of time, and, looking upon
the floor as if reflecting upon a something of the past that gave her great
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pain, at length she broke silence, and, drawing near, she looked up into
my face, her eyes beaming with pity, she said, "Ah, grandpa is dead.
Yes, he is dead, grandma," she said, with a cheerful smile; "but
Jesus Ohrist is not dead; is He, grandma?" I said, "No, my dear,
Jesus Ohrist is not dead." "Then why do you weep?" "Oh," said
the old lady, "it was a well-timed reproof, that, like a sword, entered
into my very soul. I was silenced, and ashamed before the Lord because
of my restless repining. Oh, what a host of enemies to myself and the
Lord dwell by nature in my heart! and these enemies are stirred up by
that malicious enemy and avenger, the devil, under bereavements and
affiictions, to spit poison in the Lord's face. And oh, the wonders of
grace! out of the mouth of that dear child the Lord ordained strength to
still and put to silence Satan's lying insinuations; the bitter reflections
and gloomy anticipations of unbelief; and the God-dishonouring murmurings of carnal reason.
Oh, how I am now ashamed, grieved, yet comforted! I see a glory,
and taste a sweetness, in the Lord's own words, spoken to John: "I am
He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen;
and have the keys of hell and of death." This is the everything to me;
it has stanched the bleeding grief, and healed my wounded feelings.
Oh, how sweet the thought! Him that is all in all to me, lives for evermore in His love, grace, pity, mercy, kindness, care, bounty, word, work,
faithfulness, blood, compassion, righteousness, and truth. .As the glorious
Lord put His amen to "I am alive for evermore," so to the same sow.supporting, cheering, and comforting truth, I do, can, and will put my
hearty" Amen and amen."
OLD PILGRIM.
DIVINELY

OHOSEN-WHY?

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.

DEAR SIR,-·The subjoined extract will be read with interest by the
lovers of truth. As recreation, it was copied from the writings of Thomas
Adams, by an old disciple who was called by grace among the Wesleyans.
Of late years he has been led into divine truth intelligently, and fully
endorses all he has copied. He has long valued and supported the Gospel
Maga'/,ine, .and other publications that extol a full, finished; and unconditional salvation. As it is likely his eyes may fall· upon ihese lines, I
shall spread no net for his feet by saying more, but subscribe myself,
Yours in Gospel bonds,

L.
"I pray not for the world," saith Ohrist. There be two main parts of
His mediatorship; His redemption and intercession. Now He excludes
the. world from His intercession, therefore from His redemption; for
whom He does not pray He did not die. He did not open His side, if He
will not open His mouth for them. Let not men hear themselves too bold
upon their acquaintance with Ohrist, when their affections lie another
way. Those merchants/are blessed that sell the world to buy Ohrist; not
they that sell Ohrist to buy the world. The covenant is too good for them
that slight it; and it is but a poor valuation, to make it the best flower
of our garland-one among others, though a principal one. Nay, we
have no .:flower, no garland but Ohrist. The covenant of grace is all our
tenure; and, as that is sure, and can never be taken from them that have
it, so there is nothing but woe to them that have it not.
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The free mercy and good pleasure of God is the cause of this covenant.
God did not choose you for number or goodness,; but" because He loved
you," saith Moses to Israel. The same may be said of all.God's chosen.
Election hath no cause but delectation; delectation hath no cause at all'. To
Reek for a reason why God loved J acob before he was, is to search for the
beginning of eternity. Why did God make the world? Because He
would. Why would He? An idle question. Why did God choose some
men to life everlasting in Christ? Because He loved them. Why did
He love them? This is a vain query. There is no cause for the fu'st cause.
So high we can go; but higher we dare not attempt. How.comes it to
pass that we"have wine and bread? Because the earth yields us those
fruits. "The earth shall hear the corn and wine." Why doth the earth
afford them? Because the heavens give it their kindly influence. " The
heavens shall hear the earth." How doth the heavens impart this influence? Because the Lord has so ordained it: "I will hear the heavens."
Thus far we can go. But why hath God ordained it? To ask this is a
presumptuous folly. "Christ loved us, and gave Himself for us." He
gave Himself for us, because He loved us. Why did He love us? There
is no cause for that; we may as well seek for a place above heaven, or
below the centre, as a cause beyond love. There must be no query
where can be given no quid. Oh "the bottomless depth of that love!
" Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that God loved us." Here is
love indeed; as if other love were not worth naming or mention, in
respect to this. Thus Christ loved us, and gave Himself a sacrifice for us.
There is nothing better than Christ; nothing better in Christ than love;
no love better than to" give; no gift better than Himself; no way better
to give Himself, than in sacrifice: Other graces are spoken of God
in oblique; God of me,rcy, God of peace, God of comfort-but love absolutely, God is love. Thus the cause of all causes is the love of God, and
that love limited by this bound, "According as He hath chosen us. in
Christ before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and
without blame before Him in love."

::.

A WORD IN SEASON.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-Being kept from the house of God through indisposition,
I took up the Magazine which arrived in the morning, and was much
struck, and I may say edified, by your remarks in the leading article for
July last-they seemed so appropriate to my case, and so in unison with my
own thoughts during the past few days. A few lines near the end were
especially applicable. "Reader, is it not worth waiting and watching
for? What a mere moment will a fourscore life of trouble and anguish
appear in the day-dawn of a blissful eternity. Into what utter insignificance will all the trials, and sorrows, and affiictions, and di~appointments,
and privations of the world dwindle, before the rising sun of a blessed
immortality. What will the baubles of time, what wip the wealth of a
world, be, as we step over the threshold of vast eternity?" &c., &c.
In the absence of public preaching, I got my sermon from your piece,
and that of dear G. C. How the Holy Spirit puts it into the hearts of
God's children to be helpers of each other!
Ever yours in Gospel bonds,

Manchester.

A

LITTLE ONE.
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THE DEAD FATHER-'TIS TOO LATE NOW!
. A DEAR servant of God had been called away, somewhat suddenly, to his
rest. I had met him some short time previously, when he expressed to
me his solicitude on behalf of one of his children in particular, in the event
of his removal. Little did I then think that this removal was so near.
As I afterwards gazed upon his sleeping frame, I could but rejoice in the
testimony that those lips, now closed in the long sleep of death, had given
for God and truth, and I rejoiced also on his behalf that his sufforings
and his sonows were now at an end, and that no care nor anxiety would
ever again intermingle with his joys. He had entered into a rest which
should be as eternal as it would be uninterrupted. His countenance was
most placid, his slumbers peaceful indeed; and one could but rejoice in
that precious declaration, "I heard a voice from heaven, saying, Write,
Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the
Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow
them." To my.mind the contemplation of the pious dead is increasingly
delightful : " They sleep in Jesus, and are blest;
How sweet their slumbers are;
From suft'ering and from sin releas'd,
And every hurtful snare."
A few days after gazing upon those sleeping remains in the still chamber
of death, I was one of the many who followed them to the grave. Among
the mourners was one whom I had been informed had given the departed
intense anxiety. As the coffin halted for a little season upon the threshhold of the building where the solemn service was about to be read, he
grasped the pall which covered it, and, with tearful eyes and anguished
countenance, seemed as though he would arrest the proceedings and recall
the departed. "But ah," thought I, "it is too late now. In vain he
who now sleeps within that narrow case, and whose ransomed spirit is
for ever with the Lord, remonstrated-in vain he appealed-in vain he
besought, by all the arguments that the most endearing affection and
solicitude could suggest, whilst yet on earth. In vain his words, his tears,
his prayers. You turned a deaf ear then; 'tis too late now."
Oh, ye young men-oh, ye youth, take heed in time-beware, lest the
unsparing and relentless hand of death should summon from your midst
him or they who have your tenderest interests at heart; whose very life is
bound up in your present and eternal welfare. Oh, hasten not their exit
from this anxious sphere-speed not their £light to the silent tomb whence
there is no return-by a disregard of their counsels, and a vain supposition
that their stay among you will be permanent and abiding; and that it will
be time enough to yield to their suggestions and entreaties by-and-by:
that by-and-by may never come.
" I grew up selfish, full of thoughts and cares
For my own good, but unconcerned for theirs;
I gave cold service, but the smile that cheersThe softer tone that soothes declining yearsThese I withheld. They felt it;
And the dart that wounded them
Now rankles in my heart.
They had their failings. Ah, clear parents,
How those few infirmities have vanished now!"

j
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OR, WHISPERS FROM THE DYING PILLOWS OF GOD'S SERYANTS.

"Mark the perfect man, and behold the npright: for the end of that man is peace."-PsALM xxxvii.37.

GRACE AND GLORY.
at Westbourne, Sussex. She was
almost the only one spared to them
-to become the comfort of their declining years. They were strictly
moral and upright, and they brought up their daughter with the greatest
care and affection. She was early trained to attend' most regularly all
the services of the parish church; to use her own words, "The doors were
never open but I was to be found in my seat." She also read the Scriptures daily, and did not neglect private prayer. But she had not at this
time been brought to see herself as a lost sinner in the sight of a holy
God; yet she was not satisfied, feeling that there was something lacking.
At the age of twenty-five she married, and removed to Portsea. She
was blessed with a kind and loving husband, but she was not exempt from
care, trouble, and anxiety, the common lot of all; and now, as in her
native village, the ministry she attended was not evangelical. But she
could not rest, and at last prevailed on her husband to leave, and attend
an episcopal chapel, which was quite near to them, and where the Gospel
was faithfully preached by one who had himself drunk deeply of those
truths which he declared to others. very soon Mrs. Gillman was called, by
this instrumentality, out of nature's darkness, into God's marvellous light.
As the day gradually dawns upon us, so was she led, step by step, to give
up all for Christ. She now deeply felt her need of a better righteousness
than her own, and she was led to forsake the world and its society. The
doctrines of free grace,~which sho held so firmly through life, she embraced,
feeling how unable she was to do anything that could be acceptable to
God; that her only hope was in Christ, and to Him alone she looked for
salvation.
Her first concern was to erect an altar to the Lord, that the word of
God might be daily read, and prayer offered to Him continually. This,
to the day of her death, was never omitted, at first using a form of prayer
written by herself; but this she after a time relinquished, and prayed extempore, in which exercise she was much favoured.
Many of her most intimate friends now relaxed in their attachment, or
altogether disowned her. So true is it " that the friendship of the world
is enmity with God.~' Mrs. Gillman has often remarked, "I had no trouble
in being freed from my worldly companions, for they forsook me." But
this was only one of those trials which those who faithfully follow their
Lord must endure; for some of these friends she loved and esteemed, and
nature felt keenly.
The welfare of her children now was laid upon her heart; for their souls
she laboured and prayed, instructing them in the Scriptures, and never
shunning to declare unto them" the whole counsel of God." Her priv!!-te
papers bear witness to her travail of soul on their account.
During Mrs. Gillman's resid.ence at Portsea, she suffered from illness.
Her life was despaired of, but the sickness was not unto death. Many
MRS. CATHERINE GILLMAN was born
the younge~t child of her parents, and
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other thorny trials were strewed in her path, but she came forth from all,
" as gold tried in the fire, purified only from its dross:" The preaching of
the glorious Gospel she continued from year to year to enjoy, speaking of
.it as " a very Bethel to her soul" But the time drew nigh, when she was
to leave Portsea, and the Ohurch wh01'e she had had many spiritual privileges, and been so highly favoured.
She and her husband removed to vVestbourne, the place of her birth,
and to the same house in which she had been reared, and in which sh-e
ended her earthly pilgrimage. Here she attended. the worship of God
where she could hear the simple truths of the Gospel: distance was unheeded. When some complained of this, she has often said, "Did Christ
do so much, and suffer so much for us; and shall we think it much labour,
walking this distance to hear the Gospel preached ?" But she missed the
weekly services; and, to make up in some measure for the lack, she opened
her house 101' a prayer-meeting, on a vVednesday evening. The Scriptures
were read, and prayer offered on behalf of those assembled and their
respective families. 111:1'. Gillman generally read; and the prayers used
were those which Mrs. Gillinan had written for these occasions. Accustomed as she had always been to attend the Established Church, a form
of prayer was most congenial to her feelings; and, after many years' experience, Sl10 still adhered to this plan. She felt that she kept these
meetings more in her own hands, and prevented many jealousies and unpleasant feelings.
.
In her papers, written at this time, we find she says, "Religion is at'a
very low ebb here. We are in a barren and dry land. Let us pray that
God may senel forth faithful pastors to take care of His Ohurch, and that
His cause may prosper here." And again, she writes, "I find by every
day's experience, that in myself I am nothing, and worse than nothing,
and that without the atoning blood of Ohrist I must have perished in my
sins." Also," Our little meeting has not increased in numbers, but the
promise is, 'Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am
I in the midst of them.' The Lord will not despise the day of small things."
Mrs. Gillman..was now called to pass tm:ough floods of h'ibulation. Her
eldest daughter, twenty-three years of age, was smitten with that direful
complaint, consumption. Four years afterwards, another daughter, aged
eighteen, fell a victim to the same disease; and ten months from that time,
her youngest, the only daughter left at home, also -fell a victim to consumption, aged fifteen. They all died in faith, trtlSting their souls to
Jesus' keeping, "who shall raise them up again at the last g"l'eat day."
These repeated trials told much on Mrs. Gillman, though she was kept
from murmuring, and. felt that they were all sent in love.
There was no service in the village where Mrs. Gillman resided, on a
Sabbath evening, und, after some time, she resolved to open her house for
a public service. The opportunity of thus spending the close of the Lord'sday in hearing the Gospel read, and occasionally preached, was embraced by
many, and, the attendance much exceeded expectation, and the Wednesday evening meetings increased also. The room used for this purpose
_ held from fifty to sixty persons, and it was often filled to overflowing.
There was a meeting held, too, on the fil'st Monday in the month, to otfer
prayer to God, that He would be pleased to send the precious news Q~
salvation to those who "sit in darkness, and have no light." This and
other meetings were continued till Mrs. Gillman's death, and, were very
refreshing to herself and others, and seasons of much spiritual comfort.

-~~------
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But another heavy trial awaited her. Her husband was seized with
paralysis. Tm,s affected both his mental and physical powers, and, for
nearly four long years, the frail tenement declined so gradually as to be
scarcely perceptible. But at length the summons came, and he was calleel
to enter into the joy of his Lord.
Some time after this event, Mrs. Gillman, feeling the infirmities of age
creeping on, and that her great trials and night-watchil1gs had impaired
her strength, found herself unable to go so far to hear the word of God,
and she cammenced a morning Sabbath service in her house. This was
well attended. The Bible was read, and very frequently the 'Gospel Magazine, whicn was much prized by Mrs. Gillman.
" Age was now advancing," she writes, on the sixtieth anniversary of her
birth. "Sixty years this day. have I been in this wilderness, and I humbly
trust the Lord has called me by His grace. But what sacrifices have I
made? what self-denial have I exercised? what have I done for the glory
of God my Saviour? May the few days or years I have to live be more
devoted to Him who gave Himself for me."
Again she writes: "I am still a poor helpless sinner, and stand in
need of the mercy of my covenant God as much as ever; and, though so
many years have rolled over my head, I am still upheld by the kind hand
of my Redeemer, and have experienced numberless mercies from Himyet must I lay myself in the dust of shame and abasement at His feet,
and cry, 'God, be merciful to me, a sinner.' I have made a profession of
Ohristianity many years, but the older I grow, the more I see my emptiness aud poverty, and my need of a Saviour. Oh, give Die a glimpse of
Thy countenance, that my soul may rejoice in my God!"
Mrs. Gillman was again called to pass through great affiiction. She
was brought nigh to the gates of death, but her heavenly Father saw fit
to raise her up again. A daughter who was in a foreign land was taken
home to Jesus, anq a dear grandson. Her heart was torn with sorrow.
She naturally possessed great vivacity and conversational powers, but her
state of health, and an almost constant headache, which was attended with
great weakness of body, much depressed her. She writes at this time:
"Lord, give me the blessedness of faith that will lead me to look beyond
the things of time and se~se. I feel my bodily strength decaying', the
tabernacle beginning to totter. 0 Lord, grant that, though my earthly
house is dissolving, I may have a good hope through grace-that I may
look by the eye of faith beyond the grave, and have the happy assurance
that I shall have a blessed entrance ministered to me in heaven above,
with the spirits of just men made perfect, through the blood and righteousness of Jesus, our blessed and almighty Saviour. Oh for a glimpse of
Thy reconciled and beauteous countenance here below, as an earnest of
future mercies! "
This day she writes: "I have completed my seventieth year; oh that,
like the Psalmist, I might apply my heart unto wisdom! Thou, Lord
hast spared me to see another anniversary of my birth; may I take a
retrospect of the past. Oh, let all my sins be blotted out, and my soul be
washed in the precious blood of Christ. I have nought else to plead.
, All my righteousnesses are but filthy rags.' May Thy grace enable me,
if spared another year, to be more fruitful, more faithful, more diligent.
Oh, what a solemn thought is eternity! Often do I look at the churchyard, which is at this moment in my view, and think there soon my poor
body will be, mingling with its kindl;ed dust. May death be the gate to
x 2
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everlasting glory, through Christ. vVhat is seventy ye;lrs but as a moment
to eternity?"
The following extract was written within a year of her decease:"Dear Lord, I am well convinced, if Thou hadst not chosen me, I
should never have chosen Thee. Oh, what can I render to Thee for Thy
great and unspeakable mercy! Thy goodness has followed me these
seventy-eight years, and I am still surrounded by Thy favour. Oh, give
me a grateful heart, and that faith which works by love, and brings forth
fruit to the honour and glory of Thy holy name. "
Mrs. Gillman had for many years expressed the desire and wish that
when she was 'called hence it might be suddenly. "Sudden death," she
has often said, "is to the believer sudden glory;" nor was it the language
of presumption. She had served her God and Saviour for a long course
of years, and founel Him a faithful Friend in every necessity. It was the
desire of strong faith. ,Many, no doubt, have had a similar desire, but in
this instance 'it was of many years' duration, which she had never hesitated
to express, and as years advanced the desire seems to have become stronger.
She suffered greatly from attacks of shortness of breath, which, on more
than one occasion, was accompanied by a suffocating sensation. Her friends
felt anxious, and suggested that medical aid should be called in; but she
would reply, "Look at my age; it can do me no good." She was strongly
impressed with the feeling that her end was near, but said little on the
subject, but was very cheerful. She writes: "Oh, what should I do now
when death is as it were looking' me in the face, if Jesus had not sought
me and called me to Himself? This is a mercy we little feel the value of,
nor shall we till we put off this mortal body, and put on immortality, and
our spirit be taken into the presence of our Redeemer, there to go no
more out."
On the day of Mrs. Gillman's death, nothing had occurred to alarm those
around her. It was Easter Monday, the first in the month, on the eve of
which the usual meeting for prayer for the success of the Gospel among
the heathen was held. For twenty-seven years had she continued them.
There were only five present. She excused herself from offering up the
first prayer; she said her breath was so short. She, however, offered the
, concluding one, and was, as it was remarked, much longer than usual.
She prayed earnestly for the affiicted, especially for one, who, in about
three months afte.rwards,Jollowed her, doubtless, to the realms of glory.
Her voice was weak, and sometimes nearly inaudible. For many years,
on this evening, she had always had sung that sublime hymn, beginning
"All bail tbe power of Jesus' name."
On this evening, the three last verses only were snng. Who can tell what
were her feelings during this time, especially during the last verse:
" Oh, that with yonder sacred throng," &c.
And, in about three hours after, she was herself casting her crown at His
feet, and crowning Rim Lord of all. She usually went to bed at half-past
nine o'clock; but she said on this evening, "I may not sleep; I will not
go s'o soon." About ten she retired. Her son slept in the adjoining room;
he retired. about half-past ten, and had not been long in his room, when
'his mother rapped for him. On his entering, she said, "I am suffocating;
what shall I do ? " She requested that a light might be procured, and
that she might be assisted out into her easy chair. She spoke with great
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difficulty, in a whisper only. As she was being seated in the chair, she
looked at her son, and said, "This is death." These were her last words.
Her breathing became rapidly shorter, her eyes fixed, her hands cold, and,
in less than a quarter of an hour after she had been removed from her bed,
she was for ever with the Lord.
Thus, suddenly~ without a si~h or a struggle, departed this life, according to .her own desire, this servant of God. She has often said how she
envied Daniel, "Oh, those words, 'Thou art greatly beloved.' " And she
would say; too, referring to her trials, "I have tlJese to keep me humble;
had I less, I should be in danger of being puffed up." And now she is
clothed in the white robe that was ",rought out for her on Oalvary, and
realizing what she had so often longed for while here on earth.
[We have been favoured, by the surviving son of the aforementioned
gracious woman, with numerous brief comments upon various portions of
Scripture. These, we pm'pose, from time to time, inserting in these pages.
There is a simplicity and a savour about them, which, we doubt not, will
render them both acceptable and profitable to our readers. Simplicity
appears to us to have been a striking characteristic in the departed.--ED. ]

:!\ebieius nnh

~otites

of ~oohs.

INSTANT SALVATION.
Instant Salva#on by an Instant Aoooptanoe of a MedicdO?' and Suroty. By
the Hev. JAMES GALL.
Edinburgh: Gall and Inglis.
London:
Houlston and right ; MOl'gan and Ohase. [Second notice. ]
WE again take up this somewhat remarkable book, and, in order that our
rer::larks should not extend to too great a length, we pass on to the seQond
chapter, in- which we find the following statement : "The Bible represents the Saviour as standing at the doOl: of the sinner's
heart, waiting and wearying, and even entreating to get in; all tnat is needed is,
that the sinner should open the door."
It has been well argued, in opposition to the foregoing sentiment:
" Suppose the people within were all dead, how then could they arise and
open the door?" This is the unconverted sinner's case; and, so far from
the Bible representing that Ohrist stands" wading and wearying, and even
intreafing to get in," it is to those already quickened, and are in consequence spiritually alive, reference is made of Ohrist standing at the door
and renewing His visits.
There are some statements in this chapter which are so vague and
mystical, that we honestly avow our inability to understand what the
author really means.

'V

"The Bible i'epresents the Saviour as a shepherd going after the lost sheep, .
over the mountains of unbelief, and calling him to return. This po:werless
Gospel represents the lost sheep as standing at the closed door of the fold,
calling on the shepherd to open, and let him in. The Bible bids the sinner
believe, and accept of salvation freely offered to him; but this Gospel retracts
the offer, and tells the sinner that he must not only pray for salvation, but
that he must continue to pray, without any certainty that he has received it.
No, my friend, you do not even need to pray for it; you may have it simply by
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believing and accepting it, If, while we were yet sinners, God gave His Son
that we might be reconciled, the enmity is now all on our. side, not on His.
'Now then we are ambassadors for Christ as though God did beseech you, by
, us, we pray you, in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled unto God.'
"I wish, indeed, that every sinner would agonize in prayer for salvation; but
that would not be conversion, because it would not be faith. It is only when
the sinner believes in God's willingness to save him, and accepts eternal life
freely given to him in Christ, that he receives the pardon of his sins. It is
only then that he believes the l'ecord that God gave of His Son; for tilis is the
record-' That God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.
He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not
life' (1 John v.. n, 12). 1£ you are really willing to have Christ, all that you
have to do is to tell Him so, and the thing is done, Cease, then, that unbelieving cry, as if Y01~ had discovered your danger, and not God; and as if
you only were in earnest, and not He, about the salvation of your soul.
" This idea of substituting prayer for believing is not only dishonouring to
God, it is also cruel to the sinner. Ife prays, and waits, and even agonizes
in prayer, waiting till he gets some sign that God has answered him; and
because he feels no change he thinks that God does not mean to save him,
He looks inward for something to rest his hopes upon, but the more he looks
in, the more he sees to terrify him.
"The change he looks for cannot take place till he accepts salvation; no
wonder, then, that he cannot see it. The love, joy, and peace are got by
1'esting on the promises: they cannot exist before."
"You do not even need to 2Jr(lIIj for it; you may have it simply by
believing and accepting it." What, then, agai.n becomes of God's order,
"For all these things will I be inquired of by the house of Israel, to do
them for them i" "Ask, and ye shall receive; seek, and ye shall :find;
knock, and it shall be opened unto you?"
" I wish, indeed, that every sinner would agonize in prayer for salvation; but that would not be com'ersion, because it would not be faith,"
What does the author mean? He seems yet to need to be taught, that
the very praying for bfe is a sign of bfe; the desire to be converted is a
proof of conversion; the plea for faith an evidence of its existence.
" Agonize in prayer! " Who agonizes in prayer but a Spirit-quickened
soul? What was God's testimony concerning Saul of Tarsus that he was
a converted man? "Behold he prayeth !" Prayer without faith? What,
then, is the meaning of Heb. xi. 6, "But without faith it is impossible to
please God: for he that cometlt to GO(l1n1tSt believe that He 1'S, and that He is
a Reu'ariler of them that diligently seek Him?"
"Substituting prayer for believing;" "prays, and waits, and even
agonizes in prayer till he gets some sign that God has answered him."
And we would ask, did those who came to Jesus, in the days of His flesh,
substitute prayer for believing? What was the ground of their aS8'/trance
(for this we presume is what the author means) but the Lord's answer in
response to their praying, and waiting, and agonizing in prayer? Oould
the poor woman of Oanaan be satisfied with her notions, or opinions, or
belief in the power of Jesus? 'What satisfied her, and what alone, but
His own gracious words, "0 woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee
even as thou wilt ?" Or what could relieve the bleeding heart of the poor
weeping Magdalene, but " Thy faith hath saved thee i go in peace?" Or
what but the command of J eSllS that the unclean spirits should come .out
of the poor mad Gadarene, could cause him to come and sit at His feet,
" clothed, and in his right mind?" These, and numberless other instances,
go to prove that a sense of need find a belief in the ability of J ealls brings
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the soul to Jesus, there to wait until He says, "I will: be thou clean ;"
or, "As thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee." The faith of assurance springs from Christ's word, not man's will. The faith of assurance
is grounded upon J ehovah's "Deliver him from going down into the pit;
I have found a ransom;" and not upon the cry (however blessed and
certain in its consequences that cry may be), "Say unto my soul, I am
thy salvation."
Our author deals with truth in such a random way as would Se3111 to
justify any passer-by a post-office to go and lay claim to the first or as
many letters as came to hand; 01' to declare at Voctor's Commons, that
this, that, or the other splendid legacy was his. Man may deal with God's
truth in this superficial, haphazard way, but our God does not so deal
with that which cost nothing less than the heart's blood of His only-begotten and doarly-beloved Son.
There is a great deal of truth in the following:" REPENTANCE.
" But you ask, Must I not repent berore I can get Christ? I answer, If
you mean by repentance that which the Scripture means, a change of mind,
then I say' Yes.' You must repent, for that is what God calls upon you to
do now. But if you mean by repentance, a godly sorrow' for sin, then I say
'No.' You can have no godly sorrow for sin, until you yourself are godly.
It is one of the new instincts of the new nature, when the heart is changed;
and that can be got only in believing. If, then, you must have this new
nature before you come to Christ, there can be no need of your coming to
Christ to get it. And if you wa.it till you have a godly sor~)\v for sin, you
will never come to Christ at all.
" The only thing that you can :feel before yOll come to Christ is the fear
of hell, and a desil'e for rest: you can have no higher motive, and therefore
you have no merit in coming to Him. It is not love to God, or even a real
hab-ed of sin, that the unconverted man feels. He may be disgusted with
some sins to which he is not inclined, and he may hate the sins that he
indulges in; but it is not because they are sins against God, and dishonouring to Him; and without this there can be no godly sorrow. Your coming to
Christ, therefore, must be an act of the purest selfishness, as God's willinglless to save you is the purcst benevolence. He knows that yon have no love
to Him, and that your only anxiety is to escape the punishment of your sin;
but He invites you notwithstanding, and appeals to your very selfishness as
an inducement to come. 'Turn ye, turn ye; why.will you die?' He knows
that you dislike Hinl, and therefore .Ere cannot appe:Ll to your love: He knows
that your heart is polluted, and therefore He cannot appeal to yom hatred of
sin. What He wants is that you would have compassion upon yourself; and
what He mom-ns over is your madness in neglecting your own most important
interests.
" The repentance spoken of in the Bible is a change of mind, and not a cbrLllge
of heart. It is not a godly sorrow for sin, for tha,t none but a child of God
can feel, a sorrow which is nece3sary after conver8ion, but which cannot exist
be/eYre it, for it is one of the evidences by which we are to know that we have
been :forgiven. Repentance is the turning. point of a man's history, when 11"
discovers his misery, and turns to Christ :1S his only hope of spJvation. He
thus changes his mind: he repents and believes the Gospel, not from a.ny love·
to God or hatred to sin, but simply hecause he can do no better. The prodigal
son repented when he rose from the swine-trough to return to his father, sayin"', ' How many hired servants of my father b.ve bread enough; and to spare,
and I nerish with hunger.' This was pm'e selfishness, but it was true repentance
notwithstanding: as for any sonow Ior his. sin, or shame at thc treatment he
had given his father, these he never felt, until he had received the kiss of forgiveness, and wits restored to the place of a son."
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In the foregoing the author fails to recognize that the sense of need,
and the inclination to come, -and the coming, are all the blessed fruits and
effects of the new and the inner life; they are the earlier operations of that
. life wrought upon by the Holy Ghost in connexion with the many circumstances and the diversified fears and necessities of which the spirituallyenlightened and divinely-quickened become the subject: and in due time,
as the author intimates, the legal repentance gives place to true godly
sorrow and compunction. The law drives, the Gospel draws. The law
says, "Do!" the Gospel echoes, "Done!" The thunders of Sinai alarm,
the love-notes of Zion attract. Moses says, "Pay me that thou owest,"
Christ, the siliner's Surety, says, "Here is the receipt in full of all demands, signed in love and blood." And, if this does not cause the poor
reed debtor to love, and worship, and adore, we know not what will.
He sings,
" Now freed from guilt, I walk at large;
This Breaker's blood's my soul's discharge;
At His dear feet ashamed I lay,
A sinner sav'd, and homage pay."
Reader, here we say is the ground of the assmance of faith, and here
the spring and cause of true filial love and Gospel repentance.
(To be continued.)

The Hymns of Heaven; 01', The Songs of the Saints in GlO1·Y. By JAMES
GRANT, Author of" God is Love," "Our Heavenly Home," &c. London:
S. W. Partridge.
MR. GRANT again comes before the religious public with a work under the ,
above title. No author could have chosen a better subject. It is one in
which every believer in Jesus must ever feel the .deepest interest during
his pilgrimage here below, while it will be a theme which will fill the
minds and hearts of the glorified saints with ecstatic delight through all
eternity. The contents of Mr. Grant's little work will furnish some idea
of its nature. 'fhe chapters are five in number. The first three are
headed, "Songs which the Glorified Saints alone are said to Sing." The
fourth chapter is devoted to an exposition of those" Songs which Angels
will join the Glorified Saints in Singing;" while the fifth is headed,
"General "Observations on the Hymns of Heaven." With regard to the
manner in which Mr. Grant has treated a subject which must be greatly
dear to the hearts of all the people of God, without relation to the evangelical denominations to which they belong, some idea will be formed from
the brief preface, which we here subjoin:"In the contemplation of that eternal world into which, ere long, we shall
all be ushered, I know of no subject on which it is more delightful for believers in Jesus to dwell, than that of the employments of the redeemed in
glory. From these employments the happiness of heaven will be chiefly
derived.
" Amidst the exercises of the celestial state, that of singing the high praises
of God and of Christ will hold the principal place. And if in this way' the
multitude which no man can iUllnber' of those who have been ransomed by
the blood of the Lamb, will be occupied as long as eternity itself shall last,
it surely is most meet that we, who hope to be for ever with the Lord, should
take a special pleasure while here on earth in familiarizing our minds with
those songs which the glorified saints who have gone before Ull are now
singing, and which, ere long, all the saints now on earth will sing· in the realms
~~L·

I

"Though, as stated in the body of my little book, the information with
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which we are furnished in the Scriptures regarding the ';Hymns of Heaven"
is not abundant, a sufficient amount is happily given to enable us to form
some definite idea of what the chief themes of the sacred songs in the celestial
world will be. It is, let me add, most blessed to think that the principal
~ubject.matter of the anthems which the saints in heaven unceasin$'ly sing,
IS of such a nature as that we can, even while strangers and pilgnllis here
below, 'join our cheerful songs' with the glorified saints above.
" In this most delightful fact many of the most eminent believers in Christ
have found inexpressible solace amid all the sorrows and sufferings of life.
Nor has the joy derived from singing in this vale of tears the songs which they
shall ever sing in their home in heaven, been confined to their day of life:
their happiness has still more abounded as they have mentally sung, in the
hour of death, these songs of the New Jerusalem, after their voice had ceased
to be audible to friends around their dying-bed. But myriads of the people
of God have, in the words of one of the most spiritual of our Christian poets,
audibly' sung themselves away to evel'lastiIJg bliss.' And thus the echoes of
their songs on earth had hardly ceased before their voices were heard among
the loudest of those of seraphim and cherubim, and the kindred spirits of the
just made perfect, in singing the same songs of praise to God and to Christ,
amidst the glories and bliss of that brighter and better life which they had
just begun. May it be bereaftcl' alike the happiness of an the readers of this
little work and of the Author, to sing together through all eternity those
'Hymns of Heaven,' with the music of which the vaults of that glorious place
will unceasingly resound."
O

-".,.

We have often thought, in regard to the subject Mr. Grant has chosen
for his present volume, how little, comparatively, the Scriptures say upon it.
,Ve have accounted for it thus: 1. The utter powerlessness of the human
mind to grasp a theme so great and glorious. " Eye hath not seen, nor ear
heard, neither have entered into the heart ofrnan, the things which God hath
prepared for them that love Him." "2. 'I'hat it is a matter to be received
and rejoiced in by faith. 3. That a more mani.fest realization of the joys
that await the redeemed in the upper and better world, would tend to unfit
and disqualify them for the engagements of earth. In this resped what
are the feelings of the called of God, in "their first-love" experiences?
The poet has most truthfully touched upon this all-important subject :-" Oh, could we die with those that die,
And place us in their stead,
How would our spirits long to fly
And converse with the dead.
" How should we sco1"'r~ these clothes of flesh,
These fette:rs, and this load;
And long for evening to undress,
That we might rest with God.
•" We should almost forsake our clay,
Before the summons come,
And long and wish our souls away
To their eternal home."
Believing that 111'. Grant's little work is eminently suitable for a present
from one Ohristian friend to another, he has brought it within such
dimensions as enables the publisher to sell it at half the price of all Mr.
Grant's previous works, namely, at half-a-crown, instead of five shillings.
The Second Goming of Glwist the Hope of the Churcl~: Good Works the conocomitant of the Hope; and the Infidelity of the World, both religious and
profane, when the Lord comes again. A Sermon by WILLIAM PARKS, B.A.,
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·Rector of Openshaw, Manchester. -Manchester: Edwili Slater, 129,
Market Street.-We cannot but commend the above to the careful
perusal of our readers, as well as the New Year's address lately published by the same author. Both contain clear views of truth, and are
calculated to set even the thoughtless thinking by the bold, fervid, and
scriptural way in which those views are expressed. Truly men now-adays are so sunk in apathy, sensuality, or utter recklessness, as to
require something more than ordinary to arouse them. Assuredly we
have fallen upon those times of which the apostle Peter speaks: "There
shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, and
saying, Where is the promise of His coming? for since the fathers fell
asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the
creation" (2 Peter iii. 3, 4).
1'he Gathered Lily. London: VV. H. Collingridge, 117 to 119, Aldersgate
Street.-A sweet and encouraging record of a precious departed child,
who was very speedily called to her rest. It cannot but be read with
deep interest, by anxious godly parents especially, and isa little book
admirably adapted for the young.
1'11,8 Infant's Magazine, 1866, is another capital annual for children, published by Messrs. Seeley, J ackson, and Halliday, but for those who are
just beginning to read, so that they too may have a pretty book all to
themselves.
Our Own Fireside. Edited by Rev. CHARLES BULLOCK. London: W.
Macintosh.-This year has begnn with a charming variety of matter for
readers of all classes, young and old.
The Sunday Magazine. Edited by THOMAS GUTHRIE. Strahan and Co."The Huguenot Family in the English Village" is a good story, showing our native prejudice to strangers, and how mistaken we may be
in prejudging others. A review of Archbishop Whately's life is also
worthy of notice.
The Children's Friend, 1866. London: Seeley, Jackson, and Halliday.Is fully appreciated by our little ones, who are eager to turn over its
pages and read its pretty stories. We highly recommend it.
The Gardener's ]rlaga%ine. Conducted by SmRLEY HIBBERD, F.R.H.S.
London: E. W. Alien, 11, Ave Maria Lane.-Capital as a book of reference. Every gardener should possess it.
A SPECIAL PROVIDENCE; OR, GOD'S CARE OF HIS PEOPLE.
To the Edito'l' of the Gospel Magazine.
'Wa1thamstowe, April 15, 1867.

DEAR SIR,-I have just read, with mueh interest, a paper on the Providence of God, in the Gospel Maga%ine for this month.
The doctrine of the speeial providence of God has long afforded me the
greatest consolation, especially in circumstances of a sorrowful or perplexing character; and, regarding special answers to prayer as very closely
allied to this doctrine, I venture to send you an extract from a letter which
I received some months back, from a beloved son in Australia j which
ha;ving afforded me much comfort, and ledine to many happy though~
concerning- God's dealings with His chiydl'en, I think may perhaps b.e read
with profit by i:;bme of your subscribers.
.

\

May 1,1867.]

....

THE GO SPEL MAGAZINE.

275

Referring to my recent severe illness, of which he had just heard, he
says, " Oh, what a comfort it is to me, when I get letters from home containing bad news, to think that, with God, there is no past, present, or
future; that His omniscience takes in all time at a glance; and that my
prayers, though more than a month after the occurrence I pray about,
have already had their effect in soothing pain, and bringing down tender
mercies upon you." There is great consolation in this, and it must be true,
for we know that God is constantly answering prayer; and, if so, must He
not at the same time be preparing the way, and overruling present circumstances, that He may by them work out answers to those prayers that wo
have not yet felt the need of, ancl which may not be asked in words for
months or years to come?
.
It is only in this way that our prayers can be answered at all without
interfering with the course of nature. We know God can work by any
means He choses; yet He does not answer ~ now by miracles, but in what
appears to us the course of events.
A circumstance which took place long ago will illustrate this, and
though, I doubt not, all your readers ate familiar with similar anecdotes,
I give it, as I can vouch for its truth.
More than twenty years ago, I was residing in a town in one of the
midland counties; and one morning while giving my orders for dinner, in
the larder, after breakfast, I placed aside some cold meat and bread to give
away. Putting them into a basket, I said to the servant, "Take this to
poor widow B--." It was done, and I thought no more of the circumstance till, many years afterwards, having left the town, I retlU'ned on a
visit. Oalling one day to see Mrs. B--, then an aged saint, who had
long been confined to her bed, our conversation was upon the faithfulness of God, His promises to the widow and the fatherless, &c. She then
told me, that once she and her children were 'almost starving; they had
neither food nor money, and she had no work.. She knelt with her little
ones to implore help of the God of the widow and the Father of the fatherless, and, "while I prayed," the good woman said, "I heard a rap at the
door, and there was 11 basket of food from you. I have never forgotten to
pray for you and your children from that time."
I need not draw the inference, but who will doubt that the answer to
widow B--'s prayer was planned even before she prayed ? Yet God will
be inquired of by His people to do for them what they need.
Yours faithfully,

C. P.
'Io E. K--.
A CORRESPONDENT having called our attention to an article which appeared
in the volume for 1849, the eye alighted upon the death of our earliest and
dearest youthful companion, and likewise upon your precious departed
one's account of the removal of your first-born. We felt, as it were,
astounded at the fact that nearly twenty years have passed away sin'ce
those occurrences; and that in the interim the beloved narrator of that
touching deathbed scene has himself since followed her whom you both
loved so well and so deservedly, to the same rest into whieh she haclled
the '''ay. C, ORISPIN" also, whOse sympathizing letter followed the record
.of your loved one's passing away, has also gone to the self-same happy
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home. Almost as a matter of necessity, beloved mourner, our thoughts
recurred to you, and to that line of ceaseless love and faithfulness which
. has since followed you j ay, and which shall attend you even to the end.
Oh, could you have foreseen, at the period to which we have referred, all
that you have since been called to encounter, how would your poor heart
have sunk-yea, been overwhelmed-in the prospect j but how well and
how wisely are these things hidden from our view, and only opened to us
little by little, just as our loving, and tender, 'and merciful High-priest sees
we can bear the unfoldings of His will, and the bit-by-bit disclosures .of
His holy purposes concerning us j but, beloved, how invariably are those
disclpsures accompanied with the fulfilment of the l)romise, "As thy days
thy strength shall be j" and" My grace is sufficient for thee." Ah, yes,
it is so, and, blessed be His name! it shall be so even to the end. Oh, how
sweet is that word, "Thou hast known my soul in adversities. "
We have been thinking, beloved, where shaH we be ere such another
interval of twenty years shall have elapsed.? ,Vhere ?'why undoubtedly
" with the Lord"-shall be reunited to those who have gone before, in that
upper and better world of light and love, where sin nor sorrow shall ever
enter. No dark clouds, no dismal fears, no portcntous providences there!
All rest, all peace, all joy, and that uninterruptecUy and for ever! Then,
beloved, of what little moment are the trivial occurrences that shall intervene. Of these-be what they may-we may say as the woman of Shunem
said, "It shall be well." We may not see how, but God can; and,
since He and not we, have the arrangement, and the ordering, and the
accomplishing, He will not allow Himself to be defeated,nor us to be
disappointed. Be assured the issue and all leading thereunto, will be as
wise, as gracious, as loving, as merciful, as marvellous, as all that had
preceded. What He did for the united family at Dover, that the self-same
Lord will continue to do, down to the very latest moment of your timestate. It shall be"\Vonders of grace to God belong,
Repeat His mercies in your song,"
down to the very brink of Jordan j and then shall its waters open, and
you and all the spiritual Israel walk over peacefully and placidly in full
view, not merely of the bearers of the ark of the covenant, but of the
Great High-priest Himself! Oh, then for a larger measure of faith and
patience, that, in these solemp. times-in these day of rebuke and blasphemy-we may bear personal and practical testimony to the goodness,
the lovingkindness, the faithfulness, of Him who is" wonderful in counsel,
and excellent in working," and who says, "My counsel shall stand, and I
will do all my pleasute." .
SAORED MAXIMS.
WHEN God commands, it is not time to reason, but to obey.
A man's desires always rise in proportion to his means of gratifying
them.
The souls of all men are by nature dead, as were the bones in Ezekiel's
vision, simply because they are separate from Ohrist.
The glorious effects of redeeming love will not be fully known till tho
day of judgment; for this reason it is emphatically called the day of
redemption.

\
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REQUESTS FOR

REMEMBRA1~OE IN

PRAYER.

" Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall ag1'ee on earth as touching any
thing that they shall "ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in
- heaven."-l\fATT. xviii. 19.
IT has been laid upon our heart to devote a small portion of our space, from
time to time, to the above most important subject; but, in doing so, we wish
our readers to keep in view1st. That, in all approaches to the footstool of mercy, we should desire to
a8lk in accordance with God's will; hence it behoves us ever to say, "Lord,
teach me how to pray, and what to pray for."
2nd. Not to seek that which shall be for the mere ease or gratification of
the flesh. "'Ye ask, and receive not," said the apostle J ames, "because ye
ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts." We have seen re·
qnests for prayer which, upon the very face of them, clearly bespeak this to
be their charact.er. We should be exceedingly sorry, therefore, to lend ourselves to this; hence, when requests are forwarded us, the insertion of them
must ,be left to that discretion with which it may please the Loru to favour us.
3rd. We have been prompted to this decision of opening our pages to
requests of this kind, because very recently it has come to our knowledge
that the Lord has, in the most marked and gracious way, heard and answered
a request for prayer which was submitted to our readers through this work.
And we have felt that what the Lord has done in one case, He may be pleased
to do in others. Such case may well stimulate and encourage.
1. The first case, then, that we have to supmit to our readel's, praying that
the Holy Ghost may lay it upon their hearts to bring before Him who hath
said, "For all these things will I be inquired of by the house of Israel to do
it for them," is that of 0'11" esteemed and beloved brother in the Lord, the
Rev. Willia-m Parks, Rector of Openshaw. It was with deep concern we
heard of his being so afflicted of our God as to be laid aside from his work.
We have received a most affectionate note from him. His words were few,
but weighty and full of love. We have remembered him at our Saturday.
night prayer·meeting before the Lord, beseeching the Lord to raise him up
and restore him to his work; for (according to our little conception of
things) men so clear-sighted and outspoken in the truth can ill be spared in
these most deeply.solemn and truly-eventful times.
2. The son of anxious parents is preparing for a very rigid examination,
which (D.Y.) is to come off on the 11th inst., and on certain days in the fol.
lowing week. May that young man be laid upon the hearts of many; that he
may have grace to look up to the Lord for His guidance, smile, and precious
blessing. "He whom Thou blessest, 0 Lord, shall be blessed."
3. A younS' person writes: "I feel quite sure I have not yet learnt my own
sinfulness. 1 cannot say, I hate sin, and yet I desire to be delivered from its
power. Entreat Him," she adds, "to show me my sinfulness and need of a
I::laviour, and then to reveal the Saviour to my soul, to show my interest in
His salvation."
_
4. A truly God-fearing young couple whom it was our happiness, some time
ago to unite in the bonds of matrimony, are about to undergo a very severe
trial. The husband, by no means strong, is ordered to a foreign station for
fottr years. Ask the Lord to support and sanctify Imder this very painful
separation. What, alas! may take place in this poor changeable world, in
that time, when we know not what even a day may bring forth?
5. A dear, aged, and much-afflicted sister in the Lord has for many, many
years been" from the fear of death subject to ))ondage." She has long, long
sought to" Read her title dear
To mansions in the skies."
Dear readers, may the Holy Ghost be poured out upon you, so that you may
Wl'estle with Him on her behalf. Ask Him to speak pardon and peace to her
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soul, and to set her at a happy liberty; giving her blessedly to know, that
'~whom the Son makes free shall be free indeed."
6. A dear devoted friend to this work is just now in deep waters. One with
whom she has been closely associated for five-and-thirty years is about to be
taken from her. She has felt rebellions under the stroke. Ask the Lord to
enable her to fall into His blessed hands with child-like meekness and docility.
We doubt not that this is in reserve, but the Lord" will be inquired of;" and
may He be pleased to connect with this mercy, the sweet and blessed assurance that the departing one is going to " be for ever with the Lord."
7. A beloved aunt is in the dark valley, and two nieces are much exercised'
about her. Be it yours, dear readers, to ask the Lord for light to be shed
upon the path _of the departing one, and a sweet surrender vouchsafed to the
survivors.
8. If the Lord will, our dear brother, the Rev. J. W. GOWl'ing, visits some
of his old friends in Oheshire, for Sundays the 12th and 19th May, and we
have promised (the Lord permitting) to occupy the pulpit where he labours,
on those Sundays. Ask, dear readers, that both our beloved brother and ourselves may be specially favoured of the LOl'd on those days, that both be and
we may go forth" in the fulness of the blessing of the Gospel of Christ."

FEAR NOT.
" God is our refuge and strength, a very present help iu trouble; therefore will
not we fear."-PSALM xlvi. 1, 2.

OH, fear not, Ohristian, for the roar
Of anarchy that echoes round,
And loud in Europe's every shore
Thunders-it has its heaven-fixed bound.
That God, who out of chaos brought
These beauteous worlds, thy refuge know,
And trust His love-surpassing thought!Who governs all~above, below.
Oh, fear not for the pestilence
That walks beneath the moon's dim ray;
Fear not, yet seek in penitence
To turn J ehovah's wrath away;
And should His arm, in terrors dressed,
Appear to smite thee, 'twill hut be
Stretch'd forth to clasp thee to that breast
Which shed its own life-blood for thee.
Fear not-fear not for every ill
That crowds life's dark and tearful vale;
For famines', wars, and plagues that fill
The grave with victinlS, and the tale
Of mourning spreads. abroad; fear not
For shaking natiop.s, tottering thrones,
Earthquakes, and raging seas: their lot
Will still be peace, whom. Jesus owns.
And thine it is to gaze through allBeyond the dark, involving cloud;
See the pure light, whose beams will fall
On earth ere 10+J,g, and, mid the loud
Hoarse jarring of convulsiolls wild,
A still small voice of love to hear,
Soft whispering, "Fear thou not, my child,
These do but speak thy LOl'd is near."
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"Can ye !lot discern the signs of the times? u-MATT. xvi. 3.

WE are glad to hear that a vigorous effort is about to be made iu. London to .
stem the tide of Papal aggression. The Scottish Reformation Society has
established an agency for tllis purpose at No. 12, Clarence Chambers, Haymarket, and has instituted a systematic course of lectures on the doctrines of
Romanism, a.ddressed to students and young men of London. The lectures
are now being delivered every Monday evening by the Rev. Robert Maguire,
of Clerkenwell, a well-known and able champion of Protestantism, at the
Saloon of the London Coffee-house, Ludgate Hill, and prizes to the amount
of twenty guineas are offered to the young men who regularly attend the
course, and stand the best examination on the lectures. This is just what is
wanted-information widely diffused respecting Romanism and its errors.
The amount of ignorance that prevails on this subject is lamentable. Whilst
the children of Roman Catholics are brought up well versed in all the arguments which support their faith, and objections to their opponents, the
children of Protestants are left in this respect untaught, and thus too often
fall an easy prey to proselytizers. We talk about the strong spirit of true
Pt'otestantism that exists amongst us as a nation, but it is very much to be
feared that, if such a spint does really exist amongst us, it is largely founded
upon ignorance, and therefore is worth 'little or nothing. Mubs may vigorously
shout, "No Popery," but probably few of them could give a satisfactory reason
why. Hence it is that Popery makes such rapid advances amongst us, and
that it meets with so little opposition either in our Houses of Parliament or
in the country. We are very tbankful that it has received one slight check, in
that the House of Commons has' refused to comply with the demand that the
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland might be a Papist; but it will not be much discouraged by such a check as this, when it is accompanied by a multitude of
favours. It is earnestly to bc hoped that two Bills now under consideration
in favour of Romanism, viz., the Ecclesiastical Titles Bill, and the University
Tests Bill, will not be allowed to become law. Their objects are, in the one
case, to legalize the titles given by the Pope to the Roman Catholic bishops
imposed by him upon England and Ireland; thus in reality confirming his
act of aggression, and allowing him to divide this our Protestant country into
ecclesiastical provinces, over which he places his own servants to rule. And
in the.other case, the object is to entirely secularize our ancient seats of learning, and make them" mere centres of free thought, at· which the Unitarian
and the Papist, the Secularist and the Infidel, the Theist and the Atheist,
may all meet together as on one common platform."
1\'[ore than usual interest has been excited by the deliberations of the present
parliamentary session. So varied and important are the subjects which have
been brought forward, that not one class merely, but almost·all classes of the
community, must feel themselves personally concerned. We trust that the
result may be, under the gracious guidance of our heavenly Father's hand,
truly beneficial, and that" peace and happiness, truth and justice, religion and
piety," may indeed be " established amongst us for all generations." If there
have been dangerous measures proposed, we must still be thankful that there
have also been many safe and beneficial ones: thus, e. g., Lord Shaftesbury's
Bill respecting clerical vestments, which, if permitted to pass, will be almost a
death-blow to the Ritualists; another Bill, also brought forward by Lord
Shaftesbury, for preventing the employment of young children and women in
agricultural gangs, a measure which has long been greatly needed; and
perhaps we have also reason to be thankful for the passing in the House of
Commons of the Refonn Bill, setting to rest, for at least some time to come,
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a vexatious question, and affording our senators leisure and opportunity to
give their whole attention to other important matters.
We have great cause for gratitude in that the dispute which arose with
Spain, respecting the seizure of two British vessels, and which seemed at one
time to be likely to embroil us in war and bloodshed, is amicably settled;
and also, that althQugh we have during the past year, passed through a period
of extraordinary trial, in spite of a financial panic, a bad harvest, and many
commercial derangements, the revenue returns show that the prosperity of
our country has not been seriously affected. Many thousands of workpeople
seem to be in a fearful state of destitution in the east end of our metropolis,
but extensive measures have been taken for their relief; and we tmst that
their sufferings may be speedily assuaged. It is said, indeed, that those
sufferings have been chiefly the result of their own imprudence, but still this
ought not to prevent om' being ready and willing to help them.
Already rumours of war reach us again from the Continent. Untaught by
the fearful lesson of last year's battles, France and Prussia seem again
quite ready and anxious to engage in mortal combat respecting the comparatively trifling question of the sale of the grand duchy of Lm:emburg, a small
state only equal to the size of the county of Kent.
•
The ·annual April meetings have been just held in Dublin, and appear to
have been exceedingly interesting. Most valuable meetings they are, diffusina
light and knowled.!5e, and stirring up Christian love and energy over the length
and breadth of the sister isle: they are attended sometimes by five or six
hundred clergy, and the influence for good exerted by them is immense. For
forty-five years the venerable Earl of Roden has been accustomed to preside
upon these interesting occasions, but we regret to find that this year he has
been prevented from doing so by increasing. bodily infirmities, and that he has,
in a touching farewell address, resigned his honoured position. May" an
entrance be ministered unto him abundantly, into the everlasting kingdom
of our LOl:d and Saviour," and may many worthy successors be raised up to
follow in his steps, and boldly to defend the cause of truth which he has so
long and so .ably advocated. At one of these meetings a most admirable,
faithful, and stirring address was delivered to the assembl~d clergy by the
Bishop of Carlisle; we should have oeen glad to have given some extracts,
but we feel that extracts would by no means do justice to it..

8PAJ.'USH CIVILIZATIO:N.-The following has been published as the programme of the amusements that will take place at Orduna on the occasion
of the f~stival of Our Lady of Antigua: "7th inst.-Solemn afternoon
service in the sanctuary. At night, dancing and illuminations in the
square. 8th inst.-Solemn mass in the sanctuary, and a sermon will be
preached by Mr. Gregory Montes, Presbyteryof Madrid. In the afternoon, four N avarre cows will be baited, three of them to death, by the
company of M. Richina, tlie bull-fighter. Thel'e will be a young bull also
for the amateurs to kill. In the evening fireworks, illuminations, and
dancing in the square. 9th inst.-The same festivities as the preceding
day. This day the farmers of Arrastaria, near Oduna, will commend to
the Virgin their coming crops. The Presbytery, Felix Herran, will preach.
A bull-fight will follow. After the bull-fight there will be a romp under
the trees by the banks of the N ervion. At night crackers and sky-rockets.
10th inst.-Two Navarre cows will be baited, and killed, and several
young bulls will be run for the amusement of the amateurs. Fireworks
at night."
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