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ONE-AND-THIRTY YEARS AGO!
WITH this Number, beloved readers, we complete our thirty-first
year's Editorship, and last month we entered upon our sixteenth
year as Editor of Old Jonatlutn. We cannot but contemplate this
twofold fact with adoring wonder, love, and gratitude. That the
Lord, in His boundless mercy and divine compassion, should have
permitted and privileged us (although so unworthy) to occllPY the
position for so many years to which He so sovereignly and so condescendingly called us, is to us a matter of increased astonishment.
The language of the Psalmist is indeed the language of om inmost
heart: ""Vho am I, 0 Lord God, and what is my house, that Thou
hast brought me hitherto? " When we look back, and when we reflect upon the excessive fear and timidity w.ith which we entered upon
this work, in the month of May, 1840, we are perfectly amazed at the
mercy which the Lord has manifested, in the strength and comage and
comfort He has been pleased, from time to time-and for so many,
many years-to vouchsafe. If anything goes to prove Divine faithfulness and Divine all-sufficiency, this does. Never did a poor sinner
enter upon an undertaking, or upon any description of service whatever, with greater timidity, or under a deeper sense of personal unfitness, or a keener conviction of the absolute need of Divine wisdom,
grace, and strength, than we did in entering upon our editorial
career.
But, whilst this work has entailed upon us an amount oflabour and
a degree of respon~ibility of which few can form an adequate conception, we are bound 10 testify to the great fact, that we have found
"His grace has been sufficient for us." "Om shoes have been iron and
brass; and as our days, so has our strength been." Blessed be the
Lord our God for this His so great and such abundant mercy!
Not with a view to creature boast (God forbid I), but simply with a
desire to speak well of His name, and to testify of Divine power and
s
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Divine all-sufficiency, und for the purpose of encoumging others, we
can testify, such hus been the weight of this work upon our heart,
that, during the waking hours of the last one-and-thirty years, scurcely
two of those hours consecutively have passed over us without the
! Gospel Magazine occupying a large proportion of our thoughts. Its
readers, in their varied states and diversified circumstances and conditions, have so enlisted the heart's deepest sympathies, as to be continuouslypresenting themselves in some one or other aspect. During'
that one-and-thirty years we never omitted writing the first article
but on one solitary occasion; but, imperfect us those articles huve been,
they huve druwn from the innermost soul-from the very heart
of hearts--an ::Lluount of sympathy and a depth of feeling, whieh
again and again and again could only find vent and experience
relief in floods of tears, at the very moment the pen has ran over the
! paper with the utmost rapidity. But all this, dear reader, entails no
~ small amount of wear and tear upon the entire nervous system.
Moreover, to minds so constructed, in order to awaken and subsequently to draw forth those sympathies, there arises the absolute and
indispensuble necessity for trial and temptation, suffering and sorrow.
There are minds-and we are personally most familiur with one such
mind-when the least relaxation from trouble, the tempomry removal
of the cross, or the momenbry extmction of the thorn, is attended
with such a buoyancy and such a rebound, us ubsolutely to necessitate
the retmn of care or a fresh visitation of trouble. We often think of
the words of Elihu to the poor troubled Job, " My desire is, that Job
may be tried to the end." Humanly speaking, not a very kindly
wish, but no doubt Elihu saw so much of poor fallen flesh in Job,
that it led him thus to express himself. But, be the casc as it may
with the man whom the Lord so sorely tried, sure we are that there
are those among His family who, if they are to be of any little service
in their day and generation, must Slt(fel', and especially in our times,
when distinctiveness from its delusions and captivations and thraldoms
must, in no small degree, be brought about and maintained through
the instrumentality of special trial and peculiar suffering. Never, we
believe, was there a period in which that truth need more to be in\ sisted upon than at the present: "Unto you it is given, in the behalf of
, Christ, not only to beHeve, but to SUFFER for His sake. " We say
most emphatically, that service entails stttfering.
Beloved reudel's, we cannot look back over a space of one-and-thirty
years (being above half we have passed in the wilderness) without
thinking of the very many who have" gone the way of all the earth"
since we became connected with this work. How few of the signatures
which were most familiar to us thirty years ago, are seen in these
pages now! Where is that of the beloved "Recluse;" "J. G." of
Essex; "W. A. M.;" "David Dellham;" "A Stripling;" "Ruth,
the Gleaner;" J oseph Irons, Camborwell; " Metrios," New Brunswick; Joshua Laycock ; R. Pym, of Elmley ; Capt. Knorcker; " Thc
Old Sailor," Tramore; " G. D. D.," Plymouth; "The Old Pilgrim ;"
Rev. W. Parks; " M. E. L.," Dublin; and numberless others; whcre,
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we ask, are they? Gone to their rest; gathered to their fathers.
Some few, it is true, remain, whose writings have been invaluable to
this work for many, many years. First and foremost, we may mention the honoured name of one whose labours within these pages have
been greatly blessed of God for a long, long period-we allude to
" G. O."-with whose testimony, from time to time, we thoroughly
sympathize. vVe know of no writer so after our own heart as our
beloved brother, George Oowell, and we here most heartily thank him
for his kind, self-denying, and generous help for so many years in this
work. We pray God abundantly to recompense him in his own soul.
We have, moreover, the occasional contributions of his beloved brother
" J osiah," of Ohelmsford-a name long known in these pages. The
Rev. Richard Oornall is an old and valued contributor. "L.," too,
still continues with us; and, we are thankful to say, that our dear
and now venerable brother-or, we would rather say, father in Ohrist,
"J. A. W." (the aged, well-worn, and well-wearing Mr. Wallinger),
is still in the land of the living, and still bears his clear, discriminating,
unctious, and heart-cheering testimony to the truth as it in Jesus.
Our dear brother and fellow-labourer, Dr. Hewlett, occasionally greets
. us, as one of the few of the first and former correspondents; and glad
should we be, at least now and then, to hear from our well-worn
brother, J. W. Gowring. We grieve, in regard to him, to hear of
failing health and increased infirmities, as far as the earthly tabernacle is concerned. We should, nevertheless, be pleased to have his
occasional testimony in these last momentous times. Then there is
our very early friend and first correspondent, the Rector of Aylestone,
still living and laboUTing; and glad should we be to hear from him
also through these pages.
'Ve add, our times are in the Lord's hands. Possibly, before an~
other year shall have passed away, we may be called home. With
that possibility before us, and, in the review of both our editorial and
ministerial work, deeply sensible as we are of the many sins and
shortcomings which have marked both the one and the other, there is,
notwithstanding, one sotj.rce of satisfaction which we are permitted to
realize. In looking back over oUT public career, we can say, as said
the Apostle, when addressing the elders of Ephesus, "I have
covctcd no man's silver, or gold, or apparel. Yea, ye yourselves know,
that these hanus have ministered unto my necessities, and to them
that were with me." Moreover, although we never have been satisfied
with a page we have written, or a sermon we have delivered, we can
say, before a heart-searching God, we never entered a pulpit or sat
down to write, without at least the desire to speak well or to write
well of His name, and to the edification and encouragement of our
poor fellow-sinners. Again and again have we been enabled to appeal
to the Lord, as the Psalmist did, "I have preached righteousness in
the great congrcgation : 10, I have not refrained my lips, 0 Lord, thou
knowest. I have not hid Thy righteousness within my heart; I have
declared Thy faithfulness and Thy salvation: I have not concealed
Thy lovingkindness and Thy truth from the great congregation."

I
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Finally, we would say, how soon-yea, how very, very soon-shall
we, the writers, who for a little time remain, be numbered with those
who are gone! How soon will it be said of each of 'ItS, as we now say
of each of them, " And he died I" The Lord, in mercy, possess us with
an abiding sense of the flight of time; cause us to feel increasingly
that" we are not our own;" enable us to "sow beside 0,11 waters ;"
- to "labour in season and out of season;" and give us to sit loosely
both to time-troubles and time-trifles; and to be" looking" more
earnestly ancl more ardently" for that blessed hope and the glorious
appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ!" The Lord
the Spirit give us yet more and more keenly and blessedly to remember
that, "soon He that shall come will come, and will not tarry!" Yea, what
a very small proportion of the period to which we have alluded-the
past one-and-thirty years-will witness the termination of our mortal
career 1 Lord, Lord, fit us, we pray Thee, for the great change; and
give us to stand in readine::s, with our loins girt, our staff' in our
hand; our lamps trimmed, and oil in our lamps, ready and willing,
and happy at any moment to obey the joyous summons, " The Master
is come and calleth for thee I" Amen and Amen 1
THE EDITOR.

STILLNESS, BUT NOT STOICISM.

Be still, and !mow that I am God."-

PSALM xlvi. 10.
we often think of the wondrous mercy, as well as the in·
disputable reality, involved in the-language of the last two lines of
the following verses ;CC

BELOVED,

" Though the shore we hope to land on
Only by report is kndwn ;
Yet we fi'eely all abandon,
Led by that report alone:
And with Jesus
Through the trackless deep move on.
" Rendered safe by His protection,
We shall pass the watery waste;
Trusting to His wise direction,
We shall gain the port at last:
AND WITH WONDER
THINK ON TOILS AND DANGERS PAST."

Ab, yes, that is it. We believe verily that this will be the case.
There will then be, under the gracious disclosure and blessed opening
out by the Holy Ghost of all the way by which He has led us
through the chequered route of the wilderness, such a sight and sense
of the ten thousand marvellous deliverances and manifold hairbreadth escapes, of which we had unconsciously been the subjects, as
will fill our souls with adoring wonder, love, and gratitude. Then,
beloved, and not till then, shall we fully see the why and the wherefore that now exists for "the need be that we should be in manifold
temptations." Then, and not until then, shall we see how wisely,
and how graciously, and how lovingly was every crook and every
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cross ordered and appointed, guided and controlled by our God, for
our present protection and eternal advantage,' and His everlasting
glory.
We mfLY mention, by WfLY of illustration of this review in eternity
of our present time-statE', in its dangers and its difficulties, an incident of' which we remember some years since to have reacl. There
was a certain sailor whose ship had been ~ecked at the base of a
high and almost perpendicular cliff. As far as memory serves us, he
was the only one of all the crew who escaped. He had clambered
up the rocky height in the midst of the storm and during the darkness of the night. When, in the morning, he looked from the cliffbrow upon the giddy height to which he had attained, and the seemingly trackless path by which he had step by step climbed, he
was astounded. Had he foreseen its difficulties and its dangers,
he would have given up the veriest thought of escape, and submitted
to his doom. So is it, dear reader, with the Lord's tried and tempted
ones; wisely and lovingly is the jldtwe-yea, even the very morrow
-with all its varied besetments and entangleInents and ensnarements, hidden from our view; aud step by step we journey upward
and onward and homeward. Our eyes are for most part-and
graciously and mercifully, too-holden as to a real and comprehensive view of our actual position. This our FaUJ,er knows, and Heand He only-sees what our requirements, and for these (blessed be
His name!) He has amply and timely and tenderly provided. But
ab, we, too, shall see by and by; and then, whilst, like the poor shipwrecked sailor, we shall look down upon the path we have traversed
with wonder fLnd fLmfLzement, we shall, at the same time, look up
with fLtloring love and gratitude into the lovely fLnd the loving face
of Him who has guided us with the skilfulness of His hands, and upheld by His almighty power. Ah, beloved, ifnow and then by precious
ffLith we are convinced that" all is well "-that every burden and
care and perplexity and sorrow is good-yea, the very best thing for
us-oh, how much more then ! Yes, beloved, depend upon it, it will
be precisely in accordance with the testimony just quoted : " And with wonder
Think on toils and dangers past."

Personally, our deep grief is, that we cannot keep this in view now!
that we should so fail to live and fLct as though we believed it. We
fLre so half-hefLrled. We are such" fools, and so slow of heart to
believe;" and the little we do believe we give the lie to by our Goddishonouring doubts, ingratitude, and 1mbelief. Reader, the Lord is
our Witness that this is our chief source of sorrow from day to day.
The want of a more simple childlike trust in Him who has been so ,
merciful and so good and so gracious all our life-long, is to us a con- .
tinued source of deep, deep regret. Daily our cry is, " Lord, increase
our faith; Lord, give us more simplicity, and more childlike reposing
upon Thine own fLdored Self, and vouchsafe more patience, under Thy
chastising and afflictive hand; more acquiescence in Thy Fatherly
discipline. "

t
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And this, dear reader, brings us back once more to contemplate the
people of Israel and their condition by the Red Sea, as toucbed npon
in our last. We sought then to prove that their position, although
apparently so critical, was exactly that into which the Lord had led
them; and that, as the issue proved, for the express pUTpose of showing His interest in them, care over them, and boundless mercy in
sustaining and delivering them. And this is what the Lord ever has
in view in all His dealings with His people, in all times and under
all circumstances. There is no wrath, ne displeasure, no indifference
on His part; but wisdom and love and mercy prompt J chovah in all
His acts for and on the bch:Llf' of His children. He could not love
them more, nor could He conduct them more mercifully or graciously.
Their every trial and temptation-their every foe and fear-their
every difficulty and danger, are taken into account, and provided for
in "the covenant ordered in all things and sUTe." We well know how
hard it is to realize this under certain trials and afflictions-straits
and difficulties; but this does by no means alter the fact. Each such
trial,and every such difficulty are essentially necessary for the bringing about and the opening out the Lord's gracious purposes; and,
when the whole is fully developed, then His boundless wisdom and
His Fatherly love and kindness will most assuredly appear, to th
perfect amazement, unbounded rapture, and adoring admiration of
every vessel of mercy.
Oh, to feel this now! to act upon this belief now! and not to dishonoUT our God, as we do, by a cruel misinterpretation of His dealings. We repeat, dear reader, that personally this constitutes oUT
chief trial day by day. The inquiry, "Is this thy kindness to thy
Friend?" cuts us to the very heart's core, as we trace up our very
position, with all its numberless mercies, to the good and gracious
hand of oUT God upon us; and yet, at the same time, are perpetually calling in question His goodness, mercy, and love, because
we cannot at once comprehend all His words and acts. We talk of
living and walking by faith, as the grand rule in the working out f
the great redemption-scheme, and yet we are continuously seeking to
live and walk by sigltt! Reader, is it not so ?
Beloved, we would have you contemplate the preciousness and t.he
power of faith, in contrast with mere sight and sense, as presented to
us in the case of'. Israel, whilst encamping by the Red Sea. As the
history stands upon record, it would seem that Moses answered the
murmurings of the people, in t.he language of the fullest possible
assurance, bifore he received any direct word from the Lord as to the
p1'ecise manne1' in which He would deliver Israel. This was faith,
and most God-glorifying faith, too. And we contend that it is
unspeakably blessed when the Lord is pleased to give His .dear children a simple, childlike venturing and depending upon His own
sweet home-and-heart-sealed word, without the exact time and mode
of deliverance being likewise given. Now observe: "And Moses said
unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the
Lord, which He will shew to you to-day: for the Egyptians whom ye
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have seen to-day, ye shall see themagain no more for ever. The
Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace" (Exod. xiv.
13, 14). It was afte!' he had given this counsel, and not until then,
we read of Moses so earnestly and ardently importuning the Lord:
"And the Lord said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou unto me ?
speak unto the children of Israel, that they go forwf1rd: but lift thou
up thy rod, and stretch out thine hand over the sea, f1nd divide it :
and the children of Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst
of the sea. And I, behold, I will hf1rden the hearts of the Egyptians, and they shall follow them: and I will get me honour upon
Pharaoh, and upon all his host, upon his chariots, and upon his
horsemen. And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when
I have gotten me honour upon Pharaoh, upon his chariots, and upon
his horsemen" (Exod. xiv. 15-18).
Ah, dear reader, do you know what it is, as it were, to c0mmit
yourself, under cerbin circumstances, to your poor fellow-men, when
there has been previously a blessed sealing-home power upon the
soul? Under the weight and the savour of some heart-spoken
promise, you have, in spito of previous resolutions and cf1utions,
and so-called prudent influences, declared, in the hearing of your
fellow-creatures, a certain belief and a certain conviction, just as Moses
here did. But, as with him, so with you, there has been no changeno alteration-not the veriest appearance of succour, relief, or deliverance. The cloud cbrkens; the storm gathers; the winds roar;
the sea beats; and it seems f1S though the poor frail barque must
founder. "Where is thy God now?" "Oh, why Wf1S I so foolish
to speak in the terms I did? Why not have wf1ited and watched?
Why not have let results proved? Why be beforehand with God?
Why forestal His Providence?" Ah, this is all carnal reasoning!
So might the man of the world-the man of sight and sense and
reason-have spoken to Moses. But no, under the precious power
of faith he was to speak; and, in the entire absence of a fleshly view
of matters, was to testify of his confidence in God, and of his
belief in His power and willingness to defend and to deliver, whilst
he at the same time knew not how or when that deliverance was to
be effected.
You see one of these self-sf1me ff1ith's critical yet blessed junotures
in the prophet Elijah's history. "Get thee up, eat and drink," said
he to Ahf1b, "for there is a sound of abundance of rain." What
outward evidence or sign of this Wf1S there? None whatev.er. It
was only in the sweet apprehension of faith, and that faith grounded
upon the Lord's gracious assurance, "Go, shew thyself unto Ahab,
l:jI:1d I will send rain upon the ef1rth." So to speak, the prophet had
done his part; he had "shown himself unto Ahab ;" it was now for
the Lord to do His, namely, to " send min upon the earth." In the
full conviction that the Lord would be true to His word, the prophet
spake. But, mark, dear reader, the soul-travail into which the very
declaration of this faith's conviction threw the prophet. Ah, remember there is no conquest without previous conflict-no triumph
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without travail. The very idea is contradictory. Consider for a
moment the prophet's position, and how much was involved in it;
the marvellous scenes which had just been enacted: and now, in the
face of a tlll'ee years' drought, Elijah-in and of himself a mcre
finite creature-standing forth, in the presence of a wicked king and
his attendants, and declaring that there should be rain! What, if
there had been none? ",Vhat, if the prophet's words had been a
mere childish notion -the wish the fD.ther to the thought? What a
triumph would such a failure have beon to the enemy! Still, as
previously intimated, the declaration subjected the prophet to hearttravail-holy importunity-ardent wrestling of soul: this is what he
was called to when we read of his going up to the top 01' Carmel,
where "he cast himself down upon the earth, and put llis face
between his knees." It was here, under these extremely. critical
circumstances, and when, withdrawn from every human eye, and
having told his servant (in part, that he might be the less interrupted
and the more alone) to go and" look toward the sea," he poured out
his soul before the Lord, and plied the throne of grace with argmuent
upon argument and plea upon plea. In a few words the Apostle
J ames summed up these glorious verities : "Elias was a man subject
to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might
not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the spaCfl of three years
and six months. And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain,
and the earth brought forth her fruit" (Jas. v. 17, 18). Header, do
you know anything personally of this blessed experience - this
"going in before the King," resolved "if you perish to perish"
there,. and there only-namely, as a poor penitential suppliant at
the mercy-seat?
Now, both in the case of Moses and Elijah, there was, l'.S we have
attempted to show, the acting of faith, and precious faith, too; faith
that brought honour to its Divine Author, and a faith which should
lead Israel then, but more especially afterwards, to contemplate its
nature and blessed effeots. It was, moreover, an example of tho principles and operations of faith which was intended of God to be handed
down to every after age and generation.
Further, we would remark, that, as neither Moses' nor Elijah's faith
was put to shame, but so blessedly confirmed and established that
they had no reason whatever to regret the confident terms in which
. they had expressed themselves, before there was even the slightest
appear~nce of rescue or deliverance; so neither does the Lord allow
any of His children to be put to shame or confusion with respect to
any simple language of childlike trust or confidence in which they
hud humbly (but not in a fleshly or presumptuous way) expressed
themselves.
We hope, in our next, deal' reader, still to pursue this subject of
true Gospel, God-glorifying STll~LN]O;Sil. Meanwhile, may the Lord
give you and ourselves more and more to realize its unspeakable
preciousness and power.
THE EDITOR.
St. Luke's, Bedminster, Good Frida!!, 1871.
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KINDRED SPIRITS.
" Aml they said one to (motlw)', lJi(l not our heart burn witliin 1t,~, wliile He
talked with 1tS by tlw way ?"-Lmm xxiv. 32.

(

ONE of the bright things we enjoy, as we cross this weary world, js
Christian fellowship and communion; the meeting with kindred spirits
who can understand with us the language of heaven: "As in water face
answereth to face, so the heart of man to man." But how few and far
between are the Spirit-taught children of God! What a peeled and
scattered people are God's spiritual Israel! We meet with fellow-creatures, as we travel onwards, who are anything but congenial companions;
professors they may be, but, when you come tLl talk to them upon divine
things, you find them cold, sapless, and shut up, and in no way manifesting vital godliness either by lip or life.
We recollect being called, in the providence of God, to speak in His dear
name in a certain cathedral city. We arrived on the Saturday evening
at the appointed meeting-place, and were ushered into the presence of
three deacons-stiff, cold, and calculating. Oh, how one's feelings became
frozen up at once! and we felt that it would be a day of fetters on the
morrow. How different to the warm shake of the hand of the true followers of Jesus, and the open-hearted expressions of a Spirit. taught soul!
Ah, it is a rich reward, and source of great encouragement to us, when
we hear, at the close of our testimony, one and another saying, "God·
bless you-the Lord be with you! It has been a blessed opportunity to
my soul." You feel you have then to deal with kindred spirits, unknown, it may be, to each other in the flesh, but well known in secret
exercises of the soul before the Lord.
On another occasion we recollect having to take a meal, between the
services, with a farmer and his family. Talk you might of everythingof farm, of fields, of markets, and of money-but only turn the conversatiou to higher and better things, put in a word about Jesus, and a dead.
silence ensued at once. Oh, how wretched the compaillonship of such to
one who is feeling that his heart and his soul crieth out for the living
God! Dead things may suit dead souls, but living souls always crave
after living things. On another occasion we visited a man who was a
great talker. We dislike great talkers; grace takes all the big talk and
proud boasting out of a man, and, in the case before us, we always thought
the man's talk about Jesus was only from the head, and not from the
heart. It was a Sabbath afternoon, 'and, when we entered his cottage
home, he was reading a missionary magazine. We opened the conversation by asking him, "What think ye of Christ?" His ready response
was, "Bless His name, He came into the world to save sinners, and He
will save all the world," We replied, "You have uttered part of a
precious truth indeed, namely, that Jesus Christ came into the world to
save sinners; but you left out that important point, 'of whom I am chief.'"
Ah, this is what he did not feel; and, upon a closer pressing, we drew
out of him that he considered himself as good as his neighbour-indeed,
much better-and had never been humbled by divine grace to feel himself
T
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the chief of sinners, I believe this man is but a type of thousands who
press around Je~us, but never (like, the poor woman) .touch th? he,m, of
His garment wIth the hand of faIth, and draw the Vll'tue of hfe chvllle
from His wonderful flllness.
'
Another case we met with was that of a poor man who was fast nearing eternity. He had professed to be a religious man, and had attende!l
an Arminian ministry with boasted regularity. We asked him how he
felt in his own soul, and he replied confidently, "Quite happy! "
"0 yes, sir," put in his false comforter of a wifo, "He's very comfortable, sir." We said, "Is there any passage or promise that is precious
to you at this solemn time, and which is causing you sueh happiness /ind
joy?" He responded, "0 no, sir; you see they aro all very nice."
We inquired, "Are you sure yon are safe for eternity? Have you any
doubt upon the matter?" He answered, "0 dear no; I should think
it very wrong to doubt." And so we found it impossible to get at anything like heart-work, and came out of the dying man's chamber impressed with the thought that the father of lies was deceiving the soul of
this poor creature, causing him to say, Peace, peace, when there was no
peace. At another time we remember being called, in the providence of
God, to preach the Gospel to a large congregation in a country town. ,Ve
knew that the doctrines of grace were not palatable to only a few in tlleil'
midst, and, feeling a peculiar trembling under the burden of the vVord,
we proposed to one of the deacons a word in prayer before entering into
the pulpit, that it might be a good day with us. It was evidently out of
order in his mind, and not congenial with his feelings. However, wo
carried our point., Now, how different to all this is the society of kindred
spirits, who are ever on the alert for Jesus!
Never shall we forget the animated countenance of Olle poor woman,
as she looked up and nodded assent again and again to our utterances;
wonderfully did she often cheer us in the midst of much calc:ulated to cast
us down; and when, upon visiting this same dear old saint in her humble
cottage by the road side, we shall never forget her confidence in God concerning her family. " Ab !" she said, "I have four boys abroad, in
different parts of the world, but I know my Covenant God will take care
of them;" and with pride she brought out a well-thumbed letter from ono,
replete with those expressions of love which a mother treasures up as n.
secret source of consolation. Another dear genial old saint we used to
visit. (Ah! she is in glory now, realizing her desires.) We would got
our business done, and drive round for a few moments' happiness with
her. She would say, when walking in her garden, "If these trees coulcl
speak, they would bear witness to many a sweet walk and talk with Jesus
along these paths, seeing Him who is invisible;" and there was a
heavenly-mindedness about her bearing that always made us feel we
were communing with one of the Lord's chosen and choice ones, and
never did we come away and plunge again into the world without feeling
what a reality there is in true religion when it is felt and experienced in
the heart. And yet this dear saint had passed through waves of trouble;
and we ,are satisfied that, when she reached the eternal shores, it could
have been said especially of her, "Ye have come up out of great tribulation ;" perhaps the greater the tribulo.tion the greater the triumph. But,
while upon the point of heavenly-mind dness, our thoughts are carried
back to precious moments spent with that cleeply-sanctified saint, dear
Ruth Bryan, of Nottingham. We neVOr felt to know so little of divino
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things as when in her prosence. Her conversation was of that deep and
exalted character that betokened she lived in the closest fellowsillp with
God; and w w re astonishod to hoar afterwards of her earthly privations, and f tho internal malady from which she was suffering. And
yet, why a t ni h d ? We may recall the word, for it is such privations
and un; rings that unloosen th~ heart's hold of earthly joys, and drive
1 so h m to the best of all sympathizing friends, the Lord Jesus Christ.
But, to all to mind other" kindred spirits" with whom we have walked
and talked, and whose company has cheered us to press on in the pilgrim's pathway.
One of the happiest men we ever met with was a poor labouring
man-very poor indeed, as far as regards this worlel's goods-but rich
in faith, and an heir of glory. His mud hut (for it was not worthy of
the name of a cottage) was of the meanest description, and how he
eked out his scanty wages to provide things necessary for the body was a
marvel. The sole fUl'lliture of his room was a table, n stool, and it really
fair chair, and this chair he would never use himsolf, but place on his
right hand, as he sad, for the Lord Jesus Christ and His fl'iends; and
there would that poor saint talk to J eaus, as if He were present. ITe
would say to his invisiblo companion, "Lord, Thou knowest I love Thee;
Thou knowest all about rue. I am a poor sinner, but Thou art my
Saviour. Dear Lord, my hope is in Thee." And thus would he talk
familiarly and simply with the Lord Jesus Christ, as seeing Him who is
invisible. He was a happy man. Four miles would he trudge every
Sunday to the place of worship where the truth was preached; nor, let
the weather be what it might, would he neglect attending the Saturday
evening prayer-meeting. Let whoever would be absent, our pOOL' but
rich friend would be in his placo. And never shall we forget his ploadings
at the tlJl'one; it was a dealing with J osus wit.h that sacred closeness that
evidenced that, like Euoch, tho llabit of his lifo was to "walk wm, Coil."
And, though unlettored in worldly wisdom, it was astonishing how well
taught he was in the doctrines of grace, and sound in those things which
the Spirit of God alone can reveal; and, somehow 01' other, though ho
could not read a syllable, he was perfectly familiar ,vith many a choice
verse from the hymns of Kent, Hart, Toplady, and others.
In our visits to his humble abode we seldom left his company without
receiving some light upon God's Word that we never saw before. His
case, to our mind, was a fulfilment of tho statement of the Apostle Paul,
that" God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the
wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the
thing's which are mighty; and oase things of the world, and things which
arc despised, hath God chosen, yea, anu things which are not, to briug
to nought things that are: that no flesh should glory in His presenco."
"Well, from that humole home we wander in thought to one of far different appearance and standing. We are told that the noble Countess of
IIuntingdon thanked God for the letter i):!, for it did not say that not any
110blo are called, but" not ?nany ;" and in Wilford Houso, tho habitation
of that highly-gifted Christian gentlewoman, the late Lauy Lucy Smith, we
had anotl18r instance that divine grace can enter the halls of the great as well
as the ham s of the poor, if it be the will of our Covenant God; and never
shall wo forgot the majesty of the elect ladyallllded to, nor the sanctity
of her evory aetion, and the sweetness of hel' Christian countenance.
These aro things thlLt time cannot ('rase from tbe memory. Although we
T 2
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were young in divine things at the time of our visit, she was pleased to
encourage a young disciple; for, after preaching in h61' chapel at N ottingham from those two words, "Fitly framed," she "Would often, during the
week, refer to it in conversation, and say, "Well, Mr. 0--, it is all
•fitly framed,' you know." One morning she proposed for us to walk and
talk with one out of the many she had befriended; and in that sweetlysecluded spot, Olifton Grove, as we wended our way beside the beautiful
but treacherously-rapid Trent, did that young man tell us the tale of the
Lord's dealings with his soul, and we felt we were in company with a
" hnitrerl spirit."
So, beloved, the Lord has His scattered ones on earth; and, although
few of them cross one's pathway, He sees them gathered around the same
thrpne, taught by the same gracious Teacher, and pressing on through
the mazes of life to the same glorious destiny. But, after all, the best
, and truest companion is Jesus,. faithful to the end is our Elder Brother.
I Oh, that sweet and secret joy of seeing Him who is invisible, and talking
f to Him as one talketh to a friend! Do we not often find ourselves in
, conversation with Him as if He were actually present-and especially
when some trial presses heavily-and in our affliction we cry unto
Him? How precious is His comfort! It is precious, too, to behold Him
unfolded through the ministry of the Word. We recollect, when under a
deep trial some years ago, hearing dear Alfred Hewlett preach in one of
the Oity churches from those words, "His mouth is most sweet." We
have never forgotten the savour of that precious sermon; it seemed to
draw us at the time into the closest fellowship with Jesus-so close, that
we seemed as if we were receiving the dI'oppings from His sacred lips.
The preaching that has this effect is just what the poor and needy sinner
wants. And, then, it is amidst business life that Jesus' visits are so
precious and gracious! A Ohristian man was once conducting us over his
floors of merchandise, when he said aside to us, "Ah, Mr. 0--, behind
many a bale I have in secret sighed and cried unto the Lord. I have
been a successful man, but I date all my prosperity to answers to prayer
and putting my trust in the Lord." This is the sort of religion we love
-one that makes Jesus a confidant in every circumstance of the life.
" With a heavy heart I have often gone to market," said a dear saint to
us, now in glory; "but I have come away from it to prove that the Lord
has been better to me than my many fears, and what I foreboded has
passed away like a summer cloud."
Now, this fellowship with Jesus is a proof of divine calling. As it is written,
"God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of His Son
Jesus Ohrist our Lord." We do love to look back upon those days of first
love when we received the inward call of divine grace. The spot where it
occurred is always to the Ohristian a sacred one; and, though many a tossing about has been endured since, and trials never dreamt of have been
passed through, together with many things that have astonished and
astounded us, yet we can fall baGk upon that precious, unmistakeable divine
calling that melted our hearts and manifested Jesus as ours; but to those
who cannot thus look back upon spot or spring, we would say, "Have you
fellowship with Jesus? Is it the delight of your life to walk and talk
\with Him? Is He the loved Oompanion of your days?" Well, then,
l Iyou give as much evidence of divine calling as if you could clearly trace
it back; for the Apostle says, "Ye were called unto the fellowship of
Jesus." If you have the fellowship you must have been calleel, and you
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know the result. "Whom He called, them He also justified: and whom
He justified, them He also glorified."
Again, this fellowship with Jesus is a token of divine reconciliation. As
it is written: "Can two walk together oxcept they be agreed?" Certainly not j but, blessed be God, thero is a sweet agreement with Jesus; so
much so, that we are not happy apart from llim, and the desire of our
soul constantly is for more and more of His loved company. "Ve cared
not for this once; we loved the world and its ways; but now we are at
enmity with the world, and in love with Jesus. This is a reconciliation
which gives access to God-" For through Him we both have access by one
Spirit unto the Father "-brings with it a hallowed peace, and gives a
pledge of final salvation. For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more being reconciled we
shall be saved by His bfe. So, then, we may take it that the realization of
fellowship with Jesus may assure our souls that we are safe for glory:" This union assures us of bliss,
Secured in the Head of all powers,
We've portion in all that is His,
And Jesus in all that is otu's."
. And then this fellowship with Jesus must be productive o[hoZliiiiiJ in the
sout. As it is written: "Ye are the temples of the living GOa;" as God
hath said, "I will dwell in them, and walk in them; I will be their
God, and they shall be my people."
We know how, in earthly communion, we become assimilated to one
with whom we come in constant contact; so, in spiritual things, the more
we walk with Jesus, the more we become YkeJli!!!iI!:._I!l~ek~ss and gen- .
tlcne~s a~<Lho~ss. 1'fut tha.t the Qld Ada,IIJ,_,~.ittill~J~~J;~Ji~r~ve
lllow littleofThe human heart ifwotlJ.!.nk th~s-but gl~Q!t~~~§.lln<!~:jts
evil influences, and the new creation m Chnst Jesus grows into His own
dear image.
And, lastly, this fellowship with Jesus will prepare us to dwell witl. Him
for CVC1-. "Beloved, now are we the sons of God; and it doth not yet
appear what we shall be, but we know that when He shall appear we
shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is." Sweet, sweet anticipation; mingling with the family above; realizing the blissful interview
with our loved Lord; that has been the hope of our lives-and not
an interview, and then retiring from His presence, but for ever with
Him; reaching the sunny shores of the heavenly land, where not a
cloud shall intervene to shut Jesus from our view; folded in the blessed
Shepherd's arms, where nOlle can enter to affright our souls; entering
the mansion above, which He has purchased and prepared for us; an
inhoritance incorruptible and which facleth not away: resting for ever
on the bosom of His unchanging love, and beholding the beanties of His
heavenly face! What joys await ns, brethren! Still, ere those joys are
realized, we shall have to brave fresh billows and battle with fresh ills ;
and what we shall want in all is the presence of our beloved Lord. Oh,
then, dear reader, the remaining days of our lives, may you and I enjoy
more of this burning of heart together while Jesus talks with us by the
wa!!
"We love our brethren, Lord, 'tis trne,
Because in them we see
Sweet traces of Thy blessed self;
For they are one with Thee.
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" Bnt Thou exceedest all the fame
Our ears have ever heard;
How happy they who know Thy name,
And trust Thy faithful Word."
Woodbury, Wanstead.

G. C.

P.S.-We cannot refrain from adding a postscript to our paper, becauso
we have ju::;t received a sweetly:encouraging letter from a "kindred
spirit" in a far distant land, proving to us that the Lord has His" elect
ones" in different parts of the habitable globe.
This deal' tried saint writes from Adelaide, informing us that he has
been nearly half his life away from the old country; that, deriving profit
from our "Notes" in his own soul, his custom for some years has been
to go about the villages and publicly read them to attentive congregations,
and they are received with great joy by some of the old disciples scatterod
up and down in that land.
Oh! beloved and fellow seed-bearer, we little know where and when
the Lord is pleased to bless our writings. Well may we cast the rice-corn
of the everlasting truths of His 'Vord upon the waters, which shall be
found after many days.
But we desire more especially to draw your attention to our unknown
but well-known correspondent's letter, because we want to beg an interest
in your prayers on his behalf; for he tells us that, while s~rugglinl?; to be
useful to others, he cannot realize in his own soul a sense of divine forgiveness, and is living under the impression that the divine decree is
against him. Of course this is a device of Satan, the father of lies; and
we are satisfied that the Lord will soon pour into his soul divine comfort,
and prove Himself" mighty to save." But do pray for him! Oh! pray
for dear E - - E--, of Adelaide! Plead with the Lord that this dear
"kindred spirit," thousands of miles away from us, may be drawn to the
throne of grace, and soon be able to sing with rejoicing of spirit, "He
loved me-yes, me-and gave Himself for me." The prayers of the
righteous avail much with God. Remember, then, the case of dear
E - - E--, when it is well with thee before the Lord. It will encourage his heart to know that there are brethren and sisters in the Lord, in
the mother country, who are bearing his case before the Lord Jehovah.
WHILE the proud Pharisee boasts- of his fancied righteousness, and
trusts in his own works for salvation, the true believer is deeply humbled
under a view of his own unworthiness. Hfl mourns over the manifold
infirmities of his nature, and knows that it is by grace alone he can be
saved. His conduct, indeed, may be uniform; so that none can accuse
him; yet he condemns himself and his imperfections in all he does. A
patriarch of Alexandria, being introduced to an old religious person in
his hermitage, asked him what he found to do in that desert, to which he
answered: "To judge and condemn myself perpetually; that i~ the
employment of my solitude." The patriarch anewered, "There is no
other way." Now, though. there is no necessity for our secluding from
society, 01' to retire into a wilderness, yet the only way to heaven is
through the valley of humiliation. It is thus only that we appreciate the
Gospel of Christ, and see the suitableness of His righteousness, and the
absolute necessity of His grace. Living and. dying, therefore, this must
be our language-" God be merciful to me, ,~ sinner."

Fi.

Tlte Gospel .Magazine.

mt~{lfrg

anh {!5tfradz.

THE JEWISH GHETTO IN ROME.
rTh ubjoined account of the sufferings of the Jews under Papal rule
wiI! prove interesting to those who have followed the recent course of
events in [taly. It was written at a time when Jewish residents in Rome
were restricted to the confines of the Ghetto, and when they were debarred
from the privileges accorded to the other inhabitant.s of that city. The
King of Italy has inaugurated a new era for these persecuted people, and
has placed them on an equal footing with his own subjects. We are
rejoiced to learn that the Jews gratefully acknowledge this wise exhibition of justice and mer y in their new l'luer.-E. T. M., Sandy Cove.]

, I

Tlrm J ws have 0. partioular 10 alityas igned to them in Rome, which is
II d th
h tto. Thi pot ha been th ir habitation for eighteen hundr d enturi s! and, nothstanding the persecution and ignominy which
has been heaped upon them under Imperial and Papal rule, they have
clung with wonderful tenacity to this mean, dark, and over-crowded
quarter of the city. The name Ghetto (derived from the Talmud, Ghet)
is one of opprobrium, and signifies" separation," or "setting apart."
The stranger, passing by the ruins of the famous Theatre of Marcellus,
built in the brilliant days of Augustus, enters the Ghetto by the Piazza
del Pianto, or Place of Weeping, which forms a fit.ting approach to a
spot that has been the silent witness of the sorrow and lamentation of the
descendants of Abraham. Threading our way through its gloomy precincts, we enter a narrow street of misorable housos, with doorways leading into dark shops, filled with old clothos, tapestries, second-hand
uniforms, and rubbish of all kinds, whi·h tllint the air with an unwholesomo odour, that is rend red still more overpowering by the dense mass
of people that is penned within this confined space.
'1'he Ghetto is the great l' opto.cle for stolon goods, which find here (as
elsewhere) ready purchasers amongst the Hebrew nation. Purloined
hats, handkerchiefs, and snufi'-boxos, lurk hore in concealment, to turn
up again after months of sec1usion. A large portion of the population
cam a livelihood by perambulating tho streets of Rome at night, with a
basket on their back, and carrying a lantern, by whose light they rake
over the refuse heaps in the streets, trying to pick up rags, paper, broken
glass, and any other loose articles they can collect. The Jewish females
are chiefly occupied in the repairs of old garments that find their way to
tho Ghetto, and may be seen plying their needle, and trying to induce
the passers by to purchase some of their wares. Sometimes in their
oagerness they seize hold of a visitor by the dress, and those efforts are
nbly seconded by the male portion of the community, who seldom fail to
extract double or treble the value for any article they sell. The J ows
congregate in the public street, and carry on conversations with each
otber from pavement to garret. Their loud tones, and tho teeming population, rondors the Ghetto rather a distracting place to a stmnger, who,
in addition to the noise, must brave a thousand odoUl's to gratify his
curiosity. Being below the level of the Tiber, the Ghetto is frequently
inundated, when that river ove:rflows its banks dltl'in~ th0 autumn and

240

The Gospel Magazine.

winter; but this, instead of being a misfortune, must be regarded as a
salutary visitation, in consequence of the mass of filth which would bo
suffered to accumulate, if not removed in this way. Strange as it may
seem, the Ghetto is not unhealthy, and when Rome was visited by the
Cholera in 1837, thore were fewer deaths there than in other parts of the
city, which would seem to corroborate an idea entertained by the Romans,
"That fever does not prevail where the air is much beaten by a constant
concourse of people, and that the denser the population the safer the
residence.' ,
The houses are connected on the upper {loors, so that the inhabitants
can pass from one side to the other, dUl'ing an inundation, without setting
foot in the street. On one occasion (during tho POl1odom of Paul IV.)
the Jews requested permission to leave their quartors until the water
should subside, but they were told that water would not hurt them.
Before his accession to the Papal chair the better class ofJews had been
permitted to enjoy certain privileges, of which he cruelly deprived them,
making their hard lot still more bitter, by compelling them to wear a
yellow badge, to denote that they were Hebrews. He also prohibited
them from carrying on any trade or handicraft, and from the purchase
and sale of merchandise. Heavy tributes were imposed on them by Paul
IV., who finally obliged all Jews residing in Rome to retire withi~ the
space lying between the Ponte Quattro Capi and the Piazza dol Pianto,
which, from that time, was called the Ghetto, though it fOl'm dy bOl' th
name of the Vicus Judffiorum. Pent up within its naJ.'row confinos, th
Jews have for centuries been crowded into a space which thl' of th
Roman palaces would more than cover, and this in a oity so thinly populated that houses may be had for a mere nominalront, But banishm nt
to the Ghetto was not the only evil Paul IV. inflicted on the Jews. During
his short reign, many of them were burned to death by order of the Inquisition, which was first established by him. At his death Jews aud
Christians, for once, united in a common cause, that of showing dishonour
to his statue, which they overthrew, and dragged the head, with the Papal
crown upon it, through the mud.
Another Paul (H.), in 1468, issued an order for this unhappy peoplo
to take part in the races on the COl'SO, this being the programme:"First, a body of Jewish elders, clothed in a shirt or doublet, pr dod
the cavalcade of the senators, who opened the Carnival. Th y w l' th -n
obliged every day to run races, of which there were two cln
,th one
comprising old men, young men, and children, without l' £ r nc to their
nation; and the other being of horses, asses, buffal s, and Jews." The
race might be declined by the former, but with th latter it was compulsory. The Romans soon abandoned their shar in the race, but the
unhappy Jews were annually obliged to play th u: mis rable part "in a
Roman holiday for .aOO years, and in later tim s w l' forced to run with
a rope round their necks and entirely naked,
pt where a narrow
, had the humanity to
girdle was bound round theil·loins." Olement
release the Jews from this ignominious performance, on condition of
_ their paying a tax of 300 scudi.
Another humiliating ceremony (in whi h they were forced to take an
unwilling part) was gone through at th installation of each new Pope.
A deputation of Romish Jews presented th mselves to his holiness on
the public way of his triumphal procession, singing songs in his praise,
and bearing on their llhoulders a copy of the Pentateuch written on
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parchment and bound in gold. This they presented, kneeling, t ill
Pope, while at tho samo timo thoy ntroatod his protection. The'succoss l'
of the poor Galilean fi herman, having received the book, read a few
sentences from it, and then, placing it behind him, addressed the deputation in the following words; "We affirm the law, but we eurse the
. Hebrew people and thoir exposition of it." In order that no indignity
or humiliation might bo wanting to complete the bitterness of this
enforced homage, the spot on which it was generally offered was at the
bridge of Hadrian, who was the second destroyer of Jerusalem.
Innocent VIII" from a feeling of compassion for the ill-treatment to
which the Jews were subjected by the mob in the public streets on those
occasions, received the deputation within the walls of the Castel St.
Angelo. When presenting the copy of the Pentateuch, the chief of the
deputation addressed Innocent in Hebrow, as follows ;-" Most Holy
Father, we Israelites beseech you, in tho name of our synagogue, that
the Mosaic law, given by AlClighty God to Mosos, our priest, on Mount
Sinai, may be concoded and allowed to us, as by othor minent Popes, the
predecessors' of your holinoss, it has beon conceded and allowed." To
which Innocent gavo the following answer :-" We concede to you the
law, but we curse your creed and your interpretation, for He of whom
you said, 'He will come,' has already come-our Lord Jesus Christ, as is
taught and professed by our Ohurch."
The space now occupied by the fish-market of the Ghetto (La Pescheria)
was once the scene of that triumphal procession, recorded by Josephus,
which commemorated the final destruction of Jerusalem. From this spot
Titus and Vespasian issued forth with their laurel·crowned legions, and
in their rear followed Simon, the son of Golias, loaded with chains, and
having a rope plaeed round his head. J osephus relates that, having been
tormented by thoso who drew him along, Simon was then put to death at
the 1;>aso of the apitol, the procossion in the meantime standipg still at
the Templo of Jupitor o.pitolinus, whore it was customary to halt until
news had boon brought that the goneral of the onemy was slain.
In this procossion were carried by Jewish captives" the soven-branched
golden candlostick, the jubilee tl'Umpets, the incense vessels of the altar,
the table of shew-bread, and the sacred veil that divided the temple."
Of these things, so holy in the eyes of the Jews, no trace now remains.
J osephus relates that Vespasian deposited all these spoils within the
temple of peace, with the exception of the veil and the books of the law,
which were placed in the emperor's palace.
According to a popular belief in the middle ages, a seven-branched
candlestick in the church of St. Giovanni in Laterano was the one taken
from Jerusalem. It is also said that, during an insurrection in Homo, the
seven-branched candlestick was thrown into the Tiber, under whose
waters many affirm it to be still lying, Others assert that it was sent to
Constantinople by Belisarius, after he had recovered it, with other spoils,
from Genseric, who had carried it away to Africa. Tho golden fillet is
mentioned as existing in the Temple of Peace at the timo of Hadrian ; and
IIelena, the mother of Constantine, is alleged to have restored the books
of the law to Rome; but all are now lost,
To the present day no Jew will l)ass under the arch of Titus, which
their forofathers had been compelled to build in order to commemorate
the destruction of their city; although, after the installation of one of
the Popes, they were obliged, by a refinement of cruelty, to decorate this
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hated arch with rich tapestries, silks, and embroideries. These hangings
were embroidered with emblems and Latin texts from the Old and New
Testaments, upon a gold ground; but latterly the .Jews havo been
exempted from this tribute, and, in place of it, allowed to present a
costly book adorned with exquisite paintings in miniature. The ono
given to Pius IX., on his accession, cost the large sum of 500 scurli.
When he was made Pope in 1846, the Jews, in common with the
Italians, enjoyed the benefit of the liborality which marked the earlier
pertion of his administration.
Pius ordered that a commission should be appointed to examine into
the just claims of the inhabitants of the Ghetto. One of its first steps was
to exempt the J ows from the necossity of listening every Sunday to a
sermon against their religion, preached in the church of St. Angelo. r 1'mission was also granted them to reside in wards of the city adjacent to
the Ghetto, the walls of which were, by command of Pius, levelled to tho
ground. But, when the Pope returned from Gaeta, escorted by Fronch
troops, he withdrew the liberty he had granted to the Jews to open shops
beyond the prescribed limits, and to exercise c.ertain trades. Thoso who
had hired houses outside the Ghetto were allowed to remain, but a stop
was put to any further emigration from that colony.
In Rome, Jews are not allowed to rent or cultivate a farm, or v n n.
foot of ground for themselves or others. They are excluded from tal ing
part in any of the public works which are ordered for the sole purpose of
providing bread for the poor of the city. The public chools and gymnasia
are closed to them; and admission to the univorsity can only be obtainod
by potitioning the Oardinal Vicar to grant a spe ial authorization for th
purpose; and this favour can only be granted to those who embrace th
profession of a surgeon, physician, or pharmacist; and they are required
to make a declaration on oath that the practice of those professions will
be confined to persons of their own faith. No Jew is allowed to hold any
civil, political, or military office under the Papal authority in Rome;
and from the higher trades, such as those of goldsmith, stone-cutter,
notary, librarian, and manufacturer, they are likewise debarred.
Thus forbidden to exercise any honourable profession, or to engage ill
trade, we cannot wonder that the Romish Jews have been dem raliz d by
the bitter ban that has been placed upon their nation. Som luw
u he
refuge in Leghorn, where they are not troubled by any 1 gal di tin tion of
caste; otbers sottle invarious parts of Tuscany ; and this sb rt- i ht (1 p li Y
of Pius I . ha diminished the taxable property of
m
Lh tull t nt
/\of their fOl·tun s, whi h are often very large. In 1 42 th r
r 12,700
, ) Jews within th
ntid al tates; but, in 1853, m r than 1\ f, urth f thi
"Unumber had withdt'/lwn. Th testimony of a J win t r iv d in a
Roman court of ju ti in /lS relating to ivil u ti ne, but th y
accepted as witnesses in iminal a e;
'tIL thJ
tri ti n, lh t no
matter how upright, edu at d, and w o.lthy 0. r br
witn em y b , his
evidence will avail nothin 1\ ainst that £ th 1 w t and m lit i n rant
Roman Oatholic. The settl tU n t r qu ti n r lI\tin" t) th ir own religion is intrusted to a tribunal und r lh juri i li n th o.rdinal Vicar,
and they are forced to pay a y al'ly ip nIl
hi 8 r tary for the duty
which formerly belonged to him, of n mpn.n iJ1~ body of Oarabineers
to force a Jewish congregation into th
UU1' h ,f t. Angelo, where 100
men and 50 women were driven by whips
ntt nd a Ohristian is rvice.
Tho required number was afterwards raised to 300.

TIle Cosjcllllfaga,:;illc,
Notwithstanding the perseoution to which it has been subjeoted, th
Jewish Ohuroh has maintained tho law of Moses with unflinohing faith,
The desoendants of St, P ter hav trie'd tlll'eats and persecutions in vain.
Sometimes they have had reoourse to less open means of making converts, as
when, in violation of the saoredness of home, the Ohurch claims the right
of entering private families and tearing Jewish children, who may have
received the Ohristian rite of baptism, from their parents, In case of any
suddon illness, a pious Romanist is permitted to baptize a Hebrew child;
and, when this takes place, it is the duty of the Ohurch to separate a
mother from her offspring, of which the Mortara case affords a well-known,
though by no means isolated, example, In the time of Lee XIL, a servant was reported to have baptized a dying child, and the Pope thereupon
gave orders that splendid obsequies should be performed in the church of
St, Angelo, where masses were sung for the repose of it.s soul, A long
procession of priests and soldiers carried the body from the Ghetto to the
church, and, in a few days, the Jewish father had to pay the whole of
the expenses attending this imposing ceremony, ,Again, we find the
canonical laws affe t the interest of families in another way: " A Jewish
father, resolved on apostacy, has the right to offer up te the Ohurch his
wife, and children under age, Yet, if he withdraw frem his vows, he
has no right longer to live with his family in his first religion," A novitiate
of forty days is allowed for the relations of those who have become converts to the Romish faith, and if, at the end of this time, the individuals
thus offered resist all attempts at conversion, they are sent back to their
friends, who are forced to pay the expenses of their maintenance while
this spiritual warfare is carried on,

ARMINIANISM,
TUE following may not be inappropriate in the present days of the spread
of Arminianism, and depreciation of the doctrine of grac : Not many years ago, a certain Wesleyan minister called upon a certain
minister of Ohrist's Gospel, a man valiant for truth, and much honoured
in his day, long since gone to his rest, and asked him to give him something in aid of his new chapel, The minister asked him, "Are you a
'rrinitarian? do you believe in the doctrine of the Trinity?" "Oh, yes,"
he said. " Do you believe that God wills all men to be saved? " " Oh,
yes," said he. "Do you believe that Ohrist died for all men?" "Oh,
yes." "Do you believe every man can pe saved if he will? " " Oh,
yes." ",Vhy," said the minister, "you are no Trinitarian at all, and a
thorough Arminian. You deny the everlasting Son of the Father to His
chosen children. You deny the particular redemption by the Son of the
Church of God, the children whom the Father gave Him; and you deny
the sovereignty of the Holy Spirit, in the quickening, regenerating, and
renewing of the blood-bought family, the heirs of salvation. Get away
with you, I will not give you a farthing."
These three texts or questions may serve to detect the Arminianism of
many a so-called Calvinist, and the false preachings, called Gospel, so
prevalent in the present day.
The Apostle Paul, speaking of these in his day, says, "I marvel that
ye are so soon removed from Him that called you into the grace of Ohrist,
llnto another Gospel, which is not another, for there is but one, the
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Gospel of tho grace oJ God." And afterwards ho says, and repeats it, "If
any man preach unto you any other Gospel than that you have recoivcd,
let Mm be aecursed" (Gal. i.)
Time was when Arminianism dare not show its head in this country i
but now it stalks abroad with a whore's forehead and a brazen face, and
defiles and pollutes, more or less, nearly all the pulpits in the land; and
that, sometimes, under the becoming garb of Oalvinism, so that few can
detect it. Luther used to say, "That to soparate between law and Gospol
is the most difficult point in divinity i" and how few thero are who do.
MixtUl.'e is the order of the day-law and gospol, graco and works, Divino
sovereignty and creature power, creature work and creature doings.
Under the law no mixtures are allowed, typical of the Gospels; no linseywoolsey; no mingling of linen and woollon allowod to bo worn; no
ploughing with the ox and the ass together i no sowing tho fi Id , ith
mingled seed; and no doubt, for the same reason, we do not find that
honey was ever used in sacrifice, for that might be considorod a sort of
milles fleurs.

These are simple things, yet needful to be set forth in the present day.
Arminianism is the handmaid of Popery. Everything is making for tho
advance of Popery in this land, and Arminianism is opening its arms to
it. We all know the Pope, like Satan, hates Oalvinism. Wby did h
put clown the Oonvent of Port Royal, near Paris? Becaus it was, as h
I said, the "hot-bed" of the J ansenists, that branch of th
apists whi h
'\ was the most, ifnot the only one that was, Oalvinistio. Th 80-oaUed Arohbishop Manning said, "Wo can do with any but thes o.lvinists." Thus
the Ritualists, the semi-Romanists, a largo part of the Evang'elicals,
half-and-half Oalvinists, the W sleyans, and all other Pelagians and
Arminians, are helping forward the calamity of the advance of Popery in
the land. But we know" whose counsel shall stand, and who will do all
His pleasure," whose, therefore, shall be the victory in the end. Novel'theless there may be sad things in the future of our dear native country i
and men of truth, such as Toplady, Bm'ridge, Watts, and Wilkinson, m II
of experimental Oalvinism, not ashamed of the doctrine of grace, the display of the sovereignty of Jehovah-Father, Son, and Holy Spirit-in
the salvation of the chosen people of God in Ohrist Jesus, are ov rywh r
wanted. -There are people, whose hearts we should oth l'wi ,in tho
judgment of charity, think right with God, who do not think th
thin
so nece ary, nor see the importance of them; but SUl' ly th
d n t
gather th ir conclusions from the Word of God, but f1' ID th ir
nt
and liking. The most experimental Ohristians, th
pt of th <1 1) t
and most gonuin l' li ion, will be found amon t tho
h
0 (lU •
tomed to the pr a hinl?i of an experimental freo- r
Rp 1. Th
will
be a tried peopl. l (uth, hopo, and love ar ~iv n t th P opl r )(1
to be tried and proved, in rd I' to show th 11' orth nel r filit.
nel
these people tried to hay th ir trials ont l' (1 int hy th pr (h r ulld l'
the basis and foundation £ ivin sov l' ignt;r. A mi od
'I) 1, 01' Cl.
Gospel which deals primarily with th pr hotlpart f
riptur s, and
makes the Gospel itself, (\S is
it n th
witli u ,only secondary,
will not feed and satisfy them.
J. A. W.
Brighton.

GOD overreaches the devil, and mn.kos him instrumental for good, whon
ho designs hurt and mischief.
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MEDITATION.

"My meditation of Him shall be sweet: I will be glad in the Lord."PSALM civ. 34.

IT appears that man is the only being that hath the power of meditation U

)'

on spiritual things. Evil spirits and evil men may meditate evil against '
the righteous, and plot their wicked designs against the godly; but it is
only spiritual men or women, born of the Spirit, that have any pleasant
and comfortable meditations on God, His Christ, and divine things.
The word" meditation" means to muse, think upon, to devise beforehand with profound consideration, which is peculiar to rational and intellectual beings, Though, indeed, under the Levitical law, irrational
creatures of different kinds, typified both the godly and the ungodly in
.their mode of living, habits, and manners. Those beasts which chew the
cud are called ruminants, because they lie down in an easy position and
chew the grass over again which they have eaten, which somewhat resembles the meditations of I'eligious people, who, after hearing the Word of f
God~preached, and feeding upon it, go home, sit down quietly, or lie
down, to meditate upon what they have heard and received, sweetly feed- I
ing upon it again to the nourishment and comfort of their souls, "rightly
dividing the word of· truth," law from Gospel, old covenant temporal
blessings from new covenant spiritual blessings. But the mere natural
or worldly man, or pharisaical man, he goes to church or chapel, thinking
he has done his duty j and, when under the preaching, if he Joes not fall
asleep, he may sit with opon mouth, swallow all the preacher saith, but,
when on his way homo, liko the waysido hearer, he forgets all, therefore
does not meditate on what he has hoard; Satan pushes that out of his
mind, and fills his mind with some worldly lusts and passions, business,
profit, or pleasure, on which the carnal and worldly mind feeds 'on all tho
week; and then, on Sunday, he may, in his way, devotely repeat the
same, and swallow much, and have much knowledge, but does not chew
the cud, nor has he any sweet meditation on heavenly things.
Thus, mere carnal, worldly, and hypocritical professors of religion are
like unto the unclean birds and beasts under the Levitical law, that were
not to be eaten because they neither chowed the cud nor parted the hoof.
Such have been the Popif'lh priests, Puseyites, Ritualists, and others of
lato, Thoy do not part the hoof, they do not "rightly divide tlw word of
truth:" viz" law from Gospel, £lesh from spirit, nor the old covonant of
works from the new covenant of grace, nor old legal ceremonies from
Gospel ordinances; they muddle and huddle them together, confusing the
peoplo j they neither chew the cud nor part the hoof; like unto the
erminc tribo, they are claw-footed and carj'livorous; how many sheep have
thoy worried and devoured? (martyrs); neither can you trace them by
thoir footprints on the earth as tho footsteps of Christ's £loch. And he
must bo nn ll11sblful shepherd who knows not the footprints of a sheep
or an ox from the footprints of a hare or a fox, which are claw-footed like
unto the c((ninc tribe. "All ye beasts of the field come to devour, yea, all
:ye beasts ill the forest" (Isa.lvi. 9). Surely, they must havo boen as wild
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beasts of the wood that have hunted, worried, and destroyed so many of
Christ's sheep (martyrs). Such must have been the Pope and his bandogs (priests), and tho J csuits, Puseyites, and Ritualists; and what is
it they want now? All preachers that do not feed Christ's sheep, and
profit tho people of God (of whatever sect they may be), are not sent of God
to preach. An old lady in Staffordshire (when I was there) said she likod
to see her minister in his pulpit much better than she did out of it, because,
when in his pulpit, she could see neither his legs nor his feet.
Good walking, as well as good talking, are needful, if you would wish
to know the footsteps of Christ's flock, and to know tllo footprints of a
sheep or an ox from the footprints of an undoan wild bcast, a dog or a
fox. But young' Christians are not all so skilfLll, wllilo thoy hang in
doubt, and are jealous of Christ's love for thcm i not eloarly dolivcred from
the terrors of the law, their hearts may" meditate te1'1'or." But, whon
the Lord graciously delivers them from bondage, and tho Lord J osus eUlbraces and comforts their souls, to know and say, "My Beloved is mine,
and I am His i" and to say, "The King hath brought me into lli"
chamber" (the nuptial chamber); and to say, "We will be glad, amI
rejoice in Thee: we will remember Thy love more than wine. Thy 101'0 iR
better than ,vine" (Song i. 2). It is! it is! my best Beloved, I know it
is my dear Redeemer. God, I am Thine, and Thou mt mino! And union
brings on sweet communion, for true lovers exchange such Slveot, lovi n"',
and precious words one with another, as strangers know nothing of. Ihlt,
as a merchantman sometimes leaves Lis bride for a tim , so tl h av lily
Bridegroom leaves the soul for a short time, Lut to return again; and, ill
His absence, she cannot forget His love, nor the nuptial day. Ruminatin ,
she says, "Jl.fy meditations of Him sball be sweet: I will be gInd in th
Lord" (Psalm civ. 34} My own Lord! my Prince! my loving Husband!
my heavenly Bridegroom for ever! For He has told me, and. I believo
Him, that He will" never leave me nor forsake me." "I have loved theo
with an everlasting love. Therefore with lovingkindr..ess have I dra"'n
thee."
Moreover, every Gospel minister, called of God to the work of the
ministry, ill " a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing
the ,Vord of truth "-dividing flesh ftom spirit, law from Gospel, tho aIel
covenant of works from the new covenant of grace. And, as "faith om
by hearing, and hearing by the ,Vord of God," the hearers of th
sp 1
of Ohrist begin to know and to understand the same, and t
Ht nd
earnestly (not bitterly)~;' for the faith once delivered to the aints; and I
to ruminate, or meditate and chew over again, in tbeir minds, tbat wbi h
they had gath red in the sermon by hearing; and t say," l'hy word
was found, and I did at it; it was sweet to my in t , the joy and
rejoicing of my heart,s' eeter than the honey dropping fl'om the comb."
For, indeed, many dear souls, after hearing a G sp 1 sermon, njoy mol'
on their way homo by meditation or in retirom nt, tllall th y did whiI
hearing the sermon. And, when the Holy Oomfort l' givos th P W l' f
meditation, to inwardly digest that which th y hay l' nd l' heard, it is
ul, abov all the
exceeding sweet, nourishing, anc'1. comforting t th
sweets of nature in this life: "'rhy 1 vingkindn ss i botter thun life;
my meditations of Thee shall bo swoot." " I will be glad in the Lord:
my lips shall praise Thee."
But I must conclude, or perhaps be tediolls. The people of God (both
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minister and hearers) must be meditators on holy things. Paul, when
exhorting Timothy, said, "Meditate upon these things; give thyself
wholly to them; that thy pro lllg may appear to all" (1 Tim. iv. 16).
Meditate of the Father's groat and unspeakable gift, Jesus Ohrist; His
love, work, pre ious atoning blood and righteousness, substitution, mediation, and intercession: and on the Holy Ghost's work in our souls, the
Oomforter and Glorifier of the Lord Jesus. Moditate on all His past
love-token, asking for more. Meditate on death, for it must come; but
the Holy Oomforter can divest death of its bitterness, and sweeten it with i
Ohrist's presence; more sweet and pleasant than a young May morning
in our souls.
Jesus can make a dying bed
Feel soft as downy pillars are;
While on His breast I lean my head,
And breathe this life out sweetly there.
H Then when ye hear my heart-strings brcak,
How sweet my minutes roll;
A mortal paleness on my check,
And glory in my sonl."
H

Leicester.

A

,VATOHMAN ON TIlE WALLS.

THOUGHTS ON GENESIS.-THE SABBATH.
"And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified d: beeau.se that 1'n d He had
?'estedfrom all His work w/lich God created and macle."-GEN ii. 3.
How does the Sabbath-day, as here instituted, differ from the Jewish
Sabbath. The Sabbath, as here instituted, was a day sanctified, or set
apart for rest for all mankind; but the Jewish Sabbath was something
more, as we gather from Exod. xxxi. 13, alid following verses, where
we find the Lord saying to Moses, " Speak thou also unto the children
of Israel, saying, Verily my Sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a sign
between me and you throughout your generations; that ye may know
that I am the I.Jord that doth sanctify you." Thus we see that the
Sabbath of the Jews was to be a sign unto them that the Lord had sanctified them, or set them apart as a nation for Himself; and it was, therefore, incumbent upon them that as they were set apart as a people for the
I...ord, they should also sanctify God's holy day. "Ye shall keep the
Sabbath therefore; for it is holy unto you: everyone that defileth it
shall surely be put to death: for whosoever doeth any work therein, that
soul shall be cut off from among his people. Six days may work be done;
but in the seventh is the Sabbath ohest, holy to the Lord" (vel'. 14, 15).
In the 16th verse the Lord says it was to be a "perpetual covenant,"
" and a sign between Him and the children of Israel for ever." It was
also a type of their pIomised rest in the land of Oanaan, as we gather
from the 3rd and 4th chapters of Hebrews. But, above all, it was a type
through them to all believers of that rest whi~h remaineth for the people
uf God, even the rest which Ohrist has purchased for them in heaven.
Is tho observance of the Sabbath Obligatory upon Ohristians? Yes;
because Ohrist, our great example and pattern, observed it. As we finel
in Luke iv. 1G: "And He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought
Hp: and, as His cl/stam was, He went into the synagogue on the Sabbathclay, and stood up for to read." Besides being Divinely instituted by
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God Himself, it is the duty of all Christians, to the end of timo, to keep
one day out of sovon holy. A~ain, as I said before, it is a type of that
rest which romnineth for us in heaven, and which we should, as strangors
and sojourners, always have in remembrance,' earnestly 100king forward to
our home above. It shoulel also remind us of the rest in Christ now to
tho weary sin-burdened soul. "Come unto me all ye that are weary
. and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest." Our Lord's ascension into
. heaven on the first day of the week would be the reason of the early disciples adopting that day as their Sabbath instead of the old Jewish one,
because it would remind them of Jesus having entered into His rest, where
they hoped soon to follow anel inherit tho placo prepared for them.
" Father, I will that they also whom Thou hast given me be with me
where I am, that they may behold my g'lory which 'fhou hast given me."
How earnestly, then, should we long for that rest, and strive to obtain it
foretaste of it now by servinK..God in Hjs own appointeel way; namely,
by studying His blessed W ord,"1tncr-assembImg ouroolves together for His
worship, bearing in mind the words of our Saviour: ",Vhere two or three
meet together in my name, there am I in the midst of them, and that to
bless them."
But there is yet another question. What do we understand to be it
proper observance of the Sabbath? and which, I think, will be best
answered by Isa. lviii. 13, 14: "If thou tUl'll away thy foot from the Sabbath, from doiug thy pleasure on my holy day; and eaU the Sabbath a
delight, the holy of the Lord, honourablo: anel shalt honour Him, not
doing thine own ways, nor finding thiue owu pleasure, nor speaking thino
own words: then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord; and I will cause
thee to ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee with tho
heritage of J acob thy father: fer the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it."
Though these words were addressed to the Jews, they were written for
our learning; and they contain not only a precept, but also a promise,
and a very sweet one too, as the result of' obeying the precept: "Then
shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord." The Lord's service brings its
own reward. We shall likewise be fed with the heritage of J acob,
" Honey out of the rock," with "the pure blood of the grape," all the
sweetness there is treasured up in Christ, and which He has purchased
for His dear people. " He will satisfy the hungry soul, and satiate the
thirsty soul." And they that "wait upon the Lord shall renew their
strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run anel
not be weary, and they shall walk and not faint."
W.

SORIPTURE PROPHEOY.
How wonderfully is Scripture explained by fact! Tho Arabians, the
descendants of Ishmael, ontinue to this day enemios to the rest of the
world, and are robbers both by land and pirates by sea. As they have
been such enemies to maultind, no wonder mankind have been enemies
to t,hem, and that several attempts should have beon mad to extirpate
them. They are spread ovor a vast country, thirteen hundred miles in
\ length, and twelve hundred in broadth. N otwithstauding the opposition
\ they have met with, they havo from first to last maintained their independence; no conqueror has subdued thom; thoy still dwell in the pres nee of all their brethren, and in tho presonco of all their enemies. What
a striking proof is this of the truth of Scripture prophecy!
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DEEP SIGHS AND IIEART SEORETS.

)

OF the Lord Jesus Ohrist it is written, "IIe sighed deeply in His spirit"
(Mark viii. 12). Jeremiah said, "My sighs aro many, and my heart is.
faint" (Lam. i. 22). It is better to sigh than to lie. What a child of God
feels within and soes without often make him sigh. Jesus was a sighing
one, bnt He was never a sinning one. His people are by nature sinning
ones, and by grace sighing ones. They sigh at those things which the
ungodly sing of. A natural man cannot produce a spiritual s~gh. Sighs
come up from a very low place, and go up to a very high one. The sighs
which by the Holy Ghost come up from the hearts of God's people on
earth, ascend to His throne in heaven. The songs of the l'edeemed in
heaven are not more acceptable to God than the gracious sighs of His
tried people on earth. Those who are now singing in heaven were once
sighing on earth.
The" Man of sorrows," when sighing on earth, looked up to heaven,
where there is none (Mark vii. 34). Oh, for grace to do the same! None
will ever die the second death who sigh through the indwelling of the
blessed Spirit's divine breath.
The father of lies cannot effectually stop the true believer's sighs.
Spiritually.minded people sigh for liberty when they feel in bondage; for
~n, when they feel guilty; for peace, when they feel miserable;
for l'lghteousness, when they feel unrighteous; for strength, when they
feel weak; for.lightt when they are walking in darkness; for food, when
they are hungry; for water, when they are thirsty; for wisdom, when
they feel they are fools; for clothing, when they feel nakeu;fOi' safety,
when they feel in danger; for hope, when they feel well-nigh despair;
for lifting up when they feel cast down; for su~r, when they feol
tempted; for a supply, when they feol destitute; for heat, when they fool
cold; for softening, whon they feol hard; for quickening, when they foel
drooping; for healing, whon they feel sick; for encom'agement, when
thoy feel discouraged; for comfort, when they feel comfortless;· for quietnoss, when they feel tossed; for heaven, when they feel to deserve hell;
for salvation, when they feel to deserve damnation. They sigh for a
look from His all-seeing eye, a word from His mouth, for fellowship
with Him in His sufferings, for communion with God; for the
Redeemer's blood to cleanse them, and for His righteousness to cover
them. They also sigh to know if they are among the number of
God's elect, if their names are in the book of life, if they have the
spot of His children upon them. Oh, tho many sig'hs and cries of
heaven-born souls! Thank God for knowing anything abc}Ut them!
Oh, the high privilege of having a heaven-born sigh in the soul!
By God's help, let us try, and sigh on, my poor sighing brother, till the
Lord bring our souls where they shall flee away. Sometimes the souls of(
God's people seem without even a sigh. At such a time the Lord's
gracious presence is not felt to bo nigh. Oh, how the soul at times sighs I
for His blessed presence! Ah, it is this which fills up the aching void,
and makes the storm a cahn. He who sighs for His gracious presence
will one day sing in His glorions presence.
In Psalm xliv. 21', it is declared" He knoweth the secrets of the heart."
In Genesis viii. 21 it is written, "And the Lord said in His heart, I will
not again curse the ground any more for man's sako." The incarnate
God l whep. On earthl told His disciples what He was in heart: "I am meek
u
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and lowly in heart" (Matt. xi. 29). How little man knows of God's
heart! How much He knows of man's! He looketh on the heart,
searches it, tries it, and dwells in the heart of His people.
There are secret evils in a wicked man's heart. "An evil man out of
the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil."
The good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth
good things.
The evil treasure in the heart is the fruit and effect of the doings of
the first man, Adam. The good treasure in the good man's heart is the
blessed result of the doings of "the second man, the Lord from heaven."
The Lord knows all the evil devices in the heart of evil men, all the vain
things in the heart of vain men, all the foolish things in the heart
of foolish men, all the deceit in the heart of deceitful men, all
the ignorance in the heart of ignorant men, all the envy in tho
heart of envious men, all the malice in the heart of malicious men, all tho
murder in the heart of murderous men, all the adultery in the heart of
adulterous men, all the craft in the heart of crafty men, all the covetousness in the heart of covetous men, all the secret sins in the heart of sinful
men. Truly," He is a God of knowledge." We only see a little on tho
surface: He sees to the very bottom of all things.
There are secret likes and dislikes in the heart of a converted believer.
He likes light, and dislikes darkness. He likes truth, and dislikes error.
He likes purity, and dislikes impurity. He likes honesty, and dislikes
dishonesty. What He likes with the new man of grace, He dislikes with
the old man of sin; and what He dislikes with the old man of sin, He
likes with the new man of grace. The Lord knows these secret likes and
dislikes.
Then he has secret dispositions in his heart at times to confess sin to
the Lord, and to pray Him to cleanse him from "secret faults." Though
he is kept from public faults, he feels he has many secret ones. Whero
others see humility, he sees pride; where others see meekness, he, it may
be, sees secret anger; where others see consistency in the outward
behaviour, he sees many inward inconsistencies. How defiling are these
secret faults!
There is felt in the heart sometimes a secret shame at feeling so little
gratitude to the Lord for His mercies-a secret repining, a dissatisfaction
with almost everybody and everything; a disquietude, an upheaving, a
restlessness, a conflict. There are also secret wishes in the heart to know
, the Lord's mind about things, where one shall go, what one shall do,
, when He would have one to "stand still," "sit still," and "be still."
There are secret desires to follow. the Saviour, to submit to His will, to
hear His voice, to be washed in His precious blood, and clothed in His
spotless righteousness. There are secret disputes in the heart, one party
siding with what is bad, the other with what is good; secret aims, pleas,
and purposes, all of which are known to God; secret sorrows, burdens,
weights, sores, hopes, fears; pains, pleasures; bitters, sweets; depths,
lights; darkness, light; sadness, gladness; misery, peace; weakness,
strength; faintings, revivings ; sinkings, risings; battles, victories; contractions, enlargements; sickness, health; repentings and relentings;
barrenness, fruitfulness; hatred, love; unbolief, faith; discomfort, ease;
aches and quakes; wonders and blunders; dismay, boldness; storms,
calms; frowns, smiles; losses, gains; adversity and prosperity; flaws and
thaws; lamentations and tribulations; cravings and ravings; colds an4
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heats; clouds and sunshine; valleys and hills; breakings down and buildings up; 1 ann ss and fatness; order and disorder; drops and showers;
wanderings n.nd l'estorings ; cleaving and clinging; tests and rests. Many
dishon st p rSODS have objected having their houses searched when they
hn.ve had stol n goods there. What a great mercy it is to have "an
hon t h art," so as to be able to use the Psalmist's prayer in truth,
cc
0.1' h me, 0 God, and know my heart; try me, and know my
ill u hts; and see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the
wa~ verlasting" (Psalm cxxxix. 23, 24).
lhe child of God will feel, as the Lord goes on to teach him, that he
annot consent to many of the secrets of his own heart, so that in one
sense he will be from principle a dissenter, not merely from what is without him, but more especially from what he feels within him.
Tetbury.
F. F. //'

GATHERE

R

B F R THE LO

UN RY OHILDREN.

1.
n' lov in i saints must b tri d, the beauty and reality of which
always appears in the trial, and, as this appears, it may be distinguished
from the f.a,lse, feigned love of haris es.
2. Hungerings and thirstings n.fter spiritual provision are good symptoms of spiritual life and health.
uch hungry, thirsty souls, God has
promised to fill and satisfy. It behoves us to be diligent in the use of all
appointed means, Elvell though w do not experience what .we desil:!2,.-ae.e.i!~ we know not when Goa. the Spirit may come (Matt. v. 6).
3. Pride is an hungry foo; it will suck food out of every duty. Pride
can turn itself into such a multiplicity of shapes that it often deceives the
poor pilgrim, insomuch that ho frequently entertains his enemy before
he is aware of it.
4. It is good growing whon we grow mq,~·!L.QQ1;-of oonceit with OUl'&-8lv..es, more in love with J osus Ohrist, and more like Him.
5. Riches, health, and friends are great blessings. A boliover may
have all these, but cannot make up his happiness wholly in thorn. Another
lovely object, namely, a sinner-saving Jesus, has engagod his heart, therofore his language is, "My Ohrist is the Ohiofost among ten thousand.
Angels are glorious, and the spirits of dopartod saints aro glorious! yet
still my Ohrist is the Ohiefest among ton thousand. Was I deprived of
Ohrist, there could be no substitute; but, though every other blessing
were torn from me, my Ohrist can appoar Substitute for all."
6. A Ohrist unknown must bo a Ohrist unonjoyed; but a Ohrist unen- .
joyed may bo a Ohl'ist known. Though wo know a person~y not
always enjoy his pros nco; y t, if we knew him not, there could be no
do iro of onjoying it (Job xxiii. 3).
7. Thos things which tho Lorcl sets His people desiring aftor, and\'
praying for, lIo lws in reserve for them, and will, at the haul' appointod"
'
froely bestow upon them (Psalm cxlv. 19).
8. Oh, that sweet, charming, precious name, Ohrist! Oh, 11lat mystorious, indissoluble union, "Ohrist in you the hope of glory I" :For His
sake alono wo hope for the glory promised (Psalm lxxxiv. 11). Oh, that
unfathomablo word 'c glory! " how desirable to weary pi] grims! When I
by faith can realize it, desire saith, "Oome, Lord J osus, come quickly."
9. Head-notion is oue thing, heart-feeling is another. A man may I
have a vast fund of head-knowledge, connected with a wonderful blaz
u ~
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of pharisaic zeal, which may carry him a great length in outWU1'J auts;
but, while his heart, instead of having the love of God in it, is enmity
against Him, he is still where J ehu was-that is, in the flesh; nor hath
he anything but what the devil and death can deprive him of. A true
Christian hath a living 9)J.!j~_:with him. Christ is the life of his !Soul.
This life fills everysprritual facuny,~and gives birth to every spiritual
feeling. Men may destroy the body, but they cannot destroy eternal life.
This is hid with Christ in God. Nor can death find it (2 Kings x. 16;
Col. iii. 3, 4).
10. 0 believer, forget not that thy times are in the hand of thy God.
'When occurrences look black about thee, still remember that He is thy
Fortross, thy strong Tower of defence. 'rhine enemies can do thee no
harm; thy GoJ will cast them out before thee, and bruise Satan uuclor
thy feet shortly; for thou, even thou, art the blossed objeut of His
paternal care. He found thee in a desert land, He leads thee about,
He instructs thee, and He will keep thee as the apple of His eye
(Deut. xxxii. 10). All men and things are that unto thee which thy
God maketh them, and no more.
Thy watchful foes, who seek tby £all,
Shall fail in their design;
The holy Guardian o£ thy soul
Shall make true safety thine.
" Praise Him for every act o£ grace,
And trllst Him still to give;
Love Him as thy sure dwelling-p,laee,
And live as saints shoulcllive. '
A. P.
SlwrnbrooA-.
H

GOD'S SOVEREIGNTY AND MAN'S SALVATION.
" Then t't is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that
shewetlt mercy."-RoM. ix. 16.
THIS portion of God's truth deposited in the "rock of offence" (Rom.
ix. 33) is an undeniable and unmistakeable proof of Divine Sovereignty.
There can, I think, be found no passage in the whole of Sacred Writ
which lays down more clearly the electing love of God than this: "Not
of him that willeth, nor of him that mnneth, but of od that sh woth
mercy." Let us notice,
I. The great doctrine here taught.
H. The utter inability of man of himself to effect his own salvation,
however he may will or run.
HI. Objectors answ red as to the tendency of this doctrine.
IV. An exhortation to those who by the grace of God have been able
to make their calling and election sure.
I. The great doctrino here taught. Couched in these words there lies
a truth which we are unable in all its fulne s to comprehend-DIvINE
SOVEREIGNTY. God is a Sovereign; H doth what He wills with His own
-none in heaven daring to ask, le What doest Thou? whence this or
why that?" This prerogative of Deity was fully exercised and carried out
with regard to mankind in the eloction of some and reprobation of
others. " He will have compassion on whom He will have compassion,
and whom He will He hardeneth;" and therefore we assert that God
the Father, from before the foundation of the world, chose a number
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which no man can number to oternallife (Ephesians i. 1; 1 Peter i. 20),
which number can by no possibility whatever le diminished or increased. They were from all eternity inscribed in the Lamb's Book of
Life, to th praise of His glorious grace, while the rest were predetermined
in the mind f od to be left to perish as a just reward and righteous
punishm nt to thoir fallen, sinful naturos, to the praise of His glorious
justice. Those ohosen to be the objects of Divine love were not elected,
bocause anything more good and holy was foreseen should be in them than
in thoso rejected, but merely because He would discriminate. None
deserved His favour or His I'egard; therefore, those predestinated to
eternal life have more than they deserve, insomuch that they were children
of wrath, even as others; and those left to themselves havp- but their due.
The result and recompense of sin is death; a broken law justice will have
satisfaction for, and God in His inscrutable wisdom l)assed them by; and,
instead of a satisfaction being provided for them, they not being among
the number of the sheep, must fall into the hands of an inexorablo
ju tic. Although election took placo before the objects of its love had
a b ing, they w re born under the curse. Nevertheless, condemned ! ,
Y
alroady through the death brought on all men by the fall of Adam,
and for a time left to grovel in the rubbish of the fall; but provision was
made by covenant arrangements that a Substitute should stand in the
elect's stead, and for the elect only, to be the victim of the wrath of God
for theu' sin; this is how that great mystery is explained-a just God,
yet the Justifier of the ungodly. The chosen seed was a gift by God to /
Ohrist: "Thine they were, and Thou gavest them to mo" (John xvii. 6);
He stipulating to satisfy His justice and let them go free. Marvellous
10ve! incomprehensible grace! This stipulation was ratified on Oalval'y.
The atonement was for all whom God had chosen, although some woro
not then alive; but they were in Ohrist, and satisfied for by Ohrist, to oe
called by grace in the fulness of timo, of which more hereafter. 'fherefore, to sum up this head in 1'. few word, by stu.ling that the sovereignty
of God in choosing somo of His creaturos to eternal life, and leaving
others to perish, is a truth plainly taught in the VV ord of God, and fully
in this text: "It is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runnoth,
but of God that showeth mercy."
n. The utter inability of man of himself to effect his own salvation,
however he may will or run-for" it is not of him that willeth, nor of
him that runnetb, but of God that showed mercy."
In looking at this, we will notice one or two things1st. IVhy is it out of the po\l"er of num so to do? In Eden's garden
t.he will of mall was unilllpaired; and, when Adam was placed over all
created things, his will wa~ free; und, as long as purit.y and holiness existed, no r-stramt curbed it. Thore was the treo forbidden to be eaton" If thou atest of it thou shalt die; if thou restrainest from doing so, thou
shalt live "-the evil was accepted, the good was rejected, through the
free-will of mun; and, by this act, sin was imbibed, condemnation came
upon all men, the powers with the will became fettered, und man became
a slave. Thus it is that man has nopowe;lOaccept ~or reject salvation,
I;eeing- that that boasted power has now no liborty to act. "It is not of
him that wiltetll."
2nd. 'fhen how can salvation be obtained, or how is it dispensed? The
will, as tho ro~ult of what has just been stated, is antagonistic to the
,,-ill of God. As Adam chose evil, so do all maukind. What man is thero
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that seeks holinoss until con~t~ain~<LexDiviJ?-H Erace so to d~? N ono;
be he ever so moral; even if as uprIgHt as tlle young man whom our
Saviour mentions; for holiness can only be imparted by the Holy Spirit,
and is tho result of a changed nature; and, therefore, regeneration boingthe first step visibly in man's salvation, and that being entirely the
work of the Spirit, I assert that" it is not of him that willeth, but of God
that showeth mercy."
.
But another remark here. The Holy Spirit being the only Actor
in this divine work of regeneration, and the ~ means whereby
the mysteriOus operations of the second biI-th takos place, ow then, I ask,
can man come to God when he likes, and be rep ntant when he wills?
This is as much as to say that, although God tho Holy Spirit convicts, and
bring-s men out of nature's darkness, yet He is unable to effect that which
from all eternity was decreed according to the inscrutable wisdom of God,
until man is willing to accept-or, in other words, the Holy Spirit is at
the bidding of man. He may brood over a soul long, and have oft to
return disappointed, because of man's hard-heartedness and unwillingness
to be saved. I could quote numberless instances of the fallacy of such
tenets, and the Scriptures abound with passages condemnatory of such a
doctrine. Was Paul willing to be saved, and become a disciple of Ohrist,
when, on his road to Damascus, he was brooding over tho cruelties to bo
enacted on tho children of God ? No; 'twas not till met by God, and
detained by that all-powerful hand which defies resistanco, that ho was
.~J.willing; and, when MADE willin , how quickly wero the operations manif t
el)j., by the exclamationoiPau ,
hat wilt Thou have me to do?" He Im w
ll~Jhe had no power of himself, and he quickly asked the will of Him who
~~Y' ;o".had thus met him,
I ," ,
Then-man having no power in the saving of his soul, or any will to
act with regard to it-salvation must be brought about in some other way
-namely, by the GraCi of God. I have, at the commenceUlent of these
remarks, asserted the election of God in choosing those who should bo
saved, and also how Ohrist died to redeem that favoured number; so, you
see, that, even when not visibly belonging to the Ohurch of Ohrist, still
are they in Ohrist and virtually saved. The decrees of God are unalterable, therefore all the elect are at some period of their lives called by
grace; they kick and plunge and rebel against Him, but they al'
is.
And how soon is the soul subdued! sometimes by the hammer of the law
and the terrors of Sinai, at others by the cords of love; but the pow r is
irresistible' when once its operations have coli:imeD.ced. " He will po?leot
tile work." Therefore callin i a roof
ection; then it is the lava of
God is manifested; then IS the result of election visi1>le. "No man /
cometh unto me exoept the Father, whioh hath sent me, draw him."
0 v
the work of salvation is ef)) oted, not by ourselves, but by God. In is
own time He draws, and nevor allows to go baok (finally), nor ever
bj ots of His lava, alld
draws to deceive, simply because they ware th
because the precious blood of Ohrist was shod for them. "Th n who oan
ba saved?" some may say, Why, those that believo-the promise is to
believers. hth is ~rE!-.9l ich saves. "But, suppose I believe, and then
am not elect?" ---Sir, tJ:lat is impossI
; for all who believe savingIy are
elect: for, if such a believer was not an object of electing love, he never
would have believed, simply because saving faith is the gift of God, and
awarded to none but those who, from all eternity, were predestinated to
etemal life. Therefore, to close this point, man's will is subiect to the
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will of God; and, however a man may strive to win salvation, or however
he may run to obtain eternal life, unless the grace of God has been given
him, and by that grace has been a recipient of the new birth-so proving
his eternal election-will find his endeavours avail nothing, and discover
at last his dire mistake by falling ehort of the haven of rest-heaven.
Salvation is by Ohi:ist, and by Ohrist only. He is the Door; He is the
Way. Belief is the gate to the heavenly !oad. Ohrist. then, and Him
alone, is me sinner's RefUge. ".- -- IH. Objectors answered as to the effect and tendency such a doctrine
is caleulated to produce.
. 1st. They say it is a licentious doctrine, as having a tendency to beget
sin; on what ground I know not. Jesus Ohrist, when on earth, preached
it in the bud. For instance, the parable of the labourers, and in John xvi.
just before He was offered up; that expressive prayer, where He prays
for His Father's gift, the elect, and not for the world. But to pass on.
Paul, that great Apostle, who taught this vital truth in the flower; he
unfolded that which our Saviour had introduced; he enlarged on the
truth ostablished by the best and greatest authority, Jesus Ohrist, and
was he a licentious man? Did he sin that grace might abound? Did he
make Divine Sovereignty a cloak for his sin? Did he-because salvation
i8 not by works of righteousness, or the law, but by grace-sin? A man
must be beside himself to say so. Let the Apostle's writings be read,
and from first to last he reprobates and stigmatizes sin, and exhorts to
holiness; and, wherever he discovers a dep,~rture from the paths otholiness !t.~..c::Qg,<ieJl!ns it to the utmost ofnis power arid ability. I will not
stay to prove, but would refer such detractors of this doctrine to read
Oorinthians, or any other of the Apostle's epistles, and see whether he
encourages sin in any way or shape whatever. I could point out men, if
space permitted, from tho time of the Apostle until now, who have held
this doctrine, and who are unsullied and without a stain upon their
characters. Oalviu ospecially, by whose name believers in this doctrine
are called; his 11£13, if read, displays one continuous walking in the fear
of God, and a d~parture from holiness is condemned throughout his
writings.
But oven the departure of men from holiness, and giving way to sin
because they believe in the doctrine of election, is no argument against
the doctrine itself. The doctrine is good, but may be made bad use of;
and men may think they are elect, and, therefore, can do as they list
because tho decree is irreversible; and so it is: but let them know that
the elect make their calling and election sure. There are evidences by
which a true child of-God.' can know his election, even by the fruits of the
Spirit; and the gifts of the Spirit, through Ohrist, belong to tlie chosen
seed, and to all that are in tho covenant (which was framed from before
all worlds), and have their namos recorded in the Lamb's Book of Life,
have their gifts displayed within them, for" by their fruits ye shall know
them," and holiness is ono of the most prominent, thereby enabling each
of us to try ourselvos whother we are in the faith or not. Therefore, where
these heavenly marks aro wanting, and a man goes on in the ways of
dal'lcuess, following an manner of sins and iniquity, does but belie the
Word of God and his own conscience by saying he is elect, for he has the
devil's broad mark upon him. I know this truth has been espoused by
wicked and evil men, but that does not effect the truth or holiness of the
doctrine. If a man, under' the mask of religion, commits acts of sin iD.
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the church to which he belongs, does it follow of a necessity that
religion has a tendency to impurity and impiety? or because a man
commits sin in a chapel or church, is Ohristianity to be stigmatized as
holding out a premium for iniquity? Or, take another case, supposing
one man generous and good enough to start another in life, by providing
him with money; if that money is made a bad use of, and, instead of
using it as his benefactor intended, follows a life of sin and depravity,
using the money to advance and progress in it, is g'enerosity or money to
be condemned because made use of in tbis way by one? If this rule is
followed, everything which is good may be abused and put to a wrong
use; and therefore every holy and good thing would be stamped as
having a tendency to sin. No, those are tho elect who by their lives,
walk, and conversation. unfold to the gaze of all men the stamp and the
mark of tbe chosen of God. A licentious eye, libidinous look, and an
emaciated frame, brought on by debauchery and a life of sin, are not the
marks or seals of he:wen-that abode of purity; but, as I have said before,
are the marks of hell, and the traits by which sinners are distinguished
_from the saints. They are the chosen ones who live out and prove their
election in their lives, which tlley will do if they are so.
2nd. It is asserted that this doctrine has a tendency to carelessness and inactivity. It tends to neither; if any act in such a manner,
it is but a8igirthat they are just the opposite to what they assert, and,
instead of being in a fair way for heaven, are "in the gall of bitt 1'ness and in the bonds of iniqu.ity." True Ohristians are very acti,o,
and even careful lest they should be decoiving themselves, and are
ever examining themselves and praying for a trying of their roins, at
the hands of an heart-searching God, lest Satan should be docoiving
them with a false hope; thereforo, active Ohristians, watching Ohristains, examining Ohristians, and careful Ohristians bear the marks of
those chos8n in Obrist; and inactive, careless, lazy men, who excuse
themselves by saying, "God's decrees are unchangeable and irreversible, and, therefore, if I am to be saved, I shall be saved, and if I am to
be damned, I shall be damned, and when God wants me He will fetch me "
-such an one is drugged with the poison of hell, and is sliding rapidly to
perdition. These are the most prominent objections to this truth .. but
there are many others, such as that it is not in accordance with the
justice of God, and at variance with His attribute-love; that it is
making God a tyrant, and all-partial Being, and, thereby, in Deifying
Him, all these are flimsy webs, easy to confute. But space will not pormit
at this timo. Refutation of such blasphemies is easy work, whon we have
truth to oppose them.
IV., and bstly. An exhortation to those who have, by the grace of
God, made their calling and election sure. Profession, without a consistency of walk and bearing, is a certain evidence that the possession of
the one thing needful is lacking. Then, let Ohristians, who have" by
grace obeyed the calling'," walk soberly and honourably before the world,
as bright and shining lights in tho midst of a perverso and wicked generation;
may they be seen and known of all mon; may thoir pr fe sion be exemplified
in their lives, and men take notice of them that they have been with Jesus.
Let their belief in the mother c1or.trino, which is uphold in these remarks,
prompt them to live farther above tho worll ancl more in the presence and
communion of Ohrist. May sin be scorned by thcm-the objects of God's
foreknowledge and love. A sinless perfection I would not exhort to,
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because I know that such n. thing cannot be attained below-that state
only can be enjoyed in bliss and immortality-but a coming out from the
world, and not mixing with it any more than daily avocations require and
demand. Ohristians! strivo to live out your religion j let it not be a dead
letter, but a living fact. Oovenantblessings, covenant ties, and covenant
relationships are yours. Then seek comfort and happiness in these things.
IIoxton.
W. O.
"THE LORD LIVETH."
PSAL![

xviii.

How much, believer, do we sometimes find wrapped up in a few words of
Scripture. And, when our eyes are thus anointed with heavenly eyesalve to behold these wondrous things out of God's law, how each Person
in the glorious Trinity is endeared unto us! But we are entirely dependent on the Holy Spirit for these unfoldings, for the words may have been
frequently read before without interest, which, under His influence, wo
find full of glory and consolation.
Our text contains a declaration which all the infidels in the world
cannot gainsay. Nature declares a God, and conscience will bear the
same testimony. We rejoice, however, that, tQ. the believer, far more is
revealed in these words. They contain more than an abstract fact. That
could do us little good. True, J ehovah is the s\'llf-existent lliity, but He
has been pleased, in infinite love to His people, to live in new.=QQ..venant
relationships.Fith them. Thus, we cannot but connect with these words
tJlOSeOr'tne dear Saviour when about to leave His disciples, viz., "Because I live, ye shall live also." He }Yill not live in an isol.at~d mann.o-r..
No j He will live as the Husband of His beloved. oride, loving liiir ever
the same, cherishing her, pacIng His loft hand under, and with -His right
hand embracing her, rojoicing over hor as a Bridegroom, His love unabated, providing for all her wants, never wearying of her, but frequently
reminding her of His love, and calling for an expression of hers, sayinp;,
" Let me see thy face, let me hear thy voice, for sweet is thy voice, and
thy countenance is comely." He lives as a Father, providing for all the
necessities of His children, not giving t lem aIr-they ask for, but wisely
judging for them, and acting accordingly, for their good; His discipline
is not pleasant, but profitable. He lives as a Parent, combining the be~t
qualities of the tender mother and judicious fathcr. " As one whom his
mother comforteth, so will I comfort you." Thus His people shall never
be orphans. "I will not len.ve you comfortless" (margin, orpham).
Art thou bereavod of thino earthly relatives? Jesus, the Lard of hcavCll
and earth, of life and glory, the Maker and Upholder of creation, tho
Treasury of grace, liveth, and in Him are far greater worth and dceppr
love than cun be found in any other j and He, believer, is thine, with all
ilis fulness. Yes; He lives as thy Father, Brother, Hnsb:mc1, Frien(l,
thy Shepherd, thine Advocate, ever to. plead thy cause with skill in tho )
court above j thy Surety, to be a Substitute fer thee; thy Priest, to atone j
thy King, to rule over thee, and to subdue all thy foes who would hindr,!,
th~e in thy journey heavenward. All the endearing ties of nature may
faIl, but Jesus ever liveth to be a Substitute for all, while none could 1'0
a substitute for Him. We read that Bual's worshippers called upon tho
name of their god" from morning until noon," "but there was no voice,
nor any that answered j" and, though they continued to cry to him until
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the evening, it was useless. They called, not upon the living aod j but
Elijah prayed, and proved His God a prayer-hearing and answering God.
It is related of Luther, that, when about to face his enemies at Vv orms,
the powers of darkness beset him fiercely on his journey, and, in bitterness
of soul, feeling, like David, that God had" shut out his prayer," he exclaimed, "0 God, art Thou dead?" Soon he realized the truth that
"The Lord liveth," and is the never-failing succour of His tried and
tempted saints.
May these truths encourage our faith, that we may" trust in Him at
all times, pour out our hearts before Him," sinco " He is a refuge for us."
Bless the Lord for His words, "I am the Resurrection and tho Life." "I
am He that liveth and was dead, and, behold, I am alivo for evermoro,
and have the keys of hell and of death." " Amon."
A GRACIOUS INVITATION.
" Gome unto me, all ye that labour an(l (lire heavy laden, (m(l I will give
you rest."-MATT. xi. 28.
Too often we turn to our fellow-creatures for help in trouble instoad of
going' direct to the Great Helper. Too often we pour into the ear of a
friend our sorrow, and solicit his aiel and sympathy, while we forg t that
we have" One above (tll others" who is able and willing to help. And
yet we have heard and read His gracious words, aye, and havo lroved
Ri3 promise many, many times. When" Come unto mo" was first
sounded in our ears, and accompanied with power, did we not arise and fleo
unto Him with all our'sins-our weakness-and did we not find rest in Him,
peace through the blood, the precious blood? Ah, yes! And yet some of
us go on from day to day, bearing our cares and fretting under their
!weight, without once thinking of going to the Lord for help. Surely He
who has done the greater thing for us will do the smaller! He who has
"blotted out om' iniquities," and made us "new creatures in Christ;
Jesus," will also take our bm,dens from us, or help us earry them.
Have we a sorrow almost crushing in its weight-a sorrow too deep for
words-a grief, bitter in its intensity? Who so able and willing to comfort
us as Jesus? He was a "Man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief."
He was acquainted with grief in its bitterest form. Did not 0 w ep
over Jerusalem, and groan in spirit at the tomb of Lazarus ? Was not
that a woe, of which we can have no conception, that caused the Lor 1 of
Glory to sweat great drops of blood when in the solemn depths of Gethsemane? And was ngt that ery on the cross, wrung from ap. agonized and
broken heart, "My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken me?"
Surely Jesus can enter into the sorrows of His children. The voice that
wailed forth the cry on the cross still says, "Come unto me: I will give
you rest."
We need rest. Every day brings its own peculiar cares, its great and
its little trials. Oh, for grac , then, to ~ake them_tlL Jesus; nothing is
too great, nothing too small, for His notice. Are we troubled about
pecuniary matters? Are wo foarful that we shall not be able to "provide
things honest?" Jesus was poor. Be it ours to tell Him all about it.
Are we well-nigh heart-broken in consequence of bereavement? Jesus
knew what it was to lose friends. Some of those who had listened to
Him, and professed to love Him, "went no more after Him;" others
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"followed afar off." Bitterest loss of all, this tearing asunder of a
loving band; how must His gentle spirit have grieved over those pOOl'
backsliders. Be it ours to go aud tell Him our sorrows, to go to Him .
with our aohing hearts and tearful eyes. He will comfort us as no
earthly friend possibly could. Have we, like the dove, been flying from
the Ark, and seeking rest and satisfaction in the world? 'Tis no wonder,
then, that our hearts are sad. If we have once tasted that the Lord is
good, we find no rest, no joy, away from Him. The heart-cry of all the
Lord's children is, ever and anon,
" Oh, when shall all these wanderings end,
And all my steps to Theeward tend ?"
It is certain we can never understand down here what true rest is, but
we may enjoy a foretaste. Oan we not look back to parts of our life
when we were weary and sad, and were sweetly constrained to go to
Jesus and cast our care upon Him. And then was not our feeling that
of one who is suddenly relieved of a heavy burden, which has been long
weighing him down? Did we not experience a calm content, a deep
peace? Oh, then, if the Lord gave us to feel thus at one time, He will
again. Our Jesus is " the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever I" Be it
ours to go to Him with our weariness and our weakness; to tell Him of
our sori'OW and of our sin, and ask for healing power and pardoning love.
He will in "no wise cast out." How bright and happy would our lives
become were we enabled to go to Jesus continually, for He g£ves rest!
E. O.
THE HEAVENLY PILGRIM.
TIlE great Apostle of the Gentiles, speaking or" the vital union existing
between Ohrist and His Ohurch, compares it to a nuptial bond. 'l'his
idea, ever and anon, presents itself to the I'cader when perusing tho IToly
Scriptures. Tho prophet doclares, "Thy Maker is thy Husband, tho Lord
of Hosts is His name." And, again, "Return unto me, for I am married
unto you, saith the Lord." The Lord Jesus also compares Himself' unto
a Bridegroom. But in the Song of Songs this idea is most fully developed.
Here, under a figurative representation, we read of the holy and delightful intercourse which Ohrist maintains with His spouse-the Ohurch. The
sight presented appears to be so remarkable, that the bystanders exclaim,
"WHO IS THIS THAT COMETH UP :FlWM 'fill' WILDEIlNESS LEANING ON HER
BELOVED ?"

The present evil world is compared to a wilderness; and, as the children
of Israel had to pass through tho wilderness to the. promised land, so all
God's children, passing through the world, find it to be indeed a wilderness. Sin hal:l tmned that which was once light into darkness; that which
was once fortility into barrenness. Thorns and briers aro the natural
plants that grow here. The eye looks in vain for some cooling, refl'oshing
objod upon which to rest itself; but, alas! it finds that the whole world
lioth in tho wickod one.
This is an idea of dissatisfaction. Who is satisfLcd wiLll Fcarcity and
want? Not only is there want, but the very things we POS:iCSS do nut yield
real satisfaction~ Ohange and uncertainty are the charJ.clul'istics of every
tb.-ing earthly. W calth, prosperity, fame, and honour c,m Hcvcr satisfy us,
even if we are privileged to retain them. But how ma')y are up one day,
and down the next; and, even if we are not called to part with them while
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we live, tho hand of death, always threatening us, will eventua]]y roll us of
them, for tho Apostle tells us, "we brought nothing into this lforlll, amI
it is certain we can carry nothing out."
Tho world may also be compared to a wilderness, because it aboUl~dH
with enemies. All the children of God have experienced this. St. rani
says, "Hethat will live godly in Ohrist J eSlls shall suffer persecution."
And, though we do not live in persecuting' times, like those of the Apostles,
yet the enmity of the world towards true roligion remains unchanged. "Vo
ought to suspect ourselves if the world is at poace with us. Are we living'
a godly life? Have we given up somothing for the saJi:e of gaining the
world's esteem? Have we ceasod to have a tondor conscienco? Aro our
garments spotted with the world? 1\£ayour prayor be tJlat oftho Psallllist,
" Search me, 0 God, and see if there be any wickod way in mo, and load
me into the way that is everlasting."
Again, this world is a wilderness to a child of God, because ho onjoJS
so littJe of God's_pre.sence. Reaa the writinga of good men, and sec huw
they lament the brieCaiid rare moments at' undisturbed and satisfying
oommunion with their Lord. "As the hart panteth after the watorbrooks," cries one, "so my soul panteth after Thee, 0 God! My sOlll
thirsteth for God, for the living God; when shall I come and appear bofCJro
God?" "Now we see through a glass darkly," said the Apostle, "but
then face to face." Hcnce, the believer looks forward to tllO time when
he shall see bis Lord as He is, and know Him as IIo is known.
We notice that tho Ohurch is spokon of as comiu u ~ from tL wiltl 1'ness. 'l'his givos HS the idea of pilgrimag. T I1S word is not her hunt .
She is a stranger far away from her J,ord's rosidonoe. -'h kr.ows thllt
she will never partake of the bright inltoribnce of saints, oxcopt she travol
to the heavenly Jerusalem. lIonce, she is represcntod as coming up out
of tlle world-turning hor back upon it. Site has beon brought to soe
the vanity of its shows and its promises, and she desires a better rost, oycn
a heavenly one.
This does not mean that we are to separate ourselves, as the monks do,
entireJy from the converse of worldly people-to put our light under a
bushel. No. It requires us to be in the world, and yet not of it; to uso
it, and not abuse it. ,Ve may be quite sure of this, that the 1U0re we renounce the pomps and vanities of this present world, the more wo lj orno
like IIim who, when He had placed before Him, by the Prinoo f th
powor of the air, all the kingdoms of the world and the glory of' th rn,
upon the conel ition of falling down and worshipping him, said, "Got tlH'o
hence, Satan."
John writes, "If any man love the worlll, the love of the Father is not
in him." ,Vo live in dangorous times. The Ohurch and the world aro
so mingled, that worldly Irinciples are becoming adopted to the exclusion
of the maxims of our Lord. We f ar there never was a time when tho
description of the Apostle was so truly verified of a large number of the
professors of' Christianity, "IIaving the fOrm of godlineS's, but denying
the power thereof; Jovers of pI a. mo mol' than lov l' of God." "\V 0
need not observe how utterly thes thing aro ppo d to the idea of'
pilgrima.ge.
"No! wc must fullow in tho path
Our Lord and Savj ur ran;
We must not find :t resting-place,
vVhen He, we 101'0, had nOlle."
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In coming' up out of the wildorness, we notice that the Church leant
upon her Deloved. Solomon saj's, "He that trusts in his own heart is a
fool. Tl'llst in the Lord with all thy hcart, and lean not unto thine
own undorstanding." 'fhero is not a better and more delightful evidence
of being a child f God than this state of leaning upon Christ. Are we,
dear reader, I aning upon Him? Are we saying, If we perish, we will
perish fit Ris feet? If so, blessed are \Ve-for none ever perished, or ever
can perish, there. ,
'.rh·e wife of a godly minister, in her dying moments, had great doubts \ '
whethEr she should reach the city of the heavenly Jerusalem, and cried
to her husband, "0 John, I feel that I shall be lost at last!" " No,
no," replied the godly man, "you will never be lost." "Why not?"
said his wife. " Decause, Mary, if you wcnt to hell, you would be crying
for the LOl'cl Jesus, and the devil would never keep anyone there who
cried for Him." No place is so safe as leaning upon His arm. In
this weary world, how blessed to have a place of repose-to shut out tho
world, with all its worri s-to say with the I salmi t, "I will fear no evil,
because Thou art with me." ~'l'ouble and worry and injustice are enough
to drivo a man mad, without this Divine sanctuary. No pillow is so soft
as the bosom of Christ. ~'he Christian leans upon Him more and more,
the longer he lives. He leans upon Him in the hour of anxiety, and'
possesses that perfect peace of him whose mind is stayed upon Him. He
leans upon Him in the hour of mistaken confidence, when he that hath
eaten bread with him lifts up his heel against him. He leans upon Him
~ when doubts .and. fea~'s, on. acco~nt of his unworthiness, ~pring up like
J huge mountams m Ius gUIlty mmd. He leans upon Chl'lst when death
stares him in the face, and he feels that, without the Lord Jesus, he can
never trcad the icy waters of Jordan. His language is that of the poet:
" Hidc mc, 0 my Saviour! hide,
'fill tile storm of life b past;
Safe into the haven guidc;
o receivc my soul a.t last!"
Let us now notice tho interrogation, " Who is this that cometh up from
the wilderness, leaning u pOll her Deloved ?"
We reply that it is a symbol of the Church of Christ, which He has
purchased with His own blood, chosen beforc all worlds, and called in
time to a knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus. But, my reader, it will
profit us but little to know that it is tho Church which is meant in our
tcxt, unless we have ex.perienced, for ourselves, that we are members of
that blessed community. How important, therefore, that each should ask
himsolf or herself, Am lone of God's children? Have I been born again?
Have I turned my back upon the world, with all its temptations and
allurements, and am I leaning upon J esus-t£.lJ,st~ng wholJy--i~n His blood
und righteousness? If we are not, we are in the - gall of bitterness; in
'~the bond of iniquity; and, dying, as we are, where Christ is wo can never
como.
This question denotes astonishment. What can be more l'emarkable
that you and I should become partakers of this grace ?-that our blind
eyes I:lhould have been opened, that our stubborn wills should have been
subdued, our hard hearts softened?
•
" Why was I made to hear Thy voice,
And enter while there's room;
While thousands make a wretched choice,
And sooner starve than come?
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" 'Twas the Bame love that spread the feast
That gently forced me in;
Or I had still refused to taste,
And perished in my sin."

"Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to
His mercy He saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of
the Holy Ghost."
This astonishment is further increased by observing the intimacy subsisting between Ohrist and the sinner. It would have been a mercy
to be pardoned; to be clothed with the spotless robe of our nord's
righteousness; to be fed with heavenly manna; but, to be brought into
His banqueting house, to lean on His bosom, to tell Him all our heart's
desires and longings, to breathe all our sorrows into His ears, to cast all
our burdens upon Him; 0 what a glorious privilege! And, whilst others
may well cry out, "Who is this?" the greatest wonder is to ourselvos,
Who am I, and whatis my Father's house, that I should be made a partaker of such happiness? Let us observe here, that the grace of God nevor
puffs us up. It is the want of grace, not the possession of it, that makos
us vain and self-confident. For, as the poet has truly said,
" The more Thy glories strike my eye
The humbler I shall lie."
The question is also one of congratulation. What a reversion is in store
for the child of God! Hero we are, still in the wilderness. W may
enjoy much of our Lord's presence, but we have indwelling sin, as wen n
foes without. But the time is rapidly approaching whon our L rd Mcl
Master will say to us, "Come up higher," and we shall be admitt 1 t
His more immediate presence, and receivo the unspeakable welcom ,
" Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from before the foundation of the world."
To the weak believer this text is encouraging. Do not faint. Lean
more upon Ohrist. Never be satisfied till you can say, "When I am
weak, then am I strong." You, perhaps, are writing bitter things against
yourself; but, 0 cling to Him, He cannot be unfaithful!
I' His love in times past forbids you to think
He'll leave you at last in trouble to sink;
Each sweet Ebenezer you have in review
Confirms His good pleasure to bring you safe through."
E.W.
PRAY AND FAINT NOT.
the treaSUl'es of wi dom and knowledge are laid up in Ohrist Jesus,
together with all needful t mporal mercies hath He purchased for His
dear people; but these things l' quire asking for. The Lord does not
throwaway His spiritual bl ssing up n anyone, though He scatters His
temporal mercies with a pr fus hand, b th u on them that fear Him,
and those that fear Him n t; yot in spil'itual matt l' it is th diligont
soul that shall be made fat, and tho eo.m st s k l' thnt shnllfind. But
let us not be discouraged whon wo· d not g t v rything we ask for, sinco,
if our prayers are not answerod in on wny, and the way we think best,
they will be answered in another, and thnt oth l' according to Infinite
Wisdom. Let us, then, open our mouths wido for spiritual blessings;
and for all others we must ask in subservionce to God's will.
W.
~
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The Oltamber oJ Imagery in tlte Oli1Jh'clt oJ Rome laid open;
.An .Antidote
against Popery. A ermon by JOHN OWEN, D.D./Dean of Christ
Ohurchand Vice-Chancellor of the University of Oxford, 1652. Oxford:
J. O. Pembrey.
THE name of JOHN OWEN is of itself a tower of strength, and any work
emanating from his pen must be welcome at this period of easy-going
profession and abounding error. We had occasion to notice, in our issue
of December last, a valuable and judicious reprint of one of the most able
of his pulpit exercises, viz., "The Testimony of the Church is not the
only nor the chief reason of OID' believing the Scripture to be the Word
of God." The work now before us exposes and lays open the essential
idolatry of the Romish system, and points out the only true preservative
against its wiles and delusions :-" If so be ye have tasted that the Lord
is gracious." Those who have so tasted can never turn to the beggarly
elements devised by scheming or deluded priests, snares to deceive souls
and to cause them to trust in man as the Saviour; to trust in dead saints,
Virgin Marys, anything and everything save the one Mediator and Intercessor, "who by His one offering, once and for ever, hath justified them
who believe." The period in which our great Puritan divine lived, no
less than this our day, was marked by a strong upheaval of error; the
Popery of Archbishop Laud had found a congenial atmosphere in the
Court of Oharles 1. and his Roman Catholic consort, Henrietta of France;
Laudism, or, as we have re-christened it, Ritu(tlism, became rampant in
many of the nominally Protestant churches of our land; and,· although
the uprooting of the monarchy and the downfall of Laucl caused a temporary check, Popery and Sacerdotalism again raised its head on the accession of Charles n.; and to combat with the many-headed monster which,
like the Lernean hydra, grows two crests for everyone that is smitten, no
more doughty champion in all Biblical strength and controversial skill
than John Owen, D.D., and sometime Vice-Chancellor of Oxford. The
sermon now before us, we should judge, from internal evidence and from
the circumstances of the time, to have been delivered somewhere between
the years 1670 and 1680, when the open and avowed Popery of the Duke
of York, and the scarcely-concealed attachment of the King himself to
the same false creed, made all men fear for the future of Protestantism.
"The Chamber of Imagery" is full of spiritual teaching; it shows
how the decline of personal religion and the growth of sensuality, especially prevalent at this period, lays open the people and the individual to
the imoads of error, and leads to a false trust in that faith that puts
sensible objects in the place of Christ and the teaching of the Spirit.
The following, from p. 8, will somewhat illustrate our argument, though
the work should be read as a whole; it will ill bear mutilation, although
twice the length of many modern sermons : -

" There is much talk of a plot and conspiracy to destroy the Protestant
religion, and introduce Popery again amongst us. They may do well to
take care thereof who are concerned in public affairs: but as unto the
event, tl:;e~'e is but one conspiracy that is greatly to be feared ~n this
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matter: and that is, between Satan and the lusts of men. If thoy can
prevail to deprive the generality of men of an experience in their own
minds of the power and efficacy of the truth, with the spiritual advantago
which they may have thereby, they will give them up to be an easy prey
unto the other designers. And there are two engines that are applied
unto this purpose: -the one is ignorance, the other is profaneness, or sensuality of life."
Speaking of true Christians, and those having real spiritual life, he says,
in page 10:"Having a spiritual light to discern and behold tho glory of Christ, as
represented in the glass of the Gospel, thoy have experience of itstransforming power and efficacy, changing them into the likeness of the imago
represented unto them-that is, of Christ Himself; which is the saving
eflect of Gospel power. But this spirdual light was lost among men,
through the efficacy of their darkness and unbelief; they wero not ablo
to discover the glory of Christ, as revealed and proposed in the Gospel,
SI) as to make Him the present object of their faith and love.
And this
light being lost, they could have no experience of the power of divine truth
concerning Him changing them into His image. 'l'hey could make no
affecting discovery of Him in the Scripture. All things therein were dark
and confused, or at least seemed an inaccessible mystery, which they could
not reduce to practice. Hence, those who had got the public conduct of
religion drove the people from reading the Scripture, as that which was
of no use, but rather dangerous unto them. What shall these men, thon,
betake themselves unto? Shall they reject the notion in general, that
there ought to be such a repr'esentat'ion made of Clwist w~to the minds of men,
as to inflame their devotion, to excite their faith, and stir up their affection
to Him? This cannot be done without an open renunciation of Him, and
of the Gospel as a fable. Wherefore they will find out another way for
it-another means unto the same end-and this is, by making ~'mages of
Him of wood and stone, or gold and silver, or painting on them. Hereby
they supposed He would be made present unto His worshippers; that He
would be so l'epresented =to them, as that they should be immediately
stirred up unto the embraces of faith and love. And herein they found
sensible effects, unto their great satisfaction; for their minds being dark,
carnal, and prone to superstition-as are the minds of all men by nature
-they could see nothing in the spiritual representation of Him in the
Gospel that had any power on them, or did in any measure affect them."
Again, page 11:" And from small beginnings, according as darkness and superstition
increased in the minds of men, there was a progress in this practice, until
these images took the whole work of representing Christ and His glory
out of the hands, as it were, of the Gospel, and appropriated it unto themselves."
But we must pause; for clear, vigorous argument, as well as for real
spiritual teaching, this sermon well deserves the study of the men and
women of our day-when error and lack of spirituality prevails so extensively in Churches of every denomination. 'l'he study of the old Puritan
divines is a work not to be undertaken by the ordinary reader; but
wisely selected portions, like "The Ohamber of Imagery," are very
valuable at the present crisis, and, we trust, will have a wide circulation.
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Tile Led(lings of J)'ivinc Providence in Relat£on ·to Jol,n Bunyan McOure
lcaving A.~tstralia for England. Also a Mcmoir of the Trt'umphant J)eath
of Mrs. J. B. McDure. By JOHN BUNYAN MCOURE. London: Robert
Banks, 30, Ludgate Hill.
.
ONE of the many important verities laid down in God's blessed Word is,
that" wo know but part of His ways j" that, as He leadeth His children
here and there, as seemeth good in His sight, so they are called to walk
by faith, and not by sigllt. Not only to bystanders and lookers-on is tho
path by which many of the Lord's ministering servants, especially, oftentimes strange, and apparently contradictory, but to themselves more
particularly it does appear unaccountable, that of a sudden in positions
where they thought they were settled and established, and for aught
they knew to the contrary, they were to end their pilgrimage, the Lord
tells them, as He did Israel of old, to turn about again into the wilderness. As with the prophet, so with them, "The brook dries up i" and
then, at their Lord's command, they are to go hither or thither on His
service; but, let them be directed by His· Word wheresoever they
may, there His good Providence shall most assuredly nourish and
sustain them. We have been led into this train of thought through
the perusal of the little work above named. Our dear friend's (Mr.
McOure's) has indeed been a most eventful career; but it has been
stamped most significantly with the Lord's approving hand. His first
being led to Australia, and his being so marvellously preserved and
provided for there, bears the unquestionable impress of J ehovah's hand;
his return, we doubt not for a moment, to be equally of the Lord: but
this, in the judgment of many, will require time and events to prove.
Our brother must be content meanwhile to abide the Lord's pleasure for
the fuller development of His own mind; and he will do well to bear in
mind that Scripture, "Hast thou faith? have it to thyself before God."
Oreature efforts to make matters plain are generally futile. Explanations
not unfrequently serve to mystify rather than simplify. The Lord will
have it so. 'Why? Because
" God is His own Interpreter,
And He will make it plain."
Those who are familiar with Mr. McOure's history cannot but read this
account with interest; and we doubt not that they with us will rejoice
in the conviction that He who hath so abundantly delivered His servant,
yea, and doth deliver, will continue to deliver, nntil He finally calls him
to that rest which remaineth for him, and for all the chosen and redeemed
family of the Most High.
A. Selection of Psalms, Hymns, mul Spiritual Songs. By the Re". JOHN
O. MARTIN, M.A., Minister of the Oircus Ohurch, Portsmouth. Third
Edition. London: W. H. & L. Oollingridge.
WE are by no means surprised to see a third edition of this work in a
comparatively-short time, inasmuch as it is one of the best selections of
hymns with which we are acquainted. The book contains 560 psalms
and hymns, among which are many of our Vel] choicest. As an occasional
hearer at the Oircus Ohurch, we have felt the power and unction of these
hym,ns, sung, as they usually are there, to some of our good old tunes,
which serve, under God, to bring to remembrance many a Bethel-visit,
many a gracious interposition, and intimation and aSSurance again and
x
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yet again of continued and finally all-conquering grace. Whereas, on
the contrary, where the hymns are formal, the doctrines obscure, and tho
singing flighty and without feeling, how great the blank! how void of
power! What an absence of that warmth and dow and savour at other
times, and under the circumstances to which wo just now adverted,
realized. We cannot but strongly recommend this solection of psalms,
hymns, and spiritual songs.

======

MR. GLADSTONE'S EXPLANATION.
of Popery, I may as well say that I have met with no one who
is satisfied with the recent explanation of Mr. Gladstone in regard to tho
true import of his letter to M.r. Dease. Many are now anxious to see the
letter sent some time ago by Mr. Gladstone to Dr. Candlish, and which
also was communicated to Dr. Andrew Thomson, DJ'. Buchanan, and to
others. They are under the impression that either the secret was a very
small one, 01' that the letter must contain a fuller statement on the subject
to account fl'r the assurances then given. The dissatisfaction which exists
has been increased by the fact that a letter similar to that to Mr. Dease
has been sent by Government to the Governor of Malta, and lately reproduced in our newspapers, and by the change of policy which has taken
place in giving such a curt and imperfect explanation at present, instead
of waiting, according to the first announcement, for the meeting of Parliament. The friends of Mr. Kinnaird are not clear about his position
after the first admirable letter, in which he exposed the tendency of
Mr. Gladstone's policy; and, as great events are probably imminent on
the Continent of Europe, in which the Jesuits will no doubt attempt to
embroil this country for the sake of the Papacy, it is of much importanco
that the true position and principles of our Government should be clearly
defined. It is to be hoped, therefore, that the matter will still be brought
before Parliament, and. a full and proper explanation demanded of a letter
which has naturally excited the deepest alarm amongst intelligent and
earnest Protestants, especially after the recent blasphemous doings at the
Vatican. Still the discussion in its present form has elicited strange
exhibitions, even on this side of the Tweed. In discussing an excellent
motion, by Dr. Nisbet, in the Presbytery of the Established Ohurch,
Edinburgh, Dr. Wallace, who has recently made himself rather notorious,
ope:nly declared that he could see no harm on the ground of "religious
equality" in our Government giving a "handsomo sum" towards providing an annual income to the Pope! And yet every minister of tho
Established Church, in subscribing the Confession of Faith, declares as
follows: "There is no other head of the Church but the Lord Jesus
Christ; nor can the Pope of Rome in any senso be the head thereof, but
is that Antichrist, that man of sin and son of perdition that exalteth himself in the Church against Christ and all that is called God."-Confession,
c. 25, s. 6. The rage of somo in tho prcsent day is towards a liberalism
which ignores alike the lessons of Scripture and experience, and yet sets
up its own blind assumptions as evidences of progress and superiority. If
this tendency is not checked the country will soon learn its evils by bitter
expel'ience.- Scotcl. Oorrespondent of tlw "Rock."
SPEAKING
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SUBSTANOE OF A SERMON.
llY THE REV. J. A. WALLINGER.

(Concluded from page 189.)

Ill. WE will consider Noah's faith in building the ark. He prepared

1

an ark. Here his faith was evidence::l, and the language is very remarkable as a type of Ohrist. He prepared an ark to the saving of his house.
Why, this is the work of Ohrist, to save His house; no more, no less!
None but Noah and his family were saved; none else found admission,
none else could get in. Some, perhaps, began at last to fear, when the
rain fell, that N oah was right; that the warnings he had so long preached
were truth; that God was about to destroy the world. They began to
credit this. Don't you think they flocked about the ark? Is it unlikely
that they clung to the ark? They cried to N oah to let them in, but it was
too late. God shut Noah in. He shut them out. Vain their cries and
tears then; the Lord had enclosed that chosen family in the ark, blessed)
type of the safety of God's family in Ohrist. Shut in for ever, but the!
world shut out! No entrance, no access now! Too late, too late!
Eternally shut out! Who can open the door after the Lord had shut (
Noah in? None. It is all fixed now, the door is shut! The world that
mocked N oah, and despised his warnings, are now to perish; their time
of destruction is como! Oh, how many now in the eternal world of Ileverending torment have found the truth of this? "The door was shut."
Like the foolish virgins, how many at that day shall cry out, "Lord,
Lord, open unto us?" but He will answer and say, "I never knew you;
I never loved you; I never approved of you; and you never loved me,
or approved of my ways, my salvation, my Gospel. It is too late now.
Depart from me into evorlasting fire." Oh, how many in the eternal
world have proved the truth of all this, and are living in the horrors of it
now! Too late! the door is shut. No hope! hell and damnation for
ever and ever! Oannot you conceive, as the waters rose, that the people
called out to Noah to save them? That some clung to the ark till the
waters swept them aw'ay! Now, can you see yourself, like Noah, shut
into the ark, enclosed in Ohrist, encompassed by Ohrist, and therefore
safe from the floods of wrath that shall sweep away a guilty world? Oh,
how many of you havo neglected pardon, the peace of the Gospel, the
lovo of God shed abroad in your heart! Where did God find y4;Hi?
When did He find you? Where did you find yourself? "Oh," say you,
"I can answer that question; my feet were in the pit, the miry clay; I
was far off from God, sunk in sin, in love with the world, my heart at
enmity to God-there it was He found me." Aye, and some of you are
there still, I know; far off from God, in the pit, dead in trespasses and
sins, distant from everything gracious and hopeful. Now,_ God must put
a CJY into so.ur soulJo.r m_erc '; that is the way God be'ginstaB ow mercy,
and then Ho takes the poor sinner out of the miry clay. But that is not
all. He sots his feet upon the Rock; gives the soul a standing in Ohrist;
speaks home pardon, love, peace. 0, this is the sure Rock. The waves
may dash against it, and winds assault it; but nothing can l'each you who
are on that Rock.
x 2
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IV. But let us view Noah in his condemnation of the world. Oannot
you imagine how he was mocked and jeered by an ungodly world whilo
building the ark? You know the world was 1,600 years old. Navigation may have reached, probably, to greater perfection than we have
any idea. We cannot limit the degree of knowledge of that period of
the world's history. Hence, when Noah built a ship without rudder,
helm, or mast, and, while it was in progress, preached to the world that
God had determined to destroy mankind, and none could be saved but the
f.amily enclosed in that singularly-constructed tenement-vVhy cannot
you imagine what this called forth from the ungodly race around him?
But did this stop Noah? Ah, God's people will have the laugh at the
last. They shall have the victory. They shall sit down as conquerors
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. They will have the best of it then.
They have the worst here-as among the poor, the despised, the low, the
helpless-" for through much trilmlation they are to enter tho kingdom."
But, as it was in Noah's day, so it shall be at the end of the world; things
shall wax worse and W\lrse. Ungodliness shall abound, till the flood of
wrath shall follow up the great climax of evil; and then the fire of God's
wrath shall burn up an ungodly world. May the Lord bring you under
His precious teaching now. But how did Noah condemn the world?
He did as God told him; he built the ark, and that condemned the worl(1.
He went point blank against the world. He turned his back upon it. Ho
gave plain, practical proof that he was not of the world. Why, is it not
jnst the same now with every individual believer? Does not their life,
walk, and conversation condemn the world? I believe all God's called
people, who are made by grace to tread the narrow way, condemn tho
world. If your life and walk do not condemn the world; if your ways
and words have not this practical effect upon those around you, I would
not give much for your profession. If you have not been called out of
the world, and made to go point blank against the world; if your religion
does not make you press against the crowd, stem the stream, and pursue
the up-hill path, depend upon it you are not on Noah's side. God's
religion is equeezing work. God's religion is point blank opposed to the
world in every respect, and this condemns the world. The ungodly see
the life and walk of a. believer, and it shows them what they are not. It
betrays an influence-a power-they are strangers to. It tells of a peaco
they do not possess; and this condemns the world. 0, my dear hearers,
are you condemning the world? Or are you at friendship with the world?
Are you in unison with it, or are you condemning it? God's people aro
all Noahs in this respect-they condemn the world. One point more, and I
have done.
V. His heirship. He became heir of the rig'hteousness which is by
faith. Then it is plain he had none of his own. Said God to him,
Gen. vi., "Thee have I seen righteous." How? In Ohrist. Noah was
saved, as all the Ohurch of Gad are. "Ohos(;:l1 in Ohrist;" seen in
Ohrist; and standing in the righteousness of Ohrist. Noah's best work
was but a sRlendid sin; and he.had no confidence in the flesh, any more
than Paue J:J:e-sawnimself a sinner, and he needed a better righteousness than his own, and that righteousness was Ohrist's. "He became
heir6f the righteousness by faith." Now, so it is with those of you who
are partakers of the same faith as Noah. You stand in Ohrist's righteousness, not· your own. Vile, filthy, polluted, in thought, word, and
deed, what can you hope for from any righteousness of your own? Dam-
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nation must follow, for you have none. But faith sees the righteousness
of Christ, and the Spirit of God covers the soul with it; and, says the
Apostle, "We through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness"
(Gal. v. 5). Here is the hope of the heirs of God, who shall awake in
Bis likeness to be eternally satisfied.

NOTES ON PSALM XXIII.
BY THE REV. R. CORNALL, M.A., BRISTOL.

VEIl. 1.-" My Shepherd." Luther well says that /I my is faith's pos- 1~.{ll'V
sossive."
"Is my Shepherd." The verb is not in the Hebrew. It reads, "The "'IJord my Shepherd "-pa8t, pr~sent, andfid'U?·e.
On "Shepherd," compare Psalm xlix. 14, from which we leam that in
the morning of the first resurrection "J)eatll will be the Shepherd"
(Oll" mo) f those who have not, and will not have, tIle Lo?.,l for their I.' ,IJ "
Shopherd.
. .
Vel'. 2.- 11 Still wators: " Hebrew, Waters of Stillness, like the waters
of il ah, whi h go softly, and which do not overflow to destroy.
V 1'. 4.-" Shadow of death." Christ died. The believer faUs a8leep in r
Je8u8.
\
To Christ death was a dreadful reality. To the believer it ,is but a
8hadow. vVho would fear a shadow? 'The shadow of a sword cannot
]611. The shadow of a serpent cannot sting. The shadow of a lion cannot·
devour.
"For Thou art with me." Notice the change of person. It appears.;;J
that, as the Psalmist's heart warmed in his joyful meditation, instead of
speaking merely of the Lord, he is constraining to sp'eak to Him. No fear,
with the Lord at hand to succour. IC With me! "=E manue, God with
us in Christ.
Vel'. 6.- avid saw goodness and mercy throughout tho whole of his
life-goodness and mBrcy in the past, in the present, and, therefore, in all
time to come. Goodness had gone beforo (Psalm xxi. 3); goodness. and
mercy should surely follow.
Coteman translates the latter part of the 6th verse thus :-",And my
SABBATIC REST shall bo in tho houBe of the Lord ·for evermore."
In a note, he says, "I consider 'mill to signify My Sabbath, or My
Sabbatic rest; and to be identical with ufL!3{3aTLuj1ot; (Heb" iv. 9).
Bishop Horsley interprets the same words in the same manner in the
last words of David (2 ;Bam. xxiv. 7).
.
" The profane are all of them like the thom to be extirpate.d,
'c For they will not be taken by the hand,
"And whosoever shall approach unto them shall be filled
"With iron and the wood of a spear;
.
"But IN TIlE SABBATH they shall be utterly burnt with fire."
The Bishop oxplains this by referring to Heb. iv. 9, and adds, "BeautifuUy does tho torm (1'1~\V~) picture to our mind that time when ;God's
people shall rest from their labours, and th\3ir works shall follow them."
J

SANCTIFIOATION and mortification of our desires are the harqest part of
Christianity.
.'
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A WARNING VOICE.

" TnE pernicious press of our country is c10ing more to ruin the young,
than all our schools are doing good. Bear in mind that this pernicious
press (which is a weekl'lj press) is circulated by its thousands and hundreds of thousanc1s; whilst the press of our religious societies, issuing
what is called a purer literature, only circulates as a rule montM'Ij: so
that the pure literature of the lanc1 stands at a torriblo disac1vantage with
the impure. There is a great deal yot to be dono in reference to the
press, and I would ask how many of you ovor pray for the editors of the
press? When you are fast asleep, many of them are busy writing. I
have often been struck with the fact, I scarcely evor heard a minister in
all my life pray for the editors of the press; and, when you LeaI' in mind
the power that is wielded by them through the length and breac1th of the
land, for whom ought we more earnestly to remember in prayer than
those who conduct it?" The startling facts and plain truths briefly
recorded in his speech by the Editor of the British Workman, are calculated to arouse the dormant interests of Christians in behalf of what is
termed pure literature. When we take the impure, the sensational, and
the infidel literature of the day, and contrast with tp-at the evangelical
attempts to scatter a little good seed through the power of the press, wo
can but fall back upon Scripture instances where God, to show His
power, permitted the enemy to exceed in strength and numbel's the
people of God, and yet vanquished the many, and mac1e the few to
triumph. Blessed instances are given us in the Word, of the might of
J ehovah in subduing the foes that His people quailed bofore; and thus
made the little one a thousand, and the small one a strong nation.
But not only do we find much of the literature of the day immoral in
its tendency; but a flood of evil has been poured out through the press,
in the spread of doctrines calculated to infect the minds of the young
with unscriptural views of religion. Popery, in its unsuspected beginnings of ritualism, is introduced into the fiction of the day; and through
the imagination the young mind is caught and captivated. The romance
of religion takes the place of inspiration, and feelings are mistaken for
faith. Thus ready access is obtained through the senses to all those
who, ignorant of the experience of religion, are deceived by Satan to
worship an unknown God; and susceptible youth especially, soon
becomes the victim of the crafty and the subtle. Then comes the Broad
Ohurch, sweeping away all creeds, with the brave appearance of defiant
honesty and universal charity, waging bitter war with three great truths,
the Deity of the Son of God, the Atonement, and the Eternity of future
punishment. The Broad Church is a curious combination of Socinianism
and Popery. The Socinian gets rid of all Bible difficulties that are
opposed to reason; hence they reject the Godh ad of Christ, and the
Scriptures that speak of His tt'ue and propel' humanity are set in opposition to His Deity, and thus they get rid of the atonement altogether.
The Papist also denies the atonement, by making the merit of works
stand in the stead of the sur tyship and justifying righteousness of
Clp'ist; and the performances of the priest take the place of the blood
and: merits of the Son of God. The muoh-talked-of dogma of the day,
the non-existence of future punishment, is only purgatory reproduced,
with,out mo~ey and without price. Mon of the Broad Church sehool are
too clever to accept the old wives' fable of buying souls out of hell; a
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general jail delivery was a better bait, suitod to an age vaccinated with
infidelity. Declension from truth soon leads to error; and the inu.'oducc
tion in 0 the churches of the unscriptural doctrino of general redemption
paved the way for the very plausible l'esult of general salvation. "If,"
say they, "Ohrist died for all, He atoned for all; and if sin be atoned
for, what should hinder salvation?" And, truly, there is no getting rid
of this conclusion if redemption be general. That this school of universal
love and salvation is gaining ground the refined literature of the day
testifies. The high-toned rationalist and the gushing love of the moralist
lend their aid through facts and fiction to undermine the leading truths
of the Gospel; such as the Godhead of Ohrist and the efficiency of His
atonement; the Spirit's application of which to the sinner's heart marks
its speciality, and manifests the purpose of J ehovah towards those
who are accepted in the Beloved, and in due time are called by grace
to know Him. There is, to all appearance, no limits to the love of
the Broad Ohurch party, but this is incorrect. Universalists have very
strong antipathies, and their boundary lines are rigidly defined:
Oalvinism lS thoir detestation. Bring them to the point of God's
truth, and their love vanishes like dew before the sun. Errors of all
sorts and shades may find some quarter, but they are implacable
where the doctrines of grace are concerned, or the power of the
doctrines in the life and conduct are manifested. Vital godliness, that
is honest for God, will draw down the heavy wrath of those whose
charity reaches even to hell, and pleads fDJ.' the salvation of Satan.
In the Epistle of J ude we have a remarkable contrast in the final
condition of the angels who kept not their first estate, and are
reserved unto the judgment of the last day to suffer the vengeance of
eternal fire, and the people of God who look for the mercy of our Lord
Jesus Ohrist unto eternal life. In Heb. ix., the Apostle speaks of an
eternal redemption and an eternal inheritance for the chi.ldren of God;
but of the ungodly wo re::t,d, "No murderor hath eternal life ;" and our
Lord declared, "The wicked shall be cast into everlasting fire, and shall
go into everlasting punishment." But there is something beyond words
that critics cannot twist to suit their views-there is the whole scope of
Scripture, which distinguishes between two parties only, and recognizes
none else. Probationers in time for a condition in eternity. Our Lord
declared, "What shall it profit a man, if he gain the whole world and
lose his own soul?" How does this statement comport with the views
of those who assert that souls are released from hell, or never go there?
Our Lord declared of Judas, "Good wore it for that man if he had
n ever been born." Oan that bo applicable to any sinner who at last is
saved? Again, Jesus said to Nicodemus, "Except a man be born again
he cannot enter the kingdom of heaven." If Universalism is true, then
the work of regeneration, whi.ch qualifies a sinner to enter into and enjoy
heaven, must be experienced in hell. But such doctrines are only devices
of Satan to hide both himself and his habitation, while he allures souls to
hell. The mercy is that Ohrist in His suretyship engagements for the
Ohurch of God secured from everlasting the salvation of the elect. "I
give unto my sheep eternal life, and they shall never perish:" and another
Scripture gives us the reason. "He (God) says, Deliver him from going
down into the pit; I have found a ransom."
It is well for the people of God to be armed at all points in the present
da~ of singular religiousness. Popery, on the one hand, strengthened
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with all the attractions that allure through the senses; and Infidelity, on
the other, with widespread arms embracing every form of error, calling
evil good, and good evil; and, under the aspect of boundless love, beguiling unstable souls to the bottomless pit-" where the worm dieth not,
and the fire is not quenched."
Well may the people of God use their feeble endeavours to circulato
God's truth, and thus be made instrumental, if it is His will, to removo
the errors that some of His people fall into; or build up others in the
truth, so that they may be defended from the assaults of the enemy, and
stand fast in the faith once delivered unto the saints.
Where shall wisdom be found, and where is the place of understanding? is an enquiry that many make, and, like Pilate, who asked, What
is truth? never wait for an answer. The W orel declares, in the latter
days men shall give heed to seduoing fables, heaping to themselves
teachers having itching ears. But the enemy of souls has no enmity to
religion, so long as it is not a personal matter, and has not truth for its
foundation. When the Spirit of God lays hold of a sinner, brings him
into God's presence, shows him his need of Christ, deals with his conscience, and makes him feel the want and the worth of the Blood; then
Satan is up and doing. Every sort and kind of snare is spread to entrap
the believer, and the bait that best suits his taste, whether pertaining to
mind or body-whether· spiritual errors, mental misery or fleshly indulgence-each or all are set before the living soul, with one intentr-to
draw away the new-made believer from personal dealings with God.
And this is Satan's great aim, from the first breath to the last sigh, with
every child of God. Any amount of religion short of Christ in the
heart Satan can tolerate; but, when once there is life in the soul,
then the battle begins. Nor does it end when the peace of God is
felt in the breast. Solemn events in the distance, forms, extertl nals, and the like, Satan exalts into importance, with this one view,
, to take off the heart from personal inside religion~ Then, again,
various errors are presented to the mind, the judgment is carried
away, and the opinions of men are followed without asking counsel of
God. 'Fhen there are foundation truths that are in direct opposition
to the natural mind, which the enemy takes due advantage of, injecting
hard thoughts of God, or putting them aside altogether, as injudicious
and inexpedient, being obnoxious to the world, and therefore injurious to
the ingathering of converts to God. To keep truth in the ba kground,
and cut down every blade that crops up from a living, loving work of
grace in the soul, is Satan's ceaseless aim. Hen e tho substitution of
forms for reality, of natural feeling for faith, of outside things for an
inward religion: all this, in its various bearings, is atan's work, under
circumstances where it would bo vain to prosont gross sins, or the attractions of a pleasure-loving world. The pr ent do.y is eminently religious,
and here lies the danger.
atan is dress d in gown and bands so to
. speak, pleads for good works and moral improvement, extensive benevolence and boundless love, so that a poor ohild of God becomes bewildered
with all this appearance of sanotity, and can only say, "Jesus I know, and
Paul I know, but who are ye? " But, while we desire to warn the saints
of God with regard to the many devices ofSatan to undermine God's truth
and the work of; grace in the soul, we fall baok upon the' only secure resting-place, the unalterable conditions of the everlasting covenant, " ordered
in all things, &~q ~ure/' whereby God's elect, chosen in Christ before all
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worlds, are called, kept, and finally brought to glory; and if, through
infirmity of the flesh and the power of Satan, they fall, the covenant of
grace secures that they shall not be utterly cast down, for the Lord upholdeth them. Thus all th saints shall havo cause to say-" kept by the
power of God, through faith, unto salvation."
L.
THE FOUNTAIN FOR SIN AND UNCLEANNESS.
" In that clay there shall be a Fountain opened to tlte house of IJavid and to
inltabitants of Jerusalem for s~'n and for uncleanneSS."-ZECH. xiii. 1.
ONE great design of the inspired Word of God is to show man the sinfulness of his nature, the depravity and deceitfulness of his heart, his constant
disobedience to God's holy law, and the consequent condemnation thereby
resting upon him. In Isaiah liii. we read, "All we like sheep have gone
astray: we have turned everyone to his own way." David, in Ps. xiv. 1,
says, "They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, thero is none
that doeth good;" and St. Paul, in his Epistle to the Romans, viii. 7,
tells us, "The carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to
the law of God, neither indeed can be." And, though this teaching is
sorely repugnant to man's feelings of pride, though he may rebel under
the discipline, still this is the first and most difficult lesson which -every
child of God must learn under the gracious teaching of God the Spirit.
Having been taught this lesson, an inexhaustible store of comfort and
consolation is opened out to him; having been stripped of the filthy rags
of his own righteousness, -he is clothed with the spotless robe of the
righteousness of Christ, and brought to see the guiltiness of his heart in
the sight of a holy God; he is led to the Fountain open for sin and for
uncleanness, whilst he is so overwhelmed with the dying love of Christ
that he sings" E'er since by faith I saw the stream
Thy flowing wounds supply,
Redeeming love has been my theme,
And shall be till I die."
Here is the source of every blessing and every consolation by which the
child of God is upheld and strengthened in his journey through this vale
of tears; and, whilst Zechariah could only look forward with joyous anticipation to the fulfilment of his glorious prophecy, we can look back with
feelings of inexpressible gratitude to the accomplished fact, taking up the
language of St. John, "Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our
sins in His own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God and
His Father; to Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen."
Poor sin-burdenod soul, then, take courage. Dost thou feel that thy
sins are not only more in number than the hairs of thy head, but are also
of the darkost hue? "Though thy sins be as scarlet they shall be as
white as snow; though they be red like crimson they shall be as wool."
Art thou loathing thyself on account of thy defilement and uncleanness?
Thero is a Fountain open for sin and for uncleanness, to which thou
shalt ere long be brought, and in which thou shalt be washed from all thy
guilt.
•
In the consideration of this subject we are led to look upon the whole
economy of God's grace; and first let us look at the origin of t'his Fountain, the eternal, everlasting love of God the Father. The fallen state of
man, his disobedience to God's law, which brought" death into the world
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and all our woe," were all foreseen by the omniscient mind of Jehovah
the Father; and hence the exhibition of His unbounded love and grace
in devising a means by which His children might be brought back to His
bosom, whose sins had separated them from Him. "But now in ClU'ist
Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the bloo(l of
Ohrist" (Eph. ii. 13).
"Hail, sovereign love, that first began
The scheme to rescue fallen man;
Hail matchless, free, eternal grace.
That gave my soul a hiding-place."
And next let us notice the love of God the Son, in condescending to
leave His heavenly throne to bear all the wrath of an offended God
instead of, and on behalf of, His people, and, by His su:ITerings and death,
to open the fountain for sin and uncleanness. And oh the su:ITerings and
the humiliation the Lord of life and glory underwent to this end! " He
took upon Himself our nature; He became obedient unto death, even
the death of the cross." "He was despised and rejected of men, a man
of sorrows and acquainted with grief." Let us take a glance at Him in
the garden of Gethsemane; and, surely, the sight ought to prostrate us
with overwhelming grief and sorrow, when we see the Just and Holy
One so burdened with the load of our sins, that while He " sweats as it
were great drops of blood falling down to the ground," in the most
intense agony of soul, He beseeches His Heavenly Father, "If Thou bo
willing, remove this cup from me; nevortheless, not my will, but Thino,
be done." And then to behold Him hanging on the accursed tree, forsaken by His earthly friends, and, above all, by His Heavenly Father;
and to hear that heart-rending cry, " My God, my God, why hast Thou
forsaken me?" He bore all this in order that a fountain might be
opened in which His people might be washed from their sins and iniquities.
And next we have to notice ,the love of God the Holy Ghost, in completing the work of salvation by quickening those who are dead in trespasses and sins; in convincing the children of God of their lost and
ruined condition, and leading them to the fountain of Ohrist's blood, in
order that they may be freed from the guilt and dominion of sin, be 0010
accepted in the Beloved, and consequently freed [from tho cond mnnti Jl
of the law. " There is, therefore, now no condemnation t thom that r
in Ohrist Jesus; who walk not after the flesh, but aft rth pirit."
11,
how shall we express our thankfulness for the exhibition of suoh infinito,
unbound d love? shall any sacrifice be too great--shall any words of
gratitude expross the feelings of our hearts? Nay,
H W l'
the whole realm of nat,ure mine,
That w re a present far too small ;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all."
Have. we been led to soe our sinfulness and need of Ohrist's precious
blood? Then by our daily lil; we shall show how it is our earnest desire
to abstain from that sin whi h is 80 hat ful in God's sight, and which
caused our adorable Redeemer su h in nse souow and suffering. Our
constant aim will be to walk as becoOl th od's ohildren, adorning the
doctrine of Ohrist in all things, and sh ing fOI·th the praises of Him
ho hath loved us and done such great thing for UB.
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TEAOH ME TO LIVE!
TEACH mc' to liv! 'Tia I1si l' far to
dieGently I1nd ail ntly to pass MvayOn earth's 1 ne. night to 1 a the
heavy y,
And waken in the realms of glo.
ri ua day,
'l'each me that harder lesson-how to
lilJe,
To seL've Thee in the darkest paths
of life;
Arm me for conflict now-fresh vigour
give,
And make me more than conqueror
in the strue.
Teach m to liv !-Tby pmpose to
fulfil:
Bright £01' Thy glory let my taper
shine!
Each day renew, re· mould this stub·
born will:
Closer round Thee my heart's affec·
tions twine.
Teach me to live for self and sin no
more;
But use the time remaining to me
yet,
Not mine own pleaslU'e seeking, as
be£ore-'
Wasting no precious hours in vain
regret.

ARMINIANISM.

T aeh me to live! No idler let
me be,
But in Thy service hand and heart
employ;
Pl'epared to do Thy bidding che~r'
fullyBe this my highest and my holiest
joy.
Teach me to live I-my daily cross to
bear;
Nor murmur though I bend beneath
its load.
Only be with me. Let me fecI Thee
ne:1r:
Thy smile sheds gbdness on the
darkest road,
Teach me to live !-:1nd find my life
in TheeLooking from earth and e:1rthly
things away;
Let me not falter, but untiringly
Press on ; and g:1in new strength
and power each day.
Teach me to live I-with kindly words
for a11Wearing no cold, repulsive brow of
gloom;
Waiting, with cheerful patience, till
Thy call
Summons my spirit to her he:1Venly
home.

By THE LATE REV. W. PARKS.

SATAN was the first Arminian. Poor Adam was tempted to become one,
He thought to be as God; and when lielell, his Arminianism stuck to
him, for he covered himself with fig-leaves to hide his nakedness, just as
Arminians in the presep.t day cover themselves with works of their own
devising to fit them for God's company. Pharaoh was an Arminian, for
he callod in question the right of J ehovah to do according to His will"Who is tho Lord that I should obey Him?" was the impertinent
enquiry of this blasphemer. Balaam was an Arminian in his heart,
though a Oalvinist in his head. -ne did his very best to go counter to
God's will. He would have reversed the decrees of J ehovah, but ho
could not, itnd was constrained to confess the sovereignty of God. (See
Numb. xxii. 18, xxiv, 13.) Felix and Agrippa were both ArriLinians;
they thought they had the power to turn and repent, and be what
they liked whenever they wished: but enough to show you the antiquity
of the Cl'oed. Every man is an Arminian by nature, it must needs be" We are as far as possible fallen from Original Righteousness;" and, of
course, unless regenerated~ DiUSf'pe at enmity with God;amrgo directly
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contrary to His ways and will. Natural reason says-It is unjust of
God to do aught that appears unjust to men; it is absurd in God to
expect us to believo anything that seems to bo contrary to the reason lIe
has given us. But the Calvinist and spiritual man humbly confesses,
this appears unjust to natural sense; but then God has said,' "My ways
are not as your ways, my thoughts are not as your thoughts." This is
contrary to you, and above reason; but then reason is depraved by tho
Fall. And" Shall not the God of all the earth do right?"

DIVINE FAITHFULNESS AND ALL·SUFFICIENCY IN
AFFLICTION AND TROUBLE.
To the Editm' of the Gospel Magazine.

DEAlt BllOTHElt,-Your timely hint given in the last month's number
was lovingly taken by a few friends here, who, for the truth's sakenever having seen Mr. Ormiston, but feeling unity with him in tho
Gospel that he loves and preaches-were glad to show their sympathy
with him after the good old fashion you recommended. The acknowledgment for so small a favour was so sweet, that one of the friends 111' posed it should be Eent to you, and thus follow the example of tho
ancient patriarch-not eat our morsel alone. It may serve to enc urag
the sinking faith of some dear child of God as to the all-sufficiency of
J ehovah to provide for the wants of His people both temporal an 1
spiritual.
Yours in Gospel bonds,
A. B. H.
Combe Wood, Bonehurcll, Isle of W£ght.
My SISTEll, DELOVED IN TIlE LORD,~ Weep not for me, for the consolations of the living Spirit are a]:mndant. Rather rejoico, for by the things
of which you so sympathizingly write men live, and in all these things is
the life of my spirit. A thousand thanks for the fruit f y ur I v , and
that of others of the saints whom I have no~ seen in th 11 h. T 11 that
dear soul you specially mention that I deeply feel her sist l'ly l' gard, and
pray that the God of our salvation may be pleased to grant h r in th
midst of her trials such tokens of covenant good as I have been indulged
to enjoy. Rich indeed has been the mercy which Jehovah-Jesus has
poured out upon this poor parched soul of mine. Blessed be His namo
for all His dealings, crooked as well as straight. In the Lord I remain,
Affectionately yours,
J. ORMISTON.

A

SANCTIFLCATION is difficult and myste1'ious. The new creation does not
\ drive out the old-they visit togeth I' unto the end. There is a restless
I conflict until death release us into th
glorious and full liberty of the
children of God. But the conflict is gr at, £ r if all besetting sins seem
subdued, and all entanglements escaped, th r ometimes arises a spirit
i of proud independence and self-sufficiency, as hateful in God's sight, and
requh'ing painful discipline to subdue them.
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civil war in France still continues with unabated ferocity. Sometimes one party claims to be victorious, and sometimes the other, whilst
the condition of the whole cOlllltry is most lamentable. As the Times
observes: ,,'With every day that passes the abyss of misery into which the
disasters of the Seven Months' War have plunged the country is rapidly
widening and deepening. There is at this moment no real Government,
and, 'what is worse, no faith in the stability of anything, no settled preference for any principle or institution, no disposition to lend either
material or moral support to any of the contending parties, but only a tooapparent readiness to wait on the issue of the contest, to make common
cause with the conqueror, b.e it Paris or Versailles-Thiers or Oluseret.
Peace was to bring on disarmament, but now Versailles is mustering
150,000 men under the standards. The 400,000 now on their way back
from Germany, Belgium, and Switzerland, who were expocted to be sent
to thei.r hom s, bringing their stalwart arms in aid of the productive
forces of the country, are caught at the frontier on setting fOQt on the
French territory. All these men have to be clothed and equipped from
head to foot, regardless of expense; for an army is wanted to reconquer
Paris, besides garrisons for Lyons, for Marseilles, for Algeria-an army
as large as France ever had, only less compact and efficient. But there
is, besides, another army, a larger army, the German army, 400,000 men
strong, to be provided for, to be fed on better terms than what is considered fair French allowance-the soldiers no longer billeted upon the
citizens, but entertained at the charge of the Public Treasury, at a cost
which has been computed at little less than £40,000 daily. All this over
and above the crushing war indemnity, of which the first instalment of
£20,000,000 is not yet forthcoming, und over and above the liquidation of
the hardly less enormous liabilities incurred by France herself as war
expenses.' ,

TilE

INCIDENTS OF TilE CIVIL WAR.

"At break of day the Versailles troops attacked the redoubt at Ohatillon. The Government forces advanced, the butt-end of their rifles in
the air. The Oommunists, beforehand expectant of defection on the part
of the Line, joyfully interpreted this as the confirmation of their hopes.
Without fear they saw the Government troops coming onwards; they even
advanced to meet them. They were terribly undeceived. Allowed to
approach unassailed, the Government troops took full advantage of their
closeness to the insurgents. In a moment they raised their guns, and sent
a full volley into the ranks of the Oommunists. The fire, coming from so
short a distance, was, of course, terribly effective; the advancing National
Guards, in stupefaction, turned back precipitately, quickly followed by the
Government troops, who, after a bricf but brisk engagement, succeeded
in taking the redoubt."
"On Saturday afternoon I saw several shells pass over Suresnes
and explodo on the glacis of Mont Valerien. They came frolll the new
battery erected by the insurgents on the Trocadero. Some fell into
Suresnes also. Two of them explocled in the Mairie, one killing a child
five years of age and wounding its lllother. A fragment of another shell
struck a lllan, who was dangerously wounded. At the urgent entreaty of
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the women of Colombes and Argenteuil, the Prussian commanding officer,
Sannois, has sent patrols to the neighbourhood of those villages. These
poor creatures begged to see the officer, and with cries besought his protection against a band of insurgents, whose exactions and cruelties they
represented as intolerable. They said, 'Our houses are pillaged, our
little property is taken, and our husbands are forced away, those who refuse being killed or wounded.' "
" The Government troops appear to have achieved a decisive success at
Asnieres. The attack, which took place on Monday, was the most serious
one that the Republicans have sustained since the commencement of the
civil war. We are told that first of all showers of shells fell upon them;
that then their right was turned by a body of rogulars from St. Gel'main,
by way of Bezons; and that when the musketry and mitrailleuses opened
upon them they turned tail and ran away. Hundreds of men, in the
blindness of their panic, flung themselves headlong into the river without
taking off their pouches, which woro filled with cartridges, and 'the
weight dragged them down, and they perished miserably.' The bridge
of boats was thronged with men, 'when, to their horror and utter destruction, their leaders on the right bank had the moorings cut, and thus a
couple of thousand were drowned or taken prisoners.' Hundreds got
over to the right bank by the railway bridge, 'huddled together liko a
flock of sheep,' and the mitrailleuses of the Versailles troops 'knockod
them over by scores.' "
,The Cathedral of Notre Dame, in Paris, has been pillaged; and the
Pantheon has been transformed into a monument to the memory of great
men; the Roman Catholic Priests, also (to tbe number, it is said, of 300),
have been taken prisoners, and treated very harshly. This is rather
remarkable, for, at the Revolution of lti48, the priests were decidedly
popular; and, during the late war, they have been most assiduous in
their efforts to succour the wounded and to console the dying; perhaps
their close connexion with the Bonapartist dynasty has had something to
do with it; but it seems as.if Roman Catholicism is rapidly losing its
hold upon the people.
The Pope has ventured to do two public actions, which are likely to
prove most inimical to the interests of his Church. In the first place, he
has excommunicated one of the most learned and eminent men belonging
to his Church, Dr. Dollinger, of Munich, because he opposes the doatrino
of the infallibility; and, in the second place, he has raised to higher
authority than ever before claimed, a "Saint," of whom he ought to
have been utterly ashamed, for his writings are abominable, and they
afford the strongest proof of the vileness and wickedness of Romanism.
This "Saint "-Alphonsus Mary di Liguori-the Pope has made a
Doctor of the Church. "On the 23rd instant," the Tablet says, "the
Holy Father was pleased solemnly to declare S. Alphon~us Mary di
Liguori a Doctor of tho Church. Some 800 or 900 Bishops had petitioned
the Holy See to raise the name of S. Alphonsus to this dignity. This
saint has been the most marked antagonist of J ansenism in modern days.
His theology is accepted and studiod throughout the whole Church. He
has enriched the Church with a standard of moral theology." Concerning
the first transaction-or, rathor, Dr. Dullingor's part in it-the Tz'mes
observes :-" Nothing but tho audacity of blindness can have impolled
tho Roman Church, at this crisis in Europoan history, to proclaim
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formally this monstrous proposition. It is a matter for the utmost satisfaction that the rebellion should be headed by so grave and venerable a
name as that of Dr. Dollinger. The revolt is far more likely to lead to
solid and sobor results. We heal' that the King of Bavaria lends his
support to the opposition, that he has hitherto withheld his consent to
the promulgation of the dogma in his kingdom, and that he publicly
expresses his confidence in Professor Dollinger. The course of the
struggle is anxiously watched at Vienna, and the inhabitants of the
Catholic towns of Southern Germany are expressing their sympathy with
the renowned theologian. A protest thus initiated, thus deeply founded
in the nature of the people and in the circumstances of the moment, and
thus powerfully supported, cannot end in the mere secession of a few
priests and Doctors of Divinity. The prospect is so momentous that ono
hesitates to speculate on its final consequences. We may be on the evo
of a schism similar in importance to that of the fifteenth century, and
we may possibly see the birth of a new religious system, or the resuscitation of an old one, which will ultimately solve the perplexities of
those races which can neither endure the incurable corruption of Roman
Catholicism nor adapt themselves to the forms of distinctive Protestantism."
It is stated that, since his excommunication, Dr. Dollinger has received
an address from the professors of the University of Rome, in which they
avow their unqualified acceptance of his views, and offer their best wishes
for the triumph of his cause, which they say " is also ours and that of the
whole of Christiau civilization."
In reference to the second action, we may quote the following statement from the Rock. Speaking of the standard of theology which tho
afore-mentioned "Saint" has presented to Rome, it says-It Such a
standard! A standard such that English law-in the interests of public
decency-forbids it to bo exposed to the public eye. English subjects are
imprisoned, in their own country, like common felons, for no other crime
than that of giving publicity to the 'moral' theology with which a
Romish saint has 'enriched' the Roman Church. For imagining, for
expressing, and for inculcating, a theology so filthy as to be judged by
English decency worthy only of Holywell Street, Alphonsus di Liguori is
made first a 'saint' and then a "doctor.' For showing this, George
Mackey is thrown into Winchester gaol. And yet the Church of Rome,
by the concurrent voice of its very highest authorities, has awarded to
this same theology the very highest praise, and pronounced that in an
the works of St. Alphonsus there is 'not onc Ulord worthy of censure!' "
When an attempt was made some years ago to introduce the PI'isou
Ministers' nill into Parliament, ono of the strongest arguments in its
favour was, that it was quite voluntary; that it ouly gave the magistrates
di8cretionary power to appoint paid Roman Catholic chaplains in certain
cases where they were considered desirable; but there were many intelligent Protestants who were not decoived by this specious argument; they
believed that the Romanists merely intended this measure as a steppingstone to another object, viz., the compulsory application of the Bill.
Events have now proved that they were right. The Romanists have
brought before Parliament a Bill to compel magistrates to appoint a
Romanist priest us chaplain (paid out of the public rates), in every prison
where there are ton Romanisp prisoners and upwards, and this Bill has
already passed the House of Lords! Are the Protestants of our country
awake?
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We regret also to see that again the proposition made by Mr. Newdegate in the House of Oommons, for the appointment of a select committee
to inquire into the condition and number of English conventual and
monastic establishments, has been rejected by a majority of 117.
Perhaps the members of our legislature think that by such legislation
they are securing the welfare of the country, because, in this way, they
are satisfying the dis9ontented. How grossly are they deceived! Are
the Romanists of Ireland satisfied after all that has been done for them?
Let one of their Bishops answer in the words which he has just addressed
to a number of his brother Bishops at a public coremonial-the consecration of a Roman Catholic Bishop at Longford: "The sun," he said, "of
justice has at last risen in Ireland, but it is useless so long as ascendancy
prevents the Catholics of Ireland being educated in pure and unpolluted
truth." ,Ve thought this" ascendancy," so often talked about, was done
away with when the Protestant Church was disestablished; but the
Romanists, it appears, do not think so, and in all probability they will
never think so, until they themselves are ascendant above all other civil
and religious powers" and until they can trample all free inquiry, all religious liberty, all Protestants, Churchmen, and Dissenters under their feet.
Cardinal Cullen, at the dinner which succeeded the ceremony to which we
have referred, spoke to the same eirect as the pI'evious speaker, and he
added, that" the people of Ireland would nevor bo satisfied until they had
a Catholic University substantially recognized by the Stato." Protestants
used to be told that the people of Ireland would never be satisfied until
the Emancipation Act was passed, then that they would never bo satisfied
until Maynooth was granted them, then that the Protestant Chur h must
be disestablished; but, after all these, and many other concessions have
been made to them, we are coolly told that now they will not be satisfied
until something else is done! Are we not right, then, in asserting that
the Romanists of Ireland will never be satisfied, short of complete ascendancy and unlimited power?
The members of the Irish Protestant Church have reason to be pleased
with the liberality which hl).s been shown them. Mr. Henry Roe, of
Dublin, has offered to restore the ancient Cathedral of Christ Church, in
that city, at his own expense, and also to build a chapter-house in connexion with that edifice, for the Representative Body of the Irish Church
to hold its sittings in: Whatever may be our opinion as to the desirability
of the former part of the, offer, certainly the offer is a most munificent one,
and the latter part will be of considerable use. The English Bishops have
also come forward nobly, and liberally contributed to the Sustentation
. Fund, the Archbishop of ·Cari.terbury heading the list with a contribution
Of £1,000.
<
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REAL sanctification is the p.abitual inclination of the soul towards God.
ALL mankind are wicked ~n a threefold sense. 1st. Originally, because they are conceivedin·sin and shapeD. in iniquity (Ps. li. 5). 2ndly.
Internally-all mankind are.wicked in heart; the heart of every man is
deceitful beyond all things (Jer. xvii. 9). 31'dly. Outwardly wicked. The
evil man out of ihe evil trea~ure of his heart bringeth forth evil things
(Matt. xv. i 9),' ~nd every other evil and abomination; thus drawing a
corrupt nature from'ouI' parents, and' being wicked, at heart; our lives
and practice are nothing but wickedness itsolf.

