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"Ebenezer! Hitherto hath the Lord helped us."-l SAM. vii. 12.
TWO-AND-THIRTY years ago we first took up our pen in connexion
with the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. We are amazed when we think of it;
yea, we are as it were lost in the contemplation of the fact that more
than half of our life has been spent in this service, and more than
one-fourth of it in connexion with the columns of the OLD J ON ATHAN,
which has this day completed its sixteenth year. When with the utmost
fear and trembling we entered upon our Editorial career, we scarcely
calculated upon as many months as we have been permitted to realize
years of labour. Labour we said; yes, labour; but, ah, withal it has
been sweet labour, notwithstanding its entailments--its responsibilities-its losses and crosses-its cares and anxieties; yes, it ha51 been
sweet labour, nevertheless; and why? because it has been tile Lord's
work; and, because it has been the Lord's work, He has made it a
labour of love-peculiarly sweet, supernaturally precious. A labour
placing the labourer above envying a creature upon earth, however
prosperous, successful, or great the achievements of that creature. It
is a labour which brings forcibly to mind the words of the immortal
Hart:"Boast not, ye sons of earth,
Nor look with scornful eyes;
Above your highest mirth
My saddest hours I prize.
For, though my cup seems fill'd with gall,
A something secret sweetens all."

Ah, reader, that" something secret" is, in point of intrinsic value
and inestimable worth, beyond all price. It must be realized-felt
-enjoyed, in order to be understood what it is for a poor, vile sinner,
deserving and expecting naught but everlasting destruction and
eternal banishment from the presence of the Most High, to be a5
s
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everlastingly freed from all condemnation, and to be not only
acquitted, but accepted, adopted, and taken into the friendship and
favour of that self-same Almighty and all-loving and lovely One;
oh, this, this is indeed a mystery which angels desire to look into.
"Wonder, 0 heaven, and be astonished, 0 earth," that the High
and the Mighty One that inhabiteth eternity should have devised a
way, and executed a plan, by which He could at once be just and
yet the Justifier of him who believeth on J esus-a way by which
" mercy and truth should meet together, and righteousness and peace
embrace each other."
There is a further feature of the Lord's work, beloved; it stands
sweetly and blessedly associated with His own gracious exhortation:
"Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for
I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your
souls."
Now, it is the Lord's own special prerogative to render His work a
work of delight-of peace, love, and unutterable satisfaction. It
takes pre-eminently the lead of all other labour-of all other service,
and simply for this reason, it is the Lord's work, and He, and He
alone, has the power-aye, and the will, too-to make that work
supernaturally and unspeakably and everlastingly blessed. Satan
cannot do this with his work, nor the world with its work. There is
a worm gnawing at the root of all satanic and world-wrought
pleasure; yea, more, there is a misera.ble dissatisfaction-a blanka void-a nothing! " The wicked are like the troubled sea when it
cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt." "There is no
peace, saith my God, to the wicked." "The wages of sin is death."
But the Lord hath reserved to Himself that special power, that
peculiar influence, that divine aptitude, through and by which He
may ratify and confirm His word, "Wisdom's ways are ways of
pleasantness, and all her paths are peace."
Further, wherever the Holy Ghost has graciously fixed the choice
of a sinner, as He did that of Moses, who" refused to become the son
of Pharaoh's daughter, choosing rather to suffer affiiction with the
people of God than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season, esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt,
for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward;" there is
never a regretting that choice; never a final drawing back or relinquishing that choice. No (blessed be God I), it is as abiding and
as unchanging as it is satisfactory. It is as unalterable as is its
Divine Bestower, who is "without variableness, or the shadow of a
turning."
We do not deny that men have since our Lord's day, as well as in
His day, "turned back and walked no more with Him;" but this
was because their profession was in name only-not in reality. There
was profession, not possession-the shadow, not the substance-yea,
they had "the name to live, whilst they were dead "-dead in
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trespasses and sins; they were not the real living and vital followers of
the Lord Jesus Ohrist, who, though it may be " afar off," still are constrained and enabled to follow Him through evil report and through
good report; for, be their trials and afflictions what they may, they
love both their Lord and the service of their Lord.
Beloved, it is impossible for us to express even the little we see
and feel in regard to the goodness and the mercy that have been
vouchsafed to us during our connexion with this work. In comparison with its magnitude, it is little indeed we see of the Lord's
tenderness and boundless compassion. What is its vast extent and
absolute fullness is utterly beyond conception. Eternity alone can
develop it. But still, even with respect to the little we do realize,
we desire to testify of His condescension, love, and compassion. Oh,
how good and gracious-loving and tender-has He been! And it
is our grief-our sore sorrow-that we should ever even for a moment doubt His kindness, or call in question His wisdom. It is
such poor returns for His mercy.
It is perfectly true that the way by which the Lord has been
pleased to lead us, both with regard to the dealings of His providence and the dispensations of His grace, has as much differed
from what we had anticipated as it is possible to conceive. Nor, as
most of our readers are aware, has it been a smooth or agreeable path
to poor flesh and blood, but the reverse. Scarcely had we set our
hand to this work-two-and-thirty years ago-ere trial and affliction came in upon us like a flood, insomuch that we were almost
ready to curse the day in which we became acquainted with the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Again and again did we endeavour to wash our
hands of it, thinking that probably with a severance from it there
would be a cessation of trouble. But, ah! the Lord was stronger
than poor fallen Adam in us, and, in spite of all strivings and sorrows,
He took His own course, and, by little and little, "brought down our
heart with labour," and into a conformity with His will; and it
has been with us thousands of times since a matter of surprise and
astonishment that He could so bear with our manners in the
wilderness as not to cut us off as a cumberer of the ground. To say
nothing of open profligacy and undisguised iniquity and transgression,
as practised by those who never knew or cared to know the Lord,
we, on account of the sins even of our holy things-or, in other words,
the self-will and frowardness and ingratitude and distrust which have
marked our course-compel us honestly to declare that we have no
stones to cast against the vilest transgressor that has ever lived.
Nor has any such an one now living real cause to despair, if desirous
of that mercy, whilst such as ourselves have found it.
," 0 the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of
God! bow unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past
finding out!"
There is another thought, beloved, with respect to our humble
labours to which we would invite your attention: it is that perfect

236

Tile Gospel lJIfaga:;ine.

creature weakness and absolute sense of the need of continual help
from on high, under which the work has been carried on. Surely if
we did not speak well both of the Person and work of the Holy
Ghost, the very stones might cry out, for surely none was ever
more dependent upon the Holy Ghost than we. ·When we recollect
that even in our second number (July, 1840) our subject was,
"FAINT, YET PURSUING," we are the more forcibly and emphatically
reminded of the alone power by which we have been upheld and
sustained and brought on and on from that time to the present.
Oh, who has greater reason to glory in that blessed testimony than
ourselves, "Not by might nor by power, but my Spirit, saith the
Lord of hosts?"
We see, moreover, another rich and distinguishing mercy in
connexion with the Lord's leadings-namely, the entire hiding from
our view the morrow of our pathway! Oh, had we known beforehand one tithe of what awaited us, without much additional grace
and strength, we must have absolutely sunk and been utterly crushed
in the prospect. But, oh, no, in His infinite wisdom and boundless
love and divine compassion and marvellous condescension, our God
has withheld from our view what awaited us. At the same time (we
speak:. it to His praise and glory), He has invariably connected with
the trial and affiiction-with the cup or the cross-strength and grace
to meet and to bear the same. So that invariably, and without a
solitary exception, there has been the full and free ratification and
confirmation of His blessed promise, "Thy shoes shall be iron and
brass, and as thy days so shall thy strength be."
Now, beloved, whilst we most readily admit that this is a grateful
reflection, we at the same time acknowledge it is a humiliating one,
and for this reason, that, with such a knowledge and such an experience of all-sufficient grace and mercy, it would be reasonable to
expect a becoming dependence and a child-like reliance upon the
self-same,all-sufficient, all-wise, ever-gracious, faithful and unchanging
Lord, for the future; that what He has been and is He will ever
continue to be, equally wise and gracious and unchangeable. To
believe this-to expect this-to be thoroughly at a point about this,
is due to such a God, and becoming the recipient of such a ceaseless
course of love and mercy, pity and compassion. But is such the case?
Alas! alas! it is far otherwise. We honestly avow that in ourselves and of ourselves we have no more power to hope for or expect
or trust in than we ever had. 'rhose words of Jesus hold good now as
much as ever they did, "Without me ye can do nothing;" and, so
far from our having become aught in ourselves that shall render us,
even in the very slightest degree, independent of our adorable Lord and
Master, we never more needed than now that He should "work in
us both 'fo' will and to do of His good pleasure." We say most
unreservedly, that it is "of Him and through Him and to Him are
all things; to whom be glory for ever. Amen."
In retracing the past, there is a thought that necessarily presents
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itself: it is the many-yea, the very, very many-who have passed
away, during the period to whioh we have referred. Those most
familiar with this work oan soaroely fail to have been struok with the
faot of name after name of those who were either regular or 00oasional oontributors disappearing. One by one have they dropped of;
have been oalled henoe, and for most part (blessed be God!) leaving sweet
and oheering testimonies of the reality of their faith, and the glorious
prospeots unfolding to their departing spirits. Whilst personally
we mourn many a brother and many a sister in the Lord thus departed, and feel, in a certain sense, a loneliness and desolation
without them, as having so often and so- opportunely ministered to
our drooping hearts, in relation to the oare and responsibility of this
work, still there is the satisfaction arising from the reoolleotion,
that" they without us oannot be made perfeot."
Dear brethren and sisters still on pilgrimage, and as yet oalled to
bear the burden and heat of the day, we would have you remember
this, that, if the Lord had need of them, He has equally need of you.
If the" Father, I will that those whom Thou hast given me be with
me where I am," applied to them, it equally applies to you. If you
are looking to Jesus, leaning upon Jesus, if' Jesus be your only
Refuge, Staff, and Stay, that preoious declaration of His as muoh
embraces you as it did the present victors over sin, death, hell, and
the grave. There is to be no schism in the body. Eaoh and all
must be there. The body must be perfect. The family oircle must
be oomplete. Jesus must "see of the travail of His soul, and be
satisfied." The" gates of hell oan never-no, never-prevail" over
a single vessel of meroy, or one of the blood-purohased and bloodbesprinkled throng. If a solitary soul out of the myriads upon
myriads of the redeemed were missing, in the last great day when
the Lord of life and glory oomes to make up His jewels, He would
never say, as assuredly He will say, "Here am I, Father, and the
ohildren whom Thou hast given me; of whom I have lost none,
save the son of perdition, that the Scriptures might be fulfilled."
Oh, beloved, how sweet and how oonsolatory is this refleotion!
how oaloulated, under the preoious ministry of' the Holy Ghost, to
lift us up above all our doubts and fears, darkness and unbelief, as we
oontemplate the" I wills" and the" they shalls" of an immutable,
oovenant-keeping, Almighty J ehovah !
In meditating upon these blessed verities, how well did PAUL
GERHARDT sing in the 17th oentury : " Is God for me? I fear not, though all a gainst me rise;
When I call on Christ my Saviour, the host of evil flies;
My Friend-the Lord Almighty, and He who loves me-God,
What enemy shall harm me, though coming as a flood?
I know it, I believe it, I say it fearlessly,
That God, the highest, mightiest, for ever loveth me!
At all times, in all places, He stH,ndeth at my side;
He rules the battle fury, the tempest, and the tide.
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" There is no condemnation, there is no hell for me,
The torment and the fire my eyes shall never see;
For me there is no sentence, for me death has no sting,
Because the Lord, who loves me, shall shield me with His wing
Above my blank dark waters His Spirit hovers still,
He guards me from all sorrows, from terror and from ill :
For me He works, and blesses the life-seed He has sown;
From Him I learn the' Abba,' that prayer of faith alone.
" No angel and no heaven, no Throne nor power nor might,
No love, no tribulation, no danger, fear, nor fight,
No height, no depth, no creature that has been or can be,
Can divide me from Thy bosom, can sever me from Thee;
My heart injoy upleapeth, grief cannot linger there,
She singeth high in glory amidst the sunshine fair;
The sun that shines upon me is Jesus and His love;
The fountain of my singing is deep in heaven above !".

Well, now, dear readers, in conclusion, perhaps you will say, "But
what about the future? " Ah, this would lead us into a wide field of
thought indeed. Suffice it to say, we are just as ignorant and shortsighted with respect to it as we ever have been. We have no light
whatever into the morrow. We know not now any more than we
ever did "what a day may bring forth." Nor do we wish to know.
We would not see an inch before us if we could. We rejoice that
the future is hidden from us, and we fall back upon that gracious
saying of our still more gracious Lord and Master, "Take no thought
for the morrow, but let the morrow take thought for the things of
itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof;" and gladly
indeed do we fall back upon the other and well-tested covenant
pledge, "Thy shoes shall be iron and brass; and as thy days so shall
thy strength be." Here is a promise that will never wear out-a
pledge that can never be broken-a source that can never fail-a
fountain that can never be, sealed-a spring that will never run dry;
blessed, for ever blessed be our God!
There are sundry passages, beloved, that are very precious to UB,
under present circumstances, and in regard to what mayor may not
await us: such as Jacob's, "I have waited for Thy salvation, 0
Lord;" and David's, "Although my house be not so with
d i Yt
He hath made with me an everlasting covenant, ord red in all
thing~, and sure: for this is all my salvation, and all my d eire,
although He make it not to grow." There is, too, th touohing and
the powerful argum nt of Manoah's wife, "If the L rd w l' pleased
to kill us, He would not have reoeived a burnt oft ring and a meat
offering at our hand, n ith l' would He hav h w dUB all these
things, nor would as at thiB tim hav told us u h things as these."
Then there is David's, "1 am p rand n y, y t the Lord thinketh
d l' P n I aB poken by the Lord
upon me;" and there is th bl
through the prophet J er miah, " I kn w th thoughts that I think
toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give
• From 80ng8 of Grace and GlOl·y. Edited by CHARLES B. SNEPP, LL.:M., Vicar of
Perry Barr, Birmingham. London; Hunt and Co.
~
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you an expected end." Moreover, there is the Psalmist's" My times are
in Thy hands," and his" Remember the word unto Thy servant, upon
which Thou hast caused me to hope." Furthermore, with J acob's
" And Thou said, I will surely do thee good," there is the word of the
Lord by the prophet J oel, " And my people shall never be ashamed."
Finally, there is the Apostle's conviction, "And, now, behold, I go
bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that
shall befall me there: save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every
city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide me. But none of these
things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I
might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have
received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the Gospel of the grace of
God;" and his cheering testimony, "And the rest, some on boards,
and some on broken pieces of the ship. And so it came to pass, that
they escaped all safe to land."
Hallelujah!
Dear reader, farewell !
St. Luke's, Bedminster,
THE EDITOR.
April 15, 1872.
A FEW THOUGHTS ON PSALM XXV. 8.
"GoOD and upright is the Lord: therefore will He teach sinners in the
way." These sinners are made so meek that they are willing to sit down
at Christ's feet, and learn of Him, and they feel themselves such great
sinners that they count everything they receive, mercy, grace, and love;
they do not cavil at this, nor complain of that-for what the Scripture
saith they believe; they do not explain away the truth, but embrace it;
they do not attempt to set aside the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven,
but make much of every word. All God's children are taught of God to
love one another, and in heaven to prefer one another. If you meet with
anyone who distresses another by hard speeches, or injures another in
any way, such a one cannot be Christ's disciple; for, "if we love one
another, God dwelleth in us, and we dwell in God."
The Lord teaches His children to pray, and to pray for one another,
to keep the commandments of Christ, which are not grievous, for faith
and love are His commandments (John xiii. 34, and xiv. 1). Love is the
fulfilling of the law, and faith is the fulfilling of the Gospel. We love
God and our neighbour-we love Christ and our brother-we love the
Spirit and His Word. God teaches His people Himself and themselvesHis law and His way-to show forth all His praise, and to give Him all
the glory. It grieves them to hear men arrogate any power or praise to
themselves.
The Father teaches us of His Son, the Son teaches us of thQ Father, and
the Spirit teaches us the truth; wherever you meet with a child of God, you
will find he is taught the same things, led the same way, and speaks the
same language.
Some put peace before knowledge: but it is written, "All thy children
shall be taught of the Lord j and great shall be the peace of thy c'hildren"
(Isaiah liv. 13). We are first taught out of the law, before we know the
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gospel of peace j we first sit as Mary to hear, and with J ames to ask
(James i. 5), and with Solomon to fear (Prov. i. 7). We first know God;
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ; seek the kingdom; and then follow
after peace, joy and love. God saith, "Great shall be the peace of thy
children;" the Lord loves to give more toon we 'can ask; it is great peace,
because it passeth our understanding: it has no conditions to perform,
and no limits to restrain; but, it is perfect peace-everlasting peace.
Have you found such great peace in Israe:-such peace in believing-such
peace with God, through Jesus Christ our Lord? Oh, that precious
promise, believer,-" The mountains shall depart, and the hills be
removed; but my kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall tlte
covenant of my peace be removed, saith the Lord, that hath mercy on thee"
(Isaiah liv. 10).
Tltornton Vicarage.

S.

AnAMS.

THE WEEPER AND THE SLEEPER
"JEsus wept." What a scene is here !-Jesus weeping. Oh, lovely
sight! heart-melting sight! a weeping, loving Jesus. What a proof of
His humanity! "Jesus wept" near the grave of one whom He called
friend: "Our friend Lazarus sleepeth." Mary shed tears by the graves
of their departed friends. "Jesus wept" when in company of the
bereaved. Tears are often shed in such company.
"Jesus wept" near the dead body of one whom He loved. Mary
here shed tears near such. With Jesus's tearful eyes, He felt deep inward sighs. "He groaned in the spirit, and was troubled." What
sympathizing love shone in His deep sighs and tearful eyes! Oh, the
loving, feeling heart of Jesus! how true are His words, "I am meek
and lowly in heart !" What a proof His weeping gives of this! While
Jesus was weeping at the grave, Lazarus was sleeping in it; a weeping
Jesus and a sleeping Lazarus. This weeping One raised from the dead
the sleeping one; "Jesus wept" while Lazarus slept. This blessed
Jesus, who shed tears, has Almighty power to allay His people's fears.
By a grave He shed tears; on the cross He shed His precious blood,
" Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift !"
Tstbury.

. F.

MANY a man has slain his mercies by setting too great a value upon
them. Over-loved mercies are seldom long-lived mercies.-BRooKs.
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lotes.
BUNYAN'S
"My Beloved 8tand~tl.

b~Mnd 01'1'

T E WALL.
IJall."- OLO ON'S SONG ii. 9.

" THEN I saw, in my dr am, that th ut rpr t l' ok Ohristian by the
hand, and led him in a plo. ",h r wo. 0. fir burnin against a wall,
and one standing by it always o.sting much wat r upon it, to quench it;
yet did the fir burn high r and brighter. Then said hristian,' What
means this?' Th lut rpr t ran w red, 'This fire is the wOl'k of grace that
is wrought in th 11 art; he that casts water upon it, to extinguish and
put it out, is tb d viI: but, in that thou seest the fire, notwithstanding,
burn high r and hotter, thou shalt also see the reason of that.' So he had
him about to the back side of the wall, where he saw a man with a vessel
of oil in his hand, some of which he did continually cast (but sflcretly) into
the fire. Then said Christian, 'What means this?' The Interpreter
answ red, 'This is Christ, whQ, with the oil of His grace, continually maintains the work already begun in the heart, by the means of which,
notwithstanding what the devil can do, the souls of His people prove
gracious still; and, in that thou sawest that the man stood behinq. the
wall to maintain the fire, this is to teach thee that it is hard for the
tempted to tilee how this work of grace is maintained in the soul.' "
Ab, dear John Bunyan, thou art no Arminian; thou hast found the root
and fruit of the mattor; for the work of grace in the heart is from first
to last of the Lord, and the dear old prisoner in Bedford j ail had evidently
got hold of that precious passage in the Canticles, "My Beloved is like
a roe or a young hart. Behold, He standeth behind our wall: He looketh
forth at the windows, shewing Himself through the lattices."
Now, here a flood of truth breaks in upon the soul. We might think of
J eSllS, under the first figure" of a roe 01' a young hart," as He who in the
fulness of time came swiftly to do His work which He had covenanted to do;
and, at the early age of thirty-three, again returning to the Father; or we
might think of how speedily He often comes to the succour of His redeemed,
being" a very present help in time of need;" -or we might reflect upon
His sepond advent, when again He will come as the roe-" For as the
lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall
also the coming of the Son of man be"-or we might, undeI' the second
figure of our Beloved being the one who standeth behind our wall, think
of how, in His incarnation, His glorious Deity was covered and hid under
the veil of our humanity; and in that third expression, of His looking
forth at the windows, we might think of Him in the closer discoveries of
His grace and mercy so precious to the believer's soul; or, under that fourth
figure of our Beloved" showing Himself through the lattices," as appearing in the means and ordinances of the Gospe'l, when a glimpse of
Him sends the child of God home rejoicing in His beauty, perfection, and
loveliness. Here is an abundant field for meditation; and, if any ministerial
brother is reading our words, we would suggest it as a precious text for
his contemplation, if so be the Holy Spirit is pleased to unfold it in its
fulness. But we must content ourselves, at this season, with dwelling upon
the one thought that has led us to the subject, namely, as dear old
T
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Bunyan's Interpreter explains-', This is Christ, who, with the oil of His
grace, continually maintains the work already begun in the heart." Oh,
we need encouraging upon this point! Dear reader, if you have doubts
and fears about it, may we be privileged to comfort you with the comfort
we gain for ourselves from the Holy Spirit-The unseen Jesus, "our
Beloved behind our wall," who is affording us a continuous supply of
the oil of grace, by which we are kept alive and quickened in divine
things, and the temptations of the devil are quenched and subdued, and
which the Apostle Paul calls" the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ"
(Phil. i. 19).
We say, "kept alive;" but, to go back to the beginnings of divine gracl;)
in the soul, we might also say, "made alive j" for the work from ilrl:lt
to last is of the Lord, who is the Alpha and Omega of our salvation.
We know this is not the creed of many in the present day. The popular
cry is, "You must have faith to come to Christ." Tlms is the beginning made
out to be of the creature. " But 'Who can move that's dead?" We affirm, you
mUllt have life, and then faith will follow as an effect of that life; and this
you cannot give yourself any more than you can create a human being.
The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house, and his
hands shall finish it; therefore it is asked, "For who hath despised the
day of small things?" Ah, indeed, who can, when even the "small things"
are the workings of the great God? and, as it has been truly said, "A
diamond is a diamond, however small it may be, and the smallest diamond,
is of the same nature as the Kohinoor; even so weak faith is real faith,
and as truly a work of grace as the strongest faith,"-that is, we would add
if it springs from the life of God in the soul. My dear young friend (if
such should be reading our words), if you are beginning to distinguish
and realize the difference between a mere morality religion and that vital
godliness which is of the Lord, we pity you; we greet you; we rejoice
with you. Do you say, "Why pity me ?" Because, dear friend, we know
you will have so much to contend with, in connexion with that reality,
that will be hard, very hard, to bear ,; you will have increasingly to learn
that such is a cross-bearing religion. Oh! if we could have sailed along
the broad and smooth stream of Arminianism, we should have been spared
many a storm of persecution and opposition that holding to and advocating
the doctrines of grace have plunged us into. Nevertheless, we greet you
and rejoice with you; for the truth will prevail, and you will know a
sweetness of experience and oneness to Jesus in this narrow and rough
path, which is unknown and never realized by the mere morality man.
Jesus, then, the Beloved behind our wall, begins by His Spirit the work
of grace upon the soul, and, therefore, shall have all the fraise. And then
we are told that He who began a good work in you wil perform it ~ntil
the day of the Lord Jesus Christ. "Ah! but," some would say, "can this be
possible, when I am the subject of such fearful misgivings, and led sometimes to fear lest I have committed the sin against the Holy Ghost?" Do
you fear this? Then you are the last in the world to do it. The scribes and
Pharisees said, " He hath a devil, and casteth out devils by Beelzebub the
prince of the devils." Have you ever had such a thought about Christ?
"Oh, no," you say, "far, far from it: my lamentation is that I do not honour
Him more than I do, and my fear is lest one so pure and holy will have any
thing to do with one so impure and unholy." W ell, then, cease from writing
bitter things against yourself. The work begun in your soul shall be
carried on, though earth and hell oppose; for, while the devil may pour all
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the water he can command upon the fire within to quench it, the blessed
Man behind the wall is more than a match for him, and will pour in the
oil that shall make the life burn brighter and hotter. "I will never more
speak in His name," thought and said Jeremiah in his rebellion. "But His
word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was
weary with forbearing, and I could not stay."
What think you of the following language, dear reader? See, does
it not fit into thine own experience? "A sickly body and dreadfully
diseased soul make a daily cross, and one sometimes hard to be borne.
I cannot throw aside my religion, yet how hard it is to keep itto think, speak, act, and live like as a Christian-to be one inwardly
and outwardly-to be a true follower of the Lamb, whithersoever He
goeth-to walk daily and hourly with godly fear in exercise - to conquer sin, and live a life of faith in the Son of God. If this be true
religion, how little I seem to have of it! Nothing short of an almighty
miracle of mercy and grace can suit or save me." Ah, can you not
say" Amen" to such a statement? It was made by that eminent saint
of God, and now-glorified spirit-John C. Philpot-and truly portrays the
writer's experience in connexion with divine things. But what is it that
does keep our religion for us, and keep us from falling? What is that
does save and support us amidst all the conflict by the way? You have
the reply in the words of our precious passage, "My Beloved standeth
behind our wall." He keeps pouring in the oil, and as He pours we will
praise; as He works we will give Him all the honour. We are nothing,
He is all and in all. Well, then, it is the Lord alone who can "make alive"
and" keep alive" to spiritual things, as dear Hart sings:"Remember one thing
(Oh, may it sink deep!) :
Our Shepherd and King
Cares much for His sheep.
To trust Him endeavour,
The work is His own;
He makes the believer,
And gives him His crown."
How to the point does this dear servant of God write! There is always
something in his breathings that finds a response in the Christian's soul.
We make it a practice to carry about us a pocket selection of his precious
hymns, and are often refreshed and comforted by turning to them.
But a few more thoughts upon this" keeping alive," because it is a subject
about which the Lord's dear people want encouragement, for often do the
exercises of soul they are called to pass through make th'3m fear, lest they
should make shipwreck of faith; and so we should and long since have been
cast a bleached and splintered thing on the rocks of despair, but for the
work of our Beloved behind our wall. Ab! sorely ofttimes, Satan presses
upon us. How fiery are his darts! how he takes advantage of our weakest
moments, causing us sometimes to doubt whether our religion, after all, is
not a mere delusion, and subjecting us to such painful reflections as better
not be penned! You know, dear fellow-tried one, what it is to pass
through such severe exercises of soul, and your oft state of mind can
J.;eadily fill up the details; but why does not Satan triumph? why does he
not stamp down with his infernal foot all our religion, and, with a grim
smile, say, "I've done for him: it is all over with him now: we shall hear
no more about the doctrines of grace from his lips?" Ah! why not indeed?
T 2
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First, because he cannot: the Stronger Man armed is behind the wall, aI!d
He has promised to sustain even to the end, and will be faithful to His
promise.
But, again, with regard to temptation among many exercises of soul,
we have noticed how very much physical suffering interferes with the
enjoyment of spiritual things, and even robs the child of God of anything like a peaceful assurance of his 01' her eternal safety. We know
full well that the Lord often sanctifies affliction, so as to make it the
means of greatly enriching and ripening the saint for glory i but the form
of suffering we more especially allude to as having a contrary effect is
that which is traceable to shattered nerves. This is the secret of many a
misgiving, when all the time tbepoor soul is as safe in the hands of a
covenant God as those who are basking in the 'sunshine of communion
and fellowship with Him. And, however low and lifeless such may get
in experience of divine things, and feel astonished at their state after
most certainly realizing the unfoldings of His love, yet we think, if
closely examined, it will be found there is a little oil iowing into the
vessel; the're is a spark left amidst the embers of care; and we have ample
assurance, from God's Word, that the life we live in the Lord cannot die
out. True, we may not sometimes get beyond a sigh, or the simple
exclamation of "Oh, God bless i" yet that sigh and that exclamation contain much, and before God is far more eloquent than words, for they
come from the depths of a heart too full to speak; and we feel what we
cannot express, but which our Beloved behind the wall readily understands. And then another matter that is exceedingly cheering to tbe
Christian is the knowledge of the fact thatTile unseen Jesus ~'s reah'iSed daily, and His nearness felt to be precious amidst
l1je's engagements.-With most of us. carking care leaves little time for reflection. It is an age for being on the move. We rush hither and thither,
and, catching the spirit of the times, we press on with the eager multitude;
indeed, if we did not, we should soon get pushed aside and trampled under
foot. We know that there are some Christians, whom God has blessed with
plenty of means, that in this respect have an easy time of it, and can gain
golden opportunities for reflection and meditation; but the majority of
us must rank ourselves with those "lappers of water" who can only
hastily drink of the water of life, and then must hie away to fresh
battlings and cares by the way. It is a ceaseless warfare, and. no likelihood of gaining reat till we come H to the rest whioh remaineth for the
people of God."
If the spiritual life depended upon long prayers and faatings, many of
us would be in a sorry plight; but it is not so. IH s d be od, we have a
religion that oannot die out under the pr saure of earthly care; sustaining
grace is supplied by the Beloved behind the wall; and, while we labour on
for the bread that perisheth, we get some of our sweetest upliftings of heart
and glimpses of Jesus. God is not a hn.rd taskmaster, requiring us to work
up our frames and feelings to a d votionn.l spirit in a monastery. No:
the world is to be the scene of our pilgrimn.g and pressing homewards'
and God does and will bless His people in the midst thereof. And then'
how the Christian may be placed in circumstances, in connexion with hi~
lot in life, apparently most disastrous to his growth in divine things, and
yet be secretly sustained by Jesus to maintain his position, and stand fast
all the while in the Lord. How this was the case with Obadiah, whose
position in life was that of a governor in the house of Ahab, the most
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wicked and ungodly king that ever reigned over Israel, and concerning
whom God declared he had provoked Him exceedingly; and yet, in such
an unccngenial contact, the Lord so secretly sustained and blessed
Obadiah that with gratitude of heart he could say, "From my youth
up I have feared the Lord." No doubt he was hated for his religion;
but the Hidden One kept even his enemies silent, that He might preserve
His servant for His name's sake.
The same may be said of the believers at Pergamos. The angel of the
Lord said, concerning them, "I know thy works, and where thou dwellest,
even where Satan's seat is: and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not
denied my faith." Here was a position for a company of Christiansliving and working" where Satan's seat was," and where Satan dwelletl~; and
yet uph Id, even in that trying position, to glorify God! Oh, beloved, is
thy position in life a trying one? Hast thou no one to speak to about
divine things? Art thou obliged to keep the secret to thyself? Never
mind; Christ knows where you Me, and He can and will sustain thee
under all the workings of thy career. The Blessed One behind our wall
will not desert thee; the oil of divine grace will keep thee alive, even
though thou art compelled to dwell where Satan seems to have the sway
in all tbat surrounds thee.
And how very sweetly this fact is worked out in Zechariah's vision of
the candlestick, with its bowl, lamps, and pipes, all of gold, representing,
probably, primarily, the then state of the Jewish church-of how it was
raised up, restored, and preserved. But, beyond allthis, it give,s us a view of
the Church of God. "The bowl upon the top of it,"ho14ing,.the oil, and
supplying its several lamps, whereby the light is maintain:ed, and continued setting forth, we think, the fulness of a precious Christ, from whence
the oil of grace flows into the souls of all His elect, keeping them alive
to the things of God. Rightly, too, is the bowl placed p.pon the top of it,
for our Jesus is the Head, God over all, and blessed for ever.
And here we are reminded of the sweet soul-softening and heart-melting
influence of divine grace. We can recollect, when first we knew the Lord and
gained a revelation of His love, what a melting of spirit there was before
Him; and since then, when its bedewings have been felt upon the heart,
how it has calmed one, and toned down the temper into a childlike
acquiescence in the Father's will. The beloved John, who lived so plose
to our Lord, seemed particularly imbued with this divine grace; and
how it produced in him the most tender love for His Redeemer, as well
as a sweet mellowing of character and disposition which caused him to
write so mildly and Christlike to the children of God! Oh, beloved,
this is the sort of religion we crave! Let others, if they will, split hairs
in theology, and contend for that which is outward and immaterial; be it
ours to live before the Lord, under the precious influence of divine grace,
meekly learning His will, and nestling in His embrace!
There is a remarkable expression in Ephesians iii. 19-" Filled with
all the fulness of God "-which I take to be the continued flowings of His
grace until the vessel is full; and then shall grace be consummated in
an eternity of glory. If any of this work, from first to last, was of the
creature, it could not be said, we become filled with the fulness of God.
It would be half filled with God, and half filled with the creature:-an
anomaly which many like to indulge in to an extraordinary degree.
Away with such a spurious admixture! No; the Lord's dear people shall
be filled with all the fulness of Christ. The process may be accompanied
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with many a trial, and much that is grievous to flesh and blood; yet,
when the Lord has one in hand, His method of enriching the soul will
always prove to be right. It is not an ordinary ordeal that will make
a vessel of mercy meet for the Master's use. Therefore, 0 Christian, be
not astonished at anything you have to pass through, but believe that all
the ordering of the Lord is for a wise purpose.
But do you say, dear fellow-Christian, "Oh! but I feel I have so little
of this anointing you have been referring to-so little of the oil of grace
flowing into my soul-and the evidences of my being a child of God are so
weak, I sometimes doubt whethAr it can be that I am safe for glory?" All
this may be true; but, we ask, "Have you grace at all ? " You respond,
" Oh, yes; I think, on looking back, I can say I can go with you thus far."
Well, then, see: "The kingdom of heaven shall be likened unto ten
virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the Bridegroom;
and five of them were wise, and five were foolish. They that were foolish
took their lamps, and took NO OIL [mark, no oil] with them." Now, you
have acknowledged that you have some, though you lament its mean
measure. Never mind, the oil is there; and mark, further, when the
Bridegroom came, THEY ALL slumbered and slept-the wise as well as the
foolish. So be not discouraged if you sleep with regard to divine things;
herein is the difference. At the sound, "Behold, the Bridegroom cometh;
go ye out to meet Him!" the wise flew to their lamps, and trimmed them,
and all was right, becaustl the oil was there. Not so the foolish: they
trimmed in vain; their vessels were empty. At the last moment they
rushed to buy what could not be purchased, and the door was shut against
them. The wise possessed that which was not to be bought for money or
price, and passed in, mingling with that procession, every one of which
shall take their apportioned seats at the marriage supper of the Lamb.
Yet, while we have allowed, in order to meet your little faith, that you
have only a little measure of oil, we believe that the Lord will in due
time give you plenty, and you shall, as we have seen, become" filled with
the fulness of Christ." And this brings us to one thought more: He
who has" made alive" and" kept alive," has done all this for His ow.n
glory, that He may fit and prepare the vessel of mercy for the higher
courts above, so that, by-and-by, He who has been behind the wall,
supplying the oil of His grace throughout, and looking through the
lattices in precious communications of His love and mercy by the way,
will unveil Himself in all His beauty, loveliness, and glory. Ah! beloved,
are we not often lost in wonder and amazement at the thought of that
time when we shall indeed behold Him? When this mortal shall put on
immortality, and gaze upon immutability in the person of our glorified
Redeemer-when the clouds that now obscure Him shall part, and we
shall see "the secret of the flkies "-when the veil that shrouds Him
from our mortal eyes shall be withdrawn, and angels will witness the
wondrous scene of a poor unworthy 15inner, saved by sovereign grace, resting from human woe upon the bosom of his Redeemer-that will be a
scene far beyond all earthly pageantry. I love the Queen of England
deeply, and, from an inbred loyalty I would sincerely cherish, my heart
beats warmly for her who is placed by God over this great nation; but,
higher than this, I love the King of kings and Lord of lords-my blessed
Saviour-and I rejoice that, from the spiritual life engendered by the Holy
Ghost, my heart beats warmer still for Him, and the time will come when
this yearning soul shall find its falness of rest in His eternal presence.
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Here, then, beloved, iB a subject for our comfort: our preciouB Jesus
will supply our every need with the oil of His grace till He mellows and
ripens us for eternity; and"Tho' the billows o'er us roll,
And shades of sin obscUl'e the soul;
When we can no deliverance see,
Yet still this Man our peace shall be."
G.C.
Wanstead, Essex.

DENIALS.
IN these days of creature-boasting and spurious religion it is common to
speak of prayer as a faculty possessed by Christians which they may
use at pleasure. That it is a duty man owes his Maker to bow the knee
in prayer, thank Him for mercies received, and ask Him for blessings
required, few will have the hardihood to deny; but this may be termed
natural prayer. The red Indian appeals to the great Spirit, and the dark
places of the earth bear testimony to the fact of worship, though addressed
tq wood and stone. Those who have a Bible, and live in a so-called
Ohristian land, are bound to acknowledge the God from whom their
e[\rthly blessings flow, and to own this by the outward form of prayer,
t~ough destitute of the inward and spiritual grace. But," Behold, he
Nayeth," was the Lord's distinct testimony concerning Saul of Tarsus,
when the light of life entered his soul. He had gone through all the
fJrm of religion as a. Pharisee of the Pharisees, but he never prayed till
Jesus, the crucified but risen and ascended Saviour, had met with him,
~nd this made him a praying soul. It is even so now. The new birth
'~. known by the breath of prayer, and God by His Spirit keeps up interourse with His family through this blessed means. But true spiritual
.rayer must ,<ome from the Spirit, who lays certain wants upon the heart,
hich are taken up in the golden censor of the Great High Priest, and
!tnswered in God's own way.
"Good when He gives supremely good
Nor less when He denies."
We have now to pursue our subj ect of denials to prayer-a doctrine that
astonishes not a few of the free-will family, who will have it that it is
only to ask and have. But this is not the religion of the Bible, nor the
religion of believers who are taught, Loth by the Word and experience,
that God must give the prayer, and in His sovereign wisdom has a right
to withhold the request, or give the answer in a way never meant.
There is profit in prayer, be it remembered, even though the Lord should
deny the answer. He who knows the end from the beginning can do no
wrong by His peoplll; therefore, denials from Him are mercies in disguise.
If we begin with the Great Head of the Ohurch, we find this most
grievous lamentation in Psalm xxii.-" But Thou hearest not." Where
are the Spirit-taught souls that can enter into the heart-rending sorrows
of the sinner's Substitute when He uttered these words: "But Thou
hearest not"? The agony of soul that made Him sweat great drops of
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blood as He went a stone's-cast from all human sympathy, and uttered
again these few simple, childlike works: "Father, if it be possible, remove this cup from me,"-and was heard not. Oh, believer, do not auger
from denials that thy God careth not for thee! See the holy, harmless
Son of God sweatiug drops of blood under the agony of this mysterious
trial-" But Thou hearest not." He stood in that moment of mental and
spiritual woe as the Surety and Representative of the whole election of
grace. He under-bottomed, as it were, every depth that every or any
believer could be in. Their Surety triumphed over all, and His triumph is
the pledge of our victory.
But we are not without further proof and illustration of this in the
Word. When the poor lunatic was cured, we find his own petition was"Let me lae with Thee where Thou art." "No," saith Jesus, "go home,
and tell thy friends what great things God hath done for thee, and hath
had compassion on thee." In the same connexion we find the Lord
complied with the devils' request-" They besought Him, saying, Send
us away into the swine, that we may enter therein; and Jesus gave them
leave." But how solemnly this affects a child of God! How much
better to be denied our petitions, like the cured lunatic, than to have
them granted like the devils!
We read these words in the Psalms: "He gave them their request,
but sent leanness into their souls." Who would desire or ask for health,
wealth, exemption from a pressing cross, deliverance from trials, or any
blessing upon such a tenure as this? Oh, dear child of God, it is our mercy
to leave our matters in God's hands, whose kindness and wisdom will regulate all our mean affairs. J onah had to submit to a denial when he saw
the penitent Ninevites humbled before God. Paul had to submit to his
thorn in the flesh which he besought the Lord three times to remove;
and the children of God have to learn this lesson now, as they did of old.
rt is of God that they should pray; it is His ordinance and means of communication between Himself and His people; but as King in Zion-as
the Father of His family-He knows what is best for them; and He responds to the prayer He has inspired according to His own wisdom, and
in the fulness of His own love. "0 that Ishmael migh"t live before
Thee! " was the prayei' of Abraham. "In Isaac shall thy seed be called,"
was the answer of God. The prayer of Moses, the man of God, was, "I
pray Thee, let me go over, and see the good land that is beyond Jordan,
that goodly mountain, and Lebanon." God's answer was: "I have
caused thee to see it with ihine eyes, but thou shalt not go over thither."
David prayed for the life of his little child, but it was God's purpose, in
connexion with divine teaching, that the child should die. We have upon
divine record wonderful answers to prayer; but we have wonderful denials also. " Speak no more to me on this matter," the King of Heaven
says to His servant; and the Church is represented as saying, "By night
on my bed I sought Him whom my soul loveth: I sought Him, but I
found Him not."
But some may think it is discouraging to dwell upon this point. No;
because it is a fact that can be read in the Word, and also comes into the
experience of the child of God. We may mistake flesh for Spirit in the
matter of prayer; we may pray in the Spirit, but put our own construction upon the time and way in which the Lord may see fit to answer.
We may think certain things are for our good and God's glory, when
neither would be achieved if we had our requests granted. Many of
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God's saints who have been long in the way can look back with thankfulness to a God of wisdom and love, who denied them the request of
their lips, and suffered them not to walk in the path that their heart was
set upon. Many a believer can look back to days and nights when they
wrestled with 'God to rid them of some cross that entered into their very
soul, but the Lord was inexorable. "He made as though He heard
not." That cross had its work to do, and there was no getting rid of it
'till the work was done. It was to humble, to break down, to teach, to
bring to this point-Jesus only. "So all the crying and beseeching went
for nothing!" says an objector. Not so: the crying and praying were
part of the blessing-. They went up for a memorial before God, because
they came from God. They were all registered on high, and brought
down many a blessing upon the soul, though not in the way and manner
expected. " But," say others, "what is the good of prayer at all, if all be
settled beforehand by God's decrees?" Now, in reply, we would say,
Who can tell what God's decrees are till they come to pass? Therefore,
God's children pray because they are ignorant of God's decrees; but what
they desire may be in God's purpose to give, and so they pray, and the
Spirit of prayer mostly is the earnest of the answer. If this argument
were of value, it would apply equally to food, physic, working, planting,
building, sowing, and thus turn up as. truth the doctrine of the old deceiver, Mahomet, who declared, "Every thing hangs upon fate, so we need
do nothing," God has united purpose, means, and end; very different to the
fool's trinity-chance, luck, and fortune. The purpose is hidden from us
that we may use the means, and the end is in the hands of an Allwise
God, who has said-" I will work, and who shall let it?" Rut, when
the heart is touched by divine love, there will be communion with God,
and prayer will carry its own blessing. When access to the mercy-seat
is enjoyed, the will is brought into subjection to the Lord's will; delayed
blessings and denied requests are laid upon the altar of incense in the
power of faith; and, under the influence of the Spirit in these favoured
moments, the believer is taught to say and feel-" Father, not my will,
but Thine be done."
L.
THOUGHTS ON GENESIS.-THE CALL OF ABRAHAM.
" Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from
thy kindred, and from tl~y father's house, unto a land that I willshuw thee."
-GEN. xii. 1.
THERE are several points in which Abraham is an example and a warning
to us in this chapter; and, first, his promptitude in obeying God's command
without question or doubt: "So Abram departed."
It also included faith, "believing that what God had promised He was
able also to perform." He was likewise an example of submission, being
called upon not only to leave his country, but, harder still, his kindred
and his father's house, to go into a strange land. "He went out, not
knowing whither he went." Thus should we, in simple reliance on the
wisdom of God, go wherever He points the way, resting assured that He
knows best what will be for our good and His glory. Whenever
Abraham arrived at a fresh place, there he builded an altar unto the
Lord, and called upon His name, teaching us in every step we take in
life to specialJy acknowledge the Lord's hand in leading, and thank Him
for bringing us safely on our way through all the dangers and difficulties
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by which we are encompassed. "In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and,
He shall direct thy paths."
It is worthy of note, in the next chapter, 'Yhen Abraham returns to the
same place again, "where his tent had been at the beginning between
Bethel and Rai," where he had reared an altar, that he again called upon
the name of the Lord. He had been down into Egypt in the meantime
to escape" a famine in the land;" but there is no mention of any altar
being built there, or any calling upon the Lord; neither is it recorded
that the Lord bid him go. He seems to have gone on his own responsibility, and soon got ensnared; and herein comes the warning to us. His
faith appeared to forsake him for a time, and the fear of man took
possession of him, so that he was very nearly bringing himself into
greater trouble than that he wished to avoid, viz., death by famine. The
prophet Isaiah flays, "Woe to them that go down to Egypt for help;" and
so poor Abraham found; yes, and so shall we find also if we flee to the
Egypt of this world for succour in any trouble. Like Abraham, we
shall have to return to Rethel at last; we shall be brought to cry unto
the Lord where help alone is to be found, yea, and thank Him too for the
deliverance He hath wrought out for us.
W.

~trlltnns

anh '!tofts of

~£rmons.

THE RED HEIFER.
SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON BY THE REV. J. A. WALLINGER, LATE OF
BRIGHTON.

" Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring thee a red lllJij8r withou t
spot."-NUM. xix. 2.
THE water of separation was a very peculiar ceremony under the law.
The use of it was for purification from uncleanness and daily defilements. This water contained the ashes of the red heifer, which showed
forth the sacrifice of Ohrist, by whom sin is once and for ever separated
from His people. Therefore, the realization of the Gospel is, Ohrist risen
without sin; so that God and His people are no longer separated-the
cause of separation, sin, being for ever removed by the sacrifice of Ohrist.
Have you realized such a Gospel as this? It showed the daily cleansing
that God's called and sanctified people have need of from daily defilement; so under the law there was this water of separation. Under the
Gospel we have" the fountain opened for sin and uncleanness" (Zech.
xiii. 1). Next, it set forth the everlasting separation appointed, ordained,
and fore-determined by God of a peculiar people separated and set apart
by God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost. By God the
Father in election, God the Son in redemption, and God the Holy Ghost
in regeneration. A red heifer was to be burnt whole (5th verse), and
the ashes were to be mixed in water; and this heifer-the burning of it,
the ashes, and the use of them, all set forth the Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ; who, by His one offering, hath put away sin by the sacrifice of
Himself, and perfected for ever them who are sanctified." And now we
will view this rite as the ordinance of heaven. "And the Lord said to
Moses, Bring thee a red heifer: this is the ordinance of the law which
the Lord hath commanded." The animal was to be red, which was probably meant to distinguish it from all the other sacrifices, or from heathen
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rites, as they chose white animals for their sacrifices. I know red is used
to set forth blood, as in Isa. lxiii.; but I do not attach any other meaning to the colour of the animal than distinguishing it from other sacrifices. But it was to be without spot-all over red. What may be signified
by that, the Lord has not shown me. It may mean unity-the oneness in
purpose and work of Father, Son, and Spirit. We may get this trnth
out of it; and I hope it is acknowledged by some here, that all whom
God the Father loves, ,God the Son redeems, and God the Spirit sanctiHere, indeed, we have the Trinity in unity, and
fies, and none other.
unity in Trinity. No disagreement in purpose or performance, but all
harmony and oneness, in design and accomplishment. Not as some will
have it-that God loves a few, and Christ died for all, and the Spirit illumines a part. Here is confusion-here is disunion! but the salvation of
the Church is effected by a three-fold separation of God the Father, Son,
and Spirit, of the heirs of grace who are set apart for salvation. Notice,
it was without blemish, no defect in this heifer; and this sets forth the
perfection of Christ in His nature, perfect God and perfect man; without
a single blemish. Here, then, is an end to the Irving heresy-Christ's
human nature was that" Holy thing," begotten by the Holy Ghost, not
formed like yours and mine, shapen in iniquity, conceived in sin. He
was without blemish as to His character, in holiness, justice, faithfulness. But there is a blessed mutuality in all this: if Christ be without
blemish, so are you, believer, as a part of the Lord's Christ. If you
do not come to God on the ground of Christ's perfection, you come in the
way of human merit and natural religion, and therefore cannot be
accepted by God; but if you come to God in Christ, then is God well pleased
with you, for you are in Him. Some are well pleased with themselves,
and have got a few notions in their head; but never had their hearts
touched by sovereign grace. Observe, it was a heifer upon which no
yoke had ever come (2nd verse), had never done any work. She did not
come jaded and worn to the sacrifice, but with all the strength of her
youth, in all her native vigour, in full power, in her prime. This was
Ohrist: no yoke had ever come on Him before. In the power of omnipotence, and in the prime of perfect humanity, He laid down His life,
and anything short of that could not have effected the purpose of God. It
needed all the power of God, and all the excellency of a perfect human
nature, in order to accomplish the great work, and so be able to save to the
Yery uttermost. Now, think of what that uttermost means: it takes in the
poor sinner, and reaches the worst case. But, why does He save to the
llttermost? Because God laid help upon One that was mighty; and, therefore, able to do the work; and when He died He discharged all the debts
of His Church: "Therefore the ransomed of the Lord shall return and
come to Zion." Now, it was needful Jesus should come to the work thus
-with all the power of Divinity, and all the perfection of a sinless
humanity, so great was the burden laid upon Him. But hear His complaint in Psalm xxxviii., and see Him there bearing the yoke, under the
imputat£on of sin-made His so intimately, so completely-because "the
Lord laid on Him the iniquities of us all." Now, in this is the Gospelthe transfer of sin upon Jesus, the transfer of righteousness to you.
Christ was made a sin-offering in such sort that the sin was laid upon
Him, and this is the revelation ofthe Gospel, and to enjoy this is to have
it brought home and applied to the heart with power. You can get your
peace and comfort in no other way but this; and when your realize this
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you will walk peacefully, hopefully, rejoicingly, believingly, because you
will find the source of all peace in Christ. If God beholds you with your
sin, you must suffer for it everlastingly; but, if a believer, you were set up
in Christ before all worlds, as His bride-one with Him-a fit match for
Him-and in yet a little while having had a revelation of this to your
heart in your time-state, you shall be taken home-received into the
family of God above as the bride, the Lamb's wife. But, you know, :we
must have some tokens of these things now j we must have communion
and fellowship with God the Father; we must be drawing out of Christ's
fulness grace upon grace; and so live by Him and upon Him, receiving
precious tokens of His love towards us, and realizing union with Him
under the influences of the Spirit. In this type of the heifer we see prefigured the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. ,Vas it for your sin He bore
this yoke? Was it to bring you to God? to rid you from the power and
condemnation of the sin you groan under, and which in your time-state
you must feel! Oh, what grace is here! To rid you of the sin you
mourn under! Temptation, accusation, doubts, fears, perplexities, but
all just to give you reason to repair to the water of separation, that
fountain opened for sin and uncleanness. So," if any man sin, we have
an Advocate with the Father." Do not forg'et that-we have still an Advocate-be our case what it may. But this red heifer was given unto
Eleazar, as at verse 3, and brought without the camp. How wonderful that in all the sacrifices under the law, Christ is represented as the
Sacrifice and the Sacrificer, as the rl'iest and the animal j and thus He
sacrificed llimself: "I lay down my life. No man taketh it from me, but
I lay it down of myself" (John x. 18). He was" slain by the determinate
counsel and fore-knowledge of God:" there was" a needs-be for Him to
suffer death;" "it behoved Him to suffer," and "it became Him to
suffer." All the purposes of God were wrapped up in this sacrifice, all
the glory of God was manifested by it. N either could you get to
glory without it. Oh! then, well may it be the praise of your song,
and the song of your praise. If you have realized it, surely it is
because the Lord hath said, "I have set before thee an open door,
and no man can shut it."
This Eleazar represented Christ, as did
also the animal. But Eleazar further may stand for the Jews; as the
slayer may set forth the Gentiles: "One shall slay her before his face." It
was Jews who arraigned Jesus, who delivered Him up to Pilate, and
Gentiles who executed the malicious designs of the Jews. The heifer
was to be brought by Eleazar without the camp. The camp comprehended the whole tribes of God's Israel; and to be without the (lamp,
was to be separat d from God's Israel. How applicable to Christ! The
Apostle alludes to this, Heb. xiii. 13: "Let us go without the camp,
bearing His reproach." Now, wherein lay the reproach? Because the
animal contained all the in of God's Israel-this was Ohrist's reproach.
He was condemned as a mal factor, as a transgressor, and dealt with as
such; cast out of the city, lass d among the reprobate, and treated as
an outcast from men. Thus was hri t ontent to endure all this reproach, and what was the end and object? To glorify the attributes of God,
and work out salvation for His Ohm'oh; this was all signified by the heifer
being brought without the camp. Now, see the beauty and harmony
between the Old and New Testament; how strikingly they fit in an d
illustrate each other. But see the Prophet Isaiah corroborating this view
in the 53rd chapter: "The Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us
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all," or, as the margin reads, "Oaused to meet on Him." Ohrist WJS, as
it were, the Kiclron or black brook, wherein God caused all the filth of
his Ohurch to meet-the very sink of sin; all met in the person
of a Holy Ohrist, or else they had laid upon His Ohurch for ever, which
could not be; therefore, Ohrist must stand forth as her Surety, her
Substitute; and now, think you that God will demand payment both of
Surety and debtor too? Oh, no, beloved; therefore the Gosp",l reveals
the good news that He was taken from prison, having gone there in
your stead, if you are a believer. Now, I do not ask you whether your
faith is weak or strong, but whether you have any faith at all? If you
have, then Ohrist sustained for you the wrath and hell and curse that
you deserved, and you have the Father's blessing; only by the sword of
justice falling upon His ~on.
(To be continued D. ]T.)

DIVINE OOUNSEL AND ETERNAL GLORY.
" Thou shalt guide me with Thy counsel, and afterward receive me to glory."PSALM lxxiii. 24.
AFTER everything is said that can be of the sublimity of Isaiah, the
aphorisms of Solomon, the pathos of Joseph's and the simplicity of Ruth's
history, the song of Moses, the poetry of the Book of Job, the figures of
Ezp.kiel, the parables of the Saviour, the logic of Paul, the loving epistles
of John, and last, though not least, of the magnificent imagery of the Book
of the Revelation, the Bible would. appear entirely incomplete without the
Book of Psalms. It may be called a manual of the daily spiritual life of
the saint of the Lord, in which every phase of experience is found, from
the sighing of the prisoner to the roaring of the huge waves of his sorrow,
and from the tiniest beam of hope to the full meridian of spiritual liberty.
One thing in the Psalms seems to strike the mind above all others, which
is the nearness to God David appears to feel. It is not Israel's God, or
God in the heavens, 01' between the cherubim, but David's God-his Buckler,
Shield, High Tower, Song and Salvation-a God nigh at hand, with
whom he talks and walks, on whom he relies, to whom he confesses his sins
and sorrows, his weakness and shortcomings, and in whom he rejoices all
the day long-the God in whom he trusts, to whom he looks, and from
whom he confidently expects every needed mercy, and by whom he is
assured no good thing will be withhold en from him. The time will never
come when the text will Le out of date; but, as we pass onward in our
j om'ney, its value will constantly increase, and this assurance is a constant
source of comfort and support: "Thou shalt guide me with Thy counsel,
and afterward receive me to glory."
Divine counsel is of the greatest importance. Jeremiah says, "0
Lord, I know the way of man is not in himself, for vain man would be
wise; but is like to the wild ass's colt." If we look at our ways, they
have not been, and still are not, frequently the ways of God, and His
thoughts are not our thoughts. We go astray from the womb, speaking •
lies, so soon as we are born. Rebellion against God characterizes every
act of our unregenerate lives, which seem to say, "We will not have this Man
to rule over us." One of the last things thought of by the ungodly is
their great 11eed of Divine counsel, and thus the first work of grace upon
.the heart is to make men wise to salvation. Th",y think they are" increase.d.
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with goods, and have need of nothing, and know not that they are poor
and naked and miserable until they are counselled to buy gold tried in
the fire;" and when the soul is quickened into newness of life in Christ,
and has a discovery of its wretchedness and blindness, it seeks (unless
divinely guided) any remedy but the right. Like the Assyrian captain, who
despised the waters of Jordan, which, in his apprehension, were not to be
compared with those of Pharpar and Abana, the sinner seeks righteousness
by the works of the law, and healing by everything but the balm of Gilead.
Isaiah speaks of Israel as spending money for that which is not bread, and
labour for that which satisfies not; and it is only as He, who is the
Counsellor, guides into all truth, that they flee to Christ as the Hidingplace of heaven's providing. Christ's own counsel is, "Come unto me,
and learn of me, and take my yoke upon you; for I am meek and lowly
of heart, and you shall find rest unto your souls." He that thinketh he
lmoweth anything, knoweth nothing as he ought to krww. Our life,
which is replete with folly, is first discovered to us, and thus we find" the
fear of the Lord to be the beginning of wisdom; and that they only have
a good understanding who1keep His commandments." It is Divine counsel
that brings the sinner to see and feel his righteousness to be as filthy rags,
and himself to be helpless and hopeless, and to flee for refuge to lay hold
on the hope set before him in the Gospel.
The words of the text imply a sense of ignorance in the speaker, and of
confidence through the guidance of heavenly counsel. This confidence of
David appears to spring from a remembrance of guidance in the past,
and, doubtless, of help and benefit from it, when reason failed, and even
when past manifestations afforded him no present light or direction.
In another Psalm he says, "My soul, wait thou only upon God, for truly
my expectation cometh from Him." These words are equally applicable
to the many difficulties, trials, and temptations we meet with in life. No
portion is exempt from them, and, whether young or old, married or single,
master or servant, and with or without a family, .all have alike need of
Divine guidance and counsel. The godly man does not like to enter on
any matter, relying on himself, whether that matter be of a temporal or
spiritual character. He feels his ignorance and folly, and prays for Divine
guidance, and it is no small alleviation of his difficulties if he can feel,
with an inward witness, that God will graciously guide him with His
counsel.
This dependence on God is a chief element in disciplining the mind,
and bringing us, from the very heart, to desire to know and do His will ;
and, even if we have no outward unequivocal indications of Divine
guidance, we have the answer of a good conscience, and a manifest
interest in the promises applicable to our circumstances. "Trust in the
Lord, and do good, dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed." " It
shall be well with them that fear God, that fear~before Him." "Commit
thy way unto the Lord, and He shall sustain thee; He will not suffer the
righteous to be moved; trust alao in Him, and He shall bring thy desires
to pass." We have need of Divine counsel against the craft and policy of
Satan, and against the deceitfuln ss of our own hearts. We are constantly disposed to take counsel of our prid , passions, and interest, instead
of the holy principles of the Gospel. It is said of Israel that God gave
them up to the devices of their own hearts-that is, He did not guide
them with His counsel. The counsel of the froward is carried headlong,
and it is well for us when we can say, with Job, "But the counsel of the
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wicked is far from n.e." We are apt to expect a present, temporal good,
as the result of Divine guidance, which we are not justified in doing.
Many narrate thiil and that interposition outwardly, and, no doubt, there
are cases always occurring that may be ited; but it is not safe, as a rule,
mo.uy 0. I love I rebuke and chasten,"
to expect such outward helps."
and it is our spiritual good that od d ign, to which all circumstances,
whether painful or pleasant, 601' sub l·dino.t d by Him, and unfavourable
temporal relmlts are by no m ans an vid ne that ware not under Divine
guidance. Jeremiah says, "
hath led mo and br ught me into darkness, and not into light i" saiah," Verily Thou art a od that hidest Thyself, 0 God of Isro. 1, the aviour thereof in time of trouble I "
Lionlike trials oft n yi Id honied sweetness to godly souls. To be
guided by God's counsel is to prefer affliction rather than iliiquity; to
count the sufferings of this present evil world unworthy to be compared
with the glory her after; to desire to be inwardly and spiritually, rather
than outwardly and temporally, bl€lst; to reckon outward prosperity
purchased too dear, when it is bought at the expense of truth, pEace, or
purity of spirit or life. To be guided with heavenly counsel is to have
respect to the recompence of the reward; to buy the truth and sell it not;
to count all time, in a sense, unprofitably spent that does not bring God
manifestly nearer to us, and our souls feelingly nearer to Him. Some
persons have a great amount of worldly prudence, and it is very conspicuous in them, but we must not confound this with Divine guidance.
When we are kept humble, meek, contrite, simple, earnest in the pursuit
of good, diligent in the use of the means of grace, using the world
without abusing it, and eschewing all evil; this is to be guided by God's
counsel, whatever trials, losses, or distress may be the consequence.
The words of the text clearly indicate that Divine guidance here is
precursory to glory hereafter. They imply that no weapon formed
against him shall prosper, no arrow by day, or terror by night; and that
every tongue that shall rise in judgment against him he shall condemn. Every snare shall be broken, every temptation overcome, and no
foe shall finally triumph over him. He may lose a battle, but he shall
win the campaign; he may lose It campaign, but he shall be successful
in the war. Divinely counselled, he shall not fatally mistake the tinsel
for the true gold, nor forsake the truth, preferring this present evil
world, nor trust in uncertain riches, nor draw back to perdition. But,
holding fast the word of life and the form of sound words, his confidence
in God shall be strengthened; he shall press toward the mark, he shall
reach the goal, and receive the prize of his high calling of God in Ohrist
Jesus, which is eternal life, and afterwards receive me to glory.
What a climax to his career! what a consummation to the Ohristian's
hopes! The means provided, the end secured, and all of grace-Divine
provision anticipating every need, and Divine provision richly supplying it
by Ohrist Jesus. God Himself has undertaken the responsibility of His
people's salvation, and that it might be secure; it is "of faith that it might \
be by grace, to the end the promise should be sure to all the seed."
What a prize! Eye hath not seen, ear hath not heard, the great things
which God has provided for him that waiteth for Him.
Have we a sorrow? Our joy hereafter shall more than compensate
its endurance. Do we wet our couch with tears? "God shall wipe away
all tears from off all faces." Have we enemies? None shall enter there.
Have we friends? None shall depart thence. Do we experience dark-
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ness? There God al1d the Lamb are the Light thereof. Are we sick?
There the inhabitant shall no more say, "I am sick." Are we charmed with
melodious sounds? There they sing, as it were, a new song-ever new,
from the ecstatic delight their souls feel, in seeking to peipetuate the
wonders of redeeming love in their songs of praise. Are we delighted
with gorgeous sights? There, the throne of God, the rainbow round about
it; the foundations of the city, of twelve manner of precious stones; the
gates, each of one pearl, its streets of gold; the pure river of water of
life; the tree of life, with its healing leaves and monthly fruits. The
glury of God doth lighten it; the Lamb in the midst of the throne, with
seven eyes and seven horns; the elders round about the throne; the
harpers harping with their harps-there, and all the other wonders of
glory are to be realized hereafter by those who are guided by God's
counsel. There are material figures, illustrating, as far as they can,
spiritual realities. May it be our happiness, each one of us, to have such
safe guidance through time and such glory hereafter, that we may know
the full meaning of the text-" Thou shalt guide me with Thy counsel, and
afterward receive me to glory! "
Birmingham.
W. HUNT.
THE TRINITY IN A TYPE.
" I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob."-ExODUS iii. 6.
TEN times in the Bible we meet with the words-" The God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac, and the God of J acob."
J ehovah gave himself this title, and four times repeated it when He
spoke with Moses at the burning bush.
Jesus, in His conversation with the Jews, quoted the expression (Matt.
xxii. 32; Mark xii. 26; Luke xx. 37). So did Stephen (Acts vii. 32).
Elijah prayed to God under this title (1 Kings xviii. 36).
Peter spoke of Him by it (Acts iii. 13).
This is the more remarkable, as the Lord never speaks of Himself, or
is spoken of, as the God of any other patriarch or saint. We never hear
of the God of Abel, the God of Enoch, N oah, or Moses. oJ;. We may therefore feel sure that so marked and exceptional an expression as "The God
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of J acob" would not have
been thus prominently put forward, unless some important truth were
couched in it. The Holy Ghost deals in no mere sounding phrases. All
Scripture is given for doctrine and instruction in righteousness; we cannot,
therefore, be wrong in looking for some divine truth in this expression;
nor is it indeed difficult to discover-the clue is not wanting.
When we remember that the children of Israel were a typical peopletypical of the children of God in almost every conceivable particular-and,
indeed, we may be sure, typical in a manner farmore complete than has
ever yet been discovered, or ever will be as long as we "see through a glass
darkly"-might we not naturally expect that they should likewise have a
typical origin, and trace their genealogy, as the Ohristian does, up to
a Trinity? Looking at the verse at the head of this paper, we find a remaI'kable use of the singular number, where we should naturally expect

* We read in Z Chr. xxxiv. 3, that Josiah, "while he was yet young, began to seek
after the Ged of David his father;" but this simply means, "After the same God that
David sought."
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the plural-Cl I am the God of thy father (not fathers), the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." Does not this seem to
point to a Trinity in Unity? A very little examination will show in how
many respects Abraham was a type of God the Father, Isaac of God the
Son, and J acob of God the Holy Ghost.
Almost all the Old Testament saints, whose lives are given us at any
length, were evident types of the Lord Jesus Ohrist. There are two
exceptions-Abraham and J acob-in whose histories there seem to be
no such typical,resemblance. This might appear strange; but, when we
recognize that these two characters had another mission to fulfil-that
they were intended as types of the two other Persons in the Holy Trinitythen we see that there is nothing to surprise us in the exception.
We will now proceed to consider in what respects Abraham may be
considered as a type of God the Father.
1. His name meant" Father;" this was no accident or mere coincidence.
We have abundant evidence that Scriptural names-especially, perhaps,
pentateuchal names-were given by inspiration, even when not by express
command of God. It was GOD, therefore, that gave the ancestor of the
people of Israel the name of "Abram," or "Father," which He afterwards intensified by giving him the superlative title of Abraham, or High
Father. Oould any name be more emblematical of God, the Father
Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth?
2. Abraham was looked upon by the Jewish nation as the founder of
their race. They never attempted to trace their national history further
back; they never went back to Terah, though, by natural lineage, he had.
as much right as Abraham to be included in their pedigree. Yet the
Jewish nation always claimed Abraham as their father, and God corroborated their decision-indeed, was Himself the Author of it-which brings
us to consider that3. Abraham is nineteen times spoken of as Cl Father Abraham," a
title never given to any other Scripture character. We never read of
" Father J oseph," though J oseph was a fruitful bough, Cl the father of the
ten thousands of Ephraim and the thousands of Manasseh," nor do we
hear of "Father Noah," or even of "Father Adam ;" but Abraham is
called" Father" by God Himself (Gen. xxvi. 3, 24, xxviii. 13, xxxii. 9;
Josh. xxiv. 3). See Gen. xxvi. 3,24, xxviii. 13, xxxii. 9; Josh. xxiv. 3 ;
by his prophet, Isa. li. 2; by Zechariah, Luke i. 73; by John the Baptist,
Matt. iii. 9; Luke iii. 8; by the Jews, John viii. 39, 53; by Jesus,
John viii. 56; by Stephen, Acts vii. 2; by the Apostles, Rom. iv. 1, 12, 16;
James ii. 21; and by the rich man in torment, Luke xvi. 24, 30.
Thus, whether we look at the meaning of his names, or at the fact that
the typical Ohurch traced back to him-and no further-when we see that he
alone of all the saints is called "Father," and is called so repeatedly--called
so by God Himself-by the Lord Jesus-by prophets and apostles-that he
is called father in heaven, earth, and hell-we must acknowledge that, in a
marked and special manner, Abraham is signalled out as a father; and,
if in a marked and special manner, can we hesitate to believe, looking
'at the typical character of the whole of the Old Testament, that as the
nation of Israel are a figure of the true Ohurch, so that Abraham, their
first national ancestor, was a type of Him of whom Jesus said, "I go to
my Father and your Father? "
Tansley Rectory, Mattock.
H. H. A. S.
(To be coltti1l'lwd.)
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ROMANISM AND ITS DOINGS.
has kindly forwarded us a copy of the JJet'onport
Independent, which contains one of a series of lectures, lately delivered
at the Royal.Hotel, Plymouth, by the Rev. W. ELLIOTT. The subject of
the lecture in the Journal to hand is, "The Disestablished Ohurch of
Ireland." The lecturer was evidently master of his subject, and carried
the minds of his audience with him. By way of illustration, he quotes
an example from the Rock newspaper. We give his own words:In order to show them in what intolerant and uncompromising
manner, and with what reckless, unscrupulous, inconsiderate, and violent
means the Roman Oatholic Ohurch was determined to carry on her side
of the battle in Ireland, he quoted a startling case from the Rock of March
the 1st. It appeared that, a short time since, a gentleman named
Olanchy, who twenty years since renounced Roman Oatholicism and
became a Protestant, died at Oharleville, in the county of Oork. Mter
he embraced Protestantism, he went to England and married an English
lady. He had occasion to visit Ireland a short time since, however, and
was taken ill at an hotel at Oharleville. His wife was sent for, but was
kept from her dying husband several days. We quote the case as
follows :-" His Romanist relative~ (who refused to allow the Protestant
clergyman to enter the sick chamber), according to a letter in the JJublin
JJaily Express, kept her' in an adjoining room, excluded from seeing her
dying husband.' The physician, who was a Protestant, intervened, but the
clergyman was still kept out. Mr. Clanchy being at last in a dying state,
the attendance of a Romish priest was urged, but his wife firmly refused
his entry, the dying man having positively rejected him, and desired the
attendance of the Protestant clergyman. The Vicar of Charleville was
ultimately admitted." He says, "Mr. Olanchy received me most cordially.
I conversed and prayed with him, and at his desire, after he had expressed
sincere repentance and entire reliance on the merits of his Redeemer, I
administered to him the Holy Oommuni0n, in some of the prayers of
which he audibly joined. He said afterwards, 'Now that you are established here, you can come at all times,' and, 'Should I die, can they
'prevent my being buried in the churchyard?' Uther remarks, which I
need not repeat, he made, expressive of his comfort and peace in trusting
in his Redeemer." The sufferer gradually sank and became unconscious,
the Protestant clergyman remaining at the side of the death-bed. At tMs
point, the wife having been pM'suaded to retire, that she might not witness the
final struggle, a priest of the Romish Clntrch was intr-ocl'ltced. What occurred
is best described in the clergyman's own words. "He rushed up to
where I stood, put his hand on my shoulder, and sought to push me out,
amidst tumultuous cries from his attendants of ' Pull Mm out!' 'JJrag Mm
, out!' I defied him, protested against the outrage he had committed, and
said that I would punish him by law, if possible. 'What care I for your
law?' he replied; 'I will proceed,' and again he sought to force me to
withdraw; but I replied, 'I am at my post of duty, and fifty priests hke
yon shall not remoO'e me.' Finding me immoveable, he then asked me to join
A
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in the ceremonies, but I replied that between ltim rmd me ther'e was notMng
l:n common; that I knew him not, and wished not to know him, and that
hgM hatlt no communion witl~ drwkne,ls.' Then he proceeded with the whole
programme of 'the rites of his Church' over the insen&rtte fm'm of the dying
man, notwithstanding the fact that he had lived twenty years after the
manner that they call heresy, and had brought up his children in the
same, and lay there utterly unconscious, without having expressElcl one
single word of recantation, or b tray d any sign of intelligence. When
he had concluded his perfol'mance he pronounced 'his soul saved,' and
the exulting cry was taken up, and re-echoed by the audience. When all
was finished, I wit1ld1'ow to sook Mrs. Clanchy, and found her in darkness
and solicitude, awaiting the last sad intelligence. I informed her of what
had occurred. he had heard the uproar, she said, but thought it was in
the street. Language could scarcely convey an idea of her horror and
distress when informed of what took place. She reached the room where
lay h l' dying husband, with tottering s~eps, and after appealing to every
feeling of the human heart, first to the women present, and then to the
priest, after protesting against the outrage committed-reminding the
priest that this was her private room, that her husband was dying in the
Protestant faith, and imploring him and his friends to withdraw and let
her husband die in peace-to no purpose, she l~ft the 1'00m, and fainted on
a chair in an adjoining apartment." Surely there can never be found a
man or a woman deserving the name who could defend sue!l a diabolical
outrage perpetrated in the namo of l·eZigion. The widow desired the Protestant clergyman to officiate at the funeral, and he proceeded to Cork to get
the necessary advice and protection. Being delayed there, the funeral
was hastily performed, the morning after the death, with Romish ritesa mob having been organized in case the Protestant clergyman should
return in time to prevent the ceremony, or rather the outrage." (The
reading of this narrative was accompanied with hisses throughout.) This
took place in a town situated on a great line of railway, with a population
numbering about 4,000; and it might be taken as an example of how far
in the future, and in remote districts, the R.omanists would go for the
sake of what they ealled the" glory of God."

EXTRACTS FROM THE LATE BELOVED E. B. M.'s LETTERS
TO "GEORGE AND MARY" DURING 1869-71.
To the EditOl' of the Gospel Magazine.

My DEAR SIR,-As in some of the following extracts there are allusions
to kindnesses shown to the dear departed one by us, I would just say it
was laid on my heart, about fifteen or sixteen years since, I believe by the
Lord Himself, to manifest my love to her by deeds; which the Lord has
enabled me to do, in a measure, in different ways, from time to time ever
since, and I desire to thank Him for the honour and privile,fje. I well remember being somewhat exercised at the time about it. "Why should you
interest yourself about one who is a stranger to you? There are others
u 2
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around you who would be glad with any little kindness you can show.
She has friends near her who can minister to her needs." But the Lord
Himself, I believe, settled the matter by causing Luke iv. 25, 26, to rest
on the mind: "But I tell you of a truth, many widows were in Israel in
the days of Elias, when the heaven was shut up three years and six
months, when great famine was throughout all the land; but unto none
of them was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, unto a woman
that was a widow." You will, dear sir, see in a moment how very suitable that portion was; how exactly to the point. By your permission,
I will just give her first letter to me, and then the extracts:59, Bath Raw, Birmingham, April 9, 1856.
My DEAR SIR,-Accept my thanks for your kindness in sending me an
order in reply to om: dear Editor's appeal. May you find a word in
season in some of my little songs; and, should you do so, I am sure you
will with me ascribe all the glory to our covenant God. I am glad, my
dear brother in the Lord, to find yau are also feasting monthly from the
GoSPEL MAGAZINE as well as myself, and trust our prayers will often
ascend for dear Mr. Doudney, that it may never prove a dry breast to us,
but that we may find food therein all through our wilderness journey.
Believe me, dear sir, your fellow pilgrim and companion in tribulation,
E. B. MOENs.
47, Bath Row, Birmingham, Jan. 9, 1869.
I am glad to hear that you are both well, beloved friends.
May the Lord give you a lift by the way this year, to make Christ more
precious, the word sweeter, and the prospect of "Home, sweet home,"
more bright and cheering than ever. I am but poorly, dear friends, but
so sweetly succoured and comforted in spirit, that I am filled with praise
and thanksgiving.-Ever yours, beloved in the Lord, most affectionately,
E. B. MOENS.
[" Filled with praise and thanksgiving!" How precious! What a
mercy to be a real believer in Jesus! J
January 18.
DEAR CHRISTIAN FRIENDS, -Your last most precious letter was savoury
meat, such as my soulloveth; and will, I doubt not, leave a savour behind for many days to come. I do so love to see the creature laid low in
the dust, and -all the glory given to our dear Lord and Master. I just
feel with you, dear brother, about writing; it is only as the Lord comes
with power that I can write. I often suck some honey out of a text, and
wish to write upon it; but no! Friends have often given me a subject, and
asked me to write; but no, I seldom can, and never unless the Lord comes
and sets my pen going. I feel sensibly, dear brother, that I have no
power in the matter; it is the Lord's work, not mine, and I desire to
leave it in His own dear hands. Many of my pieces have been written
at a time most unexpected, even at breakfast or tea time, between
drinking two cups of tea; and then my pen has run along fast enough.
I have sold four of your little books, dear brother. May the Lord open
a door for them, for it is very sweet and precious truth, and written in a
simple style, so suited for distribution. I am quite of your opinion, dear
sister. When the Lord stirs up our nest, how anxious we are to settle
it all straight and smooth again, instead of being made willing to suffer
the loss of all things for His deat· sake. Oh, for grace to bow submissively
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to all His love and wisdom appoints for us, and to receive our daily portion
iu the same spirit as the poet, when he writes" Good when He gives, supremely good,
Nor less when He DENIES;
E'en crosses in His sov'reign hand
Are blessings in disguise."
May the Lord send a little dew upon our fleece, dear friends, that we
may each drink into the same spirit! I trust you are sensibly realizing
much of our Father's presence among your daily duties, dear brother
and sister. How sweet it is, amidst the bustle and pressure of life, to
have a word whispered home to the heart from FatlLer in heaven; and you
and I have often found the blessedness of it.-Accept much Christian love
E. B. M.
fi:om yours affectionately in Jesus,
I feel as if it were almost impossible to be true what the dear departed says in the first part of the above. For, day by day, I feel
myself to be such a "poor dry tree" indeed, as the beloved "Ruth"
speaks of in a recent Magazine - "plagued all the day" often" foolish and ignorant as a beast before Him."
Whilst" walking by the way," a day or two since, this precious verse
came into my mind ; " Guide me, 0 Thou Great J ehovah [
Pilgrim through this barren land;
I am weak, but Thou art mighty,
Hold me with Thy pow'rful hand.
Bread of heaven!
Feed me tlll I want no more! "
How suitable, thought I, especially when the union is willingly and
cheerfully entered into, for a strong one and a weak one to be united-a
rich one and a poor one, and, we may add, a wise and ignorant one-a full
and empty one-one who has no righteousness, and one who has one to
~pare! Those thoughts were precious to me.
Ah, here is the secret of
true happiness! Nothing but wretchedness in self, but all I need in Him.
Oh, for grace, then, to glory in Him in His fulness! for He is indeed
just suited for us poor empty vessels, and He willingly entered into
covenant with such poor empty loathsome things as we are,-" and thou
becamest mine,"-and He confirmed it by an oath. They are " bone of
His bone and flesh of His flesh," and it is His delight and glory to bless
them-to do them good. He does it "with His whole heart." Do, dear
Lord, help us, then, to live out of self in Thyself, saying, "In the Lord
have I righteousness and strength, yea, all I need for time and eternity."
Such happiness I covet for myself and those whom I love in Thee.
March 19.
My DEAR BROTHER AND SISTER IN COVENANT UNION,-Accept my
warmest thanks for all your loving, mindful care over your aged sister.
May the dear Lord give unto you good measure, heaped up and running
over, of choice spiritual blessings, that you may have no lack, but abound
n every good word and work; to the praise of the glory of His grace
who hath made you accepted in the Beloved! Your kind gift, dear
friends, came just in time for my birthday, which was the 14th.
You see HOW the dear Lord led you to send it just now. It is so nice to
work at His bidding, and so easy too; for love makes everything sweet
and easy.
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I feel much for you, deal' brother, concerning your aged father. May
your earnest cries be answered on his behalf, and, as the dry bones begin
to move, may your heart be cheered by beholding spiritual life budding
forth in your poor dear father! I hope to unite with you before the
throne on his behalf. May God, " even our own God, give us His blessin~," and we will give Him all the glory.
The Lord bless and prosper all you undertake for His glory, dear
brother, so that you may sow beside all waters and see the seed springing
up to cheer and encourage your heart.
I have just completed
my seventy-first year, and can only wonder and adore, when I reflect
upon the Lord's mercy and forbearance over such a poor sinner! I have
had a trying winter for the body, having suffered so much in my chest
from asthmatic symptoms. I am better now, but very weak and tottering'.
The Lord has been very gt"(beiou8 unto mo, dear friends, and, when cas~
down, has lifted me up, and whispered some s"eet love-message to my
heart, whioh has been " dearer to me than thousands of gold and silver! "
And now, dear brother and sister, commending' yourselves and dear
father to the care and safe keeping of Israel's God, believe me, yours in
much Ohristian love and affection,
E. B. M.
J.1fay 7.-';' -::- .:;, I am very weak and poorly, but the Lord is my
strength and my SALVATION.
lIIay 22.

rvIy DEAR BROTHER AND SISTER IN TItE LOlm,·-I found your precious
epistle very refreshing to my thirsty, pn,nting soul, even a sweet and
savoury message from yoUt' Goel and my God, from ;I/OUI' Father and my
Father! Oh! how blessed it is to be able to claim relationship to the
God of Israel, through the finished work of the Lord Jesus; and, poor and
vile and helpless as we feel ourselves to be day by day, to know, by the
Spirit's teaching, that we are "blcbek, but eomely, through the oomeliness whioh He has put upon us." Oh! how muoh we look upon the dark
side, and how little at our beautiful !l((//'ments! May the Lord anoint our
eyes with eye-salve, dear brother and sister, and give us to see more of
the King in His beauty, and the glorious apparel with which He deoks
His people than we have ever done before. (Do, Lord, graI1t this petition !)
I received the books safely, dear brother, and they are gone to India with
100 of mine, praying that the Lord may bless them and make them a
blessing to many.
Many thanks for a sight of Mrs. O--'s letter. She and her husband
are both riohly taught in the things of God, and Mr. O--'s mother is
truly" a mother in Israel." I have had many preoious letters from
them all, as they generally send me a pound, sometimes two, for a new year's
.gift.
I am sorry, dear brother, to find you have as yet no decided ground for
believing your dear father to be a quiokened soul. May our united earnest
prayers on behalf of your dear aged parent be heard and answered, if the
will of our Father in heaven! . . . . . I am thankful to hear that your
poor suffering wife is somewhat better just now. May the Lord give her
now and then a glimpse of His reconciled countenance through the
lattices of His love, to cheer her heart, and "fill her with all peace and
j()y in believing."-And now, beloved friends, with much Ohristian love,
and wishing you the best of blessings, believe me, yours affectionately
in Jesus,
E. B. M.
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Ah! dear sister, thine eyes do now indeed behold the King in His
beauty, without a veil between. If' His presence and love-visits are so
sweet and precious now, as to cause such pantings and thirstings after
them, what must it be to see Him face to face, hear His glorious voice,
and be led by HIM unto l-iving jinmtains of waters?
" We sing of the realms of the blest,
That country so bright and so tilir,
And oft are its glories confessed,
But what must it be to be there?
" We speak of Hs freedom from sin,
From sorrow, temptation, and carc,
From trials without and within,
But what must it be to be there?
" We speak of its service of love,
'fhe robes which the glorified weal',
The Church of the First-born above,
But what must it be to there?
"Do Thou, Lord, 'midst pleasure 01' WOC,
For heaven our spirits prepare,
And shortly WE also shall know
And feel what it is to be thcre,"
July 10,
BEWVED IN THE LORD,-Another year of your wilderness-journey is
for ever past, with all its sins and sorrows, trials and perplexities; and,
"having obtained help of God," you continue unto the present day as a
monument of sparing mercy and sewing grace. Oh, the heights and depths
of our Father's love, which saves us over and above all our unbelieving
fears, in and through every extremity, and helps us on from year to
year with matchless love and mercy, out of one trial into another, praying
and praising, mourning and rejoicing, fighting and fearing, yea, and
somet'imes singing" to the praise of the glory of that grace which hath
made us accepted in the Beloved !" What shall we say to these things,
deal' brother? " If' God be for us, who can be against us?" And yet
our foolish hearts al'e at times fancying that everything is against us, till
our dear Lord comes with mighty power and sets all these crooked matters
straight, and says to us, "0 thou of little faith, wherefore dost thou
doubt?" It is our mercy not to live upon frames and feelings, which
change with every wind and tide, but upon the holy and unalterable
decrees of our covenant-keeping God. May the Lord bless you with this
happy repose of soul this day, my deal' brother in Christ, that your
"peace may flow as a river," and" God may be glorified in you and by
you!" I am getting feeble and infirm as to the body, but/wme is nearing, the
prospect is cheerin,q, and now and then fills my heart with" joy unspeakable and full of glory."
'With Christian love, and best wishes for my dear friends, believe me,
yours in the sweetest bonels,
E. B. M.
Ah, dear sister! oh, that I could live above" frames and feelings,"
which do indeed change, upon His faithful Word, and, therefore, upon
Himself!
"May I taste that communion, Lord,
Thy people have with Thee,
Thy Spirit daily talks with them,
Oh, talk and walk with me!
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" Oome, Lord, and never from me go,
This world's a darksome place;
I find no pleasure here below,
When Thou dost veil Thy face.

" There's no such thing as pleasure here.
My Jesus is my all;
As Thou dost shine or disappear,
My pleasures rise and fall."
(To be continued.)

JOYFUL REMINISOENOES OF SORROWING SEASONS.
" Thou in Thy mercy hast led forth th~ people which Thou hast redeemed:
Thou ltast guided them in Thy strength unto Thy holy habitation."ExoD. xv. 13.
THUS sung Moses and the children of Israel, after their passage through
the Red Sea; and thus may the spiritual children of God sing, day by
day, as they behold the mercies of which they are the recipients. God had
sent Moses unto His people to speak unto them in the land of Egypt:
they were in that house of bondage-slaves in Egypt !-and Moses was
sent with God's message to them, saying, "I have surely visited you,
and seen that which is done to you in Egypt; and I have said, I will
bring you up out of the atIlictions of Egypt unto a land flowing with
milk and honey;" and the people heard and believed, and then their
trials came.
Tlte strong man armed keeps possession of Ms goods, and tltey are ~'n peace
until a stronger than he cometh and subdueth him: the people of Israel
had now been four hundred years in the land of Egypt, and for many years
they had been in peace, for their habits were those of Egypt, and
their hopes and expectations were all centred there. "But when the
time of the promise drew near, which God had sworn to Abraham,"
-when the time of their deliverance was at hand, the people GREW,
and the malice of their enemies was manifested, and so we read, "The
children of Israel sighed by reason of the bondage; and they cried, and
their cry came up unto God, by reason of the bondage. And God heard
their groaning, and God remembered His covenant, and God looked upon
the children of Israel, and God had respect unto them." The people
GREW!
1£ we look to the history of Israel, we find that whilst they
were few in number and apparently of small account, they did not excite the jealousy of the king; they remained in the land of Goshen,
unheeding and unheeded. "But when the time of God's promise drew
near, they GREW;" and so with God's spiritual Israel. As they go
about their earthly callings, calmly and quietly, they excite no ill-feeling and no malice in the minds of their neighbours; the time of
persecution, it is said, has long gone by,-" the world has become
christianized and has ceased to persecute." Is it so? Has the world
become holy? or has the Ohurch left her first love?
The people of Israel GREW, and their enemies at once awakened! and
when it is seen that the believer is not of this world, his enemies will
arise too. The more he grows in grace, the more he becomes conformed
to the will of his Lord; the more he follows after Jesus, the more will
he find that he must take up his cross. 'fAKE it up? Rather we may
say, "on him they laid His cross that he might bear it after Jesus."
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'The people GREW, and so spiritually: let the believer he settled dowu
in Goshen,-let all things in the world around him be fair and flourishing, and there will be little growth in gl'ace,-there will be little goings
forth in cries after the Lord and His salvation. But let the north wind
of persecution blow, let :E hal'aoh demand the male childrml,-let
the brick-kilns be establi hed and the task-masters be set over him,
and soon will the cry go up unto the Lord, and soon will it be seen that
there is growth in grace. Graoe! Grace! And what are the effects of
grace in the heart of a believer? Does the Lord put His grace there, and
then leave it, and call upon us to cultivate His grace? So say some,but, in truth, ignorant are they of the grace of God. The Lord puts His
grace into the heart, and IT cultivates the believer. We do not cultivate
God's graoe, but God's grace cultivates us. Grace is an emanation from
the Lord, and He supports and sustains it. It is like the grain of wheat
deposited in the autumn in the cold ground; it may lie there for ten
days, or for ten weeks, but by-and-bye it springs up. The cold frosts of
winter may cut it low and hide it from our sight, but some small signs of
life will remain. The cold snows succour it, the March winds strengthen
its roots; spring comes, and it grows; summer, and it bursts into ear:
autumn, and the ripe grain is stored in the farmer's barn. From the
seed time to the harvest the grain is passive, acted upon, and sustained
by an Almighty hand. And so the Ohristian, and blessed be God that
it is so: saith the Lord, "I will water it every moment; Lest any hurt
it, I will keep it night and day." Did the Lord implant His grace in
our hearts and leave it for us to cherish it, we should soon pluck it up
and destroy it. In a state of £nnooenoe Adam fell, and in our lapsed condition we could not stand. No! The Ohristian is not his own keeper; in
the pride of his heart he may say, "I will be as the heathen, as the
families of the nations to serve wood and stone." God says, "That which
cometh into your minds shall not be at all," but" I will bring you into
the wilderness of the people, and there will I plead with you face to face."
" Oh! for this love let rocks and hills
Their lasting silence break,
And all harmonious human tongues
The Saviour's praises speak."
" Shall the prey be taken from the Mighty, or the lawful captive
delivered?" And the Divine answer is, "Yea, the prey shall be taken
from the mighty, and the lawful captive shall be delivered," for" I will
contend with him that contendeth with thee, and I will save thy children."
And the Lord's contention with Pharaoh was very terrible, but the poor
captives were delivered, were carried out of Egypt, passed through the
Red Sea, saw their enemies dead upon the sea shore; and, in the fulness
of their joy, supposing- that now all their trials and all their conflicts
were at an end, supposing that now they should enter at once into the
land of God's promise, they sang, "Thou in Thy mercy hast led forth
the people which Thou hast redeemed; Thou hast guided them in Thy
strength to Thy holy habitation." Just out of Egypt, just passed through
the sea, just beheld their enemies cut off from their presence, and the
song of triumph bursts from their lips. But they are not at Oanaan yet.
But oh! how joyous are these seasons, these refreshings by the way!
How sweet to realise the saving grace of God, so as fully to believe that
what" He hath promised he is able also to perform."
In the midst of' a great sorrow and bereavement these words were sent
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to us, as a text of remembrance, by a dear ehild who lived far away.
We had both lost a very dear one-not lost, but gone before-delivered
from the evil to come-gone from earth to be "for ever with the Lord;"
and oh! how applicable to her were those beautiful words of the song
of Moses: "Thou in Thy mercy hast led forth Thy (child) which Thou
hast redeemed; Thou hast guided her, in Thy strength, to Thy holy
habitation." Yes, the Lord had watched over her, in her infancy and in
her youth-in the days of her unregeneracy, when she knew not Himwhen she was a bond-slave in the spiritual Egypt; and there she was at
rest and in quiet, and there, like the Israelites, she would have rested in
her sins, but for tile hard bonda.r;e with which she was made to serve,. and
when she felt the grievousness of that bondage laid upon her soulwrought by the Holy Spirit of God-she cried, and God remembered the
covenant which He had made with Jesus, and God had respect unto her;
and the voice was heard in her inmost soul, "Deliver her from going
down to the pit; I have found a ransom." God led her out of Egypt
and through the Red Sea of trials. In the wilderness He led her
about and instructed her, and there she had many and great conflicts with
the enemy; but God made His grace to rule and reign in her heart, so
that she was enabled to say, "Who is He that condemneth?" not
" Christ, that died, yea, rather that is risen again, who is even at the
right hand of God." Ah, yes! God made all grace to abound in her, so
that in the several relations of life, she adorneel the doctrine of her God
and Saviour. Blessed Lord, Thou ill Thy mercy didst lead her forth out
of the spiritual Egypt, and for many years Thou didst detain her in the
wilderness, but not without the pillar of cloud to guide her by day, and
the pillar of fire to protect her by night; and who are we that we should
murmur at Him, who "has guided her 1:>y His strength into His holy
habitation? " N ever more will there be any desire to return into Egypt!
N ever more will there be a dread of Pharaoh and his hosts ! Never
more will the sight of the Red Sea terrify her soul, nor the waters
of Marah be bitter to her taste. She is gone home, guided by the
Lord's strength, into His holy habitation. No more dread of the nations
of Canaan; the Hittites, Perizzites, and Jebusites, overthrown for ever;
the evil heart of unbelief no longer to mourn over, no more struggles
with Satan, no more of his fiery darts-the world and all its cares,
sorrows, conflicts, joys and sorrows, all gone, and she" for ever with the
Lord." "Amen, so let it be. Life from the dead is in that word, 'tis
immortality." And shall not they who remain, not grieve, but rather
praise the Lord, that He hath taken her away from the evil to come,
from the troubles which are even now threatening our country and our
Church? The God of the departed one is the same still,-the wife's God
that of the husband,-the mother's God that of the children, and He hath
promised that" He will never leave nor forsake them." "In His mercy
He hath led forth His people whom He hath redeemed, and He will
guide them in His strength to His holy habitation."
She is gone from her husband, and child!' n, and home,
No more in this wilderness valley to roam,On the borders of Camtan no longer to stand,
But resting with joy in Immanuel's land.
She has done with her sins and her sorrows and cares,Her conflicts are over, her hopes and her fears j
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She has entered the regions of glory above,
And her soul is rejoicing in Jesus's love.
Methinks I behold her in glory so bright,
Arrayed in the garb of an angel of li~ht ;
She has learned the new song, and she sings to the name
Of Him who redeem'd her, Jehovah! the Lamb,Of Rim who beheld her, polluted and vile,
Who saw her, and loved her, and freed her from guile,
And before holy angels proclaim'd her His own,And call'd her to dwell very near to ·His throne.
I gaze on the heavens, and what glories appear!
o God! my Redeemer! I long to be there;
'1'0 have done with the world, and its turmoil a,nd strife,
And to share in the joys of an endless new hfe :
Thou hast taken her hence, and I would not compla,in,
Nor would I recal her to earth's sad domain,
But I long to be with her-with that happy throng,
To share in her transports and join in her song.
And methinks I can hear her! how joyous her lays!
Those harp-notes float softly in Jesus's praise;
My heart longs to join her, to speak as of y01'e,
Of that covenant ordered in all things and sure,How that covenant love He revealed to our view,
How He join'd us in heart! in affection, how true!
And bless'd us with children, and made us to feel
That His love to them also He'd timely revea,l.
1 hear her! I see her! our babe and our boy
Engag'd ea,ch and all in angelic employ,And each holds a seat and a mansion in heaven,
And through grace, rich and free, a bright crown ha,s been gi ven.
And e'er and anon, with bless'd spirits they meet,
And cast down their crowns at the Saviour's feet,While the God-man exclaims from His throne in the heaven,
" Behold!" " I and the children my Father hath given."

Oh! yes! I behold her! what peace on her brow,
The world and its pleasures are valueless now,
And all her earth's sorrows are ended and gone,And <1, life of eternal repose is begun.
But that bliss, though eternal, will not be complete,
Till her loved ones in glory their Saviour meet,Till they, too, shall share in her glories above,
And tell without ceasing of infinite love.
Oh! yes, I behold her! unclouded with care,""Vith joy all expected, she waits for them there;
Her husband and children she longs to behold,
As she waits for those beautiful gates to unfold.
And are they not list'ning to hear her glad voice?
Re-united in Jesu's love, to rejoice;
And earnestly longing, till time shall be o'er,
And the meeting shall come and the parting no more.

A
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~nubofcs anh ~drads.
A PAGE FOR THE YOUNG FOLK.
A VISIT TO THE MONASTERY OF CHARTREUX.

DURING a sojourn in Italy last Autumn we were strongly advised to pay
a visit to Chartreux, a church and monastery owned by the monks of
that order, and most rigid devotees, as these few remarks will show. We
took the train from Milan, and about two hours' ride brought us to the
station, where we descended, and with us two priests from Dalmatia,
pleasant and agreeable men, who invited us to join them in taking a
carriage to see the remarkable church. We were not unwilling to accept
this invitation, for we were not much acquainted with Italian, and we
found that unfortunately our two companions could not speak French.
Here I would observe that, thoroughly to understand the Italians, it is
almost a necessity to speak their soft and beautiful language, for, unless
one does so, we lose much information.
Twenty minutes' drive along a lane, through which a stream ran
(providing water for the monks), brought us to the front of the church,
founded in 1396 by John Visconti, aud given in 1844 to the monks of
Chartreux. The situation is beautifully chosen, in a valley where vines
and olive trees flourish in rich luxuriance.
The two priests seemed to enjoy their excursion, for they told me they
lived in a wild and mountainous country, their people poor, and scattered
amongst the mountains, and that they led a very laborious life, and had
just come away for a month's recreation.
We first inspected the exterior of the edifice. The fa<;ade was extremely
beautiful, rich in sculpture, figures of the Roman Emperors, scenes from
the Old and New Testament, all in various-coloured marbles, and standing
out in rich relief. Indeed, the ornamentation is considered the finest in
Northern Italy. We then entered the church, and were met by one of
the brothers of the order, dressed in white serge, with hood, and a face
extremely thoughtful and intelligent.
He told us he was a novice, that some time must elapse before he could
be admitted entirely, and that it was the novices who were conductors to
strangers.
.
He said there would be no difficulty in our being admitted to see the
monastery, or rather the parts which were shown; but I think we must
consider this a kindness shown to our companions, for females are
generally excluded. The interior of the church is Gothic, with three
naves, and fourteen side chapels, giving a very imposing appearance, for
the archit.ecture is very rich.
The floor is inlaid with Mosaics, and the chapels and altars are embellished with columns, inlaid with precious stones. One in particular was
extremely beautiful, with many coloured Mosaics of the purest marble,
and stones most costly, the agate, green jasper, amethyst, and emerald,
all were imbedded in profusion.
A white marble tomb of the founder Visconti, with recumbent figures
of the Duke Ludovic Sporga and his wife, were shown to us.
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All the 14 chapels possess most costly altars, for no Romish ceremony
can be performed without them. The guide often lifted a veil or curtain
to show us some beautiful picture, thus covered to preserve it, but the
painting which pleased us most was" A Virgin and Child," by LiIini.
She has the Infant in her arms, and has a look of great bee.uty and
innocence.
I would observe here that in almost all the churches and galleries of
paintings in Italy, the" Virgin and Child" figure very largely, and are
most numerous, and in every conceivable attitude and dress.
Sometimes they are depicted alone; at others, with John Baptist,
J oseph, and other Roman Catholic saints.
Not nearly so often do you see our blessed Saviour portrayed as a
man, risen and exalted on high, though I shall never forget the "Transfiguration" in the Vatican at Rome.
The brother then took us to see the part of the monastery shown to
strangers. Along the stone corridors and passages we might have
expected to see some out of the twenty-four monks walking along; but
at this hour they were not to be seen, and might possibly be cultivating
some of the ground which surrounds the monastery, and consists of
several acres. We passed a garden in which the beautiful Bigonia
flourished luxuriantly all round the walls, and our kind conductor gave
us each a bouquet of their pendant and elegant blossoms.
This order of monks is very strict; they are never permitted to speak to
each other except on festivals, and then only a feW,words; in fact, like the
order of Trappists, their discipline is " Silence."
When once admitted, they never leave the walls of the monastery, and
their little burial-ground was shown to us, our guide telling us they were
buried in the dress they had worn through life, and a cross laid upon them.
The rooms they inhabit are very simple; no furniture, but a sort of
trestle, which could be used as a table, on which they lay at night, with
their coarse clothing over them. A square hole in the wall admitted
their food, and thus they lived and died.
They are permitted to read, write, illuminate manuscripts or print,
during the hours of relaxation.
We had now come to the close of our deeply interesting visit, though,
indeed, I have but very imperfectly given some idea of a few of the
beautiful objects we saw, and we also lost much valuable information by
the explanations being almost in an unknown tongue. We took our
leave of our intelligent guide, with many thanks, and a small gratuity for
his attention and kindness, and we returned into the world with thoughtful
feelings.
But now I would endeavour to draw some useful and instructive lessons
from the history I have endeavoured to writeFirst. Let us never forget that God maketh no account of the splendour
of the earthly temple wherein He is worshipped, but to the heart of the
worshipper, even to him that is lowly and of a contrite spirit, and that
trembleth at His Word. It is a spiritual worship He demands of us, and
which we must give Him in sincerity and truth.
Second. The Almighty does not require at our hands that we should
absent ourselves from the haunts of men, shut ourselves up in a cloister,
and allow ourselves no friendly intercourse with our own kind. God
has given us each a work to do in the world-to be in it, yet not Of itordering our business after His precepts.
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"By grace to serve mankind,
My calling to fulfil;
To be resigned in heart and mind.
To do His holy will."

Our blessed Saviour set us a bright example; He says, 1'1 must work the
works of Him that sent me, while it is day; the night cometh when
no man can work" (John ix. 4). " I must work," showing us the necessity of it, and the time given, "while it is called to-day,"-before the
shadows fall, and the evening oflife closes in, when work is impossible.
Thirdly. I would mention the undrawn curtain, which showed us often
the valuable and, to the Romanist, the sacred picture beneath. Who has
I'ent asunder the veil for us, who has opened to us the Holiest of all, by
His most precious blood, shed on Calvary, even Jesus our great High
Priest. We need no altar then; no sacrificing priest to point us to the
Lamb. He is our Priest, who hath broken down the wall of partition,
and hath made the entrance wide enough for saint and sinner to press in
and be saved.
Poor blinded ministers of an erring Church-a. Church that hath
veiled the light of God's pure Gospel from the minds of her people-I
earnestly pray that the light of the glorious Gospel may shine into your
benighted souls, showing Himself" the Way, the Truth, and the Life,"
teaching you no rigorous mortification of the body is needful. The tongue
He has given you to praise Him, not to remain silent as the grave, but is
to echo the glories of His great name on earth, and to catch up the anthem
above, when life is ended: " Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, /and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and
glory, and blessing! "
THE POOR OURATE AND THE PRESBYTERIAN MINISTER.
REFERRING to the recent death of the Rev. Thomas Alexander, a wellknown Presbyterian minister of Chelsea, the London correspondent of
the Presbyterian of New York writes :-" The following anecdote, for
which I can vouch, has reached me privately, and shows the heart of the
man. This winter Mr. Alexander observed a curate frequently passing
his window in the cold mornings without a great-coat, cold and uncomfortable, with that look of genteel penury which too often attaches
to the poorly-paid curates of the English Church. He went out to his
tailor :-' Can you make a coat without seeing the man who is to wear
it ? ' That was doubtful. 'Oan you make a coat if you see the man,
without measuring him?' The tailor thought he might. I Then be
ready when I call for you.' The next day, accordingly, when the curate
was seen approaching, Mr. Alexander hurried out to the tailor, and the
two walked for some little distance behind the unsuspecting man.
I Now,
take a good look; make sure of your measure. Are you
satisfied? ' I Yes.' I Then,' said Mr. Alexander, I make that poor fellow
a good coat, of good cloth, at once. Ascertain his home, and send it to
him; but mind you, if you give him the slightest inkling that I sent it,
you shall never do me another stitch.'
" So the two parted. Mr. Alexander lived to see the curate often go by
his house with the great-coat on, an excellent fit, and well buttoned up
in welcome warmth."
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[With a very great deal of pleasure we:quote the foregoing from the Rock.
We feel the greater satisfaction in doing so because we personally heard
the deceased Minister speak, at the annual meeting last year of the Book
Society, when we were specially impressed with the depth of feelingthe heartiness-'-the pure philanthropy with which he spoke of a case
that had recently come under his own personal observation. He was
overcome even to tears, and could scarcely speak for emotion. The
above act, as narrated in the Rock, we can readily conceive to be quite
characteristic of the late Rev. Thomas Alexander.-ED. ]

SAVED BY A

NUT.~;'

SOME years ago there was an old German Count, who was a good
Christian man, and who was saved from death by the kindness of God in
a very wonderful way.
You know we read in the Bible how Daniel, who was such a good
man, had a great many enemies, who hated him just because he was so
good. This has often been the case since Daniel's time. And this was
the case with the good German Count of whom I am now speaking.
'fhere were a number of people in the place where he lived who hated
him for his religion; and they carried their hatred so far that. they
resolved to kill him. And in order to do this without being found out,
they hired a wicked man to go into his castle one night and kill him while
asleep in his bed.
The arrangements were all made, and the night was fixed on which
this dreadful deed was to be done.
The good Count had no idea of the danger that was hanging over
him. It so happened that on the evening of the very night on which
his enemies had agreed to murder him, he had a company of young
people at his castle. He was very fond of children, but having none of
his own he had invited his nephews and nieces to spend the evening
with him. They had a merry time together, and the evening passed ofi'
very pleasantly. The Count told them interesting stories, and got up
amusing games, and had a good supply of apples, and pears, and grapes,
and nuts; and they all enjoyed themselves very much.
But at last the hour came for them to go home. They all left the
castle. After they were gone the Count read a chapter in the Bible,
as he was in the habit of doing, and then kneeled down to pray. He
thanked God for the mercies of the day, and asked Him to take care of
him, and protect him from danger during the night. Then he laid down
and went to sleep without any thought of danger.
About midnight, the murder81', who had managed to creep into the
castlo during the day, and had hidden himself away, came silently into
the chamber of the Oount. The old man was fast asleep, and a night
lamp was bUl'lling on the table. The murderer was armed with a long,
sharp dagger, which glittered in his right hand, as he gradually drew
ne;1r to the bed, with a soft and careful step. But suddenly, when he
was only a few feet from the bed, a loud crackling noise was heard
sounding through the still chamber. It awoke the Oount. He Rat up in
.$ From" Nature's Mighty 'Yonders."
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bed. He saw the murderer approaching him. He seized a pistol, which
he always kept on his pillow, and pointing it to the man, he said, "If
you move another step I'll shoot you!" .
Then, with his other hand he rang the bell violently. Pretty soon his
servants rushed into the room. The murderer was taken prisoner, and
the wicked men who had hired him to do that dreadful deed were found
out and punished.
But what made the noise which woke the Count? It was a nut lying
on the floor. It happened that one of the boys of the company the
Count had had there the evening before had dropped a nut on the floor
in going through his uncle's room. And God, that God" who telleth the
number of the stars," and rules them in all their greatness, had caused
that nut to fall just where the murderer's foot would tread upon it, and
the noise of its crushing would wake the Count in time to save his life.
How wonderful this is !

EXPERIENCE.
THE state of my soul at times is such that I cannot describe. The frequent
changes it is the subject of are very perplexing. At one time the Lord
is felt to be good; His movings realized in the soul j a softened feeling
melts the heart, producing a meekened tone in the spirit. At another
time there is such a dissatisfaction, peevishness, and earthliness, during
.which there is no felt communion with God, no fellowship with Jesus in
His sufferings, no power with God in prayer, and no heart to bless and
praise the Lord for all His benefits. Oh, what a sinner I am! "Lord,
save me, or I perish." It must be indeed a great salvation to save such
a great sinner. I cannot see in a day all that I am saved from. Oh, if
the Lord would seal home upon my heart the blessed assurance that He
has loved me with an everlasting love, my mouth would then be open to
show forth His praise!
One thing particularly sticks to me, and that is the feeling of "the
heart being deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked." Oh, the
abominable hypocrisy and deception I find within! How many fears I
have had that I am a hypocrite! and yet I wish to be sincere and true
all the while. This staggers me at times, that, when I wish to speak
to the Lord in godly sincerity, even then there should arise up such
hypocrisy within, which stinks in my nostrils, and makes me to abhor
myself before the Lord. Nothing makes me so much to loathe myself afl
the felt love of God shed abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghost. My
greatest ease comes through Him, who bore the heaviest burden; my
sweetest joys through Him, who had the bitterest sorrows.
Eventually I hope to get rid of all my dross through Him who so
willingly endured the cross.
. Tetbury.
F. F.
THERE are critical times of danger. After great serVices for God,
honours, and consolations, we should stand upon our guard. Noah, Lot,
David, and Samson fell in these circumstances. Satan is a footpad: a
footpad will not attack a man in going to the bank, but in returning with
his pocket fall of money.
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QCorresuunbentt.
TH' AT MR. W 'LLS.
DEAR MR. EDITOR.- great man has fallen in Israel, and we are left
to weep in the vall y of tars.
Mr. J ames Well was a great man, made so by the Great and
Almighty God the oly Gho t, by whom he was delivered out of the
kingdom of at n, and by grace divine he was made meet for the Ohurch
of God, and to minister to poor and needy sinners, preaching the Gospel
of the grace f G d, with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven. He
was gr at in the ministry of the Gospel in that extraordinary and continued success which attended his labours until the last sermon that he
preach d.
There are persons in all parts of the world, and I have in my
joul'ueyings seen many, who had declared to me that he had been a
minister of life and salvation to their souls. His preaching was greatly
owned and blessed of God; it was of the experimental and searching
nature. He did not gloss over the great truths of the Gospel; thereby
keeping men in carnal security, in order to please their prejudices, but
preached as one who would declare the whole counsel of God.
He was great in decision, and could say, as the immortal Bunyan once
said, "The Almighty being my help and shield, I will suffer until even
the moss shall grow upon my eyebrows, if frail life continue so long, rather
than violate my faith and principles." Our brother's preaching was also
that bold, uncompromising testimony of truth, fearless both of men and
devils when he stood up in his Master's name.
He was great in humility, for the Lord cared for His servant, and gave
him ballast enough; so that he was never lifted up by pride, although he
had very much to make him proud.
I was present on the occasion of the fortieth anniversary of the formation of the Ohurch, and felt that that anniversary would be the last.
After that, he preached that great sermon on "Infant Salvation," and
then his last sermon at Bartlett's Buildings, on Friday night, where he
was taken ill, and went home never to return to his loved work again.
From that time, I felt persuaded that he would never preach again-that
his work was finished. The great chapel was finished and paid for;
the houses were finished and paid for; the lectures on the Revelation
were finished, and ready for the people; the sermon on Infant Salvation
was also finished. There appeared to me to be such a perfect finishing up
of all the great works that he had begun, and the house of God was set
in order, and now the Lord seemed to say, "Thou shalt die, and not live."
Afearful, cruel cancer was now commissioned to do its work, to pull down
the tabernacle into the dust 'Of death. The awful agony that he endured
at times cannot be described, and the influence of that dreadful cancer
upon his mind,.his nerves, and brain, was quite sufficient to produce permanent insanity, which at times I feal'ed would be the case; but, through
the goodness of our ever-gracious God, His poor affiicted servant was
saved from that distressing calamity. I know that it was reported in
different parts of the country that such was the case; but, blessed be
God, it was not true.
x
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I was preaching in Wiltshire in the month of March of last year. The
next morning a lady called where I was staying, and spoke to me of the
sermon that had been blessed to her soul. She attended the Church of
England when she could hear those men who preached free graee truths;
when such could not be heard, she then attended the Baptist Chapel.
On her way to see me, she called upon one of the deacons of the Baptist
Chapel at - - , expressing her regret and surprise at his not being present at the service on the past evening, when he replied, "Oh, I was not
going to hear such a man as John Bunyan McCure." "Why?" said the
lady. "He is a Baptist minister, and a man who preaches the truth."
"Oh," said the deacon, "he is a Vessel man." She, not understanding
what he meant (knowing nothing of the EM,thern Vessel), said, ,, Well, he
cannot help that. How could he have gone to Australia, and then returned
to England, if there were no vessels?" He said, "I don't IJ,lean that."
Said the lady, "Do you mean what Paul said, 'We have this treasure in
earthen vessels,' &c.?" "No," he replied, "I don't mean that."
"Well," said the lady, "what do you mean?" "I mean this-he
belongs to Wells' party" (the lady not having heard of Mr. Wells).
" Oh !" said the lady, "that is the party I like to belong to, for it is
said, 'With joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation.' " " I
don't mean that either." " Well, tell me what it is you do mean."
"I mean this," said the deacon, "that a person of' the name of Wells
preaches in Londonvery extravagant doctrines. The judgments of God have
been upon him. He has been affiicted in a most dreadful manner, and has
died a most awful death-quite out of his mind; and that is the party
Mr. McCure belongs to. Therefore I could not heal' him, or anyone else
that belongs to that party!"
I replied, "I am sorry, very sorry, that such a spirit can be found in a
deacon of a Church of truth. But I am thankful to God that what he
has told you is not true, for the Lord's afflicted servant is not dead! He is
somewhat better, has been in great darkness of souls:; but when I left
London yesterday, the Lord was graciously shining upon His servant."
Our dear departed Brother Wells, during the sixteen months of sore
affliction and suffering, was at times the subject of great mental depression of mind; and the cowardly enemy was permitted to take an
advantage of his weak and prostrate condition of the nervous system.
Sometimes he went down into the lowest depths, like J onah, who said, "For
thou hadst cast me into the deep, in the midst of the seas; and the floods
compassed me about; all Thy billows and Thy waves passed over me ; and
I cried out of my afflictions unto the Lord, and He heard me: out of the
belly of hell cried I ! "
I once had charge of a Christian friend, who was suddenly afflicted
with a mental depression, who one night, yea, for sixteen hours, while I
was with him, declared that he was in hell. He described to me the
horrors of hell, and the torments of the damned, in a way I shall never
forget. All his friends gave up all hope of his ever coming out of that
dreadful state; but God delivered him, "brought him up out of the horrible
pit, out of the miry clay, and set his feet upon the rock, and established
his goings, and put a new song into his mouth, even praise unto our
God." While Brother Wells was thus afflicted, there were many who
said that it was the judgment of God upon him, and that he would die
out of his mind!
"Thine enemies shall be found liars unto thee; and thou shalt tread
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upon their high places," is the word of God, which the Lord has most
graciously fulfilled in the experience of His servant, having sustained him
and brought him out of all his conflicts, through the fearful }ire, and preserved
his reason till tIle last.' .'
PRAISE YE THE

OnD,

LLELUIA.

I saw him not long b t r h t k t hi d ath-bed. I found him in
great bodily sufferings, ID aning f1' ID th pain he was enduring. He
was very pleased to
ID , and sp k to ID upon everal important
matters.
Mter awhil ,h 8p k und l' the influellC9 of th wo. ting cancer. He
said, " i V rytbin i 8. t rror to me; a knock at the door i a terror to me;
any on ailing to s ID i a terror; I cannot take oomfort in anything j
this l' ID is a t 1'1'01' to me j everything is a tenor to me :BUT DEATH and
JE U
lIJ.l.IS'1'; dsatll is no terror to me j I long to die." I informed him
that roth r 'oreman had crossed the river. He said, "I envy him,
for 1 n~ to depart; Jesus is no terror to me,. I desire to depart, and to be
with hl'1st, which is far better."
was at the house a week before he died. The enemy again tried to
cast him down. He was permitted for a season to thrust again at the
worn soldier as he laid upon his bed, but only that his defeat might be the
more signal.
And so it was. The next day the enemy was cast out, and he came off
more than conqueror, and with great joy he could say, "Thou has thrust
sore at me. that I might fall, but the Lord helped me, therefore will I
look unto the Lord; I will wait for the God 0f my salvation; my God
will hear me. Rejoice not against me, 0 mine enemy; when I fall I shall
arise, when I sit in darkness the Lord shall be a light unto me."
To his dear wife he said, "There is a crown for me;" for he could now
say with Paul, "Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, th" righteous Judge, shall give me at that day;
and not to me only, but unto all them also that love His appearing."
He then said, in the fullest confidence of faith," There I shall see His face,
And never, never sin ;
There from the rivers of His gl'ace
Drink endless pleasures in."
Which verse he often repeated, and said that it was 80 precioU8.
On Thursday the final victory came, and he now triumphed over all
that had been a terror to him, and the servant of the Lord rejoiced with
the greatest joy. For about ten minutes he prayed with a power that was
really wonderful, and seemed as if he would pray himself away to everlasting bliss.
Two days before he died he repeated that hymn : " What welcome news to sinners lost
Is this melodious sound;
Though sin-distressed and tempest-tossed,
Their sins cannot be found.
l< Their sins, more numerous than the stars,
In Jesus' blood were drowned;
And Zion's God in love declares
Their sins cannot be found."
On Lord's day, March the 10th, the good man died in the full assurance
of faith. During the day he r,epeated that verse:-
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" Jesus, the vision of Thy face
Hath overpow'ring charms;
Scarce shall I feel death's cold embrace
If Christ be in my arms."
And, just before he died, repeating- the last line several times: "If Clw~'st be
~'n my arms." And thus the servant of the Lord, despite the predictions of
Bome, lived and died a monument of Divine faithfulness. He was oast
down, but not destroyed. He was chastened sore, but was not given over
nnto death. God sovereignly tried his servant in a very mysterious way,
but not beyond the promised grace and strength.
He was great in the Gospel; he was also great in the sufferings of this
mortal life; and he was also great in the victories and triumphs of
Almighty grace over sin, death, and hell. He said, while in the river,
"Heaven will now triumph over hell." And now he is great with all
the redeemed in heaven, in the loud and high Alleluias of :praise: "Unto
Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in Bis own blood, and
hath made us kings and priests unto God and His Father, to Him be glory
and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.
The sustaining grace, establishing diviIle faithfulness. during forty-two
years of unparalleled success iu the Gospel, in the Surrey Tabernacle; the
enduring grace of God during the dark night of temptation, sorrow, and
aflliction; the triumphant and victorious departure of our Brother to
his heavenly home-we have cause to be pro?td of, and thankful to God,
who bestowed such grace. And that grace which was given uuto him, was
not in vain; it was sufficient, and he was more than a conqueror through
Him that loved him. The Lord in great mercy sustains the poor bereaved
wife, who will now experience an isolation she has never before known.
The ever-loving Husband of His poor widows and fatherless ones will
never, no, never forsake in the day of trouble. Weep not, the hand of the
Lord hath done this, and the Holy One of Israel hath created it.
"Himself hath done it; yes, although severe
May seem the stroke, and bitter be the cup,
'Tis His own hand that holds it, and I know
He'll give me grace to drink it meekly up."
The wilderness life with our loved ones-who are not lost, but gone
before-is now for ever past; they have come out of great tribulation, and
have entered into their rest, "where the wicked cease from troubling, and
where the weary are at rest."
Blessed be God, it will not be long when with us also the thorns, the
mountains, the fires, and trials of this mortal life will be over.
" Then in full sail my port I'll find,
And leave the world and sin behind."
The Lord grant unto the dear widow very much of the consolation of
His precious love and presence; His own word applied to the sorrowful
heart, by the power of God, and the Holy Ghost administering the balm of
Christ's love and sympathy, binding up the broken in heart, and healing
the wounds that R£8 own hand has made. Thy ever living and loving
hUilband, Jesus, now speaks to thee-"Let not your heart be troubled. I
have taken your earthly husband to the Hans£on-nou8e above. I will come
again, and receive you unto myself: that, where I am, there ye may be
also."
. When will He come? It may not be long, but it will be at the time
appointed!

(
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"Not now, my child-a little more rough tossing,
A little longer on the billows' foamA few more journeyin~s in the desert darkness,
And then the sunshme of thy Father's home."
And while I am quite SU1'e thn.t the Lord will not forsake the bereaved
and now sorrowful one,
ann t for ne moment think, that the
hundreds who have b n bl 8 d thr ugh the instrumentality of the
departed husband will n w '£ rg t th wife of his joys and sorrows,
but will comfort h r in h r widowed condition tb little while she may
remain in th wild rn
Praying that great grao from the God of all
grace may b giv n unto us, who are yet in the battle-field; so that we
may fi ht the go od fight of faith, aud overcome a:t last, shouting, " 0
dMtll, wlum is tAy sting? 0 grave, where i8 thy victory? Tlumks be to God,'
tohiol~ givetl~ 1'8 the viotory tlwough our Lord Jesus Chri8t."
70, Psnro8e treot, Walworth,
JOHN BUNYAN MOOUR'E.
.L1.pril13th, 1872.
INVITATIONS TO THE UNOONVERTED.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.

DEAR SIR,-Why has no lover of truth written in confirmation of "An
Old Reader's" article on the abuve subject? There are three letters on
one side and only one on the other. I consider, therefore, I have some
claim, in the interests of truth, to be heard in this matter; and ask you
kindly to insert the following remarks in your valuable Magazine, which
is much prized among our people.
And have things really come to such a pass, that the soundest men are
to be branded as Arminians? I hear that it has been proposed to hold
a Oonference of sovereign-grace-preachers; but, if such a spirit is to be
manifested, I, for one, shall most certainly absent myself.
Calvin, Owen, Leighton, Reach, Toplady, Haldaue, all held the same
views as " An Old Reader" on this point; and, I doubt not, many other
sound preachers. And yet, on that account, they are to be considered as
" Arminian preachers," who" seek to catch fish by specious means,"
and" use a hook, artfully concealed," in their "subtle sport, called
angling!" It is really shocking to read the untrue insinuations which
have been made. I hold the five points of Calvinism, I trust, as strongly
as any man; but must protest against such expressions of pretended
infallibility, as anything but" good to the use of edifying."
To substantiate what I have said above, let me refer to Dr. Owen.
In his "Life and Death, Natural and Spiritual, Compared," he says,
"Preachers have sufficient warrant to press upon all men the duties of
faith, repentance, and obedience, although they know that in themselves
they have not a sufficiency of ability for their due performance; for (1)
it is the will and command of God, that so they should do, and that is
the rule of all our duties. They are not to consider what man can or will
do, but what God requires. To make a judgment of men's ability, and
to accommodate the commands of God unto them accordingly, is not
committed unto any of the sons of men. (2.) They have a double end
in pressing on men the observance of duties, with a supposition of the
state of impotency desci'ibed; (a) to prevent them from such courses of
sin as would harden them; (b) to exercise a means appointed of God for
their conversion."
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I could quote from Calvin on Rom. x. 21, and from Leightoll on 1
Peter iii. 20; but, to be brief, I will only trouble yOll with two more
quotations, one from B. Keach, the other from R. Haldane. Of the
former the late lamented Rev. W. Parks, Openshaw, speaks, as an
"eminent Divine," and of the latter as a "deeply-taug'ht man of God."
And most true is this testimony. Keach says, in his sermon on Matthew
xxii. 5, "They that make light of this offer do make light of the most
gracious offer and invitation. . . . . . . (3.) It is an oft-repeated
invitation. . . . . May be some of you have been invited an hundred
times to come to Christ, to believe in Christ; yea, a thousand times, and
yet refuse. . . . . . (7.) It is a pressing, and most earnest invitation.
Alas! the sinner's life lies at stake, his soul is in danger" (2 Cor. v. 2).
R. Haldane, on Romans v. 2, says, "The difficulty of those who feel
themselves restrained in exhorting sinners to believe the Gospel, on the
ground that the atonement of Christ was not made for all, is the same as
that which is experienced by some who, believing the doctrine of election,
suppose it inconsistent to exhort all indiscriminately to believe the
Gospel. . . . In this they ,err. . . . . All are invited to rely upon it
for pardon, as freely and fully as if they kUBw that God designed it for
them from all eternity. . . . In the proclamation of the Gospel no
restriction is held forth respecting election or reprobation."
But now let us turn to Scripture. ." J osiah " asks to be shown " one"
passage " from Genesis to Revelation where an invitation is given without the character being described or implied (in proof of life already
imparted. . . .) &c., &c." There are very many. Take, for example,
Psalm ii. 10 to 12, and iv. 2 to 5. Are these exhortations addressed to
living souls? Are" Kings," who "take counsel together against the
Lord and against His anointed," and those who "love vanity and seek
after lies," living souls? Do they not "twist the Scriptures "-1 won't
nncharitably say" to serve their purpose "-who would affirm it. Yet
these are exhorted to " Kiss the Son," to "offer the sacrifices of righteous¥ess, and put their trust in the Lord." In Prov. i. 20 to 27, I find'that
Christ by His ministers, "in the chief place of concourse," calls upon
.. scorners, and those who hate knowledge," whose end is to be destroyed
and slain (ver. 32), to turn at His reproof in the" ministration of the
Spirit," i.e., the preaching of the Gospel. So, too, in chapter viii. throughout. Some, I know, would interpret the words" 0 ye children," in verse
32,of the last-named chapter, to mean the children of God. But it is a
plain perversion of Scripture to do so. This is too obvious to an impartial trnth-seeker to need any proof. In 2 Cor. v. 2, Paul says, "Knowing the terrors of the Lord, we persuade men." Persuade to what?
Why, to what Moses and the prophets exhort to, viz., to flee from the
wrath to come, and seek shelter in Christ. See Luke xvi. 31, and compare the context there. Again, in 2 Cor. v. 20, he declares, "We are
ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech men'y us : we pray
them, in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God." It is clear that the
word "you" is wrongly supplied; for the Corinthians were already
"reconciled," as we find in verse 18, and in chap. i. 1, he calls them
"the Church of God." To them he speaks (as to the reality of the work
within them) in chap. vi. 1. Some indeed would tell us that the reconciliation spoken of in verse 20, is nothing more than that of Christians
to all the will of God. This to my mind is a gross violation of the whole
scope of the Apostle's argument. I will not further trespass upon your
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apace by remarking upon other pas a s, though I long to do so. Suffic
it to name one or two more-Psalm.
v. 7, 8; Isaiah Iv. 6, 7; Acts xiv.
15, xvii. 30; Rom. i, 5, ii. 4,0, . 1
21, xvi. 26; 2 Thess. i. 10 j
Heb. iii. 12 to iv. 12; Rev. iiL 17, 1 .
In conclusion, I would say, may
d iv u grace to lay aside all
"bitterness and evil speaking," in our aT haft r truth, and ever to
bear in mind the advice in 1 Oor. iv. 6 t 8.
h! 1 t us remember, as
we are taught in verse 4, that though we m.ay "kn w nothing against
ourselves," either in doctrine or practice, yet"
that judgeth us is the
Lord." All, even the most clearly taught, have sorn r mnn,nts of "freewill notions." But He "who is able to subdue all thing to imself"
will, at death, and not before, "shiver to pieces" all rr n u ideas,
and, bl s d be God, we shall all hereafter see eye to eyo. " OW we
11
thr ugh a glass darkly, but then," through Him in wh m we
b Ji v, v n J u, our "All in all," our" Alpha and Omega," " fo.ce to
fa "
aviol4r'a Paraonage, BaOltp.
W. JOBN80N.
TO WEARERS OF THE OROSS.
My DEAR FRIEND,-AllOW me to ask you a few questions j are you a
Protestant? You say you are, then why wear the MARK OF THE BEAST?
'l'HAT OROSS you have on is a BADGE OF POPERY, and is introduced into
this Protestant country by the JESUITS, to ROMANIZE the rising generation, and you are helping them by your example, to accomplish the con·
, version of our children to POPERY! ! !
You say that you have no sympathy with Popery in any form; you
only wear the cross as an emblem of Ohrist. Are you not aware that,
instead of this CltOSS being an emblem of Ohrist, it is a representation of the instrument of Ohrist's sufferings? That CROSS represents the
TI~EE on which the Saviour was hanged; to be consistent, you ought to
have the emblem of the KNOTTED SCOURGE, the NAILS, SPEAR, and CROWN
of THORNS, and then reiterate the cry of those who hated Him-" Away
with Him! CRUCIFY HIM! CRUCIFY HIM!"
It is not the crucifixion, but it is Ohrist, the once crucified One, who is
the glory and hope of all who believe in Jesus, whose prayer with Paul
is, "God forbid that I should glory save in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ." (That is, the sufferings of Ohrist for the redemption of His
people.) The minds of our children are BuscJl',ible to both good and
evil, and more frequently will they rather follow an evil example than a
good one.
I entreat you, my dear friend, Bet a PROTESTANT example by NO
WEARING THE OROSS.
I have received an immense number of crosses (given to me) as the
result of this argument as TROPHIES of CONVINCED ERROR.
Dear reader, do thou likewise, that the weak and undecided may learn
of you to hold fast the profession of your Protestant faith without
wavering.
Your willing servant for Ohrist's sake,
JOHN BUNYAN McOURE.
70, Penrose Street, Walworth.
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A LINE FROM AFAR!
To the Editor of the Gospel Jfagazine.
Gowhatty, Assam, india, Marcl~ 16, 1872.

DEAR SIR,-The February number of the Magazine reached this outof-the-way station on the 9th March. I received it myself from the post,
office, and on my way home opened it, and the first thing I read in it
was your reply, on page 113, to some who suggested some alterations and
additions to be made so as to render the Magazine more popular with the
reading public, and more congem"al to the general taste8. Our little church
was close by, and, as I had the key in my pocket, I immediately went in,
and there alone, where prayer and praise were wont to be made and
offered, I praised and blessed the Lord for His grace in you, enabling
you to resist these suggestions, and I prayed for you that you may be
perseveringly kept from doing anything of the kind. The truth as it is
in Jesus-the Gospel of God's free grace-has never been popular in the
world since the fall, nor can it be while the ., carnu.! mind is enmity
against God." The Lord's own people don't care much for popular
preachers, popular meetings, or popular magazines j nor do weary and
heavy-laden sinners find therein that which alone can give freedom and
liberty to their souls. There is so much smoothing down, so much
holding back, so much covering up and altering of the truth, lest offence
may be given j so much of creature exaltation, that souls are famished
instead of being fed, and kept in bondage instead of being led out into
the glorious liberty wherewith Ohrist makes His people free.
My prayer for you is that you may be upheld and sustained in your
important work, and that when it pleases the Lord to take you to
Himself, He will be pleased graciously to set over the Magazine a man
who (the Spirit aiding and helping him) may carry it on as it has
hitherto been, not only as a Protestant Beacon, but, as I have always
found it, a means of grace for refreshing and building up the elect Ohurch
of God.
I am, my dear sir,
Yours in Ohrist Jesus,
GEORGE LOVELY,
Seniot· Chaplain KM.'s Ind~"an Servic8.

[We thank our unknown, yet well-known, brother for his affectionate
and refreshing words. What a marvellous-we had nearly said species
of spiritual freemasonry - runs through the election of grace! Redeemed by the same blood, how those taught by the same Spirit-enlisted
under the same banner-brought into the same school-engaged in tho
same warfare-prompted by the same love-journeying through the same
wilderness-lookiL.g to the same Lord-and longing for th same home,
realize a fellowship of feeling and a oneness of heart, wh revel' they may
be, however they may be, and under whatsoever d nominational name
they may pass. And, if this be the case on earth, amid all its travail and
turmoil, and in spite of their ten thousand ins, frailties, and infirmities,
oh! dear brother, what will it be when th y 0.1' d liv red from the burden
of the flesh, and are in joy and £ licity?-s ing the Beloved" no more
as through a glass darkly, but face to face?" Well, indeed, may the
blessed and glorified TOPLADY sing:" If such the sweetness of the streams,
What must the Fountain be,

The Gospel Magazine.

281

Where saints and angels draw their bliss,
Immediately from Thee ?"
We heartily wish our dear brother would write again, and give us some
particulars of his position and work in that far-off land.-En. ]
LITTLE HELPS; OR, WORDS IN SEASON.
To the Editm' of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIlI.,-" As it:. water face answereth to face, so the heart of man to
man" (Prov. xxvii. 19). Never was Scripture more signally fulfilled than in
the description you Lave given of yourself in this month's Old Jonathan,
under the heading of " Old J onathan at School." N ever did a spiritual
anatomist describe with greater accuracy the workings of the old man of
sin, under the power of an evil heart of unbelief, and a tempting devil,
and the new man of grace under the sweet leading, teaching, and power
of the Holy Ghost, revealing a precious Lord Jesus as our all and in all,
than you have done there. It is true to the very life. Although I have
only been in the Master's school twenty-two years, and you nearly fifty,
yet I see the Master is teaching me the self-same lesson He is teaching
you, and in the self-same painful way. Somehow, for some time past,
things have been very different with mE' to what they formerly were. I
have enjoyed little of the Lord's presence. Instead of abiding with, He
has left me, and made we feel the power of an evil heart of unbelief, and
a tempting devil, so that I have longed for death, like Job (ch. iii.
20-26). On Saturday evening, the 30th ult., I read Job xxiii. betore
family prayer. What I said in prayer I should be utterly ashamed to tell
you; but what you say about one of the oldest and best taught of the
Master's scholars having wl'itten in His Book, "The good that I would,
I do not; but the evil which I would not, that I do" (Rom. vii. 19), was
part of my confession before the throne. But I went a step further, and
said, "Oh, wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body
of this death?" (v. 24). The following morning (Sunday, March 3rd),
as I was left alone in my parlour (my wife and children having gone to
chapel), I took up Old Jonathan, and began to read it. Presently I came
to the article headed, "Old J onathan at School," and soon found the
author's description of himself gave me a life's picture of myself. What
he said about one day finding written in his Master's book (which I
have. mentioned) made my heart begin to melt; but his description of the
Master's goodness was more than I could stand: it broke me all to pieces,
and made my eyes overflow with tears. Oh, how true is that description
of the Lord's goodness to a poor, vile, worthless worm! Oh, the riches
of sovereign grace in a precious Lord J"esus !
When my dear wife came home from chapel, she said, "I think
there is a piece in Old Jonathan that will suit you." I replied that it had
suited me indeed, and was immediately melted to tears. She said, " The
Lord blesses you more than He does us." I replied that it was all very
nice to get the Lord's smile and His blessing, but the way-oh, the way!
'1'he fire and the water, the affiiction and the misery, the wormword and
the gall-Cl My soul hath them still in remembrance, and is humbled in
me" (Lam. iii. 20). When I was taken to rest (for it has pleased the
Lord to lay me aside with paraplegia now nearly three years, so that I
can neither stand, nor walk), the Lord's goodness was again brought so
pow~rfully to my mind, that I could not help sobbing and crying for some
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time. Surely, my dear sir, the Lord led you by His gl'aciOltS Spirit to pen
that article for rny special cornfort and encouragement. If that is the work of
theHoly Ghost in your soul-and I have no doubt it is-it must be so in
mine. If you are right for eternity, so am I. We are bound together in
the bundle of life with the Lord our God. In you I have a fellowtraveller whose leading and teaching are like my own, and one who, the
longer he lives, instead of being able to trust the Lord, and walk more
by faith, becomes more fearful and unbelieving-to my shame I say itunless continually 8ustained by Almighty grace.
1 desire to bless the Lord for such blessed helps by the way. It is not
often one gets such a lift as this. The Lord grant the sweet feeling sense
of His goodness may abide with us (for I do hope and pray He will make
what I have written a blessing to your soul) many days! May the Lord
be graciously pleased still to be with, and bless you, is the prayer of
Yours faithfully in Him,
Liverpool, April 6, 1872.
P. L.
[The article to which our beloved unknown, yet well-known, correspondent refers, was written, if we remember rightly, about fifteen years
ago. It was reproduced in consequence of our having lately taken down
an old volume of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, when (meeting with it) we
thought that probably it might prove a "word in season" to some poor
tried and tempted one in the Lord's school. Thanks to His dear and
adorable name that it has proved so! And now, in order to show how
one member of the mystic body is dependent upon other members of the
mystic body, and that one cannot say to the other, "I have no need of
thee," we may tell our so deepy-tried and afflicted friend, that no word
could have reached us in a more timely or acceptable way than his most
cheering and refreshing letter. We need not enter into particulars;
suffice it to say, that we never remember a communication to have been
more opportune than his proved to be. It came at the right moment, ,
just as all the Lord's words do come, come they from whatever source or
through whatever channel it may be His wisdom and His love to appoint.
And now, whilst we most heartily thank our unknown friend and brother
for his so timely and acceptable letter, we pray our God most tenderly
and lovingly and graciously to cheer and sustain him. Be it his to feel
the full force and precious power of that memorable word of the Apostle,
, , Unto you it is given, on the behalf of Christ, not only to believe, but also
to suffer for His sake." Oh, in what a God-glorifying way are those of
the Lord's children serving Him who are called to suffer for Him j and,
in connexion with their sufferings, to prove what "the work of faith,
and labour of love, and patience of hope" is !-&.]
WHAT THE GOSPEL IS AND DOES.
THE Gospel is good news to such as are inwardly Jews.
It is God's power, to those who make the enemy cower.
]J; lifts up those whom sin has thrown down.
It saves those whom Satan would destroy.
It sheds light on those affected with sin's blight.
It pours oil into the souls of the Lord's sons of toil.
It gives succour to the poor child of God when in a flutter.
It brings a blessing to those who deserve a curse.
It brings riches to the bankrupt sinner.
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It brings honey, without any money.
It contains the greatest blessings for the greatest sinners.
It is of the greatest use when the believer is suffering from the world's
abuse.
It contains a mine of jewels to those who, in spiritual things, feel
themselves poor tools.
Those who have been quiokened from the dead look to Christ-the
living Head-for Gospel bread.
It contains wells that we never empty, and springs that never :£ail.
It contains pastures that are always green, and a fire that consumes
every brier.
It has a cupboard that is always full of bread, and cellars full of
the choicest wine.
.
It has a medicine-chest full of healing medicines, and gives instructions
how to use them.
When its saving power is known and felt in the soul, it makes the thief
honest, the intemperate temperate, the liar truthful, the foolish wise, the
weak strong, the covetous liberal, the hard heart soft, the proud humble,
and the self-willed submissive to its Divine order
ldbury.
F. F.

A SPLENDID OHAPTER.
EPHESIANS ii.

Beginning with Regeneration and ending with Glory.
EMBODYINGREGENERATION.-" You hath He quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins" (ver. 1).
UNllEGENERACY.-" The spirit that now worketh III the children of
disobedience" (ver. 2).
MERCY.-" But God, who is rich in mercy" (ver. 4).
LOYE.-" For His great love wherewith He loved us" (ver. 4).
SALYATION.-" By grace are ye saved" (ver. 5).
UNION.-" Made us sit together in heavenly places in Ohrist 1esus"
(ver. 6).
GRACE.-" For by grace are ye saved" (ver. 8).
F AITH.-" Through faith, and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of
God" (ver. 8).
FRUITS.-" Not of works, lest any man should boast" (ver. 9).
BLOOD.-" But now in Ohrist Jesus, ye who sometimes were far off are
made nigh by His blood" (ver. 13).
AToNEMENT.-" And that He might reconcile both unto God in one
body by the cross" (ver. 16).
TRINITY.-" For through Him, we both have access by one Spirit unto
the Fath~r" (ver. 18).
RELATIONsHIP.-" Fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household
of God" (ver. 19).
GLORY.-" An habitation of God through the Spird" (ver. 20).
DEAR READER.-Ponder over this sublime chapter of God's Word,
and may the Spirit of Truth bless it to your soul!
Woodbury, Wanstead.
G. O.
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O£htnts.-~

!ltonfg[g

~late.

THE Commission appointed to consider the question of Sunday postal
labour has issued its report. It states that ;-" Doubtless, in the
interests of the letter-carriers, it might well be wished that all could be
relieved wholly from work on Sundays;" but it seems to regard this as
practically impossible, and recommends, first, that a " Sunday rural post
shall be taken off, if the receivers of two-thirds of the letters for the district desire its discontinuance;" secondly, that "no Sunday rural post
shall be put on unless the receivers of two-thirds of the letters for the
district desire its estflblishment, or (as the case may be) its restoration ;"
thirdly, "For the relief and benefit of such of the post messengers performing arduous work as may still be required to travel on Sunday, we
would recomm4;nd that, whenever possible, all messengers who travel as
many as fourteen miles daily in the performance of their official work on
week-days, should, by the employment of a substitute at the expense of
the department, be entirely relieved from work on every alternate Sunday,
whether such Sunday work be heavy or light." This last mentioned
recommendation, it is said, will, if adopted, cost £4,500 a-year. We are
glad to heal' of these recommendations, and hope that they will be carried
,out, although we cannot see why postal labour on the Sabbath should not
be done away with altogether. As the Rock very well observes ;-" Considering that the great Post Office of Lundon is closed on that day, and
that the vast modern Babylon, with a population equal to the whole of
Scotland, enjoys majestic repose in so far as the delivery of letters is concerned on the Sabbath-day, it seems passing strange that so much postal
labour should exist on Sabbaths throughout the provinces. It is an evil
thing in itself that so many men in Great Britain should thus be forcibly
deprived more or less of their Sabbath rest. It must be very evil in its
consequences, considering the corrupting tendency of a life in which the
law of God is not strictly observed. The privation, moreover, of sacred
rest and Christian ordinances in the case of men to whom such important
public and private interests are committed is peculiarly objectionable;
and, when we think to what an extent the Sabbath Post Office calls into
requisition the work of the Sabbath railways, and the letter deliveries of
the Post Office set in motion other wheels of labour and business, it is
quite manifest that an immense amount of unnecessary Sabbath profanation must spring from this one source. The men of the Post Office,
besides, being the servants of the community, our responsibility in the
matter is great, and the duty of all to seek to abate or remove the evil
becomes peculiarly evident."
One of the most remarkable receptions which has probably ever been
given to a political leader, was given to Mr. Disraeli on his recent visit to
Manchester. The enthusiasm displayed was wonderful. The procession was
more than two hours in its passage through the streets, which were lined
with enthusiastic spectators, although rain fell incessantly. The horses
were taken from the carriage, and it was drawn by a number of volunteers. The Pomona Temple, one of the largest edifices in the country,
and capable of holding from 30,000 to 40,000 persons, was densely filled
and more than two hundred addresses were presented to Mr. Disraeli.
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Strikes are becoming more prevalent than ever. Agriculturallabourers
are taking advantage of them, and even schoolmasters are showing a
disposition to imitate their example. The subject is a very difficult one;
in some cases working men seem to be very badly paid, and it is most
desirable that their condition in this respect should be improved; but in
other cases they are very well paid, and yet they are dissatisfied, qombining together to exaot terms which may be a serious injury to trade
and a great detriment to their employers. Respecting the agricultural
strike, a long letter has been published from" S. G. 0." He points out
that this movement has begotten an element of disturbance in the whole
economy of estate management, which can only be allayed by a complete
reconsideration of the entire relations between landowner, tenant, and
labourer. One of the greatest dangers to all concerned, he fears, is
that this strife may beget angry, bitter recrimination of class against
class.
We are glad to see that Mr. George Mackey, the Protestant lecturer,
has at last been released from prison, after having been incarcerat·ed
there for fifteen months (three for circulating the" Confessional Unmasked," and twelve for refusing to find bail for twelve months, against
the repetition of what he held to be no offence). Upon his liberation a
party of clergymen and others received him outside the prison gates, and
escorted him to the George Hotel, Winchester, to luncheon. We learn
froID a newspaper report, that "The speeches made on the occasion were
warmly vindicatory of Mr. Mackey and condemnatory of Popery and
Ritualism. Among other letters expressive of sympathy, there was one
from Mr. Newdegate, M.P. Mr. Mackey was presented with a travelling
bag, on which was the following inscription :-' Presented to Mr. George
Mackey, on his liberation, April 3, 1872, from an unjust imprisonment
of fifteen months for righteousness' sake, in Winchester Gaol: as a token
of sincere and affectionate sympathy and esteem from a few of his
Christian friends.' 'I'exts quoted-1 Tim. i. 9; Acts xii. 5. Mr. Mackey,
in the course of a very vigorous and even eloquent address, thanked his
friends for their great kindness to him, and felt supported by their
recognition of his character and conduct. Another crowded meeting was
held at the Gymnasium in the evening. A Bible and Prayer Book were
presented to Mr. Mackey, and very valuable testimonials will be given
him in London. An address, beautifully written and engrossed, was read
by the Chairman, and given to Mr. Mackey, expressing sympathy with
him in the sufferings he had endured."
Dr. Dollinger, of Munich, is speaking out in a most remarkable
manner. In his latest lectures in the University of Munich he openly
acknowledged the merit of Luther, whom he called the greatest genius,
an intellectual Titan, and one of the best men Germany ever possessed.
While, he said, Luther spoke inspired by the Spirit, his adversaries only
stammered; while he purified the Church, Rome sank deeper and deeper
in corruption. In point of fact, Dollinger approved most things Luther
had done, only blaming his abrogating the Episcopal office, and thereby
breaking the continuity of Apostolical succession. His observations
respecting the Papacy were equally striking. "The Papacy," he freely
asserted, "is based upon an audacious falsification of Biblical history.
A forgery in its very outset, it has during the long years of its existence
exercised a pernicious influence upon Church and State alike." Respecting the Jesuits, he said, "Their very breath is more deadly than pestilence.
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To Germany especially they have proved a worse enemy than the Turks
and the Huns. '1'hey plunged this country into the 'Thirty Years' War,'
which destroyed two-thirds of its inhabitants, and left it weak and
divided agaiost itself for a couple of centuries. They involved the
Hapsburgs in the suicidal policy which could not but end in their
exclusion from Germany. They cheated Spain of her world-wide
dominion, sacrificed Poland, and so utterly degraded tp.e Gallican Church
that the political humiliation of France became a mere question of time."
To these censures was added the certain conviction that, freeing themselves from Pope and Loyola, the German Catholics would some day join
their Protestant compatriots, and establish an undivided national Church
extending from the borders of Russia to the confines of France. It will
be easily understood that these lectures of the venerable Professor have
created a sensation.
A most objectionable Bill is now before Parliament, entitled the
"Religious Disabilities Abolition Bill." Its object is to open the
positions of Lord Lieutenant of Ireland and Lord Chancellor of England
to Roman Catholics; and it further proposes to repeal the clauses of the
Emancipation Act of 1829, whereby the residence of Jesuits and members
of the other male orders of the Church of Rome in this country is
rendered illegal; and further, to repeal the ancient statute against
Superstitious U ses,-which is chiefly directed to prevent the dedication
of property to these Orders in mortmain, that is in perpetuity. All true
Protestants ought boldly and perseveringly to oppose this Bill, for its
evil consequences, if it be allowed to pass, may be very serious.
The conduct of the Government with regard to the claims of the Roman
Catholic hierarchy has again become very suspicious. The University of
Dublin was founded by Queen Elizabeth as a Protestant University, but
Roman Catholic students have been admitted into it without any interference with their religious opinions, and with all the advantages afforded
to other students, except that they have not been admitted into the
governing body. Mr. Fawcett has brought forward a Bill-this year for
the second time-to abolish even this last remaining restriction, and to
throw open even the governing body to the Romanists. But this does not
content them; they want nothing less than a university founded for themselves; one which shall be exclusively their own, in addition to the college
of Maynooth. And, sad to see, the Premier of England truckles to
them. He does not speak out boldly and plainly, but he sufficiently
indicates his meaning. As the Times observes :-" The Premier has
simply sanctioned the most extreme complaints of the Roman Oatholic
agitators, and has afforded no indication whatever of the means by which
he will allay the agitation he has fanned."
Further particulars reach us respecting the rescue of Dr. Tristram
and his party. Mr. Oook states, in a letter to the Times, speaking of a
meeting which was held in the Prussian Oonsulate in Jerusalem:"There were present about thirty ladies and gentlemen to hear the
Doctor's thrilling story, in which were given the chief events of a seven
weeks' tour from the southern to the northern points of the Dead Sea,
and far into the interior of a country hitherto unexplored, and not
correctly indicated by any existing maps. The party started under the
escort of Abli Dhaook, a trustworthy sheik of Rebron, who had a rather
severe encounter with a large party of almost naked and rabid Bedouins,
'before they got into the clutches of Imdjally, a notorious sheik of Keruk,
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whose influence prevails over a great extent of country. With professions of friendship and protection, this sheik made captives of the party,
and held them for a ransom of £600 for four days. But in the meantime they managed to get a letter oonv yed by an Arab to Mr. Consul
Moore, of this city, and in about tw nty-four hours a troop of soldiers was
collected from Jerusalem and abl LIS, ,h soon got within a day's
march of Keruk, wher th lJ 1 a.l'nt that th tyl'aut had heard of their
approach and had lib r t d hi pri n rs a.t th low cost, inclusive of
other levies, of £ 5.
n an th r day th tr p might have occupied
Keruk, and probably
ur d th ah ik j but, n t 1 graphing to the Pasha
of Damasoua £ r in tru tion ,th g n ral fB. l' in ommand was ordered
to retire. But thi matt r will not nd her , and it is not improbable that
this event may 1 a.d t th opening of the Moabitish region beyond the
Jordan a.nd the
ad a, to visitors, thus offering a field of new exploration a.nd tra rdina'Y interest. The description given by Dr. Tristram
of th r gion that his party visited north and north-east of Keruk, was of
the In t aUl'a. tive character, the mountains and valleys presenting views
of extraordinary grandeur, thousands of palms and other trees covering
the lopes, and the plains beyond being rich in pasturage, corn, and
oattle, miles of camels, sheep, goats, and oxen being seen marching in
procession. In Beni Sakhr, the Sheik Faudel Fayez manifested great
friendship, and for the opening of the country, which is full of great ruins
as well as natural beauties, all that is required is the subjection of the
Sheik of Keruk. It is somewhat singular that my own dragoman,
Alexander Roward, of Beyrout, under the escort of Abu Dahook, of
Rebron, two years ago visited Keruk with a small party of' English
gentlemen, and was cordially received by Imdjally, who required from
them very moderate backsheish."
MillS Whateley's work in Egypt continues to prosper; she gives an
interesting description of a gala-day in her school :-" We had the day
before yesterday a very cheering and pretty sight, in the recently built schoolhouse in the outskirts of Cairo. The girls' school was transferred from a
temporary apartment below to' their now completed rooms abovestairs,
and their mothers were invited to be present, in order to try and assemble
some of these ignorant women and excite an interest in them about what
their children learnt. On the former occasion (that of the dedication of
the schoolhouse and removal of the pupils from the old hired building)
only the fathers had been there, as the customs and prejudices of the
country prevented the women from appearing in a mixed assembly. Even
now, when it was fully understood that the ladies of the family would
receive them, and no one else be of the party, the Mohammedans of the
better class refused permission to their wives to go, and of the two-andtwenty mothers who responded to our invitation, only about half-a-dozen
were Moha=edans, and these quite poor women; the remainder were
Copts, with one or two Syrians J1nd a Greek lady, whose child has lately
been added to the scholars. There was every variety of dress, from the
flowing tOb8 (or loose outdoor dress) of rich blue or yellow, or pink silk,
down to the coarse dark mantle of blue cotton or linen worn by the
peasants, but the distinctions of rank being much less marked (happily
for us) than in northern lands, no difficulty was found in the mixing of
different persons, and all saluted each other with great courtesy. When
the children were assembled in the large hall, and every mother present
had pointed out her own treasure (doubtless thinking her the flower of
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the flock), sherbet and coffee were served, with plates of native sugarplums, which were then distributed to the girls. After a good deal of
desultory talk to the different little groups, I proposed that they should
hear the children read aloud. The older girls then read the history of
the birth of Moses from Exodus, and by a few questions I drew forth
some little explanations for the sake of the far more ignorant mothers.
Amongst others, one was asked, 'Who did Moses say God would raise up
a long time after him?' Answer-' One greater than himself.' And
who was that? 'Jesus Christ.' The next class were then desired to
read part of the 1st chapter of St. John's Gospel, and I said to the
women, 'Now we will hear of Him, who was greater than Moses.' Some
questions and explanations were given on this also, then the little ones
repeated their infant Catechism, and the writing and embroidery we're
displayed. It must be confessed that the latter accomplishment was more
within their powers to appreciate, as not one of the women, high or Iow,
could tell one letter from another, but they really seemed pleased; and
even one of the poorest-a Moslem widow, whose two little girls had been
sent to the school, to please a wealthy Syrian lady to whom she acted as
servant-exclaimed, 'Praise God for all this, it is all good, and I give you
my children; and Fatmeh and Zohra are now only for my lady and for
you!' All indeed appeared pleased, and everyone admired the spacious,
lofty rooms, and clean, new benches, and the general arrangements of the
whole. It was impossible to have a regular address, or anything like
evident teaching among a party of this kind, especially as Moslems were
present, who are very difficult to manage, and easily take flight from a
Christian assembly. But by means of questions to their children and a
few earnest observations addressed to each little group in turn, trying to
show them our great object, and the desire that by God's mercy the
children might meet in a better and larger assembly than any earthly
one; there was an upholding of the banner of the truth, and some responded with apparent interest. All were still while the Lord's Prayer
was softly and reverently repeated by the whole band of scholars, and
after this the children were dismissed, and the mothers by degrees
followed. Many of the better class lingered, however, to smoke a paper
cigar, and chat."
REVIEW.
of a Child.
By the Rev. P. B. POWER, M.A. London:
W. Macintosh, Paternoster Row.
A FIRST-RATE' Tract. It ought to be in the hands of every parent
in the kingdom. Having read it with intense pleasure ourselves, we
thought we could not do better than at once go and read it at our
Monday's Mothers' Meeting. From forty-five to fifty were assembled,
and seldom (if ever) was a tract listened to with deeper interest.
Thousands (we doubt not) will rise from the perusal of this little work
with very different views to what they ever held about" the use of a
child."

The

me

IN heaven there are no prayers, but all praises. I am apt to think
that there cannot be a clearf'r nor a greater argument of a man's right to
heaven and ripeness for heaven than this-being much in the work of
heaven here on earth. There is no grace but love, and no duty but thankfulness, that goes with us to heaven.-BRooKS.

