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MEMORIALS OF MERCY; OR, THE CLOSING UP OF
OUR THIRTY-FOURTH YEAR'S EDITORSHIP.
"0 God, Thou hast taught me ./i'om my youth: and hitherto have
I declared Thy wondrous 1(;O)'ks. lY01V also when I am old and greyheaded, 0 God, fo)'sake me not __ until I have shewed Thy strength
ttnto tMs generation, cmd Thy power to everyone that is to come."-

lxxi. 17, 18.
IF it behoved the people of God of old to set up their" stones of
help" at their "Bethels," and by the Red Sea, and at Jordan; and
if between Mizpeh and Shen "Ebenezer" was to be recorded, in
proof that" hitherto the Lord had helped;" surely it is not less
incumbent upon the members of the household of faith now to record
the love-acts of J ehovah and to testify to divine faithfulness and allsufficiency, especially in such a God-dishonouring, Christ-despising,
and Bible-disputing age as that in which we live.
The present day we consider to be most contradictory. On the
one hand, men hate the truth; on the other hand, men ltide it. The
former despise and deny it; the latter-and among these are some
of whom better things might be hoped-fai~ to testifY-of the righteous
acts of the Lord. Either from pride or cowardice, or an admixture of
the two, the Lord's mercies are allowed to
PSALM

" Lie buried in forgetfulness.
And without praises die."

Were the Psalmist now living, and did he venture to say at the
present what he did in days of old, "Come, all ye that fear God,
and I will declare to you what He hath done for my soul," he would
be uenounced as an egotist indeed. Now, these prejudices arise either
from a personal ignorance of the Spirit's work in the soul, or else from
a failing to see that a true disciple of Christ wants, in all he says and
does, to point like a finger-post (1&) to his Lord! The language
both of his lip and life he would ever have to be, in common with
Paul, "Yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me."
s
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Reader, be it ours never to lose sight of the fact, that the Psalmist
was continually testifying of what the Lord had done aforetime.
Speaking of those things, he says, "which we have heard, and
known, and our fathers have told us." May we never forget, either,
how in like manner he desired that after-generations should experience
and enjoy similar benefits. "We will not," he adds, "hide them
from their children, shewing to the generations to come the praises of
the Lord, and His strength, and His wonderful works that He hath
done." Yea, moreover, the Psalmist testifies to the solomn injunotion
that was laid upon the Old Testament Ohuroh, whero he says, "For
He established a testimollY in J aoob, and appointed a law in Israel,
which He commanded our fathers, that they should make them
known to their children: that the generation to come might know
them, even the children which should be born; who should ariso and
declare them to their children: that they might set their hope in
God, and not forget the works of God, but keep His commandments"
(Psalm lxxviii. 5-7).
Reader, who, think you, will ever be able duly to estimate the
blessing whioh has arisen fi:om the recorded experienoes of the Lord's
dear children, not merely in Bible-times, but since? Ho:-v true has
it ever been found, and will be to the end of time, "as in water face
answereth to face, so cloth the heart of man to man." How equally
true it is, "that as iron sharpeneth iron, so doth the countenance of
.
a man his friend."
We have been lately reading some of Huntington's Posthumous
Letters and Triggs' Memorial; and, although we gladly pass by
what both the one and the other say of men, yet, when they come to
open up theu: own personal experiences, oh, how have we rEjoiced to
trace our own footsteps; to see that the very path 1ce are called to
traverse is precisely that which they had both long since trodden.
Hence follows the mercy" We are travelling home to God,
By the way our fatherlil trod:
ThlJ'lJ are happy now, and we
Soon their happiness shall see."

The bodily ailments under which personally we have for so long
time suffered-such as extreme giddiness, and apprehending a seizure
-is precisely that of which dear Mr. TRlGGS speaks, and which was
attended with no little exercise in the flesh, as to what the Lord, was
about to do with him, especially when he was called to stand before
the people. Reader, this is no trifling matter, we assure you.
Anxious, under the circumstances, to have· a clear line of thought,
true spiritual insight into the Word-calmness, self-possession, and
a door of utterance; yet, perhaps, at the same time, have enough to
do even to stand upright; yea, obliged to grasp the pulpit-board for
fear of fal'ling. Ye~, even in this very condition, permitted and
privileged to realize there and then divine faithfulness and divine
all-sufficiency. The enemy sneering and taunting with, "You'll
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lose your senses directly; you'll talk nonsense; you'll fall; you'll
die." "Well, devil, be it so; the Lord's will be done. Here I am
-His servant-at His bidding-doing His work-at least desirous
of speaking well of His dear and ever-adorable name; therefore, if
I am to drop in the work-to fall in harness-so much the better."
Ah, dear reader, these are precious vcrities. The enemy outdocs
himself. Many a feast has he thus unwittingly helped the Lord's
servants to. We know one such servant who years ago stood in the
pulpit, expecting every moment a bullet to pass through his head,
his life having been repeatedly threatened; but (blessed be God!)
le was rendered at the time so perfectly calm and utterly free ft'om
fear as to feel he would not move his head aside a single inch in
order to escape what he then considered would have been an enviable
way of closing up his humble testimony for God and truth.
Again, in the comparison of notes, or touching upon ~ach other's
experiences, what lifts and encouragements are obtained by the way.
l!'or example, the post of this morning brings a record of the beloved
"Wayside Note" writer, in which he says"May wo tell you, dear fearful ones, a secret on this matter? We have,
as you know, been brought, like Epaphroditus, 'nigh unto death.' Ah!
then we had not a single fear concerning Jordan; but during our conscious moments felt that we were resting peacefully upon the bosom of our
clear Redeemer; but since our restoration, and again in the midst of life,
we have had fears and tremblings concerning the end of a character not
before felt and realized. But what do we gather from this? Why, that,
whatever fears and forebodings we have now, when it comes to the hushed
chamber of death with us, they will all vanish; dying grace will be
given for a dying hour, and you will find that
" 'Just in the last distressing hour,
The Lord displays delivering power;
The mount of danger is the place
Where we shall 'sec surprising grace.' "
Now, nothing oould have more fully ohimed in with our own
personal experience than this; and the exercises of our dear brother,
GEORGE Cow ELL, helped. so to clear up and explain our own position.
As many of our readers are aware, some six to seven years ago, we
were apparently at death's door. Mter a "hanor of great darkness,"
which in the earlier part of our illness we passed through, we were
so brought down as fully to believe we had but a few minutes to
live. At the same time we were as calm as we are at this moment
whilst recording the fact; nor had we an anxious thought about
wife or children, so thoroughly sa~isfied were we that the Lord
would take charge of and provide for them. We had naught to leave
them but n, covenant-keeping God; and what could they ueed beside?
Since that time, however, dear reader, and when restored to our
usual degree of health, we hat'e been b1'Ought so low as actually to doubt
even the power of God (not to say His 2cillingness) to raise 'liS from the
state of darkness (end dIJpression in wltielt we 2ff·re. All former darkness
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and depression seemed as nothing compared with this drcadful
gloom; and from our heart we wisltecl we had never been botn.
It is not very pleasant to note down these facts-for facts they
are-but, if it should please God that they should meet the case of
any poor sin-burdened, Satan-buffeted soul, the Lord's blessed
name shall have all the praise, and we shall be abundantly recompensed. for all that we have passed through; and no language of ours
can describe what that was. vVe will add, however, that we would
now on no account have escaped that state of things, agonizing as
it was whilst called to experience it. vVe have only one favour
to ask our dear Lord and Master, which is that He may be pleased,
if it be His blessed will, to spare us the like exercises in the future.
But the thoughtful and observant reader will quite understand how
acceptable, under the circumstances, is the testimony of such a deeplytried and long-experienced brother as dear GEORGE COWELL. Nor less
acceptable was the remark of his beloved brother J OSIAH, some time
since, when, with respect to the article of death, he said (or words to
the same effect), "We must leave death till a dying hour." He did
not for a moment mean by this a reckless indifference or a carnal
putting off the thoughts of death until it came; but, in a Gospel
sense, and as a quickened son or daughter of Zion, leaving the
morrow with Him who has graciously pledged Himself that, "as
thy days so shall thy strength be," and who hath likewise as graciously
said, "Take therefore no thought for the morrow; for the morrow
shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is
the evil thereof."
Before passing on, we would remark, lest what we have said should
prove discouraging to any poor troubled reader, that it is by no means
necessary that all should go down into those dismal depths at which
we have just hinted. There is a special training throul3'h which it is
needful the Lord's ministering servants should pass, III order that
they may be able to open up the pathway by which others are led,
and, under God, to give the cheering and comforting word to such
of Zion's pilgrims as at least occasionally feel as if they had lost
their way, and were left to stumble upon the dark mountains of
error, or had turned aside into some byepath, on account of which
God had forsaken them. In relation to these depths, and the special
manner in which some of the Lord's people are exercised, we remember a question once put to us by a nautical man. He had been
reading a certain article, expressive of soul conflict; and, fearing
that he personally did not come up to the standard of the real child
of God's experience, speaking in sea-terms, he said, "Do you think
all are born in a gale of wind?" "By no means," was the answer.
The 16th of the Acts settles that question. The Lord ., opened the
heart" of Lydia; the process was very gentle; but it required an
earthquake, that shook the prison to its foundation, to bring the
gaoler to his right mind.
By the same post that brought the paper from the beloved" Way-
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side Note" writer, from which wc just now quoted, came a letter from
another dear servant of God, a minister of the truth as it is in Jesus.
Speaking of an aged disciple whom he had recently seen at Manchester, he says, " When quite a girl she had been troubled about
the sin against the Holy Ghost, and talked with the late Mr. N UNN
on the subject. Her fears were removed; but, about ei~hteen months
ago, they were renewed on read;ng a short article Which appeared
in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE about that time. I called to see her when
last in Manchester; she is much tempted, and in a very low, dark
state. She fears that her former joy proceeded from head-knowledge
only, and that God's grace had never been really experienced. She
feaTS she is lost; but would give worlds (she says) to know that· she
was interested in ChTist. Her husband is an infidel. She is now
advanced in years; I think she said she was past seventy.. I think
I was privileged to convey to her a morsel of comfort. She was very
pleased to. see me, as also my brother, who called upon her a few
weeks previously; though, as a rule, she shuns her former Christian
friends, and says she cannot even attend a place of worship. She
reads the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and said, 'How I should like to see
Mr. Doudney.' Now (continues the writer), is this a case in which
there was head-knowledge without heart experience? or is God now
teaching her that H£s is the power and His the gl01'y? I firmly
believe she will be brought, in God's own time, to say, 'My Beloved
is mine, and I am His.' "
Here you see, dear reader, is another of the cases which are so
frequently brought before the Lord's servants, and in connexion with
which the fact of having traversed the same path, in personal experience, oftentimes, under the blessed Spirit's power, leads to "a word
in season" being spoken.
Now, the case just named brings vividly to our recollection, at the
moment of writing, another case, but one we believe to have been of
a totally different kind. Some five-and-twenty years ago, when visiting Dover, our ever-to-be-revered friend, the late Captain KNOCKER,
was most anxious we should accompany him to see a certain aged
woman, who among many stood high in their esteem for her deep
spirituality and high Christian character. . As he said afterwards, he
purposely abstained from making any remark upon the case, in order
that we might form a purely unbiassed opinion of it. We were
scarcely seated before the old lady began in what we afterwards
found was her usual strain of what she had seen and felt in spiritual
matters. In this strain she continued for some time, she having all
the talk to herself, and not allowing an opportunity for the veriest
remark upon the part of another. Her large-print Bible lay hard
by, and, from its clean appearance, had been but little read. Taking
up the book, as we opened it, there lay within its leaves a little tract,
with this significant heading, "SOMETHIl'\G WANTING." The old
woman at length having run through her doubtless oft-told tale, we
ventured to ask if she knew anything about the 7th chapter of St.

230

The Gospel M agazitte.

Paul's E.J?istle to the Romans? The question took her very much
by surprISe, and she evidently felt disappointed (if not annoyed)
because there was no warm, complimentary comment upon the
narrative she had just given. But to our question about the 7th of
Romans she said, in anything but a pleasing tone, that" she believed
it was something about election." Our reply was, that it was an
account of the conflict which the Apostle Paul felt between his old
and his new nature, in the flesh and in the spirit. The woman was as
it were struck dumb. She knew that she was in the presence of one
(Captain KNOCKER) who was always ready to minister to the temporal
necessities of the poor and needy; and doubtless this acted as a check
in giving vent to her enmity against the doctrines of grace. Clearly
discovering that she was vitally ignorant of the very first principles
of true spiritual life, and suspecting she was under the influence of
a little head-knowledge of divine things, we still further ventured to
say, " I find in your Bible a tract entitled, ' SOMETHING WANTING.'
Now, allow me, as a stranger and one who is never likely to meet you
again until we meet at the judgment-seat of Christ, to say I am
afraid that, after all you have said, there is 'Something TVanting' in
your religion," Our friend (Captain KKOCKER) immediately told her
that he took the same view of her case. [How thankful we should
be if the widow of our departed friend, or his son, could furnish us
with some particulars as to the end of her of whom we have spoken.]
But now, with regard to the sin against the Holy Ghost, none
need be under apprehension that they have committed such sin
if the heart and eye are Christward! In the first place no Spiritquickened soul ever has been, or will be, permitted to fall under it,
because the same Spirit who has begotten is pledged to preserve the
soul He has quickened, and maintain the life He has bestowed.
Secondly, a blessed evidence that that life i8 maintained is (whether
the soul realizes the peace and the comfort of it or not) when there is
a deep-felt need of Christ, a looking after Christ, a longing for Christ.
How very comprehensive and how blessed is that testimony, "None
can call Jesus Lord but by the Holy Ghost." Consequently, the
recognition of .Tesus as the Christ of God, the Anointed of the
Father; the acknowledgment of Rim as such; the clinging to His
feet, the hovering about the mercy-seat, the simple heart-cry, " Say
unto my soul, I am thy Salvation;" the" Oh, that I knew where I
might find Him!" the admiration of His condescending and gracious
acts in saving the vilest, the filthiest, the most wretched and undone; the willingness and the intense desire to be received and
eternally saved upon precisely the selfsame grounds, as just that
poor vile, ill-and-hell-deserving sinner: all thi" is not only a
Scriptural proof, sign, and token of the Spirit's teaching, but of the
Spirit's present and eternal indwelling. And such, brought to this
blessed. state of felt want and absolute necessity, can no more perish
than the Apostle Paul. Mark, dear reader, the cry is as much true
Spirit-wrought and Spirit-awakened worship as the clrtim. Do we
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not read in Mark v. 6, of the mad Gadarene, that, "when he saw
.T esus afar off, he ran and worshipped Him?" Do we not read
likewise of the poor woman from the coast of Oanaan, that came and
"worshipped Him, saying, Lord, help me?" Had either the one
or the other as yet com/01't or assltrance of being heard? In this
state of experience was it not the plca based upon the posit'ion-that
position a poor and needy one indeed-but as yet no prwdon nor
peace? This was in waiting-the one led to the other; but, at the
same time, was not each step and each stage oj tlte Lord? Why,
were it possible for a Spirit-enlightened and a Spirit-led soul to sin
against the Holy Ghost, every spiritual breathing, lisping, desire,
would im;tantaneously cease; and thenceforth there would never be
another look or longing Ohristward or heavenward! It would be
henceforward a sitting in judgment upon Jehovah's acts; a repudiating His wisdom; an ignoring His love; a censuring His dealings;
a despising His mercy; a setting at nought His power; a disputing
His authority; and an ardent desire that there were no God! These
are the marks of a reprobate soul, and these would be the effects of a
rejection or disowning of the distinct Personality and indispensable
power of the Holy Ghost. On the other hand, it is overlooking the
Spirit's work, and so fai' dishonouring Him-[mark, reader, it is one
thing to disown and another to dishonourJ-to cherish the thought of
having committed the unpardonable sin, whilst at the same time,
there is the inward cry, "Take not thy Holy Spiritfrom me," "Keep
back Thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have
dominion over me."
We p~ay God that these few passing thoughts may be made a
source of comfort to some poor Satan-harassed one.
But we sat down for the purpose of recording one or two among
the manifold "memorials of mercy" which might well be noted
down before the Lord, on account of His marvellous acts.
Personally we have often coveted the middle path-not the extreme
either of depression or delight; but we believe that, where there is
the being called occasionally to go down into some of the dark and
dismal depths, there is, correspondingly, a.being caught up on high
-a soaring aloft-an occasional precious faith's glimpse within the
veil, and at least a momentary glance at the King in His beauty.
Dear reader, you well know we often breathe out our sorrows
within these pages; let us now give you a word or two on the other side.
We had just passed our si:vty-tMrd milestone as far as our pilgrimpath was concerned, and we were contemplating our near approach
to the tMrty-jotwth in our editorial course; and, whilst musing, could
but feel what an additional debtor to rich and free and sovereign
mercy every day and hour, much more year, rendered us. At the
same time we thought, "How rarely now does the Lord seem to
speak to us, by the personal application of His W md, as in days gone
by." We were sitting just afterwards alone; and, although there
was a stiff' breeze, the sun was shining brilliantly on the snow-white
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clouds which were passing rapidly over the clear blue sky. At the
moment the words came flowing into the heart, with most precious,
sin-subduing, Christ-exalting power, "For the mountains shall
depart, and the hills be removed; but my kindness shall not depart
from thee; neither shall the covenant of my peace be removed, saith
the Lord, that hath mercy on thee." Oh, how full, how rich, how
blessed were these words! Mark, dear reader, it was not only that
Himself should not depart, but His "kindness;" so that He would
still go on and on in the rich displays and blessed manifestations of
His tender, loving, gracious, kindly, timely, and most merciful acts.
Then there was "the covenant of peace"-that covenant which was
between us both, for at least two must be concerned in a covenantwhich should never be "removed." Then there was the mercy, "saith
the Lord, that hath mercy on thee"-not had, but lwth; mercy in
constant, ceaseless, ever-present exercise, to meet the ever-recurring
condition and circumstances of waywardness, carnality, ingratitude,
distrust, and unbelief; yea, that so constant breaking forth of sin in
thought, or word, or deed. Mercy-perpetual mercy-to meet the
case-" saith the Lord, that HATH MERCY on thee." Ah, dear reader,
it was very blessed. And then, whilst looking up admiringly and
adoringly at the passing clouds, came the words, "He maketh the
clouds His chariot, and rideth upon the wings of the wind." And we
seemed by the eye of faith to behold our adorable Lord seated in His
cloudy chariot; and, as we read of the Lord's "looking tm:ouO'h ~he
pillar of fire and of the cloud," so it appeared as if He were l~oking
down upon His tried and troubled-poor and persecuted-ones, as
they are sca.ttered up and down upon the face of this sinful world;
regulating their movements; protecting their persons; supplying
their wants; restraining their foes; and guiding them with the
skilfulness of His hands.
Moreover, this precious love-visit brought vividly to our
recollection a similar season, in the year 1826, when the Lord first
spoke pardon and peace to our previously poor sin-burdened,
agonized soul. There was just the same looking up and looking out.
lt seemed then as if in a few days at farthest the Lord must come
and call us home! But what an interval between that time and
this-eight-and-forty years! Marked, on the one hand, with heights
and depths, lengths and breadths, of mercy inconceivable; on the
other hand, with waywardness, ingratitude, and sin unutterable!
" 0 tbe depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of
God! how unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past
finding out."
Again, there was the recollection of our own far-scattered ones, as
being under His eye, beneath His care, and directed hither or thither
as seemed good in His sight. We felt that His omniscient eye was
upon them, in their far-off and remote distances, even as it was upon
?lS.
Moreover, we had no wish to dictate to the Lord. There was
the simple desire to leave all to His godly wisdom. If He appeared
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to ask us how we would have matters, there was the desire to refer
the choice back to Himself.
It was a precious season, dearre::tder, and we desire to testify of it
to His glory. Moreover, in the waking hours of the night, shortly
after, there was a repetition of the mercy; so that we were disposed·
to say, " Lord, what is coming? Some trial or deep affliction, surely?
or, is it an indication that our race is nearly run, and that Thou hast
at last, after all our tossing, cross-questioning Thy wisdom, disputing
Thine acts, opposing Thy ways; hast Thou, at length, so " bnmght
down our heart with labour," and given us to see that Tlty will and
TI.y way are the best, that, in spite of the flesh, we can now say,
" The will of the Lord be done ?"
This precious midnight season was enriched by the application of'
the language of Hezekiah, as given in the 38th of Isaiah: "]'01' peace
I had great bitterness; but Thou hast, in love to my soul, delivered
it from the pit of corruption, for Thou hast cast all my sins behind
Thy back." "Lord," said we, in thankful response, "that is what
Thou didst mercifully tell us, eight-and-forty years ago, when Thou
didst speak home to the agonized heart, 'Son, be of good cheer, thy
sins, which are many, are all forgiven thee.' " Dear reader, the
season was so precious, and, of late, so unusual with us, that we
cannot forbear speaking of it to the glory of Him who has been so
merciful, so gracious, and hath for so many years exercised towards
us such forbearance and long-suffering. Oh, during those midnight
hours, what a privileged leaving all things in His hands was experienced and enjoyed! But, as before expressed, we could but regard
it as the forerunner of something--the Lord alone knows what; but
we gladly take shelter under that sweet verse, "Like as a father
pitieth his children, so the Lard pitieth them that fear Him. He
knoweth our frame; He remembereth that we are dust."
And here, dear reader, in entire ignorance of what a day or even
an hour may bring forth, but at the same time rejoicing that" our
times are in HIS hands," and llot in the least wise in o'ur own, we
close up this our thirty-fourth year, as Editor of this work, with the
well-known and oft-repeated lines :" Here we raise our Ebenez'er,
Hither by 'rhine help we've come;
And we hope, hy Thy good pleasure,
Safely to arrive at home."

Yours ever affectionately in the L~rd,
D. A. DOUDKEL
St. Luke's, Bedminster, March 19, 1874.

T;llE sanctification of the Trinity is, first, the Father putting me in

C~~lst; second, the Son puttiJ1g Himself in me; third, tho Holy Ghost

glvmg me new tastes and distaiJtes.-J. lrHley.
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THE REOENT IjEIOESTER OONFERENOE.

[In proof of what we have elsewhere said upon this subject, we quote
the subjoined from the pen of one-a long and well-tried servant of God
--bordering upon his fourscore years, whom, from time to time, we have
been in the habit of meeting at the happy gatherings at Aylestone.ED.]
Thornton Vicarage, Leiceater, April 22, 1874.
My DEAR FRIEND AND BROTHER IN OUR LORD AND SAVIOUR JESUS
CHRIST,-We had a very pleasant and profitable meeting of the brethren
in Christ, and we are greatly indebted to our kind, good friend (Mr.
Straton) for the gathering. May the unction of' the Holy One rest upon
us all. As I live so solitary on the mountains of Gilboa, where David
wished neither dew nor rain, it was a great refreshing to my soul, and
I learned, even in this present time, "there is also a remnant according
to the election of grace," who shall be remembered by the Good Shepherd in that day.
May the good Lord continue His blessings upon your labours in the
Gospel for His truth's sake. Your companion in tribulation, I remain
very affectionately in Him.
SAMUEL ADAMS.
[From the same pen we quote the following from fragments forwarded
per same post by our dear aged brother. In what striking contrast do
these simple breathings of this father in Ohrist stand to the excited
utterances and vain fleshly confidence of tlJe much-talked-of men of our
times. Their zeal, and their knowledge, and their never-varying dependence upon Ohrist, remind us of Jonah's gourd, which" came up in a
night, and perished in a night."]
I feel sorrow of heart after the Lord Jesus Ohrist, and great searchings of heart after evidences and proofs of' my new birth and title to the
kingdom; and brokenness of heart for m.l' sins; and the plague of my
heart on account of my corruptions; for who can describe the feelings
of a man who stands afar off all men as more brutish than any man,
and smites his breast, the seat and source of' his misery, and cries out,
"God be merciful to me, a sinner?" or of him who, feeling the law in
his members warring against the law of his mind, and bringing him into
captivity to the law of sin which dwells in his members, exclaims, " 0
wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this
death? "
How can I despair while there is the Hope of Israel, and while there is
hope in Israel? Though my hope in Him alters and falters, it is weak
and faint, and at times ready to fail or perish-the hope of being a child
of God, that Jesus has loved me, and givell Himself to God for me,
so vile and ungodly asI am. Yet the Apostle saith," Seeing that we have
such hope," we still have it. And again, "having the same spirit of faith,"
still having faith, for these abide; therefore, I still hope against hope,
and still believe against my unbelief.
S. ADAMS.
KNowLEDGE.-There are those who know Ohrist after the flesh, who
know Him not after the spirit.-J. Miley.
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BITTER WATERS SWEETENED.
'''And Moses cried unto t!te Lord; and t!te Lord shewedltitn a tree, wldcl, whm
lie !tad cast into the waters, the 10aters were made sweet."-ExOD. xv. 25.
GOOD old J acob died after having been seventeen years in Egypt, and his
beloved Joseph-who he thought had long before been lost to him-in
the wonderful providence of God was the one who carried his father's
body to Hebron, and had it laid in the family sepulchre. J oseph also died,
at the age of one hundred and ten. And at length his brethren died
likewise. Each of the twelve sons of J acob became the progenitor of a
family, or tribe, and the twelve tribes were personified by the name of
Israel. And now another king arose who knew not J oseph; and, the
!rapid increase of the children of Israel exciting his jealousy and fear, he
resorted to various means to stamp them out, but. all to no purpose, for
the Lord was on their side, and at last avenged their sufferings, and in
the year 1490 before Ohrist He brought them out of Egyptian bondage
in a marvellous and wonderful way. And yet, though so marvellous, how
simple were the means to be employed. Moses was to lift up his rod
-over the sea. Well, what of that? it might have been said. Why, the
waters at my so doing will divide. Surely, Moses, you cannot believe
they will, it is such an improbable thing? Yes, I believe they will,
because 'God has said so; therefore I act. Just as on another occasion
when the people wanted water. Moses began to strike the rock with his
staff. What an absurdity! Who ever heard of water coming out of a
Tock by simply striking it? Moses, thou must be beside thyself; how
can you expect it? I expect it because God has said it. Oh, for more
of this child-like faith, that just takes God at His word and acts accordingly! Nor did God disappoint his faith. He never does. While Moses
struck the rock, the Lord bade the waters flow, and while Moses lifted up
his rod over the Red Sea, the Lord caused the sea to go back, and, dividing
the waters, the people passed over on dry land. What a miracle! What
a proof of God's sovereign power! Not at all, say some who have tried,
by their puny ideas, to weaken divine sovereignty. It was in the most
shallow part of the Red Sea that the Israelites crossed, say they; it was
no miracle. Not so. Others, with much more consistency, have shown
that, if not the broadest and deepest part, it was at a part exceedingly
deep and broad, which accords with the testimony of Scripture, "that
the floods stood upright as an heap, and the depths were congealed in
the heart of the sea." But how was it that they passed over to the other
side so readily? Indeed, who made the children of Israel willing to leave
Egypt at all? Some among them, at all events, might have argued, it is
true, " It is bad enough with us here, but it may be worse en the other side.
We get hard fare here, we may get none there." Some might have refuseel
to go, but not a word of opposition appears. God's word is sufficient. And
is it not so when the Lord brings His spiritual people out of the bondage
of sin and Satan? Does He invite them to come, and, if they are not
willing, leave them? Or does He outstretch His own mighty arm and bring
them out? The latter was the way :B:e dealt with us; and therefore we
must to onr dying breath te~tify of His goodness and mercy, and give
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Him all the glory. And in what a wonderful way He did bring them
out! There was the Red Sea, deep and wide, how can they get ovel' it ?'
Beloved, the Lord's ways are not as man's. He does not take them over,
but thl'ough, it. Have you not felt this to be the case in connection with
trials and depths you have had to encounter? There is no floating over
them in a light boat and with a fair wind; but a going through them.
Ah! and that, too, by a pathway not seen before-a pathway of the.
Lord's own making. The waters stood up as a wall on each side, at the
divine bidding, for the redeemed of the Lord to pass through. The
aspect of things looked thl'eatening. Will not this wall of congealed
sea on each side close? Yes, it will; bllt not wl!ite the chitd7'en of God aJ'e
there. They will close upon their enemies, and that which constituted
Israel's preservation shall be"cOme Egypt's destruction, But the children
of God are as safe with billows towering over them as when sitting under
the shade of Elim's palm-trees. Oh, to feel this to be true! Oh, to be
able to look up and believe the Lord will make a way to escape! He
will direct all, and my Saviour will be with me in the midst of it, andJ
see me safe through it. I must be safe in His keeping, whether it
be in the depths or on the mount. And now Moses and the children of
Israel having received deliverance ancI sung their memorable song,
"Miriam, the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took a timbrel in her hand,
and all the women went out after her with timbrels and with dances. And
Miriam answered them, Sing ye to the Lord." Mark," Sing ye toTHE LORD."
Yes, those who have felt their helplessness, and have been
brought into a condition of nothingness in connection with tho work of
salvation, will ascribe all blessing to the Lord. They cannot find it in
their heart to raise a song that will laud man and finish with soma flowing notes in praise to God; but their song must be, from first to last, "TOTHE LORD."
And has He not done marvollously in our experience?
Does not Pharaoh's discomfiture and overthrow, and the triumphant
notes of the song of Moses, setting forth the accomplishment of the purpose of J e110vah in the deliverance of His ancient people, fit into, or
rather foreshadow, the work of salvation He has accomplished for us?
And, though the song is thousands of years old, it sets forth our case; not,
it is true, temporally, but certainly spiritually.
But it is not meant that we should spend all our time in singing in the
wilderness; it is only occasionally that we shall take our harps from the
willows and strike some joy notes. Hence the singing of the children of
Israel was soon to be turned into sighing: "And ihey went three days in
the' wilderness, and found no water." "And the people murmured against
Moses, saying, What shall we drink?" Not at all an unnatural inquiry,
It was a severe ordeal for them. Are we not apt to be surprised at their murmuring and want of faith? Ah! let us be brought into a desert state,
and all visible means qf sustenance fail, where would be our faith? Are we
one whit better than they? Oh, no; it behoves all of us to rememberthe
words, "Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall."
But now they come in sight of water. What joy! And, if travellers
are right, they tell us they trace this stream to a most delightful valley.
In the bottom of the vale is a rivulet that comes from a mountain, and is
about forty miles from the landing of the children of Israel. If this be
so, and that, after forty miles of sterile and sandy desert, they came upon a
fertile valley, how it must have added to their joy and inspired them with
hope. Methinks I see them pressing on to the brink of the sparkling
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'stream, and becoming eager "lappers of water i" alas! to find that the
water was bitter and undrinkable. Here were disappointed hopes-trial
upon trial seemed their lot. And what a special trial for :M:oses, their
leader-he who had told them such gracious things about a covenant
.God, and extolled Him in a rapturous song of joy. What a blow to him.
How he must have staggered as, probably placing his hand upon his
brow and looking with anxiety upon the gathered multitude, he hear(l
the cry, " TIle water £s bitter, we cannot drink it." What is to be done
now? Three whole days without water. Well, the servant of the Lord
did the best possible thing he could under the emergency: "And Moses
cried1tnto tlte Lord." Feeling his entire helplessness, he looked up, and,
with something more than a prayer, "crieil1tnto the Lord." :M:oses knew
;the power of God, and rested upon His promise, that He would bring
them unto the land. Ah, sweet faith, when all is dark, to hang upon
the promise of a covenant God. Has He not said it, and will He not do
it? "I will trust, and not be afraid." "And he cried unto the Lord,
'and the Lord shewed him a tree, which when he had cast into the waters,
the waters were made sweet." And that this tree was a foreshadowing of
the Lord Jesus Ohrist is evidenced from the fact that He is often compared to a tree in the sacred Scriptures. For instance, Joseph (type of
.Jesus) is a fruitful vine whose branches run over the wall. Again, Jesus
was said to .be " a Rod out of the stem of J esse;" and His own declaration was, "I am the Vine, ye are the branches;" while in the revelation which John receive(l concerning Him He is called" the Tree of Life."
"To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the Tree of Life which is
in the midst of the paradise of God;" and in the same vision elsewhere
He is described as "the Tree of Life, whose branches were for the
healing of the nations." It is, therefore, no straining of the Scriptures to see in this tree cast into the bitter waters, and causing them
to become sweet, a very precious emblem of the Lord Jesus Ohrist.
'ome have troubled t.heir heads to discover what sort of a tree it was that
would make bitter waters sweet; but, to our mind, it was evidently a
miraculous transaction, not in any way dependent for its success upon
the nature or quality of the medium employed. It appears to us that any
tree would do for the Lord's purpose if He willed it; and He always
works as a Sovereign, let men do what they will to lower His power. It
may be said, But did He not, in the time of Elisha, bid the prophet take
a cruse of salt and cast it into the unwholesome water, which became
thereby sweet? Was not here the means· adapted to the encl? We
should reply, certainly salt will purify unwholesome water, but for a
cruse of it to cure a river, it must have a divine power at work beyond
the mere natural cause and result.
Oh! we love the doctrine of God's sovereignty in all; and, if we look
at ourselves as poor lost sinners, saved by sovereign grace, upheld, kept
on day by day, and brought to glory, we must own the days of miracles
are not at an end with our God, although men-made miracles are as ever
a dishonour'to His holy name.
But to return to the narrative: "The Lord shewed :M:oses a tree, which
when he had cast into the waters, the waters were made sweet." Ah,
beloved, that s.l?0t :M:arah is well-known. in the experience of the children
of God, and in some way or another they will have to drink into much
bitterness of soul ere they reach the spiritual Canaan. For instance,
they will have to drink of
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The bitter cup of sin.-How many of the Lord's people are deeply trie<I:
on account of sin. They have received iu measure a knowledge of divine'
things, and sometimes gain precious and peaceful moments; but, on the
whole, the Holy Spirit has not produced an abiding sense of pardon
within, and they are therefore kept daily wrestling and crying to know
that they are forgiven, and tremble lest their faith is not from God.
They have thrown themselves at the feet of Jesus with deep sorrow of
heart for sin, the world has lost its attraction, and they can enjoy
nothing without Jesus; but the devil scareG them, and harasses them
with doubts and fears relative to their pardon and salvation. Oh, how
safe, really, are such exercised ones! Their very experience of soul
proving that they are the Lord's own. And the opposition and persecution
of Satan strengthen the fact; for Satan troubles not his own easily-led
captives-they are ripe and ready for his chambers of agony at any timebut he tries hard to get a child of God; and, as he never can, he does all
he can to keep them doubting. And what is the solace for this state of
things? Oh, that precious tree, cast into the bitter waters, that will
sweeten all.
"Bitter indeed thc waters are
"But there's a wonder-working tree,.
I've heard believers say,
Which in tkis desert flow;
Though to the eye they promise fair,
Can make the bitter waters free,
And take the curse away."
They taste of sin and woe.
Again, there is the bitter c'up of eartMy pr-ivation.-The struggle with,
many to obtain food to eat, and raiment to put on, often becomes cause'
for deep bitterness of heart and suffering. The I,ord only knows what
heads of families pass through on this score. There is a natural reserve
about the English character that bids him shut up his position to himself,
while in reality a mighty fight is going on to make ends meet. And yet
with it all how true are these words, "Blessed is the man that maketh
the Lord his trust." Who among the family of God could not recount
wonderful helps by the way, coming from quarters least expected, and
convincing one that it has been the Lord at work for Him in answer to
His child's cry of distress? We cannot look back upon the pathway
without pointing with feelings of the deepest gratitude to many such
times, A great poet has written : Would'st shape a noble life? then cast
No backward glances towards the past."
But such a sentiment will not do for the children of God, who are
found casting many a glance at the past j nor will it do for the Apostle
Paul, who bade us remember that" we who are quickened by the Spirit.
of God were once dead in trespasses and sins."
But, concerning the struggle for "the bread that perisheth." Think,
dear reader, often, of those words, and may you realize the comfort of
them: "Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, neither for the
body, what ye shall put on. . . . Your Father knoweth ye have'
need of these j and He who clothes the grass of the field, how much
more will He clothe you, 0 ye of little faith."
Again, there is the well-known bitter cup of affliction.-Yos, it. must be
so. We al'e never told that the passage to the haven of glory IS an eas.}'
one; on the conh'ary, expressions like the following show us it is far
otherwise: "In the world ye shall have tribulation." We are to carry
our cross and follow Christ; yea, we are to follow" hard after Him."
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We are to be crucified with Him, and to be partakers with Him of His
sufferings. But, oh, the tenderness of Ohrist over His afflicted ones!
We have in Him a sympathizing Saviour. And why? Because He
knows it all, and has felt it all before us; and the best antidote to the
bitter cup of sUffering and affliction is to look off our sufferings to'
His. Ah!
" How bitter that cup no heart can conceive,
The Saviour drank up that sinners might live;
Ris way was much rougher and darker than mine;
Did Christ, my Lord, suffer, and shall I repine?
"Since all that I meet shall work for my good,
The bitter is Bweet, the med'cine is food;
Though painful at present, 'twill cease before long,
And then, ob, how pleasant the conqueror's song."
Oh, Thou preoious Redeemer, let my little sufferings be lost in Thy.
great ones, and let lovo intense flow forth in consideration that Thou
fiast first loved me, and therefore endured and suffered so much for me.
And let me ever consider, "that the Head having been crowned with
thorns, it is unsuitable that the feet should tread on roses."
But further, many of the Lord's loving ones have to drink of the bittet'
cup oftho deprivation of the means of g'raee.-Not that places of worship do
not abound, but the ministry is of such a namby-pamby charactor that
the children of God luathe the skim-milk sop presented to them. And
there is neither meat for the strong man, nor the wine of the Gospel for
those t.hat are in years; and it becomes with many a consideration
whether it is not more profitable to stay at home and read the writings
of such men as Toplady, Romaine, Irons, and such like. This is a trial
of no slight description. We cannot. find it in our heart to advise recommending absenting oneself from the so-called house of God, and it is
difficult to know what to do under the circumstances. But in this we
are assured, that, when Jesus does break in upon the soul, and become
Himself" a little sanctury " to His child. it makes amends for all losses.
Moments with Him sets all right. It is no starving ministry when He
becomes the Guest; no empty dishes wh.en He is present at the board;
no barrenness when He manifests Himself as the Messenger of the
Covenant. Oh, how precious are those moments with Jesus! Yvould
that they were oftener experienced! Religion, with even the Lord's
people, runs far too much in a groove, and settles down to a dull formality_
But those love-growing, soul-~ncouragifjg glimpses of Jesus, there is a
reality and vitality about them above all this, and which not merely
sweetens the experienced bitter, but produces" a joy unspeakable, and
full of glory." But we pass on to mention another form of trial, namely:The b·itter cup of bereavement.-" Me have ye bereaved of my children:
Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, and ye will take Benjamin away. All
these things are against me," said the anguished Jacob; and, as we
pen these words, the eye wanders to a dear brother in the Lord, long a
widower, who has been bereft of all his children but one, and she now
has removed to a distance, and he stands, as far as immediate relationship goes, alone. Yet not alone. Jesus is the sweet Tree that sweetens
his bitter cup. But it is a trial, and one of the deepest dye, to have to
part with dear ones. It rends the very caul of one's heart. Even if the
bereavement be of only a temporary character, it is painful. " My
boy," says a loving mother or anxious father, "is across the sea-in
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yon distant country. Would that I could catch a glimpse of his dear
countenance, and embrace him in the arms of parental love !" Ah, it is
a blank and a pang not to be filled up; but how increased when that pang
and that blank is caused by death, and that dear one has been carried to
the cold grave. Be the relativmhip what it may, Jesus can only truly
and fully solace then. How sweetly was His sylI\pathy extended to the
weeping Mart-ha as she appealed to Him: "Lord, if Thou hadst been
here, my brother had not died." Dear bereaved one, Jesus is ever the
same. He ever lives, and He is specially near to comfort the mourner
in Zion. Cheer up! Thy brother or thy sister, parent or friend, if
sleeping in Jesus, shall rise again, and, according to our belief, shall be
recognised again by you in a land where the pang of parting is unknown.
The sisters of Bethany wei'e reassured and happy in the presence of
the Master. May you have Him manifestly near to comfort you in your
affiiction. And then there is that
B£tter cup of the fear of death.-And wo are often led to refer to this,
simply because it forms the expel'ience of so many of the dear children
of God, and their sighs and their cries often come before ns. One
troubled one recently writes, "I cannot get I·id of the fear of death. Do
you know any Christians like me?' Our reply was, ,. Yes, many indeed; lJut I have also seen that with those who have feared it greatly,
when it really comes to the chamber of death, such chamber has been
turned into a banqueting-house. vVe do not say this is always 'the case.
Sometimes it is a gloomy scene; but, be this as it may, according to the
will and pleasure of the Holy Spirit, the Christian has nothing to fear.
Never is Jesus nearer than in death. Ah, at that solemn hour, whose
name is it that stands then with the prominence which it ever deserves?
"Jesus." Where then are denominations and differences, sects and
creeds, or even doctrines and theology? The whole is wrapt up in that
one name-Cl Jesus." Away goes too Arminianism j free will is shivered
to pieces j and, if the dying one is really a child of God, it will be then
only ''free graee," and Jesus, the Author and Finisher of it all.
Well, beloved, we must have our bitter cup here j and, whether it be
that of sin, earthly privation, affliction} deprivation of ,the means of
grace, bereavement, or death, as referred to, or whether it be in any
other form, Jesus is the Solace. "The Lord shewed Moses a tree,
which when he had cast into the waters, the waters were made sweet."
But it may be said, "What is all this painful experience for? Why
can we not go on smoothly to heaven? Why such continual sorrow and
suffering here below?" The reply is easy. If we had it all smooth, we
should be making our nest here, while it is the Lord's intention that we
should" come up higher" and dwell with Him. And the connection
with the passage before us puts the reason in its proper place: "There
He made for them a statute, and an ordinance, and there He proved them."
Ah, this is important. The way in which the Lord proves His people
must be for their good. It seems as if the Lord would have them
remember this early act of His providential care of them and supply of
their need, that they might look back upon it at future fainting times as
a pledge and token that He still would strengthen and supply, although
thoy might not be able to see in what way He would do so. And is it
not the Rame in our own personal experience, dear reader? Can we not,
even in a cursory review of the pathway, point to PROVING TIMES, in
which we were brought to nothing, and shown that our entire trust must
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be in the Lord? And has He failed us? No, never! We know that
past mercies will not do for present emergencies, but it has often been a
~ource of cheer to the writer' to peep into old diaries, or fall upon old
jottings, or come upon underlined passages; all telling the tale of' goodness and mercy manifested in the hour of trial and need. And the old
lines we felt the power of years ago are as true as ever" His love in times past forbids me to think
He'll leave me at last in sorrow to sink;
Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review
Confii'ms His good pleasure to help me quite through."
In conclusion, then, dear reader, our object at this season has been to
.show that, whatever bitterness of experience we have to endure here,
Jesus, the precious "Tree of Life," can and will sweeten all. Indeed,
that it is a
" Sweet affliction
That brings Jesus to my soul.."

May the Lord grant that, in the outgoings of your spirit under trial,
you may receive a complete solace in Him, and by faith lllay you
.and I
" Draw a gain from every loss,
And find the bitter sweet."
G. C.
Wanstead.

A LESSON FROM THE CONDEMNED CELL.-Recently, the Rev. Dr. Doudney,
vicar of St. Luke's, Bedminster, preached from the passage in Isaiah,
" How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of Him that bringeth
good tidings." The question naturally presented itself-To whom was
the Messenger welcome? To those who knew they were under condemnation. How different the minds of people in general about the reply to the
memorial on behalf of the hapless three lying in Gloucester gaol! Why?
The latter were under sentence of death. And so, when and where
the Holy Ghost convinces of sin and transgression, and reveals all the
dreadful consequences thereof, the Gospel if? indeed a welcome message;
and how infinitely beyond in value and importance what a reprieve would
have been to those whose lives were then hanging in the balance! Theirs
would have simply been a release from death, and that, too, merely a death
·to the world and former associations, and only for a short time at best;
but the Gospel proclaims not only deliverance from death, but the gift of
eternal life ; not simply pardon, but peace; not merely the discharge of
,the rebel, but his acceptance and adoption into the most blessed of relationships, and the most privileged, lasting, and uninterrupted of companionships. Well, then, may the bearers of such great and glorioug tidings
·be welcome indeed !-Gloucester jJfe'rcury.
THREE great joys for the children of Zion to know: 1st, the eternal
.redemption of Christ for His elect; 2nd, the etern.al Providence working
.all things together for their good i 3rd, their eternal safety and glory
hereafter .-.1. .JHlcy.
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THE WILDERNESS JOURNEY.

My DEAR FRIEND,-It gave me very great pleasure to find that your late
severe indisposition was attended with the hope of a relief; both which
must come from God. Our spiritual maladies are not so easily removed.
I have been in manifold exercises since I saw you, and have scarcely seen
any way of escape; but the Lord has been my Refuge. Fears within, and
fighting without, troubled me on every side; nevertheless, God, who
comforteth them that are cast down, has often come to my relief in the
very time of extremity. My sorest enemies, next to my own heart, are
those who hold the truth iE. an unpurged conscience. These smite my life
down to the ground, while they establish their own hope upon my ruins.
This casts me down, and fills me with fear, and overwhelms my spirit,
causing me sleepless nights and sorrowful days. " Hear me, speedily, 0
Lord," I cry, "for my spirit faileth. Hide not Thy face from me, lest
I be ' like unto them that go down into the pit.'" In this struggle the
Lord is moved, and He gives me some secret intimation of His tender
care and mercy. He still keeps me in a low place, that boasting may be
excluded, and that I may keep in remembrance the bitterness and evil
of sin, and be humbled.
I do not find these exercises once in my life, and then have done with
them; but no sooner does one wave of trouble subside than another arises.
So that I am made in some measure to understand that this captivity is for
long, even for length of days, as long as I live; only now and at distant
intervals mingled with divine and spiritual revivals, which" drop as the'
rain, and distil as the dew, as the small rain upon the tender herb, and as
the showers upon the grass." You may say, " This is a mournfuheligion,
I want more comfort; but God declares, "This is not your rest." Your
sin and mine have polluted it; yet these drops of heavenly dew upon
the soul will teach us to say, "He is the Rock. His work is perfect, for
all His ways are judgment; a God of truth, and without iniquity, just
and right, is He." Yes, my dear friend, these sharp exercises will teach usdistinctly the difference between the letter and the Spirit, and between the
Word of God as a Word only, and the divine and spiritual work upon theheart and conscience by the Spirit. When the Spirit of Truth thus enters,
He "guides us into all truth" essential to salvation, and gives us a
peculiar discriminating knowledge of truth and error, a discernment of a
wrong spirit where there may be some right words; even so that, "if it were
possible, they shall deceive the very elect." These are dangers which as
yet you are not fully aware of. Your friendly bosom receives all who·
move themselves aright, and whose words give them colour in the cup.
You are little aware that at the last" they bite like a serpent and sting like
an adder." They have a peculiar soporiferous effect upon the conscience,
and you will not know that death is there; but Solomon says, "Thine
hcart shall utter perverse things." This is a terribly dangerous place,
for it is " as he that lieth on the top of a mast," or he that sleepeth in the
midst of a stormy sea of trouble (Prov. xxiii. 31-34). Nothing short of thepower of God can cause anyone to tremble at these dangers. How many
arc warned of them, and yet venture all, both soul and body, upon their
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own wisdom, and will not see that their hope is built on carnal reason,.
which must prove a sandy foundation. If the work ofthe Holy Spirit takesplace, how it humbles the soul and brings us out of the religious world,.
as it is called, and makes us look back with abhorrence upon that part of
our profession wherein we were then held fast until the rod of correction
drove us out, and brought in a little more tender regard for the honour of'
God, a little more humiliation of self. A due examination of these things,.
if we are made honest, will discover the nature and extent of our pro~
fession; and, whether the heart be duly affected or only the head furnished,
if we walk tenderly, I am persuaded that conscience will do its office, and
we shall soon come to the true state of the case.
May you and I be able to receive instruction from the Lord, suspect our
own hearts, and learn to lean upon the Beloved in all this wilderness journey
of life we have to pass through. Then shall we safely arrive at the enCL
of our course, and it shall prove the salvation of our souls.
Yours faithfully,
J. BouRNE.
BREAKERS AHEAD.
THE Ohurch of God--by which I mean the spiritual people of God-is
under sore temptation in the present day. God's Ohurch has been
damaged more or less by its intercourse with thelthings that are around it.
There have been tendencies to its injury as to doctrine. It is hard now
for a Ohristian man to maintain his integrity; error is so subtile, it comes
in the shape of real piety, it is in such an insinuating form, in the shape of
affectionate entreaty, in the garb of austere and devout living, that many
of the Lord's people have been blinded by this for a season when they
have acted upon a wrong principle of judgment, when they have judged asto what is true by the professors of the doctrine, rather than by the Word
of God. There is no greater error than this. We are not to judge of the'
doctl:ine by the men, we are to judge the men by the doctrine. We must
always remember, if an angel from heaven were to preach any other GospeL
to us than that which we find in this blessed Book, let him be accursed,
let us have nothing to do with him. We will not allow any man, be his
influence, hiB authority, his learning, or his character what it may, to palm
error for truth upon our minds. We must stand by the Word of God. I
believe the day is not far distant when the world will not be so tolerant as
it seems to be at present of the principles and doctrines of the men of God.
In the 3rd of 2nd of Timothy we are told something of what is to come
on the world in the last times: '''Men shall be lovers of their own selves,
covetous, proud, boasters, blasphemers, despisers of those that are good."
Then we are told that there shall be a desire for" the form of godliness, but
a denial of the power thereof." Still we have a precious truth, and it is
this, that in the midst of all the opposition that is brought to bear upon the
kingdom of the Lord in this our own day, to remember that there is One
who can, who will, maintain it j that as to the individual breast where God
has implanted His own truth in the midst of all the temptations, that fiery
darts that are around him, enmity and opposition, still the Lord keeps His
people, and His Word has gone forth, " They shall never perish, neither
shall an man pluck them out of my hand."
In the last chapter of St.
Paul's 2nd Epistle to Timothy, there is a sketch given of how men will act,
how men will preach, and how men will hear in the latter days. So, taking
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all these passages together, it seems that the character of the last days,
whenever they shall come, will be an assimilation, to a great extent,
between the doctrines of those who ought to bww better and those who do
not know better, an assimilatio:a as to principle and practice; for it is specially
marked out in this 2nd Epistle that the time will come when" men shall
be turned unto fables, " "when they will not endure sound doctrine;" and
we may believe it is beginning even now. There has heen a giving way on
one side, and a drawing too near on the other side; and in this way the great
mass of professors will be led to lower the doctrines of Christianity, and
this in itself will tend to an assimilation of principles and practice. Therefore it is of the greatest importance that God's people should be clear and
distinct, not only in their knowledge of the truth, but in their profession
()f the truth before the people of the world. N bt one iota of the doctrines
of the Gospel is to be sacrificed, in order to yield to, or conciliate, the
notions, or the doctrines, or the false, hollow religion of the world.

H.

KRAUSE.

MISTAKE AND ITS RECTIFICATION;
" Not by works of righteousness wh'ich we have done, but acc01'ding to His mercy
He saved 1tS, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;
which He shed on us abundantly through Jes1£s 07£1'ist OU1' Saviour; that, being
justified by HiE gmce, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal
life."-TITUS iii. 5-7.
THR MISTAKE.

WrrH conscious guilt opprest,
Of God and hell afraid,
I smote upon my breast,
Repented, wept, and prayed.

With dark reluctant mind
My knees were daily bent,
And, sadly disinclined,
1 laboured to repent.

.I treasured up my tears,

And deemed the precious drops
Might sink my risen fears,
And raise my sunken hopes.

To read a chapter through,
And say a lengthened prayerAll this 1 tried to doBut what a cold affair!

I laboured then to count
My sad transgressions o'er;
To own the full amount,
And shun them evermore.

And, yet, behold 1 thought
That this must needs be done
To gain the heaven 1 sought,
And hell's damnation shun.

Among my duties, too,
1 zealously would plod,
Supposing this would do
To please an angry God.

'Tis true, indeed, that 1
Had often heard and read
That Jesus came to die,
And full atonement made.

My neighbours would allow,
With proof so ample given,
That I was surely now
Upon the way to heaven.

But, then, behold! 1 thought,
I'll go and wash my face;
Then mercy may be sought
With somewhat better grace.

Yet all was sad constraint;
My heart was not above;
1 had become a saint
From fear, and not from love.

'Tis time, He can forgive,
And save the vilest too.
But, then, I'll godly live,
And give Him less to do.

.1 wished my sins forgivenAnd yet 1 loved them well;
1 only sought for heaven,
Because I dreaded hell.

I'll read, and praise, and pr:1y,
O'er past misdoings fret;
Revere the Sabbath.day,
And thus reduce the debt.
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If God be still displeased,
Because of former sin,
He then may be appeased
By bringing Jesus in.

o Lord, I thank Thee much
I'm not like other men;
o Lord. I mean like such

His righteous robes may be
Prepared for me to dress;
But, oh! 'twere wrong in me
Such kindness to abuse.

I do my duties well,
1 often fast and pray;
And, Lord, Thou knowest well
I keep the Sabbath-day.

I'll weave a little dress,
And wrap it round my heart,
And then a skirt of His
Will cover all the rest.

Thou knowest my desire,
That sinners seek Thy face,
Poor sinners that require
So much Thy saving grace.

Besides, if I can raise
Myself in part to heaven,
Then why should all the praise
To Jesus Christ be given P

Thou knowest what I gave
The other day to send
The Gospel that can save
To earth's remotest end.

Poor, vile, dependent souls,
Who cannot pray aright,
Who break the sacred rules
At morning, noon, and night-

The heathen worship stone:
Lord, how profane is this.
I worship Thee alone;
How pure my worship is!

Such may be very glad
To take salvation free;
But then I'm not so bad,
And don't intend to be.

Accept my every task;
Thy holy will be done.
To please Thee, Lord, I ask
For all, through Christ, Thy Son.

. As are the slaves of sin.

THERJ;;CTIFICATION.

'Twas thus I plodded on,
And would have plodded still,
If I had not been shown
The heights of Sinai's hill;
Beheld its dreadful flame,
And heard its thunder roll,
While doubt, and fear, and shame
Laid hold upon my soul.
The throne of God was raised
Above the awful place;
His Justice then appeared,
And cursed me to my face.
I plied good works, but, ah !
A voice in fury cried,
" N 0 flesh by deeds of law
Can e'er be justified !"
To Mercy next I fled,
But Justice frowned again,
Demanding to be paid
A debt of endless pain.
My sins in wild array
Now stood before my view:
I felt I could not pray,
And knew not what to do.

Distracted and ashamed,
I groaned beneath my load,
When, la! a voice proclaimed," Behold the Lamb of God!"
I raised my weeping eyes
To see the bleeding One,
And, la! to my surprise,
'Twas God's beloved Son.
Oh! what a marvel this,
All.d dying thus for me!
'Twas awful pain-'twas bliss
The.spectacle to see.
Now, ransomed and forgiven,
I keep the law divine;
But not to purchase heaven,
For that's already mine.
My thoughts are now above,
My soul is bounding free;
For why? because the love
Of Christ constraineth me.
Of all I have to do,
My own I nothing call ;
I'm Christ's, and, oh! 'tis true.
That Christ's my All in all.
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1mb' iot.ea of £),mnous.

ABLE MINISTERS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT.
(2. COR. iii. 6.)
'SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON PREACHED BY REV. RELY SMITH, RECTOR OF
TANSLEY, AT SCARTHIN CHURCH, TUESDAY, 21sT OCTOBER, 1873, ON THE
OCCASION OF THE MATLOCK BATH CLERICAL MEETING.

I HAVE chosen these words as my text this evening, considering them
,suitable to an occasion like the present, when ministers of the Gospel
have been meeting togethel' to study and pray over the Word of God;
thus manifesting a desire to become able ministers of the New Testament.
As, however, almost all my clerical hearers have had more experience in the
ministry than myself, I feel there will be a difficulty in giving free
expression to my opinions without apparently presuming to teach. I
must, however, disclaim all such pretension and crave indulgence while
I endeavour to speak of what seem to be certain important truths
suggested by the text. In doing so I propose to consider:I. What is the principal office of ministers of the New Testament.
H. How we may hope to perform our office efficiently.
HI. That we are ministers emphatically of the li'ew Testament in contradistinction to the Old.
I. What is the principal office of ministers of the New Testament.
Four chief duties may be mentioned: Visiting the sick, and our flock
generally, conducting the public services, administering the Sacraments,
and preaclting. That these are the principal duties attached to our
position will, I believe, be allowed by all; but is it not a fact that in the
present day there is a tendency to depreciate, almost to ignore, the
ordinance of preaching? By an increasing section, both of ministers and
people, the conducting the services, and the administering the Sacraments,
'especially the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, are considered as almost
engrossing the ministerial functions. By others the energetic working
of a parish-systematic house to house visitation-is considered the great
essential; hence the questions of the day are: How is the service
conducted in such and such. a church? How often do they have" celebrations?" Is the parish well worked? It is seldom asked, Is the pure Word
of God preached there? The sermon is considered, and often spoken of, :lS
quite a secondary consideration.
I desire to bring these modern opinions to the test of Scripture, and
to see whether we there find any warrant for depreciating the office of the
preacher. The officiating and pastoral duties are undoubtedly important
and necessary; but the question is whether they are not unduly magnified
until they have assumed a disproport£onate importance.
Throughout th.e Word of God the ordinance of preaching is conspicuously
exalted. Honourable mention is made of Naah, because he was a
"preacher of righteousness." How much more do we read of prophets
than we do of priests in Old Testament history? How much more
, .conspicuous is Moses, the prophet, than Aaron, the priest? Samuel was
both prophet and priest; but it is as the prophet of the Lord that he
arrests our attention. When Solomon had learnt to condemn all his
<lther glories as vanities, he continued to glory in the title of "the
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preacher," " and sought t~ findout.accepta~lewo~ds." Row large a portion
of the Old Testament Scnptures IS occupIed wIth 1he utterances of· the
prophets. But, if the ordinance of preaching is exalted in the Old Testament, much lilore is it magnified in the New. Here we find that we
have entered especially on the dispensation of preaching. The forerunner
of the Messiah was eminently a preacher: "In those days came John
the Baptist preaching in the wilderness. All four evangelists record
this fact, and dwell on it as one of great importance. His preaching
might, indeed, serve as a model for all Go.spel ministers, for th~ burden
-of it was, "Behold the Lamb of God, whICh taketh away the sm of the
world." Then, when we turn to the history of our blessed Lord, we find
that, immediately after He had been especially set apart for His work by
baptism, andHisfitness for His office tested, andmanifestedbythe temptation,
the first act of His public ministry was to teach in the synagogues; indeed,
it was one proof of His being the Messiah that He preached the Gospel
to the poor; and, throughout the whole three years of His public course,
what is the history of His life? It is summed up in these words: "And
Jesus went about all the cities and villages teaching in their synagogues,
and preaching the Gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness
.and disease among the people."
Even this healing sickness was principally for the purpose of confirming the truth of His preaching. This we gather from John x. ~7, 38 : ." If I do not the works of my Father, believe me not; but if I do,
though ye believe not me, believe the works." Even after His resurrection, Ohrist continued to preach, "and, beginning at Moses and all the
prophets, He expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the
things concerning Himself." Such was Ohrist's example, and His
precept confirmed it. What were His last injunctions to His Apostles?
Were they not that "they should go and preacl~ the Gospel to every
creature?" And, although it may be objected, that in this case the ordinance
of baptism was coupled with that of preaching, and therefore is made of
equal importance, it may be replied, that in the two Gospels, Matthew
.and Mark, in which the two ordinances are thus couplecl, the preaching is
put before the baptizing. Mark, moreover, seemed to consider the command
. to preach as the most important of the two, for, in recording the obedience
of the apostles to their Master's farewell words, he makes no mention of
their bapti7.ing; but concludes his Gospel by telling us, "And they went
forth and p1·eached everywhere, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following." St. Luke says nothing about
the command to baptize, though he doos allude to the command to preach.
Lastly, John, who records Ohrist's parting command, "Feed my sheep,"
records no instructions at all with regard to baptism. Thus itis evident
that of the two parting commands of Ohrist the one which left the most
impression on the minds of the evangelists was the one to preach the Gospel.
This certainly was the impression left on the minds of the Apostles
themselves. The Acts of Apostles are the acts of preachers. Immediately
-on the outpouring of the Holy Ghost on the day of Pentecost, the first
impulse of the eleven was to proclaim the Gospel, and in almost every
.chapter throughout the book there is mention made of the Apostles'
preaching: "They went everywhere preaching the Word," alleging as
their reason that Jesus, after He rose from the dead, "commanded them
to preach to the people." And the closing verses of the book tell us how
-u Paul dwelt in his own hired house, proacliing the kingdom of God, "nd
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teaching those things which concern the Lord J eaus." In the Epi!Stlea
we find it taken for granted that preaching was the especial duty of early
ministers. How St. Paul insists on it. Take for example the first and
second chapters of his first Epistle to the Corinthians. Notice, also, his;
injunction to Timothy: "Take heed to thyself and to thy doctrine, for
in so doing thou shalt both save thyself and them that HEAR thee."
From this word "hear" we gather what was Timothy's chief duty in
St. Paul's estimation. In the Revelation the heads of the seven churches
are called'" angels," that is, messengers; and, being God's messengers,
necessarily preachers. Thus, throughout the Scriptures, in the Old
Testament as well as New, but pre-eminently in the New, is the ordinance
of preaching exalted.
It is, doubtless, remark~ble that God should have chosen an instrumentality which involves the employment of sinful, ignorant, and
weak mortals for the spread of His truth. He had plenty of other
means at His disposal. He might have used angels as His heralds. He
might have spoken from heaven, and converted men instantaneously by
power accompanying the word, as He did once in the case of Saul. He
might have converted men simply by the inspiration of His Holy Spirit
operating directly on the heart, without any other instrumentality; or,
lastly, He might have chosen that the reading of His revealed Word
should be the great lever for the conversion of men; for we know that
the "Scriptures are able to make wise unto salvation." But He did not
see fit to make use of any of these means. As a general rule, it is indeed thought by many that the Bible, without note or comment, is the
most powerful of preachers. But this does not seem to be so much God's
appointed instrument of conversion as the ordinance of preaching. It
would seem as though the inspired Word were such concentrated essence
of truth that it requires to be diluted with human weakness before it can
be received by the generality of men; and that, therefore, "it pleased God,.
by the foolishness of preaching, to save them that believe." But, nevertheless, in order that "the excellency of the power may be of God, and
not of us, we have this treasure in earthen vessels."
With such overwhelming weight of Scripture evidence in favour of the
paramount importance of prl;laching, especially under the present dis-·
pensation, how strange it is that so many persons are found who do all
they can to disparage it, and to subordinate it entirely to the manner of
conducting the services, or the frequency of administering the sacrament.
This is the more remarkable because our Church (thoroughly Scriptural
in her teaching) on all occasions gives precedence to the office of preaching.
Thus, in her articles, she descrtbes the Church as a "congregation of
faithful men, in which the pure WQ?'d of God is preached, and the sacraments duly administered." Then, at our ordination, the bishop said t()
each of us, "Take thou authority to preach the Word of God, and t()
minister the holy sacraments." Again, preaching is put before ministering
the sacraments. Thus there is no warrant, either from Scripture or the
Church of England, for despising this ordinance, but every reason for
pronouncing it to be the most important part of the duties of a minister
of the New Testament.
If this be indeed the case, how weighty becomes the question which I
proposed for. 0.ur second consideration, namely, How we may hope to become able mllllsters of the New Testament-how we can best qualifyourselves for this honourable and important office-for we are nOlle othel~'
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than God's messengers. Hence, we do indeed, as St. Paul expresses it,
" magnify our office;" but we do not thereby magnify ourselves, for we
are only led to contrast our feebleness with the responsibility of the task,
and to ask, with the Apostle, "Who is sufficient for these things?"
and to answer with him, "Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to
think anything as of ourselves, but our sufficiency is of God." There
is only one way in which we can expect to be equal to our task-the Holy
Spirit must teach us; we must seek to speak by inspiration. Why
should such a view be ridiculed as visionary and presumptuous? " Holy
men of old spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost;" and is it
enthusiasm or presumption to imagine that we, who are living under
the especial dispensation of the Spirit, may look for the same help?
We are distinctly told, "If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God,"
and that God will "give His Holy Spirit to them that ask Him." And,
in proportion as these prayers are answered, we are enabled to speak by
inspiration; and I think we may be sure of this, that it is only our
inspired words that are ever followed by a blessing. In the liturgy
and collects we also pray-for divine teaching-. Our prayers would be a
mockery if we did not believe there was any probability of their being
answered. It appears to me, therefore, that while no preacher should
neglect study, especially the study of the Scriptures, yet that they should
uever attempt to preach without askin~ God to take their thoughts and
lips into His keeping, teaching them both what to say and what not to
say; and surely we may expect our request answered when the very
object of our asking is that we may deliver God's own message faithfully.
It has been well said, that, if the preacher has God for his audience,
the Holy Spirit for his Teacher, anel Christ for his subject, he cannot
go far wrong. And here I would say, how very essential it is to preach,
as it were, for God to listen to, rather than for the sake of gaining the
approbation of man. ",Ve know that when an inspector of schools is
examining pupil teachers he makes them take a class, while he stands
by and listens. On such occasions, the pupil teachers will do their
utmost to teach their class well; but they will not be anxious to know
what the children of the class think of their mode of teaching-their
anxiety will be to please the inspector-it is his approbation they care
about; llnd this will ma"ke them take the greatest pains in teaching the
children. This is exactly how it ought to be with us ministers; our
effort should be to please God rather than our class-·our congregation.
In proportion as this principle is acted upon, the anxiety to obtain a
reputation from men, as eloquent, powerful, or able preachers, would
be lessened, and yet we should, undoubtedly, be more useful to men,
and probably more eloquent, powerful, and able. Our question before
entering the pulpit should be, "What will God think of my sermon ?"
after leaving the pulpit, "What has God thought of it?" Very hard
lessons these to learn, but very essential, if we really desire to be able
ministers of the New Testament.
(To be conclttded next month. )
RESULT OF THE F A..LL.-Were thorns for earth, and sin for man? Christ
took both, that He might bring us a new creation, a new earth, and a new
Man to reign on it.-J. Miley.
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THE ONE SACRIFICE.
x. 12, 13, 14; with EPH. v. 1,2.)

(HEll.

THIRD LECTURE UPON THE OFFICE OF THE HIGH PRIEST AND THE CEREMONIES ATTENDING HIS CONSECRATION, BY TilE REV. THE HON. SAMUEL
WALDEGRAVE, BARFORD ST. MARTIN, MARCH 22, 1848.

the ceremonies attending the consecration of the high priest to
bis most holy function, there was one full of meaning, both as respects
the Lord Jesus Christ, the Great High Priest of the Church, and His
people, who are, by His appointment, "kings and priests unto God and
His Father" (Rev. i. 6). With the blood of one of the rams of consecration did Moses touch 1;he tip of the right ear of Aaron, and of his
sons, and the thumb of their right hand, and the great toe of their right
foot (Ex. xxix. 20). What could this signify? Did it signiry that all
the kingly priests must be partakers of Christ's sufferings, and baptized
(if the Lord's will be so) even with His baptism of blood? (Matt. xx. 22,
23.) Or did it signify, that not merely the ordinary walk of Christians, but
alse their very works of service for God, their very acts of worshi p towards
God, figured forth by the ear, the hand, and the foot, respectively, need
continual washing in that blood, which purgeth the conscience from dead
works? There is iniquity even in our holy things, and a Greater than
Aaron must bear it; other blood than the blood of rams, and of goats,
must cle~nse it away (Ex. xxviii. 38). Or again (and this appears most
likely), did the putting of blood upon the ear, the hand, and the foot,
signify that it is only a deep sense of pardoning love that can give that
teachable and submissive readiness in hearing the mind and will of God;
that zealous and persevering diligence in la,bouring for Him, each in his
own vocation and ministry; that steady and increasing consistency in
walking before Him in holiness and righteousness all the days of their
lives, which are required in everyone of the" royal priesthood?" (1 Peter
ii. 9.) May 8uch a sense of pardoning love be bestowed upon many of
you, my brethren, as I proceed to bring before you the high priest
offering sacrifices for the people.
There are, if I may so speak, three distinct stages observable in the
offering up of sacrifice for sin, as prescribed in the Mosaic law. There
is, first, the presentation of the victim at the door of the tabernacle;
secondly, the slaying of the victim, and the burning of its body upon the
altar; thirdly, the carrying of its blood (on certain occasions) into the
holiest of all (see Ex. xxix. 10-18; Lev. i. 1--9; xvi.; Heb. ix. 7). Each
of these several stages present us with matter for most profitable reflection.
Before we take them in order, let us first enquire what the sacrifice was,
and for whom it was made? The sacrifice for sin was, as the case might be,
a ram, a goat, a bullock; always perfect of its kind, and without blemish.
How plainly is He figured forth in this who, was not only" a Lamb without blemish and without spot" (1 Peter i. 19), but also, "the Chiefest
among ten thousand" (Song v. 10). Truly, while Aaron offered the blood
of bulls, and of goats, our High Priest "offered up Himself without spot
to God" (Heb. ix. 14).
Here, then, we have the priest typifying Christ; the sacrifice typifying Christ; yea, and, as we shall see, the altar itself, still typifying Ohrist.
Truly, of all things in Moses' law, it may well be said, "the body is of
A.\IONG

Christ" (Col. ii. 17).
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But for whom did Aaron offer sacrifice? For Israel, collectively and
,individually. Collectively, on the great day of atonement, for the whole
'race of the children of J acob, and for the" strangers" that had joined
themselves to the Lord (Num. xv. 14-16; Isa. lvi. 6). Individually, for
anyone who, having contracted ceremonial or other defilement, was
moved to bring a sin-offering to the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. Just so did Christ, the great Antitype of Aaron, in the year of
tthe Redeemed, offer Himself" to bear the sins of many" (Heb. ix. 28),
even the sins of that "great multitude which no man could number"
(Hev. vii. 9), which is called in Holy Scripture, "the people" (1 Peter
·,ii. 9, 10), "the Church" (Eph. v. 25), "the Israel of God" (Gal. vi. 16).
A people, not taken from anyone country, or race, or age, but from all
.countries, families, and generations. Thus is it written (in resped of the
,limitation of the sacrifice to "the whole family in heaven and earth),"
Eph. v. 25. And again (in respect of the extension of the sacrifice to
thousands and tens of thousands, not of the stock of Abraham, Aven to
Barbarian, Scythian, Bond and Free), 1 John ii. 1, 2. And again (in
respect both of the limitation and of the extent of the sacrifice), Heb.
fix. 28.
Does any poor needy one enquire, How shall I ascertain that this
so great sacrifice is for me? Let me remind him that in Aaron's
sacrifices, as may well be Been in the 13th and 14th chapters of Leviticus,
there was an inclividuality as well as a nationality. Just so is Christ
propounded in the Gospel, as offering Himself for individuals answering
exactly to your description. A.re YOl~ a sinner, a leper? Do you know
the plague of your own heart? (1 Kings viii. 38.) Confessing, and fortlaking sin, giving up all self-dependencies, are you willing to be saved
-in God's own way? on God's own terms? by faith in Christ alone?
(Acts xvi.. 31.) You are the very person, the very individual, for whom
the Lord Jesus is now urging the prevailing suit of His own most precious
blood (Heb. vii. 25) "for them." Truly, brethren, the doctrine that
-Christ's priesthood and Christ's sacrifice is specially, peculiarly, and
Qnly for His Church, is full of warning, full of comfort. Full of warning
to the careless, for it tells him to "work out" his "own salvation with
feal' and trembling" (Phil. ii. 12); to give diligence to make his
." calling and election s1ll'e" (2 Peter i. 10). Full of comfort to the men
of broken and contrite heart, for it tells them that Christ's Church is made
up (not, as some ignorantly say, of "good people," and so forth, but) of
:sinners; yea, of the chief of sinners; even of idolatrous Manassehs; of
blaspheming and injurious Sauls; of "publicans and sinners." Listen
~o t.he description of Christ's flock in Ezek. xxxiv. 4. Truly, the Church
is like Bethesda's pool (John v. 2, 3).
This, then, was the sacrifice, and this the people for whom it was made
(Rev. v. 9, 10).
Let us now proceed to learn something more concerning Jesus, our
:sacrificing Priest, from Aaron, the high priest of Israel. Consider,
1. The presentat'ion of tJlIJ vict'im at the door of the tabcrnacle.-The victim
(be it lamb, or goat, or bullock) was first selected with care, and,
being found faultless, was set apart, or sanctified, for the purpose of
being a sacrifice. Need I remind you, my brethren, how, when the sons
of earth could afford no spotless sacrifice, when even the angels were
charged with folly, J ehovah did set apart the Eternal Son, and sanctify
Him to be a Sacrifice for sin? (1 Peter i. 18, 19, 20.) Accordingly, the
u 2
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Son thus speaketh of Himself, Prov. viii. 23; John x. 36. When thus·
sanctified to be a Propitiation for sin, was it needful that unwillingly He
should be brought to the door of the tabernacle, and led to the altar of
sacrifice? By no means. Hearken to Him as He speaks, John x. 17,
18. And this was no new sentiment in His divine mind. It was there
before His incarnation (see Psa. xl. 6, 7, 8). And in the days of His
flesh, how anxiously did He long for the hour when that purpose should
be accomplished which He Himself mentions in Matt. xx. 28. Hearken
to His own words, "I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how am
I straitened till it be accomplished?" (Luke xii. 50.) Also see John xii.
27, 28. At last, when the time was come that the sacrifice should be
made, how steadily He directed His course to Jerusalem; how deliberately
did He tell His disciples of' His apptoachiog passion; how patiently did
He wait for His murderers in the garden; how meekly did He submit to
be led to the slaughter! (See Luke ix. 51 ; John xvii. 19; xviii. 1-4.)
Truly, in Him was the prophecy fully accomplished which is written in
Isa. liii. 7.
Thus, my beloved bre~hren, did Christ the High Priest present Christ
the Sacrifice willingly, yea, joyfully, at the place where He was to suffer
" the Just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God" (1 Peter iii. 18).
Dear Christians, shall we be selfish, shall we be grudging, shall we be
tardy in our service one to another when our Master was so loving, so
generous, so eager in giving Himself for us? See John xiii. 34; Phil.
ii.4-8.
But we must pass on to the second stage of our subject.
n. The slaying of the victim and the bzwning of its body wJ.Jon the altar.When the bullock, or the goat, had been brought to the door of the
tabernacle, if it were the sacrifice of an individual, that individual laid,
his hands upon its head (see Lev. i. 4; iv. 4); if for the nation, the
high priest, in the name of the nation, laid his hands upon its head, and
confessed" over him all the iniquities of the children of Israel" (Lev..
iv. 15; xvi. 21). And what doth this signify? In the case ofthe national
sacrifice it signifies the laying of the sins of His people upon Jesus; in
the case of an individual, it signifies that appropriating faith by which
each of the Lord's people is, in due time, enabled to rest for himself on
Jesus as His Sin-bearer (Isa. liii. 6; Gal. ii. 20).
Is there anyone ready to cry with David, "Mine iniquities are gone
over mine head: as an heavy burden, they are too heavy for me"
(Ps. xxxviii. 4)? let me entreat him to look upon the Great Sacrifice as Hesweat great drops of blood in the garden (see Luke xxii. 44), as His heart
was melted within Him on the cross. Whence that agony, whence that
broken heart? It was the imputation of sin. Sin such as thine, poor·
sinner. Hearken to His own words, Ps. lxix. 7; xl. 12. But there wasmore than the imputation of sin there. There was the infliction of
punishmen-t. The bullock, or the ram, or the goat, on which sin was
laid, was either in its own person (as in the case of ordinary sin-offerings), or in the person of anothor of its kind, as in the case of the scapegoat, slain and burnt upon the brazen altar. Its blood must be shed, for
Heb. ix. 22. Just so did Christ, the Great Sacrifice, pour out His soul
unto death (Isa. liii. 12). Yea, and as the siu-offerings were consumed
by the. fire, which was first lighted from heaven, so was Jesus the Lord
melted, yea, melted like wax (Ps. xxii. 14), by the fire of His Father's
wrath (Lam. i. 12, 13);' Let us ever remember that the pierced hands

The Gospel Magazine.

253

;and feet, the temples crowned with thorns, the buffeting, the spitting.
'the plucking off of the hair, were but part, and 11 very small part, too, of
the sufferings of Jesus; that His mind's torture from guilt imputed, to a
'conscience exquisitely tender, from wrath poured out into a full cup by a
Father who had hitherto been naught but love; that this was the greatest
.and chiefest part of His woe (see Ps. xxii. and lxix.). And now let me
tell the "weary and heavy laden" one that, whereas the sinner's Substitute hath suffered, the sinner himselfthat believeth in Jesus shall never thus
·suffer (Isa. xliv. 22 ; liv. 9, 10); and why? because Isa. iv. 4. But, pe.rhaps,
the poor needy one may say, "My sins are increased even unto heaven, my
guilt is infinite; how can the sacrifice ofJesus atone for that guilt?" Inanswer
'to this question, let me remind you, that the victim thus slain and burnt
derived a ceremonial value and sanctity from the altar upon which it was
offered (Matt. xxiii. 19). Now, was there any altar upon which the
humanity of Jesus was offered which so sanctified that gift as to make it
of value to atone for infinite guilt? Yes, His Divinity, Rig eternal, as
·opposed to His human spirit, stamped a priceless value on His spotless
sacrifice CHeb. ix. 13, 14). I might, if time permitted, bring several
passages to prove that the Eternal Spirit here means the divine nature
of the Lord Jesus; but I will only remark, that, had Christ been, as the
Arians and Socinians vainly, blasphemously, and suicidally talk, anything less than "very God of very God," His death would have been
unavailing as a vicarious sacrifice for one man, much more as a vicarious
sacrifice for a world. But, thanks be to God, the Lord Jesus is "God
over all, blessed for ever." His sacrifice is infinite in its value, infinite
in its efficacy. Hence the force of the words in J ohu i. 19; Heb. ix. 26 ;
Isa. i. 17, 18; Micah vii. 18, 19.
Let me, my beloved brethren, before leaving this part of our subject,
entreat you to consider well, each one, first, whether he ft'els his need
of a sacrifice for sin at all; secondly, if he does feel his need, upon what
sacrifice for sin he is depending? Do you depend upon prayers, upon
ordinances, upon fastings, upqn alms? Are these you)' sacrifices for sin?
They are not God's! Even those which He once appointed could not
take away sin (Heb. x.4). How shall observances, which you have
substituted for Christ, avail? (See Prov. xxx. 12; Isa. i. 11-13; Micah
vi. 8). Believe me, upon the authority of God's vVord, that your iniquity is
infinite, and can only be put away from you by an infinite satisfaction.
May grace be given you to flee to Him who only was able, in atoning for
sin and working out righteousness, to say, TETEAE(TTIl't, "It is finished"
(John xix. 30).
Brethren, I have now considered, 1st, the presentation of the sacrifice
. at the door of the tabernacle, 2nd, the laying of sin upon its head, the
shedding of its blood, the bruising of its body upon the altar. Had
time permitted, it was my purpose to consider, 3rdly, the carrying of the
blood by the high pr'iest into the lwliest of all. I will only remark that
that symbolical act prefigured the completion of the atonement of Christ
and its acceptance with God. But yet, even while it shadowed forth
these things, there were two standing facts which proved that it was
only a shadow. The veil, through which the high priest passed into the
holiest of all, remained still drawn; the sacrifices were repeated year by
.year continually CHab. ix. 7, 8; x. 3, 4). But, now, the very same
Jehovah who ordained that these shadowy rites should be observed has
.caused them to cease. The daily sacrifice, and the annual atonement,
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have long come to an end. The veil, when Jesus died, was rent from the'
top, even to the bottom. And why sq? Because sin is now put away to
be remembered no more; because the people of God have now boldness.
to enter into the holiest of all by the blood of Jesus. Did I say that sin
is put away to be remembered no more? Was it not foretold of the Lord
Jesus, Dan. ix. 24? and doth not the Holy Ghost testify concerning'
Him, Heb. i. 3? yea, Heb. x. 14, 17? Did I say that the people of
God have now boldness to enter into the holiest of all by the blood of'
Jesus? Saith not the Scriptures even so? (Heb. x. 19-22; Rom. v.
1, 2; Eph. ii. 18.) My dear people, may the Lord give many of you great
grace, that, knowing and rej oicing in the completeness of the atonement and
the boldness with which, in the strength of that blood, you may draW'
near to the throne of grace, you may, having the ear, the hand, and the
foot sprinkled with the blood of Ohrist, meekly and thoughtfully learn,
zealously and obediently serve, consistently and perseveringly adorn the'
Gospel of God your Saviour (2 John 3, 4; Jude 24, 25).

THE GOD OF GRAOE, AND THE GIFT BY GRAOE.
My DEAR BROTHER,-I feel sure you will be deeply interested in the
following narrative, and will be pleased to publish it for the benefit of.
others. Very recently, when in London, taking a humble part in the'
London Mission at Trinity Ohurch, Hampstead, and staying at the house
of the writer's beloved mother, the narrative was read to me and my
dear wife by the writer; and I felt the testimony was so very important
and precious that its publication might be of much real service to the'
household of faith. I therefore asked the writer kindly to supply me.
with a copy of the narrative, in order that I might send it to you for
insertion in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. It affords a striking illustration of'
the sovereign power and grace of God, and how wonderfully God raises
up and qualifies laoourers for the vineyard, and also how, although they
may be sometimes sadly tried, He graciously interposes and provides for.
their temporal and spiritual necessities.
Believe me, my dear brother, affectionately yours in Ohrist,
R. OORNALL.
My DEAREST J--, I send you the promised sketch of Mr ---'s '.
life, as herelated it to M-- and me one afternoon when he called Oil.
us at R--. I am almost sure of every word; for, wishing to preserve a
distinct remembrance of so encouraging a testimony to the love and
faithfulness of our God and Father, I wrote it down just as he told it to
us about an hour after he lefL-Your loving sister,
M--.
. My mother lived in S - - street, at that time ,a fashionable part of'
London. Balls and parties all the week, and the Sunday drive round
the park, were the usual routine. I entered the army when I was
sixteon years old, and, till I was thirty-four, never possessed a Bible.
Of course I might have had one had I wished it,but I. scarcely ever sa w
or hoard of one, and did not care for it. I joined in all· the gaieties of
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the regiment, taking a prominent part in them, Us d to make arrangements for the band when it was invited out, and Wli always steward at
any.ball given by the officers.
When 1 wo. thirty-four years of age I went hom
n 1 ave, and was
much with Ii si I ousin, nursing him. He died of con umption while I
was attending on him; and it was the sight of his d ad b dy that first
roused serious thoughts within me. I had seen death be£or in different
and terrible forms-here was a quiet death, a man dying in his bedbut it was tile Lo?'(J,' s time, and I said to myself, " Were I in his place,
where should I be now? I lcnow I am a hell-deserving sinner; I should
be in hell." I had never prayed, and did not know how; but I went into
the next. room and howled, crying to God £01' mercy. I went to the
clergyman of the parish and told him what I felt. He replied, "Captain,
I'm surprised to hear you give such a character of yonrself; I did not
think you were such an one as you describe." I said, "I feel I'm a
sinner deserving hell." " Well," was the answer, "I'm sorry to hear
you say so, I should not have thought it; all I can say to you is, 'go and
sin no more.''' I had the sense to say, "But, supposing I can do that,
what becomes of my past sins?" This he could not tell me. Then I
went to the curate, and told him the same thing. He said, "I'll tell you
what it is, captain, you've been waiting on your cousin, and the con:fin ment of a sick room has made you melancholy. I'll tell you what to
de, it's just the height of the season at Dublin; go there and :fill up your
time with amusements."
I could not take the former advice. I took the latter, and went to Dnblin,
where I entered into such excess of riot that from January to May I
hardly missed one night being out either.at a ball or concert. So far did I
go, that I appeared on the boards at private theatricals. Then I had
to rejoin my regiment, went to H--, and during the voyage was in
great danger of being drowned. The captain ofthe vessel was a drunkard.
I should have told you that before my co'tlsin died he had given me a
Bible, the first I ever possessed, and this I now began to read, and on
this voyage, while expeeting to go down during the storm, God's eye
alone saw me in my berth crying for mercy.
At H-- I heard my first Gospel sermon. It was what I may call a
fierce Gospel, such as, "You'll go to hell if you don't believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ," and so on. Still, it was the truth; and, when I rejoined
my regiment, I felt myself a changed man. But there was very little
real difference, though my fellow officers -were surprised at what they
could see. I felt I could not go to a ball, but otherwise I tried how much
I could keep of the world and still serve God. I soon found this would not
do. God gave me grace to desire to. walk uprightly before Him, and before
long I had to suffer persecution. I had no Christian friend. There was
one officer, a pious man, but he did not help me much. I had only my
Bible; bZlt tllat I read, and lig'ht grew stronger. I determined to abide in
the calling wherein I was called-I found the centurion did not leave
his-but the persecution I endured made those three years a time of great
trial to me. It was durin g these three years that I remained in the army
that I learned all the doctrines I now preach. I had no teacher but the
Great Teacher. I read some of Newton's works; and, finding a chapter on
predestination and not understanding it, I had the honesty to leave it,
saying, "All I know is that I'm at the foot of the cross; I must wait for
the Lord to show me other things." Now I see this doctrine clearly in
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the Word, but then God gave me grace to leave what I could not understand. I knew nothing at all of sects, had never heard of Calvinists,
Arminians and others, and when I returned to England was astonished
to find there was so much noise about them. Now, when people come
to me and say, "Why, you are so and so," I reply, "Show me a text in
the Bible to disprove what I say. I don't care at all about names, the
Bible is my standard."
I bad waited the Lord's time in the army; now for family reasons I
left it. And oh! what happiness and freedom to leava it now that the
Lord had opened the way. I retired on half-pay, and went to live with
a sister at T--, a sister to whom my latters had been blessed by God
to her conversion. Of course I was anxious for the salvation of souls,
and the curate of the parish; thinking, I suppose, that I could teach the
people a little, said, "Now, captain, I will give you a part of the district
entirely-to yourself, and you shall do what you like with it." He did so, and
I used to visit among the people. One day an old bed-ridden couple said,
"Captain, couldn't you come and read to us on Sunday evening? Wa
can't go to church, and should be very glad if you would." So I went to
them on Sunday evenings, and in about a month six others had joined
us. "You won't mind these coming just to listen," it was said. "Oh,
dear no," I replied. In about two months two hundred people used to
meet in that room; it was a large one belonging to a farm-bouse.
One evening, a man walking home with me said, "Captain, the Lord
intended you for the ministry." I said, "I'm quite ignorant and unlearned. I should not think of entering the ministry unless the Lord put
me in." However, as the subject had been brought before me, and,
thinking it might give me a mora extended sphere of usefulness, I wrote
to a friend respecting it. The answer came back, "I have spoken about
you to the Bishop of - - , and, if yoa go to college, he will ordain you."
Leaving' school at sixteen, I was ignorant of Latin, Greek, and mathematics, but I said, "If I go to college now, I do it to the Lord." So I
went to London and read with a man for tlu'ee months. "Now," said
he, "you may go to the university." I went. People thought and said
I was too old; but I said, "I shall read and do all to the Lord," and was
fu'st in nearly all the classes. When about half way through my college
course I heard that the Bishop of - - could not ordain me; other bishops
would not, and he could not he singular. "VeIl, the Lord had shown me
the way into this lane; I resolved to go through it, and see whether I
shall find the gate shut at the end. So I went on reading, and one day
I had a letter from a clergyman in N--, a man I had never seen.
He wrote, "I do not know you at all, but have heard of you through a
mutual friend. I have spoken to the Bishop of - - ; he will ordain you
to my curacy." Here was the way made clear out of the lane, ancI
there I remained till the Lord placed me at N--, and I stayed at N - till I was quite pressed for lack of pecuniary means.
My father had died some years before. Re did not like my religion,
but we were always friendly, and I occasillnally visited him. He had
been a long time in the army in - - , and had amassed. a good fortune.
I was his only son. After his death I went over to - - to the funeral, and
when the will was read I found that all the property had been left to a
relativo. I was told my father had said" - - says he lives by faith; let
him try it." Immediately those words were given to me, "The Lord is
the Portion of mine inheritance and my cup;" and He has taken care of
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me ever since, aud will do so. But wheu at N - - (1 had been married
some years and had seven children,and but £ - - a year) 1 could not educate
them as 1 wished and pay my debts, and one must be just. While in
N-- 1 had been useful to the present Bishop of - - , and he was much
attached to me and wished me to go out to him. Friends urged me
to do this, but 1 waited till the Lord opened the way, and then with wife
and seven children went to A--. The Lord had guided me there I
knew; but, strange to say, from the time 1 landed 1 was never a day well
there. However, 1 remained three years; would not leave till the Lord
:removed me. 1 was archdeacon, examining chaplain, and had to work
.a parish besides. People said, "You'll never be able to stop i" but 1
waited till the Lord made the way clear. At last the Bishop said, " - - ,
you shall not stop here; you're not well; you must go back." So we
rp-turned to England £ - - richer than 1 went, and then just waited for
ihs Lord's direction.
After a while a friend wrote to me, "There will soon be a church
-ready at R-- and another at D--; keep yourself disengaged." 1
replied, "1 can't keep myself disengaged, I must go where the Lord
-sends me i it is very probable 1 shall go to W--." Well, 1 came here,
and have been here twelve years.
P.S.-l hope, dear J--, this account has not wearied you. It
would be much longer were 1 to tell all that was related to us. It refreshed us greatly to hear such strong testimony to our Father's care from
one who delighted to tell of it, and who was, even then, experiencing it
in a marked degree. Mr. - - said he had much money sent him
anonymously, as the Lord saw that he needed it. He had but £ - - a year
then, and told his young son each half year that he did not know that he
.should be able to send him again to school. When we were at R - (it was in October) Mr. --asked us how much we thought he had had
sent to him that year. Of course we could not pretend to guess, and he
told us £140. Seeing our surprise, he said that sometimes an envelope
came with a ten-pound note inside, "From a grateful hearer;" perhaps
£15, "From o11e who has gained benefit at - - Church," and so on.
You can understand that at such a place as R--living is expensive,
and Mr. - - said that sometimes they were nearly high and dry. His
wife would say, "We must sell the plate;" but help was sure to come.
His wife sometimes said, "1 wish you would tell the people how God
helps us just at the right time," but Mr. - - said, "The Lord knows
what 1 have, and the Lord knows when 1 need it; so 1 say nothing to
anyone." At one time some lady at N-- sent him £100; it came
anonymously with this inscription: "Others have been lopping at the
branches, but you have been hacking at the root." Mr. - - found out
afterwards who sent this, and said, "That lady waf!i not a decidecl
Christian then, nor is she now, but the Lord made her send that to me,
knowing I needed it. " 1 should like very much to have a little nest
of my own, it is hard to flesh and blood to live by faith in this way;
but the Lord sees the comfortable nest is not good for me." And this help
is still continued, for this year P - - was at R - - for a few days when
Mr-- said he had been much pressed and depressed about pecuniary
matters, and the next morning showed P - - a letter he had just received
enclosing £30. All this last was not told us in one afternoon, but his
history was; and, in speaking of some who suggested modifications in his
·decided course of action in public as well as in private life, Mr. - -
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told us he replied, " , Who art thou that judgest another man's servant ~
to his own master he standeth or falleth ;' " adding, "When some say,
'Why do you not allow your children to do this or that? or to go to
such and such a place of amusement? So-and-so does, and sees no harm
iryt.' Well," I reply, "happy is he that condemneth nut himself in
that thing which he alloweth; I have a Christain character to maintain,
and while my children are under my roof we must all seek to live consistentl:,." Ps. xvi. 8, "I have set the Lord always before me, because
He is at my right hand; I shall not be moved," will always be associated
with Mr. - - in my mind. He seemed to have taken these words as
his motto through life and recommended others to do the same.
M.S.W.

DIARY OF THE LATE MR. HENRY EVE.
(Contillueclfrompage 218.)

" Sunday, May 22nd.-It is part of the pilgrim's lot to be harassed
and wearied by the way, to feel hungerings and parchings and dry
barren deserts; but Thou, dear Jesus, art a river ever flowing througl'u.
the deserts Thy children are C1tlled to pass through; and, when enabled
to partake of that life-giving stream, how sweet and comforting it is!
But there are times when we cannot see Thee; then how disconsolate we
go about; we think Thou hast forgotten us. I tremble in the contemplation of the undertaking for to-morrow.;;' If I take things upon my
own head, I shall soon fail; but if Thou, Lord, art ordering my way, I
shall stand, though all earth and hell oppose. Oh, that I may be enabled
to do things for the best!
" Sunday, June 5tl•. -Two years and three months since the Lord has
proved Himself to our family as the' Father of the fatherless,' and a
Husband to the widow. I feel that it is in mercy, and through mercy, I
am spared. I am at a loss to know how to utter the Lord's goodness;
it seems too great to be believed. I was reading to-day about Thomas,
and thought it was just like me, for I have been a long time stumbling at
the simplicity of the Lord Christ and His Gospel. I have been and am
just as unbelieving as he was; for he could not comprehend his crucified,
but now risen, Lord, until Christ afresh opened his eyes and his heart,
and made him to have a personal acquaintance with Him. It seems as
though Thomas had much creature-prejudice to contend with; and so
have 1. Oh, that the heaven-born mercy may be mine to say, as He said,
, My Lord and my God!'
"Sunday, July 3rd.-My birthday is past; twenty-two year>! has the
Lor~ borne with me in the wilderness. Wonder of wonders, that I am a
monument of His saving grace. It is wonderful to trace the Lord's
dealings in and with the soul of a poor broken-hearted, sin-condemned
sinner. When condemned by the holy law of God, by Satan, by sin,
by solf, by the world; then does the Lord shine in as the' Sun of
Righteousness with healing in His wings,' dispelling the darkness, sadness,
doubts, and fears.
*. The ahoye undertaking was the taking an apprentice.
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"Sunday, July 3lst.-Weak in body and in mind. Thou, Lord, hast
said, 'My grace is sufficient ;' make it to be so in me, though I am helldeserving. May I be enabled by the Spirit's drawing to ' cast all my care
upon the Lord,' for He careth for His children, and very tenderly too.
Dear mother is away in London for a few weeks; may the Lord bless
her and bring her back in safety to us.
" Sunday, August 7th.-Still creeping along, with thorns and briars
hedging up my path. Not much in the preaching for me to-day; but the
Lord has given me a little help by the way. Oh, that in all the ups and
downs oflife I may be enabled to discern the Lord's hand, guiding me by
grace and providence. Business is still very trying; but, if a poor unworthy worm can praise the Lord, may I, for His loving-kindness and
mercy shown towards us. We have proved, since our dear father's
death, that the Lord does not utterly forsake His children, and that He
will not lay upon us more than we are able to bear.
" Sunday evening, Sept. 4th.-At - - . The Lord can bless me here as
well as at home. Oh, that He would give me one gracious thought,
one sigh, one longing after Himself, who is my Life, my Stay, my Hope.
" Sunday, Sept. 25th.-The Lord has been gracious to me to-day, causing
gladness and joy to enter my soul; and I have found it a Sabbath indeed. Mr.G.D. Doudneypreached in our church, instead of Mr. Doudney,
and very blessedly the Lord led him to speak of His great name. Whatever may come in my path during the coming week, oh, may the Lord
give me strength and patience to bear it. How to get 'the bread that
perisheth,' occupies much of my time, and too much of my thonghts and
attention, for my comfort and spiritual edification. Oh, that the LOl,d
would give me to feel that, as He has promised, He will 'supply all my;
need according to His riches in Christ Jesus.'
"Sunday. Oct. 9th.-Gracious and heavenly Father, prepare my mind
for all events of life, make me to feel and know that this world is nothing
but disappointment and distraction, and, the more I depend upon it, the
more am I disappointed and deceived. What can I say to the Lord's
great name? it must be all in kindness and mercy. And, though I feel
the strokes very bitter, yet there is an eternal sweetness mixed therewith.
, The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all sin.' Oh, that I may
realize the preciousness of this promise!
"Sunday, Oct. 16tli.-The Lord is still making me to feel the yoke,
but He has said, in His Word, 'It is good for a man that he bear the
yoke in his youth.' Oh, that the Lord would make my way plain, "and
prepare my mind for all discouragements and disappointments that, in
His infinite wisdom, He sees fit that I shall pass through. Yet, Lord,
when hast Thou given me more than I was able to bear? And, when
Thou hast sent trouble, Thou hast shortly sent consolation also. It is
not because a man prospers in the world that he is a Christian, for Thy
children are oftentimes chastened ten thousand times more than the
woddling, "for whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth."
Give me
grace for the hours, for the days, of the coming week, for surely trials
and troubles will come; these are Thy great lessons.
"Sunday, Oct. 23rd.-During the past week my mind has been
plunged into much trouble; I seem to sink into despair. My mind is
impatient to trust the Lord. My natural self says, 'My will, not Thine.'
Instead of peace within, the Lord has made war; so my self-will and
feelings rise up in rebellion against Him. Yet His judgments are truo
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and righteous altogether. 0 Lord, support my mind, give strength to
my body, give energy to my nerves, give a greater clearness and soundness to my mind and judgment, put me into that blessed position to
prove Thee, and try Thee, whether Thou wilt not be to me more than all
my fears, and groans, and tears. Be Thou my Friend and Comforter, my
Support, and my everlasting joy.
"Sunday, Oct. 3oth.-' Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in
God, believe also in me;' so the words have just come to me to console
my wandering', distracted mind. Troubled again, but the Lord is my
Support and Comfort. What a happiness to look forward to the time
when sorrow, and sighing, and parting, yea, and sinning, shall be done
away with for ever. Dear Lord, support me during the coming week,
take away this deep anxiety, and enable me to trust all to Thy Fatherly
care.
" Sunday, Nov. 13th.-A fortnight's difficulties and trials for ever gone
and past, no more to be experienced; and what a mercy that we cannot
see what lies before us. What anxiety it would cause us to be the subjects of, if we could look a few days hence, and picture before our minds
the pathway we shall have to tread in. How miserable, downcast, and
wretched we should be if it were so. But, in great kindness, the Lord is
pleased to lead step by step. Mr. L--t, our superintendent, being
away, I was obliged to act for him. I did not appreciate the exalted
position; I felt awkward and strange. The last week was one of great
anxiety. The words come into my mind-oh, that they may come into
my heart !-' The Lord will provide;' 'Thy shoes shall be iron and brass,
and as thy days, so shall thy strength be.' Oh, may the Lord teach me,
and lead me in the right way. Bless me, 0 Lord! Bless my mother!
Give her health and strength to live a few years longer for us; and may
she find in her children all that she would desire-yea, born again from
above. Give me more of a cheerful mind and disposition, if it be in
accordance with Thy blessed will. Remember me in all my troubles and
temptations, my inward and outward trials, my hopes and fears, my joys
and sorrows, for Christ's sake.
" Sunday, IJee. 4th.-The first Sunday of the last month of another
year; and what the Lord has made me to pass through during the year
now drawing to a close! I seem to grow in this way-the more I know,
the less I really seem to know. The Lord is making me to see great
abominations in myself; and this keeps me from seeing the glory and
beauty in Christ. I am but a poor sin-burdened sinner, and need salvation and grace every moment.
"Thursday night, IJee. 8th.-I have been to Clifton, to see the suspension bridge opened. It has been a day of gladness to some; to me,
one of deep mental and heart sorrow. The Lord is indeed cau8ing me
to pass through deep waters. Oh, that He would, giv.e me a lift heavenward! 'All things shall work together for good to them that .love God.'
" Saturday night, IJee. 10th.-Oh, how the pangs of hell seem to get
hold upon me! I feel to be trembling over the pit at times; yet a glorious
thought comes, and a glorious reality-' underneath are the everlasting
arms' of the eternal J ehovah. The Holy Spirit has whispered some
sweet thoughts of consolation into my soul. 0 Lord, Thou art teaching
me, by little and little, what human nature is, when left alone to its own
corrupt will and way. Do Thou, Lord, comfort and sustain my soul on
the morrow, ancl may I feed upon the 'Bread of Life.'
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" Sunday, nec. 11 th.-In the midst of my trials and difficulties the Lord
is still very gracious to me. I have been bowed down the past week
with sore trouble and temptation; yet at times the Lord melts my heart
when He gives me but a thought of Himself. Oh, how vain and triflingdoes everything in this earth appear when the Lord shows the poor soul
what is in Himself-His love, His mercy, His faithfulness, His kindness,
His eternal covenant, ' None shall pluck them out of His hand.'
"New Year's Day, Sunday evening, Jan. 1st, 1865.-Another year's
trials for ever passed away. May the Lord graciously condescend to
relieve my poor mind of many bitter recollections of the past year. I
have felt comfort at times by a ray of divine light being dropped into my
soul; yet so worldly is my mind that carnal things seem to take up more
of my time than my heavenly and eternal home. The Lord has led me
through some difficult and thorny paths, but I am constrained to leave
the result with Him. ' He doeth all things well.'
" Sunday, Jan. 29tk--' Surely goodness and mercy have followed me'
up to the present moment; and what can I do but adore His great name,
and admire the richness of His glorious grace, that has been exercised
towards a poor sinner like me ?
" Sunday, Feb. 19th.-I still desire to record the Lord's mercies and
providential dealings with us, as a family of fatherless ones. Be it to
His praise and glory. He has given us what He has promised: 'Thy
bread shall be given thee, and thy water sure.' And, though at times.
we think we shall sink under the weight of our cares, yet, 'hitherto the
r~ord has helped us;' and in every difficulty the 'Lord has delivered,
yea, and will deliver.'
" Sttnday, March 5th.-How time flies! Three years to-day since deal~
father was taken to his l'est, and the remainder of us, as a family, still
spared. What chang.es have passed through our poor minds during those
three years; yea, a lifetime of mercies. What grace! what love! what
patience! what forbearance! what loving-kindness! Dear Jesus, help
me to adore Thee. Lead me to Thyself as my Refuge, my strong Tower.
my Hiding-place. May I behold Thee, dear Jesus, as the' Lamb slain
from the foundation of the world.' I feel the world pressing me very
hard at times; wicked thoughts will intrude, sinful words and actions
will break out; but Thy blood is the only remedy to blot out all sin and
shortcomings.
e' Sttnday evem:ng, March 12th.-My mind is still a little perplexed. 0
Lord, draw me from seeking sin, from following sin, from cleaving to
sin. Deliver me from the power and bondage of Satan. Make me to
feel heavenly influences, as Thy Church of old did, when she said, 'Draw
me; we will run after Thee.' Give me, 0 Lord, a patient, humble,
watchful, prayerful spirit.
"Easter Sttnclay.-Hitherto has the Lord brought me, and what is.
still before me I know not. Do Thou, 0 Lord, keep me from desiring to
know. Give me a grateful sense of Thy providential blessings bestowed
on me, and graciously give me to realize more the workings of grace in
my soul. Be beforehand with me in every circumstance of life, and take
away the satisfaction I feel in earthly things. Bless me, Lord; bless my
mother and all of us, as a family, for Christ's sake.
. " Sunday, ..I1pril23rd.-Through divine love and mercy, I am enabled
to desire heavenly gifts-yea, above all gifts, the gift purchased by the·
death of the Lord Jesus Christ, that precious gift, 'eternal life.'
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" Sunaay, May 7tk.-I do not seem to be verr spiritually mimled lately.
My desires run after the world and worldly tlungs; alas! not bent upon
heavenly things.
.
.
.
"Sunday evening, May 14tJt.-We have had a meltmg meetm~ .thlS
evening. A few of us met at Mr. L--t's house to pray for our mUllster
(Mr. Doudney), who has gone through the .services ~f the san?tuary
to-day with great difficulty, on account of hearmg that hIS brother-m~law
(the Rev. G. D. Doudney) is dying. He is going to Plymouth to-mght
by the mail train, hoping to see him before he passes away. May the
Lord be with them both."
(To be eO?lclllded in DUI' next.)

"CHASTENED, BUT NOT KILLED."

"In a little wrath I hid my face fi'om thee for Ct moment,. but with everlasting
kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the Lorel thy Redeemer."-IsA. liv. 8.
How exceedingly subtle are the alIurements of this world-so pleasant
to the eye (of sense) and to be desired, but, as surely as indulged
in, so surely have we to smart for that sin. And, when we have been
privileged with the smiles of our heavenly Father, how doubly does
it grieve and cast us down in spirit to experience the hidings of His face!
We then sometimes conclude, or rather, Satan suggests, that, after all,
perhaps our religion has been merely a fancied one; at all events, God will
not again look upon us in mercy, therefore we had better give it all up.
Ah, it is our mercy the religion we possess is not of our own making, and
the matter does not refJt with us-our thoughts and ways are not as Hisand, whatever we may, when so cast down, think about giving up our God,
our covenant-keeping God will not give us up! Hence our security. It
was He first loved us, and our love to Him is but the result of His to us.
And
Whom once He loves, He never leaves,
But loves them to the end."
What an example have we in the life of David of the powerlessness of all
·evil things upon a man when upheld by J ehovah! David had wisdom and
strength, because the Lord was with him-He also enquired of the Lord,
and encouraged himself in his God; but yet, when less sensible of His
Lord's presence, He is saying, "Why art thou cast down, 0 my soul, and
why art thou disquieted within me? hope thou in God, for I shall yet
praise Him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God." Yes,
" weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning," and,
when grace divine reigns, we can often rejoicingly sing,
.H Oh, the happiness arising
" N e~U'er, nearer to Him clincrincr
From the lif~ of g~'a?e within.
Let my helpless soul be f;un'd';
When the scullS realizmg.
All my sorrows to Him bringing,
Conquests over hell and srn ;
May His grace in me abound.
Happy moments
Happy moments,
Heavenly joys on earth begin.
With new covenant blessings crowned."
H
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How invulnerable was David when, Cl in the name of the Lord, he
appeared before the Philistine! This was the armour he had proved, and
well protected him too; for Cl the name of the Lord is a strong tower." We
·are secure from any real harm if the Lord be the Strength of our life.
Audhath He not said, he that toucheth you, toucheth the apple of His eye?
Were we but more alive to the reality of these blessed truths, we should
pursue our journey in life with far less misgivings, and enjoy much more
·of that sweet experience which must have been David's when he wrote
probably his first Psalm, viz., the eighth. Neither does the Lord let His
people lack friends. For David He raised up J onathan. And how they
loved each other, as well they might when taught by the same blessed
Schoolmaster, whose name is Love.
May our chief desire be to know Him, and the power of His resurrection; then shall we see of His wondrous love, which eternity alone will
unfold in its fulness; for
" Nor earth, nor seas, nor sun, nor stars,
Nor heaven His full resemblance bears;
His beauties we can never trace,
Till we behold Him face to face."
Chelmsford.
CLEMENT J. COWELL.
A BOOK FOR THE TIMES.
OFTEN our intelligent readers are asked, Cl Can you recommend me a
book ?" Cl The Huguenots in France after the Revocation of the Edict
of N antes " is a book that should have a place in the library of every
Protestant, lie on the table of every literary institution throughout the
kingdom, become a prize book in true Protestant schools, and in every
attainable way circulated among the rising generation. Popery of late
has put forth a velvet paw, whereby the real character of her unchanged
and unchangeable doctrines have been concealed; and so countless multitudes are deceived, till at last they are fully persuaded that Popery has
no claws left, and that it is want of charity th.at makes a few bigots
assert that what Popery was it is, and what it has done it would do
again if only it had the power. The root of Popery is Arminianism,
and its practical bearings exhibit the doctrine that Roman Catholics
deny-total clepravity-a condition which grace alone can meet. As a
substitute fur divine and sovereign grace, we have in Popery all sorts of
Satanic contrivances to effect a salvation which Christ wrough~ out and
perfected for ever when He cried, Cl It is finished!" from which salvation
-Cl nathing can be taken, to which nothing can be added."
In the valuable volume before us we see a portraiture of Popery acting
out its principles; and this fact mustbe borne in mind, that the records given
in these pages do not represent the result and outbreak of natural cruelty
which belongs to humanity in its savage state. France stood high
among nations as the patron of civilization, science, arts, literature,
manufactures, and refinement; but the motive power that produced the
cru.elties that these pages record was more than human-it was Satanicand the cruelties were the outcome of Cl the doctrine of devils." Kings
were but the puppets that appeared on the stage and gave their authority
to the beast, but the doct-rines of Popery were the wires, and the hands
that guided them were under the rule and governance of Satan, till the
:land of " fair France" was soaked with blood.
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"The Huguenots in France" is a book for all nations and all sects;
it has to do simply with well-attested facts.
The following extract is of vast importance to the lovers of truth,
for it opens up the spring and source of that mysterious endurance
which enabled this noble army of martyrs to die for" the faith once
delivered to the saints." Regenerated, upheld, and enlightened in
the doctrines of the grace of God-commonly called Calvinism-they
confessed their faith, fearless of all the terrific consequences which that
acknowledgment involved. Hunted like beasts of prey, they, like their
spiritual ancestors, "wandered in deserts, and in mountains, aud in dens
and caves of the earth, afflicted, tormented, not accepting deliverance, that
they might obtain a better resurrection."
Thus writes Mr. Smiles :-="Whether it be that Calvinism is electic as regards races and individuals,
or that it has (as is most probably the case) a powerful formative inf:luenee
upon individual character, certain it is that the Calvinists of all countries
have presented the strongest possible resemblance to each other; the Calvinists of Geneva and Holland, the Huguenots of France, the Covenanters
of Scotland, and the Puritans of New and Old England, seeming as it were,
to be but members of the same family.
The sufferings of the Huguenots*' were something terrific to chronicle.
In 1572 upwards of 70,000 were butchered in various parts of France Oll
the eve of St. Bartholomew, but in 1598 Henry IV. published the famous
Edict of N antes, by which the free exercise of religion was secured to
all the king's subjects. In 1685 this edict, through the machinations
of the Jesuits, in their influence over Louis XIV., was revoked, and free
licence was given for all sorts of persecution against the Huguenots.
Their churches were destroyed, their property confiscated, and their
persons insulted, tortured, and put to death; 500,000 were driven to
exile and took refuge in foreign countries, and those who remained in
France did so at the peril of their lives. The patient endurance of these
grace-taught followers ~f a despised Saviour was the wonder of their
persecutors for more than fifty years. Their religion neither originated
nor was maintained by excitement; it came from God, was preserved
by God, and had its origin in the decree of eternal election flowing out
of eternal love. Their religion was based upon divine trut!l, revealed
to the heart by the Spirit of God; and thus" they endured as seeing Him
who is invisible."
Terribleto all Romanists is the doctrines of Calvinism, for they lmowthey
are irresistible. Much as Popery boasts of unity, the better instructed can
refer to facts that contradict all such assertions. The J ansenists, who
were the Calvinistic party in the Church of Rome, have been a mark
for bitter persecution at all times. No attachment to her community, no
servile submission to many unscriptural dogmas, could atone for the
unpardonable crime of holding J ansenist opinions. This was the secret
cause of the destruction of Port Royal, and the annals of eternity alone
will reveal the cruelties practised by Rome upon her sons and daughters
who dared to believe, long before Calvin was born, that the doctrines
known by his name are the doctrines of God, revealecl in the Word, and
engraved on the hearts of God's Spirit-taught people. Archbishop
'" A term of contempt, derived from a gate at Tours, called Hugon, near which the
Protestants assembled for worship in a house that h~d been occupied by a notoriously
"'ickcd IlJ'~n, ,rhose ghost was believed by the Tom's people to hauut the hOllse.
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Manning publicly asserted he had hopes of converts from all sects and
shades of religious opinions, 'exccpt Calvinists. This is a most encouraging
statement, and may have its use to nerve those who hold the doctrines
for parlour and private edification, but are timid about proclaiming
them, according to our Lord's injunctions, "upon the house-tops."
There is in our day an abundance of mongrel Calvinism that a fiery
persecution would soon sift; but the men into whose hearts God's truth
is burnt, who know feelingly the nature of sin and the grace of salvation, such men ~hall stand in the day of trial, for" they are kept by
the power of God through faith unto salvation." To this favoured
family belonged one remarkable character, Claude Brousson, which is full
of interest. Born at Nismes, in 1647, he followed the profession of the
law, and, when oppressive edicts against the Huguenots were issued,
Brousson was always found on the side of the Protestants. Process
after process was carried on against the poor Huguenots, prior to the
I'evocation of the Edict of Nantes, as their churches were demolished,
and many tyrannical acts passed whereby their conscience was wounded
as to religious liberty. Brousson was repeatedly offered high appointments by the authorities if he would turn apostate; but grace had laid
hold of hi.s heart, and, like Moses, "he esteemed the reproach of Christ
greater riches than the treasures of Egypt." Nismes being denounced
as insurrectionary, because the Huguenots would not submit to the
Papal yoke, numbers who could withdraw from the land of their birth
fled. Claude BroussoD, among others, took refuge in Switzerland.
In 1685, the persecution of the Huguenots became intensified by the
revocation of the Edict of N antes, when torture, imprisonment, confiscation, and death were the fatal results of confessing the H'J.g·uenot faith.
The emigration that followed the edict carried to the nations where
they were protected the secret of arts and manufactures that exclusively
belonged to France; but Claude Brousson, though in the bosom of his
family, living in safety, was not happy separated from his suffering
hrethren. To boar their burdens, share their sorrows, and help to
liustain their faith by the preached Word, he braved the dangers he so
lIarrowly escaped, and returneel to Fmnce. He loved his wife and children, but le felt a higher duty called him. "When God permits His
Eervants to die for the Gospel, they preach louder from the grave than
they did during life." So he remainoel unshaken, and collected a number
of emigrants of a kindred spirit, who returned to the land of their fathers
to preach the Gospel of the grace of Goel, encourage the hearts of the
feeble, and lead the way to torture and death if so God had willed it.
This noble band of Christian warriors left Lausanne for the cold and
sterile regions of the Cevennes, a mountainous district well calculated
to afford protection to the persecuted Huguenots that occupied the
surrounding villages. Here it was, amongst spies and soldiers, that
Brousson received his call from the people to minister amongst them.
This he did with fidelity and zeal, till a storm of persecution followed,
which made him fear for the people, though not for himself. Again he
ar~'ived at Lausanne, after four years of intense privation and suffering.
Ibs health was so injured that his wife could scaI-cely recognize her
husband in tho wasted and weather-beaten creature that stood before
her. But, though profitably employed to advance the cause of God and
truth in Holland, England, and Germany, his heart was in France, and
to the persecuted Huguenots in the desert of Cevennes he felt conx
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strained to return. He entered France from the north. During his
brief absence several of his friends had suffered much; two suffered
martyrdom for their faith, both being broken on the wheel alive-a
frequent mode of torture to extort confession previous to death. vVe read
further : " Persecution was growing very bitter about this time. By order of the
bishops, the Protestants were led by force to mass before the dragoons
with drawn swords, and the shops of merchanls who refused to go to mass
regularly were ordered to be closed. Their houses were fillcd with soldiers.
Many were induced to go to mass with weeping and lamentation, but a great
number rema,ined infleXible, and otbers had to fiy the kingd')l11. In the midst
of tbis fierce persecution Claude Brousson returned to Nismcs, and found
refuge among his friends, though a reward of 600 louis d'or was offered for
his head. Soon the house that sheltered him was surrounded with soldiers,
and Brousson's host made him descend into a well, wbich had a niche in the
bottom wherc hc could conceal himself. The soldiers searched the house, the
chimneys, and the well, but Brousson was not to be found; but a spy, who
bore the same mmle as a Huguenot friend, gave information to the authorities,
and Brousson was arrcsted and sent to l':m, and from Pau to J'lfontpelier.
During the night the soldiers slept, and Brousson might have fled, but he
had promised he would not attempt an escape, and therefore was permitted
to go nnfettered. One hundred soldiers conveyed the man of God prisoner to
Ba,ville, tbe intendant of L,lnguedoc; who, knowing his character, said, 'I
wonld not jo]' a wo]'ld have to jtulge that 1Jwn.' His trial was a farce, because
it was predetermined he should die. He was charged with preaching in France
contrary to the king's prohibition. This he admitted; but, when asked to
whom he had administered the sacrament, he positively refused to disclose,
becam:e he was neither a traitor nor an informer to accuse his brethren. He
was charged with having conspired to introduce a foreign army into France,
under the command of ]','[arshal Schomberg; this he dechred to be absolutely
false, for he had throughout his career been a lllau of peace, and sought to
bring back Christ's followers by peaceful means only. His defence was of
no avail. He was condemned to be racked, broken on the wheel, and afterwards executed. He received the sentence without a shudder. He was tied on
the rack, but, when he refused to accuse his brethren, he was released.
Attempts were made by several priests and fria,rs to add him to the number of
new converts; but their efforts were useless-all that remained was to execute
him publicly, which was effected on the Peyrou, the pride of modern Montpelier. Towards evening, on the 4th of November, 1698, while the sun was
slowly sinking behind the western mount:1ins, an immense multitude was
assembled on the Peyrou to witness the martyrdom of this devoted
pastor. '.rhe object of breathless interest to all observers at last appeared
in the person of a middle-sized, middle-aged man, spare, grave, dignified,
dressed in the ordinary garb of a pastor, who walked slowly towards the
scaffold, engaged ill earnest prayer, his eyes and hands lifted up to heaven.
0n mounting the platform, he stood forward to say II few last words to the
people, and give to many of his friends whom he knew in the crowd his
parting benediction; but his voice was stifled by the roll of twenty drums,
which continued to beat till the hideous ceremony was over. Strange are
tlie vicissitudes of human life. Not a hundred years passed after this event
before the great-grandson of the monarch at whose instance Brousson laid
down his life appeared upon a scaffold in the Place Lonis Xrv., in Paris,
and implored permission to say a few last words to the people. In vain! his
voice was drowned by the drums of Sauterre" (p. 74).

'1'10 persecutions which preceded and followed the revocation of the
Edict of N antes lasted more than half a century; not less than one lmnclrea
thou8and person8 were destroyed by death, perished by fire, strangulation,
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or broken on the wheel. When Qnlinal 11l~Il1"in Illftdo some political
propositions to Anne of Austria, ih J
nt (' lo'J' nCI', in IG'13, which
she was sl:rewd enough to for
,ttld l'( <iu ill l"I'sults all the
conscience of the people, her l folWOl' t th 'l1l'dillal "';I,S, "I cannot
accede to tlLis; God does not pay bV tll wed, but Ilo wilt be sure to pay t'n the
end." lier words were proph i ne t the c nditioll r France down
to tho present day. The:Ma a 1"
£ t. Bn,l'th lomol and the groans
and wailings of the tortured tt u n La during hnlf-a-contury wore not
f rgotten by Him who says, "J I that toucheth you, touch th the apple
f mille eye," The martyr Z hlll',iah, with death in view, prophesied
concerning that act, "TllO Lord look ttpO?! t't and require £t;" and solomn
is the declaration of tho ' 8 iah who uttered these words to His generation, "that upon you mn.y . 1U all the righteous blood shed upon the
earth, from the blood f 'j 'ht ous ALel, unto the blood of Zacharias, son
of Barachias, whom y slew b tweell the temple and the altar."
Jewish
history affords sol ron proof of the fulfilment of these words; and
France can furni h nn awful comment upon the Scripture which declares,
" They that hat the righteous shall Le desolate."

A GLANOE AT 'fHE TIMES WE LIVE IN.
opinion of the days which havo lig·hted upon us differs so materially
from professing Ohristians in general, that doubtless we shall be
considered nalTow-minded and unnecessarily prejudiced. Fm' this, however, we are prepared. Feeling that the sands of our little life are
rapidly running through, and that but a very few remain ere the contents
of the glass will be exhausted, we are anxious to express our simple
views of passing events. In the hand of the Holy Ghost, they may be
of some little service to our children, and to our readers genE\rally, when
we are no more.
In this our feeble attempt to distinguish between things which diffcr,
and to separate the precious from the vile-thc puro grain from the
chaff-we pray that we may not be permitted to fall into our own spirit,
or to be left to judge aftcr the flesh, or according to mere human sense
or reason.
Awl, fil'St and forcmost, the great pl'inciple we must lay down is, and
OU!' starting-point ,I'e would cver luwe to be, that Scriptural truth,
which, however humbling to the proud heart of man, is, nevertheless, a
Bible-verity, "The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of
God; for they are foolishncss unto him: 'neither can he know them, because
they are spiritually discerned." Now, DO mere reasoning of men; or
sophistry of the carnal mind, can gainsay this great truth. Again, we
read, that" no mau can call Jesus Lord but by the Holy Ghost." Moreover, it is written, "Not by might, nor by power, but my Spirit, saith
the Lord of Hosts." Further, it is distinctly stated', that, "if any man
have not the Spirit of Ohrist, he is none of His." Again~ we read with
respect to the promise of the Holy Ghost, by our blessed Lord and
Master, just prior to His offering Himself a sacrifice for and all the
behalf of His Church, "I will pray the Father, and He shall give you
another Oomforter, that He may (tbide with yott for e~'er,. even the Spirit of
truth, whom the world crtnnot 1'eceive, because it seeth Him not, neither heareth
Him,. but ye know Him, for He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you."

OUR
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Again, with regard to the distinct personality and indispensable work of
the Holy Ghost, Jesus testified, "But the Comforter, which is the Holy
Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, He shall teach you all
things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have
said unto you." To prove, moreover, the all-important character of the
work of the Holy Ghost, the Lord Christ dwelt upon it, causing them to
form a chief feature in His last utterances: "Nevertheless, I tell you the
truth, It is expedient for you that I go away; for if I go not away, the
Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send Him unto
you." "He shall glorify me: for He shall receive or Inilll:' and shall shew
it unto you." Moreover, after His resurrection, and as Ho ~mf; leading His
disciples out as far as to Bethany, just before He was parter1 from them,
we read of HiB renewal of the assurance of the coming of tho ] Ioly Ghost:
"And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye
in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high."
To this gracious promise distinct ret'cl'ence is ag'ain made ill the first
chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, where we road, ill allusion to the
repeated appearance of Jesus to His disciples, after IIis resul'l'cction, that,
"being assembled together with them, He commanded them that they
should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father,
which, saith He, ye have heard of me: for John truly baptized with
water; but yc shall be baJJtized witA the Holy Ghost not many days hence."
Further, in answer to their inquiry, "Lord, wilt Thou at this time restore
again the kingdom to Israel?" "He said unto them, It is not for you to
know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in His own
power. But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses uuto me both in Jerusalem, and in
all Judroa, and in Samaria, anli unto the uttermost part of tho earth"
(Actsi. 7, 8).
•
.
And how marked was the difference, both in the tone of mind and in
the testimony of the Apostles, when, according to these gracious words
of Jesus, the promise was fulfilled, and the Holy Ghost in very deed
descended upon them, enlightening their understandings, savinglyoperating upon their hearts, and giving them a door of utterance boldly, fearlessly, and faithfully to testify of the great and glorious things which
they had tasted and handled and felt of'the good 'Vord of Life.
Reader, we have dwelt somewhat at length upon these facts, because
we are most thoroughly persuaded that upon them, instrumentally, rest
matters of inconceivable weight and importance. We live, as some say,
in what is called" the dispensation of the Spirit." Notwithstanding, we
venture to express our sober belief and conviction, that there never was
an age, nor a poriod in tho history of the Church of God, in which the
Spirit was less honoured. The Holy Ghost is named, it is true; but the
mention of Him is merely nominal. His Person and His work aro spoken
of as a matter of course. At the same timo the creature is appealed to
and remunstrated and reasoned with, as though both win and power
rested with him to be and to do thn.t which would be accoptable to God.
Yea, a creature-power is implied to be exercised at wilI. In the exercise
of this power, J ehovah (immutable and omnipotent as He is) is represented
as waiting and even striving. Notwithstanding that most solemn truth
has never been abrogated, "Which were born, not of blood, nor of the
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God." Equally firm do
those old-fashioned truths stand, "Thy people shall be willing in the day
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of Thy power;" and" as many as were Ql'dained to eternallife believed;"
" My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure."
Now, the terms employed are these, and su 'h like. Addressing sinnel's,
still" dead in trespasses and sms," but merely roused or wrought upon
by some species of fleshly excitement or other, they are urged to "come"
-to "come just now;" that they can be saved before they leave that
spot; that Jesus bids them come; that He waits for their coming; that
He longs for their acceptance of Him; that He wishes them to come.
Whel'eas, we challenge the production of a single Scripture in which that
"wi87." is expressed as appertaining to God. On the contrary, so far
from J ehovah being unable 01' at a loss to carry out His divine will and
fulfil His own purposes, we read that "He ruletb. in the armies of
heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth, and that none dare stay
His hand, nor say, What doest Thou?" Again we read, "I will work,
and none shall let," or hinder.
Hence, to imply a lack of power upon the part of Jehovah is to offer
insult to His ever-adorable Majesty. How God-honouring was the
testimony of the poor leper, "Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canst make me
dean." In recognition of that acknowledgment, how graciously did
Jesus say, "I will; be thou clean." His very promptitude showed His
approval of tlte utterance of that poor aillicted one.
In contradistinction to the idolatrous practices of the Ritualists of our
times-practices most certainly of the most delusive and destructive
(;haracter-there has sprung up an infatuation of a different, but, carcely
less deceptive and injurious, kind. Men contend for what they term
"instant salvation," and" the higher Christian life." The former consists in an alarming and alluring the sinner; submitting the alternative
of hell and destruction, or instant pardon and peace, upon closing in with
an "offered Christ." After the harangue and appeal, comes the personal
inquiry, "Al'e you saved? " The momentousness of the question we do
not dispute; nay, it is that very momentousness that makes us tremble
at the manner in which it is both asked and replied to. If the reader
.appeals to some of the oldest, the deepest-taught, and most experienced of
the Lord's family-even the fathers in Christ and the mothers in Israel
-such is the insight into the baseness and blackness of their hearts, as
little by little is opened up to them by the Great Teacher, God the Holy
Ghost, that there are at least times and seasons when they hesitate to
declare they really are saved. Led by the Spirit to see themselves in
their true colours, as the fallen sons and ,daughters of Adam, and as
having, through a lengthened pilgrim-course, betrayed so much of the
thankless, murmuring, distrustful, unbelieving spirit, they are ready to
exclaim with the self~condemned and self-dete"ting Peter, "Depart from
me, for I am a sinful man, 0 Lord." Such an utterance as that of the
old patriarch to Pharaoh, king of Egypt, suits them well-" Few and
evil have the days of the life of Thy servant been." Hence we declare it
to be little, if aught, less than presumption for a young, untried, so-called
converted one to say, "I'm saved;" "I've found peace." Such as yet,
in all probability, have to learn that there is such a thing as crying,
"Peace, peace, when there is no peace." We I'ead by the Prophet
Jeremiah one of the solemn charges which God brings: "From the
prophet even unto the priest, everyone dealeth falsely. For they have
healed the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly, saying, Peace,
peace, when there is no peace." A more solemn position can scarcely
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be imagined. In immediate connexion with the foregoing is the solomJI
injunction, "Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and. soe, mul
ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, awl yfl
shall find rest for your souls. But they said, ,V 0 will not walk therein"
(Jor. vi. 16).
St. L?tkc's, Bcdminatcr, AjJl'il14tl!, 1874.
TUE EDITOR.
(1'0 be continued.)

CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE AT LEICESTER.
TIlE third of these Christian conferences, as convened by our old fI'icnd,
the Rev. G, '-iV. Straton, was held in the Temperance Hnll, Leicester, on
Thursday and Friday, the 16th and 17th of April. There was a goodly
gathering of ministers as well as laymon. Among- them were the l{evs. 13.
AldwelJ, Portsea; J. Battersby, SheifLeld; - BUllinger, Loudoll; Dr.
Hewlett, Astley; J. Ormiston, London; --Redknap, Ryde; - \Vhitney,
Marsden; O. ,V. Banks, London; E. ,Vilkinson, Ashford; E. Davys,
Leicester; A. A. Isaacs, Leicester; T. Smith, Leicester; S. Adams, Thornton; G. 'V. Straton, Aylestone; VV. Rolleston, Scraptoft; R. Walker,
Wymeswold; R. Hollings, Newport; - Ho air, Derby; Dr. Gregg,
Birminghmll; - Fisher, Leamington; - Bradbury, Stanley; Messrs.
Benbow, Crowley, Slater, Dickenson, Cair, Parks, Brietzlen, Cree,.
Godson.
'fhe subjects chosen for discussion were 2 Cor. iv. 11, "For we which
live are alway deliverod unto death for J osu's sake, that the life also of
J eSU8 might; be made manifest in our mortal flesh," and Isaiah xiii. 1-5,
" The burden of Babylon, which Isaiah the son of Amoz did. see. Lift ye·
up a banner upon the high mountain, exalt the voice unto them, shake the
hand, that they may go into tIle gates of the nobles. I have commanded
my sanctified ones, I have also called my mighty ones for mine anger,
even them that rej oice in my highness. The noise of a multitude in the·
mountains, like as.of a great people; a tumultuous noise ofthe kingdoms
of nations gathered together; the Lord of hosts mustereth the host of the
battle. They come from a far country, from the end of heaven, even the
Lord, and the weapons of His indignation, to destroy the whole land."
The late date of the month aud space forbid our giving even the
substance uf the addresses (except that at page 272), glad as we should
be to do so. More sound, spiritual, and experimental we nevel"'
heard.
Mter dining at the rectory, to which the clergy and many of the lay-friends adjourned at the close of the morning meeting, a short service,
followecl by the administTation of the Lord's Supper, was held in Ayle-stone Church, endeared to some of us by many years' long and sacred
memories. Hymn 635, from " Hymns for the Church of God," was sung'.
After prayer, hymn 7015 in the appendix followed. Then a clear, sound,
ancl precious address was given by the Rev. J. Battersby, of Sheffield,
from" He shall glorify me."
Having stated. that these words were spoken by the Lord Jesus, jmt·
before He left His disciples, for their special comfort, and in connexion
with the promise, that, "if He went away, He would send the Oomforter·
to them," he directed the attention of his hearers,
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I. To the Person speaking, "AI 0."
11. To the Person spoken of, "IIo."
1. ".l/£e."-It was the language of the Lord Jesus CJIl·jst, speaking', not
as God merely, but as man-as tho Lord Jesus Christ. Testi Eying of Him,
John said, "He was in the world, and the world was made by Him, and
the world knew Him not;" "The Word was made flesh, ::md dwelt
among us; He was the God-Man;" "God manifest in the flosh." In
Him all the fulness of the Godhead dwelt: in power, in knowledge, in
wisdom. A fulness of the human nature ',-vas in this wonderful Person.
He was not only" the mighty God," but man, " bone of our Done, and flesh
of our flesh"-a High Priest that can be "touched with the feeling of
our infirmities."
The Prophet Mieah testifies of Him, "whose goings
forth have been from of old, from everlasting."
The preacher enlarged upon "the covenant work of the Lord Jesus
Christ." He was glorified in that covenant; in the going forth in the
garden of Paradise; in the going forth in all the promises of the Old
Testament; in all the types and shadows of the Old Testament; in the
fulness of timo going forth, under the law, to redeem them that were
under the law; in the sending forth of the Spirit in the hearts of His
people, crying, "Abba, Father."
11. 'rhe Person spoken of, "He."
In the Hth, 15th, and 16th chapters of John, the HoJy Ghost is
spoken of as the Spirit of Truth, the Comforter, the Guide; in the Old
Testament He is called the Good 8pirit; the Spirit of Truth; the Spirit
of the Father; the Spirit of Christ; the Holy Spirit. N ever lose sight
of His Godhead-" very and eternal God." In the 5th of the Acts we
read of having" lied to the Holy Ghost." The Holy Ghost is God. The
Holy Ghost is a Person. " The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love
of GQd,.and the communion of the Holy Ghost be with you all." "Go
and baptize all nations in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghost." "There are Three that bear record in heaven, the
Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost." He is the Spirit of God as a
Regenemter; He is the Spirit that quickens. It is by the Spirit that we
are" renewed day by day." God has put His mark on His people as
well as life in them.
" Glorify me." How?
1. Convince of sin; 2, of righteousness; 3, of judgment.
Upon each of these points the preacher dwelt briefly, but with great
force, proving that the sense of sin which the Holy Ghost had implanted
was not simply nominal or educational, but deep and penetrating. Upon
the same principle, that the righteousness which He revealed and
applied, was in all respects complete and comely, in striking contrast to
the" filthy rags" of nature's righteousness.
Christ was glorified as the Sin-bearer, the Righteousness, the Holiness,
the All in all of His people.
Christ was glorified in the leading of His people as little children; in
their adoption, and that holy freedom in which they were enabled to call
Him, "Abba, Father," and, "if children, then heirs; yea, heirs of God,
and joint-heirs with J8SUS Christ."
" Glorify me." I In supporting His people under all their trials. The
Spirit reveals Christ as the arm upon which they rest, the staff upon which
they lean. "When thou passest through the waters," &e.
"Yea,
though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death," &e. " Thou
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leadAst us through fire and water, but Thou broughtest us out into a wealthy
place." What a wealthy place is the Lord Jesus Christ. All wc need
:for t.ime and eternity we have in Christ. Mark the 73rd Psalm: "N evertheless, I am continually with Thee. Thou hast holden me by my right
hand. Thou shalt guide me with Thy coumlel, and afterward receive me
to glory."
" He shall glorify me."
The address was followed by the singing of hymn 621 of "Hymns for
the Church of God," which, touching upon the Lord's Supper, contains
the following:
"Here conscience ends its strife,
I "And, if this glimpsc of love
Andfaith delights to prove
Is so divinely sweet,
The sweetness of the Bread of Life,
What will it bc, 0 Lord, above,
The fulness of Thy love.
That gladdening smile to meet?
" That blood that 1l0wed for sin,
" To see Thee face to face,
The symbol here we see,
Thy perfect likeness wear,
And feel the blessed pledge within,
And all Thy ways of wondrous grace
Through endless years declare?"
That we are loved by Thee.
The spiritual reader may in some degree imagine the special sweetness,
after the foregoing address (of which but an imperfect outline is here
given), and the singing' of so precious a hymn. what it was for a number
of brethren and sisters in theirone.~ommon and all-glorious Lord, :from
remote and very varied places, to meet together and unite in partaking
of the emblem of His dying love. As a rule, it is a most rare thing for
us personally to enjoy this service; but this season was specially hallowed.
So many of the Lord's dear servants were present. Some having attained
their threescore years and ten, and even beyond that, it was not at all
improbable that our next meeting would be before the throne,".i.n the
immediate presence of God and the Lamb.
One most marked feature of this Conference was, the exceedingly
precious hymns which were sung. They were most of them new to us.
We would advise our readers to possess them for themselves. They are
entitled, "Hymns for the Leicester Conference, being an Appendix to
, Hymns for the Church of God,' " and are published by James Vice,
Market Place, Leicester, if we mistake not, at a penny.

THURSDAY MORNING, APRIL 16th.
(2

COlUNTHIANS

iv. 11.)

The Rev. GEORGE W. STRATON (Secretary) opened the subject. He
said :-Those were very remarkable words of our Lord Jesus Christ, our
heavenly Master, Luke xix. 41, 42, "Ancl when He was come near, He
beheld the city, and wept over it, saying, If thou hadst known, even thou,
at least in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! but now
they are hid :from thine eyes." A knowledge of dispensational truth,
that is, the things revealed by God's Word connected with our dispensation, is most important and necessary. Sad consequences must result
from neglect of such l'evelations. St. Peter, having given much information as to the close of this dispensation (2 Peter iii. 17, 18), says, "Seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with
the error of the wicked, fall from your own steadfastness. But grow in
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-grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and SavioUl' Jesus Ohrist." Paul
says, "Evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worso" (2 Tim. iii. 13),
deoeiving others and being themselves deoeived. Our blessed Lord Himself asks, "'When the Son of Man cometh, shall He find faith upon the
earth i' " Hence the prevalence of seducers, ministers of Satan transformed into angels of light, destroyers of the faith of God's elect, is
revealed for our warning, as characteristic of the close of our dispensa-tion. Now, one of the most subtle forms of delusion which has appeared
of late, calculated to dismay and depress the true people of God, is that
which teaches with much plausible subtlety the doctrine of sinless perfection.
Our subject for consideration to-day is admirably calculated to meet and
refute this error, by which many are led astray. It is often well, in order
to simplify and explain a subject thoroughly, to state, at the commencement of our endeavour to open up the meaning thereof, what we consider, in the first place, it does not mean. Men's minds are thus diverted
from error and directed to truth. Therefore, I now say, first, I df) not
think that" the delive1'ing to decdh" here spoken of means persecution to
martyrdom, or death in its common signification; but rather that it has to
·do with the experience of God's children, their education, their being
made truly acquainted with themselves, as preparatory and necessary for
the kingdom and glory that shall by-and-bye be revealed. " We who
live," or more correctly, "'We the living ones," are always delivered to
·death; we who have a true, eternal, divinA life, bestowed by the grace
.of God. "I," says Jesus of His sheep, "give unto them eternal life, and
they shall never perish." We are now being prepared, as God's chosen,
elect people, for Himself, a people made ready and prepared for the
Lord; and in this process are always delivered unto death for Jesus' sakeall thus dealt with for the sake of Jesus, our Head and Surety. Instead
of being. left to run into every imaginable excess of riot, and perish in
our own corruption, made to know ourselves to be what God leads us to
be, that the life of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal flesh; not
merely on peculiar and extraordinary occasions, bnt always, as a common,
regular process or method of procedure on the part of God with. His
children, in order that we may learn our own true condition and character,
(lach one for himself, which we otherwise would never know or believe
were it not for divine teaching. Our language would be in our hearts,
_and probably on oUl' lips, like that one of old, "Is Thy servant a dog,
that he shonld do this thing?" IVhen wa.rned of our evil tendencies,
but divinely taught, we learn what is in our hearts; and then, and not till
then, can we comprehend the length, depth, breadth, and height of the
10ve of God, which passeth all human understanding, through an .experimental acquaintance with our own nothingness and corruption. From
having the sentence of death written upon all our own fancied righteousness, Doasted powers, plans, devices, and expectations from ourselves or
other creatures, we thus understand the wisdom of God, as well as the
love and power of God, in the eternal purpose purposed in Ohrist Jesus
'before the world began. Yet here we only" see through a glass darkly,"
~ut, by-anci-*e, "we shall know, even aswe are known." When, seeing eye
:to eye, we 100Ic Dack upon all the way by which the Lord our God hath
led us so many years in this world's wilderness, "to humble us, and to prove
us," and show us what was in our hearts, that He might do us good in our
latter end, how different then is such experience as this, the true
4:)xperience of the children of God, to the boasted sinless perfection we
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hear of in this om' day,mixed up with so much other error of consequence.
Let us refer a little to the experience of God's saints in past times to
illustrate our view of the matter. Take Job, for instance. He says,.
9th chapter, 30th verse, "If I wash myself with snow water, and make
my hands never so clean; yet shalt Thou plunge me in the ditch, and
mine own clothes shall abhor mc." Paul says, "The good that I would,
I do not; but the evil that I would not, that do I. 0 wretched man
that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?" Again,
"I die daily," "In deaths oft." Yet deaths from which He revived, and wa&delivered, as in 2 Cor. i. 9: ",Ve had the sentence of death in ourselves,
that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the dead,
who delivered us from so great a death, and doth delivcr; in whom we
trust that He will yet deliver us." Now, having thrown out a fcw hints
as to my own apprehension of this passage, I leave it to our beloved.
brethren who have come together to enlarge upon the subject; and may
God the Holy Ghost reveal to us thc deep thin gs of God, more and more of
the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, in the ways and dealings of our
heavenly Father with Eis loved and blood-bought children, in educating
and preparing them for the kingdom and glory of His dear Son Christ
Jesus, "the First-born among many brethren," to whose glorious image
He has predestined all His people to be conformed; so that, knowing the
truth, the truth may make us free, and our hearts be not dismayed or perplexed, whilst feeling our own corruption, and often crying out,'" I am a.
man of unclean lips, and I dwell amongst a people of unclean lips; I
know it, for mine eye hath seen the King, the Lord of Hosts." For," if
we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us; but, if we confess our sins, Hc is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness."

RAILWAY PENCILLINGS.
Satur'day forenoon, April18th.-Just returning from one of the moet
refreshing gatherings we ever attended. The Lord be praised for the'
oneness of heart and blessed harmony of soul that pervaded the meetingsof the last two days. To say the least, from the subject chosen for
yesterday's discussion, we were afraid that it might lead to speculation,
anc, consequently, to a diversity of opinion, and, perhaps, to unpleasant
and unprofitable controversy. Our dear brother Straton, however, had no'
sooner opened the subject than we saw at once-and that most thankfully, too-that there was every prospect of a united and profitable testimony
being given. Nor were we disappointed. The same concord and unanimity
which oharacterized the previous day's l)rOceedings, again stamped the
tone of the meeting. There was but one discordant note, and that, we
believe, to have consisted more in the manner of putting it than in thedoetrine really held.
The general testimony of that one particular
speaker was too clear, too Scriptural, too experimental to be entertained
in common with the delusive anti-scriptural idea of creature-perfection,
the much-talked of "higher life." The closing remark of the speaker
in question completely oversets such a vain theory, when he contended for
the thorough" abandonment of self" A theory not so easily done, but in
which consists, in onc feature and phase, the victory of faith. But this is.

'.

Tlte GosjJel Maga:;ille.

•

I

275

not attainable by the creature. Faitlt, in the Gommon acceptance and
recognition of it, is but too commonly in these days a substitute-and a
most treacheroue and delusive one, too-for worlos. Whilst professing to
apprehend and rejoice in the finished and completely-perfected work of
the Lord Jesus Ohrist, it sets the creature working ip. another way j that
is, in the attaining (and, in reality, the proud and vain boasting of), the
possessin g, and the personal acting out of this perpetuated, unvarying,
unshalcen, immovable faith. If this faith consisted in the simple recognitionof tho everlastingly-consummated mediatorial work of the Lord Jesus
Ohrist, we should not have a word to say against it; but it is when that
faith is represented as having a firm, unvarying, never-shaken grasp of!
personal inter'est and unalienable share in and of that work, doubts arise in
our mind as to the real author and the genuine character of that faith.
We well know that by this remark we lay ourselves open to the charge
of advocating.God-dishonouring doubts and fears. Let men have it so,
if they wilL In spite of such accusation, we contend that, wherever and
whenever there is a God-wrought faith, there is a God-sent test and trial
of that faith. Whatever the boasted attainments and popular pretensions
of the day, in the so-called religious world, personally we have never got
beyond, nor do we ever expect to do so in our time-state, the Apostle's
words, "if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations,
that the trial of your faitlt, being lUuch more precious than of gold that
perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and
honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Ohrist."
We have been in the habit of visiting Aylestone, from time to time,
elm·ing the last seven-and-twenty years. ,Ve are naturally led to think
of those whom, at our visits, we have met there. How many have gone
the way of all the earth, and the place that then knew them knows them
no more for ever. But we ask ourselves, what supported tlwm in life,
with all its trials j and what sustained them in death, with all its dread
realities? Was it a merely nominal faith, or a creatme-cherished confidence? N[;.y. It was noughtinstrumentally, but a Spirit-implanted
and a Spirit-maintained principle and power, the which needed to be
continuously renewed, strengthened, and invigorated by its great and
gracious Begetter, leaving the possessor not the veriest ground for creatureboast of abstract attainment. In other words, bringing the recipient
under a deeper and still deeper sense of human vileness, ignorance, and
helplessness j being operated upon-and an otherwise absolute destructiveness counteracted-by divine purity, wisdom, and power.
Although a rebel may be pardoned, what ground is there for his
boasting of the hope or the confidence he previously had in his Judge or'
his Sovereign? In proportion as he laid stress upon that hope or that
confidence, would he not be diverting and detracting from the kindness
and compassion of the Judge or the Sovereign, by drawing attention to
himself and his attainments or doings ? Were he under a right influence,.
he would be perpetually dwelling upon the wondrous condescension and
marvellous mercy of Him by whom he had been released from the hapless.
destruction due to his misdeeds. In a word, his deliverer would be his.
object and subject, and not his own belief in that deliverer. Oertain we
are that there are thousands substituting FAITII for the 013JEOT of faith;
and hence, with all their zeal on behalf of others, they throw stumblingblocks in their way, by leading them to strive for that in tltemselves which,
is only to be found in Christ. All this may be denied in so many words,_
but the fact remains the same.
.
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To quote one example from those whom we have been accustomed to
.meet at Aylestone, and who has since our last visit been called home.
We refer to that champion for God and truth, the" Watchman Ull tl18
Walls"-and he was in very deed a watchman on the walls-the late
-venerable Wn.LIAM GARRAhD. 'Vell versed in the letter of Scripture,
deeply taught of the Spirit, with a rich insight into the true spiritual
nature of the Word, and a life-long experience of the vast and import.ant distinction between the two natures in every Spirit-quickened soul,
this aged servant of God knew what it was to cast himself upon divine
mercy, and hang a sensible dependant upon divine bounty, to the latest
hour of his earthly sojourn, when the Lord sweetly, gently, blessedly,
·took him to Himself. Unmoved had he been by any of the vagarics, the
sophistries, the new-fangled notions and vainly-imagined Lutt€l' and
brighter discoveries of the nature, operations, and final issues of what the
Apostle J ude calls "the common salvation," Mr. GARRARD was onc-and
{blessed be God!) there are thousands still in common with him-who
contend for and are contented with a "Thus saith the Lord, Stand yo in
the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and
walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls."
Upon reaching home, we found, among the letters awaiting us, the fol!lowing, to which we gladly give insertion, as directly bearing upon
and confirmatory of the views to which we have just given expression.

"PROVE ALL THINGS."
UNDER this title, Mr. Pearsall Smith has published a tract, which is
.generally supposed to be a retractation of the errors which he has
revived upon the subject of the higher life, or, in other words, human
perfection. It is a mistake to suppose the tract expresses anything
·of the kind. All that Mr. Smith admits is, that, "through unguardedness of expression, he has been misunderstood," and in very ambiguous
language, that may perhaps deceive the simple, he only confirms the
·error he has revived.
When John Wesley began to slip away from the doctrines of grace,
and denounce those who held them, he took up the doctrine of creature
perfection as the sequence of creature ability; upon which doctrine the
whole tenets of Arminius turned. Mr. S. has only followed in the wake
.of Wesley, and revived certain opinions upon the subj ect of creature perfection which Mr. Wesley has left upon record in his writings, and which
his followers, though not universally, receive at the present time as a
part of their creed, and as a fact capable of being attained by believers.
It requires something more than is coutained in this eight-paged tract to
,disabuse the minds of those who have adopted his opinions or satisfy the·
judgment of the truthful, that Mr. S. has abandoned his pernicious
errors, of which we give the following example from his published
tracts :-"Tlle soul, surrounded by temptation and defilement, feels itself
somewhat as a dead miser would be in the presence of a bag of gold."
Again, "You need not be all your life dying, and yet never dead; always
on the cross, yet never crucified to the world.... When on the battlefield a man is wounded, he limps away, or is carried off to the hospital;
but, if he throws up his hands suddenly, everyone knows he is a dead
man, the bullet has reached his heart. It is thus, dear Christians, I
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desire death in you, not so much by the process of a gradual, never-accomplished crucifixion of the flesh, but by dying in the centre of your
existence to self, that is, to that bundle of passions, selfishness, ambitions,
uncleannesses, and idolatries, whieh constitute the many members of the
body of death which is to be destroyed."
We l:ould multiply quotations to prove how greatly Mr. S. has erred
upon this subject of the so-called higher life. Ris tract, which he calls
"A "Vord of Explanation and Exhortation," has not one sentence that
intimates a candid acknowledgment of his errors, unless the mild admission, "unguardedness of expression," can be made to bear the weight
of all the errors which are so abundant in his writings. But a terrible
stumblin g-block in the way of this ,( hi gher life" is the seventh of Romans;
therefore it must be got ricl of. Wesley declared it was Paul's experience
in his unregenerate state. Mr. P. Smith says « it is the experience of a
man in a backsliding state, fallen from grace; hence, sin had revived in
him; for, the natural will being dead, the agony of a divided life and purpose is gone, for n:)w our glorious motive-power, God's own will, works
in us, freed from internal opposition." This comment upon the seventh of
Romans will show the feeblest believer where Mr. Smith stands, and how
much he has yet to learn of true Christian experience. The mistake these
speculators make is plain to a Spirit-taught child of God. The believer,
by virtue of eternal union with Christ, stands beneficially interested in
all that Christ is and has. lIe is made of God unto such "wisdom, and
righteousness, and sanctification, amI redemption;" therefore « this is the
llame whereby she (the Church of God) shall be called the Lord our
l~ighteotlsness," even the righteousness of God, which is by faith of
Jesus Christ; so that in this righteousness " God hath not beheld iniquity
in J acob, nor seen perverseness in Israel." rrhence they shall all be pre~ented ".holy and unblameable and unreproveable in His sight."
This
is the high life here below, and the g-lorious privilege of the Church of
God. Such honour have allHls saints, whether they know it or not;
this is their relative and abiding holiness as in Christ Jesus. But there is
a practical holiness which is also the privilege of the saints, when <,lalled
by grace, that is manifested in the affe'ctions, words, and ways. The elect
arc (, God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works." They
are (, born of God," and "partakers of the divine nature ;" therefore put
forth fruits in accordance with the divine principle, which is the new birth
or new creation, bestowed upon tho family of God, holy in quality, but
checked in its degTee by the old Adam nature, which, set on by the world
and Satan, opposes the gracious affections and godly walk of the children
of God, so that "the good they would they do not, and the evil which
they would not, that they do." Hence the conflict tho seventh of Romans·
describes, which is the mint-mark, so to speak, that divides between
" reprobate silver" and the true coin of the King of kings. And herein·
is seen by the Church the glory of salvation in Jesus that gave the elect
a secure standing in Christ" before the world began;" and a holy nature,.
in time, that makes the believer hate the sin which dwells within, causes
him often to "groan, being burdened/' while it makes him value the
precious blood of Christ" that cleanseth from all sin." The seventh of
Romans strikes a chord that vibrates in the breast of every living soulit tells out the feelings of the strongest as well as the weakest saint-and, while the believer exclaims, under the sight and sense of indwelling
sin, "0 wretched man that I am ! who shall deliver me from the body of
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this death?" the true translation into a higher life is just to be taught of
the Spirit to say, "I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord." And, in
proof that there is neither extinction of sin, nor expulsion of the old
Adam natme, he adds, by divine teaehing, "So then with the mind I
myself serve the law of God; Lut with the flesh the law of sin."
DEAn Mn. Enrrol1,-My soul was pressed under a burden of many
-evils. The first and greatest was the load, power, and oppression of
indwelling sin, the old man, who is eorrupt aecordillg to deceitful lusts,
who is" earthly, sensual, devilish." Then the burden of the abollnding error
amI heresies of the present day, caused mainly by men who have run
unsent i::lto the office of th~ Gospel ministry-a generation clean in their
own eyes, but not washed from their filthiness, nor delivered from the
native enmity of their earnal minds to the truth of the everlasting Gospel
of the blessed God. Having- succeeded in deeeiving them into this false
position, Satan will not sufrer them to be idle in it. If it Le lIot safe
openly to attaek the doctrines of gTace, they must labour to undermine
them. Is the eternal elec:tioll of the Church in Christ a truth? 'l'hen
they must have ,. bowels of compassion" for the whole world, and proclaim
in its stead the universal love of God to mankind. Is Christ's agony and
death a complete and accepted satisfaction for the sins of His people a
truth? Then they must proclaim it a noble act of exemplary selfsacrifice, or roundly declare He died for all men. Is the fall of man a
truth? No less terrible in hell itself than it is at times in the bitter
experience of the Lord's exercised family. How, then, do they deal with,
or rather fight against, it? They do so by publisbing the "yea-andnay" Gospel, which not only secures their own minds against their real
condition in the ab~olute ruin of the fall, but also agrees well with the
native free-will principles of their unconverted hearers. Is the absolute
ueed of the new birth a truth? Then, ill how many ways do they fight
against, explain away, or deeeive their hearers with regard to the true
nature of it and its invariable accompanying Scriptural fruits! The
Broad Chmch party show they are still on the broad road which leadeth
to destruction, by fighting against it, calling it a figme of speech, and
so forth. The Pharisaic Ritualiotic Church party assert it takes plaee in
baptism, thus deluding themselves and their hearers who obey them.
The Revivalists, who are doing a great work in Scotland at present, show
their enmity to the truth by ignoring the Holy Ghost as the Almighty
Agent in the regeneration of every redeemed child of God. Is it a fruit
of' election? They preach it as the aet of the creature in deciding for
Cluist. Is it only accomplished in a day of divine power, and at "a set
time to favour Zion?" They proclaim it must be done by all their hearers
ere they leave the meeting. Yea, they will eall a special after-meeting,
lest any should go away without performing this work, rather than trust
the Almighty covenant-keeping J ehovah with the performance of it.
These, dear sir, are evils surely to oe mourned over; and it was my unspeakable mercy to be led to a throne of grace about them, and to find
the ·Word brought sweetly into my mind (which also wonderfully lifted
off these burdens): "Sing ye unto the Lord, for He hath triumphed
I-';loriously; the horse and his rider hath He thrown into the sea." " The
Lord is a Man of war; the Lord is His name." Yes; when the Lord, in
His afIlided Church, has triumphed over all foes and evils of this present
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time-state, the man of sin included, what a shout of praise shall ascend
to Him, for He only is worthy.-I am, dear 1,fr. Editor, respectfully
'Yours,
G. A.

llr.ot.cstant :ID C'XflJlt.
ENGLAND'S CHURCH AND CONSTITUTION.
·OUR Protestant countrymen must lend us their ears. God has given
-them one more chance of rescuing this good old land of England from the
degrading thraldom in which, for the last fifty years, Romanism has held
it fast. A little band of selfish unscrupulous Papists, swayed by the will
of a foreign despot, has acted so powerfully on successive Parliaments in
which, Whig and Tory strove for mastery, that Protestant interestg
were continually sacrificed, and Protestant feeling constantly defied. But
it is high time this sort of thing' should cease. What do the great mass
of Englishmen care, whether Gladstone or Disraeli reign supreme, so long
.as the chief competition between the rival leaders is as to who shall drop
the most sugar-plums into the Pope's mouth! This, one would think,
was bad enough, but a new plague has been hatched in our Ohurch and
universities, which borrows everything from Popery except submissiveness
to the Pope, so that while political selfishness clogs the wheels of Parliamentary aalion, the pest of priestcraft poisons the wells from whence our
supplies of moral and religious teaching are drawn. And, as the bishops
have-or say they have-no p0w~r to arrest the mischief in their department, and as our Parliamentry leaders eau or will do nothing to mend
matters in the affairs of state, it follows that unless Protestant people put
t::"'eir shoulder to the electoral wheel as-to their shame be it spokenthey have not done for many a long day, things, instead of improving, can
only go on from bad to worse, until some terrible crash briugs all our
existing institutions to the grouud. :First of all, let each man among us
take his stand on the reverse of the Earl of Denbig'h's famous axiom, and,
putting politics aside for awhila, boldly declare himself a Whig, a Tory,
a Radical-what you please-but first of all a Protestant. Acting on this
IWinciple, before he troubles himself to cross-examine a candidate on minor
matters, let him come to the point at once, and ask him a few plain questions, such as-Cl) Are you a Protestant? (2) Will you brook no tampering with the coronation oath which is our sole security that none but
Protestants shall over mount the British throne? (3) Will you vote for
the inspection of nunneries? (4) Will you oppose whatever legislation
may tend to the injury of Protestantism and the encouragement of Romanism, whether within or without the pale of the English Ohurch? All
these points-excepting perhaps number three, and we cannot understand
.:1 man of any true feeling objecting to that-are vital; and, if a candidate
for Parliamentary honours shrug his shoulders, and seek to evade them,
we should wish to see his advances scouted by every decent constituency
in the kingdom. ,Ve have said nothing yet about disestablishment or
·disendowment, because-whether we like such things or not-come they
will, unless we succeed in purging the Establishment of its Romish leaven.
Better a thousand times break it up, than suffer its churches to be transformed into mass-houses, and its miuistel's into wafer-worshippers and
.confession-mongers."- The Rock.
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MORAL PHILOSOPHY.
PROP. 1. That prudence, or discretion, under the guid8.nce of the Holy
Ghost, is the best helm to guide our frail bark through this troublesome
world.
2. He who gives vent to his feelings instead of his reason is not wise;,
therefore" be slow to speak."
3. To be provoked by the impulse or passion of others, so that we are
moved to the same, is a sign of moral weakness, for then we foolishly
open the windows of our souls for our enemies to gaze in through.
4. When we meet with passionate and unreasonable men, it is wise to
act as when we hear a madman rave, to let their foul breath be un worthy
of our notice, as when we hear a dog bark we remember it is but the
sound of an animal.
5. The most unreasonable thing is to reason with an unreasonable mun.
6. IJogic is but the child placing stones (propositions) in order to cross.
the brook. Christ, the perfect man, never reasoned to find out a truth,
for all things were opcn and naked to His eye.-J lIfile'!J.

The New Testament, aeeoril£ng to tlw Autlwrized !Tersion,. wz'th Analys£s, Notes-;.
and Emphatz'e Readz'ngs. London: Bagster and Sons.
As implied in the title, there are sundry very valuable features in this
work calculated at once to simplify in some instances, and to intensify in
others. In addition, it supplies a want which we have long felt with
respect to the sacred Word. Not only are certain words distinO'uished
by bolder type, but tho quotations and sayings are rendered s"o much
clearer than in our Bibles generally, by the uniform adoption of the
inverted commas. Hence a quotation or saying is discovered at a glance.
This work will prove a most valuable addition to the Bible-student or
minister's library, and we trust it will meet with the demand it deserves.
Fundamental IJoetrines of Rehgion,. or, Ser£pt1tre Plan of Salva#on. In due
consecutive order. By the Rev. EOWARD WILKTNSON, M.A., Ph.D.,
Rector of Snargate, Kent. London: VV. Hunt and Co.
Tms is an admirable and most timely production. It ought, at the present juncture, to be scattered broadcast throughout Christendom. We
cannot do less than give it our most cordial recommendation.
IJeatl. to Popish IJoctrines-, /0)' Anxious Inquz'rers- and IJeep, Olos-e TMnkers.
I,ondon: W. Macintosh.
THIS pamphlet deserves to be circulated by tens of thousands, as eminently calculated, under God, to infuse true Scriptural knowledge upon
the most momentous of subjects.
A snORT race, a rough pilgrimage, a dangerous voyage, a fierce
combat, a hard day's worJ::; and then a glorious prize, a happy end, a
good home, a complete VICtory, and an eternal l'eward: foal' not, 'the
end CI'owns the whole.

