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THE LORD HEARING AND HEEDING HIS PEOPLE.
" Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another: and the
Lor'd headwned, and heard it, and a book of remembmnce was written
befm'e Him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought ttpon His
name."-MALACHI iii, 16.
BELOVED, we promised in our March number that, the Lord permitting, we would touch upon a point or two in the history of the
prophet J onah, in order to show forth the Lord's marvellous patience,
forbearance, and longsuffering with respect to His people.
1. We would contemplate Jonah's indifference. We read that
"he lay and was fast asleep," although he well knew that he had
sought to "flee from the presence of the Lord." A most awful thing
to do. How well, then, may we (poor helpless worms!) exercise
forbearance and withhold the utterance of our poor puny judgment
at what certain men may say or do, if so be there has at any time
been significant Scriptural proof of divine teaching or leading with
respect to them.
2. J onah's readiness to avow who he was, and proposing that they
should take him up, and cast him into the sea, at the same time
declaring, " So shalt the sea be calm unto you."
3. The Lord" pl'eparing" a great fish to swallow up Jonah. Oh,
mark here His watchful eye, His tender sympathy, His covenant
care, His omniscient foresight and corresponding making preparation,
being in readiness.
4. That the fish should vomit up Jonah on dry land, and not in the
depths of ocean. Reader, how thorough and complete are the
Lord's deliverances. He never does things by halves!
5. Although implied, yet what an absence of the uttemnce ~f 8orrow,
and regret, and anguish upon the part of Jonah for the dreadful sin of
which he had been guilty. What a contrast between the fifty-first
Psalm and the second chapter of J onah, in the matter of confession!
What would the poor self-seeking Ritualists make of this?,
s
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6. The marvellous honour set upon Jonah's preaching. Where or
when was there anything akin to it? Even that the king of
Nineveh should arise from his throne, and lay aside his robe, and
cover himself' with sackcloth, and sit in ashes, and cause such proclamation about fasting as he did, simply because tidings had reached
. him that a certain man (whom, humanly speaking, might well have
been taken for a madman) had been crying about the streets that
" yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown."
7. That because" God saw their works, that they tumed from their
evil way," and that He "1'epented of the evil that He had said He wotdd
do wnto tlwm, and He did it not," it "displeased J onah exceedingly,
and he was very angry." Why, what would any right-minded
servant of God feel at one-tithe such honour being put upon his
testimony? Instead of a whole city-and such a city, too !-from
the king to the merest pauper-repenting in sackcloth and ashes,
supposing a solitary household fell under the power of the Word,
what thankfulness and joy of heart would be enkindled in the breast
of the soul-loving, Ohrist-serving minister of God!
8. That, having himself Just experienced such marvellous deliverance
at Jehovah's hand as to be compelled to say, "Salvation is of the
Lord," now to be angry because the Lord had vouchsafed at least a
temporary salvation to the people of Nineveh, to whom he himself'
was so condescendingly and graciously sent as a messenger, and in a
certain sense a saviour. What an awful reason to give as the ground
of his fleeing unto Tarshish: "I knew that Thou art a gracious
God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and
repentest Thee of the evil." Reader, what would become of you,
and what of ourselves, were it otherwise? Ah! what indeed?
"Therefore now, 0 Lord," he adds, "take, I beseech Thee, my life
from me; for it is better for me to die than to live."
Who can conceive of anything more dreadful? Instead of being
overwhelmed with gratitude at the signal use the Lord had been
pleased to make of him, in that He had so honoured his testimony,
here he, as it were, throws back in the face of J ehovah His glorious
characteristic but for which J onah, in common with the whole human
family, must h:iLve everlastingly perished. Moreover, such was the
pride of his heart, that he would sooner the whole of the Ninevites
should have been destroyed titan that his word should not have come to
pass!
9. Further, we see the Lord's tender forbearance and longstflfering in
the way in which He still dealt with J onah. He had" prepared"
him a fish to save him in the sea, and then He "prepared" him a
gourd to screen him on the land. Such painstaking upon the part
of our God! And yet withal mark the base ingratitude and impious
rebellion of J onah, after all the teaching and the discipline, although
lie had cried out of the belly of hell, and his soul had fainted within
him, and he had been compelled to prove and acknowledge that" salvation is of the Lord." He" wished in himself to die!" And what
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then?
H I
belie (lm \l h
110 rebellion of the prophet tlll\L ~
iunctur n1\(l 111\(10 t hl~ It I' e temptation and awful pr U' ( , h
not car 1\ h'l W :u u hat, but was ready to accept the uL lh r
oaIternati . t l i
)' f l' me," said he, "to die than t li ."
" And
cl i l J HI h
st thou well to be angry for th
UTd P
And h o.i 1 I cl w 11 t b o.ngry, even unto death."
facts, humiliating as indeed th y I\r ,
Read l' W 1w 11 up n th
not for th ) tu,!
of r v Ilin in sin or rebellion, or in the 1 0. t
wise mu.] in li ht of it, r . us s for it-(God forbid !)-but for th
expr )lut'
f showing f what the old nature even in God'
pan this ground, moreover, we seek
own 8 nt l'Vo.nts is eapabl ,
to B t t rth mewhat of th boundless mercy, infinite love, and
marv 11 U £ rb arance and I ngsuffering of the God of all grace!
Furth r, hil t we wish in as far I1S in us lies to cut up root and
bran h
'y part and parti I of free-willism, creature merit, or
human pow 1', we wish, at the samo time, to hold out words of hope
-and om£ 1't and encouragement to poor sin-burdened, conscience:amitt n, o.to.n-harassed, Ohrist-Ionging souls; so that, when they
see in eonn tion with the prophet J onah such a marvellous display
of divin ill rcy, goodness, and love, they may thank God and take
courag fr III the hope that there is mercy in store even for them!
Yes, F R Tlll£M !
W apI eaI to the Lord. He knows our motive in thus dwelling
upon Ilis marvellous acts of love, grace, and mercy. And we do
not s e, upon such a blessed revelation of His lovingkindness,
tenderness, ::md compassion, why any poor sensible sinner need
despair, the more especially whilst that precious fact is left upon
record, that" whatsoever was written aforetimo was written for our
learning, that we, through patiencc and comfort of the Scriptures,
might have hope."
Reader, we would fain, if we conld, speak for our blessed Lord and
Master in this respect. Had we it in our power, we would proclaim
from the house-top, and throughout the length and breadth of the
habitable globe, somewhat of the boundless love, the tender forbearance,
the wondrous patience, the infinite pity, the marvellous longsuffering
of the selfsame almighty and all-loving One who dealt with the
rebellious J onah and relented at the repentance of the Ninevites.
Dear reader, the Lord the Spirit help you to
flOe

:.

" Make trial of His love,
Experience sball decide
How blest are they, and only they
Who in His love confide."

Let us further consider, however, that precious word, " Then they
that fcal'eu the Lord spake often one to another."
Now, if we mistake not, there is in the day in which we live a
great hck of those" meetings and greetings" of fellow-pilgrims of
which we have lately spoken. Moreover, we are increasingly cons 2
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vinced that they serve very much to endear such pilgrims to each
other, when the Lord permits them thus to meet and commune one
with the other, as they journey on through this weary world-that is,
when they are privileged to meet and commune in the Spirit, and not
in the flesh.
For example, we were about to attend a meeting, the other evening,
the necessity for the calling of which gave us real regret, and the
anticipation of the attending' which hung like a millstone upon the
heart. We would, from choice, have sooner had the weight of ha1£a-dozen full services than be called to take any part in a controversial
gathering; and yet, under the circumstances, there was a positive
necessity in the case.' Stepping into the omnibus, however, there sat
an elderly, cheerful-looking woman. Age having been touched upon,
she added what a mercy it was to have a home in prospect. " And
have you a hope of that?" we asked. She thanked God she had.
" And how long have you had that hope?" "For more than forty
years." "How came it about?" "Through a God-fearing servant
who used to talk to me. And then I was afraid I should go to helL
She got her minister-a Wesleyan-to talk. to me. But I got no
better. I was very wretched for some time, until one day he preached
from the words, 'Is there no balm in Gilead? is there no Physician
there? ,,, The dear old disciple then, with a glowing countenance,
went on to describe the relief she experienced-the peace and the joy
that flowed into her soul-and how she had been supported and sustained under trials and afflictions ever since. "Although it had been
at times a hard struggle," she said, or words to that effect, "yet she
had never wholly lost it from that day to the present." And her
heart evidently glowed with love and gratitude in the sweet and
blessed prospect that awaited her-the home to which she was drawing
near. There was clearly a simple looking to and resting upon the
Lord. In the few minutes that remained during our short journey
into town, we sought to remind her of the Lord's pledge, that He
would "never leave nor forsake."
At parting, we shook hands-probably never to meet again on
earth-our first and last meeting, very likely, in this vale of tears.
But oh! that passing interview-that simple "meeting and greeting"
-left such a savour and such 9, mellowness upon the heart! It was
worth to us, in our then state of mind, ten thousand times more than
a mere dry doctrinal discussion, or a splitting hairs upon some nonessential controverted point. With a dew and an unotion and· a
savour upon the heart, as we left that dear old woman, we felt how
gladly we would have retired to some secret spot, there to pour out
our whole soul before the Lord; yea, perhaps the language best
suited to our frame at that moment was, "Lord, now, lettest Thou
Thy servant depart in peace, according to '1'hy word, for mine eyes
have seen '1'hy salvation."
It was but upon t1e previous Thursday evening we had been
giving from the pulpit an illustration of what these old-fashioned
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communings with th
rd's children were. A mother in Isro. 1 h 1,
on one occasion, b n dia p'pointed with respect to a certain 8 to i
she had set out t al n.
'he church was closed, but the old di ip1
sat down on on f It
n has in the porch; and, when afterWo.l'd
questioned about 11 l'
in no service, she stated that she had ha
a most refreshiu
( 1 \ lh t there was a service, at which four wer
present-God th l'lI.Llt·,
d the Son, God the Holy Ghost, and
poor old granny I
Reader, d V /, J now auything of this kind of relig-ion, or is it
external-m l' t'm l\nd
l' monial-with you?
Multitudes in
these days w ul hew tIL 11 bt 0. poor old woman thus expressing
0
,in t ad of, in reality, in a Gospel sense,
herself had 1 t 11. r
being really bt· ught t a aviuO' knowledge of her real state and
condition,
1 0 IV wh t all the powers of nature and art combined can Xl v r t 0. h. "Fool" as she might have been in the eyes
of the world, h was, neverthel s , "wise in Christ."
We w r thi day favoured with another of these" meetings and
greetings." We saw approachin~, as we were walking through the
parish, On who had got beyond his threescore years and ten, and
whose po. sing words had often been most refreshing to our spirit. In
our short interview, he lamented, as a feature of these times, the bitterness and the contec.tion between even God's own children, and wondered to what things were coming in this respect. "I have been
reading," said he, "dear old ROMAINE'S letters," and then, speaking
of the nigh.ts, he said that of late they had been his best seasons. He
had felt th fifty-third of Isaiah so sweet, and added, "Unto them
which believe He is precious." In roply, we stated that we, too, had
of late been marc indulged than usual in the wakefulness of the
night; but that one night in the past week had been a time of
intense wrestling, which had been followed up with the oft-repeated
cry, "Now I am old and grey-headed, 0 God, forsake me not."
However, as in thp, case of the Syrophenician wom!1n, the Lord
" answered not a word." Falling asleep again, however, after a long
season of wakefulness and intense wrestling, with the very first
thoughts of the morning came these precious words-yea, the Lord
seemed, as it wore, to rouse us from our slumbers with them-" The
Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; He will save; He will
rejoice over thee with joy; He will rest in His love; He will joy
over thee with singing." Oh, how precious and how powerful were
these words! Unthought of before for weeks, or perhaps months,
they were the very words one wanted. It was the assurance so greatly
needed. It was the seal and the witness and the testimony one's
poor trembling heart craved at the mercy-seat. Oh, how conclusive
it was! how fear-subduing! how gloom-dispersing! how doubt-dispelling! Mark the relationship: " the ::Lord thy God!" His presence:
"in the midst of thee." His power" is mighty "--yea, almighty;
The fourfold" will:" "He will save!" "Save!" What can one
want more? Save from all, under all, through all! "Save! "
0
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like a God! worthy of a God! "Will rejoice over thee with joy."
" Will rest in His love!" He is " without variableness or the shadow
of a turning'," "Having loved His own which were in the world, He
loved them unto the end." "I the Lord change not; therefore ye
sons of J acob are not consumed." "Will joy over thee with singing."
He that was to see of the travail of His soul and be satisfied will
eternally exult, triumph, rejoice, and sing over His redeemed and
glorified.
But perhaps the reader will ask, "Do these visits last in their
savour, preciousness, and power?" Not unless they are the immediate forerunners of some heavy trial and severe exercise of faith.
Then they may continue somewhat longer, the better to forti(y for
the coming test. Otherwise the brighter and the more blessed the
manifestation, the shorter in its duration, leaving a painful blank
and a barrenness and desolation which nought but the promise, " I
will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice," can supply.
There is a difference-we will not attempt to define it, but merely
touch upon the fact-between a long-continued season of peace, comfort, and joy, like a clear, cloudless, midsummer day, and the just
now-and-then whispers of love, the gentle "Fear not," the soft,
soothing, heart-breathing, "It is I; be not afraid," like the occasional
genial" smiles of the sun" upon a dark or hazy day. As already
intimated, after the former-the long-continued manifestation-" the
abiding "-comes the trial, most probably keen, long, severe! under
which every particle of strength and hope and expectation realized in
the previous visitation is tested to the last degree, not an iota of
strength or faith to spare! Saved, and only just, as with the skin of
the teeth. Here creature boast and fleshly pride disappear. Not
the veriest inch of standing-ground is left for such. It is gracefree grace-is the theme, and that grace kept alive like a spark upon
the ocean!
On the same day, subsequently to the "meeting and greeting"
of :which we last spoke, we met and communed with another dear
child of God. The burden of her testimony was the Lord's great
goodness! "Surely," said she, " I may indeed say that 'goodness and
mercy have followed me all the days of my life.''' Speaking of a
recent pulpit remark about poor sinners, when first under deep conviction, envying (like Colonel GARDINER) the very brute creation,
because they had not an immortal soul, she said how she had, fiveand-twenty years ago, been in that very state of mind. She then
testified of being raised to hope under the Word, and how this and
that testimony abode with her. In a recent bitter trial, when the
life of her only girl (a sweet, interesting child) for several days and
nig~ts hung in the balance, she spoke of the wondrous peace, calmness, and resignation vouchsafed to her whilst night after night
watching beside the bed of her loved one. Further, there was such a
recognition, on her part, of the Lord's very special indulgence, in
regard to the ministry of the Word, that she should have been per-
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mitted to remain for flv -and-twenty years under the same teaching
in connection wi h whi h h had been called, even though some two
to three hundr d il
pal'l1ted the place of her present abode from
that of the for 1', wh l' th Lord had first met with her. This led,
moreover, to mm ning upon bygone days, and with respect to many
precious soul
nn eted with the former scene of labour who had
since passed away.
. Accustom d a , personally, we are at least mentally to exclaim, (
" Who hath b lieved our report, and to whom is the arm of the Lord)
revealed "w never remember a season in which we have been so \
deeply impr ssed with the conviotion, that the Lord may be graciously I,
and sover i nly working where and when we have least suspicion of J
the fact.
t was but an hour or two before the interview of which we
have just spoken, we had been engaged in reading some remarks in i
our own private joul'l1al touching upon the experiences of that identical former sph re. The burden of those remarks was the apparent
"labouring in vain and spending one's strength for nought." But how
different the conolusion now! How altered the aspect in the retrospect! i
There was the .fht!it now of the seed sowing then! And never do wel
remember to have been so deeply impressed with that Scripture,
" Oast thy bread upon the waters, and it shall be found again after'
many days."
In speaking but a Sunday or two before upon the words, "They
that sow in tears shall reap in joy," we said that as ministers, or
parents, or teachers, we too often overlooked that precious Scripture,
" Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandmau waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and
hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain"
(James v. 7). So far from patient waiting, we are too eommonly found
playing the silly part of the husbandman, who, having tilled the
ground, and sown the precious seed, went forth a day or two after
with his sickle to cut llown the precious grain! What would naturally
be thought of such a man but that he had lost his reason ? Yet,
alas! this is the sorry part we, as ministers and teachers, are so
continually acting.
Why, reader, we are as certain at the moment of writing as we are
of our own existence, that the simple precious tl'l1th of God can no more
be lost than J ehovah Himself can cease to be! It is questionable to our
own mind whether any labouring in the Lord's vineyard as we have
been permitted to do ever saw less fruit than we have done, and yet
(contradietory as it may appear), for most part, we are by no means discouraged. vVe account for it thus: Nearly thirty years ago the Lord
was pleased to give us this precious word, in Ireland: "For as
the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth
not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth
and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the
eater; so shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall
ilOt retul'l1 unto me void; but it shall accomplish that which I please.
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and it shall prosper in the thing wh9reto I sent it" (Isa. Iv. 10, 11).
Adored be His great and holy name, we have never wholly lost the
savour and the power of that blessed assurance from that day to
this. Aye, dear reader, and, whilst upon the subject, we may just
throw out this hint. As a parent, with a certain word long, long ago
sealed home upon the heart, with respect to loved ones in the flesh,
we feel a sacred indescribable blessedness in regard to its fulfilment
in the Lord's time and in the Lord's way. We have not nearly the
anxiety we once had about the Lord's "doing as He hath said" in
our time and in our way. No, but there has been, and (blessed be God!)
still is, such a clinging to that wondrous statement, "These all died
injaith. not having received the promises, but having seBll them afar
off, and were pe1'suadcd of them, and embmccd them (yea, as though they
were already accomplished facts), and confessed that they were sb'angel's and pilgrims on the earth."
We have felt, beloved, that it was at once a privilege and a mercy to
trust Him, to leave matlel's with Him, to believe (in the entire absence
of sign, token, or proof) that He will, in His own time and in His own
way, ratify, confirm, establish His own gracious promises. We
do not expect to see such confirmation or fulfilment till we get home!
We shall know of it there! And with t!tat-at any rate for the time
being-we arc content. "These all died in jaith." Precious word for
faith to lay hold upon. To our own mind that is such a glorious
testimony of Solomon, with respect to the promise made to David his
father: "And Sclomon said, 'I'hou h:1st shewed unto Thy servant
David my father great mercy, according as he walked before Thee in
truth, and in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with Thee:
and Thou hast kept for him this great kindness, that Thou hast given
him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day" (1 Kings iii. 6).
We had just penned the foregoing, when, in the good providence
of God, we were privileged to meet and have communion with
another of His dear children. After speaking of the very varied
way in which the Lord deals with His people, more particularly in
the caning by grace under one ministry, and building up and
establishing under another, so as to ratify and confirm that great
truth," Paul planted, and Apollos watered, but God gave the increase; ".
she spoke of r. now glorified mother who, on one occasion, wept bitterly
over the then recent parting with her youngest son, who had just
gone away to sea, and whom she never saw again in the flesh. At
the same time she testified that, although she did not expect
either parent would livc to see it, yet she had had that promise given
her, and she believed that in due time it would be fulfilled, " And all
thy children shall be taught of' the Lord, and great shall be the
peace of'thy children."
Nothing could have been mol' timely than this testimony. It is
just where our little faith has of late been resting, and that in the
entire abseJJcc of any sign, token, or proof whatever of the word being
verified. But here is the mercy, "He is faithful that hath promised:
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He cannot deny Himself." And we would sooner have the veriest
hint or hope from the Lord than ten thousand plecZ,qes of the creatm'(',
The oreature ofttimes disappoints, or is unable to fulfil his promises;
the Lord never!
Oh, these visits-these" meetings and greetings by the way"how infinitely more desirable and vastly more profitable than the
wrangling and the jangling-the strife about straws-the seeking
for eaoh and all to look through the selfsame spectacles, whether
babes, young men, or fathers; as though the foous must be suited to
all sights, or none could look through faith's teles~ope. No shades,
no stages, no growth; all of full stature at once, or else no life-no
!'laYing knowledge-no experience! Ah! what an immensity of selfpoor wretched, proud, flesh-pampered self-is there in all this. In the
poor deluded creature's own estimation supposed to be zeal for the Lord
and jealousy for His truth, whereas it is self-self-self from first to last.
" 0 my so"ul, oome. not thou into their seoret; unto their assembly,
mine honour, be not thou united."
One word more, dear reader, upon the text.
Of course, the language, " And a book of remembrance was written
before Him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon His
name," is metaphorical; but think of the Lord's marvellous oondescension and mercy, in that He should adopt a figure so simple and
80 familiar, in order to come down to our poor finite capacities.
OonsideI', for a moment, what it embraces: even that the Lord-the great
Jehovah-the immutable "I AM THAT I AM "-should notify,
for His own after-use, the intercourse of His children-their meetings
and greetings whilst on pilgrimage-their interohange of hope and
fear, joy and sorrow. Moreover, what a very weak and humble
condition in the experience of His dear children is here considered.
Not merely are those regarded with oomplacenoy who fear Him, but
even those arc looked upon with an eye of tenderness and compassion
who venture to "think upon His name." To think upon His name
means to think upon Himself! And in what oonsists the thoughts
of these lowly and timid and trembling ones? "May I venture to
entertain the veriest hope," thinks such a one, "that this great God,
this holy Being, this pure and spotless and almighty J ehovah, oan
regard me.2 remember me.2 have thoughts of peaoe, and not of evil,
towards suoh a one? so great a sinner, so foul a transgressor, so old
an offender? one who has so abused His meroies, so trifled with His
benefits, so loved and followed the world? Oan there be hope for one
who has thought so little of the person and the sufferings of Him who
left His eternal throne on purpose to serve and suffer, bleed and die,
for suoh a sinner as I ? "
Ab! dear reader, the "book of remembrance," or the loving heart
of Jesus, bears the record of all such thoughts of these the Lord's
quiokened and blood-redeemed ones. Their thoughts about Him are
the sole fruit and effect of His thoughts about them. They never
would have thought nor oared about Hz'm had He not first thought
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and cared about them. Moreover, these very thoughts of theirs,
worthless as they may appear in their own estimation, conbiu thegerm-yea, the quintessence-of love! And the Lord (adored be His
name!) accepts these thoughts, and regards these silent breathings, as
precious evidences and proofs of love ! Well does HART say"These :feeble desires, these wishes ~o wi'ak.
'Tis Jesus inspires, and bids you still seek."

Yes, blessed be God, it is so.
And, although such may not see it so now, and may tremble to take
to themselves the comfort these poor feeble words of' ours are intended
to convey, yet we feel assured that the time will come when they,
under the precious anointing power and unction of the Holy Ghost,
will see that all their present course, with its varied feelings and
diversified experiences, was ultimately to issue in a blessed faith's
apprehension of Ohrist as theirs I-yea, such shall not only declare
that
" Jesus shed His blood,
But each shall say, ' Fm' me.' "

St. Luke's, Bedminster, April 7, 1876.

THE
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POSTSCRIPT.-Since the foregoing was sent to the press, we fell in
with a dear child of God engaged in a large way of business. When
speaking of the Lord's watchful eye and tender care, he said that some
short time ago he entered upon the engagements of the day with deep,
deep anxiety. It had been a season of intense wrestling during the
wakefulness of the night. He wanted £600 to meet the engagements
of the day. A goodly number of letters lay on the desk upon his
arrival at his office. One and another and another were opened, but
they contained cheques for small amounts only-some three or four
pounds each. Thought he, "This won't do. I am looking to the post,_
and not to the Lord." This changed the scene. He whose are the
silver and the gold was again appealed to in childlike simplicity and
fervour. He went on opening his letters. The next contained a
draft for £250. The money was not due; but, having a little spare
cash, the remitter preferred taking the discount to availing himself
of the usual term of credit. Letter after letter was opened, until
the amount reached to £500 or so. " But," said the narrator, "the
£250 broke me down! "
Ab! dear reader, do you know what this blwll.:ing down is ?-not
breaking ?,lp, mark you, before men, but breaking down bqfore the Lord?
There is a mighty distinction, be assured. Those who break clown
before the Lord never-no, never-break up bq/moe men. Oh, no. That
brealdng down hq/ore the LOl'd is a blessed evidence of security-a
precious proof of the Lord's tender interest and loving regard-a sign
and token that He will defend ~nd deliver.
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Do you know anything f it, dear reader? Oh, if walls could speak,
how would they h fu ries of the trembling, the afflicted, the
oppressed, as they 0. ni~ before the Lord, lest He should forsake
and allow Satan o.n th world to triumph over His poor oppressed
and bewildered n.
But what 0. gl ri u triumph is that of faith, when, in spite of the
most adverse o.pp o.ro.u s, the Lord so works that it would be practical
atheism to d ny tho.t this or that interposition was not the handiwork of Him who " eyes run to and fro throughout the whole earth,
to shew Rims 1£ trong in the behalf of them whose hearts are perfect
towards Him."
Oh, read 1', how good is our God! Blessed be His great and everadorable no.m! How often we mentally sing"Through ev'ry period of my life
Thy goodness I'll pursue;
And after death, in distant worlds,
The glorious theme renew."

DIVINE PROOFS.
ALL who are born from above become pilgrims and strangers. They are
no longer of this world; they are heaven-born and heaven-bound. Themoment J acob received the blessing, he went forth a pilgrim and a
stranger, as all our fathers were. The moment the blessing-even life
for evermore-is conveyed into a dead sinner's soul, he becomes a stranger
in this world. He can find neither companionship nor citizenship among
the dead professors of a merely natural gospel. He can find a response
to the expressions which emanate from his soul in the hearts only of
those who, like himself, have been "translated out of the kiugdom of
darkness into the kingdom of God's dear Son." But what sweet knitting
of soul does he feel when he meets with a fellow-stranger who has been
brought up, like himself out o£ darkness into God's marvellous light!
How do they sec eye to eye together as they go over the way the Lord
has taught them in this" waste howling wilderness." And this is another
token of true childship: "We know that we have passed from death to
life, because we love the brethren." But why do we love them? Is it
not because we discover the image of J osus in them, which we desire
so earnestly may shine brightly in our own souls? All hail, then, my
brother, if you are one of these scattered strangers; for that very life
which has made you feel that you are now scattered in the wilderness
shall at last gather you to that blessed company where there shall be no
more scattering, but each one, folded up in the bosom of love, gathered
unto Jesus, our Life, shall be no more strangers, but citizens with
the saints and of the household of God.-The late Rev. George D. Do~taney.
"I DEARLY love you all; but I had rather be with Jesus than with my
dearest ones on earth. Lay me straight in the bed, father, and cover me,
and let me wait my Father's time. I know Jesus. I have a steadfast
trust in Jesus-a calm and steadfast trust."-Rev. Dualey A. Tyng.
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GOD'S HOLD.
" I will not fail thee, nor forsake tlwe."-JOSH. i. 5.
THERE are times in the experience of most of the children of God when
they are brought into such trying circumstances as to cause them to
reason inwardly after this manner: "Why should I suffer all this? Why
should I drink of such a bitter cup? Why plagued and persecuted
beyond measure? Why not rather give up my religion, seeing that it
rings me into such trouble? The ungodly have not these changes and
cares; 'their seed is established in their sight, and their offspring before
their eyes. Their houses are safe from fear, neither is the rod of God
upon them,' &c. And yet here I am, the subject of trial upon trial.
Why not give it up, and sail more smoothly, and gain more sunshine? "
Ah! and, if it wei-e a matter of free-will, it might be given up. But here
comes the secret-our religion does not depend upon our hold of God, but upon
H~'s hold ofus. "I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee." The wicked, it
is true, have" no changes; " at all events, of the character which God's
children experience. Bnt mark why. "Because they fear not God! "
Now, it is this God's hold that we want to comfort us, beloved. My
firmness and my faith are sometimes nowhere. " Oh," would say the
free-willer, "how wicked! You ought to be firm, you ought to be faithful,
you ought to do this and to do that." Ah! reader, perhaps you know with
us what it is to have MAN'S "OUGHT" l3ROUGHT TO GOD'S "NOUGllT."
"I will sing," says David-not of my power-verily, he had been brougM
to nought upon that matter-but, 110-" I will siog of Thy power. Unto
Thee, 0 my strength, will I sing; for God is my defence, and the God
of my mercy."
Now, hllre I get comfort. God's power, God's faithfulness, God's love,
I can rely upon these; but I cannot upon my oft-shaken faith and supposed
firmness.
So it is, tremblingly it may be, yet we learn to look
entirely to the Lord. Because of His strength, I wait upon Him; "for
God is my defence."
Well, but, it may be said, is it possible that this is what you are broul(ht
to after a saving knowledge of the Lord for many years? It is. Yes,
years and years in the training school of God's all-wise discipline has
brought me to this: "To me, who am less than the least of all saints, is
this grace given." I am as hopelessly helpless in myself as ever. My
feelings and experience may be summed up in two words, namely,
PERFEOT WEAKN];~SS.
And what is the prayer of perfect weakness? 'Nay, we will not call it
prayer-rather the cry, and the sigh, and the groaning of this felt nothingness. Does it not bring one to the same kneeling place as the sinner to use
such upliftings of heart as these: "Purge me with hyssop, and I shall
be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow"? "Oreate in me
a clean heart, 0 God, and l'enew a right spirit within me"? "Oast me
not away from ~rhy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me" ?
We know some whose confidence is in themselves would say, "Oh! but
this is all wrong. Such is language to be used onlybytheunsaved. You
have not to ask God for a clean heart; you possess it already. You must
not adopt language which is for the ungodly." Is it so? Well, I must
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confess that, whether so or not, such utterancas do seem to fit into my
experience, and I am brought to such a thorough nit that I cannot help
breathing again nnLl again the starting-poillt utterallces, and saying with
poor but dear Gideon, "Let not Thine anger, 0 God, be hot against me ;
but let me prove this once, I pray Thee, with the fleece; let it now be
dry only upon the fleece, and upon all the ground let it be dew." Yes, I
must have tokerl upon token. The very precious one realized at a former
time is not enough for me. Again, Lord, reassure me; bear with my
infirmity; forgive my distrust for this once, Lord; give a proof that all
is well. Oh, how gracious and precious are those words which follow:
".And God did so: for it was dry upon the fleece only, and there was dew
on all the ground." God did not say, Away! Gideon, away! do as I have
bidden you! I have already promised to halp -shown you what I purpose
you to be n.nd to do. Get you up, and quit you like a man. No, dealing
with him in love-sympathizing with his infirmity-not angry with him
because he desired token upon token-" God did so! " Just answered
His servant's cry, just gave him his desire.
Oh, dear reader, this is the God we love. He suits a poor sinner's
case who hn.s been bw.lght to very helplessness. And all Hill Gideons, we
believe, are brought to our point: it is not my hold of God that has
done it all, but God's hold of m'3!
And let us trace a little further this precious hold of the Lord; and in
review we may think of that Scriptural factGod's hold of us from all eternity. "For the children being not yet
born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God,
according to election, might stand, not of works, but of Him that calleth."
And we shall greatly err in matters connected with the salvation of sinners if we do not trace all up to the divine sovereignty of God, whose
"counsel standeth for ever, the thoughts of His heart to all generations." It was this that made Jehovah fix upon the objects of His choice,
and provide for them a full and complete salvation, declaring, "For
mine own sake, even for mine own sake, will I do it." So that I cannot
see how we C,ln come to any other conclusion than that all is a matter
of His sovereign will and pleasure, "who doeth according to His will in
the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth."
Ah! how often do we witness one and another singing, "Thy will be
done! " but do many mean it? TeU them that God elected from all eternity a people to be saved, and they rise in opposition to it, because it is
not in accordance with their will and imagination of the matter; and yet
they sing, "Thy will be done! "
That prayer and desire should not merely be in connection with our
assent to His plans in providence, but submission to His plans in grace;
but, whether we submit,to them or not, we may depend upon it He will
have His will carried out, and will act in all as a divine Sovereign, however the thing formed may say to Him that formed it, " Why hast Thou
maoe me thus?" Ah! it is hard work to resist His will.
Well, then, we repeat, God's hold of the election of grace is an eternal
matter, and all the members were written in His book while as yet
there were nono of them.
And then note God's hold of us even when we were "dead in trespasses
and sins." The children of God, iu reviewing that part of the pathway
which was overshaded by unregeneracy, and when they walked according
to the course of this world, are yet conscious afterwards that an unseen
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eye was watching over them, and an unseen hand preserving them, when
again and again, if left to themselves, they would have been plunged
into eternal ruin; and they think of that marvellous deliverance, and
the other signal rescue, and trace it to the fact just mentioned, namely)
that they Wel'e children of God when they knew it not. Yes, in the
secret purpose of God, they were His when they thought not of IEm,
and cared for none of these things. Yes, beloved, most of us can now
point to signal mercies in those dark days, which we then counted, in the
language of the world, " good luck," but which we now see was the good
hand of our God upon us. He saved us when we were ready to perish,
He stopped us when we were in the downward course to hell, He lifted
us up out of the mire of unregeneracy, and set our feet upon a rock.
And this reminds us of God' 8 hold of us in bringing us out of the midst of an
ungodly world to make it manifest that we are children of His. The hour
appointed from all eternity has arrived, and earth and hell cannot longer
hold the elected one. The silly sheep has become entangled in the thick
briers and thorns by the way, but the Chief Shepherd leaves the ninety
und nine, to whom He has imparted strength to go, and goes after that
one-yee, that one which is lost until He finds it; "and when HE hath
found it, He layeth it on His shoulders, rejoicing." It was a sheep before,
but now it joins the flock, and manifestly belongs to the same Owner.
The coin has been lost amidst the dust and rubbish of the house, but the
house must be swept and the coin found; so the candle is lit, the search
continued, until the piece is held up to the joy of the searcher and her
friends. It was a coin before, always bearing the superscription and the
image of Jesus; it is now brightened and burnished, and manifested to
be a coin of the royal mint of heaven.
Again, the prodigal son has wasted all his substance in riotous living, but
the time has come when he must turn from swine feeding to his father's
home, and with weeping and tears of repentance he is received into his
loving father's arms, who makes it manifest, by killing the fatted calf and
adorning his person, that he is his own. Yes, though a prodigal son, he
was a son still, as much so as the other brother, 'who was in his father's
field.
What can we say to these things but that it "pleased God, who separated
me from my mother's womb, called me by His grace, and revealed
His Son in me " ?
We know all this is very contrary to the ideas of many who think man
must have a hand in the work; but let us for a moment examine this
point, and, bringing it to the test of God's Word, see its entire hollowness.
Now, we grant that the will of man is thatfaculty of the soul whereby
he chooses or rejects things, but simply to will anything is of nature.
To will that which is pure and good is of grace, for the following
reasons: Because man, by nature, is, through the fall of Adam,. our
federal head, "born in sin and shapen in iniquity," is corrupt and perverse in all his ways; cannot in that state receive the things of God:
nay, is decidedly opposed to them. But when grace is given and received
into the heart, and the sinner is made willing in the day of God's power,
then his will becomes subject to God's will, and, "if the Son shall make
you free, you shall be free indeed," and without Him ye can do nothing.
" It is God that worketh in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure." So that we unhesitatingly affirm that that doctrine which teaches
that, when grace is offered, we, in our natural state, may receive or reject
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it, as we please, is contrary to the will of Goel, contrary to the Word of
God, and opposed to our eXjJerimental knowledge of the matter. Offered
grace is an absurdity. "As many as received Him, to them gave He power
to become the sons of God, even to them that believe in His name, which
were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, but of God."
Then, again, a common expression concerning receiving the things of
God is, " Oh.' you must.be converted.''' Well, conversion, in the ordinaryacceptation of the word, is a change into another substance; in soul matters,
it is turning from one state to another-from bad. to good. True, it may be
from one l'eligion to another (so called), as from Ritualism to Popery, but
all this is man's conversion, and which we can do as amatter of free will,
and under such a diction i~ little matters what garb we assume; but, as
indicative of the real work of grace upon the heart, we much prefer the
word ?'egeneration, which goes to the very core of the matter. Still, conversion is a Scriptural and consistent word, if used rightly.
But to the test of the Scriptures, and we observe1. Real conversion is the work of tlte lhnity-Fatlter, Son, and Holy Glwst;
i.e., it is by God. Elijah, in his prayer for rain, appealed to God
that he had done as He commanded. He had built the altar in the name
of the Lord, he had made a trench about it, he had put the wood
in order, he had cut the bullock in pieces, and had filled the
trench with water, and now he says, "Let it be known this day
that Thou al-t God in Israel, and that this people may know that
Thou art the Lord God, and that Thou Itast turned their hearts back
again" (1 Kings xviii. 37). He does not say, That the people may turn
to Thee-he knew they had no power to do this-but he prays that He
only who could turn them would do so in His mercy and goodness. And how
this fits into our blessed Lord's assertion: "No man can come to me,
except the Father which hath sent me draw him" (John vi. 44). While
the Apostle Paul testifies to the same fact, deGlaring "what God had
wrought among the Gentiles by his ministry" (Acts xxi. 19). Not what
his ministry had wrought, but what God Itad wrought by it.
So, again, is real conversion attributed to Christ. For instance, Peter,
preaching to the people after the descen~ of the Holy Ghost, says, "Unto
you first, God having raised up His Son Jesus, sent Him to bless you,
in turning away everyone of you from his iniquities" (Acts iii. 26).
So, also, Paul, again, attributes the works done as those things which
Christ wrought by him (Rom. xv. 18), not taking an iota of the praise
to himself, or telling that it was their own doings, but attributing it
all to the power of Christ. Equally so, and indeed manifestly so, is it
the work of the Holy Spirit: "Behold, I will pour out my Spirit unto
you, I will make known my words unto you," saith the all-wise One
(Prov. i. 23).
We see, then, how the real conversion of the heart to God is all of
grace, the work of the eternal Three, as written concerning many at
Antioch: "And THE HAND OF THE LORD was with them, and a great number believed, and turned to the Lord" (Acts xi.), which, when Barnabas
witnessed, he was glad that he had seen tlte grace vf God. And, if we want
to know if our conversion is merely of the CreaLUl'e or of God, one of
the most certain proofs of it is that it will be accompanied by deep repentance of heart on account of sin.
We have thus dwelt upon this word conversion to show that the great
point in this matter, as in all else, is, not our hold of God, but God's
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hold of us; and the matter, to our mind, is very bl~ssedly summed up
in those well-known lines" He saw me ruined by the fall,
He saved me from my low estate;
Yet loved me, notwithstanding all; His lovingkindness, oh, how great! "
Yes, dear reader, this will suit poor sinners who are feeling like
ourselves all, all is of sovereign grace and mercy.
And then there is God's hold of us throughout all the vicissitudes of our
mortal career. Sometimes we do realize a little lifting up of soul towards
Him, we do get on a mount of joy, and the beams of the Sun of Righteousness on our pathway are so healing, that our youth seems renewed
like the eagles'. Such seasons do not last long. Perhaps it is well that
they do not. Only we cannot help wishing that they were more frequent
and of longer duration. But experience tells us that we are soon again
down in the valley, having, it may be, a sharp conflict with the enemy of
our souls, or pressed down with some earthly care. Well, whether on
the mount of joy or in the valley of Baca, God's hold of us is the same.
How precious are those words, "They go from strength to strength."
Mark, "they go." Yes, the Lord is leading, even though we may be in
the vale of misery; and we are as much Christ's followers when treading
the dept.hs of a ravine as when mounting the steps of some hill of Zion.
I know we do not feel this; and, when things are very adverse and trying,
and in total opposition to our conception of things, we are apt to think
hard things or God, and to say, "Is this the way we are to be led? It
were better for us that we had never left the fleshpots of Egypt, where
we had bread to the full, where we were, at all events, in comparative
peace." Ah! these are rebellious thoughts, mixed with creature falseYJess; for the children of Israel, though they said so in their peevishness,
had not bread to the full when in Egypt-not likely, when their enemy
was determined to minish them and stamp them out. He certainly
would not, with. such a determination, have given them" bread to the
full." And yet-oh! mark it, beloved-with all such proofs of ingratitude,
such uprisings of free will, and even such falseness, they are still led and
mercifully supplied day by day and hour by hour, as well as guided and
guarded in a marvellous way. God will not let go His hold of His
children, however they may struggle to loose their hold of Him. And the
most joyous and soul-comforting times with us are when we gain a
thorough faith's view of our God as a covenant God. "Our fathers,
where are they?" Why, they trod this thorny wilderness laden with
care, wanderers and sojourn el'S, passing through experience of the
most trying and extraordinary character; yet a covenant God never
forsook them in any emergency, but again and again gave testimony of Hilt
faithfulness. Well, He is "the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever,'
and we [ire but following on in the old tangled pathway of tribulation,
which will end, like theirs, in triumph. God's hold was firm with them;
it is equally so with us. Jacob's pilgrimage was not more overlooked
and ordained than ours. Ages make no difl'erence with Him, with whom
a thousand years are as but one day, and one day as a thousand years.
It is the one Church, although part have passed the stream. One and
all will be saved in the same way, one and all have their steps" ordered
by the Lord." Oh, when we see these things in the light of "the covenant ordered in all things and sure," how it tends to ·lift us above the'
things that drag us down tu earth, and we feel, "Well, never mind the
cross as long as I gain the crown."
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We have just called the pathway a tangled one,. but, mark, this is only
so to us. It is clear to Him, who has arranged all and planned all in
the plenitude of His wisdom and love, and by-and-bye webelieve it will
all be clear to us, and we shall understand with amazement and
admiration the why and the wherefore of all.
And then in God's hold of us we 8eo our etornal security. Bear with a
simple illustration. On the table I am writing upon is a powerful clip,
into which I have placed certain papers whioh I want to keep. It is
true that these papers have a hold of the olip, but, after all, it is the clip
holds them. If I were to open the window, and raise the clip, the wind
would soon disperse the papers hither and thither; but they are safe as
long as held by the clip. Now, so it is with us. To a certain extent we
have hold by faith of God, yet this is not our security. It is that God
has hold of' us. If the former were only the case, the first wind of
adversity would make us yield; but God having hold of us with an
eternal and almighty grasp, the wind may blow and storms may arise,
but we are safe in His omnipotent grasp.
Oh! I love a religion that trusts Dot to the impotency of man, but to
the omnipotency of God. Here I find rest and assurance. Omnipotence
laid the plan, and has saved the man, and shall have all the glory.
And this reminds us that with God's hold of us failure is impossible.
We may faint and fall by the way again and again. We may often
have trials that shiver us and shake us to pieces. We have had, and
shall yet have, hills of difficulty to surmount and get many a bruising
and wounding. Yet with it all we shall be uphel<l and supported to the
end of the pilgrimage of life.
And these thoughts bring before us the doctrine of the final perseverance of God's people, a doctrine which has afforded the greatest consolation and comfort to many a tried Christian who is now safely home,
and one which is calculated to afford us the same, when opened out by
the Holy Spirit; and we do not hesitate to affirm that if your roothold
is right, if you have been led as a poor helpless sinner to Christ and
realized that He is your Saviour, and you are hanging wholly upon Him,
you are as safe for glory as the eternal Three can make you. I do not ask
the measure of your faith or experience, but I am confident that "He who
hath begun the good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus
Christ." If it depended upon yourself, or if it depended upon myself, I
am sure we should not stand an hour, and the very next trial would break
us down. But it does not. It is as much the work of God to sustain His
child as to new create him in Christ Jesus; and, having done the latter
(we write it with becoming reverence), He is bound by His own covenant
to carry out the former and bring His child to glory. I know that earth
and hell and ten thousand uprisings will oppose him in his onward
course, but they shall not prevail while thoHe golden words of our precious Redeemer remain, "I give unto them eternal life, and they shall
never perish, neither shall any pluck them out of my hand." This is
the grasp which is so eternally secure, "My hand!" Oh, let us be in
God's hand. Held by Him, let all opposing powers do their best, "the
righteous shall hold on his way."
But we must withhold from enlarging upon the final perseverance of
the saints, for it is of itself a subject so copious and blessed that we may
well reserve it for another time, merely observing that we are satisfied
from the fact of God's hold of His chosen ones that come what will He
T
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will never forsake them, but will bring one and all of them to heaven at
last-not a jewel shall be lost, not a grain fall to the ground, not a hoof
be left behind.
Then there is God's hold of ttS in the way of diseipline. Sharp and severe
often. Ah! what a paradox is the Christian !-bound down one moment.
'bounding upwards the next! As a broken reed in felt experience, and
then rising as a cedar of Lebanon! The spices crushed in the mortar of
God's purpose, but sending forth their odours, which they never would
have done had they not been crushed. These are things unknown and
unfelt by the easy-going professor, but realized by those who have to go
down into the depths to learn that" salvation is of the Lord."
And then there are trials in connection with the Lord's discipline which
the child of God is subjected to which he can only keep in the deep of /tit;
heart, and the sigh goes upward; "My God, help. The matter is too
great for me. Oh, take it Thyself in hand. Friend and foe understand
me not; but, 0 God, Thou knowest out of the depths I cry unto Thee:
hear, save, and deliver, I beseech Thee." Reader, do you know what
such heart sighs are- some of a character that no language can describe?
It is part of the discipline.
Then, again, as well as the inward there is the outward. The conflict
is sharp with the enemies of his soul; their device is only to put him
down whom God will exalt; and they may to a certain extent succeed, but
they can never put him out of God's presence. In the hottest opposition
the child of God may yet have the closest fellowship and nearness to his
Lord, and all the discipline that is arranged and permitted is to bring
the saints of God to meekness of spirit and lowliness of heal't, so that they
may become more like the Master.
Ab! how lowliness marked His footprints to the cross! And shall it be
a wonder to His followers if they have to be brought to lowliness too?
Their God is the same God of love in all; and it is not said that the Lord
remembereth us in our high standing, but" He remembereth us in our low
estate." His eye is ever upon us, His hand ever over us. So does He
keep us dependent upon Him for all, and to say, "Mine eyes are ever
looking unto the Lord."
And then, lastly, there is God's hold of us "in the valley of deat!!." There
is a phase in Christian experience we have often noticed, possibly the
reader has done the same. It is this: we have found in a fellow-pilgrim
a marked meekness and simplicity-words have been few, but yet they
have been of a peculiarly weighty and sanctified character-and very
soon we receive intelligence that our companion in tribulation has passed
away to his or her mansion in the skies. The fact is such a one was ripe for
glory, was fully matured for the mansion, was juicy with the sweetness of a
Saviour's love, ready for plucking. And so as we, dear reader, near home,
this mellowing process will go on. The springtime of spiritual life may
have been marked by a buoyancy we do not in after years realize, but the
winter oflife has shut in the vitality, and it finds its deep roothold in Christ.
Are we sensible that such a process is going on with us? Oh! let us,
then, not murmur at the discipline, however sharp and severe it may be,
which tends to bring about such mellowness.
"Though Jesus sometimes hides His face,
And darkness overspreads the way,
Oh! 'tis a soul·reviving word,
Our steps are ordered by the Lord.
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"Soon shall we reach that land of joy
Where pleasures are without alloy,
And tb n with gratitude record
l\1' at ps were ordered by the Lord."
While writing thus, o.mong letters received, the following seemed so to
dovetail into our th u Ma that wo must give it you just as it is : My DEAR BROTHlDR X 'rUIJl LORD,-I have often, v ry oftcn, thought of
writing to you \tgo.in but during my protracted illness letter writing seems so
to have increas d \l)? n ID that it was almost more than my decreasing
strength could aueto.m, o.nd lutt rly I have been compelled to give up the
greatest part of it;.
ur "Waysid Notes" in this month's GOSPEL MAGA2INE, however, l' viv th d eir f scnding you a line, if the frail tabernacle
can sustain th struin up n it. 'rh re is so much that you say with which I
entirely coinoid , o.nd tli l' mll.rka of a writer on page 180 are to my mind:
.amongst the l' t," Th e ul mud s nsible of its lost state by nature is a firm
believer in bie \Vn inn rship; h hll.s no doubts at all on this point; he is
in full assuran of uilt, d s rved wrath, and ntter helplessness. And here'
many a deal' ohild f
d has been kept long years, and dare not say that any
one Gospel bl ssing was his." Oh, the many long years I was kept waiting
for this! " ut how wonderful to retrace the way when deliverance is vouchsafed," &c. I oannot go on quoting, through excessive pain and wC:1kness, as
I sit up in b d trying hard to write this.
A dear Ohl'istian friend informs me that you are expected in Manchester on
Good Friday (D.V.). How rejoiced I should be to meet with you; butin all
probability befol'e that tinw an'ives I shall meet w,:th my blessed Saviou?' face to
face-rfl,eet with the glol"ions "company of heaven "-meet and mingle w'ith "the
spirits of the jttst made perfect," and be "fol' eve?' with the Lord."'''' Pain compels
me to cease.-Believe me, your affectionate sister in a Triune Jehovah,
M anchestel'.
A LITTLE ONE.
Oh, what Q precious seal to one's humble testimony! A saint of God
upon the verge of eternity assured she will very soon" see Jesus face to
face," and yet, though suffering acutely, she must tell you that you have
helped her to joy in the Lord. But this, only just in passing, the point
we want to draw attention to, is the help that the Lord gives in the valley
of death, and the hold He has of His own till He brings them to glory.
"There we will hope to rest ere long, 'rhc pilgrim's for the conq'ror's s0ng,
And gladly change before His throne
Sa\'ed by redeeming grace alone."
Heirs of glory, fellow-sojourners ann pilgrims, pressing onwards and
homewards, think much of " God's hold" and God's promz'se, "I will not
fail thee, nor forsake thee." It is the stay of your tried but triumphant
brother in the Lord-may it be yours.

I
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"I DEPEND upon nothing in myself. I know I am a poor helpless
sinner. I trust entirely to my gracious Saviour. I depend only on what
He has done for me. I have no hope but in Ohrist Jesus, in His sacrifice, in His blood, in His righteousness. What could all the world do
for me now, so great a sinner as I am, and so helpless? What could
save me but my gracious Redeemer?" -Lord Te£gnmouth.
"By reference to another page in the present number, it will be seen that this beloved
-sister in the Lord realized her expectations, inatimuch as ~he pas~ed away on the 8th of
-April.-Eo.
T -.:
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MUSINGS.
the wakefulness of the night I had been thinking of the closing up
of the scene; and, recollecting that I was better off than most, having
three burial-places-the only freehold I ever had or wish to have-I feH at an
uncertainty which I may occupy, not knowing which of the said burialplaces will be the nearest to the spot whence the Lord may call me. But I
felt a desire that, wherever I might be buried, if convenient, the following verses might be sung over my grave-

DURING

" Welcome, blest hour of full discharge,
That sets my longing soul at large,
Unbinds my chains, breaks up my cell,
And bids me with my God to dwell.
" My flesh shall slumber in the ground
Till the archangel's trump shall sound;
Then burst my bonds with sweet surprise,
And in my Saviour's image rise."
Taking up the beloved Dr. Hawker's" Morning and Evening PortioDs,"
after breakfast, my eye instantly fell upon the words, "As for me, I
, will behold '£hy face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied, when I awake,
with Thy likeness," upon which the doctor says: "Is it refreshing to
thee now, my soul, the least glimpse of Jesus's face, the smallest manifestation of the glories of His person and of His work, and the very
Bound of His voice, in His Word or ordinances? Think, then, what will be
thy felicity in that morning of the eternal world when, dropping thy
veil of flesh, He whom thou now seest by faith only will then appear as
open to thee as to the Ohurch above in glory! Pause, my soul, over th&
vast thought! What will be thy first sight of Jesus? What will be
thy feelings when, without any intervening medium, thou shalt see Him
face to face, and know even as thou art known? Precious Lamb of
God, grant me grace to feel the blessedness of the first interview."
The doctor continues to write in the same unctuous strain in his,
portion for February 26.
By that morning's post I received a precious letter from the dear
"Wayside Notes" writer, in which, after comparing notes with respect
to domestic affliction and anxieties, he says, "I can assure you I am in
no trim for controversy, for I have had a sad sick house at Derby."
" Ah !" thought I, "dear brother, and it is in order to keep thee
writing in thy wonted strain of 'peace be to the brethren,' 'Oomfort ye,
comfort ye my people, saith your God,' that He is pleased to keep
thee well ballasted with trial and sorrow, perplexity and care."
Dear "G. 0." proceeds to say, "Oh, how life seems made up of
anxious cares! Well, dear brother, it 'must be rest with some of us soon;
and what rest! "
Ah! what indeed! My dear friend adds: "May the dear Lord bless
you and keep you steadfast unto the ond, granting ,you and yours all
needed grace, until His voice is heard whispering to you, 'Oome up
higher.' Ah, then !-who can picture it? "
'Who indeed? Well may the Apostle exclaim, "I reckon that the
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flUfferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the
glory that shall be revealed in us."
By the same post, however, I received another letter from a dear
friend, mentioning a fact of such a very different character. He had been
speaking of attending the funeral of one whom but a few months since
we both met and conversed with, but who has just been c:alled away very
suddenly. Some years my senior, I remember being struck with his
very great energy. The address he gave upon the occasion which called
us together was most animated and interesting. He was one who had
evidently lived for the interest and well-being of others. Self had been
sunk in his ardent wish for the general weal. It was plain, moreover,
that he had been a man of keen observation, and in no small degree
had turned that to account for others' advantage.
Touching upon certain facts which he had gleaned at the place of
interment, my friend says: " The ground in some parts of - - cemetery
is twenty shillings per foot! One gentleman lately secured £3,000
worth for his family vault, and paid the money!"
I thought, if ever I heard of a piece of most consummate folly-yea, of
wicked waste-this exceeded all! What an abuse of the talent entrusted to
him! Let the reader peruse the narrative furnished by my valued correspondent, "J. F. P.," in the March Old Jonathan, if he would have proof of
the immense good one-tithe of that £3,000 would have done to that" poor
rich man's" humbler fellow-creatures! It was only upon the evening
preceding the receipt of the letter to which I have referred that I
remarked, touching upon the intense gratitude manifested by a family for
a very trifling gift, "Of what immelll~e pleasure those deprive them.
selves who hOlU"d rather than dispense God's gifts; how they failed to
realize the reality of that saying of Jesus, 'It is more blessed to give
than to receive.' "
Moreover, such a costly purchase was fostering the pride and indulging
the vanity of the human heart, even beyond the little boundary of
the present fleeting life. In a word, it was pride and arrogancy tampering
with death. It was, methinks, a species of pharisaism carried even to
the tomb, "Come not near me, for I am holier than thou." Whereas
the worms will speedily prove that no gorgeous monument, no costly
tomb, no stone-work, brick-work, cement--no lead, triple-coffin, or lacetrimmed shroud-shall baflle "the worm that destroys this body" or rob
it of its prey. Such absurd folly is, alas! only calculated to cherish
"the worm that dieth not," and to feed "the fire that is never
-quenched."
The case just Damed reminds me of another, whose remains are laid
within the largest space of any tomb with which I am familiar; yet I
have been informed that the occupant of that costly fabric devoted his
Sundays to his ledger, and was proverbial for keeping- the poor at arm's
length. He was notorious for never giving away a sixpence!
In the flame cemetery are mouldering the remains of another, who
chose for a family resting-place a certain spot, because it was next to one
-of title! Poor mortal! in spite of her precaution-for it was one of the
weaker sex that selected the spot-within a few paces-that is, just on
the opposite side of the path-lies a prize-fighter!
Oh, the wretched pride of the human heart! To what fearful extremes
will it go, if left to itself.
How different was the course adopted by the blessed JOHN BERRIDQE.
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This eminent servant of God had so low a view of himself, and:
was so deeply imbued with the conviction of how great a debtor he was
to divine mercy, and that it was" by the grace of God he was what he
was," that, knowing it was in one part of the graveyard of the church
where he ministered that suicides and persons of depraved characters
was interred, he directed that bis remains should be laid among them r
When out upon the home mission, some time since, a friend took me to
Bee dearBERRIDGE'S church and grave. I am sorry that I cannot at the
moment of writing lay my hand upon the note-book into which I copied
the inscription on his tomb. However, both the choice of the spot where
his ashes should rest and the record go to prove, as I have said, how
well he had been taught his own absolute nothingness, and wlbat a debtor 110 was
to rich and free and soverezgn grace!
Just as the foregoing was penned, I happened to glance from my
window, and there saw a hearse and three mourning coaches pass by,
with plumes and trappings, the horses, as usual, tossing their heads, asif, poor dumb creatures as they are, they felt the farce and the absurd
display in which they were called to take so prominent a part. Why,
even BYRON says of such scenes" Of all who flocked to swell or see the show,
Who cared about the corpse? Thefuneml
Made the attraction, and the black the woe;
There throbbed not there one heart that pierced the pall."
Treating upon this same subject, another popular poet writes"Yet surely when the level ray
Of some mild eve's descending sun
Lights on the village pastor, grey
In years ere ours had well begun;
As there, in simplest vestment clad,
He speaks, beneath the churchyard tree,
In solemn tones, but yet not sad,
Of what man is, what man shall be !
And clust'ring round the grave, half hid
By that same quiet churchyard yew,
The rustic mourners bend, to bid
The dust they loved a last adieuThat ray, methinks, that rests so sheen
Upon each brier-bound hillock green
So calm, so tranquil, so serene,
Gives to the eye a fairer sceneSpeaks to the heart with holier b1'eath,
Than all the pageantry of death."

D.

PLEASANT MEMORIES.-No. VI.
ON MY FIFTIETH BIRTHDAY,
WHEN David went in and sat before the Lord, he used these words
" What am I, and what was my father's house, that Thou hast' brought
me hitherto?" This was a very humble retrospeot of the past that David
took. There is no doubt he felt it deeply that the Lord should have
been gracious to him, tbat He should have gran,ted him so many tokens.
for good, that He should have taken him from the sheepcotes, from
following the ewes big with young, to be ruler of Israel.
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David's family was not great in Israel, and he was, like GideoD, tho
least of his father's house. But the Lord's purposes were of love and
mercy towards him, and from a child he was one that feared the Lord.
When but a youth he had learned the power and strength of the great
name J ehovah. In that name he went forth against the lion and the
bear, which would have destroyed the lambs of his father's flock In
that great name he went forth against the giant of Gath and ovm'came
him. In that name he became victor over all his enemies, and over San!,
his swom adversary
Having cast himself in humhle faith aud childlike dependence on the
Lord his God, that faith was tried in every way, until he was prepared of
God for the high office to which the Lord had preferred him. No honours
lle had received, nor the greatness he had achieved, could cause him to
forget his dependence on the Lord: "Thou hast brought me llitherto,"
In looking back during this day, while occupied in my beloved garden,
I have called to remembrance some delightful seasons enjoyed during the
years that are past.
Amongst other periods I call to mind the day on which I reached my
twenty-first year. I had looked forward, as I suppose most young people
do, to the time when I should attain my majority with a pleasure I
could not express. The day came at last, and with it, as is mostly the case
with human wishes set on earthly objects, a great disappointment. I had
fixed my mind on having a few Christian friends on that day at my father's
house, so that I might have a sweet memory of Christian fellowship for
days to come. I doubt not the pride of my heart had something to do in
this arrangement. However, I was disappointed. For some unassigned
reason it could not be. My self-importance received a blow, and I retired in
the morning-for I had determined to be free from labour that day-to
my study, and with pen and paper began to take a review of the past. The
motto with which I began my reflections was "It is ofthe Lord's mercies we
are not consumed." I felt it to be true, and found my heart melting before
the Lord under a sweet sense ofRis mercy, which from everlasting to everlasting is on them that fear Him, had been vouchsafed to me.
While thus engaged the words of the prophet sounded, as it were, in my
ears, and fell into my heart, filling me with gladness, taking away all sense
of disappointment: "From this day I will bless thee." I could realize the
fact not only that the Lord had blessed me above many, but that He would
continue to bless me. I could take it as a promise for good, and have often
been enabled to plead it with good success as dear J acob did, "TlIOU
.saidst, I will surely do thee good." "Do as Thou hast said;" this was
David's pleading.
How great the privilege to be thus favoured to plead with our covenantkeeping, promise-performing God! I have been scorned, cast out as one
who "considered myself one of Heaven's favourites," but I could never
quite give up the hope that it was even so, that I could say with David,
"I am one whom Thou favourest." And sad indeed will be the lot of
those who are not such favoured ones. Was it for nothing that the
cry was written upon my heart in early days, "Remember me with the
favour Thou bearest unto 'fhy people, that I m"ay see the good of Thy
chosen, that I may rejoice in the gladness of Thy nation, that I may glory
with Thine inheritance:" I know that such things nowadays are despised
by too many, who, nevertheless, would take it hard to be thought not
belonging to Christ.
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And now, dear reader, how stands the matter in looking back through
the fifty years that are just or nearly past? or shall we say from the
date to which we have been just now referring? Within eight months
of that date I preached my first sermon in this village, and within eighteen
months I had left the home of my childhood and youth to take up
my dwelling here; and truly I can say, amidst my trials, temptations,
difficulties, and dangers encountered during those twenty-eight years that
have passed away, the mercy of the Lord has been a continued stream,
and His blessing has fallen in showers, gilded as with a sunbeam the
darkest clouds, stilled as with oil the most troubled waters, comforted
the mourner's heart as with a mother's comfort, supported as with the
bread of heaven the labouring heart, revived as with sweet wine the
fainting spirit, and refreshed as with the early dew the withering plant.
Yes, "the blessing of the Lord maketh rich," (and He addeth no
sorrow) has, according to His promise, attended my course ltitherto. Truly
I have not deserved the least of all His mercies. It is true I have too
often forgotten whence those daily mercies came, have too little prized the
blessing, and have been as bad as were Israel of old when they" forsook
the fountain of living waters, and hewed out to themselves broken cisterns
that could yield no water." Yes, this and much more is all true; yethath
the Lord remembered His covenant, and pardoned His servant for His
name's sake. Many of my inventions, like those of Israel, have gone to destruction, but the folly of the inventor has been forgiven.
Oan I look back· and see the streams of mercy and blessing flowing in dry
places like a river, flowing into hearts that were destitute, bringing light
and gladness where darkness and sorrow had long dwelt-can I remember
those who have listened, and do listen still when opportunity offers, to the
Gospel of mercy, who have tasted, and do still taste, the words of divine
life, spiritual power, distinguishing grace, and unalterable love-and not
feel grateful for the fulfilment of the promise, "From this day I will
bless you" ? Oan I forget those dying words of one who departed to the
better land, after having found a lodge in the wilderness for the last four
months of her earthly sojourn under my roof, "The Lord bless you. He
has blessed you, and He will; I know He will"? Yes, He has and He
will: this is my hope on my fiftieth birthday.
It will now be going down-hill. Time passes more swiftly than ever, the
weeks from Sabbath to Sabbath are, or appear to be, shorter than ever,
and the end must be drawing nearer every day.
Oh, the blessing! But for that what a dark future! But for that how
painful the present! But for that the past would be unbearable. Mercy's
ocean swallowed up all sin, darkness, and death, and the bl~ssing, which is
life everlasting, takes their place, "Behold, I make all things new."
Nor can we forget at what a price it was obtained for us. "I am come,
that they might have life." It is by the faith of the Son of God we live,
and that faith has to do with His person, His mission, His suffering, His
death; and, when we get near to Gethsemane and Oalvary, then we feel
sin's smart, then the fountain of life is a fountain of healing waters, a
balm better than that of Gilead, and, being blessed, we bless Him, saying,
" Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy
name."
What changes have taken place in the world since fifty years ago! But
there is no change in Him! Vast have been the improvements in science
for social comfort and the facilitating of business occupations, but this
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Gospel of Oill'S is not susceptible of improvement by the inventions of men.
By the advance oflearning and educational improvements, the knowledge
of the Gospel has been increased and spread abroad amongst thousands
who had never heard of Christ's fame, but the way is as narrow as ever,
the gate is as strait as ever. None can be acceptable to the King without the wedding garment; the lamp of profession is but a poor substitute
for the oil of grace in the vessel-the heart; and while many are running to
and fro, and knowledge is increasing, it is yet an undeniable fact that,
because iniquity abounds, the love of many waxeth cold.
There are, nevertheless, Bome who are "looking for their Lord when
He shall return from the wedding." There are yet a few names in Sardis,
there is yet a longing in some hearts for the cry, "Behold, the Bridegroom
<lometh; go ye out to meet Him." It is true the signs of the times are
alarming, things are tending to a general consumption, determined through
the whole earth, a consuming as with fire of the great apostasy, and some
of us are expecting that the sill'prise of the world, that is at ease, and the
Ohwrcl., which is living delicately, will be great when the Master's voice
shall once more be heard, and it shall be not as the voice of the" Man of
Calvary "-" a loud and lamentable voice "-but the voice of triurrvph, as
the voice of thunder, as the sound of many waters. Yet will it be a familiar
sound to all who" know His voice." Terrible indeed will it be to the
adversaries, who shall call upon the rocks and the mountains to hide them
from the wrath of God and the Lamb.
May you and I, my dear reader, be favoured at that day to find our
safety in the cleft of the Rock Christ J esus.-So prays
Blackmore.
W ILLlAM.
LOOKING TO JESUS.
in the Potter's hands
Oh, may Thy servant be!
What in Thy purpose stands
Perform, dear Lord, in me.
By love constrained, by peace possessed,
May I in Thee, my portion, rest.
Led in an unknown way,
Oh, may I trust Thy care,
And at the mercy-seat
Pour forth my soul in prayer;
And in Thy blest pavilion hide
When nature sinks in trouble's tide!
In everlasting love
May I securely rest,
And fresh anointings prove,
To heal my bleeding breast;
And where affiiction's surges lave
Sing how" the mighty God" can save!
My all is in Thy hands,
I'd not dictate to Thee;
What in Thy purpose stands
Give, do, or be to me.
By love constrained, by peace possessed,
May I in Thee, my portion, rest.
Editor" Gleane1'" and" Sower."
CLAY
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FROM HEART TO HEART.-No. V.
My DEAR FRIEND,-You and I enjoy things that speak to the heart more
than the most learned and correct explanations, because they come by such a
grand and powerful Messenger. Maj esty accompanies the word sui table to,
the state we are in. The cold are warmed by the fire of divine love, the
hungry feed with an appetite on the Bread of Life, and the thirsty drink
largely from the fountain; so are we brought face to fare with our great
Supplier of all needs. Is He not somewhere called" the Bread of Faces "?
A remarkable expression, as if to show the great variety of character He
stood ready to supply. I was much struck the other day by these
precious words for those who are longing but can't find Jesus to be their
Saviour: "Seek ye ME, and ye SHALL live" (Amosv.4), showing that it is
not all seekers that are finders in their own time, but it is all seekers
that live,"" and that shall know it one day.
I hope to write again ere long, but will close this now.
Ever your attached friend,
IJee. 11, 1869.
M.L.M.
My DEAR FRIEND,-I got your most welcome letter this afternoon. My
soul did so drink into that very precious remark of yours, "I will
strengthen thee," says the Lord; fear not, and, if thou canst neither go·
nor stand, "I will carry thee." Oh, you got a drop from the fountain
when you sent me that; and it came along here as "streams that make
glad the city of our God "-in this case one of the citizens. I am really
comforted, also, by finding (but how selfish!) that you are exactly
tried on the same ground as myself about the position in
prayer, or, rather, the blank when in it. Very rarely do I get a
melting season on my knees; indeed, I may say that the very act
of prostration seems to shut np every thonght even, and it is more like
a dog lying down than a living soul before the Lord. I, too, have
wondered if there were others like me-ah, in many ways besides
this one; for when the Lord has sent any message by me, and friends
made too much of me in consequence, I have thought people are only
really known by living with them; and, if you did but know me at home,
you would not think of me above what you ought.
I said to a dear Christian once, "How is it you reprove others, but not
me?" The reply was, "Because I can't see any faults to reprove." TheLord made me honest, and I feelingly replied, "It's only because I manage
to hide them," and the answer of "That may be" was worthy of a
Christian.
But I have wandered a little from the point of prayer we were on.
When I was in that really blessed communion with God, and got up to
see who was at the door, I got up from my chair-not from my kneeS!_
I never had such a season on my knees that I remember. I was lying
with my head back on the arm-chair, lost to all here, till Satan came and
disturbed me; and that is to my soul a mystery why he was allowed to
break in upon such holy ground, unless every moment of this time~state
is marked out not only as regards every circumsta;nce and step towards
• And what a mercy it is, beloved, that it is the very life that prompts the seeking
after Jesus. As the new-born babe turns for nourisbment to the mother who gave it
birth, so the life that J eiUS infuses turns to Him again for its maiutenance.-En.
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heaven, but the filling up of every minute of time even to the visits 0.£
Jesus. In that case I can understand the visit to be broken up, because·
the time had come for it to end. Now, as we are in the secret chambers,
I must tell you that I just left writing tbis for a moment to go down on
my knees and tbank God for this explanation to me, which I have just
written to you, for it comes very blessedly into my own soul. Oh, that
we did more and more " praise the Lord for His goodness, and declare·
what He doeth for the children of men!" Now, in the way already
mentioned, I can go in that position, and thank the Lord from the heart.
If anything particular comes upon the mind to ask Him while I am:
sitting alone, then I prostrate the body at times; but I do not call this.
kneeling down for the purpose of trying to pray. I kneel because I have
something to say, and consider that my body should bend with my heart;.
but when the Lord has something to say to me, and draws the heart to
Himself, it is too much engaged in spirit to think of the body, even as
to position before Him. Hence it is as you say, our sweetest communion
often is in walking or talking. Was it not so with the apostles? Jesus
came when they did not look for Him! But I am so afraid of the devil's
sly traps, that I hope never to give up the form of prayer in secret, night
and morning (though it too often is nothing but form), lost I should
unawares tumble into them, because the Word says, "Take with you:
words, and turn unto the Lord." This, I think, is intended for us when
destitute of the spirit of prayer, especially as the prophet in tnis case
(Hosea xiv. 2) is telling them what to say.*
Before leaving the ground of Satan's devices, I want to ask if you
know what it is, after having to go into the fire, to bring out some precious
metal, to be tempted not to ask again for more faith and teaching, because
of the enemy reminding you what more the body may have to go through
to get at it. I have really been so far shrinking from more trials as to
pause in my prayers for more faith; but, bless the Lord, it has been but a
pause; the poor vessel has righted again, and continued in the wellbeaten track of "Lord, increase my faith," but give strength to bear Thy
will.
Now, about manifestations of grace; if, as you say, I have clearer
ones than you (which I don't feel at all sure about, only yours come in
a different way perhaps to mine), you have not had the long trial I have
had for years on one subject, which has kept me on and off hanging
upon the Lord, often in agony about others. Our Father knows wherethe shoe pinches, but He also knows how to give strength to bear it. But
for this trial I should never have known half I do of the fulness there is
in Christ. The other point in your letter that I wish to notice is about
what persons say of simply" looking to Jesus." I am almost tired of
such hackneyed phrases-indeed, quite so-from the mouths of many
whose hearts know but little of the ways of the Holy Spirit in bringing
us to Jesus. I don't know what they mean, neither do I think they
know themselves often. When John said, "Behold the Lamb of God,"
Jesus was before them, and I suppose that that would be called simply
looking at Him, for up to that time they had had no knowledge of His
even being amongst them, had they? And this appears to have been the
first call-day (see John i. 36 to end); but, when they looked to Jesus
afterwards, it was for what they wanted. Therefore their needs led them
• We pray the reader well to consider the foregoing remarks. They are. highly
important. -En.
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to Him: in the desert for food, on the stormy ocean for safety, in weakness for strength, in sickness for health, &c. But how they looked anywhere and everywhere before looking to Him! In the desert, "Shall
we go into the villages and buy food?" in the boat," they toiled in
rowing." And is not that just like us now? We run here and there in our
distress before we look up and say, "Lord, save, or I perish." I
mean not only in soul matters, but in temporals. If this is what is
meant by "simply looking to Jesus," you see the apostles did not find it
such a simple matter. It's a lifetime lesson, and learnt in the furnace.
Another form or aspect of looking to Jesus, and the one you more
particularly allude to, is respecting your evidences. If you get comfort
under oppression of spirit in hearing that another's pathway resembles
your own, it mnst be because you have seen the Master's teaching in the
pupil, for there is no comfort to be had apart from Him. Well, then,
the reflection of this falls upon your own soul, though you may not be
able to define it in words, but only feel it at heart. This is very different
from looking out for comfort at others, and we shall, I believe, never
find it by thus "measuring ourselves," &c. This, I think, is the right
place for that text, and not the one to which you have been often pointed.
The right time and place for words make all the difference, for a poor
soul's distress may be added to by misquoting, or rather misplacing, the
Word. Poor Job knew something of this when he said, "How forcible
are right words, but what doth your arguing reprove? " (Job vi. 25.) And
do you not think that Solomon, also, teaches us to observe well the fact of
time and place when he says, "To everything- there is a season, and a
time to EVERY purpose under the heaven" ? (Eccles. iii. 1.)
By-the-bye, will not this give us a Scripture proof for what I wrote
about the reason of interruptions to the visits of Jesus in sweet communion i' For Solomon says, "There is a time to embrace. and a time to
refrain from embracing;" for whose embraces but His are worth
recording l'
Now, dear friend, if you do not tire of reading, I am tired of writing;
so good-night, and may our Father let a little sunshine down upon you
from that blest abode where your dear son is in its full Maze for ever.
Yours affectionately,
.Mat·ch 2, 1869.
M.L.M.
[The beloYed writer of the foregoing letters is by no means singular or
alone in her experience as to the attitude in prayer. At any rate her
-state of mind upon the matter and our own are in perfect accordance. It
has oftentimes been a source both of surprise and regret to us that
we so rarely realize any power in prayer when upon our knees! It may in
part be attributable to physical causes. A slender frame may not suffer
from the attitude of kneeling as a stouter one does, precisely as the one
-can walk up-hill without inconvenience, when the other pants for breath,
and at times, it may be, feels as though the heart's action must stop.
These ailments belong to our poor frail bodies, the which the Lord
tenderly and lovingly takes into account.
Times without number have we risen from our knees with a sigh and
a groan because of the heartlessness, the deadness, the formality, the
mere duty in which we have been engaged; and yet, perhaps, in one
moment when leaving that prostrate position with that sigh and that
groan, there has been an instantaneous uplifting of soul-the heart cry

The Gospel M ag·azi1tc.

\

253

for pardon, forbearance, protection, guidance, blessing! A mental
acknowledgment, "Lord, I am only safe in Thy hands. Lord, although
I have failed to pray as I fain would pray, yet Thou knowest I feel
my guiltiness, my nothingness, my utterly helpless and most needy
condition; and Thou knowest, too, Lord, I feel likewise that Thou-and
Thou alone-canst counsel, guard, and guide. Moreover, Lord, Thou
knowest that I feel all to be a blank-an utter void-without Thee." Ah!
yes, out of this very dearth and deadness in the so-to-speak "knee-prayer"
has sprung the heartfelt cry, "Whom have I in heaven but Thee?
and there is none upon earth I desire in comparison with Thee." Personally, we do not believe that that cry has ever burst from the heart
with anything like the frequency that it has of late. It may be that it
is because it is so closely identified with the further language of the
Psalmist, "My flesh and my hea'rt faildh (such is necessarily the case with
the decline of years), but God is the strength of my heart, and my portion
for ever."
With I'espect to the attitude in prayer, we read of the prophet Ezekiel
in connection with the appearance of the glory of the Lord, " And when
I saw it, I fell upon my face, and I heard a voice of One that spake."
It is specially worthy of notice, however, that in Ezekiel's case, as with
the prophet Daniel, of whom we twice read that" he was in a deep
sleep, with his face towMds the ground," when the Spirit touched them,
they were both set upon their feet!
We know that, in the depths of his anguish about his child, "David
fasted, and went in, and lay all night upon the earth." Ezra" rent his
garment and his mantle, andfell upon Ms knees, and spread out his hands
unto the Lord his God." When told to "Bet his house in order, for he
was to die, and not live," "Hezekiah turned his face toward the wall, and
prayed unto the Lord."
When Daniel knew that the writing was
signed, he went into his house, Bnd his window being open in his
chamber toward Jerusalem, he "kneeled upon his knees tht"ee times a day,
and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime."
Perhaps, however, the most singular posture is that of the prophet
Elijah, when he went up to the top of Carmel, and cast himself down
upon the earth, and put fItS face between his knees, whilst in prayer and
supplication before the Lord. But we have abundant reason to suppose
that just prior to that, when addressing the selfsame almighty One, he
stood erect, and with uplifted head and hands, whilst offering his memorable
prayer at the time of the evening sacrifice.
In alluding again, however, to the attitude in prayer, our own mind
has oftentimes been cheered by the record, 2 Sam. vii. 18, where, after
the Lord's blessed assurances to the Psalmist by the mouth of Nathan
the prophet, we read, "Then went king David in, and sat before the
Lord, and he said, Who am I, 0 Lord God? and what is my house,
that Thou hast brought me hitherto?" Now, the whole context goes
to prove that that was a most acceptable service to the Lord. In spite
of posture or position, it is clear that the whole heart and soul of
the Psalmist was absorbed in adoring wonder and admiration.
Again, if the only acceptable worship were offered upon the knees,
what shall we say of David's utterance, " When I remember Thee upon my
bed, and meditate upon Thee in 'the night-watches'?" Moreover, what
shall we say of the bride in the Canticles, who declares, "By night, on
my bed, I sought Him whom my soulloveth "? Upon the same principle,
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what becomes of the meditations, the communings, the day-by-day
lookings and longings of the weak and the languishing upon their beds
of prostration and pain? or the beseechings and implorings, the sighs and
,cries, of men of business-weight and anguish and care, as, during the
sleeplessness of the night-season, they wrestle with the Lord God of
Sabaoth, in prospect of the men and the measures they have to meet and
to grapple with on the coming day? Ah! if prayer were confined to set
places and special times, what becomes of such seasons as these, in
regard to which the Lord hath, in ten thousand instances, as with Jacob
of old, allowed the wrestlers to prevail with Himself, and concerning which
it may be said, "He blessed him there!" Yea, in the night-season, in
their tossings and entreaties and importunings, He has at length whispered
the "It is well." He has dropped one of His precious home-and-heartspoken "Fear-nots" into their anguished souls, and in a moment all
has been well! They have, as it were, afresh fallen asleep upon the
bosom of a precious Christ, and in due time have arisen and gone forth
in the strength of that God-given word to renew the battle of life!
Again, if streets and lanes, courts and alleys, shops and factories
.and counting-houses, could speak, ah, what would they tell about
upliftings of heart, ougtoings of soul, sighs and cries, groans and tears, as
presented at the mercy-seat?
Let us not, however, be misunderstood in the remarks we have made,
as though we were indifferent about the attitude of prayer. Blessed be
God, we have experienced precious seasons, on some occasions, when
upon our knees! Yea, such seasons have they been as to prompt one day
by day to be found in the selfsame attitude, with the hope of a renewal
,of so rich a mercy. Let not the reader, therefore, be discouraged
because of the coldness and seeming formality which too commonly
characterize his attempts to pray. Few there are, we believe, of the
Lord's children who have not, at times at least, been thankfully surprised by an enlargement of heart and an outpouring of the spirit of
grace and supplication, when perhaps they bowed the knee, more particularly at morn or eventide, under fear and apprehension that they
should be the subjects of that but too frequent coldness, heaviness, and
.heartlessness of which we have spoken.-EDITOR. ]

SUBSTITUTION.
was a religious man in his way, and I think it may be said, without
want of charity, that until be committed murder he would have been
received into our fashionable religious society much more favourably than
Abel, because he did not insist on this obnoxious doctrine of substitution.
How much oftener the question is asked, "What are you doing for the
Lord?" than" What has tile Lord done for you?" Ca£n'a mind was
occupied in w:hat he thought he was doing for God, and he could boast
of his offering; whereas Abel's mind was occupied with what God would
do for him, namely, pardon his sins and accept his person through the
blood of the atonement.-From" Foundat£on Stones," by Rev. Hely H. A.
ilm£tli.
DAIN
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COSTLY RELIGION.
.;;, ANn pray let me hear what is the foundation of your religion?" asked
a smart young revivalist of an old saint who had grown wrinkled and
hoary under the weight of years and trouble. " My son," replied the
aged woman, "I have paid for my religion-not for my salvation, for
Christ settled all that long ago; but my religion has cost me a good bit
of trouble. It has been very expensive in many ways, inward and outward, I assure you. Now let me hear a little of what yO!tr religion bas
cost you, and then we shall be able to talk about the foundation." The
young man said he would call another day, and wait for a more convenient season to go into all that. But she was a wise old woman, mado
wise unto salvation by divine teaching. A religion that costs nothing is
worth nothing, and those who are brought by sovereign power into the
school of grace know something of the cost. All true religion begins in
.Jesus, the Head of the body, "the fulness of Him that filleth all in all; "
and Scripture largely tells us of all it cost the dear Redeemer to provide
for the religion of His elect. Ohrist is set forth as the sinner's Substitute and the saint's example; and this is a whole Ohrist, as revealeu in
the Gospel. But God will have evidences of the reality of His own
work on theJ.heart of a sinner, and the test of vitality is that the sinner
shall require evidences for hi m self. We read in Jeremiah xxxii. that
the prophet was commanded to buy a field as an earnest that the land
from which Judah was exiled for their sins should be restored to them
when the term of their captivity expired, and the purchase. was to be
effected according to law by sealed and open evidences. This Old Testament usage may represent the internal and external character of a divine
work upon the soul, but the evidence that satisfies an observer is no satisfaction to a believer, and that which satisfies the believer affords no
evidence to others. The secret and internal evidences may be summed
up briefly as Light and Love. We read in creation work, "God said, Let
there be light, and there was light." Again we read, "Light is sown
for the righteous; " and again, "The light shineth in darkness, and the
darkness comprehended it not." These three declarations wonderfully
trace out the history of every child of God. The word of command goes
forth with power, "Let there be light," and light is-the light of life is
imparted. Then the subJects of this light are thus defined: "Light is
sown for the righteous"-for that part and portion of mankind of whom
God says, as He did to the old-world preacher, Noah, "Thee have I seen
l·ighteous." These are God's elect, chosen in Ohrist and viewed as
righteous. For these" light is sown," and in due time the quickening
Spirit causes the tender seed to shoot, which throws out a root downward
.and a blade upward, answering to the description, "The light shineth in
darkness, and the darkness comprehended it not;" for, while this process is
going on in the soul, the subject of it is ignorant of the mercy manifested. A divine and enduring work when beguu in the heart seldom
<Jonveys any evidence to the sinner. He mourns, while angels rejoice;
heaven's gate is opened for him, while he fears hell yawns to receive him.
.At this crisis neither men nor devils could persuade him there is no hell.
He feels it, he fears it, for he deserves it. Jesus, the Morning Star,
has risen, but it is dark as night around-" darkness that may be felt."
{)thers hope that this is the beginning of a day of grace, but the awakened
aI'S it is but the beginning of endless woe. And thus the first evidence
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of mercy brings misery to the quickened soul, and the cry of the sinner is,
" Oh, show me a token for good!" Oarnal convictions end in despair, or
are buried in oblivion by the power of the world, the flesh, and the devil;
but God's people have this vital mark that their convictions are of God,.
they want some evidence that they shall be saved.
When it was revealed to Abraham that he should passess the land of
Oanaan, the father of the faithful immediately asked, "Lord God,
whereby shall I know that I shall inherit it?" This is a sample of
God's dealings with His saints in all ages. It is part of the plan of
God's salvation that all who are awakened by grace to see their danger
shall seek for evidences, and never rest satisfied till they get an assurance
of their interest in Ohrist-" the light of the knowledge of the glory of
God in the face of Jesus Ohrist." This is the true light that lighteth
every man that cometh into the world of grace, which is "the love of
God shed abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghost." This removes slavish
fear, brings joy and peace in believing, and in Scripture language
" gives beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garments of
praise for the spirit of heaviness."
There are many terms employed in the Word to express the nature and
character of the satisfying evidence, which flows from the love of God,
and brings love into the soul. Similar to the office-names of the Lord
Jesus, that in their rich variety meet the needs of the Lord's needy
people, so the work of the Spirit is equally varied in the figures used to
denote the nature and character of assurance. Our Lord speaks of this
internal evidence under the term of "truth": "Ye shall know the·
truth, and the truth shall make you free." "But the Oomforter, which is
the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, He shall teach
you all things." "Howbeit, when He, the Spirit of Truth, is come, He
will guide you into all truth," and so comfort the soul in and through the
truth. It is called the spirit of adoption, for it communicates the fact
of childship, which the poor sinner deems an impossibility, because of the
sins he has committed and also feels working within. But the same cry
uttered by the lips of the Lord of life and glory, "Abba, Father," is put
into the heart of the child of God, and the blest relationship is owned by.
tokens of love'and unity of heart with God's Word and ways. It is,
called "the earnest of the Spirit" in 2 Oorinthians i. 22, which is
explained in Ephesians i. 13, as "the Holy Spirit of promise," which
promise is the seal, earnest, pledge, and token of the inheritance (see
verse 14). The promises of God, being all "yea and amen in Ohrist,
unto the glory of' God," when in any measure brought home to the heart
by the Spirit, become the evidence that those to whom the promise is
made are the "children of promise," heirs of God, and must in the
fulness of time enter into the inheritance prepared for them. H only
one word be spoken home to the heart by divine power, this is enough
as an earnest of all, and is the seal or stamp that gives validity to the
purchase. The ancient Ohurch had to live upon one promise for many a
long day: "The seed of the woman shall bruise the serpent's ·head."
In Ephesians i. 17, it is called the "spirit of wisdom and revelation
in the knowledge of Ohrist." This is to have the eyes of the
spiritual understanding opened so as to see Jesus Ohrist made of God
uoto poor helpless sinners" wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and
redemption;" wisdom to meet their ignorance, righteousness to provide
for their shortcomings and misdoings, sanctification to meet their want of
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'holiness, and redemption to ransom them from the grasp of Satan, the
dominion of sin, death, hell, and the gravo. Further, it is called" the
'BFirit of grace and supplication," because the heart set at liberty as
to relationship with God breathes out requests, communings, aspirations,
and affections unknown while held under legal terrors and slavish
fear. There is a going out of the heart after God in divine union with
the truth, in holy desires to know and do His will, in humble acknowledgment of daily transgression, in childlike pleadings of promises needed
,or applied. All this, and much more, is comprehended by " the spirit of
.grace and supplication," which sends the Lord's freed people often to a
throne of grace, not upon their knees only, but on all or any occasion
when the Spirit of God breathes upon them, and they are enabled to
-dart up a prayer, a desire, a promise, a thought toward God. At such
times the enemy is off guard, so to speak, and this direct communication,
warm from the heart, takes Satan by surprise; and these breathings of
the Spirit are wonderfully powerful in obtaining" mercies of the God of
·heaven."
This blessing, furthermore, is spoken of as "remission of sins,"
"forgiveness of sins," "receiving the atonement," "reconciliation,"
", pardon" through the Word, " peace" through the blood; and all these
varied expressions meet in one point, "The Spirit itself beareth witness
with our spirit that we !j,re the children of God." And this is the evidence
that satisfies the soul, and to enj oy which the cry raised up in the heart and
that marks vitality is, "Say unto my soul, I am thy salvation." Olouded,
it may be, after the most satisfactory evidence, called in question over
and over again; but the remembrance of the fact is never forgotten, and
the child of God, in the midst of all doubts and fears, sinkings and questionings, still clings to the time when this blessing was vouchsafed, and
longs for a fresh discovery of " the love of God shed abroad in the heart,"
some new token of favour, some word spoken with power, some fresh
feeling of interest in salvation blessings, whereby liveliness in soul,
spirituality of mind, desires after enlarged manifestations of divine grace
may again be enjoyed. But desires are not satisfying to the believer,
though blessed marks of divine grace in the soul. The only evidence
that carries with it divine satisfaction is the voice of the Lord, by what·ever medium that word may be spoken, which reveals the fact to the
soul that a poor sinner is loved by God and interested in Ohrist's salvation; and this is the Spirit's work to make these blessed truths known to
the heart.
l'wo ceremonials in the Jewish dispensation declared the blessedness of
-pardon and liberty under the Gospel. The first, the day of atonement,
being a yearly remembrance of the sin of Israel nationally; and as a
typical people, on the tenth day of the seventh month the two goats
were to be brought forth, one slain, with all the sins of Israel publicly
,confessed over it and transferred to it, representing the death of Oh.rist
as the sinner's Substitute. The live goat was to bear upon him all their
iniquities into a land not inhabited, representing the blessed declaration,
"Their sins and iniquities will I remember no more," and the Gospel
truth, "Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath
translated us into the kingdom of His dear Son, in whom we have
redemption through His blood, even the f6rgiveness of sins." Ohrist
,Jesus, as the Sin-bearer, thus takes away the guilt, burden, and condemn ation of sin into a land of forgetfulness, and those thus mercifully dealt
u
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with feel the force of the words given to ancient Israel, "It shall be u·
Sabbath of rest unto you, and ye shall afflict your souls by a statute for
ever." The sins so graciously forgotten by God are remembered by the
saints, whereby the exceeding l'iches of the mercy vouchsafed are
heightened, while a blessed Sabbath of rest in the soul is enjoyed.
But further, this Gospel privilege of liberty was set forth by the
Jewish ordinance of the year of jubilee. The first day in each halfcentury was to be observed by the restoration of mortgaged property
and the redemption of such Israelites as were sold through poverty for
bond-servants (Lev. xxv. 10). In both cases we have figured out great
Gospel truths, which are matters of experience to the elect of God.
" The land is mine, saith the I,ord: for they are my servants, which I
brought forth out of the land of Egypt." Hence liberty must be proclaimed; and when God proclaims, then liberty is realized. When the
year of release comes, Israel must enjoy a jubilee and retm'n unto his
possession. This is the period to which God's burdened, law-condemned,
guilt-stricken people look forward with desire, with prayer, with
anxiety; and, when it comes, this is the satisfying evidence of God's
eternal love and the sinner's interest in Christ's great salvation:
"Because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into
your hearts, crying, Abba, Father." But the pathway to get at this is
through tribulation, more or less. It is a religion that costs something, as
every child of God knows. Observers may have full satisfaction that a
work of grace is begun in the heart of those who are yearning for liberty,
but their assuranee is no testimony to the true-born child; they must
have God's word for it, the Spirit's lOeal, and then they are satisfied; but
till the day of release come "they grope for the wall as the blind."
Sighs, and tears, and groans are often repeated; they are tossed as " a
rolling thing before the whirlwind." Full of alarms, doubts, and fears;.
they know not their way to the city; they are terrified at the Word of
God, at the experience of God's saints, at the prospect of death and
judgment; they can scarcely trace out any tokens for good or proofs of
divine favour; all seems against them; they are hateful to themselves, and
they fear they are hateful to God; their religion is a costly matter, and in
this way the foundations of faith are made known to the sinner by the
revelation of divine truth to the soul. The knowledge of sin and a
sense of salvation make an experimental Christian, and to realize these
two blessings is to have the doctrines of grace in the heart. "They shall
be taught of God," is the Old Testament promise, and the words of our
Lord shall be fulfilled in every believer: "When He, the Spirit of
Truth, is come, He shall lead you into all truth "-not to all alike in a
way of judgment and knowledge, but in a way of heart-work and gracious experience. "Who loved me, and gave Himself for me," is the
summary of divine truth and of a Scriptural creed. The glorified above
and the redeemed upon earth join in the same song, to the praise of
free, sovereign, and distinguishing grace; "Unto Him that loved us, and
washed us from our sins in His own blood, and hath made us kings and
priests unto God and His Father, to Him be glory and dominion for ever
and ever. Amen."
"I LOVE Him-yes, I do love Jesus; and I will praise Him. Oh, how
I will praise Him in heaven for ever! "-Rev. IJavid Moir, of the Edinb7trflh
City Mission.
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SUPPORT IN LIFE AND SUOOOUR IN DEATH.
(Continuedj"ompage 210.)

-)

I FEEL deeply humbled before the Lord, and yot very thankful to Him,
for having made me the instrument of her conversion.
It was li>rougbt about in this way. As we were living in the
same family, I took occasion, as opportunity offered, of speaking to
her about her soul and eternal things, the same as I did to everyone around me; but she was the only one that the Lord the Spirit
l)lessed to her savingly wnat I said; and, like Lydia of old, the
Lord opened her heart to attend unto the things which were spoken.
This caused an entire change in her thoughts and feelings. She was, so
far as outward deportment went, most upright and moral before that, but
felt not that she was a sinner before God, or that she had committed
any l)articular sin that merited His anger. She thought the place was
too dull and !Iuiet, began to feel very unhappy and miserable, could not tell
"'hat was amiss with herself, or what had come to her, and coulcl not
take any pleasure in former things, as once she did. She had always
been in the habit of going to the annual Swiss ball, held in London, since
she first came to England. When the time came round for it to take
place again, she came to me and said, "Tell me what you think, whether
it would be wrong in me to go to my Swiss ball? I shall offend many if
I do not go." I answered, "Well, my religion would not let me go to
a ball. Whoever I offended by it, I would rather do so than offend God;
and now I do not think your religion will let you go." She said, "I
should not be lUlIppy if I went, and I will not go." So she did not go, and
had to suffer some little persecution for it, by being caUeel a Methodist,
and thought herself better than others; uut the Lord graciously kept and
upheld her, put His fear in her heart, and enablecl her to follow Him
tbrough evil I'eport as well as good report.
The books I read and lent her were a great comfort and help to her,
especially the GOSPEL MAGM~INE. And the Editor, though she never saw
him or heard him preach, she loved much in the Lord, and for the
truth's sake, and always enjoyed his writings and books, ana often got a
helping word from them. As she advanced in tbe divine life the Lord
opened up to her, by little and little, fresh discoveries of herself as a
sinner, so that she was often cast down .s.t what she saw and felt in her..
solf, and thought she could not possibly be a child of God. But the Lord
onabled me to point out to her that it is no proof of Our not being children of
God because we feel what wretched guilty sinners we are, but a sure proof
ot the contrary,..that we are children of God, as, when the Lord has put His
fear in our hearts, it makes us then hate sin; and all the corruptions and
pollutions we find within us make us groan and cry out, as the poet so
truthfully describes" Shocked at the sight, we straight cry out, .
'Can ever God dwell here?'"
And, however great the mystery may be and is, it is only in such that the
I.Jord does dwell, for as another sweet writer has said"It is a proof of life within,
To groan beneath the power of sin."
u 2
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Were it not so, we should often get into a self-righteous, self-conceited,
and, what is much worse, a self-deceiver! state, thinking ourselves better
than others we hear of, who complain of these things. We should not feel
and prize the preciousness of the bloed of Jesus to cleanse us from all sin
if we did not feel what sin was. The more we are led and taught by the
Holy Spirit, the greater sinners we shall feel ourselves to be, and the
greater Saviour we shall then feel Jesus to be. She found the workings and
feelings of her heart laid open in those precious hymns of dear Hart's. A
copy she much prized, that was given her by that dear man of God, the
late Mr. GRACE, of Brighton. When visiting Brighton she much enjoyed
his preaching and his conversation, because he could converse with her
in her own tongue. And here I must say the name of that dear man
of God is most dear to my heart, because the Lord made him the means of
showing me where I was and what I was, when once visiting Brighton, frqm
those words: "What meanest thou, 0 sleeper? arise, call upon thy
God." Never shall I forget it; it seemed as though he had come straight
{>ut of heaven with the message for me !
Never has anyone been more astonished than the writer at the way
the Lord has answered some of his prayers. On the day of our marriage
I had asked and begged of the Lord to give us a special word and blessing for the day, and on taking such an important step-not that we had
any doubt about the Lord having led us to it, for we had prayed long
years before, and. the fear of taking a false step had prevented me from
taking it years before I did-but now a special promise I wanted, but could
not get it, though I was up early on the morning of that day. and
searched the Bible everywhere, but could get no word, and closed the
book again with sorrow. However, suddenly the thought occurred,
"Look and see what the portion of Scripture for the day is in Dr.
Hawker's "Morning Portion." I did so, and shall never forget it as
long as I live. This was the portion: "From this day will I bless you."
I never saw then a word that followed, or could stop to read, but cried
out, "Lord, it is enough! That will do. Thou hast given me what I
have been asking and longing for. With Thy blessing we are blessed
indeed; and Thou hast blessed me with one of Thine own children, that
Thou ditIst first bless me to ; so that there is a double blessing." But now I
had novel' thought that pains, and sorrows, and afflictions, and even
death, was a part of the blessing, and included in it. And, when these
things began to come upon me, it was as though some strange things had
happened unto me, and often made me question the reality of all I have
tasted, handled. and felt of the things of God in my soul. And I am quite
sure I have had, and still have, the Lord's blessing. But the way fresh
manifestations of it keep coming quite astonishes me sometimes. So
opposite, so contradictory, and sometimes so painful: to flesh and blood quite
mortifying.
.
The dear one's health soon gave. way; the changeable climate of
England always seemed to give her colds and asthma. The eight short
years of our union saw as many doctors as years of it.
But I will come now to the close of her life, and her last dying hours,
and how she was enabled to triumph over the devil, and come off more
than conqueror through Him that had loved her.
One morning as I entered the room she said, "The Lord has been
with me in the night, and it was so sweet." "Did He give you any word
to comfort you?" I asked. " Yes," she said, "He told me He would
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never leave me nor forsake me." "No," I said, "He never will, blessed
be His holy name."
On that night I sat up myself, and sent the nurse to bed; and it was
delightful to be with her, and hear the gratitude, praise to the Lord,
and thankfulness of her heart. She joined with me in prayer and
praising the Lord the whole night.
Soon afterwards the dreadful conflict with the enemy began. The devil
told her she was too great a sinner for Ohrist to save; and she was often
much distressed on that account, and feared she should be cast off. But
I reminded her of what the Lord had said to her, that He would never
leave her nor forsake her. This seemed to comfort her. I read portions
of the Word of God to her, and asked if she felt all her sins were pardoned
and washed away through the blood of Ohrist. "Yes," she replied,
" praised be His holy name, I do; He is so good to me, the Lord is, and
I feel myself such a great sinner." "The greater I:linners we feel ourselves to be," I said, "we shall feel what a great Saviour we have.
A little sinner and a g1'eat Saviour would never match. And He has
graciously said, 'Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.'
No, blessed be His holy name, He will not cast you away. He will come
to you again, and speak pardon to your soul. He says, 'I will see
you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man takethfrom
you.' "
Two days before she died the Lord kindly sent her niece to nurse and
attend upon her, the only relative she had in England, except a brother,
who is often on the Oontinent. Her niece Marie being a godly and
gracious character, she was a great blessing and comfort, both to her
aunt and myself, being like-minded with us in good things. And her
aunt, in her last hours, seemingly lost her acquired tongue, the English,
and could only talk in French to her niece. I had never heard of a case
like this before, but a lady told me it is often that a person dies with the
mother tongue in which they are born, and lose every other tongue.
She began now to be in great distress and trouble of mind. A great
terror seized her, and she uttered exclamations of fright and fear. I said
to Marie, "What is amiss with your aunt? Beg of her to keep quiet,
and not to exhaust herself by talking." "Oh," she said, "aunt is jr":'ug
through such a dreadful and terrible place. She iells me it jp ;'0 dark,
and it thunders and lightens awfully, and asks me if I d" .L1ot see it and
hear it, and it is up such a steep hill too. There is a lOt of people trying
to stop her, and one horrid-looking man always close to her, and by her,
who says he will have bel' ; be will not leave her, amI she cannot get rid
of him. At this, I perceived it was none other than Satan making his
last attack upon her, now in the droadful valley of the shadow of death,
and then it was I understood what the day before the dear one kept
saying to me, " Oh, do send that horrid man away from me; he says he
willllave me, and I told him "-and she lifted bel' right arm out of bed
and shook it at him-' It is rubbish! it is rubbish! '" I said, "Oh, my
dear one, there is no man here, and nu one, I am sure, will hurt you," not
knowing then what she meant. But when she was telling out the fright,
fear, and ('onflict she was in, I said to her, "Is Satan iroubling you? "
"He is," she said, "lie is,. and he tells me he willllave me." I said, "Tell
him what the Lord Jesus told him--to leave you, to go away from you;
tell him he will never have you j it is no use his staying. Tell him you
are washed in the blood of Ohrist, tell him you are clothed in His righ-
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teousness, tell him you belong to Christ, who bought you with His own
most precious blood."
I was so distressed I cried out aloud to the Lord, that He would bruiso
Satan under her feet, and not let him so trouble her; and I walked about
the ,room agonizing with the Lord on her behalf.
Going back to the bedside, I said, "My darling, is Satan still troubling
you?" "No," she said, "he is gone now." We blessed and praised the
Lord for that, and almost shouted victory for putting Satan to flight.
The dear one uttered sentences we could not hear, we could not always
catch. She said to her niece, "I feel so tired, I must rest, and you,
too; but let us go to God now for a little while. But we must be clean
and holy to go to Him. Do not leave me alone; it is so difficult up this
hill. Oh, how I wish I were there!" "Whore?" said Marie. "In heaven
with the Lord. And you must not be dull when I am gone; you must
come too, and write down all I have said." "Yes, I hope to meet yo
in our heavenly home," sa.id Marie. "Oh yes, the I.ord is so good to
me; He tells me He will never leave me." Isaiah xli. 10, was repeated
to her in French by Marie. "Oh, yes," she said, "I do feel all this."
Then after a few minutes she said, "Are you not ready to start?"
" Where to, aunt?" " To heaven," she said. Her breathing now became
difficult and distressing-, and she said, "You must help me up this great
hill." " Jesus will help yOll, and be with you," said Marie. The dear
one then began praying in French for the Lord to be with her and carry
her safe through. The wicked one came again, and told her that Iw was
all in all. "No, aunt, Jesus is all in all, and the Lord is watching- over
you, and will keep you safe unto the end." Revelation iii. 11, was
repeated to her in French. " Ah!" she said, " Jesus now tells me tha t
He is all in all." ~'his gave her great joy and relief. She now seemed
absorbed in meditation and prayer. Luke xxiv. 43, was repeated in
French. " Oh, ye~," she said, "I feel very happy, and wish to be there
now." This verse was given her:" Sccbe tes pleurs, econte, ame faible et soulfrante :
Dans le Seig-ncur Jesus as-tu mis ton attente?
Quelles douleurs encore pourraient troubler tes pas!
Aujourd'hui. dit Jesus, encore quelques alal'mes,
Encore qUf~Jques soucis, quelques maux, quelques larlllcs;
Ton Sauveur, t0n Jesus, du ciel, te tend les bras."
(" Dry thy tears, listen, soul weak and faint:
In tbe Lord Jcsus hast thou put thy trust?
What pains yet could trouble thy steps!
To.day, says Jesus, only a few more trials,
Only }t few mure sorrows, few pains, few tears;
Thy SavioUl', tby Jesus, from heaven, opens His al·ms.")
She said it was so beautiful and nice, and just what she wanted, and
often sa:d, " Dear Lord, do help me, and eome and take me." " Do you
feel happy in the Lord?" I, Oh, yes, very happy." I then said to her,
"My precious one, I am going to read to you about heaven, where you
will very soon be; " and I read several ch apters in Revelation. Her eyes
were wide open, looking up in sclem!! wonder, as if she saw all that I
was reading about. I saw life was now ebbing fast away, and longed
for yet another word from the dear one before she left earth for heaven.
I said, "My precious one, is Jesus with you now, and are you happy ill
Him?" Her lips moved, but she could not speak. The thought occurred
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to me she might possibly be able still to spoak in her own tongue. I said
to Marie, "Put that question to your aunt," which she did; then put
her ear to her aunt's lips to listen. After a few minutes I said, "Well,
what does she say?" It was this: "J e suis hOlll'euse! heureuse! J e
vois Jesus, et la parte du ciel ouverte pour moi!" (" I am happy!
happy! I see J.esus, and the door of heaven open for me !") Then in a.
short time after she breathed out bel' soul into the bosom of that Jesus
that she saw waiting- to receive her.
(To

ue

continued.)

"WHO SHALL ROLL AWAY THE STONE?"
"Ancl they said among themselves, Who shall mU away the stone from the d001·
of the sepulchre? And when they loolcecl they saw that the stone was 1·ollecl away.
-MARK xvi. 3, 4.
WHAT poor feeble ones were saying
Eighteen hundred years ago,
We, the same weak faith betraying,
Say in OtW sad hours of woe:
Looking at some trouble lying
In the dark and dread unknown,
We, too, often ask with sighing" Who shall roll away the stone? "
Thus with care our spirits crushing,
When they might horn care be free,
And in joyous song out-gushing
Rise in rapture, Lord, to Thee.
For, before the day has euded,
Oft we've had with joy to own
Angels have from heaven descended,
And have rolled away the stone.
M,wya storm-cloud sweeping o'er us
Never poured on us its rain;
M'l,l1y a grief that rose before us
Never came to cause us pain:
Ofttimes in the feared to-morrow
Sunshine comes-the cloud has flown!
Ask not, then, with anxious sorrow-" Who shall roll away the otone ? "
Burden not thy soul with sadness,
Make a wiser, better choice;
DJ'ink thy cup of life with gladness.
God. hath bidden thee rejoice.
In the light He gives thee basking,
Leave to-marrow's cares alone;
Mar not present joys by asking" Who shall roll away the stone? "

"MANY nights have I lain with pleasure in the churchyard of Old
Dailly, and made a grave my pillow. Frequently have I resorted to the
old walls above the glen, near to Camragan, and there sweetly rested.
His covenant is well ordered, everlasting, and sure, and Christ is the
Surety of it. I know that my Redeemer livetb."-John Stevenson, a lanalabourer.
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A SERMON,
PREACHED AT CHARLES CHAPEL, PLYMOUTH, BY THE I.ATE REV. G. D. DOUDNEY"
APRIL 5, 1863.

"If ?le then be 1'isen witl6 Christ, seek those thin.qs wlticlt a1'e above, when;
Ch1'ist siUeth on the ;dgltt hand of God. Set your (f/fcction on things above,
not on tltings on the earth. For ye are dead, and YOUI' llfc is Md with Chn'st
in God. When CM'ist, wl;o 1:8 our l~fe, shall appu{If', thcn shall yc also appear
with Him in glory."-COL. iii. 1-4.
WE always find the Apostle manifesting his great desire, with regard to
the churches to whom he wrote, that they should not stop short of the one
glorious mark, which is tlw person and fulness of Christ,. therefore he is,
constantly bringing forward the subj ect in his epistles. Every line
seems to tend to this one centre; but he never leads us here to contemplate Christ alone, but he would have us contemplate Him as the Head of
His body, the Chmch, and her standing in union to Him; so that, whatever He is in His glorious person, He is not that for Himself alone, but
He is all that as the Head of His body, so that all the glory He now
possesses, as He is raised' up at the right hand of the Father, the Church
possesses in Him.
I shall never forget when the Lord first opened the secret to my soul
that, in contemplating my most glorious Christ seated in heaven, I was t()
see myself in all His perfection and beauty seated there.
It was a great many years ago that Krummacher wrote his "Elij ah."
When he had written it, the devil very well knew there were many very
precious things in it concerning Christ and the glory that was given to
the Church in Him before the foundation of the world; he was, therefore, very active in endeavouring to destroy what was contained in that
wonderful book. Some person wrote to the Religious Tract Society, and
sent the book to them, where there were many alterations made in it.
The Tract Society have a standard, and whatever they get into their
hands they reduce to that standal'd, lest it should savour a little of what
they would call Antinomianism.
One day as I was walking through the streets of London, full of doubt
and fear lest, after all, mine was only an educational religion, I stopped at
an old book-stall, where I saw this very book in its original form, without
the least abridgment. My eyes rested on the words of Paul, where he
says, "When I look up to heaven, and see Christ sitting there, I see
myself sitting there as I stand in union to Him; so that I not only see
Christ, but I see Paul there." I very soon bought the book, and took it
home, the words came with s11ch power and sweetness into my heart,
with such a blessed apprehension of the person and fulness of Christ,
and the fulness of the meaning of that word, "who hath raised us up
together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus"
(Eph. ii. 6).
Dear brother, can you contemplate yourself thus in yom risen and
exalted Christ? You are continually thinking," If I could but get a
little more of the sweetness of it, I should then enjoy these things more,'~
but He has given you Himself, which is more than enjoyment-He has
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given you all He is, and all He has; for "all are yours, and ye are
Christ's, and Christ is God's" (1 Cor. iii. 23). lt is when we can get
the treasury door open, and we can see all that belongs to us in Christ,
that we drink at the fountain of everlasting love, with our hearts overflowing with gratitude. We can then go out of self and enter into Christ,
and sing, "Our debts are paid, and our work is done."
It sometimes fills my heart with wonder and delight as I contemplate
these glorious things. Job says, "I know that my Redeemer liveth,
and that He shall stand at the latter day upon the earth; and though
after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see
God."
I know little-faith is beginning to sink this morning, and is saying,
" These are such high things, I cannot reach them." Do not tell me so;
you are reaching them every moment. All the jealousy of your heart as
you see one and another stepping into the pool and getting their cure
arises from the fact that Christ is beginning to be more and more
" the Chiefest among ten thousand and the altogether lovely" in yom'
esteem. You may have dark nij.1;hts and cold seasons, but what are all
I these things? They are but" light afflictions, which are but for a moment,
which worketh for you a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory"
(2 Cor. iv. 17).
Little-faith does not speak the truth always when he says he cannot
lay hold of these things; he is laying hold of them in the believing
desire, and he could not long after the fulness of it unless he were alive
. from the dead.
The misery of the child of God is that he dwells so much in his own
little contracted circle. There is but one glorious circle, a number which
no man can number. lt is by dwelling upon what Jehovah the Father
has done for the Church that will bring up the noble mind of the child of
God, and make him understand what Paul means by saying, " Seek those
things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God."
The Lord help you this morning to go out of all that you are in the
creature, if you have but the feeble desire. You could not have it unless
you were" joined to the Lord and one spirit" with Him. And if it be so,
that you are thus joined to the Lord, the telescope of faith is yours. The
Lord help you to turn it upon the glory of the blessedness, and to contemplate all you are in your risen and exalted Head.
lt is a blessed thing for the child of God to be brought to see that
nothing can alter his standing in Christ, that nothing can alter the glory
of that covenant which is "ordered in all things and sure," which folded
all the children in before the foundation of the world; and, when they
are all brought together, not one single member, not the feeblest Iamb,
shall be absent.
And " other sheep I have," says Christ, "which are not of this fold:
them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall
be one fold, and one Shepherd" (John x. 16).
It does not depend upon your enjoyments while you are passing
through this world; yet there is no reason why the child of God should
not understand a little concerning that glory which shall burst upon
him, once and f01' ever, when he shall have done with this time-state.
"If ye then be !risen with Christ "-there is an "if" standing here;
but, as I have shown you, the" if" is at once set aside, if we know
that we are not dead in sin, if we know that we have a living desire,
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if "to will is present with us," it is quite clear, if this is the case, that
the first resurrection has taken place in us, and" blessed are those who
have part in the first resurrection; on them the second death hath no
power."
Our first resurrection is in Christ; our personal first resurrection is oat
of death in sin into life in Christ, when we are born again from above.
When He rose from the dead, His Church rose with Him. The life that
was contained in Christ when He rose from the dead, when He
" ascended on high, and received gifts for men, that the LORD God might
dwell among them," is the same life in which His body, the CllUrch, lives
by virtue of union to Him; but our evidence of it is our being
quickened into life. "You hath He quickened, who were dead in
trespasses and sins."
How blessed it is to have" the Spirit witnessing with our spirit that
we are the children of God." How does He witness? "The Spirit
helpeth our infirmities, and maketh intercession for us with groanings
which cannot be uttered" (n.om. viii. 26).
Do you know what it is to have the Spirit helping your infirmities?
Then I do not ask you as to the depth of your experience, or your er.joyment. Some remain poor little feeble members to the end of their
journey, others seems to have strong faith. There are some who boast
about their very strong faith, and while all is calm they may go on sailing very smoothly; but, if we watch such persons, we find they are very
much like a mariner who, while it is fair weather, and he is sailing in
·smooth water, may say, "See what a good anchor I have got;" but as soon
as the storm comes, and he is tossed about by the waves, away goes all
his boasting about his anchor. Little-faith may have but a very small
anchor, yet he holds fast in the midst of every storm. I do not envy
thosfl who talk about their great faith, while they have not a grain of feeling about the matter. There are times when we feel as cold and wretched
as we can be; we look for our faith, and there seems to be none. Then,
again, the Lord comes and gives us a sweet apprehension of what Christ
is made of God unto us; we go in and out and find pasture, we " drink,
and forget our poverty, and rememher our misery no more" (Prov.
xxxi. 7). We know that faith must be tried, "that the trial of yo!].r faith,
being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be
tried with fire, might be found unto praise, and honour, and glory at the
appearing of' Jesus Christ" (1 Peter i. 7).
What is the best proof that we are alive from the dead? We read of
·a certain philosopher who tried to persuade someone that he was not
.alive-that it was only a dream-that he was not really what he seemed
to be. To prove that he was aliva, the pers;Jn rose and walked across the
room. So with the child of God; he can walk, he walks by faith. "Oh,"
-says one, "this is my difficulty; I walk so much by sight, instead of
walking by faith." But you are always going out in desire that you may
be enabled to walk by faith. Is not your heart ever ascending to the Lord
in desire that He would make His Word spirit and life to your soul? Where
is your dependence? Is it upon yourself? No. You know you may read the
same chapter over and over again, but where is the power? You know
that "power belongeth unto God" (Psa.lxii. 11); therefore YO'ur desire
goes out that the Lord would anoint your eyes, and give you a. little of
the blessed power. And this is walking by faith. All power to see, and to
enjoywhat you see, is in Him, and not in yourself. Does it not follow, then,
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that he who is thus continually going out in desire is alive from the dead,
that he has the" willing mind," and therefore he hag the life of God in
his soul?
There is another point which proves that we are indeed risen with
Christ. We labour daily to get close to the Lord, we labour to get rid of
the burden upon our hearts. "Come unto me," says Christ, " all )'e
that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest" (Matt. xi. 28).
Yes, say you, it is rest I want; but you must be content to wait the Lord's
time, until He sees you have been long enough in the crucible. He will then
bring you forth bright and brilliant as gold, though it be tried in the fire.
Again, we hunger and thirst. If we feed upon Christ this morning,
we shall be hungry and thirsty again this eV6ning ; but what says Christ: .
"Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness; for
they shall be filled" (Matt. v. 6). He does not tell u.S when, but we
know that, when we shall see Him as He is, we shall eat and drink to
satiety, and never hunger and thirst again.
All the children of God have spirituul senses; they can see the glory
of Christ, and the perfection of the Church in Him. Then they must have
spiritual eyesight. The more I contemplatc) these things, the more I
see if I can bun'ealize that I am a child of God, I can take the wings of
the morning and flyaway to the contemplation of all that is revealed
to us concernin~ our present and eternal being as we stand in union
to Christ, our glorious Head. It is impossible that any member of the
body can have any feeling unless that member be in union to the head.
The seat of all feeling is in the head. If those properties are destroyed,
as we see sometimes in the case of a paralytic, when the nervous system
is deranged, there is no longer any feeling. It follows, then, if we can
feel spiritually, we must be in union to our spiritual Head; and if in
union to Him, aB I have already s10\l'n you, we are" raised up together
with Him, and made to sit together with Him in heavenly places."
Let us not, then, be writing bitter things a~ainst ourselves because our
faith seems to f/til, but rather rejoice that He has given unto us (His
sheep) eternal life, and that we can never perish, neither can any pluck
us out of His hand.
Let us contemplate a little of the glory of this union as it is set forth
in the first of Colossians, second verse: "To the saints and faithful
brethren in Christ which are at Colosse: grace be unto you, and peace,
from God our Father, [Lnd the Lord ,Jesus Christ." "Saints," or sanctified ones, set apart by ,Jehovah the i!'ather, having received all grace in
Christ J eSllS, and "faithful brethren," hanging not upon our own faith,
but upon Him who "is faithful that bath promised," and who has said
"He will never leave us, nor forsake us," it is because He abideth faithful
that "the sons of Jacob are not consumed." It is upon His faithfulness
we rest when we are thus proclaimed to be "faithful brethren" in Him
who is the Elder Brother, "that He might be the firstborn among many
brethren" (Rom. viii. 29). The Lord help you to dwell upon the sweetness of it.
"Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh
down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither
shadow of turning" (James i. 17). Has He given you life to feel your
need of Christ? 'l'hen there "is no variableness" in Him. " Sanctifiecl
by God the Father, preserved in Jesus Christ, and called" (Jude i. 1).
(To be continued.)
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NOTES OF A SERMON BY THE REV. J. BATTERSBY.
ON Sunday afternoon, the 20th February, the Rev. J. Battersby, Vicar
of St. Simon's, Sheffield, preached the first of a series of opening
services held in connection with the new Mission Hall attached to Holy
Trinity Ohurch, Derby, of which the Rev. F. Hoare is the incumbent.
Mr. Battersby took for his text the seventeenth verse of the tenth
chapter of St. Paul's second epistle to the Oorinthians, "But he that.
glorie.th, let him glory in the Lord." Some members of the church
at Oorinth, Mr. Battersby remarked, though professing Ohristians, thought
no little of themselves, as was evident from the twelfth verse of the same
chapter, and despised those who, like St. Paul, gloried or boasted, not
in themselves, but in the Gospel which they preached. "His bodily
presence," said they, referring to the Apostle, "is weak, and his speech
contemptible." St. Paul admitted that he was not much in himself,
and that" in presence he was base amongs: them," but he went on to
say that the weapons of his warfare were not carnal, "but mighty
through God to the pulling down of strongholds, casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge
of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of
Ohrist." No mean power that could do this; but evidently" the power
of God unto salvation." The Oorinthians, who referred in such a disparaging manner to St. Paul's elocutionary attainments, were accustomed!
to great flights of oratory. The Greeks delighted in these things; but
the Apostle said to these people that he "dare not make himself of the
number, or compare himself with some that commend themselves;" for
"they measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves
among themselves, were not wise." This argument he proceeded to
enforce in the verses following, until he came to the words of the text,
"But he that glorieth, let him glory in the name of the Lord."
To two things in the text Mr. Battersby directed the attention of his
hearers: first, nl;lgatively, what persons were not to glory in; second,
positively, what they were to glory in. There were some things which the
Ohristian ought to boast in, and some which he ought not. He was not
to boast in M11!selJ. This was one of the greatest sins in the prof esin.g
church-a boasting of self, and 1·n self; and in the seventh verse of thIS
chapter the Apostle spoke of those who trusted in themselves that they
were Christ's. The Pharisee boasted himself that he was not a oth r
men were; he told them what p;ood he did, and what evil he left undone.
This was glorying in self, and it was indicative of his being a foolish
rather than a wise man; for they were told that the publican, who merely
emote his breast and said, " God, be merciful to me, a sinne1·," went down
justified rather than the solf-righteous Pharise9. Then the Ohristian
was not to boast of his pro perity. It was a grand thing to have prosperity, and those who enjoyed it ought to be proportionately grateful to
God. But there were some who boasted of their 1·iches, and to these,
whilst they were speculating about to-morrow, God often said, "Thou
fool, this night shall thy soul be 1·equired of thee." Then there were some
who boasted of their gifts, and he made an important distinction between
gifts and graces. A person might be very gifted and have no grace.s,
or be very gracious with little or no gifte. As St. Paul himself said In
hie first epistle to the Oorinthians, "Though I have the gift of prophecy,
and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all
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faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am
nothing." This word charity, or love as it was in the original, was a
peculiar feature of the Gospel of Christ. It was a charity not connected
with the giving of a few shillings at a collection; it was the grace of God
'flhed abroad in their hearts. St. Paul boasted to the Corinthians of what
he had done and suffered for the Gospel's sake, but it was because they
-compelled him to do so; and even then he said, "I speak as a fool."
Some people boasted of their labours. Christian workers were apt to
say, "See what I have done," and ministers of the Gospel were apt to
fall into this way of speaking. But all our labours and services were as
nothing worth; and, when we had done all that we could, in a legal or
.evangelical sense, we had to call out. "We are unprofitable servants; we
have done that which was our duty to do."
"Nothing in my hand I bring,
Simply to Thy cross I cling."
We were not to glory in the good opinion of others. Sometimes we were
cast down when we had not the good opinion of those around us. The
faithful minister of God was often placed in this position; but God's
command was that they should preach the truth to men, whether they
would hear or whether they would forbear; and it was not for the minister
to seek the applause of others, but the approbation of his God, knowing
that He "which seeth in secret would reward him openly." But there
were certain things in which the Christian might glory in very legitimately and properly. In the ninth of Jeremiah, twenty-third and twentyfourth verses, the Lord Himseli said, "Let not the wise man glory iu his
wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich
man glory in his riches; but let him that glorieth, glory in this, that he
uuderstandeth and knoweth me, that I am the Lord, which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness in the earth." They could then
glory in the Lord-glory in the Father, who had loved them with an
everlasting love, and promised to heal all their backslidings; glory in
their Lord and Saviour J asus Christ, "who of God had been made unto
them wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption;"
glory in God the Holy Ghost, whose blessed work and offices were so
beautifully described by our Saviour in the fourteenth, fifteenth, and
sixteenth of St. John, or " Holy Ghost chapters,~' as he liked to call them,
in which the third Person in the blessed Trinity was spoken of as the
Spirit of Truth, the Comforter, the Teacher of all things, and the One
who should bring all things to their remembrance, whatsoever Christ had
said unto them; who convinced them of their sins, and showed them unto
-Jesus. Glory, then, they must in the Lord-the Trinity in Unity, and
Unity in Trinity, for they were to be worshipped. Then they were to
glory in the Word of God, which must stand pre-eminent with the
Christian in all matters of controversy, to which the Church of England
appealed in all matters of faith anu doctrine, and which one of her
articles declared "cor:.taineth all things necessary to salvation; so that
whatsoever is not read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be
required of any man, that it should be believed as an article of the faith,
-or be thought requisite or neeassary to salvation." They could glory, also,
in God's promises, "which were yea and amen in Christ Jesus."
~~
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WALKS AND TALKS WITH THE CHILDREN OF GOD.
WE went over to Bath, that we might have the privilege of once agail1
hearing that dear servant of God, Mr. SEAns. At the service in that
little sanctuary we thoroughly enjoyed the singing of the hymn. It waB
given out, verse by verse, with a sobriety and a sweetness which seemed to
bespeak that the reader personally under~tood the precious truths he was
announcing. At the close of the hymn, Mr. SEAm; expounded the 121st
Psalm in a most sweet and savoury way. There is a mellowness about
his spirit and testimony which can scarcely filiI to commend itsel.f to the.
Lord's Spirit-taught children. As an ullder-,hepberd, there is a mark od
following in the footsteps of his great Exemplar. "He carries the lambs
in His arms, and gently leadeth them that are with young." After prayer,
in which there seemed to be such a creeping into the very bosom of his
Lord, and another sweet hymn of Dr. VV NITS', 1\1[1'. SEAns spoke from tlw
eightieth Psalm, seventeeuth and eighteenth verses. We wish we could
recall the substance of the sermon; suffice it to say, it was a very precious
testimony for God and truth. As it was his closing service for his present
visit to Bath, his farewell words were of a most touching character,
leading one to think of the brevity of life-the little moment left as far
as the time-state was concerned-and the great desirability of that so
short space being spent" not in bickering and atrife," but ill speaking
well of the Master-proving by lip and life what a good and gracious
Lord He is-and seeking to show to a gainsaying world what the love or
.T csus shed abroad in the heart can do for its possessor, amid all the trials
and conflicts, sufferings and sorrows, as he presses onward and homeward
through a waste howling wilderness.
.
We believe that this was the spirit and tone left upon the hearts and
minds ot' the people, as that little assembly broke up, after listening' t()
the tender, loving, faithful "farewell" of that servant of God. W
believe there was the bedewing and the uncti')ll of the Holy Ghost upon
them, just that moekening and mellowing which one would love t be
l'ealizing at the last summons, "Come up higher! "
At the station we met a dear servant of God who had gone ov I't Bath
with the selfsame object as ourselves. He and another d m' bI' tll 1"
stepped into the train with us; and now we wish, as far as mem ry I'V ,
to "gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be 1 t."
There was one fact this dear servant of God statod that t nd d to
pI'ove how little the Lord's ministers know when and how () may apply
and make signal use of their testimony, and how thi v ry fact ahoulc1
ncourage them to "sow b aide all waters," just leaving aJll'e ults and
i u a with God. He stated that many years ago h hard the late Dr.
aLE, who once, when preaching, made this l'emark, that" those who
knew not God as a God of providence knew but one sid f'. is character."
Born - time after this he said he was travelling in Am rioa. He had but
two or three dollars left, and thert', in a strang land and amid entire
strangers likewise, he knew not what to do; but of a sudden this remark
of Dr. COLE'S came to his re ollection, and, putting it to the test, 11
) ok d up to God, as the God of' providence, to guide and direct him in
hie then emergency; and He was pleased to do so immediately, in th
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most marked and gracious way. At another time his coat had become
very shabby and threadbare; and his means being small, he was at a
loss to know what to do. However, in the most unexpected way, a perfect stranger called upon him to measure him for a coat! He said there
must be some mistake, for he had given n9 such directions. There was
no mistake, the stranger assured him, if his name were so-and-so. The
coat was in consequence made, nor did he ever know who the donor was.
At another time a suit of clothes-not quite new, but in very good condition and exactly fitting llim-was found just within the street door of
his house. Upon another occasion some money was due. He was, in
consequence, in great perplexity, not having the means to meet the
demand, He went to his own little quiet retreat, and there earnestly
wrestled and pleaded with the Lord. ,Vhilst thus engaged, his wife
brought him a letter. Looking at the post-mark, he asked her, "What
would you say if this contained a post-office order for two pounds?"
She expressed her doubts about its containing anything of the sort; but
added, if it did, it must be the Lord who sent it. Upon opening the
letter, he found it contained a post-office order for two pounds! At
another time he was greatly in want of a sovereign; he pleaded earnestly
with Rim whose are the silver and the gold. Next day there came a
letter from a distance, the writer saying that, whilst travelling between
such and such towns (mentioning their names), he was suddenly impressed
with the words, "Send so-and-so a sovereign!" This gave rise to the
letter and its contents. "Wh'lsO is wise and will observe these things,
even they shall understand the lovingkindness of the Lord."
Reader, do you know anything of these dealings, in a way of provi.
dence, of that loving, tender, gracious God of whom it is said, "Yom'
heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things before ye
ask Him"? and "My God shall supply all your nted, according ta His
riches in glory by Ohrist Jesus" ?
This dear man of God had been speaking for his loving Lord and
Master for thirty years; during that time he had travelled to and fro on
foot to one place alone upwards of twelve thousand miles, and that for
the purpose of speaking on a week-evoning to a little group which had
varied from thirty to two! Moreover, all this time he had been occupied
in business.
The fact led to our making the remark, that we believed there were
those of the Lord's servants whom He had called to speak in His name,
whilst engaged during the week in their various lawful vocations, who
(after the Lord perhaps had listened to their oft-urged plea that He
would deliver them from the thraldom and turmoil of business, in order'
that they might serve Him the better) found afterwards, to their bitter
sorrow, that "they had left their spirituality in the market-place."
This to some may appear strange and contradictory; but we believe
there are those who would confirm the testimony, and who are prepared
to declare that such is the all-sufficiency and such 'Ghe condescension and
faithfulness of our God, that He does commune with His servants, and
feed and feast their precious souls upon the marrow of His 'V Ol'd,
whilst, at the same time, their hands are fully occupied with the lawful
business of life.
We cited as an example dear old Mr. FIELD, of Edmonton. When
we first heard him, nearly forty years ago, with an unction and a power
which remain with us to this day, he was working as a shoemaker.
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When years afterwards he was enabled through the kindness of a lady
to vacate his cobbler's stall, as we have understood, the savour and the
power of his pulpit testimony in great measure subsided.
This thought was confirmed thiR morning by the testimony of a loved
Spirit-taught sister in the Lord. She said she lately met with a dear old
man. He is between fifty and sixty years of age-a carter. She happened
to say to him how dark she felt in her mind. He at once began, in consequence, to speak of the Spirit's work; and for an hour, she said, he
Dpened out the Word in the most unctuous and blessed way. His light
into the Word, she said, was most remarkable; and as he talked the
tears ran down his cheeks, and his face was lighted up with a heavenly
radiance. He was driving his team one day, when, looking up, he said,
" Lord, Thou knowest what I want; I cannot speak; I cannot tell Thee;
but Thou knowest." He then went on to say how wondrously the
Lord broke in upon his soul, pouring in of the oil and the wine of
divine consolation, so that his whole heart and soul were full to overflowing.
Ah! dear reader, these are among those blessed" secrets" which are
with ~hem that fear Him, and to whom He shows His covenant. This
is what the worldling or the mere nominal professor knows nothing of;
but stands as a blessed confirmation of that precious truth, "The wayfaring man, though a fool, shall not err therein;" and establishing likewise another precious verity, "God hath chosen the foolish things of
the world to confound the wise, and God hath chosen the weak things
of the world to confound the things which are mighty; and base things
of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen; yea" and
things which are not, to bring to nought things that are; that no flesh
should glory in His presence."
EDITOR.

"VICTORY, VICTORY THROUGH THE BLOOD OF THE
LAMB! "
A DEAR tried child of God who made one of a little company which used
to meet at a certain room in S - - was at length laid aside with that
dire disease, cancer.
" How is your mind?" she was asked at her first visit by the beloved
sister who named the case to us. She replied, "Very comfortable. I
have been all my lifetime subject to bondage through the fear of death."
She added, "From the time I came into this room, it seems as if the
Lord said to Satan, ' Now, Satan, you don't enter that room.''' And
she added, "He never has, and he has never molested me."
The day before she died, when indeed dying, this loved sister visited
her again, and said, "You'll soon be home." She replied,
"Nor do I wish the hours more slow
To keep me from my love."
Reader, how true is our God to His word, "When thou passest
through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they
shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire thou shalt
Dot be burned: neither shall the flame kindle upon thee" (Isa. xliii. 2).

D.

'/

Tlte Gospel M ag-azil/c.

27

THE BRAZEN SERPENT.
A PAPER READ AT 1'UE ST. LUKE'S, :3EDMlNSTER, 'rBACllERS' Cl,ASS.

(NUMB. xxi. 4-9.)
OUR subject opens with, "And they journeyed from Mount Hor by the
way of the Red a, to compass the land of Edom." We shall need to
glance into the tw ntieth chapter to find the whereabouts of Israel. ThirtyDine years of \vild mess wanderings had brought them to Kadesh. Here
Miriam had died; 11 re Moses and Aaron brought God's heavy displeasure
upon them at the rock. By this act of disobedience they were not
permitted to bl'ing the children of Israel into the promised land. Iutimation was now giv n for removal; and, as the more direct way was
through Edom, Moses sent messengers from Kadesh to the king of Edom,
pleading as with a brother for a passage through their country. (As the
Israelites were descendants of J acob, so Edom of Esau, so sons of one
father, eveIl Isaac.) Edom refused every proposal made by Israel, and
came out against them with much people, and with a strong hand; so
Israel turned from them. The Lord said in Deuteronomy ii. 5, " Meddle not
with thBm .: for I will not give you of their land, no, not so much as a footbreadth; b cause I have given Mount Seir unto Esau for a possession."
Esau hated Jacob, as we read in Gen. xxvii. 41. As with others who
opposed the march of the redeemed, the Lord was the Avenger. H3
had a future reckoning with the children of Esau. Though they turned
another way (;ircllitously, yet still it was the right way; the Angel of the
covenant was thoir Guide. He led them to Mount Hor: here they
pitched. A sevore trial befell them in the removal of Aaron; they
mourned for him here thirty days. '1'he days of their mourning were
scarcflly ended, when they were called to fight-not with bretbren, but
with enemies. King Arad, a Canaanite, fought against them, and took
some of them prisoners, which brought Israel unto their God. He heard
their cry, and delivered them, and utterly destroyed their enemies.
Their next encampment was at Zalmonah. Again the cloud moves,
but it is still a leading back. ThE'Y pitched this time in Punon, which
signifies" elevation," or "beholding; "it is said to be twenty miles from
Zalmonah. Here it is we read, "The soul of the people was much
discouraged because of the way." To such a. host as they were made up
of, the aged ones, women, and little childran travelling through an
llllcultivated wildel'llflss, they must have met with much to try poor fallen
nature. But there was a needs-be for such discipline; yet never did the
Lord forsake them. In Deuteronomy i. 31-33, we read of His
constant faithfulness to them. And again, in chapter viii. 2-4, we read
why they were led in this way, and another proof is given of God's
loving care over them: "Their raiment waxed not old, neither did their
feet swell, these forty years."
With all these bles~iDgs. we find Israel straitened, or, as in Exodus vi.,
in anguish of soul. Looking at their trials, they have forgotten His
mercies. Many of God's favoured children have been at this spot. David
said, "I shall one day perish by the hand of Saul" (1 Sam. xxvii. 1).
Elijah requested for himself that he might die (1 Kings xix. 4). Jonah,
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in a like spirit, said, "It is better for me to die than to live" (Jonah iv. 3).
And in the twentieth chapter of Jeremiah we find that prophet
accusing the Lord of having deceived him. Let us not ask for trials to
bring us nearer to God. Jesus taught His disciples to pray, "Lead us
not into temptation." He knows our weakness.
We next read, "They spake against God." This is not their first
offence. Again and again had they risen in rebellion since God had so
wondrously brought them out of Egypt. If they had waited on Goel in
their time of weakness, would not the words of Isaiah have been fulfilled in
them, "They that wait on the Lord shall renew their strength" ? But
they looked at the way, instead of to Him who was leading them in the
way. Unbeliefled them to speak against God. In the fifth verse they
seemed to throw all God's mercies from them.
It was not the first time they had said, "Why have ye brought us up
out of Egypt?" They spake of Egypt as though while there they had been
possessed of every comfort. They called it "a land flowing with milk and
honey." They once said, "Let us make us a captain, and return there;" and
now, again, they say," Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to
die in the wilderness? " In Exodus i., and other places, we read of their life
while there; and we know how God heard their cry, by reason of their bitter
bondage. In Exodus iii. 7, God said to Moses, "I have surely seen
the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry,
by reason of their taskmasters: for I know their sorrows."
Are there not some of us who profess to be on the Lord's side still
lusting for the forbidden pleasures of the Egypt of this world? God's
Word says, "Ye cannot serve God and mammon." "Remember Lot's
wife." "Whosoever therefore will be a friend ofthe world is the enemy
of God" (James iv. 4).
They continue their awful murmurings by pouring contempt on God's
daily mercies toward them. They say, "There is no bread, neither is
there any water; and our soulloatheth this light bread." The Psalmist
says, "Though He had commanded the clouds from above, and openeel
the doors of heaven, and had rained down manna upon them to eat, and
had given them of the corn of heaven: man did eat angels' food; He sent
them meat to the full. For all this they sinned still, and believed not in
His wondrous works." The Psalmist says again, "The rebellious live
in a dry land." Was it any wonder the Lord's anger was kindled
against them ? We read, " The Lord sent fiery serpents among the people;
and much people of Israel died."
It is uncertain whether these serpents were so called from the circum·
stance of their fiery appearance, or from the fact that their bite
occasioned a burning, excruciating pain. The latter is the more general
opinion. To this day serpents and scorpions abound in these regions, the
bite of which produces an excessive burning pain. We I'oad not that at
any other time the Israelites were exposed to such attacks. On this
occasion it is probable the serpents were collected in extraordinary
numbers, and at other times we may believe the people were sheltered
from such enemies by the protecting cloud (Deut. viii. 10).
How impossible to imagine the state of tho people at this time! The
dead and dying lying all around! Those fearful serpents, from which there
was no escapo! What coul<l they do? All human help was hopeless.
Dare they go to Moses to ask his intercession? Had they not spoken
against him? Their helpless misery led to deep sorrow. '£hey come to'
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Moses, confessing they had sinned; for they say, "We have spoken
against God, and ag'ainst thee: pray unto the Lord, that He take away
the serpents from us." Moses upbraids them not, but as his Master, of
whom he is a type, forgives all injuries done to himself, and pleads for
them. God hears; and can it be that He will forgive? Truly our God is
love. He gives more than they ask " The Lord said unto Moses, Make
thee a fiery serpent, unu set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass,
that every ono that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live." A
remedy provided for the living and the dying! If the sorpents had been
removed, the bitten ones must have died. "He saveth to the uttermost."
Moses obeys. He sots up the pole on the highest ground, that all may see.
And we read, "It came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when
he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived." Nothing whatever to do!
Obedience was all that was required! To look was life, to turn away was
death! One remedy for all! The look was a look of faith! The power
was of God! The Substitute it shadowed forth was Jesus!
We will turn and hear His own lesson, drawn from the brazen serpent,
in John iii. 14: "As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,
even so must the Son of Man be lifted up; that whosoever believeth in
Him should'not perish, but have eternal life." Why did our blessed
Saviour point Nicodemus back to the lifting up of the serpent by Moses?
Is there not in the few verses of this lesson a picture of fallen man, and
his need of a Saviour? All are sinners. "There is none righteous; no,
not one." "All we like sheep have gone astray: we have turned every
one to his own way." "The heart is deceitful above all things, and
desperately wicked: who can know it? " Sin is the abominable thing
that God hates. " The wages of sin is death." "The sting of death is
sin." The venom of the old serpent rankles in each child of Adam. Can
a pure stream flow from a poisoned fountain? Behold God's remedy for
sin: "The seed of the woman shall bruise the serpent's head." Type
after type revealed to Israel of old this promised Saviour; prophet after
prophet prophesied of Him who was to save. John Baptist said of Him,
"Behold tho Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world."
St. Paul said, "'fhis is a faithful saying', and worthy of all acceptation,
that ChI'ist Jesus came into the world to save sinners." The bitten
IBl'aelites were curod Ly looking at the serpent. The Spirit-quickened
soul, feeling its lost and ~ndone condition, cries, "What shall I do to be
saved? I have sinned against God, and against Thee, our crucified
Jesus."
May we draw near to the cross of Christ, and by the Holy Spirit's
teaching may we seo tho enormity of our sin, in the sufferings a.nd death
of our Substitute. IIear Him cry, "My God, my God, why hast Thou
forsaken me?" "Surely He hath borne our griefs, and carriod our sorrows:
yot we did esteem IIim stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But He
was wounded for our transgressions, Ho was bruised for our iniquities:
the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes we are
healed." And again, "Being justified freely by His grace, through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus." "God is love." "God so loved the
world,-that IIe gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." "Look unto me and
be ye saved." "IIim that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out."
"Verily, verily I say unto you, He that believeth on me hath eternallife,"
is the word of Jesus Himself. "And the Spirit and the bride say, Come.
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And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the
water of life D.-eely." "The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin."
" As the serpent l'aised by Moses
Healed the buming serpent's bite;
Jesus thus Himself discloses
To the wounded sinner's sight.

I

Hear His gracious invitation:
'I have life and peace to give,
I have wrought out full salvation;
I
Smner, look to me anc1live.' "
-John Newton.
May we ever faithfully lift Him up in our tel.whing. He said Himself,
" And I, if I be lifted up, will: draw all men unto me." One word of
caution. God did not give the serpent for an object of worship. nut what
had been made such a blessing' they turned in later days to an object of'
idolatry. In 2 Kings xviii. 4 we read, "Rezekiah brake in pieces
the brazen serpent; for unto those d!lys the children of Israel did bum
incense to it, and called it Nehushtan "-1·.e., a piece of brass.
In our days there are many who burn incenso to the cro~s; for is not incense
typical of prayer? Many kneel befo1'o the cross, and profess to worship
God-an aid they call it to prayer. God has said, "Thou shalt not mako
to thyself any graven image, nor the likeness of anything that is in tho
heaven above, or the eaTth beneath, or in the water under the earth; thou
shalt not bow down to them, nor worship them." '1'he material cross will
lead into a snare. It is the uplifted Christ that alone can save.

I

"Faith is Dot what we see or £eelIt is a' simple trust
In what the God of Love kts srtid
or Jesus as thc Jv.st."
-

-

-~-------

THE PUREST SWEETS COME THROUGH THE BITTEREST
BITTBRS.
BELOVED IN THE LORD,-The munition of l'ocks is our defence, and
the glorious God-Man our refuge. Who are favoured like God's
people, notwithstanding all the shafts of their enemies constantly hurled
at them and the many trials constantly their lot? One sweet visit, one
word spoken to the heart by our precious Jesus, fills the mourning spirit,
and we drink the water of tribulation, blessing and praising His wisdom,
which cannot err in any of His ways and dealings.
I like your motto for 1876, "The Lord my Banner." "For consider
Him." Methinks in this you have two-first, the banner; second, the
glorious Person,Jesus, for your consideration.
Well, beloved, in time you may display this banner as a witness for
Jehovah, and consider in a small measure what the person of Jesus is
as" Emmanuel, God with us." His Godhead equ!llity with the Father and
tIle Spirit, His pure humanity, His suretyship, with all the offices He
bears; His love. grace, flJithfullless, and never-failing forbearance to
His spouse, the Church; and at the utmost it will, merhinks, go no further
than "A" in the spirituall.llphabot. We lmow in part; the full development
remains fol' lJS when we sce Dim as He is without a veil betwebn.
Frail mortality could not bear the outburst glorY-lhe spirit. would burst
the mortal strain. "Prevailing with God," discovtJrs so much of His
blessed person, and such power to wrostlo, that the nearness to Him fjlls
with glor)'; sometimes the mC:l'3Ul'O HJ groat·, compelled, we cry that
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more may not be given. But, after forty years considering Him, what
an infant in divine knowledgo the writer feels llimself! Thirst, increasing
thirst, for a greater attainment, but so oflen feeling my growing
deficiency, weakn s, and inability; and, seeing what progress many
make, feel the dull t one in the sehoo1. Nothing will satisfy me, notwithstanding, but Il daily" considering- Him; " and, in the face of all my
internal and ext 1'110.1 foes, sO,metimes I take the foreground, and in the
confidence and as Urance of faith say, "The Lord is my portion; therefore will I hop in im." The blessing 'vrapt in every dark trial for
our souls is that it leads to a greater knowledge of Him, a growing
desire to be ID re lilw Him, and a closer acquaintance, whatever the
cr08S, the burd u, or the rod. Aye, and do not the purest 8weets come
through tho bitterest bitters? The answer" Yes," for Christ is more
experimentally known, and the nearness of Head and membe.s iu union,
and vitality confirmed by the soul-satisfying witness of God the Holy
Spirit.
Oh, what It field of "consideration" doth the suffering life of
OUl' pr cious Jesus present to us!
Nut a pain, not a sorrow, but His heart
and His boul have gone down into deeps more than His Church has evel'
known.
The coldness of her heart towards Him, sO manifest in His great
Buffering' ut Gethsemane ; and when led away, the Culprit of culprits, unto
the death spot', no sympathy to afford the least consolation. But His
hellrt, what a contrast! In all her afflictions He is not only the
ympatllizer, but the "afflicted One." As our Great High Priest no
difficulty can distress our souls, but Ho is touched with the feeling of our
infirmity, and with a fellow-feeling doth console, comfort, and support.
No withholding in the trying hour, as was the case towards Him. His
love i& more manifest in the deepest sorrowing times of His dear ohildren,
and He ever stands by them, plunged into whatever trial they may be.
No foe, nor company of them, will cause Him to stand at a distance; and
from experience He knows our feelings when contending with our fellowmen, for He has endured the contradiction of sinners ugaiost Himself.
The ]'eligious contradictions of this evil clay, which the spouse has so
much of, He is DO stranger to; for He found His greatest enemies
Rmong religious sects, and His strongest language was against them.
" For consider Him" in His death-laid in the grave-His ascension,
l'esmrection, glorification, and triumphal position at the right hand of
God.
And surely we cannot forget that His love, although He is thus
exalted, is still ever flowing to every member of His Church in His allprevailing intercession at the throne ot' God. Not a. thought can
approach Him, but the consideration of His person, His work, His
rightoflusness is to us all perfection. How (jrcurnscribed are om'
tl,uughts at the best while in this wurld! and bow little can we know
while sinful flesh is our abode! The a"pirations of the spirit soar a noble1'
height, in blest antilipations of t11(~ future, when the mantle of mortality
will be laid a~ide, :mrl d0thed with immortality in tbe likeness of Jesus
we sllull reign with Him fur evel' and for ever, and /lS eternity develops
itself our everlasting employ will be "the consideration of Him." Amen
and amen.
In the best bonds,

J ORN

BARllER.
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SHORT SERMONS.
To tlw Edit~,· of tlte Gospel lIlil,fjrr;;ine.
Sm,-Oan you tell me why it has become such a fashion with the
ministers of our Ohurch to preach such very short sermons? In many
country places there are but two sermons a week preached, and, when a
person is unable to attend twice a day, ~ne t81.1 or fifteen minutes' sermon
seems but small food for a week. ThIS subject lately has been much
occupying my thoughts. Perhaps somo of yom correspondents can givo
me some explanation of the matter.
I am, sir, yours truly,
EPISCOPALIAN.

[If we were to give our opinion upon the matter, we should say that
a sermon of merely ten el' fifteen minutes' length betrayed a thorough
want, upon the part oJ' the preacher, of a real, pAl'sonal, heartfelt
interest in the work. The deeper the knowledge and the closer the
communion with Jesus, the greater the delight to talk about Him-to
speak of His wond rous acts, and to testify of His boundless love, and
grace, and mercy. When the Psalmist exclaimeu, "Come and hear, all
ye that fear God, aud I will declare w~at He hath done for my soul," be
assured his heart was too full and h18 tongue too much at liberty to
limit his testimony for God and truth to ten or fifteen minutes. A bad
sign, reader, be assured, for both preach or and hearer who is best
pleased with the fiere quarter-of-an-hour sermon.-ED. ]

GONE HOME!
THE post of April 13 brought a mourning card, which ran thus : Ult '!:llTcctiOltlltc :JL\clllcmumltcc of

ELLEN,
Wife of Abmluttn Wolfonden, of Lady Bam Cotbg-e, Fallowfield,
WilO DEPARTED THIS LIFE APRIL 8TH, 1876,

Aged 57 Years,
AlId ,vas this clay r"tor,.od at Rusholn,. Roa,t Comotol'V,
Al'l"it 12th, 1876,

whe~ti~~~:'trl:~ri~III~~~Il~l~~Ob~~:~ti ~~}~O~io·g~?~11~~~" g~~~lil. I~~{,.' be with mo
Lady Barn CoU ago, Fallowjlold,
. Ap\'il12th, 187G..

"A

LITTLE

ONE."

Mrs. W OLFENDEN was the dear sister in Christ whose pieces our readers
have so long been familiar with in these pages, under the signature of
"A LITTLE ONE, M.anchest~r,"
Thoy 'Yill; we ~oubt not, especially
remember her last pIece, whICh appeared III the AprIl number, and which
seemed, as it were, a voice from tho tomb!
We rejoice that it was our privilege to have the personal acquaintanco
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'Of our dear departed and now gloriil d fri nd. She had been for very
many years among the. weak and suffering.
er mind was one of no
common order. She had, moreover, a keen 1) l' option of, and a corresponding jealous regard for, the truth.
For a long, long time had she contributed to th s pages; yea, as we
have before intimated, up to within a few days f hor closing up her
earthly pilgrimage. But her pen is now for ever I id aside. Her words
through the medium of these pages we shall hear DO more. We trust
her last exhortation, as from the grave, will be heard and heeded. How
emphatically do they say, "Whatsoever thy hand find th to do, do it
with thy might: for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor
wisdom, in the grave whither thou goest."
But, reader, what another powerful voice is this to us, who for a little
while longer tarry in this vale of tears. Oh, how these callings away of
one and another and another speak as with trumpet-tongue, "See that
ye fall not out by the way! "
ow these announcements of ono by one being summoned to their
great account show the folly, the absurdity, the sin of wasting precious
time and frittering away talents which might be much better exercised than
in contending for party differences and in advocating petty distinctions!
Oh, shame, shame, that those who are looking to the same Saviour,
hoping for redemption tlu:ough the same precious blood, for justification
by the same righteousness, and for at laiOt reaching the same happy
home, should. be falling out by the way about non-essentials! Oh, that
such would think of how soon-yea, how very, very soon-they will be
laying their heads upon their dying pillows! Yet but a few years at mostperhaps months merely, or weeks, or even days-and these contending
('>Des will be panting for breath-at their last gasp! Of little moment
then will be this particular view, or that special opinion. It is one thing
-and that alone-will stand that dying test; it will be JESUS only then!
Not this view, nor that-tlds doctrino or that-but "Is JESUS mine? Am
I washed in His blood? Am I clothed in His righteousness? Do I stand
complete in Him, and through Him, and by Him, "justified from all
things, from which I could not be justified by the law of Moses' ?"

"

" Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress;

I 'Midst
flaming worlds inthese arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head."

(

THE DOOR.
[The annexed was intended for insertion immediately after the article
referred to, but was by some means overlooked.~EDITOR.J
My DEAR DR. DOUDNEy,--I have read with some interest G. C.'s
"Wayside Notes," on Rev. iii. 20, in your issue of August. Some of
your roaders may not be aware that in the Tauchnitz edition of the New
'restament, edited by Dr. Tischendorf (which is a little book costinO" 2s.
and should be in the hands of every Christian), the reading of th~
Sinaitic Mt;. is, "I will botJ. open the door and come in."
Believe me, yours very sincerely,
The Rectory, Elrndon, Bt"rmingham,
F. H. MYLIU8.
September 8, 1875.
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[The annexed, we are sure, will justify all we said about the venerable
and beloved writer.-ED.J
MEETINGS ArID GREETINGS.
To the Ed£tor of tI,e Gospel Maga'Zine.
Jl;Iy DEAR SIR,-I was greatly interested by reading your article in the
Magazine f"r February on " Meeting and Greeting." Permit me to call
attention to two or three particulars.
1. The greeting itself. How often do Christian people' meet without
the greeting, and e~pecially without the hearty shake of the hand, just
because they belong to SOille other Chri~tian community. How often in
my lifetime have I longed to speak to a Christian brother when I have
met him in the street. My heart has gone out after him, and I have
said within myself, Why should we not recog'nise each other as lovers and
followers of the ever-blessed Master? But no, the face is turned away, 01'
there may be at times the distant nod, but nothing more, thou~h perhaps
we recently met on some plfl.tform to advocate wme benevolent object.
All is cold and distant. IIow it saddens one's soul! Not so with you, deal'
sir; the meeting was friendly and the greetinp; cordial, and that not for
the first time. 'l'his is Christian and heart-ohMri?!!!. And surely it becomes
Christians to make earlh, with all its sorrows, as much like heaven as
possible.
2. How beautiful that you should be speaking- to me thorough Al'minianism, and I to you thorough Calvinism! But was it really su? Was
it not rather that we were each speaking- through the illd welling Spirit,
and finding we were one in our blessed Lord and Master? It shows how
our supposed distinctions in creed vanish when in our warm greetings wo
feel as the two disciples on their way to Emmaus, " Did not our heart
burn within us while He talked with us by the way? "
I am not professedly Calvinistic, yet I use language equally strong
and firm as yours. 'l'lto promises of God are to me "yea and amen."
Heaven and earth shaH pass away, but His word reml:lins unchanged and
unchangeable. I trust the word, and the love, and the truth of my heavenly
Father most unwaverin!!ly ,. and though I believe in human fallibility, and
see the danger of which the Scriptures warn ID(', such is my firm belief
in the power and faithfulness of the Lord, I believe He wilt "keep" 'me
and" that which I have committed to Him against that day." Re who
bids me " be faithful unto death" will most assuredly fulfil His promise
to give me " a crown of life."
,
3. Pulpit simplicity. That you should speak W familiarly to your
congregation on ihat Sabbath morning. How beautifully in contrast with
the stiff formality by which too many of the pulpit addresses of the
present day are rendered all but powerless! How simple were the
addresses of our ble~sed Lord and Saviour! He is the mod!?l, and the
more we imitate Him, the more efl'ective will our ministrati0l1s be. The
Lord bless you in your lablJurs of love.
So prays, dear eir, yours in the Lord Jesus,

:rQtte'ldown'~
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