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THE CLOSE OF OUR FORTIETH YEAR AS EDITOR
OF THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE, AND THE TWENTY·
FOURTH YEAR OF "OLD JONATHAN."
BELOYED READERs,--Words would utterly fail were we to
ttttompt to express one tithe of what we feel as we contemplate
this faot, We oan only fall before the Lord in adoring wonder
mnd amazement. The language of the Psalmist expresses far better
than any poor words of ours what we fain would say: "Then
went King David in, and sat before the Lord, and he said,
Who am I, 0 Lord God? and what is my house, that Thou hast
brought me hitherto? . . . . And what can David say more unto
Thee? for rrhou, Lord God, knowest Thy servant. For Thy word's
sake, and according to Thine own heart, hast Thou done all these
great things, to make Thy servant know them. Wherefore Thou
art great, 0 Lord God; for there is none like Thee, neither is
thera any God beside Thee, according to all that we have heard
with our ears" (2 Sam. vii. 18-22).
Moreover, oft as we have quoted Deuteronomy viii. 2, before,
we oannot forbear repeating it, seeing how literally it has been
fultllled in our experienoe~ in regard to time: "And thou shalt
remember all the way whioh the Lord thy God hath led thee
these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, ancI to prove
th8e, to know what was in thine heart, whether thou wouldest
keep His oommandments or no."
But not merely does this portion apply to us in point 'of time,
but we feel its appropriateness with respeot to the object as here
expressed for that detention. The passage by COVE RDALE is rendered,
"that thou mayest know what was in thine heart." As the
omniscient J ehovah, the Lord foresaw all that His people would
be and do ere yet they had an existence. Henoe there was no
need for test or experienoe on His part, in order to His being
enlightened upon the subjeot. Well did an old disoiple onoe thus
express herselfs
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" Ere He called me, well He kne·w
What a heart like mine would do."

We have the same truth brought before us in Isaiah xlviii. 8,
where the Lord says, "I knew that thou wouldest deal very
tre.1cherously, and wast called a transgressor from the womb."
Then, in order to prove that it was not for anything possessed,
or foreseen as about to be possessed, by His people, that the Lord
saved them or blessed them, we read again by the prophet
Ezekiel, "Thus saith the Lord God, I do not this for your sakes,
o house of Israel, but for Mine holy name's sake, which ye
have. profaned among the heathen, whither ye went" (Ezek.
XXXVI. 22).
. Thus, dear reader, we get a key to the freeness und fulness,
as well as the sovereignty, of divine grace; and, iu proportion as
our minds are imbued with these Scriptural verities, we shall be
diverted from looking into ourselves, with the hope of dis~ovel'ing,
if possible, some ground on account of which we might presume upon
divine favour.
The more we are led by the Holy Ghost to discover the total
bankruptcy of human nature, and the more deeply we are con~
vinced of the truth of Paul's testimony, after even the many years
he had been manifestively in Ohrist, the more we shall admire the
kindness and cornpussion of Him" who is rich in mercy, for His
great love wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead in
sins" (Eph. ii. 4, {)); yea, "God commendeth His love toward us,
in that, while we were yet sinners, Ohrist died for us" (Rom.
v. 8). Now, what was the Apostle's testimony, after he had been
the subject of saving grace for nearly thirty years? "I know that
in me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing" (Rom. vii. 18).
Hence, beloved readp,rs, we are in part kept in the wilderness that
thereby we might have a deeper insight into ourselves, and realize
correspondingly the patience, forbearance, longsuffering, and compassion of J ehovah.
.
Moreover, in proportion as wc are led by the Holy Ghost into
a discovery of ourseh-es, in the sinfulness, deceitfulness, and abomination of our own hearts, the more shall we be, as it were, lost in
adoring wonder and astonishment at that love and compassion which
pitied us anCl pardoned us when we were in nature's darkness,
heathenis!U, and -invetel;ale enmity:
Ah! reader, how will snch a personal and heartfelt insight into
the nature of sin, and the awful extent of our ruin by both original
and actual transgression, lead us to acknowledge and adore the boundless love, astounding mercy, and wondrous tenderness of Hi~ of
whom we read, "Thus saith the Lord God unto Jerusalem: rhy
birth and thy nativity is of the land of Oanaan; thy father was an
Amorite, and thy mother an Hittite. ; . . . Thou wast cast out
in the open field, to th€> loathing of thy person, in the day that
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thou wast born. And when I passed by thee, and saw thee
polluted in thine own blood, I said unto thee when thou wast in thy
blood, Live; yea, I said unto thee when thou wast in thy blood,
Live" (Ezek. xvi. g, 5, 6).
Reader, we should bear in mind that Israel of old was a
typical people, and that, both in the Lord's dealings with
them, and their treatment' of the L3rd, we have a striking setting
for~h of the two-fold aspect of the self-same thing, in regard. to the
Lord Himself and His spiritual Israel in all ages.
With this fact bafore us, it behoves us to consider the character
of Moses' address to -Israel, in his farewell words, as given in the
Book of Deuteronomy. How large a proportion of this book consists of "retracings," or, as it is called, "The Second or Repetition." By the Jews it was named "The Book of Reproofs."
How suggestive is this; and, in connection with the passage
already quoted, how emphatic was the testimony of Moses, where
he declares: "Not for thy righteousness, or for the uprightness of
thine heart, dost thou go to possess their land: but for the
wickedness of these nations the Lord thy God cloth drive them'
out from before thee, and that He may perform the word which
the Lord sware unto thy fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and J acob.
Understand therefore, that the Lord thy God giveth thee not
this good land ~ possess it for thy righteousness; for thou art a
stiff-necked people. Remember, and forget not, how thou provokedst the Lord thy God to wrath in the wilderness: from the
day that thou didst depart out of the land of Egypt, until ye
came unto this place, ye have been rebellious against the Lord"
(Deut. ix. 5-7).
We dwell upon these facts, dear reader, solemn and humiliating
as they are, because we are intensely anxious, at the close of ourfortieth year's labours in connection with this work, to leave pro.
minently upon record our ever-deepening sense and most thorough'
conviction that there never was, nor can be, in the people of
God, any more than in the most consummate worldling, aught to'
attract-much less to merit-the favour, good-will, or compassion of
God. Neither in their unregenerate state nor in their converted
condition do the adopted sons and daughters of the Most High
possess one particle of merit. Their salvation is wholly and solely
of pure and undeserved mercy. From the moment that divine
life is infused into them, through and by the quickening power
of the Holy Ghost, until the very last breath they draw in this
vale of' tears, that great truth is endorsed upon them, as new
creatnres in ChriF!t Jesus: "By grace a1;e ye saved, through faith;
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works,
lest any man should boast" (Eph. ii. 8, 9) . Yea, as long as
they are in the school of Christ-from the moment they are
brought by an Almighty arm into it till the moment they leave
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it-they are attempting to spell, pondering over, diving into,
seeking to explore, in its heights and depths, lengths and breadths,
that one word of five letters-G-R·A-C-E.
We dwell upon the fact for a two-fold reason-first, in order
to discourage the reader fl;om looking unto self, or conferring with
flesh and blood, in the hope, sooner or later, of discovering a
something that shall commend him to J ehovah, and thus render
him less in need of rich and pure and altogether unmerited grace.
Secondly, we dw.ell upon it because even now-to say nothing of'
the times that are setting in upon us-there are those (and their
name is legion) who deny the freeness, fulness, and all· sufficiency
of GRACE, and insist upon a will and a po/eel' in the creature
that shall render them acceptable to God.
We unhesitatingly affirm that, in proportion as that wilt and
that power are advocated, in that very proportion the perfected,
the completed, the D,bsolutely and entirely accomplished work of
the LORD JESUS OHRIST is superseded and virtually set at nought.
Such advocates are found precisely in the condition of the unbelieving Jews spoken of by the Apostle in the tenth chapter of his
Epistle to the Romans, where he declares that" they, being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their
Dwn righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone that believeth" (Rom. x. 3, 4).
Now, of the Lord Jehovah's divine condescension, boundless
love, and marvellous mercy, we have been permitted and privileged for forty years to publish these great and glorious verities
through the medium of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. How deep our
sense of frailty, and sin, and shortcoming,' in regard to our most
imperfect labours, the Lord Himself alone knows! Suffice it to
say, that we dare not take to ourselves the veriest.iota of credit,
{)l' indulge in the least particle of self-satisfaction, in connection
with our humble labours, weighty, self-denying, responsible though
-..they have been. How weighty and how responsible' again we say,
-the Lord Himself alone knows! With the utmost truthfulness
'we can assert that, during these forty years, scarcely t"o consecutive waking hours have passed without our thinking more or less
·of the requirements of the GOSPEL MAGAZIKE.
. If one man more than another is indebted to the light, the
teaching, the strengthening, the prompting, the lipholding, the
sustaining, the soothing, the comforting power of God the Holy
Ghost, it is ourselves!
. Under the deep consciousness of· this absolute and entire
dependence upon the Holy Ghost, we revel in such Scriptural
verities as the following: "Now therefore, go, and I .will be with
thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say" (Exod. iv. 12) ;
"It is not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord
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of hosts" (Zech. i v. 6); ,; But the LOJ;d said uuto me, Say not, I
am a child; for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and what·
soever I command thee thou shalt speak" (Jer. i. 7); "For ye' see
your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh,
not many mighty, not many noble, are called; but God hath chosen
the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath
chosen the weak thing3 of the world to confound the thing3
which are mighty; and base things of the world, and things
which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are
not, to bring to nought things that are; that no flesh should
glory in His presence" (1 Cor. i. 26-29); "Not that we are
sufficient of ourselves to think anything as of ourselves; but
our sufficiency is of God" (Z Cor. iii. 5).
, Without the shadow of reservation, we acknowledge our indebtedness to the Holy Ghost, in that, in spite of the various changes
inseparable from this ever-varying life, and notwithst~nding
indifferent health and the claims upon our time and attention,
for the first seven years, in the midst of business turmoil and
perplexity, and then for three-and-thirty yeam with parochial
and ministerial responsibilities, we have been enabled to write the
leading article throughout our Editorial career, with the exception
of one solitary instancB.
To the all-sufficiency of the Holy Ghost we ascribe the fact
that we have been able to persevere in our Editorial course.
In spite of frequent faintings· by the way, and, notwithstand·
ing we have numberless times come to the co.nclusion that our
little fund was exhausted, and there was no longer any oil in
the cruse, still (adored be His great and ever-blessed name!)
we have found the words of Jesus a precious verity, "Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again; but whosoever
drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall, never thirst;
but f the water that I shall give hiH shall be in him a well
of water springi.ng up into everlasting life" (John iv. 13, 14).
. Moreover, such is the blessedness of It living experience (if we
may so term it) .that, by the Lord's kind, gracious, and most
merciful interpusitions, manifestations, and tender and loving vi.sits,
we have found these communications (under the ministry of the
Holy Ghost) amply sufficient to supply matter, fresh and fresh,
without hashing up the labours of other men. Nor have we
(amid all our conscious shortcomings) reason, in this respect, to
reproach ourselves for adopting the language or utilizing the work
of other men. We never intentionally have quoted the ideas of
others without acknowledging the fact. We have uniformly held
in abhorrence the assuming a fellow-creature's garb. Our
being able to pursue this course uniformly for the space of forty
years, we ascribe to the mercy, love, and faithfulness of Him who
,. Our secJnd article for July, 1810,

wa~

entitle3, "Fa.int, yet Pur3uiog."
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saith, "My grace is sufficient for thee: for My strength is made
perfect in weakness" (2 001'. xii. 9).
As we write for the encouragement of others, as well as in
acknowledgment of the L~rd's great goodness, we are anxious to
leave upon record a second fact. It is that we have realized, in a
pre-eminent degree, the fulfilment of another portion of the Lord's
blessed Word. We read in Proverbs xi. 25, "He that watereth
shall be watered also himself." Now, we are bound in common
honesty to say that, both in writing- and speaking in our dear
Lord and Master's name, we have been nourished and strengthened,
comforted and encouraged, in a ten-fold higher degree than by
any other means. Oh, how true have we found the declaration,
"There is that scattereth, and yot increaseth; and there is that
withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty" (Prov.
xi. 24). In relation to our humble labours, we may truly say it
has been the scene in the prophet's day re-enacted, "So she went
from him, and shut the door upon her and upon her sons, who
brought the vessels to her, and she poured out" (~Kings iv. 5).
We havd personally proved the blessedness of the secret known
to the Lord's divinely-commissioned servants, that, whilst this one
and that one have been ~coming with their" empty vessels "-their
poor, bleeding, broken hearts-there has been the divine cormpand
to pour out into all these vessels. The very sight of the vessels
-these poor craving ones-has served, under God, to awaken a
tender sympathy and to infuse a godly zeal; and, in spite of
previous dearth ap.d deadness, there has been the" pouring out,"
8S in the widow's case, of what the Lord was, at the moment,
"pouring in."
Oh, let those upon whose minds the "burden of the Word of
the L~rd" is laid consider this, for veril.y it is part and parcel
of "that secret which is with them that fear Him, and to whom
He will show His covenant." In numberless instances, during our
Editorial career, have we felt as cold and lifeless---yea, as dead
and as destitute-according to feeling and appr.ehension, as possible. Just at such juncture there has come "an empty vessel,"
in the form of some poor, anxious, broken-hearted fellow-sinner's
epistle. In a moment the heart has been touched-the 6re enkindled--the oil has begun to flow-and, although there are a
multitude of such poor wayfaring and. wilderness-wandering ones
whom we have never seen, nor shall see until we meet them
above in our Father's house and home, yet what a kindredship
has been opened up, what a nnion discovered, what a oneneSJ
realized! so that, by these means-these "empty vessel:;" on
the one hand, and "the oil" supplied there and then by the
Holy Ghost on the other-we have afresh had light thrown
upon that precious testimony, "And they said one to another,
Did not our heart bum within us, while He talked with us
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by the way, and while He opened to us the Scriptures?" (Luke
xxiv. 32.)
All! dear reader, we are bound to testify that, had we had
no other rewar<i for our labours in connection with this work,
we have been abundantly recompensed by this "communion of
saints;" and, in immediate connection therewith, "fellowship with
the Father and with His Son Jesus Ohrist."
Well, and whilst, at the close of thi's our fortieth year, we
set up our "Ebenezer," and testify, "Hitherto hath the Lord
helped us,!' what can we more say P vVhy, simply this: whilst
acknowledging the grateful fact that the Lord "hath delivered,"
and "doth deliver," we can only, in simplicity and godly sincerity, add, "in whom we trust that He will yet deliver us"
(2 001'. i. 10). We have no positive light upon the future of
our path. vVhether absolutely near home or not, we cannot
flay. If the great Apostle, with all his light and in spite of
all his indulgence, were compelled to admit, "And now, behold,
I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not lcnowiilg tlte tMngs
that shall bfjllll mo there," what may our puny selves say?
Personally, our constant plea is, "Oast me not off in the time
of old age; forsake me not when my strength faileth;" " Now
also, when I am old and grey-headed, 0 God, forsake me not;
until I have showed Thy strength unto this generation, and Thy
l)ower to everyone that is to come" (Psalm lxxi. 9, 18); and
these pleas, dear reader, are based npon the Lord's most gracious
promises-" They shall still bring forth fruit in old age; they
shall be fat and flourishing; to show that the Lord is upright,
and there is no unrighteousness in Him" (Psalm xcii. 14, .15) ;
"And even to your old age I am He; and even to hoar hairs
will I carry you: I have made, and I will bear; even I will carry,
and will deliver yon" (Isaiah xlvi. 4).
Personally, again we say, our wishes, with respeot to the little
residue of our days, are that we may "finish our course with
joy, and the ministry. which we have received of the Lord Jesus,
to testify the Gospel of the grace of God" (Acts xx. 24:), and
that we may be privileged to live and to rejoice in that holy
confidence which enabled the Apostle Paul to declare, "And the
Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me
unto His heavenly kingdom; to whom be glory for ever and
.
ever. Amen" (2 Tim. iv. 18).
Whilst looking back over forty years-a period extending far
beyond the average of human life-we can but be reminded of the
vast' changes which have taken place during that time. How few of
our early correspondents are left! How very many with whom
we have had communion, especially by letter, have "gone the way
of all the earth"! How many who were "mourners in Zion"
have gone to that blessed inheritanoe where we read, "God shall

264

The Gospel M agazillt.

wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more
pain; for the former things are passed away"! How often we say
of them" Once they were mourning here below,
And wet theil' couch with tears;
They wrestled hard, as tue do now,
With sins and doubts and fears.
"'Ve ask
They,
- Ascribe
Their

them whence their victory C:lme;
with united breath,
their conquest to the Lamb,
triumph to His death."

Again, contemplating pilgrimage, we exclaim" Are tve not travelling upwards too,
As fast as time can move?
Nor do we wish the hours more slow
To keep us from our Love."

Ob, how sweet is the thought that "they without 'ltl should not
be made perfect" (Heb. xi. 40). Still (ble5sed be God!) that glorious verity stands out in all its incomparable fnlness and blesse.d-,
ness, "Father, I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me,
be with Me where I am; that they may behold My glory, which
Thou hast giyen Me': for Thou lovedst Me before the foundation
of the world" (John xvii. 24). He must" see of the travail of His
soul, and be satisfied" (Isaiah liii. 11). He must have the fruits
of His redemption, the purchase of His own blood. " Not a hoof
shall be left behind" (Exod. x. 26). He must be in a position
finally to say, "Behold I and the children which God hath given
Me" (Heb. ii. la).
Reader, in' the midst of all the bewildering circumstances of
this poor perishing world, with the perverseness of men, the 001'mption of the flesh, the assaults of the wicked one, and so much
to indicate that the last days (with all their momentousness) are
upon us, how sweet it is to fall back upon the covenant faithfulness of a covenant God! How privileged the plea of the "I
wills" and the "they shalls" of our immutable J ehoyah! Moreover, the conscious failure of heart and flesh, worn and wearied in
the battle of life and with the turmoil and travail of the wilderness, only tends the more to endear the language of the Psalmist,
where he exclaims, "Although my house be not so with God;
yet He hath made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in
all things, and sure: for this is all my salvation,' and all my
desire, although He make it not to grow" (2 Sam. xxiii. 5).
Beloved readers, what a glorious prospect awaits us! Be assured
that those of us who, by grace' divine, "have seen an end of all
perfection" (Psa. cxix. 96), and have been brought, under the
ministry and constraining power of God the Holy Ghost, to look
to and rest in and upon JESUS, as the only hope set before UB
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m the Gospel, shall, in due time, realize the great and glorious
fact that "we have not followed cunningly-devised fables" (2 Peter
i. 16). Oh, no; J ehovah, in His Trinity of Persons, Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost, will, in the consummation of all things, ratify,
confirm, and establish the great and glorious verity, "Yea, He loved
the people; all His saints are in 'l'hy hand; and they sat down
at Thy feet; everyone shall receive of Thy words" (Deut. xxxiii. 3).
Let us, then, beloved, even though still on pilgrimage-still in
an enemy's country-still compelled to acknowledge that" without
are fighting's and within are fears "-yea, notwithstanding, let us
"thank God and take courage," and, as we journey onward and
homeward, let us, in spite of all, venture to eing"This God is the God we adore;
Our faithful, unchangeable Friend;
Whose love is as large as His power,
And neither knows measure nor end."
" 'ris Jesus, the First
·Whose Spirit must
·We'll pmise Him for
And trust Him for

".

and the Last,
guide us safe home;
all that is past,
all that's to come."

St. Luke's, BedmiJ1ster, April, 1880.
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THE EDITOR,

A LITTLE 'WHILE.

ONLY a little while;
We are but pilgrims here;
Only a little whileThen check the falling tear.

Only a little while
Dil.rk clouds will intervene;
Only a little while,
Then comes a brighter scene.

Only a liWe while;
Our Father knoweth besL;
Only a little while;
This home is not our rest.

Only a little while,
This life will soun be o'er;
Only a little whileYonder's another shore.

Only a little while,
Till shadows flee away;
Only a little while,
Till dawns an endless day.

Lo·vedean.

A.UNT

Lucy.

SUBMISSION.-Whell thrown, in the providential arrangement of our
gracious Lord, out of the stir and bustle of a religions working lile,
and the sacred pleasures of an active ministry, it is only a change in
the mode of occupancy. Before, we ,vere called to serve Him by
doing His will; now, we mnst serve Him by bem'i'ng it. We may
still, and that very effectually, "live to the Lord;" we may still
" glorify Him in our bodies and spirits, which are His." The very trial",
which He is pleased to allot to us may, in one view, be regarded as
talents committed to us, by the right improvement of which we may
to the very end serve and honour Him. The mode of service may
not be so much to our mind, but it is the Lord's choice for us, and it
is ours ~ to submit and obey.
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SAVING GRACE.
are ?Je saved, throngh faith: and that not of yourselves; it ,is
the gift of God."-EpHESIANS ii. 8.
« SAVED by grace! " " The old, old hIe," say you. Yes, friends, we can
find no better; and, as one who has personally realized its truth, we
love to set it forth again and again, to the praise and glory of our
precious Redeerner, who has accomplished all for lB. As. an old writer
has truly said, "There is not a round in thfl ladder to heaven which
dotlr not give everyone who steppeth upon it just occasion to sing,
" Grace! grace!'"
Here, then, we have, at all events, three preciolB words to dwell upon"grace," "saved," and" faith." vVe might well add too the expression,
"' the gift of God j " but, having recently shown at length how everything
connected with our salvation is a matter of gift, we may now confine
our attention more especially to the thought of our heart-lodged there,
we trust, by the Spirit of God--namely, that all the narratives of the
New Testament preach this facto-we are suved by grace. Of course,
the Old Testament histories of God's saints proclaim the same truth, but
such tradngs would be too extensive for us at this time. N or can we
so much refer to the omnipotent power which Christ put forth in heal·
ing the leper, casting out devils, restoring the sick, raising the dead,
and EO forth; although we believe all such instances are illustrative of
the work of sin and the power of the SaYiour, und bring out the great
salvation. 'Ve can only take a few of those cases "here His power to
save the soul, as an act of sovereign grace and mercy, sets forth the
fact we are dealing with-that salvation is all of grace.
Dear reuder, I do not know how you fee-Ion this matter, but I must
say, personally, I am assured that nothing but free grace makes any
difference between me and the vilest wretch on earth j and I believe,
if a child of God, you will subscribe to this statement. 'Ve can attribute His having enrolled our unworthy names in His long list of bloodbought ones to nothing else than His sovereign grace and mercy. "Oh,
to grace how great a debtor!"
.Now, the first incident we would refer to is, the call of Simon and
And/rew, James and John; and it is remarkable that a miracle preceded
that call. Matthew and Mark do not mention this, but Luke does.
He tells us how Jesus. "stood by the lake of Gennesaret,- and saw
two ships standing by the lake j but the fishermen wert) gone out of
them, and were washing their nets." Entering one of the ships, which
were evidently moored to the land, He taught the people on the shore;
"' vVhen He had left off speaking, He said unto ::limon, Launch out
into the deep, and let down Jour nets for a draught." Simon complained that they had been doing this all night, and yet had caught
nothing, adding, "Nevertheless at Thy word I wi"ll let down the net."
Mark, "at Thy word." 0 D, how much there is in that "Thy word"!
Results must. follow. Blessings in rich abundance come at His word.
When they had done as commanded, "they in closed a great multi;
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tude of fishes, and their net brake." Astonished indeed they all
were at the draught, Simon Peter falling down on his knees, exclaiming, "Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, 0 Lord." Blessed
acknowledgment-a thing truthful enough, but important to know"I am a sinful man."
Then came the Lord's "Follow Me!" and
"they forsook all, and followed Him."
See we not, then, that this diyine call is accompanied with
miracle? Some say that the days of miracles are past, but we feel
that our spiritual birthday was a miracle-day, and so was yours, dear
reader, so t~at we are miracles of God's grace; and the first thing
that the miracle revealed to us was, "0 Lord, I am a sinful man."
And in after experien.ce it does not follow that 11; man must be living
in flagrant sin to be brought to this acknowledgment. Oh, no; mercifully preserved in integrity and uprightness, the Christian will yet feel,
under a felt knowledge of the treachery of ·the human heart, " 0 Lord,
I am a sinful man. I am unworthy that Thou shouldest come under
my roof."
Again, this divine call is a rnaUer of majesty. "Where the word
of a King is, there is power." "Follow Me!" The word is sufficient.
It needs of no explanation; it submits to no caprice on the part of
man; and we do love to think, personally, that our knowledge of
divine things has been brought to us by the word of the King of
kings, and in this we see our di\-ine safety. He spoke the word,
and it was done.
Again, this divine call is a matter oj 1nercy-ah! all of mercy. The
felt sinfulness of our nature referred to will make us view it as
such. "It is of the Lord's mercy we are not consumed."
He did
not speak the word because He saw anything in us to commend us
to Him, but because" He has mercy on whom He will have mercy."
And then this divine call melts the heart-makes the recipient
We do not hear of Simon or
willing in the day of God's power.
Andrew, James or John, struggling against the divine will, making
excuses; but, at His emphatic "Follow Me!" they do follow Him,
and He makes them "fishers of men." No education necessary, valuable as education is, but these humble meu were the appointed
means. God the Holy Spirit gave them the needed wisdom, and
the Lord took "weak things of the earth to confound the mighty."
The revered Augustus Te>pJady, himself an eminent scholar, was yet
called by grace under the ministry of a humble layman. He tells us
in his diary that, at the age of sixteen, it pleased God in His providence to direct his steps into a barn at a place called Codymain, in
Ireland, where a layman was preaching. The Word of God then delivered was fixed upon his conscience "in demonstration and power."
There was nothing in the place or instrument to work upon the fancy,
but "it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them
that believe;" and having, some years afterwards, some sweet comfort through that passage in the Ephesians, "Ye who sometimes
were far off· are made nigh by the blood of Christ," he adds,
"It was from that passage that Mr. Morris preached on the memo·
rable evening of my effectual call by the grace of God, and under
that sermon I was, I trust, 'b:r;ought uigh by th.e blood of Christ' in
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August, 1756." And so, in many other cases which might be mentioned, the instruments the Lord has employed to effect His divine
,purpose have been to the finite comprehemion weak and insignificant.
'Well, now, in this divine call of Jesus, and in the work that
followed, taking as He did "the weak things of the earth to confonnd the mighty," some can look no further than to represent our
Lord as an example-yea, the example of a Man who "went about
doing good." But what are the words recorded at the close of the
first miracle He performed on earth 7 "This beginning of miracles did
Jesus in Cana,. of Galilee, and [mark] manifested foJ"th His glory: and
His disciples believed on Him." This is it. As John before declared.
"And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among ns (and we beheld
His glory, the glory as of the only·begotten of the Father), full of grace
.and truth." So that we maintain all the work He did and does is to
"manifest His glory." This is why He has saved us, dear reader, and
"called us with a holy calling." I own my soul becomes melted within
me when I think of it, and I cannot help exclaiming, "Precious Jesus,
manifest Thy glory more and more in my experience. In whatever way
it pleases Thee, do with me as seemeth Thee good, so long as it manifests
Thy glory."
, .
. Well, let us again refer to the Word, and trace further to the point,
how all is of grace and mercy. And this surely is set forth in the
narrative of our Lord's discourse with Nicodemus, when He tells the
inquiring ruler of the Jews' that" "except a man be born again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God." Now, there are many who will tell
you that this new birth is a figure of conversion work, and that, when
a man believes, he becomes converted, and this is being born again.
Far beyond this, we contend the new birth is not merely a figure, but
a fact/ and, where experienced, a.s Jesus said, such are "born of the
Spirit." Those who are only feeling it as a figure of man's believing
may and do fall away, and return again to an ungodly course; but
where, by an act of sovereign grace and mercy, the new creation is
engendered by the power of the Holy Spirit, such may haye frequent
falls in their pilgrimage journey, but can never fall away and be lost.
I have been much struck with David's desire in his old age, namely,
that he might "show forth God's strength unto this generation, and His
'power to everyone that is to come." This is what we desire to do to
the end of our career-to set forth man's poverty, in the matter of
salvation, and God's strength; man's nothingness and God's powerfeeling as we do, experimentally, that all we know of divine things
has been a matter of sovereign grace and mercy.
But further to the point. We turn again to the Word of God, and
we stay at the pregnant narrative of. the woman who had been a notorimls
sinner, but is assured of forgiveness by Jesus, as another proof that
salvation is all of grace. The Pharisee, in his pride and ignorance,
thought within himself that, if Jesus had been a Prophet, he would
·have known the character of this woman. Blessed be His name, not
mel.'ely did He know who and what the woman was who had crept
behind His feet, weeping, but He knew the very thoughts of the heart
of the self-righteous Pharisee, and strikingly condemned the Pharisee,
and drew attention to the poor sinner. "This woman," He repeats
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again and again, showing how she has manifested a spiritual yearning
after Him and love for Him. Here was sinner and Saviour brought
. into contact, resulting in the gracious assurance, "Her sins, which are
many, are forgiven."
But, again, we will take two cases put together in the Word, yet
forming a striking contrast, as another proof that salvation is all
of grace-we mean that of blind Bm'#mceus ancl Zucchcens the publican
-the former a blind beggar by the wayside, the latter a rich man,
for a publican, or tax-gatherer, in those days was one who bought
the privilege .of collecting taxes, and were men who, by exaction,
wrung from the poor their hard-earned gainings. ",Ve are shown, then,
in this contrast that, while the poor have the Gospel preached to
them, yet the Lord does enter sometimes the houses of the rich; and,
by an act of sovereign grace and mercy, save one as well as the other.
He can when Heplea<3es take a Countess of Huntingdon as well as
a poor penniless beggar by the wayside, thus showing that salvation is
all of grace. Another striking contrast here is, that Bartimams cried
unto the Lord. Zacchams does not seem even to have cried at all, but
Jesus, with divine sovereignty and power, declares, "This day has
salvation come into thy house."
Dear reader, now that our blessed Lord has sent the Comforter to
arrest and convince of sin, to seek out and to save His elect, we
cannot lirillt His operations. It plea<3cs Him to put a cry into the
heart of same, so that, day after day and year after year, their cry
is for spiritual sight and the joys of salvation; while with others He
works a mighty. work.in a moment.
All this is but additional
proof of our point that "by grace are ye saved." It is in no way of
ourselves.
But, further, we may mention the case of the woman taken in adultery.
The scribes and Pharisees-wretched, crafty fellows-brollght a woman
unto Jesus taken in adultery, and, glorying in their contemptuous
act, said to Him, "Master, the law commands that such should be
stoned: but what sayest Thou'!" Mark, "this they said, tempting
Him, that. they might have to ai:cuse Him. But Jesus st.ooped down,
and with His finger wrote on the ground, as though He heard them
not." But when they pressed Him for a reply, "He lifted up Himself, and said unto them, He that is without sin among you, let him
cast the first stone at her." I cannot imagine anything more cutting
and convicting than our Lord's words. Before it one and all of them
shrank like cowards, because there was not one that was exempt from
sins which they would have been ashamed to have had dragged into
daylight. Their hearts condemned them; they were convicted in their
own consciences, and one by one, beginning at the eldest, sneaked out
of the Lord's presence. There then stood Saviour and sinner alone.
'When our Lord saw this, .He said, "",Voman, where are those thine
aecusers 'I hath no man condemned thee 'I She said,' No man, Lord"mark, she calls Him "Lord."
"Neither do I condemn thee," said
Jesus; "go, and sin no more." Was not tltis the display of sovereign
and saving grace 'I
But we take another case-that of the woman of Sctma1·ia. " Hc
must needs go through Samaria." However- this may be geographi-
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cally explained, the fact remains the same that our Lord had a deep
purpose of love and grace in going down to the very spot where
.;racob's well was. Not an act on the part of the woman showed
that she was personally affected by divine grace-nay, she was living
in sin, yet worshipping she knew not what-but how wonderfully
the Lord preached to her the necessity of the new birth, the water
of life within, His own precious gift, and then unveiling her sin tJ
her: "Thou hast well said, I have no husband: for thou hast had
five husbands; and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband:
in that saidst thou truly j" and yet, though living in sin, and when
sealed home upon her heart, she struggled to evade the conviction
of it, thore came directly afterwards the revelation of Christ to her
soul: "I that speak unto thee am He."
Then does she bc;come
convinced, and there follows the tc;stimony of her lips.
The woman
left her water-pot, with its earthly supply, for she had received the
heavenly supply of divine grace, "and went her way into the city,
and saith to the men, Come, see a Man which told me all things that
ever I did: is not this the Christ?"
Dear reader, was not all this a matter of sovereign, saving grace?
And I apprehend that it is in the same way we have been bronght
to the knowledge of divine things. We were sinners, dark, dead, worshipping in the way of outward profession we knew not what. The
Lord drew nigh-with a- purpose of love and mercy He came-unveiled
by His Spirit the secret sins of the heart, sealed it home upon the
conscience, and then revealed Himself as "the one thing needful," the
Saviour of such a sinner, the true Messiah. Then were our lips
unsealed, and we became anxious to" tell to others that surround
What a dear S:lviour we had found."

But refer to another proof to the point-that of the woman who was
bowed down j01' eighteen yea1'S. There are three things especially in this
case which make this poor afllicted woman a striking type of every
poor sinner. She had "a spirit of infirmity j " our Lord declared,
., Satan hath bound her these eighteen years j" and she could in no
wise help herself. Here, then, was a hideous disease, aptly representing sin j the bondage of Satan, setting forth a state of unregeneracy j
and the entire helplessness of her position-she could do nothing for
herself. But what does Jesus do for her? Mark, she does not even
go t.o Him until "He called her to Him)'" and then and there,
without any parleying, exclaimed with the voice of power, "Woman,
thou art loosed from thine infirmity." And what followed? Just
that which always follows the saving work of Jesus.
She was
healed of her infirmity, "and glorified God." Dear' reader, if a
saved soul, I am sure such experience fits into your own.
And now look at the truth we are referring to brought out by
our Saviour in another way, namely, a doer of the law instructed
how eternal life is obtained, the spirit of this man's ideas being in the
inquiry, "Master, what good thing shall I do [m~rk, 'shctll I do '] to
inherit eternal life?" It is repugnant to the natural feelings of man
to be told he can do nothing at all in the matter. The spirit of
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pride is up in· a moment when he is told this, and he callnot
confront, in his natural state, the home truth, "Thou sayest, I am
rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and
knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and
blind, and naked."
" The law but makes your guilt aboundSad help! and, what is worse,
All souls that under it are found
By God Himself are cursed."

,

......:'

Supposing _God did reqnire of us perfect obedience to the divine
law, that we might obtain eternal life, our case would be hopeless.
Blessed be the name of Jesus, He has fulfilled the law for righteousness' sake for us. He was the only One that. could, therefore,
"there is none other name written imder heaven whereby we can be
saved."
Surely, then, in this view of the case, we see how an
must be a matter of sovereign gr,lce and mercy.
Ourselves are
nowhere; Christ is "All and in alL"
Then, again, what an exhibition of sovereign gmce is the case of
the dying thief u:pon the cross!
Our blessed Lord was crucified unjustly. He was the innocent Victim. Not so the two malefadors
who were crucified with Him; and it would appear that both alike,
on the Yery cross, were yile unbelievers in Jesus, for, when the
chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked Him, saying, "If
He be the King of Israel, let Him now come down from the cross,
and we will believe Him. He trusted in God: let Him deliver
Him now, if He will have Him: for He said, I am the SOll of
God. The thieves also [mark, 'the thieves,' both of them] which
were crucified with Him cast the same in His teeth." They were,
then, both ungodly wretches-both daring to rail at the Lord of
glory from their crosses-but, in the one case, grace interposed, and
the Spirit began to work; for, while Matthew and Mark tell us
that they that were crucified with Him reviled Him, Luke, evidently
referring further on in the sad scene, tells us that, while the one
"railed on Him, the other rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear
God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation 1 And we indeed
justly; for we receive the due re\1-arcl of our deeds: but this Man
hath done nothing amiss. And he said tmto Jesus, Lord [oh, how
much was conveyed in that one word, 'Lord' I-the birth, the believing, the blessing], remember me when Tholl comest into Thy
kingdom. And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To-day
shalt thou be with Me in paradise." Straight up from the cross to
the crO\n1. This will tell you what sovereign, saving grace can do,
where and when the Lord pleases; and this case ~tands out as a
lasting proof that Jesus saves to the uttermost--that none need despair
who are looking alone to Him, and who are feeling, in and of themselves, that they are no better than that dying malefactor. Oh, Lord,
speak the word to such! Say unto such, "I am thy salvation." Thou
art in Thy kingdom now. Remember such for good, and make them
feel that, however much they know that they are sinners, Thou hast
cast all their sins behind Thy back Thou wilt remember them and
their souls, but not their sins.
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Our Lord set forth the same truth in His parables. Take three
or four by way of example. The delive7'ing of the pOOT debtors. They
The
owed large sums of money j tlley had nothing to pay with.
creditor frankly forgave them b0th.
Surely here again is the con.lition of the sinner set forth, and the free grace and mercy of
,J esus. Our debt of sin was immense. We had not wherewith to pay
a farthing of it.
Jesus frankly forgave us-yea, Himself became
our Substitute, paid our debt entirely, and we are free.
Again, the parable of the good SmnaTitan tells the same tale of sovereign and saving grace. The priest had no word for the stripped and
wounded siuner, but passed by on the other side; the same with the
Levite. There is salvation in no other but in Jesus, the Good'
Samaritan. Jesus comes where the poor sinner is, has compassion on
him, binds up his wounds, pours in the oil of the Spirit and the
wine of the Gospel, provides for his necessities, pays all his past and
future debts, and thus works for him a complete and perfect salvation.
The same precious truth is conveyed to us in the parable of the lost
sheep. "This Man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them." Jesus
goes forth after His lost sheep, finds him struggling in the thickets
of sin and the world, releases him from his dangerous position, lays
him" across the shoulders of His almighty strength, brings him safely'
into the fold, leads him beside the still waters of eternal love and
into the green pastures of Gospel privileges.
The same with the lost piece of money. It has become buried amidst
the rubbish of the fall. The Holy Spirit lights up the dark corners
of the house, sweeps diligently, finds the lost one, and bids the Ohurch
militant and Church triumphant rejoice together that another lost
soul is saved by the power of the Spirit.
The same truth is also conveyed to us in the prodigal son, who left
his father's house determined to haye his fill of this world's pleasure.
Sin strips him of all; the world feeds him with swine's food. Legal
preachers tormented him in his misery, till the Holy Spirit makes
him a seeker for his Father's· home, who, "when he was a great
way off, saw him, had compassion upon him, fell on his neck and
kissed him" as His own son still. The subdued and astonished son
can only weep out his unworthiness and acknowledge his sins j but
the Father calls for the best robe of Ohrist's imputed righteousness,
and has it put upon him; puts on his finger the token of eternal
salvation, the golden ring of God's everlasting purpose of love j has
the fatted calf of Gospel provision killed for him, and bids the whole
household rejoice that His son, though dead, is alive again j though
lost, is found.
And then the same gracious truth is taught in the parable of the
[en viT{lins. The foolish virgins have lamps in their hands, but no
grace in their hearts. The Gospel is preached to both the foolish
and wise virgins j but who hath made us to differ 1 Who hath
awakened the heart but the Spirit of God 1 Grace makes the
difference. Grace works with one in a pew, who becomes alive to
the things of Gud, longs for the precious truth to drop upon the
heart with melting power, while the next neighbour is dead, worldly
minded, and unconcerned. The wise virgins will often feel drowsy
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through the toil and care of the way, but, for all this, oil is in the
lamp, and the Lord has made them ready for the midnight cry,
"Behold, the Bridegroom cometh !" As I write these words, I cannot
help responding, "Even so, come, Lord Jesus!"
But a word more about saving grace. I am sure the proofs would
not be at all complete if we left out the striking instance to the
point of Sti!t! of TaTSUS. Surely his salvation was all of grace. His
own testimony, which he uttered ,\yit.h holy boldness at Jerusalem, in
his memorable defence, is very precious. He tells of how he was on
his way tQ Damascus, "about noon, when suddenly there shone from
hea,en a great light round about me." He fell to the ground. A
voice from heaven said, "Sanl, Saul, why persecutest thou Me ~ "
He became then and there a new creature in Christ Jesus, a trophy
of divine grace, a champion for the truth of God, a preacher of the
everlasting Gospel of Christ.
'What say you, then, dear reader, to this precious and pregnant word
" grace" ? Vve could add case after case known unto us in the present
day of the Lord's marvellous work with poor unworthy sinners. We
are satisfied of this one thing, that, whatever may be declared about
man's fi'ee-will and coming to Christ-doing his part, and God's doing
His-and the like unscriptural assertions, we are satisfied that the
language of one and all of the redeemed of the Lord is, "By grace
are It~ sa,ed through faith: and that not of ourselns; it is the gift of
God."
Sared.' lIark the word in i import and fulness. Saved! Here arc
the fruits and effects of grace-an emphatic, a complete salvation-for
it does not mean that we are IIlerely saved from an irreligious course,
and that "for a time we may walk well, and then relapse into our former
state and be lost; nor does it mean a mere temporary salvation, which
No; the very expression "saved," as conmay turn out a failure.
nected with God's grace; implies completeness-yea, the VVord of God
emphatically connects it with glory. The word "saved," with such a
connection, is a weighty word, a thrilling word, a God-like ,"yord. Oh,
when we think of the ungodly, who care for none of these things, who
are living recklessly in sin, and may be cut off ill a moment, we cannot feel grateful enough to the Lord, who has made us concerned,
made our hearts soft, and given us some assurance of our eternal
safety in Christ Jesus.
'We had better be in the pilgrim's pathway,
with all its trials and thorns, than in the miserable plight of the
ungodly.
But our passage says, "By grace are ye saved, thTOllgh faith: and
that not of yourselves "-no, the very faith is not of self; if it be, it
is worthless-CC it is the gift of God." As is the life, so is the faith.
The gift which is the operation of God goes forth immediately after
Ohrist, cra,es Him, clutches Him, crowns Him. As one has said, " God,
who enables sinners to thirst after grace, will surely give them the grace
they thirst after." And then such grace, even the grace of life, buds
forth into faith, followed by other gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit,
as He is pleased to bestow them.
What think you, then, dear reader, of the old, old tale-" saved by
grace" ~ Do not the Scriptures abundantly set it forth, and our own
T
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hearts roopond, "It is so-it must be so" 7 I am sure it was so in
my case. ,Ve have seen the fact demonstrated by the divine eaU of
Simon and Andrew, James and John. At the Saviour's command they
followed Him, such a call being, in their case and ours, a matter of
miracle, majesty, and mercy, all to manifest forth Ohrist's glory.
Further, we have seen how this fact is demonstrated by the new birth.
Such as have realized this have been born of the Spirit-a mighty
change, far above a change of opinions and a free-will conversion. Then
we have drawn cases from the Scripture to show how salvation is indeed
all of grace, as, for example, that. of the woman who had been a
notorious sinner; but who was assured by Jesus of the forgiveness of
her sins. Again, of blind Bartimreus and Zacchreus the publican, the
contrast of these two cases showing how the Lord works in a sovereign
way when and where He pleases, entering the cottage of the pauper or
houses of the great at His pleasure, or saving some even by the wayside. Then we have taken the cases of the woman taken in adultery,
the woman of Samaria, the - woman who was bowed down eighteen
years, and the dying thief, as all proofs of the same fact, while our
Lord preached the same home truth to the doer of the law, who thought
to merit salvation by his good deeds. Then we have showed how the
parables of our Lord tell the same truth of salvation all of grace, as,
for instance, that of the delivery of the poor debtors, the good Samaritan,
the lost sheep, the lost piece of money, the prodigal son, and the ten
virgins, while the conversion of Saul of Tarsus stands out as a lasting
exemplification of the same truth.
Precious, then, we repeat, is the word "saved" under such circumstances, issuing as it does in "the like precious faith of Gael's elect,"
which finds its all in Ohrist. Such views of the truth are God-honouring
and Ohristcglorifying, giving all the praise to the Eternal Three, to
whom it is due. May the Lord the Spirit apply these reflections upon
this important point to the soul profit and comfort of many a poor
sinner who is feeling with us that "by grace are ye saved, through
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of Gael."
BUJ·ton-on-Tl'ent.
G. O.

"THOUGH I BE NOTHING."
(2

CORIKTHIA,,'\S

xii. 11.)

" LESS than nothing" is God's word;
Surely this describes my case,
'When I seem not to afford
Evidence of life or grace:
vVorse than nothing I must be,
Lord, if not allied to Thee,

Well I know I nothing am,
Not one deed have I to boast;
Yet presume to bear Thy name,
Undeserving, though, the most:
But, Lord, nothing would I be,
If I thus be filled with Thee.

Nothing do I, nothing say,
Nothing feel, nor think, nor try,
But is sullied every way
By the sin that grieves Thine eye:
Oh, how truly nothing is
Such an empty heart as this!

NothinO" in myself-I crave
To b~ rich in all Thou art;
All Thou hast, oh, let me have!
. All Thy life and love impart:
I, if sharing these and Thee,
Rich to all intents must be.
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OLD MORTALITY.
OBITUARIES, generally speaking, only give the best side of believers,
and hide the old Adam nature from observation; but saints are sinners
to their last sigh, and give proof of their need of "the blood which
c1eanseth from all sin." Each believer has something peculiar in the
circumstance§ of his spiritual birth, and this is equally true with regard
to his death. Bodily infirmities overwhelm, in some cases, spirituality
of mind, and the anguish caused by the slow process of removing the
pins of the btbernacle too often occupies the thoughts, to the exclusion
of heavenly things.
These are facts that the sufferer laments, and those abont them
must observe. All who are in the secret of a God-given religion, that
must be sustained by the same power that produced it in the soul,
will know and reyognize "that which is born after the flesh is flesh;
that which is born after the Spirit is Spirit;" and thus distinguish
between the old man of nature and the new man of grace.
The closing scenes in the life of a believer are always interesting to
the Ohurch of God. To follow the saints to their life's end, and have
their dying testimony to the love and faithfulness of God, is matter
for encouragement to the weak, and of consolation to those who,
"through fear of death, are all their lifetime subject to bondage."
.
Tt is not uncommon in divine arrangement to find that believers,
who for many long years have walked in the ways of the Lord
and testified for the Gm:pel of the grace of God, come to a dying
hour in silence, and pass out of time into eternity in unconsciousness. They have given their testimony; their work is done, and th~y
smoulder out of life to enter into the "riches of the glory of th"e
inheritance" eternally prepared for them above; whereas the young of"
the flock often go home in triumph, and fulfil the prophecy, "The
child shall die a hundred years old." Not to make the heart of the
righteous sad, or put any' legal stumbling-blocks in the way of God's
saints, we record the following circumstances, whereby the Lord,
through one of His people who is now with Him, may speak
a word of caution to those who are on their way to the heavenly
Canaan.
W. N-- had been long a subject of divine grace, often favoured
with an unclouded assurance of his interest in Ohrist. Both in his
prayers and conversation, his language oftentimes expressed the joys he
felt and the happiness he realized in his secure position in Ohrist.
His call by grace was clear, well known, and recognized by the Lord's
people, and his walk in a moral point of view was most correct;
hut the pride of his nature was strong, and his infirmity of temper,
though sometimes checked, was an incurable evil. His deep poverty
and lonely situation may have helped forward the calamity of his
rugged temper, for which allowance was made by those who knew he
was kind, unselfish, and evor willing to serve others. He. was a
widower for many years, and was helped by his children, which 'wa's
T 2
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a bitter trial to him, often saying of his daughter, "She has a.
family of children; she is very poor; husband often ill, out of work.
How can she give to me and not hurt herself? I'd sooner go without
victuals than take them from her." Then, in a cheerful tone, he would
say, "I be past eighty, and old people don't need much food. I can do
on a meal a day very well." Though unable for some years to earn,
he still loved work, and kept his room in order.
When in a confidential mood, he would tell a friendly listener that it was hi:;; wont
to wash his clothes at night, put them to dry in the passage when
the' lodgers w~re gone to bed, and haul them in before the people
were up. Other nights he would sit up to sew and mend his clothes.
He was exact in trying to save expenses that he had no means to·
meet, or give his children, who were very kind to him, more trouble
than was necessary as long as he could work. A few days before his
death some money was brought to him from a charitable society. He
said to his daughter, "I owe three weeks' rent.
Go and pay it at.
once. Take the book; see it put down all right. Now, don't
delay."
When attacked by his last illness, he was visited by a friend whohad long kno,Yn and valued him as a b3lievH.
After inquiries about
his bodily c0nclition, the question was put, "Now, what of your
hope?"
"I have none," he said; "'tis clean swept out." ,,'What t
no memory left of past days and sweet moments of enjoyment?"
"No, not any." "But you had such sea:;;ons?" ., Yes; but I believe
now it was all a sham-all delusion." "That is a very sad state OI'
things." "Yes, so it is," he said, with a deep groan. "It all now
seems a mistake; all I said, all I felt, a delnsion." "But none OF
us ever thought that. IVe thought you were lifted up at imes with·
true joys, though the pride oJ your nature, no doubt, often got
mixed with your joy, and made you despise others that were not
so favoured; and often, in your talk and in your prayers, you gave
the little ones a beating."
"Yes, yes, that's true, I did; I can
see it now." "",Vell, the Lord may see fit to give you a beating now.
There is a rod in Zion for God's naughty children, to teach them
better. 'A man's pride shall bring him low.''' "And I am low now,
no doubt of that. My sins are all spread out before me like this"waving his arms to and fro. "Pride was at the bottom of all I said
and did." " Very likely God has removed your hope for a time to do
you good, and us too."
"N 0, no; shams will do nobody any good.
I was altogether wrong." "But the covenant is not wrong.
Once
there, there for ever" 'Did J eaus once upon thee shine,
Then J esua is for ever thine.'

"Have you any word given you now?" "No; can't expect it." "Any
prayer? " "N 0; howling and groaning, that's all." "That's better
than nothing. The Lord takes notice of the groans and cries of His
people; but you used to doubt that a child of God could get into a
spot 'like this. What do you say now?" "Wish I was a child of
God; wouldn't care what spot I was in then." '" The rod and rebukes
give wisdom,' the Book tells us. Now you are getting wise; you are
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learning your lesson." "Oh, I be a big fool j that's my state j but 'tis
awful work to see all that I see now." Frequent visits followed, but
he was no better.
Some money, upon one occasion, was sent him from a kind friend,
and, when, given to him, the tears rushed to the old man's eyes.
H What!" he exclaimed, "from Mr. - - !
I was very rude to that
dear man; nasty temper was up-turned my head away, and would not
speak to him when he spoke to me. Tell him---" but his utterance
was choked by his emotion. He could only say, "I am a wicked
sinner." Then, after a pause, he asked, "How is that poor thing, Mrs.
R-- ~ " "She is very ill, and likely to die." "There now, that
was another child of God I behaved rashly to-took huff all for
nothing-resented some trifling word she said, and never went to see
her again. All this comes before me now. You see my sin is great."
({ But you are forgetting the plan-God's covenant salvation. The
Lord's people are eternally loved, eternally pardoned j and Christ came
to seal with His blood God's promise of pardon to each child.
Now,
God cannot change as you do, so Y0ur sin cannot alter His plan j and,
if He ever spoke pardon and peace by His Spirit to your soul, that is
enough, even if He does not choose to speak it again till you find
yourself in heaven." The old man shook his head. "Can't believe
nothing-all wrong, all a delusion, aU false."
"Then whatever of
your confidence that was false and is taken from you before you
depart, it is a mercy. It is in the coYenant, 'They shall all be taught
of God,' and you are learning a hard text now: 'Without .Me ye can
do nothing.''' "Aye, but then, don't you see, it was all nothing-never
had anything." " Now, that's as you think, and the Lord alone can
elear up your way j but, when people are long indulged with a..
happy assurance, the enemy often creeps in, and they begin to think
they have some will and power in getting and keeping this assurr.nce, and God comes and sweeps it all away, to show them 'it is
not of him that willeth, nor of him that rnnneth, but of God that
showeth' mercy.''' "Yes, I know God is a Soverei 6n.
He will do
as He pleases, and 'tis right He should. "''lhy not ~" said the old
man. "How is that poor Miss - - now 1" "She is just the same.
She is learning her lesson, like you: 'I led thee these forty years
in the wildemess to humble thee, and to p1'ove thee, and to know
what was in thine heart j ' and you know it is written, 'Blessed is the
man whom Thou chastenest, 0 Lord, and teachest him out of Thy law j '
and the teaching of the Spirit is to lead a sinner to owe all to Christ,
from first to last; and, when we get any confidence in self, it is
the Lord's mercy to strip us, and lay us low." " Ah! yes, that's true,"
said the poor old man with much feeling; "I have felt that before today." He b6gged his loving thanks' to all friends, again asserting how
kind they had been, notwithstanding aU his surly ways.
The next tidings of the old mau was his death. He was conscious to the last, but unable to speak for some hours, though anxious
to make himself understood. His countenance was calm, and, as"
long as he could utter a word, it was earnest pleading for mercy
through blood.
His last audible sentenc(l was, "God be merciful to
me a 'sinner!"
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EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS OF A NOW GLORIFIED ONE.
(Continued from page 217.)

B--, July 30th, 1875.
My VERY DEAR PATTIE,-I hear I am to be proposed as a member
of the Church at the meeting this evening. Do you think I shall be
received 1 I hope so. I wish I could make you understand what I
feel about myself-how I have to resist every expectation or even wish
that anythhlg should come to me, bilt only and alone for Jesus' sake. I
crave for the love of the Lord's people, but only to come for His sake.
They ought not, aud cannot, love me for what I am of myself. I
desire always ~o feel" accepted in the Beloved," accepted by the Father
in this way, and accepted by His children in this way. He will show
you, what I mean on this point in His good time. It is one
of the things that I cannot explain, but it is known by the teaching
of the blessed Spirit, and, as I believe, comes after our having been
utterly stripped of all hope of finding anything good in self, which is a
painful process- a process, I hope and believe, is being carried on in
you, my dear sister. The work is the Lord's, and He does it.in the
right. time and way.
It is a cause of much gratitude to the Lord to find I am so kindly
thought of by. the dear friends at Chichester. I should like to write
a great deal .in .answer to what you say about prayer. The enemy of
peace has been listened to by you. "Resist him," the Lord enabling
you, and thank the Lord for giving an answer to your prayer last
Sunday. In mercy Ho gave me power yesterday to entreat for a
blepsing. on the services last evening (Thursday), and most certainly
that prayer was given me, for very shortly after I had further proof
of my own wretched nothingness, for I lrished to think of the dear
people during the very time they would be in chapel, and did not
do so. I daresay you will hardly believe that. I had to tell the
Lord that" to me belongs shame and confusion of face." You will have
more just thoughts of what I am if I tell you more of what is
omi.tted and committed when self is at work "In me (that is, in my
jle6h) dwelleth no good thing." This has to be felt and grieved over
lis well aiil said, but here is our blessedness, "Iu Him [Jesus] d welleth
all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, and ye are complete in Him ",
-ten thousand times more blessed than beiug complete in ourselves.
Oh, how much sweeter to give glory and praise to our ~eloved, than
to have it given to ourselves, even if we could deserye it!
I hope you will go on to write openly to me, and leave the issue
with the Lord. I expect you will find iu your heart much the same
as has been shown me in mine, though, perhapR, not such evils.
With fond love, yours affeclionately,

M. G.
B--, A11gUSt 2ncl, 1875.
I FEEL thankful in telling you that I had a nice quiet time yester~ay
morning (Sunday), and was favoured in being able .to entreat a blessmg
on the dear ones assembled at chapel. I am at tImes much shut up
in praver-distressingly .so-but yesterday, though almost unable to
get ou"t a word for 'inyself, I could pray for others, and took it as a
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kind token from the Lord. Afterwards, when I was reading in the
book lent me by dear Mr. VV- - , on "Communion wi.th the Holy
Ghost," my heart was comforted, and such desires kindled as I believe
shall be fulfilled, as they were raised by Him who answers prayer.
I thought, when reading your letter, "Well, dear Pattie cannot
seemingly find any good in herself, so it is being shown her how very
much she stands in need of just such a Saviour and Friend as Jesus
is." He, and He alone, can break and melt hard hearts; He, and He
alone, can warm cold ones; and it is His mercy to cause us to see and
feel what our hearts are without Him. It is to the needy that He
becomes very precious; but we are so dull, we do not like being made
to feel our neediness, though it is the very thing that makes us, as
dear Kent says, "sick of self and fond of Him." I could also trace
in your letter much of what I have been made to feel, so, altogether, I s.et it down that the Lord, in His great goodness, is carrying on the work He has begun in you; consequently I could rejoice,
though I felt for the grievous things you are experiencing.
I should indeed have liked to have heard Mr. Woods yesterday morning. Part of his text has many times been sweet to me-" looking
unto J"esus." I can imagine the discourse to have been very nice. I
like, too, hearing about endurance and patience. Both are so much
needed, and I :have neither patience nor power to endure, except
when He supplies my need. "He is the Chiefest among ten thousand;" and may you and I know more of Him than has yet been
in our hearts to conceive of.
"
B--, August 3rd, 1875.
DEAREST' P ATTIE,-Your letter this morning was so" very agreeable
that I feel obliged to write and thank you for it, and tell you I had
very great pleasure in reading it. You give an account that quite
cheers me, and I was almost ready to think you are better ,off than
I am; but, when I remember what the Lord has shown me of His
lovingkindness, and His all-sufficiency to supply my need, then I think
I would not change with anyone of His saints, or wish to have anyone
of His orderings for me altered. This is just what I have felt at times
when the Lord has made Himself very precious; and now, in dark,
trying, and sad days, I try to remember how it was when under His
smile. I change-He remains the same.
"Well, I have written the above because I was beginning to pity
myself, and to wish I had your privileges. It has given me, too, very
great pleasure to hear what you told me of the evening service. The
anecdote of the little child is very touching. That is just as I wish
we might be kept-" looking unto Jesus," giving little or no heed
to the things that would draw us aside. I know dear Mr. "roods
holds Him as the "Chiefest among ten thousand," and so you will
hold Him too one day-indeed, now I believe you would part with
all rather than. giye up your hope-so in truth He is Ckiefest in
your estimation.
(To be continued.)

IN all your trials, mark the leadings of Providence, and you will
find "mercy is' blended with judgment."
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My DEAR MRS. L--,-I heard they had a grand day at the asylum,
"fith very many visitors. The more one is favoured with, right teaching, the more one is disgusted with all men's ways to get on, for whatever cause it may be j and it becomes a matter of hatred to see how the
Lord the Oreator is set aside for man's inventions and man's policy,
:using the very brains He has given them against Himself, with an hypo·critical show of religion on the face of that which, if it could speak,
'would cry out, "Infidelity!"
But, dear friend, all this is no comfort for you to read-you
who feel the infidelity of your own heart, and want, blessed be God,
to get rid of it, which is all the result of the Holy Ghost making
manifest what is in you, and also of giving you hatred of the same
-true marks that the Lord is by your side, though He may be
.still hiding Himself, for "verily Thou art a God that hidest Thy'Self," though it is well for us to ask prayerfully the cause, not from
curiosity to pry into His hidden counsels, but with a view to know
if there be any stumbling-blocks in the way, and to beg He would
show us them, and remove them, that we may leaql an intended lesson
for our own soul's benefit and for His glory.
. How little this last clause is taken into consideration, and how little
we consider that the Lord is really a jealous God! He looks down
from heaven and beholds the children of men. He sees His own people
full of gratitude, so to speak, to some friend who has assisted and been
kind to them, and ready at once to fOl'ego any pleasure or profit to
malre a return, if it be in their power, while He who has turned that
friend's heart towards them, and is entirely the cause of the benefit
received, is sometimes altogether forgotten j or, if the heart remembers
"from whom all goodness flows," how cold the aspirations towards
Him! or, if they be warmed by the breath of the Holy Ghost, how
soon is the Lord forgotten, while the creature remains long in the heart
and upon the memory! Oan we wonder at our God being a jealous
God 1 and, when He is bent upon having our heart's best aiIections,
at His taking from us whatever stands as an idol between us and
Him, and appearing to go contrary to us in the daily 1yalk of life 1
"If you walk contrary to Me, I will walk contrary to you, saith the
Lord."
But these things now-a-days are not preached, or a~ least
very rarely. It is "line upon line" in doctrine, but "precept upon
precept" seems kept in the background j and I verily believe that
the enemy of souls, knowing the multitude of promises that l),bound
for those whose desire is to follow Ohrist, keeps the ministers
from reminding their hearers how much they themselves are often
at fault by whispering in their ears, "Legality-this is legality j" and
so they go on with their doubts and fears, without any such warning
as that given by the Master in Revelation iii. 19. But the Apostles of
old were not to be so overcome by Satan, as we read in their Epistles.
Where now do we find ministers begging, as Peter did, that "all
diligence might be given to add to faith, virtue j and to virtue, knowledge j and to knowledge, temperance" (2 Peter i. 5-7), and telling
the congregation the reason of their barrenness and unfruitfulness in
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the knowledg.e of the Lord Jesus Ohrist, also in their not being able
to realize their interest in Ohrist 1 Peter distinctly told those who
were born again that, if they were lacking in these things-that is,
the fruits of the Spirit, which he had named-they were blind, and
could not see afar off; in other words, could not see Jesus. Read from
the tenth verse to the end of the chapter, and you will see what necessity Peter thought it to be of to remind them of these things, also to
make known unto them that this was the way for them to have an
"entrance administered ab~tndantly" to them-not an entrance, for
this they to whom he was writing were sure of, through the b100d
of Jesus. But it is one thing to be safe, and another thing to feel
om safety; and this is what Peter seems to be alluding ta.
I have been led to write in this strain from finding what a low
state the chapel is in here.
Yours very truly,
July 2nd, 1864.
M. L. M.
THE REV. D. A. DOUDNEY, JUN., AND HIS
OONGREGATION.
Prom the "Carlisle Journal" of March 20.
THE Rev. D. A. DOUDNEY, vicar of St. James's Ohurch, who has been
appointed to the living of Ore, near Hastings, preached his farewell
sermon to a crowded congregation on Sunday evening, from the text,
Acts xx. 32. Having alluded to t.he occasion which led St. Paul to
use the words of the text, Mr. DOUDNEY said that the pleasant sixteen years, during which his connection with St. James's parish had
existed, was now about at an end, and their bond of union was about
to be severed for ever. He might see them again-he hoped he should
- but it would no longer be as their pastor, nor could he spea,k to
them after to-night as their minister, or look upon them again as
his congregation. Many changes had taken place during these sixteen
years; and how few of those who met with him in the schoolroom at Holme.Head and towards the year 1863 were amongst them
to-night! How many had gone to their long home, and how many
others were scattered far and wide! During the last sixteen years no
,less than 14,735 funerals had taken place in the cemetery, a number
very nearly equivalent to half the population of the city. 'What chilnges
did these figures represent! Might he not say, as their pastor, that
during those sixteen years he had striven to set bl'fore them faithfully
the Word of God 1 In his 1,200 sermons in this parish he had
preached to them from every book in the Bible, and almost from every
chapter, and, so far as he could see, he had not omitted one single
difficult text. He had endeavoured honestly to lay before them the
promises of God, the invitations of the Gospel, and the solemn warnings of
the Scriptures; and he was thankful to believe that in many cases the
Word he had preached had been received as it was preached. Very
soon another chief pastor would occupy St. J ames's pulpit and preside
over them. ,They did not know who it would be, but they knew the
appointment was in trustworthy hands. He hoped that nothing like
Ritualism would be found in St. J ames's Ohurch, and that they would
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resist anything approximating to the doctrines and works of the Church
of Rome.
On Monday night, the annual tea party of St. J ames's congregation
was held in the school-room, when advantage was taken of the opportunity to present Mr. DOUDNEY, his wife and son, with some handsome parting gifts. The chair was taken by Mr. HALSTEAD (of the
firm of Messrs. Halstead and Beaty), and there was an over-crowded
attendance.
The CHAIRMAN, in making the presentation to Mr. DOUDNEY on behalf
of the congregation, said he had a pleasing duty to perform, but, at the
same time, there was a mixture of sorrow attending it, knowing as they
did that the tie which had bound them to their pastor for sixteen
year;; was about to be severed, and that they should no longer have his
presence and the cheering and the earnest tones of his voice to direct
them in the paths of duty. When Mr. DOUDNEY first came to minister
to them in the parish, their meetings for worship were held in Holme
Head school-house, and conducted there for many years; but Mr.
DOUDNEY conceived the design of erecting a church, and it was mainly
by his energetic endeavours that the beautiful church of St. J ames
was built and endowed for their accommodation.
Through Mr.
DOUDNEY'S instrumentality, this excellent school-house in which they
were met was also erected, as well as the vicarage. During all the
years Mr. DOUDNEY had been amongst them he had been a promoter
or supporter of every movement which had for its object the spiritual
and social advancement of his people, more especially of the cause of
temperance, that comfortable place of resor:, the Magnet Coffee Rooms,
having been opened through his efforts, with the assistance of very
generous friends. Mr. DOUDNEY'S ministrations had undoubtedly been
the means of rich blessings being bestowed on a multitude of his people,
and his labours in Christ's cause had been faithfully exerted for the
benefit of them all. After expressing good wishes for Mr. DOUDNEY'S
health and happiness, the Chairman, on behalf of the congregation,
presented him with an oil painting of St. James's Church, and he also
presented Mr. Doummy and Mrs. DOUDNEY 'with a purse of sixty guineas
as an expression of their esteem and appreciation. He had no doubt
the picture would be treasured as an heir-loom in Mr. DOUDNEY'S
family. (Cheers.)
Mr. PARKES in suitable terms presented M1'. DOUD~EY, on behalf of
the choir, with a photograph view of the choir, also a field· glass and
inkstand.
Mr. IRVING then handed Mr. DOUDNEY, in the name of the Sundayschool teachers, a number of handsome volumes. He said that sixteen
years ago the number of scholars was thirty, now it was something
like five hundred. (Cheers.) That spoke volumes for the energy, care,
and kind attention Mr. and Mrs. DOUDNEY had given to the promotion
of the welfare of the children in their Sunday-schools. He also presented to Master DOUDNEY a handsome copy of the Church Service,
. also from the teachers. (Cheers.)
Mr. DOUDNRY made a long speech, in which he returned thanks for
the presents, and took a retrospective view of the happy relations which
had existed between him and his congregation since he caIlle to minister
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amongst them. It was only for the sake of his health and that of
his family that he had resolved to leave them; but he could never
forget St. James's Church, its parish, and people. If he could have
anticipated the feelings that would have passed through his heart at
parting with them, he should have remained in St. James's parish till
his dying hour. (Loud cheers.) It was a difficult undertaking the
erection of St. J ames's Church, and they never thought when they
commenced it that it would cost £4,500. The topstone of the spire
was put up on the very day his eldest son was born-that son to
whom the _teachers had given the presentation.
He and the choir
had sometimes had a little tiff, but that was a quite proper thing
with regard to choirs-they brought out so much harmony that they
were obliged to create a little discord for the sake of contrast. All
the gifts that had been given him had not been ment,ioned. He got a
Commentary on the Bible from Mr. Naysmith, and his own Bible
Class gave him an embossing press and his wife a splendid album.
His wife had also received a volume from her own Bible Class.
(Cheers.)
Mrs. DOUDNEY also returned thanks for the presents, mentioning
a gift she had received from the mothers of the congregation of a
beautiful tea service.
During the evening an interesting entertainment programme was gone
,through.

AT the present most critical juncture of our country, we think
people would do well to consider the annexed testimony of one of our
old divines in proof of in what consists

A NATION'S TRUE GLORY.
THE wisest prince that ever sat upon a throne has told us that
"righteousness exalteth a nation" (Proy. xiv. 34). It is not valour in war,
but righteousness; it is not policy in government, but righteousness;
it is not civility in beha.viour, but righteousness; it is not wittiness of
invention, but righteousness; it is not antiquity of forms, but righteousness; it is not largeness of dominion, but righteousness; it is
not greatness of command, but righteousness, that is the honour and
safety, that is the' renown and security, of a nation. The nation
that exalts righteousness, that nation shall be exalted by righteousness.
It is not Ahithophel's policy; it is not Jeroboam's calves in Dan and
Bethel; it is not J ehu's pompous zeal; it is not Goliath's sword;.
it is not rich mines of gold or silver, nor magazines, nor armies,
nor counsels, nor fleets, nor forts, but justice and righteousness that.
exalt a nation, and that will make a mean people to become a great,
a· glorious, and a famous people in the world. The world, is a ring,
and righteousness is the diamond in that ring; the world is a body,.
and righteousness and justice are the soul of t.hat body. Ah! England! England! so long as judgment runs down as waters in the
midst of thee, and righteousness as a mighty stream, thou shalt not.
die, but live, and bear up bravely against· all gainsayers and opposers.
-T. BROOKS (1662).
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SERMON PREACHED IN ST. LUKE'S CHURCH, BEDMINSTER,
DECEMBER 21, 1879, BY THE REV. W. H. PAINTER, CURATE.
" But 1mto you that fear My name shall the Sun of Righteousness al'~se
tlJith healing in His wings: mul ye shall go forth, and grow up {tS calves
of the stall."-MALACHI iI'. 2.

How rich is the vVord of God in contrasts! Contrasts between the
happiness of the 'Lord's dear people, and the misery of those who are
living for the world and for themselves! How strikingly does it set
forth the blessedness of those who are taught by the Spirit to believe
in Christ and to live upon Christ, and the wretchedness of those who
are content to live without Him! 'With one of these contrasts our
text and its context deals. In verse 1 we read, "For, behold, the
day cometh that shall burn as an oven j and all the proud, yea, and
all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh
shall burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall leavo
them neither root nor branch." Thus it was when our Lord first
appeared upon earth as Man: then the proud Pharisee and the
notorious sinner were as stubble, which is fit only for the burning;
and so it will be iu the day of His second appearing. "All the proud,
yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble." But far different
was it with those who feared His name-who looked for redemption in Israel-who believed the promises made by God unto the
fathers respecting the advent of the Messiah. Unto them the Sun
of Righteousness did indeed "arise with healing in His wings, and
they went forth, and grew up as calves of the stall."
And so it is at the present day with those who fear the Lord in
deed and in truth. But what is the nature of their fear 1 They fear
His name; by which expression the prophet means all that J ehovah
is and all that J ehovah has. Yes, he who, by the Spirit's teaching,
fears Jehovah's name, has an eye to all His great and glorious perfections-His mercy, grace, love, holiness, righteousness, and faithfulness. Far different is the fear of the worldling. Be fears God as a
criminal fears his judge: he dreads the judgment. Do you ask me
how this comes to pass, that the fear of the child of God is so
different to that of the individual who lives for himself or herself 7
The reason is this: Christ has been revealed to that sinner's heart by
the Spirit, and in Him the poor, trembling child of God sees all the
perfections of J ehovah revealed, manifested, and explained j for
(John i. 18) "no man hath seen God at any time; the only-begotten
Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him."
In his fear, then, there is no dread, no torment, but rather the confidence and the humility of a child.
We may also view this fear as the first spiritual feeling which a new-Iy'awakened sinner has. In some cases, but not in all, when the Holy
Ghost takes a sinner in hand, He comes to him as a ~pirit of fear, and
so of bondage, showing him what a sinner he is-how guilty, how
unrighteous, and how unholy j and that poor sinner is unable to lay
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hold of Christ by faith, to rest upon the promises, and to experiencc
the blessings of salvation. His cry is, "I am too great a sinner to be
saved. There is hope for others, but no hope for me." But does the
Spirit. leave him in this sad condition, and allow him to perish in his.
sins? J'{o, brethren j and here is comfort for anyone who is in this fear.
If the Spirit has brought you down into this valley of humiliation, He
will bring you up out of it. He will gi\·e you to believe in Christ with
your heart j He will put a new song into your mouth, even a song of
thanksgiving unto your God j for all this fear which He ha> wrought
in your heart is one of salvation's blessings, and it will issue in trLBt,
confidence, and assurance, for it is written, "Unto you that fear My
name shall the Sun of Righteousness arise with healing in His ,yings."
Yes, the Lord Jesus Christ, "the Sun of Righteousness," shall arise
upon you. Thus is the glory of the_Saviour brought before m. - How
glorious is the material sun in the heavens, "which is as a bridegroom
coming out of his chamber, and rejoiceth as a strong man to run a
race"! (Psalm xix. 5.) But how far inferior is this magnificent orb to
the Lord Jesus Christ! He is the most glorious Object in the spiritual
"He is the Head of the body, the Church: who is the
firmament.
beginning, the First-born from the dead j that in all things He might
have the pre-eminence" (Col. i. 18). From Him light continually
emanates, for He Himself said, "I am the Light of the world" (J olm
viii. 12) j and He never sets, His light being experienced by His believing people in the night as well as ill the day-in the darkest dungp.on
as well as ill the king's palace. Only let the Sun of Righteousness
shine into the heart of a sinner, no matter where his lot may be cast
or what his circumstances may be, in the darkest night he has light.
But, great as the light'is which .we, the Lord's believing people, now
enjoy through grace, the light that we shall hereafter have, when our
Lord again appears "without sin unto salvation" will far exceed it j
for then will the predidion contained in Isaiah xxx. 26 be fulfilled:
"Moreover, the light of the moon shall be as the light of the sun, and
the light of the stm shall be seven-folJ, as the light of seven days, in
the day that the Lord bindeth up the breach of His people, and healetlJ..,
the stroke of their wound j " "for the Lord will be our everlasting light,
and the days of our mourning will be ended" (Isaiah Ix. 20).
But. the Lord Jesus Christ is not only called the "Sun "-He i,
also declared to be "the Sun of Righteousness," for He was to reveal,
make known, and apply to His believing people's hearts that righteousness which He had engaged to bring in for the justifying of
the ungodly, and this He now does. Oh, how blessed a thing is it
to have Him revealing Himself to one's heart as "the Lord Out'
Righteousness," showing me, an unrighteolls sinner, that, as my Surety,
my Substitute, He stood in my place, became for me "obedient unto
death, even the death of the cross j" that He made Himself responsible
for my sins j that He bore my punishmenr" since it is written (Isaiah
liii. 8), "For the transgression of My people was He stricken." Ah!
brethren, when the "Sun of Righteousness" thus shines into a sinner's
heart, He shows him that this righteousness is his - that he is covered
with it as Jacob was covered with Esau's garments when he stood
before his father Isaac-and that, consequently, "no condemnation" is
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written against him by that God who is "just, and the Justifier' of
him which believeth in J esm."
Yes, brethren, this is the happy
portion of him who feareth the na,me of the Lord; who simply
bolieveth in Jesus with his heart. In him are the Saviour's words
fLllfilled, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth My word,
and believeth on Him that sent Me, hath everb.sting life, and shall
not come into condemnation; but is passecl from death unto life"
(John v. 2 i ). Yes, ho is "washed, . . . sanctified, . . . anel justified in
the nam3 of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God" (1 Cor.
vi. 11); for obsoJ;ve what is written of this glorious "Sun of Right.
eousness ": "JIe shall arise with healing in His 1cings," or beams " and
oh, what healing does He impart! Yea, such healing as no man
can effect. 'What healing does He accomplish in the conscience that
is woundeel by sin, in the heart that is wounded by the law! and
what powerful medicine does He employ, even His own blood, His
wounds and stripes, for says Isaiah, "'Vith His stripes we are
healed." He lays upon the wounded conscience the salve of His own
righteousness, thus speaking peace.
He heals the heart that is
diseased with sin by giving it the sweet enjoyment of His own
presence.
'Wh-at encouragement have you, dear brethren, who feel your sins, to
come to this" Sun of Righteousness" for healing! Is your cry, therefore,
" Heal my soul, for I have sinned against Thee " ~ (Psalm xli. 4.) Then
J'ou. VIm he'3.t the g,r'3.ci.o\.\.~ reply, "I am the Lord that healeth thee"
(Exodus xv. 26). Do you lament your wanderings from the Lord, your
backslidings from Him ~ Then how gracious the promise, "I will heal
their backsliding" (Hosea xiv. 4).
If this J.Je the present happiness of those of us who, through sovereign grace, do now fear the Lord and trust in Him, how great will be
our happiness at His second coming as the "Sun of Righteousness"!
Then we shall find that we are freed from all sickness of heart and of
conscience, for the subjects of His eternal and glorious kingdom will no
more say, "I am sick," for they will not have any more to do with
sin; no more \vill they have to do with a wounded conscience; and
no more will they have to do with sorrow. On the contrary, they
will have their hearts filled with light, love, joy, and peace.
Mark, next, what will be the result of the rising of this glorious
"Sun of Righteousness" upon those that fear J ehovah's name: "they
shall grow up as calves of the stall." Yes, brethren, growth in grace
will follow upon the experience of spiritual healing. The Lord's people
are intended to be a growing people: they are to "grow in grace, and
in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ" (2 Peter iii. 18). They are
to grow in faith, in love, in wisdom, in humility, in the experience
of the truth which is in Jesus. Is this, then, our state ~ Are you and
I growing Christians, growing up into "a perfect man, into the measure
of the stature of the fulness of Christ" ~ Do we "add to our faith,
virtue; and to virtue, godliness; and to godliness, brotherly kindness;
:md to brotherly kindness, charity" ~ (2 Peter i. 5-7.)
Dear brethren, if we are not gl'olcing Christians, let us search into
the cause of it. Is it the fostering of a spirit of worldliness ~ Is it
the cherishing of some idol ~ Is it the indulging of some l)ractice
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which is contrary to the mind of God, by which the Spirit is grieved 1
W'hatever may be the cause of this leanness of soul, which the Spirit
may show us, let us bring it at once to Jesus, and wait upon Him for
His grace to enable us to put it away at once and for ever. Yea, let
us pray Him to arise afresh upon our souls with healing in His wings,
that ·we may be growing Christians.
Again, remember that He, in His grace and love, has appointed
ordinctnces for promoting the spiritual growth of His people. Use,
then, every ordinance of His bestowal. Say not, "This or that
ordinance ,~ill be an unprofitable one, and, therefore, I will not use
it." To act thus is to constitute yourself a judge of what the Lord
has ordained, and is not that presumption 1 The rather, brethren,
shonld you and I pray that we may with meekness receive the
engrafted ,Vord into our hearts-its heart-humbling precepts as well
as its soul-elevating truths. The rather should we seek to enjoy
every ordinance which Christ hath appointed for the strengthening
and refreshing of our souls, praying Him to vouchsafe His presence
unto us, and so to make the ordinance a channel of grace indeed
unto us. Thus shaH we experience that He hears our cries, and
makes us to "grow as the calves of the stall."
How will it be when "the Sun of Righteousness" arises "with
healing in His wiugs" at His second appearing 1 Then, dear brethren,
will His redeemed people ha,e no cause for complaining about their
leanness or their stunted growth. Ko more will they cry, "My
leanness, my leanness, woe unto me!" for of them it will be
peculiarly true, "They shall bring forth fruit in old age: they shall
be fat and flourishing" (Psalm xcii. 14).
But, before I close, I would fain say a few words to. those amongst
us upon whom the Lord J csus Christ, as "the Sun of Righteousness,"
has not risen, and who do not" grow up before Him as the calves of
the stall." My dear hearers, I would with all affection ask you honestly
and prayerfully to consider "hat must be your state and condition if
He has not thus risen upon you. ,Vhat is the condition of this earth
in a morning before the rising of the sun 1 Is it not enveloped in
darkness 1 What is the condition of a man who lives in a place into
which the rays of the sun never penetrate 1 How pale is his
countenance! how languid his steps! As, then, it is in natu1'e, so it
is in gmce. Yes, the individual upon whose soul this glorious "Sun
of Righteousness" has never rjsen is not only in darkness, but is
da1'kness -itself, and his soul, his heart, is desperately sick of sin.
And what worse than this can befall a man 1 Ah! there is the blackness of darkness for ever! May this, therefore, b~ the turning-point
with some of you! May the cry ascend from your hearts, "Heal
me, 0 Lord, and I shall be healed: save me, and I shall be saved"
(J er. riii. 14).
THERE are two considerations which are calculated to rccommendI might almost say to endear-affiiction to a child of God: first, thp.
consideration of the hand from which it comes j second, ,the consideration
of the blessin~s that folluw in its train.
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11EMORIALS OF MEROY; OR, THE DYING EXPERIENOE
OF A NOW GLORIFIED ONE, THE LATE MRS. HENRY
OUNLIFFE.
(Concluded from page 240,)

MUCH cast down to-day. This text on her mind an, day, "Satan
hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat." Deliver::mce came from' the following: "And a Man shall be as a hiding-place
from the wind, and a covert from the tempest; as rivers of wa ter in
a dry place, as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land." "Oh,
my Saviour, be Than my covert from the tempest of Satan! "
" Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee."
" _.\.ffi.ictions may damp, but they cannot destroy;
One glimpse of His love turns them all into joy;
And the bitterest tears, if He shine but on them,
Like dew ill the sunshine, grows diamond and gem.?'

"Oh, how these words comfort me: 'The Lord thy God in the
midst of thee is mighty; He will save; He will rejoice over thee with
joy; He will rest in His love; He will joy over thee with singing.'
These verses have been on my mind all the day: 'For this corruptible
must put on incorruption, 'and this mortal must put on immortality. So
when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal
shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying
that is written, Death is swallowed up in "ictary. 0 deatb, where is thy
sting 1 0 grave, where is thy victory 1 The sting of death is sin; and
the strength of sin is the law. But thanks ,be to God, which giveth us the
victory through our Lord J egus Ohrist.' ' And this: .' Being confident of
this very thing, that He which ~hath begun a good work in you will
perform it until ,the day of Jesus Ohrist.' "
,. Then trust Me, and fear not; thy life is secure;
My wisdom is perfect, supreme is My power;
In love I correct thee, thy' soul to refine,
To make thee at length in My likeness to shine."

Coming home in the evening, and finding her very ill, I asked her if
she had. been so long, and hacl she not better go to bed. She reJ:llied,
" Let me first read to you two hymns which have been much blessed. tQ
me, and which describe my:state far better than I can." She then read,the
well-known hymn, "I asked the Lord that I might grow," &c., and then
the following" J ehovah hath said, 'tis left on
record,
The righteous are one with Jesus
the Lord;
At all times He loves them, 'twas
for them He died,
Yet often He proves them, for
grace must be tried.

"When faint in the ,way, or lifeless
and cold,
Or sunk in dismay, and none to
'behold,
Yet firm to His promise thy God
shall abide.
But, grace in' the furnace shall
surely be'tried.
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With Him on the mount to-day
thou shalt be,
Indulged by thy LorJ His glory
to see;
Yet, though He caress thee, and
call thee His bride,
Yet grace, though He bless thee,
shall surely be tried.

"He will not forsake, but surely
perform
His word, though He take, His
way in the storm;
Yea, oft in the cloud9 of dejection
He'll ride,
Because He's determined His grace
shall be tried. '

'" The tempest will blow, the billows "As gold from the flame, He'll
bring thee at last
shall swell,
To praise Him for all through which
Thy soul; full 'of woe, shall pass
thou hast passed;
as through hell;
Then love everlasting thy grids
. All intended to prove thee, to stain
thy curs'd pride;
shall repay,
And God from thine eyes wipe
He love9 thee for ever, but grace ,
must be'tried.
all sorrow away."

Very much cast down to-day. She said to me, "I often wonder
if God hears my poor prayers 1" The following came with power:
." Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love; therefore with
Iovingkindness have I drawn thee." "As many as I love, I rebuke
and chasten."
"But since my Saviour stands between,
In garments dyed in blood,
'Tis He, instead of me, is seen
When I approach to God."

«For several days these four" words have been continually,on my
mind, 'Sister spirit, come away.' 'Though He were a Son, yet learnef!
He obedience by the things which He suffered.' Do, Lord, give me
strength to suffer."
" Grant, Lord, a gracious ending to all our earthly grief;
Grant, too, the strength to suffer it till Thou shalt send relief,
Then, when the archangel's trump shall sound to call us hence away,
We'll find the roughest earthly road leads to eternal day."

"Oh, to get safe landed! 'Like as a father pitieth his children,
so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him; for He kqoweth our frame;
He remembereth that we are dust.'"
" Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take;
The clouds ye so much dread

I

.Are big with mercy, and shall break
In blessings on your head."

This morning she asked me who the letters were from. I 'told her,
"One from her sister; and she wants to come to see you." She
replied, "She is coming to see me die;" which she did.
Telegraphed to, to come home quickly. When I entered her bed-room
she said, "He i,s ]Yrecious on a dying bed! How condescending for a
sovereign God to look upon a vile, afflicted sinner like me!" Then
repeated the following hymn" How"firm a foundation, ye saints of
the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!

What more can He say than to you
He has saidYou who unto Jesus for refuge have
fl~d 1

u
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" In every condition-in sickness, in
health;
In poverty's vale, or abounding in
.
wealth;
At home or abroad, on the land, on
the sea,
As thy days may demand shall
thy strength ever be.
" When through the deep waters I
call thee to go,
The rivers of woe shall not thee
overflow;
For I will be with thee, thy troubles
to bless.
And sanctify to thee thy deepest
distress.
" When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
My grace all-sufficient shall be thy
supply;

The flame shall not hurt thee, I onlY'
design
Thy dross to consume, and thy gold
to refine.
" E'en down to old age all :My people,
shall prove
My sovereign, eternal, unchangeable love;
And when hoary hairs shall their
temples adorn,
Like lamljs they shall still in My
bosom be borne.
" The soul that on Jesus has leaned
for repose
I will not, I will not desert to his
foes;
That soul, though all hell should
endeavour to shake,
I'll never, no nlCl,-e1', 110 lluer fOj'·
sake! "

The last line she repeated twice, with emphasis.
"Satan will terript· me to believe that, if my Saviour had loved me,
He never would have afflicted me so sorely. This passage comes to me,
'Vain man would be wise.' Oh, that God would enable me to say,
'Behold, happy is the man whom God correcteth; therefore despise
not thou the chastening of the Almighty: for He maketh sore, and
bindeth up ; He woundetu, and His hands make whole.''' She then
repeated the well-known hymn, "Begone, unbelief, my SaviolU' is
near," &c.
"Oh, this poor afflicted body! 'Ve shall soon have to part. This
afRiction is 1lntO death. Do not forget me when I am gone!" Then
repeated the hymn, "Afflicted saint, to Christ draw near," &c, Being
awake in the night, I heard her repeat the hymn, ,,'When languor
and disease invade," &c. When she had finished, I spoke to her, She
replied, "I was not aware you were awake. It is often a great comfort to me, when I cannot sleep, to repeat hymns, or sing them tG
myself.
'This heart, this unbelieving heart of mine!' 0 Lord, do
keep me in this hour of temptation! Do give me faith to' overcome
it ! Ah! how comforting: 'Though now for a season, if need be, ye
are in he,aviness through manifold temptations: that the trial of your
faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though
it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and
glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ.'''
,
" If ever it could come to pass

That Rheep of Christ might fall
away,
My fickle, feeble soul, alas!
Would falia thousand times a day;
'Vere not Thy love as firm, as free,
Thou soon wouldst take it, Lord,
from me.

"Ion Thy promises depend,
To these I cling with firm desire;
Thou, Lord, wilt love me to the
end,
Be with me in temptation's fire;
Wilt for me work, and in me too,
And guide me right, and bring me
through.
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" No other stay have I beside;
If t.hese can alter, I must fall;
I look to Thee to be supplied
With life, with will, with power, with all ;
Rich souls may glory in their store,
But Thou, 0 Lord, dost save the poor."
"Though troubles assail, and dangers affright,
Though friends should all fail, and foes all unite,
Yet one thing secures us, whatever betide,
The Scripture assures us, 'The Lord will provide.'
i' When Satan appears to stop up our path,
And fills us with fears, we triumph by faith;
He cannot take from us, though oft he has tried,
This heart-cheering promise, 'The Lord will provide.'''

....

'I hope the doctor will come early this morning. I feel very poorly.
Oh, this poor affiicted body! I can feelingly say, with Job, 'Although
affiictions cometh not forth of the dust, neither doth trouble spring
out of the ground; yet man is born unto trouble, as the sparks fly
upward. I would seek unto God, and unto God would I commit my
cause.' "Tis well when called to die.' It is a solemn thing to lie
on your deathbed! '0 Lord, I know that the way of man is not
in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps. 0
Lord, correct me, but with judgment; not in Thine anger, lest Thou
bring me to nothing.' How many times has that favourite text com-'
forted my poor soul.; 'For My thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways My ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens
are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your, 'ways,
and My thoughts than your thoughts.' It matters n'ot to me what
people think, nor what the doctor may say, but I do know that my end
is near."
,
"While I draw this fleeting breath;
When mlne eyes shall close in death;
When I soar to worlds unknown,
See Thee on Thy judgment throne,
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee!"

She then repeat.ed the following hymn"Yes, I shall soon be landed
On yonder shores of bliss;
There, with my powers expanded,
Shall dwell where Jesus is.
" Yes, I shall soon be seated
With Jesus on His throne;
My foes be all defeated,
And sacred peace made known. -

"I soon shall reach the harbour
To which I speed my way;
Shall cease from all my labour,
And there for ever stay.
" Sweet Spirit, guide me over
This life's tempestuous sea;
Keep me, 0 holy'Lover,
For I confide in Thee.

"With Father, Son, and Spirit,
I shall for ever reign;
Sweet joy and peace inherit,
And every good obtain.

" Oh, that in Jordan's swelling
I may be helped to sing,
And pass the river, telliooThe triumphs of my KiIl g !"

Saturdct?J Night, September 7th, 1878.-She was taken much worse.
Sent for the doctor. He stayed with her an hour, during which time
U 2

292

The Gospel Magazine.

she revived considerably.. At ten p.m. he bade her good night, saying
he should find her better in the morning. She replied, "Good night,
doctor, and good-bye, and thank you for all your kindness to me.
r shall never see you again."
As she was very restless, we sat up with her, for the first time. At
three a.m. a rapid change took place. She became very calm and
fIuiet, and repeated this verset(

Then, Christian, banish sorrow; the gloomy night of woe
Must flee before the beamings. of Hope's celestial bow;
Thy province is not ruling, but sitting meekly still,
Jehovah holds the sceptre, and He doth all things well! "

She 'sang the next verse with a strong voice"To Him, then, leave the guidance; He wills thy truest weal;
Thy name is graven on His heart; He will uphold thee still;
And, with admiring wonder, thou'lt own another day,
How mercifully ordered was thy pilgrimage in clay."

It now became very difficult for her to speak, though her voice
was still strong. On her sister asking her what it was she wanted,
she replied, "My hymn, No. 322, Gadsby's Selection." r fetched
the book and read it for her, to her great comfort and enjoyment"My sou), now arise, my passions, " Though here, day by day, His love
take wing;
shall see good
Look up to the skies, and cheerfully
Upon thee to lay His Fatherly
sing;
rod,
Let God be the Object in praises
Yet be 'not dejected, however op.
pressed;
addressed,
And this be my subject, ' 'Tis all for
Though sorely afflicted, 'tis all for
the best.'
the best.
"Search all the world ;through, ex-, "The beams of His grace are passing
all worth;
amine and see, '
And what canst thou view more
The smiles of His face are heaven
on earth·
suited to thee
Than this declaration, in Scripture
When to me 'He shows them. what
expresserl,
joy fills my breast!
That God, thy salvation, does all for
And when He withdraws them, 'till
the best 1
I
all for the best.
" But oh, the blest day~and soon 'twill ariseWhen, freed from my clay, I mount to the skies!
Then gladly I'll enter my heavenly rest,
And there sing for ever, "Tis all for the best.' "

After a short time she repeated the last 'Verse slowly, and with
the greatest difficultyt(

But oh, the blest day-and soon 'twill ariseWhen, freed from my clay, I mount to the skies!
Then ~ladly I'll enter my heavenly rest,
And there sing for ever, ' 'Tis all j01' the best.' "

The only words we could understand after this were, " Happy
souls I" or "Happy songsters!" She breathed heavily for a short
timE', ani th~n died without a moye, at 5.40 a.m., September 8th,
1878.
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ENGLAND'S CRITICAL CRISIS: A WORD OF VYARNING
AND EXHORTATION.
THE Gospel Standa1'd for April contains the annexed weighty words,
in the Editor's opening address to his readers:DEAR FRIENDS,-When the lines we are now penning reach your eyes, our
native country will be plunged into the turmoil of a general election. We.
believe that _it will be one of great import"nce. Though the Lord's people occupy
the position of strangers and pilgrims upon earth, they cannot be unconcernEd
spe.ctators of what takes place at'ound them. They must be in the world, though
not of it, and must be more or less affected by what concerns their fellow-men.
The Jews were told, when sojourning at B"bylon, to seek the peace of 'the land
in which they were dwelliog. 'Ve are told to do good unto all men, and pray
for all sorts. of .persons. 'Ve cannot well do this if we are indifferent to, and
unaffected spectators of, passing even!!;. In this highly-favoured land we. enjoy
great privileges. We can worship God according to the dictates of our comClences,
no man making us afraid. We live under, for the most part, just and equal
laws, and are really in a great degree well-governed. &urely it becomes us to
seek the welfare of our native land, and to pray for a. continuance of such great
blessings. It is right for us to entertain feelings of the truest patriotism, to
manifest a proper concern as to the real prosperity of our native land, to rejoice
in its welfare, and mourn over its adversities.
We are not, then, called upon to be unconcerned spectators of the coming
struggle. Ureat results probably depend upon it. 'Ye fe",r, amongst other things,
lest a party, weak in itself, and with a too small majority to be independent,
may sell us into the hands of those who are seeking to advance the interests of
a false religion; and will, if successful, by the promotion of that religion bring
down the heaviest calamities'upon our beloved country.
,
. Seeing, then, that an eve~t of such vital importance is coming on, and that It
is not improper for us to take a certaiu amount of interest in it, we think it not
out of place, as editing this periodical, to address you in a few words. In the
first place, we would warn our readers of the danger of being undu1y affected by
these thiogs. If our minds are excited, and our hearts unduly affected, these
things will sadly interfere with spirituality and a comfortable attendance, either
in public or pnvate, upon divine things. 'Vhilst taking a proper interest, it is
well for us to stand, as it were, aloof in the spirit of our mindS, calm anel
composed, whilst nnmbers are burried away by an unhealthy excitement. To
help us in this non-conformity to the spirit of the world, and to keep us from
undue excitement or anxiety, ma.y we e.er remember that, in the midst of all
events, the Lord reigns, and so reigns as to make all events work together for
His glory and His people's good. Chus we need not fear or be over sad if the
earth be removed, and if the mountains be cast into the midst of the sea. Thus,
too, we shall be more able to .do what is really right, and to act as become
Christians. It is a time -for the Lord's people to be much on their knEes in
secret prayer that God would so rule that the plots of designing persons may be
frustrated, and that those may be returned to Parliament who will firmly resist
the attempts of men who, if succeasful, would bring our country under the
displeasure and judgments of God. All God's people, by the grace of His Holy
Spirit, can serve their couutry in a way of praying for it.
Some of us will be called upon to exercise our right of voting. This should not
be done in a light or careless w'ay, but with due consideration, and in the fear
of God. If we are told in God's Word, whether we eat or drink, or whateveJ'
we do, to do all to the glory of God (1 Cor. x. 31), certainly we ought to consult
His glory in giving our votes at the coming election. Shall we, carried away by
mere party or political feelings, vote for tho,e who will in their places in
~arliament sanction such things as the desecration of the Sabbath, or the
advancement of the interests of Popery? Mind, we are no advocates of
persecution. We are not for withholding from our Roman Catholic fellow· subjects
any proper rights as citizens_ "Ve do not think that injustice can advance the

294

The Gospel Magazine.

cause of God. But neither justice nor wisdom calls upon us to give unnecessary
privileges or assistance to, or pass laws peculiarly in favour of, those who avow
opinions utterly subversive of all civil and r.eligious liberty. Mind, we write not
a9 J2oliticians; we do not attempt to say for what party our readers ought to
vote. All we nrge upon them is this-that they should consider the power of
voting a trust committed to them by their country, to be exercised for the welfare
of their fellow-countrymen in the fear of God. What offends God can never
really benefit man. So, then, the truest patriotism is to seek the welfare of our
countrymen by endeavouring, as much as we are able, to advance the caUbe of
God, aud to withstaud those evil things which fight against it. Though much
distress still prevails in this country at the present tim~, especially amongst those
who cultivate the soil-a subject which calls for prayer to God-it cannot be
denied and overlooked that Goa in His mercy is, to a certain extent, giving us a.
revival of trade, and indications of further prosperity. Here, then, we see cause
for both prayer and praise-praise for the relief already granted; prayer for
further mercies, especially for a favourable season this year for ripening and
gathering in the fruits of the earth. But, whilst we both pray and praise for
temporal prosperity, it is well to do both with trembling. May we ever
remember that sin is the disgrace aud ruin of any country. It becomes us, then,
to principally direct our prayers against sin, against errors and evils, against
Popery, infidelity, materialism, atheistic denial of God. These are the great,
though often disregarded, dangera. Let us, thep, by nod's help, be much
in prayer against them. Let us pray for our rulers that God would govern
their counsels, and not suffer them to take counsel as against the Lord.
Let us at this time too, God helping us, especially pray that the Lord would so
rule and overrule in this general election, that a parliament truly beneficial to
the nation may be returned. Thi.,. indeed, is to pray that men may be retnrned,
the majority of whom will steadfastly oppose all legislation which strengthens
instp.ad of weakens the hands of iniquity and error. In thus doing we shall act
the part of true lovers of our country, seeking to advance its truest interests,
and at the same time its national prosperity.

In the same number of the Gospel Standard appears the following letter,
.el1titledA WORD OF EXHORTATION TO UNITED PUBLIC PRAYER.
" A ncl I beseech you, treth1'en, suffer the w01-cl of exhortation."- HEB. xiii. 22.
VERY DEAR AND ESTEEUED FRIEND,-Pardon the libErty that such an obscure
'being should obtrude on you what has been with more or less weight on my mind
-,for a long time past. It has been alluded to by the lord's dear servants and
others that come under our roof; and at their request, and feeling, I trust, stirred
.in spirit, I have ventured to write.
My deal' sir, I am no politician-" a poor sinner, and nothing at all "-yet I
would "render to Cresar the things that are Cresar's;" and must say, with
-Cowper, "Englanrl, with all thy faults, I love thee still." It is writt.n: "Let
the potsherds strive with the potsherds of the earth." "Let them alone." It is
written aga.in: "Seek the peace of the city, . . . for in the peace thereof shall
ye have peace;" and that "prayers be made for kings, and for all that are in
authority." Without, then, striving with them in their contentions, be it ours
to wrestle on their behalf with Rim by whom "kings reign;" aud God forbid
we should ceasp. to pray for our beloved, though guilty land. In these ;' perilous
times," when "men's hearts are failing them for fear," and the Man of Sin is
gaining such ground. who can say there is not great need of it? 'Ye have ample
proof in the past that "the Lord hearkened to the voice of a man." The prayer
of Amos aVHts God's threatened judgment. At the repentance and prayer of
David Jerusalem is spared. Moses intercedes for Israel, and the plague is stayed.
The prayers and tears of Ezra, Nehemiah, Daniel, Hezekiah, and others, on·
behalf of their bp.loverl city, "overcome heaven." Men of like passions called
Qn the Lord, and He answered them; and "is the Lord's hand shortened, that it
cannot Eave? or His ear heavy, that it cannot hear" the cries of His people now?
For the aggravated sins of the Jews, Jeremiah was forbidden to pray for them;
and the spirit of prayer now, in gr~at measure, seems withheld, yet not entirely
so. We cannot say there is no remedy and no hope. May these things, which
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happened to them for ensamples, encourage the Lord's people 1\l;ill to lift up theu:
to the God of heaven and earth, both in secret and elsewhere. Our ·good
fnends at Cranbrook have given us an example, I felt on the· morning of the
24th ult. to unite with them; and, had not distance and ill health prevented,
I· should have met with them; and I have thought it would be a good thing
for the Churches of God everywhere to "go and do likewise." Cannot one day
be spared out of the 366 for this purpose? God has given us one more day this
year. Can we do better than give Him of His own, and, as He shall· euable,
<I.evote one in gathering together to ask help of the Lord, and "seek of Him a
nght way for us"? The day set apart here, for this purpose, two years ago,
we have reason to remember for good.
.
Far be it from me to dictate to you, dear sir; but, if you think it well to set
.a, day apart, .and were to announce the same in the Gospel Standa1'd, or give
ollome ihtim..tion of what you considered expedient, it WJuld doubtless be attended
to. May the good Spirit of God direct ani bless you in this, and in all that
you put your hands unto; and oh, that in the form there may be somewhat of
the J?ower! May God's uplifted hand be seen, His judgments owned to be right,
-ollr miquities acknowledged, and His pity and merq invoked.
I know not that I need add anything respecting myself. You will see the
]?oor dying worm is not yet quite dead, though I have thought I had euough
to strike the dying dead; but I cannot complam. "His strokes are fewer than
my ?rimes." My sufferiugs have been great, my sins still greater, an,l God's
mercIes greater thau all. I stand amazerl sometimes at His longsuffering, aud
wonder and weep over my baseue,s and ingratitude, to think how He has borne
WIth sltch a rehel; anel I have no hope but iu that sweet mercy that saved the
dying thief.. :My dear fellow.sufferer, what sin has done! Yet grace has out·
.(lone it. Sin has filled my bones with pain and my soul with wrrow, the world.
with misery, and hell with torment. Tis sin, accursed sin, that has c",used this
long afflIction ([ have not known a day's health for t"'enty years), which has
reduced the poor body to a mere shadow, and, wor"e still, has so vitiated and
weakened the power. of mind that I am indeed a poor shattered wreck. My
.suffering. at times have been more than otherd could bear to witness; and, in
anguish of spirit, my pitiful complaint has been, "vVould God it were morning,"
.&c. Wearisome days and restless nights. sometimes obliged me to leave my bed,
and on my knees groan away the sad hours to Him "who once did feel what
weakness is and fears;" and who, "being tempted, is able to succour them that
·are tempted." "Remembering mine affliction, the wormwood '1nd the gall" even
now makes me shudcler; but, though I am escaped by the skin of my teeth, yet
I am escaped; and sometinlPs I have the sweet hope in my soul-I shall after
.all "stand every storm, and live at last." Oh, the exceeding mercy to get to
·heaven at all, though it be through the belly of hell! What is mine to J onn.h's ?
or what was his to the Greater than J on",h'8? The hell that He eildured is my
just desert; and, if the vilest of all is pn.rdoned, grace must be free indeed. More
and more do I feel this, and that, if such a shipwrecked soul gets safe to bliss,
.it will be tile greatest wonder and the greatest mercy there.
The Lord Himself be with you. Whoever may leave you, your best Friend
'says, "I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee." lYlan may turn against you,
but God will stand by ·you. May He ble5s you in your pulpit labours and in
sour cl05et labours. May the Spirit of the Lord speak by you, and His word
be in your tongue; and may that same sweet Spirit guide your pen, and bless
what comes forth monthly. " For the work of Christ were you nigh unto death,"
but God hath raised you up. Toil on, suffer on, dear brother. I hope I can
add my testimony to that of others that your labour is not in vain. That sweet
:testimony, "The CllP Passing Away," especially was not so. With your beloved
brother Paul, you can s~y, "I endure all thiugs for the ejects' sake."
. With the best love of a vile, though, I trust, pardoned sinner,
Glac1c, nea1' Chippenham, ],{m'ch 9th, 1880.
EBENEZER MORSE.
p~ayer

To the foregoing truthful, soul· searching epistle, the Editor of the
.oospel Standct1'd replies as follows:DEAR FRIEND AND BROTHER IN CHRIST,-ViTe thank you for your commuuica·
ltion. It came to hand so late that we were obliged, as you will sae, to insert it in
<the. ·wrapper, in order not to delay bringing the suggestion it c3ntaiaed before our
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readers. To & certain extent, in the ahort·Address in the body Ilf tma. work
which we felt it our duty to make, we have antioipated your wishes. One reaSOD
for some hesitation on our part &s to naming a partioular day for general humiliation and prayer amongst our friends on behalf of our oountry, has been the fealt
of-appearing to assume any undue position of prominenoe or authority. Our aim.
in editing the G. S. has been, we trust, month by month unobtrusively tOo
benefit the Lord's people, to His glory.. We are no lords over God's heritage.
But we really think that the present moment is of suoh importanoe, and demands80 muoh prayer, that we feel that we should be shrinking from the performanoe o£
a duty if we did not respond to the appeal of yourself and others. The Lord
appears to be so mingling His judgments with meroies to us, as a nation, as todemand our attention.
Prosperity and adversity at this time seem to hang in
almost even soales. _ There is a marked reviving of trade, in some branohes particularly, on the one hand; and equally marked sweeping away of our flocks, and
even herds, as we fear, on the other.
A little more abounding of iniquity, &
little more tampering with that dreadful system of error which burned our fathers'
bones to dust, and we believe judgment will rapidly hegin to abound over meroy.
Much, then, seems to us, humanly speaking, to depend upon the issue of the>
present eleotion; not as an affair of party and carnal politics; with such things,
as editing this periodical, we have nothing to do. .:No; it is tbe religious bearing
of the strife, the influenoe of tbe issue of this election upon the opposing cause~
of God and error, whioh demands attention. We think it right, then, to indicate,
in re!,lying to you, what appears to us the greatest danger. We fear lest a party
leaning for support upon those who advocate the profanation of the Sabbath, or
those who will ardently and indefatigably seek to advanoe the interests of the.
Man of Sin, should beoome powerful and predominant in the State. Mind; we
have nothing to say about parties merely as they are political parties. Our fearis this-that a party too weak in itself to carry on the Government of this country
may purchase support from those who will only sell it at a price whioh wilt
threaten our civil and religious liberties. We fear, in other words, lest, through.
party neoessities, the oause of truth may be sacrifioed by a wicked subserviency t()o
the Church of Rome. These were the fears, we believe, whioh impnssed tbe mind
of the late Editor of tbis periodioal, and which he so skilfully unfolded in "The
Advauoe of Popery;" a book, by the way, which certainly should not be allowed.
at this time to be thus out of print.
Well, tben, we think our friends will agree with us that present events have
a solemn and important religious bearing.
'rVe trust, then, that they will not
think us assuming any improper authority if we urge upon them the importance
of both public and private prayer, and if we invite them to ?mite with us 011
Monday evening, the 5th of Ap?'il, in special public pl'ayer-meetings, at which the
subj'·ct oj Ou?' beloved cOlmtry, its dangel's and distresse~, i~s present state, and this
important election, may be b1'Ought with supplications bejore the Lord. 'Ve believe
that the Lord's people do not sufficiently reflect upon and realize the position in
which, through the gra0e of God, they stand. Surely He who has said unto
them, "Concerning tbe work of My hands, comma.nd le Me," has encouraged
them to pray to Him in critical times. God's people oan on their knees influence
the minds and actions of men (Gen. xxxii. 28); bailie the plots of the designing
(2 Sam. xviii. 31); rule, further, or change the whole course of events (1 Sam.
ii. 8) with far more power aDd authority than the wisest or mnst powerful of
ministers and princes. They can influence the seasons and the productiveness of
the earth (Joel ii.), defeat migbty armies (Isa. xxxvii. 36), and overthrow powerful
kingdoms and empires (Rev. vi. 10) by using, not the carnal weapons of man,
but the omnipotent artillery, as Luther calls it, of fervent prayer. Without
regard, then, to mere carnal politics or parties, -the cry has gone up, we believe.
from our own heart unto God tbat He would deliver us from all those who
would sell our country into the hands of Papists, Sabbath-breakers, and Seoularists.
May He grant tbat meu may be returned to Parliament who will not, by tbeir
laws and actions, betray the sacred cause of God, and that Protestantism for
which our fathers strove and bled. According to yoU?' suggestion, we invite, then,
our dear breth?'en to join with us on l!fonday evening, April 5th, in supplicatin[p
God on behalf oj our beloved country.
Your affectionate and sympathising friend,
TIlE EDITOR•.

-...
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So deeply moved were we by the foregoing Address and correspondence, published as they were at such a critical juncture as the present,
that we could not resist the prompting to take up our pen. Hence
the annexed letter:SPECIAL PRAYER-MEETINGS.
To the Editor of the Gospel Standcwd.
DEAR BROTHER IN CHRIST AND Fl!;LLOW-LABOURER IN THE LORD,-

I so fully fell in with the remarks made by your correspondent in a
neighbouring town, and with your reply, that, although we have had
during the past year sundry days set apart in this parish with a view to
humbling ourselves before God, and beseeching Him, "in the midst of
[deserved] wrath, to remember mercy," in regard to OUI' guilty land, yet
I at once resolved to unite with you in your proposal for a speci<ll
prayer-meeting on Monday evening, the 5th of April.
I was confirmed in this intention by the following circumstance.
Just prior to the service this morning, one connected officially with the
church came into the vestry, and, speaking for.a moment of the exciting electioneering scenes of the past week, said that a son of his-a
deaf and dumb, but most intelligent, youth-had actually laid his head
upon the table, at hearing that an avowed infidel had been sent to parliament as the representative of an important constituency. I had
previously heanl that such wa, the case, bLlt could not believe it j and,
in the list to which I referred, found no such return. Upon the fact,
however, being confirmed, I felt humbled indeed. The words of the
prophet Jeremiah at once came to my mind, "Shall I not visit for
these things 1 saith the Lord; am). shall not My soul be avenged on
such a nation as this 1"
From the reading-desk I therefore announced the prayer-meeting which
you (as the Editor of the Gospel Standard) had proposed, and my intention of seeking to ·co-operate with you and with all those upon whose
hearts the Lord the Spirit might graciously operate, at this most solemn.
crisis of the nation and among the professiug Churches.
I am sure, dtar brother, if ever there was a time when it behoved
us to sink minor distinctiol:ls, and, where we agree one with the other
in the grand essentials of our most holy faith, to unite together in
oneness of heart to plead with the Lord for His continued forbearance and longsuffering, it is at the present tnlly critical juncture. Oh,
how does it behove us to give heed to His word: "Blow the trumpet
in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly: gather the people,
sanctify the congregation, assemble the elders, gather the children, aml
those that suck the breasts j let the bridegroom go forth of his ch'tmber,
and the bride out of her closet. Let the priests and ministers of the
Lord weep between the porch and the altar, and let them say, Spare
Thy people, 0 Lord, and give not Thine heritage to reproach, that
the heathen should rule over them: wherefore should they say amung
the people, Where is their God 1" And do mark, dear brother, what
is added to this merciful and condescending exhortation: "Then will the
Lord be jealolls for His land, and pity His people." Observe how emphatic, "His people!" Does He not preserve the land-yea, the world
at large, for the sake of the salt (" His people ") that are in it 1
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Further, we read, "Yea, the Lord will answer and say" untO" His
people, Behold, I will send you corn, and wine, and oil, and ye shall
be satisfied therewith" (Joel ii. 15-19). "
. And have we not been the eye-witnesses, dear brother, as well as
again and again r!lad in the history of our country, that (in spite of all
the abuse to which such days may have been subjected) the Lord has
countenanced the times which have been set apart professedly to humble
ourselves before Him, as a nation, and to plead with Him that, ill the
mid5t of all our ill-and-hell-destlfvings, He would still exercise towards
us that mercy in which He delights?
-VVell do I remember such a day as that to which I have referred being
:appointed in connection with the famine which was then raging in Ireland,
and towards the relief of which your reader5 so generously contributed
by the hand of the then Editor, the late lamented Mr. Philpot. By
those very means, and others of a similar character, I was enabled, in
the most timely and effectual way, to minister to the all but perishing
multitude. I was abo'lt, however, to remark that a " day of humiliation,"
so-called, was announced from the throne, and was duly ob5erved
throughout the United Kingdom. "Whether such act was regarded by
the Lord acceptably, I will le,we you to judge froUl the following fact:
the very day after the one to which I allude, a fleet of ships arrived
in the Cove of Cork, laden with bread-stuffs with which to feed the
hungry multitude.
Moreover, it comes to my recolle-ction, at the moment of writing,
that the sermon of which I afterwards heard most, in a way of
blessing, was one which I was permitted to preach in your own
town of Leicester, upon one of these officially-appointed days.
1'ermit me to add one tllougbt wllicll has pressed itself upon my
mind, since I sat down to this letter. Is there no way in which 1IJe can
set the example about sinking differences with reslJect to those secondary
matters to which I have referred? I cannot, under existing circumstances, ask y01! to my pulpit, nor am I at liberty to accept yow'
"invitation, should you make such a proposal to me, but I can, notwith:standing, ask you to speak or to take part in a united gathering or
prayer-meeting in our school-house or Mission Hall; and this invitation
I give you, with all my heart. In that school-house I have listened
with a glowing heart to the beloved SEARS, and to the beloved son of
.my old and valued friend, the late John WARBURTON. I have likewise listened with similar interest to my dear brother-in-law (Mr.
DENSHAM), whose name appears on your covers from month to month,
when he has taken the service at our Mission Hall.
Most gladly, therefore, do I throw out this invitation to you-to your
·co-editors-or to any who, in the spirit which I suggest, are prepared to
waive minor distinctions, and to hold out the right hand of fellowship
";to all who love our Lord Jesus Chris~ in sincerity. Ob, bow gladly would
I hail such a day and such a gathering, in sweet and blessed anticipation
<Qf ere long sitting dow~ as one united and redeemed family in our
!Father's house above, there to know even as we are known! No party
.names nor petty distinctions there! No, none! none! blessed be God!
Your affectionate brother and fellow-labourer III the Lord,
St. Luke's, Bedminster, Apri'! 4th, 1tlSO.
D. A. DOUDNEY.
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. The proposed prayer-meeting was in due course held,and a' goodly
gathering we had, the Lord (if we mistake not) being manifestively in
QUI' midst.
Through delay our letter was not dispatched to the Editor'
of the Gospel Standard till the 6th or 7th inst. To it, however, came
the annexed heart-warming reply:"DEAR BROTHER IN THE LORD,-I hope to insert your kind and
nice letter in the May number of the Gospel Standard. I add a few
remarks, signifying my cordial agreement with what you write about
the desirableness of special prayer-meetings and Christian unity. As
to accepting _your kind invitation, at the present time I am afraid it
cannot be. My health i.s much improved, but I have felt obliged to
give up, for a time at any rate, all extra work j besides, the distance
is so great, and, having refused all anniversary services for this year,
I am not likely to be in your part of the country. My friend and
eolleague, Mr. HEMINGTON, of Devizes, might be able to pay you a visit.
He is, a good man, and one yon would like.
He has passed lately
through a moat cutting affliction in the loss of his eldest daughter.
I think your hearts would be in sympathetic union. I believe he
sees with me eye to eye in all essential points. He is also, as well as'
myself, a thorough Nonconformist j but, like myself, wishes to sink as'
far as possible minor differences, and to walk in love with all those
who love our Lord Jesus in sincerity.
",Vith many thanks for your Christian kindness, and the present
communication,
Believe me, yours, for the Lord's sake,
Leicester, April 9th, 1880.
G. IIAZLERIGG.
Words fail to express the real pleasure and heartfelt satisfaction awakened
by the foregoing epistle. The tone and spirit manifested by our dear
brother are just what we long to see prevail among those who, in spite
o()f secondary matters, are one in heart-one in soul-experience-travel~ers across the same widespread wilderness-taught by the same Spirit
-redeemed by the same blood-clothd in the same righteousnessunited to the same Lord-journeying to the same happy and eternal
:home. vVliy, then;' when enlisted under the same great Captain of
.-salvation, and fighting under the same banner, and engaged in the
same deadly warfare agai:lst the world, the flesh, and the devil, need
they fall out by the way, and be diverted from the lawful conflict
to which they are called, because. of some shades of difference in
the colour or make of their uniform 1
To see eye to eye in all respects, and in every minute particular,
never yet fell to the lot of pilgrims. That is in reserve for the
better land-the rest-the home-the Father's house beyond! Up
there, not down here! Meanwhile, be it ours to unite as brethren.
vVhere, as we have said, there is agreement in the main-where we
thoroughly accord as to the great and gloriolls fact that "there is one
body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling;
{me Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is
above all, and through all, and in you all "-why should we not "differ
and agree to· differ," where non-essentials are concerned 1 That has
been Ollr maxim, personally, for forty years. vVe contend this may be
.done without compromise, or the sacrifice of one iota of principle or
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conviction. With how many have we had greetings by the way, and
experienced warmth of heart and a precious glow of soul, when party
names and petty distinctions have not been allowed to intrude. That
'dear servant of the Most High, the late Rector of Elmly (Mr. PYM),
in one of bis last letters to us, stated tbat he had travelled from
Yorkshire to .London on purpose to hear the late Mr. VVARBURTON ; that
he sat in the aisle (we presume for want of accommodation in one of
the pews), throughout the service, bathed in tears. The late Rector of
Mary-le-port Church (dear S. A. VVALKER), on one occasion, hastened
back from Plymouth (where he had been. preaching) on purpose to
be present af a lecture given in our school-houEe by our friend and
brother, Mr. JOHN BUNYAN McCuRE. We speak in all truthfulness
and sincerity when we say that the Lord sees fit to bring us so down.
into the dust of a felt nothingness, and a corresponding hunger and
thirst after righteousness, that we are thankful indeed to pick up a
crumb from the veriest babe. vVe do not care 1dw it is, nor whence
it is, as long as we get it.
Take, for instance, this fact: some time since we met with one whom
we have known for some twenty years. ,Ve believe he is nominally
among the Vvesleyans. He seems, however, now from advanced years
to be breaking up. "What about the river ~ " said we to him one day,
alluding to the Jordan. " Oh, that's all right! " W!\S his reply; "that's all
settled;" and, pointing to his little office hard by, he added, "That's
where I plead with Him." "VVell," said we again, "the fear of death is
come upon me, after having been taken away for nearly forty years, and
I'm obliged to fall back upon His covenant promise-His 'I will' and
'they shall.'" "'Why," said he, "you i)ut me in mind of one that I
heard at a prayer-meeting, pleading promise after promise, and onl}
present cried out, 'That's it, brother! bind Him down to that. He
can't go from His word.''' We asked him to let us take down that.
saying, so that we might have it word for word. This we did, and now
copy it from what we then wrote. The old man added, "That's cheered'
me numberless times."
Now) reader, had we begun to talk about Calvinism or ,Vesleyal1isl11,
about Church or Dissent, Baptists or Independents, depend UpOll it
neither his heart nor our own would have been warmed in the best
sense of the word; nor should we have parted company with the thought
uppermost, "He hath delivered, He doth deli \'er, und in "horn our hope
is that He will yet deliver us."
Well, we live in hope that God, of His great mercy, may yet
grant the fulfilment of the prediction of an old saint: "When the
Papists are getting power, they will act the part. of the shepherd'sdog-they will drive the sheep all together into one corner of the field;"
and there, whatever their shades of opioion, or the cut or colour of their'
coat or clothing, may they know what it is, by the outpouring of the
Holy Ghost as a Spirit of grace and supplication, Abraham-like, to plead<
with God that He would spare the land for the many,·many " tens" that
are to be found therein.
It is now too late in the month, and especially as we have engagements elsewhere; but we hope a very short time will elapse ere we havea meeting of the brethren in our school-house or Mission· Hall.
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-Meanwhile, m~y the Lord.' of His great mercy, vOlfchsafe to Hiswe:.tk and weary pilgrims much tenderness, sympathy, brotherly-kindness. Oh, that He may grant us grace that we may take heed to His
Word, "Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels
of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekne3s, longsuffering;
forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have
a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye"
(Col. iii. 12, 13).
So prays theirs to serve in the Gospel of Christ,
St. Luke's, Bedminster, Apl'illlth, 1880.
THE EDITOR.

THESE SOLEMN TIMES.
'YE are quite sure that the Lord's words to His disciples, in the days
of 'His flesh, will strictly apply to many of His professed disciples in
our own day: "Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are or." In
their anxiety to be rid of what they consider disabilities, and to place
all men upon the same footing, there are multitudes adopting a course,
and seeking by every fossible means to accomplish a purpose, which
(if the Lord prevent not) will certainly issue in a most lamentable state
of things.
Peraonally we would be the last to constrain or control any man with
respect to his conscientious convictions as to his mode of worship.
"To his own master he standeth or falleth." If, however, by the
removal of certain restraints and hindrances, which are absolutely
essential for keeping in check those who would, without such restraint,
constrain and oppress, crush and domineer over, all who ventured to
differ, we maintain that it would be the very height of folly to sacrifice
our freedom by dispensing with such restrictions.
Now, the page of history proves beyond all doubt or scruple what Rome
has done in the past. Her deeds answer to her name, as that name is
recorded in Holy Scripture; but, in spite of the past-black as that past
is-we would say, "Let bygones be bygones," were she changed. Had she
1'epented of her evil deeds, and were she to be tmsted, we would say,
"Remove the .Joke; avoid oppression; give equal liberty with othera."
But, when her character is, as she herself ,avers, unchanged and unchangeable; whilst she pronounces herself as infallible; "saith in her
heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow;" will
never be satisfied with toleration or even equality, but must have
absolute and uncontrollable dominion, we say it would be suicidal, under
such circumstances, to place so dangerous and destructive a system upon
the self-same footing with others.
Apart from the page of history, we have abundant proof of the
persecuting spirit and liberty-crushing, tyrannizing power of Rome, as
uow exhibited in those countries where she rules. Look at priest-riddeli
Ireland and Bible-hating Spain, as well as anywhere and everywhere
that she has the dominion.
_
Yet, in the face of all this, and with the plain foretelling.;; of the
""Vord' of God as to her aim and end, thousands there are at the present
time aiding and abetting her onward progress in these realms. Thousands_
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upon thousands of Protestants, so·called, are, under a species of infatuation or judicial blindness, furthering the interests of Rome, whilst
.doing their utmost to remove what they consider disabilities, impositions,
and in cumbrances. This accomplished (unless we are fearfully mistaken),
the viper that has thus been nestled, under a specious and treacherous
J esuitism, when once in possession of the power, will turn and sting
to the heart's core the very persons who had blindly promoted its
designs.
'Vithout doubt we shall be ridiculed and censured for expressing
our' belief that political Dissenters are undermining their own interests
-sacrificing their freedom-and hastening on a conflict and a crisis,
the e.xtent and appalling character of which no mere finite mind can
conCeIve.
We are quite prepared to be met with the argument: "You contend
that the Church of England isa national Protestant bulwark, whereas
Popery is spreading throughout her pale."
Granted; but mark, the
aiders and abettors of that Popery are playing the part of traitors.
Their course of action is in direct violation of their ordination vows,
and in plain and positive antagonism to the Liturgy and Articles to
which they have subscribed.
,
Moreover, w~ contend that it was the very fact of the sound Protestant .constitution of the Church of England (with all her faults and
flaws) that suggested to her Popish antagonist the desirableness of
invading her territories-of insidiously working within her pale and
professedly under her auspices. Their end once obtained-her whole
system first inoculated and then thoroughly leavened-and then, with
full authority and absolute control, she will prove to a demonstration
indeed that mere sufferance or equalization will not suffice her. 'Vith
nothing short of a tyrannical sway and crushing, annihilating dominion
will she be content.
.
And here, if we mistake not, will be the crisisby-and-bye-here
the clash of arms-here the hand-to-hand dread conflict-when those
who have furthered her claims and removed her yoke shall find,
in return for their services, the most deadly determination to oppressto subjugate-to destroy any influence or power that dares dispute
her anthority or resist her full amI absolute dominion.
- For the last forty years have we heard the cry, "Oh, we have
nothing to fear 'from Popery;" and yet. as we have already stated,
this' indifference and non-suspicion of danger has been expressed in
s'p ite of the page .of history, notwithstanding the character of Popery
as seen at the present time in lands where she has the upper hand,
and in the face of what the Scriptures plainly declare shall be her
future course and ultimate destruction.
Let such' as are in doubt of these things turn to their Bibles for
light upon the subject.
, Front ,the many letters which we have received, touching upon the
present course of events, we make the following extracts:EXTRACTS.

"'l,'ruly the Lord O'nly knows what is in the futu:e. I fear we shall
see 11l1ich to appal. Our text last Sunday evenmg seems to quiet
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me: 'The Lord sitteth above the water-flood. The Lord remaineth a
King for ever' (PraYf:r Book version).
"(REV.) J. C. MARTIN."
"Faithful watchmen can be ill spared at the present time, for if;
is an 'evil time. I have felt exceedingly sad and crushed at the result
of the last few days' elections. Who that love their 'country can dootherwise than mourn and tremble when they see such men as Brad·
laugh, Labouchere, Broadhurst, and others returned ~ And what can
We think of those wretched men who, wearing a garb of religion, sc)
zealously herped to return them ~ I cannot think it any breach of
charity to regard such as traitors to God and to their country. Alas!
where are we drifting to ~ God alone can tell. It seems to me that,
unless His mercy prevents, we are fast ripening for and hastening on
to judgment as a nation; and it surely becomes His people now, if
ever, to wrestle with the Lord that He may interpose and turn away
His holy and righteous indignation, that we perish not. 'What a mercy
of mercies for those who have a hiding-place in Christ, the Rock of Ages!
Not all the infidels on earth nor all tbe devils in hell shall ever be
able to move that Rock, nor finally to overthrow one vessel of mercy
who is sheltered in or anchored on it. Oh, for grace to be true and
loyal to that precious Prince of Peace and King of Glory! May our
hearts glow with love and gratitude to Him, and may we be enabled
in sunshine or storm fully and faithfully to follow Him in the sweet
"D. MeP."
obedience of a living, loving faith.
"The intense anxiety I feel about the salvation of my dear children
none but a parent can know. The dangerous times in which we live,
when 'all the old landmarks are being removed, make· me tremble for
them. I can only hope and pray that the God of their fathers may
be their God. He alone, I know, is sufficient for these things; 'tis
His work from first to last. Oh, may HE do for them what they
cannot do for themseIYe-, and what we, with all our love, cannot
obtain without Him. .
" E. M."
ANOTHER

WORD

TO

"A

TROUBLED

ONE."

As intimated in our last, matters have turned out as we thought they
would. The interest awakened by your letter, and the opposition it
aroused, led to the belief that the Lord's hand was in it, and that
assuredly something would come out of it. And now1. 'Ye rejoice to hear you say: "I seem to be able to lay hold of
every sentence, and to give a hearty affirmative to the questions therein
put." The Lord be praised for that.
2. You say: "Temporal matters seem absorbed in spiritual, cries
and desires." Then you can practically understand the poor Samaritan
woman leaving her water-pot at the well, where she had gone to draw
water, a_nd" went her way into the city, and saith to the men, Come,
see a Man which told me all things ever I did: is not this the
Christ V' Observe, Christ Himself was the great Object of attraction,
and He became her theme; and can )~ou wonder at it 1 Mark His loving]
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tender, gracious treatment. No reproach, no indignation, no wrath.;
but gentle, persuasive, convin~ing, and all-powerful inquiry. The same
all-absorbing and all-engrossing influence wrought upon the heart and
mind of Mary, when the cumbered Martha reproached with a "Lord,
dost Thou not care that my sister hath left me to serve alone 1 bid
her, therefore, that she help me." "Martha, Martha, thou aIt careful
and troubled about many things: but one thing is needful; and Mary
hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away from her."
Mary, you see, was anxious to make the best of her time and opportunity.
She wanted to sit at the feet of Jesus. She wished to listen to His lifegiving words. There was the latent conviction upon her heart of the
painful fact which He so soon after declared, "Little children, yet
a little while I am with you. Ye shall seek Me; and as I said
unto the Jews, 'Whither I go ye cannot come j so now I say unto
you."
3. You say: "In all cries for delivery from temporal necessities, I
notice that I tuas in constant terror lest the Lord should not answer,
&c.; whilst now I feel a persuasion that the Lord Jesus does hear me,
and will shortly appear." Possibly, in your former state, you were marking
out a course, both as to time and manner, for the Lord to take. Now,
;He very rarely yields to this spirit of dictation. He takes both His own
time and way; and that time and way are almost invariably directly
contrary to what had been wished and looked ~or j but, mark you, th,e
Lord's way always proves by far the most satIsfactory. Now, do you
not begin to see that, had the Lord taken your course instead of His
own-had He yielded to your wishes, followed your suggestions, or
gratified your desires-the result would not have been nearly so satistactory as now 1 In a word, are you not more contented in privation
than possession, as. far as this, that, and the other once-fancied .good
are concerned 1 Ah! bel6ved, this.is the mode in which the Lord,
little by little, causes us. to love Him and His doings better than ourselves and our wayward wills and ways.
4. Again, you say :{, There is no joy, but a quiet. hope that at length
I have got His ear." Ah! if you have got His ear, you will sO,on find
His' hand. He sees! He hears! He helps! But what ahout the
en;mity? Your language bespeal{s not merely reconciliation to His
Person and His work, but a craving after Himself! If w:e mistake not,
Jesus is no longer to you as "a root out of a dry ground, without
form or comeliness, that you should desire Him j " but the tone of your
letter now is, "Oh, that I kn.ew where I might find HiIP.! that I might
come even to His seat!" And, if privileged to find Him,. what, think
you, would you say to Him 1 J ob said," I would order my cause before
Him, and fill my mouth with arguments." How would you" order. yom'
cause before Him" 1 Would it be that of self-justification, or making
excuses, or an endeavour to render your cause less flagrant as to sins
and shortcomings than it really is 1 or, on the contrary, would the way
in which you" ordered your cause" be that of falling down before Him,
with the cry, "Unclean! unclean! a siJ;mer of deepest dye-a leper of the
most loathsome kind" 1 Moreover, what think you would be the nature of
your "arguments" 1 Would they be to screen self, or would they be
those arguments which His own Word presents, and of which we read,

....
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"Bring fort.h your st.rong' reasons, sait.h the King of Jacob "-those
c men
which go to prove that He "came to seek and to save that
. ~ - lo;;t;" that, as a Saviour, He came to save sinners; that
whole need not a physician, but they that are sick; " that He had
det:laI-ed, , ...lll that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me: and him
cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast out;" that "He saveth to
e ,ery utt{'rmost all that come unto God by Him >' 1 Now, would
es ha the arguments, think you, with which your mouth would be
were you permitted and privileged to "come even to His seat"
If
all this bespeaks the Spirit's teaching and leading. There is no
enmity here, but a reconciliation to God's way of receiving and saving
sinners, in and through the bloodshedding of the Lamb.
-. Again, you say, "I feel I can trust Him for temporal matters."
This is a mercy; and mark, the mora you are enabled to tr'ust Him,
the more will you triumph. The Lord virtually says, "You u'atch and
I'll work." And, as we find throughout the Scriptures, the rays of the
Sun of Righteousness' burst through the clouds of His providence.
6. "I feel also that I cannot he grateful enough to think that
the Lord has helped me thcse last few weeKs to keep caliing upon
Him (and dw-ing no temporal distress), as I have pretty well always
before been lax when the trouble was pa,sed, or else so rebellious."
Blessed be God for any measure of self·knowledge. Those means are
blessed·-yea, covenant gifts-whatever they lllay be, or however humbling or mortifying to our poor, proud nature, that give us an insight
into our own hearts, and which, instrumentally, bring us down into
the very dust of self-loathing and creature abhorrence, Remember the
old saying, "The knowledge of a disease is half its cure."
7. Your last word, "rebellious," helps to bring before us a time,
now about fifty years gone by.
The Lord had in some way thwarted
us, and we became, in consequence, fearfully "rebellioml;" and yet
we could no more raise ourselves out of that condition, sensible as
we were of its sinfulness and uubecomingness, than we could create a
world. It partook more 'of the Jouah cry, "I do well to be angry, even
unto death," than anything else. We trembled for what might follow
-chastisements, rebukes, judgments-we knew not what. Instead of
these, however, came the whisper, "Thou hast ascended up on high;
Thou hast led captivity captive; Thou hast received gifts for men; yea,
for the rebellious also, that the Lord God might dwell among them."
Oh, that word "rebellious," introduced as it was then-et even for the
rebellious also "-it seemed to contain volumes! There was a richness,
a fulness, a blessedness, which tended to humble and crumble us at
His dear feet. Ah! poor tried and tempted sister, it is such applications as these-such overtures of love and grace-tenderness and compassion-forbearance and longsuffering-that enables one to understand
the exclamation of Peter, "Depart from me, for I am a sinful man,
o Lord." Oh, how those words meet the state of a poor sinner
in tbis conditione'

Law and terrors do but harden,

All the while they work alone;
But a sense of blood-bought pardon.

This dissolves the heart of stone."

x
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"'ris love that makes our willing feet
In swift obedience move;
The devils know, and tremble too,
But Satan cannot love."

Ah! here is the secret. It is but for the self-samo Lord, as in His
disciples' day, to "turn and look;" and, as in Peter's case, that look
-so tender, so loving, so pitying, so compassionate-will break-aye,
will melt and mellow and mould the stout.est rebel's heart even in a
moment! It was not the "great and stronD" wind that rent the
mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the Lord," that
brought the prophet Elijah out of the ca,e; neit.her was it "the
earthquake ~ nor "the fire;" but it was the " TILL S)IALfJ VOICE,"
which, under God, did that which the mighty and the terrible failed
to accomplish. "e say again, beloved, here is the secret.
Oh, we kuow those now in the depths of trouble and anguish('specially that fearfully tried and afflicted friend and fellow-labourer
of whom we ha,e so often spoken, and who h ~ heen one of the
.greatest sources of soul-travail and wrestling of which we were e,-er
the subject-we say, it would be but for the Lord 0 peak, and
He could rectify all in a moment! One look-one word-one touch
--'one smile-one whisper-and all, all would be well in the twinkling
of an eye! Lord, "speak the word only, and [Thy] ser,an shall
be healed." Oh, that it would please the Lord so to do, and how
would our soul rejoice in Him, and magnify and adore Hi e,erblessed name!
THE EOITOR.

A GLORIOUS

E~--:DIRG

HERE A:'ill

E.xTR~~CE

THERE!

AMID the strife of tongues and all the turmoil which charac.terize the
days in which we !i,e, how gra ~ful t<l the mind was the dying testimony contained in a lett~r just recei,ed from a beloYed young disciple.
In quoting an account so preciou~ and so conclusi,e, we would take
the opportunity of urging our ouuger readers Mpecially to seek the
acquaintance, and to avail them elves of eTery opportunity of conversing
with aged pilgrims. Little can they at present imagine what such
couusel and encouragement as expressed- in the annexed extract will
1>l'ove to them, when by-and-bye they find themselvM perwnallyengaged
in. the battle of life. For within three months of fifty-four years the words
of our own dear long-sainted mother have, hundreds if not thousands
of times, come most refreshingly to our recollection. " It is a warfare,"
iJaid she, "but the Lord has promised complete victory through the blood
of the Lamb." ,VeIl indeed may such testimony be treasured up
a.;uinst the day of battle. Annexed is the extract:. "In the afternoon my' dear father and I went to see onr dear old
fciend Mr. MOREY, who was then very ill. He was in very great pain,
but so hap])y, and longing to be gO]1e. He wa~ so afraid of getting
impatient. He kept ~'epeating the lilles" 'My soul anticipates the day, Would stretch her wings and so:tr away.'
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«He then said, 'Oh, Mr. RUSSELL, it will not be long now before I shall
be 'safely landed on yonder shores of bliss.' I shall soon begin that
everlasting Rong. and 'crown Him Lord of all.' , I know whom I have
believed,' &c., and very many precious things, which I cannot remember
now.
"In taking my leave of him, he held my hand and sat up in the bed
and said, 'Good-bye, my dear girl; the Lord bless you abundantly. I am
now going home to my -dear Jesus, who has been so good to me all
my life long. I know He will also be with you and bless you, as He
bas me.' He has blessed you, and I know He will not leave you, but
will be with you in every trou b]e, and bring you safely home at last,
to praise Him for ever and ever. I am sure I shall meet you there.
Into His loving hands I commit you.'
"I could not speak, dear friend. I burst into a flood of tears. Oh,
how I did envy him being so near home! Dear man! He died Tuesday
morning, six o'clock. His last words were, 'Now unto Him shall be
all the praise, honour, and glory, for ever and ever. Amen, amen,' and
died immediately. Dearest mother was never happy unless he and his
wife came on Sundays to tea. They were my parents' oldest friends.
He was about eighty years of age. He has not survived my dear
mamma long. He told me some years ago that I was so much laid
upon his mind, that he had often been compelled to put his work
clown and go upstairs to pray for me; and he said he was 1',s sure
of meeting me in heaven as of going there himself. I was about
sixteen years of age when he said this. He told my parents that he
owned me then as his little sister."
We don't wonder at our young friend weeping at such a time,
and under such an encouraging testimony. Oh, how invaluable are
such parting words! In the course of our family readings very recenUy,
we have been struck with the fareweil scenes of both J acob ane]
J oseph. What a sacreel confidenee did both the one and the other
enjoy in regard to those they were leaving behind them! How con,-iI!ced were they that they were surrendering them into safe and allsufficient hands! that He who had been faithful to them would be
faithful to theiJ's likewise! "And Israel said unto J oseph, Behold, I
die; but God shall be with yOll, and bring you again unto the land
of your fathers." In like manner the latter said unto his brethren
,,-ham he was about to leave, "God will surely visit you, and bripg
you out of this land unto the land which He sware to Abraham, to
I~aac, and to Jacob."
.
And, whatsoever lllay be coming upon the earth, with equal" confi·
dence may the Lord's departing ones assure everyone who is simply
looking to and leaning upon Him, with" no confidence in the flesh,"
"The eternal God is thy refuga, and underneath are the everlasting
arms; and He shall thrust out the enemy from before thee, and
shall say, Destroy them."-EDITOR.
GROWTH in grace consists in a growing acquaintance with Ohrist and
heavenly things, and _a breathing after a greater knowledge of them.
X 2
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NEWS FROM AFAR-BRETHREN COMMUNING.
To the Editor of the Gospel J11~agazine.
DEAR SIR,-" The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God
the Father, and the sweet communion of God the Holy Ghost, be with
and rest upon you, and all that love our Lord in sincerity and truth..
Amen." Though quite laid aside from my loved labours in the Lord's
vineyard for the last five weeks, and still very weak in body, I feel .r
cannot refrain from submitting the enclosed letters from J ames Davis
for your inspection, with the view of publishing th"l same in the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, should they meet with your approval. I have felt much
dew, uncthn, and power on my own soul in perusing them, affording
me much comfort and {',onsolation by the dear Lord's confirming and
crowning my poor feeble labours on Miss Lindsey's behalf with signs
following-the more especially as the enemy was very busy at the wry
outset in endeavouring to frustrate the same.
What a verifying of Scripture do these letters contain! " Behold, thedays come, saith the Lord God, that I will send a famine in the land:
not a fa.mine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words
of the Lord; and they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north,
even to the east; they shall run to and fro to seek the Word of the
Lord, and shall not find it" (Amos viii. 11, 12). Again, we see how
"bone came to his bone" through the divine power of the indwelling
Of God the Holy Ghost, confirming our dear Saviour's words, "No
man can come unto Me, except the Father which hath sent Me draw
him" (John vi. 44). Again," When the poor and needy seek water?
and there is none, and their tongue faileth for thirst, I the Lord wiI
hear them; I the God of Israel will not forsake them" (Isa. xli. 17).
Thinking many others weak in the faith may be refreshed, encouraged,
and confirmed in their hope of an interest in the glorious "finished
work" alluded to, by the Scriptural evidence of love to the fyretMen, as.
beloved John writes, "We know that we have passed from death unto
life, because we love the brethren" (1 John iii. 14); and with Peter
(1 Peter i. 8), ,,'Whom having not sp.en, ye love," &c. Here I would
specially remark, for the comfort of poor Little-faith, who is mourning
over his hardness of heart and want of love to Christ Jesus, the Bead
of His body the Ohm'ch, that, in lo.ving a membe1', he is loving his dear
Lord and Saviour.
The remark of that dear man of God, Mr. Huntington, in .this.
month's GOSPEL MAGAZINE, page 110, comes into my mind with great.
force at this moment, which is much to the point. He says, "WhUe
thou art mourning after greater things, do not 'despise the day of
small things,' but acknowledge with thankfulness what thou hast. This
is the fault of not a ~ew, which God resents by keeping them in bondage,
and making their chains heavy."
"Poor sinners, dejected, of comfort debarred,
Whose hearts are afflicted because they're so hard;
Despairing of favour, cold, lifeless, forlorn;
Remember the Saviour in winter was born."

..
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The GoSPEL MAGAZINE of this month has many a "word in season"
for tpe Lord's poor prisoner. He blesses the heavenly Boaz especially
for commanding His servants to drop such "handfuls of purpose" as
.., The Prophet's Plea": >" Unto Thee have I opened my cause."
." R. M.'s" letter on "The late Mr. Covell" proves the truth of that
word, "As in water face answereth to face, so the heart of man to
man" (Prov. xxvii. 19). Again," The Preciousness of Christ," page 93 :
"Unto you, therefore, which believe H~ is precious." Here the promise
to poor Ephraim was fulfilled, "Ephraim shall ride." _ The glorious
-Gospel ch-ariot came along, and sweetly and most blessedly was the poor
pilgrim enabled to find rest for the soul. The words of Jehu to Jehonadab came into my mind, "Is thine hearb right, as my heart is with
thy heart ~ And Jehonadab answered, It is. If it be, give me thine
hand. And he gave him his hand; and he took him up to him into
the chariot" (2 Kings x. 15). And what made the travelling seem
so sweet and refreshing was because of that which caught the eye of
faith-the" chariot paved with love," and the musings and meditations
.therein,

·

~

" And why, dear Saviour, tell me why
Thou thus wouldst suffer, bleed, and die?
What mighty motive could Th~e move?
The motive's plain-'twas all for love!
" For love of whfYln.? Of sinnen base;
A ha?'dened he?'d, a rebel ?'(tce,'
That mocked and trampled on Thy blood,
And wantoned with the wounds of God.
" Oh, love of unexampled kind!
That leaves all thought so far behind;
Whose length, and breadth, and depth, and height,
Are lost to my astonished sight"

My correspondence also with that dear aged saint of the Lord, Mrs.
Sarah Hammond, of Newport, has been much blessed to my soul.
Also, during my close confinement to my room, that highly-favoured
man of God, l~omaine's "Twelve Sermons on Law and Gospel;"
"Nine Sermons on the 10nh Psalm; " the treatise on "Life of Faith;"
<c Fifteen Discourses on the vValk of Faith;" "Eleven Discourses on
the Triumph of Faith;" and the "Twelve Sermons on the Song of
Solomon."
If any poor soul sincerely and honestly wishes to know his true sbate
before God, let him prayerfully read the above, and I will answer
ior it, he shall not fail to ,know his real state in the matter of salvation. They have caused me to say with the Psalmist, "It is good for
me that I have been afflicted." Praise be unto God for all His
unspeakable mercies, and especially for raising you up again once more,
we trust, to your wonted health and strength, yet to fulfil His gracious
word of promise in and by you, as recorded in Psalm xcii. 14: "They
shall still bring forth frnit in old age; ,they shall be fat and flourishing;
to show that the Lord is upright."
We pray the Lord, if it be His blessed will, to raise up some
Elisha to catch Elijah's mantle even before his translation into the
kingdom of glory, so that our dear Editor's last days may be his best
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days, resting from the more active responsibilities and necessary wear
and tear of mind and body in connection with the cares and anxieties
of ·editorship.
You mnst truly, one would think, feel a wonder to yourself, and,
I doubt not, at times stand amazed and astonished at what God hatlt
wfO'ltght in, through, and by you, as you look back and "remember
all the way He hath led you these forty years in the wilderness." I
doubt not we may add," And He humbled thee." Blessed spot to live
and die in!
I am suffering-from a severe attack of pleuro-pneumonia and great
weakness of heart. I am resting, through mercy, for the most part"
in a well-grounded peace with my God, through the blood of the
everlasting covenant. I am in my heavenly Physician's hands, to do·
with me just as seemeth Him good. My little people keep well
together, and much enjoy the reading of the Rev. J'. Battersby's.
sermons, to which you, my dear sir, were the first to draw my
attention.
Oh, what solemnly awful times we are living in! May the Lord in
mercy keep us faithful even unto death.
Faith in the precious,
promise will alone suffice us: "The righteous shall hold on his
way, and he that hath clean hands shall wax stronger an<1 stronger."
May the Lord bless thee, and keep thee as the apple of His eye,
lift up His countenance Uilon thee, and give thee peace, is the praY€l~
and desire of,
Yours faithfully and affectionately,
Reigate, FebTltal'Y 11th, 1880.
CALVIN MARTIN.

l11elbO'llrne, N.S. W.
Sm,-I have sent a Post Office Order for £2 for Miss Lindsey. I
should have sent before if I had heard if she got the £2 that I sent, I
think, last May. I feel it must have got home after her brother's death.
I received a letter from her with three mourning cards, but I have not
heard w~iether the money got to her safe. In acknowledging this, I
should like to know the result. I loved Mr. Lindsey dearly as a brother,
though I never saw him in the flesh. He found me out through a
letter in the Stancla1'd or the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, I cannot tell which,
and we have corresponded ever since. I have scattered his books many
hundred miles over Victoria, and in Sydney, and in Van Diemen's Land,
and I believe they have been blessed to many. If I had known his
position in regard to the bread that peri<iheth, I would have tried to have
got a little for him; and I knoy~ some of the friends would willingly have'
sent him a little. vVe did not even know whether he was single, or a
married man. The Lord raised him I1p for a work for him to do, and,
when it was done, He called him home. Yes," home, sweet home," to·
see Him in the full blaze of glory that he loved so much here below,
while labouring with tongue and pen, contending for the truth that
was once delivered by his dear Master against a lukewarm professing
Church, with a name to live-a guilty Sodom, the hot-bed where Rome
reara her plants. And sure I am he has left a witness in his writings-.
against them j and, when his work was done, his dear Father called him
away home, "where the wicked cease from troubling, and the weary'are'
for ever at rest." He saw the city, and the crown, and the glory, which.
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ravished his poor soul so that he could hardly bear i~; and sure I am,
if the Lord had not drawn a cur~ain over it, he could not have lived
in a house of clay with the weight of glory. This I have knowJ+ a little
about, and can, therefore, speak of it, however men may doubt of
these things; but in this He is a Sovereign, and, whether He gives to
His dear people herbs, milk, or meat, He does as He pleases. Paul
to plant, Apollos to water; the corn only can grow by Him who givcth
the increase. He knows where His sheep are, and He will bring them
into the fold Himself, or He will send some under-shepherd after them
when the s-tone is to be put on the building, and it mus~ answer the
purpose for which it was taken from the pi~, digged ou~ of nature's
quarry, where it would have remained for ever but for sovereign
mercy.
I am writing to an unknown friend who, I hope, knows something of
these things, froll the interest he takes in the sister of the one gone home;
and may the dear Lord give thee grace to cross Kedron's brook, and
see in the garden that blessed quivering Sacrifice. "He sweat, as it were,
great drops of blood," when He said, "Father, if it be possible, let this
cup pass from Me;" when the angel came to strengthen Him from
heaven. See His trial; see Him mocked, spat on; see Him hang
between heaven and ear~h. Hear Him ery, "My God, my God, why
hast Thou forsaken Me ~ " View Him enter glory. Hf\ar the shouts of
ten thousand times ten thousand, "It is finished!" Yes, for my poor
soul.
Yours in the truth,
111,1'. Calvin 1I1artin, Reigate.
JilIES DAVIS.
Melbourne, June 11th, 1879.
My DEAR BROTHER AND FELLOW-TRAVELLER,-I was glad to hear that
you were a little better in the tabernacle of clay. It may be the Lord's.
will to prop it up a little longer before He takes it down. It may be·
that your work is not yet done. I was in Tasmania when your leLter'
through your friend reached me of your apparently leaving this vale of'
tears for the Mount Zion above, the heavenly Jerusalem, to "see the King..
in His beauty." Oh, my dear brother, "what must it be to be there," ancL
leave the poor broken pitcher that has been so often bound up behind, ..
till the morning of the resurrection. when it will burst the bands of
death with sweet surprise, and in His glorious image rise, a body like
unto His body ~ I felt to be unworthy to be remembered by you at
that standing on the brink, apparently, of eternity. I should like to·
see you and speak to you-I mean you and me together, and none·
beside, only Him, to join us, as He diu once going to Emmam. I
think we should weep together.
Oh, how sweet is the union when
brethren meet together, and recount the mighty acts of the Lord in the
place of th~ drawing of water! Oh, the sweet cementing when we find
a fellow-traveller!
I was in Launceston several days, wandering about. VV'ent to a Baptist ehapel, vVesleyan, Congregationalist, anu' also a Presbyterian, but
CQuld find no clew, no savottT on my spirit. I felt quite alone. Lying
awake one night, I felt my mind led out to the dear Lord, asking
that He would show me His dear children, as He knew where the salt
of the city was, When I got up in the morning, I again begged Him
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with weeping to show me, as I felt so alone. There was much to be
seen around, but I wanted to see and converse with ·the children of
God. I heard there was one in the town; so, after breakfast, I went
to search for him. I found him leaning against a lamp-post. I spoke
a few words. I found it was he; my heart was in my mouth. Oh, how
sweet to find one in the crowd that knew the language of Zion! He
is seventy-three-near home. Here I heard of two more-one eightytwo, the other one hundred in August, man and wife. Another day I
went and found them out, and, knocking at the door, Mrs. Oleavel',
the wife, opened-it. " Good morning, ma'am. I am come to see your
husband. I hear he is an old pilgrim, and that he knows his call, and
also what there took place; and, as I am an old pilgrim, I thought we
may talk together." "He is in bed; not up yet." "I can see him in
bed." "Oh, no, I will tell him; he will soon be down." He was soon
down the stairs. I took hold of his hand, and said, "I am come to
see and talk a bit about the ]Jetth and our call. You kuolV the place,
don't you 1" " Yes," he said, "I do; but my conversion was rather
remarkable, though it is eighty-fom years ago when I was delivered, I
being then seventeen. This took place in Lewes, on the spot of ground
where the Town Hall now standR." He was awakened some time before
in a tailor's shop, on the board-an apprentice. He used to hear Mr.
Huntington and Mr. Jenkins. He gave me such a clear account of the
terrors of the law, and the working for life, and his blessed jubilee day
rest. Oh, how we wept together! Here I felt at home. Oh, these
blessed jewels! how sweet when we find them! But I will not here go
into details, as I may, if the Lord will, some time publish it.
After he came down from the mount, he gave me a sweet account of
his wilderness journey. The last time I saw him, I read a chapter. He
spoke in prayer-yes, in prayer,. for it was prayer. He sat in his
chair. It was indeed a child speaking to his Father-a saint conversing
with heaven. I felt a great love to him, and so did he to me. vVe
only differed in one place, and that was, which would have the loudest
song in the heaven of heavens, for being picked up out of the ruins of
the fall. My dear wife and I kissed him, as I wept over him. I
went to see a daughter over seventy, and another somewhat younger;
both, I hope, in the way to the kingdom.
I went to Hobart Town; stopped there two Sabbaths. There I
found none in the Baptist OhapeL I heard a Mr. - - , one ,sent from
Spurgeon's college, an awful man. He went on in an awful way
against God's election, in choosing a people before the foundation of the
world, Oalviu, and those that hold and preach it. He was a man of
great language. When he came down from the pulpit, I gave him
one of your b:)01l:s-" Who Employs Me 1" In the evening I went
again; that wa, worse. This was his last sermon; he WIIS going to
give it up, and keep the books of a mercantile firm; that wonld pay
him better. What an awful thought-that that pays best! After this
I made some inquiry. He had to leave, that being his last Sabbath,
throngh drink in Launceston. I left several of your books, and may
the dear Lord bless the reading of them, if it be His blessed will.
I found the GOSPEL MAGAZINE and the Gospel Standard. I stayed there
two months, having a daughter and six grandchildren there. It is
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the old convict settlement; most of them carry the stamp in their
features. My dear brother Cleaver, the dear old pilgrim, WiiS not; he
was engaged in 1839 as supercargo to a gentleman long since passed
"
away.
How wonderfully is our path marked out! My dear brother, I
thought perhaps your affliction might drain your temporal supplies
rather, though I know that the dear Lord has promised a11 things
-needful, for He Imoweth what we need, and He can and will ompply
our needs, even from quarters we little think. My mind is to send
you a Post Office Order for £2. It may be a little help to you in
your present affliction. It is sent to John Lindsey from J ames ,Davis.
If my dear brother is gone home, it may be needed in the family;
if not, it can be sent to Mrs. Philpot, 6, Sydenham Road, Croydon,
to whom I send a trifle occasionally for the poor pilgrims left behind
when poor dear Philpot was called home.
I was glad to see Mr. Lindsey mentioned in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
because that Magazine has a large circulation. I have a geutleman
who employs me to see some of the so-called pastors of this city
and I have given several of your books to some of the Wesleyan
ministers when they have left Conference. It may be the means of
their weighing matters. May the dear Lord own and bless them is
the desire of my poor soul.
I must conclude, and may the dear Lord Jesus, the King of kings,
the Bridegroom of His dear bride, bless and keep thee close to His
dear side, hanging on His almighty arm in the wedding-chamber,
is the desire and prayer of
Mr. John Linclsey, Linslade.
JAlIIL:S DAVIS.

GREETINGS FROM AFAR.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-Although a stranger to you in the flesh, I feel compelled to write you a few lines. I have taken your GOSPEL MAGAZINE
several years, and the blessed exhibition which the Holy Ghost has
enabled you to make of God's love, mercy, grace, and truth, with
the cheering comforts and consolations flowing from your own heartfelt experience of His never-ceasing care and watchfulness over His
dear children, have gladdened ancl encouraged my tried and ofttimes
tempest-tossed soul in this day of awful declension from vital godliness.
I bless and praise the Lord for raising you up, and enabling you to
stand against the power of Antichrist in defence of His truth.
May the Lorcl spare your life many years, and grant you more
and more abundant supl!lies from His all-sufficient fulness to contend
earnestly for the precious truths of the everlasting Gospel, against
the flood-tide of errors that are sweeping away those blessed privileges connected with the ministration of the Spirit.
May the Lord enable you to realize, as He did Elijah, that He
who is with you is greater and mightier than all those who are with
the adversaries of His truth, then you will p.ot fear them. "Trust
thou only in the Lord," and He will make ·you. w,ax valiant in the
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fight j and remember that, of aU the promises He has spoken, not on@
shall fall to the ground.
.Zion will arise, and shake herself from the 'dust of Antichristian
heresies and inventions, and put on her beautiful garment, when
the very moment appointed in God's infinite wisdom arrives j and
then the power of Antichrist will be destroyed by "the Spirit of
the Lord's mouth, and by the brightness of His coming."
Let us pray, watch, and wait for the Lord's appearing j and, if
trials increase, remember that you are not called to a warfare against
the adversaries of the truth at your own charges.
He who hath
said, "Strength shall be equal to your day," will not fail to uphold,
support, encourage, and lead you on in the work He hath called
you to.
I have felt deeply interested in the case of your afflicted brother
under the hidings of God's face, of whom you have from time to
time spoken through the pages of your Magazine.
I WCl" uudoJ:
desertion for three ye:.trs, in great distress of mind, and, during
all that time, I never could say for one moment that I had the
least hope of being saved. I was also labouring under bodily disease ~
and, when my pains were severe, I could welcome them, beca,use
for the time my mind was diverted from the far greater distress
into which m.y soul was plunged. "The Lord will bring His people
up from the depths of the sea j " and I trust the Lord is preparing
your afflicted brother for future service in His vineyard.
Yours in Christ Jesus,
Orangeburgh, America, JlIarch 31st, 1880.
LOUISA MOOItE.
Please put me down for a copy of your "Retracing" and Renewing". '"

CALLED HOME IN A MOMENT!
[THE annexed letter, from the pen of the widow of the late Rev. J. ;L
KASTJlIEAD, arose from a conversation about the deceased.
At the time
of which she speaks-some fourteen or fifteen years ago-we had paid
a short visit to her father (our respected friend, Mr. PINNIGER), upon
the occasion of our giving a lecture in his neighbourhood. Thc next,
morning, whilst being driven to the train by his friend, the deceased,
he mentioned the following fact: He had (he said) been in the habit,
of devoting 11 certain portion of his income to the Lord's cause, but,
when he commenced businesss as a farmer, he thought he must abstain
from giving, at any rate, not in the same proportion as heretofore, until
at least he had discharged cert,ain liabilities and got somewhat ahead.
It happened (he stated) that, as he was walking one day, he saw coming,
towards him an elderly minister, whom he knew to bave, as a certain
income, only £20 a year with which to support himself and his wife.
He remembered at the same time that he had only half-a-sovereign
in his pocket. He demurred about giving that, resolving not to decide
upon the matter till the morning. When the morning came, just as he'
was leaving the house to walk about his farm, a pig, which he valued
at a guinea, ran across the path just before him, and fell down dead r
We couldn!t help saying, "And serve yon right too." He told the story-
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in reproach of his selfish prudence, evidently feeling that, if he had fo1-,
lowed the promptings of giving the poor minister the half-sovereign, he
would have saved his pig.
At a large missionary meeting, held a few evenings after in our
school-house, we told the story of the pig, giving the audience a gentle
caution about "prudential reserves and calculations." The poor pig did
good service, for we never had such a collection before or since. One
gentleman told us the next day that he had put a certain something,
into one pocket to give at the collection, but, when he heard the story
of "the guinea-pig" (as he called it), he was obliged to resort to the
reserve pocket for more money. At a subsequent meeting at the Victoria Rooms, Clifton, in connection with the United City Mission,.
we again introduced "the guinea-pig," and our friend and brother,.
the lamented S, A. VVALKER, afterwards informed us' that there was;
never so much collected at the doors, at any similar meeting, as OIL
that evening. We believe that, as a rule, we seldom, if ever, err if we·
follow the first promptings in these matters.
As an example, we may quote a case which was once told us. A
minister called one day on a certain merchant. He gave him £5 towards
the qbject he was advocating. Having occasion, a short time afterwards,.
to call upon the same gentleman on other business, he said, "vVhy, 1 lost
£100 in connection with your calling upon me. You remember calling
about such a cause? " said he. " Yes," said the minister, " and you very
kindly gave me £5 towards it." "'VeIl," replied the merchant," when 1
left the office, 1 quite intended giving' you £10, but, as 1 walked upstairs"
I thought, 'Oh, £5 will do:' You had scarcely gone ere a neighbour
came in and said, '1 want you to lend me £100.. Now, don't say you,
have not got it, for 1 know you have.' 1 lent him the £100, and hebecoming bankrupt just after, 1 lost it all. Now," added the merchant,
"had 1 fulfilled my intention, and given you the £10 instead of the
£5, it would have broken into the £100, and 1 could then with truth·
have said 1 hadn't it."
By way of example, in reverse of the foregoing, we may mention a.
case which occurred in our own experience. The late Merchant KING
(as he was usually called) was a most kind-hearted, generous man. On
sundry occasions we called on,him, for different parochial objects. Never
did we meet with' a refusal at his hands. One day he left his office
to fetch what he intended to give. Returning with two new £5 Bank
of England notes in his hand, he said, "1 meant to give you only one,
but, as they stuck together, you may as well have them."
But now here is the letter about the late owner of "the guinea-pig."
Happy man! He has got where neither pigs nor pounds, crops nor'
crotchets, men nor markets, will ever more give him a moment?s anxiety
or concern.-ED.J

To the ECritOT of the Gospel JJiagazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-l am anxious to comply with your request,
and give you in a few lines, as nearly as my memory serves me, the particulars of the calling home of your friend of "the guinea-pig." (1 do,
not remember hearing him tell. that story, but it is very like him, and,
I know it was he who drove .you. to the station when you left my!'
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father's house fourteen or fifteen years ago.) He had been sufficiently
ailing a few weeks before to induce him to consult a doctor, but then
(Christmas week,· 1878) seemed quite as well as usual. He attend~d
market on the Thursday, and spent the evening chatting with a friend,
who often preached for them at the Baptist ChapeL
In the course
of conversation he said to him (as nearly as I remember what I afterwards heard from my brother), he felt so happy in the Lord, as though
he had not a care in the world. He had had cares which had worried
him a good deal, but he felt as though he had nothing now. He could
leave it all wi~h the Lord, and was quite sure it wonld be all right,
adding, "I don't know tlwt I shall feel so to-rnorrow rnorni1;g, but I do
now." The next morning he called his eldest son as usual. Whilst
be was dressing, he heard his father breathe heavily, and, before he could
get assistance, he had gone home! Surely one might almost speak of
his death as a translation! He knew nothing even of the shadow of
death. "He was not, for God took him." \'Vhen we sec how gently
and tenderly the Lord deals with so many of His loved ones in calling
them home from this world of grief and sin, may it not encourage us
to leave our futnre with Him, who will never leave His children to
walk alone through the valley of the shadow of death ~
- Yours very truly,
L. M. B. E.

HERE AND THERE!
(/ Here we only know in part / there we shall know even as we are know?!'.'
[In reading the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for 1846, we found such sweetness
and power in the annexed piece, that we could not resist the prompting to reproduce it.-En.]
WHO can calculate the vast blessedness of being a member of the
'Church of the living God ~ Who can fathom the glory of her high
.standing in Christ Jesus, her glorious Head and Husband? What
angel in glory can have the least conception of that wonderful mystery
that Christ and His Church are so completely and essentially one,
that where He is there she also must be, and all that He possesses must
everlastingly be hers? The Ohurch of the living God themselves kn.ow
but very little about their eternal inheritance. Here we are journeymg
through a wilderness, and it pleases our heavenly Father to keep us, as
it were, in the dark about what we are to possess when we arrive at the
end of our journey. He only reveals to us a little by the way, to
cheer us up and raise us above all the dangers and difficulties we meet
with, that we may be continually looking forward and pressing onward.
The only Object of our hope is the Person of our most glorious Christ,
.and the blessed Spirit takes of the things of Christ, and shows them
unto us.
Here, however, "we know only in part," and it is bnt very little we
can comprehend what He really is in Himself to us. Here we have
.some very slight glimpses of His dear face; but there, we shall see
Him without a veil between. Here He tells us a little of Bis love;
but there we shall know the whole of His heart."" Here He says unto
• Beioved, we doubt whether the Church will know the whole o[ His hea.rt,
lor it will ta.ke more tha.n eternity to tell it out.-ED.
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us, "Fear not, for I am with thee;" there we shall know nothing
about fear, for we shall be with Him. Here we know Him as our
almighty Saviour, or perhaps only desire or long to know Him as"
such j but this is a sure evidence that there we shall dwell eternally
in the fulness and blessedness of His glorious salvation. Here we only
have a sip of the brook by the way, there we shall drink full draughts
from the "Fountain Head. Here a word from His dear lips sets us on
fire of love, and we could not bear it long; but there we shall hear
His voice without ceasing. Here we know the blessedness of being
one with Him j there the fulness and blessedness of the union will be
fully developed and eternally enjoyed. Here we long, pant, and desire
after Him j there we shall be swallowed up in Himself.
Here we are at school, and have to learn some very hard and difficult
lessons, which sometimes drive us to our wits' end j there we shall be
fully perfect in knl'lwledge, and shall leave our Father's house no more
for ever. Here we live in an enemy's country, and are continually
surrounded on all 'sides by hosts of foes, who are always lying in wait
to ensnare; and, although we can even here shout victory over
them all through the blood of the Lamb, yet, when we arrive there,
we shall be no more subject to their threats, temptations, and annoyances, but shall rejoice in the knowledge that we have done with them
for ever. Here we are such fools we know not what is for our best
interests, and oftentimes murmur and rebel against our best Friend,
thinking He is dealing hardly with us; but, at the of the journey,
if we look back and retrace the road by which the Lord our God hath
led us, we shall know that -" not one good thing hath failed of all that
He hath promised," but that "all things have worked together for
good j " and although we may have experienced many things which
have been painful to the flesh and fleshly feelings, and have been brought
through what have been at the time many painful exercises and sore
troubles, yet one single moment's enjoyment there will make full
amends for the whole; and we shall be rejoicing in the full realization of Paul's reckoning, that "the sufferiags of this present time are
not worthy to be compared with the glory to be revealed in us."
And what shall -we say more 1 for time would fail to tell of the
innumerable ins and outs, ups and downs, tossings to and fro, twistings,
turnings, buffetings, temptations, afflictions, troubles, trials, exercises,
perplexities, sinkings, faintings, that we have to pass through here,
and in and through the whole of which, we are so imperfect in knowledge, that we are continually taking wrong views of them, and know
not what the end will be. There, however, we shall know all about
it j there we shall be perfectly satisfied j there we shall fully comprehend the whole matter. We shall no more see as through a glass
darkly, but it will be full and open vision. No clouds of darkness,
no fogs or mist"No midnight shade, no clouded sun,
But sacred, high, eternal noon."

There we shall know our Jesus, even as we are known of Him.
Ever since we have known anything about Him, every desire and every
breathing have centred in this one, "That I may know Him." Everything else has -been as nothing! Death ha.th been stamped upon all

318

The Gospel Magazine.

besides; for, having once tasted a little of His love, nothing can satisfy
bltt the full enjoyment of it, without any interruption. There, then,
will be the consummation of the whole. There our anxious hopes
and intense longings to know Him will be fully realized. There the
glorious union, the preciousness of which we have only known in part,
will be fully compreliended and its rich blessedness enjoyed. There,
being one with Him, we shall for ever share the glories of His throne,
and be eternally wrapped up in all the glory and fulness of a Triune
3ehovah.
"One glorious Head, one body there,
Who shall at last one glory share."

J. B. D.
THE ROCK OF AGES.
(Continued fl'om page 126.)

Christ the Bock, the source of the streams of life and sahatioll.- The
dear children of the Lord are sometimes led to know and feel their dry
and parched estate, and oh, what a feeling this is, when like one of
old they cry out, "·0 that one would give me to drink of the waters
of the well of Bethlehem, which is by the gate." The farmer and usual
streams of the sanctuary, the means of grace, and the ordinances of
the Lord's house, the river of the water of life, seems dried up.
Hungry and thirsty, their souls faint within them.; the wells of salvation
are either hidden or stopped up.
Ah! me, the children of the captivity when by the rivers of Babylon never drank spiritually of their
waters, or sung the Lord's song when there. Oh, what a mercy it is
for the dear tried family of God that they sometimes realize, know,
and feel that the source of the river of eternal life is not exhausted or
dried up! It flows and ever will fio'}', and now and then they get a
sip of it by the way, and' so are they strengthened, and although
"faint, yet pursuing," to hold on their pilgrimage upward and homeward
to eternal glory. "When the poor and needy seek water, and there is
none, and their tongue faileth for thirst, I the Lord will hear them,
I the God of Israel will not forsake them. I will open rivers in high
places, and fountains in the midst of the vaHeys. I will make the
wilderness a pool of water, and dry land springs of water." (Isaiah.)
" There is a river the streams whereof make glad the city of God, the
holy place of the tabernacles of the Most High." (Sons of Korah.)
"And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal,
proceeding out of the throne of God and the Lamb." (John.) "He
dave the rocks in the wilderness, and gave them drink out of the great
depths; he brought streams also out of the rock, and caused waters to
run down like rivers. And they did all drink of the same, spiritual
drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and
that Rock was Christ." (Asaph and Paul.) "Spring up, 0 well: sing
ye unto it. For who -is a God save the Lord, or who is a Rock save
our God 7" (Moses and David.)
" Who can faint while such a river
Ever flows their thirst t' assuage 7
Grace which, like the Lord the Giver,
Never fails from age to age."-Neluton.

-.
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BhTist the Rocle, the repository of the t1'easuns o} wisdom and ·knowledge.-W e can never know in this world how much we are indebted
to our precious Lord for any amount, however small it may be, of
true spirittlal wisdom and knowledge we may possess. There are those,
and many there be in our day, that run to and fro, and so knowledge
increaseth, with but little wisdom attached thereto. This is a spiritual
riddle not difficult to open. "Man, know thyself," is a lesson very hard
to learn and harder to be understood; but to be enabled by divine
grace and the teachings of the ever-blessed Spirit to look up, and
by faith in some measure to enter into the repository of this blessed
storehouse -of wisdom and knowledge, is a favour not soon to be
forgotten or passed by. Oh, who can set forth that which is indescribable? The visions of faith, like the wings of the morning, have caught
a glimpse of it, and exclaim, " Oh, the depths of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past
finding out!" Yet to the inquiring soul the answer is, "'Vhat we
know not now we shall know hereafter." "The wisdom that is from
above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated,
full of mercy aod good fruits, without partiality, and withont hypocrisy."
(James.) "But of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made
unto us wisdom, and righteousness, .and sanctification, and redemption.
That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and
unto all riches of the full assunmce of understanding, to the acknowledgment of the mystery of God and the Father, and of Christ, in
whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge." (Paul.)
" And they shall be Mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I
make up My special treasure;" (Malachi.)
_
" Dear Name, the Rock on which I build,
My shield and hiding-place,
My never-failing treasury, filled
With boundless stores of grace."-Newton.
(To be continued.)

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR FRIEND,-Your kind present to the Mission of four
hundred volumes of "Mornings and Evenings with Jesus," "Gospel
Preached to Babes," &c., came to haud yesterday, just as I had sent off
six large boxes of books to various destinations. Allow me to thank
you, and all other kind friends, for such hearty support in this labour
of love; and to say that it is just wonderful how the Lord supplies
the real wants of the Mission, and my own daily domestic wants, seeing
that I have no private means or penny from any kind of salary. The
Father of the eternal family knows how many gallons of 'bread His
children will require for the week, and His goodness will find out a
way to provide them with their allowance-either of spoon diet, or the
strong meat from His table. "0 taste and see that the Lord is good:
blessed is the man that trusteth in Him. 0 fear the Lord, ye His
saints: for there is no want to them that fear Him. The young lions do
lack, and suffer hunger j but they that seek the Lord shall not want
any good thing."
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It is very cheering to see the nice letters we continue to receive
testifying to the good done by our united efforts in sending forth so
much sound reading to our soldiers and sailors; and I am sure each
year seems to show a greater neces"ity for it, in order to counteract the
false teaching of our day. Our red-coats and blue-jackets are made of
the same human material as civilians; and, if you can bring creature
appeals and pulpit solos to bear upon them, they will assume any
shape, use any religious phraseology, attend any number of ceremonialservices, if only to procure some official endorsement to their supposed
conversion to God. " How is the gold become dim! how is the most
fine gold changea! the stones of the sanctuary are poured out in the
top of every street. The precious sons of Zion, comparable to fine gold,
how are they esteemed as earthen pitchers, the work of the hands of
the potter! Even the sea monsters draw out the breast, they give suck
to their young ones;" and shall God ever forget to feed His living
family. 1 Saints, apostles, prophets, martyrs, answer" No! " And may
we, whose souls have been lighted with wisdom from on high, never
forget the day of our first espousal to Ohrist in the army, and never
cease to sing" Hail! sovereign love, that first began
The sch'lme to rescue fallen man;
Hail! matchless, free, eternal grace,
That gave my soul a hiding-ph\ce."

One correspondent asks for several dozens of illustrated wall paper<;
to decorate his Sailors' Home abroad;: another personal friend asks
for a few hundred bound volumes, to start a lending library among
several thousand seamen and their families; a third writes for little
books to give away to militiamen, now embodied in various parts of
the country. Hence, if any of your readers will send us grants of sound
tracts or small books, or the means to purchase them, their kindness
will be very acceptable just now.
It is now considered almost certain that the terrible loss of H.IvLS.
Euryd-ice, off the Isle of Wight, has repeated itself in the foundering
of the Atalanta, with all hands, in the Atlantic Ocean. "No news
whatever," will be an awful shock to all those who have relatives or
friends on board of this vessel. Even we ourselves, who have known
something of the perils of the mighty deep, and knew some of the crew,
from their having attended our meetings at Malta, can scarcely write
these lines without a burst of natural f~eling, as we think of old faces,
and remember what God may have in store for this land. "Oh, to grace
how great a debtor!" Oannot yon and- I come in here 1 Why were we
made to hear His voice 1 Why have we been kept? Can you tell
why on any other ground than grace-free grace 1 I write this- with
a trembling hand, and with eyes running over with tears, and gladly
ascribing all to everlasting and electing love-hence our preservation
and the eternal security of the whole Ohurch of Ohrist. So speaks.
dear Mrs. Hoblyn, of Bath, in a letter to me of yesterday; and so say
I again, which you will gladly re-echo, I know.
Yours in Him,
Devi_~es

Road, Salisbury,
April 16th, 1880.

OHARLES BRIDER.

