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THE CLOSE OF OUR FORTY-FIFTH YEAR'S
EDITORSHIP OF THIS MAGAZINE.
LAST month we felt it incumbent upon us to acknowledge the
Lord J ehovah's goodness and mercy, in that we were permitted to
reach the seventy-fourth milestone upon our pilgrim course. The
present month calls for additional gratitude, in that we are enabled
to complete the forty-fifth year of the Editorship of this work.
We do not purpose even to attempt to express what we feel in
the contemplation of so great a mercy. Such attempt would be an
utter failure, as far as doing anything like justice to so striking a
proof of divine goodnes~, compassion, and all-sufficiency.
Whilst going back in review of our first connection with this
work, and the trembling of both heart and hand with which we
-ventured upon its responsibility, the question which we wish to
-occupy the first and foremost position, in regard to our review and
retracings, is, "Is there anything too lWI'd for the Lord?" More
striking proof or stronger evidence of the Lord's making His
fltrength perfect in connection with human weakness we believe
~ould scarcely be found, if, indeed, taking all the cir.Jumstances
into account, a single parallel instance could be forthcoming.
• This fact can only be fully recognized by those who are per'sonallY familiar with all the details of the case. That familiarity
'would embrace, not merely a knowledge of the outward circumstances and varied conditiontl inseparable from the continuous course
of a magazine, but it must comprehend likewise the ever-varying'
state of mind and condition of heart in which such work had to
be conducted.
A remark of our dear brother-in-law (the late Incumbent of
Charles, now St. Luke's, Church, Plymouth) oc~urs to us. He
was the first to suggest our undertaking the Editorship of this
Magazine. After, however, occupying that position for some
seven years, during the greater portion of which time we had
lived in neighbouring houses, he came, whilst himself preparing
S
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for ordination, and resided for eight months beneath our own roof.
It was then he remarked, even after his previous close intimacy, "I
had no idea that the edit-ing ()f the Magazine entailed so much labour."
Moreover, our own loved Bishop expressed his surprise at how it
was accomplished, in addition to one's other duties.
Now, at the time of which we speak, our parochial labours were
most limited, inasmuch as we had only the oversight of 3. small
parish, and a correspondingly small school. Nor had we then, as
for nine-and-twenty years since we have had, the Old Jonathal/ to
conduct.
Still, with all the ceaseless care and continuous labour thus entailed
upon us, there is a feature of the work which, for weight and
responsibility, far exceeds that of which we have spoke-n lo and which,
to the merely casual observer, is not perceptible. Upon this we
wish for a little to dwell.
Now, with respect to a Gospel Magazine, especially in these last
most contradictory and critical days, we do not hesitate to say that
the most arduous and important and responsible feature in the
conducting of such is that which, as just intimated, is least known
and most unrecognizable by any but he or they who have to take
the most active part in its production. In other words, the 'eelfare of
immodal souls, and inv~stigation and scrutiny oj C£l.ses so continuously
submitted for con.~ideration,is that which constitutes the clziif 1.eeight and
keenest 1'esponsibility of a truly spiritual editol'ship. It produces a
wear and tear, not of mind merely, but of the !lIJa1·t! This, by contrast, is far-more exhausting than the merely intellectual or literary
portion of the labour. We repeat that this cannot be understood by
any but such as have been the eye-witnesses, or have been personally
called to feel what this soul-travail and !wart-anguish on behalf of
others entails.
When some seemingly strange, inexplicablA, mysterious line of
~hings has been submitted for consideration, where the love of souls
prominently exists, a kind of soul-anatomy is brought into exerciSe.
It is feebly-and only feebly-represented by the weight and
anxiety which the surgeon feels when he is about to perform some
.,ritical surgical operation. The more critical, the greater his
anxiety lest there should be failure or defeat. His efforts, however,
have merely to do with the bodlj, alid success or non-success is
limited to the little moment of ~he time-state. But the spiritual
anatomist, or the tester of the workings of the inner man and experience of the soul, has to do with immortal -and imperishable
interests. Time or the present world set no bounds to the judg. ment he may form, or the opinion he may give, as to the real
spiritual state or conditi_on of such as seek his counsel or advice.
Whilst, however, he' trembles, on the one hand, ~t the veriest
idea of being looked or appealed to, instead of Him ",ha reads the ,~
heart and -tries the reins of the children of men, on the other J,

259

The Gospel Magazine,

hand, he fears to turn a deaf ear to the applicant who; in the
depths of soul-anguish or perplexity, appears led by an invisible
Hand to seek a word of couusel or advice from this or that one
more or less familiar with the difficulties, distresses,. and dangers
of such pilgrimage.
The dealing, therefore, with such cases is, whether understood
by others or not, the most weighty and anxious part of true
spil:itual editorship. As aheady intimated, it involves a soul-travail
and a heart-labour which tax the thoughts, mind, and energies to
an extent of which few can be aware. As such, it is attended with a
wear and tear that continuously call for renewal and revival.
Whilst thus we write, however, we would not by any means conceal the fact that, much as such a line of things tries the heart
and mind of a truly spiritual conductor of a magazine, there is a
sense in which he is abundantly 1'ecoinpensed-yea, amply repaidwhen, through the condescending love, tender mercy, and boundless compassion of the Most High, he is enabled and privileged to
speak "a word in season" to him that is weary; to pour in of
the oil and balm of divine consolation to the troubled heart and
broken in spirit. The blending of heart and bonding of soul-this
cementing and dove-tailing, in a true spiritual sense, of heart to
heart and soul to soul-oh, how supernatural! how blessed! how
divine! What light does such experience throw upon the word,
"The heart knoweth his own bitterness, and a stranger intermeddleth not with his joy"! It is so perfectly distinct from everything of earth. It has such a complete severance from the world,
its ideas and associations. It so illustrates the fact that such" have
bread to eat which the world knows not of." It is dealing in the
heavenlies on earthly ground. It is being in the world, yet not
of it. Blessed distinction!
. The Apostle touches upon these sacred experiences, summed up
under that one utterance, "the care of all the churches," in sundry passages. For example, " My little children, of whom I travail
in birth until Christ be formed in you." Now, if this figure be
duly considered, it will throw light upon the matter in hand.
_ J'ravailing in birth! What intermitting pain and anguish! What
suspense! How great the uncertainty! Hence the watchfulness
and anxiety.
In regard to this soul-travail-these heart-yearnings-let the
reader consider the Apostle's own testimony. Taj..e, for example,
what has been deemed an astounding utterance in Romans ix. 1-3
- " I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also
bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost, that I have great
heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart.
For I could
wish that myself were accursed from Ohrist for my brethren,'
my kinsmen according to the flesh." Many have been perfectly
,t .a loss to understand what the Ap?stle really meant by this
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wish that he could be "accursed [or separated] from Christ";
and be it remembered that, under the circumstances, he did not then
and there allude to the nearest of all kindred ties. Close as is
the relationship -of brother to brother, assuredly that of parent and
child is closer still. Again, with respect to this ardent solicitude
of which we speak, mark the Apostle's language ('4 Cor. ii. 4), "Out
of much affiiction and anguish of heart I write unto you, with
many tears." See, moreover, how the same earnest solicitude is
shown throughout the seventh chapter of the Epistle. Mark, likewise, the tender yearnings of soul in the Epistle to Philemon.
What more special mark or evidence of the peculiar character and
operations of divine grace can be given than this special arid
so unselfish and disinterested love of souls.'! Possibly certain parties
are laid upon the heart whose .persons and positions are quite unknown, and yet, strange as it may appear in the opinion of others,
the cases and circumstances of these positive strangers are at times
laid with such power upon the mind as to awaken no small degree
of ardent and importunate pleading at the mercy-seat. There is,
for the time being, the setting aside of self and its interests in
the all-absorbing and intensity of wrestling and besieging at that
mercy-seat on behalf of this or that personally-unknown brother
or sister of the household of faith. Ab! what does this bespeak
but the reality of the existence of such household? And what
can more clearly prove the special and supernatural nature of the
love and the unity and the power which characterize the members
of this family?
Oh, how blessed is the testimony of the Holy Ghost with respect to the operations of this love-" God is love; and he that
dwelleth in love dwelleth in God; and God in him." " We know
that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the
brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in dellth."
" Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every
-one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. He that loveth
not knoweth not God; for God is love" (1 John iv. 16; iii. 14 ;
~.~~

.

Now, in the foregoing Scriptures, we have not merely proof of ...
the real existence of this love,. but likewise a test by which to
ascertain whether or not we personally possess. this evidence of
-childship-this mark and proof of membership in the one common
household of fai,th.
Again, as the operations of this love are so perfectly distinct
from those of merely natural or human love, so, in like manner,
the effects are equally distinct. Upon simply human grounds, that
anxiety and solicitude on behalf of the stranger and unknown, /:l.S
already intimated, would be altogether mysterious and unaccount:able. In the natural estimate, it would seem to partake largely of
the enthusiastic, the visionary, or even the fanatical; but, in the
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opinion of the Spirit-quickened" Spirit-taught, Spirit-led, how great
the distinction! That pleading and wrestling with the unseen
God for and on the behalf of the equally unseen child of His--.
his trials and temptations, his crosses and cares, his weight and
warfare, brought before the footstool of mercy, and urged and
entreated with, for the time being, far more earnestness and importunity than if it were for one's own personal interest and advantage. And then, in due time, this followed by the whisper, the
assurance, the seal, as in the cases of Hezekiah, Daniel, and
Cornelius, that prayer had been heard, and the blessing bestowedoh, how sweet, supernatural, blessed, this state of things!
Whilst thus spea~ing of the stranger and the personally unknown,
a fact recurs to our recollection, at the moment of writing, which
will probably serve to illustrate our meaning, in regard to these
purely supernatural emotions and these evidences of the special
operations of faith. When, as far as memory serves, about the
year 1849, we had once occupied the pulpit of Charles Church,
Plymouth, and were asked again to preach in the same church
on the following Sunday night, we were led to present the urgent
request at the mercy-seat, even that the Lord would make the
sermon on that evening a quickening word to some poor dead sinner.
At the same time, we did not venture to ask the Lord that we might
be made acquainted with the fact. On the contrary, we the rather
wished to be in ignorance of it, and to leave such fact wholly with
Himself. We afterwards found the heart and soul drawn out on
behalf of this unknown, but, as we were led to hope and believe,
really called and quickened fellow-sinner; and the impression has
remained with us to this day, although we have not the veriest
tangible sign or token. This we regard as one feature of soultravail.
'We are quite aware we are thus treating with matters little
known, and less appreciated, by the merely nominal religionist
or formal professor, not to speak of the worldliug. However, the
personal non-acquaintance with these divine verities-these Gospel
secrets-by no means disproves them.
On the contrary, their
rareness and their so special character only render them the more
sacred, savoury, and precious.
They are so much the more
marked and unquestionably of the Lord, and the Lord alone.
As already expressed, the cases of the tried and tempted, the
siu-burdened and Satan-harassed, the perplexed and bewildered,
which have been brought before us, during our Editorial career,
have been among the most anxious and responsible features of our
work. At the same time, blessed be God, He has, in His own
merciful way, rendered such cases among the sweetest and most
sacred of our engagements. When, in His own time, the Lard
has given us the most undoubted proof and evidence that the
heart-anguish and soul-travail were enkindled by Himself, to be
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answered and responded to by Himself, oh, what recompense has
such proved-what repayment-for all one has undergone! What
adoration, blessing, and praise have followed the wrestling, travail,
and importunity!
Probably an extract from a letter to hand whilst writing, will
serve to throw some light upon the subject before us. A mother
.
thus writes:"I remember, in the year 1868, writing a letter to you about
my anxiety for my three sons, and how I prayed for them; and
you answered me in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and it did so encourage
me. You said, I might be comforted, in that my prayers would
be sure to be answered; and I copied off yours, and have it now.
Ye~, dear sir, the Lord has heard and answered me, blessed be
His name! Two of my sons, since that, have been born again,
and are in truth the children of God; and I do believe one word
from you-' eternity.' '-was sent into the heart of one by the
mighty power of the Spirit, for I inquired of him in what way he
was led to Jesus, and he told me this, and said he was after that
for a long time under conviction of sin. and mourning over his
sins (though he was a most steady, moral young man before), but
that would not do. He now preaches the blessed Gospel to dead
sinners. To me it seems a great mystery. He gave up his work,
and devotes himself entirely to the stndy of the Word. He came
here three months, in the autumn, to preach in the surrounding
villages, and the Lord greatly blessed him. His addresses were
most weighty and solemn."
The foregoing extract will, we presume, furnish, in some degree,
a key to the exercises of which we have spoken, in regard to
soul-travail and importnnity, and the consequent satisfaction, when
and where proof and evidence are given of the wrestling and
soul-la bour not having been in vain iI;l the Lord.
As an example, however, of how dependent the members of
the household of faith are upon each other, and that neither the
one nor the other can ever say, " I have no need of thee," our unknown, yet well-known correspondent's letter has reached us at a
. time when we are deeply concerned as to the spiritual welfare of
our own dear sons. Their state and condition has been laid before
the Lord for years and years. Sometimes we have had hopes
as to their safety amounting almost to assurance. On the other
hand, when, year after year, we have looked in vain for the veriest
sign or token of life, but the very opposite-yea, increased evidence of the entire absence of it-has shown itself, oh, how the
heart has been overwhelmed, as it were, in the contemplation!
As probably we have heretofore stated, the utmost we venture
to ask the Lord is, that He would indulge us with that special
favour-that divine privilege-that most. sacred boon-to be found
among those of whom it is recorded, "These all died in faith, not
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having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and
were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that
they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth" (Heb. xi. 13).
This is the utmost that we crave at His blessed hands, and that
in accordance with another portion which for years likewise has
been presented at the footstool of mercy, even that precious promise, "All thy children shall be taught of the Lord, and great
shall be the peace of thy children."
Conscious as we are of how rapidly the tiny remains of life's little
sand-glass are running through, and how soon-yea, haw very,
very soon-the place that now knows us will know us no
more-we cannot but, as a parent, feel intensely anxious for the
eternal well-being of those whom the Lord has given us as offspring. At the same time, we never remember to have realized
more deeply our own absolute helplessness! Persuasion, remonstrance, argument, upon our part, we feel to be utterly to no
purpose. It seems only to I increase hostility, and to deepen and
perpetuate prejudices. Hence we are, as it were, silenced. We are
struck dumb before the Lord. All we can do, as a last and only
resource, is to cry-and that mightily-to Him. We have no
other Helper, neither have we any other hope! Like a drowning
man seeking to grasp the rope thrown for his relief, we seek to
gain a faith's grip of the word, "God is our Refuge and Strength,
a very present Help in trouble." Here we take our stand, and
here alone. What the Lord may do, in His own time and way,
is known alone to Himself.
We have had some very solemn thoughts of late in this respectyea, most solemn! They are these-that, should the Lord call us
hence, without any previous intimation or assurance that our poor
prayers on behalf of our children have been heard and heeded, in
the light of eternity, we shall fully acquiesce and coincide with all
the Lord does. Hence that acquiescence would involve even the loss
-the eternal loss-of those now so near and dear. The alternative seems very dreadful, yet such it must be; otherwise, how could
there be a universal and unqualified recognition and acknowledg. ment of the wisdom, goodness, and love of the character and conduct
of the Eternal Three? We repeat that the alternative is awful in
the extreme! The very idea causes us to shudder as we write! It
chills us to the very heart's core! We tremble as we record the
fact, and our inmost soul cries, "Spare, Lord, spare, I beseech,
entreat, implore of Thee! "
A moment's due reflection will, if we mistake not, prove the truth
of the statement we are now seeking to set before our readers. Contemplate a scene.· 'l'here is a bed occupied by a dying parent. He
or she is surrounded by the many near and dear children. Parting
'Words are given; intense desire for their souls' salvation expressed;
the most fervent and importunate prayer offered at the footstool of
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mercy. The lips are sealed; the eyes are closed; the last sigh
heaved; the last breath drawn. The parent is dead! and with that
death ceases the every anxious thought, wish, or desire. From that
moment, uninterruptedly and eternally, there is a full, a perfect"
a most unqualified apprehension and admiration of all the Lord
J ehovah is, and all the Lord J ehovah ever has done or can do.
Reader, could heaven be heaven, with anything short of this?
Can an adverse thought, wish, or desire, possess the mind of any
of the glorified? By no means. A perfect oneness and identity
with the mind and will of J ehovah must characterize the redeemed and glorified.
With respect to submission to the will of G.od, even here in the
time-state, a fact recurs to the memory which was brought before
us very many years ago. A certain mother had, for a long, long
time, agonized before the Lord on account of her profligate son. A.ll
her prayers and remonstrances were, notwithstanding, of no avaiL
His case appeared hopeless. He seemed doonied to destruction.
At length a change came over the mother. Instead of the
anguish of heart that had reflected itself in the careworn countenance, there was a calmness and a placidity in most striking
contrast to her previous and long-continued condition. The son was
among the first to perceive the extraordinary change; and, inasmuch as it continued, he could not rest until he had succeeded in
ascertaining the cause. Upon, therefore, being closely questioned,
tlIe mother assigned, as the reason of the alteration, that, as the
Most High could not err, but that He, as "Judge of all the earth,.
must do right," she had been brought, in regard to her son, to
say, "The will of the Lord be done!" whatever that will
might be.
No sooner was the son made acquainted with this fact-that
the mother, so long and so intensely anxious for his salvation, wasbrought to acquiesce in the will of God, even though that will
might be his eternal destruction-than an alarm took possession
of him, the which never was subdued or pacified until he himself
was brought to say, "The Lord liveth, and blessed be my Rock;
and let the God of my salvation be exalted."
Thus, in this remarkable and most unexpected way, were the
prayers of that so long intensely anxious mother answered.
We know another case, in which a most profligate and reckless
one expressed intense anxiety when he heard that his step-mother
had ceased, or was about to cease, to pray for him. A third
case comes to our recollection, where all that an anxious mother
could say having been said, and that in every possible way, but
all ~eemingly to no purpose, she added, as a last resource and a·
final hope, "Well, you cannot prevent my praying for you."
That remark seemed to obtain a greater hold upon the young
man's mind than aught else that had been advanced.
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With respect to falling in with the mind and will of the Most
High, we shall never forget a fact in our own experience. Probably we have named it before; but, as this is a brief record of
a forty-five years' course, the reader will kindly bear with the
repetition, if such it be. Possibly the narration may meet some
perplexing case. Some twenty years ago or thereabouts, we were
in such a state of anxiety about the welfare of onr own family
that, strange as it may appear, we recollect one morning in particular, walking down to the parish with these thoughts uppermost-" Well, even death itself will not divest me of entire concern
about my family. I shall assuredly carry into eternity a certain
amount of care and anxiety about them." We readily admit the
absurdity of the idea. Still, there it was, and to divest the mind
of the same we found to be an impossibility. But how, think you,
dear reader, did the Lord dispel the fear and disperse the cloud?
Why, thus - He almost immediately laid' us upon a sick,
and, as we thought, upon a dying bed. We never thought to
have left it again. Yea, so verily did we believe that our time
was come that, when speaking to our dear eldest daughter
upon the subject, as she sat by our bed-side, we said we believed
it was best that we should be taken first-that her dear mother
was better able to grapple with the ills and anxieties of life than
her poor father. The reader, however, may naturally ask, "But
what about the aforenamed anxieties and perplexities which you
thought you must carry with you into vast eternity?" What?
Why, not the semblance of any such weight or care rested upon
the mind! On the contrary, there seemed an entire freedom
from the veriest feeling of concern about either wife or children.
There was a simple and absolute falling into the hands of the
Lord, with a "Do with me and mine as seemeth Thee good."
Ah ! reader, how this very experience has since recurred to usand that again and again-in a way of loving rebuke and
tender reproach! When, as we have been times. without number
since, the subject of anxiety and fear and misgiving, as the
question has. repeatedly presented itself, "How will it be with
thee in the swellings· of Jordan?" and the flesh has recoiledaye, and does to this very moment recoil-the remembrance
of the sick-bed scene to which we have just referred has been
brought vividly beforo us, with the inquiry, "Am I not able to
1'epeat and to intensify that experience? If I then and there
showed what I could do, can I be at a loss when My time has
fully come to render the theory a fact? Oan I be at a loss to
verify My own promise, 'When thou passest through the
waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall
not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou
shalt not be burned, neither shall the flame kindle upon thee'?
Can I not do for thee that which I have done for myriads
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now round and about Me? Oan I not enable thee, as I did
them, to say, 'Yea, though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for Tholl art with me;
Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me' ? "
In the retrospect of one's protracted and imperfect labours, there
is a consideration that is satisfactory. It is that to what, from
time to time, has been advanced. in these pages and elsewhere,
the words addressed to the prophet Elisha, in days of old, "A.las!
master, for it was borrowed," do not apply. What little we do
know-and we readily admit it is but little, considering the vastness of the 8ubject--has been, as it were, burnt into us by a suc<lession of trial upon trial, temptation after temptation, and sorrow
upon sorrow.
'What little we have learnt has been so learnt in
.the school of affiiction; and slow and most forgetful learners, even
in that school, we have proved ourselves. But, with respect to
borrowing, or coming under the condemnation pronounced by the
'Prophet Jeremiah, "Behold, I am against the prophets, saith the
Lord, that steal My words everyone from his neighbour," we
never remember to have adopted a single line or sentence of
another's but as a quotation.
•
There is one other thought, in regard to our lengthened labours,
to which we would likewise give utterance. It is with regard
to what we have often testified as to the great personal recoiling
from the article of death. Now, we would lay great stress upon
this, and we would earnestly call the reader's attention to it.
The way and manner in which the Lord has dealt with us, not
merely during the forty-five years we have been connected with
this work, but even for years before that, has been presented to both
ihe Ohurch and the world, with the utmost plainness, candour, and
simplicity. What was, in a very large measure, written from time
to time for one's own personal profit and advantage, in a spiritual
point of view, has been so overruled as to go forth through the
\ length and breadth of Ohristendom. The ups and downs-the
joys and sorrows-the hopes and fears-the dangers and deliver~nces-have been candidly and honestly recorded.
There has
been no part-playing, no assumption, no pretension. What was
written WGJ,S a simple and a truthful record before the Lord; and,
when so recorded, without any impression that it would ever be
·seen beyond our own family circle, and that not until we had
passed away. But, in spite of such supposition, it has gone
forth. These once private jottings are now public.
Now, then, here is'the thought-if we, with all the alternating
hopes and fears, joys and sorrows-now upon the mount; anon in
the vale-at one time, as sure of heaven as if already there; at
~nother time, upon the very verge 'of despair-"-what, what, alas!
'Shall be said of those who have had no such tests-no such experiences-no "line upon line, precept upon precept, here a little
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and there a little"-but whose so-called religion has, like J onah's
gourd, sprung' up in a night, and, if not previously undeceived,
will perish in a night? Ah! let such take heed, ere it be too
late, to a vague hope, a sandy foundation, a false joy, a vain and
fleshly confidence, The faith that God gives is not a mere
nominal, historical, or matter-of-course kind of thing, but it
is that which must undergo the refining process. It must be
tested and cried to the utmost. The possessor of a Spirit-implanted
and a Spirit-maintained faith, sooner or later, must-not simply
may, but must-know the meaning, personally and experimentally,
(If the Apostle Peter's words, "Wherein ye greatly rejoice,
though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through
manifold temptations: that the trial of your faith, being much
more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried
with fire, might be found uuto praise and honour and glory at
the appearing of Jesus Ohrist" (1 Peter i. 6, 7).
All this, we are aware, is soon spoken or easily read; but the
reality-the test--the experience-is altogether another thing.
Would the reader have an illustration, as applicable to times
long since the days of the Apostle? Take, then, as one solitary
instance-and his but an example or pattern of ten thousand:"LUTHER ! Who more confident than he? Who more fearleEs or
courageous .than he? Who more ready to defy men or even
devils than he? Who more at a point as to his eternal safety
and everlasting blessedness than he? And yet see him in some
of his after-stages, and in connection with his bitter .experiences.
How has the lion, as it were, dwindled into the lamb! The giant
become the babe!. Did he not, in his weakness and prostration,
contemplate with astonishment that he could ever have gone up
to Worms? Was he ever such a wonder to others as he was to
himself? .
.
Ah! thus and thus it was that even the man-and-devildefying LUTHER was brought down and down and down into the
dust of self-loathing and flesh-and-blood-nothingness, so as to
become one in common with the whole election of grace, as
voyagers across the ocean of time-" And the rest, some on boards,
and some on broken pieces of the ship. And so it came to pass,
that they escaped all safe to land"" O'er heaven's high areh a motto stands engraved'None were excluded here who sought the Saviour's aid;'
And o'er the mouth of hell's dark, dismal cave'Jesus the purchase of His blood will have.'"

We have only to add that, in gazing upon our cabinet, with
its forty-five volumes of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, embodying as
they do an almost infinite variety of dangers and deliverances,
sorrow and succour, distresses and delights, sighs and songs, as

-
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marking the course of that protracted period, we can only write
across the frontal of the said cabinet-

"

St. Luke's, Bedminster, April, 1885.

THE EDITOR.

AN ACROSTIC.
D !VINE Redeemer, gracious God and Lord,
A ccept our thanks for Thy most holy Word;
V ouchsafe Thy blessing upon all we know,
I mparting grace,' as we in knowledge grow.
Direct in all we speak or write for Thee,

A nd let Thy truth alone our subject be;
Lord Jesus, make T.hyself our constant theme,
F or our salvation is only in Thy name.
Remembering all Thy love these many years,
Each future day, with all its work and cans,
D 0 Thou enable us with Thee to leave;
D own to the last Thy power and presence give.
h, what a' debt of gratitude we owe!
Upward to Thee let all our praises flow;
Dead to the world, alive to all that's good,
N ew mercies given, be used for Thee, our God;
Each birthday, as it comes and pass away.
Yield nobler fruit, and point to endless day.
B1'iStol, Mm'ch 8th, 1885.
S. B.
[My 72ud birthday.]

o

~,
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THE ONLY WAY TO HEAVEN.
"A

and living way, which He hath consecrated jor us, through the veil,
that is to say, His flesh."-HEBREws x. 20.
THIS splended Epistle of Paul to the Hebrews might well be headed,
"Old things have passed away, ~md all things have become new." Its
design is, to set forth the glory of Christ, the true Messiah, and to
show His infinite superiority to everything that as gone beforesuperior to angels, who worship Him; superior to Moses as a Prophet,
Law-Giver, and Mediator, Moses being but a servant for the time
being, hut Christ the Mediator of a better covenant than that of Sinai;
far superior to Aaron, "having' an eternal priesthood after the order
of Melchisedec," and the Aaronic priesthood becoming lost in that of
Christ; superior also to all types and shadows, sacrifices and ceremonies, under the law, all of which had their accomplishment in Christ.
And I do not hesitate to affirm that the vagaries carried on in the
·churches of our land,. in the so-called "harvest thanksgivings," as well
as Ritualistic practices, is nothing less than dethroning Christ, and
"' putting Him to an open shame." Yes, these things are positively
shameful and sinful-a going back instead of forward, and an ignoring
·of the Gospel truth of the efficacy of Christ's sacrifice, whose one
sacrifice of Himself is complete and eternal.>¥Beloved, this subject is of the greatest importance. May the Lord
the Spirit lead us into such truths concerning it as shall be 'Christhonouring and profitable to the Lord's dear people.
And, at the onset, it is worthy of note who it is that is pointing
to this" new and living way."
Why, the very man who previously
had been the chief instigator in the death of the martyred Stephen,
that dear man of God who was stoned to death because he pointed
to and preached this "new and living way"-the very man who
'" breathed out" threatenings and slaughter" against the Lord's disciples,
and any of this way of thinking, whether they were men or women.and yet now, clothed, and in his right mind, he is upholding the
Messiah he had despised and rejected, pointing to Him as the new and
Jiving and only Way to heaven. Ah! grace made all the difference.
He could no longer "kick against the pricks," when the G0d of his
.salvation took him in hand.
Some think that this expression refers to the prickings of his con.science-that, after the death of Stephen, he became conscience-stricken.
I cannot find anything in the Word to show this.
Rather, I think
the Lord meant that it was hard for him to "kick against the pricks"
of His omnipotent power, when he was a vessel of mercy, chosen in
Christ for the Master's service. Directly mighty grace lays hold of
him, he cries, "Who art Thou, Lord ~" acknowledging the very Christ
of God he had rejected and insulted.
!MW

;« Rea:ler, theEe are lamentable facts.
What an awful time of reckoning
awaits the actors in these deceptive and destructive scenes !-En.
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And how significant were the words that accompanied his divine
calling-" Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me?"
He had been
persecuting the Lord's weak and trembling people, but Christ, in that
precious identity of Himself with His own, says, "Why persecutest
thou lWe?" Just as, on another occasion, He said to Mary, after His
resurrection, "Touch Me not, for I am not yet ascended to My Father;
but go to My brethren, and say unto them, I ascend' unto My Father
and your Father, and to My God and your God." And, at another
time, He described the least act of kindness done to any of His loved
,but needy people as done unto Himself.
Oh, how gracious and precious is this identity and Oneness to Christ!
And, in the case before us, what a change! The very man who, in
hot pursuit, persecuted the Lord's little ones, was now found in their
mIdst, rejoicing in their company, and becoming the bold preacher of
Christ, as "the new and living Way."
Let us drink into his gracious teaching, and mark how fully he
shows the superiority of Christ to everything that has gone before

mm

.

. To be clear, notice, dear reader, first, the superiority oj Christ, in His
Person and offices, ovm' all that has gone bejon. For instance, look at the
superiority of the Last Adam over' the first-" The first Adam was of
the earth earthy; the Last was the Lord from heaven."
Concerning
Adam it was said, "Let Us make man," but Christ was the God-Man
Christ Jesus.
Carry your thoughts on to the temptation of both, and this superiority
will shine forth with increased splendour. The first Adam, when he
fell, was in paradise, surrounded by plenty, and only forbidden to eat
of the one tree in the midst of the garden; but 0;11' Lord, in His
temptation, was in the wilderness, suffering privation and hunger"Being hungered, He was led up into the wilderness to be tempted."
The former, surrounded by plenty and comfort, fell; the Latter, suffering the pangs of hunger, triumphed.
Again, the first Adam fell through the soft words of a woman; the
Last triumphed through the searching Word of God-CC It is writtenit is written!" Ah! that hallowed "sword of the Spirit, which is
the Word of God"!
Use it well, beloved; it was the Master's
' .
weapon.
We have said, Adam fell through the soft and persuasive words of
his wife; but we may remember that he was not deceived. He knew
well what he was doing. He sinned with his eyes open, which made
his fall the greater. Both of them, afte~ they had done the evil, had
their eyes opened to behold their natural state. When, through the
triumph of Jesus, our eyes are opened by the Holy Spirit, we not
merely discern our llatur~l state, but our spiritual state also; and while,
through the fall of the first' Adam, we are "born in sin and shapen in
iniquity," through the triumph of the Last Adam, we are born of God,
Adam's fall
new created in Christ Jesus, the "new and living Way."
was a matter of disobedience; Christ's' triumph was a matter of
The guilty couple,
obedience. "He was obedient even unto death."
when they fell, went and hid themselve8. When Jesus prevailed, angels
m~nistered unto. Him.
In a word, the first Adam brought in condemna-
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tion-the Last Adam, salvation. See we not, then, the glorious superiority
of the Last Adam over the first 1 That little couplet condenses the
matter, and expresses just what we know and feel" In Adam I'm undone,
Condemned, defiled, enslaved;

In Jesus, and in Him alone,
I'm justified and saved."

We have thus noted Christ's superiority in His Person. The same
with His offices. As King, - He was far superior to Melchisedec, king
of Salem, and to Joshua, ~ho conducted Israel to Canaan. As High
Priest, He was infinitely superior to Aaron, and to Moses as a Prophet,
Law-Giver, and Mediator, bringing, by His superiority, the Church into
higher privileges than ever she realized before. This precious fact we
shall trace as we proceed.
And, in order to do so, note further, the supe7'iryrity of the new covenant
over the old. If we take the covenant of works, under which Adam
was placed, and in which he completely failed, we shall see this; and
I often think it was just for this very reason that our covenant God
placed our first parents in the Garden of Eden, under a covenant of
conditions with them, just· to show once for all man's total inability
and failure to save himself.
And the superiority of the new covenant shines forth in this factthat, while the first was made between God and man, the new covenant
was made between the Persons of the eternal Godhead, therefore flaw
or failure is impossible. It secures us all the gifts of the covenant,
and an eternal inheritance for every child of God; and, being secured
by the Father's oath, and received .for them by Christ" in His Mediatorial character, shall assuredly be communicated to them by the power
of the Holy Spirit. In a .word, it is J ehovah
"Engaging all the attributes of God
In one firm compact to redeem my soul."

On this solid basis we may well take our stand, and, grasping with
the hand of faith Jehovah's covenant., rest unmoved amidst the convulsions of time and uncertainties that surround us. This of itself is
a theme we might enlarge upon with profit.
But just to turn again to the blessed Epistle we are referring to.
There is therein brought out the superiority of the new tabernacle over the
olcl-" Then, verily, the first covenant had also ordinances of divine
service, and a worldly sanctuary. For there was a tabernacle made;
the first whereiIl was the candlestick, and t.he table, and the shewbread; which is called the sanctuary. And after the second veil, the
tabernacle which is called the Holiest of all; which had the golden
censer, and the ark of the covenant overlaid round about with gold,
wherein was the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron's rod that
budded, and the tables of the covenant."
Pause with us, dear reader, and think of these three significant things
which were ordered by God to ·be put in the ark of the covenant.
" The golclen pot which 'w,cl manna " preaches to me the doctrine of
the Trinity. Where did the manna come from 1 From the God of heaven,

272

The Gospel M agazine.

the eternal Father, who kept it from decaying. What did it set forth 1
That precious, small, round, white, sweet thing set forth the Lord
.Jesus Christ, in His incarnation, Godhead, purity, and sweetness, the
Second Person in the Deity; while'the manna, falling as it did upon
the dew, shadowed forth the work and pre~ervation of the Holy Spirit.
It also preaches to me Christ as the spiritual Bread of Life to His
people, sustaining them throughout their pilgrimage 'of life in this
wilderness world. It had to be prepared to be rendered available; so
had J esus-" A body hast Thou prepared Me." Some were not satisfied with it; Jesus was rejected. "He came to His own [the Jews],
and His own received Him not." And ic was had "without money
and without price" ; so is Jesus, in the fulness of His spiritual blessings.
That "golden pot which had manna" preaches to me also the doctrine
of the jall, for they had to stoop to obtain it. So, with a sense of
what we are by nature, we have to stoop, and be brought to nothingness of spirit, ere we can pick up the certain rate of divine sustenance
day by day.
But then, significant as was this "golden pot which had manna," in
its teachings and pointings, as we have seen, where is it now 1 It
answered its purpose, and now is fulfilled in Christ, the "new and
living Way." While it has long since passed away, He remains as
the living Bread; and we repeat that he who presents to Him the
literal loaf of bread, and brings it into the sanctuary, is doing despite
to Christ. Faith has to take the place of sight; the spiritual takes the
place of the literal."h'
And this is the truth that the same Epistle referred to shows, for,
after telling us of the long list of elders who looked forward by faith,
and obtained thereby "a good report," we are told that "God hath
provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be
made perfect," which better way was, "looking unto Jesus, the Author
and Finisher of faith," and believing in and realizing Him as the" new
and living Way."
Then, in the ark of the covenant, there was "AaTOn's nxZ that lnulded."
It did bud, and there followed in succession a goodly array of priests;
but where are they 1 Long since gone to their graves. 'Where is Jesus,
our High Priest 1 He abides ever-" Who is made, not after the law
of a carnal commandment, but after the power of an endless life: for
He testifieth, Thou art a Priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec."
Thus is He made the Surety of a better testament, "wherefore He
is able to save them to the -uttermost that come unto God by Him,
seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them."
Aaron, then, and all his priestly followers, fulfilled their office for
the time being, and passed away. Our precious Jesus remains, and
we look up to the heaven of heavens, and, by faith, see Him there for
us, our abiding High Priest and Surety, who ever liveth to intercede
for us.
And then" the third thing within the ark were "the tables of the
covenant."
How significant-" the tables of the covenant" put within,
.. Reader, do mark this. As oppo~ed to the practices of the day-the ..en and
the tangible-in our poor and imperfect ministry, we are constantly insisting
upon the unseen and sUpt,·natural.-ED.
'
'

;c-
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and covered over with the golden lid and the mercy-seat! Christ the
Law-F\1lfiller for righteousness' sake!
And this, to my mind, brings out the supej'writy of the Gospel ovej'
the law-" If the ministration of condemnation be glory, much more
doth the ministration of righteousness exceed in glory." By the law
I learn that I am a guilty, depraved, undone creature, through the fall
of Adam, our federal head; but, by the Gospel, I am "justified freely
by His grace, through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus," for
Jesus wa,s "made sin for me, that I might be made the righte6usness
of God in Him."
.
Oh, this is safe and blessed teaching! I kno\'V it suits a poor needy
sinner like the writer. '''That say you, dear reader ~
" 'Tis Jesus' precious blood that drowns my guilt,
"Thich conquers every sin, removes each fear,
And seals ·my title to the joys of heaven."
See we not, then, how significant were the three things placed in the
ark of the covenant-" the golden pot which had manna, Aaron';; rod
that budded, and the tables of the law" 1 the teachings of which.
hring us to another fact set forth in our hallowed Epistle, namely,
the superiorit!/ of the new S(~cTijice over the old. The law, having It shadow
of good things to come, and not the very image of the things, Cl1n
never, with these sacrifices which they offered year by year continually,
make the comers thereunto perfect; and it is not possible that the
blood of bulls and goats should take away sins. But, when the "Lo,
I come" came, and by the sacrifice of Himself did away with all
preyious sacrifices, then He taketh away the first that He may establish
the second. To Him, then, do I look with holy joy and satisfaction,
"for by one offering He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified." Oh, this is Gospel and glorious teaching!
The whole of the foregoing may be summed up in the three memorable words our dear Redeemer uttered from the cross-CO It is finished! "
" "Tis finished!' Oh, transporting
word!
,And can the news be true 1
'Yes,' says my Saviour, 'by 1\'[y
blood
I've finished all for you.'

" , Finished!' My heart leaps at the
sound,
And on the truth relies;
The theme shall reach creation's
bound,
And pierce the vaulted skies.

".All law demands and justice
claims
He answered with this word;
And on His heart He bears the
names
Of all the sons of God.

" , Finished!' Then I have nought
to do
But to believe and love;
This word the tempter's throne
o'erthrew,
And tunes the harps above."

Thus far we have been dealing with this all-important subject
doctrinally, pointing to the superiprity of Christ to everything that
has gone before-tracing the superiority of the Last Adam over the
first-shining forth especial! y in His triumph at the time of temptation.
'Ve have seen, too, holY His work also brings out the superiurity of
the new covenant over the old'-of Gospel over law-of the IIew taberT
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nacle over the old-and of the new Sacrifice over the old, which could
never take away sin. But it behoves us now to think of this
momentous matter closer home.
"vVhat is the 'new and living way'
to me in heart-experience 7 What do I know about the new covenant 7
Have I drank into the preciousness of the Gospel 7 Am I a living
and lively stone in the new Temple 7 Have 1 experienced the efficacy
of Christ's sacrifice of Himself for my sins 7 Can I say, 'He loved me,
and gave Himself for me' 7" And verily, the question may be
anxiously and properly asked, "How do I know that I have experienced this 'new and living way' into the heart 7" vVe reply, in our
Lord's words, "Ye mtbst be born again." "But am not I to do anything 7 " We reply, " , Ye must be born again.' If you can give
yourself this life, and can arrogate to yourself the work of the Creator,
do it. But, while you are nothing but a creature, if done at all, it
must be the Creator who alone can effect it, and new create in Christ
.Jesus."
But it may be said, "Are you not taking high ground, and ground
likely to discomfort many 7" We are taking Christ's ground, and
standing, as it were, side by side with Him; and, if this be high
ground, it is safe ground, and the only safe ground for a poor, helpless,
undone sinner.
Let us examine this point. It is of momentoua import, and so far
from discomforting to the true believer, it is calculated ·to give him
great comfort and assurance.
To whom did He say
Our Lord said, "Ye must be born again."
so 7 To a man hedged up in natural religion. Nicodemus was no
common or ordinary man. He was a man of note, eminence, and
dignity-not, it is true, of civil authority, but a ruler of the Jews
connected with the Sanhedrim. He was, too, of the sect of the
Pharisees, who were the strictest religious sect, and implacable enemies
to Christ. It is singular such a man should seek converse with Jesus.
It may be he had heard of this "new and tiring way" and wanted
to draw from Christ Himself what it all meant. It was too bold a
venture to seek Jesus in open day. This would ha,e brough him at
once into violent persecution, so he came by night.
Atidresaing our
Lord as "Rabbi," a title recognized among Jewish doctora, he acknowledged from the miracles Christ had done that He must be "a
Teacher come from God."
Now, our blessed Lord never minced matters. It would be well
Compromise, compromiae,
if His professed followers did the same.
seems the order of the day. It was not so with the Master. He
was the Good Physician, who never plaistered .over a wound, but who
IJrobed it to the very core before He poured in the wine and the oil.
So here to Nicodemus. With no prelude or preface, He goes right to
the root of the matter-" Ye must be born again." At once Nicodemus
shows himself to be but a natural man still, for, upon the ground of
n~ture, he argues the impossibility of such a thing.
All his previous
teaching had been in the way of looking for the Messiah to come, to
set up a temporal kingdom, in t.he which he thought all such men as
himself would have a share. Our blessed Lord knew this, and, therefore, shatterecl to atoms at once his preconceived notions of an earthly
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kingdom-" Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of
water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God."
"My kingdom is a spiritual kingdom. To enter it, you must be a
spiritual man. . To be a spiritual man, you 'must be born again.'
By nature you are a vile and polluted creature. Grace must work a
change, which is nothing short of a new creation-a spiritual resurrection-a being born over again."
Dear reader, it must be so! Christ says so Himself. Do you still
say it is high ground to take ~ Not so; it is blessed ground-safe
ground-salvation ground.
Let us show this. You may be sighing, "Ah! but I, cannot tell
when I was born again."
Our Lord tells you this would often be ,the
case. "The wind bloweth where it listeth [or whither it willeth], ancl
thou canst not tell," &c.
"Thou canst not tell." Mark that, beloved.
You cannot tell of the ~lct itself possibly, or explain the "whither it
willeth," but, like the blind man who ,received his sight, who said
concerning Jesus, "Whether He be a sinner or no I know not. One
thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see"; so that, to
know experimentally, we must go to the experimental results, and they
will tell us unmistakably the true tale.
What, then, does the Word of God tell us concerning the man that
is born of God-born of grace-born over again 7 Such evidence this
mighty change by their hatrul to sin and their acknowledgment of
their sinnership-" We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth
not; but he that is begotten of God keepeth himself, and that wicked
one toucheth him not." The spiritual nature cannot sin; the old
nature will and does; hence the warfare.
Can anything be clearer than those
Again, by their fa'ith in Christ.
words-" 'Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God " ~
Faith springs from the new life-" He that believeth hath everlasting
life "-and that faith which is of a saving character will be fixed and
fastened upon the Saviour.
And then the new-born will be known by their earnest desire to
~mlk worthy' of their" high calling of Goel in Christ Jesns "-" Everyone
that doeth righteousness is born of God"; and the man that is born
of God will desire most earnestly to honour Him in lip, life, and conversation. I am persuaded of this.
And then the Spirit-born will be known by their love to the Lord'"
people, {Ll~d their longing for the compnnionship of the godly-" By this we
know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love tht>
brethren."
"Everyone that loveth is born of God."
Beloved, do you hate sin ~ Do you feel and know what a sinner
you are, and acknowledge it with penitence of heart before God ~ Are
you looking to Christ, putting your entire faith and trust in J ems ~
Are you earnestly desiring to walk worthy of His dear name 7 And
is your longing for the companionship of the Master chiefest of all,
n,~d then of the spiritual members of His body 7 The'Word of God,
not my words, tells you that, if so, you are born of the Spirit, for
these, are spiritual things; and "that which is born of the flesh is
flesh, but that which is born of the Spirit is Spirit." "If any manbe
in, Christ, he is a new creature."
'
"
T 2
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But how is this mighty change wrought 1 Just a brief examination of this point will tend to comfort and strengthen those we arereferring to.
It is effected by the Wm'd of God-" Of Ris own will begat He us
by the Word of truth." What is the Word (or words) of truth that
have been sealed home upon your heart, beloved, by the Holy Spirit '!'
Can you not recount them with joy and satisfaction of soul ~
It is also effected by the rninist1·y of the Gospel, hence the value of the
faithful preaching of the Gospel. It is God's ordained means of bringing His elect into "the new and living way."
The Word tells us,
"Ye are begotten thmugh the Gospel." Have you felt the quickening
power of the Holy Ghost bringing home that Gospel, so that tears
have trickled down your cheeks, and perhaps, under the melting of the
Gospel, "whether in the body or out of the body you could not tell " ~
Oh, what a blessed proof then of spiritual life!
One thought more upon the means employed to effect this new life.
namely, the Tesu'I''I'ection of Christ. Note the words of the once poor,_
failing Peter, but now enriched with spiritnal grace and gifts-" Blessed
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to·
His abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away," &c.
Well, now, dear reader, is it too high ground to take-" Ye must
be born again "-when the fruits and effects are so plain, so evident,.
and, if realized, so comforting 1 Oh, no! It shows your religion tobe the religion of the heart, and your salvation to be of God j and
what God begins, God will complete. I call this safe teaching, and
fraught with consolation and comfort. It is the Master's teaching, for
it was He who said, "Ye must be born again" j and" by their fruits"
in Christ "ye shall know them," who they are.
Finally, this "new and living way" is the only 1m?J to hcwcen. There
is no other. It is common enough to hear men say they expect to·
go to heaven when they die. Well," there is no other name given
under heaven whereby we can be saved but the name of Jesus." All
the pointings of the Bible are to Him as the only "Way, the Truth,
and the Life." The everlasting gates haye been lifted np for our
Forerunner to enter within the veil j and His own will and work has.
been, that His blood-bought people shall follow Rim there, and dwell
with Him for ever, "in whose pi'esence is flllness of joy, and at whose
right hand are pleasures for evermore."
And now, beloved, the last _sheet of our manuscript shall be occupied'
in pointing yeu to what the Apostle Paul closes his Epistle to the
H'3brews with, namely, to the covencmt of grace. Some people despise
the idea of a covenant religion. Not so this Spirit-taught preacher
and teacher. In sublime language he sums up thus, and so would
we-" Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead
our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood
of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work
to do His will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in His.
sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever..
Amen."
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Beloved, if we have done nothing more at this time than draw your
:attention to the sublime teaching of St. Paul's Epistle to the Hebrews,
we shall be cheered. Let it be your life's study. Read it again and
.again, and ask the Holy Spirit to seal home its pointings; and, if He
does so in mercy and goodness, I am quite sure that you will come
to the conclusion that the truths which we and kindred spirits hold
-dear, and are constantly advancing, are the truths of the Word of God;
and may you, with ourselves, desire increasingly to make Christ "All
£tnd in all."
Burton-on-Trent.
G. C.
[We would beg our readers, especially the doubting and fearing
among them, to examine the marks and evidences of new creatureship,
or proofs of adoption as the sons and daughters of the Lord God
Almighty, as given at page 275. They are precious tokens for
.good.-En.]
LINES TO DR. DOUDNEY,
ON PASSING HIS SEVENTY-FOURTH MILESTONE.

" A TENANT at will,"
But. through mercy, spared still
To tell of the message of love;
In that loved employ
You are filled with joy,
'\Vhen your Master your vessel doth
fill,

.A. year's march nearer home;
Another milestone
You have passed once more on the
road;
And once mO?'e you raise
A tribute of pra.ise
To your faithful, unchangeable God.

Though foes have assailed,
They have not prevailed:
His g?'ace " all-sufficient" hath been;
Notwithstanding your fears,
Your sorrows and tears,
His delivering hand you have seen.

Seventy.four years
In this valley of tears
Thy God hath supplied thy need;
And still He gives grace
To meet every case'Tis grace that is matchless indeed!

In reviewing the past,
You often are lost
'In amazement at what He hath' done;
A Saviour and Friend
He will be to the end,
':The faithful, omnipotent One.

If His sovereign will,
:!'liay the Lord spare you still,
And help you, by voice and by pen,
His truth to proclaim,
To dwell on the name
Of Jesus, e'en down to the end.

"Even down to hoar hairs,"
As the Scripture declares,
ilie hath safely brought you along;
And all you can trace
To His sovereign grace,
:While mercy and grace is your song.

While here, may He give
You grace for to live,
And grace when passing away;
That thine eyes may behold
That beauty untold
In that land that is so far away.

2:'dte?'down.

Having glory for grace,
To gaze on His face,
To cast your crown at His feet ;,
To praise and adore
His name evermore,
.<\nd in Him be ever complete.

J. B.
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DEW-DROPS.
"And he arose, and came to his father. But when he 1GaS yet a great
11Xty off, his fathm' saw him, and had compassion, and ml1, and fell on his:
neck, and kissed him."-LuKE xv. 20.

How often does the child of God, the forgiven and adopted son of
his Father, delight to read this parable, as set forth in the words of
Christ Himself; and, classing himself with "publicans and sinners,
draw near for to hear Him!" He sees his own character therein
portrayed, and he sees his Father's wondrous condescension and love,
and can sing, "While' I once was a stranger to grace and to God,'
yet now am I found, received, pardoned, and loved with an everlasting love."
Discontented with his present position, and forgetful that
"What God bath once appointed
Is better tban our best,"

this younger son requests for his portion, and leaves his home, perhaps with the vain boast of managing much better in all ways without
his father. But not so. In" a far country" (and sin takes us very far
from home ofttimes) he "wastes his substance in riotous living," and
he comes to need and lack of even bread. He is now commencing his
hard lesson, that his father knew he must learn when he granted him
his wish. He is beginning to find how sin "ill strip of all, and that
"the wages of sin is death."
He next joins himself to a citizen of that country, who sends him
into his fields to feed the swine. "Is this thy kindness to thy
friend 1" So much for a worldly friendship! It may seem to smile
on you as long as all things go along smoothly and prosperously;. but
come to affliction, want, sorrow, and adversity, and where are your
w.orldly friends 1 Gone, for they cannot sympathize, and to be with
" those who weep" would be too sad a thing for them.
But this lesson is to bring its blessed results to the poor prodiga.l.
"He came to himself."
Oh, I like that expression, for love is beginning to take ,him in hand and work for him! He is being brought
to his senses, though it may be by hard teaching. He is considering
that, 'in his father's house, even the hired servants have" bread enough
and to spare," while he is perishing with hunger.. Poor, foolish fellow!
He seems to forget he was discontented when he was thus housed,
~ared for, and fed, and never rested until he got away from it all.
This brings him to the right conclusion, a.nd to an end of his folly" I will arise, and go to my father, and will say unto him, Fllither, I
have sinned against heaven, and before thee, and am no more worthy
to .be called thy son; make me as one of thy hired servants." Such
a confession is God-wrought, and such true repentance brings. with it
the happy results of a father's forgiveness; whilst the humility of "no>
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more worthy tu be called thy son; make me as Olle of thy hired
servants," is God's opportunity to exalt.
'I And he arose, and came to his father.
But when hp. was yet a
great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and
fell on his neck, and kissed him," whilst the son poured forth his
confession in his father's ear. But he is welcomed and pardoned-a
son's place granted him, a son's share given him. His sins were
blotted out of his father's remembrance, his folly remembered no more,
whilst the best fare is provided-yea, as the new wine of the kingdom
is prepared for the chief of sinners. As his child, he was welcomed
to his father's home, and all his failings forgotten in that long
embrace. There was contrition, with confession, on the son's part,
and there was the ready ear and the willingness to forgive on the
father's.
And so with my God, my heavenly Father, to whom this parable is
pointing, and to Jesus as the Advocate with the Father. His plan of
discipline is various, and reproofs diversified in their operation. In the
case before us, the prodigal is left to himself for a while, apparently,
although there is still the never-failing Providence watching over and
ordering all his steps. And in the coming to the father, with the
full confession, in the appointed time, where is the reproof ~ All gone,
all forgotten, and his sins all forgiven. His father's eye had been over
all his wanderings, and a father's compassion went out after him, and
brought him back to his father's home, with the kiss of reconciliation. "Mercy and truth have met together; righteousness and peace
have kissed each other." Pardon, mercy, and peace is proclaimed, and
the kiss of love seals him evermore a son. Be the reproof silent, as it
was to Peter, it is as great, when, as the cock crowed, without a word,
"the Lord turned and looked upon Peter." Oh, that look! Oh,
that silent rebuke ! Well might it dart t() the heart of poor, impulsive
Peter, causing him to go out and weep bitterly!
And, in the case of the poor woman brought to the Lord by the
ever-ready fault-finders, the scribes and Pharisees, how does He deal
with the accusation ~ ,Vhy, He goes straight to the consciences of
the accusers, and says, "He that is without sin among you, let him
first cast a stone at her." And what is the result ~ "They went out
one by one, beginning at the eldest, even unto the last "-self-condemned from the Master's one remark.
And do we not ofttimes get a like rebuke, beloved ~ Does not the
cry still come over the waters-" Oh,' thou of little faith, wherefore
didst thou doubt ~ " vVould that our hearts could trust Him more,
and believe in His infinite love and wisdom! "Oh. thou that art
named the house of Jacob, is the Spirit of the Lord straitened ~ Are
thflse His doings ~ Do not My w0rds •do good to him that walketll
uprightly ~ " Well for the child of His Father who can answer in
response, "Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth."
And, in conclusion, just see how this prodigal son was treated. He
is welcomed home to a father's embrace, to receive pardon, love, and
access. He is promoted to honour, and privileged :l,S a son in his
father's home. He is received a sinner and accepted a son, and the
word of comfort and consolation whispered to him, ",Vilt thou not
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from this time cry unto Me, My Father 7"
can sing-

Happy he who, in response,

"Yes, Thou art mine, my blessed Lord!
Oh, my Beloved, Thou art mine!
And, purchased with Thy precious blood,
My Lord, my Saviour, I am Thine!
" My Christ! my own! for ever mine,
By gift, by promises, by blood,
By oath; by covenant divine,
By the unchanging will of God!"

R.
REDEMPTION-ITS NATURE AND

EXTE~T.

A PAPER READ AT A CLERICAL lIIEETING.

REDEJ\IPTION "is the grand central figure in the covenant of grace.
Before the foundation of the earth was laid, God had pm'posed, in
divine council, to choose out of the mass of mankind a people for His
glory. This people was given to the Son as a portion, and the Son
guaranteed to purchase or redeem this people from the Adamic death
which should befall them.
The Spirit of God witnessed the solemn
compact, the grand fulfilment of which was enacted amid terrible scenes
on the cross of Calvary.
The nature and extent of redemption ovel'lap each other in nearly
every particular. Being a matter of such importance, a correct knowledge of redemption work is most essential, and especially is this true
of those who stand up as teachers of the people. The Spirit of God
can alone lead the soul into a true and experimental knowledge of the
efficacy and value of the Saviour's death. May He open and unfold
the Word of life, so that some glimpses of redeeming love may be
manifest.
The nature and extent of redemption may be gathered from1. The institution of sacrifices. 2. The deliverance of Xoah an:! his
family from the flood. 3. The redemption of the Israelites from
Egypt. 4. The day of atonement. 5. The special fea ure of the
sacrifices. 6. The names of the tribes of Israel on the breastplate of
judgment, and on the shoulders of the ephod worn by the High Priest.
7. The blood-sprinkling of the vessels of the sandnary. 8. The right
of a kinsman to redeem. 9. The character of he Redeemer. 10.
The condition of the redeemed. 11. The virtue of the ransom or the
equivalent paid.
12. The numberless testimonies clearly statecl in
the Word.
1. Man was created in a state of complete innocence and. perfection,
but, being left to his own natural keeping power, he fell into the meshes
of the devil, and forfeited every vestige of his rectitude. He was
created pure. He fell entirely from virtue, and death was in his soul.
The Lord then stepped into the breach, and, in the interview with
Adam and Eve and the devil, He gave the first intimation of the
power of redemption. The sacrifices which were now instituted showed
that the work would be undertaken by blood-shedding. This idea has
lived in the Church of God to the present moment, and it will live in
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·the souls of the glorified (Rev. v. 9). ,The blood:shedding represented
-the remission of guilt; and, no doubt, this was revealed to Adam and
Eve. The Jewish nation looked upon the blood shedding in the same
light, for, in Hebrews ix. 7, we read that" the blood was offered for the
.high priest and for the errors of the people"; and, in verse 22, the
Apostle, by the Holy Ghost, writes, "Without shedding of blood is no
:remission " ; and, in 1 J aIm i. 7, we read, "The blood of Jesus Christ
His Son cleanseth us from all sin." So redemption must not only
remit sin, but it must cleanse it, purge it, 'wash it. " Unto Him that
"loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood" (Rev. i. 5).
," For if the blood of bulls, and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer,
:sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh; how
much more shall the blood of Christ, who, through the eternal Spirit,
·offered Himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead
·works to serve the living God ~" (Heb. ix. 13, 14.) Mark, there is
nothing said in these inspired quotations about a conditional remission,
washing, purging, or cleansing.
2. Redemption was wonderfully typified by the deliverance of Noah
and his family from the flood, for here we come on to firmer ground,
'namely, the ground of exclusive relationship. God had determined
1'to destroy the world by a flood.
'Wickedness was almost univers:1l.
.Man had become desperate in sin. N oah was separated from this
wicked confederation by the sovereign grace of God, and a remarkable
rredemption was revealed to him. It was a redemption for himself
,and his immediate family, and for none others. The ark was con'structed specially for those eight souls, and for a specific number of
· animals. There was no provision made for any excess of human beings
who might havp. repented when they saw that matters were becoming
serious. The formation of the ark was not left to human ingenuity.
It was planned by the Great Architect, and the design was faithfully
· carried out. Before the "fountains of the great deep " were broken
up, N oah and his family were safely shut in the ark by God Himself,
,and they were effectually preserved from the destruction which overtook mankind. In N oah's history there is seen redemption decreed,
!Tedemption designed, redemption restricted, redemption completed. All
rthe circumstances were of God, and. not of man. Human wisdom
·neither decreed, nor designed, nor restricted, nor completed. The
redemption was particular with regard to individuals, and perfectly
,efficacious for their preservation.
3. The redemption of the Israelites from Egypt is another lively picture of the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. By God's unerring
·chain of providences, the <T ewish nation were located in a land of
bondage.
The country which fed the patriarchs, enslaved their
,descendants with such rigour that the cry of the oppressed reached
.the ears of Jehovah. The Israelites were God's favoured nation.
'They were chosen, not because of any righteousness which they
"possessed. fo~' they were rebellious, dissatisfied, stiff-necked, and idolatrous. But God had a purpose in choosing the children of Abraham,
·and He had a purpose in their Egyptian slavery, and a purpose in
their oppressor, Pharaoh (see Exodus iii. 7-9). There is God's
·determination to deliver the Israelites from the land of bondage.
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There is the man who was chosen leader, recelvlllg full instructions.
concerning the deliverance. There' is the nation to be delivered"My people." Some heavy plagues were put upon the Egyptians,.
but the oppressors were relentless. Howe,:er, the time of liberty
drew near; the vengeance of God was exhibited. The people were
released from their task-masters, and eventually they were encamped
on the other side of the Red Sea, not a hoof being left behind.
Then arose a glorious anthem of praise and gratitude from the·
assembled and delivered Israelites. In the song there are momentous
words.
In Exodus xv. 13, we read, "Thou, in Thy mercy, hast led
forth the people which Thou hast redeemed." How was it, there was·
no redemption for Pharaoh and his host 1 Why did the Lord exclaim,
"I will put a division"-or, as the margin reads, "a redemption ,,_.
"between My people and thy people" 1 The language points closely to·
relationship, and to a redemption of particular persons. The deliverance was most complet,e, and all arranged according to the plan of
Jehovah.
4. Another wonderful type of the virt.ue and extent of redemption is
seen in the history of the high priest; and especially is t4is the·
case in the circumstanr.es connected with the day of atonement.
Aaron, clothed with the holy garments, signifies the Lord Jesus Christ,
the great High Priest of our profession, appearing before God in His.
own spotless righteousness, which He had by virt,ue of His Godhead.
and by virtue of the sinless obedience wrought out in His manhood.
Aaron offering the bullock for a sin-offering represents the Self-offer-·
ing of the spotless Lamb of God, taking away the sin of the reconciled,.
redeemed, and elect world of the people of God in all ages and in all
nations. Aaron offering for himself and his house, clearly set,s fort,h
the special work of Jesus offering Himself for the one fold, mentioned
in John x. 16; for the Church, mentioned in Acts xx. 28; for the
children, or the brethren, spoken of in HebrelYs ii. 10-14. The
offering of Aaron once a year, testified of the one final and complete
offering of the Saviour. In Hebrews x., there is an allusion to the yearly
offering, and to its character; but" ill the tenth ...-erse, the Holy Ghost
has left on record a memento to the satisfaction rendered on the one·
great" day of actual atonement-CC By the which will we are sanctified
through the offering of the body' of Jesus Christ once."
Another very forcible circumstance in the arrangement of the pro·
ceedings of the day of atonement is mentioned in Leyiticus xvi. 17.
No man was to be present when Aaron was making an atonement;
so, in the great matter of redemption, the Great High Priest was completely alone. No man helped in the great redeeming work: and no·
man, whatever his proud pretensions may be, can add one atom to the
complete efficacy of atoning blood, neither can he detract, from full,
exact, and determined satisfaction.
The question may be asked, "",Vhy did not Aaron, on the day of
atonement" make an offering for the whole world 1 " This quest,ion
impinges on the sovereign command of God, for everything again was·
in entire agreement with the strict regulations which God had
instituted. When the true character of the redemption of Christ
Jesus is now proclaimed, men are heard to cavil and object" saying,.
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"Why should the Lord make an atonement for. some and not forothers ~ " This is calling the Almighty in question (Rom. ix. 19, 20),.
and is rebellion against the sovereign operations of the Spirit of God.
Redemption is re'ltricted to the household of God, to the holy brethren,
to the partakers of the heavenly calling, to the household of faith.
(To be continued.)

EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS WRITTEN IN ST. THOMAS'S
HOSPITAL, LONDON.
[The friend who forwards the extracts says, the wriLer "was only
nineteen when she died, and to me (she adds, and well she may) the
language is that of an old saint. What a blessing bestowed on the poor
mother, who feels the loss deeply, but can say, 'Bless the Lord!' in
her trial."]
},{ay 13th, 1884. -Mother darling, the" everlasting arms" are underneath me; but I had some naughty thoughts I must talk to you about.
I do pray to Jesus.
},{(ty 15th.-I read the nice texts over again that you showed me,.
and I found that one, "As one whom his mother comforteth, so will
I comfort you."
And Jesus does comfort me. His arms are tight
round me, and I rest in them so comfortably. It is such a sweet,
helpful thought to me, that the little pains and discomforts I feel,
Jesus ordered it all, and, therefore, it must' be right. It is very, very
kind and good of Jesus, for He might have given me bad pain to bear..
Oh, darling mother and auntie, how thankful I am that Jesus is
with me! What should I do without Him'~ I have a5ked Him to
take away my fear of the doctors' visit to-morrow; anrl I know that,
if they do hurt me, He will help me to bear it.
iWay 17th.-I have been reading Psalm xci. It 1'S a nice Psalm, and.
it is so good to think that all the precious promises contained in it
belong now to me! After you were gone last night, the thought came
to me, "My darling mother and auntie are in the same Arms that I
am; and, though I cannot see or hear them, they are close to me."
Mr. TIDDY did not take that text in vain. I tlilink Jesus must have
given it to him especially for dear grandma and I.
},{ay 19th.-To-morrow is -Mr. SYDNEY JONES' day. I am sure you
will both pray especially for me then, that, if it is God's will, I may
not be hurt; but, if it seems right to Him that I should be, that He
will hold me very tightly in His arms, and give me strength and
patience to bear the pain.
May 22nd.-I must pray to Jesus to give me patience, for I am,
sure I cannot be patient and wait without His help; but I know that,
if I ask for it, He will give it me. A lady has just come in with
flowers and texts. Mine is, "God so loved the world that He gave
His only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not
perish, but have everlasting life." She said, "Have you everlasting,
life ~., and oh, dear mother and auntie, it was such joy to be able·
to say " Yes! "
Ma?/ 24th.-I am very happy and comfortable.
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May 27th.-Oh, it is such a comfort to think that Jesus knows all
-about it-that it is He who is causing theRe things to be clone-for
then we know that it must be right, and for my good! But I must
pray for patience; and I know you both will pray for me, that He
will give me patience to lie here, quiet and contented, knowing that
I am in His hands, to do for me what He will. And I must pray
that He will keep His arms very tightly round me. That is a nice
text for me-" The Lord is my Helper: I will not fear what man shall
-do unto me";' and I know that, through the doctors, it is Jesus doing
it all.
[Speaking of another patient, •who was very ill, she said] I wonder if
.she has the "everlasting arms" under her 7 Oh, what should I do
without them 7 I could not lie here as quietly as I do. I should not
have that feeling of safety. I should not be able to claim the precious
promises of the Bible as mine. Oh, it would be miserable! To-morrow
is Mr. SYDNEY J ONES' day. I know that both my darlings will pray·
the Good Shepherd to hold His little lamb tightly.
May 29th.-I hope Jesus will give me patience to lie here quietly.
You will both pray for me, I know, and I will pray for myself. I am
'!lot fretting. Jesus is with me.
May 31st.-How much better the Lord is to us than our fears! I
am afraid I am very slow in learning to leave it all to Jesus, and
not to worry myself, trying to arrange what I cannot.
J~me 31'cl.-I read the sixth of Matthew. There are some nice verses
in it, where it says, "Take no thought for the morrow"; and then,
-again, "Take no thought what yp. shall eat or drink." It seems-doesn't
it 7-as if Jesus were saying to me, " Just lie still, and do not trouble
about anything, for I will arrange it all. Just do what you are told,
-and take what is given you, for I send it all."~' I must pray to Jesus
for faith to cast all my care upon Him, for I know He careth for me.
Dh, what a blessing it is to know that, to all three of us! I shall
not feel shut out from my dear mother and auntie any longer. ilIy
temperature is high again. N ever mind; Jesus knows. .ill He does is
right.
June lOth.-I read the last chapter of the Hebrews and part of the
twelfth. I seem to like that better than the Psalms now. That is so
nice, "'Whom the Lord Zaveth He chasteneth."
I am not fretting; I
am happy and comfortable, for Jesus is with me.
J~tne 12th.-That te:A't you told me of in Peter, "Kept by the power
of God," has been so good to me. I found and read it, and I shall
nnd more nice ones as I go on. I do hope there is a little love to
. Jesus in my heart, for I would not give Him up for anything. Ob,
-it would be wretched not to feel that I have a Father and Friend in
Him-not to have Him to pray to for the patience I so much need,
and which He so kindly gives!

* Ah! how true! "Would Goel that we could do so-just to be still, anelleave
tit all with Jesus!
" Vents in His bosom all her woes,
And, leaning, moves along."
Nothing can be so effectual; nothing so satisfactory; nothing so God-glorifying;
.nothing S0 Christ-endearing; nothing so Spirit-exalting,-ED.
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June 17th.-I am "kept by the power cf God."
Jtme 19th. (To auntie.)-No doubt dear mother told you the beautifuL
text Jesns gave me yesterday when I asked Him-" The Lord knoweth
them that are His." It seemed as though it was the first time Hehad really owned me distinctly as His. I knew and felt that I wasHis, but it was so very, very kind of Jesus to tell me like that. He
knows me, and that is not all, for He loves and cares for me, gives.
me patience, and gives me all I need. Oh, it is a blessing indeed to·
have Jesus for my Friend, that I can go to at any time, and whonever grows weary of listening to me!
(To nwthel·.)-I do hope that you and darling auntie will not
trouble about me too much to-morrow. vVe all know-and oh, what
a comfort it is to know!-in whose hands I am. I am even closer to·
Jesus than that. I am nestling in His bosom, and I believe that He
will bring me quite through in safety. Most likely I shall have ether,
and you will be glad to think I am not suffering pain; but, if I
should not have it, then Jesus, my Jesus, will help me to bear the·
pain, and He will not give me more pain than He gives me strength
to bear it with.
,Vhen mother is here, dear auntie, we talk about the "many
mansions "-that beautiful heaven where we shall all meet, and there.
will be no more parting. Won't that be a happy, happy time ~
I am not writing this, dear mother, because I think I am going to
that beautiful home to-morrow, for I do not. I believe that, when you
come in the evening, you will find your little daughter still an occupant
of No. 2 bed.
July 19th.-Jesus is very good to me, in not letting my back hurt.
me much, and I must ask Him for patience and strength to bear the
pain when it does hurt me.
J"'uly 24th.-I have been low-spirited, but I ought not to have been
so, when we were talking about the beautiful home to which we are
all going. It is so blessed to know that I am going too. We do not.
know who may go first. .Jesus knows, and we must leave it to Him.
But I have been asking Him to give us all three grace, and teach us
to say, "Thy will be done," whatever that will may be.
June 1Oth. (Tu her pastor.)- Your last text has indeed been, and
still is, very precious to me. It is so sweet to feel that the "everlasting
arms ,> are underneath me, and will never be taken away! And, wheIl
I read the Bible, it is so good to know that the precious promises are
mine, and that Jesus is preparing one of the "many mansions" for'
me!
Mother has pointed out to me many nice texts, and, as I read, I
come upon others. I like to read the twelfth chapter of Hebrews,..
where it sa}"3. ""Vhom the Lord lo'Veth He chasteneth." It is so goOd
to feel that the Lord does not afflict in anger, but in love.
This has indeed been a blessed affliction to me. It seems as though
Jesus had removed. me from the care of my mother and friends, to
show what good care He could take of me, and teach me to·
trust in Him. I pray that I may be able to trust Him more fully,
and to cast all my care upon Him, for I know He loves and cares
for me.

- - - - - - - - - - ----- ~---
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PROTESTANT ORGANIZATION.
[The annexed document, bearing as it does upon the momentous times
·in which we live, is of such vast importance, that we feel it incumbent upon
us to publish it in its entirety. 'Ve trust it may have its due weight upon
-our readers.-ED.]
AT a meeting, held at the National Club, on the 23rd day of June, 1884, the
following resolutions were adopted:1. That whereas the alarming development of sacerdotal pretensions within
-the Church of England, and the favour with which Romish teaching is
regarded by many of our civil and ecclesiastical rulers, tend necessarily to
encourage the encroachments of the Papacy, and thereby endanger the
stability of the Protestant Constitution of this realm, it has now become the
bounden duty of all faithful Protestants in the United Kingdom to promote
national union for the maintenance of the Protestant Constitutional principles
of the Reformation as by law established.
2.. That, deeply impressed by the momentous character of the present crisis,
all Protestants be invited, in their respective localities, to join, on the 16th
.,(lay of July, in prayer for the guidance and blessing of Almighty God upon
their efforts in furtherance of this object.
3. That the following address be issued :ADDRESS TO

PROTEST..ll~T

ELECTORS.

As the constituencies of the United KIngdom may at any moment be
,summoned to choose their representatives in Parliament, it is incumbent on
all Protestant electors to take at once into their serious consideration the
means whereby they may best maintain the Protestant principles of the
.constitution, and most effectually counteract the disturbing influences of
Papal intrigue, which were never more rife than at the present time. It is
well that Englishmen should be reminded that, in the assertion and enforcement of the dogmas of "infallibility" and "obedience," the Romish Church
·claims to exercise a supreme control over the Roman Catholic subjects of
the British crown, while the civil rights of Protestants are seriously
imperilled .by her constant interference with the affairs of State. In the
Roman Canon Law, in the Encyclical and Syllabus of Pius IX.,' Rome
asserts a divine right to enforce her decrees upon the consciences of mankind, and to dictate the laws of States. 2 It is her avowed purpose to over-throw every form of Protestantism, and to suppress the freedom and liberties
which Englishmen hold dear. In defiance of English law, a Romish, hierarchy
has been set up in this country, to certain members of which, in accordance
with the titles of dignity conferred by the Papacy, a precedency over the
1 Full extracts from the Encyclical and Syllabus of Pius IX. will be found in
"Vatican Decrees," by the Right Honourable W. E. GLADSTONE, i\LP., 1874,
pp. 16, 17.
2 For fuller treatment of this subject, in matters of marriage, burial, prison
discipline, poor relief, mortmain, immmuty of clergy, denial of the authority of
the State to define the civil rights of the Church, education, denial of the
liberty of the press, of liberty of conscience, and of worship, and of liberty
of speech, see "Vatican Decrees" and "Vaticanism," by the Right Honourable
W. E. GLADSTONE, M.P. (}lunay, London.) Also, "Civilization and the See of
Rome," by Lord ROllERT MONTAGUE (Dublin, 1874). And for the fullest assertion
·of the claim of the spiritual power to absolute supremacy, and of its right to
·define the limits of the civil power and of "all other jurisdiction~," see
." Cresarism and Ultramontanism," by Cardinal ~hXXIXG, 18/±, pp. 3.'), 36.
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nobility of the realm has been obsequiously granted.! Moreover, by political
,action, Romanists are gradually obtaining a national establishment for their
Church. They have already secured the endowment of Maynooth out of the
national funds, and obtained the appointment of Romish chaplains in gaols,
as well as in the army and navy. Large grants of public money are
,annually given for the support of Romish schools and reformatories under
the management of monks and nuns; while in the colonies, the Church of
Rome has been fully recognized and largely endow€d. 2
The Roman Catholic Relief Act was granted upon the express assurance
that Ireland would be therewith content, and that henceforth loyalty, peace,
and concord should everywhere prevaiL" The Irish Roman Catholic Bishops
solemnly declared (1) that the laws and canons of the Church of Rome,
which conflict with the authority of the State, "were not in force in thei,'
country, nor binding upon themselves, and never would be re,ceived by
them" ; 4 (2) that they approved of the principle of mixed education as then
established in Ireland; (3) that they solemnly abjured all intention to subvert
the Protestant Church; and (4) that they would not exercise any privilege
to disturb and weaken the Protestant religion and Protestant government
in Ireland. 5 The history of the last fifty years will show how all these
pledges have been falsified, even whcn ratified by the solemn oaths of
Romish priests and bishops; yet, strange to say, the assurances offered by
Romish ecclesiastics still obtain a ready credence. Concession after concession has been yielded by the State, only to be followed by increased
demands; and succeeding years furnish a melancholy record of the ceaseless
progress made by Rome in her attempt to "subjugate and subdue an
imperial race." 6
In the present Parliament, the attitude of the Romish members has
become increasingly hostile, and their demands for further concession are
urged with expressions of disloyalty and menace-expressions that find
their echo in murders and dynamite outrages.. The measures now put
! See precedency accorded to Cardinal 1\hXXIXG in his appointment on " The
Royal Commission for the Housing of the Poor."-London Gazette, March 4th,
1884.
2 See "Endowment and Support of Romanism," Tractate.
May be had at
the Protestant Alliance, 9, Strand, London.
,3 See evidence given by the Roman Catholic Bishops, CURTIS, DOYLE, KELLY,
1\1URltAY, and 1\1AGAURA...'l, by the Revs. J. KIELY and VV. O'BRIEx, and by
:JHessrs. D. O'CONXELL and J. H. RUlRY-" Reports of Select Committees 011
State of Ireland," 1825 (Commons), vol. viii.• pp. 127, 215, 216, 223, ?45, 292,
593; and (Lords), vo!. ix., pp. 235, 248.268, 322, and 518; subsequently confirmed
in "Pastoral Address," issued by the Irish Roman Catholic Bishops in 1830.
4 See evidence of the Roman Catholic Bishop Dr. DOYLE, examined before
the Committee of the House of Lords, April 21st, 1825. Also, evidence of the
Roman Catholic Archbishop McHALE, "Report of Commissioners of Irish Education," 1826.
5 See "Pastoral Address and Declaration,"
issued by the Roman Catholic
Bishops in Ireland, January 5th. 1826; and "Vatican Decrees," pp. 30, 31.
6 See" Address by Cardinal M.-L,xING," Tablet, August 6th, 1859, p. 502.
7 See articles in United Ireland, edited by 1\11'. O'BRIEN, M.?
for :'lIallow, in
its issue of the week preceding the assassination of the Chief Secretary; also the
indictment preferred by nIl'. 'V. E. FORsTER, nLP., against 1\Ir. PARXELL, Times,
February 23rd, 1883; also address made by 1\11'. BWGAR, M.P .. ilIarch 2nd,1879,
to a meeting of Irishmen in Bermondsey, in which he stated-" Physical force
was the one thing for which the English governing classes cared. They were
moved only by ,their fears. He did not mean their fears for their personal
safety. They knew they had the police and the military to protect them, and
they did not fear personal violence. Bltt it was pos.ible-lte would not pay p,·o.
bable-that some .fine day the demoeracy woulel break loose, that the London wa1'ehouses and ttle Lancashire faet01'ies would be "edllcecl to ashes, and th~ shipping in the
Thames and Mersey set on .fire; and that was au outlook which the English
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forward as the bases for legislation are such as to arouse the most serious.
apprehensions. Is there no reason to fear that the proposed extension of
household suffrage to Ireland, while it confers the franchise upon the poorest
and the most ignorant portion of the population of that country, will absolutely place the representation under the domination of the priesthood 'I
or that the already formidable body of Roman Catholic members, when thus
largely reinforced, will hold the balance of power in the Legislature, and
further increase the influence of the Vatican for the overthrow of Protestant
liberties in this country?
It should also be remembered that the aims of the Papacy have been
greatly advanced by the secret teaching and open practices of the Ritualisticparty in the Church of England, a scandal which is directly encouraged by
the preferment to benefices under Episcopal patronage of notorious clerical
law-breakers, who are at no pains to conceal either their implacable hostility
to the Reformation, or their unnatural craving for union with Rome. l
To meet these manifold and great dangers, local Associations of Protestant
Electors should be immediately formed in each constituency; and, as the
extension of household franchise to counties would have the effecb of introducing an untried element into the governing power of the country, the
efforts of these Associations should be directed (1) to the education of the
new electorate in Protestant principles; (2) to a faithful enunciation of the
dangers which thr~aten our Constitutional rights and religious freedom; and
(3) to the circulation of information as to the character and aims 01 the
Papacy.
The selection, independent of pal'ty, of fit and proper representatives,
should be a further object of the above Associations. It should be their
business to press upon every candidate the necessity of upholding Protestaot
principles in Parliament, and to urge upon electors the imperative duty of
withholding their votes from ca,ndidates who decline to do so.
Acting upon this determination, Protestant electors may make their just
influence felt throughout the kingdom; and-in the words of the writ issued
for a general election in the days of CROMwELL-secure the return to the
House of Commons of representatives pledged "for th8 maintenance of the
true Reformed Protestant Christian religion in the purity thereof."
4, That copies of these resolutions and of this address be forwarded to the
chief organs of the press in the United Kingdom, as well as to the leaders of
political parties in the ~tate, and the members of both Houses of Parliament.
governing classes did not like. He urgcd all 1I:is countrymen to ttnite in .oml:
O1'.qanizatio,,-he did not care which-and make as much display as possible,
They might be few in numbers, but wh~n tltey l'cmemberul tlte great l'e81'lts which
flowed from thc determined actioJ! of the handful oj men at lfancheste;' alld Cl.denwell, they eould not doubt ~l thcir ultimate success" (Times, llarch 4th, 1879). The
Roman Catholic monthly magazine, Catholic Progress (Gill and Son, Dublin; apd
Washbourne, London), distinctly avows the object sought for. In the Februar:J'
"umber (1881). it states, "The woes of Ireland are due to one single cause-the
existence of Protestantism in Ireland. Away with the propagandists of Protestantism, and Ireland would be saved. Unless Ireland is governed by England
as a Catholic nation, and full scope givm to the development oj tl!e Catholic Churc;'
in Inland, by tlte approjJ'rtation to the Catholic ,·eligim. of the funds that go t"
"eligion_ the reCUl'rC'/WC of such events as Q1'e ?IOW taki?l!l place in I"elaml cautio: be
prevC'/lted. Any othe,' l'emedy, based on a political eC01!01I/.!I, w"ithout "efC'/'ence to ,·elig'io".
must fail."
The March number (1881) of this periodical states-" TYon/a that
the misapprop)'iat<d jimds wc)'e 8ufficimt to b"y off all the Protestant landlm'ds, and th."t
evel'y p,.otestant meet'ing.hnu.se were 8wept fl'om the land! Thcn would I,-elatld ,'ecou;'
he1'self! . . . Out)'agcs would then be unknown, fo), there woulcl be no admixtu)'e oj
misoelievC'/'s with her champions."
1 See "Episcopal Patronage," with Preface by Lord ERe-RY.
(W. Kent all(l
Co.• London; the Kational Protestant Union, Market Ra8en; and the ProtestalJt
.Alliance, London.)
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HOPES, AND HELPS; OR, WORDS TO A WEAKLING.
My DEAR FRIEND,-I was very glad to hear from you again,
;although your present state of mind is not very cheerful, yet I believe
not hopeless" for ther~ is hope in the Gospel c9ncerning such trials as
yours. Many a good Christian has been in the like condition as your~
self, and has despaired, at times, of health and cure, as you do yourself.
But God has His set time to favour the dust of Zion, or sllch as are
in the dust. His 'Word abounds with kind and 'alluring 'invitations to
;aU that come to HIm, and I, am sure that His VVord is true. You
feel that those' parts of it are true which speak against, sin, and the
,awful ,consequence of dying in an unpardoned state. His words of
mercy are as true as His words of threatening. Your unbelief excepts
yourself. All that you feel is not-any of it-that which true Christians
feel. This is what your unbelief says of it. Feeling the burden Of
,your sin as you do is a very particular case-a case named in Mattnew
xi. 28. Your en~my throws you down while you are coming, and
seeks to keep you back. You want to be assured that you will be
received; but Esther went in to the king before she knew whether
she should be accepted, and 'Ruth went and lay down at Boaz's feet
'oefore she knew: whether' she should obtain the favour she desired.
So also are you irl.;iit~d to' come~to bome in just the same manner.,
'You may think that you are' so unlike some Christians that yoil.
kilow-that, if you were like them, you might succeed. But is not
this making those good things which you see in them the cause why
.Jesus sh6uld save' you,. rather than trusting His own free favour ~
Whatever good you see in Christian people, they had it from Jesus.
Come to Him for that good, and do not seek first 'to get that, and
then come. .r 0; but' come in all your poverty, in all your sins, in all
your unfitness, for God saves sinners for what Jesus did. Lonk to
Jesus for all you want.
'
But you wiII, perhaps, begin to think, "What can this coming to
,Jesus mean ~ What can it be ~ " Your seeking to know your sins
forgiven-your calling' after Him in your heart-your desires and
rronging to know Him-are all of them a-ets of coming to Him; and
all those suggestions and fears of your not being sincere nor earnest
-Bnough, arid that you will not succeed, and that you do not seek
,aright, are all so many fences put across the way to hinder and stop
up your path, and to close your mouth. You do, and will, find many
hindrances of this sort, but, in the face of all these chilling winds,
.and drifting snows, and stormy wind and tempest, keep your 'face
Zionward. See, too, whether you cannot see some of the features in
yourself that are given in the Word of returning sinners. '~They sliall
·come with weeping, and with supplications will I lead them." Another
,text says, "They shall come inquiring the way to Zion, \vitli, their
faces thitherward."
What is your letter to me but· a letter inquiring the wa.y'to
Zion ~ What are your prayers but prayers of inquiry ~ What are those
desires to be a true and sincere seeker-an earnest, diligent seek~r
after the forgiveness of your sins, but so many proofs of your face
being . tt>wards the things and place that, you seek 1 . Ta~e coUrage,
.
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my dear friend. Jesus, who has done so much for your soul, in making
Himself sO desirable to you, is but making preparations in your hear~
in order to Himself being a welcome Guest, and that your meeting
together may be a joyful one.
rt is not wrong for you to long for the service of the Lord's
house, and it would, doubtless, be a help to you if you had those
privileges; yet the Lord knows where you live, and how you are
circumstanced. If you find your mind the worse for attending any of
the places of worship in your town, it would be better 'for you to
keep away. You can take the Word of God and read, and seek the
Lf>rd by prayer as well as you are able; but do that in which you
find the most soul profit at the time you are doing it, .for afterwards you will often find evil suggestions to question your conduct,
and accusations forced upon you, of which, while you were engaged in
the matter, you were unconscious of any wrong whatever-yea, 'and
in that in which you had a comforting approval. Let this be your
r.ule-if you find pleasure, more pleasure, in reading by yourself than
by attending the places of worship about you, do 'that which is most
profitable at the time you are doing it. Watch your spirit in thes~
things, and see how you are wrought upon in them. Your afflictions
are many, but that is not against yOIL The waves of trial hasten you.
on towards the Lord, and bring the Lord nearer to yourself. Follow
hard after Him. Hold on His skirts, if you are not privileged to see
His face. J es'us is the sinner's Friend, and enters minutely into all your
afflictions; sees, hears, and feels all your. pains, griefs, and sorrows; and
watches tenderly the result, as the physicia~ does the medicine upon
his patient, as the refiner his metal. Cast thy cares, husband, children, self,.
sou~ and body upon Him.
Seek to do it as well as you are able.
Jesus is not a hard Master. Go to Him for the grace you want. Do,
you want to love Him ~ Tell Him so. Are there hindrances in the
way of your doing so ~ Tell Him of these. Be free and plain and
quite yourself before Him, for He is appointed of God to pity and
help the weak, the ignorant, and them which are out of the way, and to
guide their feet into the way of peace. The Lord make this of use
to you, and bless yOIL
Yours sincerely,

Bed/o'l'd.

J. W. W.

THE WAR IN EGYPT.
Now that the attention of the public is so drawn to the present lamentable War, we would advise our readers to avail themselves of GADSBy'S'
" Wanderings," as furnishing a clearer insight into the character and
habits of the people with whom we are at issue, as well as the nature
and special features of the country itself, than any other work. It
bears the impress of matter-of·fact upon its every page. Both people
and places are dealt with as by one whose determination was to see
and hear for himself, and to' give his readers the result and convictions of the opinions he had honestly formed, to the best of liis
judgment, and by meaJ:l.s of thorough investigation and research. Personally we have been dipping into these works with intense interest,
and hence recommend their perusal to our readers.
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Strmons nnb' i.ot.es .of Strm.ons.
SERMON BY THE EDITOR.
PRINTERS' PENSION, ALMSHOUSE, AND ORPHAN ASYLUM CORPORATION.
(From the Shorthand Notes of a 1\'I:ember of the City PI'ess staff.)

THE Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE delivered a sermon on behalf of
the Printers' Pension, Almshouse, and Orphan Asylum Corporation, at
St. Andrew-by-the-Wardrobe, Blackfriars, London, on Thursday evening,
April 9th.
Amongst tho[ie present representing the Printers' Corporation were
the chairman (Mr. YOUNG), Mr. W. BLADES (a member of the Council),
Mr. W. H. COLLINGRIDGE (local . visitor), and Mr. HODSON (the
secretary). Mr. JUDD, C.C., and Mr. KEY HARDEY (churchwardens),
and many other friends were also present.
The first part of the service was conducted by the Rector (the Rev.
C. F. CHASE), and the lesson was read by the Rev. W. SAUNDERS
(Vicar of St. Silas', Bristol).
Dr. DOUDNEY took 'for his text, "And He said, My grace is sufficient
for thee, for My strength is made perfect in w~akness" (2 Cor. xii. 9).
He said-Mark, beloved, how personal, how very pointed, it is. .Mark
the" My" and mark the" thee." Oh, yes; religion is a personal thing;
and, when the Holy Ghost takes a poor sinner in hand-and He must
take the poor sinner in hand, if he is to know anything of himself or of
the Lord-He brings him to that personal state of things-to the" My"
and to the "thee"; to the "thou" and the "thy." Oh, how very
precious is that Psalm-" I will instruct thee, and teach thee in the way
which thou shalt go; I will guide thee with Mine eye." How wonderful
that God, the Eternal, the Omnipotent, the "I Am that I Am," should
take notice of-yea, be interested in-such poor, vile, hell-deserving
sinners as you and me! Though He is "the high and lofty One that
inhabiteth eternity," yet He says, "With that man will I dwell who is
of a humble and contrite spirit, and who trembleth at My Word."
There is such sweet teaching in the chapter read to-night. (1 Cor. xii.)
May the Lord the Spirit help us to realize personally and experimentally
some of its sweetness. And shall I tell you a secret ~ There is not a
poor sinner in this church to-night that needs the fulfilment of the
promise more than the one that stands in the pulpit-yea, he needs
the fulfilment of the words, "My grace is sufficient for thee, for My
strength is made perfect in weakness."
You have heard the circumstances under which this great and gracious
promise was made. Paul heard things in the third heaven that it was
not either lawful or possible for a man to utter. When he came down,
he was visited with what ~ A" thorn in the flesh." Now, I believe,
from the very wording of it, it was something very simple-something
that men would call trivial or trumpery-and I think, among the many
lessons taught in this remarkable chapter connected with this interesting,
circumstance, that is one of the most remarkable. There is such a.
disposition to say, "You talk of '/lour trial, but you do not know,
anything about my trial." I tell yOli, whatever the Lord intends to be"
U 2

The Gospel Magazine.
a trial shall be a trial, whether it .be little or otherwise, and it is the
very height of folly to attempt to compare them.
I remember, more than fifty years ago, how the successor of that Godhonoured but man-despised minister, the late WILLIAM HUNTINGToN.
smd, "You suppose I have no trial. I tell you, dear friends, if
a grasshopper were intended to be my burden, that grasshopper would
be more than I could manage." One of the most consistent and devout
women that ever I met was compelled to forego a visit to her loved
and loving sister because there were crickets in the kitchen; and yet
that very person used to smile at me because I felt so nervous in
crossing the Irish Sea in rough weather.
Now, there is another remarkable lesson here. If you look at the
previous chapter, the Apostle talks' about his being "in labours more
abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in
deaths oft. Of the Jews five 'times received I forty stripes save
one. Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I
suffered shipwreck, a. night and a day I have been in the deep;
in journeyirigs 'often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in
perils by mine own countrymen,' in perils by the heathen, in perils
in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils
among' false brethren; in weariness and painfulness, in watchings
often," and so on. Don't you think that was a very marked fulfilment
of what the Lord said, in reference to the call by Ohrist of Saul of
Tarsus-" I will show him how great things he shall suffer for My
sake" ~
But here is a striking feature. We do not read one word in connection with that state of things about Paul's anxiety for its remov!~l;
but, when he comes to tell us about the "thorn in the flesh "-and
I believe, as I have said, that it was a most trivial thing-yet it
caused him such discomfort-it made him so wretched and miserablethat he entreated the Lord aga,in and again-yea, he besough Him to
take it away. You see, .the Apostlll Paul wanted a way of escape, and
in his petition he was dictating to the Lord, although not perhaps
aware of it at the time, because he thought there was only one
mode by which he could be relieved, so he asked the Lord to take
it away. But the Lord showed him otherwise. Now, what does he
say ~ Why was he visited 1 Why did he have this "thorn in the
flesh "~ "Lest he should be exalted above measure."
,.
My dear friends, though we may not he aware at the time, we are
never, by comparison, 'in such uangerous circumstances as when the
Lord has very graciously and lovingly manifested Himself to us. It
has been well said that the highwayman or robber used to look for
the man as he returned from market with the money that he had
sold his wares for; and so it is that Satan watches. He is a
very keen observer; and, 'when he sees that we have been indulged
at the mercy-seat-when there is evidence and proof that there
has been some bright shining, some precious revelation, some token
from God-ten' to one but Satan takes 'advantage of it, and either
fills us with pride, or throws us off our guar,d in some way or
other. To prevent this, the Lord very lovingly and wisely visited
the A~06t~e with a "thorn in the flesh."
L
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How many have said, "I wish I knew what the 'thorn in the flesh'
was! I do think it would be such a relief to me, if I knew what it
was." It is, on the other hand, a great mercy that it is an open
question. If we knew precisely what the "thorn in the flesh" was, we,
should reason in this way. 'Ve should say, "Our thorn is different from\
that, therefore we cannot expect the same strength vouchsafed as·
was given to the Apostle Paul." The Lord having very graciously
withheld from us the knowledge of what the "thorn in the flesh" was"
we may take advantage of it, and just copy the Apostle, whatever our
trial may be, that is, to seek str.ength and help from the Lord.
How many of the children of God, in their anxiety about "making
their calling and election sure," say, "If only the Lord would speak
pointedly to me! If He would do for me that which He did for
Moses, who was spoken to by name, implying such sacred familiarity t
If the Lord would but speak to me by name! " Supposing the Lord
were to speak to you or me by name. Supposing He were to say,
" John So-and-so, or J ames So-and-so, I have redeemed thee. Thou'
art Mine," of what service would that be ~ You would say, "He.
doesn't mean me. Are not there other Johns and James's 1" Such
would naturally be your reasoning.
,
The Times, a day or two ago, contained a letter from one engaged in
a large sphere of business at Reading. He states this fact~that he has
upon his books above a thousand of one name, a,nd hundreds. and.
hundreds of others of the same name. The adversary would be sure, on,
these grounds, to take advantage. "Do you think it.is likely that, out'
of ten thousand Johns' and James's, the Lord means you? Certainly,
not! " But there is a glorious set-ofi'. There was but one Moses at the
time to which you refer. There have been thousands since. But the
Lord addressed Himself to chamcter; and, though we may question the'
blessing because it is not sufficielltly pointed and direct, the Lord has
graciously addressed Himself to us in this way. In that beautiful serD;!.on in the fifth and sixth chapters of the Gospel by Matthew, we re:td,
"13lessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are
the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are
the pure in heart, for they shall see God," and so on.
,
But you say, "I am afraid I fall short of that. I am anything but
meek. I am anything but humble. I am anything but contrite."
Well, what say you to this-" Blessed are they which do hunger and
thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled" ~ Is not there some
poor soul here to-night that has come up to this house of God hungering aIld ·thirsting after righteousness ~ What has brought you here but,
hunger and thirst 1 Do you not "hunger and thirst after righteousness" r
Don't you feel a lively and loving interest in the case of that poor
woman whom the Lord answered not a word, distressing as her circum.
stances were 1 W~en He did speak, what did He say 1 "It is not, meet
to take the children's bread and to cast it to dogs."
"Truth, Lord,"
she replied; "yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from ,their
masters' table." Are you prepared to admit that you are nothing but,
a poor Gentile dog 1 and is there a something within that mentally
exclaims, "Oh, that He would but dr.op even a crumb for me-even
me " ~ If you really'.' hunger and thirst after righteousr:ess," you will
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feel a lively interest in that case. And then, how well-pleased was the
Lord! "0 woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou
wilt."
'When taking the duty in one of the gaols of Bristol, some time
ago, I came across a singular case. It was that of a lady by birth
and education, who had gone sadly wrong, and who was sentenced to
transportation. One of the female warders, who was leading me
round, just gave me a sketch of h& career in a few words, while standing at the door of her cell.. I heard that the lady was under deep
spiritual impressions, and I remember putting this question to her"vVell, now, if you had an opportunity of speaking to anyone in heaven,
who would you choose 1" She said, "Mary Magdalene." "'Vhy 1"
"Oh, because she had been such a sinner, and because she had so much
forl!;iven."
Perhaps some of you have come here not being able as yet to "read
your title clear to mansions in the skies," and you are at a loss to
know where you are and what you are, and are concerned as to where
you are going. Now, do you sympathize with the utterance of that poor
prisoner ~ Would you like, if you had your choice, to have a little
~onversation with Mary Magdalene 1 and do you earnestly desire that
the same love and tenderness which was vouchsafed to her might be
vouchsafed to you 1 Are you prepared to be saved as a Magdalene,
()r do you turn away with a certain amount of proud Pharisaism,
.
saying, "Call me a Magdalene" 1
I remember one of the charges brought against me, when I was first
sent forth by my Lord and Master, was this-" Why, he makes us out
as bad as the dying thief!" VVould you exonerate yourself on these
grounds 1 Have you been led to see that there is really and virtually
in the eye of the law no difference between the root and the fruit 1
Has the Lord taught you, my fellow-sinner, that you are capable of
any sin and of every transgression 1 Has He shown you, as He has
shown others, the power of sin and temptation 1 Has the Lord
taught you that all-important lesson 1 If so, it will subdue and humble
the pride of our poor fallen humanity, and we shall be very, very glad,
()n t~ese grounds, if the Lord gives us an insight into ourselves, and
a corresponding knowledge of the riches of His grace. We shall be
very glad to take our position side by side with the poor publican,
who could not so much as lift up his eyes to heaven, but who, smiting
his breast, said, "God, be merciful to me, a sinner!"
The Lord did not answer the Apostle in the way he sought to be
answered, but in a very much more effectual and satisfactory way. He
said, in reply, "My grace is sufficient for thee, for My strength is
made perfect in weakness." And what was the reply of the Apostle ~
"Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the
power of Christ may rest upon me." He was far better satisfied with
the Lord's will and way.
Poor sinner, may such be the case with you. When the Lord subdues the will and dictation of the creature, and gives you an insight into
His wisdom, love, mercy, and compassion, then you will be far better
satisfied with His way than you would have been with your own
way j and you wiII be humbled in the very dust before God, in con-
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nection with His mercy, long-suffering, and forbearance; and you will
adore Him on the very ground of His denial and refusal, and His
great goodness will be wonderfully enhanced.
This church has been identified in my mind for many, many years
with a fact which is perhaps be familiar to some of you.
Many years ago, d.uring the ministry of that dear servant of God,
WILLIAJ\I.Ro~IAINE, certain ships in which a merchant was interested
to the tune of many thousands of pounds were reported to be lost.
The merchant was so astounded, so completely overwhelmed, ~t the
tidings, that be made his way to the neighbouring Thames, went
down the steps by the side of old Blackfriars Bridge, and called a
He
waterman to row him across, without telling him his intention.
meant to throw himself into the stream, and so end his days. At
that moment, because God would have it so, he heard a certain bell..
"What bell is that ~" he asked. "The bell of St. Anne's, Blackfriars,
where the Rev. WILLIAJ\I ROMAINE preaches."
"Stop a minute," said
the merchant. He retraced his steps, came up here, and entered one
ef those doors, and he heard from this very Book the glad tidings of
great joy.
Under the power and ministry of the Holy Ghost, and
through the instrumentality of that honoured servant, ROMAINE, the
VVord entered his heart, and God gave him there and then to see the
error of his way. He went out a saved man. He returned to the
steps, and, dropping half-a-crown into the ha~ds of the waterman, he
went home in a state of peace and joy and satisfaction to which 'he
had previously been altogether a stranger. In the course of three or
four days, tidings came that the fleet. were all safely moored at the
Nore.
Now, the Lord taught him that precious lesson, which He has taught
millions upon millions of poor sinners-" My grace is sufficient for thee,
for My strength is made perfect in weakness." That grace is sufficient
for all times and circumstances. In any position in which God may
see fit to place us, to test our fajth, He says, "My grace is sufficient
for thee, for My strength is made perfect in weakness."
A short time ago, I met an elderly gentleman in Bristol, and he
said, "I have lost three fortunes, consisting of £100,000; but I have
found a title to' an inheritance that is incorruptible, and undefiled,
and that fadeth not away.'" A'very short time since, I met another
gentleman who had gone through very severe trials. He had been
a loser to an immense amount, and, as if to add trial to trial, when
he was on his way to his place of business, he was hustled off the
pavement, a passing vehicle knocked him down, and fractured his
thigh. He was laid upon his sick-bed for many weeks. When, for
change of air and scene, he came to Clifton, and I called to sympathize
with him, he made a remark I shall never forget. Said he, "They
talk about prayer-meetings. I wish they would have praise-meetings."
After all his sufferings and all his losses, he was brought to such a
state as that. He was anxious for praise-meetings rather t]1an prayermeetings. That is one, my fellow-sinners, of the ten thousand .evidences
of the truth of God's Word, . and it is as true to-night as wh~n the
Lord said it upwards of eighteen hundred years ago-CC My grace is
sufficient for thee, for My strength is made perfect in weakness."

....

,
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But some may say, "Well, what is grace ~ " Think of l'lverything'
that is kind, everything that is benevolent, everything that is lovely,
everything that is sweet 'and gentle, everything that is pleasant and!
agreeable, and then you will ·have just a little insight, in a merely
temporal or human way, of what is meant by "grace." Grace is thC'
good-will of God-the God of all grace. Grace is pardon for the guilty;,
~race is strength for the weak; grace is health to the sickly; grace is
lIfe to the dead; grace is heaven for hell; and, as the God of all
grace, He delights to bestow this grace" Grace'! 'tis a charming sound,
Harmonious to the ear;
Heaven with the echo shall re·
sound,
. And all the earth shall hear,

" Grace taught my wandering feet.
To tread the heavenly road;
And new supplies each hour I
meet
While pressing on }o God.

" Grace first contrived the way
To save rebellious man;
And, all "the steps that grace displays
W ~ich drew the wondrous plan.

" Grace all the work shall crown,
Through everlasting days;
It lays in heaven the topm~t,
stone,
And well deserves the praise.'"

f..,re you prepared-do you rejoice-to fall in with the statement, "Not
by works of righteousness which we have done, but of His mercy He'
saved us, by the washing of regeneration and the renewing of the Holy
Ghost " ~ "He hath saved us, and called us with a holy calling, not
according to our works, but according to the grace given to us in Christ
JesiIs before the world' began." "By grace are ye saved, through faith;
and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God; not of works,
lest, any man should boast." By gTaCB, I say. There are certain
pretentious creatures whose minds are completely blinded to the
nature of sin, and to the extent and character of man's fall by sin.
The nature which we inherit from our parents was such that we
were "born in sin and shapen in' iniquity," for "in sin did our
mothers conceive us." In spite of these very plain declarations of Holy
Scripture, and in spite of the experience of the Church of God in
every age, there are some so blinded by their delusive system that they
actually talk about works of supererogation. They not only fancy that
they come up to the requirements of the law, but they have that,:
which superabounds over all that is necessary for them to render, and;
they propose to put down the overplus to the credit of a fellowcreature! I say, can anything be more blind and sinful ~ There is. '
a great talk about the fathers-about this one and that one in the
Church. What was the testimony of some of them 1 Take, forexample, that of rgood Bishop BEVERIDGE. He had a Scriptural insight
into the fallen state and condition of himself and his fellow-men;.
hence he said, "I cannot pray but I sin; I cannot preach but I sin.
My prayers need praying over, and my very tears want washing. I look
back on the whole course of my life as but one continued act of sin." In
~nswer to all this, there is the assurance given in the words of our text,_
" My grace is sufficient for thee, for My strength is made perfect in weakness." It is unspeakably blessed that the God of all grace is prepared
to give that grace just as He sees it is needed. Under every circum-
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stance, III every difficulty, under every temptation, under all the tests.
and trials to which man is subjected, "My grace is sufficient fOf'
thee, for My strength is made perfect in weakness "-sufficient in life,
sufficient in death, sufficient under every temptation and trial. " There,
hath no temptation happened unto you but what is common to man:
but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that
ye are able; but will with the temptation make a way for your escape,.
that ye may be able to bear it." Is there a poor, tempted !ioul here l'
Oh, be it yours to take courage, for "there is nothing ·too hard for
the Lord"!
Some seven or eight-and-twenty years ago, I was staying one Sunday
with a dear friend in the neighbouring Fleet Street, and, as I had no
engagement to preach on that Sunday, I set out with the intention of
hearing a friend on the other side of the water. But, just as I left my
friend's house, this word was dropped into my heart-how sweet' are
the droppings into the heart !-" Thou art my Hiding-place; Thou shalt
preserve me from trouble; Thou shalt compass me about with songs
of deliverance." "I will not be a hearer to-day," I said. I knew I
should be welcomed to a pulpit in one of the Bethnal Green churches,
and, as I walked that way, I mused on the passage which had occurred
.to' me. At length, looking for the Shoreditch Station, I stopped a.
policeman-it was nearly eleven o'clock-and said, "Where is such a.
street 1" "Oh," he said, "yoli have come away from it!" As God
would have it, instead of turning down Bishopsgate Street, I crossed into
Threadneedle Street, and found myself down Whitechapel. It was, of
course, too late to go to the church I had intended, but I remembered
I was near a church which I had never been in but once before, in
Brick Lane. I went in. The service was commenced.
I was.
recognized, and the clergyman asked me to take the pulpit. Meanwhile, during the service, another word was given to me-" Go home·
to thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord hath done for
thee, and had mercy on thee." I stated in the pulpit that, by a
so-called accident, I had lost my way, and hence I was there. The·
heads of my sermon were, the pity, the power, the precept of Jesus.
At the close of the service, a young man came into the vestry,
and said, "Oh, sir, God sent you here to-day!" He was on his way
to throw himself into_the docks hard by, and, when he came to the
door of the church, he was constrained, he could not tell why, to
come in. "I had forgotten," he said, "the pity, the power, and the·
precept of Jesus."
Whatever your circumstances, therefore, however Satan may strive,
however darksome your pathway, however at a loss to discover where·
you are or what you are, oh, be it yours to remember that the words.
still stand good, "My grace is sufficient for thee, for My strength is
made perfect in weakness."
And connect with that this precious
thought-" The Lord knoweth how"-you may not know-but "the
Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptation."
Having thus set before you some few thoughts suggested by the
passagtl we have been considering, a pleasing duty now devolves upon,
me. I wish to express my warmest thanks on my own behalf and
on behalf of the Society for which I am about to plead, for the
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kindness shown by the Rector and Churchwardens of this parish, in
granting the use of their church on the present occasion. Next, as
having been personally connected with the press for more than sixty
years, I felt that the Printers' Pension Society had a claim upon me.
In the year 1832, a young man came to London with an immense
amount of that nervous dread and timidity which commonly falls to
the lot of such as leave the country for this great City. Both out of
.health and out of heart, he was walking through one of the courts off
the neighbouring Fleet Street, with his head bowed down like a bulrush,
when his eyes happened to fall upon a fragment of the Bible. Upon
picking it up, Acts xviii. 9, 10, instantly presented itseif--'.' Then spake
the Lord to Paul in the night by a vision, Be not afraid, but speak, and
hold not thy peace: for I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee
to hurt thee: for I have much people in this city." That fragment of the
precious Bible was preserved for years, but little indeed did that young
man imagine that, forty years afterwards, he would have the happy privilege of speaking in the name of his great and gracious Lord and Master
tin St. Bride's Church, hard by. Then he advocated the claims of the
Aged Pilgrim,s' F1'iend Society. Equally unexpected was the additional
privilege. conferred upon him of being called to occupy the pulpit of
the .immortal God-honouring ROlliAINE, as he is now permitted to do.
The late Mr. SAUNDERS was caught up on high from this identical
spot. One moment he was speaking down here jor his blessed Lord,
and, when in the act of giving utterance to the memorable words,
.., Ye are complete in Him," was caught up on high. Yes, the next
moment he was taken tip there, to behold Him "no more as through
a glass darkly, but face to face"; so that he literally realized, even
more than Jacob did at Bethel, that" this was none other than the
,house of God-yea, the very gate of heaven."
"0 glorious hour! 0 blest abode!
I shall be near and like my God ;
Nor flesh nor sin shall ere control
The sacred pleasures of my soul."
" There shall I see His' face,
.And nevel', neve1' sin;
There, from the rivers of His grace,
Drink endless pleasures in."

Here TOPLADY preached, and W'HITFIELD likewise.
In reference to his visit to this church, on Sunday evening, the' 8th
·of May, 1803, the Christ-exalting Dr. fuWKER writes:"I preached from those words of Job, 'Oh, that I knew where
I might find Him!' &c. I found my mind impressed," said he,
.., with a more than ordinary solemnity as I entered .the pulpit of this
.church. When I recollected the venerable character of that faithful
.servant of God who had so often occupied it; when I called to mind
.the labours of so great· a man in this place; an~ when I considered,
"This very pulpit in which I now stand is the highly-honoured spot
011 which dear Mr. ROllIAINE stood, who is now with Jesus,' a certain
indescribable emotion passed over me, and induced sensations I had
.never. before experienced."
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If the venerable -Dr. HAWKER (himself so highly-honoured and
zealous a servant of the Most High) thus expressed himself, what shall
I say ~
vVere I not to speak well of such a God, the very stones in the
street might well cry out against me. At the time to which I have
referred, humanly speaking, there was as much likelihood of my being
made Prime Minister as being ordained and privileged to labour in
the Church of Englaud for well-nigh forty years. Such facts prompt
me-as indeed it behoveth me-to speak well of my Lord, and to
the encouragement of my poor fellow-sinners.
Oh, ye young men especially, look up-take courage.' Be it yours to
make the mighty Jehovah your Counsellor, yon)' Guide. " Acknowledge
Him in all your ways, and He will direct your paths." "Seek ye first
the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall
be added unto you." A favourite couplet with me for many, many
years has beene<

Make you His service your delight;
Your wants shall be His care."

Now, as a reason for bringing before you the claims of the Institution
for which I plead to-night, permit me to contrast the past with the
present, in regard to the lJress. It is questionable whether the marvellous progress, with respect to newspapers especially, has arrested the
public mind as other discoveries have done. \Vhen I was first connected
with a provincial journal, the price was sevenpence, and the advertisement duty 3s. 6d., for a sheet scarcely a third the size of the ordinary
papers of the present day. As an illustration of the wondrous change
between that time and this, I may mention that, at the passing of the
Reform Bill, our publishing the result of the' divisiorr within half-an·hour
of the arrival of the stage-coach bringing the intelligence on the
Saturday evening, was considered. a great achievement. Contrast that
with the fact of the minute details of various battles in connection
with the present lamentable war being published in London within
three or four hours of their occurrence in that far-off land.
Instead, moreover, of two hundred impressions being struck off each
hour, in the same space of time, by means of duplicate machinery,
eighty to one hundred thousand of each of the leading papers are
issued. The fact is astounding that, within a very few hundred yards
of this church, millions of sheets of the newspaper press are, day by
day, sent forth into the length and breadth of the habitable globe.
I have spoken merely of the newspaper press. Permit me to call
your attention for a moment to what has been accomplished by the
Bible Society, whose repository occupies a site so near this church.
Since its formation in 1804, its aggregate distribution of the sacred
V.,rord has amounted to upwards of a hundred million copies. Think
of ten thousand of the penny New Testament being issued daily, and
eontrast it with the times whim a load of straw was given for two
leaves of the Bible, or such as wished to read the sacred Word were
<>bliged to resort to the crypts of certain churches, there to avail themselves of the copy chained to the spot for security; or when the little
Welsh maid had to walk seven miles to and fro from her home to

-
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that of the minister, in order to read a small portion of the Book of
books.
Contemplate, moreover, the amount of literature so continuously
issued from the neighbouring Paternoster Row. Within my recollection,.
it was considered a surprising fact that two or three of the leading,
publishing houses should, 'towards the close of the month, receive as
many as four hundred letters a day. What would that be thought of
now, when twice the number are received by ordinary houses 1
But can such ends be attained without effort? Most certainly not.
The wear and tear can scarcely be imagined.
As having personally conducted one monthly publication for fiveand-forty years, and another for nine-and-twenty, perhaps without
the charge of egotism I may be allowed to state that the said
works are continuously and almost uninterruptedly upon the mind.
:But what comparison will a monthly magazine bear to a daily newspapej'?
If in the one is involved weight and care and responsibility, houi'
much more in the other?
When seated at his breakfast·table, or stepping into the omnibus,
the tram, or the train,' of a morning, how little does the ordinary
reader think of the immense amount of thought and toil ,bestowed
upon what he handles as a simple matter of course I Glance for a,
moment at the ordeal through which that newspaper has passed.
From most remote sources, by means of hundreds of telegrams.
information is daily obtained, but oftentimes in connection with the
most perilous of circumstances, and, as in several recent instances,
even at the sacrifice of life. ·Witness the cases of those lamented
correspondents of the morning journals whose remains now lie
mouldering beneath the surface of the battle-field.
Or, to come nearer home, and to contemplate for a moment the
responsibility of those who REPORT for the press.
In or about the year 1826 or 1827, I happened to be in the House
of Commons, upon the occasion of O'CONNELL proposing to arraign
the printer of the Times at the bar of the House, for breach of
privilege, his speeches not having been reported to his satisfaction.
At the close of the debate, Sir ROBERT PEEL rose, and, in his oWTh
bland and most persuasive way, made a remark I have never forgotten.
"So far," said he, "from our finding fault with the gentlemen of
the press, ,we ought to consideT ourselves gTeatly indebted to them, for who,
of us, as we sit at our breakfast-table of a morning, wmtlcl;like to see
our speech of the pTevious night nported verbatim?"
If such a statesman and so great an orator spoke in such terms in
his day, what must be the responsibility of contributors to the press.
in 01tJ' day, ~lJhen a tenjold additional 1ceight is laid upon them?
Consider, then, the duties of the editorial staff, who, in the opinion
of the public, ought to be infallible, and incapable of error, either in
word or deed.
Then follow the details of the composi:ng room, the j'eading closet, the,
stereotyping and machine departments, and, finally, the dispatch for the early
newspape1' t1'ains. No impure atmosphere, from the almost overpowering.
gas or heated flues, no sudden sickness or ailments of any of the
employes, no break-down of machinery, no London fogs or frosts,
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'Slippery ~treets or blocked thoroughfares, will suffice as an excuse for
loss of post or train! The subscriber as naturally looks for his papej'
·as for his letters, and is annoyed if, as a matter of course, he fails to
find' his morning journal upon the breakfast-table. He 1t17folds, he
1'eads,. but, alas! how rarely does he think of the wear and tear-the
ntsh and crush-at which what he is perusing has been produced! A
pressure has been brought to bear upon those engaged in their so
'continuous and unremitting toil which commonly issues in one of three
things-a luncdic asylum, an early grave, or premature old age, and cOJ'responding loss of physicnl and mental power.
How, then, permit me to ask, is such a state of things to be met 1
How can some little compensation be offered for snch a course of selfsacr~ficing se1'vices?
By means, I venture to say, of such admirable
Institutions as that for which I plead this evening. Here such as have
been engaged in the way I have briefly stated, or those who have been
left 1cidows, in consequence of their husbands' premature decay and death,
Jl,re nourished and most kindly cared for during the evening of life.
Among my most pleasing and grateful memories is a visit to the
Almshouses at Wood Green, in company with my friend, Mr. COLLINGRIDGE,
;and several members of his family. It was my privilege to take part
lin the Sunday afternoon service, for which he has held himself respon<.sible during the last few years. I know of no engagement upon which
I look back with greater pleasure, during my lengthened and imperfect
!ministry, than upon that occasion.
Will you, my dear fj'iends, enhance that pleasure this evening? Will
you send mo back to my wonted sphere of labour with the grateful
l'eflection that, in myoId age and fast-declining years, I have not
undertaken a long railway journey and appealed to you for nought 1
,On the contrary, by your response to my plain and simple appeal
to-night, give me to return to-morrow to my home with the thought
that, as an old printer, who commenced his business career, upwards of
:fifty years ago, in an'upper room within a few hundred yards of where
,\re are now assembled, and as a freeman of one of your ancient Oity
companies for well-nigh that lengthened 'period; I have not pleaded
in vain for the Printers' Pension, Almshouse, and Orphan Asylltm
Corporation.
Each member of the congregation was supplied with a copy of the
hymns, which also contained interesting sketches of WILLIA.J.II ROIlfAINE,
and the writers of the hymns. As considerable interest was manifested
in this leaflet, we reprint it- in full;THE PRINTERS' PENSION, ALMSHOUSE, AND ORPHAN
ASYLUM CORPORATION.
HYMNS sung on the occasion of a sermon preached on behalf of the
Corporation, on Thursday Evening, April 9th, 1885, at St. Andrew-by-theWardrobe, Blackf:iars (by kind permission of the Rector, the Rev. C. F.
CHASE, M.A.), by the Rev~ D. A. DOUDNEY, D.D., Vicar of St. Luke'f,
Bedininster, 'Brisfol, and Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE;\VILLIAM ROMAINE,

Rector ·of St. A~me's, Blackfriars, was born at Hartlepool, on September 25th,

~7I4, his father being one of the French Protestants who took refuge in England on the Revocation

<)f'the "Edict of N'ante'so'

H,e was- educated at Houghton-Ie-Spring Grammar School, wh(;:nce he went
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to Hertford College, Oxford, in 173I. In 1736, he was ordained deacon at Hereford, and, two years later t
priest. After holding various curacies in the uiocese of \Vinchester, he became curate at Banstead,
near Epsom, at which place he made the acquaintance of Sir Daniel Lambert, an Alderman of London~
an inhabitant of the above parish. Sir Daniel formed so high an opinion of Romaine that, when elected.
to the mayoralty in 1741, he appointed the latter his chaplain, which circumstance brought him into
notice as a preacher; both at St. Paul's Cathedral and other London pulpits. From 1748 to 1]66 he
filled various posts, but always in London, and acquired great popularity. The first position which
Romaine regularly occupied was that of lecturer at St. Botolph's, Billingsgate, to which he was appointed
in 1748. In the following year, he received the apyointment of lecturer at St. Dunstan's-in-the West,
which provoked a storm of opposition from the Rector of that parish, that was appeased after a short
time by the Bishop of London, Dr. Terrick. At the age of 36, 'Villiam Romaine was appointed assistant
morning preacher at St. George's, Hanover Square, in which capacity· he remained five years, during
which time he frequently preached 'at Bow Church, and Curzon Chapel, Mayfair. From this appointment he was removed because he attracted such crowds that the regular pewholders were unable to get
their own seats. During these five years (1750-1755) he occupied for a short time the position of Professor
of Astronomy at Gresham College. After this he held various offices, the only permanency being that of
lecturer at St. Dunstan's, Fleet Street. From I756 until 17.59 he was curate and morning preacher at
St Olave's, Southwark. Hence he became morning preacher at St. Bartholomew's, West Smithfield,.
where he continued two years, removing at the end of that time to \Vestminster Chapel; but he only
preache.d there for six months, owing to the refusal of the Dean and Chapter to grant him a licence.
From this time until I]66 he had no definite employment in the Church, except the lectureship of
St. Dunstan'5. At length, at the a,ge of 52, William Romaine was offered and accepted the Rectory
of St. Anne's, Blackfriars, which he held until his death in 1795. \vnile here he experienced no opposi·
tion, the plain truth being that Romaine, as rector of a London parish, became a rallying-point for all in
London who loved evangelical truth in the Church of England. He was never idle, but occupied his.
leisure moments in writing for the press. In June, 1795, he was attacked with the illness which finally
put an end to his life on July 26th. The last sermon he preached was on June 4th! at St. Dunstan's.
His last sermon at St. Anne's was preached two days earlier, from the 13th verse of Psalm ciii., "Like as
a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him:· Romaine was married, rather late
in life, to a 1\1iss Price, and had several children.

AUGUSTUS MONTAGUE TOPLADY, born at Farnham, in 1740, was the son of Richard
Toplady, a major in the army. He was educated at 'Westminster School. In 176Z
Toplady was ordained .a mini~ter of the Chu.rch of England. His first living was at
Blagdon, in SomersetshIre, whIch he soon reSIgned for that of New Ottery. In 1768
he was appointed vicar of Broad Hembury, Devonshire, where he wrote the greater
portion of his hymns and poems. In 1775 he became editor of the" Gospel Magazine,"
but was compelled through illness to relinquish the position during the following year.
However, he still continued to contribute to the "Gospel Magazine," and sp,veral of
his hymns, including "Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me," first appeared in its pages. In
1778 he died, at the early age of 38, and was buried in Tottenham Court Road
Chapel.
A DEBTOR to mercy alone,
The \wrk which His goodness began,
The ann of His strength "ill complete;
Of covenant mercy I sing:
Nor fear, with TRy righteousness on,
His promise is yea and amen,
And never was forfeited yet:
My person and offrings to bring.
The terrors of law, and of God,
Things future, nor things that are now.
With me can have nothing to do;
Not all things helow nor above,
Can make Him His purpose forego,
My Saviour's obedience and blood
Or sever my soul from His love.
Hide all my transgressions from view.
. My name from the palms of His hands
Eternity will not erase;
Imprest on His heart it remains,
In marks of indelible grace:
Yes, I to the end shall endure,
As sure as the earnest is giv' n ;
More happy, but not more secure
The glorified spirits in heav' n.
A. M. TOPLADY.
WILLIAM COWPER was born at Berkhampstead,' in November, 1731. 'When nine
years of age he was sent to Westr:1inster School.
When eighteen years old he was
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articled to an attorney, but tool: very little interest in the law, and spent" most of his
time in writing poems and contributing short articles to peliodicals. He was of an
exceedingly diffident nature, and on one occasion, having to appear at the Bar of the
House of Lords, he was so extremely upset by it that he attempted suicide. vVhen
fully recovered he went to live at Huntingdon, near his brother, and there formecl
an acquaintanceship with the Unwins, with whom he lived to Mr. Unwin's death•.
In 1767 he and Mrs. Unwin went, at the invitation of the Rev. John Newton, to live
at Olney. His house at Olney, where he resided for a greater number of years than in
any other, is still open to visitors. During the next nine years he was busily employed
writing hymns and poems. The Olney Collection of Hymns, to which Cowper con·
tributed 68, were published in 1779. The hymn, "God Moves in a Mysterious Way,"
was the last he contributed to the Olney Collection. In 1800 he died of dropsy, and
was buried at East Dereham.
GOD moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform ;
He plants His footsteps In the sea,
And rides upon the storm.

J uclge not the Lord by feeble sense.
But tlUSt Him for His grace;
Behind a frowning providence
He hides a smiling face.

Deep in unfathoma"le mines
Of never.failing skill
He treasures up His bright designs,
And works His sovereign will.

His purposes will ripen fast,
U ufolding- every hour;
The bud may have a bitter taste.
But sweet will be the flower.

Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take,
The clouds ye so much dread
Are big with mercy, and shall brea.k
In blessings on your head.

Blind unbelief is sure to err,
And scan His work in vain;
God is His o\\-n Interpreter,
And He \\ill make it plain.
\V/ILLlAM COWPEll..

ROBERT HAWKER, D.D., was born at Exeter on the 13th of April, :1753. His grandfather was.
a physician, and an alderman of the said city. His father, whose name was Jacoh, died at the early
age of 26 years, leavin~ him. an infant, his only surviving child. After he had obtained a sufficient
knowledge of classics, he was placed with a surgeon at Plymouth. Before he had completed his 19th
year he was married, to the daughter of Lieut. (afterwards Capt.) Rains, R.N., at Charles Church,
Plymeuth. Re afterward... relinquished his profession as a doctor, matriculated at l\1;;1gdalen HaU,
Oxford, and was ordained by the Bishop of Exeter, in 1778. In 1784 he was appointed vicar ofCharles Church, where he successfully laboured till his- death, which took place in ,827, lhe Doctorbeing interred on his ~4th birthday.
.

A5BA, Father. Lord, we call Thee
(Hallow'd name 1) from day to day;
'Tis Thy children's right to know Thee,
None but children" Abba" say:
This high privilege we inherit,
First Thy gift, and then Christ's blood ;
God the Spirit to our spirit
Witnesseth we're sons of God.

Though our Adam-fall in nature
Seem'd to make e'en grace at stand,
How to put us with the children,
How to give the goodly land;
But the plan Himself had formed,
Ere, like sheep, we went astray;
•• They," said God, •• shall call Me Father,
Nor from Me shall turn away."

Abba's love first gave us being,
V/hen in Christ. in that vast plan,
Abba chose the Church in Jesus,
Long before the world began:
Oh what love the Father bore us!
Oh how precious in His sight!
When He gave His Church to Jesus!
Jesus, His whole soul's delight!

And the richest stores of pardon
God sets forth in Christ His SonWith the Spirit's grace to guide us,
Safe to bring His children home;
Abba, Father, makes all certain,
Both by word, by oath, and bloodAbba saith, "The)' are My people,"
.
And they say, "The Lord's my God...·

Hence through all our changing seasons,
Trouble, sorrow, sickness, woe,
Nothing changeth God's affection,
Abba's love will bring- us through;
Soon shall all Thy blood·bought children,
Round Thy throne their anthems raise,
And in songs of rich salvation,
Sho\it to Abba endless praise.
ROBERT HAWKER.
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PRINTERS'

PENSION, ALMSHOUSE, AND ORPHAN ASYLUM:
CORPORATION.

THE OBJECTS. of this CORPORATION are to relieve aged and infirm Printers, and Widows of Printers,
by granting them Annual PENSIONS; the establishing and maintaining permanent RESIDENCES
for aged and infirm Printers, and 'Vidows of Printers; and the providing the means of educating and
maintaining ORPHAN Children of Printers.
The payment to either Fund of TWO GUINEAS at one time constitutes a LIFE SUBSCRIBER
to that Fund. with ONE VOTE; the payment of FIVE GUINEAS entitles to THREE VOTES. &c.
The payment to either Fund of an Annual Subscription of FIVE SHILLINGS entitles a Subscriber
'to ONE VOTE at all Elections to that Fund. For every additional FIVE SHILLINGS an EXTRA VOTE.
Notwithstanding the amount 'annually expended in Pensions is above £2,000, the Corporation
-cannot keep pace with the increasing demands made upon its benevolence, there being now a li5t of
nearly 60 candidates, all highly deserving, and many above 70 years of age, awaiting relief.
In addition to the ordinary Pensions (which vary in amount with the amount of the recipients;
subscription, the highest Pension being given for the candidate who has subscribed for the longest period)
certain

. SPECIAL PEXSIONS
have been established, for the most part from legacies or donations.
The Printers' Alm3houses are situated at 'Vood GreeD, No, and provide accommodation for 24
iinmates.
Legacies, Donations, and Subscriptions will be thankfully received by
J. S. HODSON, F.R.S.L..

Offices pf the CorpoYation:

Gray's Inn Clzambers,
20, High Ho/bont,

Secretary.

LOlldoJl.~

w.e.

[The Editor of the City P1'ess, at the close of a report which appeared
qn that newspaper, says, " We fear the collection was scarcely as good as
,the earnest workers expected, notwithstanding that Dr. DOUDNEY
,:generously gave £5, and a similar amount was received from Messrs.
;SPICER BROS., whose extensive warehouses are in the immediate neighbourhood. One very pleasing part of the collection consisted of 21s. 6d.
,contributed by the inmates of the almshouses at "vVood Green, and
rforwarded through the local visitor. Although the collection fell short
-of what was expected, the results in other ways were all that could be
·desired-an earnest and thoughtful congregation, full of sympathy with
·the preacher, and evidently deeply impressed. by his loving earnestness
.and fervent zeaL"]
NOTE BY THE EDITOR.
We are informed that the collection upon the aforenamed occasion
<fell short of £50, which was less than half the amount contributed
,on behalf of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, when we had the great
!privilege of occupying the pulpit of the :blessed JOHN NEWTON, at
,St. Mary W oolnoth. Great disappointment has, therefore, been ex.pressed at the result of the collection upon the more recent occasion.
'Well, now, we.are most anxious that the amount should be made
IUp to at least £100. As in all human probability it will be the
Ilast time we shall ever preach in London, and, a;:; already expressed,
we have for so many years been so closely connected with the press,
we want our late-;-and doubtless our last-visit to leave practical
traces of thankfulness. This Number of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
~ompl~tes our .forty-fifth year's Editorship. As a humble expression
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of our gratitude for the marvellous mercy so vouchsafed to us, we
purpose giving £5 towards the £50 wanting to make up the aforenamed £100. If our readers have been in any measure edified and
blessed in connection with our humble services duping the lengthened
period we have been thus associated with this work, will they likewise give practical proof of their thankfulness in assisting by their'
contrib,utions to make up the lacking £45 ~
Give us the pleasure, dear readers, of announcing in the opening
Number of our forty-sixth year's Editorship-that is, the Number for
June, should the Lord spare our life so long-that we have had the
great gratification of remitting the £50, in order to make up the
£100, as a contribution to the
PRINTERS'

PENSIO~,

ALMSHOUSE, AKD ORPHAN ASYLUM:
CORPORATION.
*"-J(.* Readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE will :find in the April
Number a form giving every information where contributions may be
sent.

LINES SUGGESTED BY DR. DO DNEY'S SERMON,
Preached in the Church of St. Andrew-by-the-Wardrobe, Blackfriars, on
Thursday evening, April 9th, 1885, from 2 Corinthians xii. 9, where the
honoured ROMAINE and TOPLADY once proclaimed " the unsearchable riches·
of Christ."

GRACE! What is grace 7 'Tis God's
free gift
Bestowed on rebel man;
'Tis eyes to see the magnitude
Of His' eternal plan.
'Tis ears to hear the mighty Voice,
" Come unto Me, and live! "
'Tis hands to grasp the "all things"
Within His power to give.
'ris feet to run in all the way
Of His divine commands;
To know that in my stead One
stood
To answer law-demands.
'Tis grace alone that teacheth us
The sweetness of His Word;
Constrains the tongue and pen alike
'fo glory in the Lord.

Whitby, April, 1885.

'Twa.s grace enabled saintly Paul
To bear the" thorn" and" cross";.
To count, for heavenly treasures,
.All other gain but dross.
Oh, for more grace! May it abound
Till life itself shall cease;
To lay my hand in Christ's to leadHe can but lead to peace.
Oh, for more grace! more of His·
strength,
In sorrows great or small !
To know each trouble worketh good,
And Jesus All in all.
Oh, for the grace-to follow those,
Thy saints gone on before,
Who in this fabric preached Thy
Word,
K ow praise Thee evermore!

M. L.

SYKES.

SATAN will not only discourage the awakened sinner, but those who
are specially interested in his welfare. Ministers who watch for souls
often have their zeal damped by discouragements, but the pent-up fire
again bursts forth in soldier-like spirit, with "None of these things
move me."

x

Q
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LIFE OF WILLIAM ROMAINE.
IN Bishop RYLE'S Christian Leaders of the Last Centm'y, there is an
interesting sketch of WIL~IAl\I ROMAINE, who was for many years
Rector of St. Anne's, Blackfriars.
It appears that Mr. RO~IAINE was born at Hartlepool, on September
25th, 1714, his .father being one of the French Protestants who took
refuge in England after the revocation of the Edict of Nantes. The
son of religious parents, ROl\IAINE was educated at a well-known grammar
school in Durham, and was afterwards sent to Oxford. He was
ordained deacon, at Hereford, in 1736, and priest in 1738.
His first curacy was at Banstead, near Epsom, where he remained
about ten years. It was here he became acquainted with a London alderman-Sir DANIEL LAMBERT, who lived in the parish, and was Lord
Mayor in 1741. Sir DANIEL had so good an opinion of ROIIIAINE that
he appointed him chaplain during his mayoralty, which brought him
into notice as a preacher at St. Paul's and in many other London pulpits.
He was rather young to occupy such a position,being only twentyseven when he preached at St. Paul's, as chaplain to the Lord Mayor, on
September 2nd, 1741. He is described as being, during 1748 and 1766,
"a bold and uncompromising preacher of Evangelical doctrine throughout the Metropolis," equalled by few then living.
The first position regularly occupied by ROMAINE in London was
that of lecturer at St. Botolph's, Billingsgate. He always regarded
canvassing as inconsistent with the vocation of a clergyman, and he
was not tempted to break his principles on this occasion, being introduced to the lectureship through the kindness of a friend.
In the year 1749, he was chosen lecturer of St. Dunstan's-in-theWest, and his right to the pulpit was soon disputed by the Rector.
The affair was at length carried into the Court of Queen's Bench, and
Lord MANSFIELD decided that RO!tIAINE was legally entitled to the lectiIreship, and that seven o'clock in the evening was a convenient time to
preach the lecture. Even then a petty persecution was kept up. The
churchw3lrdens refused to open the doors of the church till seven o'clock,
and to light it when there was occasion. The result was, that ROMAINE
frequently read prayers and preached by the light of a single candle,
which he held in his own hand. There "as usually a congregation
of people in Fleet Street waiting for admission: and, seeing this obstruction to the traffic, the Bishop of London (Dr. TERRICK), who was
passing one day, expressed great regret for the lecturer, and gave
instructions that the lecture should begin at six, the doors be opened
at the proper time, and lights provided in the winter season. ROMArN],;
held this lectureship henceforth undisturbed for forty-six years, though
it was only worth £18 a year. .
In the year 1750, ROMAINE was appointed assistant morning preacher
at St. George's, Hanover Square. His enthusiasm and outspokenness
attracted large crowds of hearers, and this, curiously enough, was the
cause of his dismissal. We have often heard of ministtrial resignationsin the Dissenting world, at any rate-through nOll-success in the pulpit,
but never in any denomination of a man being sent about his business
because he crowded his church with attentive listeners. But so it was
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with ROMAINE. The regular seat-holders took offence at the great
influx of visitors, and cQmplained that they were put to inconvenience.
Strong pressure, we are told, was brought to bear upon the Rector, and
he, willing to please the parishioners, gave RO~AINE notice to terminate
the engagement. RmuINE took his dismissal in the spirit of meekness;
and the author of the sketch rightly. observes that "a more discreditable affair than this probably never disfigured the parochial annals of
the diocese of London. An eminent and godly clergyman w~s removed
from his post because he attracted too many hearers! And yet" at
this very time, scores of clergymen in London churches were, no doubt,
preaching every week to empty benches, or .to congregations of half-adozen people, without anyone interfering with them." Among those
who strongly protested against the ejection was an old parishioner of
St. George's-the Earl of Northampton. During ROMAINE'S five years
at St. George's, Hanover Square, he occupied for a short time the
professorship of astronomy at Gresham College.
ROMAINE went from place to place, for two years being morning
preacher at St. Bartholomew the Great, near West Smithfield, until at
length he settled down as Rector of St. :Anne's, Blackfriars, in 1766.
In the meantime, he was constantly preaching charity sermons in London
churches, b~ing largely sought after for that purpo~e. He occasionally
preached before the University of Oxford, but, having given offence
by his dor.trinal views in a sermon on "The Lord our Righteousness,"
he was never aHowed again to enter the University pulpit. He
subsequently became a domestic chaplain to Lady HUNTINGDON, to
whom he was finally indebted for his appointment to the Rectory of
St. Anne's, Blackfriars.
The patronage of the united parish of St. Andrew-by-the-Wardrobe
with St. Anne's, Blackfriars, is vested in the Lord Chancellor and the
parishioners alternately; and, when Mr. RmLuNE was introduced, it was
the parishioners' turn to appoint the Rector. It appeared that at
least two-thirds of the parishioners were in favour of Mr. ROMAINE,
and, though he refused to canvass for himself, his interest was warmly
supported by Lady HUNTINGDON, Mr. THoRNToN, and Mr. MAcLA:-,r.
~otwithstanding this, the election was hotly contested, and was followed
by a poll, a scruJ:iny, and an appeal to the Court of Chancery.
A curious story is told of the election. A publican in the parish
was one of Mr. ROMAINE'S most ardent supporters and canvassers. At'
first no one could understand the reason; but, when Mr. ROMAINE
called and thanked the publican, he replied, "Indeed, sir, I am more
indebted to you than you to me, for you have made my wife, who
was one of the worst, the best woman in the world."
Mr. ROMAI:-,rE did not talre to the Church as others might take to more
mundane occupations. He felt and was oppressed by the great responsibility of his office, and said, "I am frightened to think of watching
over two or three thousands when it is work enough to watch over one."
At another.time, he said, "I can see nothing before me, so long as breath
is in my body, but war, and that with unreasonable men, a divided
parish, an angry clergy,· and a wicked world, all to be resisted and
overcome."
ROMAINE, as Rector of a London parish, became a rallying-point for
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all in London who loved Evangelical truth in the Ohurch of England;
and the goo,d he did at Blackfriars, though less showy, is spoken of
as being more solid and permanent than the good he did all the' rest
of his life. He put the fabric' of his church in good repair, built a
parsonagll, and made the parochial schools thoroug;hly efficient. Preaching; visiting, writiing for the press, or corresponding with the many
who asked his advice, occupied nearly all his time to hi.s life's end.'
OADOGAN, speaking of ROMAINE, says-" His hour of breakfast was
six in the morning; of dinner, half-past one in the afternoon; and of
supper,' seven in the evening. His family were assembled, to prayer at
nine o'clock in the morning, 'and at the same hour at night. From ten
o'clock to one, he was generally employed visiting the sick and his
friends."
ROMAINE died on July 26th, 1795, the last sermon he preached
being on the preceding Thursday evening, at St. Dunstan's. His concluding sermon at Blackfriars was on the preceding Tuesday morning,
the text being, "Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord
pitieth them that fear Him."
Tt appears that, at eighty-one, ROl\fAINE was preaching at least three
da,)'" :t week. If his life had been a battle, he at least died in peace,.
his last words being, "He is a predous Saviour to me now."
His funeral was conducted with unusual civic honour.
". At the
foot of Blackfriars Bridge, the City Marshals were waiting, with their
men, in black silk scarves and hat-bands, and rode before the hearse
to the entrance of the church. They had been ordered out by the
Lord Mayor, as his token of respect for the memory of a man whose
character had stood so high in the City of London. Thus went to
his long home, on August 3rd, 1795, amidst every outward mark of
respect and affection, the venerable Rector of Blackfriars." -Oity PTess,
Wednesday, April 8th, ·1885.

MARTIN L UTHER.
THE annexed is one of the most faithful 18 timonies, in regard to LUTHER,
we ever remember to have met with :"No man ever lived whose whole hear and soul and life have been
laid l)~re as his have been to the eyes of mankind. Open as the sky,
bold and fearless as the storm, he gave utterance to all his feelings, all
his thoughts. He knew nothing of reser e; and the impression he produced on his hearers and friends was such that they were anxious to
treasure up every word that dropped from his pen or his lips. And
how has he come out of the trial 7 Through the power of faith, under
the guardian care of his heavenly Master, he was enabled to stand
through life, and still he stands, and will continue to stand, firmly
rooted in the love of all who really know him."-Anhdeacon HaTe,
"ll1issions of the CornfoTteT," n., 877.
TEMPORAL calamities are no proof of God's anger, any more than
.outward prosperity is a proof of His favour.--Wakeling.
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OUR' GOOD AND GRACIOUS GOD!
WHATEVER may be the opposition of the worldly and the carnal, we
are determined, the Lord being our Helper, to speak well of His
ever-blessed and adorable name. He is worthy of all praise. Well
indeed may the prophet Micah exclaim, "Who is a God like unto
Thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the
remnant of His heritage ~ He retaineth not His anger for ever, because
He delighteth in mercy" (Micah vii. 18).
Doubtless, if the Psalmist were alive now, and, in these last days
of rebuke and blasphemy, were to say, "Come and hear, all ye that
fear God, and I will declare to you what He hath done for my soul,"
he would be pronounced as a great egotist. But such were the Lord's
dealings with the Psalmist, and such, more or less, are His dealings
with His people, that neither he nor they can refrain from testifying
of His wondrous works. "Out of the abundance of the heart the
mouth must speak."
How, throughout Old Testament Scripture
especially, was the recording the Lord J ehovah's acts enjoined upon the
people.
How were they exhorted and commanded to proclaim to
their children and their children's children what the Lord had been to
and done for their fathers. And
" Why should the wonders God hath wrought
Be lost in silence and forgot?"

Ah! why indeed

~

" My soul,' repeat His praise
Whose mercies are so great;
Whose anger is so slow to rise,
So ready to abate.'"
.

In another page we have stated somewhat of our anxiety, in prospect
of our recent London engagement. Perhaps a little light may be thrown
upon that anxiety if we mention a simple fact. When we used to dread
the crossing and re-crossing the Irish Channel (as it was generally
boisterous weather when we did so), we were once asked if we felt
nervous in the train. "Oh, no," was the reply; "the faster they go
the better." After, however, leaving Ireland, upon a certain railway
journey, whilst making up for loss of time, the carriages oscillated so
fearfully that a sudden terror seized us, and, for months afterwards,
it was with the utmost hesitation and reluctance we from time to time
stepped into a train; so that the Lord seemed to say to us, in connection with the fact to which we have referred, "Don't think of
being independent of Me, whilst travelling, although you have ceased
to cross the Irish Channel." Mor\lover, upon a subsequent occasion,
a sudden jerk, in crossing the points at one of the stations, so affected
the alr..eady enfeebled heart's action as to completely lay one aside.
These things may well be spoken of, as reminders of our ever continuous limd uninterrupted dependence upon Him " in whom we live anu
move and have our being."
Men in general are so disposed to take things for granted, or as a
matter of course, that they may well be told of their momentary need
of divine guardianship and guidance. Yet, alas! in the face of, the
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events which ,are constantly occurring, as illustrative of that need, how
little are men affected by it! In the so sudden removal by death of
the Lord Mayor or Chief Magistrate of the most important city in the
world, and that in consequence of having simply taken a cold, tluough
a temporary exposure to the long-prevailing easterly winds, what
another world-wide lesson is set before the community at large!
It does, therefore, behove us, in every possible way, to testify of the
indispensable need of the Lord's watchful eye and gracious care and
keeping; and, His grace enabling us, we will speak of Him. His
condescension and gracious and loving interest shall be our theme.
Yea, under the continuous realization of creature helplessness and fleshand-blood powerlessness, we will seek to rejoice in "His strength as
made perfect in our weakness." ,Ve will pray for grace, in order that
we may "glory in our infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest
upon us"; for "when we are weak, then are we strong; strong in the
Lord, and in the power of His might."
"My soul shall make her
boast in the Lord," said the Psalmist; "the humble shall hear thereof,
and be glad." His grace enabling us, we will do the same; for "the
Lord is our Rock; He is our Defence"; and, of His mercy, we trust
we "shall not be greatly moved."
We are increasingly anxious to exhort and encourage our readers to
seek to bring their little, as well as their larger, matters before the
mercy-seat. There is nothing that the Lord regards-high and holy,
great and glorious, as He is-as beneath His notice. On the contrary,
sure we are that the more minute and apparently least important
those things about which we consult and inquire of Him, the more we
glorify Him in so doing; and why 1 Because thereby, on the one
hand, we practically acknowledge our own weakness, ignorance, ancI
incompetency; and, on the other, as practically acknowledge likewise
our belief in His divine omniscience and almighty power. Could the
Lord Himself have more fully testified of this fact than when He said
that" not a' sparrow falleth to the ground without His knowledge,"
and that "the very hairs of our head were all numbered" 1
. 'Vell, now, dear reader, take as an example of these facts the
following.
.
We have often remarked that the Lord's mercies are not only most
suitable, and blessedly adapted to our necessities, but that they are likewise so timely in their bestowment. They are given just when and
where they are needed-the right thing, at the right time, and in the
right place. Hence they bespeak the wisdom, as well as the condescension, the goodness, the mercy, the loving-kindness and Fatherly compassion of the Bestower. And when we think, moreover, of the universality of these bestowments-that precisely the same kind of tbing is
going on throughout the length and breadth of tbe habitable globethat there is no child of the Most Higb, however remote or obscure his
position, that can by any possibility be overlooked or forgotten or forsaken of Him-oh, what a God! How good, and how gracious, and
how wonderful do all these things prove that God to be!
We have already touched upon what were our own deep and
anxious exercises, in prospect of our long-standing engagement. Age
and increased infirmities may, in some degree, account for this.
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Natural temperament and the shrinking from publicity were additional
reasons. ITpon the long-anticipated morning, we found among our letters
the following:.
BELOVED DR. DOUDNEY,-We also have a desire to "help together by
prayer for you" ; and we ask great things for you of the great God. May
His ., everlastin~ arms be underneath you, and preserve thy going out and
thy coming in." When thinking of and pleading for you, these lines were
so sweet" As helpless as a child who clings
Fast to his fat.her's arm,
And casts his weakness on the strength
That keeps him safe from harm" So I, my Father, cling to Thee,
And thus I, every hour,
Would link my earthly feebleness
To Thine almighty power."
"Lean hard," dear brother! He can bear the whole weight of your weakness and prostration, and will make you strong in His strength.
l\1any are pleading for you that this engagement may have His signal
blessing.
Yours most affectionately in Him,
Wisbeach, April 7th, 1885.
MARY A. GROOM.

Nothing could have been more timely nor welcome.
Instantly the
mind was set musing upon long-gone-by scenes. Vividly was brought
before us the fact that, within two or three months of four-and-forty
years ago, we paid our second visit to Bristol, to one of our first
Magazine correspondents, the late beloved MARy ANNE WAY.
We
tarried a night at Bath, on our retmn, and had a season of real spiritual
enjoyment with om late friend and brother, the Rev. J:' A. W ALLINGER,
and some of his devoted people. But, soon after taking the train for
London, in the morning, the enemy came in like a flood, taunting us with
the suggestion that we had only the gift of a Balaam-" a word in the
mmdh," but not in the Ma1·t. The conflict was intense-the season one
of greatest anguish. Arriving at our office-the old "City Press,"
Long Lane, Aldersgate Street, the site of the present Metropolitan
Station-we fonnd in waiting, or shortly after our arrival, one of the old
correspondents of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. He had come to talk with
and test the mere stripling who had been induced to venture upon
taking up the pen so recently laid down by one who had used it to
~uch purpose, and with so much power and skill, for well-nigh fourand.forty- years.
In the few introductory remarks made by the aged
~tranger, he seemed to imply doubts and misgivings as to the real
spiritual teaching and heartfelt experience of the venerable Editor's
:successor. The hinting at these misgivings touched sensitively and
tenderly.
The immediate response was, a declaration of what the
anguish he was at the time bbouring unier, from the dark and
gloomy fears that his was only the gift of a Balaam. In return for
r,he expression of this dread apprehension, a spirit of sympathy and
brotherly love and fellowship instantly took possession of the previously
hesitating and doubting one; and from that moment a friendship was
That aged one was
formed and intensified to the day of his death.
the late JA1\fES GROOM, the writer of "Wilderness Mercies," a succession
of papers that first appeared in this :Magazine, and more recently in

;~I
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the Zion's Witness.
The writer of the letter just quoted as above is
the long and so severely afflicted daughter of this highly-favourecl
,seryant of the Lord. For some. fiv~-and-thirty years, er thereabouts,
this beloved and but too-occasional correspondent has been so specially
among those of whoin the Lord says, as He did of Paul, "I will
show him how great things he shall suffer for My sake." So intense
have been her sufferings that, of late years, it is only most rarely we
receive even a pencilled line from her. Hence· we were the more
agreeably surprised-yea, almost astounded-when we once more saw
her welcome handwriting, for we really knew not but that she had been
called home ere this. We will leave our readers, therefore, to judge
of our feelings at receiving her loving epistle at snch a juncture, and
just as we were about to traverse the same line of railway wherl',
nearly four-and-forty years ago, we were the subject of such intense
heart-travail.
Is not the foregoing, therefore, another of the many proofs that 'our
blessed Lord and Master "remembers us in our low estate, for His
mercy endureth for ever" 1 Is it not another precious indication of
that kindness and Fatherly consideration which prompted Him, in days
of old, to declare, "I know the thoughts that I think towards thee;
thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give thee an expected end" 1
A WORD BY THE WAY.-THE LORD'S TENDER
DEALINGS.
In commenting, on another page, upon our recent preaching engagement in London, we have in substance said that possibly the Apostle's
words were verified in our case, "Death worketh ill us, but life in you."
We thank God for the many testimonies since received in confirmation
of this fact. To His great name be all the praise.
Now, as in all human probability, and from the very nature of
things, our time is short, we are anxious to leave upon record our
humble testimony as to the Lord's marvellous condescension, goodness,
and mercy. Knowing only too well our infirmity of intense sensitiveness, and instant recognition of the very semblance of restlessness
or inattention upon the part of even a solitary hearer, we had pleade.l
with the Lord that, whilst occupying a strange pulpit, there might be
nothing to distract or disturb. How mercifully did the Lord heell
that petition, for there was riot ,the veriest sign of indifference or
want of interest.
We may here state-and we do so to the honour of our blesse,l
Lord and Master-in pitifulness and compassion for our manifol.l
weaknesses and infirmities, the Lord has uniformly given us such all
orderly and attentive congregation, that no stranger ever occupies the
pulpit of St. Luke's without commenting upon the fact. We are
thankful for this, and we repeat, we, ascribe it entirely to the good.
ness and tender mercy of our God; for, in proof of what would be
the effect of an opposite line of things, we will candidly state the
following. vVe returned home the day after preaching in London; and,
at our usual social quarterly tea-meeting' of the Sunday School
teachers, a day or two after, whilst giving a simple address, we
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mistook su;kness for sleep upon the part of one of the teachers (a
truly amiable and well-conducted young person). To our deep afterregret, we stopped whilst speaking, and begged that ." the sleeper," as
we thought, might be aroused. Thus it will be seen what poor
creatures we are in ourselves, as well as our absolute dependence upon
the Lord; and what a debt of gratitude we owe to Him for His marvellous condescension, goodness, and mercy in such numberless ways.
Most thankful were we at receiving the following :"The testimony was just what I did expect from your heart and
lips-the pure, unmixed, unmutilated Gospel of the grace of God.
There, surrounded by real lovers of the real truth, brought by a real
servant of the living God, I felt that He Himself was in our midst,
and that it was good to be there, for it was the very gate of heaven.
"How sweet it would have been, as you observed, to have passed
from thence into His immediate presence-to see Him face to face!
"I was glad to get the warm grasp of your hand at the foot of the
pulpit stairs, after the service.
"I trust that you have experienced journeying mercies, and have
reached your home in health and safety, and that, if it please our
Father, we may meet again under like circumstances; if not, then in
"Yours affectionately in Christ Jesus,
glory.
"Whitby, April 12th, 1885.
"M. L. SYKES."
Ah! yes, dear sister, to have been caught up there and then would
have been a privilege indeed! One moment speaking of Him, the next
to Him. It has been our all-prevailing wish for many years. But for
the sake of survivors, we should rejoice beyond expression in the being
spared the ordeal of sickness, suffering, and all the usual attendants
and forerunners of the passage out of this vale of tears. 'Ve regret that
we did not catch your name at the time of which you speak. What a
meeting and what a greeting will that be, when we reach "the rest
that remains," and sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in
the kingdom of our God and Father! Notwithstanding the cloud
which had been upon one's heart just previously, when giving out and
uniting in that hearty song of praise, "The Abba Hymn," we did
indeed feel it to be a most blessed season-a very heaven upon earth.
Oh, how sweet, dear sister, are those lines" For ever to behold Him shine,
For evermore to call Him mine,
And see Him still before me ;
For ever on His face to gaze,
And meet His full-assembled rays,
While all the Father He displays
To all the saints in glory !

" But how must His celestial voice
Make my enraptured heart rejoice,
When I in glory hear Him!
While I before the heavenly gate
For everlasting entrance wait,
And Jesus, on His throne of state,
Invites me to come near Him!

" Not all things else are half so dear
As His delightful presence here;
What must it be in heaven 1
'Tisheaven on earth to hear Him
say,
As now I journey day by day,
, Poor sinner, cast thy fears away;
Thy sins are all forgiven! '

" 'Come in, thou blessed; sit by Me ;
With My own life I ransomed thee;
Come, taste My perfect favour;
Come in, thou happy spirit, come;
Thou now shalt dwell with Me at
home;
Ye blissful mansions,mak~him room,
For he· must stay for ever.' "
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Wo don't wish. to play the coward, but, on the contrary, to be
enabled patiently to say, "All the days of my appointed time will I
wait, till my change come." Notwithstanding, however, there are times
and seasons when we cannot but long for home. Hence, we at least
mentally exclaim" Musing on my habitation,
Musing on my heavenly home,
Fills my soul with holy Jonging ;
Come, Lord Jesus, quickly come!
Vanity is all I see;
Lord, I long to be with Thee."

ANOTHER LESSON.
ANOTHER 1 Yes, another; and doubtless so it will be to the elldlesson upon lesson, lesson upon lesson. Always something new.; fresh
light; new discoveries; but the issue will ever be yet additional and
abundant reason to acknowledge and admire the wisdom, the goodness, the love, and superabounding grace and mercy of Him who" rests
in His love," "hates putting away," and who is "the same yesterday,
and to-day, and for ever."
The reader, however, probably asks, "But what about the fresh
lesson 1" 'vVell, we will endeavour to say.
As our readers are aware, we had be:ore us an engagement hanging
over us for many weeks. We cannot say that it was self-imppsed.
It was brought about in a way that appeared to us to savour of a
power altogether apart from ourselves. To us it seemed to imply a
Divine Hand appointing and regulating the movements. Hence our
fear to resist or decline, in spite of what we foresaw would be both
the effort and the exercise. As the time drew near, what that exercise-yea, what the intense conflict-no words can express. Suffice it,
the weakness and helplessness of the veriest babe was felt. It seemed
as though one had never previously been called to go forth into active
service. The" 'Vho am I, that I should go 1" was the uppermost
thought and the foremost inquiry; and yet the love-whispers and the
sweet, gentle persuasions were most marked-yea, so much to the
purpose that there was a certain fear of grasping them, lest, from
their very suitableness and exact adaption, they had been self-chosen
and self-applied. The result, however, proved that the gentleness and
the softness should by no means be despised, but rather let watchfulness for confirmation thereof be sought. Be it remembered that it
was not "the great and strong wind that rent the mountains," nor the
earthquake, nor the fire, that brought forth the prophet from his
hiding-place to answer the inquiry, " What doest thou here, Elijah 1 "
but the "still, small voice!" This the dear exercised ones of the houseThat testimony may
hold of faith should seek never to overlook.
well -be treasured up as a precious pattern of the Lord's dealings"Thy gentleness hath made me great." Ah! yes, His" gentleness"His" gentleness "-is a sweet theme. Mark, reader, the Lord's" gentle"
appeal, notwithstanding all J anah's frowardness-yea, his wicked
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wishes-" Doest thou well to be angry, J onah ~ " Oh, what volumes
are contained in that appeal and its conuection!
But to return. The time of the long-standing engagement drew nigh,
and, as already intimated, the nearer the approach, the more intenRe
the conflict and the more ardent the importunity. Notwithstanding,
however, there came, in the course of the appointed readings for the
day, words so suitable and precious that one could but mentally
exclaim, "Lord, be it unto me according to Thy word." Take, for
example, on the morning of "the day"-the anxious day-in our
Portion-Book was this passage,-" Heal me, 0 Lord, and I shall be
healed; save me, and I shall be saved; for Thou art my praise J, (Jer.
xvii. 14); followed by" A guilty, weak, and helpless worm,
On Thy kind arms I fall ;
Be Thou my strength and righteousness,
My Jesus and my All."

Reader, what, think you, could have been more suitable for oUt'
then state of mind than the above ~ Then, in the other Portion-book
which we are in the habit of reading, morning by morning, was the
following"Fear not: for I have redeemed thee" (Isa. xliii. 1).
"Fear not; for thou shalt not be ashamed: neither be thou COllfounded; for thou shalt not be put to shame" (Isa. liv. 4).
Now, among the pleadings at the throne, day and night, had been,
that one might not be put to shame, for to trust to self in any degree
whatever, as to past experience, knowledge, or attainments, was felt to
be utterly to no purpose. One well knew that certain physical attacks
of head or heart would obscure or set aside any reserve or store in a
moment. There. were additional facts which sweetly fell in or cooperated with what has already been named. One, for example, was
a precious letter, by the morning post, from a belov~d sister in the
faith from whom we had not heard for a considerable time. Nay, we
were not aware but she had been called home, having been sorely
afflicted for some five-and-thirty years. The tone of her letter proved
that she and others were remembering us at a throne of grace. The
day of our engagement had been upon her heart, as well as upon the
hearts of others.
Hence, at this juncture, how sweet was felt to be
the fellowship of saints-the weeping and the rejoicing together!
But we must hasten, as we want to get to our lesson. The dreaded
journey (after our former accident, from the effects of which we have
not wholly recovered) being over, we at length found ourselves within
the precincts of the church, rendered sacred by such special memories.
But what was bur surprise when, instead of realizing the sweetness, the
mellowness, the savour, the unction, we had hoped for, there was the
greatest dearth of S01bl! Through the kindness of the present Rector,
we spent a little time alone in the blessed ROMAINE'S own study, whence,
from time to time, from bowing the knee at the mercy-seat, talking
to the Lord about the people, he went at once before the people to
talk to them about the Lord. After this little interval, we found· ourselves seated within the communion-rails, where he and other dear
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servants of the Lord had, from time to time, been seated likewise.
'There had sat TOPLADY, and WHITFIELD, and HAWKER, and SAUNDERS,
.as well as the immortal ROMAINE himself. "And did. you not feel how
sacred the spot ~~' ib may be asks the reader; "and was not your
. mind imbued with. a holy solemnity and a dew and a savour?" Alas!
alas! 'indeed it 'lEaS not.
On the contrary-we blush to own it, but
we will honestly acknowledge it-we felt so cold, so lifeless, so ind'ijferent,
.that we mentally exclaimed, "What does it mean ~ Why this coldness
and lifelessness ~ Has the Lord, after all, brought me he1'e to. pUb me
to shame~ Have I, after all, been under a mistaken influence ~ Am
I presently to be seized, in ·that pulpit, with one of my attacks of
giddiness 1 'What can it all mean ~ "
In that state of mind we ascended those .stairs,' and entered that
pulpit, and stood before .the people; and though, in talking to them,
-we did not realize the sweetness and the power and the unction which
we love to experience, still, of the Lord's great mercy, we had some;thing to say, and were not left of Him, blessed be His name, although
we had secretly been contending with Him for not causing us to feel
.and enjoy more. Yes, we fretted against the Lord.
But now mark, dear reader, in giving out, verse by verse, the last
hymn-that precious" Abba" hymn of the beloved Dr. HAWKER-sung
as it was there and then with such heartiness by the whole congregation to one of the dear old tunes, the savour and the power and
the blessedness were such that it was with the utmost difficulty we
could restrain our emotion. The season was sweet, precious, memorable
;indeed. We felt it to be' what we had just before been describing as
realized by him who had been caught up on high-taken home-from
that very pulpit, finding it in very deed to be "none other than the
house of God, and the very gate of heaven." Oh, it was a never;to-be-forgotten season-precious, yea, most precious !
Listen to the language, dear reader" Hence, through all our changing seasons,
Trouble, sorrow, sickness, woe,
Nothing changeth God's affection "-

tl" No, not even thy fretfulness and murmuring and rebellion," mentally
-we exclaimedJ" Nothing cha~geth God's affection,
Abba's love will bring us through."

And then, oh, how sweet-how: precious-how powerful-came the
words"Soon shall all Thy blood-bought children
Round Thy throne their anthems raise;
And,' in songs of rich salvation,
Shout to Abba endless praise"!

vVe repeat, dear reader, it was a precious season, We felt we should
like to have been caught up on high, from that very spot, as the
aforenamed Mr. SAUNDERS had been.
"But where was the lesson ~" asks the r@.ader. 'Why, here. Had
the Lord indulged us at first as He did at last, we should, in all human

7Yze Gospel Magazine.

317

probability, have been completely overcome, and been ata perfect- lossto express ourselves. "Ve should have been, as it; were, choked forutterance. Then, as far as words were concerned, it would have been
a lost season to the hearers; whereas, perhaps, and for ought we'
know to the contrary, whilst, according to the then present feeling,
there was death working in ~bS, there was life working in them,. for we
have commonly found that, when we have felt most, the hearers havefelt least.
But here was an additional lesson, and a most important lesson, too,
especially in the times and under the circumstanc~s in 'Yhich we
live. It was the lesson-the great lesson-of FAITH, as being so'
essential and all-important in the things of God; not sight nor sense:
not the tangible nor the visible; not the human nor the carnal. Oh, no ;but it was another phase of the great lesson, "looking not at thethings which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for thethings which are seen are temporal, whilst the things that are not seen
are eternal."
What a practical rebuke, therefore, are such lessons to the practicesand the customs-yea, to the too common order of the day-of seeking
to bring the spiritual and the divine and the supernatural down to
the mere finite aud fleshly mind and will and understanding of the
creature as such! By pomp, or show, or figure, or representation,
reducing, so to speak, the heavenly and the spiritual and the divine to
the comprehension of the creature; accommodating, as it were, thesupernatural and unseen to the puny-mindedness of the worldly, the
carnal, the spiritually non-quickened-yea, the "dead in trespasses and
in sins."
Another lesson, moreover, have we been taught by the circumstances
to which we have referred. It has been a life-long wish with us to
visit the Holy Land. How have we longed personally to follow the
spots rendered so sacred by the feet of the Man of Sorrows! How
ardently h!1ve we desired to venture within the solemn precincts of
Gethsemane; to contemplate in actual gaze even Golgotha; to linger
by the waters of Galilee, and tread in silent but adoring wonder the
road to Bethany! But ah! in all human probability, did we find ourselves at Jerusalem, Bethlehem, or any of the spots once rendered so
sacred and so sublime by the actual presence of Jesus, we should find
matters even worse. If we lacked feeling and savour and power wherethe servants of the Master had ministered, it is more than probable
that the greater disparity between ourselves and that blessed Master
Himself would render us even more supine, more callous, more
indifferep-t.
Oh, then, do not these facts pro,e the fallacy of such attempts aspilgrimages, or the like ~ Who that knows somewhat of his own heart,
in the deceitfulness and treachery of that heart, but plust feel how utterly
beyond his power is true spiritual worship ~ Means which the Lord
has appointed may strictly be adopted; but how do the true Spirittaught and Spirit.led feel the utter inefficiency of those means, divinely
ordained as they may have been, unless the Lord the Spirit put forth
His own energizing power in and with them. He, and He only, can
practically answer the momentous question, "Can these bones live ~ ,,-
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Ah! he who knows the vital distinction between the form and the
power, the mere name to live whilst still dead, but understands only
too personally and practically, with respect to true spiritual worship,

that" In vain we tune our fonnal songs;

In vain we strive to rise;
Hosannahs languish on our tongues,
And our devotion dies."
Alas! alas! how sad is the contemplation of the mockery in the
.assumed worship of thousands and tens of thousands, in the recent season
of so·called Lent! Mortification of the flesh has been adopted-privations
and penances have been observed-the mis-named "highest act of
Christian worship" ,scrupulously followed even again. and again and
again upon the self-same day; the most rigid" will-worship" adhered
to with an immense amount of apparent creature self-sacrifice; whilst
underneath, self-satisfaction and Pharisaic pride have been operating in
the most treacherous and delusive manner. The merely human has
been substitlited for the divine " fleshly feelings have been regarded as
spiritual sorrow. And what b1l.s been the issue ~ Scarcely have these
Lental days, with all their pretentious sanctity, passed away, ere the
fasting has turned to feasting; the penances to pleasure-taking; the
formal retreating from the world to the more marked return to and
revelling in the world; as though vital godliness were limited to
merely certain times and seasons, and the "denying self, taking up
the cross, and following .Christ," the" coming out from the world, being
separate, and touching not the unclean thing," were restricted to
certain times and seasons, and were not of continuous and uninterrupted
application.
'
.
We can only add, with respect to all such assumed and pretentious
devotion, spreading as, alas! it is yet more and more widely and
rlestructively, "0 my soul, come not thou into their secret; unto their
assembly, mi!,1e honour, be not thou united. "
SOW THE SEED AND LEAVE RESULTS.
How very plain is the instruction left upon record, with respect to the
nse of the means which have been divinely appointed! Take, for
example, Ecclesiastes xi. 6-" In the morning sow thy seed, n,nd in the
evening withhold not thine hand: for thou knowest not whether shall
prosper, either this or that, or whether they both shall be alike good."
How little do we know when and where such seed shall take root, spring
up, and bring forth fruit to the praise and glory of the Great Husbandman'!
III a letter just received from New York, the aged writer says;"I often meet you and other writers of the GOSPEL nhGAZINE in
spirit and fellowship in the things of Christ, and have often been
helped forward in the path of trial and temptation through the encour·
agement received thereby.
"The stewardess of the steamship Egyptian lv!onarch (which will leave
New York on the 28th February) requests me to say that she has
received much spiritual benefit from your writings."
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Now, how little did we expect to receive such a testimony from
such a source! Hence we learn that the Lord has His dear children
scattered here and there, filling this or that position in their day
and generation.
Should any of our readers be passing between
Liverpool and New York, or vice vena; we hope they will bear in
mind the stewardess of the Egyptian MonaTch, should they, in the
providence of God, take their passage on board the said ship. .The
fact thus communicated in regard to the stewardess will make us
additionally interested and llolicitous on behalf of those" who go down
to the sea in ships, and do business in great waters." As a rule, we
feel intensely for them, as of a night we listen to the howling of the
tempest, and contemplate their so exposed and perilous position. Sure
we are that such are entitled to our deepest sympathies, especially when
we consider that their self-denying services are rendered so largely. for
our benefit and advantage. What should we do, in this so thickly
populated kingdom, without the produce of foreign countries ~
Our unknown, yet well-known, correspondent continues :" You are nearly four years younger than I am ; and, although I have
been apparently at death's door, my health, through the tender mercy
of the Lord, is now very good. I know that my life will be preserved
till God's appointed time to remove me from this body of death, and
from a world lying in wickedness. Be it longer or shorter, I trust all
will be well j and, although we have never seen each other in the
flesh, I enjoy the blessed hope that we shall together see Jesus as
He is, and be for ever like Him, aud spend a happy eternity in
singing the praises of Him who 'washed us from our sins in His own
blood.'
"I hope that Mr. SAUNDERS' health is improving. I pray that, if it
be the Lord's will, He will bring him forth from his present affliction
with rich blessings of grace, and renewed strength and vigour for His
service. The Lord seems to be gathering many of His highly-favoured
servants, as sheaves in His heavenly garner, from the storms, tempests,
and tribulations' which are evidently approaching, for the purification
of His Church from her Babylonish defilements.
"Dear brother, you know from sad, yet gracious experience, how much
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus is needed for one to stand unmoved in
defence of the precious truths of the Gospel, in this day of abounding
error. Our safety is in Christ, our Ark, in whom we are preserved unto
life eternal. When all the raging waves and billows of God's wrath, and
all the enmity of the devil and wicked men, beat upon Him, they could
do nothing against God's purpose-to bring Christ forth a mighty
Conqueror over sin, death, and hell. And, having wrought out in
our nature a full and complete salvation in our room and stead, He
now triumphantly appears before God the Father as our great High
Priest and Intercessor, and pleads our cause against all. our inbred and
uutward foes.
"Take courage, dear brother! Let come what will, God will supply
all your lack from the riches of His grace in Christ Jesus. You have
been severely tried, and have always found Christ a present Help in
every time of .need, and 'with Him there is neither variableness, nor
shadow of turning.'
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"May God grant all His dear children faith to 'cleave unto Him with
full. purpose of heart,' and so be enabled to stand in His strength
agamst the combined force which seems preparing, if possible, to overthrow the strongholds of truth. But that is impossible, for God is
King in Zion, and rules by His power for ever. The salvation of His
Church is secured in the maintenance of His own honour and glorya firm foundation, against which the gates of hell shall never prevail.
"May the Lord give you an abundant assurance of His love, and enable
you to wax strong in spirit, in defence of the glorious truths of the
Gospel, and your loins girt with truth, and your feet 'shod with the
preparation of the Gospel of peace,' prays your sister in the unity of
the Spirit and the love of Christ,
"LOUISA MOORE."
SONGS OF THE WILLOW; OR, POETICAL PRAYERS
FOR THE WEAK IN FAITH.
PRAYER FOR REPENT_.u~CE.
" Except ye repent, ye shall likewise pei'ish." -JESUS.
Jesus, gracious Teacher,
Thou alone canst freely give
Godly sorrow, true repentance,
Make the heart to feel and live.

HOLY

Many, Lord, are clear in knowledge,
And of doctrines well can talk;
But Thy Word demands repentance,
Childlike faith and humble walk.
Many rest in empty notions;
Others cry, "Repent I Repent!"
But, alas! they seldom mention
Whence must come the grace -and
strength.
Weep, ye sinners! see the Saviour!
Let your sins be truly felt;
"Lord," exclaims the burdened sinner,
"Make this cold, hard heart to
melt I"
Lord, of old, when cried Thine Israel,
Thou didst look, and set them free;
Thou didst look upon the Egyptiaus;
O'er them rolled the vengeful sea.
Thou didst look on him who sold
Thee,
But from sin he would not part;
Thou didst look on sinning Peter,
And that love-look broke his heart.
Brighton.

Many cry when Thou dost bind
themCry and curse when hope hath fled;
Hearts may weep with guilt and
horror
Which f~r sin have never bled.
Lord, may guilt and wrath and terror
Tear, distract, and wound the mind,
Where there is no true repentance,
Such as leaves no sting behind.
May I weep, yet weep unheeded 1
Cry and groan, unheard of Thee?
Live and die yet unbefriended ;
All my tears offensive be 1
Oh, Thou gracious, loving Saviour,
Guide me by Thine own sweet
light;
Grant me grace that I may know Thee,
Weep, and pray, and seek aright!
'Tis while faith beholds Thee dying
We alone shall rightly weep.
Hate both sin as well as torment,
Humble, contrite, at Thy feet.
Lord, that faith I pray Thee give me;
It will melt the heart 'of stone;
Fill me with true love and freedom,
As I rest in Thee alone.
·W. POOLE BALFERN.

THE least drop of life is a foretaste of the eternal ocean. We not
only drink together with Ohrist~ but out of the same cup, too.
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THE "WAYSIDE NOTES" WRITER TO HIS
CORRESPONDENTS.
To HENRY ·WINTERS, WEST TROY, D.S.A.
I AM indebted to you for :1 beautiful cabinet portrait of the late Rev.
N. A. FISH, of Albauy. Some years ago, I was presented by the
members of my Bible Class with a valuable album, which I reserve f07'
men of t1'Uth. I have placed dear Mr. FISH'S photograph in a prominent
position. I had no idea he was a man advanced in years. What a
loss he must be to the Church and little colony of hungry ones by
~.vholn you are connected! It is mysterious, but God seems gathering
to Himself His "sk'l,ndard-bearers," while so many useless lives are
spared. But, as He tells us, "My thoughts are not as your thoughts,
neither are your ways My ways, saith the Lord." All must be well
and right that He does, although we cannot now understand the why
and the wherefore of His dealings. Sincerely do I trust it may please
Him to fulfil His promise, " And I will give you a pastor acco~'ding to
Mine heart., who shall feed yOll with knowledge and understanding."
I am also indebted to you for many 'of the dear departed one's sermons,
and this morning's pust brings "Dottings from Texts," which I shall
read with pleasure.
To L. H--, OF GOUGH ROAD, EDGBASTON.
You ask me to write an article upon this "Faith Healing of the
Salvation Army."
The pressure upon me at this time forbids it, but
I may say that I have no doubt it is the old game revived of playing
upon the feelings of patients affii0ted with nervous complaints, and
who are frequently benefited by any mental stimulant or excitement.
We say the old game, for, in 1721, much of the same scenes as those
recorded during the hst few weeks at Hanley were witnessed; and sixty
or seventy years ago, a young religious enthusiast created great excitement., owing to his supposed miraculous power in healing the sick.
His cases, like those at Hauley, were mostly young females of great.
nervous susceptibility, whose cures were easily explicable, according to
principles known in every medical practice. And, to my mind, the
laying on of hands, and the anointing, and the shouting, to give the
appearance of an assumption of power on the part of a fellow-man
which he does not possess, is unscriptural and ·delusive. To attempt
to advance true religion by such means is not of God.
It may be remembered by some of our readers that, about May,
1883, I wrote an article upon "The Salvation Army." This was not
done without study and research, and I have been lately struck with
this fact-that the views I then propounded have been arrived at by
the members of Convocation, who have pronounced the following
emphatic verdict upon the Salvation Army-" Although Convocation
admits that good has been done by the Army in regard to temperance, it believes that, on the wI:ole, its work has "been n, failurE'. It
has made a great noise, produced great irreverence, ;;aused religion to
Y
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be lightly esteemed, and done mischief bi confounding religion with
unnatural excitement."
Oh, dear friend, may we be delivered from such vagaries, and may our religion be of a solid and spiritual character! "Search me, 0
God, and know my heart; try me, and know my thoughts; and see
if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting!" This is our attitude and prayer.
You also ask, "Is there anything in the Scriptures to show that the
miracu16us gift of healing ceased with the apostles?" It is evident
that the power of working miracles was given by Christ to His apostles,
but I cannot find a single word which implies that it should be handed
down from them to others.
And, when wrought, the apostles disclaimed all power of their own, and always did them in the name of
Christ. And there was this about them-that not the least doubt
could be cast on, the result. Lame men were unmistakably cured; the
sick were healed; Dorcas was restored to life, &c. If, then, there is
no authority in the Scriptures that there should be an apostolic succession in ,this matter, he who assumes the power is carrying out the
spirit of the' apostate Church, and arrogating to himself an assumption claimed by the Romanist. No! My firm conviction is, that this
. whole chmour is of man, and not of God, and, therefore, as expressed
by an eye-witness at Hanley, "a morbid excitement of this kind will
be very short-lived;" and certainly, for the sake of those whose minds
are incapable of resisting such ecstatic influences, it is devoutly
hoped it may prove so.
To M. L. SYKES, 'VHITBY.
Your letters are always welcome. Your expression concerning my
" Notes" cheers me-" It is just the suitable food for the poor ones
who are left in Zion, and for whom our Beloved undertakes that
'they shall trust in the name of. the Lord.'"
Precious promise!
Precious Promiser!
To OUR BROTHER AT WARE.
I am so glad you are reading the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. I treasure
your acceptation of the "Wayside N otflS." What are you going to
do with your many years' gatherings of the writings of the late
dear JOSEPH IRONS 1 They ought not to be "hid under a bushel."
To C. B--, COCKFIELD.
Many thanks for your reference to what you are pleased to call my
" precious Wayside Notes." God be praised that He is still making
th-em precious to' many a hungry soul.
Your reference to our by-gone happy meetings in the Lord in your
neighbourhood brings to mind many a sweet opportunity when we did
not "shun to declare the whole counsel of God."
. .
VV'ell do I remember one occasion, in the large kitchen at the
Vicarage, when, if I mistake rrot, Major CARlVIICHAEL, to whom you
refer .as having been killed in the Soudan, was present, with, I presume, hi3 wife, and dear Mrs. LATTER, of gracious memory; and, never
shall I forget the patient way in which the venerable Rector would sit
and calmly receive the Gospel from the lips of a layman, afterwards, in
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his clear way, pronouncing the benediction. And then, also, the many
meetings we had in the National School-rooms, and at the Abbey.
I am so grieved to learn what a change has come over the neighbourhood; but you are not alone. A clergyman, some time ago, said to me
here, "Why, Mr. COWELL, you will not find anyone in these parts
who holds your views !J' What they are pleased to call one's "views"
,are the grand old'doctrines of covenant grace and mercy, sealed home
by the power of the Holy Ghost.
Your letter also has brought to my remembrance times of refreshing
in the village of Thorpe. It was often rough work to reach the little
place, and rougher when you got there. Still, the Lord blessed the Word
to the little group of hungry souls there. I recollect that, after the
morning service, in the bitter cold weatheT, I was obliged to run up
.and down the road, while the poor people lit the fire.
Well, dear friend, I am thankful you are spared to be "a light
shining in la dark place," and amidst the sick and dying to whom you
May your testimony be abundantly owned and blessed of the
refer.
Lord!
To L. C--, HOLLOWAY.
I cannot say I regret that your dear sister is "hreaking up." How
-ean I, when I know that it is only the taking down of the old clay
tabernacle, while within there is that treasure of a new-born soul, which
will live for ever 1 The casket may crumble, but the gem will remain
bright and brilliant. Your sister is one of those old-fashioned, heartexperienced Christians of whose eternal safety in Christ we have no
more donbt than we have of our own existence. Long has she loved
the old truths and walked in the old ways, and no vagary of the
present time has tempted her to swerve therefrom a single inch. It
seems to me that, ripe and ready, she has nothing to do but fold herself
in the bosom of her Saviour, and peacefully fall asleep in His everlasting arms. May God grant her such repose as she nears her end!
'1'0 my many other correspondents, I must ask their forgiveness for
not answering their letters personally. I would if I could, but it is
impossible.
G. C.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR FRIEND,-These are startling times, and almost universal
convulsions are taking place, to make way for the cause of God and
His tnuth amongst the nations of the earth. The history of mankind
is one great battle-field, from the murder of righteous Abel to the last
chapter of Revelation. The Anglo-Russian difficulty, the campaigns ~ll
Egypt and the Soudan, South Africa, and the rebellion in Canada, WIll
tax the resources of this great empire, and it will be a mercy if the
God of all power. and might brings us through without defeat and further
disaster. If the situation is grave and solemn, it should stimulate us
to greater zeal ,and activity.
The many testimonies to hand from soldiers and sailors greatly encourage us to continue this labour of love. It is wonderful to notice
Y 2
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how the promise of the Father, in "sowing the seed beside all waters;'T
is coupled with divine faithfulness in prophecy already fulfilled. Did
the Lord bring His people out of Egypt and Babylon at the set time '1'
He has also added, " He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious
seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his shea,res
with him." Did He promise, and fulfil, that "a Man should be as
an Hiding-place from the wind, and a covert from the tempest; as.
rivers of water in. a dry place; as the shadow of a great rock in a
weary land " 1 He has also added, "Blessed are ye that sow beside all
waters, that send forth thither the feet of the ox and the ass" (Psa.
cxxvi.; Isa. xxxii.).
I trust the following extracts, from letters recently received, will
bring in the much"needed help in money, to carry on this work.
We have sufficient old matter at present in the shape of magazines. and
periodicals :~
FROlVI A COASTG ARDS:)IAN.
"DEAR MR. BRIDER,-The 'Retracings and Renewings' which you
so kindly sent for each station in this di,-ision, in 1884, have been
a great blessing. There are only two men at my detachment, and I
was so pleased with it and its good effect, that I lent my copy, and
recommended it to Christian people. One dear old man kept it until
his death, in January last, and now his widow has requested me to·
write for one for herself, who is also fast going home, being of great
age. And will you also kindly send me one for myself, that I may
be also able to lend it to others 1 It is a great Christian help"
Please let me know the price, and what I have to forward you."
FROM A LIGHTHOUSE.
"DEAR SIR,-I beg to acknowledge receipt of books, for which·
I am deeply thankful. There are fifteen families ou this desolate
island, and not often any minister comes this way. I always, after
reading the books myself, give them to the inhabitants on Sundays.
for which they are most grateful."
FROM A MISSIONARY AT GIBRALTAR.
"DEAR MR. BRIDER,-I am sorry that I have not written to thank
you of late, for your continned kindness in sending me the monthly
parcels of reading. I received packet for April this morning, and also>
your tract on 'Egypt and the Soudan.' About the latter I specially
write. I should like a quantity, to send to my numerous military
correspondents now at the front. I have been ,vanting to send you:
a donation for some time, but have not been able hitherto. I trust I may
soon be able to do so. Your n<:.me is often on my lips when visiting
the sick in hospital here-the place where the Lord, by His Spirit,.
drew you to Himself-and, when addressing the patients, on Tuesday
mornings, in the library, I not unfrequently refer to you. Tracts
referring to your life at Gibraltar I should be always glad of.
Yon
know we have a large number of sick in this hospital-sometimes.
350-which give a large field for the distribution of Scripture truth."
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FROl'lf A CAPTAIN AT MALTA.
'" DEAR MR. BRIDER,-I have just received your nice parcel of
treading, The others you have previously sent have all duly arrived.
I am very much pleased with them, more especially just now, as so
many troop-ships are calling here on their way to Egypt and India,
~nd I have the privilege of visiting many of them, and distributing
Gospel truth among the men. On Sabbath mornings I frequently give
~ome of your tracts to the men-of-war's men in the boats to read while
they are waiting for the' return of their mates from church. I thank
you much for what you have sent me in the past, and shall feel grateful
for your continued sympathy."
FROM AN AGENT AT BARBADOES.
•, My DEAR MR. BRIDER,-Accept my hearty thanks for your last
three packages by the mail steamer. They were bundles of no little
value, especially the' Home,' which is singularly good this month. I
,could profitably dispose of twice the number. The men prize this'
J;laper very highly. The field here is a wide one, and often, when
conversation in barracks is impracticable, this well-written little paper
supplies abundantly the deficiency. I hope you will continue to
remember us."
FRO~I THE GUARDS AT SUAKIM.
"My DEA.R MR. BRIDER,-Your box of tracts and books arrived
.to-day. I am deeply grateful to you for your assistance to me in this
work. I ask your prayers for strength, which God supplies, and for
boldness to speak the Word 'of life. May He still continue His
blessing on your labours."
I sincerely trust that many friends of the soldier and sailor will
.:supply this Mission with all needful means. Donations will be thankfully received by me at my address, Old Gaol Chapel, Salisbury.
Yours sincerely,
Aprfl 16th, 1885.
CHARLES BRIDER.
BISHOP BICKERSTETH AND THE CLERGY OF HIS
DIOCESE.

To the Ed·itor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-I cannot tell you how I treasure such a
testimony as yours concerning my extended writings for the GOSPEL
MAGAZIKE. The ouly thing is, I prefer to spread such before the
Lord, with the cry," Lord, take all the glory to Thyself! It is Thy
,due, not mine."
I am longing to hear the result of your visit to London. Oue
Christian known to me would, if she had been able, have travelled
eighty miles to hear you.
If you have not seen the following, I am sure it will rejoice your
heart. To my mind, the Bishop's address has the right ring about it.
Such servants of the Lord are the salt of the Church of England;The Bishop-Elect of Exeter has addressed the following letter to each of
the clergy of his new diocese ;L
,
"My DEAR BROTHER IN CHRlsT,-The Archbishop of Canterbury has

.
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fixed St. Mark's Day, Saturday, April 25th, for the consecration of the
Bishop-Elect of Lincoln and of myself in St. Paul's Cathedral.
It is
with no ordinary sense of need, and with no uncertain conviction of
the power of prayer, that I venture to ask your intercessions and those of
your people on my behalf.
I have accepted what seemed to me the
Master's call in weakness and fear and much trembling. As the responsi.
bilities of the new and untried work before me unfold t.hemselves day by
day, the words continually rise to my lips, 'Who is sufficient for thes~
things ')' But the Apostle almost immediately answers his own heart-searching question-' Our sufficiency is of God'; and I know this sufficient grace
will be given in answer to earnest prayer, yours and mine. 'Wisdom and
might are His,' and the unexhausted and inexhaustible dower of His
Church is the abiding presence of the Holy Ghost the Comforter. Pray for'
me that, clothed with the Spirit, I may come to you in the fulness of the
blessing of the Gospel of Christ. Different modeg of intercession will commend themselves to different pastors; but, if you will remember me in Y011r
privai;e devotions; when yourself nearest the Advocate with the Father; or
if you will take with you one or two more, relying on His promise (Matt.
xviii. 19, 20); or if you will plead for me at your family altar; or if you
will gather together your communicants in some school-room or mission-room
service, and engage their intercessions on my behalf ; or if you will ask the
supplications of the sick and the suffering, who are not seldom laid aside
from active work, that they may be the Lord's remembrancers, and prove to
us that those members of the body of Christ which seem to be more feeble
are neces~ary; or if, o'n the Sunday before St. Mark's Day, you will
direct that a brief silence be kept for intercession when, in the ordinary
services of the sanctuary, prayer is made for bishops, and all who have the
care of souls; or if you will ask the secret petitions of the faithful, when
they draw near to the holy table of our Lord-if in any or all of these.
ways you will pray that the power of Christ may rest upon me, and may
be made perfect in my utter weakness, you will greatly strengthen my
hands in God.
I long, more than words can express, that the work of
Christ, which has been fostered for so many years by the honoured an<i
beloved Bishop who has left you for a yet more arduous post in the Church,.
may not suffer less henceforth; but that rather, by God's infinite mercy,
the seed sown may be watered by the abund3.nt dews of His blessing._
Then, indeed, will those who sow and those who reap rejoice together."

I, for one, shall fall in with the Bishop's desire, and plead earnestly
with God for him.
Burton-on-Trent.
G. C.
[We were thankful, III common with our beloved correspondent,
the " Wayside Notes " Writer, to read the foregoing address of the
newly-appointed Bishop of Exeter. The so deeply felt consciousness
of 'personal unfitness, upon the part of Moses, for the great work towhich the Lord had called him was, in a Gospel sense, demonstrative
proof that he was the very man for the post; and why 7 Because,_
from very necessity, he must draw all needed wisdom, grace, and
strength from that mighty Source in which all such wisdom, grace,_
and strength are treasured up, and that, too, to be bestowed upon
objects whose very helplessness and nothingness and poverty are to
be made the prominent means of reflecting the fact of by whose
wisdom, grace, and power alone the battle is maintained and the'
victory _won. It is this state of things that brings out so beautifully
and blessedly the "Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but untoThy
name give glory, for Thy mercy and for Thy truth's bake."-En.]
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WELCOME WORDS FROM AUSTRALIA.
To the EelitD?' of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR FRIEND,~I thought, this being the beginning of another
year, that I would just drop a line across the mighty deep, supposing
you are yet in the desert, this side of the river, often tired of the
journey, "faint, yet pursuing," "cast down, but not destroyed."
I am, this month, seventy-six years of my natural birth, and about
fifty-eight of what I tremblingly hope my second birth. I do not
know whether you sink so low as I do at times. You know I am
weaker now than I was fifty-eight years ago, for then I had not the
shadow of a doubt. I envied the aged, viewing them near home; and
I panted, and often begged, for home. I little thought of what I had
to pass through on my way through the enemy's country-the many
battles with the world, the flesh, and the powers of darkness, and the
fiery darts of hell-under the cloud, when neither sun, moon, nor
stars could be seen, and my hope removed, like a tree torn up by the
roots, fearing I was deceived altogether-under the horror of great darkness. Abraham speaks of this in Genesis xv. 12. David speaks of
this trying path when he says, "Fearfulness and trembling are come
upon me, and horror hath overwhelmed me." Here he wanted the
"wings of the dove, to flyaway and be at rest" (Psalm Iv. 5, 6).
Job says that he was "full of ·confusion" (Job x. 15) j and he says,
in the seventh chapter, fourth verse, "When I lie down, I say, When
shall I arise, and the night be gone ~ and I am full of tossings to and
fro unto the dawning of the day." Sure I am that no human armno mortal living-can get up out of this pit, nor break through, till
He comes to break the chains.
This is the path where we learn by experienc:l that "without Him
we can do nothing." The chain is heavy and the pit is deep. Jeremiah
said, when he did cry and shout, He shut out his prayer, and that his
strength and his hope was" perished from· the Lord." Look at that
word perished (Lam. iii. 18). Yea, he said his bones were broken.
Here we find but few travellers. The poor worm crawls along with,
"Oh, I am oppressed! Oh, dear Lord, am I deceived ~ Do speak once
more!" Here he goes <back, looks over the path, trying to find his
Bethels. But there is a cloud covers that. He cannot see his signs, the
way-marks. He is afraid the light he had was darkness; and, if it be
so, how great was that darkness! But one thing he knows-his experience-he did not pick it up nor steal it, but it is his own-yes, his
very own-and, though he is often tried about it, yet he could not part
with the little hope he has at times for all the world. Neither can
he step one step further. Then he can trace the hand of God in His
leadings and teachings, though he steps tremblingly on this ground,
whether writing or speaking about the things of the kingdom. As
dear HART said" Never, never let us dare
What we're not to say we are;

Make us well our vileness know;
Keep us very, very low."

Paul and Barnabas, John and Peter, all had their path and work to do
in the vineyard. Though there appeared a little hitch and cross in the
path (Acts xv. 36-40 j Gal. ii. 11-14), there was union in the spirit.

-
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If I were sitting down with you, I could say more than I can by
letter about the things of the kingdom, and the summers and winters,
the mountains and the valleys; the resting under the apple tree, where
the sheep rest at noon (with the Shepherd), chewing the cud; and the
wilderness, when the brook is dried up.
I desire to acknowledge your kindness in instructing your Publisher
to send me six volumes of the "Oredentials, Oall, and Olaims of the
Ohristian Ministry," which I duly received, and I believe those who
get them will highly prize them.
There is a dear brother in the Lord that I have known over forty
years, living at Oalm', in Wiltshire. We used to meet at the Oalne
anniversary, in the time of Messr·s. PHILPOT, WARBURTON, GOODWIN,
BEER, DARK, and some other labourers in the vineyard, long gone
home. I should like you to get the Publisher to send him one. The
books sent are £1 10s. I have sent .£2 to cover the expense in sending
the book. His address is Mr. GEORGE 'WILTSHIRE, 1, Alma Terrace, Oalne,
ViTilts.* You know there is in some of the Lord's dear children a
little prejudice against the Ohurch; that is why I should like my dear
I think that he will see that the Lord
brother to read that book.
had a work to be done in the Ohurch, and by that instrument that
He had appointed, both in England, Ireland, and in Bedminster;
and sure I am that God will devise means to bring into the Ohurch
of Ohrist His banished ones, scattered about in this dark and cloudy
day. God will work in His own way. This I believe-the Lord calls
some out of the Ohurch to do a certain work, and some He puts into
the Ohurch.
\
I have heard dear 'WEST in the Ohurch, and I would go fifty miles to
hear him in the Ohurch. It makes no difference to me. God has
highly honoured many that have lived and died in her, and many out
of her; and who shall dictate to Heaven about the path of Paul, or
Apollos, or Oephas 1
I lent the "Oredentials and Olaims" to a dear friend that was in
deep trouble, and he found it very precious, and much enjoyed it, till
he came to page 374-" Why Should I Fear 1" The first tlVO or three
paragraphs seem to speak the feeling of the poor soul. But when
you spoke of it being very simple, he found this-that it was not
so simple in the storm till He came, and said, "Peace, be still!" to the
poor soul. The poor boy cannot al ways see that his father is at the helm;
and the passenger, that takes his ticket and goes on board, cannot always
lie quietly in the cabin in the dark night, when the breakers are
breaking over her, and she amongst the rocks, mast and sails split to
atoms-can neither see captain, husband, nor father. If the child can
hear his father speak, he knows his father's voice. He can jump for joy
then. That dear man of God, JOHN 13UNYAN, when he was in Doubting
Oastle, and the castle yard, was locked in, neither could he get out
till the time he found the living key to open the door; and I think
I can trace, in the" Oredentials," times when our friend Dr. DOUDNEY
would have given all that he had in the world for a small grain of

* Oopies of "Oredentials" and "Retracings and Renewings" have since been
forwarded to this address.-ED.
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that precious, saving faith, tried in the fire of the hidings of His
countenance.
r- can trace a little of the two sides of this path in the forty-eighth
and forty-ninth pages of "Retracings and Renewings."
But to return. My dear brother was in a deep pit of dark soultrouble at the time; but, when the Lord appeared for him, bringing
precious faith, it over~urned the mountains by their roots, sweeping
away everything that stood in the way for the time. The poor barque
is in harbour again for a bit; but she h"s to go to sea again-yes,
and again and again-bu~ we have a hope at times that we shall get
into the harbour,. where the little grain of faith will be lost in sight,
in open vision.
May the Lord bless you in all the path He has marked out for
you here below, as a Minister. and Editor, is the desire and prayer of,
Your un worthy correspondent,
Fitzroy, January 10th, 1885.
JAl\1ES DAVIS.
REPLY.
DEAR BRoTHER,-Your letter brings to mind the w.ords of the poet" How would the powera of darkness boast
If but one praying soul were lost!"

But, blessed be God, that can never be.
\Vhatever their fears,
however great their disquietude, and intense as may be the conflict in
connection with the world, the flesh, and the devil, that precious truth
shall be verified as surely as the Lord God omnipotent reigneth" The weakest saint shall win the day,
Though death and hell obstruct the way."

Yes, TOPLADY never expressed himself more Scripturally and truly
than when he said"Yes, I to the end shall endure,
As sure as the earnest is given;
More ha.ppy, but not more seCLLTe,
The g,uruied spirits iu heaven."

Your letter, dear brother, reached us from the far-off land of your
adoption in the most timely way. Nothing could have been more
opportune. Its reaching us at the moment it did bore upon it the
Lord's royal signet. It was stamped with His own loving and gracious
smile. Not only was your testimony, with respect to your own personal
present experience, 'precisely that through which we are called to pass,
but your quoting the case of your friend was made of immense service
to us, under the circumstances in which we were at the moment placed.
We were just contemplating the fact that, within six-and-thirty hours,
iVe were to leave our peaceful home to undertake a long railway
journey, in order to fulfil our long-standing preaching engagement in
London. What that engagement has cost us in anticipation, is known
lone to the Lord. What the conflict, the pleading, the wrestling, the
i4portllnity, the beseeching, the imploring, He, and He only, knows.
But oh, when we turned to the pages of "Credentials" to whioh you
refer, and there and then was brought before us so vividly what we

~
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wrot~, in the depths of trouble and perplexity, some two-and-thirty
years ago, and when we thought of all the Lord has been and an
the Lord has done in the interval of that time and the present, we
were lost, as it were, in wonder, love, and praise. vVe fell before Him
in adoring amazement, admiration, and gratitude. In spite, moreover,
of present weakness and timidity, we could but mentally exclaim,
"Why art thou cast down, 0 my soul; and why art thou disquieted
within me 7 Hope th~)U in God, for I shall .yet praise Him who
is the health of my countenance and my God."-En.
NOTE.-Since the foregoing was written, we have, of the Lord's
great goodness and mercy, gone forth and fulfilled the long-pending
engagement, and hence would add, a.s the ardent breathing of our
inmost soul-Oh, for a heart to worship and adore! Oh, for a more
simple, childlike faith, so that, let the pathway be however dark, or our
strength weakness and helplessness itself, we might be able 'to say,
"I will trust, and not be afraid; for the Lord J ehovah is my strength
and song; He also is become my salvation."
Dear brother, we shall never see each other in the flesh; but blessed
be God for the good hope through grace that, ere long, we shall meet
before the throne; and additionally to be praised be His great and
holy name that, having both nm the lease of man's appointed sojourn
in this vale of tears, at most it cannot be long before He will say,
"Thou hast compassed this mount long enough; come up higher!"
And then, as we "see Him as He is," and cast our crowns at His
feet, will we not worship and adore 7 Yea-

" And with wonder,
Think on toils and dangers past."
THE

EDlTon.

TRIALS AND· THEIR TEACHINGS.
(1

PETER

i. 6, 7.)

OH, Lord, we bless Thee for Thy ways,
Though high, mysterious they be ;
For all Thy dealings givt3 Thee praise,
Though we the rea~on may not see.

Then blessed be Thy name for all
Thy wisdom shall to us assign;
Nothing but good to us can fall
If we, in Christ, aTe truly Thine.

If in the furnace men refine
The gold they would from dross
make pure,
Shalt Thou not deal with souls made
Thine
As seems Thee best each fault to
cure?

We thank Thee, then, for cloudy
;ays,
Which mean the softening shade of
love;
As well as when the sunny rays
Pour light and gladness frolll above.

If, in our lot, to bear some cross
Secures our closer walk with Thee,
Then losing it would be our lossRemoving would not mercy be.

Give us the strength that lllayendure
"iVhene'er our faith is tried with
fire'
.
The wo;k of patience, perfect, pure,
. To make us perfect and entire.

Work in us "both to will and do,"
By Thy sweet Spirit's holy might;
That we may even course pursue,
And "walk as children of the light."

E. L. T.
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HEART TO HEART.
,
To the Editor of the Gospel lI1agazine.
BELOVED IN THE LORD,-I thank you exceedingly for your kind and
sympathetic note. I am sure that the Lord has nowhere such a
rebellious and unbelieving wretch as myself. Unto me indeed" belong
shame and confusion of face"; and it is of His pure mercy only that.
I am not consumed.
Poor ANNIE DENSHAM! or rather, Mrs. THoMPsoN! My heart.
felt for her very muc4, whilst reading her from-the-deep letters in the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE last night. How marked is the divine teaching
in her heart-utteralJces! How thoroughly manifest is the blessed Spirit's
work in her case! Glad-heartily glad-shall I be to hear that her
own Lord has appeared, and said, "Yea, I have loved thee with an
everlasting love: therefore with loving-kindness ha\'e I drawn thee."
How her soul will then dance for joy! How will her heart thrill with
delight! How more than satisfied will she then be that Jesus died
for her! Thn,t this will be her happy lot I am sure-that she will
one day join her sainted mother in glory I am perfectly satisfied.
I hope, beloved brother, that the Lord will stay your mind upon
Himself, regarding your contemplated preaching in London, and that.
He will take the" child and set him by Him." May He make you
bold and humble, fearless and contrite, seeking His glory and the good
of His blood-bought family! The work is His, and, I need hardly say,
the glory also. The shrinking that you feel I can well recipro'cate,
and why 1 Bec,tuse I have passed through it many times. One special
occasion I will name, hoping that the Lord may make it "a word in
season" to you.
Some three years ago, the friends in Sunderland wanted me to
visit them for two Sundays, and having at that time (they have now
a chapel) no suitable place for me to preach in, and hearing that a
minister belonging -to a Presbyterian Church intended going out for
two Sundays, they went to see him, offering my services during his
absence free of all cost to himself. This he accepted. They wrote
and told me that they had arranged for me to preach in the said
Presbyterian church for the two Sundays. At this I was alarmed,
and at once wrote back and told them that I could not, by any means,
preach in such a place, being fully assured that they would hate God's
truth, and it would only stir up their enmity j and what use would
that be 1 They wrote back immediately, begging-almost imploringme to reconsider my decision, and to consent to preach in the dreaded
place j and, as the time was short, they wished me to reply by telegraph. I then begged of the Lord to show me what to do, and, if
for His glory and the good of His children, to constrain me to agree
to go. His Majesty removed all impediments from my mind, and
wrought a willingness within me to go. I, therefore, sent a telegram,
and said that I would be there at the time. But no sooner had I arrived
at that decision, and sent off the message, than down I went. I fe-el
it to be perfectly impossible to tell you, my brother, what I passed
through day and night up to the Sunday morning that was to first
see me in that church, especially the Saturday night. Little sleep did
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I get; and so wicked was I on the Sunday morning as to wish that
a telegram from llOme might call me suddenly back, in order that a
lawful excuse might be apparent for breaking the engagement. I did
not even care what calamity might have happened at home, so that I
could but be spared the awful ordeal of preaching in this dreadful
church. Well, I sat down to breakfast-alone, happily-but could Dot
-eat a mouthful. What trouble was so great as mine at that time ~
It was indeed heaviness in the heart, making it to stoop; and I felt
.that it would be perfect madness to attempt to preach, for I was sure
to be shut up and confounded before the people. vVell, my brain
-seemed to reel in my head, and I felt like one desperate. All at once
it was as though some one said, "Go to that recess, and open one of
.those Bibles [there were some twenty in the recess], and who can tell
what the Lord may say 7" I obeyed; and oh, my brother, with what
result ~ I will tell you. I took a small Bible, with a full persuasion
th'lt the Lord, and He alone, could settle the matter; and He did so,
marvellously. I opened the blessed Book upon "T, even I, am He that
·comforteth you: who art thou, that thou shouldest be afraid of a man,
that shall die; and of the son of man, that shall be made as grass;
and ·forgettest the Lord thy Maker, that hath stretched forth the
.heavens, . and laid the foundations of the earth; and hast feared COlltinually every day, because of the fury of the oppressor, as if he were
ready to destroy ~ And where is the fury of the oppressor ~" Ah!
where ~ It was gone-clean gone!
My brother, if it were impossible to tell you the sorrow of heart
.experienced by me a moment before, it would be equally impossible
to tell you the joy of heart produced by the almighty voice of my
God, speaking so timely and so soothingly to my soul. Oh, the change
wrought! The most miserable man in the town of dark Snnderland
-was made the most happy man. I was ready to go anywhere or
,everywhere to preach the love, blood, and salvation of my precious
Lord. I could have there and then gone into St. Paul's, London, or
:St. Peter's, Rome, and have preached "the unsearchable riches of
.Christ," fearless of either men or devils. I was at once equipped and
qualified for my Lord's work, feeling as bold as a lion and as humble
as a lamb-fearless of man, but fearing Him. I could not eat my
breakfast before on account of sorrow of heart; now I could not eat
.o.wing to joy of heart" So precious then was Jesus,
So very near and dear,
That no one thing could grieve us,
Thus raised above a fear t "

It is not often, my brother, that I am softened sufficiently to shed
tears of real contritien, so hard-hearted and dry-eyed am I; but on this
occasion they did flow most freely and most sweetly. If ever Jesus
entered a room and held communion with a wretched sinner and
sorrowful saint, He did on that auspicious morning. I was just as full
of the love of my God as I could 'possibly wish to be this side -of
heaven. I felL myself, in His presence, the happiest of mortals. I
could envy neither the wise, noble, nor great. The fear of man, that
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had 'plaguedme so-the rage .of the devil, which had nearly driven me
mad-had both happily disappeared; and I do not believe that there
were any in the town of Sunderland so perfectly contented as myself'
on that ever-memorable Sunday morning. And why was I thus dealt
with 1 Was it because I had b~en so obedient to my Lord 1 Was it
on account of the amiability of my temper 1 Was it owing to thesweet disposition of my mind 1 Nay, nay! God knows that, had He
have dealt with me according to the merit of my hand, He woufd
have made short work of such a reptile, and have sent him straight
to hell. vVell might HART write, and well may I join that prince of
spiritual and experimental poetry, saying" 'Tis not for good deeds, good tempers, nor frames;
From grace it proceeds, and ail is the Lamb's."

vVell, my brother, this visit of my precious Lord anointed me afresh·
for my work, and I went into that church and preached the preaching
that He bade me, both morning and evening, as fearless of man as
though I had not one before me. I was not then "afraid of a man,
that shall die; or the son of man, thitt shall be made as grass" ; forthe antidote of fear flowed sweetly in my heart. I do not think
that I should have feared if the place had fallen down with a crash,_
so strong in the Lord did I feel. Yes, feel; for there is no reality
in godliness without feeling.
Well, on the second Sunday night, as the large congregation were
singing the last hymn, I shall never forget how sweetly the Lord congratulated me with this sweet sentenc~ from His lips-His heart-" Said
I not unto thee that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the
glory of God 1" Bless His dear naml:', I did see, and feel, too, His.
glory! It irradiated my soul. It filled every corner of my heart.
It permeated the whole of my spiritual existence. It was a blessed
wind-up of services most hallowed and sacred; and I indeed had no·
cause to be "afraid of a man, that shall die." "I, even I, am He that>
comforteth you"; and well His Majesty knew that, if any poor wretch
ever needed His comfort, I did; and I had it too, and no mistake. Not·
a dog did He allow to move his tongue; and, although I should say
that there were not, using a commercial term, five per cent. of the
people born again of God, yet not a murmuring word did I hear, ora frowning countenance did I see; and yet· they had preached to·
them the strongest and plainest truths that could possibly have been
uttered. Indeed, it was the Lord's doings, and marvellous in my sight.
It was given me in that hour what to say, and He who made man's
mouth opened it, my soul knoweth right well.
But enough. May the Lord do for you, my brother, all the ninth of
this month, in London, what He did for me in Sunderland, and I am
sure you will say, with our sister Mary, the mother of our Lord, "My
soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my
Saviour."
My wife joins me in best love to yourself, and also your beloved!
partner in life, and believe me, my_ dear .brother,
Ever affectionately yours,
Hnll, April 2nd, 1885.
A. WILCOCKSON.
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Perhaps few, if any, have suffered more III regard to occupying
-strange pulpits than we have. In fact, as a rule, we never take the
lead, so to speak, in any engagement or service, but with effort, and
in spite of ourselves. vVe naturally covet retirement and obscurity;
Jet, as you intimate, dear brother, we have oftentimes been amazed at
the Lord's ~racious-yea, His most marvellous- bestowment of strength,
courage, fearlessness, or the indifference to the opinions of men, when
the c1'isis has ar1·ived. vVeak as an infant almost up to the moment
-of the engagement, and then, blessed be His name, "strong as a
giant refreshed with new wine." Oh, what a debtor to His goodness,
His love, His mercy, have we, of all men, been! How often we tell
Him we should have wearied any but a God like unto Himself! He,
and He only, could bear with our sins, provocation, distrust, ingratitude, and rebellion.
The exercises of which you speak, dear brother, in regard to your
preaching ellgagement, brought vividly to our recollection what we felt
upon one occasion, some thirty years ago. \\ e were engaged to preach
,at Bow Church, Cheapside, on a Tuesday evening. The church was
well filled; and, as we sat within the communion-rails, during the
reading of the prayers, we saw a certain dignitary of the church enter
with two of his curates. Having heard that he had, a few days previously, been making inquiries about us, the thought immediately
·occurred, "He is come to see the nakedness of the land." As God
would have it, instead of its making us additionally nervous, and increasing the trepidation which we at the time felt, it had just the
opposite effect. \~T e felt, so to speak, a smile come over the heart,
and, as we ascended the pulpit stairs, we seemed literally to feel our
very legs strengthened. We were perfectly amazed at what we then
and there experienced; and it has ever since afforded us a sweet token
.and proof, by way of remembrance, of what the Lord did and can do.
vVe take shame, however, ~o ourselves that we should ever doubt
.and fear, as, alas! we do, in prospect of this or that engagement.
We find ourselves to be as weak and as helpless and as dependent as
-though we had never stood before a congregation. Nor had we ever
greater need than now to beg and entreat Him to "make His strength
'perfect in our weakness." vVe cannot-we dare not-calculate upon
,stock in hand-thoughts or ideas stored up-nor can we take for granted
that, became we have been helped in the past, we shall, as a matter
-of course, be helped in the future. Oh, no! We are absolutely and
~ntirely dependent upon the Holy Ghost for wisdom, grace, and strength,
both of body and mind; for, if He allowed us to have one of those
,attacks of giddiness to which we are liable, especially in a close or
heated atmosphere, we should be prostrated in a moment. Hence, of
sheer necessity, we are compelled to cry to the Lord for help. vVe
-entreat Him to give us calmness, cleamess, and cQumge-light, lore, and
liberty. These are the pulpit favours which we crave at His blessed
·hands. May He, of His great mercy, grant that the coming week
may witness once again His giving heed to our poor and imperfect,
yet earnest and ardent, cries.
SatuTelay Night, April 4th, 1885.
THE EDITOR.
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A WITNESS FOR TRUTH.
10 the E(Z,itol' of the Gospel Ma.qazine.
SIR,-Will you do me the favour of bringing before your readflrs
the claims and merits of a case in which I take a deep interest, and
which I feel sure many of your readers will do the same 7
In a local paper, last May, I read a portion of a sermon preached
by the Rev. H. BRADFORD, Baptist Minister, of Princes Street Chapel,
Northampton. The text was from the words, ""\iVho is on the Lord's
side 7" the effect of which was that, by a majority of seventeen, the
congregation, in their meeting, deprived him of his charge. He had
preached the Gospel faithfully. Seeing that this good man, for conscience'
. sake, was literally deprived of all means of maintaining his wife and
six children, the youngest a year old, I wrote him that I felt God
hl\d raised him up in that town to be a bold, uncompromising witness
for the truth-that, as he had honomed God, the promise would be
fulfilled.
He would be honoured. The minority of his flock stood
by him. A circular was published, signed by the ex-Mayor and
~ other gentlemen of the town, five Churchmen, also Vvesleyans and
Congregationalists, stating their admiration of his fidelity, and the
necessity of making it known in that town. I promised to aid,
which I am now doing. I belong to the Protestant Church of England,
\ but, before all, the Church of Christ. In eight months £1,400 has
\ been collected, site secured, and for which £950 was paid j £1,000 is
wanted by or before the end of May-.£500 we have in hand towards
it-when the building will be commenced. I have given £20, and if
twenty-five other gentlemen will raise the same amount, it will be
most advantageous, as, the building trade being depressed, a contract
could be made with saving. The church, to be called" Union Church,"
will be for all Christians, and not exclusively Baptists.
.
In these days of infidelity, Ritualism, know-nothing-ism, hot-and-coldism, may all who believe that "righteousness exalteth a nation" give
their help in this matter, which God has blessed, is helping, and will
bless.
I am, &c.,
The Elms, Sutton Bonnington.
W. KING HALL (Admiral).

The 11'fysteTies of God: a Series of Expositions of Holy Scripture. By
PHILIP HENRY GOSSE, F.R.S. London: Hodder and Stoughton.
. ANYTHING from the pen of this accomplished writer is worthy of
.a·ttention, and this new work is no exception. It is full of valuable
Its subjects are chiefly-" The Eternal
and suggestive thoughts.
Purpose of God," "Redemption," "Baptism," "Resurrection of the
Body," "Reward According to Works," "The Rapture of the Saints,"
~'Christ in the Psalms," "Science versus Revelation," "Things Coming
on the Earth," "The New Jerusalem," and "The New Earth."
Speaking of "Christ in the Psalms," Mr. GOSSE says-" If this
interpretation be of God, what an exceeding interest attaches to the
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Book of Psalms! Is it not like- opening a new 'Life of Jesus '-a.
biography-quite distinct from eith.er of the Gospels-unveiling quite a
new aspect of Him, even His inner life-His heart ;tnd soul laid open
in unrestrained intercourse with the Father-we might almost say, an
autobiography-for here are the very words in which He expressesHis thoughts and feelings-words taken down, with infallible truth
and precision, by an unerring Amanuensis, even the Holy Ghost 1"
Referring to "Science versus Revelation," Mr. GOSSE says, "Others
llla;y go to the Bible for what is called' theology,' and. to Nature for
, science.' I cannot divide them. I cannot look at the Bible with
one eye, and at Nature with the other. I must take both together,
always giving the Word the paramount authority. Men may say~
'The Bible is obscure, but Nature is clear.' Have they studied the
former as fully, as sincerely, as ardently, as they have the latter 1"
The Glorious Temple ;nd City of Jemsalem. An A.rchffiological Description of its Magnificent Buildings, Antiquities} and Localities, with
numerous Illustrations. London: Saunders.
WHAT rubbish can be printed, to be sure! Here is a splendid subject,.
but disfigured by the insertion of ridiculous traditions and stories,
such as King Solomon's miraculously employing a huge fish to draw
great stones to the temple, and the people on the feast-days being so
crowded tegether that they c0uld only just find standing-room in
Jerusalem, but the moment they knelt down to pray, finding so much
room that they cl;mld not-.even hear each others' confessions!
What to do with, our Girls.

By A. T. VANDERBILT. London: HOlllston
and Sons.
PRACTICAL, and likely to be useful, in the full and apparently authentic
account which it gives of various employments for women.
National l'mcts. London: W. Wileman.
THIS is a series cif very valuable Ti'acts, touching upon matters of the.
day.. They ought to be widely distributed as a cautionary word, at
the present critical juncture.
SAYS a correspondent of The Uetlwdist Times-" The spirituaL
destitution of some villages in this country is appalling, and calls for
speedy attention. The squire and Ritualistic influence bid· fair to·
crush out the feeble Nonconformity of these parts, and the Conference
should do something to alter this state of things."
"A MAN IS KNOWN BY THE COMPANY HE KEEPS."-" A Protestant" writes-" The Prime Minister has been spending a few days at·
Brighton. There are churches in that town of every variety of typeHigh, Low, and Broad. Mr. GLADSTONE could have had no difficulty
in making a choice. He went, however, on Good Friday, to St. Paul's,
in We~t Street-Mr. W AGNER'S-where semi-Popish ritual is practised
to the utmost extent compatible with any pretence of allegianGe to·
the Church of England. This is surely a matter for deep regret."
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