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SIX-AND-FORTY YEARS' EDITORSHIP.
ONE of the fir~t thoughts that presents itself, in regard to the
above fact, is the little foresight we, as creatures, have of the
future. How true it is that "we know not what a day may
bring forth"! When, in May, 1840, the Editorship of this work
fell into our hands, we should have thought it about as likely
that we should have been made Prime Minister as that we should
have been permitted and enabled to retain our position for even
half the period which, in the marvellous providence of God, has
been allotted to us. Surely the very language which we then.
used will bespeak this. If we mistake not, these were our
identical words-" In a simple dependence upon Him, we take
this our first step in a pathway, the difficulties attendant upon
which He only knows."
Ah! and, blessed be His name, He did know; and not only
so, but wisely and lovingly hid them from us; for, had we foreseen-could we possibly have known-what awaited us, with
respect to the entailments of the work we had tremblingly undertaken, assuredly we should have sunk under them, unless great
additional grace and strength had been vouchsafed. As it was,
we remember to this day the vexation and the rebellion which
sprang up in the heart, because of the trial and affiiction, bitterness and sorrow, that set in upon us like. a flood-yea, so much
so as threatened to sweep everything before us, and that, too,
immediately upon becoming connected with the work. With
sbame we acknowledge it, we were ready to curse the day we
ever saw the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and strove to our utmost to
sever ourselves from it. Upon one occasion, in particular, we
remember how ardently we endeavoured to effect this. We felt,
at the time, the relief would be intense. Hence we so earnestly
craved for it. But oh, the boundless goodness and the astounding
forboarance, compassion, and tenderness we now behold, in regard
to the Lord's dealings! Oh, had He then yielded to our impors
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tunity, and granted our heart's so keen and fervent desire, we oannot imagine what the oonsequences would have been! Nay, we
see that ruin and wretchedness must have inevitably ensued. The
contemplation of these so sad experiences humbles us in the very
dust before God, aI!d leaves not the shadow of a shade of reason
for taking any credit to ourselves as to perseverance in this work.
Oh, no, no; a thousand and a thousand times no! " Having done
all, say, We are unprofitable servants." We do, we do, say so,
Lord; and, in all the fulness of the heart, exclaim, " Not unto us,
o Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy name give glory, for Tby mercy
and for Thy truth's sake."
. Reader, we repeat that, had we no other reason for humbling
ourselves before God, and for banishing from the mind the least
idea of pride or self-complacency, in that we have so long been
connected with this work, surely the untowardness, the hard thoughts
of God, the desperate self-will and rebellion, of even that early
period, were sufficient. W'hen, however, we add to that even a
small proportion of the distrust, the ingratitude, the thoughtlessness, the thanklessness, the ten thousand questionings of the wisdom,
the love, the goodness, the faithfulness, the all-sufficiency, of our
God, which have marked our after-course, what, alas! shall we
say?
Well, words fail in the least attempt to express what we feel
upon the subject. The Great Searcher of hearts-and He alone
-knows what we think and what we feel in regard to this
matter. The language which best expresses our state of mind is
that adopted by the Apostle, when he exclaimed, "0 the depth
of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How
unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past finding out! "
Whilst, however, we contemplate the wisdom that the Lord
exercised towards us, in that He hid the future from our eyes, we
cannot but, at the same time, acknowledge and admire the way and
manner in which, to the very letter, He fulfilled His word-" As
thy days, so shall thy strength be." Oh, how real and true has this
been-yea, yea, to the very utmost! Not the veriest semblance of,
or approach to, a failure! Enough-absolutely and entirely soalthough not a particle of wisdom, strength, courage, or fortitude
to spare; no, not an iota! The inquiry nevertheless met, in all
its fulness and entirety-" Have I been a wilderness unto Israel,
or a land of darkness? " "I sent you out without scrip or purse;
lacked ye anything?" Ah! no, Lord, no! There has not been
the semblance of' lack of all that was needed. Thou hast been
a good, a gracious, a patient, a faithful, a long-suffering, and an
all-bountiful God! A Father! A Friend in need! A" Brother
born for adversity"! Yea," a Friend that sticketh closer than a
brother"! Blessed be Thine ever-gracious and ever-adorable name!
Ob, dear and ever-blessed Lord God and Father, we would
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trust Thee, if we could ! We would rest in and upon Thee, if
we could. We would not doubt, nor fear, nor call in question
Thy future goodness, mercy, love, if we could help it.
And this, dear reader, brings us to our next. thought, namely,
our slowness and forgetfulness in learning. One would naturally
suppose that, after all the Lord has been and all He has done,
one would necessarily have arrived at such a standing and stability
as to brave all doubts and overcome all fears as to the little fttturethe mere moment, as it were-that remains.
To limit ourselves, say to the six-and-forty years of which we
have spoken, what should we have thought of ourselves, and what
of the Lord's astounding forbearance and long-suffering, could we
for one moment have foreseen that, after such a continued and
uninterrupted display of mercy, goodness, and love, we should
continue to be the same doubting, fearing, thankless, trustless,
creature that day by day proves us to be? What, we ask, should
we have thought of such a state of things? Without doubt, we
should have deemed it not merely improbable, but impossible ! We
repeat that, if our exaot present state of mind, with all our daily
experiences in a way of doubt, fear, misgiving, ingratitude, anq.
distrust, could years and years ago have been presented to the
mind, in contrast to all that we have seen, known, felt, and enjoyed
of the Lord's leading, guidanoe, and guardianship up to the present,
we neither should nor could (in our imagination) have come to any
other oonolusion than that such a state of things was an actual
impossibility!
Moreover, we should have said-and justly, too-that, if suoh a
foreshowing were in very deed verified and oonfirmed, we should
thereby prove ourselves to be the very vilest of sinners, and the
most thankless and unworthy of all the sons of Adam. Such, we
doubt not, would have been our testimony, and a well-grounded
testimony, too.
Well, reader, what say you? Do you fall under the charge?
Do you admit its justness and correctness? Do Yale drop at the
feet of so ill-treated a Lord, and exclaim, with the Prophet,
"Unclean! unclean"? and are you ready, with the Apostle Peter,
to cry, "Depart from ple, for I am a sinful man, 0 Lord"?
Oh, that cutting, killing question-but withal how true !-" Is
this thy kindness to thy Friend? " " After such mercy-such lovesuch tenderness-such goodness, kindness, compassion-do I deserve
this at thy hands?" Ah! reader, what say you to these heartsearohing, conscience-appealing inquiries ? We know one whom
they serve to reach to the very heart's core-yea, to cut up root
and branch.
But then, there is another thought that presents itself, or we would
rather say, is brought home to the heart and mind by the Holy
Ghost, and that is where the Lord says, "I do not this for your
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sakes, 0 house of Israel, but for Mine holy name's sake" (Ezek.
xxxvi. 22). Again, how precious is the testimony-" For Mine
own sake, even for Mine own sake, will I do it: for how should
My name be polluted? and I will not give My glory unto another"
(Isa. xlviii. 11).
Now, this at once opens another and a blessed field of contemplation. It affords a glimpse of the loving design and gracious
purpose that J ehovah had in view, in regard to His choice and
conduct of His eternally-loved and everlastingly-redeemed people.
He saves them and He serveB them-He calls them and He
conducts them-He chastises and He corrects them-not simply
for their sakes, but for His own covenant purpose. He gives an
insight into this glorious mystery in that one word, for example"This people have I formed for Myself; they shall show forth
My praise." Again we read, "The Lord hath chosen Zion; He
hath desired it for His habitation. This is My rest for ever:
here will I dwell; for I have desired it. I will abundantly bless
her provision; I 'will satisfy her poor with bread. I will also
clothe her priests with salvation: and her saints shall shout aloud
for joy" (Psa. cxxxii. 13-16).
Now, beloved, in proportion as we are enabled by the Spirit to
consider this-shall we say?-higher and more glorious ground, in
such very proportion shall we be diverted from ourselves, with all
the sins and shortcomings, corruption and changeability, in a sweet
and blessed contemplation of what the Lord has at stake, as well
as what He has in view, in the choice of His people, in the
setting up of His kingdom, and the preparing and making ready
for Himself a temple and a habitation in which He has designed
eternally and uninterruptedly to dwell. Now, this we call the
higher, the nobler, the more blessed ground; and we repeat that,
in proportion as the mind is led by the Holy Ghost into sweet
and blessed meditations upon such covenant and immutable verities,
in that very proportion shall we be raised above our variable
frames and fluctuating feelings.
Surely, beloved, the Lord Himself struck the key-note of these
songs on pilgrimage when He said, "Let not your heart be
troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father's
house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told
you. I go to prepare a place for you" (John xiv. 1, 2). Now,
here the dear Redeemer sought to lead off the minds of His
disciples from dwelling upon their present position and sllrroundlngs
to a glowing anticipation of the blessed estate that awaited them,
in those mansions which He was about ,to go and prepare for their
eternal occupation.
Moreover, do we not see that this was the tenor and tendency
'Of all His teaching ? Was it not an instructing them in the
heavenly art-the Gospel science (shall we call it ?)-of looking off
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-looking to-looking up-looking for? The looking off' from
creatures and creature things; the looking to Jesus, as Guide,
Leader, Guardian; the looking up to heaven and home; the
looking for Jesus to come again, according to His promise, to
take us to Himself, to dwell with Him in rest and joy, peace
and blessedness, and that for ever and ever?
Now, was not this His purpose? this His promise? Did He not
declare His "I will" to His Father? " Father, I will that those
whom Thou hast given Me be with Me where I am, that they
may behold My glory, the glory which I had with Thee before
the world was"? Did He not, moreover, declare His "I will" to
His disciples? "I will come again, and receive you to Myself,
that where I am there ye may be also"?
Beloved, we repeat that these are high, holy, blessed, and
exalted grounds, and, as we are led into them by the Holy Ghost,
we shall find a sweet, a precio,us, a joyous uplifting, and shall
virtually exclaim, "Take courage, 0 my soul!" yea, we shall say,
with the Psalmist, "Why art thou east down, 0 my soul? and
why art thou disquieted within me? Hope thou in God; for I shall
yet praise Him, who is the health of my countenance and my God."
There is, however, another consideration which we would not
overlook. It is this-that, whatever our experience in the past, up
to this very present time, may be, we shall never arrive at the
state of things which very probably, in our short-sightedness and
folly, we may have anticipated. Have we not, at least at times,
indulged the idea that there would come a period when, by personal knowledge and lengthened experience, we should have gained
such an amount of wisdom, forethought, and prudence as to avoid
this, that, or the other besetment, entanglement, ensnarement?
That we should obtain the mastery ovel' certain weaknesses, frailties,
infirmities? In a word, that we should be more independent, less
the creatures of necessity, and not such actultl sinners? Apart
from blasphemies, if there be one word in the English language
which we dislike more than another, it is the word independent.
Independent indeed! A poor, crawling worm of the earth, open
to the crushing tread of' every passer-by, independent forsooth?
The idea is preposterous! No, no! Never, np-ver will a child of
God get beyond the necessitous cry, "I am poor and needy";
and a mercy it will be for him when he can add, "yet the Lord
thinketh upon me."
Ah! reader, this is safe and sweet ground, too.
But, especially in the past, have not other ideas more or less possessed us? Have we not, for example, placed such construction upon
the Apostle Peter's words, "Now t~e God of all grace, after that ye
have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle
you" ? Has there not, moreover, been an equally false construction
upon the Apostle's language, "That we henceforth be no more
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children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of
doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby
they lie in wait to deceive; but, speaking the truth in love, may
grow up into Him in all things, which is the Head, even Ohrist " ?
(Epb. iv. 14, 15.)
Moreover, in sad keeping with these ideas (which, after all, are
the fruit of inbred pride and creature self-sufficiency), has there
not been the vain supposition that we should reach a period and
arrive at circumstances in the time-state when, with our largelyaccumulated knowledge and rich store of experience, we should be
<:mabled to walk more by sight and less by faith? In a word, that
we should so see, feel, and understand, as to have less need of
seeking counsel from on high, at any rate with respect to all the
:illinutire and daily details of our time-state and condition?
Ah! dear friends, what folly, what pride, what self-sufficiency,
does all this betray, in the veriest thought or conception! Does
it, we ask, hold good? Does plain matter of fact, in the continuous developments of our onward and homeward way, in the
leastwise open up such a state of things? Have you, in a word,
seen a day, reached a period, or come into circumstances, in regard
to which you could feel yourself more independent of the Lord,
or less to require that counsel, that instruction, that leading, that
strength, those whispers of mercy, those precious "Fear nots,"
those "It is I-be not afraid!" which have marked all the previous course of the wilderness? To sum up all, can you afford
'to walk less by faith, and more by sight and sense, now than
aforetime?
Ah! no. In proportion as you know yourself, sure we are that
your reply will be that, instead of less needy, you are mm'e needy
than ever-that, instead of requiring less guidance and guardianship from above, you require it more than ever-that, instead of
arriving at a ready and a prompt judgment and determination
upon this or that movement, you are more the subject of doubt,
hesitation, and fear, than ever; and hence stand in the greater
need ,for the Lord to determine matters, and to say, in His own
gracious and condescending way, "This is the way; walk ye in it,
when ye turn to the right hand, or when ye turn to the left."
And why all this? Because the Lord permits an ever-vigilant
enemy to molest. He knows that his time is short, and therefore
his assaults are the stronger and more frequent. Morebver, the
Lord will not countenance or encourage the least degree of pride,
self-complacency, or independence, upon the part of any of His
children. As their self-knowledge increases, so, in like manner,
their sense of the need of divine leading, care, and keeping,
increases likewise. The graces of faith, hope, and trust will be exercised up to-yea, into the very midst, and through-the Jordan!
Now, do observe how marked was the exercise of this faith and
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hope in the Apostle, after all his many years', and so deep and
varied, experience of the Lord's leadings and dealings. What
a total absence of self-trust or creature-dependence is to be seen
in his testimony! In the latter years of his ministry, and towards
the closing up of his so eventful career, what does he say?
"Who hath delivered us from so great a death, and doth deliver;
in whom we trust He will yet deliver us." Here was TRUSThere child-like hope and dependence indeed! Again, consider his
language-" We are"-not were, but (11"0-" troubled on every
side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair;
persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but nof destroyed;
always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus,
that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body"
(2 Cor. iv. 8-10). Further, observe what the Apostle says (Acts
xx. 22)-" And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem,
not knowing the things that shall befall me the1'e." Oh, how all this
bespeaks the helplessness and the poverty of the creature, on the
one hand, and the Apostle's· simple, child-like dependence, on the
other!
Moreover, how strictly in accordance with this condition of trust
and dependence is the Apostle Peter's testimony, in the first
chapter of his First Epistle, in which he dwells so emphatically
upon the need and the nature of the trial of faith!
There is one more thought, dear reader, which we would' add
that has occupied our own mind very specially in regard to the
closing up of our earthly pilgrimage. It is the comparative absence
of the joy, triumph, exultation, which, at least at certain seasons,
WA had anticipated when contemplating the cessation of trial,
the deliverance from danger, and the freedom from all sin and
iniquity. Now, in looking through the Word, and considering
the various death-bed or closing scenes of Zion's pilgrims, how
little do we find of that mpture and Joyousness which we might
reasonably have expected, when we think of the bliss and the
glory that so nearly awaited them-yea, that of which we read,
"Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into
the heart of man to conceive of the thing-s which God hath preWe read of their being
pared for them that love Him."
., gathered to their fathers," of "entering into peace," of their
'~ falling asleep," but where do we read of exultation, tmn.9port, Joy?
Surely, if in one case more than another we might have anticipated
such a state of things, it would have been that of Elijah, to whom,
without doubt, it was made known that his departure was at hand,
and that he wae about to be translated without passing through
the common ordeal of death. Do not all the circumstances justify
the belief that such was the case? And yet, in so enviable a
position, what evidence have we that he was in an ecstatic, or
joyous, or triumphant condition?
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Does it not, therefore, bespeak the great faot that we are oalled
to walk by faith, and not by sight, to the very latest moment of
our earthly being? Faith grasps the unseen and the unknown.
Faith rests on the Great PromiseI' and revels in the promises.
Faith presumes not to draw baok the ourtain, muoh less to unveil
!ha:t whioh hides time from eternity, or conoeals the heaven that
IS In reserve.
Further, did we realize but in a small measure and very faint
degree the rest, and the joy, and the glory that are to be revealed,
how little fitted should we be to tarry here and fill up that which
remains in connection with the life and walk of faith ! Well
does the poet say" Oh, could we die with those that
die,
And place us in their stead,
How would our spir~ts long to fly,
And converse with the dead!

" We should almost forsake our clay
Before the summons comes,
And wonder that our Bouls cou~d
dwell
Among poor, sinful worms.

" How should we scorn these clothes of flesh,
These fetters and this load!
And long for evening to undress,
That we might rest with God! "

Again, if we are to have some little measure of fellowship in
the sufferings of our most blessed Head and Lord, how could we
have that fellowship, in regard to the olosing up of His Mediatorial commission, if the termination of our earthly pilgrimage were
fraught with unalloyed peace, ecstatic joy, and triumphant exultation? Were not the bitterest dregs of redemption's cup reserved
for the last and final draught ? Was it not in the Garden of
Gethsemane-then, and not until then-Jesus sweat "great drops
of blood, falling down to the ground"? and was it not there
He cried again and yet again, "Father, if it be possible, let this
cup pass from Me"? Moreover, did He ever, until He hung
upon the cross of Calvary, cry, "My God, My God, why hast
Thou forsaken Me?"
Oh, then, if, as already intimated, we would have some faint
measure of fellowship with Him in His sufferings, can we expectis it reasonable so to do ?-but what some degree of darkness aud
dread-clouds and obscurity-may, at least occasionally, intercept
the brightness and the blessedness of our last hours? N otwithstanding, however" they shall not-they cannot-frustrate the
purpose, nor lead to the forfeiture of the promise, of Him who
hath said, "When thou passest through the waters, I will be with.
thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when
thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither
shall the flame kindle upon thee" (Isa. xliii. 2).
Based, then, upon the oovenant promises of a covenant God,
and remembering what J ehovah hath at stake in the eternal and
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triumphant well-being of His Ohurch
spite of all the darkness, the gloom,
dismal forebodings, which Satan may
entertain-may we not, nevertheless,
language of the immortal TOPLADY-

and people, may we not, i.n
the unbfllieving feara and
suggest or our olVn hearts
exclaim, in the memorable-

"Yes, r to the end shall endure,
As sure as the earnest is given;
More happy, but not more secure,
The glorified spirits in heaven" 1

Once more, in reviewing the past six-and-forty years, what &
vast field is opened up for reflection with respect to the many
whose names and whose writings were so familiar with the readers
of this work! When we occasionally take down this or that
volume, how struck are we at the thought of the few-the very
few-that remain who once journeyed with us through the chequered
path of the wilderness! Well may we exclaim. in the contemplation, "Our fathers, where are they? the prophflts, do they live
for ever?" Scarcely a correspondent remainil who aided us in
our labours at the commencement. As far as memory serves us,
our dear friend, the Rev. G. W. STRATON, is the only one that
survives. Upon the issue of our very first number, June, 18'1:0.
he wrote, in all the warmth of a loving heart, "wishing us good
luck in the name of the Lord"; and we now pray for him, in
return, after that lengthened interval, that, amid all the decay and
infirmities of a so weakened tabernacle, he may specially realize
the Lord to be his strength, his confidence, his All in all; and:
that at length, J acob-like, he may say, ".I have waited for Thy
salvation, 0 Lord"; and, Simeon-like, he may exclaim, "Now.
Lord, lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy
word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation." Lord, grant it,
for Ohrist's sake! Amen, amen.
St. Lttke's, Bedminster.
THE EDITOR.

IN HIM, AND BY.AND-BYE WITH HIM!
THY people, Lord
(As saith Thy Word),
Are graffed into Th~e ;
Since here they're found,
Their faith is sound,
For Thou hast made them see.

Led by Thy grace,
We seek Thy face;
Lord, manifest us Thine,
That we may be
As close to Thee
As branch is to the vine.

Bound in Thy life,
Though sin is rife,
Thy saints are quite secure;
Kept in Thy way,
So safe are they,
Peace shall in them endure.

Entwined in Thee,
We trust that we
Do surely gro w in grace;
Oh, teach us this,
That we in bliss
May one day see Thy face!
ANON.
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~a)2fJiht ~1)ttfJ+
THE OOLLEGE OF EXPERIENOE.
"I have learned by experience that the Lord hath blessed rne."GENESIS xxx. 27.
BLESSED experience! It is worth all the theory in the world. Asone
has said, "We cannot heartily love the distinguishing truths of the
Gospel without experiencing them, and we cannot experience them
without loving them." vVe are not fond of so-called experience
meetings, where creature presumption and profession blurts out a vain
show of frames and feelings; but we are fond of sitting beside a lively
and grateful Ohristian, and hearing such tell of a heartfelt experience of
the preciousness of Ohrist, with such a mellowness and unction that
{me catches the celestial fire, and warms up to tell in response of the
grace and mercy manifested again and again. "Did not our heart
burn within us, while He walked and talked with us by the way ~ "
Would that we gained more such seasons with the beloved of the
Lord, and especially with the Master Himself!
And now glance with us, dear reader, at the circumstances which
gave rise to the expression we have been drawn to-" I have learned
by experience that the LO'l'd hath blessed me." Isaac blessed J acob in the
room of his brother Esau, and, because of the wrath ·of the latter,
the blind and aged father bids him flee to Pada.n-aram, to the house of
Bethuel, his mother's father, and take a wife from thence of the
daughters of Laban, his mother's brother, pouring out that pathetic
blessing upon his head, "And God Almighty bless thee, and make thee
fruitful, and multiply thee, that thou mayest be a multiplied people."
Jacob obeyed, and, after much intercourse and fellowship with God by
the way, and many a singular and significant providence, he comes
to Haran, is warmly received by Laban, dwells with him, and serves
bim faithfully for twenty years. After the birth of his beloved J oseph,
he desires to be sent away to his own place and country. Laban is
sorely distressed at this, and begs him to tarry, asserting, in the
language of our portion, "For I have learned by experience that the
Lord hath blessed me for thy sake."
This was an acknowledgment which holds good to the present day,
namely, that the presence in the household of a man of God, or a
servant of the Most ,High, brings blessing, not merely upon himself
{)r herself, but upon those by whom such are surrounded. Oh, it is
a blessing and a privilege to have a man of God in our midst! An
influence is spread, the character is marked, and the song of praise
{)n the part of a Ohristian alive to divine things results in many
.
seeing it, and fearing and trusting in the Lord.
Every man on earth is a scatterer of seed. The ungodly man throws
!fight and left the tares of evil. The child of God scatters the seed of
divine truth, which brings forth fruit unto God. No man lives merely
to himself.
But to our point-" I have learned by experience that the Lord hath

The Gospel Magazine.

267

blessed me." Some of us have learned many lessons in the college of
experience-hard lessons and soft lessons; depressing lessons and
deepening lessons; heart-breakin~ lessons and soul-healing lessons;
casting down lessons and building up lessons; trying lessons and
triumphant lessons. They would be too many to enumerate. I can only
open my class-book, and call to remembrance a few of those Spirittaught lessons that have had a divine effect upon my life; and I think,
when I name them, the response among the children of God will be,
"Yes, yes! I have learned by experience the same lessons, and have
been blessed thereby." Follow us then, beloved. And I would put,
first and foremost, thatI have learned by experience to malce the Bible the companion of my i-ife.
"Precious treasure, thou art mine!" David says that its truths are
"better to him than thousands of gold and silver"; so s;.ty I-that he
"meditates upon them day and night"; so say I-that, "had they not
been his delight, he should have perished in his affliction"; so say I
-that "the words thereof are sweeter unto his taste than honey in
his mouth"; so say I-that the testimonies of the Bible he has "taken
for an heritage for ever, for they are the rejoicing of his heart"; so
say I-that" God's Word is true from the beginning, and everyone
of His righteous judgments endureth for ever"; so say 1. In short,
he rejoiceth in God's Word "as one that findeth great spoil," to
which I can say, "Amen and amen." His great desire also is, to
be "quickened" to a lively comprehension and realization of its truths.
This is my constant desire also. Nor does he wish those truths shut
up in his own heart, for he says, "My tongue shall speak of Thy
Word."
God grant that both tongue and pen may testify more and
more of the blessedness of those truths which "make wise unto salvavation," and comfort the Lord's own panting and longing ones.
But, again, I have learned by experience that the old Gospel is better than
the new-that modern theology to ancient divinity is as a rushlight
placed before the sun-that the good old vintages of Gospel truth are
better than the made-up wines of creature twaddle, abundant enough
in this day. Of the past we may say, there were giants in those days.
Alas! their places and pulpits are, for the most part, occupied by mere
pigmies. General exhortations to dead souls to do living acts-undecided doctrinal teaching-flesh-pleasing displays-these things are the
order of the day,'>\' and attract. the multitude; and there seem but few
left. who "rightly divide the Word," give solid instruction in divine
things, bring out of the abundance of the heart "things new as well
as old," and, above all, glorify the great Head of the Church. God
grant that we may remain among those few to the end of our days.
Good old George Ill. -once, speaking to a fashionable preacher, asked
him if he had ever read Bishops ANDREWS, SANDERSON, SHERLOCK, &c.
The pigmy divine replied, "No, please your Majesty; my reading is all
modern. The writers of whom your Majesty speaks are now obsolete,
though I doubt not they might have been very well for those days."

* Indeed they are, and that most lamentably so. With all the wide-spread profession of the day, many a true Ohrist-seeker has too good cause to exclaim,
"They have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid Him."-En.
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The king, turning upon his heel, rejoined with pointed emphasis,
"There were giants on the earth in those days."
,
Ah! beloved, what saith the Scriptures to the point ~ "For ever, 0
Lord, Thy Word is settled in heaven"; and He who is the Word is
"the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." vVe are told that we
must change with the times-must teach things that will suit the spirit
of the age-must go with the advanced thought of the day-but I
think, if the good old Gospel of a free grace salvation would do for
our spiritual forefathers, it will do for us. I see no difference in our
needs for eternity and theirs, .and I believe what did for them will do
for us, and that any departure from the good old paths is fraught with
danger and peril to the soul. In art, science, and literature, there may
be changes with the times and spirit of the age, but in eternal and
spiritual things, "for ever [from the beginning] is God's truth and
Word settled in heaven."
And then, speaking of the divine truth, blessed be God, I can say,
I have learned by experience to loole out for the Lord's unfoldings. Each
passage of the Bible seems like a mine of precious treasure, and what
can, by the Holy Spirit's teaching, be brought out of it is marvellous.
Why, just by way of illustration, one taught of God shall p:reach for an
honr from a portion of the Word. He may take the portion again,
and, without covering the same ground at all, preach for a second and
third hour, still "bringing' out things new and old," while another
servant of the Lord shall take the same passage, and bring out truths
his brother has not touched upon; and, when both have done, they seem
only to have skimmed the surface of the truth, leaving still deep
treasures to be told o£ How this of itself shows us that the Word is
inspired! It is the Word of God! Where is there another book in
the world, a passage of which shall yield such abundant and rich
unfoldings ~
And then, with regard to the teaching and unfolding of the Word,
I remember that I have learned by experience to w1"ite especially for the
enco~t1"agement and comfort of others on the road.
Many have to walk
sadly life's rough way, and if one can smooth that way, it is hallowed
employment. But there are times of sorrow and affliction passed through
when the tongue even of a kindred spirit seems mute, and his words
fail to bring comfort to the soul of the distressed one. The cry then
must be direct to God, that we may learn the lesson that He is the
God of all consolation and comfort.
Another very blessed source of consolation is His Word. "This is my
comfort in my affliction-Thy Word." And has it not been so, beloved ~
Oh, how again and again, when some deep-felt trial has pressed heavily
upon the heart, the precious portions of the Word have been as if
written expressly for us! They have been pungent with comfort, and
we have seen in them beauties we never saw before.
Another great source of joy to us is the comfort uj a Saviour's love. He
hushes His troubled child in the arms of His love, and whispers,
"Peace, be still!" and there is a great calm.
And then we are conscious that a brother or sister's testimony for
Ohrist does cheer the downcast one, and bring repose. Personally I
desire to live to comfort others on the road; and" Still bless me, Lord,
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and make me a blessing," is my uplifted cry.
Cl Blessed are they
which do hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled."
May we help in that filling, in the strength of the Lord, getting our
supplies from Him.
And then, with regard to this matter of "feefling the Church of
God, which He hath purchased with His own blood," there is one thing
I very much desire, and one thing I very much dread. The desire is
for freshness-the dread is, that I may become like a bottle in the smoke.
Freshness! Bread, the staff of life, so desirable to be broken and
given to hungry souls, is well, but I do not want the bread I dispense
to be stale. A stale loaf is not desirable-nay, if too much so, is
loathed. And, if we would gain this freshness, let us keep to the Word,
and let that Word be its own key to unlock its'truths. The Scriptures
will prove the Scriptures, when the Holy Spirit is sought as the Divine
Teacher. Freshness, fulness, and fruit are of God.
And then my dread is, lest I should become lilee a bottle in the
smoke. Of course, this figure has reference to the old leathern bottle,
and we can imagine how such, hung in smoke, would become dried up
and withered. May the Lord preserve me from such withering!
But there is one thing about such experiences, namely, that, although
we do know what it is sometimes to become as Cl a bottle in the
smoke," we can still add, Cl Yet do I not forget Thy statutes." No;
there is a hallowed clinging still-a holding on, although it may be
in the dark-a grasping the hand of our Guide, although it may be
in mist and fog-a looking again towards God's holy temple-so that,
if there be little or no comfort, there is still the clinging, still the hoping
on, and still the cry, "Quicken me after Thy loving-kindness, 0 my
God!" My soul may be continually in my hand-that is, liable to fall,
as far as self is concerned-still one can say, "Yet do I not forget
Thy law" ; and those that forget not Christ, depend upon it, will never
be forsaken by Him.
A step further. I have learned by experience how yrepious it is to come
away fl'om the throne of grace under a sense of pardoning love and mercy.
God's mercy is an ocean wbich bas no shore, fathomless and full. Ob,
tbe deptbs of a Saviour's love!
To my mind, nothing is more touching to the point tban the narrative in the Scriptures of the woman wbo, following Jesus, and creeping
into the Pharisee's bouse, stood behind the feet of Jesus, weeping. Look
at her cbaracter- Cl Behold a woman ir,t the city which was a sinner."
See her love, too, and faith in the Saviour. She brought an alabaster
box of ointment, stood behind Him weeping, washed His feet with her
tears, wiped them with the hairs of her head, kissed His feet, and
anointed them with the ointment. What a testimony of bumility, contrition of heart, and felt sinnersbip! Anon, Simon the Pharisee speaks
within himself-Cl This Man, if He were a Prophet, would bave known
who and what manner of woman tbis is that toucbeth Him, for she is
a sinnel·." Blessed be His name, He did know, and gave ample proof
of it-first, by His omniscience, for He read the very secrets of the
Pharisee's heart, wben he had not uttered a word, but only spoke within
himself; secondly, by the parable of the two debtors, which He spoke
home to Simon's heart; thirdly, by the comparison between this poor
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woman's conduct with his own. She washed His feet, &c., testifying her
love, while he never offered Him the common hospitalities of Eastern
life. Fourthly, by declaring with omnipotent power that "her sins,
which were many, were all forgiven" j and lastly, by His Personal
affirmation to the woman herself-Cl Thy sins are forgiven thee," &c. j
"go in peace."
\Vhat must have been this woman's feelings, as she heard the sweet
words of forgiveness from her Saviour's own lips ~ It must have been
melting joy indeed. Yes, it is precious to come away from the throne
of grace, rejoicing in pardoning love and mercy-ah! and that, too, again
and again. True, our sins are great and grievous and many, but the
assurance that the high-water mark of Christ's pardon is higher than
all our trangressions does bring peace. But it is not the once going,
the once sealing, the once assurance. We are such poor, misgiving
creatures that "Speak the word again!" is our language j and we
seem to want, with every uprising of sin in our members, the felt
efficacy of the blood of Jesus, which Cl cleanseth from all sin."
We who feel our sinnership, beloved, are compelled to make constant
use of the throne of grace and mercy j and it is more and more in
such sinnership that the Saviour becomes more and more endeared to
our hearts.
But, again, turning to our class-book, I have learned by experience the
nothingness and helplessness of the creature. -Mark the acknowledgment
of heartfelt nothingness in the case of J ehoshaphat, for it is the family
language-" Neither know we what to do, but our eyes a1'e upon Thee,"
This prophet of the Lord was in a critical position when he uttered
this cry with an uplifted heart to his God. A vast multitude of the
children of Moab and Ammon had come up against him and the
children of Judah to battle. He felt weak, for he knew the sin and
idolatry which had been practised by his followers j and sin indulged
in, whatever it may be, is sure to weaken. His only hope is in the
Lord. Acknowledging the divine sovereignty and power of Jehovah,
reminding Him of past deliverances and mercies, and appealing to Him
for present help in the hoUl' of need, he utters the acknowledgment
referred to, "Neither know we what to do, but our eyes are upon
Thee." And God did work marvellously and mercifully for them. Not a
creature weapon was to be used. Praise went forth to the Lord God of
Israel before the victory, and, as is always the case when the Lord works
for His helpless children, the victory was triumphant and complete.
The Christian is often plunged into circumstances which cause him
to say, "I know not what to do" j but the mercy is, God knows
what to do, and will do for His own the right thing, and that which
is needed for His helpless child. Our trust may well be in Him wh<>
has promised never to leave nor forsake us.
There are special trials, special surroundings, and special difficulties
which bring us to this heartfelt nothingness. It is well. It teaches
us the lesson of creature helplessness on the one hand, and of Omnipotent help on the other. It looses our hold of an arm of flesh, and
tightens our grasp of the omnipotent arm of J ehovah. " Neither
know I what to do," but we try to do. We think we must be doing
something. There is a clinging to creature strength until the Lord so
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deepens the trial, and brings us to nothingness, that we may learn
that hard lesson, "Stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord." It
is He who will work and fight for us, not merely for our gain, but to
magnify His own glory.
Beloved, are these random thoughts or real teUings 1 You that go
down into deep waters know that they are the tellings of heartfelt
experience.
But do mark another point. Although J ehoshaphat says, "Neither
know we what to do," he does the very best possible thing-" but
our eyes are up unto Thee." That's it-to place oneself simply and trustfully in the attitude of expectation. If the heart is down, down, the
eyes shall be up, up. If the spirit sinks and faints, faith's gaze shall
be upward. If the crushing under the burden, there shall be the
crying to the Burden-Bearer. This will not be a vain cry. He will
hear, and, in His own best time, He will answer.
Dear reader, can we not unitedly say, everyday and all the day,
there isa looking upward to the dwelling-place of the Most High ~
This is a marked proof of relationship to Christ, who is our Help and
our Shield. And I am sure of this-while, in our helplessness, our
eyes are up unto Him, His eyes are down upon us-interested in
everything that concerns us, ready to help, ready to save. We shall
never look up to Him in vain. It only wants patience to wait His
time, which is always the best time.
Furthermore, I have learned by experience that it is beneath one's dignity
in Ch1'ist to stoop to the mean and beggarly elements of time. And mark
this-if we come down from our position as Christians, we are sure
to get among enemies, who will do us hurt. How emphatically
Nehemiah fel11 this to be the case when, in reply to Sanballat's
treacherous invitation," Come, and let us meet together in some of
the villages," the servant of the Lord unhesitatingly and boldly responded,
" I am doing a great work, so that I cannot come down. Why should
the work cease, whilst I leave it and come down to thee 1" No; why
indeed 1 Why should we stoop as slaves when we have the liberty of
sons 1 We may well, by grace, maintain the dignity of the Christian in
Christ. Hannah tells us, in very precious words, what that dignity
is when she sings, " He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth
up the beggar from the dunghill, to set them among princes, and to
make them inherit the throne of glory." If God has set us among
His princes, it ill becomes us to stoop to those things which are relished
and indulged in by the world.
And this reminds me of .another lesson learned. I have learned by
experience to be on the alert for enemies. The sentinel at his post, if he
hears a footfall, cries, "Who goes there 1" Nahum's counsel is good"Keep the munition "-that is, keep among the strongholds of God
-" watch the way," for Canaanites abound. in the land; "make thy
loins strong, and fortify thy power mightily in the God of thy salvation." We need a watchful spirit over our souls, especially in this day
of religious excitement and emptiness. "Take heed! Take heed!"
is an admonition much needed. We are pained to see many whom we
considered Christian men carried away by the unsober and unsatisfactory doings of'so-called Revivalism, forgetful that the Lord the Spirit
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can alone regenerate, revive, and restore. To be inwardly moved
by the Holy Ghost is one thing; to be outwardly moved by creature
frames and feelings quite another.
And referring to the creature religion of the day reminds one of
another lesson in my class-book, namely, I have learned by experience to
tread softly and step gently. Wide strides in religion are the movements
of creature pride and presumption, and make a man top-heavy and
certain to fall. We need plenty of ballast to keep us in our proper
places, and we shall have plenty if we are the Lord's own, but
never so much as will sink a vessel of mercy. But I would go on
softly and gently. We know not what a single day may bring forth
-nay, have seen the experience of a single hour turn the tide of
-events in a man's career.
I know some smile at the constant use the Ohristian makes of those
two letters, "D. V.," but the further we get and the more we see
brings us to paraphrase more than ever our actions with, "If the will
of God," or, "God willing." "I know nothing; God knows all. I am
in His hands." This is the increased feeling of the children of God.
Affiictions have been passed through, but there must be more ahead.
What a mercy for us that, in every bitter cup of earthly sorrow and
privation, the Tree of Life can and does sweeten all, and that we can
sing" Since all that I meet shall work for my good,
The bitter is sweet, the medicine is food;
Though painful at present, 'twill cease before long,
And then, oh, how pleasant the conqueror's song!"
Further, I have learned by expm'ience that we cannot walk straight to
heaven. The way is circuitous, and often hedged up with thorns. " The
Lord's portion is His people j Jacob is the lot of His inheritance. He
found him in a desert land, and in a waste, howling wilderness." Ah!
but what did He do when He had found him 7 Did He take him up
in a chariot to heaven 7 No, no! "He led them about." But did He
leave them then 7 No, no, again. "He instructed him; He kept him
as the apple of His eye" j so that the leading about shall be fraught
with divine discipline and divine keeping-kept for the kingdom" Yes, Thou wilt turn our wandering feet,
And Thou wilt bless our way,
Till worlds shall fade, and faith shall greet
The dawn of lasting day."
But, again, I have leamed by experience that there are many-I do not
say multitudes-thirsting for the pure truth of the Gospel who cannot get it.
The unfaithful watchmen give them a stone when they crave the bread
of life. They live in the element of free-will and creature doings.
They hear d; nothing else. But touch the tender chords of the heart,
and the thing they want and need is a free grace Gospel.
It has lately been the lot of the writer to go where you least
expect to find God's sheep. He has addressed large bodies of working
men, and here and there has been one and another whose uplifted
faces have told the tale of the reception of the truth in the heart,
while the testimony has followed, "That is just what we want."
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God's living people want food, and they'know well enough when
they get what they want.
Recently also we have addressed again and again upwards of four
hundred inmates in our workhouse; and although, of course, there are
very many deep-dyed sinners there, that have been brought to want
and poverty from their own evil course, yet one becomes certain, from
the rapt attention, that there are yet some of the Lord's hidden ones
in the midst.
The other Sabbath morning, while preaching from those words, "My
sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me j and I
give unto them eternal life, and they shall never perish," &c., I ventured to believe that even among the inmates of that workhouse the Lord
had some of His sheep j and His claim to them was a very precious
point-" I know them." He gives us the ground of that claim when
He says, "I lay down My life for My sheep."
Well, then, I do feel
sure the Lord has His hidden ones in places not expected,
It is singular, while dwelling upon this, we have had a visit from the
Chaplain of our workhouse, and he said, "Last Sunday morning, after
the service, I went down into the tramps' ward. There are a great
number in just now, from the distress which abounds, and I said to
them, 'Now, my men, shall I preach you a sermon 1' They all
responded, 'Do, sir! Do, sir!' I replied, 'And so I will, if you will
give me a text.' A dumb silence ensued, when presently one poor
fellow said, 'Preach about the prodigal son, sir,' and so I did." Ah! who
can tell what was passing in that poor fellow's mind 1 Perhaps he felt
he was the prodigal son. At all events, there was something very touching in his appeal, "Preach about the prodigal son, si?'."
But, again, I have learned by experience to louk to the end. Oh, the
utter folly of living only for time, when all around us so constantly
reminds us that life is but as a vapour, which vanisheth away! What
a mercy that we are not numbered with thoughtless, thankless, inconsistent men, who live only for time! But who has made us to differ ~
Who has bidden us long since to "set our house in order," and, resting
upon the finished work of Christ, live as if every day were our last ~
It is all of the Lord. To push eternity from our thoughts is not our
work, dear reader. The end-the end-is ever before us. Night and '
day we are thinking of it.
The other day, a woman, brushing hastily by us, said, "Oh, how
awfully \lold it is! This east wind will soon finish me!" " Ah ! "
thought I, "my desire is that grace may finish me; and that, whenever
the end comes, grace will usher into eternal glory!"
But, lastly, I have learned by experience that the end crowns the work.,
But what end and whose work ~ That is the question. Let God, through
the Prophet Isaiah, tell us-" Comfort ye, comfort ye l\1y people, saith
your God. Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her that
, her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned; for she hath
received of the Lord's hand double for all her sins." Here is the secret
sum and substance of the work of salvation. Christ has finished it for us,
With this assurance we may well go forward, and leave this mortal
life for endless joys.
'Ve often read the expression, "Dread eternity I" Blessed be God, it
T
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is no dread to the Christian. The article of death may be, and is,
dreaded by many a child of God; nature will shrink from the thought
of "this corruptible putting on incorruption"; but, with a hope beyond
the grave-with the anticipation of being "for ever with Jesus," and
joining the ransomed throng around His throne-home reached, the
haven gained, eternal happiness commenced, grace triumphant-what
have we to fear ~ What a crown! what a climax! what a conquering!
A frail child of dust an heir of glory! As the youthful poet, THOMAS
CHATTERTON, sang, "I go to life and not to death."
But we must cease. Many, very many, more lessons of experience
could be told of. What say you to those advanced ~ I have told you
that personally I have learned by experience- an experience which has
brought blessing-to make the Bible the compiJ-nion of my life; that
the old Gospel is better than the new; to look out for fresh unfoldings of the Word of life; to dispense such for the comfort of others
on the same road. Further, I have learned by experience the preciousness of coming away from the throne of grace under a sense of
pardoning love and mercy. And, again, the entire nothingness and
helplessness of the creature to do anything in the matter of salvation.
It is all of grace-all of grace! Again, that I have learned that it
becometh one's dignity in Christ not to stoop to the beggarly elements
of time, and to be on the alert for enemies which abound; that we
must tread softly and gently in the pilgrimage of life, avoiding rapid
strides and hasty steps; that the way is not a straight, but a circuitous
way to heaven-" He led them about"; that the Lord. has many a
hidden one thirsting for the pure truth of God; that, if wise, we shall
be looking to the end, and not be living for time; and that, through
the finished work of Christ, the end crowns His work for us, and
gains for us eternal glory.
Beloved, can you endorse such lessons as we have learned in the
- college of experience ~ Have you been in the same class-room ~ If so,
you will join us in the earnest desire for more of the teaching of
the Holy Spirit-for daily fresh unfoldings of a precious Christ.
"For blessings like these, so bounteously given,
For prospects of peace, and foretastes of heaven,
'Tis grateful, 'tis pleasant, to sing and adore;
Be thankful for present, and then ask for more."

BU1'ton-on-T1·ent.

G. C.

THE ordinances are the gardens and galleries of Christ, wherein He
gives us of His love. Those who are humble and sincere know how
often their souls have been refreshed in them, and how long sometimes the impressions they have received of divine grace and love have
continued with -them, unto their unspeakable consolation.
They
remember what they have received in the opening and application of the
"exceeding great and precious promises" that are given unto them,
whereby they are "made partakers of the divine nature"; how many a
time they have received light in darkness, refreshment under despondencies, relief in their conflicts with dangers and temptations, in and
by them.-.Dr. Owen.
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"Be not conformed to this world, but be ye transformed by the 1'enewing
of your mind."-RoMANs xii. 2.
DEAR reader, does not this Scripture contain sound advice to us, in
these latter days, as much as it did to those Early Christians in Rome ~
Undoubtedly it does. Let us, therefore, try to comprehend its meaning,
by the Holy Spirit's help. Most of us come in contact with several
who have no fear of God before their eyes, but rather, like Gallio,
.< care for none of these things," i.e., the things that concern the neverdying soul, and who even ridicule all holiness and godliness of living,
and who are so much engrossed with the things of time that they take
no heed to those of eternity. As we associate with such, let us
~:mdeavour to be firm and faithful, and even, as opportunity offers, to
"reprove, rebuke, exhort," knowing that "the coming of the Lord
draweth nigh," remembering also that God has appointed His people
for the "defence of the Gospel." The Bible tells us that the time will
come when men" will not endure sound doctrine." And is it not very
evident that that time has arrived ~ "Speak unto us smooth things,"
seems to be the prevailing cry; and how often Satan and our own
faithless hearts would have us conform to their sentiments, and by
perhaps suggesting, "You need not be so singular. You can hold your
opinion if you will, but you need not talk about it, or adhere to it
so."
But what did St. Paul write to the Corinthians ~ "Come out
from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord." Nor should
this exhortation be lightly passed over, as of little moment, for it is
most important. Again, it is written, "Love not the world, neither
the things that are in the world "; and St. J ames says, "The friendship
of the world is enmity with God." And what a sad condition is that
to be in!
It is well to take heed that we indulge not in the pleasures and
enjoyments of this life, which would tend to alienate our hearts from
God, and cause us bitter grief in the end.
Oh, beloved readers, need we thus write, for has not every new-born
child of God new desires, and that which he once loved, now he hates ~
"Old things are passed away, and all things are become new."
, But it is our desire more especially to address young disciples at this
time, who doubtless often find it difficult to decide where to go and what
to do. To such we would affectionately say-First of all, seek the help
of your heavenly Father, that you may be enabled to. act with firmness
and decision, not conforming to men and mammon, out yielding yourselves servants to Him whom you ought to obey. Call to mind His
great love to us who" so loved the world [mankind], that He gave His
only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish,
but have everlasting life."
Is not such a God worth acknowledging,
and denying ourselves to honour, even though one gets reviled and
hated for it ~ Let us try to devote our whole selves, soul and body,
T 2
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as a living sacrifice, by cheerful and open avowal that we are the Lord's,
bought with a price, even the precious blood of Jesus Christ.
And let us beware of forming worldly schemes of happiness, by complying with the spirit and temper of the ungodly. Our object ought not to
b,e, "How far may we conform to the world, and yet keep ourselves
unspotted ~" but we should endeavour to" avoid every appearance of
evil," and, as J ude says, "hating even the garment spotted by the
flesh."
We should take heed to the admonition of Solomon, in the fourth
chapter of Proverbs-" Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go
not in the way of evil men. Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it,
and pass away." Yes, if ,we wuuld live at peace with God, and ~n
communion with Him, through God the Son, let us, with abhorrence,
avoid the company and course of the ungodly, who are the avowed
enemies of Christ.
Again, Solomon says, "Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy
ways be established. Turn not to the right hand nor to the left:
remove thy foot' from evil."
We heard of a lady, several years ago, who, with her husband,
entered into all manner of gaiety and secularity to their hearts' content, pro. tem. At length, through the mercy of God, the former became
awakened to her lost state by nature, and practice too, in the sight of
a holy and heart--searching God. Notwithstanding the warning, however, she continued wavering in her mind. She gave up a few of her
diversions, but still attended her favourite one, the theatre, with her
husband, when one day she met a friend, who had been brought out
of darkness to the glorious light of the Gospel, and was living and
walking in the fear of God, who remonstrated with her for so doing.
The former replied, "Oh, I am glad that 1 have met you, and that you
so faithfully reprove my conduct, for I feel truly wretched! I have
gone to the theatre with my husband, as I had not the firmness to
say 'No.' Yet I had made up my mind not to listen, and even took
some fancy work I had in hand with me, to take off my attention, but
I felt very unhappy all the time, and I still am unable to read, pray,
or meditate. Oh, what shall I do ~" Her friend replied, "Ah! my
dear Mrs. - - , you will ever find it the hardest thing possible to try to
serve God and mammon. Come out boldly for the Lord. Conform not
to the world. 'Cease to do evil; learn to do well.' You must go and
acknowledge your sin to God, and beseech Him to guide and keep you
continually."
Now, here was shown the faithfulness of the friend. Solomon says,
"Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate thee: rebuke a wise man, and
he will love thee" (Prov. ix. 8). It proved "a word in season" to
Mrs. - - . She directly went and told her husband all, and the Lord
opened his ear to discipline, and prepared his heart to receive the
truth, so that eventually both were found walking in the narrow
way, the only safe one, and which leads to the happy home in
heaven.
We must here transcribe a hymn of dear JOSEPH IRONS', wllich is
very applicable, for "in the mouth of two or three witnesses shall a
thing be established"-
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" Awake, awake, ye saints of God,
Redeemed and cleansed with precious blood,
In Christ pronounced just:
Your beauteous garments daily
wear;
Let your true dignity appear;
Shake off the earthly dust. '
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" Why should this. world delight you
so 'I
.
Why grovel in the dust below 1
Your portion is in heaven:
Oh, hear your glorious Bridegroom
say,
, Rise up, My love, and come away;
Eternal life is given! •

" Beloved of Jesus, heirs of bliss,
Haste through this dreary wilderness,
Regardless of its toys:
A few more steps will bring us through,
Then we shall Jesus' glories view
In everlasting joys!"

Yes, dear reader, a stand must be made. It will not do to be almost
a Christian. What said the Prophet Elijah to the people at Mount
Carmel 1, "How long halt ye between two opinions 1 If the Lord
be God, follow Him; but if Baal, then follow him." And, again, Joshua,
in his memorable farewell sermon to the Israelites, said, "Fear the
Lord, and serve Him in sincerity and in truth: and put away the gods
which your fathers served on the other side of the flood, and in Egypt;
and serve ye the Lord. Choose ye this day whom ye will serve"; and
he concludes with, "And as for me and my house, we will serve
th.e Lord."
Ah! dear reader, that is a blessing indeed, when a whole household
" serve the Lord"! Such, it may be, know nothing, or very little, about
th.e warfare and opposition which they experience who are alone in a house
or family. Perhaps a beloved husband, or wife, or son, or daughter, are
still under Satan's bondage-still loving the world, and conforming to
it; and we, knowing our own frailties and shortcomings, feel that we
can only, with many tears and fears, bring those beloved ones to U:e
Father of mercies in prayer, so utterly powerless are we ourselves toJ.
"open the eyes of the understanding"; yet do we feel pangs of deep»
sorrow until Christ be formed in them.
./
"VeIl does the writer remember the bitterness of soul exper'ienced,
many years ago, because the dear partner was not walking in the
narrow way; but, blessed be the God of all grace, after many years,
she had the happiness of hearing from his lips the cheering testimony,
"You were right, dear; you were right." And this is not a solitary
case. Many are living in the same house, and even go to the Lord's
table together, who are walking contrary roads. Believers are sorely
tried in this respect, and need great grace to be firm and faithful; for,
as Dr. WATTS wrote, nearly two hundred years ago" Our dearest joys, our ,nearest friends,
The partnerd of our blood,
How they divide our wavering minds,
And leave but half for God! "

I et

assuredly, as God's Word says, "Them that honour Me I will
l'i'(llllOur."
'Now, as I am addressing the young especially, I will conclude with
a few words from Paul the Aged to young Timothy, whom he often

278

The Gospel Magazine.

sfoke of as his son-yea, his dearly-beloved son, who, although of Jewish'
origin, was, by the, ministration of St. Paul, converted to the Christian
faith,and was remarkably enriched with the gifts and graces of the
Holy Ghost, and whom St. Paul took to be his companion, under the
character of an Evangelist. St. Paul not only wrote these Epistles tG
fix: upon his mind the instructions which he had formerly given hirri,
but also that he should communicate them to others, warning them of
danger, and directing them in their conduct. We will just cull a few
texts, as the more immediately bearing upon the subject under consideration-" Give attention to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine."
"Follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness.'"
"Be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus." "Endure hardness,
as a good soldier of Jesus Christ." "If we deny Him, He also will
deny us." "Strive not about words of no profit." "Study to show
thyself approved unto God, rightly dividing the Word of truth." "The
foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth
them that are His. And, Let everyone that nameth the name of
Christ depart from iniquity." "Foolish and unlearned questions avoid,
knowing that they do gender strife j and the servant of the Lord must
not strive, but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient." "Continue thou in the things which thou hast learned, and hast been
assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them."
Some persons may say these exhortations were given to Timothy as
a minister, and that they do not apply to us j but we must bear in
mind that, in the Bible, saints are often called "kings," who, under
Christ, have power to prevail with God in prayer, and are heirs of the
kingdom of glory j also "priests," sanctified to God's service, having
near access to Him-yea, a union with Him, through Christ our Head.
So also there is union with all His children who are journeying on the
samf> road, and who are at times enabled to sing, in the words of
NEWTON-

" Let worldly minds the world pursue,
" Its pleasures now no longer please;
It has no charms for me;
No more content afford;
Once I admired its trifles too,
Far from my heart be joys like these"
But grace has set me free.
Now I have seen the Lord.
" As by the light of opening day
The stars are all concealed,
So earthly pleasures fade away,
When Jesus is revealed."

May it please God to enlighten the understanding of both reader
and writer, keeping us in the fear, faith, and fellowship of the Father
of all mercies, causing us to make consistent profession of "the truth as
it is in Jesus," " contending earnestly for the faith once delivered to the
saints," that our hearts may be established with grace, "being not conformed to this world, but transformed by the renewing of our mind."
Cockfielcl.
C. B.
LOSE not sight of Christ in this cloudy and dark day. Learn not.
from the world to serve Christ, but ask Himself the way. The world
is a false copy and a deceitful guide to follow.-Rutherfiml.
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HEARERS OF THE WORD.-PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS.
How very essential experience is in every department of life! It
matters not where we look, we shall find that experience enables a person
to speak or act with a degree of confidence which can never be obtained
from a superficial or theoretical knowledge of things. Persons may, in
their ignorance, try to make it appear as though they know this or
that, but how useless their endeavours are with those who really know
for themselves, experimentally, something concerning the subjects in
question, whatever they may be! As one grows older, there is an
increasing attention paid to this difference, and especially in relation to
spiritual things. How soon now, c0mpared with days gone by, when
I hear persons speak, or when I read the productions of their pen, I
come to the conclusion that they do or do not know personally and
experimentally what they are speaking or writing about! I do love to
hear the personal, the experimental, testimony. There is a weight and
a power with it which is entirely lacking in the other. Besides, sometimes, the "we speak that we do know" testimony seems to carry all
objections before it, so conclusive are the utterances of the speaker or
writer. I see and feel more and more how abs0lutely necessary it is
for the preachers of the everlasting-the yea and amen-Gospel of the
ever-blessed God to be well grounded and settled in the truth, so that
they may be able to deliver their testimony with a boldness and a
fearlessness which shall at times both surprise them and their hearers
too. It must not be supposed that I mean that a preacher must be .
uncouth, careless of his words, harsh or angry in his spirit. Oh, no!
I am no believer in this. I believe firmly that a man sent of God to
preach the Gospel carries out his mission most successfully when he
does it humbly, yet boldly; tenderly, yet fearlessly; modestly, yet unflinchingly; kindly, yet faithfully; truthfully, yet not offensively. Whoever thinks he manifests the greater zeal by indulging in anger or
bitterness in the pulpit makes a sad mistake, according to my judgment; and I believe, as Paul upon one occasion said, that" I have the
mind of Christ."
.
What a variety of dispositions the Gospel minister has to meet with
from time to time in his ministrations, especially those who have no
fixed place wherein to labour! How he needs, under the most favourable circumstances, to be blessed with a larger measure of grace than
those he ministers to, so that he may bear becomingly what he will
be sure to have to meet with, even from those whom he has good.
reason to believe have divine grace in their hearts! His trials ministerially, and his hearers' tempers and dispositions, will find him oftentimes plenty of errands to the throne of grace.
Since I have been engaged in ministerial work (up to now itinera-.
ting), I have had many things to meet with in various quarters-have
come across a great variety of hearers-but, as I generally keep both
eyes and ears well open, I trust I have profited a little by what I
have seen and heard. Hence I am disposed to give the reader an
account of what I call" personal observations." What I have seen and
heard, as I may say, in secret, I now proclaim upon the housetop, not
for the purpose of spreading Zion's failings, but for the purpose of

280

The Gospel Magazine.

bearing my personal testimony to the Lord's goodness and mercy, so
largely and blessedly manifested at times to His poor unworthy servant
the writer.
We are commanded in the Word of God to "let all things be done
unto edifying'" (1 Cor. xiv. ,26); and I trust it is for this purpose
that I now commit my observations to paper, to be read by I know
not whom. I hope I can say, with all my heart, as I contemplate the
childr~n of Zion" My soul shall pray for Zion still
While life or breath remains;
There my beEt friends-my kindred-dwell;
There God, my Saviour, reigns."

It must be understood that I am writing of those whom I believe
to be partakers of grace, notwithstanding the fact that they manifest
some very special failing, which at times is most trying to witness,
and which renders it extremely difficult for one to deal with them,
except in a spirit unbecoming the Gospel.
The first character I notice among the hearers of the Word is the
8leepy hearer.
How often one has observed, when ministering in the
Lord's name, some one or other nodding and sleeping among the congregation! No matter what the subject has been, nor how much
warmth of heart has been felt by the speaker, there these persons have
sat, gaping, yawning, sleeping, as if they were destitute of any regard
for what has been going on. I have observed this over and over again,
with the same individuals, both under the preaching of the Word and
Sometimes one has been tempted, when
also at the prayer-meeting.
one has been in bonds while preaching, to do as, I think, the late
WILLIAM GADSBY did, upon one occasion, when some of his hearers were
very sleepy-quietly sit down and wait until they roused up. I believe
the incident is recorded in his Memoir. When his sleepy hearers opened
their eyes, and looked up to the pulpit, to see what was the matter, he
rose from his seat and told them that, as they were now awake, he
would go on again with his sermon. I am prepared to make allowance
for persons under certain circumstances, such as excessive weariness of
the body through some unusual mental worry, or physical exercise,
through general debility of the system; but, as few are perpetually
situated thus, one cannot make excuse always for the sleepy hearer.
Some, I know, will excuse themselves by saying the minister does not
preach well-that, if he preached better, they should not feel so drowsy.
I wonder really how these hearers know whether a good sermon is
preached or not, if they are not sufficiently awake to hear it. Besides,
I think the minister would be far more likely to preach Letter (1 mean
so far as the handling of his subject goes), if hi;; hearers were all wide
awake. I know from experience that sometimes it is most discouraging
and disheartening to stand up, especially on a Sunday afternoon, and
speak for three-quarters of an hour, and see, perhaps, half-a-dozen
persons under the circumstances previously mentioned.
To the almost habitual sleepers-nut the occasional-I would say,
"Brethren, suffer the word of exhortation." "Let all things be done
decently and in order." Don't thus slight the Lord's house, and help to
distress His ministering servants by acting so. Try and keep awake.
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I remember my dear mother telling me, upon more than one occasion,
of a kind, yet well-merited rebuke, once administered by a good Gospel
minister, one Lord's Day afternoon, to a sleepy hearer. He suffered it
until he could bear it no longer. At last, waiting his opportunity, he
addressed the drowsy one, and said, "My frienJ, if we let sittings here,
we don't let lodgings." This had the desired effect.
Another kind of hearer one meets with almost everywhere is, the
camally-mincled hearm·. How painful sometimes haB it been to meet
with these persons! They seem to have no religion except as it is
prea\lhed into them by the minister.
So soon as the service is over,
they are ready to talk about business, houses, land, politics, local
matters, or anything else you please, rather than about the things of
God. These persons, if they have access to the minister before service,
will very rarely exert a beneficial influence upon his mind. Their conversation and spirit savour far too much of the world for that. I speak
from personal observation and experience too. I know it is far the best
for the Gospel minister to keep himself quiet-to pra,ctise retirement as
much as possible on the Lord's Day -lest he should come in contact too
much with the persons I am speaking of. If he does not do so, he
will find himself like Samson of old, after his head had been in Delilah's
lap-he will be shorn of his ministerial strength, and the Philistinesguilt, fear, and the devil, the accuser of the brethren-will be upon him,
and make such work with him as that the more spiritually-minded of
his hearers will not fail to observe the difference in his preaching.
. Some ministers, and hearers too, act as if meditation were not needed.
Ministers well known to me often boast (at least, I consider it boasting)
that they do not know what they are going to preach about until they
get into the pulpit. I dare not limit the Holy Ghost in His operations
upon the hearts of either minister or hearer, but I know from observation that, if there is a disinclination on the part of a minister of the
Gospel for private meditation and prayer, there is a manifest lack of
weight and savour in his ministrations. And as it is with him, so it .
is with his hearers. If they neglect the reading of God's Word,
meditation, and prayer, it cannot but tend to carnality of mind j and
we know-those of us who have life divine in our souls-that" to be
carnally-minded is death, butto be spiritually-minded is life and peace."
I recollect my mother, upon one occasion, giving a very sharp rebnke
to a person who walked from the house of God in company with her,
one summer's evening. Mother had heard unusually well that night, and
thought how nice it would be to have some one to walk and talk with.
. It so happened that a woman, who had then recently come to live hard
by mother's, and who was a member of the Church where mother attended,
had been to chapel, and heard the same minister preach, expressed a
wish to walk to Foleshill in company with her. Mother thought how
nice it would be to walk home and talk together of what they had been
hearing. Scarcely had they started for Folesh ill , ere the woman in
question began to talk, not about the sermon, but about physic, pills,
her bodily feelings, and so forth, and her tongue went at such a rate
that there was no opportunity for mother to introduce the subject they
had been listening to from the pulpit. When they reached the gate
where this woman had to go through to her home, mother said to
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her, "Before we separate, there is one thing I have to say to you,
and it is thiS'--I am both surprised and annoyed at what you have
been talking about all the way home. I deem it most inconsistent
on your part that you could not speak of anything besides physic,
pills, and your bodily feelings. Let me tell you, it has been the first
time I have walked home with you, and it will be the last, unless you
can find something more entertaining and profitable to converse about.
Good night."
The spouse in the Oanticles says, "Take us the foxes, the little foxes,
which spoil the vines, for our vines have tender grapes"; and of all the
cunning, crafty, dirty, troublesome foxes, spiritually speaking, none are
worse than these carnally-minded foxes. How they distract the attention
and rob the soul!
(To be continued.)

EXTRAOTS

FROM THE DIARY OF THE DAUGHTER
THE LATE MR. BAXTER.

OF

(Continued from page 158.)

July 1st, 1877.-Sunday. A beautiful morning! The winter is passing
away fast. I thought, when the cold season set in, that I could not
possibly live through it, but I have been brought hitherto. How many
seasons have passed over me since I have been laid by! I often
think of that portion in 1 Ohronicles xxix. 30, speaking of David"And the times that went over him, and over Israel," &c. Yes,
and the times that have passed over me-tim'es of darkness, affliction,
trial, and difficulties-and I do desire to record also times of refreshing;
but my soul craves more abiding fellowship. As John speaks, in his
Epistle, "And truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with His
Son Jesus Ohrist."
I thought this morning, as my eyes dropped accidentally (as some
would say) on a "Portion" of the beloved Dr. HAWKER'S for
May 30th, "Renewing of the Holy Ghost" (Titus iii. 5), how much
those words expressed my felt need; and the Doctor's corilments on it
exactly corresponded with the language of my soul. He writes,
., Precious office of the Spirit! Condescend, great God, to grant it me
this morning! Oh, renew my soul with all Thy sweet revivals, after,
a night of sleep, as Thou renewest the face of the earth. Is it not
said, concerning the productions of the earth, that 'God sendeth forth
His Spirit, and they are created; and Thou renewest the face of the
earth' 1" "Yes," I thought, "how creation speaks forth His handiwork!
Even blades of grass bear the impress of Deity"; and, in contemplating,
my soul seemed drawn out in supplication to the dear Lord to fulfil
His promise in my experience, for He has said, "I will be as the
dew unto Israel";, also, "They shall revive as the corn"; and I felt
the blessed Spirit's operation in my soul, crying, "Abba, Father!"
July 2nd.-This morning the Lord gave me a word in a peculiar
manner. I was looking out of the window, and two little sparrows
flew down into the path, and both came slowly up the path together;
and the words of our Lord came sweetly to the mind, "Are not two
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sparrows sold for a farthing 1 " "Dear me," I thought, "are they
only valued at a farthing, and five for two farthings 1 And these do .
not fall unnoticed by our heavenly Father. Then surely He wiU
care for us, for He has said, 'Are ye not of much more value than
many sparrows 1' " I know some may think this fanciful on my part,
but our Lord has said, "Even the very hairs of your head are an
numbered"; and, if the blessed Spirit is pleased to teach us even by
insects-for He speaks in Proverbs vi. 6, "Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise," and many other figures-why
should we disregard these teachings 1 May He be pleased to be my
Teacher and Guide continually!
July 12th.-1 have been very ill again the last fortnight. Any extra
illness added to my general weakness causes great prostration. It is.
wonderful how I have been brought through up to the present time.
Oh, for a grateful heart for unnumbered mercies! As the poet sings"Awake, s~eet gratitude, and sing
The ascended Saviour's love;
Sing how He lives to carry on
His people's cause above," &c.

Yesterday, I heard of the death of a frie~d, Mrs. FORTIS; but l!
sorrow not as those without hope, for she has left a testimony behind
her that she feared God. She is released from a suffering body. I
thought much of her last evening, when a few friends met for prayer
in our house. She has now done with prayer, and has joined in everOur prayer-meeting was
lasting praises unto God and the Lamb.
conducted by Mr. E-·-·. He read the second 'chapter of the First
Epistle of John. Mr. D-- and Mr. B-- engaged in prayer. We
sung the hymn, "Oh, for a heart to praise my God! " I do trust these
meetings will be to our souls' profit-that the dear Lord will be in
our midst. He knows full well my tossings in the matter. The enemy
is very busy, and my nerves are so weak that the least matter he
puts as a mountain before me. But" the Lord reigneth." He can bid
the mountains flow at His presence, and say, "Peace, be still!"
July 19th.-Last evening, a few friends again met for prayer in our
house, and I felt it good to assemble with the Lord's people; but my
nerves being so weak, I cannot bear any extra excitement. Mr. E - read the second chapter of the First Epistle of Peter, and the
prayers, offered up on my behalf had a very solemn effect upon me.
I thought, as they were pleading with the Lord, if it were His gracious
will, to restore me, of the words of Elijah to Elisha-" Thou hast
asked great things." Nevertheless, I know that all things are possible
with Him, and I would wish to have no will in the matter. I often
feel not fit to go out into the world again, after being secluded so long;
and then again, I often ask myself, "Am I resigned to die?" and, ".How
is it I do not long to be gone 1" and, "How is it I do not anticipate
the great change more 1 " Ah! we do indeed cling to this life until
the Lord loosens our hold of it, and makes us willing to bid farewell
to all below. Oh, that I could say, with the Apostle, "For me to live
is Christ, and to die is gain"! Oh, Lord, do Thou" make cro)~~3d
things straight, and rough places plain," in my experience!
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July 20th.-I must now record the Lord's care over us in a temporal
way. He has sent employment for the household, which has relieved my
mind from some of its heavy weight. Now I can ,see how all things are
under His wise control; and "the hearts of all men are in His hands,
and He can turn them whithersoever He will." Some people may
speak of "luck" and "chance"; but may I be enabled to look beyond
all second causes unto Him who owns "the cattle on a thousand hills,"
for "the earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof."
August 9th.-I am still in the furnace of affiiction. My nerves are
in such a shattered state that life seems scarcely endurable. Such
distress and despair seem to encircle me. What should I do, if not
sustained by Omnipotence 1 What a mercy that strength for the day
is promised, and also realized by me-just enough and none to spare!
But I do long for more realization of the Lord's presence. But when
He does favour me with a little melting of heart before Him, and a
sense of His indwelling, it seems too much for my weak nerves to
bear; so then I conclude the Lord knows best when to give and
''v hen to withhold, for He" knoweth our frame, and remembereth that we
are dust." And, again, He said to His disciples, ,. The spirit indeed is
willing, but the flesh is weak." But the enemy takes advantage of all
(mr weaknesses to thrust at us; but, with all his suggestions and 0ur
own unbelieving hearts, there is the under-current of hope that anchors
within the veil.
I have been reading a sermon, taken from Hebrews vi. 17, by Mr.
TURNER; and, although we are quite familiar with the Scripture,
yet, when light is thrown upon it by' the Holy Spirit, how weighty
lit appears!
So I felt in reading the above verse and the three
follolVing-" Wherein God, willing more abundantly to show unto the
heirs of promise the immutability of His counsel, confirmed it by an
oath." What condescension on the part of our God to reason with
His people in such marvellous language! But He knew they would
need strong consolation, and" swore by Himself because He could swear
by no greater," that they might lay hold on Him by precious faith,
and that their hope should be sure and steadfast, even within the
veil.
August 13th.-I have had some contemplation lately on a portion of
Scripture that came to the mind from Isaia,h liv. 5-" Thy Maker is
thy Husband; the Lord of Hosts is His name," &c. "Oh," I thought,
"if enabled to r~alize our high position,. who is like unto the Lord's
people, for the Lord of Hosts to be their Husband 1"
And who can
c0mprehend in a small measure what the Lord's host can be 1 Multitudes redeemed from among men, and the angelic hosts. Jacob said,
when the angels of God met him, "This is God's host! " Joshua also,
when the man with the drawn sword stood before him, asked him,
"Art thou for us or against us 1" And he said, "Nay, but as captain
of the host of the Lord am I now came." Also, a multitude of the
heavenly host appeared to the shepherds, praising God, and saying,
"Glory to God in the highest!" &c. And the Lord speaks by Malachi,
"And they shall be Mine, saith the Lord of Hosts, in that day when
I make up My jewels; and I will spare them as a man spareth his
own son that serveth him." Oh, what marvellous condescension that
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" Worms of the earth should ever be
One with Incarnate Deity;
Our thoughts are lost, our numbers fail ;
All hail, redeeming love, all hail!"

August 15th.-I have been reading lately a very interesting book,
entitled, "Doing and Suffering," a memoir of two sisters, daughters of
the Rev. E. BICKERsTETH. I gathered many crumbs from the perusal.
It showed me that" many are the afRictions of the righteous." "The Lord
bringeth down and raiseth up." The sufferings of one sister seemed
so much like mine, but in some respects heavier, in other matters
much lighter. I have often thought that there was not another so
peculiarly afRicted as I am; but the Lord hath said by His servant,
"There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to
mn.n; but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted
above that ye are able, but will with the temptation also make a way
to escape, that ye may be able to bear it." And' again, by His servant
Peter, "Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which
is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you."
(To be continued.)

"THE HOUSE OF THE LORD."
~tS go into th8 house of the
Lord."-PsALM cxxii. 1.
How much after-reproach are such of the children of God laying up
for themselves who suffer little matters or trifling excuses to keep them
at home, and neglect the means of grace! In like manner, what cause
of bitter lamentation and regret awaits those real members of the
household of faith who have lent themselves, either directly or indirectly, to the movements of any who, from prejudice or some other
motive, have been instrumental in interfering with, or bringing to a close,
ministerial labours that had previously borne indisputable proof of
the smile and approval of the Most High! " Roots of bitterness" too
often have sprung up, and brought forth most lamentable fruit.
Moreover, how frequently, in such cases, has the word been confirmed,
"Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth !" Divisions and
Severances may be 'traced to that little member, the tongue, of which
the Apostle James speaks so emphatically. How true, too, is that.
declaration, "Pride goeth before destruction, and a haughty spirit before
a fall"! If a child of God is left to indUlge in a captious or censorious
spirit, he will, sooner at later, find to his cost that "he that soweth
to the flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption."
Again, such will
equally prove that the Lord means what He says, when He gives the
cautionary word, "Touch not Mine anointed, and, do My prophets no
harm." With equal solemnity it is declared, "Whoso toucheth you
toucheth the apple of His eye."
.
With regard to the neglect of the means of grace, or being in the
leastwise .instrumental in the closing up of any channel that the Lord,
in His good providence, ~ight have opened for the dissemination of His
truth, such of His children as may unwittingly have been found in.

"I was glad when they said unto me, Let
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dulging the one, or enthralled in the other, will assuredly find a day
of reckoning. How bitter will then be their regrets! how distressing
their self-reproach! How gladly would they recall the past! When
sickness, age, or infirmity prevent their attendance at the house of
God, how thankfully would they now avail themselves of past neglected opportunities! Or, if they have bflen, by any means, associated
with men or connected with measures which have led to the removal of
God's commissioned servants from this or that scene of divinely-approved
sphere of labour, how great will be their soul-travail, how prolonged
their ,vrestlings at the footstool of mercy, and how ardent their importunities, before reconciliation and peace are once more experienced
and enjoyed!
I have been led into this line of thought, at the present time, in
<lOll sequence, through affliction, of being once again deprived of the sacred
privilege of ministering in my dear Lord and Master's name. Oh, how
J have felt it when thus laid aside, and how I have reproached myself
for not more highly esteeming the so distinguishing a mercy whilst yet it
was granted me! And, as I mingled with the people of God, although I
could take no part in the service, not even in the singing the praises of
the Most High, as did those around me, and. that most sweetly and
harmoniously, I could but mentally exclaim.
" I love to meet among them now,
Before Thy gracious feet to bow,
Though vilest of them all :
But can I bear the piercing thoughtWhat if my name should be left out
When Thou for them shalt call?"
And oh, how sweet was the hymn at the close of the service, which ran
as follows" Come, sinners, and sing, in a sweet
song of praise,
Salvation to Jesus, the Ancient of
Days;
Whose love to His chosen (all praise
to His name)
Is to all, and through all, for ever
the same;

" The same in the covenant-behold
how He stands,
Engaged to pay justice and law its
demands;
The same on the cross, when He
vanquished His foes;
The same when triumphant from
death He arose;

" The same when set up in Jehovah's
decree,
Before He created the earth and the
sea ;
The ~ame in His purpose, which
nothing can move;
The same in His council, the same
in His love;

" The same when He saw thee at war
with thy Lord;
Thou wouldst not submit to His
sceptre or sword;
The same when brought home as a
trophy of grace,
The crown on the head of the
Saviour to place;

" The same when the promise thou canst not believe;
The same in the furnace, the same in the sieve;
The same when the tempter comes in like a flood,
To quench all his darts in His peace-speaking blood."

Sonthsea.

D.
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THE LATE REV. C. W. BANKS.
THE telegram from our friend and publisher, Mr. W. H. COLLINGRIDGE, an~ouncing the death of our aged and much-respected
friend, came to hand when we were personally upon the sick-list.
Hence we felt the announcement the more keenly, reminding us
how soon, from advanced years, we ourselves must follow.
Under date the 1st of March, we addressed a letter to our
departed brother, expressing how deeply we had felt for him
under his repeated bereavements, and now in connection with his
'so many months being laid aside from his so active labours,
and being compelled to confine himself to the sick-room, where,
too, he could but so painfully miss the presence of the many
years' sharer of his numerous cares and anxieties. The loss,
moreover, of his son Robert must have been a keen trial. Indeed,
our friend BANKS was called to encounter stroke after stroke,
wave upon, wave. Most deeply do we regret the mislaying of
our deceased friend's reply to that letter. It reached us during
the time of our absence from home, and, consequently, did not
find its way to the appointed place for letters and communications.
This, however, we can state, in lieu of quoting the letter itself,
that it contained a tender, loving, brotherly spirit-one that bore
upon its very face such a rising above, and most thorough freedom from, the party feeling and petty differences so rife in the
days in which our lot is cast. It seemed to bespeak the deepfelt conviction of how nearly he had approached that period
when all fleshly distinctions must give place-and that most
happily, too-to the full and blessed realization of all that is
involved in the covenant brotherhood and the indissoluble oneness
and union and identity with the one common Head and Lord
over His mystic body, the Ohurch of the First-born. Ah! our
brother experiences and enjoys this now, in all its inconceivable
blessedness. That happy period has arrived which, during his
long and anxious pilgrim-journey, he doubtless so often and
longingly anticipated" Oh, glorious hour! oh, blest abode!
I shall be near and like my God;
, Nor flesh nor sense shall e'er control
The sacred pleasures of my soul.
" There shall I see and hear and know
All I desired and wished below;
And every power find sweet employ
In that eternal world of joy."

We never remember to have met personally our departed friend
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and brother above three or four times during the many years we have
known each other, and occasionally corresponded; but our uniform
opinion of him has been, that he was one of the most active, selfdenying, and unselfish of men.
His readiness to help others, and to his utmost advocate their cause,
doubtless led to many of .the adverse opinions and hasty and unkind
conclusions which subjected him to no little annoyance and mortifying
returns for his services. Who could read of his numerous distant and
far-spread journeyings, in all weathers, by various but mostly anything
but congenial modes of travel, and his continuous preachings and
addresses at anniversary meetings and the like, without being amazed
at the amount of labour that devolved upon him 1 With this must be
taken into account the great age to which he had attained, and the
fact that more than half of his ripe years had been devoted to literary
and editorial work. What the wear and tear that such work entails is
understood only by those who have been or are engaged in it. Suffice it
that it is an ever-constant pressure upon the mind; and where the heart
is influenced by high and holy motives and intentions, the weight,
care, and responsibility are so much the greater. Moreover, the critical
character of the present times, and the numberless schemes and devices
of a professedly religious bearing and object, entail upon the really Spiritenlightened leaders and teachers no small degree of additional solicitude
and anxiety. Such practically know, in some measure at least, what the
Apostle meant by "the care of dl the Churches." With the enthusiasm
and the sensationalism, the Romanism and the Ritualism, the atheism and
the Rationalism, the salvationism and the socialism, the Arminianism and
the Antinomianisrri, of our times, what a mass of contrary and contending
interests is presented, and how difficult is the pursuit of the onward,
narrow, and unswerving pathway through a waste and weary wilderness to a land where sin, suffering, and sorrow are unknown! What
indispensable need of that grace, courage, and strength from on high
which alone can enable the partaker of life divine to continue" stedfast,
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that
their labour is not in vain in the Lord"!
vVell, we congratulate our departed brother upon the fact that he has
in very deed" fought the good fight, finished his course, and hath kept
the faith "-that he has been called hence to receive" the crown of
righteousness, which fadeth not away." He has, we doubt not, heard
the welcome, "VVell done, good and faithful servant; enter thou into
the joy of thy Lord!" He realizes what he and others had so long
contemplated" Yet a season, and we know
Happy entrance shall be given;
All our sorrows left below,
And earth exchanged for heaven."

Varying the language somewhat, we cannot but add, as we contemplate
our brother, in his new and blessed estate" By love and blood a precious Christ
Hath brought you safely through;
Do tell Him, now you see His face,
We long to see Him too."
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Commenting upon the departed Mr. BANKS, one who knew him for
many years writes-" How well I remember the last time he gave the
Sunday afternoon address at the Printers' Almshouses, Wood Green!
When I saw him, I felt quite sorry that I had asked him. It was
such an effort, but he came cheerfully."
The foregoing testimony confirms what we have already said with
respect to the departed's readiness to respond to every request to take
any part in the Lord's service. We believe it was with him, as it wa3
with our dear brother, the late beloved SAMUEL ABRAHAl\1 WALKER,
a fixed principle never to say "No," where, in order to serve the
Lord's cause and interest, he could by any possibility say" Yes," to an
invitation to come and speak for his blessed Lord and Master.
Well does the friend whose statement we have just quoted add,
"How much he will be missed by many poor who were relieved by
him in various parts of the country!" Ah! he will be missed indeed!
Be it remembered how continuously he was occupied, in this one particular, day by day, and that week after week and month by month
-yea, year after year. What a blank, in this respect, will he leave in
many a sick-room and humble cottage home!
In a previous page we have spoken of Mr. BANKS' early and life-long
In reply to a request on the part of Mr. COLLINGRIDGE, a
labours.
year or two ago, that those who were now engaged in the Lord's work,
but who had previously been connected with the printing art, would communicate the fact to him, Mr. BANKS writes, in his own quaint style ;I venture to affirm that you will nowhere find a mOJ;e curious specimen of
a pioneer, printer, publisher, sub-editor under the late WILLIAM MUDFORD.
E~q, (whose scn is now editor of the Standard), pulpit and platform
preacher all over England and Wales, &c., than is, and has been, your
little, old-fashioned, hard-working servant for sixty-five years, whos" singular
name is CHARLES WATERS BANKS, Do you recollect him 1 Fourteen years
in Cranbrook Church, a choral singer, printers' devil, printer and publisher
of the first Unitarian magazine, called The Inquirer; editor, printer, and
publisher of the first known provincial magazine, called the Weald of Kent
Mi1'ror. In Canterbury I printed, for the late Dr. MOLESWOllTH, the first
Church of England weekly penny pUblication, called The Penny Sunda.!{
Reader, of which hundreds of thousands were issued. Under WILLIAM
MUDFORD, Esq, , a grand Conservative writer, I was the printer and publisher of The Kentish Times, The Kent·ish Observer, The Oanterblwy Journal.
and The Oanterb~t~'Y Magazine.
WILLrAM MUDFORD, Esq., would come and hear me preach, and told me
he approved of all I said and did, except my pronunciation of "Amen."
I should pronounce it "Ah-men."
In London, nearly forty years ago, I published the first Christian penny
weekly ever known-The Ch1'istian Cabinet.
Have been originator, sole editor-proprietor of The Ew,then Vessel for
more than forty year1!. It goes now by thousands all over the English.speaking world.
Thirty.three years proprietor and editor of Cheering.
Words, which little child creeps into many a cot-yea, and ladies tell me.
into some mansions too, to cheer the heart when overwhelmed with grief.
If all my works and wars were written,

They'd show I have been sorely smitten;
Yet still a lad, both brisk and glari,
In any work God calls me to.

u
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Have been a printer over sixty-five years, a preacher over fifty-three, and
still at both, and God's almoner to scores of His poor.
Pardon your grateful servant,
C. W. BANKS.

Mr. BANKS' elder brother writes as follows:Sydenham, March 26th, 1886.
BELOVED DR. DOUDNEy,-My dear brother, for forty-one years sole editor
of The Earthen Vessel, rests from his labours. He had been confined to his
bed for three months, but so lately as Tuesday he had pen in hand, correctin!5 proofs for his monthlies. Dead! In them he speaks. I have just
received Oheering Words, containing the twenty-second chapter of his career.
It is a stirring one!
He always entertained a warm affection for you, and I believe you felt
some for him. I thought I should like you to know of his peaceful departure from his nearest relative and
Yours most sincerely,
J. W. BANKS.

Mr. BANKS' grandson writes thus:Halcham, March '28th, 1886.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-I feel sure you will receive the news of the death
of my dear aged grandfather with a feeling of regret; yet a joy will temper
this feeling, knowing, as I am sure you must do, that he is now with the
Master whom he loved and so faithfully served. As his grandson, I shall
greatly miss his kindly letters that I so frequently received, for with my
late dear father and my grandfather I have been engaged in business since
fourteen years of age. By an effort he was able to revise the proof of his
article on the day before his death, but this was his last work, and he lay
down, and gently and peacefully passed to his heavenly rest.
I felt that I must write you, for I know that he considered you one of
his true friends; and, in his notice of the March number of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, he bids you "good-bye." This must have been almost the last,
if not the last, review he wrote; but the pen is now laid aside for ever,
and he has gone to receive the only reward that he ever desired, but never
tholight he deserved-the loving blessing and welcome of his heavenly
Master.
Trusting that you are enjoying a measure of health and strengilh, enabling
you to live and labour for Him in whose service you have for so many
years been favoured to work, and with kind Christian regards,
Believe me, yours faithfully,
RODERT T. BANKS.
Thanks for your order for volumes of CHINIQUY. The work is in the
press, and will be ready in three or four weeks.

We can but most heartily desire for our young friend all the wisdom,
grace, strength, and courage his position will so specially require. The
peculiar times in which we live, the contending interests that on every
hand abound, the varied influences which will try to obtain a hold and
a mastery, will render our young friend's position one of no ordinary
difficulty.
The counsel, therefore, which we would seek affectionately
to give is, to pray for grace from on high, that he might be enabled
(Solomon-like) to fall into the Lord's hand with, "I am but a little
child: I know not how to go out or come in. . . . Give, therefore, Thy
servant an understanding heart, to discern between good and bad."
Blessed be God, it is the childTen in feeling, and the child?'en in lea?'
and selj-distTust, that are enabled, by grace and power divine, to do great
things; for "the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong."
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is "the lame that take the prey." "It is not by might, nor by
power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts."

[t

THE EDITOR.

Since the foregoing was written, we have read what the departed
wrote in Cheering Wm'ds, about the way in which he had been led from
very childhood. There we find that not so much as a shilling had ever
been laid out upon his education; that he entered a printing-office at
ten years of age, and all the knowledge he ever acquired was through
,that medium. The course he pursued, the difficulties he had to
,encounter, the sorrows under which he was sustained, and the amount
of labour that devolved upon him, are perfectly marvellous. He must
have been a man of wondrous perseverance. Nevertheless. what unprejudiced mind but must be struck with the undoubted evidence and
unmistakable proof that he was led, sustained, and upheld by.: a Power
infinitely above and beyond the creature 1 His help was superhuman t
A poor, obscure, uneducated boy originating and conducting one
periodical for more than forty, and another for upwards of thirty years;
and, moreover, leaving both the one and the other in a prosperous. and
thriving state! Dying, too, in harness! Writing or revising till within
a few hours of his departure! Enviable position! Not rtbsting ont, but
in very deed wearing O1bt, and that, too, in so good and gracious a cause,
ministering to the necessities of his poor fellow-creatures till he was
,called to draw all but his last breath. He had his bilings, poor manhis shortcomings and infirmities-and who has not 1 He, or any,
would have been but sorry messengers or helpers of their fallen fellowmen, had it been otherwise.
With respect to the departfld, there was likewise a striking illustration of the truth of the divine word, "Him that honoureth Me I will
honour." Despised as he might have been, upon the part of the proud,
the boastful, the self-sufficient, the London Press made special mention
of him and his eventful career. Even the Times published an article
in regard to him, and that in favourable terms. The City Press gave
a lengthy paper about his singularly-eventful career; and from the latter
.source, in regard to the respect shown for his memory at his funeral,
we gather the following:FUNERAL OF THE REV. C. W. BANKS.
Yesterday, the funeral of the late Rev. C. W. BANKS took place at Nunihead Cemetery. The cortege left the residence of the deceased at half.
past twelve. This consisted of a hearse and four, twelve mourning coaches,
and a number of private carriages. The procession arrived at the Surrey
Tabocnacle, Walworth, at two, where a preliminary service was held. There
was a congregation of a thousand people. Addresses were delivered by the
Rev. C. GORDELIER and the Rev. C. CORNWELL. The cortege then moved
on to Nunhead Cemetery, wheFe there was an immense concourse of persons.
An address was delivered by the Rev. J. S. ANDERSON, and the Benediction
pronounced by the Rev. J. H. LYNN.

FAITH is n3V( r soundly tried till it is brought into that distress
Uat nothing but Omnipotency can relieve out of.
u 2
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A FEW WORDS TO OUR READERS.
[The annexed was issued as a leaflet in a small part of our last
impression. ]
My DEAR FRIENDS,-By referring' to the cover of the present
number of the Magazine, you will see a short letter from my dear
friend and brother, the Rev. JAMES ORMISTON. That letter took me
greatly by surprise, but not more so than by an after-visit from Mr.
and Mrs. ORMISTON themselves. This was on the afternoon of
Wednesday, the 24th inst.-two days (as you will perceive) after the
date of his letter. Their object (he said) in calling at that time was,
to ask me to join a few friends, on the Friday evening following, in
order that they might seek unitedly to intercede with the Lord on
behalf of his beloved wife.
Being at the time very unwell, and under the doctor's care, I said
I could not possibly attend; but, although absent in person, I should be
present in spirit. My impression was, that the prayer-meeting about
to be held was to entreat the Lord, if it were His blessed will, so to
interpose His most mercif1~l and gracious hand that the proposed operation
might be dispensed with. I was the more confirmed in this belief in
consequence of the extreme cheerfulness of dear Mrs. ORMISTOl'<, and
the perfect calmness of her beloved husband. At the same time, I sat
the subject of intense self-reproach at my own want of faith and
simple, child-like repose upon my covenant God and Father, at the
little pain and, by comparison, trifling discomfort of which I personally
was the subject; the great enemy, during the wakefulness of the previous
night, having as usual insinuated, "If you feel as you do now, under
this little ailment, how will it be with you in the swellings of
Jordan 1"
Ah! dear reader, it is only those who know what these deadly assaults
of Satan are that can enter into, or practically understand, what "the
overwhelmings" of such seasons are. How powerless the creature
under such circumstances! What need for the fulfilment of the promise.
"When the enemy cometh in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall
lift up a standard against him " !
Well, after partaking of a friendly cup of tea, Mrs. ORMISTON having
entered into conversation with one and all present, smiling as if
nothing ailed her, the dear ones rose to leave; and, whilst I sought
to commit and commend them to the Lord, Mrs. ORJlUSTON stated
what comfort a word of the late beloved Bishop of Cashel, which I
had quoted in a letter, had proved upon the eve of the operation she
had previously undergone. Just at the close of his eventful life, of ninety
years' duration, the Bishop was in the act of stepping into bed (said his
faithful and attached attendant), when he expressed a hope that the
Lord would be with and take care of him during the night. Then
(as though fresh hope had sprung up, to silence his misgiving) he
added, "He will.' He wiU!" That" He will! He will!~' proved to
be a timely word to dear Mr. and Mrs. ORMISTON, and it has been
to myself upon numberless occasions.
But now, my dear friends, after what I have said as to what were
my impressions with respect to the purpose of the prayer-meeting,
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what think you was my astonishment to find that the object was
not for the setting aside the impending ordeal, but to ask the Lord
to support, sustain, and sooth(, under it ~ I repeat, I was astounded
when the message came from my anxious brother that his dem' wife
was to undergo the operation at nine o'clock on the Saturday morning! I
think I never was more taken by surprise. Hence the remembrance
,of the sufferer's-not placidity merely, but smiling cheerfulness-the
more amazed me.
And I dwell upon it here because I am so wishful, in these last
days of rebuke and blasphemy, to testify of what our God is, and
what our God can do and does, in spite of the ridicule and scorn and
contempt of the men of the age. Blessed be His ever-dear and adorable
name, He is J ehovah still! the Immutable! the Almighty! the
Omnipotent! Yea, and He reigns supreme, and He will do so until
He puts all His enemies under His feet.
But now mark, dear reader, the renewed proof and fresh evidence
Qf our God's condescension, compassion, faithfulness, and all-sufficiency.
The annexed letter from our dear brother, Mr. ORMISTON, reached us
at the moment of leaving home for church last evening; and it became
(Jur sacred privilege to read it to the congregation:14, Arlington Villas, Clijton,
LOj'd's Day Ajtemoon, March 28th, 1886,
My BELOVED FRIEND AND BROTHER,-How full of loving sympathy! The
poor dear wife underwent an operation yesterday, lasting about forty minutes,
and passed through the terrible ordeal in the strength of God-given grace.
The medical men were encouraged, on the whole, that the growth was what
they actually found it. They considered it of about one month's formation.
We had 81tch a blessed meeting on Friday evening in our dining-room, at
which the dear one was present; and the Lord certainly granted her a
renewing of heart and hope thereby. Last night she was further favoured
with a fair measure of natural sleep; and, when the wound was dressed this
morning, the medical opinion was decidedly favourable; so do join us in
praise and gratitude to "our own God."
Yesterday was such a day of stmin and personal service, from early morn
till late at night, that I had no means of replying to your most precious
note, which richly cheered us both, and came as a direct voice from our
heavenly Father.
Continue in prayer for her and me, my beloved brother, for we shall
truly need it from day to clay.
Excuse haste. Much love in Christ to you, your dear wife and sister.
Affectionately yours,
J. ORMISTON.

And now, dear friends, I feel that it is needless I should say more,
in order to enlist your sympathies, and commend to your prayers and
wrestlings at the mercy-seat, the dear ones of whom I have spoken.
I remain, yours, in the bonds of imperishable love,
St. Luke's Vicarage, Bedminster,
D. A. DOUDNEY.
Monday Morning, March 29th, 1886.
To combine zeal with prudence is indeed difficult. There is often
too much self in our zeal, and too much of the fear of man in our
prudence.-Newton.
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TO A MOURNER.
APART from the manifestation of which I spoke in my letter-and
the which I have never forgotten, notwithstanding the many years which
have since passed away-other reasons have presented themselves, or
rather, I trust, have been presented by the Lord, to establish my hope
and satisfy my soul, in regard to your departed one being "for ever
with the Lord."
And, first, let me state that, many years ago, I heard a minister quote
a remark to which he had once listened, and in which he quite agreedto the effect that no poor sinner with his face turned Christwa1'd could,
ever be rejected.
Personally I believe this; and why 1 Because, by nature, every soul
under the sun is at enmity with Christ. He desires not the knowledge
of His ways. His language is, "Who is the Lord, that we should
obey Him 1 We will not have this Man to reign over us ! " Mark,
the veriest effort on the part of the serpent-bitten Israelite in the
wilderness to look to the brazen serpent was a practical proof of his
belief in the means which Jehovah had provided for his cure. Hence
he honoured the Lord, and brought glory to His name, in thus seeking
to look and live, in this divinely-appointed way. Had he yielded
to the thought of the absurdity or the unlikelihood of such a simple
means effecting a cure, and consequently still clung to the ground, rolled
in misery, and been callous as to the glorious proclamation, "Look and
live!" how different were the case! Again, how different would it
have been had Naaman persisted in his angry exclamation, "Are not
Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters
of Israel 1 May I not wash in them, and be clean 1" and rejected the
loving counsel of his servants, "My father, if the prophet had bid thee
do some great thing, wouldest thou not have done it1 How much rather,
then, when he saith unto thee, Wash, and be clean 1" In both the
one case and the other-that of the serpent-bitten Israelite and Naaman
-there was a belief and a falling in with the means provided. This,
I contend, was giving honour to the Most High. Moreover, both the
one and the other knew their diseased and necessitous condition, and,
consequently, were both willing and anxious to seek the means of cure,
so sovereignly and effectually provided.
A sinner looking to Christ has a two-fold knowledge, and that knowledge is by divine communication. First, he sees and feels himself lost,
helpless, undone; next, he beholds in Christ the only remedy. He
knows that "there is balm in Gilead; that there is a Physician
there."
Next, he is made willing to receive salvation upon Gospel termsthat is, "without money and without price" ; and, realizing his povertystricken condition, he rejoices in the hope that he may be a participant>,
in the great blessing pronounced by Christ, in regard to the fifty and
the five hundred pence debtors-that, "when they had nothing to pay
[with], he [their creditor] freely forgave them both."
Another precious evidence of divine teaching is the settled, inwrought,
unswerving conviction that "there is none other name under heaven,
given among men, whereby we must be saved," but that of Jesus only.
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No man by nature knows himself a sinner, in a truly Gospel sense, nor
does he, consequently, realize the oocessity of Christ ag his Daysman
and Redeemer.
The most that a merely nominally-convicted or
awakened sinner thinks of Christ is, that He is a Makeweight-that
He furnishes what is wanting to come up to the standard of the
divine requirements. Hence his consummate ignorance of the demands
of that law which is "holy, just, and good," and the "offender or
breaker of which in one point is guilty of all."
Among the utterances of your beloved departed one, I am informed,
was the following" And if my soul is sent to hell,
Thy righteous law approves it well."

Now, her quoting that was a practical acknowledgment of, and acquiescence in, its truth; and from my heart I believe that it is impossible a
soul can ever be lost who holds that so deeply-humbling truth as an essential
clause in his creed. It is at once a recognition of the purity of the
divine law, and an admission of divine justice. It was only by the
Spirit-Jehovah, the Psalmist was brought to see and say, "Against
Thee, Thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in Thy sight, that
Thou mightest be justified when Thou speakest, and be clear when Thou.
judgest."
Ah! it is a blessed thing when the mouth of a self-exonerating or
self-justifying sinner is stopped! It implies that God the Holy Ghost
has been at work, and shown him :l.t least somewhat of himself and what
he deserves. Mark this in the utterance of the thief on the cross" We indeed suffer justly, but this Man hath done nothing amiss."
Thence, and at once, came forth the importunate cry, "Lord, remember
me when Thou comest into Thy kingdom!" And oh, what an answer!
How free! How full! How blessed! "And Jesus said unto him,
Verily, I say unto thee, To-day shalt thou be with Me in paradise."
Oh, the richness, the freeness, the fulness, the blessedness, of graceof that pardoning love and mercy which the Lord delights to bestow,
and the which so glorifies Him in bestowing!
Whilst touching upon the subject of self-justification, there is vividly
brought to my recollection what occurred nearly fifty years ago. If you
turn to my little booklet, "A Branel Plucked Out of the Fire,";r you will
find, at page 16, how struck I was, in my first visit to WILLIAM
(my poor step-brother), with the change in him in this respect,
namely, the total absence of those excuses which he had been in
the habit previously of making, and the which had led my preciou~
mother to say, "William, I shall have no hope of you whilst you continue
to justify yourself as ym. do." Oh, what an alteration had been wrought
in him in this respect; and, in place of this self-justification, how
ardent and intense was his self·loathing and reproach! Oh, how that
marvellous scene re-presents itself at this moment; and how that wondrous trophy of divine love, mercy, grace, and power, is brought afresh
before me, with his clasped hands, his glowii.1g countenance, his grateful
rapture, his exulting exclamation, "Precious Saviour / Precious Saviour /
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Precious Saviour!" and instantly closing his eyes in death! Oh, the
riches of grace, the boundlessness of mercy, the fulness, freeness, and
sovereignty of divine love! "A brand plucked out of the fire I,
indeed!
Moreover, within the hour or so of receiving your letter, my beloved
Nephew, a little booklet and letter came to hand, in which the writer
describes, in the most striking way, how he personally had visited and
been the eye-witness of another marvellous example of divine, allconquering love, mercy, grace, and compassion. It occurred as far back
as 1857, and in the hospital hard by my birth-place, that stands upon
the field where I, as a boy, used to play. The title of the book is,
"Christ Here I Christ There!" 'iI- being the dying words of a PQor Dutch
seaman, named JAN KREINS HursMAN. It is really a most striking,
soul-refreshing account, so different in style altogether from the frothy,
flimsy, free-will heresies of the day. It is just a precious example of
the Lord Himself doing His own work, in His own way, without the
puny interference or dictation of the poor finite creature. His own
demonstration of His own declaration, mind, and will-" Shall not the
prey be taken from the mighty, and the lawful captive delivered ~ I,
His own covenant "I will" and "they shall" brought into blessed
prominence and power. The creature sinking into nothing, and less
than nothing, before the great, the immutable, the eternal "I AM
THAT I AM." Oh, how one exults in the exhibition, from time to
time, of these divine God-and-Christ-exalting verities!
But again, with respect to your loved departed one, I hear that she
said, "I no more at Mary wonder," and that she asked you to say it
through to her, and that you did sol< I no more at Mary wonder,
" Dying love her heart attracted;
Dropping tears upon the grave;
Soon she felt His rising power;
Earnest asking all around her,
He who Mary thus affected,
, Where is He that died to save 1'
Bids His mourners weep no more."
Now, what does the repetition of these lines exhibit but a kindred
spirit with Mary ~ There can be no question of it. She was likeminded with that earnest and ardent seeker after Jesus; and, for my
own part, I feel fully convinced and thoroughly satisfied that she has
now joined the ransomed host above, and is already casting her
blood-bought crown at Emmanuel's feet.
But, finally, dear bereaved one, let me urge you to petition the Lord
Himself to set your mind at rest upon the matter. He can-yea, and
I believe will, in His own time and way-settle your mind as He did
mine, in regard to a beloved departed one, about whom I have never
since had a doubt, during a period of six-and-forty years.
Since the foregoing was written, I rejoice in the further testimony
which your letter, just to hand, gives. The Lord J ehovah, Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost, be abundantly praised and glorified for the same. You
say, "Nearly her last words, were, 'The Lord is my Shepherd. I II And
blessed be the name of that great, that good, that glorious Shepherd,
• Published by Mr.
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for all He has been and done. What a mercy! How high, how distinguishing, the privilege! How great, how glorious, the claim, and
that in the very article of so-called death, "The Lord is my Shepherd" !
Oh, would He deceive, or permit a poor, self-condemned, Christ-seeking
sinner to be deceived, at such a momentous crisis ~ Ah! no! "The
Lord is my Shepherd."
You continue, "At another time she said to me, 'I cannot say that
He is mine.' " You add, "I thought at once I would rather hear her say
that, than that she should say He was, when there were no real groun:ls •
for her to say so." Do not lose sight, dear Nephew, of the ebbing and
flowing (so to speak) of the Psalmist's utterances, even ag;tin and
again in the self-same Psalm. Now' singing, then sighing. Now in
sweet assurance, then in plaintive appeal. Now in triumph, anon in
tears.
Again, you say, "At the moment of her death, I had a wonderful
feeling come over me, as if all were bright around me. I am therefore confident that my darling is safe, although she could say nothing
at last. Just before she became unconscious, we saw her hand go up
and down two or three times, just as if something wonderful was
:revealed to her."
And no doubt such was the case. vVe have little idea of what the
Lord's departing ones behold, at least occasionally, at the moment of
their departure. ,. Who can be sorry ~ "or words to that effect, said
one member of the family of the departing Mr. NUNN, of Manchester.
"See how happy he is!" Such scenes remind one so forcibly of the
lines, quoted elsewhere" Oh, could we die with those that die,
And place us in their stead,
How would our spirits long to fly,
And converse with the dead!
" How should we scorn these clothes of flesh,
These fetters and this load!
And long for evening to undress,
That we might rest with God! ,.

You add, dear Nephew, "I do not murmur. Indeed, I cannot. The
Lord has enabled me to feel that this trial is sent in love. It is a
great trial. I could not have a greater, but I think I can bless God
for it."
And undoubtedly this, not merely surrender, but acquiescence, is of
Him who is "wonderful in counsel and excellent in working." U nsanctified trial stirs up the natural enmity of the- human heart, with
the rebellious inquiry, "Why should I be thus dealt with ~ for
'who hath resisted His will ~ ," whilst resisting it all the time. On
the contrary, where the afliiction or bereavement is accompanied with
the sweet, subduing, mellowing influence and' operations of divine grace,
it leads the partaker to exclaim, "Shall not the Judge of all the
earth do right ~" "Shall we receive good at the hand of God, and
shall we not receive evil also ~ . . . . The Lord gave, and the Lord hath
taken away: blessed be the name of the Lord."
The Lord have you, dear Nephew, and your ten dear motherless ones,
in His holy care and keeping. Yea, He will! He will!
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PRESENT CRISIS AND THE PREMIER'S PROPOSED>
IRISH BILL.
WE have received the subjoined document from Dublin; and, having
read it to the congregation of St. Luke's, Bedminster, we feel it in• cumbent upon us to insert it in these pages. Remembering, as we
cannot but remember, that we were personally ordained in Ireland,
and spent nearly eleven years of the early part of our ministry there,
it cannot but be endeared to our memory. Moreover, our beloved
Son (whose portrait appears in the present number of this Magazine)
went through his University course in Trinity College, Dublin, previously to his being ordained by the late Bishop of Carlisle, chosen
his chaplain, and appointed as the first incumbent to the new Church
of St. James', in that city. Nor can we lose sight of the fact that
our Industrial School was established in Ireland, whence emanated Dr.
GILL'S voluminous Commentary, and various other works.
It was,
moreover, the birth-place of Old Jonathan, many million copies of
which, during the last thirty years, have gone through the length and
breadth of the habitable globe, and the blessing attendant upon the
perusal of which will only be known when the secrets of the last
great day will be revealed.
In addition to the afore-named facts, we may mention the friendships formed in the sister-isle, the which time will never dissolve.
They were friendships formed for eternity!
Upon these varied accounts, therefore, we cannot but cherish the
liveliest interest in, and on behalf of, Ireland, and feel, in common
with thousands who have a personal acquaintance with her, that the
destruction of her Church was a most lamentable event, and, instead
of tending to a happy memorializing the character and work of the
chief agent in the Church's destrudion, will, in the sequel, prove a
lasting stigma uJ!on his name and an eternal blot upon his fame, the
more especially wnen the permanent end and purpose are revealed,
namely, the seye:mnce of the two kingdoms. That this was the ultimatedesign, recent disclosures have confirmed; and we hesitate not to say
that the chief actor in this business has proved himself a traitor to·
his Church, his country, and his Sovereign. That he has throughout,
been in league-yea, in the closest alliance-with Rome, there can be
no :reasonable doubt. His every act and numberless appointments confirm the fact. He has proved himself utterly unworthy of the least,
trust or veriest confidence-subtle, crafty, void of principle, and prepared to sacrifice the dearest interests and most sacred of obligations.
in order to 'gratify his ambition, and pander to the love of power and
authority. But, if we mistake not, all this will only, in the issue,
render his ultimate fall the more marked and irretrievable.
As we purpose giving an extra half-sheet with the present Numboc
of this work, and inasmuch as we consider the present juncture one
of the most serious and critical within the memory of man, we shall
offer no apology for introducing matters of such paramount weight and
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importance. There can be no question that, as a kingdom, we stand
at this moment in most imminent peril. We are upon the very eve
of a fearful outbreak. The kingdom-more especially Ireland-is ripe
for rebellion; and, unless the arm of the mighty God of Jacob is outstretched on our behalf, we fear bloodshed-and that to an extent
,,,hich the Lord alone knows-will be the consequence. Our hope is
in God, and God alone. Day and night do we personally appeal to,
and beseech Him to interpose. Again and again do we entreat Him
to "turn the counsels of the Ahithophels" of the day "into foolishness,"
and once again to appear on behalf of the land, considering the amount
of salt that is still to be found both in England and Ireland. Here
is our hope. The Lord would not have destroyed the cities of the'
plain if so be but ten righteous had been found there. Now, how
many, many tens-yea, thousands of tens-are to be found in dear old,
though guilty, England! Hence, here is a very powerful plea and a
very strong reason to urge before Him who saith, "Bring forth your
strong arguments; plead with Me."
Under the circumstances, and upon this so special and momentous
occasion, we feel justified in setting before our readers, in brief, the
opinions of a few of the secular Press, in regard to the recent pro~
posal of the Premier, in his long-promised Irish Bill. That its ultimate
aim is the severance of the United Kingdom scarcely admits of a
doubt; and that the whole is a piece of Popish intrigue is equally plain.
Hence those who value their constitutional freedom and privileges
should unite and combine, as one man, to resist to the utmost the
passing of any such measure.
Moreover, all the facts connected therewith go to prove how utterly
unworthy is the chief mover therein of even the very least trust or
confidence. He ought to be deemed and dealt with as a Jtesuit of thefirst water; and the frustration of his various movements, and the low
and hapless condition into which he has instrumentally brought the
country, ought to be regarded as a signal proof of J ehovah's frown.
upon the man and his measures.
Now here, in a few words, are the testimonies of the secular journals
with respect to the proposed Bill, upon the merits of which thewonderful and specious orator kept a packed and crowded House in
breathless attention for well-nigh three hours and a half, a large proportion of the audience having been in waiting for this astounding
display of the powers of 'a well-nigh octogenarian from a very early
hour in the day. What more calculated to pander to the pride, the
vanity, the self-esteem, of such a man 1 but, as we have said, calculated.
to make his fall the more marked and unmistakable;OPINIONS OF THE PRESS.
"The orator's meaning id all but universally condemned as vain, visionary
altogether impracticable, except for the purpose of race hatr~d, religious.
bigotry, and anarchy in general."- St. J ames's Gazette.
•, No time is to be lust, ll? pains ought to be spared, in bringing before.
the popular mind the consequences of this disastrous offer." -Times.
"He has proposed, however we may regard it, the most extraordinary,
the most unwelcome, the most revolutionary step ever submitted to theo
British Parliament." -paily Telegraph.
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"A thinly-veiled project for total separation. Its doom is already happily
pronounced." - Globe.
"Will the men who shudder at coercion calmly embrace the prospect of
civil war in Ireland, and military reconquest by British arms 1 It is a
message of disc.ord, not of peace. "-Standard.
"The sole result of the project is to hand over Ireland to the domination
of a faction whose career is already marked by tyranny in its worst ahd
most oppressive form. "-Liverpool Courier.
"The inevitable ultimate result would be coercion of Cromwellian severity."
-Liverpool .Albion.
"The danger of the change proposed is immense."-Birmingham Gazette.
"It could never work, and would soon end in anarchy."-Belfast Northern
Whig.
"Retrograde and dangerous."-Londonderry Slandal"d.
Need we add that, had we quoted the opinions of the "religious
Press," we might have been charged with prejudice and bigotry 1 It
might have been brought against us upon the ground of our antagonism to
Popery. Inasmuch as we have simply quoted from secular journals,
such objections can have no weight. The testimony, however, of
journals having primarily in view the cause of God and truth will, we are
persuaded, emphasize the view we have taken of the whole proceeding.
Annexed is the document from Ireland of which we first spoke : GENERAL SYNOD OF THE CHURCH OF IRELAND.
Dublin, March 31st, 1886.
At a special meeting of the General Synod, convened by the Lord
Archbishop of Dublin to consider the present grave crisis of public aff.irs,
and held on the ~3rd of March, 1886, the following resolutions were passed
unanimously :1. Proposed by the Lord Bishop of Limerick; seconded by Sir F. W.
HEYGATE, Bart. :"That we, the bishops, clergy, and laity of the Church of Ireland,
assembltld in this General Synod from all parts of Ireland, and representing
more than six hundred thousand of the Irish people, consider it a duty
at the present crisis to affirm our constant allegiance to the throne, and
our unswerving attachment to the legislative union now subsisting between
Great Britain and Ireland. And we make this declaration not as adherents
of a party, nor on behalf of a class, but as a body of Irishmen holding
various political opinions, following different callings, representing many
separate interests, and sharing, at the same fme, a common desire for the
honour and welfare of our native land."
2. Proposed by the Lord Bishop of Derry; seconded by Col. J.
FFOLLIOl'T, D.L. :"That we contemplate with dismay the social disorder, intimidation, and
violence which prevail in many parts of Ireland, due to an agitation the promoters of which would, it is evident, have paramount influence in a separate
Irish Parliament. We therefore protest-in common with large numbers
of our fellow· countrymen who do not belong to our Church-against the
establishment of such a Parliament in this land. We are convinced that
so revolutionary a change would only aggravate the peril to civil and
religious liberty, and the insecurity of property and life, which now exist;
nor coold any guarantees against such dangers be enforced by the Imperial
Government, in opposition to the will of an Irish Parliament, without a
recourse to arms."
3. Proposed by the Lord Bishop of Ossory; seconded by the Rev. GEORGE
SALMON, D.D., F.R.S.:-
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"That we hereby record our devotion to the interests of the great
Empire of which this United Kingdom is the centre-a devotion intensified
by our attachment to the country of our birth. We recognise the advantage
and honour we derive from our present Imperial position, and the conspicuolls
place which Irishmen have long held among those to whom the Empire
owes its prosperity and its fame. We therefore protest, in the interests
both of our country and of the Empire, against any measure that could
endanger the legislative union between Great Britain and Ireland, believing that such a step would tend to the complete separation of these
countries, and to the consequent dismemberment and humiliation of the
Empire as a whole."
4. Proposed by the Rt. Hon. J udge WARREN; seconded by the High Sheriff
of Louth (Mr. T. P. CAIRNES):"That believing, for the reasons already stated, that the policy against
which we have protested would be injurious to the best interests-social,
moral, and religious-of our country, we consider ourselves further bound
to resist it, as tending to impoverish, if not to expatriate, many of those on
whose support the maintenance of our Church, under Goel, depends, and
thereby to disable her in the efforts which she is making to supply the
spiritual needs of her people."
NOTE.-The General Synod is composed of the archbishops and bishops
of the Church, and of clerical and lay members elected triennially by the
several dioceses of Ireland, and thus represents the Church in every
district and parish throughout the kingdom.
Besides the proposers and seconders of the above resolutions, there were
others who spoke strongly in their favour, including the Archbishop of
Dublin, the Bishops of Down, Killaloe, and Kilmore, the Provost of Trinity
College, the Dean of Clonfert, the Earl of Belmqre, Sir A.NDREW HART, Mr.
RICHARD BAGWELL, and Mr. JAMES SPAIGHT.

Within a few minutes of having written the foregoing, our attention
was casually called to the annexed remarks of our late beloved brotherin-law, the Incumbent of Charles Episcopal Chapel, Plymouth, in his
"Gospel Cottage Lectures." In writing upon the character and history
of Rahab, he says:May I not pause here for a moment, and remark concerning our highlyfavoured land 1 Is not the growing indifference of our rulers, and of the large
masses of our people, to the cause of God, and especially to our old Protestant
laws, and the landmarks of truth contained in our Thirty-nine Articles, a most
sad intimation that we, as a nation, are like the Amorites of old, filling up
our measure of iniquity, and that, like them, we may expect the great judgments of God to be poured forth upon us 1 I confes~ I tremblingly fear that we are
rapidly filling up such a measure-coquetting with the scarlet harlot of Rome
in a thousand abominable ways, both in our Church and out of it; and even
sending our princes to be dandled upon her accursed knees, beguiled by her
Satanic wiles, and-who can ire1l1-to be entangled in the net of her seducing
wantonness, and to be debauched and made drunken with her beastly cup!
Oh, England, where are thy ancient kings and nobles who would cheerfully
descend from a throne to a cottage, or lay their heads upon a martyr's block,
but who, knowing Rome's abominations, and fearing the God of nations, could
not-would not-forego or trifle with a coronation oath 1 Indeed, indeed the
Lord's hidden ones, who mourn over these things, have need to cry mightily to
the Lord, that He would yet open the blinded eyes of our high ones, before the
last wreck of our once glorious constitution, with its many and vast privileges,
be swept away, and, in the last judgments of our insulted God, the iron grip of
tyranny be 'substituted for the blessed liberty we, as a free people, have
long enjoyed.
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If our dear brother thus wrote some thirty years ago, what would
he say now ~ In speaking at a large meeting in Exeter Hall, in the
earlier stages of the Tractarian movement, he said of its votaries and
abettors that "they cught to be sent handcv;fjed to Rome, and the sooner
they went the better'." What would he say now ~ There are some very
prominent men who, had they been honest, would have openly and
avowedly gone to Rome, where their hea1·ts long have been, They
are only playing an insincere and hypocritical part where they are,
vainly presuming upon priestly absolution by-and-bye, for their having
thus sought, in a covert and underhand way, to further the cause of
Rome. And yet, were they not wilfully and judicially blind-were
their hearts open to receive the plain and unmistakable teaching of
that sacred Book which says, "To the law and the testimony; if they
:speak not according to this Word, it is because there is no light in
them "-they would there see the awful and irremediable doom which
,awaits all those who are caught in the hapless meshes, and allured by
the treacherous and fatal intrigues, of Babylon, the Mother of Harlots.
N ever was destruction more emphatically declared than in regard to
that most captivating but delusive system.

THE NEED OF DIVINE PROTECTION.
WHILST lawlessness is rampant, and when no less than three thousand
police were required to protect her Most Gracious Majesty on her way
from Buckingham Palace to the Savoy, how intensely needful is the
fulfilment of the sacred word, "The wrath of man shall praise Thee;
the remainder of wrath Thou wilt restrain." In further proof of such
divine restraint being indispensable, mark the language of a prominent
:speaker at a recent open-air meeting in London-" If he thought the
miserable system under which they now lived, with all its attendant
horrors, could be got rid of to-morrow by cutting the throats of the
one million and a quarter who took so much more than their share of
the wealth of the country, he would cut their throats with his own hand,
if he were able at that very moment," adding, "he would, by heaven!"
it\' Well did the loved and lamented Earl of SHAFTESBURY state, some
time ago, in London, that" if matters went on as they were goin~,
withi~ ten years London would be beyond control" ; and, when we think
of what so lately occurred at the West End, and that, too, hard by an
immense body of police and military, we can only ascribe the marvellous
rescue from a most fearfully disastrous and awfully destructive state
of things to the restraining power and boundless love and mercy of the
God of our salvation.
WHAT THE IRISH WANT.
J. M. S. B. writes to the Standard as follows-" Not long ago I met an
Irish Roman Catholic priest, and, in the course of conversation, I asked
him what the Irish really did want. His reply was, 'Sir, in the first
place, we want the land; secondly, complete and entire separation from
England; and thirdly, the expulsion of every heretic from the country.' "
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PARLOUR ECHOES; OR, TALK BETWEEN G-E
AND M-G.
G--E.-You've gone too fast, M--G. I cautioned you again
-and again upon this score; and bitterly do I lament my having yielded
to your judgment, in opposition to my own.
M--G.-I really can see no cause for regret; and, as to alarm
about the ultimate consequences, there can be no reason whatever
for it.
G.-Ah! there are none so blind as those who won't see. I have
]ong seen breakers ahead, and have done my utmost to avert the dire
calamities which I have but too good ground to apprehend await me.
I fear old PALlImRSTON'S words will yet come true-that I shall go out
of my mind, and die in an asylum, after all. A pretty reward for my
half-century's Parliamentary labours!
M.-I am sorry indeed to hear you talk in this strain. The fact
is, you are over-done; and I am sure Sir A-- C-- would
,suggest rest and a change of scene. Why not take a sea-trip ~ You
know the immense benefit you derived on previous occasions.
G.-Ah ! it's too late in the day to rt)sort to that course again.
'That kind of thing won't answer any longer. Suspicions are aroused,
and the public mind is too much on the alert, and in too agitated
,a state, to allow any such device again to be practised.
M.-I can't see it. The esteem in which you are held by the
masses in general, and the remembrance of your great age, will furnish
,ample reason for your resorting to such means, the more especially as
the result of medical advice.
G.-I tell you, M--G, it won't do-it won't do. I dare not resort
to it. I would if I could. It's a kind of thing that's had its day. I
'must stand my ground and bear the consequences now, be they what
they may. It's the haste that's done the mischief. We have presumed
upon our strength and popularity. I was foolish enough to think I
had got JOHN BULL by the horns, and that I could do anything with
him; but, now that he's ronsed, I tremble for the issue, and I've good
reason for it too.
M.-I can see no grounds for taking such a gloomy view of matters.
See how thoroughly the Churches are imbued with our noble doctrines
and practices; and you know you have the Dissenters with you almost
to a man.
G. --I'm not so sure of that. This Irish question', with. all that it
involves, has created a stir, and led to investigations and inquiries;
and you must admit that the less of sueh sometimes the better. I
thought that the extension of the franchise would not only have
strengthened my hands, but have led to a revival of trade; instead of
which the stagnation still continues-indeed, is intensified. Moreover,
the shoe pinches under increased taxation.
_
M.-Ah! I must confess that here is your weak point. I reminded
you, years ago, of the wise course you adopted in regard to the income
tax. That is so galling to the people, that the veriest prospect of its
removal would suffice to make llyny Minister .popular, apart from a:ll
other considerations.
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G.-Yes; but the misfortune is that the current expenditure has
necessitated its increase, rather than the dispensing with it altogether.
M.-That is unfortunate certainly; and earnestly do I wish you
could have devised some other plan for meeting the national outgoings,
rather than perpetuating, and even increasing, that obnoxious tax.
G.-I have, however, another source of annoyance. It has vexelil
and irritated me greatly.
M.-What may that be 1
G.-Why, you have spoken of the Ohurch being imbued with Romish
doctrines and practices. I admit it, and you are quite aware that I
have done my utmost to further this in every possible way.
M.-I am indeed conscious of it; and, from His Holiness himself
down to the lowest member of our holy communion, we feel a lasting
debt of gratitude is due to you for the good service you have rendered
our holy mother. Your labours will serve to canonize you, and that
is no light matter. But what is it that has so vexed and troubled you?
Pray say.
G.-Why, that stupid mortal whom I last made a bishop. Scarcely
was he installed in his high office before he throws off the mask I
was so anxious to conceal, and assumes the attire of Rome; and what
does he look like in his new-fangled tawdry 1 Why, to my mind,
absurd-ridiculous in the extreme-like a big doll dressed up in all
sorts of colours, with a tall lackey at its back, to protect and take
care of it. A greater absurdity I think I never saw. He has rendered
himself a thorough laughing-stock. I should think his only admirer is
himself.
M.-I must differ from you in this view. Such sentiments would
be to condemn myself.
G.-The case is very different with you, as having openly espoused
a system which adopts this kind of thing; but for a man professedly
attached to a Ohurch that condemns it, it is falsifyjng his position, and
compromising me as his patron. In a word, it was a betrayal of
trust, and has subjected me, in certain quarters, to no small amount
of censure. Why, some have actually gone so far as to say that he and
I ought to be handcuffed, and sent off post-haste to Rome!
M.-Oh, never mind what is said! You are old enough, and have seen
too much of Parliamentary life, to care for mere passing reproach.
After a little angry excitement, JOHN BULL soon settles down in his
wonted self-satisfaction, and things progress as we would wish.
G.-That might have applied to the past, but I have grave fears as
to its holding good any longer. As I before remarked, we have gone
too fast. I have miscalculated my strength. I was under the impression I could say or do anything. I find it otherwise; and, now that
the public mind is thoroughly aroused, I greatly fear the consequences.
Matters of late have terribly gone against me. I have lost what, I
fear, I shall never again regain. In fact, to be candid, M--G, Haman,
in the case of Mordecai and the Jews of old, haunts me like a spectre,
and day and night I am tormented with the saying, "If Mordecai be
of the seed of the Jews, before whom thou hast begun to fall, tholli
shalt not prevail against. him, but shall surely fall before him."
M.-The mother of God and all the saints and angels forbid that

305

Tlte Gospel Magazine.

such a hapless state of things as that should await one who has been of
such service to our holy cause as you have! Be assured no such
calamity will ever befall you.
G.-I tell you what it is, M--G. I begin strongly to ~uspect that
you and I have run counter to our own former convictions, such as we
have both widely, and at the time honestly, expressed, since which
I fear we have been given up to believe a lie. We have been victims
to ambition. We have courted popularity. We have been enamoured
of the enthusiasm and plaudits of the people. But, after all, there is
no closing our eyes to the fact that the cause we have espoused is
the Babylon of the Apocalypse; and happy it will be for us if we
do not personally share in the doom and final destruction that, beyond
all doubt, await her!
THE DANGER OF ROMAN OATHOLICISM.
A CORRESPONDENT of a Portsmouth journal, quoting from Mr. GLADSTONE'S "Vatican Decrees," says :"My propositions, then, as they stand, are these :-(1.) That Rome
has substituted for the proud boast of sempm' eadem (always the same)
a policy of violence and a change in faith. (2.) That she has refurbished
and paraded anew every rusty tool she was fondly thought to have
disused. (3.) That no one can now become her convert without renouncing his moral and mental freedom, and placing his civil loyalty and
duty at the mercy of another. (4.) That she [Rome] has equally
repudiated modern thought and ancient history."-" The Vatican Decrees," page 6.
Now, what reliance can be placed on a man who contradicts to-day
what he said yesterday 1 Who has less claim to consistency than this
traitor to his Ohurch, his country, and his Queen 1
The same writer says :"Something has been said about charity by your two correspondents.
I fear we should see precious little of that article, if the Papal Ohurch
carried out its programme. The oath taken by Roman Oatholic bishops
is as follows-' Heretics, schismatics, and rebels to our said lord [i.e.,
the Pope1and his successors, I will to the utmost of my power persecute
and wage war with,' &c., which, of course, means death when they have
the chance, thereby justifying murder. If they had the power they
want, the civil and religious liberty in England would not be worth two .
years' purchase. To show how perfectly the Romish Ohurch approve, of
the Gunpowder Plot, Oardinal MANNING, on the anniversa1'y of the
same in 1873, had a passage in his sermon in which he defended the
Jesuit GARNET, av-d was most indignant with Mr. NEWDEGATE, M.P.,
for alluding to it. Oardinal MANNING referred to the conspirators of the
diabolical plot to blow up the Houses of Parliament as now being saints
in heaven, in the following words-' One by one they went to the
scaffold and the rack. The rack groaned and the scaffold dripped with
gore as they ascended to a martyr's crown. What a tale the history of
the three hundred years I-a two{old history, written both in earth and
heaven-by the wise and worldly here on earth, entitled, "The ExecuX
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tion of Justice"; in heaven, "The Roll of Martyrs." On .earth they wore
the garb of felons; in heaven, they stand arrayed in white, and crowned.
Here, they were arraigned in the dock as malefactors; there, they· sit by
the throne of the Son of God.'-' Sermons on Ecclesiastical Subjects,'
by H. EDWARD, Archbishop of Westminster. Second edition, Vol. 1.,
p. 190."
And yet this so-called Cardinal MANNING, in the face of these vile
statements, is the man that (like the traitorous Premier himself) is
almost idolized in these truth-compromising times. With almost every
public work, having nominally the well-being of the people at heart, this
pervert is more or less mixed up; and thus are the people deludedyea, carried away, as by a fatal spell-and that, too, by the very man
who has made no secret of his purpose, but frankly told his priests that
their business is "to bind or break, to subjugate and rule, our Imperial
race," that is, "the British people, with their Queen and Church and
Parliament."
OUR BELOVED QUEEN.
[THE following letters from our beloved Queen will serve to show how
sympathizing and tender her heart. How deeply she feels for others'
woes! These fresh proofs of Her Majesty's interest in her people may
well stir up the hearts of her loyal subjects to pray-and that most.
fervently-" From traitorous counsellors and Popish sycophants, good
Lord, deliver her! "-ED.]
THE LATE REV. DR. TULLOCH.-A ROYAL TESTHWNY.
Mrs. OLIPHANT, in her memorial sketch of the late Principal TULLOCH.
which appears in Blac7cuood's Magazine for April, gives, by permission of
the Queen, two letters written by Her Majesty-one to the Rev. W. W.
TULLOCH, and the other to Mrs. TULLOCH, on the loss they had
sustained :W. W. TULLOCH.
Osborne, FebntMy 13th, 1886.
I am stunned by this dreadful news. Your dear, excellent, distinguished
father also taken away from us, and from dear Scotland, whose Church he
so nobly defended. I have again lost a dear and honoured friend, and my
heart sinks within me when I think I shall not again on earth look on that.
noble presence, that kindly face, and listen to those words of wisdom and
Christian large-heartedness which used to do me so much good. But I
should not speak of myself when you, his children, and your dear mother,
and our beloved Scotland, lose so much. Still I may be, I hope, forgiven
if I do appear egotistical, for I have lost so many, and when I feel so
alone.
Your dear father was so kind, so wise, and it was such a pleasure to see
him at dear Balmoral. No more! Never again! These dreadful words,
I so often have had to repeat, make my heart turn sick. God's will be
done! Your dear ·father is at rest, and his bright spirit free!
We must not grieve for him. When I saw you at Balmoral, you seemed
anxious about him, and I heard the other day he could not write. Pray
convey the expression of my deepest sympathy to your dear mother, whose
health, I know, is not strong, and to all your family. I mourn with you.
Princess BEATRICE is deeply grieved, and wishes me to express her true
THE QUE.EN TO THE REV.
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I shall be most anxious for details of this terrible
Ever yours truly and sorrowingly,
VICTORIA R. & 1.

THE QUEEN TO MRS. TULLOCH.
Windsor Castle, February 17th, 1886.
DEAR MRS. TULLOCH,-You must allow one who respected, admired, and
loved your dear distinguished husband to write to you, though personally
unacquainted with you, and to try to say what I feel.
My heart bleeds for you-the dear, worthy companion of that noble,
excellent man, so highly-gifted and large-hearted, and so brave-whose
life is crushed by the greatest loss which can befall a woman.
To me the loss of such a friend, whom I so greatly respected and trusted,
is very g?"eat; and I cannot bear to think that I shall not again see him,
and admire that handsome, kindly face and noble presence, and listen to his
wise words, which breathed such a lofty Christian spirit.
I am most anxious to visit you, and trust that you will allow me to do
w quite quietly and privately, as one who knew your dear husband so well,
and has gone through much sorrow, and knows what you feel and what you
suffer. Pray express my true sympathy to all your children, who have lost
such a father. My thoughts will be especially with you to-morrow, and I
pray that God may be with you, to help and sustain you.
Believe me always yours most sincerely,
VICTORIA R. & T.

"These touching expressions of a fellow-feeling, so tender, simple,
and sincere, are of the kind," remarks Mrs. OLIPHANT, "that have
given Her Majesty the empire she so justly holds in the hearts of her
people."

LINES BY A MEMBER OF THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND.
SOCIETY.
WHERE'ER throughout our dear old
land
The voice of prayer is heard;
Where meet the happy household band
'1'0 read God's Holy Word;
Where'er you are, where'er you be,
Let this your prayer ascend"From GLADsroNE and the Papacy,
Old England, Lord, defend! "

The servant sweeping out the hall,
The lady in her bower;
The seamstress toiling for her bread
Till past the midnight hour;
The operative at the loom,
The mariner at sea,
The soldier in the barrack roomYea, all who bend the knee,

Let the fond mother bending o'er
Her treasures where they sleep;
And she who by the sufferer's couch
Doth nightly vigil keep;

And put their trust in Israel's Lord,
Now seek His aid who reigns
above,
And pray to Him with one accord,
The wicked to remove.

The busy crowd, that in and out
Are passing evermore;
The merchant in his counting-house,
The porter at the door;

That ever may the God of love
Protect the English throne;
Our widowed Queen's Defender prove,
And make her heart His own.

Would give us men who fear His name
To guide our nation's helm,
And with defeat and lasting shame
The apostate chief o'erwhelm.
AN AGED PILGRIM.

X 2
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THE POOR AND THE PROUD.
THE papers (as everybody knows) have of late been teeming with
sad accounts of the poverty and privation of thousands in the Metropolis. Let the following be read, in contrast ;"Talk about revelations! 'I'here are revelations enough in the case
of CATES V. MAXWELL HERON, reported this morning, to keep one's
moral consciousness in a state of catalepsy for a week, if one only sees all
that they signify. First of all, as to the profits of West End fashionable
tradespeople. A dress costing by the books £81 to make, including
materials, is charged £210; another costing £44 8s. is charged £170 ;
for taking the train off a Court dress, £21. Secondly, as to the way
the money of rich Englishwomen is spent-£210 and £170 for two
dresses, and £50 for painting the train of a Court dress. Thirdly, as to
where this money comes from. "I paid Mdme. MERCIER £160 in notes
all at one time. The £160 I got partly from my husband, but most
of it at Ascot." Is this the function of a Court now-a-days 1 If
so, the Court has a further function also-the making of revolutionists.
A fiue state of things, when the Queen is honoured in the West
by the obeisance of ladies clothed with the proceeds of the racecourse,
and served in the East by sempstresses who pawn their shawls to buy
a Sunday dinner!"
In addition to the above sad disclosures, an announcement has been
made in the papers that a certain clergyman (so-called) has just
died, leaving lou1' millions stm'ling! A disgrace, not merely to "his
cloth," but to his very name as a man, with thousands upon thousands
of poor and needy fellow-creatures round and about him. How such
a minister could read the story of Dives and Lazarus, for example,
or what the Great Master Himself said about rich men, we are at a
loss to conceive, except upon the principle of a seared conscience,
and that he was given over to Satan's delusions.
I

THE ARCH-ENEMY OF ENGLAND.
John Bull points out that the anti-English movement in Ireland is only
kept going by two forces. One is, the determination of the handful
of ruffians across the Atlantic, whose hirelings here would be powerless
without their aid. The other is, the pliability of the politician who
has, during a long period of years, aroused the worst passions of her
enemies by a series of concessions and encouragements. The plea as
to there being "no alternative" to making a further surrender is the
meerest moonshine, and the attempt to force this policy upon the
country on such a pretext, a downright and deliberate fraud. Not all
the forces of sedition and murder in America and Ireland could avail
against the might of this great empire, unless we had a traitor within
the camp. It is his willingness to traffic with the enemy, in order to
satiate his greed of power and fame, to glut his unfathomable egotism,
to p!tnder to his unparalleled self-Iove-this alone is the peril to be
guarded against. England's arch-enemy is the man who to-day presides over her counsels-he is the Prime Minister of the Queen.
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THE PROSPECT IN IRELAND.
THE author of "The Great Irish Rebellion of 1886" has received
several- hundreds of communications during the past fortnight from
Ireland, giving details of most horrible atrocities in almost every part
of that distracted country, and offering expressions of opinion from
Loyalists of every class, both high and low, each and all agreeing in
the fear that, if Home Rule be carried, civil war is certain. He has
selected the following, and he commends their study to the Government:1. A leading Dublin tradesman writes :-" I would to heaven the public
mind in England and Scotland could be awakened to this very serious fact,
of which they seem to take no notice whatever, namely, that there is a
terrible probability of a massacre taking place in the near future! "
2. A Coleraine leading tradesman writes :-" The Romanists are quite confident that, in a very short time, this unlucky country will be entirely under
their control; and the priests make no secret of their intention to make
their' flocks' pay the 'loyal minority' [a name, by-the-bye, to them worse
than any other] in full for all the fancied grievances they have suffered
in being so long kept out of the holdings they have now been taught to
consider the people's by right! God help all the loyal Protestants! All is
black! "
3. A Londonderry artisan says :-" In this unhappy land we all [Loyalists]
feel as if we were living on the top of a volcano, already heaving and
shaking, and giving most unmistakable signs of an almost immediate outburst. . . .. It is terrible for the thousands still, thank God, loyal to the
Union."
4. A Belfast merchant :-" God help us when the rising comes! Come it
must, as we all know, though many shut their eyes to the awful truth.
Then no person, however Irish his pedigree, not of their own religion
[Romanists] will receive any mercy at their hands."
5. A Londonderry shopkeeper, after stating that an outbreak, in the present temper of the Irish Catholic population, is inevitable, says :-" A
Romish priest told me, long before the Land Act was introduced, that what
was required was compulsory sale of landlords' property to tenants, by Govern.
ment advancing the money', to be paid off, principal and interest, in thirtythree years. I suggested that a whole generation would be ground down to
almost destitution, if compelled to pay the debt in so short a time.
He
replied, 'We are very well aware of that, and of the great trials it would
cause; but we should get rid of the landlords, who, being the backbone of
Protestantism, are the curse of Ireland; and very soon their Church would
be unknown in our country.'"
6. A Letterkenny loyal merchant writes :-" A very good specimen of the
terrific difficulty the Government would have in collecting rents was shown
last week in Gweedore, when one hundred police and Mr. BEREsFoRD, R.M.,
tried to collect twenty-five pounds of seed-rate at a cost of three hundred
pounds to Government; and the resident magistrate told me that they only
got two pounds fourteen shillings, the people having, it was stated, at the
instigation of their priest, removed all goods that could be seized! The priest
accompanied the police all day, enjoying their defeat, remarking that it was
evident there was a secret conspiracy not to pay the rate!"
7. The Bishop of X--:-" There must be fighting, and they will tear
each other to pieces, and then JOHN BULL will gird on his armour."

In short, the unanimous opinion of Loyalists in Ireland is-Give
Home Rule, and an insurrection follows.
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S.erm.ons anb' i.ot.es .of £l.erm.ons.
THE LORD'S LEADING.
SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON PREACHED IN ST. LUKE'S CHURCH, BEDMINSTER, ON THURSDAY EVE:-IING, JANUARY 14TH, 1886, BY THE REV.
D. A. DOUDNEY, JUN.

"SO didst Thou lead Thy people, to make Thyself a glorious name."ISAIAH lxiii. 14.
Two chief thoughts we observe in these words-first, the manner in
which the Lord led His people-" So didst Thou lead"; secondly, the
purpose of it.
First, the Lord led His people in a strange manner. Supposing you
had had to lead the people of Israel from Egypt to Canaan, would you
have led them to the Red Sea 1 Would you not rather have led
them by the Isthmus of Suez 1 Or, having passed through the sea,
would you have caused them to wander two years about the wilderness,
instead of gqing direct to the land of Canaan 1 Or, if you felt compelled
to cause them to wander about the wilderness, and that for forty years,
would you have led them then to the eastern side of the land, where
an overflowing river, with no apparent means of crossing it, presented a
great obstacle, rather than to the southern side, where there was no
such obstacle 1
The Lord led them in a strange manner. Does He not so lead
His people now 1 Should we have chosen for ourselves our precise
lot in life, and the circumstances which have occurred to us 1 Have
we not had some strange experiences-inexplicable 1 We could not
understand them or interpret them. But, if they have been part of
His leading, all will be, and must be, for the best.
Visiting an invalid the other day, who has been brought late in life
to know and love the Lord, and who is a great sufferer, I was struck
with one thing which he said-cc It seems strange to me that I should have
to suffer so much. I love the Lord. Why should He so afflict me 1" I
referred him to 1 Peter iv. 12, 13-" Beloved, think it not strange con·
cerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing
happened unto you; but rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's
"I know," he said, "that passage well, and often I
sufferings," &c.
have referred to it; and the Lord shows me that, although it is strange,
it is all in love; e.g., the other morning, when my pain was so great
that I felt as if I must scream at the very top of my voice, and I
besought the Lord to help me, He did not then relieve the pain
immediately, but He gave me such a sense and feeling of His love to
me that it was almost overpowering, far more than I can express, so that
I felt constrained to say-' Do with me, dear Lord, as Thou seest best.
I will suffer anything, so long as I have Thy love thus revealed to me.'"
Is not this in accordance also with another particular of ,the Lord's
leading mentioned in two verses which precede the text (verses 7
and 9) 1 "I will mention," the Prophet says, "the loving-kindnesses of the Lord, and the praises of the Lord, according to ~ll that
the Lord hath bestowed on us, and the great goodness toward the
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house of Israel, which He hath bestowed on them according to His
mercies, and according to the multitude of His loving.kindnesses."
"In His love and in His pity He redeemed them: and He bare them,
and carried them all the days of old."
"In loving-kindness "-has He not so led us ~ What tenderness,
what compassion, what forbearance, has He shown towards us! Oan
we not "mention the loving-kindnesses of the Lord" ~-not merely
loving-kindness. but loving-kindnesses-Ioving-kindness renewed over
and over again ~
Then the Prophet notices the Lord as leading His people with sympathy, correction, and remembrance (verses 9-11). He says, "In all
their affiiction He was affiicted," &c. "But they rebelled, and vexed
His Holy Spirit; therefore He was turned to be their enemy, and He
fought against them." "Then He remembered the days of old," &c.
We can quite plainly see that the people of Israel needed correction, but
who would have thought that the Lord would sympathize with them
under that correction ~ An ungrateful, unfeeling people they seemed
to be, yet He felt for them, and every stroke that He laid upon them
seemed to pierce His heart. How often, too, they forgot Him-forgot
His love in the past-but He never forgot them; and, when their utter
baseness would have induced Him to have destroyed them, as utterly
unfit to live, He thought of His love to their fathers, checked His
wrath, and remembered mercy. Has not our experience at His hands
been something like this ~ Oan we not sing, like the Psalmist, of
"judgment and of mercy" ~ It may seem a strange thing to say, but
still it is true, that some of my sweetest moments in life have been in
trouble, when, although sent perhaps as a needful correction, His
"comforts have refreshed my soul."
We may notice, also, that the Prophet uses two similes-plain and
homely ones, but very expressive-to represent further God's leading" That led them through the deep, as a horse in the wilderness, that they
should not stumble" (ver. 13); and, "As a beast goeth down," or, as the
Revised Version renders the words-" As the cattle that go down into
the valley, the Spirit of the Lord caused them to rest." A horse will
stumble greatly in the sandy desert, or in a rough wilderness; and if
you were riding one in such places, you would very likely find it needful
to get off and lead him step by step. In mountainous districts, also,
the cattle are taken long distances along the mountain sides, or up to the
mountain-tops, for pasture, and sometimes they wander into danger, and
'Off from the beaten track; but afterwards they are brought back, and
!have a quiet resting-time in the safe and peaceful valleys below. How
,often is it so with the Lord's people! They are apt to stumble, just
Hke a horse in the wilderness, and have need to be led every step of the
way. Did not the Psalmist feel this when he prayed repeatedly, "Lead
me "-" Lead me in a plain path"; and then again rejoiced in the fact
- " He leadeth me "~ And although taken sometimes to higher pastures,
where fresh spiritual food may be their portion, they cannot always stay
there; and they may even find special dangers thore, and so their
gracious Leader brings them down again to the lowlier valleys, but, in
doing so, gives them sweet times of peaceful quiet and rest. "So" the
Lord led, and "so" He still leads His people.
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Then observeSecondly, the special purpose of it-" to make Thyself a glorious
name." In considering such a statement as this, we must not for a
moment attribute any thought of selfishness to God, such as we should
do if we spoke of a person as performing such and such an action " to
get himself a name." No such motive could influence the Most High.
What difference could it make to Him if all mankind were to blame
Him, or all to praise Him 1 We may assume that the meaning of the
words is altogether different, and that it is something like this-His
purpose in leading His people has been so to show them their dependence
upon Himself-to show them His tender mercy, His marvellous love,
and His infinite ability to bless them, and help them, and comfort them
in their every time of need-and to show them this, that they may
be filled with the deepest imaginable feeling of love to Him, that they
may never doubt again His love to them, and that they may never wish
to be separated from Him, or wander away from Him, through the
countless ages of eternity. This we understand to be the meaning of
the expression, "to make Thyself a glorious name." And what a gracious
purpose is this! What a kindly one!
Is the Lord thus leading us 1 Have we any evidence that He is 't
How willingly, then, may we submit to such leading, and how well
may we rejoice in it! How cheerfully may we say" Lead me with Thine own hand;
Choose out the path for me.
" I dare not choose my lotI would not if I mightChoose Thou for me, my God,
So shall I walk aright.
" The kingdom that I seek
Is Thine, so let the way
That leads to it be Thine,
Else I shall surely stray."

And, on' the better shore, life's toils and dangers, cares and sorrows,
past, we shall bless the Hand that has so led us, and help to magnify His glorious name for evermore.
THE DEEP·SEA FISHERMEN.
THE announcement of the gift, by a lady, of another Mission Ship for
the use of the many engaged in the Deep-Sea Fishing Service, led to
the request, on the part of one of our large-hearted readers, that she
might furnish books, to be issued from the said new Mission Ship, for
the use of the fishermen and their families. It gives us) therefore,
intense pleasure, gratitude, and satisfaction to announce the fact that
we have in course of preparation at our Industrial School one thousand
copies of "Walks and Talks with Jesus," to which will be attached an
Appendix, embracing" Little Talks with the Yo~tng," containing the hymns,
" Why Jesus Came jrom Heaven to Die" and "Little Talks with Teache1';
or, 'Can there be Hope jor Me?'" with the Two Addresses to Children.
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We have likewise in preparation, for the same object, one thousand
copies of our shilling series of books, assorted, consisting of "HeM·t
Breathings," "Mornings with Jesus," "Evenings with Jesus," &c.
Words fail to express what we feel in regard to being thus permitted to supply wholesome reading for these poor men and their
families. When we remember the vigorous efforts made on every hand
to spread far and wide the most pernicious and destructive literature,
we are the more thankful to have our hands strengthened thus to
counteract, as far as in our power, all such evil and destructive influences. 'Ve send forth these Scriptural works in the sweet confidence
that the Lord will be true to His promise, "My word shall not return
unto Me void; but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it
shall prosper in the thing whereunto I sent it,"
Whilst touching upon the subject of the Deep-Sea Fisheries, we rejoice
to find our impressions confirmed, with respect to the efforts which have
of late been made on behalf of the poor men engaged in so perilous and
self-denying a calling. The various knitted articles prepared for their
use, in the way of cuff~, mufflers, and head-pieces (or shields), have led
them to reflect. These so timely and so welcome "helps" have convinced them that they are not the poor, unthought-of creatures they had
been led to imagine. It has served to check the idea, "Nobody cares
for me "; and there is abundant evidence that these have led to higher.
nobler, more enduring reflections. Instrumentally it has led from the
less to the Greater, from the natural to the spiritual, the earthly to thE}
heavenly.
Ah! and these simple facts have led us likewise to reflection. We
have thought not only of the little ones in our Ragged School, throwing their hearts into the work, and with willing hands preparing these
comforts for the poor far-off toilers upon the mighty deep, but we have
thought likewise of the many sick and frail, the old and feeble, engaged
in the self-same good work-this knitting for the fishermen.
Moreover, shall we be candid, and add, we have thought, too, that the
many young ladies who, alas! fritter away a very 'large proportion of
their precious time in their lawn-tennis, would feel more really satisfied,
and spend the time which can never be recalled to much better purpose.
if they thus sought to serve their poorer fellow-creatures ~ Doubtless
we shall be called narrow-minded, and not sufficiently alive to the
interests of young people, if we add that it has often been a source of
regret when we have seen day after day spent, and that by the same
persons, in the so-called recreation to which we have alluded.

PASSING NOTES.
IF the admirers of the G. O. M. were not under a fatal spell or a
judicial blindness, surely they would arouse from their supineness or
lethargy under such home-questions as those made by Lord CHURCHILL
in his speech at Belfast-" Where is your reduced taxation ~ Where
is your revived trade ~ Where is your harvest of beneficial legislation ~
Where are your diminished foreign liabilities ~ Where your reign of
universal peace ~" Where, ah! where indeed ~
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'GREETINGS ON THE ONWARD AND HOMEWARD WAY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR SIR AND BROTHER IN THE LORD,-I have for a long time
intended to write you, to say how much I have enjoyed, as well as
~thers, "Retracings and Renewings," and especially "Oredentials, Oall,
and Olaims of the Ohristian Ministry."
The latter has so much of
my own experience in it, and is so well expressed, besides the satisfaction of knowing that we are not alone in the pathway. Our
.experiences may often vary-our circumstances may be widely differentbut all who are favoured to read it, and who belong to the tried
family of God, can and must have fellowship with you in your deep
.experiences and wonder-working ways of our covenant God. As you
say at page 426, in" Oredentials," "We never, never could have really
believed them had we not proved them." And well do I know what
you say in the same page-" Our enemies, unintentionally, have pro,cured us the ricD.est blessings." If anyone can prove that, the writer
·can, and that recently, though the persecution came from professors and
children of God, which always distresses one the more. But such a
,sweet time has through this been experienced, and the deliverance from
,a ministry that was not soul-profiting. The Lord has shined in and
·upon me, so that I have felt at times that the vessel was full, and I have
been enabled to exclaim, with the poet, " Enough, my gracious Lord," &c.
I have thought, and still think, that the manifest presence of God in
,the soul is the highest sense of enjoyment we can ever hope to realize
here. When the Lord speaks comfortably, it is a feast indeed. Our
.only regret is, that these visits are not more frequent, or longer last;
,but even this is wisely ordered. It is only when "we shall know as
we are known" that we shall be able to realize the fulness of the
'Gospel, and what our covenant God has arranged and provided for
His blood-bought family. You may go on telling the" old, old tale,"
Ibut we shall never get to the end of the story, for it will require an
"Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither
,eternity to tell out.
have eutered into the heart of man, the things which God hath pre,pared for them that love Him."
But, blessed b(l God, through His
.Spirit, He has revealed what flesh and blood could not; and, by the
teaching of the ever-blessed Spirit, we are enabled to compare spiritual
.things with spiritual, so that, to the child of God, there is growth and
instruction in divine things which the natural man cannot discern.
What an unspeakable mercy that He should have opened our blind
·eyes to see and know our true state by nature, so as to desire the daily
renewals of His grace and favour! A" chosen vessel I"
What a marvellous mystery that the first cause was love, and the first thing in
,salvation was choice-such a blow to free-will! I do love that hymn
,of dear old KENT'S"Before the day-star knew its place,
Or planets went their round,
The Church in bonds of sovereign grace
Were one with Jesus found."
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One with Him from all eternity-" For Thou hast loved them as
Thou hast loved Me, for Thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the
world." What a sweet theme is that-the union of Christ to His dear
people.' "I in them, and Thou in Me." This subject and quotation
came to me so blessedly last summer.· I saw it in a sense which I
never saw before, and the savour has not been lost. Although we may
lose it for a while, it comes again in sweet remembrance to us, as
·though the dear Lord would say, "I will see you again, and your
heart shall rejoice; and your joy no man taketh from you." It is our
mercy to know" Ye saints, this union can't dissolve,
By which all things are yours,
Long as eternal years revolve,
Or Deity endures."
I well remember, many years ago now; when hearing ARTHUR
TRIGGS upon this subject-and it was a frequent theme with him and
his ministry-that beautiful hymn of NEWTON'S came so sweetly to
me, and I have never forgotten it"Rejoice, believer, in the Lord,
Who makes your cause His own;
The hope that's built upon His Word
Can ne'er be overthrown."
I may say, as regards hymns, this was my first love. It is true,
every verse of it; and perhaps no servant of God knew it better
than the author did.
I must now conclude, as my object principally was, to tell you how
I enjoyed your books. But I am forgetting to mention the last-CC For
Ever with Jesus." It is a fitting theme and finish to the preceding
books. After having feasted upon the two first, it comes like a basket
of precious fruits-an appropriate finish to the banquet-and seems to
say, with the poet" Come, 0 my spirit, higher still ;
Swell the celestial lays;
Higher than all the heights of heaven
Sound Jesus' endless praise."
I remain, yours in a precious Christ,
Lee, Kent.
G. A. N.
[The proof of the above letter came under our hand just at the
hour appointed for laying the remains of our old friend and fellowlabourer, C. W. BANKS, in the grave. The contents of the foregoing
epistle seemed sweetly to chime in with what we have felt this
day, in the contemplation of that aged servant of the Lord's labours
at length having been brought to a close, and his ransomed spirit being
now at rest from all its toil and travail, and being "for ever with the
Lord." Within the last month he had expressed by letter to us his
at least occasional deep exercises and manifold fears as to the final
issue. But now, blessed be our faithful, promise-fulfilling God, his
doubts and fears, darkness and gloom, anguish and dismay, prostration
and powerlessness, are all, all of the past! He has done with them,
and they have done with him, for ever! He has entered into the joy
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of his Lord, and bows before Him with adoring wonder, matchless
delight, and inconceivable joy. Happy, happy saint! Enviable position!
And yet, Lord, long as we may for a similar state of things, help us,
we pray Thee, to say, "All the days of my appointed time will I
wait, till my change come," and then-ah! yes, then-farewell sin,
Satan, the world, and self, for ever! Then, then it will be, "La,
this is our God; we have waited for Him, and He will save us: this
is the Lord; we have waited for Him; we will be glad and rejoice in
His salvation" (rsa. xxv. 9).-ED.]
BRETHREN IN FELLOWSHIP AND COMMUNION.·

To the Editor of Zion's Witness.
My DEAR FRIEND AND FELLOW-LABOURER IN THE VINEYARD OF
THE LORD OF HosTs,-In your last number of the Witness I find the
following :It is nice to be on the mount j it is sweet to be wrapped up in happy c()mmunion and in felt fellowship with the Lord of life and glory; but the Word
declares that " the days of darkness shall be many"; and I am sure that I,
for one, have more business to do in the valley now-a-days than on Pisgah's
height. I am more frequently sitting in sackcloth and in ashes than rejoicing in the meridian blaze of heaven's refulgent Sun. My conflicts do not
grow fewer and lighter as I get nearer home, but more continual and more
fierce. The devil does not handle me in a kinder and in a more gentle way
now that I am rapidly approaching the climax of my bliss, and well-nigh
in sight of the portals of the heavenly Jerusalem-in view of the gates of theeternal city-but be appear" to be more exasperated than ever, and his fury
seems hotter and more raging-at least, he ~evelops it more-he manifests it
in a greater degree-and if I do get any pea·ce at all, it is because my God
brings it me. If I do realize some cessation of hostilities now and again, it
is wholly attributable to the goodness and grace of my precious Saviour,
Brother, Friend. Satan would not allow me one moment's ease if he could
have his will and way. He would not let the ocean cease its tossing one
instant, if his desire could be granted. No j he is far too busily employed
in stirring up the deeps of my natural heart's corruptions, and in making
them to boil like a pot, for such blessed enjoyment to be ever realized, if
the Lord did not in mercy check him, and bind this flood from overflowing. Depend upon it, Satan is a tremendous foe j he is a most bitter
adversary.

In the opinion of many-perhaps I may say, most-of the professors
of religion in the present day, it will appear strange if I state that I
was thanHul for this your testimony. And why was I thankful 't
Because it bespoke so much my own state of mind, and the experience
with which I am familiar, more or less, day by day. Few, if any, ever
had a clearer or a more conclusive deliverance from bondage and captivity, under a sense of sin and condemnation, than I had sixty years
ago. I could as much doubt my own existence as call in question the
genuineness and reality of that deliverance. The day, the hour, the
place, all the minute circumstances in connection with that memorable
period, are as fresh upon the mind and as vivid as if the whole scene
were of yesterday. The blessedness of that h:mr is best described by
the Apostle, where, speaking of his being "caught up into paradise,"
he says, "Whether in the body, or out of the body, I cannot tell."
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This I know full well-it was, as it were, like a man doomed to die
being, at the last moment, set at liberty. Yea, it was more than thisit was the transfer of a soul apparently upon the verge of the bottomless pit into the very heaven of heavens! The weight of sin and'
anguish gave place, in the twinkling of an eye, to the peace, the joy,
the rapture of a redeemed, justified, and divinely-accepted son of the
Most High.
I dwell upon these facts because I know that there are not a few
of the dear children of God who entertain the idea that, if they could
but once" make their calling and election sure "-that, if they could but
refer to the time and the circumstances in which the Lord assured them
of His everlasting love and good-will toward them-then, as Dr.
WATTS says, they could
"smile at Satan's rage,
An<i face a frowning world."
But oh, how little do such realize what means the Lord has at command for testing and trying, probing and proving, the faith He gives!
If it be not a merely nominal, superficial, or educational faith, but if
it indeed be "like precious faith," which He bestows upon all His
divinely-quickened ones, it is a faith likewise that, as the Apostle Peter
says, must be tried as by fire; and what the character, or the diversity,
{ir the severity of that fire is, none but the Lord's tried ones know.
Suffice it that it is such as to consume, as so much chaff and refuse, the
every particle of a mere fleshly confidence, creature trust, or human
dependence. The Adam earthy, or the "great I" of our poor fallen
humanity, will then be left without an inch of standing-room. He will
sink into absolute nothingness; and he whose faith, and hope, and love
are thus subjected to the test which all real faith must undergo, will
know what is meant by the" being saved as by fire." The tiny deposit
()f grace is kept alive by power divine, like a spark upon the ocean, or
the flickering of the all-but-exhausted taper.
Thus it is that the Lord humbles and crumbles His children; thus
it is that, sooner or later, He cuts up, root and branch, the pride and
self-sufficien.cy of the creature; and thus it is that He burns into their
inmost souls a personal and practical knowledge of the fact that it is,
~'not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to
His mercy He saved us, by the washing of regeneration and renewing
()f the Holy Ghost."
I am well aware that, in the delusions and excitement and frivolity
of these last days, these old-fashioned truths are both disputed and
despised. They are verities, nevertheless, and belong to the "old paths"
so plainly laid down in "the law and the testimony," respecting which
we are told that, "if they speak not according to this Word, it is
because there is no light in them."
In regard to the trial of faith, and the varied ways in which the
Lord deals with His people, that well-taught servant of the Lord, Mr.
HART, says" Their pardon some receive at first,
And then, compelled to fight,
They feel their latter stages worst,
And travel much by night."
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I believe, as you intimate, dear brother, these indeed feel "the
days of darkness to be many." Even the highly-favoured Abraham,
the "father of the faithful," was called to encounter a "horror of great·
darkness." And, if such were the case with him, what may we expect?
Moreover, is there not such a thing as idolizing the gift,. to the
neglect of the Giver? Where there has been a very marked and concll;lsive deliverance, have not Satan and the proud heart of the creature
combined to eclips.e, as it were, the Delivm'er? Have not multitudes·
of the Lord's children come under the Fatherly rebuke, "My people·
have committed two evils: they have forsaken Me, the Fountain of
living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can
hold no water"?
And do you not think the Lord, having foreseen that, at least in
some cases, this would be the tenden:ly, in His inscrutable/wisdom
and boundless love, sees fit to keep His poor hungry and thirsty
ones, His weak and weary ones, His faint and famishing ones, following on, clinging and cleaving, like .the tired child grasping with its
tiny hand the mother's skirt? Not much likelihood upon the part
of such to loiter or linger, much less to turn aside or wander away.
The very weariness, and the helplessness, and thfl timidity, were a.
safeguard from this. And oh, how many of the Lord's smitten ones
are in this very blessed dilemma-shall I call it? How single is
their aim! How acute are their feelings! How real their mental
cry, "If I may but touch the hem of His garment, I shall be
whole"! Who more at a point than they that
"None but Jesus, none but Jesus,
Can do helpless sinners good" ?

Mark the zest with which they exclaim"Though words can never tell my case,
. Nor all my sorrows paint,
This I can say, before Thy face,
That CHRIST is all I want! "

But now, dear brother, in regard to the after-trials and the latm'
tests with respect to those who had personally experienced the earlier
indulgences and the so marked and marvellous privileges of which I
just now spoke, how little, in all probability, did you, any more than
I, imagine what was in reserve for us in these matters! How we
failed to foresee that, in being "emptied from vessel to vessel," and
whilst "deep called unto deep, and all His waves and His billows
went over us," heart and flesh should so verily fail that even
Jonah's language would by no means be strange and unaccountable to
us-" Out of the belly of hell cried I."
Ah! dear brother, what should we do had we not Job and J eremiah's, David and Danifll's, Peter and Paul's, sighs and cries, groans
and tears, pleas and importunities, the which to turn to account for
and on our behalf 1 Ob, have we not a thousand times thanked God
tbat each was left on record, to remind us of the injunction,
"Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial wbich is to
try you, as though some strange thing bappened unto you: but rlijoice,
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inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when Hi"
glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy" ?
In the extract at the commencement of this letter you speak, dear
brother, of your peculiar exercises, and these, moreover, when "weUnigh in sight of the portals of the heavenly Jerusalem, and in view of'
the gates of the eternal city." Such being precisely my own state of
mind and position, I have been led back in review of the past, to see
if such experiences and such exercises are in any way to be accounted
for. Now, in addition to their being the means, as I have endeavoured
previously to show, of maintaining within us a constant and everdeepening sense of our need of divine leading, guiding, and supporting,
there are other grounds, I think, for explaining why we should thus be
so strangely tempted and tried. Perhaps the following may, under God,
throw some light upon the subject. When, fifty-two years ago, I was
about to be united in marriage to the object of my many previous
years' deep attachment, I remarked to a friend, how differently I felt to
what I had anticipated, as the result of a long and anxious engagement.,
In prospect of such an issue, I had presumed I should be the subject of
the greatest possible delight and satisfaction. Instead of this, the
weight, the care, the responsibility, inseparable from the new relationship into which I was about to enter were such as to render thoughtful
and considerate a naturally buoyant and impulsive temperament.
Now, dear brother, may not this state of things, in some respects at
least, apply to our present circumstances in a spiritual point of view 1
Time was when you and I, in our first love, and ere as yet we had
had those kindred ties which have since so bound us to earth, used toexclaim" Welcome, blest hour of full discharge,
That sets our longing souls at large;
Unbinds our chains, breaks up our cell,
And bids us with our God to dwell!"
But now, alas! how different it is with us! How changed- are our
feelings! If it be with you as it is with me, instead of the "Come,
Lord Jesus, come quickly!" I grieve to say it is, "Oh, spare me, that I
may recover strength, before I go hence, and be no more!" And then,
in lieu of that triumph over the last enemy which prospectively we
realized when under the smiles and brightness of the Lord's loving
countenance, now, in our dark days, amid the weakness of the flesh,
the recoiling from the gloom of the tomb, the severance of tender ties,
and the dissolving of all creature-associations, instead of the " Welcome,
blest hour of full discharge!" of which I just now spoke, it is" When I tread the verge of Jordan,
Bid my anxious fears subside;
Death of deaths, and hell's destruction,
Land me safe on Canaan's side!
Songs of praises
I will ever give to Thee."
But, dear 'brother, is there not another ground of detention which, in
our very humble measure and degree, we may plead as a reason for
present reluctance and unreadiness to "depart, and be with Christ,
which is far better" 1 You remember how the Apostle, when writing
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to the Philippians, declares that he was "in a strait betwixt two"that whilst, on the one hand, and for his own sake, he wished to
depart, yet, on the other hand, and for the sake of his brethren, he
thought to "abide in the flesh" more needful.
Now, as I have remarked, in our very humble measure and degree,
have we not that interest in Zion and the welfare of the Lord's Church
and people that, whilst He condescends to make some little use of us,
we wish to be permitted to remain in His service 1 In comparison
with eternity and all its tremendous realities, it is but a moment we
can labour for Him, or feebly and imperfectly advocate His cause.
Therefore, in spite of all, and notwithstanding the buffetings and the
blasphemies of the age, the deceptions and delusions of the day, are
we not both willing and anxious to stand our ground in the proclamation of a full, a free, and a finished salvation by a covenant J ehovah,
Father, Son and Holy Ghost, for a covenant, a chosen, a redeemed
people 1 And, whilst thus engaged, however feebly, imperfectly, and
unworthily, may we not indulge the hope and trust-apart from
present feeling or emotion-that, when our work shall be done, our
little service over, we shall hear the welcome summons, "Come up
higher!" and our happy response will be, "Lord, now lettest Thou Thy
servant depart in peace, according to Thy word, for mine eyes have
seen Thy salvation" 1
Wishing you, meanwhile, every needed covenant blessing, I am,
dear brother, yours faithfully and affectionately in the Lord,
D. A. DOUDNEY.
St. Luke's, Bedminster, March 8th, 1886
(my Seventy-fifth birthday).
THE EARL OF SHAFTESBURY.
WHAT a sad and solemn lesson does the tragic end of this nobleman
teach! How it speaks as with trumpet-tongue to the thoughtless, the
careless, the self-confident! What greater proof can there be of the
absolute necessity of Divine keeping, guardianship, and care 1 Who is
safe in his own hands 1 What human power can of itself protect or
preserve 1 What an ever-constant and uninterrupted need for the cry,
"Hold Thou me up, and I shall be safe; keep me, and I shall be well
kept!"
Moreover, how strikingly does the recent so lamentable circumstance
prove that divine grace is not hereditary! It by no means follows
that it descends from father to son. Divine sovereignty asserts its
righ,teous prerogative here. Men may deny or dispute. It maintains
its position, nevertheless. It stoops not to reason, nor condescends to
argue with the proud free-willism of the creature. When his sons were
cut off, we read that "Aaron held his peace." Fitting position!
proper place!
Personally, whilst we deeply, deeply sympathize with the widow and
the fatherless, we feel thankful that the late loved and lamented EARL
OF SHAFTESBURY was spared the bitterness, the anguish, the inteJilse
grief, that such an untoward event would necessarily have caused to
attend his last days. He was spared this, thank God!
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the EditrYl' of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR FRIEND,-Having entered upon the last half of the
thirteenth financial year, we would render thanks to Almighty God
for the steady support and manifest blessing that have marked its
progress. To maintain our present number of acceptable parcels to
all parts of the world, and to send them off monthly, requires a
steady pecuniary income, which we should be pleased to see somewhat increased at the present time. The subjoined testimonies,
recently to hand, will, I trust, have this effect.
We should be glad to enrich our parcels for May with further copies
of Walks and Talks with Jesus,*' and any little books that friends may
enable you to send me for that purpose.

FROM A NAVAL HOSPITAL.
"DEAR SIR,-I beg to thank you for the blessed privilege of reading
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, which was given me by the thoughtfulness of
your friend, Mr. H--. I am in the hospital here, and have received
several copies of it. It has comforted me in many a dark hour of
pain. The patients in the ward have gladly read them. I shall be
so thankful for a word from you personally, and to receive a Bible
for my own use, as I have no means of getting one at present; and I
know God will bless you for it."
FROM A OAVALRY STATION.
"DEAR MR. BRIDER,-I beg to return my best thanks for the very
nice packet of books and tracts you send me monthly. The Lord is
evidently working in a most gracious way among the men of the
regiment here. From hospital and detachment I am delighted to see
the evidence of God the Holy Spirit being at WOl;k. It so encourages
me to go on sowing the good seed contained in your monthly parcels.
It is pleasing indeed to see the men reading them so earnestly."
FROM A SAILORS' HOME.
"DEAR SIR,-Among other contributions to this important foreign
Institution, none have pleased me so much as those you have kindly
sent, for style and simplicity."
,
I

FROM A LIGHTHOUSE.
"DEAR FRIEND,-I with pleasure beg to say my daughter has
learnt the hymn you sent, and has repeated the whole of it to me
without the least mistake, and I am very thankful for your kindness
in giving her a Bible, which will be highly prized by us all. The
monthly parcel is read by several families on this island, and valued
by us all in this desolate place."
FROM OAIRO.
"DEAR SIR,-I am greatly obliged to you for the papers and books
that you sent me. They are very useful to me, both in barracks and

*' A delay has taken place in the dispatch of this work, in consequence of its
being in the course of reprinting.-ED.
y
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in the coffee-room, and I shall be pleased to receive some more from
you.
"Our little meetings for prayer and reading the Word are often
assailed by the enemy, but instead of us being- stopped, we often have
a few officers come and join our little party."
Contributions i:n money, little books and tracts, such as those issued
by yourself, and those published by Messrs. J. C. PEMBREY, of Oxford,
and W. WILEMAN, of London, will be gladly received.
Yours sincerely,
CHARLES BRIDER.
Old Gaol Cltapel, Salisbury, April 17th, 1886.

THE PRESENT ORISIS.
THE crisis is so 'momentous at the present time, in regard to our long
and highly-favoured country, that we feel bound to urge upon our
readers their prayerful consideration of a matter in which their own
personal interests, but more particularly those of their children, are so
involved. The times are momentous. Without doubt, we are upon
the eve of terrible events. Unless the Lord God of Sabaoth is pleased
most mercifully to interpose, and once again put forth His delivering
hand, the consequences will, we feel assured, be fearful in the extreme.
Should this iniquitous Bill pass (and the people are so infatuated with
its promoter that we fear it will), there will, in all probability, be
a determined and most powerful resistance of the measure. If it does
not become law, unless the Lord is pleased most mercifully to prevent,
there will be a rising upon the part of the disaffected. Hence, in
any or either aspect, there is but one Source of help-one Refugeone Deliverer-and that is, the Lord Himself! He has again and
again vouchsafed His interposing hand. In spite of all our sin and
demerit, it may pleaf'e Him once again to interfere, and still to sparo
the land for the blessing that is in it, and for the amount of salt yet
to be found within her borders. Personally our cry, night and day,
is, with J ehoshaphat of old, "0 our God, wilt Thou not judge them?
for we have no might against this great company that cometh against
us, neither know we what to do; but our eyes are upon Thee!"
The following letter appears in the
April 19th:-

Br~'stot

Times and Mirror for

HOME RULE AID ROME RULE.
SIR,-Permit me to call the attention of your readers to the annexod
extract from a letter, written by one of myoId parishioners in Ireland. ~ho
and her family have been upwards of fifty years resident in the parish: " If Home Rule is given, we shall be obliged to leave this, as no Protestant will be allowed to live in the South of Ireland. Indeed, I think no
part of Ireland will be safe. If we get out of it with our lives wo may 1.>0
thankful. You cannot imagine the change that has come over the peoplo
since you knew the"m."
In confirmation of the aforenamed state of things, I may add that J
recently was applied to for a curacy upon the part of an Incumbont ill
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Ireland, who stated that the Protestant clergy would all have to leave.
Hence he felt the sooner he did so the better.
That the Almighty would be pleased to interfere on bellalf, not merely
of Ireland, but of the United Kingdom, at this most critical crisis, ought
to be the earnest prayer of all who value the freedom and the privileges
which, as a nation, we have so long enjoyed, and which at this juncture are
so imminently imperilled.
St. Luke's, Bedminster, April 17th, 1886.
D. A. DOUDNEY.

The annexed has just come to hand, the which we gladly insert in
.these pages. It was written by a boy not twelve years of age. When
asked by the Examiner to write a letter on Home Rule, he went to
a corner of the room, and in about half-an-hour handed in this
letter : Gloucester Street School, Dublin, Mm'ch 19th, 1886.
DEAR SIR,-I write you a few lines on Home Rule. Mr. GLADSTONE
wants to give Home Rule on the 1st of April, when Ireland is to be made
a fool of; and Mr. GLADSTONE wants the public opinion, and he got
letters at the rate of one hundred a day, and it would take nearly three years
to read all he has got; and, if he gives Home Rule, there will be civil war.
Mr. GLADSTONE was sick for a while, and now Mr. PARNELL is sick, and
we sincerely hope, by this time, both these gentlemen are thoroughly sick
of the Home Rule scheme, and that, on and from the said 1st of April, we
will be allowed to form a part of the great British Empire.
Yours truly,
DAVID MEROER SWEETLOVE.
If the doctrines of Home Rule are to be established in Ireland, I protest
that you will be just as well entitled to it in Scotland. I protest, on behalf
of Wales, that they are entitled to Home Rule there. Can any sensible
man-can any rational man-suppose that, at this time of day, in this con.
dition of the world, we are going to disintegrate the great capital institutions
of this country, for the purpose of making ourselves ridiculous in the sight of
all mankind, and crippling any power we possess for bestowing benefits,
through legislation, on the country to which we belong 1

These were the burning words of WILLIAM EWART GLADSTONE, at
Aberdeen, in 1871. 80 much for his consistency! Did ever man
more contradict himself than he 1
EXTRACTS FROM THE DAILY JOURNALS.
"I trust it will go forth from Gloucester that, on this great subject, we are
all as one man, willing to support just and equal laws for all portions of the
United Kingdom. We will oppose to the uttermost every form of legislation
that tends, directly or indirectly, to disunion and separation." -Bishop
Ellicott, on the Disunion of the Empire.
" We care nothing for politics or political party; we care not how radical
the scheme that can give to weary Ireland peace once more; but we protest,
in the name of Methodism, against a scheme which would hand over our
Methodist brethren to the tender mercies of Archbishop WALSH and the
dynamiter3 of New York. We protest, in the name of Protestantism against
a scheme which would give to the most intolerant form of intolerant Romanism
the weapons with which to persecute our co-religionists. We protest as
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Englishmen against a scheme which would weaken oilr Empire and our power
in the world, hitherto used, on the whole, so nobly and so well. We protest
as Christians-we protest, as the Society of Friends in Ireland has doneagainst a policy which, we believe, could have only one ending-civil war."Methodist Recorder.
"Mr. GLADSTONE has struck many deadly blows at England's vitals-at
her glory, her honour, her material prosperity, and even her religion-but
the blow which he is striking now is the most deadly of all. He is ready
to rend the Empire asunder, in order to satisfy his own selfish whims."Bristol Times and Mirror.
"From the first to last the scheme is a transparent sham."-Oork
Oonstitution.
"The Bill is simply a stupendous bribe, at the expense of English taxpayers."-Liverpool Oourier.
"A model to be imitated by all statesmen who would do revolutionary
things, and effect gigantic confiscations, under the guise of moderation and
fair-play."-Dublin Daily Express.
"It was a strange sight surely, that of this old man pleading before a
House. closely packed, and pale with passion, that all the beliefs of his life
were wrong, and calling upon the nation to divide its strength at the core.
Now, at the end of his days, when his race is nearly run, this hero of a
hundred fights is left in loneliness, and faced by the men he has made."Tablet (Roman Oatholic Journal).

!{thhfus nnh ;jatius af ~aahs.
Sermons, Fragments of Sermons, and Letters. By WILLIAM GADSDY, of
Manchester. London: J. Gadsby. (Second notice).
FEW, if any, readers of these sermons but must admit that Mr. GADSBY
had a deep insight into the human heart. In fact, he might well be
termed a spiritual anatomist, for he was endowed with the special gift
of dissecting the character of man, in its fallen and undone condition.
Had he been asked to account for this his aptitude, his answer undoubtedly would have been, because he had been brought up in a school
in which the divine Teacher had enforced the necessity for his duly
examining and scrutinizing his own heart. By this means he was
to obtain an insight into the character and conduct of his fellowmen, and thus render him the fitter and more qualified messenger
in regard to the nature and operations of the salvation provided for
the lost and helpless, the guilty and undone. It was this heart-knowledge, this personal insight, this experimental acquaintance, that, under
God, gave weight and power and persuasiveness to Mr. GADSBY'S
ministrations. In addition to this, there were the many years in which
he was permitted and privileged to minister that contributed, in no
small measure or degree, to the character of his testimony. He spoke
not as a novice, but as one who had long tasted and handled and fell,
the truths he delivered. His very age and experience entitled him to
a hearing; and when to that age and experience was added the force
and solemnity of his appeals to the hearts and consciences of his
hearers, the eagerness with which his pulpit addresses were listened to
is the more easily accounted for.
Notwithstanding the many years which have passed since we listened
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to Mr. GADSBY, his scrutiny-his heart-searching appeals-his severance
between the real and the counterfeit-abide with us as though his
ministrations were of yesterday. Hence most emphatically it may {be
said of him, "Though dead, he yet speaketh." The sermons before us
will tend to this end in no little measure. We have as yet only read
a fourth part of the book. What we have read, however, fully justifies
the portraiture we have just drawn of the preacher.
In the sermons themselves will be found, as leading characteristics,
not merely that deep knowledge of human nature, in its fallen and
undone condition, with so special an insight into the heart of man, but
a corresponding knowledge of the character and operations of sin,
in its vast and endless diversity. Mr. GADSBY had so keen a sight
and sense of the anguish, the suffering, the inconceivable weight and
infinite responsibility which sin and transgression entailed upon the
great Sin-Bearer. To every unprejudiced mind, it is clear that Mr.
GADSBY was no unfrequent visitor, but, on the contrary, was most
familiar with both Gethsemane and Calvary. We believe that he was
favoured to an extent rarely vouchsafed to other men with "fellowship
in the sufferings" of his blessed Lord and Master. Hence his delight
to testify of the Person qf Christ. Who can forget that oft and touching utterance, "Honours crown His sacred brow" ~ He loved his Lord,
and he delighted to speak well of His name. To him He was indeed
"the Chiefest of ten thousand-yea, the altogether lovely."
Whilst reading the sermons, we thought, "Well, this and that we
must extract, in order to show to our readers the character of the
work before us"; but we find, were we to do so, we should occupy a
spare of which our limits will not admit. Hence we must advise the
procuring the work itself, feeling as we do how amply it will repay
in the perusal.
There is one extract, however, in which we must indulge ourselves,
and we do so because it will tend to disprove the libellous insinuations
upon the part of the opposers of what is called "high doctrine," or,
that the belief in covenant verities leads to recklessness of living, or,
to use the common phrase, "men may live as they list." All such
opponents betray consummate ignorance of the true nature and
operations of divine grace, or the life of God in the souls of His
quickened and regenerated ones. Well has it been said"Immortal principles within
Forbid the sons of God to sin."
From the very nature of that new and imperishable life of which, by
grace divine, they are made the partakers, they would, if they could,
live the life of an angel. They hate sin, and hate themselves on
account of sin. Were there no hereafter-neither heaven nor hellthey would, from the very nature of their new being and relationship,
live spotless, pure, holy lives. They do not serve God for mere
fee or reward~to escape hell and secure heaven-but they live the
life of faith, to the best of their ability, or according to the measure
of their new life, because of its being of God and from God. Hence,
as new creatures, their wish, purpose, and aim is, to "deny ungodliness and. worldly lusts, and to live soberly, and righteously, and
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godly in this present world." And why they" groan, being burdened,"
is not so much because of the trials and afflictions of the present
state, or that tribulation through which all must pass to the kingdom,
but their sorrow allld their conflict arise on account of "the body of
this death "-that fallen and corrupt nature which, though under the
sentence of death, and from the guilt and condemnation of which they
are virtually delivered, they are, nevertheless, compelled to drag about
with them as long as they remain in this wilderness. Hence their
desire for freedom. Hence their longing to "depart and to be with
Christ, which is far better." Hence their glowing anticipation of the
summons which shall embrace, not only the eternal freedom from all
the strife and contention of sin, but the equally eternal admission
among the ransomed and redeemed from all iniquity, and partakers
of the unsullied purity and ineffable glory of the myriads beforc the
throne of the Great Eternal.
Now, from what we are about to quote, we shall see, from the testimony of this venerable and highly-favoured servant of God, the late Mr.
GADSBY, that, whatever his standing in the truth may have been, and
however settled and unvarying his confidence in the God of his
salvation, still the Lord is at no loss for means to keep such an one
humble and dependent, deeply sensible of his continuous, uninterrupted
-yea, momentary-need of divine guidance and guardianship.
In a little more than eighteen months before he was called home,
when preaching in London, Mr. GADSBY spoke as follows ;"Do you feel you need 'keeping by the power of God' ~ I do;
and I solemnly declare to-night that, old as I am, I never felt myself
more liable to stumble, nor ever felt a greater need for God to keep me,
than I do now. I feel in my very soul that, if God does not keep me,
I shall bring disgrace upon His name. I know it, and feel that that
would be the case. But then, that blessed God who has made manifest
this 'acceptable year'';'' has engaged to keep the feet of His saints, and
to watch over their path, night and day."
Again, in a sermon preached at Bedworth, about two months later,
Mr. GADSBY says :"What proud, pompous work it is for poor dying worms to puff up
their minds with the empty vanity that, if God will do His part, they
will do theirs! Why,,I am an old man, nearly seventy years of age,
and I have no more hope of being saved on such ground than I have of
pulling the Almighty from' His throne! I have tried doing my part
many times. It has invariably undone me, and brought me feelingly
and sensibly to ruin. I,
Now, where could there have been a more honest or candid
acknowledgment than this ~ And what proof and evidence does it afforu
that, however sound the creed, or solid and steadfast the beliof ill
covenant verities, there is, at the same time, not the veriest reason 0"
tiniest cause for the indulgence of fleshly pride or a presumptuous con'$ Mr.
GADSBY'S text, upon this occasion, was Isaiah Ixi. 2-" To proclaim Lilo
acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of om' God; to coml'ul'tJ
all that mourn."
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fidence! Oh, no ! The Lord knows how to make humble and to keep
dependent. One, it may be, from the fear of the article of death, or how
it will be with them in the swellings of Jordan. Another, the dread
of a long and tedious illness, with the fear of a consequent fretfulness or
impatience. Another, doubts and fears about ways and means. Another,
anxiety about creature-ties and relationships. Another, lest gloom and
darkness should pervade the mind, and the Master stand aloof. Another,
the deadly assaults of" the accuser of the brethren." Another, the sphere
of labour he has to vacate, and who and what shall follow. Another,
1,110 immortal interests and eternal welfare of the children about to
bo left in an ungodly, gainsaying world. Another, what is to become of them, in a temporal point of view. Now, these, and the
like, are some of the causes on account of which the Lord's children
are kept humble and dependent, even though they may know their
calling and election of God. Hence, we repeat, whatever their standing,
or however they may have been favoured or indulged of the Lord,
Ho has His only special ways and means by which to keep them
lowly and dependent-yea, never to rise them higher than did the
Psalmist, when he exclaimed, "I am poor and needy, yet the Lord
thinketh upon me."

Circus and School Report. Portsmouth: Henry Lewis.
IN his twentieth Annual Report for the" New Circus," Portsmouth,
the Minister (the Rev. J. C. MARTIN) says:I have no wish to be disconnected with the Episcopal Church of England,
if she maintain the truth as handed down by our noble Reformers, who
sealed it with their blood; but I must confess I tremble for her, in the
way the tide is running, and when numbers within her pale, both ministers
and people, can hardly, if at all, be distinguished from the Papal Antichrist.
And I only confirm what you have known ever sinclil I first purchased the
land for tne Circus and Schools in 1864-that, when I handed over all to
othors, it should be "with absolute power to maintain God's sacred truth
at tho Circus, independent of any so-called Ohurch on earth." And I am
not without considerable apprehension that the time may be nearing when
thoso who are, by God's help, determined to sacrifice no principle of that
truth, may have to make a decided stand; and, relying upon the arm of
Jehovah, which has never failed, and can never fail, they shall then prove
"He only doeth wondrous things."
It is impossible to contemplate the political or religious horizon without
the solemn conviction that God is about to deal with us as a nation. Were
God's children but prayerfully united, and found bowing at His footstool in
humility and confession, seeking to know His mind and to do His will, I
should not fear, for God would then appear for us. But, alas! political
partisanship, jealousy, strife, ,and contention of parties other than for the
truth of God, are serious phases of our times.
Our Lord may yet grant us and those we love,. even not of our own
communion, amongst our Nonconformist brethren, Presbyterians, and others,
to see and feel the sacred responsibility of the times in which we live; and
then, 'rising above party, and standing upon the one platform of the Word
of God (sinking all minor and non-essential points), we may be privileged
to make a noble phalanx, and be helped, in God's strength, to abide by the
l'I'llth. And we shall, in such a case, again prove it is nothing for the Lord
1,0 IlOlp with many or with few.
I lIood not specify details as to our Day and Sunday Schools, nor enter
1\1, IOIlLCth upon the work of the provident and Good Samaritan societies,
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&c. All are working as usual, with, I trust, the same blessing which has
been granted us in the past. I would only say, we need a revival of the
Holy Spirit's power in these dark and solemn days, for, if ever, now we
need to have loins girt with truth, shoes on our feet, and lamps bUl;ning
and well trimmed, waiting to know our Lord's command, 'and ready ho do
His bidding.
Again, Mr. MARTIN says, and that with a Scriptural force that is well
worthy of the very deepest consideration:This address is so much longer than usual that I hesitate writing at
greater lenghh. I will only again call your attention to the solemn events
which are around us, and which seem as thongh they would involve us, as
a nation, in serious consequences. It is not by bribing the enemies of God's
truth and people, and by compromise, that His cause and truth will
flourish. When Sennacherib, King of Assyria, came up against the cities of
Judah (2 Kings xviii. 14), Hezekiah, in his weakness, cut off the gold
from the doors and pillars of the temple, and gave it and the silver to
bribe the King of Assyria, but, alas! only to induce Assyria's monarch
to demand more with boastful pride. But, when he came a second time,
King Hezekiah humbled himself, with others of the Lord's servants, and
waited upon Israel's God in prayer (see 2 Kings xix. 14, &c.). The letters
and blasphemy of the Lord's enemies were thus put into God's hand. The
reply (see verse 20, &c.) was, "Thus saith the Lord concerning the King
of Assyria, He shall not come into this city, nor shoot an arrow there, for
I will defend this city, to save it for Mine own sake, and for My servant
David's sake." (See the result, as recorded in verses 35 to 37.) If God's children are thus similarly found waiting on Hezekiah's God, they shall prove
Him" a very present help in trouble" ; and, as in the case of Gideon or of
Haman, with many or with few, our New Year's Motto shall be fulfilled"Let the children of Zion be joyful in their King."
I am, your affectionate and faithful pastor,
J. C. MARTIN.
A Sketch of the Life of Bishop King. With Portrait. A Manual for
Ohurchmen. By J. HANCHARD. London: John Kensit.
THE British Protestant· gives a likeness of this pretended Protestant
Bishop in Popish garb, attended by one clerical lackey. The pamphlet
before us, however, represents him with no less than six in the rear,
one of whom (if we may judge from his appearance) has reached his
second childhood, as well as his diocesan. Unfortunately for his lordship, his face, in the frontispiece, comes out black! So ominous this,
that it needs no comment at our hands. The whole pamphlet contains but too sad proof of the hypocrisy and deceit of which the
human heart is capable.

Public Notices and Cautions.

A Book for Youth. With Illustrations.
London: J. Gadsby.
A VERY useful book, giving salutary advice, based upon "notices" and
" cautions" familiar to most. It is a work well adapted for a Sunday
or day school reward, as calculated to arouse a wholesome thoughtfulness upon the part of the young reader, to take heed by the many
practical illustrations herein given.

The Official Year Book of the Chunh of England for 1886. London:
Ohristian Knowledge Society.-Oontains an immense amount of valuable
information, evidently compiled with great care.

