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"Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

THE OLOSE OF OUR FORTY-SEVENTH YEAR'S
EDITORSHIP.
FORTY-SEVEN YEARS! More than half one's lifetime! It strikes
one with astonishment, and, as it were, fills with wonder and
amazement! Forty-seven years! Why, in these days, when the
all-engrossing theme is the j ,lbilee of our beloved Queen, we
should begin to think of O!tr jubilee, as far as this Mag£lzine is
concerned. But that is merely a passing thought, for we have no
expectation whatever of its personal application. Unless we are
greatly mistaken, we shall have passed on, and "gone the way of
all the earth," ere those two or three years shall be numbered
with the past! We wish we could realize it more; then, it may
be, we should sit more loosely to time-things. We grieve that
they should retain so firm a hold of us as, alas! they do. In
years that are passed, 'we never could have supposed that we
should think so little of eternity, when standing, as we now do, upon
its very threshold! And as for heaven, and the glory that is to
be revealed, we have not a stone to cast at the most thoughtless,
carnal, or worldly, when we remember what we have been called
to pass through, and the lesson upon lesson which has, as it were,
been burnt into us.
Lu~gering and loitering more correctly bespeak our state, than
looking and longing ! We deplore the fact, whilst we honestly
make the confession; but, as we have lately elsewhere intimated,
we will not pretend nor presume, but we will state facts, and
"facts are stubborn things."
Moreover, whilst mentally we
frequently exclaim, "My soul cleaveth unto the dust," our coward
heart here stops short. We are afraid to add, "quicken Thou me,
according to Thy word," because of the discipline that it may
entail, and the Fatherly correction it may involve.
We question if we ever more deeply felt the poet's words than
nows

-,--
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"Where is the blessedness I knew,
When first I saw the Lord 1
Where is the soul-reviving view
Of Jesus and His word 1
"What peaceful hours I then enjoyed!
How sweet their memory still !
But they have left an aching void
The world can never fill."

No; blessed be God for this! It is an undeniable verity ! We
feel the blank; we realize the void! It leaves that which the
world can never supply-no, never! The love-visits of Jesus have
eclipsed the world as to real pleasure and lasting satisfaction. In
-spite of all the besetments and entanglements-notwithstanding the
-secret language of the heart may be, with the Psalmist, " Although
my house be not so with God "-still the cry is"Though words can never tell my case,
Nor all my sorrows paint,
This I can say before Thy face,
That Ch1'ist is all I want."

Yes, blessed be God, in spite of all, it is "Jesus only."
"None but Jesus, none but Jesus,
Can do helpless sinners good."

Notwithstanding that spiritual dearth and deadness of which
we just now spoke, and the lingering and loitering in these low
lands, when upon the very verge of that great and glorious sphere
"where the inhabitant never says, I am sick; and the people who
dwell therein are forgiven their iniquity"-we repeat that, notwithstanding this state of things, which is day by day a source of
deep regret and lamentation, the following a short time since
occurred.
It so happened that, by taking a certain turning on a road
which previously had been strange to us, we were by degrees
brought to an eminence that commanded a most extensive and
lovely view. The prospect was charming in the extreme. It
:seemed to want but one thing to render it perfect, and that was,
water; and, at a short distance from where we stood, even this
was added, by the Bristol Channel, and the Welsh mountains in
the rear. However, as we gazed and admired, the thought was
suggested, " Would you like to have it? Would you be glad to
·call it your own ? Would you be happy could you exclaim, 'I'm
monarch of all I survey'?" Instantly there sprang up in one's
very heart of hearts the" No, indeed, I would not have it as a gift!
,I am far happier withmtt it than I should be with it. It would
be a far greater plague to me than pleasure. It would be an in,cumbrance, bringing with it its continuous vexations, its daily
,cares, and its ceaseless responsibilities."
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Then from these thoughts followed the contemplation of the
wisdom, and love, and goodness that have devised, and regulated,
:and controlled the pathway of the wilderness. Oh, the preventing
mercy, as well as the preservtng care, and the p1-oviding bounty
:and tenderness and compassion, which have attended one's whole
-course through this weary world and dangerous pathway of the
wilderness!
Reader, the more one is enabled calmly and deliberately to
,contemplate the aboundings and the superaboundings of th~
wisdom, and the love, and the astounding forbearance and faithfulness which have characterized the leadings and the dealings of
(Jur God, in regard to the past, the more is one absorbed-lost, as
it were-in wonder, love, and adoring admiration! Well indeed
may one exclaim"Oh, for such love let rocks and hills
Their lasting silence break;
And all harmonious human tongues
The Saviour's praises speak!"

'Oh, how good, how merciful, how gracious has He been! What
-a God! How kind! how tender! how forbearing! how forgiving! What patience-what long-suffering-has He shown!
Well might the prophet Micah exclaim, " Who is a God like unto
Thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression
-of the remnant of His heritage? He retaineth not His anger
for ever, because He delighteth in mercy" (vii. 18).
Truly we can, in all the fulness of our heart, exclaim, as we
look back upon all the way by which He has led us, that "He
hath done aU things well." Infinite has been His wisdom, boundless His love, omnipotent His power. In the retrospect of the
whole we can truly say, we would not have the veriest changeno, not the slightest alteration. Every crook and every cross has
been as right as it could be. Blessed be His great and ever-glorious
name, we can endorse the language of J oshua-" And, behold, this
day I am going the way of all the earth: and ye know in all
your hearts and in all your souls, that not one thing hath failed
of all the good things which the Lord your God spake concerning
.you; all are come to pass unto you, and not one thing hath failed
thereof" (J osh. xxiii. 14).
Ah! dear reader, how true is the testimony" Good, when He ~ives, supremely good;
Nor less when He denies ;
E'en crosses, in His sovereign hands,
Are blessings in disguise."

But we are now about to make a remark which will doubtless
,surprise at least a portion of our readers. Here it is. We question
if, during the last seventy years, we ever repeated the annexed
lines with the fervour that we do now-

s 2
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" Gentle Jesus, meek and mild,
Look upon a little child;
Pity my simplicity;
Help me, Lord, to come to Thee.

" Fain I would to Thee be brougIlt ;
Gracious God, forbid it not;
In the kingdom of Thy grace
Give a little child a plac".

"Oh, supply my every want!
Feed the young and tender plant;
Day and night my Keeper be;
Every moment watch round me."

What think you of it, reader? We fancy we hear a whisper,
"Why, what's come to the Editor? He has got into his dotage
indeed! Can it be possible that any man in his senses would use
such childish-yea, such baby-language as that?"
Well, now, let us first look at the words themselves, and then
let us appeal to the Word of God-the only infallible guide-and
see whether it will support or condemn our testimony by plain
matter of fact.
First, then, let us glance at the words themselves. Let us scrutinize line after line and verse after verse.
"Gentle Jesus, meek and mild."
If we know anything savingly, personally, experimentally, of
Him "whom to know is life eternal," is it not, reader, increasingly
our joy and our satisfaction to contemplate Him in His lowly,
loving, tender, approachable character? Do we not feel the more
emboldened and encouraged to venture near Him, as, for example,
when we seem afresh to hear Him chide His disciples with, "Suffer
the little children to come unto Me, and forbid them not, for of
such is the kingdom of heaven"? Is it His greatness, His
purity, His power, that prompt us to venture nigh, or is it His.
condescension, His compassion, His gentleness? Would not tho
one serve to intimidate and to awe, rather than to encourage and
attract?
"Look upon a little child."
Well, are we got beyond the feeling that, if the Lord regards
us at all, it must be in a way of rich and undeserved mercy? It
must be altogether apart from any claim upon our part, or aught
that has the very semblance of merit or creature-deserving. Nay,
if we know ourselves, are we not but too conscious that we have
far, far less to commend us to the Lord's notice and regard than
at our first drawing nigh; for have we not added sin to sin and
transgression to transgression from the moment the Lord took us
in hand? Dare we attempt to exonerate ourselves from the oharge
which Moses brought against Israel when he said, " From the day
that thou didst depart out of Egypt, until ye came unto this place,
ye have been rebellious against the Lord"? Have we not equal
Cause to fall under the humiliating acknowledgment of the Prophet.
Jeremiah-" We lie down in our shame, and our oonfusion covereth
us: for we have sinned against the Lord our God, we and our
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fathers, from our youth even unto this day, and have not obeyed
the voice of the Lord our God"? (Jer. iii. 25.)
Oh, mark it, reader, mark it-" even unto this day." Alas! alas!
is it not so ? And may we not, upon these grounds, take up the
language of the poor repentant prodigal--" .l!-'ather, I have sinned
against heaven, and in Thy sight, and am no more worthy to be
called Thy son"? Hence, we contend, the language is well adapted
to such a state of things-" Look upon a littte child."
How sweet the thought of the looking, upon the part of the
Lord! "To this man will I look, even to him that is poor, and of
a contrite spirit, and trembleth at My word." How precious a
response to the statement, in regard to the poor publican, who
.. could not so much as cast his eyes up to heaven, but smote
upon his breast, and cried, God, be merciful to me, a sinner!"
Header, does this suit you? Is there a heart-echo? If so, then
you will further admire that act of condescension upon the part
of the Lord, where we read, with respect to the poor, timid, se1£despairing Gideon, that "the Lord looked upon him, and said, Go
in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel from the hand of the
Midianites: have not I sent thee?" Where was there one more
like a child-yea, the veriest infant-than Gideon? And yet, notwithstanding, how marvellous the Lord's looking-aye, and leading,
too! Mark the plaintive cry of the Psalmist-" Look upon mine
affliction, and my pain, and forgive me all my sins." Then couple
the double necessity with the two-fold mercy. Poor, self-willed
J onah's exclamation, "Then I said, I am cast out of Thy sight,
yet I will look again toward Thy holy temple"; and the Lord's
pitiful, loving look at the Christ-denying, swearing, blaspheming
Peter. Ah! what a compound-this looking! loving! leading!
Header, will not the scrutiny, in all the varied cases and diversified
bearings, admit of the summary, "Look upon a little chitl" .'1 or is
it, in your estimation, too mean, too contemptible, too foolish and
child-like? If you think so, depend upon it there is something
wrong: and, unless we are much mistaken, you have yet to learn
somewhat of that creature-humbling ordeal, "He brought down
their heart with labour; they fell down, and there was none to
help."
"Pity my simplicity."
"And will not this accord with the experience of the Spirittaught and advanced and established of the members of the
household. of faith? " some will probably say. Well, we venture
to think so. The longer the Lord's children are under divine
teaching, the more simple-minded they become; the more they are
divested of self-confidence, and the weaker ani the frailer and
the more sensibly dependent they are; the less they deal in the
"great I" of the flesh, and the more thoroughly convinced
are they of the truth of John the Baptist's words, " He
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must increase, but I must decrease."
Mark it, reader, in the-'
experience of the longest and the deepest taught in the great
family circle. See how they are brought down. Observe how
broken and humbled they are. How the strong and the fearless.
and outspoken are reduced to such a felt helplessness and creature
hopelessness as to express themselves in such diffident and dependent
language. Listen to the" Lord, help me !" the" Lord, sustain!"
the "Lord, guard, guide, defend, deliver!" Among the last
utterances of the God· honouring, Christ-exalting Earl of Roden
was, "Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him"; and,.
when towards the close of his lengthened and God-glorifying
career, the venerable Bishop of Cashel, although so proverbial for
boldness and decision as to be called "the rock of Cashel,"
yet at last so humbled and brought into the very dust of
nothingness was he that his valet, whilst attending him, said that,
when in the act of stepping into bed, he expressed a hope that
"the Lord would take care of him," and then, as if of a sudden
recollecting all that the Lord had been during his protracted
pilgrimage, and all He had promised still to be, he hopefully
and trustfully added, "He will! He will!" During his last
illness, or upon his death-bed, Dr. GUTHRIE requested the·
attendants to sing one of the bairns' hymns. Thus mark the simlJlicity as one of the fruits and effects of the Psalmist's position
when he exclaimed, "I was brought low, and He helped me."
"~lIelp m~,

Lord, to come to Thee."

Well, and does not this hold good in the experience of the·
Lord's family? The older they grow, and the longer their stay
in the school of Christ, the more deeply sensible are they at' their
own utter helplessness on the one hand, and of the need of divine
help on the other. This state of things will not admit of a doubt.
The Lord's people are at a point about it. There is no wavering
nor disputing upon a matter which is thoroughly burnt into them.
Whatever secondary opinion there may be upon other matters,.
there is no questioning here. Helpless in themselves! hopeless in
themselves! The Lord, and the Lord alone, their Helper, their
Staff, and their Stay!
" Fain I u'oltld to Thee be brought."
And is not even this too humiliating? What! so powerless as.
to need to be brought.2 Reader, you that know the Lord and His
dealings-you who have been called into the stripping-room-you
who have known something personally and experimentally of
Hannah's testimony, "The Lord killeth, and maketh alive; He
bringeth down, and He raiseth up "-you to whom the Lord hath
said, "Turn about, 0 son of man, and thou shalt see greater
abominations than these "-what have you to say to our inquiry?'
Dan you come of yourself? However you may see and feel the
1leed of coming, can you obey the dictates of your own mind 2'
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Can you do what you would fain wish to do? In a word, oan
yo~ come, or must you be brought? Must the Lord Himself be
your Helper-your Sustainer-your Deliverer, or not?
Ah ! reader, what about your own resolutions and efforts?'
What is your state of mind in the sanotuary, or upon your knees?
How is it with regard to your reading, meditation, prayer? Can
you oonoentrate or oontrol your thoughts even for five minutes
together? With all your attempts to listen to the preached Word,
is not your mind at times oarried to the very ends of the earth
ere you are aware? Or when you come to the end of the ohapter,
are you not often at a loss to know what you have been reading?
And as for so-oalled prayer, does it not seem the merest mockery,
so that you rise from your knees with a groan and a sigh, and
are half resolved to make no such attempts to worship, in that it
partakes more of hypocrisy than sincerity and truth? Ah! you
that feel these things, in all their bitterness and reality, will be
quite ready to fall in with the petition, "Fain I would to Tltee be
brought," and you will rejoice in suoh testimonies as, "He brozigltt
me into His banqu8ting-house, and His banner over me was love" ;
and "I will bl'ing the blind by a way that they knew not; I
will lead them in paths that they have not known: I will make
darkness light before them, and orooked things straight. These
things will I do unto them, and not forsake them" (Isa. xlii. 16).
"Graciozts God, forbid it not."

And has not the insight into self-the blaokness, the defilement,
the devilism-been attended by no fears as to whether such a
sinner-such a transgressor-such a wanderer-such a backslider
in heart and affections-such a forgetful, thankless, wayward one
-dare presume to hope that there is room for him? Are there
no fears nor misgivings lest He should say, " Cut him down; why
cumbereth he the ground"? Again-

"In the kingdom of Thy grace."
Ah ! grace! grace! " Kingdom of grace!" Is not that the exact
word? Is it not so suitable-so precious? Does it not chime in
with the well-known note~
" Grace, 'tis a charming sound;
Harmonious to the ear;
Heaven with the echo shall resound,
And all the earth shall hear" 1

" Kingdom of gTrtCe!" Is it not like the throwing a rope or a
life-buoy to a drowning man? "Kingdom of grace!" "The God
of all grace!" "He giveth more grace!" "By grace are ye
saved." Good-will-favour-love-mercy-compassion.
" Give a little child a place."

Yes, it must be a free gift indeed. " Not of works, lest any
man should boast," " Not by works of righteousness which we
have done, but of His mercy hath He saved us, by the washing of
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regeneration and the renewing of the Holy Ghost." Aye, and as
a "little child," too. What saith the Lord to His disciples?
"Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall
not enter into the kingdom of heaven."
" Oh, supply my every want!"
Can exception be taken here? What can be more expressive?
Is it not the daily cry of each and everyone of the living
family? Are they not made increasingly sensible of their need,
both in a spiritual and temporal point of view? Moreover, is not
that assurance yet more and more precious, as they daily and
hourly realize their necessitous and helpless condition, "My God
shall supply all your need, according to His riches in glory by
Christ Jesus" ? And how sweet the thought of the perpetuity of
the promise-that it holds good from first to last-throughout the
pilgrimage-state-and meets the ever-varying circumstances and
ceaseless changes from the infancy to the closing up of the earthly
career!
"Feed the young and tender plant."
And what a mercy that it should have been foreshown as one
of the characteristics of the dear Redeemer, "He will not break
the bruised reed, nor quench the smoking flax, but will bring
forth judgment unto victory."
Reader, have you no recollection in regard to the first dawn
()f divine light upon the previously dark and benighted mind?
What about your fears lest the impressions should wear off, as
they had too often done before? How you besought for another
token-some fresh proof-one more whisper that "all was well"
-a renewed assurance, "It is 1." "I will bless thee j I will
guard thee; I will guide thee." How frag-ile you felt! how
weak! how timid! How impossible it seemed that you could
hold on or hold out! How tremendous and overwhelming the
odds that were against you! How could such a frail, weak,
"nothing creature" as you stand against the wiles, and the
strength, and the successes of "the world, the flesh, and the
devil"? And yet, (oh, wonder of wonders! marvel of marvels !)
in spite of all, ,. the young and tender plant" was cared for,
watched over, nourished, preserved, and that even until now.
That tiny germ of grace, of which, through sovereign love and
mercy, you were made partaker, it may be forty, fifty, sixty
years ago, kept alive, like a spark upon the ocean. " The bruised
reed not broken; the smoking flax not quenched." No, no;
blessed be God!
Moreover, what a mercy to have been kept to and in the
"old paths "-not attracted by, nor swerving to the right hand
or the left, in or through any of the vain, delusive, and destructive inducements and attractions of the times in whioh we live!
If still enabled to rursue the narroW', though rough and rugged,

The Gospel Magazine.

265

path to the kingdom, what a mercy! If still "cleaving to the
Lord with purpose of heart," acknowledging "no other name
but that of Jesus only," what a mercy! If still persisting in
the determination, "I will go in before the King, which is not
according to the law; and if I perish, I perish," what a mercy!
Oh, may we not, therefore-yea, shall we not, in spite of all that
we feel and fear-say" And can He have taught me to trust in His name,
And thus far have brought me to put me to shame P"

"IJay and night my Keeper be."
And can we, by any possibility, improve upon this language,
dear reader? Is there not the absolute needs-be for it, day by
day and night after night? Are we in a position or in circumBtances which render that precious promise less needful than heretofore-" In that day sing ye unto her, A vineyard of red wine. I,
the Lord, do keep it; I will water it every moment: lest any
hurt it, I will keep it night and day"? (Isa. xxvii. 2, 3.) Have
the last five verses of Psalm cxxi. lost their sweetness and
adaptation-" Behold, He that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber
.nor sleep. The Lord is thy Keeper: the Lord is thy shade upon
thy right hand. The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the
moon by night. The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil: He
shall preserve thy soul. The Lord shall preserve thy going out
and thy coming in from this time forth, and even for evermore" ?
Oh, have we less reason to say now, as heretofore, "I will lay
me down and sleep, for Thou, Lord, alone maketh me to dwell in
safety" ? What about that safety, were not the Lord our Preserver? Do not facts prove-and that so continuously-that
"unless the Lord keep the city, the watchman waketh but in
vain" ?
"Every moment watch round me."
Ah! how indispensable the need! What if a single moment
were overlooked? What if the Lord were not mindful of the
promise before quoted-" I will water it every moment, and, lest any
hurt it, I will keep it night and day"?" Such is the vigilance of
the great adversary, and such is his hatred of every vessel of
mercy, that he would be S1,1re to take advantage and secure his prey,
if so be there were a solitary moment in which the Lord's eye
was off the object of His love, and His protecting and preserving
care failed to be exercised.
" Weaker than a bruised reed,
Help I every moment need."
• Within ten minutes of reading this proof·sheet, we find by the morning paper
that a person of seventy-two years of age, and residing within a fcw hundred
yards of this Vicarage. had been burnt to death. Her husband, yesterday afternoon,
had only left her a quarter of an honr, when by some means her clothes took fire,
and within a few minutes she was found dead.-ED.
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Well, now, denr reader, let us seek to consider the subject in
the strict light of the Word of God, and see if there be not plain
proof and evidence from that Word that "it is not by might,
nor by power "-that is, by human power-" but by My Spirit,
saith the Lord," that the battles of the Lord are fought and wonthat" the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong " ;.
yea, that "the lame take the prey."
We will begin, then, with Moses. Who could have supposed
that one so obscure by birth, whose life was so miraculously
preserved, and who was declared afterwards to be "the meekest
man upon earth," should be designed to bring forth such a
mighty multitude from their captivity in Egypt, and to conduct
them for no less a period than forty years through a traokless,
"waste, howling wilderness "? What said he of himself? "Who
am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I should bring
forth the children of Israel out of Egypt? I am not eloquent,
neither heretoforo, nor since Thou hast spoken unto Thy servant:
but I am slow of speech. and of a slow tongue."
Consider the case of Gideon, already referred to. Although the
Lord had said, "Go in this thy might, [and what was this might
but the most absolute creature weakness?] and thou shalt save
Israel from the hand of thfl Midianites," yet so great was his
timidity, and suoh his self-distrust, that he said unto the Lord,
"If now I have found graoe in Thy sight, show me a sign that
Thou talkest with me"; and that sign had to be repeated, and
assurance given in various ways, ere he would venture to engage
in the battle of the Most High. What, therefore, does this go
to prove but that the wisdom and the strength and the oourage
'were entirely of the Lord, and that not the veriest iota of credit
was due to Gideon?
What was the Prophet Elijah, in and of himself considered,
but" a man of like passions with ourselves"? Had he naturally
or inherently a particle more of wisdom or strength or courage
than his fellow-men? Let facts testify that, after the marvellous
scenes in regard to the fire from heaven to consume the sacrifioes, and the vast destruotion of the false prophets, he should flee
for his life at the threatenings of the wretohed Jezebel. Did all
his aohievements leave the slightest room whatever for human
praise or oreature satisfaction?
In like manner, what oredit could the stripling David take to
himself for all that he did? Did not the very simplicity of' the
means used for the destruction of the giant of Gath prove to a
demonstration indeed that "the Lord saveth not with sword and
spear"? Must he not, in common honesty, abide by his own
testimony-" Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy
name give glory, for Thy meroy and for Thy truth's sake"?
Whose mind was more deeply imbued than that of the Psalmist
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with the conviction, as he himself expresses it, "But who am'
I, and what is my people, that we should be able to offer
so willingly after this sort? for all things come of Thee, and'
of Thine own have we given Thee"? (1 Chron. xxix. 14.)
To pass on to New Testament Scriptures, does not the same truth
shine throughout as a sunbeam that" not many wise men after the
flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: but God hath
chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise;
and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; and base things of the
world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and
things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: that no·
flesh should glory in His presence"? (1 Cor. i. 26-29.) Who werethe disciples themselves but a company of poor fishermen, whom
the Lord Himself instructed in the divine mysteries of His
kingdom? The Apostle Paul, although brought up at the feet of'
Gamaliel, was taught to " count all things but dung for the knowledge of Christ Jesus the Lord." Notwithstanding all his human
attainments, he testifies to the Corinthians, "I was with you in
weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling. And my speech and
my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but
in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: that your faith
should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God"
(1 Cor. ii. 3-5).
But now, in regard to simplicity, or looking at the su~ject in
the character of a child, what have we literally as far as Solomon,
the wise man, was concerned? Listen to his words, as he replied
to the condescending and graoious appeal, upon the part of theLord, "Ask what I shall give thee? "-" And now,O Lord my
God, Thou hast made Thy servant king instead of David my father:
and I am but a little child: I know not how to go out or come
in. Aud Thy servant is in the midst of Thy people which Thou
hast chosen, a great people, that cannot be numbered nor counted:
for multitude. Give the:refore Thy servant an uuderstanding heart
to judge Thy people, that I may discern between good and bad:
for who is able to judge this Thy so great a people?" (1 Kings
iii. 7-9.) Upon the face of this so simple and sincere acknowledgment and appeal upon the part of Solomon, was there ever a
more striking display of wisdom, discernment, and discretion than
what immediately followed in regard to the women who presentedi
themselves before him, and when he was called to give judgmentas to whose was the living and whose the dead child? What a
marvellous example was this of the condescension, the power,.
the all-sufficiency of our God!
Again, with respect to the lowly and unpretending character ot
a child, consider the case of the Prophet J eremiah-" Then the
word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Before I formed thee in the
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belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb
I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet nnto the nations.
Then said I, Ah! Lord God, behold, I cannot speak: for I am
a child. But the Lord said unto me, Say not, I am a child:
for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever
I command thee thou shalt speak. Be not afraid of their faces:
for I am with thee to deliver thee, saith the Lord" (Jer. i. 4-8).
And who, subsequently, could have been endowed with more
courage, fearlessness, and perfect indifference as to personal safety
than he? Take, for example, that one utterance, when the priests
and prophets conspired against him to put him to death-" As for me,
behold, I am in your band: do with me as seemeth good and meet
unto you. But know ye for certain that, if ye put me to death,
ye shall surely bring innocent blood upon yourselves, and upon
this city, and upon the inhabitants thereof: for of a truth the
Lord hath sent me unto you to speak all these words in your
ears" (Jer. xxvi. 14, 15).
Hence we see what our God can do, and has done, with the
weakest, the frail est, the most unlikely of instruments. How He
confirms His word-" Out of weakness made strong" !
Finally, we have only to appeal to the personal experience of
those taught of God. When, where, by what means, have you
been helped, strengthened, encouraged, in regard to both temporal
and spiritual matters? Oh, has it not been in immediate connection with the intensest weakness, the most thorough helplessness, and when, as far as the creature is concerned, you have had
neither wisdom nor courage?
Ah! ye ministers of Ohrist, when and how have ye preached
your best sermons? When, but where ye have been shorn of
human wisdom, fleshly strength, creature power? When, as a
little child, you have fallen into the hands of the Lord, and
besought and entreated and implored your Father to be with
you, aod to verify His word-" Go, and I will be thy mouth, and
will teach thee what thou Rhalt say"? How sensibly have you
rp,alized that it was His words, and not your own, to which you
How, for the time being, have you
were giving utterance!
heen able to leave all in His hands, without an anxious thought
or a solitary concern! Engrossed in His work-absorbed in Himself-able and willing and happy in leaving all in His own blessed
hands-yea, "weeping to the praise of the mercy you'd found."
And ye men of business, how has it been with you when,
either from previous frustration, defeat, or disappointment, you
have been compelled to cast yourself upon the Lord, and, like a
little child, have sued Him for wisdom and strength and courage
to enter upon and pursue the business of the d'l.Y? Instead of
relying in the leastwise upon judgment or foresight or experience,
under felt weakness and prostration, ignorance and short-sightedness,
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you have besought the Lord (Nehemiah-like) to "give you favour
in the sight of this or that man. " Well, what has been the effect
but perfect surprise upon your part at the plain and simple and
effectual way in which the path has been opened up? You have
such clear and undoubted proof that" the Lord had gone out before
you," that you are compelled gratefully and adoringly to exclaim.
"This is the Lord's doings, and it is marvellous in mine eyes t "
Ye mothers, too, what about those days and those family claims.
and engagements the which you had so droaded, and upon which
you entered with so much fear and trembling of heart? Yester-·
day's duties-its work and its worry-left you seemingly void of
strength. Used up, according to sensation and feeling, you dreaded
the coming day. After restlessness and broken slumbers, you feU
upon your knees with a sigh, a groan, a heart-tear, as the introduction of the day. Oh, how you dreaded a repetition of yesterday!
How weak and how frail and how sad at heart you were! What
would you give could you sit at Jesus' feet to-day, and (Marylike) "listen to His words," rather than, with Martha, to be
"troubled about many things." You were conscious of it. You.
felt the rebuke-that touching saying, "But one thing is needful"and yet, for the very life of you, were unable, as it were, to raise
a little finger towards self-help! And then you left your chamber,
went downstairs, and timidly and tremblingly entered the breakfastroom, almost afraid of the greetings and the salutations of the
children, much loved as they were. Well, but how have things
proceeded? You could scarcely say; only that, to your surprise
and astonishment, there has been such a peacefulness and satisfaction, as matters have gone on; this, that, and the other duty
and engagement fulfilled; no hitches, no hindrances, no cross
purposes, no hasty words, no unkind looks; but such smoothness,
gentleness, peacefulness, as has stood in striking contrast to the
previous day.
Oh, what does all this bespeak, either in the case of the minister,
the man of business, the wife and mother? What, but the Lord
fulfilling His word, "He will give power to the faint, and untothem that have no might He will increase strength"? Thus He
proves the truth of His word, "My grace is sufficient for thee;
My strength is made perfect in weakness." Thus and thus it is
that practical light is thrown upon the declaration of the Apostle,
"I can do all things through [or in] Christ, which strengtheneth me;
for when I am weak, then am I strong in the Lord, and in thepower of His might."
Reader, are you so brought down, in a Gospel sense, to the
simplicity and sensibility of a little child, as to exclaim, with the
Apostle, "Most gladly, therefore, do I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me"?
St. Luke's, Bedminster.
THE EDITOR,
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"NO MONEY."
"And he that hath no money, come."-ISAIAH Iv. l.
':EVERYBODY knows that the past winter in England was special1J
severe, and that for many weeks all nature was cemented firm and
hard, from the coldness of the atmosphere. The ice-bound pathways
were indeed slippery surfaces, d:wgerous to walk upon, while the
vegetable kingdom lay cold and ~_caled up. In spite of all these SU1'Toundings, our old gabled home, mantled with ivy, when covered with
wreaths of fantastic snow, formed a pretty sight, looking at the time
something like the Arctic regions, But, through the rigour of the
season, many an honest bread-winner was for weeks thrown out of
-employment, and it was distressing to meet with whole families in want
of food.
To sympathize with human woe is to learn a lesson out of the
Master's Book; and, as we are fond of things of a homely and practical
.character, our dear ones, with myself, thought it well to establish for
the time being a home soup-kitchen, upon the principle of "without
money and without price." We did so, and it proved a great boon
in the neighbourhood, especially as there was nothing of the kind
within reach of the needy ones.
Now, this incident in one's life has brought with it a train of
thought which, if the Holy Ghost is pleased to clothe it with His
power, may not be unprofitable to reader and writer, bringing out, I
trust, Gospel truths of an important character.
And first notice with us, our invitation, 01' intention, was addressed to
-character, even to those who had" no money," and felt that they were
in need. As one mother visited said, "My husband is a bricklayer,
and all building operations being suspended through the frost, he has
not had any work for six weeks, and not been able to earn anything.
We have seven children, and 'no money' to provide them with food.
1 shall indeed be grateful for the soup." I know in such a case it
would be said by some, "But why do not our working men put by
for such times of need, when they are in full work ~ " Well, friend,
what can a man with seven children, and perhaps a sickly wife, put by
-out of eighteen shillings a week ~
But, be this as it may, we found them in need, and with "no
money." And this is the position of every destitute soul by nature.
I know very often it is not thought so, but nevertheless it is a truth.
'Oh, how my soul loathes the view of human nature sometimes propounded by our preachers-that man is a religious animal, born with
the religious instincts, and cultivation is all he needs to lead into a
pious life! The Scriptures are dead against such a theory, and describe
man by nature as dead, helpless, and hopeless, in and of himself.
We cannot be too clear upon character, and the difference between
nature and grace; and this discernment of character is very impor-tant, and we want always to observe to whom the language of Scrip,ture is addressed. When J osiah spied the sepulchre that was on the
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mount of Bethel, he saw some writin 9 over it, and he asked, "What
title is that I see?" and they told him It was the sepulchre of the man
of God. So we say, not concerning the dead, but the living, "What
title is that I see ~ " And if the one bears the title of a "man of
God," then do we see how appropriate is the language. So in the
passage before us.
"Oh," says free-will, "it preaches universal redemption! It says,
• Ho, everyone.'" Ah! free-will puts a stop where the Holy Ghost
does not. It says, "Ho, everyone"; but the inspired penman says,
"Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come." Here is the title of the one
addressed-one that" thirsteth," and one that has "no money."
This is further evidenced by the context. God is assuring His
iPeople that" no weapon that is formed against them shall prosper"that He will silence "every tongue that rises up in judgment against
them." "This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord j and their
righteousness is of Me, saith the Lord." And then, going on to
address His" heritage," He says to them, " Ho, everyone that thirsteth,
-come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money j come ye, buy, and
€at; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price."
Here are characteristics which set forth the person and condition of
every child of God-poverty and neecl. "I am poor and needy, yet the
Lord thinketh upon me." Oh, yes, and this they feel more and more
as years roll on-the utter emptiness of the creature. No dependence
-can be placed in an arm of flesh whatever. They feel they are nothing,
and can do nothing, of themselves, and if anything is done through
their instrumentality, it is all of grace. It is well for us early to learn
the lesson of creature-humiliation, if we would become exalted to the
realization of Gospel blessings.
In the familiar narrative of our Lord with Zacch::eus, there are two
words the Saviour utters of great importance. Zacch::eus ran before
Him, and climbed up a sycamore tree to see Jesus, "for He was to
pass that way." Our Saviour came to the place, paused, looked up,
and said, "Zacch::eus, make haste, and come clown." Oh, that "come
·down"! They are the words we refer to. Of course, what followed
was everything-" To-day I must abide at thy house "; and afterwards,
"Salvation has come unto thy house." BLIt, ere the blessings and
reception of that salvation are given, there must be the "come clown "even a "come down" to the level of sinner and Saviour. And this is
,the lesson our Lord is teaching us all the way home-" come down"no climbing up in creature presumption and strength, and no hiding of
the sinnership in the midst of the thick foliage of unregeneracy. " Ccme
,down! " "The Son of Man came to 'leek and to save that which is
lost." And when He has found that one, and even given him salvation,
such is the tendency of the human heart that, as we have said, throughout the pilgrimage He is teaching us the lesson, "CJme down! Be
Jlothing." Christ must be to every saved soul the "A II and in all."
Now, this is what we mean by the Lord's" picking out and picking
up." He killeth to make alive; He brings low to bring high. Humiliation, as with Himself, must precede exaltation. No Christian will be
permitted to stalk into heaven in creature pride. It must be all
taken out of him. Oh, we should never quarrel with the discipline.
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however severe and sharp, that empties the vessel of self to fill it
with Christ!
And then, further, thinking of the felt need and poverty of every
Spirit-led and taught soul, I have been struck with the Prayer-Book
version of those verses in the twelfth Psalm-" Now for the comfortless troubles' sake of the needy, and because of the deep sighing of the
poor, I w.ill up, saith the Lord, and will help everyone from him that
swelleth against him, and will set him at rest."
Do' mark the graciousness of these words. It tells us first of "C01n{m'tless trmtbles "-a remarlmble expression. I take it that there are troubles
peculiar to God's children in which no human creature can give comfort. And then, again, there are positions they are brought into which
not merely cause them much sighing, but deep sighing-chasms and
depths out of which the Lord only can deliver, See what God the
Lord Jehovah says under such circumstances-" I will up." Ah! when
the Lord says, "I will up," I pity the man that is fighting with Him,
and fighting against His blood-bought people.
And then, nothing can be more precious than the close of the conflict, as promised by the Lord concerning His own-" I will set h'im at
rest." Surely, laying hold by faith of the assurances of our covcnant
God, we have nothing to fear.
Well, then, we see how character is addressed in the Scriptures.
Indeed, it may be noted that all the Epistles of the New Testament are
addressed to character, and not in a hap-hazard way, to anybody and
everybody. For instance, Paul's Epistle to the Romans-" To all that
be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints." Again, to the
Corinthians-" Unto the Ohurch of God which is at.Oorinth, with aB
the saints which are in all Achaia." To the Galatians-" To all the
brethren." To the Ephesians-" To the saints which are at Epheslls."
To the Philippians-" To the saints in Ohrist Jesus." To the Oolossians
-" To the faithful brethren in Christ which are at Oolosse." To the
Thessalonians-" To the brethren beloved." To Timothy-" My own
son in the faith," and the same to Titus, To Philemon-his "dearlybeloved and fellow-labourer." To the Hebrews-" To the holy brethren,
partakers of the heavenly calling."
As with Paul in his Epistles,
so with the others. J ames writes "to the twelve tribes which are
scattered abroad." Peter," to the elect according to the foreknowledge
of God," and "to them that have obtained like precious faith"; while
the beloved John writes to those that" have fellowship, with him,
with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Ohrist" ; while the Apocalypse
is written by John, in the isle of Patmos," to the seven Ohurches
which are in Asia."
Surely, then, we have proved our point-that the Scriptures are
addressed to character; and, if we would understand the teaching
thereof, this must ever be considered. It is to character the Gospel
invitation is sent. The world wants not Ohrist. Its cry is, "Away
with Him! Away with Him! "The self-1'ighteous want not Ohrist.
They are puffed np with the money of supposed sufficiency in themselves. It is the needy, who feel they have nothing and can do nothing,
that cast themselves on His bounty. It is the thirsty that need the
water of eternal life from the living Rock, Ohrist. It is the "weary
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and heavy-laden" that feel the preciousness of the assurance, "Cast
thy burden upon the Lord, and He will sustain thee."
But to refer again to our illustration, we may notice that the cases
selected were the needy. We did not go to the well-to-do, but to the
needy. And is it not so spiritually 1 Christ said, "I came not to
call the righteous, but sinners. The whole need not a physician, but
they that are sick."
To my mind, no more touching case can be given to our point than
that of the woman of Canaan, who cried to Jesus, saying, "Have
mercy on me, 0 Lord, Thou Son of David: my daughter is grievously
vexed with a deviL" But" He answered her not a word." Misunderstanding His silence, the disciples were for senLling her away. What!
our Lord send a poor, seeking, crying soul away 1 Never! His silence
was but to put her to the test, and bring Himself glory. "I am not
sent but unto the lost sheep of Israel "; and here is one. " Then
she worshipped Him, saying, Lord, help me ! " Still putting her to the
test, He answered and said, "It is not meet to take the children's
bread, and to cast it to dogs." How touching and heart-melting her
reply-" Tmth, Lord; yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from
their masters' table." It is enough. She gains the blessing. Her
daughter was made whole, and she proved herself one of the lost
sheep found-one of the children who received, "without money and
without price," "the children's bread."
But again to our illustration, and we remark, the invitation was sent
to the living. They may have been, and were, in very low circumstances, but they were alive. There was a dead child in one of the
cottages, but the message was of no use to such. We might have
-called in that child's ears "Oome" till doomsday, and it would ne-fer
llave done so. So is it with regard to spiritual things. ,W-here must
oe the quickening of the Holy Spirit, or the dead soul' 'will never
come for Gospel provision. No life, there can be no appetite, and no
felt need for food. Scripture teaching is plain enough upon this
point.
And it is a very important matter, for much of the teaching of
the day tries to make out that spiritual life is but the projection,
extension, or development of natural life-that it is the cultivation of
human nature till it becomes moulded into piety. No such thing.
Natural life and spiritual are perfectly distinct.
The Christian possesses, because he has had given him, a vital
essence that is of God-in other words, he has imparted "the life
.()jf God in the souL" This takes spiritual life out of the range of the
(;arnal, and makes him a new creation in Christ Jesus. "Know ye
not your own selves that Jesus Christ is in you 1" "At that day ye
shall know," said our blessed Lord Himself (that is, the day of grace,
the day of eternal life), "that I am in the Father, and ye in Mc, and
I in you." "I am the Vine; ye are the branches." And, as the
Apostle Paul puts it, "I am crucified with Christ; nevertheless I live;
yet Dot I, but Christ liveth in me."
And then our mercy is that, while this life is so distinct from the
earnal and natural, and is of God, yet it is not visionary, but real.
It is a life lived out down here on earth, with all its surroundings
T
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It is a life not outside, but within-" Christ within, the hope of
glory."
Do we possess this new and spiritual life ~ Surely we cannot be
deceived-we must know. The evidences are abundant, conclusive,
and comforting. "Behold, he prayeth!" Behold, he panteth afterspiritual things. Behold, he poreth over the precious Word of truth..
He cares no longer for the world and worldly society. He loves
the house of God and the house of prayer, and seeks companionship with Jesus and His humble followers. Thus he proves he has.
eternal life.
All the Lord's comers, then, beloved, are living ones. Because they
live, they come, and are ever seeking Christ. They are alive, and!
need Him more than their necessary food.
Here is abounding consolation and comfort in this. Brother or
sister, you may be in very low circumstances, but are you hungering
and thirsting for eternal things ~ Most undoubtedly, then, you Itre
alive, and have a life that, however it may appear feeble and crushed,
can never be destroyed, for it is eternal life. "The water that I give
you," said Ohrist) "shall be in you a well of water, springing up into>
everlasting life."
Just another thought, dear reader, upon this all-important matter.
There is a test or proof of life divine which has just personally comforted the writer, and, in mentioning it, we are sure the Lord's dear
dependent ones will understand us, if no one else does. I shall put
it in the way in which it came upon me. It is this-that, in my felt
weakness, if I get a halfpenny-worth of strength, I want to ~tse it in connection with the cause of Christ. Indeed, this is my uppermost desireto live for His glory-to spend and be spent for Ohrist. Does not
this, beloved, show love, endearment, and relationship ~ Surely it.
does. People say, "Why not go into society, and amusements that
will make you less thoughtful and more light-hearted 7" I reply, Just,
because I have no taste for such. Pnt me into the society of the gay
and giddy, to join them in their so-called pleasures and amnsements,
and I am a miserable man. Put me into the midst of a prayer-meeting, or lead me to where the truth is preached in its fulness, and
Christ glorified, and I realize a peace of mind "which passeth understanding." No; where there is the appetite for spiritual things, the
world has no charms and its ways no attraction to the heaven-born
and heaven-bound soul.
And oh, how one does desire to be absorbed in Christ-to drink
more deeply of "things that accompany salvation "-to live moreloosely to the ever-fading things of time, and to learn more deeply the
Apostle's lesson, "I live, yet not I : Ohrist liveth in me."
Reader, is not this our united desire 7 Do not our prayers and
petitions go out after Ohrist 1 Oan we trust ourselves for a moment l'
Do we not want to feel more than ever living out of self, and in
Him 7 It cannot be long before we live with Him. May He grant us.
grace so to live that, at any moment when He should say, "Come ~tp
higher I" the response will be, "Yes, Lord, this I have been waiting
and watching for. This is but the fulfilment of my expectation."
Again, can uas taken that the provision given to the applicants should
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not be thin stuff, but palatable and nourishing. Indeed, it was pronounced
by many to be "very good." Alas! this cannot be said of much of
the spiritual food tendered to hungry souls in the present day. It is
very often poor, thin stuff indeed. Oh, what sinkings of heart we
endure when, craving for Gospel provision, we have nothing set before
us but the creature doings and self-sufficiency! But, when we get.
upon a mountain of Zion, and enjoy the sweet breezes of the Holy
Spirit, and are led by a faithful ministry into green pastures, and tolie down beside the streams of covenant love and grace, how different
it is with us! But it is seldom we get it. That, as we have said"
which is so often tendered is poor stuff.
The same may be said of the press, as well as the pulpit, even where'
our Institute and reading-room tables are laden with religious periodicals-.
Alas! how thin and trashy is the matter! Personally I look in
vain for something worth reading; but all the writers, with but few
exceptions, seem carried away by the spirit of the age. All must be
dressed up in the novel dyle, and the engravings, to be tempting,
must be flesh-pleasing. Can we ,":onder at our young people growing
up thoughtless and gay, when there is so much to foster and feed the
natural frivolity and vanity of their natures ~ We need a shaking from
this state of things, and, sooner or later, I believe we shall have it.
Our Bibles tell us this clearly enough.
Again, we noticed that each applicant, as he or she came across the
crisp snow, carried an empty vessel,' and care was evident that it should
be empty. They did not think of leaving in the vessel potato parings,
fit for swine's food. No; the vessels were empty. The poor prodigal
son, when the Holy Spirit brought him into a better mind to seek
his father's home, did not stay to gather some of the husks that
fell from the swine's trough to carry to his father. No; he went just
as he was-empty-handed, with" no money" and no present. Oh,
how many think, if they are to go to Christ, they must not go
empty-handed; and so they pick up the swine's food of creaturedoings and free-will, or supposed righteousness. But the Lord will
away with all such rubbish. If He means to bestow a blessing, He
will bring the poor sinner to that state of mind as described in the
well-known words-

" Just as I am, without one plea,
But that Thy blood was shed for me,
o Lamb of God, I come!"
Sometimes the Lord brings us down by sharp discipline-some
afflictive providence or bodily suffering. In a recent sharp ordeal, I
felt this to be specially the case. No doubt there was a needs-be for it,
hence the discipline.
But this has been a great comfort to me in
connection with that providence, namely, that, while "He brought.
down my strength in my journey," an after-passage in that same
Psalm was my joy, for it is said concerning His people, "Their seed:
shall stand fast in Thy sight." Oh, then we need not fear the
discipline that brings us bouily to nought, if in the presence of God
we "stand fast," "accepted in the Beloved." Nothing can touch the
completion of the Christian in Christ. H Ye are complete in Him."
T 2
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But the foregoing reminds us of 'another thing noticed, namely,
that, with all that we had put forth, yet even then some did bl'ing
their penny in theij' hands, and they seemed astonished that there was
"nothing to pay." Ah! beloved, the plan of salvation is astonishingall done, and "nothing to pay"! J oseph's brethren, when they found
the money returned in their sacks, were astonished indeed. But so it
is with our spiritual J oseph. He wants nothing, but gives all.
But we must refer to a marked difference in the points of action
between God and ourselves. We arranged the boon during the frosty
weather. Many of the people thought it would be continued, and came
after the weather changed; hence they were dis'lppointed. Not so
with our God's supplies. They are constant. He never yet said to the
seeking seed of Jacob, "Seek ye My face in vain." "Ask, and it shall
be given you." He puts no limit to time or place. We draw and draw
again from His fulness, and the Source and Spring is as full as ever.
N one will ever seek blessings from Him in vain. None will ever come
from Him "empty away."
But once more to our illustration. When our dear visitors went
round, the spirit of thankfulness was manifest. "Oh, it made such a
nice meal for us!" said one. " Oh, it did help on my little ones! "
said another; while a working man stopped one in the street to express
his thanks for the help by the way. It is so in spiritual things.
When deliverance comes, and when the soul is fed, then is there a
lifting up of joyous expressions towards God. "Bless the Lord, I am
helped, therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth, and with my song will I
praise Him." Indeed, with all our ingratitude and murmuring, I do
think the spirit of thankfnlness is manifest in the child of God, and
flows from the life given. Oh, I am sure, with all the draw-backs,
opposition, and even persecution, by the way, we are thankful that ever
we knew the Lord, and that He put our faces Zionward.
But, dear reader, we must once more draw our monthly" Notes" to
a close; and, in doing so, would say that we trust we have made our
homely illustration subservient to the brin~ing out of Gospel truths.
Reference has been made to the severity ot the past winter, and the
need we felt of promoting a homely soup-kitchen, so that the deserving,
who were thrown out of employment, might have a little help by the
way for themselves and families. We have seen in this that oUt'
purpose was on Gospel lines, for it was addressed to character-to
those who had" no money," and were in need, hungering and thirsting. Ah! beloved, poverty and need is just what every Christian
describes as his or her feelings. He mllst "come down" in the way
of testing and discipline, to receive the benefits and blessings of the
Gospel. Then we have seen how our purpose was not addressed haphazard, but case~ of need were selected; and so the Holy Spirit picks
out and picks up the election of grace from a needy, fallen world.
Further, we have noted that the invitation was sent to the living;
and all the Lord's corners are living ones. And then, to our illustration,
we noted how care was taken that the provision given to the applicants should be wholesome and palatable. Would that we spiritually
had tendered to us such food; but, alas! it is otherwiso. Then we
saw how each corner carried an empty vessel; and then that, after all

The Gospel M.

t1i1t~.

2~

that had been said, yet some did brin~ monoy in their hands, scarcely
believing it possible they were to recelVO 11 without money and without
price." Then we drew a contrast between our poor benefit and Christ's
bounty-ours only for a time j His for otormty-while, as with the
recipients of a litde temporary help, so with the rocipients of spiritual
blessings-the spirit of thankfulness prevails.
Just one thought more. We have in the foregoing dwelt upon
human sympathy for human suffering. We ma.v mention that a clergyman, in the course of conversation, has just told mo a touching incident, witnessed by himself, a few weeks back. lIo has been engaged
in a large parish in the East End of London, where for some time
past a soup-kitchen for the deserving poor has been established. On
a bitterly cold day, a little fellow appeared at the doors, carrying in
his arms his young sister. Noble boy! He had taken off his cap to
wrap round the cold feet of his little charge, whom he bore tenderly>
and with great affection. On his application to the clergyman for soup
(and his pinched countenance told what a boon its reception would be).
the clergyman, in order to put him to the test, said, " Well, my boy>
you have come late. The soup is well-nigh served out. But I have
one ticket left. To which shall I give it-to you or your sister 1"
\Vithout a moment's hesitation the noble little fellow said, "Give it to
sisoy."
The clergyman, however, obtained two tickets, and both were'
supplied j but how touching was that exhibition of sympathy-" Give it
to sissy"! The going without it himself would have been a trial
indeed, for he was pinched with cold and hunger j but it was the
object of his love he thought of more than himself. Surely this is
like the Master, who bore unhesitatingly unsurpassed suffering, and
even death, because of His love to His own-Himself a Sacrifice for
sin in their stead. We may learn lessons from the annals of the
struggling, yet deserving poor.
I close our illustration with those familiar and sweet words" Oh, Saviour, I have nought to plead,
ln earth beneath or heaven above,
But just my own exceedmg need,
, And Thy exceeding love.
"He that hath no money, come."
Burton-on-Trent.

" The need will soon be past and gone;
Exceeding great, but quickly o'er;
The love unbought is all Thine own.
And lasts for evermore."

G. C.

[In the foregoing article, our dear friend and brother has turned to
admirable account the lessons suggested by his opening a smtp kitchen,
during the late inclement weather. In support of what he has said.
in regard to the varied teaching and instruction connected therewith,
we may state that, during the eighteen seasons the St. Luke's Soup
Kitchen has been in operation, we personally have realized in a very
marked way what words would utterly fail to express. The time:
passed in that institution, and the scenes witnessed, have led to the
frequent remark that, but for that mode of meeting the wants of the
people, we could not have remained in the parish. We never kne\v
one among the many visitors to express themselves otherwise than
greatly gratified.-En.]
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'Il lt j1trs.

"GOD IS FAITHFUL."
, God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of His Son
Jesus Christ our Lord."-l CORINTHIANS i. 9.
(Oonduded from page 213.)

we must pass on to notice1I. The Gracious Reminder-" By whom ye were called." There
ris but little heard, in these days of great profession of religion, of
!the calling of the saints. Here the Apostle reminds the Corinthian
'Church that it was by God they were called. How the proud heart of
man rebels against the truth that salvation is all of grace! Yet so it
is. As the choice and setting apart of the family of God was His
,own work, as their names were put into the Lamb's book of life from
all eternity, irrespective of either merit or demerit on their part, so it
is God's work alone to call them to the knowledge of Himself, and make
known the mystery of His will concerning them.
The Apostle Paul was ever decided upon this point. In language too
plain to be mistaken, he proclaims throughout his ministry, "Salvation
is of the Lord"; and, in every matter connected therewith, he showed
that God must be first. Does he speak of his own individual case ~
He says, "It pleased God . . . to call me by His grace" (Gal. i. 15).
In writing his Epistle to Timothy, the same truth stands prominently
before us-" God . . . hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling,
not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and
grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began"
(2 Tim. i. 9); while he tells the Church at Thessalonica they were
called by God to salvation, through the preaching of the Gospel
(2 Thess. ii. 14).
Dear reader, what knowest thou of this calling of God ~ It is well
to examine the ground of our hopes, for, according to the argument of
the Apostle Peter, if we cannot trace our calling of God, we know not
our election of Rim. He says, "Give diligence to make your calling
and election sl1re" (2 Pet. i. 10)-that is, not as free-willers choose to
interpret the passage-" You can call and elect yourself "-but it is an
exhortation to search diligently for the proofs of our calling, from which,
if apparent, we may trace up to our election, for it is stated in another
portion thus-" Whom He did predestinate, them He also called" (Rom.
viii. 30). It is, therefore, most important to "examine ourselves, whether
we be in the faith"; and in order to do so, we must note well from
what condition God's saints are called.
1. They are called from a state of death-" And you hath He quickened who were dead in trespasses and sins " (Eph. ii. 1). By nature
God's people are not different to others. They are born in sin, and, likf'l
others, are under the power and influence of Satan, fulfilling the desires
of the flesh and mind, until the Holy Ghost bestows upon them, in His
own sovereign way, a new life. As the literal dead can neither see, hear,
nor move, and have no desires whatever, so the spiritually dead see no
beauty in Jesus, hear not the Word of God, cannot move towards Him,
BUT
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.and experience no desire for His company, until called into a state of
,life.
2. They are also said to be in a state of darkness and ignorance
(Eph. iv. 18). Hence, like the blind Pharisee of whom our Lord speaks
in the parable, they boldly assert that they "are not as other men."
They see not their absolutely ruined condition, but fancy they can, by
their own works, make themselves fit to approach a holy God. When
brought into His light, they see themselves utterly lost, find the
Jaw of God reaches to the thoughts and intents of the heart, and
exclaim, "I have seen an end of all perfection, but Thy commandment
is exceeding broad" (Psa. cxix. 96). Then, some of God's people are
called from following "dumb idols," even as they were led. They have
a religion, but not according to revelation. They profess to believe in a
Deity, but not the God of the Bible. Others are called from the indulgence of every fleshly lust (see 1 Pet. iv. 3); and all from a state of
alienation and enmity to Jehovah (Col. i. 21).
Reader, I ask again, have you been thus called of God 1 Without
this divine change not a soul can enter heaven; but if partakers of it,
whether we have to look back upon our former life as a state of
profligacy and profanity, or mere profession of religion, we shall rejoice
in the truth, " By whom ye were called." We shall confess with adoring
gratitude, "By the grace of God I am what I am," and sing with the
poet"Grace first inscribed my name
In .God's eternal book;
'Twas grace that gave me to the Lamb,
Who all my sorrows took.
" Grace taught my soul to pray,
And pardoning love to know;
'Twas grace that kept me to this day,
And will not let me go."

Blessed. indeed are those favoured souls who can say in truth, "One
thing I know: that whereas I was blind, now I see." "I was blind to
my own wretched state, blind to God's way of salvation, blind to
the beauty of Jesus, blind to everything connected with heavenly
realities. But now I see. The Lord has opened my eyes, and called me
from the power of Satan unto God."
Beloved, a few words more, and we close. Look atIll. [[he Sweet Relationship spoken of by the Apostle-" Ye were
called unto the fellowship of His Son Jesus Christ our Lord."
« Fellowship! " This indicates partnership with Jesus, oneness of interest,
familiar intercourse, close communion! See! God's saints are called
by Him from being the bond-slaves of Satan to be the bosom CiJ111panions of His dear Son! Oh, how seldom do we realize our high
dignity! How lightly do we esteem this privilege! How small we count
the h0nour! Men think much, very much, of being presented at Court,
just being permitted to enter for a few moments into the royal apartment, and to bend the knee before their sovereign. A smile, a look,
a word, from an earthly monarch is accounted one of the greatest
honours which can be bestowed upon mortal. But to be really allied.
.to !loyalty, this transcends all.
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Oh, then, ye feeble followers of Jesus, just think of this-ye are
called to pm'tneTship with Him! Will you shrink back and cry, "I am.
so unworthy, so vile, so contemptible, so poor" 1 It may be so-nay,
it is so-but here is the gracious truth-" He raiseth up the pOOl' out of
the dust, and lifteth up the beggm' from the dung-hill, to set them among
princes, and to make them inheTit the throne of glory" (1 Sam, ii. 8),
"The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit that we are the
children of God; and if children, then heiTs; heiTs of God, uncl joint-lwin;

with CMist."
Then, all that is Christ's is ours. His fulness will meet our every
need while here below, and His glory will be ours up yonder, "If so
be that we suffeT with Him, that we may be also gloTified togethm'," as
it is written-" To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with life in
My tMone" (Rev. iii. 21).
But what marvellous consolation does the sweet truth give for this
time-state! The position God's people are permitted to enjuy is to
" lean" all their cares upon J eSllS, to tell Him all their sorrows, and to
be supported under them by His strong arm; to make known all their
perplexities, and find in Him a "wonderful Counsellor"; to unbosom
all their difficulties and trials, and know Him as a gracious Sympathizer;
to cast every burden upon Him, to leave every case in His hands-yea,
to hold the most familiar intercourse with Him, and tell Him more than
can be disclosed to any mortal. "Who is this that cometh up out of
the wilderness, leaning upon her Beloved 1" (Solomon's Song viii. 5.)
Oh, how strange that those thus honoured should care to associate
with the great ones of earth! How strange that heaven's nobi;ity
should court the smiles of their Lord's enemies! How strange that they
should seek their aid in difficulty, or desire their company in solitude,
when they have such a Friend, such a Helper, such a Companion as
Jesus! Yet, alas! in this sad day, they do. "The holy seed haYll
mingled themselves with the people," and too often "join in affinity"
with the people of the world, and thus find themselves drawn into those
things which are beneath the dignity of those "called ~o the fellowship.
of God's Son"; and, indeed, by actions, if not by words, they are left to
dishonour their Master, and pel'haps absolutely to deny their knowledge
of Him. The separation of God's elect from the rest of mankind before
time was, is a truth which has ever been hated and despised; and as this
doctrine has been gradually hidden up and kept in the background by
many who profess to believe it, a corresponding laxity in practical separation from an ungodly world has been developed in the Chun;h, aml
noy. the question put to Jehoshaphat, after seeking to make friend8 with
Ahab, might well be asked-" Shouldest thou help the ungodly, and love
them that hate the Lord 1 " (2 Chron. xix. 2.) Oh, beloved, surely wo
grieve our precious Lord Jesus by these unholy alliances! Well may we
sigh" Nor let me choose my friends from those
Who are my kind Redeemer's foes."

"Let us search and try our ways, and turn again to the Lord. Let
us lift up our heart with our hands unto God in the heavens" (Lam.
Hi. 40, 41).
Fellowship with Jesus! Oh, may the Eternal Spirit kindle such
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longings and desires for His companionship and company that we may
cry from the depths of a heart melted with His love, "Intreat me not
to leave Thee, or to return from following after Thee: for whither ThoU!
goest, I would go; and where Thou lodgest, I would lodge; Thy people
shall be my people, and Thy God my God."
But remember, beloved, we must" follow the Lamb whithersoever He
goeth." It is "fellowship" with Him in suffering, humiliation, and
rejection. His was a path of sorrow, temptation, and trial; so will ours
be, if we are one with Him. He was hated and despised, falsely accused
and judged, by a religious world, and we can expect no better treatment,
if we bear the mark of His name. But, like Him, we shall often long
to be alone, that we may hold conver"e with His Father and ours, and
be refreshed for further conflict.
Here we must bear the burden, yet are permitted to "roll" it upon
Him who condescends to bear the greatest part for us; and by-and-bye
we shall sit down with Him in His kingdom. Oh, hallowed fellowship ~
Blissful union!
" Boast not, ye sons of earth,
N or look with scornful eyes;'
Above your highest mirth
Our saddost hours we priz1 :
For, though our cup seems filled with gall,
There's something secret sweetens all."
And that "something secret" is the felt presence of the Man, J ehovah's
Fellow, who is "not ashamed to call us brethren."
Beloved" Such Jesus is, and such His grace;
Oh, may He shine on you!
And tell Him, when you see His face,
I long to see Him too."
The Lord bless His own truth, for Jesus' sake. Amen.

K. B.
DEW-DROPS.
"But the God of all grace, ~cho hath called us unto His eternal glur,!!
by Clwist Jesus, after that ye have stiffered a while, malce you perfect, stabl'ish~
strengthen, settle you.
To Him be glory and dominion for ever and evei'.
Arnen."-l PETER v. 10, 11.
DIFFERENT language this to Peter's at the. beginning of his career ~
Peter is nearing the end of his journey, and has proved much of the
love, faithfulness, and forbearance of his God and Saviour. The" afterward" and" needs-be" are yielding their "peaceable fruits," and l:'eterhas learnt the "exceeding sinfulness of sin," and the exceeding grace
and mercy of his Saviour. But we cannot cast a stone at him. We
can only abase ourselves, sinners worse by far than he, whilst we learn
many wonderful lpssons from his life. Oh, it is a wonderful lit'e, portrayed in Scripture to show forth the richest mercy of our covenant.
God, which shines forth gilded by the beams of heavenly love and
grace! And when we think that every step and act of Peter was known
and ordained from eternity, and th~t each one brought him nearer the.
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.-saving power of his crucified Lord, we see a wonderful chain of provi,dence ordering and shaping the places his feet should tread along the
pathway which covenant love had planned for him.
His names are significant, for, whilst there seem to have been several
named" Simon," special notice is taken of the one now under consideration. The change of name from "Simon," that hears or obeys, to
." Peter," a rock, may have its beautiful lessons. Simon might hear and
()bey his divine Master, but he must need have all his props shaken
from under him, before he knows the blessed reality of being built
upon Christ, the Rock of his salvation.
In the account given of Jesus walking upon the sea, we find Peter,
,according to his wish, called to walk to Jesus upon the water. Poor
Peter, ever ready to go to his Lord, is forgetful of the frailty of the
.flesh. What is the result ~ "But when he saw the wind boisterous,
he was afraid [no wonder, if his eyes looked off from his Lord to tbe
lloisterous waves] ; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save
me! And immediately Jesus stretched forth His hand, and caught him,
,and said unto him, 0 thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt 1"
We, too, know our sinking-times, and what it is to cry, "Lord, save
me !" as also His faithfulness.
" Just at the last distressing hour,
Our Jesus shows delivering power."

But a contrast presents itself to this scene of Peter's anxiety to go
to his Master.
The God-Man has been telling His chosen few of the
,sufferings which are to come upon Himself, in remembrance of which
He that night instituted the Last Supper.
We find poor Peter the
;first to speak-" Though all men be offended because of Thee, yet will
J never be offended"; when that wondrous reply of the Great Searcher of
hearts was given-Cl Verily I say unto thee that this night, before the
,cock crow, thou shalt deny Me thrice," to which Peter repeats his
assertion.
And now to the contrast we have spoken of, when, a little later,
<that precious Saviour is betra.yed into the hands of sinners, and led
away to Caiaphas. Do we find Peter calling to bid him come to Him
over the waters 1 Do we see him attempt it, in spite of the waves
<between them 1 Oh, no! Poor Peter, with a heavy heart and a consciencestricken spirit-sad, doubtless, through the remembrance of his rash
words but a short time previously, and of his Master's all-searching
.reply-" Pete?' followed Him afar off." What! Peter not with his Lord,
even if every other had denied Him 1 Where is he, then-this disciple
-this privileged son who had been permitted to enjoy many seasons
of special and secret love and joy with his Divine Teacher 7 Is he
not up nearest his Lord, to fulfil his word, "Though all men deny Thee,
yet will not I"? Peter followed Him afar off unto the high priest's palace,
and went in, and sat with the servants to see the end. And then, as
though that were not enough, "sitting without in the palace," far away
from his Lord and the crowd of enemies that thronged Him, he denies
Him three times with cursing and swearing, "and immediately the cock
.crew." Then, oh, what then ~ Right down from amongst the many, to
where he sat amongst the servants in the outer court, "the Lord turned
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:and looked upon Peter," and" Peter went out and wept bitterly." Oh,
that look-that divine eye, which saw all from the beginning of timewhich saw all poor Peter's heart, and with one look rent it, as it were,
in two! How full of love it was all the while! No bitter, angry reproaches heaped upon him, as he then felt he deserved. Only a look,
but quite sufficient-yea, much more melting than many words could
have been. Only a look!
We know something of that, beloved, and afterwards are able to
bless Him for it. It was no look of anger nor reproach-only a look
of remembrance, to show his frailty and his Saviour's love. He loved
,him none the less for it, for He had loved him eternally. And, to show
His care of the poor weak one, to comfort his heart and strengthen his
weak faith, Peter is specially mentioned after His resurrection. He who
,melted him with a look, and saw Peter ., go out and weep bitterly,"
knew he had also a broken spirit, for the word is sent forth, " But go
your wa.y: tell His disciples and Peter that He goeth before you into
Galilee." He sent His word to heal that broken spirit, for Peter
would have had no comfort unless his name had been singled out
.amongst the others, after so much sin.
Thus we see him in some of the varied circumstances of his life,sometimes in the privileged position of sitting down with Jesus (Luke
xxii. 14), and now being prayed for by his Saviour (Luke xxii. 31);
then, again, sleeping when he should have watched with his Lord
,during the last hours of His life below. Then we find some of his
gushing and overflowing love, so characteristic of him, when, if all others
,denied, yet would not he, his Saviour, and his directly after following
his Lord afar off, and then denying Him thrice.
But he gives us a sweet testimony afterwards, when his Father's
loving care concerning His disciplined son had "yielded the peaceable
fruits of righteousness "-" But the God of all grace, who hath called us
unto His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while,
make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. To Him be glory
,and dominion for ever and ever. Amen." Called unto eternal glory
by the God of all grace, to be a partaker of all He has to reveal to
His heaven-born children, after they have suffered a while the necessary
teaching and training below, until that time come when they are brought
to the fulness ltnd perfection in Christ, he who has learned by painful
and humbling experience the need of his Lord's support and keeping
from utter failure, prays for his fellow-saints, and cheers them with the
confident hope that" He who hath begun the good work in them will finish
"The God of all grace make you
unto the day of Jesus Christ."
perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you." Such are the blessings made
unto them in virtue of their union with Him in whom are all the
perfections of Saviour and God.
Make you perfect in Him-complete the work His goodness has begun,
and bring you to the light of perfect day, and the knowledge of your
!perfect standing in Christ your Head be consummated in eternal glory,
when you will know even as now you are known, because" that which is
perfect is come." Peter knew of no other perfection than that which he
found in his Lord, "and such knowledge," he prays, "may all His saints
have also."
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Stablish. Oh, what need in the present day to he established in the
faith, rooted and built up in Him, when everything is being done to
shake, if it were possible, the very foundations of our faith! So Peter,
remembering the oft-repeated failures of his own treacherous, wandering
heart, prays that we may be stablished and strengthened.
Strengthen. Confident of our own weakness and constant errings, we
need the Lord's strengthening power to support and uphold. How
often do His weak ones need that all-sufficient strength! How often do
the weak hands, the feeble knees, broken-hearted, and the sick, nead
the strengthening power from on high! And when their religion is
tested, how sweet the settling influence of the Gospel!
.Settle you. One sickens at the sight now of those who are "carried
a'~lUt by every wind of doctrine."
Some new and fresh attraction
must be had to bring a so-called revival. But how different is Peter's
teaching! It is rather too solid for these revivalists and noisy professors
of religion.
Settled in a firm faith on One "mighty to save," 3trengthened and
stablished also in Him, ascribe Him all the glory of your salvation,
for He alone is worthy, aIlll to Him be dominion for ever and ever.
~~!

R
THE DEEP·SEA FISHERMEN.

TIlE following extract is from the Toilers of the Deep for March. It is
a part of a letter written by a skipper, or captain, of one of the trawlers,
and at once shows the destructive character of the notorious copers, or
floating drinking-hells, which the Director and those connected with the
Deep-Sea Mission are so anxious to supersede by means of the'Mission
ships. At a time when the jubilee of Her Most Gracious Majesty our
beloved Queen is so all-engrossing a subject, we cannot conceive of a
better or a more permanent or, effectual way of marking such era than
that of forwarding the interests of this admirable So~iety. Considering,
as it behoves us to do, how much we are,indebted to the poor men
who forego their own personal comfort, and hazard --and often sacrifice.
-their lives, in seeking to obtain that which is intencll"d to feed and
nourish our poor mortal bodies, the very least we can do is to try,
in return, to minister to their profit and well-being.
Here is the extract before referred to : And now, dear sir, while I am sitting comfortably by the 6re, I think of
the fleets which as yet have no Mifsion vessel, and I know many Christian
fishermen who are earnestly praying for this blessing to be sent to them.
At present their only Mission ship is the one you have properly called" the
devil's mission ship "--1 mean the foreign coper; and in those fleets the copers.
have terrible power over my brother fishermen, for once on board for tobacco,
they are in the hands of the enemy; and if only the kind friends of your
Mission could see but one of the malJY sad sights I have myself witnessed
aboard the coper, they would try and bestir those around them, whom God
has blessed with full barns, to send out to those fleets as quickly as. possible
the glad tidings, "peace on earth, and good-will towards men."
One case comes fresh to my mind. Five men went to the copeI' togetherthree for tobacco and two for a dram-and before they had been long aboard,
one of the fishermen was stabbed in three places. In houses ashore where
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men go for the drink, if they get too much, some policemen will take care
of them; but where these horrid copers are trading amongst our fishermen,
when once a man has tasted their cursed aniseed brandy, he has only to
take three strides, and he is in the raging sea, and lost for ever.
When I think of many men I have known who have departed this life
owing to going on board of the coper, and then have to appear before the
bar of God, I do earnestly pray that God will bless the Mission to DeepSea Fishermen, and all the helpers in .it, and prosper the work to the
saving of the souls of the smacksmen, and to the healing of their bodies
too.
T remember once, in a fleet where they had no Mission ship, ten men were
drinking and gambling all day on the coper. One of the skippers, who had
lost all his money, got two of his men to pull him off to our vessel, after
our crew had gone to sleep. He was like a raving maniac, and stood in ~
bow of the boa,t without even a shirt on, waving a large chopper overRIs
head, and shouting, with horrible oaths, ., I'll kill the lot of you for taking
my money!" I WQ3 the only sober man on board; and, as soon as I saw he
was getting close to our vessel, I ran below to rouse the crew, but they were
all fast asleep in their drunken state, and I was afraid to stop long trying
to wake them, lest the boat should ~et alongside of us, for it was a very
calm night. For about half-an-hour I managed with the greatest difficulty to
keep the boat's crew from coming aboard, and then a little breeze sprang up,
and our vessel forged ahead of them. If God had not, in His good providence, sent that little breeze, I feel sure there would have been an awful
tragedy aboard of our smack that night.
The next day, while we were working on deck, the peak halyards broke,
which caused the main boom to fall. Although I moved nimbly away, it
slightly injured my head; but there was one poor fellow alongside of me
whose head was still muddled from his day's drinking, and the boom fell
right on the top of him, breaking three of his ribs, and otherwise hurting him.
We were at that time about 253 miles from 8purn, with the wind blowing
from the westward, and it would have taken us four or five days at the
soonest to reach the Humber, so we shaped our course for Heligoland, and
got him into the hospital in two days, but it was no use, for on the sixth day
he died. A better fisherman never sailed salt·water than that poor fellow, and
no mother ever had a better son when he co'uld be kept away from the coper's
aniseed brandy. His mother had lost her husband and her daughter only
three months before this sad occurrence, and her son had been almost the
main support of that dear mother.
.
Now, if only there had been a Mission ship in that fleet, I don't think I
am far wrong in saying there would have been no coper; if no coper, then
no drink; if no drink, no broken ribs, and no mother weeping :md brokenhearted on shore. Poor thing! She never was like the same woman after; and
to-d"y, though seventy-three years old, she still mourns over the death of
that dear son.
So much for the foreign copel'S ; and the only way to remove them is to get
Mission vessels stationed with all those other fleets which are without any at
present. May God hasten them!
Yours, dear sir,
A FISHERMAN THAT HAS BEEN GREATLY BLESSED BY THE MISSION.

CHRIST left His grave-clothes behind Him in the sepulchre because
He rose to die no more. Death was to have no more dominion over
Him. Lazarus came out with his grave-clothes on, for he was to use
the~ again; but Christ, rising to an immortal life, came out free from
those encumbrances.-Matthew Henry.

"
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MY BIRTHDAY MORNING.

fill my soul with gratitude this
morn;
'Tis nearly four-score years since I was
born;
Lord, Thou hast brought me through
some days of trouble;
I've lived to know the world's an
empty bubble.
LORD,

Since then, alas! how oft I've gone
astray,
And wandered from my God from day
to day!
But still He watched me with His
pitying eyeIn thousand dangers would not let me
die.
My house of clay seems dropping down
apace;
What should I do, were I not saved by
grace?
I find corruptions still remain withinThat, when I would do good, I'm
plagued with sin.
If I am saved by works, in whole or
part,
What can I do with such a wicked
heart,
That will not let me do one thing that's
right,
And often makes me feel as dark as
night?

Ten thdusand times I've mourned
nature's evil;
At other times led captive by
devil;
A sense of guilt has often pressed
sore;
Sometimes I've thought I'd seek
Lord no more.

my
the
me
the

Why did I ever seek the Lord at all 1
Why did I ever at His footstool fall ?
'Twas Jesus sought me, or I'd novel'
gone;
I've nothing of my own to rest upon.
And will He leave me, now I sink in
years,
To be distressed with "ifs" and
doubts and fears 'I
.
No; J esns is the same almighty
FrienJ,
And He will hold me up unto the end.

Although I feel this tottering lump of
clay
Is hastening to the grave-that dreary
. wayYet there my flesh shall only sleep in
rest;
My soul shall fly to spirits of the
blest.
The grave has been perfumed, for
Christ lay there;
What, then, in death can fill us with
despair?
Our very dust He watches with His
eyes;
My soul, rejoice, 'tis but the body dies.
How many years the Lord has been
my Stay!
For nearly four-score years He's lecl
my way;
His mighty arm till now has held me
up,
And, blessed be His name, has filled
my cup.
When I look back upon my former
years,
How many ups and downs, with doubts·
and fears!
The world sometimes beguiled my
foolish heart,
And with the world I thought to share
a part.
From year to year I strove to fill that
space
That all must feel who're destitute of
grace;
I found the vacuum wider, wider still,
And that a thousand worlds could,
never fill.
I often strove to compromise the'
matter;
I thought I'd strive, and get a little
better;
I wanted peace, but yet could plainly
see
'Twas written in theWord-'tis not
in me.
And now, indeed, I've almost run my
race;
I've not one hope but what proceeds
from grace;
I've not one twig to rost 11 hope upon;
My former props and hopes-all, all
are gone.
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But ah! what am I now? A poor
old manThe allotted age to mortah more than
ran'
What's been my lot through this long
train of years?
Ten thousand sorrows and ten thousand fears.
Until I found my way to Calvary's
cross,
•
I mourned and murmured at a little
loss;
When fortune frowned, I seemed to
nurse despair;
I found all wrong, for Jesus was not
there.
Well might I seek so many years in
vain;
The pleasures sought I never could
obtain;
I always felt a something wrong
within;
I was a stranger to my debt of sin.
Sometimes, alas! I've thought I lived
in vain,
But 'tis not so, for I've been "born
again" ;
All glory be to God, I live to tell,
Though born in sin, I was not born
for hell.
For Christ was born to do the work
for me,
And pay my debt upon the accursed
tree;
How great that debt I can't pretend
to tell ;
I am a sinner saved, deserving bell.
Who won't allow the air we breathe is
free?
Exactly so salvation came to me ;
That God who gave me breath maintains the same,
And in the book of life He put my
name.
What could induce the Lord to look on
me?
Why, sure it was to prove salvation
free;
For years I ventured on my strict
behaviour,
And never thought I wanted such a
Saviour.
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But ah! when Moses brought in his·
account,
I stood amazed to see the vast amount ;.
My beggary increased; in sad dismay,.
I told my God I'd not one mite to·
pay.
The saved thief and I can well agree;
When Jesus paid his debt He paid forme'
Our debts were both alike, and I must.
say
That none but Christ Himself could.
ever pay.
My soul, admire the love of God the'
Son,
To pay for God's elect in one round
sumThat was His blood, which was before
agreed;
The whole was paid, and God's elect
are freed.
And was I born to share in joys like·
thisA sinner born, yet born for endles8·
bliss?
Oh, love immense, beyond an angel'8
scan,
All heaven will hear the glories of the.
Lamb!
Of all the crowd that bow at Jesus'
feet,
I'll sing the loudest song of all thesheep;
.
In song of praise I think I ~.excel.,
To Him who s~wed me from ~owest.
hell.

If God should spare my life for one
year more,
Oh, may I live and die at mercy's.
door!
For me to live be Christ, to die be·
gain,
And find I've never sought my God in
vain.
Since God has held me up so many
years,
And often wiped away my anxious.
tears,
Oh, may I now with confidence depend
On Him who all my lifll has been my
Friend!
On this the Lord has brought my soul
to restIf God is true, I am for ever blest;
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He won't revoke His own eternal
deed;
It cannot be that Christ in vain should
bleed.

·While man is dead, he neither sees
nor feels;
Christ can't be known till Christ Himself reveals.

No; blessed Calvary's hill, 'tis there
I see
That Jesus died for such a wretch as
me,
Where justice's own redemption work
was done,
And all the glory due to God the Son.

Now, when I get a glimpse of Jesus'
face,
And feel the tokens of His special
grace,
What want I more 1 I've more than
I can hold;
One smile from Christ is worth a wedge
of gold.

Now, some may say I ought to do my
part;
They would not say so if they had rny
heartA heart deceitful as the broken bow,
But this, proud nature wishes not to
know.
I owe my heart, my soul, my all to
Him
Who has so freely pardoned all my
sin'
If God ~ould sanctify my fallen nature,
Then I could always praise my great
Creator.

But ah! my soul, this lump of sin and
death
Hangs heavy on my soul, and stops
my breath,
That I sometimes can neither praise
nor pray,
And if I try, I know not what to say.
ls this the state of one that's called by
grace 1
Call in St. Paul-let him decide the
case;

But yet, my poor, ungrateful, wicked
heart
Is prone from such endearments to
depart;
Oh, wretched, wretched nature's dread·
ful fall !
In my redemption, Jesus must do all.
Ah! many years ago, I thought I
could
Do many things, most excellently
good;
But now, alas! I can do nothing
well ;
My nature's filth is but the dregs of
hell.
If Christ withdraw from me, or move
away,
Oh, then, I'm sure meantime to go
astray!
And then He draws me to Himself
again,
Then how I hate the hateful monster,
sin!
D. HERBERT.

MR. SPURGEON AND THE PRESENT TIMES.
IN an admirable sermon, preached at the Metropolitan Tabernacle, on
Sunday morning, February 27th, 1887, entitled, "Earthquakes, b~~t not
HeaTtquakes," Mr. SPURGEON said:I am often sadly tossed about because of the heresies and false doctrines
Qf this age. It grieves me to the heart to see the want of spirituality among
ministers, and of holiness among professing Christians. At times it looks as
if all things were going wrong. The. men to whom one looked as pillars,
forsake the faith. and the staunchest give way for the sake of peace. We are
apt to cry, "What will become of us1" But if "God is our refuge and
strength," we need not be afraid t even amid general apostasy.
I remember, years ago, meeting with that beloved servant of God, the late
Earl of SHAFTESBURY. He was at Mentone with a dying daughter, and he
happened that day to be very much downcast, as, indeed, I have frequently
seen him, and as, I am sorry to confess, he has frequently seen me. That day
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he was particularly cast down about the general state of society. He thought
that the powers of darkness in this country were having it all their own
way, and that, before long, the worst elements of society would gain power,
and trample out all virtue.
Looking up int() his face, I said to him, " And
is God dead 1 Do you believe that, while He lives, the devil will conquer
Him 1" He smiled, and we walked along by the Mediterranean communing
together in a far more hopeful spirit.
"The Lord liveth, and blessed be
my Rock." As long as "the Lord liveth," our hope lives also. God'/l truth
will yet prevail. We shall live to see the old faith to the front again. The
Ohurch, like Noah's dove, will come back to her rest again, and bring
somewhat with her which shall prophesy eternal peace.

Writing to ourselves, under date April 9th, Mr. SrURGEON says :"The article sent awakens many memories. You stood by me when
I had few friends, and you have never turned from me. We love the
grand old doctrines, and must live and die by them. Our experience
burns the truth into us as with a hot iron."
Our dear friend adds-" May you live long, and may we yet see
brighter days for Gospel truth. 1£ I am the only man left, I trust
I shall be kept firm in 'the faith once delivered unto the saints.'
The I~ord be with thee.-Yours ever heartily, C. H. SrURGEoN."
We thank our dear friend for his kind wishes on our behalf; but,
at our advanced age, we dare not entertain the idea that we shall
" live long."
So far from this, we are constantly reminded-more
especially by a feeling of extreme weariness and prostration-that our
days are numbered. We are intensely anxious, nevertheless, as we
contemplato the present aspect of the times. We believe them to
be momentous to a degree. Well do we remember a remark of the
late lamented Earl of SHAFTESBURY, which was to the effect that,
"unless the Lord mercifully interposed, in the course of some ten or
twelve years, London would get beyond control." But a few months
ago we had a significant proof of the truth of this statement. The
escape from the most destructive and ruinous consequences must be
wholly ascribed to divine goodness and mercy, and to the fulfilment of
that gracious word, "The wrath of man shall praise Thee; the
remainder of wrath shalt Thou restrain." To that most merciful restraint
upon the part of our God we have to ascribe our preservation as
a community, and as individuals, day by day and night after night.
When we think of the diabolical designs of evil-minded men, and
the so' portable means of destruction which they have at command,
the preserving hand of the Most High can Lut be the more marked
and apparent.
In all human probability, Mr. SrURGEO~ will long survive us.
We can only, therefore, ask for him that all needed wisdom, grace,.
and strength may be vouchsafed to him, in order that he may
still be made equal to the tremendous claims of his most responsible
position. Long connected with the press as we have been, we unhesitatingly pronounce Mr.' SrURGEON'S position to exceed, for weight
ami anxiety, not only that of any man living, but of any who ever
have lived. Apart froJ;Il the responsibilities of his immense congregation, his Pastors' College, his Orphan Asylum, and the number of
books he has written, including his seven volumes of comments upon
the Psalms, imagine the ceaseless care and intense solicitude which the
U
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issue of at least three thousand sermons entails. Where was there
ever a parallel case 1 Dr. GILL, Dr. GOODWIN, for example, and others,
have written largely, bilt what comparison will their writings bear
to Mr. SPURGEON'S, in point of extent and vast. circulation?
THE LATE REV. WILLIAM ROMAINE.
THE annexed appeared in the City Press for the 26th ult. : -

To the Edit01' of the City Press.
SIR,-In your Saturday's impression I find the following-" Mr.
SI-IUTTLEWORTH, having touched upon the various paragraphs I wrote on
dancing, says, 'Even if this charge were literally true, what then 1
WILLIAM ROMAINE'S method of preaching was an extraordinary novelty
in its day.''' Well does your correspondent say, "I do not admit
this. There was nothing novel in ROMAINE'S style. He preached the
Gospel simply, but faithfully, in accordance with the truths set forth
in the Thirty.nine Articles."
Permit me to add, in support of this testimony, would to God there
were a few more such preachers in our day as the man of immortal
memory of whom Mr. SHUTTLEWORTH speaks so disparagingly.
In HAWE'S "Life of Romaine," we meet with the following fact.
Where, I would ask, do we find similar fruit, as proof of the virtue
and power of such ministry as I presume Mr. SHUTTLEWORTH would
advocate 1 A gentleman from London, visiting the Peak of Derby, in
his rambles fell upon a cottage, where he accosted a good woman, and
entering into conversation with her, was surprised to find her vastly
intelligent upon the things of God, and happily informed of all the
characteristic doctrines of the Gospel. He inquired if it was preached
in the neighbourhood, and if there were many professors around her.
She said, "Alas! no. I ha,ve not a creature of the same mind to
converse with. I am quite alone. Those I hear and converse with seem
to know nothing of the grace of God in truth." "And pray," said
Mr. S--, "how came you to know it 1" "Why, sir," she replied,
"some time ago there was a famous man down in this part of the
country, called Mr. ROMAINE. He preached some miles off, and many
of the neighbours went to hear him; so I thought I would go too.
Accordingly, away I trudged; and he no sooner begun his discourse,
but it seemed all directed to me. He opened the depravity of my
heart and nature; convinced my conscience of the sinful condition in
which I was living; showed me the wages of death which was due to
me; and the truth of it I felt in my own soul. He then opened the
fulness and glory of Christ; described His sufferings and passion, and
the design of them; displayed the riches of His grace to the miserable
and destitute, and invited them to embrace it and be blessed. Sir,
you cannot think the instantaneous and wOl:).deTful effect it had upon
me. I was convinced of sin-justified by faith-and came home
rejoicing; and from that day to this, have never lost tho sweet savour
of the truths I there embraced. How I should love to hear the
gentleman! Do you know him 1 I think they said he came from
London."
I am, &c.,
St. Luke's Vicarage, Bedminster, Bristol.
D. A. DOUDNEY.
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"A LITTLE TALK WITH JESUS."
THOSE of our readers who are familiar with the publication, Old
Jonathan, will remember that fifty verses, under the above title,
~ppeared in the February number, accompanied by a promise that
those who learned them, and certified the fact, through their minister
or teacher, by the 8th of March, should have a book forwarded in
ifeturn as a reward. It affords us a pleasure and satisfaction which
words fail to express to be able to state that upwards of seven hundred
,children and adults have learned the said verses. Now, when these are
~dded to those who committed to memory the two previous pieces-·
the one consisting of thirty-six verses, the other of sixty-seven-the total
number amounts to. nearly 2,500.
The importance of children thus early learning Bible trutl1S, in the
form of rhyme, can scarcely be over-estimated, 'and that for several
i'easons.
1. It is so much easier to learn in early life, before the mind is diverted
'by other things. A morc striking proof of this can scarcely be given
than the fact that, altbough wo wrote the lines in question, it is q~Lite
·out of OWl' power to remember, mnch less to repeat, a single verse out of the
[whole. We have tried again and again, but utterly failed in the attempt.
2. By this early learning the mind becomes preoccupied. Satan, as
~ tempter and deceiver, has a resistance to contend with where certain
doctrinal trnths have taken possession. This must be clear to any
reflective mind. Contrast the condition of two young people-the
one Scripturally taught, the other in nature's darkness and heathenism;
and at once the marked distinction will be discovered.
3. What is learnt in early days abides. There is abundant proof
{If this in the way that the aged remember and repeat what they
learnt in their youth. How do ninety-nine out of a hundred prompt
themselves, with respect to the days of the month, but by falling back
upon the old verso they learnt in childhood-

"Thirty days hath September,
April, June, and November,"

&c.~

4. Again, although we may fail to recollect what. we read ?r heard,
it may be most recently-perhaps but a few days smce-yet how well
we remember facts and incidents of long-gone-by dates! For example,
how readily we can repeat what we learnt in early life of Dr. WATTS'
.H Hymns for Infant Minds"-" How glorious is our Heavenly King,
Who reigns above the sky!
How, shall a child presume to sing
His dreadful Majesty ~ "

Personally, some three or four years since, we had a striking example
of the early association for which we are now contending. Whilst having
a prescription made up at a chemist's at Southsea, addressing a gentleman who happened to be present, we spoke of the great changes which
had taken place, and said, "I suppose you don't remember so-and-so 1"
in allusion to former times and scenes. " Oh, yes, I do," was his reply.
U 2
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"I was brought up by my uncle, in such a street." "What!" said we,
"are you the little boy who used to stand by his side, and if yOIl
were not very quick, he would give you a gentle tap on the ear 1 '>
"The very same," was the answer. Now, this was after an interval of
nearly fifty years; nor, as far as we remember, had the littlo circumstance recurred to the mind during that lengthened period. A further
proof of the effect of early impressions consists in the fact that
our memory is so· very bad in regard to names. Hence, when the
name and the place were mentioned by the elderly gentleman ill question, and remembered as they were, there was additional proof of the
hold early impressions retain upon the mind.
But, reader, is not this a proof, likewise, that former sins and bygone misdeeds, although they may for years be forgotten, may spring up
anew in remembrance 1 Ah! there is only one thing that will effectually
extinguish or blot them out, and that is, the precious blood which
"cleanseth from all sin," and with respect to which the Lord says, " I
will blot out their sins as a cloud, and their iniquities as a thick cloud."
5. Another motive may well stimulate us with respect to :leeking
to instil into the minds of the young, sound Scriptural truth, and that
is, the recollection of the wide-spread efforts, in the present day, to
instruct the rising generation in Popish doctrine and practices. Both.
Romanists and Ritualists are most strenuous in their endeavours to
accomplish this. A Romish priest challenges the uprooting of what.
has been inculcated up to seven or eight years of age; and the
Ritualists have candidly stated that the young, and not the older or
more advanced, are those they are anxious to secure. Their eye is t()
coming generations.
See the attention and devotedness of these
Ritualists to the young. Mark their winsomeness and plausibility.
6. We have another reason, Ir.oreover, which prompts the desirc\
that the young should commit sound Scriptural truth to memory, the
force of which, we doubt not, will at once be admitted. At the
close of the annual inspection and examination of our large parochial.
schools, some years ago, we introduced the chief inspector-himself a
clergyman-to the industrial department. At that time there were
only boys employed. He at once expressed his approval in the most
hearty way, and said, "Can't you do something for the girls as well 1 "
Our reply was, that we were preparing to do so. Now, at a subsequent
inspection, some two or three years after, we placed in the hands of
the self-same inspector a copy of two books that we had written, anct
which had been printed and !:>ound in the schools. These books were,
Old Jonathan's Talks with his Gmndchild1'en, and The Gospel P1'eachecl to
Babes. "May not these be adopted," we asked, "as reading-books 1"
Placing his finger on the word "Gospel," he at once said, " Th'is would
be fatal to it." We felt, we may say, more than disgusted-wo were
appalled-as we contemplated the fact that, in a Protestant sohool, itl
Bible-loving, so-called Christian England, such an objection should be
officially raised. vYe were at once reminded of what wo had read in
regard to a visit to a school in America. The visitor hllppened to
make some remark, or to ask a 'question, in l'egm'd to the Most
High, when the head teacher at once stopped him, stating that such
questions or remarks were not allowed. Vve contend, what can be
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more sad.-what more God-dishonouring-than this wretched compromise
-this miserable expediency-yea, this sacrifice of Bible privileges and
Scriptural freedom 1 Oan there, we ask, can there be a stronger or a
greater proof of the necessity for inculcating ill the minds of the
young the wholesome truths of the ·Word of the living God, as a
set-off against these Popish anti-Scriptural uevices, than the facts we
have stated ~ Moreover, can there be, at the same time, a more
powerful argument in support of the absolute and indispensable need
of Sunday Schools, in order to counteract such deadly and destructive
lnft uences 1
These combined facts have made us the more intensely anxious that
we should avail ourselves of the opportunity the Lord has condescendingly and graciously afforded us of giving the dear young people the
means of learning Bible truth, the which we trust will stand by them
when we have passed away, and" gone the way of all the earth." The
Lord, of His great mercy, grant it, for a precious Ohrist's sake.
7. We have that encouraging word, "Train up a child in the
way he should go; and when he is old, he will not depart from it."
Now, we have long been wont to think that that "when he is old"
seems to intimate t,he probability of a departure, or falling away for a
season, but that ultimately there would be a return, and a bringing
-effectually to remembrance the earlier teaching and training.
8. Then there is that precious foundation truth-that glorious
boldfast-which has been such a stay to the minds of the Lord's
ministering servants in all ages-" My Word shall not return unto Me
void, but it shall accomplish that which· I please, and it shall prosper
in the thing whereunto I sent it." 'Ve repeat that this is a promise
-a covenant pledge-upon which the Lord's dear servants have fallen
back, and pleaded before Him, as the ground of their hope and confidence, in the midst of countless difficulties, and apparently the most
hopeless of circumstances.
D. In ac:dition to the hopes already expressed that real and lasting
benefit may be derived from learning the verses already alluded to, we
have reasonable ground to hope likewise that good will also be derived
from tho perusal of the books they have received as rewards. The very
idea of a prize has a charm with it. Of necessity interest is awakened
thereby; and, inasmuch as these prizes embrace the same truths as the
verses themselves, we cannot but hope that a lasting blessing may be
the result from this simple effort upon our part. In fact, we cannot
but regard it as a solemn duty devolving upon us in onr las~ days. The
Lord, in His all-wise providence, having pbced the printing press at
QUI' command, we regard it in the light of a talent for a little season
entrusted to our care. Hence we are anxious, in the closing up of our
pilgrimage, to leave these mementoes of love-these little messengers of
mercy-with the dear children, hoping that, when we are gone, and
shalt be no more seen, they may rise up to call the Redeemer blessed.
In proof of the spirit in which our humble labours have been regarded,
we su bjoin.a few extracts a3 specimens of the many loving epistles we
have received from both the young and their teachers. We can only
add the expression of our hearty desire and prayerful hope that the
Lord Himself may specially bless and graciously smile upon both teachers
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. and taught; and may they at last meet around the throne above, to·
bless and praise, magnify and adore, His great, gracious, and glorious
name for ever and ever. So prays their friend and well-wisher,
April 1st; 1887.
THE EDITOR.
EXTRACTS.

C. E. H--,' Middlesborough, writes-CC It will, I am sure, interest you to
know that the task has, in each case, been admirably accomplished. Master
1'-- is the son of one of our respected deacons, and, on Sunday last, after our
morning service, he recited the whole of the verses perfectly before the
people, and I can assure you they were much enjoyed."
The Schoolmaster at Astley (the late lamented Dr. HEWLETT'S old sphere
of labour) writes-" I feel sure you do not know to the full the great amount
of pleasure and profit with which your works are read by both old and
young. The GOSPEL MAGAZINE and Old Jonathan have for years been
delightful companions to me and my family."
The Superintendent of a Sunday School at Lewes writes, with respect to
nine children who had learnt the verses-" May the Lord grant that they
may all be favoured really to talk-yea, commune-with Him!" to which
wish we heartily append our" Amen." The Lord, in His great mercy, grant
it may apply, not to scores merely, but to hundreds who have committed tho
lines to memory, and His great name shall eternally have the praise.
Writing froll1 Bexley Heath, L. R. H-- says-" We had 112 children at
our children's service this morning, and I told them about the receipt of the
gift; and then, instead of my usual address, I read one of your 'Talks with
the Grandchildren,' which interested both children:and workers very much."·
The Secretary of a Sunday School at Ruthden bears the following testimony
- " It is the custom of our school to present a copy of Old Jonathan each
month to the eldest scholar in each family, and it is eagerly looked forward
to each month. We consider it is the best periodical to place in young.
folks' reach, as it is always stored with good and sound Gospel truths and
narratives. "
Another Superintendent of a Sunday School writes-" Old Jonathan is a
great favourite in our school. Two dozen copies are disposed of every
month."
A Teacher under the Church Education Society in Ireland writes as follows
-" With heartfelt thanks I have just received your parcel of beautiful books
for the children who learned the lines, 'A Little Talk with Jesus.' They are
delighted with them, and value them greatly. They ask me to return to
you their very grateful thanks for your great kindness, with the sincere hope
that you may be long spared in health and strength, in perfect peace and
happiness, and freedom from pain or any other suffering." [Precious
children! May the Lord not only hear them on our behalf, but bless them
in their own souls for their prayerful sympathy for us, in our old age and
increasing infirmities.] The writer adds-" Our parish school is under the
care of the Church Education Society, which demands the full and free use
of the Bible to be taught and learned at any hour of the day. Your kindness
will give great satisfaction to the cause of truth."
Speaking of a little girl of nine years of age, her Minister says-" I was
certainly pleased with the manner she said the whole of the fifty verses."
He adds, "Oh, that she may understand the mercy that brings poor sinners
nigh, and maketh all things new."
The Mistress of a school in Londonderry, Ireland, writos as follows-" I
asked the children 6f this school if any of them would try to learn theverses. Seven of them, with hearty good-will, said thoy would; so I gave
them paper to write down the lines, to take them home, and leurn them in the
evenings. This they all did. On Monday, the 21st, I examined them, ona
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by one, before six witnesses, who can assure you that every line and word
were beautifully repeated.
No blundering; no hesitation; all perfectly
correct."
The writer adds-" Som" of th" very Wtle children are learning
them by dictation; but I will reward these myself, and by no means impose
on your generous goodness."
A Lady, much interested in a school in Jersey, in which she takes a class
twice a week, writes-" Some of the children were determined to learn the
verses, and I can certify tlut they have recited them correctly, without the
slightest hesitation. These children are taken [she adds] from the poorest
class; and, as we have no compulsory education, they have great disadvantages."
A Minister, writing from Langport, in Somersetshire, says-CC I am thinking
whether it may not prove exceptional, being six of one family. For my own
part, I must say I felt very much gratified to hear such blessed truths so
nicely repeated; and let us hope that good results will manifestly appear in
their life to come through the learning of the same."

B. J. R--, Coventry, writes:-;DEAR SIR,-Again I have the pleasure to inform you that seven of the
dear girls in my class have most heartily responded to your request in.
Old Jonathan for tIre present month, and have very nicely repeated from
memory your verses.
It was with pleasure I listened to them, whilst it touched a chord in my
heart to see the pilgrim's pathway mapped out in such a telling mauner.
Oh, how suitable is that part of it which speaks of the trials of the way
as being so many blessings in disguise! Oh, that I could always believe it
so! Wherever such a poor, erring mortal as I would wander and stray ,to,
were it not for the preventing mercy of a covenant God, I know not, for my
soul can testify that
" Had they no cares, they'd tarry here,
And be' entrapped by many a snare;
Hence with tenderness I use the rod,
Lest they should loiter on the road."
And I am also bound to acknowledge, to }he honour and glory of my precious
Lord and Mastercc It is in trouble, too, they find
They have a sympathizing Friend'My Word stands good; come, come to Me ;
At all times I will succour thee,'"
for, in connection with some heartrending sorrows, the dear Lord has so
endeared Himself and His presence, and blessing has been so realized, that,
with the simplicity of a little child, I have said--although my flesh has
shran'k, yet living faith has exclaimed-" Let me have more fellowship and
communion with the Beloved of my soul, even though the road to it lies
through much tribul"tion."
It gives me great pleasure, dear sir, to congratulate you on the near
approach of your seventy-sixth birthday. Even now you have passed the
allotted age of man, but oh, if the will of God be so, for the sake of His
Church in the wilderness, I can most heartily wish that your life may be
spared for many years to come, with strength of body and health of soul
still to proclaim" the unsearchable riches of Christ," and to testify of what I
told my dear girls last Lord's Day, I believe the one great truth you wished
to impress upon their minds through your verses, namely, salvation is in
Christ the Lord. Many a time has my heart heaved out, "Oh, that they
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may each one prove it true for themselves!" Zion's faithful watchmeo, who
·are bold enough to stand up to declare and defend the pure truths of
the Gospel, in their perfection and power, seem to be very few; hence it
always causes a pang at my heart when I hear of such bemg taken
away-not that I grudge them taking possession of their inheritance, and
receiving the reward of all their toil and travail here below, but it seems to me
as though the world was so much the poorer for the loss of all such, for truly
the Lord's ministers especially are the "salt of the earth," and at times
we keenly feel the loss of such.
May the blessing of the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, dear sir, be
realized by you as a birthday portion, so that that word may be verified in
your case, "From this day will I bless you."

The annexed testimony touched our too-often cold heart, and we doubt
not, it will have the same effect upon many of our readers. Dated
"Haden Hill, Old Hill, March, 1887," the writer says:DEAR SIR,-I am sorry I am so late, but I did not get the verses until
the 17th of February, after being told about them by Mrs. BARRS, of Haden
Bill, and I was afraid the girls would not succeed in getting the rewards;
but ooe of them said, "'VeIl, if we fail in getting the rewards, and we learn
the verses, they may be. worth more to us some day than the books." I said,
"Well said, so you shall try, and I hope you will succeed" ; and I am glad to
say they have done so, and I can assure you I was more than repaid for my
trouble, and I am sure you will be, for, on Sunday week, as one of the girls
was repeating them, I was quite broken down, for when she got to the tenth
verse, she could scarcely go on, and I said, "Does the tempter tell you that
it· is vain for you to pray 1" and her lips quivered, and, with the big tears in
her eyes, she said, " He does very often" ; and when she got to that verse" The more they ask, the more shall I
Be glorified in their supply;
The oftener they come to Me,
The more delighted I shall be,"
I said, "Have you noticed that? How unlike the creature!" She said, "I
have noticed many of them." This is the one eleven years old.
Oh, my dear friend, who can tell what the Lord may be pleased to do by
them 1 May He encourage you to go on sowing Gospel seed beside all
waters, for" Though seed lie buried long in dust,
It shan't deceive your hope;
The precious grain can ne'er be lost,
For grace ensures the crop."
Five of the girls learnt the lines entitled, "Little Talks with Teacher,"
and I sent you the names and ages in rhyme. I have reason to hope
that the prayer breathed in that poor rhyme has been answered in at least
\Some of their cases; and may the Lord still go on to be gracious to them, and
" Ohange their heart, renew their will,
And turn their feet to Zion's hill."
They all join me in sincere th:mks to you for the interest you havf:l taken in
their welfare, and in best wishes for your birthday; and, if the Lord's will, may
you live to see many happy returns of the same, and may you often be
fav0ured to take a glimpse of that goodly land which cannot be very far off,
which your Father has bequeathed to you, and which you will shortly possess,
for
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" To take a glimpse within the veil,
To know that God is thine,
Are springs of joy that never fail,
Unspeakably divine."
'rhat this may be your happy Jot is the sincere desire and prayer of
Your unworthy but grateful friend,

A. ADAMS.

Then follow the names of nine who had learnt the verses, their ages
varying from nine to fifteen years.
The annexed could but touch the heart:Staines, March 5th, 1887.
My DEA.R SIR,-While we wish you very much of the Master's presence
-and alessing the remainder of your pilgrimage, may you "bring forth fruit
in old age, to show that the Lord is upright." I heard you in St. Mary
Woolnoth. It was a hlessed season.
I have now just to say, a dear fatherless boy, but who is blessed with a
praying mother, has just recited to me the piece entitled, "A Little Talk
with Jesus." He said it correctly, and, I trust, feelingly.
I did not have
to tell him one word. He is a regular attendant in our Sabbath School.
Wlshin~ you to live happily all the days of your appointed time, and
then may an abundant entrance be granted into everlastin,: glory, is the
e~rnest desire of,
Yours in best bonds,

J. M.

The annexed, we are sure, will be read with interest : Petrockston, Beaford, N. Devon.
REV. SIR,-I received your kind present to-day (Thursday). I thank you
very much for it. I shall prize the book as long as I live. I feel deeply
grateful to our postmaster for his kindness in giving me the paper to learn
the verses. If it had not been for him, I should not have seen the paper.
I have been under the doctor's care for twelve months, and our postmaster
lends me Old J onathan tJ read. I long every month to read the "Letter
to the Young," and the interesting stories. I will now conclude by thanking
you from the bottom of my heart for your kindness.
I am, rev. sir, yours very truly,
G. LEE.

Biggleswade, Mal'ch 24th, 1887.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEy,-Allow me to thank you most sincerely for, your
kindness in rewarding my pupils for having learned your sweet hymn. It
has given them much. pleasure to commit the verses to memory, and I do
pray that they may have an abiding place in their young hearts-that,
in the hands of the Lord the Spirit, they may be made the means of
showing them their need of a Saviour, and leading them to Him, whose
tender, loving words are so swettly breathed in the hymns which they
have learned, ., Little Talks with Teacher," and "A Little Talk with
Jesus." I have had the young under my training now for fuurteen years,
and have always made it a rule that a text of Scripture, with an appropriate verse of a hymn, be written and committed to memory every day.
Some who have now gro Nn to womanhood have expressed to me their
-gratitude for having so much of God's Word stored in their minds. He
has pledged His wad that "it shall not return unto Him void."
'rhis
is a sheet-anchor to my soul in my loved work for Him in week-day and
Sunday schools, and I can bear my personal testimony to His faithfulness.
Wishing you the best blessings, I am, dear sir, yours faithfully,
ELIZABETH A. TURNER.
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Pa1·k View School, Henlon, ]J!]a1'ch 24th, 1887.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEy,-VVe thank you very much for the nice books which
we have received for learning the beautiful hymn entitled, "A LitHo Talk
with Jesus." It was a great pleasure to get it learnt in time for yourbirthday, and we all hope that you may be spared many more years, and
that you will write some more verses, so that we may again have the
privilege of learning them.
. We are now anticipating the pleasure of reading the books. They look so
interesting. We are delighted with them.
We are, dear sir, yours very gratefully,
MARIAN BATES, ELLEN E. BATES, KATIE F. HAWKINS, THIRZA TAT'l'AM,
WILLIAM STRICKLAND, CHARLIE STRICKLAND.
Principal, ELIZABETH A.
TURNER.

M. 0--, Jersey, writes:Allow me to express to you, in the name of my Sunday scholars, at the
Cannon Street Ragged School, our best thanks for your truly kind gift of
books. The dear children will be delighted with them, but we have decided
to present them on Sunday, when we expect that all will be present.
I most heartily join with you in praying that the Lord will give to ea~h
of them His Holy Spirit, and thus that they will meet their kind friend m.
the heavenly home.
Covent1'y, .A p1'il 5th, 1887.
DEAR SIR,-Please accept my warmest thanks for the nice pa.rcel of books
I received on March 30th. I think both teachers and scholars were highly
pl~ased with tliem.
'rhe delay excited some anxiety in some of their little
mmds, so that again and again, from some eager, anxious-looking faces, I
have had to meet the inquiry, "Are the books come?" On one occasion, a
dear child came to ask the same question, and, upon being told they were
not, with a disappointed look she said, "I wonder if they will come." I
replied, ., Yes, they will be sure to come. You must h>Lve patience a little
longer, and then you will be sure to have them." The child looked very
steadfastly a.t me, and asked why I was so sure they would come, to
which I replied, "Because Dr. DOUDNEY has promised to send them, and
he would not have made such a promise if he had not meant to fulfil it."
As the child turned away, I inwardly groaned, "Oh, that I was as sure the
Lord would rid me and deliver me from some of those crushing trhls which.
have at times such a depressing effect, as I am that those books will come! "
Instantly, with a gentle, loving rebuke, the lines dropped" Trust Him, He will not deceive you,
Though you hardly of Him deem,"
which seemed to imply, "You can trust the Lord's servant, and believe he
will make good his word, and yet call in question the word of the King of
heaven-He who spake as never yet man spake." What cause there is to
cover one's face for very shame, to think that, after so much past mercy, I
should so distrust my best Friend, who, in times of trouble, has ever stood
by me, and has, I believe, now and then given living faith in exercise to.
believe He will continue to do so down to the end. But oh, at times it.
does seem as though that faith had to be tried to the very last degree, and,.
instead of the Lord appearing, and putting things straight, He seems to stand.
aloof, while the wicked are allowed to triumph, and my poor soul has to go
groaning. But, blessed be His dear name, He hath been my help, and so
I feel constrained still to cleave unto Him, even though I cannot His goings.
trace.
With warmest Christian love, wishing you the best of blessings, I remain,
dear sir,
Yours most ail'ectionately,

B. J. R.
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From the Fifteen Scholars in the Akem~n Street Chapel Sunday School, who
learnt the verses entitled, " A Little Talk with Jesus," and to whom Dr.
DOUDNEY kindly sent prizes:Tring, Manh 28th, 1887.
DEA.R DR, DOUDNEY,-We all thank you so much for your kind thought
of us, and for the beautiful books you have so kindly sent us. We are very
pleased with them, and shall prize them very much.
With our best thanks and good wishes, we rcmain, dear Dr. DOUDNEY,
Yours very respectfully,
[Here follow the fifteen signatures].

Upwards of ninety of the children of the Oircus Ohurch Sunday
School, Portsmouth, learnt the lines. Our dear friond and brother the
Incumbent (the Rev. J. O. MARTIN) writes as follows ;.
Rathmines Villa, Southsea, April 15th, 1887.
My VERY DEA.R FRIEND,-Your kind grant of books was duly distributed
and much appreciated. VIe had an excellent ~athering. We had parents.
and teachers present, and a warm vote of thanks was unanimously passed,
with a large show of little hands, indicating, with bright faces, what all
felt; and I promised to send the thanks to you, with the expression and
prayer that the Lord may spare the life and labours He has so long and
largely blessed.

The names and ages of the children who have learnt the verses will
(D.V.) appear in the Olel Jonathan for June.
ST. LUKE'S, BEDMINSTER.
A DEEPLY-INTERESTING meeting was held in th\:l Infants'School-room of
this parish, on Wednesday evening, April 6th. The children who had
learnt the verses were invited to the usual quarterly tea-meeting of the
teachers of the Sunday Schools. Above a hundred were present, and,
after singing and prayer, and an address upon the importance of learning
whilst young, a book was given to each learner. One dear little child
under five years of age came forward for her prize. As yet unable to
read, she had learnt them from her father, whilst seated upon his knee.
Another had learnt thE-m within the week, after receiving them from
her teacher on the previous Sunday. There were two families in which
five members in each had learnt the piece. Singularly it happened that
the first names called were Cann-five came forward to receive their
rewards. This g:1Ve us the opportunity of saying that the very fact
of five in one family having learnt the fifty verses should encourage
others to try this and that. They should think of the "can," and not

" cetn't."
The distribution of the prizes was followed by loving and practical·
addresses from both the Superintendent and Secretary of the Sunday
Schools. It was a meeting the interest of which we trust will long
be remembered, and of which the possession of the books will long help
as reminders, eaell being labelled with the name of the receiver, and
the date and purpose for which it was given.
THERE is a little thing in thy heart called sincerity and honesty of
heart towards God, which is the fruit of election.
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"WALKS AND TALKS WITH JESUS."
DEAR READERS,-We are anxious to lay before you a few thoughts
in regard to the above book. It has pleased the Lord to bless the work
in a most marked and merciful way. From our inmost soul we thank
Him for it. It serves to cheer us in the midst of much that is
depressing, for being so much laid aside from the most blessed and
privileged of all human engagements-namely, the preaching of the
everlasting Gospel-has a most sad and depressing effect upon our own
mind.
When we looked over our "Preachers' Book," and found we
had only preached four times in eight weeks, we were sad at heart
indeed. Years ago we commonly spoke in the name of the Lord four or
five times a week. Alas! alas! how different is it with us now; and
yet the love of preaching is not diminished. So far from this, we ques.
tion if ever we realized the ;;acred privilege to the extent we do now.
We may tire in the work, but, bleEsed be God, we do not tire of it.
Oh, no; a thousand times no!
But now, under the circumstances, what are we to do? We feel, and
that increasingly, hoUJ short 02tT time is. From the very nature of
things it must be so. It would be the very extreme of folly for a
man, having entered upon his seventh-seventh year, to calculate upon
a much longer tarry in a world of sickness, infirmity, and death. On
the contrary, it behoves such an one to be on the look-out, and in
a state of perpetual waiting, watching, and willingness for the summons
to depart hence, and be no more seen.
In this, then, our position and state of mind, dear readers, we are
intensely anxious to do what little we can, whilst yet the means and
the opportunity are vouchsafed to us. Hence our fervent wish to use
the press-especially in these sad days of declension and departure
from the truth-to the utmost of our power. We have been long
wont to regard it as a talent entrusted to us, for the which we are
responsible to that blessed Lord and Master who has condescended to
favour us with so divine a commission. Moreover, when, from time
to time, we have testimonies of how this or that book has been blessed
to the reader, we cannot but "thank God and take courage."
It, at
the same time, inspires us with hope and zeal in regard to further effort.
Moreover, by such means we wish to do our utmost to counteract the
erroneous and destructive teaching now so rife. It is fearful to contemplate the amount of poisonous literature that is sown broadcast
through the length and breadth of the land, and of the crafty and
insidious way in which it is placed-and that so attractively-before •
the young.
Well, now, dear readers, this being, as stated elsewhere, the closing
up of our forty-seventh year's editorship, we are anxious that it sholllcL
be marked as a period of special recognition and acknowledgment
of the Lord's good and gracious hand. Such an extension of time
1'01' one conductor of one and the same work is, we prosume, almost,
if not altogether, without parallel in the history of religious literatUl'c
especially. Does it not, therefore, call for practical grati tude 7 \ Ve
<think so-upon OUT part most certainly. If; then, deal' readers, such be
the case, as far as we are concerned, are ?JOlt not likewise laid under
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obligation to the God and Father of all our mercies, if so be you or
yours have been instructed, comforted, encouraged, established, through
or by the instrumentality of this Magazine, or by means of any of
the works which we l,ave been permitted to issue 1
Apart, moreover, from these considerations, depend upon it we an;)
coming into times-if not already in their midst-when sober, Scriptural,
unadulterated truth will be rare indeed. The fact of our mind being s()
thoroughly imbued with this conviction, has rendered us so much
the more anxious to do what little we can in seeking to instil into>
the minds of the young and rising generation the precious veritie,s
of the Gospel,
In asking you, dear readers, to make a special effort, and to come
to our aid, in seeking for a further extension of the circulation of the
book, " Walks and Talks w-ith Jesus," we think it is due to ourselves
to state that we make the request with no view what€'ver to personal
advantage. If we know our own heart, we can with the utmost truth
testify that we are prompted by a simple desire to promote the glory
of God and the well-being of our fellow-creatures, in the wish and
effort to spread, by means of the press, the knowledge of the Most
High, and the great and glorious plan of salvation,
As far as our own individual or personal benefit is concerned, we'
can truthfully state that, for the last twenty years and upwards, we,
have not gained a single shill'ing by any book we have p1~blished, and, but
for the kind help of some three or four dear friends, we could not
have maintained and carried on the work of our Industrial School.
During nearly the whole of our connection with this parish, the
gratuitous circulation of our works has been at a cost of considerably
over £100 a year. This, at our removal, will, to all human appearance, necessarily cease. Hence again our desire to do what we can
when and while we can. We wish to sow the seed, with the hope
that, in the good and gracious Husbandman's time, it may spring up'
and bring forth fruit, to the praise and glory of His grace.
Finally, then, dear readers, may we ask you to come to our help?
vVe have an ardent wish and desire to send copies of "Walks ana
Talks with Jesus" to various institutions, that thereby they may be
spread far and wide-yea, to the ,very ends of the habitable globe;
such institutions, for example, as M1'. B1'idm"s Mission to Soldie1's and
Sailo1's, the Deep-Sec~ Fisheries, the Thames .11£ission, Dr. Barrll:t'rio's and
Miss Macpherson's Emigmt'ion M01lements, Mrs. Spurgeon's Boolc Fand.
various hospitals and infirmaries, mothers' meetings, &c., &c. We are
constantly receiving applications for free grants for these and the like
purposes.
We doubt not our readers will read with interest the extracts given
in the present Number from letters received with respect to the fifty
verses which appearl:'d in the Old Jonathan for February, entitled, "A
Little Talk with Jesus," As stated elsewhere, that piece has been learnt
by upwards of seven hundred children and adults. We intend to add
it to the new edition of " yValks alld Talks with Jesus," so that the work
will now contain the three pieces in verse, entitled, "yVhy Jesus came
/1'om Heaven to Die," " Little Talks with l'eache1',. 01', 'Can the1'e be Hope fm"
Me?"~ and "A Little TalTc with Jesus." Hence the book will be rendered
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-the more complete for families; and we indulge the hope that many a
voyager npon the wide-spread seas, or parent whose engagomentS call
him into a far-distant land, will, as he reads" Walks and Talks uyith
Jestts," be prompted to entertain the hope that, whilst he is reading
with interest and profit, far, far away, his children at home are committing to memory that which, it may please God, shall be savingly
instilled into their young and susceptible minds.
This, dear readers, is our aim and object j and, with a view to the
.accomplishment of this our ardent wish and desire, we ask your kind
-and practical co-operation. Contributions from you, whether it be
sixpence, a shilling, or a sovereign, we will gladly and thankfully apply
to the far-and-wide distribution of the book, " WALKS AND TALK:-;
WITH JESUS," and the accompanying pieces of which we have spoken.
We hope you will enable us, next month, to publish a goodly list
·of names as subscribers to this object. Meanwhile we are,
Yours affectionately in the Lord,
THE EDITOR.
POSTSCRIPT.-I think I never remember being more imprcssed with
the value and what may follow a simple gift-book than the following
fact. Some two years since, I casually met a dear girl about thc agc
and so much in appearance of a precious daughter of fifteen, whom, somc
three-and-twenty years ago, tIle Lord was pleased to call from me and
-take to Himself. I found that she was an orphan, and, with an only
brother, about two years older than herself, had kindly been adopted
by a relative, she and her husband having no children of their own.
The brother, having great love for the sea, had been articled to a
highly respectable firm, and was about to take a long sea-voyage in a
110ble and well-found ship. I expressed a wish to see him, and, after
the service on a Sunday evening, he ca~led at the vicarage, as his ship
was to sail on the following day. I think I was never more struck
with the appearance of anyone than I was with this smart-looking,
open-countenanced, rosy-cheeked youth. In his bright-buttoned pretty
braided suit and gold-laced cap, he looked every inch a sailor. 1. gave
him a few words of affectionate counsel, and presented him with a
book. Often afterwards I inquired after him, and, from time to time,
heard tidings of his welfare. At length, after some eighteen months, I
'was told his ship was expected homc. In due time she reached a
northern port, where, I believe, she discharged her cargo. The reader,
however, may imagine my surprise at the next tidings, which was that
.she had been totally wrecked off Ostend, and that the crew, after being
two nights and two days in extreme peril, had barely escaped with their
lives. The youth in whom I was so much interested, I was informed, had
merely saved his sextant, and the boo!;; I had given him. Of course this
at ol1ce surprised and pleased me. When, after a time, I once again SIl,W
my young friend, and inquired for particulars of the wreck and his escape,
in answer to my inquiry as to how it was he simply saved the book
(concluding, as I did, that there were other matters of more importance),
his reply was, "it was the on.l?J thing he cottld think Of" Now, this answer
at once suggested the idea of the great importance attached to the gift
of books to sea-going or far-travelling persons. What could be more
striking than the fact that a youth, in such perilous circumstances,
with his very life in such imminent danger, should bc seeking to
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Teseue from a foundering ship a book even in preference to his clothes 1
I repeat that, to my own mind, it was both remarkable and most·
-encouraging; and well may it stimulate to give books in like manner,
none knowing what may be the happy results.
Moreover, if we couple with the above the facts noted in another
portion of our present Number, with respect to the hundreds of young
children who have learnt the piece entitled, "A Little Tallc with Jesus,"
we cannot but hope for happy results therefrom. It is ours to use the
means, and to leave the issues with the Lord. The scene -presented
in our own school-room, the other evening, as spoken of elsewhere,
when above a hundred children attended for the purpose of receiving
their prizes for learning the aforenamed piece, we shall ever most
gratefully remember. A similar spectacle was presented in the schoolil'oom attached to the Circus Church, Portsmouth, last year, the remembrance of which is most refreshing. Who can tell what, in the
Lord's own good time, may follow these simple efforts for His glory
and the benefit of the rising generation 7 How true the couplet" The precious grain can ne' er be lost,
For grace ensures the crop."

When speaking to a dear brother and fellow-labourer in the Lord,
a day or two since, upon the subject of the foregoing pages, he said,
"Those boolcs u;,ill be Teud after you al'e gone, just as DT. Hawkel"s ' Morning and Evening Portions' aTe." Our reply was, "That is just what I
want." And such is the case. A man's labours, especially in connection with the press, are not confined to his own little day. Far otherwise. On the contrary, more commonly it occurs that, after he is
-called away, what has been laid upon his heart and committed to
writing during his life, bears fruit afterwards. He," being dead, then
speaketh."
• The day after the conversation to which we have referred, we met
another friend, who said that he had just been ftpprized of a visit
paid to a poor old and afflicted woman, who said she had two books,
the which were her stay and support. Those were, the Bible, and
"' Walks and Talks with Jesus," the latter having been given her by a
City Missionary.
Reader, should not these facts encourage us to seek to "sow beside
.all waters" 7
THE EDITOR.

SWEET ABIDING.
" He that dwelleth -in the secret place of the Most High shall abide unclel'
the shadow of the .Almighty."-PSALM xci. 1.
abiding! Jesus near!
Why are we to doubt so prone?
Surely, then, we need not fear;
Will not Jesus shield His own 7
Hark, He whispers from on high,
Mighty Guard from every ill« I will guide thee with Minc eye."
Hark, He whispers, "Peace, be still! "
Keep our hearts, dear Lord, we pray;
Go before us in the way ;
Let us feel Thy presence near;
Speak, and let Tby servants hear.

SWEET
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COMMUNION BY THE WAY.-GREETINGS FROM .AFAR.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
received your letter from South sea, and:
would have answered it before, but was prevented by an attack of
rheumatism, which unfitted me for writing. I was sorry to hear that
you were laid aside from your loved employment. I know it lUust have
been very trying for you, but you needed rest, both from preachinO'
and writing; and the Lord, in His infinite wisdom and love, appointeJ,
this trial for you. You know how the great Apostle was Sustained in
the endurance of his trials, affiictions, and temptations, in the faith that
they were for the" elect's sake, that they might also obtain the salvation
which is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory." Thus he was fitted t(}
impart the blessings he received, through his sanctified affiictions t(}
the Church of God. And not one could have been lacking. All ;ere
appointed; all served to gather and build up the elect of Gorl on that
foundation against which the gates of hell shall never prevail.
And, dear brother, you never could have been prepared to feed the
sheep and lambs of Christ's flock with knowledge and understandinO'
as you do, had you not reaped the benefit of those trials and affiiction~'
laid up for you in the covenant made between the Father and Son'
to fit you for the work you are now engaged in. I know You are not
ignorant of those deep soul-troubles, which seem as if they would
engulf your soul in eternal misery. But, blessed be the Lord's name,
you have pressed forward through a rough, thorny, perple~ing and
distressing pathway-through every obstacle and opposition ):lre~~ntecl
therein. It is the right way-the way in which you llave been prepared
to build up the Church of God upon that holy foundation Jesus laid
in Zion.
I bless and praise the Lord for making your writings the means of
leading me to a clearer and stronger faith in the knowledge of my
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and His great salvation. 1I0w slow
I have been in gaining wisdom and knowledge from the treasures that
are in Christ Jesus! When I look back on my misspent life, I always
think of the barren fig-tree, and the curse Christ pronounced upon
it. And what a mercy that Christ has not said of .me, "Let no fruit
be found on thee henceforth and for ever!" The more I learn of Christ
the more I learn of my wretched depravity and proneness to err. i
have found that to live by faith upon the Son of God is very far from.
being an easy lesson to le.arn. We must hav~ "l~ne upon line, precept
upon precept; here a lIttle and there a lIttle,' and a merciful ancl
compassionate High Priest, who can have pity on our infil'mities"who was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin."
Your parcel of books I have read again and again, with mu.ch prayer
and supplication that the Lord would lead me into the precious truths
set forth in them, and make me strong in .the grace there is in Christ
Jesus. The spiritual power that accompanied them raised fie above
the world, and made me long to have every hindrance and obstacle
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-I
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I'emoved that prevented my communion and fellowship wibh the Father
and Son. Your" Convorsations between Two Pilgrims" I also received,
with many, many thanks for your kindness in sending them. It was
There is so much
instructive and interesting, and very good.
Arminianism sont forth from the pulpits in this (lay of error, that some
who have received the life-giving Spirit are afraid to trust in a free
grace salvation, from fear of being ensnared in Autinomian errors.
After I was deprived of Mr. PAULISON'S ministry, I heard of a minister
who preached tho doctrines of grace in the city of N cw York, and I
went to heal' him. l did not discover any error in his sermon, but it
was totally destitute of the life-giving power and savour of the Spirit.
I heard him again and again, and then lost all my peace and comfort
(If mind. I was filthy, polluted, and unclean, and traced the change to
the effects of the ministry I had sat under. I then heard him once more,
but he aclvanced his errors so boldly that I was afraid to hear him
again. He quoted a passage from the seventy-first Psalm-" Thou shalt
increase my greatness, and comfort me on every side." He said the
Lord had made sinners of us, and He increased our sins for the pnrpose
(If comforting us on every side. That was enough. I was convinced
of my sill in hearing him at first without asking counsel of the Lord,
and then, in going to hear him after, I knew that he had not the lifegiving power of the Spirit. I felt the chastening hand of God upon
me, and I was left like a lodge in a garden of cucumbers, when there
was no fruit to gather. I wished I had never heard the strange
minister, but that did not help me. I mourned an absent God a long
while, and learned a lesson I needed very much; and the Lord
oyerruled my sins, and made them work for my good. Since then I
have been afraic] to come in contact with Antinomian flrrors. What a
blessed privilege it is to know the truth, and find life and liberty in
Christ Jesus!
I received the two volumes you sent me, "Led and Fed," a day or
two ago. I feel very grateful to you for your kindness in sending me
your writings. ","lords are insufficient to express the valuable instruction
they have afforded me. I have not read much in the volume, "Led
and Fed." I have been delighted with the contents of the Introduction.
They are so good, so sound, so wholesome. I wish I could find out
those wh':> love those precious tnlths of the Gospel. How glad I
would be to put them in their hands! The editorial article you wrote
for the last Magazine was excellent.
May the Lord, in His own good time, restore your health and
strength, and spare you for many years, that you may labour in the
<:ause of truth, and the Church of God receive and enjoy more fully
the blessings of the everlasting covenant through your instrumentality,
is the prayer of
Yours in the love of Christ and His truth,
Ilackensack.
LOUISA MOORE.
REPLY.

1. There are times, beloved sister in the Lord, when we not only
feel, in the retrospect of our pathway, that every trial and affliction,
crook and cross, was absolutely indispensable, but, by comparison with
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others, there are seasons when it seems as though we had had no tTouble-,
as if the path had been perfectly smooth. This feeling, we have no
doubt, arises in part from the fact of the Lord having so wonderfully
sustained in the midst of trial and perplexity, and so verified and
fulfilled His word, "As thy days, so shall thy strength be"; "My
grace is sufficient for thee, for My strength is made perfect in weakness."
Again, the feeling may be accounted for upon the ground of the Lord
being so true to His word that His people "shall forget their poverty,.
and remember their misery no more." Moreover, it is written that they
shall remember such as "waters that pass away." Oh, how often have'
we been amazed in the contemplation of the Lord's so complete and
perfect deliverances in this respect; that, in spite of all the dark and
dismal forebodings, under temptation or trial, should there, by any
possibility, come succour or relief, there would always be the gloomy
fear and dark apprehension of the j'ecttj'j'cncc of such. But no; the
deliverance is so thorough-so God-like-that, with the removal of
the trial itself, be it what it may, there is likewise the absence of
fear or misgiving in regard to a renewal.
2. Again, with respect to trouble, it is not-it cannot be--a tota't
cessation of trial or affliction.
In the time-state, and considering what
we are as well as whcTc we are, and what our surroundings, entire ease
and absolute freedom from trial of some sort or other would be
perilous to the last degree. Into what labyrinths such a state of things.
would plunge us, and what the fearful perils entailed thereby, we have
lio adequate conception! Further (as our sister intimates), it is by
means, and through the instrumentality, of trouble or affliction, that.
intercourse with the Lord is maintained, and errands to the mercyseat rendered a positive necessity. Hence the being "emptied from
vessel to vessel," or wave following wave, is indispensable. Moreover,.
it is only positive test and personal experience that prove into what
a cold, heartless, indifferent state the most deeply taught and the most
sorely exercised will fall, notwithstanding all the previous teaching,
unless they are still brought into contact with the flood or the fire.
BUNYAN well knew this when he testified-" The Christian man is never long at ease;
When one fright's gone, another doth him seize."
In regard to the necessity for trial, we are bound personally to,
declare that, but for positive proof, we could not have conceived it
possible that anyone should attain to our age, and with the discipline'
to which we have for so many years been subjected, and feel as, alas t. '
for most part we do. That is, that we should, from very age, be'
within a step or two of the consummation we have, for sixty years
and upwards, been anticipating, and yet be so earth-bound-so wedded
to the things of time and sense-so loitering and lingering-such
creature-idolaters. vVe are at a loss for language to express what we
personally, feel upon this matter. Oh, how often wc acknowledge'
before the Lord, especially in the wakefulness of the night.seltfion, how
just the charge against us is-" My people have committed two evils:
they have forsaken Me, the Fountain of living waters, Itnll have hewn
out to themselves cisterns, broken cisterns, which can hold no water.'"
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But, belo;ved, there is a fact, in connection, that we ought never to·
overlook. It is this-that this state of things exists in spite of thepersonal discovery that all and everything of earth is "vanity and
vexation of, spirit."
There might be some allowance for the coldness,.
the lukewarmness, the indifference, in regard to divine things, of which
we have spoken, had we lacked the test of the world and its associations; but, after so many years' experience of what it is, and after'
arriving at· ,such personal proof of its vain, superficial, and unsatisfactory charaotel', still to cleave to it as we do, and to be the subjects
of such cold and heartless drawings Christward and heavenward, is sad
indeed. I
Sixty years ago, we were much more familiar with Dr. WATTS' hymns'
than we are now. Hence, when we occasionally turn to them, we are·
perfeotly ashamed and correspondingly humbled, as we read what then
we perfectly revelled in. Such portions as the following, for example" My God, my Life, my Love,
To Thee, to Thee, I call;
I cannot live if Thou remove,
For Thou art All in all," &c.

Again" Be earth
Let noise
]n secret
My God,

with all her scenes withdrawn;
and vanity be gone;
silence of the mind,
and there my heaven, I find."

And oh, with what emphasis we would mentally exclaim" My flesh shall slumber in the ground
Till the archangel's trump shall sound;
Then burst my bonds with sweet surprise,
And in my Saviour's image rise."

However, notwithstanding the sadness we feel in contemplating the
contrast between past and present experience, there is a counteracting
thought, with its attendant cheer. It is that, in spite of our untowardness, ingratitude, forgetfulness, and distrust, our best Beloved-our" Brother born for adversity"-our "Friend that sticketh closer than a
brother "-our "Friend that loveth at all times "-still "rests in His
love, and hates to put away."
"Though we believe not, He abideth
He is " Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day, and
faithful."
for ever"; and when He breaks in afresh (as, blessed be His name,.
He sometimes does) with His" It is I; be not afraid"; "Fear not,.
thou worm J acob "; "I am the God of Bethel"; "I have redeemed
thee; thou art Mine; I have chosen thee, and not cast thee away" ;
"Thou art all fair, My love; there is no spot in thee" ; "Thou art
comely with the comeliness which I have put upon thee"; "I have
loved thee with an everlasting love; therefore with loving-kindness.
have I drawn thee"; "I remember thee, the kindness of thy youth,.
the love of thine espousals, when thou wentest after Me in thewilderness, in a land that was not sown"; "How shall I give thee
up, Ephraim 1 how shall I deliver thee, Israel 1 how shall I make
thee as Admah 1 how shall I set thee as Zeboim ~ Mine heart is,
turned within Me, My repentings are kindled together. I will not
X 2
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execute the fierceness of Mine anger; I will not return to destroy
Ephraim: for I am God, and not man; the Holy One in the midst
()f thee" (Hosea xi. 8, 9); "Is Ephraim My dear son 1 is he a
pleasant child 1 for since I spake against him, I do earnestly remember him still: therefore My bowels are troubled for him; I
will surely have mercy upon him, saith the Lord" (Jer. xxxi. 20)(lh, how precious, at times, are these and kindred passages! And then
comes the appeal, in response-cc Doubtless Thou art our Father,
though Abraham be ignorant of us, and Israel acknowledge us not:
Thou, 0 Lord, art our Father, our Redeemer; Thy name is from
everlasting." " But now, 0 Lord, Thou art our Father; we are the clay,
and Thou our Potter; and we all are the work of Thy hand. Be r:ot
wroth very sore, 0 Lord, neither remember iniquity for ever: behold,
see, we beseech Thee, we are all Thy people" (Isa. Ixiii. 16; lxiv. 8, D).
At such times, the Lord becomes increasingly precious-yea, more
so than even in former days, because we are witnesses of His faithfulness, Hi> unchangeableness, His pity, forbearance, long-suffering.
Hence the love is drawn out. We admire, and praise, and adore.
Ah! at such times and seasons, it would seem easy to bleed and die
for Him. He is felt to be worthy of all that we, as poor creatures,
~an surrender or sacrifice.
In all the fulness of one's heart, one can
at such times exclaim" Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small ;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all."
3. We can perfectly understand, dear sister, your dread of the two
extremes-Arminianism and Antinomianism.
vVell might you be
shocked at such a statement as the Lord's "increasing our sins for
the purpose of comforting us on every side." It was a fearful
assertion. We are bound to say that the Lord will not connive at
sin, nor suffer His dear children to trifle with it. His language is"Do not that abominable thing that I hate." 1£ they disregard
this injunction, the Lord, in very faithfulness, will make them smart
for it. They will find to their cost tllat it is "an evil and a bitter
thing to sin against the Lord." He will fulfil His word to the very
letter, "1£ My children forsake My law, and keep not My commandments, I will visit their sins with a rod, and their iniquities with stripes;
nevertheless, My loving-kindness will I not utterly take from him,
nor suffer My faithfulness to fail." We have often quoted the remarkand sure we are of its correctness-that "if the sins of a believer
do not bring him into hell, they will bring a hell into his soul." And
we contend that they will never need a worse hell than that.
Moreover, equally certain we are that, so far from the continuance or
prolongation of pilgrimage begetting indifference to chastisement,
because of its repetition, or from the habit of forgiveness or reconciliation, the older the believer grows, and the nearor the close of his
race, the more intense will be his hatred of sin, and the greater his
dread of being in the leastwise left to the intriguos 01' dominion of
£61f, Satan, or the world. Now, with all that wo feel or fear, we
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here take our stand, as upon a rock-firm, immoveable, thoroughly at
a point-that a child of God cannot-will not-dare not-make light
of sin, or trifle with iniquity. No; a thousand times no! The longerhe lives, the more importunate will be his cry, "Who can understand
his errors 1 Cleanse Thou me from secret faults. Keep back Thy servant
also from presumptuous sins: let them not have dominion over me."
Moreover, with what fervour does he cry, again in the language of
the Psalmist, "Search me, 0 God, and know my heart: try me, and
know my thoughts: and see if there be any wicked way in me, and
lead me in the way everlasting" (Psa. cxxxix. 23, 24).
4. We are thankful, dear sister, for that expression in your letter,
"a misspent life." Oh, who of us that have some little insight into
the deceitfulness and desperate wickedness of the human heart, but
must fall under the self-same charge 1 Well has it been said, "A
guilty conscience needs no accuser." It does not require open sin
nor flagrant transgression to constitute a sinner.
It is the heart-sins,
the backslidings in thought, and wish, and desire. We have been
wont to say that mental iniquity is, in a certain sense, more heinous in
God's sight than actual or positive sin or transgression j and for this
reason. We know that the omniscience of J ehovah, in His 'Word or law,
extends to or embraces the thoughts or intents of the heart. If,
therefore, with this knowledge, there is the indulgence of a course of
numtal sin or iniquity-the which we would not, for worlds, have our
fellow-creature to know or perceive-does not that mental yielding or
indulgence imply that we are more concerned for the opinion of man
than for the discountenance or displeasure of God 1
There is, however, another and a heart-cheering light in which to
view the matter of our ceaseless and uninterrupted frailties, infirmities,
sins, and shortcomings. It is, that the Lord foresaw and provided
against alL Oh, how often we remind Him of His own word, "I
knew that thou wouldest be called a transgressor from the womb."
We tell Him that, in His infinite wisdom and absolute fore-knowledge,
He needed not to try experiments. He knew beforehand all we should
be and all we should do.
Moreover, a sense of our own sinfulness and shortcomings brings
more blessedly into the foreground His OWll gracious statement"Not for your sakes, but for Mine holy name's sake, have I done this."
And does it not the more fully ratify and confirm the precious fact that
"it is not for works of righteousness which we have done, but of His
mercy He hath saved us, by the washing of regeneration and renewing
of the Holy Ghost" 1 Do we not the more exult in the glorious verity,
"By grace are ye saved, through faith; and that not of yourselves:
it is the gift of God; not of works, lest any man should boast" 1
Ah! dear sister, forty or fifty or sixty years ago, some of us had a
glimpse of these things. To a certain extent they were theories then,
but they are l'ealit'ies now!
Once again, in regard to your expression-" a misspent life "-oh, does
not the feeling of our manifold sins and shortcomings, in thought and
word and deed, as bearing upon the every day and hour of our
sojourn in this vale of tears, afford us a practical insight into, and
a corresponding sympathy with, the acknowledgment of the dear old
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patriarch Jacob, when, in reply to Pharaoh's inquiry, "How old art
thou 1" he said, "Few and evil have the days of the years of my
life been, and have not attained unto the days of the years of the
life of my fathers in the days of their pilgrimage '1 1 (Gen. xlvii. n.)
And what follows but a corresponding admiring and adoring recognition of the wondrous love, the boundless mercy, the astounding
goodness, the marvellous patience, forbearance, and long-suffering, of
our covenant God and Father in Christ 1 Has not all we have
seen, felt, and known on our wilderness travel, brought us exultingly
-to exclaim, "Oh, the depths of the riches both of the wisdom and
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments, and His
ways past finding out" 1
Well, dear sister, as you are in advance of us in point of years,
and may, therefore, probably be called hence before us, we will close
our remarks in the language of the poet"Such Jesus is, and such His love;
Oh, may He smile on you!
And tell Him, when you see His face,
We long to see Him too."
THE EDITOR.
DAYS OF

DARKNESS; OR, "AM I RIGHT 1 "

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR DR. DOUDNEY AND VALUED FRIEND,-I have long taken
blame to myself for not putting into execution a prot:tiise I had made
you, namely, of sending you a written account of one of the many
interesting incidents of that terrible and stirring time, the" Commune
de Paris." I now send you the story of my being forced, at the point
of the bayonet, to march at the head of two battalions of Communistic
soldiers, at ten o'clock, under a brilliant moon such as is never seen in
dear old England. You can make any alterations you like-curtail, or
change mode of expression as would be suitable; only the conversation and replies of the men could not, of course, be altered.
I also thought you might like to sec a letter which I wrote to a
friend, in reply to a letter of sympathy, at the time that it pleased
God to visit me with my terrible bereavement. I received over three
hundred letters of condolence, so much was my precious husband
beloved; and, finding it impossible to reply to them all, I took this
detter, just as I had written it, to a friend, and had it lithographed
{or all the others.'\'
.
You will find enclosed a cheque for £2, partly to pay a debt which
I feel I owe you, although you wished to make me always your clebtor,
for you gave me, when I was last at your house, "Retracings and
Renewings," also "Fifty Years in the Church of Rome "-an auto..
biography of Father Chiniquy; and the remainder to be spent as you
please, in sending books or tracts of your own to needy folk, 01' in any
way you like. I wish I were able to send ten times the amount, as I
myself have received so great benefit in the repeated perusal of your
valuable writings.
• See page 322.
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I should be glad if you would send by post" Heart-Breathings" to
Miss LATTEl~, care of Mrs. TANDY, 4.3, West Cromwell Road, South
Kensington, S. W., London. She is aged sixty-six, very infirm, anxious
to be able to "read her title clear," but going on without the full
·assurance which she and I also need.
For many years I thought I walked in the light of God's countenance. I thought I was safe for heaven. But ever since my precious
husband's death, a cloud has been over me. My evidences are gone,
and I fear lest all my former faith (as I thought it) may have been
-delusion. Again, I sometimes fear lest I may be nursing unbelief, and
·encouraging Satan. I fear lest I may bring myself into a state of
.despair. Then I often think it may be, I do not give sufficiently long
periods to private prayer and fasting, though I am continually lifting up
my supplications to the Lord-so much so that a little grandchild, who
is with mc, said of his own accord, "How often you pray! I hear you
when you are writing, and when you are working; and when you are
~n bed I hear you praying." This was the child's own observation,
.and I have been more careful since not to speak aloud. I was not
aware anyone could hear my ejaculatory prayer. But for all that, I
,think that may be my chief fault. Well, I know not where. All I can
.truly say is, "Woe is me, for the whole head is sick, and the whole
heart is faint!"
Am I right, or am I wrong, in saying, "I want the Lord to say,
< Go in peace'; or, 'Thy sins be forgiven' " 1 I thought and believed He
had, years ago; but that is past, and I have no comfort in eating of
that old manna. I want it renewed. Is this dictating to God 1 Do,
-dear friend, tell me. Think not that I am looking to my own
righteousness-not at all! I feel myself as utterly without anything
to offer to the Lord, as Ezekiel describes the wretched infant cast
{)ut in the open field-my works, prayers, desires towards the Lord,
·as filthy rags, as saith Isaiah.
Now yOll know my state. If you can, pray for me, and all my
-children and grandchildren, that we may, in that day, th3 great day,
find our souls "bound in the bundle of life with the Lord our
God."

May the dear Lord abundantly bless you, dear and honoured friend,
in your own soul, and in your message to His people.
Yours, with respect and affection in our Lord and Saviour,
Switzerlan!l.
J. A. FORBEs.
P.S. -Can you tell me where to find a dear old hymn, with the
following verse, which I believe was the second or third verse 1 I
have unfortunately forgotten the first verse, and so cannot get hold
{)f the hymn. If you do not know it, some of your readers of this
Magazine or Old JOWtthan might send it you"Manasseh, Paul, and Magdalene
Were pardoned all by Thee :
I read it, and believe it, Lord,
For Thou hast pardoned me."

I, and several of my contemporaries, remember this verse only, and
.cannot find it in any modern hymnal.-J. A. F.
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1. We have read with intense interest the particulars with which
our dear friend has favoured us, in regard to that marvellous scene in
Paris, and to which we had listened, years ago, from her own lips_
The delay in the furnishing it for the press, as so long since expressed
on our part, is no doubt of God. It has come in His time, which
is always the right time. It will appear (D.Y.) in the Old Jonrtlhan forJune, with a tew passing comments, in admiration of the marvellously
displayed hand of our God. If we did not know something of
the human heart, and what the power of unbelief, and the effects of
clouds and darkness of mind, we should say to our beloved and S0
deeply-exercised sister in the Lord, "Why, how can you ever doubt
His care, or call in question His faithfulness and divine all-sufficiency,
in the face of all that you have personally seen and so specially
realized?" You, of all persons, have a perfect right to exclaim, " By this I
know that Thou favourest me, because mine enemy doth not triumph over
me." Moreover, can the Lord overlook, or be unmindful of, such a
clear, bold, Scriptural adv.ocacy of the truth as you were enabled, especially under such perilous circumstances, to give? Impossible! If Hot
so much as a cup of cold water only, given in the name of a diseiplE',
shall in no wise lose its reward, most assuredly such a declaration of
the Gospel, in its simplicity and purity, must have had the divine
approval. What could more clearly bespeak this than the marvellou&
protecting and delivering hand of the Most High on behalf of His sobold and courageous handmaid?
But now, dear troubled one, we will (as the Lord may enable) seek
to examine your case, in some few particulars. And, first, let us express our belief that, if the Lord the Spirit had not divinely quickened
your previously dead soul, we believe you never would have sat under
the preached Word with that intensely ardent look and evident spiritual
hunger and thirst for the bread and water of life which we have personally witnessed. Many years have passed away since the two or
three occasions to which we allude, but time has never erased the·
impressions then made upon our own mind, in regard to that marked
solicitude.
2. We would remind you that your case, with its complicated aml
deep exercises, is by no means rare or singular. Remember it is recorded
that "the days of darkness shall be many"; and most thoroughly persuaded we are that, in the present so delusive and dangerous times,
the Lord sees fit to restrain His own pe::>ple from uniting in the many
deceptive aJ'ld destructive pursuits and practices of the so-called religious
world, by visiting them with care and anxiety of some sort or other,
in order that they should not unite with the giddy multitude in theirsupposed and pretentious work for the Lord, which begins and is
carried on in the ser.sational and superficial; which lacks true spiritual
heartfeltedness and real internal tone and power, such as that exprosse<l
by the Psalmist, where he says, "Thou desirest truth in tho 'inwt'nl
parts, and in the hidden part Thou shalt make mE' to know wisdom."
Oh, where and when, upon the part of such, do wo now hear the
earnest and importunate cry, "Search me, 0 God, anJ know my heart ~
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try me, and know my thoughts; and see if there be any wicked way in
me, and lead me in the way everlasting" ? This kind of thing is thought
to belong to a by-gone period, and to a strange and pecaliar people, who
lacked the light, the intelligence, the attainments, of the present boasted
and self-sufficient and self-satisfied age. Alas! alas! however, where
will this superficial, easy-going, "taking things for granted," species of
so-called religion end 1 Where but in dire and (unless the Lord
mercifully interposes) irremediable destruction 1 Oh, how far better to
be among the seeking and the sorrowful ones, than the captivated and
ensnared, who, in a spiritual and saving point of view, "know not their
right hand from their left "-such as have never gone into the strippingroom, to have "the filthy garments" taken from them, as we read of
Joshua, in the third chapter of Zechariah, in order to be "clothed with
change of raiment" ; or with Hannah, in her love.song (1 Sam. ii.)"The Lord killeth and maketh alive; He bringeth down, and He raiseth
up; He woundeth, and His hands make whole."
Now, all this, dear sister, the Lord Himself is teaching you; and we
may say of you, as the Apostle Peter testifies, in the fourth chapter
of his first Epistle-" Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery
trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto
you: but rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings;
that, when His glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with
exceeding joy" (vel'. 12, 13).
3. You say, " I often think it may be, I do not give sufficiently long
periods to private prayer and fasting." Now, dear sister, we candidly
tell you that, if this is absolutely needed, in the common acceptation of the
term, and according to the practices of the many religious professors of
the day, we are ottt of the secret, and OU?' many yectrs' pTojession is a delusion
and a farce! We have again and again taken shame to ourselves, when
we have heard of certain men spending hours upon their knees in prayer
and meditation. We can't do it. Physically we are unable; therefore,.
if it be absolutely and indispensably necessary, we aTe undone-ott?' fate
is sealed. As a rule, when we bend the knee, such are our sensations
at the heart-it may be from its weak action, fatty degeneration, or
our stout framework, bodily-that we feel virtually void of the very
semblance of devotion. It seems a mockery and an insult to the great
Searcher of hearts. And yet, in spite of these exercises-and the Lord
knows what a trial they are to us-if we go a quarter or half-an-hour
anyone day, without a mental uplifting of heart to the Lord-a going
to and fro to Jesus in thoughts, feelings, sighs, cries, and sometimes
tears-we seem out of place; we feel as strangers, wanderers. There is
sensibly a something wrong. Personally, we are most alienated from
the world, and most in communion with our God, and most occupied
with the divine and imperishable realities of vast eternity, when in the
-very midst of the busy scenes and activities of life! We have rarely had
sweeter communion with God, or realized more His presence or His
power, than in the crowded streets of the great London. Our eyes
are at this moment suffused with tears, as we reflect upon the times
anJ seasons we have experienced when in the very midst of business
perplexities and intense anxieties, but, at the same time, with such access.
at the throne and appeals at the mercy-seat. Ah! what would we often
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give to have such seasons now 1 They are past and gone, and in vain
·do we seek for a renewal and revival. We are professedly and entirely
in the Lord's service, with seemingly marvellous opportunities for work
,and usefulness; but, alas! we have not now what we had then. Could
we have foreseen then our exact position now, we should have cried
.cc Shame! shame!" to ourselves for our present heartlessness, and lukewarmness, and stoicism, and creature cleaving.
In proof of this, we would ask you to turn to our book, " Conve?'salions by the Way between Two Pilgrims."
That work was written
more than forty years ago, when, at the time, we were under business
.pressure and manifold deep trials and exercises. We could no more
write now as we did then, than talk fluently in a language a syllable of
which we had never previously heard. We WEEP over now what we
wrote then. Will not this fact tend, therefore, to throw some little
light upon your own pathway 1 Remember, the Lord does not fritter
away His gifts. They are too precious to be wasted. It is in the
.depths we need sustaining, and in the depths we shall, to all intents
.and purposes, have it, because our God is true to His word, and will
fulfil His promise, "As thy days, so shall thy strength be."
4. Again, if fasting be necessary-if it be a sine qua non in true and
vital godliness-we say we are wide of the mark-we are out of
that secret which is with them that fear the Lord-for we cannot fast,
in the common idea of fasting. We did so on one solitary occasionone day of our long life-and but one ! We have ever been wont to
consider that day's fasting a fa?'ce! When engaged in preparing for the
press the memorable letters of the blessed RUTH BRYAN, we objected to
the parts touching upon her personal fasting. We said it would be a
.stumbling-block to many a dear child of God, and so it proved. When
we speak thus of fast'ing, we speak of it in a restricted and limited
sense. We are by no means advocates for the indulgence of the flesh,
in a yielding to the appetite or relish for what is termed rich or
savoury food, and that, perhaps, to a large and extravagant extent.
This is "sowing to the flesh," and, as a consequence, must lead to the
"reaping of corruption."
We see little, if any, difference in such
indulgence, from yielding to intemperance, in the gratifying the thirst for
strong and intoxicating drinks. Both the one and the other, we repeat,
are "sowing to the fiesh," and must, sooner or later, be attended with
painful results. But the absolute abstaining from all food or simple
nourishmen t for so many hours together is a very different, and we venture
to think, a most undesirable, proceeding. In our own case, as already
intimated, it would tend to stifle rather than stimulate to true spiritual
devotion. It would divert, rather than d'irect, thoughts God ward and
heavenwa,rd. We should be thinking more of what we were dep?'ived,
instead of what we desired.
We should thus be sowing more to
the flesh than to the Spirit. vVe have no wish whatever to set up
·ourselves for others to imitate, but merely testify of facts in a per.sonal point of view, and express our opinion that all such practices, as
far as we ourselves are concerned, would be justly pronounced as merely
." will-wo?'ship "-of the creature, rather than of the LorJ.-from beneath
,i.nstead of from above.
5. Ah! dear sister, not merely the little child, but the Lord God of
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Sabaoth, heard-and does continue to hear-those ejaculatory prayers.
Dh, if we were to be deprived of such-if the heart-cries, the soul-appeals,
the" Lord, help!" "Lord, appear!" "Lord, guide!" "Lord, support!"
." Lord, lead!" "Lord, defend!" "Lord, deliver!" "Lord, sustain,
uphold, direct!" "Lord, protect now and at all times, whether asked
at the time or not! "-we say, if these heart-cries, these soul-appeals,
these lookings and longings, sighs and cries, groans and tears, were to
be stifled, suppressed, finally and for ever crushed, we know not what
would become of us. It constitutes part of our daily life. It is an
essential ingredient in our very being. It is incorporated in our inmost
·existence. If we could not "walk and talk with our God" in this way,
simple and unworthy as it may be, we should be wretched and miserable
·to the very last degree. It is our mode of life, day and night, and
that from week to week, month to month, year to year! Hence, blessed
be His name, when we go hence, Jesus and ourselves will be no
.strangers. Oh, no; (as dear old Mr. GADSBY used to exclaim, "Honours
crown His sacred brow!") we shall know Him the moment we see
Him, as our kind, loving, gracious, all-sufficient, ever-present Leader,
Guardian, Guide, Supporter, and Deliverer, in the wilderness that we
.shall then just have left, and, in the fulness of our own heart, exclaim,
«La, this is 'our God; we have waited for Him, and He will save us.
This is the Lord; we have waited for Him; we will be glad and
l'ejoice iu His salvation."
G. You ask, "Am I right, or am I wrong, in saying, I want the
L01'Cl to say, 'Go in peace,' or, 'Thy sins be forgiven thee' 1" We are
very glad, dear sister, to see that you underscore the words, the Lord.
This bespeaks that no creature nor words of man could suffice. No,
;no; you want the Lord-yea, the Lord Himself-to be the Speaker and
the Doer! Ah! yes; this is right. This is Scriptural. This is
in sweet accordance with the Psalmist's so personal-so direct-so
fervent-appeal, "Say unto my soul, I am thy salvation."
7. Mark this-it is as much the work of the Holy Ghost to cause
'you to realize your own destitution and defilement,' as you express in
Ezekiel's representation of being "cast out in the open field," or as
in regard to Isaiah's testimony, with respect to the" filthy rags," as it
is to onable a poor sinner, in due time and in due course, to exclaim,
"The Lord liveth; and blessed be my l~ock; and let the God of my
salvation be exalted."
But now, dear sister, lest you should imagine, in anything we have
.advanced, we have taken too high ground, and soared over your head,
or that personally we are strangers to your present exercises and soulanguish and travail, we will add a jotting which the eye happened
most casually to fall upon within half-an-hour of receiving your welcome
epistle. Read it, and see whether there is no heart-echo-no mental
response-no indication of the self-same pathway, and the like hoping
and fearing, pleas and entreaties 1 Is there no personal, practical
understanding 1 Doth the writer deal in parables, as far as ym. are
-concerned 1 We trow not:Southsea, Februa1'Y 19th, 1887.
Just about to return to Bristol, after a visit here of nearly three
weeks, during which I have been kept almost entirely to the house,
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with the doctor in daily attendance, my throat having been so affected.
My spirits have been depressed beyond all that I can express. The
cutting east winds and gloomy weather no doubt have contributed to
the depression. I pray God, however, that I may have learnt the allimportant lesson of "contentment with such things as we have," in
connection with this visit. I had for some time been anxious for it.
From the state of my health before we left home, it seemed desirable;
but oh, sad has been my heart, for most part, during our stay here t
How have I longed for the realization of the Lord's presence, and the
sweet assurance of His favour! He has seemed to stand so aloof. He
has appeared to "shut out my prayer."
"The Comforter that should
relieve my soul" has, in very deed, appeared "so far from me."
I was struck this morning with the fact that, after much anxious
wrestling during the night-season, and after reminding the Lord upon
my knees this morning that He "giveth songs in the night," and
after beseeching Him to give journeying mercies, an old-fashioned tune
came most unexpectedly to the mind, aceompanied by the words" Come ye that love the Lord,
And let your joys be known," &c.
My heart seemed at once set in tune, as verse after verse passed
throngh the mind. It led me, moreover, to hope that it was a kind
sign and love-token that the Lord would mercifi;lly appear; that He
would vouchsafe juurneying mercies; that we should reach home in
lafety; and that, upon arrival there, we should indeed have cause for
renewed praise and thanl{sgiving.
The circnmstances uncleI' which we return are somewhat peculiar,
and not a little anxious, as far as I am concerned, inasmuch as the
doctor says that my throat is in such a delicate state that I must
preach but very little. This is indeed a prospective trial, because it is
whilst preaching that I am led out of, and off from, self, and that my
own soul is watered and refreshed. Oh, how intense has been my
depression here whilst shut up in self, and shut out of the sweet ordinances of the sanctuary! What a dreary, desolate state has my poor
soul been in !
Oh, that the Lord may be better to me than all my fears! Amen,
amen.
D.
Finally, then, dear anxious one, we would say, "'vVait on the Lord;
be of good courage, and He shall strengthen thine heart; wait, I
say, on the Lord." We exult in the truth expressed by the poet"The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose,
He'll never-no, never-desert to his foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavour to shake,
He'll never-no, never-llO, never forsake."
THE EDITOR.

GOD'S children are not all chastened with the same ?'Od, but they are
all chasteliled by the same hand. They are not all corrected in the
same way, but they are all corrected by the same wise, holy, and loving
Father.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Edit01' of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR FRIEND,-The 2,050 little books from your Printing Nllrsery duly came to hand, carriage paid, for which I heartily thank JOU
and all kind friends. The 167 parcels which we had the privilege of
sending off at the beginning of April, were greatly enriched by this
supply. It is truly encouraging the many testimonies we continue to
receive of this good work in various partG or the world, and to watch
the way the Lord provides for its necessary means.
Last July, when speaking at a public meeting in Northampton, I
narrated my own conversion in a military hospital, at Gibraltar, when
Mr. GEORGE HOLMES, of the Soldiers' Institute at that station, arose in
the most unexpected way, and corroborated my remarks, stating that
he had just arrived in England on leave of absence, and that his last
labour of love in that hospital was, to give a copy of my " Recollections
of Gibraltar" to a soldier who had lain for six months in the very bed
where I vras brought to know the Lord so many years ago.
"Soldiers' Institute, Gibmltar, April 4th, 1887.
"DEAR MR. BRIDER,-I am at last attempting a letter to you, and
beg to thank you for the monthly parcels of reading. After I receive
them, they are scattered still further abroad, winged with prayer that
'God will graciously use them for His glory.
"Do you ever contemplate coming out to Gibraltar 1 Our new
Institute will be opened about OctOQer (D. V.). Should you, after that
date, think of visiting the scene of your former experiences, I should
be most happy to entertain you, and also arrange for some meetings, if
you wished it.
" I enclose a cutting out of the week's garrison orders, which may be
interesting to you. I wish they would do the same with them all.
[See page 7, 'Recollections of Gibraltar'] :'" Old of Bounds.-H.E. the General Commanding has been pleased
to direct that the tavern situated near Buena Vista Barracks, known
as the" New Found Out," be placed out of bounds for the military for
(me month from to-morrow, inclusive.'
"Please accept the enclosed crumb of five shillings for your good
work.
"Believe me, your fellow-labourer,
"GEO. HOLlVIES."
I have received seventy-four copies of your little work, Faith's P1'ovince
and Privilege,. 01', Look Up. "4' I could wish that you had it in your
power to send me one thousand copies of the excellent work, as it is
so well suited, I consider, for use in this Mission. The print being
large, and the title so familiar to every redcoat and bluejacket, it is
admirably adapted for circulation in the hospitals, lower deck, and
barrack-room.
Yours sincerely,
CHARLES BRIDER.
Old Gaol Chapel, Sal'isbur?f, April 19th, 1887.
The title of the new edition of this work is now changed to LOi)ks To and From
The size of the type in which
the book is printed renders it so well adapted for the sick and aged.-ED.
«

Jesus,. the Sinne,"s Refuge, Rest, and Ref,·cslling.
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ASSOCIATIONS AND ANTICIPATIONS.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.

DEAR SIR,-Though an isolated one, I am pleased with those writers
in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE that give proof that they cannot manage
themselves or their own affairs.
This is Saturday-Anticipation Day-often a bewildering day. I have
a slight taste of what is recorded on that head. I am alone much;
should like to walk round a farm with such a man as "G. C."
I was afraid of losing my own beloved correspondent, Mrs. C--, of
Oakham-the one signed "Elizabeth," in your book, " Credentials, Call,
and Claims of the Christian Ministry." She was one in spirit with
your Miss ROYCE. She has been very ill, and laid very prostrate for
some time, but I have had a sweet letter from her this morning.
Before her illness she was much favoured with a hymn of B~;RRIDGE'S
1113, "Gadsby's Selection "-" How watchful is the loving Lord," &c"
and was favoured much in soul for about a fortnight. Then clouds
generally began to gather, and the foe began to assault; but, however,
she is now in a fair way of restoration, according to her letter of this.
morning, which I feel a great favour, for I am an" owl in the desert."
Isaiah xxvii. 12, has been much my food during the year that is past.
But what amalgamation, confusion, &c., is everywhere manifest in the
Church and the world!
The poor scribbler and the "Elizabeth" held dear Mr. DENSHAJ\1 in
high esteem, but the righteous are removed hence, and scornel'S rise
up in their room. But the Lord reigneth above atheism and Popery,
and all things are the believer's. But faith is fearfully tried, and the
tried believer can't believe without the Spirit of power realized. Poor
Zion and the disordered world !
But I am taking too much liberty. Do pardon
Yours in the bonds of the Gospel,
Leiceste1'.
J. T. B.
[We rejoice that the beloved" Elizabeth " is in measuriJ restored, and'
pray, if the Lord's will, she may be spared, in order to bear her testimony to divine faithfulness and all-sufficiency.
Dear Miss ROYCE
leaves savoury memories. She has long been among the gathered
ones-safe, safe in the heavenly garner; fre8d-for ever freed-from
all the storms and tempests of the ofttimes seemingly trackless as well
as mighty ocean. vVe have read with interest the hymn of which you
speak. How the savour "Elizabeth" felt proves the forewarning, as
the forearming, which the Lord vouchsafes as preparatory and indicative
of coming trial. He never wastes or fritters away His gifts. They are
too precious to be sacrificed for naught. Well, dear brother, amid all
the sufferings and the sorrows-the buffetings and the bereavementshow satisfactory is the thought that "they without us should not be
made perfect." vVhat a mercy that if, in order to bring about the
"Father, I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with
Me where I am," He had need lof them, so in like manner "He
hath need of 1,S also."-ED.]
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OLD AGE AND INFIRMITY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Maga,zine.
DEAR DR, DOUDNEY,-Just eking out our few remaining days,.
feeling much inward sinkings, so affecting the physical system that
ofttimes I imagine the end very near; but having been only a hangeron so many years-daily kept, not only a poor pensioner for divine
support, but obliged to cry unto the Lord with our burden of fears.
and multiplied cares. Surely the cross meaus the cross, and the trial
of faith the utmost strain upon patience and hope.
If spared to see the 8th of May, it will be the fortieth anniversary
of my marriage with the dear one, now nearly eight years gone before,
and entered into "the rest that remaineth for the people of God."
Our days will soon be ended, and our spirit be for ever landed where
endless joys abound.
May the chiefest blessings crown your declining days, and every
needed support be granted to you for all your labours of love and\
arduous undertakings in the cause of truth. So prays,
Yours, an expectant waiter for the Master's call,
Yeovil, April, 1887.
JOHN BARBER.
REPLY.

In reply to yours, dear fellow-traveller and brother in the Lord, we
may inform you that, "if spared till the 6th of May, we shall see the
fifty-third anniversary of our marriage with the dear one, now nearly
forty-six years gOlle before, and entered into the 'rest that remaineth
for the people of God.''' In proof, however, of the little knowledge we
have of the Lord's purpose, or insight into His dealings, the impression upon that loved one's mind was, that we should ve1'y soon follow heT.'
Hence she had not the least idea that, as far as we were concerned, we
had not as yet reached haIf across the wilderness we were destined so·
many years to traverse.
Well do we know what that physical prostration is of which you,
speak, dear brother.
We could sometimes weep under the feeling of
weaTiness of which we are the subject, and which compels us to cry to
the Strong for strength; and oh, how constantly does it call forth the
heart-cry, "Cast me not off in the time of old age; forsake me not
when my strength faileth!"
With respect to the sense of sinnership, and the" burden of fears and
multiplied cares," how much better, dear ,friend, to have to encounter this.
soul-travail and anguish, than to be under the influence of such awful
delusion as that of which a friend spoke to us within the last two hours.
Being on a visit to the north of England, lately, he embraced the opportunity for attending a meeting of the so-called Salvation Army. In the
opening prayer the one who was mouthpiece for the rest "thanked
God that He had rooted out the very seeds of sin in them"; and another,
with a Bible in his hand, pointing to the cover, said, "If powder were
laid upon this, and set a light to, you know what would follow"; but, suiting the action to the word, and sweeping off the supposed powder from
the cover, he said" it could do him no harm." "Now," he added, ., this
is just what Christ has done"; intimating that He had swept the Whole
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<of sin away, and, consequently, that there was none left. Now, need
we say, can anything be more directly contrary to the "law and the
ttestimony," or opposed to the daily experience of the dear children of
'God 1 We contend, and long have contended, that the ad herents to that
noisy and boastful system are under a fatal delusion. We long have felt,
and still do feel, that when that farcical, pretentious, so-called religion
has seen its day, its hapless votaries will lapse into a pitiable state
;indeed, so that the sacred VVord shall be painfully verified, "The last
:state of that man is worse than the first." No sin, indeed! What,
then, made the Apostle to declare, " We that are in this tabernacle do
:groan, being burdened"1 And how is it that the dear children of God,
in spite of their knowledge of sonship, are the subjects of sorr')w and
~nguish 1 Is it simply because of the trials and afflictions of the wilderness 1 By no means. Their chief source of lamentation and mourning
and woe is themselves! They know, by bitter experience, the plague of
their own hearts. They mourn over their coldness and carnality-their
'Want of zeal, and love, and devotedness to Him who, notwithstanding
all, is, nevertheless, "the Chiefest among ten thousand. "-yea, "the
altogether lovely." As the poet says"We sigh from this body of sin to be free,
·Which hinders our joy and communion with Thee."

Again, instead of noise and tumult and fleshly boast, it is with the
Lord's own secret ones-His divinely quickened and sovereignly and
savingly enlightened-as another hymn-writcr says"In secret silence of the mind,
My God, and there my heaven, I find."

Moreover, there was One-and only One-that could say, "The prince
()f this world cometh, and hath nothing in Me." The Lord of life n,nd
glory-the God-Man Christ Jesus-was the only One that could ever
adopt such language.
THE EDITOR.
TEACHING AND TESTIMONY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR FRIEND,-You have caused me much pleasure in sending
me Yo<1r dear book, "Led and Fed." It drew out fresh praises to my
gracious God that He caused you to think, and send it to me. The
title has been with me ever since you made the announcement, and has
been a great comfort in my heart both by day and night these many
w<oeks past that I have been laid by. Who can testify more than I can
'Of God's great goodness and mercy, in being led and fed? Bless His
holy name, no words can express the feelings of my heart towards Him
for His great mercies to me. But what a mercy He knows the desire3
of the heart !
You know a little of the path I have had to pass through, but He
brought me by the right way, sanctifying each trial for my good.
He sought me out very young, and I can feel, in looking all the way
back to 1826, He has never left me-yet for years not feeling the
assurance of it-but in His own time, which is a time never to be
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forgotten, He caused my hearb bo rejoice wibh "I will never leave
thee; I will never forsake thee"; and He has made me to feel He never
will, however dark and mysterious the paUl-to feel He is the same
faithful God at all times. I very often say to the dear ones who love
Him, "Never despair. Whatever the trial, He is able to do far more
than we can ask or think. His name is 'Wonderful, Oounsellor, the
Mighty God.'''
I do thank you, and may you realize more and more those rich and
precious consolations which cheer and make the heart glad in Him who
is our All in all, a precious Jesus.
I do realize many rich blessings in reading the GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
and am often "lost in wonder, love, and praise"-a nice spot to be in.
My soul loves it. Bless His holy name!
My kind love to dear Mrs. DOUDNEY, and also to yourself.
Believe me, yours affectionately,
Stockwell, March 31'd, 1887.
T. J.
OOMPARING NOTES.
To the Ed'itor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR BROTH8R,-Allow me, as one who has had perhaps as long,
if not longer, acquaintance with you than most of your numerous
correspondents, to congratulate you on passing your seventy-sixbh milestone on the journey of life.
Memory carries me back to when two young men were walking from
Zion Ohapel, and crossing Waterloo Bridge, the one telling the other of
bereavements, difficulties, trials, and exercises. That exercised one little
thoughb what his God and Father was preparing for him, or the usefulness his after-life would be among the Lord's redeemed and eternallyloved children. The Lord has indeed honoured you, by calling you,
not only by His sovereign grace, but to the work of the ministry-an
ambassador of the King of kings-the highest digniby a mortal can
have on earbh. And not only so, but for well-nigh half-a-centnry as the
Edibor of a Magazine pre-eminenb for its advocacy of the glorious
dOcbrines of free and sovereign grace, and its exposure of heresy, whebher
in Popish abominabion, man's free-will, human merit, or the abounding
errors of the day in which we live. And, although your advancing age
and growing infirmities may call for less effort than formerly, I sincerely
hope your life and usefulness may yet be spared a few years longer,
and when the Lord is pleased to say, "Ohild, come up higher, and
you shall enter inbo the joy of your Lord," that your mantle shall fall
on one who will conduct the GOSPEL MAGAZINE as ably, as consifltently,
as lovingly, as you have been enabled to do.
I wribe not thus to flatter (I love my brother too well), but as an
instrument in the Lord's hand, remembering, as dear TOPLADY has it,
"I never thank my pen; ib is but an instrumenb." And so the Lord's sent
servanbs are but as tools, so to speak, whereby He works His own divine
purposes among the children of men; but still the instrument is loved.
I have just passed my seventieth mile-stone, bnt what a contrasbyours, :lll active life of usefulness; mine, beyond an ordinary business
Y
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career, unprofitable, useless, but still clinging to the hope that, as a poor
law and self-condemned sinner, trusting alone to the precious, precious
blood and righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ, I shall gar,e upon
the King in His glory, and hear the sweet welcome, "Come, ye blessed
of My Father, enter the kingdom prepared for you from before the
foundation of the world."
Yours faithfully,

Eccles.

W. 'V.
THE LATE DR. FORBES.

To the Editor of the Gospel Ma.qazine.
My DEAR FRIEND,-Very many thanks for your kind sympathy in
this my hour of grievous sorrow and bereavement. "The Lord gay
and the Lord hath taken away."
We know it is all gain to my
precious husband. But, alas! al:1s! to me, to all our fnmily, and, as the
Bishop of London writes, to the Church of God at home and abroad,
who will miss and mourn him, the loss is irreparable.
It was beautiful to see how the dear departed one realir,ed in his
own bright experience the soul-sustaining power of the glorious truths
he had for more than forty-two years so earnestly and faithfully taught.
To a friend who had remarked how grand a sight it was to see a man
so true to, and so supported by, the faith of his life, when he lay on
his death-bed, Dr. FORBES replied that it was because it had been
the faith of his life that it had strength to support him now; and that
he hopi;)d his friend might, when his time came to lie facing death, be
as confident as he was in the Saviour in whom he had believed, and
as fearless of death-not because he felt he had served Him faithfully,
but because Christ had clothed him in His righteousness.
With his beautiful face beaming with delight, he repeated those lines
of Bishop HEBER'S-"How glorious must those mansions be,
Where Thy redeemed shall dwell with Thee!
Thy redeemed! Thy redeemed ! "

Again"My longing soul bursts with desire,
Thy blest abode to see," &c.
,e

In that ;-norning I shall rise,
Rejoicing in Thy love."

"As pants the hart for cooling streams,
When heated in the chase," &c.

One evening he repeated, in a sort of rapture, several sentences of the
Te Deum, and added, "Oh, that is a grand psalm! I love that psalm
of praise. Read it to me." To the nurse he said, "The Bible is the
best of books. There is no book like the Bible."
He repeated to himself Ephesians iii. 14-19; and, on my coming up
to him, he said, "I do love that text-I do love that text-the length
and breadth and depth and height of Christ's love to sinners! Oh,
it is surpassing knowledge! It is too wonderful, and cannot be
measured. "
..!
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Another time he said, "This is the day of reception-God's day of
reception-God willing to receive sinners. The only difficulty is in
man. Oh, wonderfully strange! God waits to be gracious-gracious!
He is willing. Only man· is unwilling."
Another time, "I think that text so wonderful-' God commendeth
His love toward us in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for
us.' I should like to have that text on my tombstone."
He often said the only prayer that suited him was the publican's" God, be merciful to me, a sinner!" He frequently repeated hymns
-" Just as I am, without one plea'J; "Rock of Ages, cleft for me" ;
" Jerusalem the golden"; "Jerusalem, my happy home"; "Jesus, Thy
blood and righteousness"; "Far from these narrow scenes of night";
"Jesus, my All, to heaven is gone," &c. His whole soul seemed wrapped
in joy and bliss as he repeated text after text and hymn after hymn.
I must not add more, though I could do so. Indeed, if I were to
tell you the half of my precious husband's bright dying testimonybut what need we of dying testimony 1 His life was a living testimony.
He was indeed a burning and a shining light, holding forth the Word
of life.
Believe me, yours in much sorrow, most sincerely,
Clevedon, Somel'set, 1882.
J. A. FORBEtl.
A LOVING MEMORIAL OF THE LATE REV. SAMUEL
ADAMS, M.A.,
VHJAlt OF THORNTON WITH IlAGWORTH, AND STANTON-UNDER-BAIWON,
LEICESTERSHIRE.
(Continued from page 2'10.)

HIS title for orders was the curacy of Newton Blossomville, a small
parish in Buckinghamshire, on the borders of Bedfordshire, a few
miles from Olney. It was necessary that the testimonials should be
signed by three clergymen beneficed in the diocese. Two readily
agreed, but on presenting the documents to the Vicar of Olney, he
absolutely refused, and although the inconvenience to all concerned
was represented to him, it being imperative that the papers should go
off that afternoon, he would not yield, but said, "I cannot do it,
Samuel. I cannot help to get any man into the Church who is an
Antinomian." This professed preacher of the Gospel carried his hatred
of the doctrine that the law is not the believer's rule of life to such
an extent as to refuse the elements of bread and wine at the Lord's
table to the godly father of the subject of this sketch, and in the
clerical meetings held by the more serious clergy in that neighbourhood, would constantly dwell on the error and falsity (as he was pleased
to term it) of Antinomianism. Anyone who loved the writings of
Mr. HUNTINGTON, and who had the courage to defend them, as precious
to the soul and conducive to its peace, was branded as a monster of
impiety and ungodliness. It is hardly necessary to say that Mr.
ADAl\IS was compelled to withdraw from such assemblies.
To resume. What to do under the circumstances he could not tell.
In sorrow of heart he returned home. But wondrous are the ways of
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the Lord. He hath His way' in the darkness and the storm. He turns
water into wine, and brings life out of death. The family solicitor,
who had obtained the title for him, happened to be at the house, and
to him he related the result of his application. At first the lawyer
was perplexed, but suddenly he exclaimed, "I have it! Mr. - - , of
- - , is to dine with me to-day. He will sign for you if I ask him."
Accordingly the papers were despatched, and, proving satisfadory,
Mr. ADA~{S presented himself to the examining chaplain, who proceeded to examine him in the Greek Testament, and the required
proficiency in Latin. The chaplain, a man of a genial mind and
kindly spirit, was not hard to please. It was the last time of his
filling the office, and he expressed to the candidates the great pleasure
he felt in being able to say that, during the whole time he had
examined, in only one instance had he been compelled to reject a
candidate.
After a short conversation with the Bishop on divinity, he was accepted,
and on Sunday, February 19th, 1826, ordained to the office of a
deacon in the Ohurch of God, by Dr. PELHAM, Bishop of Lincoln,
in the parochial chapel of St. Mary-le-bone. On March 11 th in the
following year, he was ordained presbyter in Ohrist's Oollege Ohapel,
Oambridge, by Dr. KAYE, Master of the Oollege, and successor to
Dr. PELHAM in the see. The curacy of Astwood becoming vacant,
he was licensed to hold it, in conjunction with Newton, on 2nd September, 1828.
His reHsons for preferring the Ohurch of England, stated with mLlch
originality, may interest the reader. They are given in his own words.
"I thank God for having put me into the ministry of the Ohurch of
England, for therein every Lord's Day I read the law and the prophets,
the Psalms, the Gospels, and Epistles. Thus I am led into every
portion of the Holy Scripture. What is the law, but our schoolmaster
unt? Ohrist 1 What are the prophets 1 The Psalms are like the whole
~aIllilr of God, in heaven and in earth, for one part is prayer, which
IS SUItable for the Ohurch below; and the other part is praise, which
is agreeable to the Ohurch above. Thus I am under the Schoolmaster,
wh? teaches me out of His law. I am in the school of the prophets,
whIch is the school of Ohrist, for all the prophets testified of Him;
and I am brought into the elect family of God, the household of faith,
the Mount Zion, the heavenly Jerusalem, 'the spirits of the just made
perfect.' I go to the four Gospels, which are as the rivers of Paradise,
and in the midst of this holy Paradise is the Lord Jesus, the blessed
Tree of eternal life. Last of all, I enjoy the Epistles, which contain
the experience of the whole body, and the evidences of my soul's
salvation. "
~Vitl~ so faithful a defender of the truth of God, and so bold a
mamtalller of the doctrines established at the Reformatiou, it would
be indeed wonderful if he had escaped the odium which all faithful
~en must endure.
A neighbouring rector, high in the esteem of profe~sors, and a great light among them, accused him to the Bishop.
HIS lordship, at his visitation in Newpert Pagnel Ohurch, called him
up before the assembled clergy, but Mr. ADAMS was enabled to clear
hImself so thoroughly to the Bishop's satisfaction that when, in after
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years, he applied to him for a curacy, he at once nominated him to
that of Oadby, in Leicestershire, at that time vacant.
During the early part of his residence at Newton, he was favoured
with his father's valuable society and advice, receiving from his lips
After
instruction in the things pertaining to the kingdom of grace.
his marriage, his aged father retired to Nol'thampton, where, in the
year 1835, his happy spirit retul'lled to Gorl who gave it. He expired
in the arms of his son, who deeply mourned the loss he had sustained.
At Mr. ADAMS' first entrance into the ministrv, his low views of
himself, his great diffidence and caution, aided ilis natnral fears of
failure in binding him to the use of manuscript in the pulpit. The
Lord broke the snare in a remarkable way. One wintry afternoon, he
went alone over to Astwood to take the service; but, when he ascended
the pulpit, he found, much to his dismay, that his sermon was not in
the usual pocket. He felt and felt again, but no sermon could be
found. Throwing himself on the mercy of the God of heaven, and
entreating His help in this unexpected difficulty, he asked for the large
Bible from the reading-desk, from which he read his text. It pleased
the Lord to give him freedom in utterance and comfort in his soul.
On his way home, he found the lost sermon lying in a cart-rut, just as
it had slipped from his pocket. From that afternoon he discarded
notes in the pulpit.
Sequestered from the busy turmoil of the town, he had considerable
leisure at command, which he devoted to the study of the Word of
Life, and perfected his acquaintance with the tongues and those
kindred to them in which the Scriptures have been handed down to
us. His Bible was daily read, and so constant was he in studying the
Word, that he literally wore out several copies, which were reverently
buried, to secure them from desecration. He possessed a fine quarto,
in three volumes, and in this Book he put down against the text
anything he specially received upon it. He was a great lover of
the older commentators, and had amassed a fine library of the Latin
and patristic authors, in whom he was well versed. But though he
read and made use of their learning and research, his plan in
preparing for the pulpit was to put down first on a sheet of paper
all his own thoughts, and when he had exhausted the subject, then
to refer to others, to see what light they could throw upon the
passage. In this way his sermons were well digested in the week, and
the blessed Spirit's aid invoked upon his bended knees, meditation
being watered with fervent prayer. The actual delivery of his message
he left to the Lord, who supported His servant, and gave him words
in which to clothe his thoughts.
In visiting the sick, and seeking to do good to all who came
within his influence, he was conscientious and earnest. In the
church he cOlildueted the several services with gravity and decorum.
His presence was grave, and commanded respect. He was entirely
devoid of affectation. He felt too deeply the importalll:e of the
work in which he was engaged, and the awful reality of the Holy
Scriptures, to trifle when dealing with souls.
The value of the
soul and the certainty of eternity constrained him to be faithful in
l1eclaring what he knp,w to be the mind of the Spirit, though men
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might spurn his warnings or scorn his threatenings. Before sermon
he offered an extemporaneous prayer, entreating the Lord's blessing.
In private worship he was most happy. Frequently, after reading a
chapter, he would make a pithy remark, which gave the sense of it in
a word or so. Sometimes a sigh would break from him when the
contents were a sad instance of human depravity, or set forth the
righteous judgment of God for sin; and I have known him express
pleasure at some clear proof of that truth which he sincerely loved.
After reading, he usually added a hymn, and then poured out his soul
to God for family, Church, nation, and those things necessary for body
and soul. Early in rising, tending in spare hours the garden, and
living in primitive abstemiousness, he attained, through mercy, to a,
good old age, with energies and faculties unimpaired far beyond the
ordinary limit of man.
(To be colt/i'/llied.)
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l'he Australian Pa1'ticular Baptist Magazine. Edited by Pastor DANIl!:L
ALLEN. London Agent; F. Kirby.
THERE is much that is deeply interesting in this Magazine, apart from
the sound truth it contains. Letters or articles from the pens of those
who have long since left England, and adopted that far-off land as their
future home, in which reference is made to old associations and departed
ministers and friends, can but be read with interest by those who were
likewise acquainted with them-men who were justly esteemed in their
day and generation for their zeal in and for the truth. The Editor of the
work before us is, without doubt, deeply taught of God. He has long
been a close student of the human heart. He brings forth from tho Gospel treasury" things new and old." He well knows how to administer
the oil and the balm of divine consolation; and, when and where required,
is an adept at wielding" the sword of the Spirit" in his antagonism of
error-the more especially that deadly foe of God and man, Antichrist.
He, moreover, evidences a clear and enlarged insight into the state of
Christendom at the present era.
In support of what we have said, as to his personal and experimental
knowledge of "the truth as it is in Jesus," mark what he says, upon
the close of the year 1884;Dear readers of this little monthly, we are just brought through another
year by the kind, good hand of our most merciful Lord, for which we desire
to give to Him our heartfelt gratitude and praise.
How blessed, beautiful, and true is the sweet aspiration to tho divine
throne of mercy and grace-" It is of the Lord's mercies that wo 1\1'0 not
consumed, because His compassions fail not. They are new every morning;
great is Thy faithfulness" (Lam. iii. 22, 23). This is the feoling of our
souls as we close dear old 1884, and take our onward lUlU'ch, iu the track
of time, into 1885. We more especially feel the force of this lJ1'ocious testimony of dear Jeremiah, inasmuch as it is now about forty yoars since wo
landed in the colonies, young, weak, wandering, poor, vile, frlondless, and
forlom-a wreck of iujl1red kindness.
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When we consider the world of sin and guilt which was then in us,
and the continued warfare we have had with the same all these long forty
years, we heave up to heaven this our grateful song-" It is of the Lord's
mercies that we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not."
Oh,
what miserable dependents upon divine mercy we have been all this time;
yet, at times, oh, what 11appy recipients of His mercy, in guilt pardoned
and sin subdued! We can truly say, before our God" Without Thy sweet mercy we could not live here;
Sin soon would reduce us to utter de~pair ;
But, through Thy free goodness, our spirits revive,
And Thou, who first made us, still keeps us alive."
At the close of this New Year's address, he adds:Now, in this view of the forty years' struggle to break us off from our
best friends, and to separate our best friends from us, we still say, "It is
of the Lord's mercies that we are not consumed, because His compassiol18
fail not."
" Blest be the dear uniting tie
That will not let us part;
Our bodies may far hence remove;
We still are one in heart."
In a few lines, let us look UpwalYZ and fOj·wal'd-l. That the Lord may
help us to write, speak, and act, as if in His presence. The Lord be always
set before us. 2. To be kept in the truth, in this day of apostacy. Better
never to have known it-better never to have been born-than depart from
the glorious truth of the Gospel. 3. To be kept in obedience to the precepts
of the Lord Jesus, which is more than mere moral life. It is spiritual, godly
life, to His praise. 4. To be supplied with moans to give to every man
his own; to live honestly and without oppression, without grinding down
the man of toil. 5. To live lovingly with all the real children of God. everywhere, and in every state and condition of life. 6. To live forgivingly within
God's house unto seventy-seven times a day; to allow no violence, malice, or
lingering anger to blacken our pages, yet faithfully to write the truth. 7. To
live submissively to the Lord's will, in humbling disappointments, failures,
short means, joyous foes, and saddened friends.
"Lord, submissive make us go,
Gladly leaving all below;
Only Thou our Leader be,
And we still will follow Thee."
We reserve our further remarks upon this Magazine for our next
Number.

D·inry Dott·in,qs in Palestine and Egypt.
8th, 1887. By JAMES JUDD, J.P.

October 28th, 1886, to January
London : Imprinted at Doctors'

Commons.
WE have read this hook throughout with profound interest, and it
has served to intensify our life-long wish and desire for a personal
visit to the sites and scenes here so graphically described.
In his
short introduction, the author recoils from the veriest idea of writing
a book. We thought as we read, "If he can't, we know not who
can."
His ten weeks' tour is fraught with information, and told
withal in such an easy, natural, matter-of-fact way, that can but
I-tttract the attention and secure the interest of the reader.
We
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once heard it said of a preacher, "Persons can't help listening."
In harmony with such testimony, we may say of the book before 11S,
"Persons can but read." Nothing seems to have escaped the notice
of the traveller. We had nearly said, both of his voyaging and his
journeying-now on the sea, again on the land-be it night or day
-in the train or on shipboard-on thfl camel or the donkey's back
-on board one of Cook's new and splendidly-found steamers, on the
Nile, or climbing the lofty Pyramids-our author is wide awake,
and, be it day or night, is gathering material with which to enrich
his "Diary Dottings," and feast for time immemorial many an admiring
reader.

The Leaven of Ritualism: How 'it Works aJul How to Deal with it. Being
the Substance of a Lecture, delivered at Bath, under the auspices of
the Protestant Alliance. By the Rev. JAlVlES ORlIUSTON, Rector of St.
Mary-Ie-port, Bristol, and Editor of "The British Protestant." London
and Bristol: W. Mack.
WONT, as Mr. ORlIUSTON is, thoroughly to investigato and to dive
into the very depths of the subjects he takes in hand, such a lecture
as that before us is entitled to a careful perusal. That so little heed
is given to the matter of which it treats, and that hence the downward course of events causes little or no concern, is deeply to be
deplored. We believe that, ere long, the people of this ldngdom will
rouse and, to their dismay, find themselves in a fearful and most perilous
dilemma, as the result of their Hezekiah and most selfish indulgence"I shall have peace in my day"; but what about their children's times,
and those that follow ~
John Maynal'cl, an OJphan Boy who became a MissionaJ'y. By E. H.
BARTLETT and V. J. CHARLESWOltTH.
London: Passmore and
Alabaster.
ONE or" the series of "Stockwell Orphanage Tracts." If anyone can
read this precious booklet without tears, they can do what we could not.
It is one of the most touching testimonies that ever came before us.
It ought to be circulated by tens of thousands, in proof of what our God
can do by the humblest, the most obscure, a~d seemingly unlikely.
The Gospel Male Chorus Book. Additional Pieces. Edited and Composed
by JAlIiES McGRANAHAN, Author of" Songs of the Gospel." London:
MOl'gan and Scott.
IF the music is in harmony with the titles (which we have no reason
to doubt), the work before us will be a welcome addition to the
various tune-books already extant.
R·ible Warnings. Acldn~ses to ChildJ·en. By the Rev. RICHARD NEWTON,
D.D., Author of "The Beauty of the King," &c. London: James
Nisbet and Co.
ADMIRABLE addresses, thoroughly suited to children; full of interesting
and appropriate anecdotes, and most important instrnction.
A

The Illustmted Floml Text-Book. London: Book Society.
gC1m rtmong the birth(lay series.
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