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THE CLOSE OF A FORTY-NINTH YEAR'S
EDITORSHIP.
.. They shall abundantly utter the memory of Thy great goodness, and
shall sing of Thy righteousness."-PSALM cxlv. 7.
IN closing up our forty-ninth year, and in prospect of entering
upon that of our jubilee, as far as our Editorial connection with
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE is concerned, the passage above quoted
is that which is most forcibly impressed upon the mind. May
the Lord the Spirit be pleased to shine upon it at this time,
and indulge us with some little light, love, aud power, that the
adorable Three-in-One, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, may be
glorified thereby, and our poor fellow-sinners encouragedstrengthened-comforted.
The first thought which occurs to us, beloved, is, that the language before us is found so near the close of the Psalms. This,
to ourselves at least) is significant. In what do the Psalms consist-what do they comprise-but the details of the life of God
in the soul? How varied! What alternations of hope and fear
-peace and disquietude-joy and sorrow! To-day, or perhaps_
one hour, upon the mount; the next day or hOllr in the valley!
Now full of peace, joy, holy exultation and triumph; anon dark,
gloomy, sad, and fraught with apprehension! At one time, as it
were, upon the very threshold of heaven, and feeling as if already
within the veil, and joining in the triumphs of the redeemed and
glorified; at another time -and it may be very soon afterwards€xclaiming, "Hath God forgotten to be gracious? Hath He in
anger shut up His tender mercies?" "Shall Thy loving-kindness
be declared in the grave? or Thy faithfulness in destruction? Shall
Thy wonders be known in the dark? and Thy righteousness in the
land of forgetfulness? "
Who that reads his Bible under divine enlightenment, but will
recognize and acknowledge the foregoing as a correct definition
T
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of the Psalms? In confirmation of their varying character, the
Psalmist himself testified, "They that have no changes fear not
God."
And how soul-comforting is the fact that, variable and
ever-changing as the experience of the believer may be, it is only
for him to turn to the Psalms, and, if so be the Holy Ghost is
pleased to shine upon the sacred Word, there, sooner or later, like
an anxious traveller searching a map, he finds whereabouts he is.
And how cheering and comforting is the discovery!
Take, for example, that summary of real spiritual experience,
the 107th Psalm, and amid its many chaDges and variations, the
pilgrim finds a fellow-traveller-" Again were they minished and
brought low, through affliction, oppression, and sorrow. Then they
cry unto the Lord in their trouble, and He bringeth them up out
ot their distresses. Oh, that men would praise the Lord for His
goodness, and for His wonderful works to the children of men! "
With respect to this comparing of notes, and the tracing the
footsteps of the flock, we read that, "as in water face answereth
to face, so doth the heart of man to man." Again, as a check to
that supposed loneliness, peculiarity, or strangeness of trial or
temptation with which most, if not all, of the travellers Zionward
are exercised, the Apostle Peter's words are well worthy of consideration. "Beloved," says he, "think it not strange concerning
the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some stmnge thing
happened unto you: but rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of
Ohnst's sufl'erings; that, when His glory shall be revealed, ye
may be glad also with exceeding joy" (1 Peter iv. 12, 13).
" Partakers of Ohrist's sufl'erings !" What an expression is that!
It was to this the Apostle Paul was so anxious to attain. It was for
this he was willing to " count all things but loss," so that he might
"know Him, and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship
of His sufferings, being made conformable unto His death" (Phil.
iii. 10).
Solemn as may be the position, and so little understood, or
personally realized, there is no question as to the sacredness of
" fellowship" with a precious Ohrist in His sufferings. And what,
so to speak, prepa?'es for that fellowship-what so solemn an introduction to all the agonizing scenes of Gethsemane and Oalvary-as
the reading of the Psalms (under the teaching and leading of the
Holy Ghost) with a distinct eye to Ohrist? The Psalmist, in
Psalm after Psalm, adopts the language of Ohrist. He speaks
prophetically of Ohrist. He anticipates in thought and language
what may, in a subordinate sense, apply to himself, but more fully
and blessedly that which bears upon the Person and work of" the
Man of Sorrows, and acquainted with grief."
The more closely we are enabled to peruse the Psalms in this
spirit, and with this object in view, the lighter will become our
own sorrows, and the more shall we be occupied, and the more
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impressed, with the tenderness and compassion-the boundless love
and matchless sympathy-of our ever-adorable Head and Lord.
When the words of the Prophet Jeremiah are read with an eye to
Christ, how touching is his language-" Is it nothing to you, all
ye that pass by ~ behold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto
My sorrow, which is done unto Me, wherewith the Lord hath
afflicted Me in the day of His fierce anger" (Lam. i. 12). If the
latter part of the verse should be questioned as to its being prophetically the language of Christ, it is merely to turn to the fiftythird chapter of the Prophet Isaiah, where we most distinctly read
that "it pleased the Lord to bruise Him; He hath put Him to
grief"-that is, J ehovah in covenant, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
as the Church's Surety, Substitute, and Sacrifice, "laid [or made
to meet] upon Him the iniquities of us all."
We repeat that, in proportion as we are enabled by grace thus
to read the Psalms with an eye to Christ, in that very proportion
shall we be diverted from ourselves, and our merely passing suff'erings and sorrows, in the contemplation of Him who" became sin
for us who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness
of God in Him"; yea, who is "our wisdom, our righteousness,
our sanctification"; yea, our "All in all."
And now more particularly with respect to the Psalm before us.
Its language is praise and thanksgiving. We have already alluded
to the fact that it falls towards the close of this the central and
so blessed a part of the Bible. Hence its very position, as well
as its purport, is so illustrative of the career of the dear children
of God. However varied that career may have been, and however
fraught with trial and temptation, suffering and sorrow, the end
is always blessed! Ab! yes, the end! the end! Invariably
satisfactory! All that could be desired! Not a fault to find!
Not an exception to be made! Not a twist or turn in the pathway-not a thorn or thistle-not an ache or pain-loss or crossfriend or foe-met with or encountered in or on the way, but
ALL-ALL-ALL WELL! All right! All as it should be! All
wisely, lovingly, effectually devised, wrought out, and accomplished!
Not the semblance of a failure! Not the veriest blank! Not
the tiniest matter to be regretted! But upon the banner of each
and every warrior under Immanuel, the great Captain of salvation, as such an one enters the gates of the celestial city, is clearly
to be traced the significant and the triumphant record, "HE
HATH DONE ALL THINGS WELL!"

Now, sceptics may say what they will, or infidels dispute it; we,
nevertheless, fearlessly assert the fact that such, without exception,
is the uniform and universal testimony of all the Lord's peoplethe whole election of grace-the every son and daughter of the
l;Jord God Almighty. As far as words or mode of expression are
concerned, there may be diversit.y. There may be little, much, or
T

2

.,.

268

The Gospel Magazine.

perhaps nothing said. All this may vary according to circumstances.
The nature of the affliction-the character of the trial---the special
means which led to the final closing up of the career-may, in a
secondary and quite subordinate point of view, have to do with
the difference or the variation of which we speak. The facts,
however, remain in spite of all such variation or difference. The
mere look upwards aud onwards-the calmness, the placidity, the
total absence of fear, discomfort, or anxiety-the simple pressure
of the hand, or the smile, or that merely momentary look of perfect
satisfaction-jm,t at the last great crisis, all bespeak, in silent but
nevertheless most emphatic language, that the departing one unites
in the universal and unexceptionable testimony.
Do not let us be misunderstood. We are quite aware that there
are those who take comfort from the fact, in regard to departed
friends or kindred, that they have passed away so peacefully-so
void of fear-yea, to use the so hackneyed phrase, they "died
as peacefully as a lamb!" Hence, because of this calmness and
fearlessness, in nature's dark, dread hour, the survivors have indulged
in a confidence-but, at the same time, most vague and unscriptural-that the deceased ones have passed away in safety, and have,
as a consequence, entered upon their eternal rest. Of such, alas!
it may be said, as the Psalmist testifies, "They have no bands
in their death." They have lived in ignorance, and died in
heathenish darkness as to light upon eternal verities, and a saving
knowledge of the Most High as the God of their salvation. They
neither knew nor in the least were partakers· of the saving insight
into, and participation of, divine realities, of which the Apostle
speaks where he says, "I know whom I have believed, and am
persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have committed
unto Him against that day."
We repeat, it is by no means such that we have in view, in
regard to what we have stated about death-bed scenes. Language
would fail, did we attempt to state what we have, in our paroohial
experiences, witnessed in this respect. The heart has again and
again siokened as we have contemplated the apathy or the oarnal
security upon the part of the sick and dying. Nor could any
poor words of ours rouse them to a sense of their danger, or the
fearful precipice upon whioh they stood. If there has been the
absence of the apathy or indifference of whioh we have spoken,
there has probably been in its plaoe a self-righteous or Pharisaio
spirit.
, We remember the case of an aged one, years ago, who, at
the closing scene, spoke to us of her long, well-spent life. Ah!
how does such a statement chill the heart! How have we recoiled
at such times, and withdrawn from the sick and dying in deepest
sorrow, at the same time thanking God for making any to differ!
How different this case to that of another which occurs to us at
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the moment! 'I I haven't the power," said Lieutenant SHAW," to
think a good thought." "What has free-will done for you,
Doctor?" said we, one day, to our late dear friend Dr. WALKER,
of Bonmahon, after he had just been speaking in favour of free~
will. "Nothing at all," was his prompt and vigorous answer.
We have thanked God hundreds of times since for that testimony.
We have had a very different class of character in view, in
regard to those to whom we have alluded, and we dwell upon the
fact with the hope that we may be instrumental, in the Lord's
hands, of cheering the hearts and removing the doubts of such as
may be the subjects of disquietude in regard to near and dear ones
who have passed away, upon the ground that they did not say
more at the last. Such anxiety and disquietude upon their part is
wholly unnecessary, provided that the previous creed and conduct
of the departed ones bespoke a Scriptural knowledge of themselves
and a correspondingly Scriptural insight into the alone way of
salvation. In a word, had they, both by lip and life, proved a
deep personal sense of sinnership? Had they avowed themselves, in
and of themselves, poor, lost, helpless, and undone transgressors? Had
they Justified the Most High in regard to His dealings? Could they
say, as did the Psalmist, "I knoU', 0 Lord, that Thy judgments
are right, and that in faithfulness ThO'l' hast afflicted me"? Could
they endorse the poet's words" Were I cut off and sent to hell,
.
Thy righteous law approves it well"?

At the same time, were they fully convinced that their salvation was
wholly and solely of and by Jesus? Had they given their hearty
assent and consent to the fact that "there is no other name ttnder
heaven give)i among men but that nf Jesus only J'? Had they rejected
eve1'ything of their ou-n, counting their own righteousness but" as
filthy rags"? Hacl they neither thread nor shred of creature righteousness, but were brought to look to, rest on, c(mfide in, solely rest upon,
. Ohrist as the Lord their Righteousness? THEN, mark it, THEN,
upon these solid grounds-for they are solid, substantial, Scriptural
grounds-THEN, as regards the final closing up of their careerwhether light, bright, or otherwise-it is not of the slightest moment
as to their personal safety, nor need there be any undue anxiety
upon the matter, solemn and all-important as it is.
As already expressed, was there, upon the part of the absent
one, a deep sense oj sinnership? Did they adopt the language of
the Psalmist," Against Thee, Thee only,. have I sinned, and done
this evil in Thy sight, that Tholt mightest be Justified '/:t'hen Thou
speakest, and be clear when Thou jltdgest "? Could they, in a word,
adopt the fifty-first Psalm as their own, and append their sincere
and hearty "Amen" to verse afte1' verse, and clause after clause? Had
they, been brought to see, feel, and acknowledge that Ohrist, and
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Ohrist alone, could save? Would they gladly receive salvation upon
His own terms-that is, "without money and without price" ? Were
they prepared to welcome it in the very same spirit and upon the
same grounds-so free, so full, so altogether unmerited-as a Mary
Magdalene, a Saul of Tarsus, a bloody Manasseh, a poor publican,
or a dying thief? Could they, in a word, sum up their wishes
and desires in the well-known lines"A guilty, weak, and helpless worm,
On Thy kind arms I fall;
Be Thou my strength, my righteousness,
My Jesus, and my all" ?

Ah! well, if such were the case, there is no need whatever for
a moment's anxiety about what they said or did not say at the
closing up of their earthly career. The looker to and the leaner
upon Jesus is, blessed be God, safe in Jesus. What can more
fully ~stablish and confirm that great fact than the very words of
J esus-" As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even
so must the Son of Man be lifted up; that whosoever believeth
in Him should not perish, but have eternal life"? (John iii. 14, 15.)
With respect to the portion at the head of this article, the
reader will observe that the Psalmist's testimony went beyond the
mere remembrance or retmcing of the Lord's gracious acts during
past pilgrimage, but there was the giving expression to that remembrance. Hence he says, in so emphatic a way~" They shall
abundantly utte1' the memory of Thy great goodness." It was not
simply the speaking of, or naming, but the Psalmist adopts the
very strongest language-" They shall ABUNDANTLY UTTER," It
implies a warmth, a zeal, a deep-felt consciousness, and a corresponding wish and desire to testify largely, loudly, most gratefully
of the same. The facts were not to be suppressed, hidden, or
concealed, but brought to light, opened up, loudly and thankfully
declared. The very semblance of the conduct of the men of whom
Jesus spoke, when He said, "Were there not ten cleansed, but
where are the nine?" was to be most scrupulously guarded against.
The "great goodness" was to be followed up by testimony, and
that testimony was to bear upon the very face of it the" ABUNDANT
UTTERANCE."
Nay, it is a leading characteristic of the whole
Psalm. "I will extol Thee, my God, 0 King," says Bavid, in
the opening of the Psalm, "and I will bless Thy name for ever
and ever." Now, this will appear the more striking and the more
blessed when what we· before observed is taken into account,
namely, that this Psalm is one of the last. Hence it constitutes
part and portion of the Psalmist's final testimony for God. Notwithstanding all he had been called to pass through during his
wilderness career, and the many hasty conclusions which he had
formed as to his one day perishing by the hand of Saul, or this
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or that enemy, yet now, in the summing up, how grateful is the
review! How unexceptionable the whole ! No failure! No
defeat! Nought to find fault with or regret, as far as the Lord's
doing.q were concerned.
No, not by any means. Hence, in all
the fulness of his heart, the Psalmist exclaims, "Every day will
I bless Thee"-that is, as we conceive, the inward, silent, heartadoration and gratitude; the outward expression or acknowledgment, "and I will praise Thy name for ever and ever." Begun
down here, to be continued ttp there, and that "for ever and ever";
so that his views as to the eternity of his bliss were definite
indeed. His faith was a fixed faith, based upon the covenant
Qath and infallible pledge of a covenant J ehovah.
Then, as to the proclamat1"on of these divine verities, mark, reader,
the varied repetition throughout the Psalm, as constituting so
striking a feature throughout. "One generation shall praise Thy
works to another, and shall dPclare Thy mighty acts. I will speak
of the glorious honour of Thy majesty, and of Thy wondrous works.
Aud men shall speak of the might of Thy tenible acts j and I will
declare Thy greatness."
Oh, what would the Psalmist be thought of, did he live in
these days? What an egotist would he be termed, did he attempt
to talk in this strain, or did he say, as when on earth he exclaimed, "Come, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what He
hath done for my soul." Such becoming zeal, such warmth, such
gratitude, would be regarded as unbecoming-as bespeaking pride
and self-sufficiency upon the part of the creature. Hence the talents
are hid and the testimony lacking. His mercies
"lie buried in forgetfulness,
And without praises die."

Upon such a course of procedure, how can come that which is
so God-honouring and so acceptable to His divine majesty? "Call
upon Me in the day of trouble," saith He, "and I will deliver
thee." Is there nothing more? Verily there is. " .And thou shalt
glorify Me." What, then, does this embrace? What but the
testimony-the declaration of His acts-the making known, and that
far and wide, His gracious dealings-His merciful leadings-His
Father-like provision-His kindly succour-His marvellous patience,
forbearance, and love? Is it not due to Him? Is He not justly
entitled to the same? Is it right-can it be proper-that such
mercy, such goodness, such love, should be allowed to pass unheeded,
nought said of the same, and that, too, during the brief period that
we shall be allowed to pass here below, and to testify of the same,
to the praise of the glory of His grace, in the midl:lt of a gainsaying world? What! none to speak for such a God? None to
declare His mighty acts? None to proclaim His gracious doings?
Oh, shame, shame, that there should for a moment be any such
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lack, or any professed servant or child of His wanting to testify
of such a Friend, Benefactor, Father, Brothor, Head, and Lord!
Then, reader, mark, in the verse before us, " They shall abundantly
utter the memory of Thy great goodness" -that is, under the
power and anointing of the Holy Ghost, as the great and gracious
Remembrancer, for it is distinctly His province to "bring to
remembrance"; and, when He does so, presenting a vivid review
of the past, with a comprehensiveness that discovers to us dangers,
besetments, entrapments, and hazards, of the existence of which
we had no idea at the time and under the circumstances, but now,
in the retrospect, lovingly brought before us; and what for? That
we should testify of His wisdom, speak of His love, proclaim His
mercy j yea, that we should "sing of His righteousness." Ah !
yes, the speaking leads to the singing; and such songs redound to
His praise and His glory. And although there may be such an
admixture of flesh with the fuith-fea1's intermingled with the hopes
-doubts with the trust-yet these at least aitempts to bless and
praise, magnify and adore, upon the part of poor sinners, down
here, amid their own personal corruption and the difficulties and
dangers by which they are surrounded, are more acceptable to
J ehovah than the homage of angels that have never sinned. Be it
remembered that those before the throne testify of their immediate
surroundings. They see and they sing,. they behold and they
adore.
But how memorable are the words of the Apostle Peter
-" Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye
see Ht'm not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full
of glory, receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of
your souls."
Moreover, how additionally precious was the testimony of Jesus
Himself-" Thomas, because thou hast seen Me, thou hast believed;
blessed are they that have not seen, and yet hare believed."
And we must contend that it is a wondrous act and a most
God-glorifying principle that a poor sinner, brought by the Holy
Ghost to know, feel, and acknowledge himself as such, should be
led to look to-rest upon-rejoice in-an unseen Ohrist! To have
sueh a knowledge-such a conviction-such a full assurance, in
the Person and work of a personally unseen Jesus, as to be willing
and able to entrust the interests and eternal security of his
immortal soul, with all its tremendous entailment!!, in the hands
of that personally unseen and personally unknown Christ, and
all this as the special effect and blessed result of that simple and
precious faith which the Lord the Spirit is pleased sovereignly
and graciously to bestow-oh, then, what a boon it is! But alas!
alas! how overlooked, and consequently undervalued, by the favoured
recipients thereof ! Would that it were otherwise ! Would that
we could more becomingly estimate and acknowledge so great a
mercy and so distinguishing a privilege as to be able to say-

The Gospel Magazine.

273

"My soul into Thy arms I cast;
I know I shall be saved at last."

The Psalmist proceeds in the same strain throughout this precious
Psalm, to recognize and to testify of the same goodness, lovingkindness, and mercy, upon the part of the Lord. "All Thy
u;orks shall praise Thee, 0 Lord; and Thy saints shall bless Thee.
They shall speak [mark it] of the glory of Thy kingdom, and
talk [observe, talk] of Thy power; to make known to the sons of
men His mighty acts, and the glorious majesty of His kingdom."
Now, what testimony could be plainer? What line of duty and
of privilege more clearly pronounced? Hence the neglect of, or
indifference to, such course is the more marked and the more to
be deplored. Ah! where was the servant that. had ever said too
much in praise of such a Master? Where the subject that too
highly honoured such a Sovereign? Where the child too devoted
in testimony, praise, and thanksgiving fur such a Parent? On
the contrary, in each and every case, how great the shortcomings!
How far beneath its claims both the words and works connected
with such a salvation!
And now, in conclusion, dear readers, what shall we say-yea,
what can we say-in regard to the lengthened period we have
been permitted and privileged to commune with the readers of this
Magazine through and by means of its pages? Nine-and-forty
years! We are amazed and astounded as we contemplate the
fact that only one year short of half-a-century has passed away
since, upon a memorable May morning, we first took up our pen
to write for these pages; yea, since we thus expressed ourselves"In a simple dependence upon Him, we take this our first step in
a pathway the difficulties of which He only knows." Speedily
indeed-yea, even before the first month had passed-difficulties so
began to pres.ent themsplves that even our second address was
based upon the words, "Faint, yet pursuing." Those difficulties
multiplied month after month, and year after year. Still, in spite
of all, we were "holpen with a little help" ; yea, and that even
to this present time, nine-and-forty year3 after that first timid and
trembling step was taken. In all the fulness and freeness of our
heart we can exclaim, "Having obtained help of God, we continue unto this day." Yes, it has been help, help, help all the
journey through; and the help has been such-so timely and so
exactly what was wanted-enough, and only enough-not a particle
to spare, much less 0/ whi"h to boa.st-that we are compelled, in all
honesty, to exclaim, "Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but
unto Thy name give glory, for Thy mercy and for 'fhy truth's
sake."
We have no more to glory in, nor any more to depend upon,
as far as we ourselves are concerned, than we had nine-and-forty
years ago. Nay, in a sense-and a very important sense, too-we
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are more dependent, and less to trust in, now than then, inasmuch
as all those years are added to our little time-state, and with that
addition the consequent increased failure of heart and flesh. Therefore we stand in greater need of that wisdom, grace, and strength
which the Lord, and the Lord alone, can bestow.
THE EDITOR.

Stanley .Lodge, Burgoyne Road, Southsea, March, 1889.
PHARAOH'S DOOM.
(EXODUS

xiv.)

BEHOLD the vast army, encamped by the sea;
The thousands of Israel, from bondage set free;
But hark to the warning swept on by the wind!
The chariots of Egypt come thundering behind!
The heart of
Fear falls on
"Fear not!"
"Stand still,
The sea is
The shout
Entangled
The hosts
But
The
The
The

the bravest stands still at the sound;
the multitudes trembling around.
cries the leader-he raises the rodand behold the salvation of God!"

before them, while, borne on the blast,
of the Gentile comes hurrying fast;
by mouutains on every hand,
of the Lord are shut in by the land.

the angel of God stands the armies between;
glory of God in the pillar is seen;
waves are divided; the wanderers pass through;
haters of God the poor wanderers pursue.

But He who .the forces of Nature commands,
And holds both the winds and the waves in His hands,
Looks out on the foe through the pillar of fire,
And rends off their chariot wheels in His ire.
Vain, vain are your struggles-your doom is now sealed;
Too dreadful your sins to be pardoned or healed;
The God of the Hebrews compels you to bow,
For you braved His fierce wrath, and you feel it now.
Thy right hand, 0 Lord, is glorious in power;
Oh, who may abide when Thy judgments devour?
The horse and his rider were vanquished by Thee;
And they sank like lead ill the depths of the sea.
Scarboro1£gh.
W. S. ROBINSON.

IF Jesus had not said, "Blessed are those who hunger," I know not
what could keep weak Christians from despair. Many times all I can
do is to find, and complain that I want Jesus. I wish to enjoy Him.
Now, this is my stay. He in mercy esteems us, not by having, but
desiring also. There was never a soul miscarried with longing after
grace. Oh, blessed hunger, that always ends in fulness! I am sorry
I can but hunger, yet would not be full, for the blessing is promised
to the hungry.-Bishop Hall.
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THE HOME WHICH BEOAME "A LITTLE HEAYEN
BELOW."
"And it came to pass,as He sat at meat with them, He took bread, and
blessed it, and brake, and gave to them.
A nd their eyes were opened, and
they knew Him,' and He vanished out of their sight."-LuKE xxiv.
30, 3I.
THIS time, beloved, in asking you to go down with us to another
Bible home, we shall have a loved Oompanion with us, the Best of all
companions, and One who always brings joy to our souls. Let us
open the volume of the Book which tells us many gracious things
about the way to our precious little Bethel home, which we shall find
became "a little heaven below."
Gracious Spirit of God, we grasp Thy hand. Lead us into truths
concerning it which shall instruct and comfort our souls.
The Messiah had finished all that was appointed for Him on earth.
He had, as the' Redeemer of His people, been suspended in agony upon
the cross. The innocent Yictim had paid the full penalty for their
sins. He had become their divine Surety and Substitute. He had been
entombed in Joseph's tomb the appointed time. One moment longer than
that, the sealing of the stone-the watch of the guards-all was useless.
"The third day the Son of Man will rise again," He declared, and so
He did; and certain of them who had early visited the sepulchre, found
the napkin that was about His head, not lying with the linen clothes,
but wrapped together in a place by itself, but the body of Jesus was
not there.
At eventide, quitting Jerusalem at the Bethlehem gate, two disciples
wended their way to the village of Emmaus, about three-score furlongs,
equal to seven and a half English miles. The road was an extremely
rough one, and covered with large boulder stones-emblematical of the
pilgrim's rough way to his eternal home. As these two disciples wended
their way thither, "they talked together of all these things which had
happened. And while they communed together and reasoned, Jesus
Himself drew near, and went with them. But their eyes were holden,
that they should not know Him." Then blessing must be at hand for
them, for oh, what light there is in His countenance-what joy in His
presence! "Jesus Himself drew near "-not a disciple, precious as intercourse with kindred spirits is. No, but "Himself." And there are
many times in one's experience when it must be Himself to come, Himself to save, Himself to cheer. "Jesus Himself drew near." The very
thing you and I are constantly desiring-" Ohrist near." "His gladdeni.ng presence all the journey through" is what we crave.
Oh, come, dear Jesus, come to us! Draw near! Ah! draw near to
that troubled and distressed one yonder! Draw near to that suffering
Qne that Thou knowest all about! Draw near to that toiler amidst
life's cares, and say, "Peace, be still!" In every aspect of our daily
strugglings we need Thee. Thy presence sets all right.
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And yet, joyous and precious as His love-visits are here, in our
pilgrimage of life, we drink into dear TOPLADY's anticipation"If such the sweetness of the streams,

What must the Fountain be,
Where saints and angels draw -their bliss
Immediately from Thee?"

But to proceed. " Their eyes were holden, that they should not knou:
Him."
Oh, how frequently is Jesus near to His people, but "their
eyes are holden," and they see Him not! They realize not His felt
nearness, and therefore they "walk and are sad." They see Him not
also in the dispensation of trial, in the mystery of suffering, or what·
ever may be wisely sent. They are only looking int:> themselves, and
not out of themselves to Him j hence depression and darkness follow.
In visiting an afflicted one, suffering from much depression, chiefly
traceable to physical weakness, I tried to give her words of comfort,
but she replied, "Yes, it is so j but I can't lay hold of it." We could
but respond, "This may be so, but it does not touch the covenant,
nor yet the life."
But is not the Lord's family thick with" can't lay hold" ones? Their
eternal safety is clear to others, but not to themselves. The fact is,
an appropriating faith is what we all require more than we possess.
Only let the Lord break in upon ns-ah! in the breaking, too, of the
bread of life-then we recognize His sweet voice, and exclaiming, "It
is the Lord! " we realize the calm of peace and the confidence of
faith.
Lord, break in upon" can't lay hold" ones, and then will they find that
Thou hast hold of them with the unfailing strength of everlasting
love.
We find, also, "can't lay hold" ones dwell so much upon their unworthiness. This cannot be denied. But let me ask, If Christ did not die
to save such sinners, who did He die for ~ He" came not to save the
righteous, but sinners." May the Lord the Spirit seal home the comfort
of such truth upon the hearts of "can't lay hold" ones.
But to proceed. Jesus said to our two disciples, "What manner of
communications are these that ye have one to another, as ye walk, and
are sad 1 And one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answering
said unto Him, Art Thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, and hast not
known the things which are come to pass there in these days 1"
Indeed He did know all about them to the full j but, in order to draw
them out, He seemed to say, so tenderly and graciously, "What
things 1" Ab! "what things" indeed 1-things that, if they had not
been, salvation could never have been ours, dear reader. The disciples
began to enumerate them-" Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which was
a Prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people."
How He had been condemned by the chief priests to death, crucified,
while they trusted that it was He who should redeem Israel. Ah!
this was a carnal trust for a temporal redemption. How vain! And
does it not remind us of how often we trust vainly, and miscalculate
God's ways and dealings ~ 'We think this and think the other, but
such thoughts are not according to God's will j and then, because we
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do not get our way, oh, what evil, rebellious, and peevish thoughts
spring up within!
May we, dear reader, have that wisdom and grace which we need
to inquire constantly, "Ah! but is this matter according to God's
thoughts-a matter of revelation of His Word, which contains His
thoughts concerning His people 1" If it emanates with self, the sooner
it is banished the better. If it is His will, the sooner we bend to it,
the sooner we shall arrive at a calm content and calculation that,
whichever way the matter turns, it must be best, for it is in accordance with the plan and purpose of a covenant God, which must bring
gain to us and glory to Him.
"My faithless heart I cannot trust,
But Thou, dear Lord, art true and just;
I'll on Thy faithfulness rely
Both while I live, and when I die."
"We trusted it would have been He that shonld have ndeemed Ismel."
Ab! what a manifest ignorance of Himself and His salvation! But yet
does not this bring out the fact of what was needed to remove their
ignorance, and show them the reality of Christ and His kingdom,
namely, the power and teaching of the Holy Ghost 1 And is it not
just the same now, that all ignorance of divine thing,;; is traceable to
this need-no unction; no power; no teaching of the Third Person in
the glorious Trinity; no understanding of the things of God 1
Oh, divine Teacher, keep us well instructed in divine truth! It is
the unfoldings of a precious Christ we crave. Open our eyes, 0 Lord,
that we may discern the wonders of redeeming grace.

" Eternal Spirit, let me know
The love of Christ to me;
Its conquering, quickening power bestow,
To set my spirit free.
" Thy quickening power to me impart,
.And be my constant Guide;
Remove my sorrows, warm my heart,
.And be Thou glorified."
Mark our Lord's reply-" 0 fools, and slow of heart to believe all
that the Prophets have spoken: ought wt Christ to have suffered these
things, and to enter into His glory 1" "Ought not 1" There is, to
my mind, a volume of truth in that word "ought." Why ought He
to have suffered 1 He had done nothing. He had committed no sin.
Oh, does it not at once take us to the covenant 1 Did He not become the vicarious Offering for the sins of His people-their divine
Substitute, according to covenant arrangement 1 For the transgression
of His people was He stricken. Here, then, was the "ought." It
was the "ought" of divine plan and purpose, which, if not accomplished, there would have been no salvation for you and for me, poor
sinner. But when He uttered those memorable words on the cross,
"It is finished!" it was finished, and "He shall see of the travail of
His soul, and be satisfied." That "ought," then, of SUffering to His
account put the "nought" of sin to ours.
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And the climax of the Lord's "ought" is, that He might enter into
glory. He has done so, and, in so doing, "opened the kingdom of
heaven to all believers." We are believers. Why should we not argue,
then-" He has opened the way into the realms of bliss for us. We
are following Him, and shall enter, at the appointed time, into the
place where He is, which must be glory" 1 He tells us so. Why should
not our faith carry us on to the fulfilment of His declaration, "Father,
I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where
I am, that they may behold My glory" 1
"And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded unto
them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself." Momentous words! Oh, to ever keep them in view! "Beginning at Moses."
Beginning at the predictions of the ancient Scriptures-these were
concerning Himself-then going on through the Prophets, their $acred
prophecies concerning His incarnation, sufferings, atonement, death,
resurrection, and ascension. And then to "afl the Scriptures," so that,
from first to last, all are pointings to Him, the Saviour of sinners.
What a life-lesson for us to keep to the Bible as "the rule of faith,"
and as containing, from the firat Book of Genesis to the last chapter
in the Revelation, "things concerning Himself"! What a sermon, then,
must this have been! Some have said, "What a pity it could not
have been preserved!" Blessed be God, it is preserved. Read Peter's
Epistles, and you will find it all there. Under the Holy Spirit's
inspiration he was" led into all truth." Read the things which were
written in the law of Moses, and in the Prophets, and in the Psalms,
for all were concerning Him. In a word, 7'ead the Bible, Search God's
Word. It will do to live by and die by. It is sufficient, for it is all
of Him who is our salvation.
Well, as they "drew nigh unto the village, whither they went,
But they
Jesus made as though He would have gone further.
constrained Him, saying, Abide with us: for it is toward evening,
and the day is far spent." No wonder they pressed our Lord to tarry
with them. They had felt His companionship more than they could
express, although still their eyes were holden, that they did not
recognize that it was their risen Lord. But the appointed revelation,
at the appointed time, and in the appointed manner, was close at
hand.
Ah! beloved, we do know somewhat of that sweet fellowship with
Jesus referred to, and it does make our heart to burn when realized.
If we pass the day without some little measure of it, we feel an
aching void which nothing can fill up. "Abide with us." "Oh,
precious One, come in and tarry with us !" Such cries are constant
with us, are they not 1 All this is a clear enough proof that vital
godliness is within. Such vital desires would never otherwise be
engendered.
Well, our blessed Lord did go in; The Word says, "He went in to
tarry with them." This brings us to the home in the little village of
Emmaus, and we shall now see how it became "a little heaven below."
"And it came to pass, as He sat at meat with them, He took bread,
and blessed it, and brake, and gave to them; and their eyes were
opened, and tney knew Him, and He vanished out of their sight."
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Mark, it was in the breaking of bread that Christ revealed Himself to
His disciples, and this is just what we want at the ordinance of the
Lord's Supper-the revelation of Christ-not corporeally-absurd !-but
by faith.
"My faith beholds the Lamb,
And on His death relies;
His flesh and blood I claim
As my great Sacrifice:
I'll live upon Him and adore
His grace and love for evermore."
But some are denied, from varied circumstances, the privilege
referred to. Is there no broken bread nor wine of the Gospel for
them ~ Indeed there is, and Christ Himself will prove their spiritual
supply, and give them views of His doing and dying which shall cheer
them, and make their home" a little heaven below."
We cannot but notice again the simplicity of the breaking of bread,
at the meal in this hallowed home-e< And it came to pass, as He sat at
meat with them, He took bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave
to them." How simple-no show, no bowings and scrapings, yet how
real!
I cannot help mentioning here, to the point of such simplicity, an
incident in one's own personal experience. A dear aged saint and
the writer were talking about the Lord's Supper, when our dear one
said, ,,-y ou know, from bodily affliction, I am not able to enjoy this
privilege in the house of God. But do tell me whether you think I
am wrong. I am accustomed, alone in my room, to take a loaf, and,
breaking it in two, from the centre I cut a small piece of bread, and
then, looking up to the throne of grace, I pray for the realization of
Him who is the Bread of Life to me; and then, with a sip of wine, I
look to the precious blood of Christ, which cleanseth me from all my
sin. Oh, do you think I am wrong ~" I could not help exclaiming,
"Wrong, dear ~ No, certainly not! God bless you in your simple, but
heartfelt communion. It is real."
What some of the so-called "priests" of this day, however, would
say to such a conclusion I know not, nor care not. This I knowGod will not forsake His hidden and suffering ones. He will Himself
make up to them all their privations, and often make their homes as
"the gate of heaven" in their experience. We see it again and
again.
But, to look again at Emmaus, what made this home" a little
heaven below" ~ There can be but one answer to this inquiry-the
presence Qf Jesus. His presence will ever make the home and the
heart happy. Oh, for more of His loved presence, unseen by the
natural eye, and yet the precious secret realized of "seeing Him who
is invisible." Many live in solitary homes. Some we know, ah!
upstairs, with only one room to call their own, with the lowly bed
in the corner, and yet that room has become a Bethel, when Jesus
has been felt near and dear. Many of the Lord's hidden ones,
sought out by His servants, have a choicer experience and richer
insight into divine things than those who are in better circumstances, as far as this world is concerned. I have known also a
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workshop to become a little Bethel to the God-fearing workman.
There, with tool in hand, but with uplifted heart to God, the place
has become "a little heaven below," and His servant radiant with joy.
And why ~ Just because the presence of Christ is realized. And I
am sure I have known, again and yet again, the chamber of the
Lord's suffering ones to become as "a little heaven below" when
visitor and sufferer have talked together of the love of Christ. " Bless
the Lord! Bless the Lord!" has been the song, even though the
meal has been frugal and the discomfort apparent.
" One look from that dear Lord
Whose brow compassion wears,
Will much of heavenly bliss afford,
E'en in this vale of tears."
Only let us realize what the presence of Jesus is, and how we shall
loathe earthly vanities! Personally, I can say, I have no taste for
this world's pleasures. If, by the force of circumstances, one enters into
even a little of it, how the heart sickens and sighs for higher joys!
The presence of Jesus spoils one for the presence of those who are not
friends of Jesus, and one longs to get in some hidden corner, where
we can hear the sound of His name and fame. Is it not so, dear
reader ~ Blessed mark of a child of grace! Spoiled for this world, the
heart's affections above, the outgoings of soul after Jesus, the fervent
desire to be right for an eternal world, the sighing for the preached
Word, the craving for unfoldings of Him we love-these are things
that do not spring from the carnal nature, but gi,e abundant proof of
the life of God in the soul.
But, again, "And thei1' eyes tGere opened, and they kneIC Him; and He
vanished out of thei1' sight" (or ceased to be seen of them). And why
was this ~ Must we not remember that this revelation of Himself to
His disciples was after His resurrection, and before His ascension ~
And it carried out that which He had asserted to Mary in the garden"Touch Me not, for I am not yet ascended unto My Father and your
Father, to My God and your God "-as if He would say, "The future
touch of My Person is a matter of faith, not sense. My kingdom is
a spiritual kingdom." "Their eyes were opened, and they knew Him"
-knew Him as the true Messiah, the Saviour of sinners, the glory of
His Church, the Bread of .Life who should sustain His redeemed till
He brought them to His Father and their Father, and to His God
and their God.
To my mind, this aims a death-blow at all that is carnal in connection with the acknowledgment and worship of Him. "God is a
Spirit, and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and
in truth." "My kingdom is not of thi~ world." These things are
worthy of our deepest thought and attention.
But, again, "He vanished out of their sight." We are almost inclined
to say, "What a pity!" How they must have felt the desire to hold
Him fast, and that He would" abide with them "--ah! even for ever
and ever, for what joy, what comfort, what profit is there in His
loved company! But what about the promise of the Comforter, the
Third Person in the glorious Trinity, if Jesus had stayed ever on earth
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with them ~ The covenant plan would have been broken. Ascension
gifts would not be ours. Our religion would be one of sense, and not
faith. No, it could not be. It was "expedient that He should go
away," and all is right and well.
But is there not a lesson for us here, beloved 1 Have we not be@n
led to say, in personal experience, "Oh, if we could have "had this or
that, what joy, what peace, what communion, what a life of 'growth
in grace,' we should have had, under such comfort and enjoyment" 1
But it is not so. The apparent blessing has been withheld for a wise
purpose, and, in the contradictions we have endured, we have grown
more than we should have done if all things had been according to
our ideas. "The more they were afRicted, the more they grew." As
it was of old, so it is now. Let us, then, not murmur at the discipline,
but believe things are better for us as they are in accordance with
God's will, and not ours.
And now we come, lastly, to the good news. "They rose up the
same hour, and returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven gathered
together, and them that were with them, saying, The Lord is risen
indeed, and hath appeared to Simon." It must have been late when
they did return to Jerusalem, for when they invited our Lord into
the hallowed home to which we have referred, they said it WaG "toward evening, and the day was far spent." But, late as it must have
been after their return walk of three-score furlongs, they yet "found
the eleven gathered together, and them that were with them." What,
a gathering that must have been, at that late hour! The Lord of
glory crucified. He whom they thought had come to redeem Israel,
had been "numbered with the transgressors." Their faith must havebeen sorely shaken, and their countenances sad. But the two disciples,
appear in their midst, saying, "The Lord is risen indeed, and hath
appeared to Simon." Je81.ts lives! This was the glorious tidings. Oh,
how lit up, methinks, did their faces become! How joyous their
hearts!
Downcast ones, here is a lesson for us. Jesus lives! Things look
black, but Jesus lives. There is much to depress, but Jesus lives. This
may well afford us divine consolation and comfort.
" A nd they said one to anothe1', Did not our heart burn within us while
He talked with us 'b1J the way, and while He opened to us the Scriptures?"
Yes, it is just those two things that will make the heart burn with.
the secret drawing of love to Jesus-His" talking with us by the·
way," and His "opening to us the Scriptures." Oh, to realize it mm'e
in our onward course to the heavenly kingdom! The choicest momentsof our lives are when He "talks with us by the way." And who can,
express the delight realized when He "opens to us the Scriptures,'"
revealing Himself, through the Spirit, in fresh unfoldings of His
Person, work, and salvation ~
Lord, vouchsafe to us more of these hallowed privileges! Open to
us the gates of the shut-up garden of truth, and unseal to us the
sealed fountain of Thy fulness, that its flowings into our souls may
revive our oft-drooping spirits. We cry to Thee for such joys. The
Lord's crying ones are the Lord's chosen ones.
But we must now gather up our springs of thought, and take a closing
U
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sip thereof. We would draw four lessons from the subject briefly.
We could well draw forty, but it shows us1. The deep necessity there was for Christ to sufjefl' all that He did.

"Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into
His glory 1" If for Himself, as the spotless, innocent Victim, indeed
He ought not. The" ought" lies in the fact that God the Son, the
Eternal Father's Co-equal, voluntarily entered into covenant agreement
to take all the guilt of the chosen people upon Himself, and all the
vast concerns of His Church upon His own Person, engaging to pay
all her debts, atone for all her guilt, assume her nature, and impart to
her His nature, and become all for her and to her which is requisite
for her present happiness and eternal glory. Here, as we have said,
lies the "ought." He has done it all, and we poor sinners are saved.
Had He failed, or not carried that covenant engagement out, salvation
would have been an impossibility.
And then we have brought out-

2. The deep necessity there is for the teaching and the pou:m' of the Holy
Ghost. "Their eyes were holden, that they did not know Him." Nor
could they, nor anyone else, till the Holy Spirit opens the eyes to
discern Him who is all our salvation. Here we have the work of the
Holy Ghost, the Third Person in the glorious Trinity, who also
engaged in covenant to bring out from an ungodly world all for
whom Christ died, opening their eyes, giving them life divine, and
bringing them into vital union with Him who had procured an everlasting salvation for them.
Will this old-fashioned divinity suit you, dear reader? In the
midst of all the religious vagaries of the day, I get more and more
in love with it. It is solid ground, while all else is as shifting sand.
No contingency-nothing left uncertain-in such a religion.
And then we learn the lesson of3. The deep need of the 1'evelation of Christ. Then, and not till then,
shall we "know Him, and the power of His resurrection." As He
"took the bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and gave to them," He
became revealed to them, and they knew Him. Yes, true religion
is a matter of revelation, and that the revelation of Christ Himself to
the soul. It always accompanies effectual calling; and, as the poor
sinner feels his sinnership, guilt, and unworthiness, Christ, at the set
time, reveals Himself as the poor sinner's Saviour-just the One, and
only One, needed. True religion is not a matter of dry doctrine, but
the personal realization of a precious Christ to the soul. I am sure
you follow us, dear reader, do you not 1
And, lastly, it was needful for Him to go away. "He vanished out
of their sight," that the Comforter, after His ascension, might come,
and, in the plenitude of His co-equal power, bring in and bring
home every elect vessel of mercy. At the appointed time He will
come again, and receive them unto Himself.
Oh, gracious, glorious, and all-wise' purpose and plan of salvation!
My soul rejoices in it, and craves to glorify Father, Son, and Spirit,
Israel's covenant God.
And now, dearly beloved in the Lord, my heart's desire is, that,
whatever spot on earth you are called to occupy, in the providence
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of God, may that spot often be to you, through the revelation of
Christ to your soul, like

THE EMMAUS HOME, WHICH BECAME
"A LITTLE HEAVEN BELOW."
Burton-on-Trent.

G. C.
A PETITION.

"Hold Thotc me tCp, cmd I shall be safe."-PsALM cxix. 117.
.. HOLD Thou me up" -a fervent "Hold Thou me up" where'er I
prayer
roam;
To Him who reigns above,
Be Thou my Guard and Guide
And by His power all things sustains, Until I reach my heavenly home,
To Him whose name is Love.
For ever to abide.

I

.. Hold Thou me up" in that dark
hour
When hell and sin assail,
That, by Thy Spirit's mighty power,
Thy grace may then prevail.

i "Hold Thou

me up" through life's
brief hour,
And ever-changing scene;
Sustain me by Thy gracious power,
Lest evil intervene.

.. Hold Thou me up " when trials sore
And sharp afflictions press;
Be Thou my strength-yea, even
moreWisdom and righteousness.

"Hold Thou me up," and death's
dark vale
With heavenly light illume;
" Thy rod and staff" can never fail
To cheer the darksome tomb.

.. Hold Thou me up" when joy attends,
.
And fortune seems to smile;
Let not the world's alluring charms
My thoughts from Thee beguile.

"Hold Thou me up" in Jordan's
wave,
And stem the swelling flood;
Thine everlasting arms shall save,
And land my soul with God.

"' Hold Thou me up" 'midst grief and
care,
When gloom surrounds my path;
Oh, may I trace Thy hand e'en there,
And on Thee lean by faith!

Safe shall I be from death's alarms,
Nor pain nor sin intrude;
Secure within my Saviour's arms,
Redeemed with His blood.

" Hold Thou me up" that I may live
According to Thy Word;
Thy light impart, Thy Spirit give,
That Christ may be my Lord.

Safe when before the great white
throne
The nations bow with dread,
For He who sits in judgment there
Is Christ, my living Head.

.. Hold Thou me up" whate'er betide,
Then safe I'll surely be,
Resting alone on Him who died,
And reigns eternally.

Safe through a vast eternity
Of bliss, enrobed in light;
Singing the praise of Him whCl died;
For ever in His sight.
S. S.

Leiceste1·.

GOD'S design id to glorify Hid Son alone, and to debase the excellence of every creature.
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Jilgrim Jttptra.
UNCHANGEABLENESS.

"Jestts Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day, ancl faT eveT."HEBREWS xiii. 8.
OUR precious, glorious Christ had His Church given to Him by the
Father, ill covenant transactions, before sin existed. He loved His
Church in the manner spoken of by the Prophet Jeremiah-" I have
loved thee with an everlasting love, therefore with loving-kindness have
I drawn thee." Christianity, to be certain, there must be no contingency in it. Now, if my precious Christ loves His Church with an
eve1'lasting love, and declares that, "having loved His own that were in
the world, He loved them to the end," who is to give the lie 1 No,
we cannot forfeit His love.
"His love no end nor measure knows;
No change can turn its course;
Immutably the same it flows
From one eternal Source."
He is what He is, and what He is He ever will be, "the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." If He were not so I should perish.
If He were not so, I should have no hope; and if He ever abates or
withdraws His attachment, He must be mutable.
" Our Jesus is the God of hope;
He works it by His power;
It holds the weak believer up
In the distressing hour."
The word "yesterday" suggests a looking back, even to the ancient
settlements-the decrees of J ehovah-where from eternity past, when
He determined and appointed the choice of His people in Christ" Eternal was the choice of GodA sovereign act indeed;
And Jesus, the incarnate Word,
Secures the chosen seed."
. Yes, in ages past it was planned-the manner how and when His
saints should be "called according to His purpose" in grace, being
"chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world." They were
His, therefore, from all eternity, and no power or adverse circumstance
can alter this.
"Determined was the manner how
Eternal favour He'd bestow;
Yea, He decreed the very place
Where He would show triumphant grace."
Nothing whatever is left contingent upon the creature, for they are
"made willing in the day of His power."
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"The fictious power of chance
llnd fortune I defy;
My life's minutest circumstance
Is subject to His eye."
It was "Even so, Father, for so it seemeth good lU Thy sight."
Divine sovereignty! J ehovah is accountable to none. Our Surety
knows for whom He stood.
His responsibility is pledged on their
behalf. and He is their prevalent and prevailing Intercessor at the
throne.
"For all that come to God by Him
Salvation He demands;
Points to their names upon His breast,
llnd spreads His wounded hands."
" A thousand years in Thy sight are but as yesterday" to Him with
whom we have to do, but U we are but of yesterday, and know nothing,
because our days upon earth are a shadow"; but of our most glorious
Christ, He is from everlasting when we look back, and to everlasting
as we look forward.
"And to-day." Yes, equally so through all the periods of time, and
amidst all our changes" He abideth faithfuL"
But, with regard to myself, I have not as yet got beyond the cry.
"God, be merciful to me, a sinner!" and this feeling deepens as I
journey onward. But what a mercy to be made a sensible sinner-a
saved sinner-a sinner saved by grace! As HART says"1l sinner is a sacred thing;
The Holy Ghost has made him so."
The more spiritual a man is, the more he laments his want of it,
even in his spiritual duties. My language is "to-day," " 'Incline Thine
ear unto me.' Be Thou my strong habitation, whereunto I may continually resort. ' Abide with me.' 'Leave me not, neither forsake me,
o God of my salvation.' 'Restore unto me the joys of Thy salvation.'
May daily grace be given." These are some of the breathings of the
living child.
"Be Thou my Guardian, Friend, and Guide;
O'er every thought and step preside."
.
"He is before all things, and by Him all things consist."
"Without beginning or decline;
Object of faith, and not of sense;
Eternal ages saw Him shine;
He shines eternal ages hence."
.c And for ever."
Perhaps this is the sweetest reflection of all. c, For
ever with Jesus," as the living child of God can look forward with
joy, and often anticipates that day when he will be freed from all sin
and sorrow, and spend an eternity with Him in the glory-world above.

"'Tis Jesus, the First and the Last,
Whose Spirit shall guide us safe home;
We'll praise Him for all Ihat is past,
llnd trust Him for all that's to come."
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He is the same in power, in love, and purpose to all eternity, and
we shall require an eternity to praise Him.
And now, dear reader, let us come to close quarters. Is Christ
growingly precious to you, because growingly needed ~ If a deep sense
of need of Him, in the many relations in which He stands to His
people, is a family mark (and I believe it is), then you will know
whether you possess it or not. I can only speak for myself, that He
is more than ever needed by my poor, oft-east-down soul, and His
dear Person, His perfect obedience, His spotless righteousness and sinatoning death, become increasingly my hiding-place, my strong refuge,
and the covert of my head. I desire to thank God a thousand times
repeated for the "unspeakable gift" of His own dear Son. Instead of
asking, "What. do you owe to Him 1" I would put it in this way"What do we not owe to Him 1 " We were chosen by God the
Father in Christ, redeemed by Him, and revealed to us by God the
Holy Spirit. Without the substitutionary work of Christ, where should
we be 1 ., That as sin has reigned unto death, even so might grace
reign, through righteousness, unto eternal life, by Christ our Lord." I
praise the Father for His electing love; I praise the Son for His eternal
redemption; and I praise the Holy Ghost for His divine and invincible
operations of grace upon my heart.
'fhe salvation of the people chosen by God is no promiscuous matter.
There is no uncertainty or contingency about it. Christ knew the
extent of the work the Father gave Him to do, and He accomplished
what He had undertaken in the council of peace. His sinless life and
spotless perfection; His enduring the curse by getting His bread by
the sweat of His brow, which was part of the curse. He entered the
ministry, "despised and rejected of men." He magnified the law by
making it honourable, conquering Satan, until at last we see Him giving up His soul an offering for sin; and now He is ascended up on
high, and lives to make intercession for all who come to God by Him,
ever living in the glorious character of our High Priest. He allows
and enables us in prayer to use His name and plead His merits, and
He intercedes and prays for us Himself. His word and declaration are
in full force now-" Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in My name,
He will give it you." And when I have no spirit of prayer, He
possesses it. He is within the veil as my Representative, when I cannot find access to the Father. The preservation of His Church, or the
extension of that Church, could not by any possibility exist without
His hand. " I, the Lord, keep it: lest any hurt it, I will keep it night
and day."
There is no rebel, or enemy, or infidel can resist His will, if he
belongs to Christ. He will be sure to conquer, extending the triumphs
of His grace, and causing His Word to have free course, and be
glorified.
Oh, what an unspeakable mercy, dear reader, if there has been
created in your soul a capacity for the enjoyment of God-a capacity
for the enjoyment of Christ! This is a transformation indeed. The
work of grace upon the poor sinner makes all the difference between
the carnal and the spiritual man. No one can enjoy God but a living
soul. The soul thus favoured cannot help being sensible of the enjoy-
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ments, t~e results, and consequences of that virtual union which Christ
Himself compacted when He betrothed His Church from everlasting
and "for ever "-that vital union formed by the power of the Holy
Ghost, through the instrumentality of living faith, between Christ and
the soul, whereby the divine life of spirituality, power, praise, and
love, are all drawn from His fulness, by virtue of this divine uniona union so sweetly set forth in the seventeenth chapter of John-" I
in them, and Thou in Me, that they may be made perfect in one;
that the world may know that Thou hast sent Me, and hast loved
them as Thou hast loved Me."
Is it not sweet to contemplate and feel the consciousness of tbis
union, and thus dwell upon the intimacy which Jehovah opens and
keeps up between Himself and the souls of His people ~ I love and
prize the intercourse and much enjoy the union between Christians,
but the intercourse and effect of intimacy with God, when the soul
gets near the throne, when the breath of the Holy Spirit is sweetly
and silently inhaled, and when the glorious Trinity is seen and set
forth-tbis is a blessing indeed. We can then join in the song, "My
soul doth magnify the Lord."
Now, if all this could prove to be a failure, I should have cause to
hang my harp upon the w~ow, and never take it down again, until
God should give me. His "shalls" and "wills" and certainties to put
all probabilities and contingencies aside for ever. But there can be no
real doubt, or cause for doubt, for I come to the fact of the Apostle's
declaration, "I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels,
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate
us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord."
And we sing and rejoice in this union because it is indissoluble, for
nothing in me, Satan, nor the world can destroy it, whatever our own
doubts and fears at times may say. ';Ve are not amongst the lost, but
of those who shall be "saved in the Lord with an everlasting salvation."
I remember parting one evening from our dear friend the Editor of
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, when he exclaimed, "Oh, my mistrustful
heart! Oh, that I. could trust Him more!" It struck me at the time,
"Here is one who for very many years has extolled, by his writings,
the fame .of Jesus, and pointed Him out to others in His different
characters, and what He is to His people." Some may remark, "How
strange!" But the reason and cause for such expression probably is
not far to seek, namely, indwelling sin, and its consequent hindrance.
And yet I venture to say, if such is the experience of a living child,
it will only endear Him the more, and make Him more growingly
needed by all who have the gift of God, namely, spiritual life-and
those only know the plague of their own heart.
Take the whole work and life of Christ on earth. There is not one
act but what was done for your benefit and profit, and for your comfort, instruction, and guidance. Read the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah,
from the fourth to the ninth verse. "He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto: death [on your behalf], even the death of the
cross."
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You can only realize what sin is by reflecting what it cost. Go to
Gethsemane and the cross. "0 My Father, if it be possible, let this
cup pass from Me! Nevertheless, not as I will, but as Thou wilt."
All we can say of Jesus must ever come short of what He is, therefore they are but shadows. The Apostle Paul knew Him as well as
anyone, and his language was, "That I may know Him, and the
power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being
made conformable unto His death"; for I am persuarled, as the
Apostle doubtless was, that "He is the same yesterday, and to-day,
and for ever." Then let us, in the language of the poet" Praise Him in cheerful, grateful songs;
To Him your highest praise belongs;
'Tis He who does your heaven prepare,
And Him you'll sing for ever there."
Oh, dear reader, what debtors are we to sovereign grace and mercy!

k
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COMMENTS.
1. "I have not as yet got beyond the cry, 'God, be merciful to me,
a sinner!'" Nor will you, dear brother. On the contrary, if we may
speak feelingly upon the subject, we believe that the longer you live,
the more earnest and importunate will that cry be. It was the saying
of the venerable and the greatly-blessed WA'ITS WILKINSON, on his
dying-bed, "I can never get beyond the cry of the poor publican,
'God, be merciful to me, a sinner!'"
2. "I can only speak for myself, that He is more than ever needed
by my peor, of~cast-down soul." Brother, we believe, by this remark,
you are expressing the feelings of very many of the Lord's dear children,
especially the aged and physically declining ones. If we are not
. greatly mistaken, the nearer the close of their pilgrimage, and the
closer the Jordan they have to cross, the greater their felt need of
Him who alone can sustain, soothe, and cheer with His own fearassuaging and soul-uplifting assurances of both His presence and power.
Active as at such a crisis the great adversary is sure to be, and taking
advantage as he does of the failing of both heart and flesh, the
precious "Fear nots ! I, and the renewed intimation, "I am with thee,"
are the more keenly felt.
3. Ah! dear brother, what a cheering thought is that-" When I
have no spirit of prayer, He possesses it"! Oh, how comforting is the
consideration that, at the very time we are feeling our coldness, dead·
ness, insensibility, and absolute powerlessness in regard to prayer and
real spiritual devotion, our great, gracious, and most glorious Head
and Lord is "appearing in the presence of God for us"! There He
pleads as our Intercessor, our Forerunner, and Representative before
the throne. Oh, if His "Father, I will" were heard whilst yet His
Mediatorial work was not actually accomplished, if we may venture to
make comparisons, how much more shall His intercessory words be
heeded now that His" It is finished!" has resounded from Calvary's
cross, and He has returned to His glory in the highest heaven as a
mighty Conqueror over death, hell, and the grave!
THE EDITOR.
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,A BIBLE STUDY: "OUT OF "_,, INTO."

IT is very interesting to notice the contrast between the state of things

.

from which the Israelites were brought out by God, and the condition
which they were to be brought into when, as God's peculiar people,
they should he led into Canaan. They were delivered, or "brought
out," from "affiiction," for we read, "And the Lord said, I have surely
seen the affiiction of My people which are in Egypt, and have heard
their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows"
(Exod. iii 7). From bondage-" And the children of Israel sighed by
reason of their bondage, and they cried, and their cry came up unto
God by reason of their bondage" (Exod. ii. 23). With their oppression
death was connected-the cruel death of their sons. "Pharaoh charged
all his people, saying, Every son that is born ye shall cast into the
river" (Exoct. i. 22). Hard taskmasters, too, made their lives "bitter"
(Exod. v. 5-19), and the result of all this was, anguish of spirit and
groaning. "They hearkened not unto Moses for anguish of spirit, and
for cruel bondage ,. (Exod. vi. 9). "God heard their groaning " (Exod.
ii. 24).
Let us now turn to the state of things into which they were to
be introduced. Into" a good land "-" It is a good land which the
Lord our God doth give us" (Deut. i. 25). They were to be God's
people-" I will take you to Me for a people, and I will be to you a
God" (Exod. vi. 7). The Lord's inheritance-" For the Lord's portion
is His people; Jacob is the lot of His inheritance" (Deut. xxxii. 9).
They were also to be God's peculiar treasure and His purchased possession-" Ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto Me above all people"
(Exod. xix. 5). "The people . . . which Thou hast purchased " (Exod.
xv. 16). A kingdom of priests and a holy nation-" Ye shall be unto
Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation" (Exod. xix. 6). They
were to be led and fed by God Himself-" In the daytime also He
led them with a cloud, and all the night with a light of fire.- He
clave the rocks in the wilderness, and gave them drink as out of the
great depths. Man did eat angels' food; He sent them meat to the
full. He fed them according to the integrity of His heart; and guided
them by the skilfulness of His hands" (Psa. lxxviii. 14, 15, 25, 72).
They were to be conquerors over their enemies-" Ye shall chase your
enemies, and they shall- fall -bef{)re you by the sword. And five of you
shall chase- an hundred, and an hundred of you shall put ten thousand
to flight: and your enemies shall fall before you by the sword" (Lev.
xxvi. 7, 8). And they were to be brought nigh to God-" For what
nation is there so great, who hath Gud so nigh unto them, as the
Lord our God is in all things that we call upon Him for?" (Deut.
iv. 7-)
If the contrast were great, as indeed it was, between the condition
of Israel in Egypt and after their deliverance, is it not equally so
between our natural condition and that into which, by grace, we are
brought when quickened by the Holy Spirit, and called to be the
children of God, and inheritors of a possession which is "undefiled,
and that fadeth not away"? Let us notice some of these contrasts, as
we find them in God's Word.
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We are raised from death to life-" And you hath He quickened,
who were dead in trespasses and sins. But God, who is rich in
mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us, even when we were
dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ" (Eph. ii.
I, 40, 5).
. We become a new creat~on-" Therefore if any man be in Christ, he
IS a new creature: old thmgs are passed away; behold, all things are
become new" (2 Cor. v. 17).
We are made free from condemnation, and obtain freedom from the
service of sin-" There is therefore now no condemnation to them
which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the
Spirit" (Rom. viii. I). "Being then made free from sin, ye became
the servants of righteousness. But now being made free from sin, and
become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end
everlasting life" (Rom. vi. 18, 22).
We are reconciled to God, and, instead of being enemies " by wicked
works," become His children-" God was in Christ, reconciling the
world to Himself" (2 Cor. v. 19). "And you, that were sometime
alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hat?
He reconciled" (Col. i. 21). "And because ye are sons, God hath sent
forth .the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father ,.
(Gal. IV. 6).
We are made one with Christ, and joint-heirs with Him-" For ye
are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God" (Col. iii. 3). " And
if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-hairs with Christ"
(Rom. viii. 17).
We are loved with an everlasting love-" The Lord hath appeared
of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting
love: therefore with loving-kindness have I drawn thee" (Jer. xxxi. 3).
We are chosen, predestinated, adopted, and accepted in Christ"According as He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of the
world. . . . Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by
Jesus Christ to Himself, . . . He hath made us accepted in the Beloved.
In whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of
sins, according to the riches of His grace" (Eph. i 4-7).
We also are brought nigh to God, and are the objects of His special
care-" But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are
made nigh by the blood of Christ" (Eph. ii. 13). "He shall give His
angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways" (Psa. xci. 11).
We are made partakers of the divine nature, and temples of the Holy
Ghost-" Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious
promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature,
having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust "
(2 Peter i. 4). "Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy
Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God 1" (1 Cor. vi. 19.) We
are to be more than conquerors, through Christ-" Nay, in all these
things we are more than conquerors, through Him that loved us"
(Rom. viii. 37).
_Great as was the contrast between Egypt, with its oppression and_
misery, and the land of Canaan, with its fruitfulness and beauty, where
the Israelites, as God's peculiar -people, were to serve Him, and enjoy all
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the pleasures of that" good land," yet how infinitely does our heavenly
inheritance surpass even the Promised Land, for there, sin, sorrow, and
death can never enter, tears are all wiped away, partings are for ever
over, for we read, "They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more;
neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb which
is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lean them·
unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from
their eyes " (Rev. vii. 16, 17). "And there shall be no more curse:
but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and His servants
shall serve Him" (Rev. xxii. 3). "And God shall wipe away all tears
from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, n.or
crying, neither shall there be any more pain " (Rev. xxi. 4). While
the climax of all joy will be, ., seeing the King in His beauty," even
"face to face." " For now we see through a glass darkly; but then face
to face" (~ Cor. xiii. 12). "We know that, when .He shall app~~, we
shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He IS" (1 John lll. 2).
"They shall see His face; and His name shall be in their foreheads"
(Rev. xxii. 4). "So shall we ever be with the Lord" (1 Thess. iv. 17).

F. S. F.
A PRAYER.
GUIDE me, Jesus, I beseech Thee,
Lest I go astray;
Keep me watchful, pressing forward
In the narrow way.
Jesus, bathe my weary spirit
With refreshing oil;
This will soothe me and sustain
me
In my daily toil.
Calm my agitated bosom,
Else how can I live?
Oh, subdue my rising passions.
In a word-forgive.
Oftentimes I feel my weakness,
Yet I cannot pray
Till Thy Holy Spirit teacheth
What I ought to say.
Though I seek for human comfort,
None can sympathize
With the bitterness and anguish
Of my secret sighs.

Blest Redeemer, is Thy Zion
Thus by woe distressed?
Does it not in Thee, the Saviom,
Find eternal rest?
Then I crave to be partaker
Of a hope divine;
And I would to Thee surrender
All that may be mine.
Throw around me Thy protection;
Fold me in Thine arms;
Let me know, as itmayplease Thee,
Something of Thy charms.
Take me by the placid waters,
Into pastures green;
Here my soul, though daily longing,
Never yet has been.
With transporting grace and grandem
At my'call descend;
Consecrate my soul for ever;
Say, " I am thy Friend! "

Satisfy me with Thy goodness;
Lead me into light;
And with visions of Thy glory
Gratify my sight.
Cheltenham.

FRED WINDRIDGE.

GOD grants not the requests of His people because they pray, but
they pray because He designs to answer their petitions.
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LITTLE CHILDREN.
the little children were brought to Jesus, for Him to bless them,
we find that the disciples rebuked them, thinking no doubt that He
did not want to be troubled with children-His time was too valuable,
or His teachings and blessings were fit only for those older grown. An
earthly monarch or great man would be· of the same opinion. The
statesman that rules the realm, the learned man immersed in the mysteries
of science, or the active man of business, may all think themselves too
busy to take notice of children, or devote any time to them; but our
loving Saviour, we read, was moved with indignation, and said unto
them, "Suffer the little children to come unto Me, and forbid them not,
for of such is the kingdom of God."
Some translators render it, "to such is the kingdom of God,"
which is certainly in consonance with the words which follow-" Verily
I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a
little child, he shall in no wise enter therein. And He took them in His
arms, and blessed them."
Is not this encouraging language to the little children in Christ's
fold 1 And yet how solemn to those who will not receive the kingdom
of God as little children-those, for instance, who will insist upon
earning or doing something to gain admittance, or those who will believe nothing but what their natural understanding can grasp! Does not
the term "little children" imply helplessness 1 Were they not brought
unto Him, and did He not take them up in His arms 1 They were
not, then, big children, who came of their own accord. It seems they
were quite passive, though methinks each one, as he or she looked up
into His face, would smile sweetly in response to the love they saw in
His eyes while blessing them.
Is not this helplessness a universal characteristic of all Christ's little
children 1 If it depended on some little child to walk a long distance,
or do some heavy task to save its life, would it not inevitably perish 1
So each little child in the kingdom of God feels how utterly impossible
it is to do anything to merit salvation. Little children, both in nature
and in grace, are wholly dependent upon some one else for their
subsistence; and the little child in nature should be an example to the
child in grace. The little child takes no thought for the morrow. He
does not worry about how he is to be fed and clothed, but implicitly
trusts that to the care and love of his parents. The child is not afraid
with the strong arm of his father to protect him; and yet the child of
God cannot trust his Heavenly Father. How often he is worrying about
the future, as if his Father, who has provided and taken care of him
hitherto, had suddenly lost the power or willingness, like an earthly
parent! Oh, that we had more of the simple, childlike confidence of the
little child! What needless troubles and anxieties we should escape!
. Humility and submission are also characteristics of little children.
The littie child in nature does not think himself as big as his father,
or that he knows or can do as much. True, some wayward, precocious
children may think slightingly of their pareuts; but be assured of this
-the day will come when they will have to smart for it-when they
will know by experience their own foolishness.

WHEN
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Little children have to submit to their parents' will, which may indeed
be capricious, but not so our Heavenly Father. Here the little child
in God's kingdom has an overwhelming advantage, therefore we ought
to give Him an unswerving obedience-a perfect submission-in all
humility. Yet, alas! how often we rebel, and, like all little children
who transgress, have to bear chastisement for our misdeeds. But it is
Parental chastisement, and not penal punishment. If we are withoUJt
this chastisement it is a bad sign. It has been well remarked that, if
you see a number of boys in the street doing something that is wrong,
and a man comes along, and singles out one, and chastises him, y01l1
know at once that that one is his son. All are equally guilty, but he
takes one only-his son. So all God'R sons will be chastised, though,
at the time, it is not pleasant, but grievous. We must all be taught
that we are poor and ignorant, and learn that His ways are right and
His dealings just and good.
The question, however, with many of God's little children is, "Oh,
that I knew I belonged to His family! If He would only assure my
heart that I am His-if He would but once reveal Himself to me as I
know He has to others-then I should be satisfied. But I seem al1
dead-no life in me. I cannot speak of any great manifestation of His
love and power-only a little-perhaps a very little-softening now and
then, soon relapsing into my usual cold, dead state." Yet, amidst all
this coldness, and deadness, is there not a mourning that you are so ~
Is there not a desire to know more, and to grow in what little you do
possess ~ Then there is encouragement for you. Whence come those
desires-" those wishes so weak" ~ They do not grow in nature's soil,
be they ever so small. "'Tis Jesus inspires, and bids you still seek."
Can you not look back to some time when you took no interest in these
things, when you had no desire, and did not mourn at all for anything
spiritual ~ If so, you must have progressed a little-though imperceptible
almost-to yourself, at any rate. The natural man is dead completely.
He has none of these desires. True, some sudden death near him, or
some severe illne~s, may arouse his conscience, and with some dread of
a future judgment, and what shall be hereafter, he may for a time be
frightened, and desire to escape the wrath to come. But that is a
different thing entirely to the desire of God's children. The criminal,
when in danger of being overtaken by the hand of justice, fears and
trembles, and tries to escape; but that is only from the dread of punishment, and not from any hatred of the crime; and when the danger is
past, he plunges again into his old ways.
I heard a young man say, some time since, after recovering from a
dangerous fever, that" if ever he prayed in his life he did then." No
doubt he did pray for Us natural life, and it was spared him; but
alas! there has been n evidence to show, as yet, any spiritual life in
that one,
Any spiritual desire n.ust be implanted by God 'Himself, and it will
never die. Aye, there is the difference. Pluck up courage, little desponding one! The growth may indeed be slow. In Nature, many
things grow very slowly; but nevertheless they are growing, and very
often we find the strongest and sturdiest trees the slowest in growth,
the difference from day to day being imperceptible, but still there is
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a difference. So' in grace-the life He first gave will never die, and
though it seems always winter, yet, as time goes on, you will perceive
some increase. "He will not break the bruised reed, nor quench the
smoking flax." The short days of December do not change all at once
into the long days of summer. It is only a few minutes each day. I
have no doubt the most advanced Christian will readily acknowledge
that he obtained his present knowledge little by little-" line upon line,
precept upon precept, here a little and there a little." The time may
seem very long to a little child growing up to man's estate-he may
think he may never .arrive at that state, as he cannot see himself grow
-yet nevertheless he is growing every day. How many years, too, a
child has to spend at school, learning little by little! So God's children,
in the school of Christ, have many things to learn-gradually, not all
at once. In fact, they are at school all their lives, and poor, dull
scholars they are too-never, for the most part, getting far beyond the
A B C class; or, if they do, have frequently to go back again, and learn
their first lessons over again.
.
I am not writing this for anyone to relax their earnest cries and
seekings after Jesus, for one moment. Oh, no! You must not-or
rather, you cannot-do that. If they are real, you must keep on. Have
you been seeking, for years, it may be ~ Why have you not given up
then 1 Why not go and join in with the world, the professing or the
profane, it does not matter much which, and make yourself happy, as
they appear to be ~ Ah! why not ~ If you had only a natural desire,
you soon would; therefore, be of good courage. Still" press on towards
the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus."
One more thought. It may be that it is best for you not to have the
assurance that you so long for. This may seem strange language, but
still, I repeat, it may be that God, in His love and mercy, withholds
this blessing from you. He knows what is best for each one of His
children. The child may say, "If I only knew that I was one of His,
I should then be satisfied 1 I should have no more trouble or
anxiety about my salvation. I believe that, once in Him, I am safe to
all eternity. No more doubts or fears then. I should be able to go
()n my way rejoicing ever afterwards." Stay 1 There have been some
who have been brought into this blessed state, and the tempter has come
and caused them, in some unguarded moment, to sin, to stumble. And
though it is a truth that none can ever fall off the Rock, Christ, yet
they may fall and get some ugly bruises, and have to go limping all
the rest of their days; and Satan, who caused them to slip, is the first
one to turn round and say, "If you were one of His, you would not
have fallen. You would not sin. You have sinned a-gainst light. You
have committed the nnpardonable sin, and are therefore irretrievably
lost." The poet says"Dream not of faith so strong
As shuts all doubtings out."

If the devil could tempt Christ Himself, it is not to be expected that
he will let puny man alone, and shifts his grotmd from one point to
another, as may best suit his purpose. Therefore, little one, it may be
God's will that you should be kept waiting a long time, like the man at

Tlze Gospel Magazine.

295

Bethesda's pool for thirty-eight years; but if you are kept tender, and
constantly looking unto Him, you are safe. A low place is a safe
place. He says, "Look unto Me, .and be ye saved," and no one ever
yet looked in vain, though they may have had to wait all their lifetime.
Willesden.
E. A.
FAITH IN GOD.
THE life of that eminent man of God, the late Rev. DUNCAN DUNBAR,
furnishes several examples of this grace, and of its abundant reward.
One of these is thus related :Mrs. MAITLAND, a member of his congregation, was unable to secure
a house unless some one was responsible for the rent. She came to
Mr. DUNBAR, as her best earthly friend, and he cheerfully gave his
name as security to her landlord. Some one suggested that he was not
sufficiently cautious, as it was very doubtful whether she could ever
meet the amount. "I cannot help that," he replied. "It may be as
you fear, and I may have to pay her rent in addition to my own at
quarter-day. In that case, I shall look to the Father of the fatherless,
and the Husband of the widow. He will take care of her, and of us
too."
The time rolled round, and the rent became due. Mrs. MAITLAND
came, in great trouble, to say that it was entirely out of her power to
meet the demand. She was not insensible to the obligation, and wept
bitterly at her failure. But Mr. DUNBAR comforted her by saying
that he would cheerfully pay the amount, and that God, who knew his
motives, would send it back in some way. He put the money in her
hand, and said, "If you can ever pay it, you may do so; if not, never
let it trouble you, for it shall not trouble me."
Very soon after this, Mr. J ARVIS, an attendant on his pre'l,ching,
but not then a Christian, called at his house. He said pleasantly, "I
come to pay a little money that I owe you, Mr. DUNBAR." "My dear
sir," he replied, "that cannot be, for you and I have not had any
dealings together." Mr. JARVIS then told him that, some time before,
he had sent out a small venture in a ship going to China, and had
said to Mrs. JARVIS at the time, "I will give one-tenth of the profit,
if there be any, to Mr. DUNBAR," and he handed him just the
amount of the widow's rent. Mr. DUNBAR then related the whole
circumstance, and said, "You see how easy such things are to God.
The money for that poor widow's rent was on its way from China."
Jesus says, "I will give you rest."
"The world can never give
The rest for which we sigh."

Trust in the Lord.
after."

"What ye know not now, ye shall know here-

MAN is the excellency of the creature; the saint is the excellency
of man; grace is the excellency of the saint; and glory is the excellency of grace.
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SOWING BESIDE ALL WATERS.
WHAT can be plainer than the injunction, "Sow beside all waters: in
the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine
hand, for thou knowest not which shall prosper, either this or that,
or whether they shall be both alike good" ~
Although by birth an Englishman, F- - was engaged as gardener
in a large establishment in the neighbourhood of Dublin. In the course
of his attendance at the conservatories, he took a violent chill, passing
in and out from the heat to the cold. This brought on chronic rheumatism, under which he lung and painfully suffered. Prior, however,
to his being removed to a hospital, or sanatorium, in England, he happened to be passing through the Phrenix Park, Dublin, when, upon
meeting certain men, he remarked to his friend what strange and forbidding characters they appeared. He had but just previously passed
the ill·fated Lord Cavendish and his hapless companion. Although
ignorant of the fact, at the time, both these gentlemen were cruelly
murdered within a few hundred yards of the spot where they had
met the assassins. Subsequently, and long after he had been laid aside
by the malady which at last ended his life, he was conveyed to Dublin,
in his then delicate condition, in order to confront the murderers, and
give evidence upon the trial. Upon his return to England, he spent
some weeks at C--, with relatives; and afterwards returned to his
father's house in the neighbourhood of the New Forest. There he
lingered till death terminated his sufferings. His last utterance, in his
mother's hearing, was "Going home!" Although she distinctly heard
the words, she did not detect their meaning until some weeks after his
removal, when she found in his waistcoat pocket a bookle entitled,
"Going Home." % It seems that this little work had been sen specially
to him by one of the relatives with whom he had been staying at
C--, and who had written his name upon the cover. Thus there
was every reason to hope that, in his declining health, he had been
led to read this work, and that the contents had been blessed to his
soul's eternal interest; otherwise, how is such a calm and deliberate
statement, at so solemn a crisis, to be accounted for ~ Be it remembered that it was the testimony of a dying man, who had evidently well
weighed the subject of the booklet which he had thus so carefully preserved.
How, then, should such cases stimulate to the use of the means, for
who can tell when, where, and to whom they may be blessed ~
FAITH, and holiness, with every other blessing, are the purchase of
the Redeemer's blood, and He has a right to bestow them on whom
He will, in such a manner and in such a measure as He thinks best,
though the spirit in all men lusteth to envy; and "whom He loveth,
He loveth unto the end."-Hart.
• "I'm Going Home!" Being Recollections of my Last Service in Ireland.
By D. A. DOUDNEY, D.D.
London: W. Mack, 28, Paternoster Row. Price
One Halfpenny.
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THE "OLD JONATHAN."-OOMMENOEMENT OF ITSTHIRTY-FOURTH YEAR.
WITH the present month we enter upon the thirty-fourth year of the
above work. To the Triune Jehovah, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, be
all the praise and glory for the strength bestowed in connection with the
same, and the blessing resulting therefrom. It would indeed be to our
shame did we allow the present period to pass by unnoticed. It would
ill become us to be regardless of the favours vouchsafed in regard to
the work. Not only have we been upheld and strengthened in its
preparation from month to month during the past three-and-thirty years,
but we are bound to aeknowledge the numberless proofs we have
had, from time to time, of the special blessing that has attended the
eirculation. That has extended not merely throughout the United
Kingdom, but far beyond the seas-yea, to the uttermost parts of the
habitable globe. Hence we believe that the last great day alone will
reveal the blessing that has attended this publication, and that wholly
and solely through the smile and approval of the Most High! Therefore, again we say, to Him, and Him alone, be all the praise!
""Ve cannot but look back with adoring wonder on our remembering it was in a Popish village, upon the sea-coast of Ireland, in the
month of April, 1856, that the first thought or idea of commencing·
the work was presented to the mind. In venturing upon such an
enterprize, and especially under the circumstances, how little did we
imagine to what it would lead! As far as memory serves, we had not
the least conception that the work would spread and continue as it
has done. We see by such facts how ill it becomes any to "despise
the day of small things." We discover, moreover, the need of taking
heed to the counsel, "Whatsoever thine hand findeth to do, do it with
thy might, for there is no work nor device in the grave whither thou
goest."
Further, in attempts of the kind, it is most unwise to dwell too
much upon the possible issue or the probable failure. The great object
should be, to seek to ascertain the Lord's mind upon the matter.
With at least the lwpe of His approval, and when as yet there appears
to be no negative upon the purpose or design, in the leadings of
Divine Providence, it behoves us to go forward, venturing upon His
arm and strength, with the hope of the blessing of the Lord as an
essential attendant upon the work undertaken, as far as we poor shortsighted creatures can calculate, with a single eye to His glory.
Touching upon possibilities and contingencies-the" ifs" and" buts"
which serve to intimidate many men-we may state that personally
we should not have ventured upon any undertaking or enterprise had
we been left under any such influence. As already intimated, with us,
our great wish and aim has been, to ascertain what the Lord's will
and pleasure as to present time and circumstances may be. That known
-or at least hoped so-we have been enabled to go forward, leaving
the morrow, with all its details, in the Lord's hand. We repeat that,
had not this been our course of action, we should literally have done
nothing. A merely worldly or cool, calculating man would have
charged us with over-sanguineness and a want of due caution. Be it
X
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so. However, in the retracing of our little life, we clearly see that, but
for a certain amount of so-called sanguineness or energy, we should
have sat down in supineness, and not ventured to undertake anything.
We repeat, therefore, that, when this or that thought, purpose, or design
has been laid upon the mind, and btoughtbefore the Lord in prayer,
and the way has opened for us to make a beginning, we have ventured,
in hope and trust that He would strengthen, sustain, and bless. And
this, blessed be His name, He has done. Hence we repeat, to Him,
and to Him alone, be all the praise. " Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto
us, but unto Thy name give glory, for Thy mercy and for Thy truth's
sake."
We unhesitatingly affirm that there is not a creature upon earth has
more reason than ourselves to endorse that precious testimony of the
Apostle Paul-" For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many
wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called:
but God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the
wise j and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound
the things which are mighty j and base things of the world, and things
which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not,
to bring to nought things that are: that no flesh should glory in His
presence" (1 Oor. i. 26-29).
But now, dear reader, having thus dwelt somewhat upon the past,
permit us to touch a little upon the future. Ab! the future.l ,Vell, as
far as we are concerned, it must be-it camwt but be-a brief-a very brief
-future with us, as to our time-state. When one has reached to within
two years of four-score, it behoves him to remember that he is where he is
and what he is upon so-called "sufferance" indeed. He has no right
whatever to calculate upon either extension or duration in regard to his
sojourn here. According to the common period allotted to man, his lease
has already run out, and he is merely allowed to hold on or abide where
he is, and as he is, till "notice to quit" is served upon him, and
that, from his very position, he may receive at any moment.
Well, then, reader, under these circumstances, we cannot but express
our state of mind in regard to this work. We are anxious for its
future.
As far as our own views and intentions, in the conducting of this
publication, are concerned, we have sought to bring before our reader"
the real and the pmctical. There is amply sufficient of the 'wenl
and the sensational without our adding thereto. Deeply sensible as
we have been of the subtle means the great enemy of souls employs
for captivating and ensnaring, especially the young and untried,
we have endeavoured to deal in these pages with plain matters of fact.
Experience has been our watchword in the conducting of this work.
Our aim has been that our readers should be benefited by the t?st
and reality with which others have had to contend. We have been
anxious that they should' learn salutary lessons at O'lr expense, and
at the cost of others who, like ourselves, may too often have been misled
by false and deceptive influences.
We are quite aware that to have pursued a different course-that of
seeking to entertain, rather than to edify-to please, instead of profitmight, for a time-at least, in the estimation. of many-have rendered
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our labours more acceptable. This, however, would only have had a
transient effect upon the general reader. In the issue, and when called
to enter upon real life, and engage in the great battle in which, sooner
or later, all have to take part, matters would be viewed in a very
different light. We should have subjected ourselves-and justly, tooto reproach. We should have been admonished upon the ground of
not having cautioned and advised, when and where we had ample
materials for so doing, rather than giving a composing draught to a
patient who was already in a dangerous slumber. In such case, the
great object should be to rouse and animate, rather than contribute to
the apparently impending sleep of death.
Need we remind our readers of the vast amount of most injurious
.literature which, in almost every form of attraction, both in language
and illustration,is now so rife ~ With the facilities for learning that
are now so widespread, there is an ever-increa13iog thirst for reading,
and that, alas! for the sensational and exciting. The consequence is
that, where religious principle is wanting, the depraved passions and
propensities of our poor, fallen nature are pandered to by the material
thus presented to the young and inexperienced. This, moreover, is
greatly aided by the placards with which the street hoardings are
covered, the pictorial representations of which are not merely illustrative of, but suggestive of, the most hapless and destructive deeds. The
evils arising from this one source alone are incalculable, and are
among the many calls to be up and doing, in order to counteract the
deadly influence of such measures. At the time we write, a young man
of eighteen lies under sentence of death for a murder supposed to have
been committed under the influence of the wretched placards that are
a disgrace to the age in which we live.
But now, dear readers, what is our duty under the varied influences
by which we are surrounded ~ Does it not behove us to do what little
we can, where we can, and while we can ~ First, whatever we do, it can
be but little, at best. Then, as to our sphere of labour, it must be
narrow and circumscribed. :N ext, how brief the period of our efforts!
We do assure the reader that, when we personally look back, not merely
upon the time we have been engaged in this work, the three-and-thirty
years, but even when we add to it the further period of sixteen years,
making together but one year short of half-a-century, the period in
which we have edited the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, we are perfectly
astounded at the brevity of the whole! It seems but as yesterday that
we first took in hand the editorial pen. As to our conscious shortcomings and infirmities, in connection wit,h the whole period, we dare
not venture even to touch upon it. Suffice it to say, they are a perpetual source of humiliating acknowledgment before God, and furnish a
continuous plea at the mercy-seat that He would be pleased to "forgive
the 'sins of our holy things." If this be the case with respect to our
attempts to labour for Him, what shall we say as to our course of
conduct and life where such efforts are not our more immediate
object ~
But, to sum up our remarks, dear reader, what shall we say ~ "Vell,
this is what we wish, in brief, to set before you. Under the ever·
deepening consciousness of the shortness of our tarry on earth, in the
X 2
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prospect of so soon being called away, we should rejoice to see additional effort upon the part of our readers, not merely to perpetuate our
humble operations, but to extend them after we have "gone the way of
all the earth." We know not who our successor may be. Of this we
have not the slightest conception; but we trust that, in the good
providence of God, he may be led to pursue the line of things we have
adopted, namely, to deal in the 1'eal and experimental, rather than in
the vague and visiona1'y; and, whilst he thus does his part, we trust
that our readers may seek to encourage and to hold up his hands, In so
doing, we hope they will strive to their utmost to extend the circulation
of Old Jonathan. May their uppermost thought be, ,,'What can I do 1"
and with the thought couple the action. Let head, heart, and hand cooperate. 'Where this three-fold influence is brought to bear, the results
must be satisfactory. God grant that, poor, imperfect, and altogether
unworthy as our labours for others' welfare may be, still it may be
said even of such poor and imperfect services, as was said of one of
old, "She hath clone what she could."
We cannot close this address without returning our warmest thanks
to those who have aided us in our labours by their literary contributions. Our gratitude is likewise due, in a pre-eminent degree, to those
who have rendered us pecuniary aid in the publication of several of
our works. But for that aid, some at least of our books would never
have gone through the press. Hence, if they have been made of service
to our fellow-men, the thanks of the readers of those works, as well as
our own, are due to such kind and generous helpers. That the Lord
Himself may recompense them, is our daily prayer.
We have one more word to and. If we may express a wish,
it is that, before we go hence, and are no more seen" -and this
must very shortly be the case--we should rejoice to behold evidence
and proof of an increased and increasing estimation of this work.
Had we it in our power, we would not only send number after number,
as they appear, to hospitals, dispensaries, Soldiers' and Sailors', as well
as Young Men's and Women's Christian Institutes, and BRIDER'S as
well as various other Missions, but we should be greatly pleased to
forward the back volumes into channels where we know they would meet
with a hearty and most grateful reception. How many a Soldiers' or
Sailors' Society would gladly place a volume of Old Jonathan in the
seaman's chest or the soldier's kit, and thus furnish them with reading
when far, far away! Who can tell the blessings that might result
therefrom?
Reader, will you help 1
C(

Since the above was written, in one of our many half.day sea-trips
to Southampton, we went down to the docks, to look at a huge ship
which had just put in there in consequence of a recent collision in the
Channel. She had a large rent in her bows, and was discharging part
of her cargo, in order to facilitate the repairs. She had on board
between 1,200 and 1,400 emigrants. The sight of these, as they
crowded the deck, was most pitiable. Here and there one was reading
some tract or booklet, but for most part they stood listlessly peering
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over the side of the ship, as if wondering what the next movement
would be. The papers stated that, at the time of the collision, they
were greatly alarmed, as well they might be, not knowing but their
ship might share the same fate as the one they had run into, which
speedily foundered. However, as we gazed upon that poor, hapless
multitude, one's heart yearned over them. We thought, "Oh, how
gladly we would, if we could, go among them, and give to each an Old
Jonathan, or a booklet, with which to divert them, and while away
these weary, desolate hours!"
THE EDITOR.
BOWING AT THE NAME OF JESUS.
A FEW years since, at the Bible reading at the Clifton Conference, Mr.
BARNE, in commenting upon the latter verses of Colossians ii., said
he never bowed his head when the name of Jesus was used, because
he felt it was offering more hon:;.age to God the Son than to God the
Fat,her and God the Holy Ghost. A lady a~ked what it meant, then,
by the verses, "At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow." He
said, "Will you turn to Romans xi,'. 10-12: 'But why dost thou
judge thy brother ~ or why dost thou set at nought thy brother ~ for
we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. For it is
written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to Me, and
every tongue shall confess to God. So then everyone of us shall
give account of himself to God' ~ Then," he said, "it will be at the
judgment day that everyone shall bow the knee and confess that He
is God-everyone that has denied His Godhead; everyone that has
denied his God."
If wt' turn to Philippians ii. 9-11, we read, "Wherefore God hath
highly exalted Him, and given Him a name which is above every name:
that at [or in] the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in
heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth j and that
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father."
Again, in Revelation v. 11-14, "And I beheld, and I heard the
voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the
elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand,
and thousands of thousands j saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the
Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and
strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. And every creature
which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such
as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing,
and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the
throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. And the four beasts
said, Amen. And the four and twenty elders fell down and worshipped Him that liveth for ever and ever."
NONE can make a Christian but He who made the world. "It is
not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God which
showeth mercy."-Hart.
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PASTOR AND TEACHERS.
OUR DEAR DOCTOR,-We, the Superintendents and Teachers of your
Schools, desire to tender you our hearty congratulations on the attainment of your seventy-eighth birthday. We would thank and praise our
Heavenly Father for His goodness and mercy in sparing your valuable
life, io proclaim His sovereign grace and love, not only to us, your own
charge, but to His people throughout the world, by means of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, Old Jonathan, &c.
We would remember, too, your life amongst us-its love and purity,
its zeal for God and His glory-together with your childlike faith in
Bim for those supplies which you have needed in building Church,
Schools, and Mission Hall, and in sending forth such an abundance of
'Gospel literature from that wonderful instrumentality, the Printing
Nursery of our Schools. Well do a few of us recollect your earnest
pleadings at the mercy-seat, when these buildings were opened, that
God would take up His abode, and own and bless the work carried on
within them, using the words of Solomon of old (1 Kings viii. 27-30).
We would assure you of our continued love to you and yours, and
of our constant remembrance of you at the throne of grace; and we
rejoice in the knowledge that" praying breath was never spent in vain,"
for He has said, "Prove Me now herewith, and see if I will not open
the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing"; "Open thy
mouth wide, and I will fill it " ; al:d again, "Whatsoever ye shall ask
in My name, I will do it."
Though we highly esteem and appreciate the zeal and faithfulness of
your representative, dear fr. NOYES, yet we still indulge the hope
that it may please God to bring our dear old Pastor of thirty years
into our midst once more, filled with the Spirit, and joy and peace.
We deeply sympathize with you in your deprivation of pulpit privileges,
but pray that this also may be recognized as part of the "covenant,
ordered in all things, and sure," working good to those who love God.
With much Christian love to Mrs. DOUDNEY, your sister, aJid yourself,
from
Yours sincerely,
EDWIN J. CARLILE, Sec.
St. Luke's, Bedminster, Ma1'ch 7th, 1889.
[HERE FOLLOW THE SIGNATURES.]
TO THE TEACHERS OF ST. LUKE'S SUNDAY SCHOOLS,
BEDMINSTER.
My DEAR FRIENDS AND FELLOW-LABOURERS,-I thank you most
heartily for your letter, and for your kind expressions of attachmeJ;lt to
myself, and appreciation of my imperfect labours among, yo,u, during
the last thirty years. When I think of that lengthened period having
passed away during my connection with dear Bedminster, I feel
amazed. Nearly three-fourths of my ministerial life have .be,en passed
there; and oh, how many the changes that have marked its progress!
How few remain who were identified with the commencement of the
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work at St. Luke's! It is only one here and there who can say, "I
attended the opening of the Temporary Church." How few-yea, how
very few-who can say, "I listened, on the 1st of May, 1859, to
our Pastor's first words-his opening commission-' In this place will
[ give pe'1ce, s~tith the Lord of Hosts'" (Haggai ii. 9). Blessed be His
ever-great and adorable name, He has given peace, even a "peace
which passeth all understanding," to mauy a poor, burdened, heartbroken sinner, since that memorable morning; and I venture to hope
and believe that there are many now before the throne, released from
all the sins and sufferings, toils and turmoils, of this mortal state,
who instrumentally ascribe their blessedness to the simple preaching of
the everlasting Gospel in that humble building, and the. more permanent church. To God, and God alone, be all the glory!
Although, my dear friends, as you are aware, I have. now ~een
absent from you for a little over a year, and during that time have
been entirely deprived of the sweet privilege of proclaiming from the
pulpit "the unsearchable riches of Christ," yet I trust I have learnt
some salutary lessons. Among them is a deeper sense than I ever before
possessed of the greatness of the privilege of labouring for the Lord.
In whatever form that labour may consist) whether it be in preaching,
Sunday School teaching, or house-to·house visitation, sure I am that
such occupation far, far exceeds, for solid pleasure and satisfaction, any
service or engagement in which men can be otherwise employed. It is
attended with a reality and a ptnnanence to which nought of this poor
perishing world can make the slightest pretensions.
Touching upon this subject, I cannot but mention how much I have
been impressed with the fact of how many of the aristocracy-the so<:alled great and noble of this world-have recently been called away
to their great account. Another fact has likewise struck me, which is,
the number of wealthy landowners who are placing their estates, in the
market. This bespeaks that restlessness, and change, and dissatisfaction which appertains to all that is independent of, or falls short of,
those "durable riches and righteousness" of which every partaker of
divine grace-every child of God, however humble or obscure in this
world-is the privileged recipient, as made heir to an "inheritance
which is incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away."
Moreover, in my personal contact with this and that person whom I
may happeJf to have met, in my absence from among you,.how has my
<lonviction been intensified as to the fact of all connected with this
world, of itself considered, being stamped, and that most legibly and
<immovably, with, "This also is vanity." ," Vanity of vanities, saith the
preacher, all is vanity."
In myoid age and declining_years, my dear fr~ends, I am bound to
testify to these facts, both in regard to personal experience and careful
observation. I don't think this lesson was ever S9 deeply impressed
upon me as it has been of late. Perhaps I was, in part, sent here, .under
present circumstances, to learn it, and strive the more, in turn, to impress
it' upon you.
If, therefore, you are thus benefited by my observation
a~d experience, my having been for a season laid aside will not have
been in vain. I pray God it may be so.
_
With regard to my humble ministrations among you, my dear friends,
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I think you will admit that I have ever endeavoured to show that all
vitality in religion is in direct opposition to that which is pleasant or
congenial to our poor fallen nature. In His Personal ministry, the
Lord Jesus distinctly and emphatically testified that "that which is
born of the flesh is fle"h, and that which is born of the Spirit is
spirit" (John iii. 6). They are perfectly distinct, nor can they ever be
united. Hence it behoves us ever to be upon the alert, lest Satan,
that arch-deceiver, should take advantage of the deceitfulness of our
poor treacherous hearts, and lead us to suppose that certain feelings or
emotions were of divine origin, and the product of the Holy Spirit.
Now, seeing that his time is short (as the Scriptures affirm), and
that he is, in consequence, "come down with great power," I am persuaded that, among the many delusions of the day, is the seeking to
attract and allure by that which is pleasant and agreeable to the flesh.
Upon this ground I am sure many of you, my dear friends, will
remember how often I have given the cautionary word. All true
spiritual blessing, I have again and again stated, comes counter and in
direct opposition to our fallen nature. If the supposed benefit or blessing be pleasant or congenial to our natural inclination, or fleshly minds,
it is no spiritual blessing. It is merely a crafty device of Satan.
So much has my mind been impr~ssed for many years past that
entertainment was a device of Satan, under the guise of religion, that
from the first I set my face against the so-called Service of Song. I
believed, and still do believe, that, in reality, it was a service of sin.
:Because connected with church or chapel, it has been regarded as a
service for God, whereas no such service entailed flesh-denial or
creature crucifixion, but the very reverse. It has been gratifying to
the flesh, and, by bringing together certain persons-young people
especiallJ-has pandered to the pride of the human heart.
I am quite vrepared for the charge of narrowness and bigotry
by making these statements. Such charge, however, I am content to
bear, whilst I have a clear conscience before God that I speak or protest in the interest and for the well-being of immortal souls.
Need I remind you, my dear friends, that, at my advanced agp, I must
soon-and that very soon-render an account of my stewardship to
the great Judge of quick and dead 1 This I wish to do with joy, and
not with sorrow.
I cannot tell you the extent to which my mind has been pained
by what I have witnessed since I have been located here. The preaching of the simple Gospel has been ignored and set at nought on every
hand, by the most sensational entertainments-concerts, services of song,
theatrical displays, recitations, and I know not what. When at S---,
a day or two since, my attention was dra'l""n to the most flaming
announcements in huge posting bills, printed in most flaming colours, in
true concert or theatrical style, of a series of services, in commemoration
of the bi-centenary of a Baptist chapel.*' Now, more than sixty years
ago, at that identical chapel, I heard the first Gospel sermon, as far as
personal understanding was concerned. When I saw the announcement,
therefore, to which I have referred, I thought of the simplicity of by• The leading line in the bill was

"DEMONSTRATIO~,"

in red ink.
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gone days, and what would be the feelings of the former minister, could
he witness the present state of things. Again, in another chapel hard by
the one of which I have spoken, the sum of nearly five thousand pounds
is in course of being expended, not for enlargement simply, but almost
entirely for repairing and ornamentation. The roof and sides and back
wall are left standing; merely the front wall is removed, and that for
the purpose, I presume, of a more imposing entrance, as an additional
space of merely sixteen feet is to be added. What, then, can be intended by the extravagant expenditure to which I have referred, but
human attraction, or fleshly display, which, I repeat, is the order
of the day 1 whereas, in the sacred Word, we are distinctly told that
"the kingdom of God cometh not by observation," or, as it is rendered
in the margin, "by outward show." Perhaps I felt the contemplation of these things the more, because it was but a few months since I
looked in at this chapel, and most vividly was brought to my recollection what I felt when attending it, some sixty-four years ago. The
now venerable JAMES GRIFFIN was then preaching, when as yet not out
of his teens. Well do I remember his text-" Turn Thou me, and I
shall be turned "-and well do I remember my feelings when, as yet
but a youth, I listened to his testimony. Hence the changes in the
building of whi\;h I have spoken seemed to be treading on sacred
ground.
It is a deep feeling of weight and responsibility, my dear friends, that
leads me to allude to these things, and to urge upon you the great fact
upon which the Lord Himself, in His Personal ministry, laid so great a
stress when He said, "Ye m~tst be born again." Oh, beware, beware,
I beseech you, of underrating or thinking lightly of this inestimable and
indispensable blessing. Nothing can suffice for it. Nought can be put
in its place. No mere emotional feelings-no refined taste-no love
of church or chapel architecture, music, or colour. Regeneration,
or the new birth, consists in that of which the Apostle speaks, where
he says, "If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature; old things
are passed away, and behold, all things are become new." Inseparable
from this is the knowledge of, and love for, Jesus! To such He is
no longer" as a root out of a dry ground, without form or comeliness,"
but, under the gracious operation of the Holy Ghost, He becomes" thp.
Chiefest among ten thousand, the altogether lovely"; so that the
regenerated or new-born soul can say, and that in a real, and not merely
pretentious way" Yes, Thou art precious to my soul,
My transport and my trust;
Jewels to Thee are gaudy toys,
And gold is sordid dust."
Bear with your old Pastor, my dear friends, whilst he affectionately
presses the inquiry, Can you say this 1 Is Christ preci:ms to you 1
Can you, each for yourself, say, "I know whom I have believed, and
am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have committed
unto Him against that day" 1
Oh, then, if able, upon Scriptural grounds, to answer these questions
in the affirmative, then I say, All hail! I greet you in the name of
the Lord, and congratulate you in the prospect that soon we shall be
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"followers of those who, through faith and patience, inherit the
promises." "Soon life's battle will be o'er." Soon the victory will be
won, and we shall join "the general assembly and Church of the Firstborn" above, in their ascriptions of praise "unto Him who hath loved
them, and washed them from their, sins in His own blood, and hath
made them kings and priests unto God and His Father: to Him be
glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen."
I am, my dear friends,
Your loving Pastor and Fellow-Labourer,
D.

A. DOUDNEY.

P.S.-Since tile above was written, I have met with an aged minister, just
seven years my senior, he being born on the 8th March, 1804. Before ordination,
'he studied at the Baptist College, Bristol, and sat under the ministry of the late
ROBERT HALL. When contrasting the present times with the past, in a religious
point of view, and the spirit of entertainment that was so rife in these days, he
said that, when recently speaking with a popular Independent or Congregational
minister upon the subject, and the sad practice of professedly godly people
attending the race·course, steeple·chase, and such like, to his perfect surprise,
the said minister's reply was, "Had 1 a good lW1'.e, I would gladly go." He was
astounded at such a statement, and well he might be.
I would urge upon you, my dear friends, the perusal of a penny booklet,
by' the Rev. ARCHlBALD G. BROWN, entitled, "The J)evil's Mission of Amusement." It is a solemn and most forcible "protest" against the popular practices
of the day, in the so·called religious world.

S.mn.ons

R1th

j.ot.es .of Serm.ons.

BRIEF NOTES OF A SERMON,
PREACHED BY THE LATE JAJlfES WELLS, OF THE SURREY TABERNACLE,
AT JEWIN CRESCENT, LONDON, JULY 8TH, 1853.

"But he,' being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up steadfastly into heaven,
and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God,
and said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing
on the right hand of God."-}..CTs vii. 55, 56.

the Lord becomes our Teacher, we are sure to think that a
regular attendance to the ordinances of the Lord's house is quite
sufficient. Stephell cut up all these notions, and showed them how
different was the truth. There is only one life we can live, and th!lt
is, by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
There were three accusations against Stephen,. two of which were
not true. They said he blasphemed Moses and God. This was not
true. Ha put Moses in his place, and showed them J eSllS Christ.
The next accusation was, that he spake against the holy places.
This might be, because he would show a better temple, and a better
resting-place.
But then he said that Jesus of Nazareth was greater than Moses.
In their opinion this was a dangerous doctrine. He looked steadfastly
into heaven, and saw the heavens opened-although the earth was
closed against him-and saw "the Son of Man standing on the right
UNTIL
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hand of God." Such was the beauty and grandeur of the sight-so fixed
his attention-that he was enabled to say what he did, notwithstanding
his sufferings.
We will notice, first,~ the steadfast look; secondly, the best attraction.
The steadfast look will mean, the steadfast look of faith, and hope,
and prayer to God. There was nothing could draw his attention from
this. There is no love like the love of God. When ,the Lord reveals
Himself as our only hope, and shows us our condition under the law,
it is with us a matter of necessity, and we are sure that nothing but
the love of God can reach us.
Thrice happy the man whose trust is in the mercy and goodness of
God. Nothing has been able to shake me from this for the last
twenty-seven years. For such "to live is Christ, to die is gain," to
rise is gain, and to enter heaven is gain. The Lord is steadfast, and
He will make His people that which He would have them to be.
Love! It is a great thing to have an object to love, and a hope of
full possession of that object. Our God is almighty, and, having loved
His people, He "will never leave them, nor forsake them."
It means not only necessity and reconciliation, but also understanding.
It is no small mercy to be able to discern what is truth and what is
error. Many are sincere, yet are wrong, and are devouring ashes.
Of these there are not a few.
The old covenant stood in fleshly ordinances, in a worldly sanctuary.
My: soul has never revolted from His love, and mercy, and truth, since
I first tasted that He was gracious.
.
'"...., .
Attraction.· There is no attraction like this. There are our goldfields, academical honours, and senatorial honours, but what are they
in comparison of this attraction 1 The glory he saw drew his attention
from what they were doing with his body. He was contemplating the
glory of God, and while so engaged they took away his life.
Truth also is another attraction. It is so, sometimes, a sweet
Scripture comes in, and wonderfully encourages us. Very many have
been refreshed from, "If needs be, ye are in heaviness," &c. It is but
for a season. Stephen would say, "I am suffering, but there if; a needsbe. My body will soon be silent in its native earth, but my spirit
will be carried into Abraham's bosom, amid the songs and praises of
angels."
As we draw near eternity, what molehills the things of time appear
to us! The clouds of mortality will thicken as we draw near our end,
but the skies above will become brighter and brighter.

THERE is the analogy of faith. It is a master-key, which not only
opens particular doors, but carries you through the whole house. But
,an' attachment to a rigid system is dangerous. LUTHER once turned
,out the Epi;;;t!e of St. James, becaq.se it disturbed his 8ystem. Dr. OWEN
will be ashamed of his wisdom five minutes after he has been in heaven.
I shall preach, perhaps, very usefully upon two opposite texts; but if
I attem.pt to reconcile them, it is ten to one if I don't begin to bungle.J. ,Newton.
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COMMUNINGS BY THE WAY.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR BROTHER IN JESUS,-Some kind, unknown friend sends me
your dear Magazine every month, and I have no other way than this
of thanking them, which I do most truly, for it seems to bring back
past years, and also tells me more of yourself.
Dear Editor, nearing as I am the brink of the river, and dreading
the cold crossing and the dark ferryman who only executes the fiat,
"Father, I will that they also whom Thou hast given Me be with Me
where I am," "the fear of death" is indeed a bondage, and only He
who has destroyed death can help us to look forward to it calmly. vVe
know, in many cases, the thread of life is snapped so quickly that the
spirit is set free from its earthly house without a sigh.
I remember hearing dear Mr. GADSBY tell of a good woman, in whose
cottage he used to preach, and all through her affiiction she waq
harassed and burdened with the thought of dying. She had talked of
it before the service began on this evening, with the same terror, and
Mr. GADSBY took up her case very specially in prayer, and when it was
over, they noticed she did not lift her head from her hand, and, like
Enoch, she" was not, for God had taken her." " Dying grace for dying
moments," said one j and so, brother, I believe we shall find it. Certainly I am most concerned to have the sweet assurance that I shall
stand before the throne" accepted," as dear KENT shouted so jubilantly
three times, when he was departing. Fragrant memories of glorified
saints! How many we have! We may call them our own "cloud of
witnesses " j and I often feel to hold more communion with the dead
than the living. My childhood and youth were specially favoured with
knowing so many gracious men who lived Christ, and I often feel and
repeat the words of the godly THOMAS HARDY to my mother-" Oh,
Martha, after all my preaching, and going hither and thither, I shall
be thankful if I can get to heaven in the baggage waggon of sovereign
mercy."
I cannot fancy you infirm, and picture you as you were at Miss
SIMPSON'S, where we last met, in 1874. I am sorry for your deafness,
and have the same trial, but lighter, or what could I do in my little
school ~
May you be richly blessed, dear brother, to the end! Yea, you will
and have been.
Yours in the truth,
Alderley Edge, ~March 3rd, 1889.
E. M. L. HIBBARD.
COMMENTS.
1. So, dear fellow-traveller, so "nearing the brink of the river" as
you are, you are "dreading the cold crossing." Well, you are by no
means alone in this particular. We believe it to be a very common
•• family frailty." Do we not read, even in the Apostle's time, of those
... who, through fear of death, were all their life-time subject to bondage" 1 And yet, for most part, when they come to the end-when, as
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with the priests in Joshua's time, their feet really touch the waters, of
the Jordan, they divide, and they pass over dry-shod. You see that
thus, as in all other matters touching pilgrimage, it is something for
faith to work upon. We are such "fools, and so slow of heart to
believe," that, although the living and walking by faith is a leading
feature in our belief, yet, alas! our creed and our conduct are at
variance. As to our walk and conversation, the one belies and contradicts the other, and that in the face of the ten thousand instances in
which the Lord has been infinitely better to us than all our manifold
fears and misgivings. vVere we not such poor, thankless, and forgetful
creatures, we could bring forward innumerable examples of how the
Lord had again and again-yea, invariably-appeared as our Sustainer,
Defender, Deliverer, in the face of apparently insuperable difficulties.
And this character and these dealings, blflssed be His name, He intends to maintain-yea, to the very last; so that by faith-not by feeling
-not by sight or sense-not by creature-reasoning or argument-no,
no, but by faith, and by faith alone-we may exclaim"Yes, I to the end shall endure,
As s1lre as the earnest is given;
More happy, but not more seCU1'e,
The glorified spirits in heaven."
2. The case you quote, in regard to dear Mr. GADSBY, is remarkable
and equally blessed. Mr. SPURGEON mentions a very similar case
which occurred in the early part of his ministry, when a dear old
pilgrim's fixed position whilst he was preaching led him to think that
the vital spark had fled during his preaching, and this proved to be
the case. Whilst many of the "shrinking" ones are taken away in their
sleep, and hence never know what the article of death is, there are
others called away in equal ignorance or indifference as to what they
are passing through. Aye, and we believe we may add that each and
every one of the Lord's dear children are, sooner or later, quite reconciled to their Father's means and method of taking them home.
Whether the time be long or short-by protracted affiiction or otherwise-one and all are prepared to testify, and that with their dying
breath, 'I He hath done all things well." IVe have no more doubt of
this than of our at this moment recording the testimony.
3. Dear JOHN, KENT'S transition was likewise very blessed. Well
indeed may we take both courage and comfort from his earlier testimony.
It has been a solace to our own mind numberless times"Here let the weary rest,
Who love the Saviom"s name;
Though with no sweet enjoyment blest,
The covenant stands the same."
As to your own so ardent wishes, dear sister, depend upon it, in due
course, you will realize them. He who begat in your heart the desire
will most assuredly, in due time, fulfil the same. W ell you know that
the one is as much of and from the Lord as the other. "He will fulfil
the desire of them that fear Him; He also will hear their cry, and will
save them."
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4. Ah! you may well speak of the "cloud of witnesses" whom we
have personally known, and whose memories are enshrined in our hearts.
Well, what a mercy that "they without us cannot be made .perfect."
It is so great a comfort that, "if the Lord had need of them j He hath
equal need of us also." There is to be "no schism in the body." He who
said, "Father, I will that they also whom Thou hast given Me be with
Me where, I am,". must--there is a covenant "must" in the case-He
must have the" sighing " ones and the" weeping " ones, the" tottering"
and the "trembling" ones, with Him, so as to constitute that vast
assembly of whom He shall exclaim, "Father, here am I, and the
children Thou hast given Me." "Not a hoof [blessed be God!] can
be left behind."
5. Ab! yes, THOMAS HARDY was right. It will be of "sovereign
mercy" indeed that we each and all reach home at last. vV'e are reminrled, at the moment of writing, of the old negress, who said to a
dear- friend of ours, "If Massa Jesus takes me to heaven, He shall
never hear the last of it."
6. You speak of our being " infirm." We have to thank God for
a goodly measure of restored health. The change here, and the seatrips, have had a marvellous effect. It is the exclusion from the pulpit,
and the inability to hear the preacher, that constitute the trial under
present circumstances. The Lord, in His mercy, give us grace to fall
into His hand, and unfeignedly to exclaim, "Thy will be done!"
THE EDITOR.
DIVINE GUIDANCE A1~D GUARDIANSHIP.
To the Editor of the Gospel ]Jlagazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-I hope you don't think me negligent in not
replying ere this to your kind note of the 28th ult., but myself and
wife have been out on a short visit. Upon our return, your kind note,
with cheque for one guinea, was waiting for us. I therefore embrace
the first opportunity to return you and the kind donor my sincere
thanks. Oh, how mysterious are the ways of God! I cashed it, and
felt it would be best to give the dear, good woman it in silver, as she
is not able to get out herself, and her only income being a small pittance
from the parish. I should have been glad if you and the kind donor
could have been there to witness the effect it had upon this dear child
of God. I did not at first tell her the object I had in calling, so we
soon got into conversation, and I soon found that she was tried, though
I never heard her grumble, nor fret, nor repine; but, On the contrary,
always such contentment, and feeling thankful to the Lord for His
goodness and mercy to her. Oh, how it has reproved me, for I have
to confess with shame that
"I often grumble and repine
With blessings in my hand."
After we had a nice long conversation, I took out my purse and put
the twenty-one shillings in her hand. ,She burst into tears, and it touched
my poor, hard heart. As soon as she was able to speak she said, "How
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can I praise the Lord sufficiently for this extraordinary instance of His
goodness towards me ~ What does it all mean ~ Oh, do tell me!
Wherever does it come from ~ " Poor thing, she appeared to be rich,
and felt she had now a bank of her own to draw upon when needed.
She said, "Oh, this will be nice! It will last a long time, for I never
had such an amount sent me or given to me." She requested me, with
tears running down her cheeks, to return her sincere and heartfelt
gratitude to you and the kind donor for such great kindness. She could
not find words to express her thankfulness. She would have been only
too pleased to have written you, but she never was able to write, so
she wished me to do so; and I am sure I do so most heartily, both
on her behalf and also myself, for I felt it was an honour conferred
upon me to be the instrument to convey it to her. What an honour it
is to be the instrument in the Lord's hand of doing any good to His
dear people!
He has said, "Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one
of the least of these My brethren, ye have done it unto Me." What a
mercy to feel a love and union of heart to the Lord's dear people!
Ab! it is many years ago since I first felt like one of old, when she
said, C'Thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God: where
thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried" ; and they still are
to us the excellent of the earth. Though we have found in them, as
well as ourselves, many failings and infirmities, yet, in the language of
COWPER, we can say, "With all their faults we love them still"; and,
with another of the poets, we feel"With them numbered may I be
Now, and through eternity."
I trust the kind donor may experience the fulfilment of that portion
of the Word of God where it says that "it is more blessed to give
than to receive"; and again we read, "He that giveth to the poor
lelldeth unto the Lord." I have been struck with this last passage"lendeth unto the Lord." Not given to the Lord, but only lent.
What a safe investment iil the Lord's bank! What good percentage
is guaranteed to all those who have faith wrought in their hearts to put
some of their gold and silver here! It is marvellous how some of the
Lord's dear people are provided for, as regards their poor bodies. The
Prophet of old was fed by the most unlikely way and manner to us,
but it is as good JOHN NEWT01- says"More likely to rob than to feed
Were ravens, which live upon prey;
But, when the Lord's people have need,
His goodness will find out a way."

.

And He is the same God still. Yes, His name is still" Jehovah-Jireh."
But into what trying places are some of the family of God brought, as
regards temporal things! It is in mounts of danger and .of straits.
Abraham had the severe trial before He realized the almighty power
of God in providing and delivering. Then he called the name of that
place" Jehovah-Jireh "_cc The Lord will provide!"
This poor woman of whom I am now writing, thanking you for your
kindness, has often told me that it would be impossible for her to
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attempt to say or tell anyone how she is provided for, but the Lord
does, in a remarkable way, provide for her sustenance, though often most
sorely tried, as you must know that she pays Is. 6d. per week for one
room, which is always nice and clean, then she has to find light and
firing, out of 3s. 6d., and not able to earn a penny, through an internal
complaint. She informed my wife that, when she has been in want of
anything to wear, shp, has told the Lord, and laid it before Him, and
(to the honour of His holy name) He always appears, and sends it
from some quarter or other. For instance, a short time ago, it was
impressed upon my wife's mind to take her a little shawl to put over
her shoulders, to keep her warm as she sat in the room, and a few
pocket-handkerchiefs. Neither of us knew anything about her needs,
but when my wife took them, she told her they were just the things
she required, and had been asking the Lord to send her them, for He
knew that she was not able to buy them.
These words strike the mind while writing, "Your Heavenly Father
knoweth your need of these things." Ah! and He is not lost for means
to accomplish His purpose! All hearts are in His hand. " The gold and
the silver are His, and the cattle upon a thousand hills." I often say
that many of God's dear people could write their "Bank of Faith."
How mysterious are the ways of our God! When I wrote you, and
mentioned her case as being one of the fruits of dear J. D. LANE'S
ministry, I little thought of what would be the outcome of it. How
true it is that
"God moves in a mysterious way,
His wonders to perform."
How nice it is to watch the Lord's hand in His dealings with us and
Qthers! The Psalmist says, "Whoso is wise, and will observe these
things, even they shall understand the loving-kindness of the Lord."
In our own little history, how we have seen the Lord's hand in many,
many instances!
Our mutual friend, A. WILCOCKSON, for years has been in the habit of
sending her Zion's Witness (gratis), and when she removed from her late
residence, where she lived for upwards of eighteen years, to her present
abode, she wished me to write to Mr. WILCocksON, to inform him of
her changed address, which I did, and I referred to her in my letter,
which he inserted in Zion's Witness. The result was, I received, soon
after the magazine was out, a note, enclosing 2s. 6d. in st,amps, with a
request that I would convey them to the poor widow whom I alluded
to in my letter, and that she was to receive it as "a cup of cold water,"
in the name of a disciple, signed, "A Little One," with no address, so
that I was not able then to write and thank this unknown friend for
the kindness in thus sending to one of the Lord's poor and needy ones.
But it was remarkable how I found-or rather, how the Lord appeared
and found-this unknown friend out for me. She is a person who
keeps a little shop in Essex, and ever since then we have corresponded,
and feel a blessed union of soul with each other. She has told me
that it seems so mysterious how I found her out, as no one but herself
and the Lord knew anything of the circumstance of her sending the
half-crown, and she and I were, up to that date, entire strangers. I
call her one of the Lord's finding friends. Thus the Lord works.

..
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You will pardon me for referring to these matters, but they come fresh
to my mind. Of course I cannot, in a letter, go into detail. To do that,
we need a face to face interview, and that we never shall be privileged to
have j but it is a privilege to speak to each other by pen and paper.
We have a pleasing remembrance of an interview with you, though a
brief one, when you were at Arlesey, in Bedfordshire. My wife and
myself went there on purpose to hear you, and did not go in vain.
Many have been the times that we have referred to that circumstance.
How nice it is to be enabled to look back, and remember the hill
Mizar-to see waymarks by the way! It is cheering to the wayworn
pilgrim in the journey through this wilderness. What an unspeakable
mercy to- be a pilgrim and a stranger here below! vVe find, as the
poet sings"We've no abiding city here;
Sad truth, were this to be our home!
But let the thought our spirits cheer,
We seek a city yet to come,"
and the journey will soon come to a close.
I am sorry to hear you are so sadly, but I hope you may soon be
better. You refer, in this month's GOSPEL MAGAZINE, to that sorelyaffiicted, yet greatly-favoured, child of God, RUTH LINDSAY. We do
occasionally correspond with each other. I wrote her about three weeks
ago, but have not as yet had a reply.~ I suppose she is not able to
write at present. Is that by her pen in this month's GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
pages 90-93, signed "R" ~
I am glad the Lord still enables you to use your pen for the benefit
of the poor and needy ones, who are thus favoured to get a crumb.
"The Lord's way is in the sea, and His footsteps are not known."
"His ways are not as our ways, neither are His thoughts as our thoughts."
To our poor minds, it seems dark and mysterious that you should be
deprived of your labour of love in preaching Christ, the Substance of
the Gospel. Paul was "determined to know nothing among his hearers
What a glorious theme for
save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified."
poor, finite creatures to dwell upon! And yet, dear friend, depend upon
it there is a needs-be for it all. "All things work together for good
to them that love God, to them that are the called according to His
purpose," and you are among that happy number.
May the blessing of the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob, richly rest upon you! Yea, it doth rest upon yon.
May the Lord still spare you to the Church of God for a few years
longer, and, when the end shall come, may you hear the welcome call,
"Child,_ come home!"
Oh, how sweet is the word" home" to the
poor, weary, and tired pilgrim! Oh, how cheering is the thought that
we have a home to go to when this brief life is ended! Yet, strange to
say, we often fear and dread the means and way that all have to pass
to get home, only as the Lord is pleased to carry us above it. David
could say, "Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil, for Thou art with me," &c.
I often think I am one of the most timid and fearful ones in the
• The letter has been forwarded to us.-En.
Y
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Lord's family-yea, I often fear that I am not one of the family at all
-yet there is a secret something at the bottom that I cannot give up,
neither do I want to.
Yours gratefully,
Cambridge.
ELIJAH COE.
COMMENTS.

Well may the writer of the foregoing letter testify of the Lord's
goodness and faithfulness. How true, moreover, that
"He moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform."
His dealings are such-so wise, so gracious, and so merciful-that
they bear upon their very face His own divine signet, so that there can
be no question as to the correctness of the testimony, "This is the
Lord's doings, and it is marvellous in our eyes." It is so blessed,
11l0reOVer, to contemplate the vast diversity-the infinite variety-as
well as both the minuteness and the rrw,jesty of the divine succour and
deliverance. In regard to the one-the minuteness-nothing can be too
small or insignificant in Jehovah's estimation. With respect to the
other-the majesty-nothing can be too vast nor too mighty, for "is
there anything too hard for the Lord 1" Sometimes we seem at a loss
which to admire most, in regard to the Lord's doings-the little or
the great. If the former, it does seem so marvellous-so gracious-so
condescending-that the omnipotent and almighty Jehovab, that hath
the rule, government, and control of the vast universe, should interest
Himself in the minutest concerns of the weakest, thefrailest, the
least·thought-of and most obscure of the myriads upon myriads of His
creatures. Not one of His poor and needy can, by any possibility, be
overlooked, forgotten, or neglected by Him. Their every sigh is heard
-aye, and heeded too j their every tear is bottled up j their every
groan is registered in heaven j and all as the prelude and forerunner
of all needed help, succour, and deliverance. Inconceivable and utterly
,beyond the calculation of angelic spirits is the declaration, "0 Israel,
thou shalt not be forgotten of Me."
Alas! ala~! how do we dishonour our great and gracious God and
Father by the doubts we entertain of His continued kind and gracious
remembrance of us, and the calling in question, as we do, His wisdom,
love, and mercy, in the varied lessons He from time to time sets before
us, and the discipline which, in infinite wisdom and goodness, He exercises.
Again, on the other hand, with respect to the power and dominion
of J ehovab, how true is the statement that "He taketh up the isles
as a very little thing."
Just before writing the last sentence, whilst in the act of looking for
something else, the eye happened to light upon a precious little booklet
entitled, "A Dicky-Bird Lost and Found.";;' It is written by a dear
friend whom we have known personally for more than thirty years.
On the .cover we have the following, in her own handwriting-tC Every
word is literally true." Now, in proof of the Lord Jehovah's observance of little things, as just now stated, we q~ote the annexed from
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the booklet in question, and which we would urge our readers to pro<Jure for themselves, as being such a God-glorifying and most encouraging testimony. Says the writer:But now, dear children, for the promised story.

Let me first introduce

to you my friend Mrd. T--. She is a widow; she has no children, but
she has found a restful home in the house of her beloved sister and niece.
.A fresh trial awaits her in the death of these dear relatives-her sister
,first, and, a few weeks afterwards, her niece. The latter, when dying, leaves
to her doubly-bereaved aunt, as her parting gift, her canary, asking her to
keep it safely for her sake.
Children, pause and think what a cherished gift it must have been. See
it, morning after morning, flying round and round Mrs. T--'s dressingroom, peering into her looking-glass, eating its little dainties from her
fingers, perching on her shoulder, or nestling in her bosom. Is it not a
pet-and a pretty pet, too? But oh, silly bird! it espies in the next
room an open window, and out it flies-but whither? Probably into the
Rotunda Gardens, directly opposite, where there are many trees, and
worse--1nany cats. Search is made in all directions, but in vain. Mrs.
T-- is sadly distressed, but her refuge is in God. She prays to her
Father in heaven that, if it be His will, her bird may be restored to her;
and, as she rises from her knees, she receives comfort, as God the Holy
Ghost, "the Comforter," brings to her remembrance the words of Christ
-" One sparrow shall not fall to the ground without your Father" (Matt.
x. 29); and" Not one sparrow is forgotten before God" (Luke xii. 6). In
this faith she leaves her room, eats her lonely breakfast, and goes through
the routine of domestic duties. But, as the day wears on, and still no
tidings of her bird, her heart begins to fail. She knows God has not
« forgotten" her or her bU'd, but she questions, "Will it be His good
'pleasure to restore it to me?" She oan only say, "Lord, if Thou wilt,
Thou canst."
Presently she remembers that she has promised to attend a committee
meeting at the Governesses' Home in the afternoon. It seems all too
much for her. There is a painful struggle between duty and inclination.
.. Onward, Christian soldier," sounds in her ear; and onward she walks,
slowly and silently, but obediently, from her home in Granby Row,
Rutland Square, to Beresford Place, opposite the Custom House, Dublin,
a distance of at least a quarter of a mile.
Dear teachers-dear fellow-workers-may we follow Mrs. T-- in this
as she followed Ch.rist. He" pleased not Himself." His" meat" was to
do the will of Hiln that sent Him.
A few minutes before Mrs. T-- arrived, as I stood in the Board Room
window of the Home, a poor little panting canary flew in. It seemed so
weary, we thought it must die. Cold water was brought; we sprinkled
its tiny wings. It sipped a few drops, and began to revive. A friend,
who was standing by, playfully called it "our new member of committee."
At this moment a message was brought to me that my friend Mrs. T-had arrived. I met her as she was coming up-stairs, slowly and sorrowfully, and, wishing to give her a word of cheer, I said, "A little bU'd has
just flown in at the Board Room window. Come and see it." She did not
speak lmtil her eye rested on the panting canary, when she exclaimed,
" My bi?'die ! " She quickly recognized the few black feathers on its neck,
and the poor little canary as quickly recognized her voice, and seemed to
forget its previous exhaustion as it nestled in her bosom. For some
moments Mrs. T-- could not speak. Doubtless her heart was speaking
with God, and thanking Him for having heard her prayer. She afterwards told us how dearly she loved her bird, and how it had flown
through the open window on that morning.
Y 2
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We sent for its cage, and when our committee meeting was over, Mrs.
T - - took it to her home, where, for many years, it was her constant
companion, ever reminding her that there is nothing too hard, as there
is nothing too small, for the Lord.

In the same precious little work we meet with the following:Such is the life of the child of God-ever new difficulties, new trials, new
temptations, all to be met in [with. But what is faith? Shall I tell you
the simple answer a little girl of eight gave to this question many years
ago? "It is," she said, "knowing that what God says in the Bible is
true." "Ohild," I said, "who taught you this answer?" "No one, ma'am,
taught it to me, but I know it." "And, my child, what has God said that
you know to be true?" She looked up, and smiled so sweetly, as she
said, '" Him that cometh unto Me, I will in no wise cast out.''' "And
has God said anything more that you know to be true?" She replied,
'" Ohrist Jesus came into the world to save sinners.' " "And do you know
yourself to be a sinner?" I asked. "Indeed I do."
Dear little lamb! She had been taught of God the Holy Ghost what
she-had often learned in school-that she was a sinner. She knew she
deserved to be banished from God's presence for ever, but she clung to
the promise that Jesus would not cast her out.
The following morning I revisited the school, but I was not permitted
to see dear little MARY OAIRNS. During the night she had been seized
with cholera, and, when morning dawned, she was taken in the choler3;
cart to the cholera hospital, her only companion the large print New
Testament she loved so dearly. She lived three days in great suffering.
After her death, the nurse who had been with her told me that, shortly
before she entered into rest, she asked for John vi. 37, and, as she
breathed her last, her finger rested on the words, "Him that cometh unto
Me, I will in no wise cast out."
Deal' little "bruised reed"! Jesus did not" break" you-nay, rather,
He raised you gently and tuned you for His praise throughout the
countless ages of His own eternity.

THE NAME WHICH IS ABOVE EVERY NAME.
IT IS AN ORIENTAL TRADITION THAT THE PALM BRANCHES, WHEN THEY
QUIVER IN THE WIND, WHISPER THE NAME WHICH IS ABOVE EVERY
NAME-" JESUS."

LISTENING to catch the sound,
Whisper, ye trees!
Grateful thy shadow found,
Gentle the breeze.

"Jesus "-that priceless word
Joy shall impart;
"Jesus" is Ohrist the Lord,
Life to the heart.

Sweeter than songs of earth
- ii:hat name shall be;
Music of heavenly birth,
Whisper to me.

" Glory to God on high! "
Oatch we the strain;
Ohanted above the sky,
Angels' refrain.

Waiting ? Yes, waiting still
His name to hear.
, Listening? Yes, listening till
Whispered so near.

"Peace, peace on earth slall be;
Good-will to men";
Echo it fearlessly
Ever. Amen.
AUNT Lucy.
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LOVING REMINDERS.
To the Edito'l" of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DOCTOR DOUDNEY,-In a letter directed to you in the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, headed, "What am I ~ Where am 17 Whither am I
Going ~" I could not help feeling a oneness of spirit to the dear child
of God who wrote it, as his feelings and my own were so much alike
-I may say, exactly alike.
The "Family Portions" for July, August, and September were, I
trust, made a great blessing to me, as I have always felt, as the dear
man who wrote the letter to you says, that, as I never passed through
a deep law-work, but a gradual weaning from earthly things, I could not
possibly belong to the Lord's dear children; but could not feel that I
could read any writings, nor have any fellowship with those who do not
love the truth.
" If I love, why am I thus?
Why this dull and lifeless frame?
Hardly, sure, can they be worse
Who ha,e never heard His name."
This hymn, "'Tis a point," &c., has been much upon my mind of
late. One night, in bed, I tried to repeat it to myself, but found I
could not say it through; and ever since I have had my dear little
"Cottage Hymns" at my side, trying to learn it; but at my agesixty-eight-it cannot be expected that I could learn it perfectly, but
I can say the greater part of it without the book.
I cannot feel that assurance that I could wish, and often say, with
the poet"Assure my conscience of her part
In the Redeemer's hlood."
I very often, when sitting still, say, "Do, Lord, come and tell me that
I am born of Thee!"
"There's nothing here deserves my joys,
Or lasting as my God,"
as my dear, sainted father used to say. Then, at another time, I say
to myself"Why this dull and lifeless frame?
Hardly, sure, can they be worse
Who have never heard His name."
If I could feel I was safe for eternity, all the things of time would
vanish into oblivion in my estimation. I am growing weaker day by
day, and am only surprised that my life has been so far spared, considering I have had so much suffering, but not more than I deserve; and
I sincerely trust I may not be left to murmur at the Lord's dispensations, but be enabled to say, "Thy will be done."
I am now sitting under Mr. BASKERVILL'S ministry, when I am able
to go out, and I hear him with much pleasure at times, but cannot go
very often, as my breath is so very bad, and am obliged at time!; to
sit up in bed, not a91e to get my breath, which is very trying.
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I have lost almost all my dear relations, and so has my dear hnsband,
since we came to Handsworth to live, and you will say that is a trial,
but I can say"Trials make the promise sweet;
Trials give new life to prayer,"
at times, and it is "through much tribulation we must enter the
kingdom."
And now, dear Doctor, how are you ~ Do you think you will again
be able to preach at your own church ~ I feel anxious that you should
be spared, as there are so few who" declare the whole counsel of God."
And how is that dear servant of the Lord, the Rev. 'V. SAUNDERS,
who was laid aside ~ May he be spared, if the will of the Lord.
I have nearly all your books, and we have read them with very great
pleasure. "For Ever with Jesus" I purchased just when my dear
husband's sainted sister was taken ill; and soon after, she was taken
home, and your book was doubly sweet to me. Two others I am
going to send for, "Sympathy" and "Something Secret," which I
should have had before, but have been too ill to write much; but I
trust, if I am spared, I may be of some use in the dear Lord's vineyard in distributing books and tracts. I have circulated many of your
little booklets, and they seem to be much prized. We take two Old
Jonathans, one to keep to lend, and the other to give away. I quite
enjoy reading them.
What a blessing, in these dark days, to be able to obtain good
Gospel reading! There are so few to be met with that we can hold
communion with, and, as dear Mr. TIPTAFT said, when walking up ana
down our room, "What a large, dark town this is-so few places where
the Gospel is preached in its fulness!" Dear man! He is gone to rest
in reality. There are many out of our town I have loved for the
truth's sake. Mr. GREY HAZLERIGG, whom we highly esteem, and his
works. We had the pleasure of his company when he was in Salem
preaching, and he stayed with us part of his time. We have had
many more dear servants of the Lord besides, whose company we highly
prized. Many are gone to rest-indeed, most of them we loved to
listen to.
I so well remember going to Abergele for a month; and one of the
first things we did was to go and inquire about the preaching. We
most providentially went past a church, and a paper, with different.
clergymen's names on for a month, attracted our attention, and Dr,
HEWLETT's was first. I said to my dear husband, "That will do. We
need not go allY farther. I only wish we might have him the whole
time." And when we saw him going to the station with the curate, on
the Monday, I said to my dear husband, "How I should like to speak
to him!" and he said, "Go, then"; but I thought it might be inconvenient at such a time, and therefore gave up the pleasure of speaking
to him. Afterwards I wrote to him, and he sent me such a sweet note
back, and now I pray that I may meet him where all will be praise.
That is all I can do now he has passed away. The Doctor says, in
his note, he wished I had spoken to him, and I often regret I did not,
but I let the opportunity pass for the best. Oh, what an innumerable
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dear ones I shall meet, if permitted to enter the heavenly
I cannot bring my mind to think the Lord will look upon
and worthless as I am-so full of pride and self-esteem at
then I pray
"to be nothing-nothing,
Only to lie at His feet,
A broken, emptied vessel,
Thus for His use made meet.
Emptied, that He may fill me,
As to His service I go;
Broken, so that, unhindered,
Through me His life may flow.
"Oh, to be nothing-nothing,
Though painful the humbling beThough it lay me low in the sight of those
Who are now, perhaps, praising me.
I would rather be nothing-nothing,
That to Him be their voices raised
Who alone is the Fountain of blessingWho alone is meet to be praised."

You must please excuse me for troubling you with so long a:note,
as no doubt it may be my last. We shall never forget your sermon
at dear Mr. LILLINGSTON'S church, at Edgbaston; and the dear man who
wrote to you, and gave you a full account of his experience, often told
me about it when he .came to see me. He often nursed me when a
baby, and was so fond of us all; and his wife was a good woman also.
Your text was, "Unto you, therefore, which believe He is precious." I
did not know that he was in the church, and he did not know I was
there, till after.
But many more things I might tell you that would rejoice your
heart, but I think I have said too much already, and hope you will
pardon me for writing so long a letter, and sincerely trust to hear
good news respecting your health. You have our prayers, and with
our united Ohristian love, believe me, dear Dr. DOUDNEY,
Yours very truly,

Handsworth.

EL~OR SHAW.

REPLY.
Beloved unknown, yet well-known, you need not complain of the
length of your letter. It ha" met a response in our heart, we can
assure you. Under present circum.stances, in being deprived of the
sweet privilege of preaching, such testimonies as the foregoing are the
more welcome. In reference to our preaching at Edgbaston, whether it
was upon the occasion to which you refer, or at another time when
occupying the pulpit, although so lpany years have since passed, well
do we remember how the great enemy worried at the time of speaking.
It was one of those seasons when his suggestions have been such, that
we have been surprised at being able, under the circumstances, to
maintain a line of thought or utterance without interruption. There
has been such a jargon-such confusion and bewilderment-that we have
felt it was of the Lord's great mercy we were preserved from betraying the conflict that was passing within. For example, upon one of the
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occasions when occupying the pulpit at Edgbaston, the enemy suggested,
"Don't speak so loudly. You'll break down presently, and the stoppage
will be the more marked and mortifying." Being permitted, however,
to hold on, Satan then changed his tactics, and intimated, "Ah! you'll
manage to get through this morning, but what about the evening 1
You'll have no text. Better say you can't preach again." However,
in spite of all this worrying on the paL"t of the great adversary, we did
in due time have a text, and it was presented to the mind, moreover,
in such a sweet, soft, soothing way. It was attended with such dew
and power as to bespeak at once that it was from the Lord. If we
mistake not, the precious portion then given was, "I am the God of
Bethel, where thou vowedst a vow unto Me."
Ab! dear friend and sister in the Lord, how sweet are these memorials of His goodness-these tender love-tokens-these practical "Fear
nots" by the way-these renewed assurances, "It is well!" Ah! yes,
as dear KENT says"'Tis well when on the mount
We feast on dying love;
And 'tis as well, in God's account,
When we the furnace prove."
We have had not a little furnace-work, both you and ourselves, since
the time to which you refer; but, after all, what have we lost in the
furnace 1 What but, like the three Hebrews, our bonds and fetters 1
Has our hair been singed, or the smell of fire pa<lsed upon us 1 Are
we not in life still 1 Aye, and are we looking to, or leaning upon, any
other than that Christ who is our life 1 Have we been allowed to
turn aside from the track, narrow a<l it is 1 Are we not still hobbling
on in the good old way, rough and thorny though it be 1 Has the
eye or the heart been in the leastwise divertpd from Christ 1 Is He
not our alone hope and our only stay ~ Can we not declare, and that
in all sincerity, "If in this life only I have hope in Christ, I become
of all men most miserable" ~ Can we not, as emphatically as Peter,
declare, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God" 7 Moreover,
are there not at least times when we can, as unhesitatingly as did
the Apostle, declare, "Lord, Thou knowest all things; Thou knowest
that I love Thee JI ~
And can such pleaders be lost ~ Impossible!
THE EDITOR.
LOVING COUNSEL.
" Take no thought f01' the morrow."-MATTHEW vi. 34.
I HAVE nothing to do with to-morrow;
My Saviour will make that His care;
Should He fill it with trouble or sorrow,
He'll help me to suffer or bear.
I have nothing to do with to·morrow;
Its burdens, then, why should I share?
Its grace and its strength I can't borrow,
Then why should I borrow its care?
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel

~!J{agaz'ine.

DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-Having entered upon the last half of the
sixteenth financial year, we desire to thank our Heavenly Father for
the steady support and manifest blessing that have marked its progress.
To maintain our present number of acceptable parcels to all parts of
the world, and to send them off monthly, requires a steady pecuniary
income, which we should be pleased to see somewhat increased at the
present time. We should be glad to enrich our parcels in the future,
as we have been able to do in the past, with" Walks and Talks with
Jesus," and any of your nice books which kind friends of the soldier
and sailor may enable you to send for that purpose.
" He who has helped me hitherto
Will help me all my journey through,
And give me daily cause to raise
New Ebenezers to His praise.
" Though rough and thorny be the road,
It leads thee home apace to God;
Then count thy present trials small,
For heaven will make amends for all."
How" MORNINGS WITH JESUS" WAS MADE A BLESSING TO A DYING
MAN.
"DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-In one of the monthly packets which you
kindly send me was enclosed a copy of 'Mornings with Jesus,' by
dear Dr. DOUDNEY. I was at that time visiting a young man who
was very ill, and has since died. I took the book to him, and he was
so pleased with it, but what is better, he much profited. In short, it
proved a great blessing to him. His young widow told me to-day, he
was reading it a short time before he died, and she wished to keep it.
I told her how I received it from you, and she requested me to send
the enclosed twelve stamps for your Book Fund.
"And now, on my own behalf, I 'IIish to express my best thanks
for the montWy packets, and also to say that they are greatly appreciated by some of the soldiers; and I pray that the reading of them
may prove a lasting blessing to the red-coats among whom I work.
May your kind efforts to spread a knowledge of the truth be owned
by the Lord of all power and might is my sincere prayer.
"Yours respectfully,
" ----."
FROM IRELAJ.'l'D.
"DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-Thank you very much for the parcels sent
to me so regularly. The men value what you send very much, and I
am surprised sometimes how well they remember what they read, and
remind me of it. It is such an important thing to place good reading in
their hands, as they have plenty of bad, vile literature within easy reach."
FROM ONE WHO RECEIVES A MONTHLY PARCEL.
"DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-Many thanks for kindly sending me the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE every month. I do look forward for Dr. DOUDNEY'S
pieces. They are so nice."
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FROM BARBADOES.
"DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-I have duly received, by the last two mails,
well-filled packages of your most welcome papers, for which I thank
you very much. To the soldiers they are most acceptable, and I could
distribute twice as many, if I had them. The men eagerly hold out
their hands for the' Rome,' but indeed they are thankful for any good
papers."
FROM ONE WHO WORKS AMONG SOLDIERS AND SAILORS.
"DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-I cannot thank you enough for the untiring
zeal in the welfare of the soldiers and sailors. Every month your
welcome parcel of tracts, books, &c., is received with a grateful heart.
The Gospel seed that you cause to be scattered over land and sea is
unparalleled. May God abundantly bless you and your dear sons in the
good work you are called to do, and that sufficient means will be
forthcoming to carry on the Mission to a still greater extent, is the
prayer of
" Your humble servant,

" ----. "

FROM ANOTHER AGENT.
"DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-Let me again thank you sincerely for two
parcels of books and tracts. I scarcely know how to thank you enough.
They are indeed a blessing to many. One of the aged pair has passed
away, to be 'for ever with the Lord,' since I last wrote. I trust the
book, 'Looks To and From Jesus,' you sent specially for them may
prove a blessing and comfort to the dear old man, for he grieves
greatly. On Sunday, I visited an old sailor who was very ill, and left
two of your books. They were so gladly received, and the wife,
although a Catholic, promised to read them too. Will you, with me,
make it a matter of prayer for these two, that they may know Jesus
as their Saviour 1 I am looking forward to my summer's work among
the soldiers, if it is the Lord's will.
"Trusting that all is well with you and yours, and may the Lord
bless you, and guide you continually,
" Yours in Christ,

"----,,

FROM AN OLD SAILOR.
"DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-I am very thankful to you for your kindness
in sending me the box of truth, likewise the parcel, your letter, and
your dear husband's photograph. I am very pleased with the photograph, and shall have it framed. Our minister's good lady came in
while I was unpacking the box. I showed her 'Walks and Talks with
Jesus,' and other books. She liked them very much, and took some
away for some sick people. I would that our dear Heavenly Father
would cause each book to win a soul to Him-at least, I pray He will.
May God grant me grace to spread them broadcast, ashore and afloat.
I hope you and yours are keeping well for your good work."
I remain, dear Dr. DOUDNEY,
Yours very thankfully,
A. E. BRIDER.
Old Gaol Mission Ball, Salisbury, April 12th, 1889.
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THE QUEEN'S VISIT TO A ROMISH CONVENT.-ATTENDS
THE NUNS' SERVICE.
ON Saturda.y afternoon, March 9th, Her Majesty paid her first visit
to the Bernardines of Anglet. The Lady Superior hastened to receive
the royal visitor. The bell was rung to assemble the community in
the little straw chapel, the humble beginning of the Refuge, and of
which the Queen had previously heard through the Empress Eugenie.
The august visitor entered reverently, and sat down, with her two
ladies-in-waiting behind her, and listened to the sweet prayers of the
Berrw,rdines, who likeu'i-se sang the "Salve Regirw,," which the Queen heard
with marked emotion. It was near six o'clock when Her Majesty left the
Refuge, but with a promise to soon return. Accordingly, on Friday,
the 15th inst., a hussar rode on to announce the approach of the
Empress-Queen, accompanied by the Prince and Princess of Battenberg.
His lordship the Bishop of Bayonne, who often resides in the fine
weather at the Refuge, advanced to meet the Sovereign, and, in answer
to his respectful felicitations, received a most gracious reply, such as the
Queen knows how so well and so spontaneously to give. Her Majesty
then visited the workshops and store-rooms, the orphanage, and chapel,
evincing deep interest in the abode constructed through the zeal and
devotion of Father Cestac-the three-fold shelter of charity, -innocence,
and repentance, in which the weak hands of women do the rough toil
of the agriculturist, as well as the most delicate embroidery and needle1V0rk. While the Queen rested in the sewing-room, looking on with
much interest at the busy scene, her royal daughter visited the grave
of the reverend founder, who now reposes in the midst of what his
heart, overflowing with the love of God and of his neighbours, had
created. The Queen was presented in the photographic studio with
likenesses of the sisters, the workwomen, and the penitents of the
Bernardines, in their respective costumes. In the conservatory Her
Majesty accepted a beautiful bouquet, and said, in taking leave, that
she would come again, but without being announced the next time.
The third visit took place appropriately on Sunday afternoon, March
24th. The Queen was accompanied on this occasion by the Infanta
Eul:1.lia and the Princess of Battenberg. The sisters were at prayers
in the chapel when Her Majesty was announced. Mother Isabella, the
Superior, and Sister Stephanie hurried out to receive the royal guests,
and scated them in the choiT of the chapel. The illustrious party then
visited the garden and ground floor of the Refuge, where the Servants
of Mary close the day with vocal prayers. Then the two Sisters, by
desire of the Queen, seatl\d themselves in the carriage of the ladies-inwaiting, and all drove to the pensionnat. The pupils were assembled in
the garden, and greeted Her Majesty's arrival with the strains of "God
Save the Queen," taught to them by an English sister, whom the
Sovereign graciously complimented. The asylum of Notre Dame de la
Solitude was next inspected, where in silence, never broken but in.
prayer, the iRmates do penance unto the end. They were at their
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devotions when the Queen appeared, and Her Majesty seemed profoundly struck with the scene she witnessed. . . . . Beautiful bouquets
were then presented to Her Majesty and royal companions, and the
distinguished party, having taken a cordial leave, returned to the Villa
Rochefoucauld at the hour when the vesper bell, in still Catholic
France, seems to mourn for the expiring day.
"Ignota," in the Nouvelliste de Bordeaux, pathetically soliloquizes somewhat as follows over Her Majesty's visits to Notre Dame du Refuge :"The illustrious Empress-Queen, to whom God has assigned such deep
and wide experiences-so much of sorrow, tears, and smiles; of heartburnings, distresses, and joys-in her manifold capacities of Queen, wife,
mother, widow, and great parent, and in which she has tasted to the
full the cup of every opposing sentiment. What a flood of thought
must have stirred the royal mind as she gazed with limpid eye at the
troubled horizon of the vast Atlantic, 'revolving the sad vicissitudes of
things,' in that vague sense of the infinite which arises in presence of
the immensity of the deep. Biarritz, once so gay-the Villa Eugenie, so
full of souvenirs, the scene of so much imperial splendour-now silent as
the grave; the Tuileries destroyed, and St. Cloud in ruins! Oh, Lord,
Your right hand is terrible! We can well conceive with what emotion
the august visitor entered for the first time, in one of her very first
drives, the humble straw chapel of Anglet, so quiet in its solitude of
charity and prayer, with no sound to disturb its stillness but the sough
of the pine forest and murmur of the sea. The recollection of this
place-a place which deeply moved the heart of Napoleon when at the
zenith of his power-t's the onl1j souvenir the broken-hearted Eugenie cares
to preserve,' the only place she begged the Queen of England, in her charity
and love for her, to visit, there to think of her and to pray. Of Paris she
merely asked a little dust, the last of the demolition of the Tuileries !
Yes, dust and prayer, the end of all here below, with, meanwhile, the
ennobling sense of duty accompanying us to the grave, and crowning us
in eternity. And who has more fully realized and fulfilled the sacred
responsibilities of duty than our beloved Queen, or who more sympathetic and mindful of distress or trouble III others ~ In these touching
visits of love of our revered Sovereign to Anglet, in obedience to the petition
oj her s01"Towing imperial friend, who can tell what grace may ensue?
God only knows. To God alone let us pray."
COMMENTS.

Our attention has been called to the foregoing, which we have read
with deepest sorrow and intense anxiety, as to the ultimate consequences,
unless the Most High, in His pitifulness and compassion, is pleased to
interpose. What, alas! has befallen our professedly Protestant Queen ~
Has she forgotten her coronation oath ~ Has the hapless influence of
the ex-Empress Eugenie so wrought upon Her Majesty's sympathetic
spirit and tender-heartedness, as to lead her to overlook the solemn
vows she took, when pledging herself to defend the rights and uphold
the principles of her vast Protestant community 1 That the Queen's
countenance of Romanism, from the time she congratulated the Pope
upon his Jubilee, and Her Majesty's more recent sanction of the Mass
on behalf of the hapless Prince whose suicidal act prevented even many
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of the Popish priests from having aught to do with such a service, has
raised the hopes and expectations of the Papists that she will, ere long,
ignore her Protestantism, must be clear to every observant mind. That
these hopes and anticipations have been considerably strengthened by
Her Majesty's visits to the aforenamed convent, is evident from the
tone adopted by the Tablet. What other construction can be placed
upon the language of this leading organ of the Papacy-" In these
touching visits of love of our revered Sovereign to Anglet, in obedience
to the petition of her sorrowing imperial friend, who can tell what
grace may ensue 1" What can such words mean, but the fervent hope
that Her Majesty will become a Papist 7 And how fulsome, as well as
false, such expressions as "beloved Queen" and "revered Sovereign,"
whilst, at the same time, a foreign potentate-the Pope of Romeis regarded as entitled to a reverence and regard above all others.
It is time, under the circumstances, that every true lover of our
Protestant constitution was roused from his indifference, and that all
those who are not ashamed of their Protestant name or principles should
rise, and as with the voice of one man, remonstrate and protest against
the unconstitutional course Her Majesty is pursuing. We have before
sought to call the Queen's attention to the repeated solemn judgments
with which the Almighty has visited other lands, and the cautions and
admonitions with which He has, in His all-wise and unerring providence,
threatened England. Ever ready to sympathize with her subjects in time
of calamity as Her Majesty is, alas! upon the vast and momentous interests of the Protestant principles of our constitution, a sad influence
seems to have overtaken her. The spirit of her sainted ancestor, good
old George the Third, is lacking. He could and did say, "I can lay my
head upon "a block, but I can't forfeit my coronation oath." Could or
would the present Sovereign of England say that 7 We must honestly
say, we doubt it. Her pandering to Romanism, as she does, furnishes
little hope of her possessing any such solid Protestant principles. And,
as for her advisers, their acts, in regard to their ecclesiastical and other
appointments, clearly bespeak their anti-Protestant sympathies.
Would that Her Majesty might be led to consider the true character
and impending doom of the Papacy, a-s we lately expressed it, in
regard to the Queen's proceedings! Would that she would search for
information upon the subject the Book upon which she, in days gone
by, laid so great a stress, as that sacred Volume upon which England's
prosperity was based ! Would that Her Majesty called to remembrance
what was the solace, in their dying moments, of her Royal Consort and
her beloved daughter Alice, as well as the more recent experiences, in
their protracted illnesses and departing hours, of the late Emperors of
Germany! Upon what were their hopes and anticipations of vast
eternity grounded, but the precepts and promises of that sacred Book?
And well indeed would it be for Her Majesty to consider the great
fact, that that self-same sacred Word is as emphatic in its denunciations
of Antichrist, and all adherents thereunto, as it is in its proclamations of
peace, good-will, and everlasting blessedness and joy, to those of whom
it says, "Him that honoureth Me I will honour; whilst he that
despiseth Me shall be lightly esteemed." At her advanced age, the
Queen of. England may well consider the fact of how soon she will
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be called to leave this mortal scene, and to confront and give account
{}f her stewardship to the King of' kings and Lord of lords. When we
reflect upon our own advanced years, and the near approach of the
same most solemn ordeal, as far as we ourselves are concerned, we cannot
but express our intense concern for what awaits Her Majesty, professedly
the sovereign ruler, guide, and guardian of a vast Protestant community.
THE EDITOR.
THE INNER LIFE OF LORD SHAFTESBURY.
To the Edit01' of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-Be1ieving that a large portion of the readers
{}f the GOSPEL MAGAZINE are not acquainted with the ,sound Scriptural
knowledge of the late lamented Lord SH.A.FTESBURY, I enclose a short
extract from his diary for your perusal, and, if you feel disposed, should
be pleased to see it appear in your valuable Magazine.
Among "the distinctive dogmatic truths" held tenaciously by Lord
SHAFTESBURY were these-he believed in the doctrine of the total
depravity of the human heart by nature, in the necessity of a "new
birth," through the" revelation to each individual soul, by the agency
of the Holy Spirit and the Word, of the great saving truths of the
Gospel of the grace of God, by which the understanding is spiritually
enlightened and the character transformed." He believed in the
Christian life as a humble "continuous trust in the atoning blood," a
simple faHh in Scripture, a constant prayerfulness, and a recognition
of the hand of God in all the events of life.
The following extract from Lord SIllFTESBURY'S diary exhibits some
of these views more fully:"What is belief 1 What does it contain 1 What does it demand 1
Does it. demand conviction of sin, confession of sin, repentance, and
faith 1 All these things, except faith, are dropped now-a-days, and
people are led to believe that to accept Christ as a Saviour is the
sum and substance of a heart turned to God. It requires no selfabasement; no confession of the justice of the divine wrath; no acknowledgment of inherited corruption; and, disguise it as the preacher may,
no sense of demerit, and no seRse of deserved condemnation. It is, in
fact, reduced to an easy, agreeable acceptance of a pleasant invitation,
to be had at any time that is convenient to you. Herein lies the
seed of an incipient Antinomianism."
Yours in covenant love,
La:ndport.
G. WARREN.

THE world gives its best things, like the best wine, first, and its
worst things last. The longer we serve the world, the more disappointing,
unsatisfactory, and unsavoury will its gifts prove. Christ, on the other
hand, gives His servants their best things last. They have first the
cross, the race, and the battle, and then the rest, the glory, and the
crown. Specially will it be found true at His second advent. Then
will believers say emphatically, "Thou hast kept the good wine until
now."-The Bishop of hiverpool.
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THE RESURRECTION AND TRANSLATION OF THE SAINTS.

" Behold, I show you a mysteTY __ we shall not all sleep, lYut we shall all be
changed." -1 CORINTHIANS xv. 5l.
THE Sadducean heresy, in the denial of the resurrection, prevailed in the
Church at Corinth. The Apostle was divinely instructed to refute
and condemn this heresy, and to set forth very plainly and forcibly
the doctrine of the resurrection. Briefly, in the way of summary, he
. shows that Christ's death and resurrection happened according to the
Scriptures, and that the historical fact of Christ's resurrection was confirmed by a host of witnesses. How, then, could anyone be so foolish as
to say, "There is no resurrection "1 for the denial of man's resurrection
is a virtual denial of Christ's, and the denial of Christ's resurrection involves a most serious charge against Him who said He would rise again.
Such denial would also imply that the Apostles were impostors, that
all the witnesses of Christ's resurrection were false witnesses, that then
all Christians who had fallen a.sleep in Christ were lost, and that the
faith of all living believers was utterly vain, because Christ's death, if
He did not rise again, could be of no avail. In that case, His work
would not be a finished work, and they would therefore be in their sins.
On the other hand, Christ's resurrection being incontrovertibly proved,
the resurrection of all who belong to Christ is infallibly secured by
virtue of their covenant union with Him. Christ rose as "the First-fruits
of them that slept." The offering of the first·fruits consecrated and
sanctified the harvest. The death and resurrection of Christ meritoriously save and sanctify all the elect people of God. "Christ the
First-fruits "-this is the order divinely arranged-" afterwards they that
are Christ's at His coming." Though in Adam, their earthly head, they
die, in Christ, their heavenly Head, they have even now spiritual and
eternal life, and hereafter their mortal body, permeated with that life,
shall be raised to immortality.
In reply to the sceptical questions, "How are the dead raised up 1
and with what body do they come" from the grave 1 the Apostle refers
the foolish objector to the simple analogy of nature, stating that "the
seed is not quickened except it die "-that, being sown as bare grain,
without stem, stalk, leaves, &c., it.s growth afterwards with these
appendages, and bearing much fruit, proves its death to be a positive
advantage. So also with Christ and His saints. Both His death and
theirs will be followed by the most blessed results. Here revelation
and reason agree. So, further, the law of creation generally leads to
the same conclusion. Thus the wisdom and power of God, seen in
creation everywhere, prove that what appears to us difficult or impossible, is easy with God. The resurrection also will be in harmony
with the divine law of adaptation and variety. He who made the
seed for the soil, the fish for the water, the beast for the dry land, the
bird for the air, and man to be at the head of them all, can as easily
transform them, if He pleases, into something higher and nobler; and
as regards Hi::; people, we know He will do ic. But the way for man
to rise to this unspeakable dignity is clearly described as through
Christ alone, ~md by a spiritual and physical resurrection.
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But, as to physical resurrection, the Apostle tells us of an exception.
He told the saints at Corinth what previously they had not knownthat " we shall not all sleep," shall not all die, though all shall undergo
a change somewhat analogous to death, "in a moment, in the twinkling
of an eye." People commonly say, " We must all die." The ancient
heathen said the same.
Lately I heard a country clergyman announce as his text Hebrews
ix. 27-" It is appointed to [all] men once to die." The word "all"
is not in the passage, but he read it out as though it were, and
repeated it over and over again in his sermon. This is plainly contrary to the teaching of God's Word. It is a complete perversion of
it. "We shall not all sleep." We shall not all die. Some of us
now in the flesh may escape death entirely, even as did Enoch and
Elijah, and may be "caught up to meet the Lord in the air."
On this point the transfiguration scene is full of precious and profitable suggestion. The two classes of God's people, namely, those who
shall be mised, and those who shall be changed in a moment, at the
Lord's coming, are represented by Moses and Elijah. The one died,
and the other was changed and caught up to heaven without· dying.
Both appeared with Jesus in glory. Even thus will it be when. Jesus
comes, and His coIning must now be .very near. The signs of the
times and the fulfilment of prophecy clearly show this. "·Wherefore
let us comfort one another with these words."
Emmanuel, B1'istol.
R. CORNALL.
APPEAL.
THE SUMMING· UP OF OUR FORTY-NU-TH YEAR'S EDITORSHIP.

Do, Lord, I pray" Thee, ·grant that, should I again visit this spot, I may
have equal cause with the present to magnify and adore Thy great and
holy· name! Goodness and mercy have indeed followed me all the days
of my life, even up to this very present hour. I can but look back
upon all the way by which Thou hast led me with wonder and admiration. Yea, I am astounded in the retrospect! Thy leadings and dealings have been so marvellous! Such amazing mercy has attended me
throughout my whole course. I have not the shadow of a fault to find
with Thee. All the defeats and disappointments, cares and anxieties,
have only contributed to the more marked display of Thy wisdom,
power, and love. My own plans and devisings, had they been heeded,
would have only marred, rather than have ministered to, my real welfare and permanent interest.· Lord, give me, I pray Thee, to remember
this, and may it be a means, in Thy hand, of subduing my waywardness,
and controlling my self-will, so far as the future is concerned; for
indeed, Lord, I have ·no wisdom, any more than strength, of my· own.
I am as ignorant and as short-sighted, as to what is for my real good,
as I am powerless· in the attainment of it. Oh, then, do, do, I entreat
Thee, blessed and eternal Spirit, enable me to fall into ThY hands;
and may the simple language of my heart be, "Guard me, guide me,
Lord, all the journey through. So lead and uphold-so protect and
preserve-till at last I reach Thy blessed abode, and be for ever with
Thee." Amen, amen.
D. A. D.

