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" Who comforteth us in all our trihulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

FIFTY-ONE YEARS AGO!
VVE trust that, under the circumstances, our here reproducing what
appeared in this work twenty years since, will prove acceptable to
our readers. Our object in reprinting what we then wrote, is for
the express purpose of setting forth, to the best of our feeble
ability, the condescension, the loving-kindness, the faithfulness,
forbearance, and all-sufficiency of a covenant God in Ohrist. Well,
indeed, may we exclaim, with the poet" Oh, for such love let rocks and hills
Their lasting silence break;
And all harmonious human tongues
The Saviour's praises speak."

Now the annexed is what appeared in this Magazine on the
1st of May, 1871 :ONE-AND-THIRTY YEARS AGO!
this Number, beloved readers, we complete our thirty-first year'l!
Editorship, and last month we entered upon our sixteenth year as Editor
uf Old Jonathan. We cannot bllt contemplate this twofold fact with adoring
wonder, love, and gratitude. That the Lord, in His boundless mercy and
divine compassion, should have permitted and privileged us (although so unworthy) to occupy the position for so many years to which H" so sovereignly
and so condescendingly called us, is to us a matter of increased astonishment.
The language of the Psalmi8t is indeed the language of our inmost heart:
"Who am I, 0 Lord God, and what is my house, that Thou ha8t brought
me hitherto 1" When we look back, and when we reflect upon the excessive
fear and timidity with which we entered upon this work, in the month of
May, 1840, we are perfectly amazad at the mercy which the Lord haa manifested, in the strength and courage and comfort He has been pleased, from
time to time-and for so many, many years-to vouchsafe. If anything goes
to prove Divine faithfulness and Divine all-sufficiency, this does. Never did
a poor sinner enter upon an undertaking, or upon any description of service
whatever, with greater timidity, or under a deeper sense of personal unfitness, or a keener conviction of the absolute Deed of Divine wisdom, grace,
and strength, than we dB in entering upon our editorial career.
WITH
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But, whilst this work has ent.iled upon us an amount of labour and a
degree of responsibility of which few can form an adequate conception, we,
are bound to t~stify to the great fact, that we have found "His grace hasbeen sufficient for us." "Our shoes have been iron and bf'tss; and as ourdays, so has our strengl h been." Bleesed be the Lord our God for this HiB.
so great and such abundant mercy!
Not with a view to creature boast (God forbid I), but simply with a desire
to speak well of His name, and to testify of Divine power and Divine allsufficiency, and for the purpose (If encouraging others, we can testify, such
has been the weight of this work upon our heart, that durin~ the waking
hoUts of the last one-and-thirty years, scarcely two of those hours consecutively have passed over us without the GOSPEL MAGAZINE occupying a.
large proportion of our thoughts. Its readers, in their varied states and
diversified circumstances and conditions, have so enlisted the heart's deepest:
sympathies, as to be continuously presenting themselves in some one or other
aspect. During that one-and-thirty years we never omitted writing the first
article but on one solitary occasion; but, imperfect as those articles have
been, they have drawn from the innermost s'ml-from the very heart of
hearts-an amount of sympathy and a depth of feeling, which again and again
and again could only find vent and experience relief in floods of tears, at
the very moment the pen has ran over the paper with the utmost rapidity..
But all this, dear reader, entails no small amount of wear and tear upon the
entire nervous system. Moreover, to minds so constituted, in order toawaken and subsequently to draw forth those sympathies, there arises the
absolute and indispensable necessity for trial and temptation, suffering and
sorrow. There are minds-and we are personally most familiar with one such,
mind-when the least relaxation from trouble, the temporary removal of the
cross, or the momentary extraction of the thorn, is attended with such a
buoyancy and such a rebound, as absolutely to necessitate the return of care
or a fresh visitat.ion of trouble. We often think of the words of Elihu to
the poor troubled Job, "My desire is, that Job may be tried to the end: r
Humanly speaking, not a very kindly wish, but no doubt Elihu saw so much
of poor fallAn flesh in Job, that it led him thus to express himself. But, bethe case as it may with the man whom the Lord so sorely tried, sure we are
that there are those among His family who, if they are to be of any little
service in their day and generation, must suffer, and especially in our times,.
when distinctiveness from its delusions and captivations and thraldoms must,
in no small degree, be brought about and maintained through the instrumentality of special trial and peculiar suffering. N ever, we belie,e, was
there a period in which that truth need more to be insisted upon than at
the present: "Unto you it is given, in the behalf of Christ, not only tQo
believe, but to SUFFER for His sake." We say most emphatically, that service
entails suffering.
Beloved readers, we cannot look back over a space of one-and.thirty years
(being above half we have passed in the wilderness) without thinking of the
very many who have" gone the way of an the earth" since we became connected with this work. How few of the signatures which were most familiar
to us thirty years ago, are seen in these pages now! Where it that of the
beloved ., Recluse;" "J. G. ," of Essex; "W. A. M.;"
"Davidl
Denham ;" "A Stripling;" "Ruth, the Gleaner;" Joseph Irons, Camberwell; "Metrios," New Brunswick; Joshua Laycock; R. Pym, of Elmley;
Capt. Knocker; "The Old Sailor," Tramore; "G. D. D.," Plymouth; "The
Old Pilgrim;" Rev. W. Parks; "M. E. L.," Dublin; and numberless others;
where, we ask, are they'/ Gone to their rest; gathered to their fathers.
Some few, it is true, remain, whose writings have been invaluable to tbis
work for many, many years.
First and foremost, we may mention the
honoured name of one whose labours within these pages have been greatly
blessed of God for a long, long period-we allude to "G. C."-with whose
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testimony, from time to time, we thoroughly sympathize. We know of no
writer so after our own heart as our beloved brother, GEORGE COWELL, and
we here most heartily thank him for his kind, self. denying, and generous help
for so many years in this work. We pray God abundantly to recompense
him in his own soul. We have, moreover, the occasional contributions of his
beloved brother" Josiah," of Chelmsford-a name long known in these pages.
The Rev. RICHARD CORNALL is an old and valued contributor. "L.," too,
still continues with us ; and, we are thankful to say, that our dear and 110W
venerable brother-or, we would rather say, father in Christ, "J. A. W."
(the aged, well-worn, and well-wearing, Mr. WALLINGER), is still in the land
of the Jiving, and still bears his clear, discriminating, unctuous, and heartcheering testimony to the truth as it is in Jesus.
Our dear brother and
fellOW-labourer, Dr. HEwLETT, occasionally greets us, as one of the few of the
first and former correspondents; and glad should we be, at least now and ther,
to hear from our well-worn brot.her, J. "\V. GOWRING. We grieve, in regard
to him, to hear of failing health and increased infirmitieJl, as far as the earthly
tabernacle is concerned. We Should, nevertheless, be pleased to have his
occasional testimony in these last momentous times. Then there is our very
early friend and first correspondent, the Rector of Aylestone, still living and
labouring; ltnd glad should we be to hear from him also through these
pages.
We add, our times are in the Lord's hands. Possibly, before another year
shall have passed away, we may be called home. With that possibility before
us, and, in the review of both our editorial and ministerial work, deeply
sensible as we are of the many sins and shortcomings which have marked
both the one and the other, there is, notwithstanding, one source of satisfac·
tion which we are permitted to realize. In looking back over our public career,
we can say, as said the Apostle, when addressing the elders of Ephesus, " I
have coveted no man's silver, or gold, or apparel. Yea, ye yourselves know,
that these hands have ministered unto my necessities, and to them that were
with me." Moreover, although we never have been satisfied with a page we
have written, or a sermon we have delivered, we can say, before a heart·
searching God, we never entered a pulpit or sat down to write, without at
least the desire to speak well or to write well of His name, and to the edification and encouragement of our poor fellow-sinners. _~gain and again have
we been enabled to appeal to the Lord, as the Psalmist did, "I have preached
righteousness in the great congregation: 10, I have not refrained my lips, 0
Lord, Thou knowest. I have not hid Thy righteousness within my heart;
I have declared Thy faithfulness and Thy salvation; I have not concealed
Thy lovingkindness and Thy truth from the great congregation."
Finally, we would say, how soon-yea, how very, very soon-shall we, the
writers, who for a little time remain, be numbered with those who are gone!
How soon will it be said of each of us, as we now say of each of them,
" And he died!" The Lord, in mercy, possess us with an abiding sense of
the flight of time; cause us to feel increasingly that "we are not our own;"
enable us to "sow beside all waters;" to "labour in season and out of
season; " and give us to sit loosely both to time-troubles and time-trifles; and
to be "looking" more earnestly and more ardently" for that blessed hope
and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ!"
The Lord the Spirit give us yet more and more keenly and blessedly to
remember that, "soon He that shall come will come, and will not tarry!"
Yea, what a very small proportion of the period to which we have alludedthe past one-and-thirty years-will witness the termination of our mortal
career! Lord, Lord, fit us, we pray Thee, for the great change; and give us
to stand in readiness, with our loins girt, our staff in our hand; our lamps
trimmed, and oil in our lamps, ready and willing, and happy at any moment
to obey the joyous summons, "The Master is come and calleth for thee!"
Amen..and Amen!
TilE EDITOR.
S 2
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Now, dear reader, if we thus wrote, upon the completion of our
thirty-first editorial year, what shall we-what can we say-now
that twenty years have been added to that lengthened period?
In the first place, see from our own plain statement, how little
such an addition was expected. Nay, does not the very language
bespeak that it was as far from our thoughts as it was possible to be? Be it remembered that we were then three-score
years old, and that the vigour and the stamina of manhood might
even then be regarded us passed. What ground, therefore, remained for calculating upon strength, or courage, or fortitude
being' in reserve for another twenty years, well-nigh two-thirds of
the aforenamed period? Hence the very fact strikes with astonishment-yea, with amazement to the last degree. Why, even our
second article-tbat published in July, 1840, was entitled, "Faint,
yet PUl'stting," so tbat the sensations and the experience of our
very first issue, tbat of May 1st, 1840, was attended with both a
sinking and a shrinking, and it was only by a supernatural
effort-that which the Lord, and the Lord alone, could give-we
could again take up our pen, and make a second venture.
Ob, we speak of tbis not in self-praise, for not a particle of
such is due to us; but all admiration, gratitude, and love, must
be rendered to the Lord, and to Him only. "To us belongeth
shame and confusion of face."
"Our best is stained-yea, dyed with sin;
Our all is nothing worth."

So far from our services (protracted as they have been) entitling
us to any credit or praise, the very reverse is the case. We not
only endorse the dear Lord and Master's words, but we positively
?'evel in them, "Having done all, say ye are unprofitable servants."
In the utmost fulness and sincerity of heart, we say so. So
far from there being the least cause or reason for creature boast or
fleshly pride or satisfaction, we can, with the utmost truth, affirm,
.that never so feelingly and heartily as now could we exclaim" Nothing in my hands I bring,
Simply to Thyself I cling;
Naked, come to Thee for dress;
Helpless, look to Thee for grace.
Foul, I to the fountain fly;
J
Wash me, Saviour, or I die."

With respect, moreover, to that additional twenty years of which
we have spoken-the one-fourth of one's whole life-think, dear
reader, of the increased infirmities-the failure of heart and flesh
-the felt weakness, prostration, and inability to grapple' with
bye-gone scenes and past conditions and ciroumstances. Ah! how
frequent and how ardent are our pleadings now, "Cast me not
off in time of old age j forsake me not when my strength faileth."
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"Now I am old and greyheaded, 0 God, forslke me not; until
I have showed Thy strength unto this generation, and Thy power
to them that are to come." Oh, be mindful, Lord, of Thy so
great and glorious promise, "And even to your old age I am He ;
and even to hoar hairs will I carry you: I have made, and I
will bear; even I will carry, and will deliver you" (Isa. xlvi. 4).
"They shall still bring forth fruit in old age; they .shall be fat
and flourishing; to show that the Lord is upright: He is my
Rock, and there is no unrighteousness in Him" (Psa. xcii. 14, 15).
Twenty years ago, as our readers will have seen, we spoke of
the mauy correspondents who had passed away during our previous
one-and-thirty years' editorship.
We referred, however, to some
few who remained. Now, with merely three or four exceptions,
these have since been called home! Dear GOWRING, WALKER,
HEIYLETT. WALLIKGER, KNAPP, the "OLD PILGRIM," Bedminster;
BARxE, NORTH OVER, SAUNDERS, have been added to the great
cloud of witnesses. As to the number of readers-some few
known, but mostly personally unknown to us-who have been
called. hence during the last twenty years (not to speak of the
previous one-and-thirty years), we are, as it were, 10l:lt in the contemplation. We feel astounded and amazed as we think upon the
multitude that have passed away, and we feel" like a sparrow alone
upon the housetop." We say to ourselves, "Our fathers, where
are they? The prophets, do they live for ever? " Yet, in our
solitude and sadness, we :fejoice in the fact, that we "have not
followed cunningly-devised fables." " We know [blessed be God !J
whom we have believed, and are persuaded He is able to keep
that which we have committed unto Him against that day." We
have not a particle of wisdom, strength, or courage of our own. We
never were weaker, more helpless, or so sensibly dependent upon Him
in whom our strength lies. We were never more conscious that
He, and He alone, is our Wisdom, Righteousness, Sanctification,
and Redemption. Never did we more need that strength, and that
sweet childlike confidence and that holy dependence, which He,
and He alone, can give. We long for His appearing ! We long
to be called up higher ! We long to "finish our course with joy,
and the ministry which we have received of the Lord Jesus, to
testify the Gospel of the grace of Goll." But-but-we never,
ne,eT could more emphatically exclaim than now, in the contemplation of all the solemn realities of death and vast eternity, "If
Thy presence go not with us, carry us not up hence! "
"Brethren, pray for us! "
THE EDITOR.
Southvil1e, Granada Road, Southsea, Easter Monday, 1891.

IT is impossible to reconcile the death of infants, and those sufferings which often precede it, with the infinite goodness of God, to be
seen in all His works, unless we view them as fallen in Adam.

262

The Gospel Magazine.

THE DYING PATRIAROH.
[I HAVE thought it may be encouraging, and prove to be "a word
in season," especially to one and another of the Lord's tried and soulexercised ministers, if I mention a fact in reference to the delivery of
the annexed sermon. It will, I trust, help to show how the Lord
confirms His Word, "My grace is sufficient for thee: for My strength is
made perfect in weakness"; "The race is not to the swift, nor the
battle to the strong" ; "It is not by might, nor by power, but by
My Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts" ; "Out of weakness made strong."
Although I had preached only five times in the prtlvious six months, I
had a secret wish to speak in my dear Lord and Master's name, on
my eightieth birthday, and hence, when pressed by my dear friend
and brother (the Rev. J. C. MARTIN) to occupy his pulpit on the
morning of that day, I could not refuse. Still, the engagement was
attended with very special exercises. As my readers are aware, for
many years it has been the fervent desire of my heart. were it the
Lord's will, that He would take me home from the pulpit! I have
earnestly wished one moment to be speaking of Him, the next
moment to Him! Hence, when on Sunday morning, the 8th of March,
I ascended the high flight of stairs to the pulpit of the Circus Church,
I thought, "Who knows but what presently my lifeless body may be
borne down these stairs ~ Perhaps the Lord is about to fulfil my
long.cherished wish." Again, if in my preaching days, I used to feel
a certain strangeness even in entering my own pulpit, on a Sunday
morning, if I had failed to occupy it during the preceding Thursday
evening, how much more strange, of necessity, does it seem now,
from time to time, when I so seldom preach. The happiest times,
in the retrospect of my little life, are those when I have been
called to stand up in my dear Lord and Master's name each
evening, and sometimes mid-day likewise, throughout the week,
with the exception of Saturday. Oh, they were privileged seasons
indeed! Would that I could, at least now and then, have a renewal
of them. I can truly say, that the longer I was permitted to continue
in the service of the Lord, the more I delighted in it; and quite sure
I am that there is notLing on earth by any means equal to it. A
crust in His cause is infinitely more satisfactory than any and every
luxury in the world! Yea, a crumb of Zion is better than a crown
of pearls! The one feeds, the others fades.
To return, however, to the Sabbath morning in question. 'When I
bowed the knee in the pulpit, I felt a total blank. I seemed not to
have a solitary thought, much less love-sensation or the semblance of
heart-glow or gratitude. Hence, all I could mentally say was, "Lord,
help! help! help! Lord, help! help! help!" Sitting down, and turning to the hymn then in the course of being sung, I found it to be
the annexed precious lines of the blessed Jam, NEWTON. Instrumentally, it at once proved a "word in season" indeed. There was a
precious heart·response-a blending of soul to soul-furnishing me with
a message at the mercy-seat, and pleadings at a loving Father's footstool. Upon these very grounds I have made it a practice throughout
my feeble ministry to have the hymns selected for me. This little service
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ilas uniformly fallen to the lot of my dear wife, and, aa a rule, the
hymn before the sermon has suggested the pulpit-pleas at the mercyseat. Hence, there has been a freshness and a warmth, or a striking
the key-note for the sermon. Now, here is the hymn. I suppose I
!had read it before, but upon this occasion it seemed altogether new,
.and most timely and precious.H

.u

Kindle, Saviour, in my heart
A flame of love di vine;
Hear, for mine I trust Thou art,
And sure I would be Thine.
If my soul has felt Thy grace,
If to me Thy name is known,
Why should trifles fill the place
Due to Thyself alone P

"Often at the mercy-seat,
While calling on Thy name,
Swarms of evil thoughts I meet,
Which fill my soul with shame.
Agitated is my mind,
Like a feather in the air,
Can I thus a blessing find P
My soul, can this be prayer P

'Tis a strange, mysterious life
I live from day to day;
Light and darkness, peace and
strife,
Bear an alternate sway.
When I think the battle woo,
I have to fi~ht it o'er again;
When I say, I'm overthrown,
Relief I soon obtain.

"But when Christ, my Lord and
Friend,
Is pleas'd to show His power,
All at once my troubles end,
And I've a golden hour.
Then I see His smiling face,
Feel the pledge of joys to come;
Often, Lord, repeat this grace,
Till Thou shalt call me home."

I wish to leave the foregoing simple facts upon record, with the hope
that ,they may prove as "helps by the way" to some of the Lord's tried
.and sorely-exercised servants in regard to the ministry of the Word.
I do rejoice, in these myoid and declining days, to bear testimony to His
()wn divine power and all-sufficiency. I, personally, the weakest of the
weak, the frailest of the frail, and the most timid of the trembling, have
Illever, never been put to shame; and, in spite of a thousand fears, that
,the tale would soon be told-the store exhausted-the spring fail, and
the stream run dry-have found, on the contrary (blessed be His name !)
that the more I drew, the greater the re~erve; the more I said, the more
was left to say; in spite of the ceaseless draught, the fountain still
Mowed and over-flowed; yea, and will to all eternity! It will be an
<everlasting fulness! an eternally-inexhaustible mine! a story ever telling,
yet untold! Reader,
"Such JESUS is, and such His love,
Oh, may He smile on you;
Do tell Him, when you see His face,
I long to see Him, too."]
:RECOLLECTIONS OF A SER~WN PREACHED AT THE CIRCUS CHURCH,
PORTS~IOUTH, BY THE EDITOR, ON SUNDAY MOR~ING, MARCH

8, 1891,

HIS EIGHTIETH BIRTHDAY.

'''And when Jacob had made an end of commanding his sons, he
'!lathered up his feet into the bed, and yielded up the ghost, and was
gathered unto his people."-GENEsIs xlix. ;)3.
[The after-thoughts a.re included in brackets.]

IN what I may be led to say upon this portion, I wish to keep
before you three leading thoughts, the TRAINING, the TESTIMONY,
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. and the TRIUMPH of the dear old patriarch. I have a special object
in this, because I am persuaded that there are thousands of the
Lord's dear children who unconsciously dictate to Him as to
the course He should pursue.
They keep in view certam men
and experiences, as patterns, the which they seek to follow, before
they can be satisfied, or regard their condition as safe. In other
words, they look for tho Lord to express Himself in certain terms
to them as He has been pleased to do to others, and then-and not
until then-they think their minds would be at rest. In such case
they overlook .the fact of how the tempter "ould attack them upon
other grounds. Suppose the Lord were to speak pointedly by name
to Samuel, to Thomas, or Martka, would not Satan at once insinuate
that a belief that the word was intended for them would be most
presumptuous, inasmuch as there were thousands named Samuel,
and Tlwma8, and Martha? Moreover, the Lord will not be dictated
to as to His course of action. He will have no creature patterns
set up, nor is He so at a loss as to restrict Himself to this or that
special means. [One child of God is not to follow in the precise line
of another. That is to set up human standards, which is to look apart
from the Lord Himself, and this He will not sanction. His language
is, "Look unto Me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I
am God, and there is none else." In the essentials there is a
resemblance-that is, in a deep sense of their lost state and condition, both by original and actual transgression, and a correspondiJJ.g
conviction that there is "salvation in no other" but in Jesus, the
Lord their Righteousness. In these respects there is a most distinctive similarity and agreement among the entire members of the
household of faith, but, in the details of their daily experience, there
is the greatest diversity and variation; and this bespeaks the comprehensiveness of salvation, as well as the infinite power of Him
who is "mighty to save," and" able to do exceeding abundantly above
all that we ask or [even] think." Hence, ther efore, instead of looking
for the Lord to vouchsafe deliverance to our poor captive souls, by
speaking a direct word to us as He may have dono to others, it
is for us the rather to inquire whether we possess the marks, signs,
and tokens of charact('r, as given in His Word. Do we, as before
a heart-searching, rein-trying God, bring forth the fruits of the
Holy Ghost's work upon us, in the "poverty of spirit," the
" monrning," the" meekness," the" hunger and thirst after righteousness," the" mercifulness," the" purity in heart," the" peacemakers,"
the" persecuted for ri?;hteousness' sake," of whom Jesus spake in
His first sermon on the mount, and whom He pronounced then
and there as "blessed"? In a word, can we say, as before the
Lord"A guilty, wea.k, and helpless worm,
On Thy kind arms I fall;
Be Thou my Strength, my Righteousness,
My Jesus, and my all" 1
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If so, as verily as there is a God, we are saved. We are the
subjects of His !!race and mercy, and are bound up in the bundle
of life with the Lord our God, whether He has spoken pointedly
and specially to our souls or otherwise, for the signs and tokens
we have named are the special fruits of His Spirit. No human
power nor creature influence or persuasion could by any means
produce them. They are the Lord's own handiwork, the which
He will carry on, complete, and crown, for "He will give grace,
and He will give glory, and no good thing will He withhold
from them. that walk uprightly."]
But now, first, with respect to the training of J acob, I would
remind you of the sovereign and very gracious way in which the
Lord met with him. It was at a time and under circumstances,
as is commonly the case in His dealings with His children, when
there was the least likelihood of His so meeting with them, and
where there was the most entire absence of merit or worthiness,
so at once to prove the fact, that "By grace are we saved,
through faith; and that not of ourselves: it is the gift of God:
not of works, lest any man should boast." The Lord had made
a certain revelation to Rebekah, and, instead of her waiting for
the Lord to work out His own plans, fearing a defeat, she was
beforehand with the Lord. She suggested a certain course to
J acob, the which involved both deception and lies; J acob follows
her evil course, the which deprived him of his home, and his
mother of her favourite son. So much for human plans and
devices. Well may we take heed to such practices, and leave the
Lord to carry out His designs and purposes in His own time
and way. J acob left his home, a wanderer upon a dark and
desolate path. I believe, up to that time he was personally
ignorant of God; so much so that, when he lay down at nightfall, under the broad canopy of heaven, I question if he even
committed himself to Divine guardianship and care; or, if so,
only in a fearing and slavish way. But mark what took place
that night, in proof that the Lord is always beforehand with His
people. He ever takes the lead! " We love Him because He
first loved us." Mark the facts: "And he lighted upon a certain
place, and tarried there all night, because the sun was set; and
he took of the stones of that place, and put them for his pillows,
and lay down in that place to sleep. And he dreamed, and
behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached
to heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it. And, behold, the Lord stood above it, and said, I
am the Lord God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac :
the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy
seed; and thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou
shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the
north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all
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the families of the earth be blessed. And, behold, I am with
thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and
will bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee,
until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of" (Gell.
xxviii. 11-15). What could be more marked or conclusive?
What more so than the "I am with thee, and will keep thee"?
-that is, in all states, conditions, or circumstances, for places is
not in the original; and yet see how soon after this so distinct and
definite a promise J acob adopts the "if." "If God will be with
me." He began with an "if;" and, as we shall see presently, he
almost ended - with a "not." Poor human nature! To what
extremes, alas! do we go.
But now see another marked and most definite pledge and
assurance. Turn to the 31st chapter and 3rd verse, "And the
Lord said unto J acob, Return unto the land of thy fathers, and
to thy kindred; and I will be with thee." Again, the 13th verse,
"I am the God of Beth-el, where thou anointedst the pillar, and
where thou vowedst a vow unto Me: now arise, get thee out from
this land, and return unto the land of thy kindred." Here was
such a distinct remembrance and so gracious a recognition and
acceptance of Jacob's vow. See, again, what took place when
Esau came out to meet him with four hundred men, doubtless with
the full intention to destroy both J acob and those round and
about him. But mark, " Thy name shall be called no more J acob,
but Israel: for as a prince hast thou power with God and with men,
and hast prevailed" (Gen. xxxii. ~8). Again, 35th chapter, 1st verse,
"And God said unto J acob, Arise, go up to Beth-el, and dwell
there: and make there an altar unto God, that appeared unto
thee when thou fleddest from the face of Esau thy brother"; and
!lth and following verses, "And God appeared unto J acob again,
when he came out of Padan-aram, and blessed him. And God
said unto him, Thy name is J acob: thy name shall not be called
any more J acob, but Israel shall be thy name: and He called his
name Israel. And God said unto him, "I am God Almighty: be
fruitful and multiply; a nation and a company of nations shall
be of thee, and kings shall come out of thy loins; and the land
which I gave Abraham and Isaac, to thee I will give it, and to
thy seed after thee will I give the land. And God went up from
him in the place where He talked with him. And J acob set up
a pillar in the place where He talked with him, even a pillar of
stone: and he poured a drink offering thereon, and he poured oil
thereon. And J acob called the name of the place where God
spake with him, Beth-el."
Now, what could be plainer or more conclusive than these
distinct and repeated manifestations and assurances upon the part
()f the Lord? I have thus specially referred to them, in order to
prove that such pledges, however condescending and gracious, by
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no means supersede or prevent the varied doubts and fears and
numberless exercises to which the Lord's people are subjected"Dream not of faith so clear
As shuts all doubtings out."

The clearer and the more conclusive for the time being, the keener
and the severer the test that invariably follows. I wish to impress
this upon the minds of any who may imagine that if they had a
something more distinct and definite from the Lord, in regard to
their acceptance and adoption, then they would be less tempted
and tried, and more becomingly reconciled to His dealings, and
more ready to submit themselves to His will and pleasure. Ah!
all this is, as it were, setting up our puny judgment against the
Lord's infinite wisdom. It is virtually dictating to Him who
"worketh all things after the counsel of His own will." [Ah!
do not many of us know what it was to adopt the language of
Dr. WATTS, long, long ago (I do for more than seventy years)"When I can re9.d my title clear
To mansions in the skies,
I bid farewell to every fear,
And wipe my weeping eyes.
"Should earth against my soul engage,
And hellish darts be hurled,
Then I can smile at Satan's rage,
And face a frowning world"?

However clear and conclusive the manifestations and the pledges
from on high, which at least some of us may have realized, I
much question if we are found" smiling at Satan's rage," " facing
a howning world," or reconciled to, or indifferent about, "the
storms of sorrow" that either threaten or may fall upon us. In
spite of the most marked manifestations, and the sweetest pledges
and assurances, the Lord knows how to lay low, and keep low
and dependent too.]
Now, notwithstanding the repeated appearances and assurances,
upon the part of the Lord to J acob, to which I have called your
attention, see the state into which he fell, and how he failed to see
the wise and well-ordering hand of God, and looked merely at
second causes, "Me have ye bereaved of my children: J oseph is
not, and Simeon is not, and ye will take Benjamin away: all these
things are against me". (Gen. xlii. 36). Oh, J acob! J acob! have
you so forgotten what the Lord has pledged Himself to be and to
do? is all He has been and done so lost sight of, as to lead to
such a conclusion, "All these things are against me" ? Think,
dear friends, of his saying, "Wherefore dealt ye so ill with me, as
to tell the man ye had yet a brother"? What was this but virtually
a lie-a white lie, as some would call it? but I know nothing of
white, or shop lies, as some call men; a lie is a lie, whether it is
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white or black; and to this the patriarch certainly lent himself;
and it proves what even a child of God may fall into; and hence
it should make us very careful about cutting off this or that one
for what they may have said or done. Again, look at Jacob's
saying, "My son shall not go down with you." Ah! beware of
the not so-the self-will of the creature, otherwise, in all probability, you will have to yield, as had the patriarch.
[In my little experience I have so found this to be the case, that,
when a thought of the kind now presents itself with respect to
trial or temptation, I seek at once to repress it, because I reg-ard
it as a kind of challenging the Lord; in other words, placing Him
in a position to prove which knows best- He, in His infinite
wisdom, or we, in our puny-mindedness and short-sightedness?
Some four or five-and-twenty years ago, I saw an elderly gentleman parting with his young son on the landing stage at Liverpool,
as he was about to embark on board one of the ocean steamers.
Thought I, "That I could never bear." I have since been called
to undergo the same trial again and again. Hence the lesson I
have never forgotten.]
It is far better for us, dear friends, to seek to fall into the
Lord's hands, and to leave Him to exercise His own divine prerogative, which is to "make the darkness light, the crooked
things straight, and the rough places platn." Mark the lang-uage,
"Who is among you that feareth the Lord, that walketh [notice
the word, u:alketh] in darkness, and hath no light? let him trust
in the name of the Lord, and stay upon his God." Oh, it is
blessed to "stand still and see His salvation"; yea, to "sit stdl,
my daughter: for the Man will not be in rest, until He have
finished the thing this day"; yea, to "be still, and know that
He is God." There is nothing I lUore crave at the hand of God
than that sacred stillness-the realization of that precious portion,
"Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace [peace, peace] whose mind
is stayed on Thee; because he trusteth in Thee."
Bnt now, consider the patriarch's TESTDfOXY. Let us turn back
to the thirty-second ehapter, and mark his language, when he heard
of his brother Esau's coming out against him with four hundred
men: "And J acob said, 0 God of my father Abraham, and God of
my father Isaac, the Lord which saidst unto me, Return unto thy
country and to thy kindred, and I will deal well with thee: I am
not worthy of the least of. all the mercies, and of all the truth, which
Thou hast showed unto Thy servant; for with my staff I passed
over this Jordan; and now I am become two bands" (verses !:.I, 10).
Ah! well might he testify of the fact of what the Lord had been and
had done, since simply with his staff he orossed that Jordan, and
entered upon his new, untrodden course. Well might he, in like
manner testify, "It is enough; J oseph my son is yet alive: I will
go and see him before I die." "I had not thonght to see thy
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face," said he; "and, 10, God hath showed me also thy seed."
"And he blessed J oseph, and said, God, before whom my fathers
Abraham and Isaac did walk, the God which fed me all my life
long unto this day, the Angel which redeemed me from all evil,
bless the lads; and let my name be named on them, and the name
of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; and let them grow into a
multitude in the midst of the earth" (Gen. xlviii. 15, 16). Then
mark his testimony before Pharaoh, in answer to the inquiry, " How
old art thou?" "The days of the years of my pilgrimage are an
hundred and thirty years: few and evil have the days of the years
of my life been, and have not attained unto the days of the years
of the life of my fathers in the days of their pilgrimage" (Gen.
xlvii. 9).
"Few and evil have the days of the years of my life been."
Must not we say the same, my hearers? Ah! could we, thirty,
forty, fifty years ago, have foreseen that, having been protected and
supplied on and on and on till the 8th of March, 1891, and were
thus sea.ted in the house of God; what should we have said, could
we have foreseen that we, notwithstanding all the Lord had been
and done for us, were still the same forgetful, distrustful creatures as aforetirne ? we should have been ready to say, " Impossible! "
However humbling our view of human nature might have been, we
should have been disposed to say, it could not be so bad as to
doubt and call in question the like goodness and mercy continuing during the little residue of our days, after such continued
loving-kindness and faithfulness. Fifty-seven years ago the first week
in last month, I stood by my dear father's open grave in the
neighbouring Kingston churchyard, broken-hearted. My prospects
in life seemed cut off, and I felt, as it were, friendless and hopeless.
Of a sudden, the words were spoken to my then cheerless soul,
~'A Father to the fatherless!"
They brought instant relief. I
could look up hopefully and trustfully, and say, "The Lord gave,
and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord;"
and here I am, upon the morning of my eightieth birthday, to
testify of the Lord's amazing patience, forbearance, loving-kindness,
and mercy. [Oh, if I, of all men, did not speak well of His dear,
adorable, and ever-blessed Name, the stones in the street might
well rise and cry out against me. I am indeed ashamed of my
ingratitude and distrust, after all the Lord has been to and for
me. .Talk of perfection in the flesh, or increased holiness! it is
one of the many delusions of the last days. The longer one lives,
the more need one sees for the plea, "Enter not into judgment
with Thy servant, 0 Lord, for in Thy sight shall no man living
be justified." How often I think of the memorable WATTS
WILKINSON, who lived to preach most preciously of Christ up to
his eighty-fourth year. As I used, as a young man, to hear him
preach what was called, " The Golden Lecture," to a full church of
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a Tuesday morning, his face seemed to shine like that of an angel.
Oh, how I envied him! "What," thought I, " would I give to be in
that happy man's position?" He did indeed appear to "dwell on
high," and to be utterly indifferent to the opinions of men; and
yet, to my astonishment, I read that, on his deathbed, he declared
that he could never get beyond the cry of the poor publican,
"God, be merciful to me, a sinner! " Of his preaching, to my
perfect amazement, he said, "So much self-seeking!" whereas it
seemed as though he was carried above it all.]
Well, then,. might the patriarch declare, and well may we all
testify, "Few and evil have the days of the life of thy servant
been;" but mark, notwithstanding', his TRIUMPH! "The God that
hath fed me all my life long." Yes," Not one thing had failed of
all the good things He had promised; all had come to pass, and
not one thing had failed thereof." He had in very deed fulfilled
His promise, "I will be with thee, and will keep thee in all places
whither thou goest, and will not leave thee until I have done that
which I have spoken to thee of." He had been a true and faithful
God. [And must we not say the same? Hath ought failed? Has
not all come to pass? "Lacked. ye any thing?" "He hath
delivered, He doth deliver," and may we not rest assured that" He
will deliver"; that He will "perfect that which concerneth us,"
and finally" bring us off more than conquerors through Him that
hath loved us"?]
.
But oh, THE TRIUMPHS !-THE TRIUMPHS I-of the dear old
patriarch. What a scene that gathering round his dying bed, and
the wisdom and foresight given in order to set forth-and that so
calmly and comprehensively-what should come to pass in regard
to each of his sons. Mark his breaking off, in the midst of his
address, as if overcome with so deep a sense of the Lord's goodness
and mercy, as with uplifted heart and hands to exclaim, "I have
waited for Thy salvation, 0 Lord." [Methinks I behold that
touching scene at this moment. He seems as it were overwhelmed
with a grateful astonishment and admiration. "I have waited-I
have watched for-I am now upon the very eve of embracing Thy
great-Thy gracious-Thy glorious salvation!"] Again he turns to
his sons: to each and all he testifies of what the Lord had been
and would be; and then, "when he had made an end of commanding his sons, he gathered up his feet into the bed, and yielded
up the ghost, and was gathered unto his people." Yes, without a
sigh, or groan, or even the semblance of fear or discomfort, I
believe that, like an infant turning to and reposing upon its mother's
breast, so the dear old patriarch simply gathered up his feet into
the bed, and sweetly fell asleep in Jesus.
Dear friends, take an early opportunity of reading afresh the
interesting history of J acob, and especially mark his TRAIKIKG,
TESTIMONY, and TRIUMPH.

The Gospel Magazine.

271

A UNION OF CRUCIFIXION; THE DISCIPLINE OF LOVE.
"Knowing this, that our old man is cmcified with Him [Chri.stJ."ROMANS vi. 6.
" Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son ~{}hom He
receiveth."-HEBREws xii. 6.
"I CANNOT believe," says the rebellious heart, pressed down under
acute sUffering and trial, "that this is all sent in love. God cannot
be kind to afflict me thus." Hearken! A Voice comes o'er the tumultuous waves of rage and rebellion, "Peace, be stilL" Is that Voice
nothing 1 It is everything. It is the Voice of Love. Nothing, to the
Christian, happens by chance. Crucifixion work-chastening workscourging work, are all links in the chain of Divine providence and
wisdom. Yes" An unseen Hand makes all our moves,
And some are great and some are small;
N or kings, nor nations, nor united power,
One moment can retard the appointed hour."

But there is no mistake about it; it requires great grace to bear some
trials, they are so severe, so contrary to flesh aud blood. God's ways
are indeed in the sea, and His paths in the great waters, and His
footsteps are not known. Who can fathom the depths of His purpose
and love 1
"He moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform."
We can only watch and wait for Him to clear up His divine ways.
We can only crave for faith to believe, what we shall eventually prove,
that all is for the best. What, then, we want to show now is, however apparently strange and severe the Lord's dealings with us, it jf',
only part of His discipline of 107eH

If He never did reprove me, what a false friend He would be,
If He never told me of my sins, which He must see."

And, in showing that all are proofs of His goodness and mercy, wo
will consider, the c1'ucijixion of "the old man" and the chastening of "the
new man," and all this is a discipline of love. Knowing this, that
"the old man is crucified with Christ." "Whom the Lord loveth He
chasteneth." And may the Lord. bless our meditation to the comfort of
those who have to endure tedious days and nights of suffering, and to
others who think God hardly kind to afflict them in the way that He
does.
First, then, the crucifixion of "the old man." Mark the expression,
beloved, "the old man" ; a trite and telling one, meaning a great deal.
"The old man," I would suggestI. Because of .its priority and date, unregeneracy preceding regeneracy;
but, beyond this, it takes us back to primreval man in Paradise, and
to the fall of our federal head, Adam, which fall ruined him and all
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his posterity. Through his disobedience to God's law, he was cast out
from the presence of Jehovah, and dwelt in the land of Nod, which
signifies "a vagabond "; hence the place where he dwelt was called
the land of Nod, or "vagabond's land." This brings out the force of
the expression, "our old man" -guilty man; and, in Adam's temptation, we see our own.
We shall see this further if we notice that on account of Adam's
transgressionn. The old man is human nature tainted J1"om the very first, through
the Fall. We shall never be clear upon divine things, if we are not
clear upon the doctrine of the Fall. If we imagine for a moment that
we are born in creature goodness and spotlessness, all that follows will
be confusion and deception. Nothing can be plainer upon this point
than the teaching of the Scriptures, which, beloved, must ever be our
stronghold. Therein we are told, "As by one man sin entered into
the world and death by sin, so death has passed upon all men, for
that all have sinned." Being, therefore, "born in sin," we cannot be
born in beauty and perfection inwardly; sin must bear the marks of
degradation and destruction, for we are all" shapen in iniqu'ity." And
abundant evidence of this will display itself in the very early development of the child, which will increase as time goes on, unless mighty
grace interposes. Here then is our point, certain and clear. The
Apostle calls human nature "our old man" because it sprang up in
Paradise, is coeval with our nature, and overspreads the whole man.
This will prEpare us for a further assertion, namelyIll. "The old man," berouse tvtally distinct fr01r/' the new. ""Ve must
ever contend, that the necessary change of heart is not a mere
renovation, but re-creation. "Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the
leopard his spots 1" If they could, we might expect those that are
accustomed to evil to do good; but inasmuch as all such labour is in
vain, and no application can take out the natural spots of that beast
of prey, so no earthly means can effect that change of heart necessary
to our salvation. Or again, in the language of the Scriptures, "For
though thou wash thee with nitre, and take thee much soap, yet thine
iniquity is marked before me, saith the Lord God." And what the
Lord God says must be true, let man say what he will. "Let God be
true, and every man a liar "-that is, who declares ccntrary to His will
and Word.
IV. And then mark, it is the old man c'ruci/ied with Ch1·ist. Ah !
what a wonderful mystery is here, showing identity and oneness to the
Head. If one member suffers, all suffer; but more than this, if the
Head suffers, the members must be "partakers with Him of His
sufferings"; hence do we learn the secret of what it is to be "always
bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus." All this
shows a wondrous and undying union, and that to be really a Ohristian
is no formal matter. It is really being "in Christ," and, as such,
bound up with Him in His sorrows and joys. We only in small
measure the sufferer; He the" Man of Sorrows, and acquainted with
grief. Oh, to be a Ohristian, in the right sense of the meaning, is no
light matter; but never let us forget the glory that shall follow with
Him who is the Glorified One.
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V. One thought more upon crucifixion work: It must be painful;
and mostly it is secret pain, for" Not even the tenderest heart and next our own
Knows half the reasons why we smile and sigh."
The outside world knows nothing of our grief. "The heart knoweth
his own bitterness, and a stranger doth not intermeddle with his joy,"
or his source of consolation. One has truly said, "Afflictions are·
blessings to us when we can bless God for afflictions"; but, to bless
God for them, needs much grace. Job's wife cursed God for them, or
bid her husband do so, but he did not. Grace was given sufficient
for the trying day. They were three pregnant words the Apostle
Paul uttered, "I die daily" (1 Cor. xv. 31), what do they mean1 I
think God's servant meant that, with a thorn in the flesh and a weak
body, and amidst the uncertanties of this time state, he held, as
it were, his life in his hands; "he died daily." But, more than this,
from the persecutions he endured, he was in jeopardy of his life every
day, not knowing what the next hour would bring forth; in his danger, as he says, "always bearing in his body the dying of the Lord
Jesus,' and was certainly "delivered·to death for Jesus' sake." But
further than this, I think he meant that, as long as he lived, he died
daily to self, to sin, and the world. Not that he never sinned, but he
was dead to the guilt of sin. He had that life of God in the soul
which could not sin; and, with regard to the world, our Lord declared
concerning His own, "Ye are not of the world, even as I am not of
the world.'
Secondly. But now we come to chastening and scourging work. "Whom
the Lord loveth He cbasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He
receiveth." vVe must admit that word" chastening" looks like an ugly
word, but, beloved, my purpose will be to show you that it is an
unctuous word, and that, with regard to the discipline of our covenant
God"A.ll must be right that seems most wrong,
1£ it be His sweet will."
A.nd, in order to see this, note, with regard to the chastening of the
Lord, that1. It is sent in love; as intimated in our passage, the Lord chastens
whom He loves, and scourgeth whom, -in that love, He receiveth. Or,
to put it according to the Scriptures, in the reverse way, "He that
spareth his rod hateth his son, but he that loveth him chasteneth him
betimes." That is, when it is needful and necessary for his profit and'
good. For the refiner does not cast the metal into the fire to get rid
of it as worthless and hateful to him, but the very contrary, because of
its value and preciousness, and in order to remove the dross from it
and refine it. One has said, "Those whom God loves He takes to
pieces, and then puts them together again." So it is, the saint's afflictions stand for blessings sent in love.
We ought also to remember that, as well as all this discipline, in the
way of crucifixion work and chastening work being sent in love, it is
also" according to God's divine will." I have been struck with these two
T
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expressions: first, in connection with" the diversities of gifts" which the
Lord grants unto His people, that, whatever those gifts are, "He has
divided to every man severally as He will" ; and the other expression
is concerning the members of Christ's mystical body, God hath set the
members everyone of them in the body" as it hath pleased Him." Now,
if concerning the members of the body, from the tiniest to the greatest,
from the weakest to the strongest, God has set one and all "as it hath
pleased Him" j and if in connection with the spiritual gifts He grants
them, it is all "severally as He u'ill"; surely it must be so with
<regard to the discipline; every pain, every suffering, every sorrow, is
"as it hath pleased Him"; because He knows it is for our good that
He has, in His inscrutable will, a purpose of love, all for our gain and
:His glory.
n. This chastening of the Lord shows relationship. Again we go to
the Word to prove our assertion: "If ye endure chastening, the Lord
dealeth with you as with sons." But, on the other hand-no chasten.ing, no sonship; "ye are bastards, and not sons." This family relationship is very precious one with another, but its greatest joy is oneness
with Him who loveth at all times, and sticketh closer than a brother.
Ah! and a Brother that will never fail us. And what proof He has
given of His love-suffered, bled, died for us. Oh, beloved, such
precious proofs of relationship are worth weighing. Moses said to the
,children of Israel, "Consider in thine heart, that as a man chasteneth
his son, so the Lord my God chasteneth thee." And all s,uch chasten~ng ill according to covenant dispensation. We do well to do as Moses
advises-consider it; let it weigh with you; live as heirs of glory, and
joint heirs with Jesus of unfading joys.
Ill. The chastening of the Lord is part of His training for eternity, and
is soul-teaching. "Blessed is the man whom Thou chastenest, 0 Lord,
and teachest him out of Thy Law." And the question arises, How so 1
What is God teaching us by His chastening ~ Oh, great things, salutary things. I can only mention three among the many. He is teaching
us thereby submission-patience-courage.
1. Submission. Adversity, beloved, is sometimes hard upon a man,
but prosperity is often harder to bear; that is to say, the Lord accompanies the former with grace to bear it, but the world links temptation
on to the latter and we fall. That which brings us, then, to nothingness of spirit and to rely upon our God alone, must be well for us.
r have heard of a poor sufferer, a young man, who on his dying bed
was so weak that he could not speak, but, in reply to inquiries, faintly
uttered again and again the word, "Happy! Happy! " And, when
asked what made him happy, the thin lips opened again, and the
answer was, "Jesus ! Jesus!" Such a hold, simple as it is, brings to
true submission of soul, and acquiescence in all that the Lord does
with us. Lord, keep us in such hallowed submission to Thy will.
"Renew my will from day to day,
Blend it with Thine, and take away
All that now makes it hard to say,
Thy will be done."
2. And then it is calculated to bring us, if sanctified, to patience.

Oh,
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do you foel as I do upon this point-that I cannot under
!'everses and opposition boast of any great measure of patience, and
.cases of submission and calmness under excessive trial put me to shame 1
Such, for instance, as the following, which meets my gaze while writing
,this. A well·known clergyman, speaking of the cheerful submission and
ltrust of some of the London poor, says, "Come with me, turn under
·this low doorway; climb these narrow, creaking stairs; knock at the
<door. A pleasant voice bids you enter. You see a woman sixty-four
.years of age; her hands folded and contracted, her whole body crippled
.and curled together, as cholera cramped, and rheumatism fixed it,
twenty-eight years ago. For sixteen years she has not moved from
.her bed, nor looked out of the window, and has been in constant pain,
while she cannot move a limb. Listen! She is thankful. For what 1
For the 'Use of one thu,mb. With a two-pronged fork, fastened to a
stick, she can turn over the leaves of an old-fashioned Bible when
Jllaced within her reach. Hear her. 'I'm content to lie here as
,long as it shall please Him, and to go when He shall call me.'" oJI.
.oh, what hallowed submission and drinking into God's will! I cannot
Qlelp repeating, such cases make one ashamed of oneself. Still, beloved,
while we may not be able to profess to anything approaching such
patience, not having been brought into such depths of suffering, the
Lord is, in other ways, giving us that discipline which in the trial of
faith worketh patience; and, in spite of all creature feelings and opposition, we shall find, in measure, faith working patience, slowly it
may be, but surely; for whosoever feareth the Lord will receive His
-discipline with patience, and sooner or later feel all is right and well,
a-nd will sing"Through waves and clouds and storms
He fully clears the way;
Wait, then, His time, thy darkest night
Shall end in brightest day."

3. It teaches 'Us the lesson of courage. "Speak to the children of Israel
that they go jOTU'ard." A man goes upon the battle-field with increased
~onfidence, if he has won a victory in a previous strife. So then,
beloved, adversity tends to soul profit. We much prefer, it is true, gentle
showers, seasonable rain, and the sunshine of joy, but these will not suffice.
It is the wind and the storm that induce a deeper root-hold and bring
about soul fruitfulness.
And, speaking of the lesson of "courage," we have said the word
€hastisement sounds like "an ugly word," but that of scourging seems
more so. But is it 1 " Scourging" implies some means which urges us
forward, like the use of a whip or lash. Now, when we come to spiritual
things, must not any means adopted by our God to make us press
<)llwards to the heavenly home, be fraught with blessing 1 Ah! beloved,
we need such urging onwards, depend upon it. We grovel far too
much. We are too carnal-too earthbound; t anything that lifts us
• Reader, such cases as these make us perfectly ashamed of ourJielves, feeling
as we do, in regard to trifling ailments and temporary vexations. What say
you ?-ED.
t Ah ! brother, it is only too true, and that, moreover, in spite of all and the
many years' teaching and discipline.-ED.
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out of the clods of the valley, and causes us to rise heavenwards, must
be for our good. If the Lord spared the rod, he would spoil His child.
And then, I must say that I think, in measure, the Christian often makes
a mistake with regard to "chastisement." In this way, they take the
SUffering of the body to be the chastisement of the Lord, when really it
is nature decaying, its powers getting weaker, and the appointed time
has come for the unloosening of the pins -of the earthly tabernacle. So
that this is not chastisement 0'/' displeasure on the part of the Lord, but
the appointment of love, which is accompanied by that chastening which
makes the Christian "meet to be partaker of the inheritance with the
saints in light:" This discipline of love will be seen further on
noticing thatIV. The chastening of the Lord dTives to prayer. To the Word of God
again: "Lord, in trouble have they visited Thee, they poured out a
prayer when Thy chastening was upon them." Oh, that must be well
that makes us pOUT out a prayer before God; generally, we are :;0 shut up.'if.
""Ve know not how to pray as we should, but the trial stirs us up within,
and makes our then earnest upliftings penetrate the vaults of heaven, and
enter into the ear of a. prayer-answering God. And then, speaking of
prayer, Christian parents will understand me when I say, it is blessed
to take our children, if not able in person, still in spirit, singly to the
throne of grace. Job was distressed that his sons "went and feasted in
their houses." Ah! and "called, too, for their three sisters to eat and
to drink with them." He could not think that such conduct was consistent with the Christian life, so he "rose up early, and offered burnt
offerings "-mark !-" according to the number of them all." Some, I know,
smile at the God bless so-and-so-my child-my son-my daughterbut it is precious to a godly parent to name them by name, and I
believe such prayer is acceptable to God.
V. The chastening of the Lord is productive of fruit. "Herein is my
Father glorified, that ye bring forth much fruit." "Now, no chastening
for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous; nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are
exercised thereby." There can be no mistake here; under the pressure
of the trial-racked with pain of body-tormented by the assaults of
Satan, affecting mind as well as body-it is next to impossible to
rejoice in such depths of trial and temptation. It seems pretty to
advise it and say, "Oh, you should rejoice, and not repine:; you should
sing, and not sorrow." But place yourself, or rather, become placed in
Divine discipline, in such a position, and you would find advice given
in the sunshine is one thing, and adversity endured in the winter quite
another. No, it is only in the afterwards-precious afterwards I-that
the rejoicing can come; and there is something very precious in that
part of the declaration referred to, that the afterward yieldeth the
"peaceable fruit of righteousness." Peaceable; freedom from war;
freedom from tumult; quiet, undisturbed stillness and serenity of soul;
" The Lord alone knows to what an extent we personally feel the force of
those six words, "generally, we are so shut up." Hence, alas! our harps are
mostly upon the willows, instead of tuned to His praise. Oh, when-when-will
it be otherwise? "Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly. "-ED.
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this is what that choice word "peaceable" seems to imply. It has been
warfare-conflict within-rebellion has been uppermost-body and soul
have been in a state of tumult; but grace has changed the exercise of
soul, relief has been granted, and now there is a quiet resting in the
Lord, and hanging upon some of His precious promises. And all this
is just the experience of all God's saints. You are not alone in such
storm and sunshine. Take, by the way of example, David's experience
in that ever-precious Psalm, the seventy-seventh. He had, under deep
trial and suffering, complained, and his spirit was troubled that he
could not speak-that is, other language than that of repining and
rebellion. "Will the Lord cast off for ever ~ and will He be favourable
no more ~ Is His mercy clean gone for ever? doth His promise fail
for evermore? Hath God forgotten to be gracious? hath He in anger
shut np His tender mercies? Selah." Mark that "Selah." As if it
should be said, "There, there's an end of that. Have done with such
unbelieving expressions." ,. And I said, This is my infirmity: but I
will remember the years of the right hand of the Most High," &c.
Now mark, in the dawning and bursting forth of faith, the "afterwards"
which "yieldeth the peaceable fruits of righteousness." Now he falls
back upon the unchangeableness of His God; rejoices in the sanctuary
Df His divine presence; glories in His strength, and acknowledges that
His way is in the sea and His path is in the great waters, and that
His footsteps are not known. It is, then, "the afterwards" tInt bears
the fruit. We praise the Lord for the multitude of His mercies at the
time, but we cannot do so with "the multitude of our miseries," nor
does the Lord expect it from us. He Imoweth our infirmities. We
sigh in the depths, but it is in "the afterwards" we can sing" Since all that I meet shall work for my good,
The bitter is sweet, the med'cine is food;
Though painful at present, 'tl'Ti!l cease before long.
And then, oh, how pleasant the conqueror's song l "
Yes, and it is only when we shall sing the conqueror's song with the
ransomed above, that the conflict will cease, and the peaceable fruits of
righteousness be fully realized. 'rVe shall have to bear our burden of
suffering and sorrow to the end, but God's grace will prove all-sufficient,
and the" afterwards" very precious. And mark again,beloved, relative
to the chastening of the LordVI. It nerer de,troys. "The Lord hath chastened me sore, but He
hath not given me over to death." Sore and crushing it will be at times,
yet it will not destroy. "Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down,
but not destroyed." And again, "As unknown, and yet well known;
as dying. and, behold, we live; as chastened, and not killed."
VII. The chastening of the Lord brings blessings. "Behold, happy i3
the man whom God correcteth." Therefore," despise not thou the
chastening of the Lord." "Consider Him that endured such contradiction of sinners against Himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your
minds." Remember, with all that has been endured, "ye have not
resisted unto blood." And so the Lord's chastening i3 the medium
that brings health of soul, and keeps from weariness and fainting. Ah !
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show me the man that is deep in divine things, whose utterances aresavoury, and whose faith is vigorous, and I will answer for it that heis a tried and suffering man. He draws his lessons from heart-felt.
experience. How different it would be if the Lord let us alO1le. The·
greatest calamity that could befall us would be to be let alone by the'
Lord. Then would come in Satan, who, taking every advantage, would
wither us up, and there would be no bearing fruit. Depend upon it.
the Lord works in such a way that we may well sing" Good when He gives, supremely good,
Nor less when He denies;
E'en crosses in His gracious hand
Are blessings in disguise."
VIII. Again. The chastening of the Lord brings to humility of Spi1il.
It did, indeed, Daniel, who "stood humbly before the Lord." And
the most earnest Ohristians on record have been humble and lowly
men. Yes, God is nearest, when we stoop the lowest. One very
dear unto the writer, a great sufferer, obtained a little relief froID
pain, but it returned with increased violence, when she observed,
" Ah! I was getting quite proud; this is sent to humble me again."
Oh, it must be love that reduces pride and self-reliance, and drives.
one to hang more certainly on the arm of the Best Beloved.
There is one thing I have been struck with, in connection with
this crucifixion and chastening work, namely, that while we are apt to>
think, under the cross or the rod, that our trial is special and that
no other Ohristian has suffered so peculiarly as we have, or that with
our disposition and feelings it is harder to bear than with others; oh,
beloved, not a bit of it; and I would venture to affirm that I could
find in the Bible, every form of temptation or trial, and that "OUF
fathers" trod in a similar pathway ages and ages ago. Nay, if we
came really to compare notes with them, I question if we should not
come to the conclusion that they had trials far exceeding ours. Look
at such facts as given us. The testimony of the Apostle Paul in his
Epistle to the Hebrew~, eleventh chapter, concerning the sufferings of
those gathered-home worthies. Turn to them, and say, do we endure
anything like them 1 Nay, in comparison, our lines have fallen to us
in pleasant places; we have a goodly heritage. And, still more to the
point, compare our sufferings with the sufferings of the Lord of Glory
Himself, and methinks they will sink into the shade. We may be
crucified with Him in feeling, disciplin(>, and experience, but never
shall we be called to hang literally and really upon "the accursed
tree." This He did in the sinner's stead. And this points to the fact.
thatIX. The chastisement we endure is but following in the footsteps of the
Master. See how He was chastened for His people. "The chastisement of our peace was; upon Him." Read the fifty-third chapter of
Isaiah, and see how fully this was the case. There is one thing we, as.
poor creatures of a day, must feel, namely, how impossible it is to fully
sympathize with the sufferer, unless we could put ourselves in their
position; but this the Lord Jesus has done. He suffered in our steadput Himself, as it were, into our condition-therefore knows all abou
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the sufferings of His weakest ones for He has felt the same. Blessed
be His ever precious Name! Oh,' to love Him more! Oh, to live to
glorify Him with lip and in life!
.
. •
But, beloved, while we have dealt at length With regard to cruc~fixlOn
work and the chastening of the Lord, this is, after a~l, but one sIde ~f
the discipline-the stormy and shady and st~rn sIde of the Lo:d s
dealings with us. Is there not (blessed be HIS Name 1). the sunshme,
the brightness, and the tenderness of grace and love, realIzed als~ 1. ~t
is only a few days ago, when we asked, " rr:hat constttutes the Chnstwn s
joy?" Immediately, in the eye of one's mllld there seemed to form a
monogram thus-

ALL AND IN ALL.

" J esns! the very thought is sweet;
In that dear Name all heart-joys meet;
But more than honey, sweeter far
The glimpses of His presence are."
1. Conquest. Yes, was there not joy and "a new song put into our
mouths, even praise unto our God," when He conquered us by His love
and brought us "out of Egypt"?
2. And then how precious and j')yous is communion and" converse
with Jesus" by the way! Oh, there is nothing like it on the face of
the earth. J ob became a stript man, and his false comforters teased
and tormented him, only adding to his misery; but, when the Lord
broke in upon him, he saw things in their proper light. "I have
heard of Thee by the hearing of the ear, but now mine eye seeth
Thee, wherefore I abhor myself and repent in dust and ashes." We
want no false teachers. " None but Jesus can do helpless sinners
good." I am often troubled and worried with the many cares of this
life-fearing this and foreboding the other-disquieted in soul and
discouraged in spirit; but, when I can get aside, and, in some country
lane or up some pathway of prayer, Jesus breaks in upon me, all
seems changed, and "in quietness and confidence I find my strength."
Lord, increase such love visits to both reader and writer.""
• Do, Lord, do.-ED.
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And then, with regard to converse and the communications of a
Saviour's love, preciousness, and power, what we desire so much and
enjoy so much, is getting such through the Word. Oh, the
Bible is such a treasure to one's soul! I love to halt at a passage or
portion, to read it again and again. In the morning, perhaps, it takes
possession of my soul, and makes a lodgment there. It rings through
one all the day. We keep, as it were, "nibbling at it." It is all
about Christ, and this makes it so valuable. And then at night,
when we lie down to rest, we feast and feast again upon it. By the
way, beloved, it is in this manner you get these "Notes by the Way."
Well, tell me then, does not such converse and communication form a
great part of th'e Christian's joy ~
But we must close. Beloved, you see "how large a letter I have
written you in my own hand." The pith of it may be summed up as
follows: We have dwelt upon the difficulty of believing that all sharp
SUffering we are called upon to endure is sent in love, and that God
is not unkind to afflict us in the way He does. And the two points
we have been led to are these-the crucifixion of the old man, and
-the chastening of the new. With regard to the former, the expression
." the old man," so trite and telling, has led us in thought to the
:garden of Eden, when primmval man fell, and, as a consequence,
brought in the necessity of tainted human nature suffering crucifixion
. work in the way of discipline. Then, in the matter of the chastening
of the 1WW, we have seen how such chastening is sent in love-shows
nlationship-brings to patience, submission, and c07wage, if sanctified.
,Drives to prayer. P1wluces fmit unto God and untold blessings, but
neve1' destroys; and it is, after all, but following in the Master's footsteps,:;md is the prelude of the glory that shall follow with Him.
.And that, with it all, we yet have our joy moments and joy songs,
.especially under the conquest of God's love, and the realization of
communion and converse with Jesus by the way.
Let us, then" Thank the Eternal Power,
That oft the cloud which wraps the present hour,
Serves but to brighten all our future days."
"Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth e\"ery son whom
He receiveth." Be it so-it is for our gain and His glory, and all
. the discipline of love.
,BU1:ton-on-Trent.
G. C.

'BEING without Christ, you are destitute of all good. You are without life-without grace-without peace-without. pardon-wi~hout c?mfort-without righteousness-without heaven-wIthout sa~vatlOn-wI~h
out the favour of God-without the presence of God-WIthout the hfe
of God-without the image of God-without the Spirit of God j and
being thus without God, you are without all. true ~ood and t~u~
happiness. According to the old and true maXIm, "Sine summo, mh~l
bonum "-" Without the chief good, there is nothing good."
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1Jilgrim lJltpers.
SPIRITUAL FRUITS j OR, THE EFFECTS OF GRACE IN
THE SOUL.
"Eve?'y good tTee br-ingeth fVTth good f1·uit."-MATTHEw vii. 17.
(Concluded FOil! page 216.)

THIRDLY, Testimonially. The Word of God says, "With the heart
man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is
made unto salvation" (Rom. x. 10). There are, undoubtedly, three
sources from which fruit proceeds-the heart, the life, the lips of
the child of God. What his heart feels, his actions 1'eflect, and his
lips, testimonialIy, make known. His tongue, which, before his call by
·divine gmce, was employed in cursing and swearing, in lying and
foolish jesting, in all kinds of vain conversation, and, perhaps, even in
ridiculiog the truth of God, is now, through sovereign mercy, engaged,
again and again, in petitioning, in praising, and in blessing the name
of the Lord. Every time the believer utters a word of prayer, either
privately or publicly, every time he expresses a desire after the mercy
of God in Christ Jesus, and every time he reproves those who slight
his Master's truth, he bears testimony for Him. Nothing can exceed
for sweetness the privilege of being enabled to bear heartfelt testimony
to the Lord's goodness and mercy. "Come and hear," said the
Psalmist, "all ye that fear God, and I will declare unto you what He
h&th done for my soul." How weighty the testimony when it flows
from a real knowledge of the Lord's gracious doings, either in providence or in grace! That His children may testify of His doings, He
brings them again and again into most trying spots, where no creature
can afford them the slightest help. And, as He brings them up "out
of the horrible pit and miry clay, and sets their feet upon the Rock,
and establishes their goings, and puts a new song into their mouths,"
how they "declare His doings among the people." What a blessed
tone the previous trial imparts to the testimony when deliverance is
'Vouchsafed, or when the Lord is pleased to manifest Himself to the
soul in the furnace. Reader, I never felt this more sweetly than
what I did in connection with the Lord's recent goodness to me, as
hinted at in the present article. The heart and tongue seemed all
<In fire to carry out the meaning of these words., Tell of His wondrous faithfulness,
And sound His power abroad;
Sing the sweet promise of His grace,
And the performing God.
"His every word of grace is strong
As that which bmlt the skies:
The voice that rolls the stars along
Speaks all the promises."
Such were the blessed sweets of love and mercy felt in my soul,
:and such the complete satisfaction with the Lord's arrangements, and
wise and gracious orderings, that I was more than repaid for all the
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trouble and mental anguish endured in connection with the affair. He
drew me so feelingly near to Himself, and seemed to look down upon
me so compassionately and tenderly, as that I was lifted right above
the trial, for the time being. My heart was broken, and my eyes filled
with tears over and over again, under the comforting effect of His
love-touches. Truly I did sit down under the shadow of His sacred
Humanity (SoL's Song ii. 3), with great delight, and His fruit, the fruit
of His dear and holy Manhood, was indescribably sweet to my taste,
my faith. Oh, what precious indulgence for a poor hell-deserving sinner
such as I! What childlike submission it produced in my soul! What
holy freedom was felt! What love and humility it called into exercise! Beloved, the Apostle John says, "That which was from the
beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes,
which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word
of life; (for the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear
witness, and show unto you that eternal life, which was with the
Father, and was manifested unto us;) that which we have seen and
heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us :
and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus
Christ" (1 John i. 1-3).
My soul desires to testify of the Lord's goodness, and to talk of
His power. I esteem it a great mercy to be able to bear personal
testimony, whether by tongue or by pen, to the favour so signally
manifested to my soul when in trouble. 'c Thou hast known Lregarded]
my soul in adversities" said the Psalmist (xxxi. 7); and can not you
and I, dear reader, bear like testimony ~ I am fully persuaded that
there is nothing like sanctified trial to enable a child of God to testify
of the effects of divine grace and mercy realized within, and to keep
him from the world in heart, in life, and in lip. While I speak thus,
I admit, without any reservation, that I am one of the greatest cowards
at trial that ever lived. Yea, I will go further, and say, that a more
complaining and rebellious creature than I am, at times, under trial,
never could, I think, exist. How thankful I am for that Scripture,
"Thou hast ascended on high, Thou hast led captivity captive: Thou
hast received gifts for men; yea, for the rebellious also, that the Lord
God might dwell among them" (Psa. lxviii. 18). Equally thankful am
I for the history of a J onah: not that I would excuse my rebellion on
account of his; ob, no; but because of the riches of God's forbearance,
mercy, and goodness, in pardoning such rebellion. I sum up my testimony by saying, that I have no hope of reaching heaven except through
the eternal, electing, redeeming, justifying, calling, sanctifying, and
preserving grace of .!<'ather, Son, and Holy Spirit. And I am sure that
the fruits of grace will be found in the heart, the life, and the testimony of every vessel of mercy. Lord, grant that these fruits may
abound more and more in me, so that men may indeed take
knowledge of me that I have been at Thy blessed feet. Amen.
Foleshill.
J. BURTON.
N() wonder that Christ is so much undesired, when He is so much
undiscerned.
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DEW-DROPS.

"The way of the wilderness."-ExoDus xiii. 18.
that way is, with all its ups and downs, winding paths, intricate mazes, valleys of humiliation and hills of difficulty, each and all
of the Israel of God learn by daily experience, spiritually drinking int()
the words of Paul, "Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be
ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed
through the sea; and were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and
in the sea; and did all eat the same spiritual meat; and did all drink
the same spiritual drink; for they drank of that spiritual Rock that
followed them, and that Rock was Christ." Like Israel of old, His
spiritual seed have their need of the Pillar of cloud and fire to guide
and garrison them. Like them, they have their bitter waters to drink,
and their Elim resting-places. They, too, have their bread from heaven,
and, alas! like them, they have their Meribahs. Poor ~hort-sighted
children, looking back to their time of Egyptian bondage, vainly thinking, now that it is past, that it was better with them then than now.
Like them, they are brought to all the terrors of Sinaitic law, but
to be shown the covenanted blood token of peace. Yea, songs of
triumph alternate sighs of distress, but above them all floats the
banner of their Jehovah-nissi; and, brought all "the way of the wilderness," they shall at length reach that goodly land of Canaan, which, to
their short-sighted faith, now seems so very far off. Now, our mercy
is, not only to rest in the sure promise that God has appointed the
way, that right way which shall lead to the "city of habitation,"
but He has also made provision for all that way. Their feet are
ofttimes footsore because of the thorns and briars besetting their path,
but already are "shoes of iron and brass" provided. They are often
weary, but He, "who fainteth not, neither is weary" is able to give
"power to the faint, and to them that have no might He increaseth
strength."
They endure famine; but the Shepherd has provided to feed HiB
flock; and when, like David, they cry out, "Oh, that one would give
me drink of the water of the well of Bethlehem," the promise also runs,
"The Lord shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought,
and make fat thy bones; and thou shalt be like a watered garden,
and like a spring of water, whose waters fail not."
Then their way through the wilderness is often beset with wild
beasts of the forest; so that their fears cause them to cry out, "I
shall now perish one day by the hand of Saul." But He that is better
unto them than all their fears has spoken the word which cannot fail,
"I, the Lord thy God, will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee,
Fear not; I will help thee."
They are not free from sorrow, but He who knows their sorrows
"will keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Him," in
whom is "everlasting strength" for His child's every weakness. Satan,
like a roaring lion, often tempts them to despair, but what saith the
Faithful Promiser ~ "'When the enemy shall come in like It flood, the
Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard against him"; or, "put him

WHAT
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to flight," as the margin renders it. Yea, their whole walk is a daily
warfare, fighting not only enemies without but enemies within, crying
out with the Apostle, "Who shall deliver me from the body of this
death 1" But for this, too, the promise is given, "No weapon that is
formed against thee shall prosper." Yes, their armour is providedtl1e breastplate, helmet, sword, and shield-and God is above all, a
Mahanaim round about His people.
But see, too, His care and gentleness with them, lest they should be
wearied overmuch, and pressed beyond measure. Now and again, amid
the fighting, comes a sweet whisper, and the promise is fulfilled wherein
His cbildren are made to rest awhile, "I will lead on softly, according
as the children -be able to endure."
Ah! how tenderly He cares for each, knowing just how much they
can bear, just when they are weary, and wholl the last straw would
break their back. And then comes the leading on softly for a time, a
sitting beneath the shades of Elim's palms for rest and refreshing, a
resting-time under His shadow with great delight.
Again, He knows holV often the steps of His children shall prove to
them "slippery ways," which, but for His upholding grace, should prove
"miry pits and horriblo clay," to sink them utterly in despair and
-destruction. But His gracious protection enables us to say here
also, "When I said, My foot sIippeth, Thy mercy, 0 Lord, held me
-up."
Then, again, because of the innumerable difficulties which shall beset
them, they are enjoined to, "ask the way to Zion, with their faces
thitherward." Lest their feet should go astray, they are to watch"watch the way." And how blessedly He comes again and again to
instruct them, and teach them in the way, and guide them.
Yea, the way is to be remembered as a succession of mercies. "Thou
shalt remember all the way," and every son and daughter shall sing to
the glory of that grace they found in the wilderness (J er. xxxi. 2).
Now, whilst we read that promise with the comfort that God's people
derive whenever they read the words of J ehovah Himself, "I will
even make a way in the wilderness for My people," we see there
ar3 some who will miss that way. "He poureth cuntempt upon princes.
and causeth them to wander in the wilderne"s, v:here there is no way."
A way and no way.
Oh, if the way be ever so rough an1 thorny, if our feet grow ever so
footsore, our strength ever so feeble, and our hearts eyer so sorrowful,
if we are in that way, hedged up, in mercy, that we can find nor choose
no other paths of our own-oh, then, should we not sing, as we tread
its difficult steps, to the glory of that grace that put us in the way,
and met us and led us all the way to the "city of habitation" 1 Yes,
sing now, beloved, as you journey on. Remember David, with his
eyes ever toward the Lord, whilst his feet were in the net. Look up
to your Guide and your home, for only as you turn your gaze downw.ards to the difficulties of your path are you in fear of stumbling.
"Israel, art thou sorely tried?
Art thou pressed on every side?
Doe9 it seem as if no power
Could relieve thee in this hour?
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"Wherefore art thou thus disheartened?
Is the Arm that saves thee shortened?
Forward go, and thou shalt see
Wonders wrought, and wrought for thee."

And" God, before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac did walk,
the God which fed me all my life long, unto this day, the Angel which
redeemed me from all evil,"-" This God shall be our God for ever;
He will be our Guide, even unto death."
R.
HOPES AND HELPS BY THE WAY.
To E. D - .
You sayTo me it is a great comfort that we are to have another of God's
children in our employ, for I feel that His blessing must attend them
wherever His providence leads them.
This is a great truth. Wherever a child of God is led, in the Lord s
all-wise and gracious providence, there a blessing must follow. It may
take time and various methods to show itself, but there it is, beyond
all doubt or question. The eye of a Father is upon him; all He does is
in His own way and by His own special means, and ratifies and confirms
His own Word, "The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord
and He delighteth in his way." Laban realized this in regard to
Jacob, for, said he, "I have learned by experience that the Lord hath
blessed me for thy sake." Do we not, moreover, read that" the Lord
blessed Obed-edom and all his household" 1 And why 1 Because the ark
of the Lord was in his house. Now, if a special blessing rested upon
the house in which the symbol of the Divine presence rested, can there
be a question as to such following the persons of those of whom the
Word testifies, "Whoso toucheth you, toucheth the apple of His eye" 1
When, for example, we have been travelling either by sea or land, how
special has been our satisfaction when we had reason to believe there
was a dear child of God among the passengers; or, when we have
stepped into this or that establishment, what comfort has arisen with
the thought, "There's a favoured son or daughter of the Most High
in this place." Oh, what a word is that, "Mine eye and mine heart
shall be there perpetually"! And this is verily the case wheresoever
and whensoever a child of God is found-in the palace or the poorhouse-the counting-house or the cottage-in the mansion or among
the merchandize-upon the bench as a judge, or in the barn as a
labourer. Wherever a child of God may be, or however a child of
God may be, with him and for him, it is well! Ab! how full and
how comprehensive is the testimony, "Say ye to the righteous, It shall
be well with him." The longer we live, the more thoroughly and
immovably are we confirmed and established as to this great and
glorious fact.
Further, you say-and oh, how true is the testimony)What is prosperity

01'

riches without His blessing?

Ah! what indeed 1 What striking proof-and that

III

such varied
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ways-has of late been given in regard to the worthlessness of wealth
or the unsatisfying nature of prosperity. How has that precious tmth
ooen ratified, "It is the blessing of the Lord that maketh rich, and
He addeth no sorrow with it." Further, you sayI feel that I could give up everything that would interfere with a daily
communion with Him, but I may say that He takes care that I shall be
continually having something to bring me near to Him. I feel, more and
more, how utterly helpless and dependent on Him I am for everything,
both in providence and in grace; and, although the trials, worries, and
anxieties with which I am continually beset, are very trying to the flesh,
yet they bring me, I believe, into a healthy place. I have lately felt
what the poet says"He'll cause thee to bring thy griefs to His throne,
Yet answers of peace to thee shall send none."
This is a trying spot, but it must be the footsteps of the flock. Our
minister's text on Sunday last was, "He will regard the prayer of the
destitute, and not despise their prayer." This is very sweet to one who
feels himself utterly destitute, but the reality of it cannot be felt unless
the Holy Spilit applies it with supernatural power. Oh, that I could love
Him more, and serve Him better.

How blessed are these lessons; aye, and only to be learnt in such a
school and in connection with such scenes and circumstances as
those with which you are thus so familiar. You are brought face to
face with facts that cannot be gainsaid. You see a Hand, and you
hear a Voice, the which you would neither see nor hear under other
circumstances. You are now being taught lessons which will abide by
you throughout your wilderness journey, and will attain and retain
such a powerful hold upon the heart and mind, as shall defy all the
powers of hell or the spleen of men to uproot or obliterate. Blessed
lessons! Humbling teaching, but most God-glorifying, Christ-exalting,
nevertheless.
You addIt is hard to m.ite as I should like to, in the midst of business.

Ah! dear E--, we now look back upon past times and seasons
with adoring wonder and amazement; yea, we at times re-peruse
what we wrote when in the depths of trial and in the midst of
business turmoil and travail; and, in that re-perusal, we so clearly see
that not a single trial, or the veriest temptation, besetment, or exercise,
could have been dispensed with.
" All was most needful,
Not one was in vain."

We feel assured that by no other means could we have attained the
insight into divine truth with whic9h the Lord has been pleased to
favour us; nor could we have been "strengthened, stablished, settled"
in those doctrinal verities which are our very meat and drink, but
by "the line upon line, precept upon precept, the here a little
and the there a little," with which in a business career of eleven
years we were so pai~lfully but (as it proved in the sequel, profit-
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ably) familiar. Oh, we now see the indispensable necessity for aB
that the Lord then set before us. By such teaching the Person
and work of the Holy Ghost, as the Testifier of Christ; as the
Sealer home of divine truth upon the heart and conscience,
and as the Leader into covenant mysteries and Gospel verities,
was made known. That knowledge abides. That knowledge awakens
and intensifies a holy jealousy for God and truth. That knowledge
helps to the "rendering unto Cresar the things that are Cresar's, and
to God the things that are God's." That knowledge, instrumentally,
possesses the soul with a reverential awe, and a devout desire to
ascribe every ray of light, every spiritual breathing, each and every
wish Christward, Godward, heaven-ward, to the distinct operation and
definite power of God the Holy Ghost. That knowledge deniesrejects-wholly repudiates the veriel:?t iota or atom of power of the
creature, in thought, or word, or deed, as bearing upon, seeking after,
or desiring aught that will in the least wise, or in the smallest possible
degree, contribute to the soul's salvation or eternal well-being. It is
nothing short of the life-giving power of the Holy Ghost that
imparts life to the dead, light to the blind, or love where enmity
formerly held dominion. Yea," It is of Him, and through Him, and
to Him are all things j to whom be glory for ever. Amen."
To E--

AND

A--.

YOUR two letters came to hand within the same hour, and we thought,
could you have met and compared notes, how special would have been
your feelings. Differ as the cases may, yet in each how plainly is to be
seen that the Lord, and the Lord only, can sustain, uphold, deliver.
What may be His divine purpose and intention, we, as poor shortsighted creatures, cannot imagine. That He has thus far exercised
His restraining hand, and said to the tempter, "Thus far shalt thou
go, and no farther," is beyond all doubt. What, however, is to be the
ultimate issue, is known only to Himself. He will explain Himself in
His own time and way. In the perusal of your two epistles, dear
troubled, soul-anguished ones, sundry passages were presented to the
mind. The first was, that of Israel, "eating the paschal Iamb with
bitter herbs" upon the eve of their departure from Egypt. Such precious portions as those presented to you, E--, can only be relished
and enjoyed, in a holy, spiritual point of view, with that special supernatural something which trial, affliction, sorrow, care, perplexity, and deep
anguish of heart are, in the Divine hand, made to minister to the good
of the soul and for the glory of the Most High. No cross, no crown j
no mourning, no sweetness j no tears, no triumphs; no bitterness, no
blessedness j no clouds, no sunshine j no dread, no deliverance j no fears,
no fear nots j no wounds, no bindings up j no bondage, no liberty j no
sighs, no songs. In the grand economy of redemption, these things are
set one over against the other. As we have repeatedly stated in these
pages, the gifts of God are too precious-too invaluable-too costly and
savoury to be frittered away and cast to the winds. In His inscrutable
wisdom, the Lord reserves them and deals them out, here and there,
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just when and where and as they are needed. The moment of that
need, as well as its precise circumstances, are all well known to Himself, nor can there be the very shadow of a shade of their being either
overlooked, forgotten, or neglected.
Again, we thought, ye troubled ones, of another precious portion,
"He stayeth His rough wind in the day of the east wind." They do
not come together. They are both timely and telling. They shall come
at the right time, in the right way, and be productive of the right
fruit. The more these facts are considered-the closer the scrutinyand the deeper the searching, the more marked and the clearer the
proof that infinite wisdom, boundless love, and omnipotent power have
had the direction and the control of all. The whole, in due timethat is, in God's time-ratifies and confirms the glorious verity that
"He leads by the right way, that they may go to a city of habitation."
Yes, blessed, praised, and for-ever-to-be-adored His great and glorious
Name,
"He led their feet far wandering round,
'Twas the right road to Canaan's ground."
Another portion was likewise brought to mind, whilst perusing your two
epistles, beloved sufferers; it was this, "By terrible things in righteousness wilt Thou answer us,O God of our salvation." We rarely if ever
think of this Scripture without an incident being brought to our recollection, which occurred many years since-some five-3.nd-twenty to thirty.
At one of our Saturday-night prayer-meetings this passage was presented
as a prayer by one then and there addressing the throne of grace. If
ever we were shocked or dismayed at such a meeting, it was there
and then, and quickly indeed did we follow, and offer petitions in total
opposition to such a breathing. It betrayed the most consummate
ignorance of the human heart, as well as a corresponding want of knowledge of what the Almighty can do, in order to bring down-lay low
and humble in the dust at His blessed feet. Whether there was ever
any vitality in the profession of that pretended worshipper, we know
not. All we can say is, that happening one day (after an interval of
many years) of a sudden to meet him in the street, we were never so
completely shocked or amazed at a poor fellow-creature's appearance as
in his case. Premature old age had seemed to haye seized upon him,
nor did we ever glance upon a countenance which so bespoke the
language of black and hopeless despair.
Ah! dear sisters in Christ, agonizing as your twofold positions may
be, under your so keen and deeply-touching trials, what comparison will
they bear to such a case as that just named ~ Moreover, we cannot but
regard your present circumstances hopeful (in spite of the death that
may seem upon them), inasmuch as that you are not only sustained
under your trials, but sweet and sacred communion is vouchsafed to
you, and the so special application and opening up of His own blessed
Word. The annexed Scriptures have been presented to our own mind,
in regard to your cases: they are these, "Shall the prey be taken
from the mighty, and the lawful captive delivered ~" "Is not this a.
brand plucked out of the fire ~" "Is there anything too hard for the
Lord ~" May the Lord, of His great mercy, apply these precious
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portions to your hearts, and grant you to plead their fulfilment at His
footstool.
.
I had but just laid down the pen yesterday, when writing to you,
,ere my attention was drawn to a case that had occurred two days
before at the opposite outskirts of this town. It was the deliberate
murder of the wife, upon the part of her husband. The whole circumstances bespoke a careful preparation and planning of the act, with
the intention of at once taking his own life. It would seem that the
wr.etched man-the father of seven children by the poor hapless woman
-came from London for the express purpose of carrying out this
dreadful deed. But I refer to it here, because it has been so
-deeply impressed upon my own mind, as setting forth, in such a marked
iLnd so special a way, the restraining hand of our God. I am so
anxious that this should engross your thoughts and call forth your
thanksgiving and praise. Distressing as may be the aspeet of the cases
which now so absorb your minds, it is well that you should, at
-the same time, consider how the restraining power of the Lord has
been, and still is, exercised with respect to them. Oh, why has there
been a limit affixed 1 Why the "so far, but no farther" 1 Ah! why
indeed 1 It is of the Lord's goodness and mercy alone; and we will
indulge the hope that this restraint and limitation is a cheering feature
in the case, and that it does justify the thought and encourage the
€xpectation, that in very deed, and notwithstanding an appearances,
the Lord still has purposes of mercy and intentions of love towards
the objects of your so deep solicitude. Let us at least hope for this.
Oh, what a fulness there is in that precious testimony.. He saw me ruined in the fall,
I He saved me from my lost estate,
Yet loved me, notwithstanding all; His loving.kindness, oh, how great! "
THE EDITOR.

A LOVING REMONSTRANCE.-THE FEAR OF DEATH.
[The night of April 11th, 1891, had been much disturbed by cough
and bodily ailment. When sleep is thus interrupted, the enemy and
-our own unbelieving heart take advantage, and dark and drear are the
forebodings-yea, beyond expression. We dare not attempt a description. But we leave the reader to imagine our personal reproach, when
upon the breakfast-table in the morning the eye fell directly upon the
annexed.-ED.]
DOTH thy poor old tabernacle creak, and death and the grave appear
iu view 1 "Thy Maker is thy Husband," and hath been through the
gloomy passage before thee, so the course is clear; it is no new path,
nor untrodden ground. He drove the devil out of the pathway,
suffered death to plunge his poisonous sting into His own bosom, and
hence hath made a clear passage for the redeemed. So that thou
wilt go through the gates of death, and enter the portals of the grave,
eSClYl'ted by Jesus! Beloved, what is the matter 1 Death! death! why,
since Jesus encountered him, and disarmed him of his sting, he is no
longer a foe, but a friend! He freed thee, and awaits to introduce thee
to the open vision of God and the Lamb.-D. A. D., Gospel Magazine
{Of'

March, 1844.
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MRS. SPURGEON'S BOOK FUND AND ITS WORK.
THERE are five lin'es in the Report just issued, the reading 'of which
led us at once mentally to exclaim, " What hath God wrought / To HiE
guat and glrlrious Name be all the praise!"
Now, here are the lines; which (for the sake of space) we run
together :-" Summary of WOrk: Books distributed dU1'ing the yea?' 1890.
8,867 volumes; making a total of 122,129 volumes for the fifteen years."
Oh, how we revel in such a God-glorifying, Christ-exalting fact! It
is an illustration of the issue of little beginnings. It so intensifies the
caution, "To despise not the day of small things." As we write, that
long gone-by scene re-presents it.self. The little family group-Mrs.
SPURGEON'S admiration of her husband's new book, and fervent wish
to circulate it among the Divinity-students-his scruples as to its
feasibility-the son's doubts about so delicate a mother being equal to
any such effort-that mother leaving the room, and reappearing with
her little silver-st01'e, reserved for some purpose or other of which she
was then in ignorance, but which in the divine purposes of Jehovah
was designed for so great and glorious an object. We repeat, that we
perfectly revel-yea, we exult and rejoice-in the contemplation of such
a work; begun and carried on, for fifteen years, by one so weak-so·
frail-so seemingly utterly unequal to such a gigantic enterprize; and
Jet" without doubt, that very weakness and frailty so touching the
h..art-so arousing the sympathies upon personal grounds-as to contribute, in no small measure and degree, to the very success and
I'xtension of the work. Who so likely to feel for the suffering, the
sorrowing, and the solitary, as the one compelled from sheer necessity
to grapple with sUffering and sickness 1 In connection, however.
with this very state of things, how is the wise and the gracious
and the all-sufficient Hand of our God seen, in that whilst He thus
"makes His strength perfect in weakness," He refreshes and cheers and
encourages, by and through the instrumentality of those who are helped.
Thus sympathy is reciprocated, and the Lord Himself honoured both by
the helper and the helped.
.
So far from this great and good work flagging, or in the least wise
losing in interest and usefulness, its very continuance and extension
only render it the more important and satisfactory.
.
We should be glad to quote at considerable length, but space.forbids.
Here are a few extracts, however, in which we must indulge. Here they
are, bespeaking such reality-such heartfeltedness-such true spiritua)
teaching.
.
We presume the story mentioned in the annexed "Three Memory
Sketches," was from what we somewhere wrote, because we remember
the fact as stated to us by the dear man who soon afterwards was
suddenly called to his rest:One morning (says Mrs. SPURGEON), when I was reading the POrtions of
S~ripture in "Daily Light," my husband said, "What are the texts for
to.day, wifey?" So I read :-" 0 Lord, though our iniquities testify
against us, do Thou it for Thy Name's sake" (Jer. xiv. 7). "Let the
power .of my Lord· be great, ac-cording as Thou hast spoken, .saying, The
Lord is long.suffering, and of great mercy, forgiving iniquity andtrans.
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gression" (Num. xiv. 17, 18). "Help us, 0 God of om' salvation, for the
glory of Thy Name: and deliver us, and purge away om' sins, for Thy
Name's sake" (Psa. lxxix. 9).
"These texts remind me," I said (continues Mrs. SPURGEON) "of a circumstance which came to my knowledge lately, which pleased and interested
me much." I then related to him the story as I had read it.
A prayer·meeting was being held in a country town; and a good man
was praying very earnestly, pleading promise after promise before God
with great fervour, when he was suddenly interrupted by someone crying
out in a loud voice: "That's it, brother; that's it! "Bind Him down to
that!" "He can't go from His Word!"
The dea~" pastor looked grave as I uttered the last words, and his
conclusion differed strangely from the one I had anived at. A shadow
as of pain passed over his face, and in tender, measured tones, he replied:
" Ah! but He does not need binding down to it, bless His dear Name!"
We most fully agree with Mr. SPURGEON, in his comment! At the
same time we can but admire the warmth of heart which prompted
the poor man so to express himself. If nothing else sprang from it, the
annexed remarks are fruit that it has indirectly produced;Only these few words he said, and left me, but in a moment they shed
a true light on the matter. My fancy had been caught by the earnest·
ness of the suggestion, and the apparent ardour of devotion it expressed;
but my husband's allegiance to his Lord could not tolerate the faintest
shadow of a suspicion of His faithfulness. Swift and true as the needle
to the pole, his heart turned to the immutability of God, and stayed
itself on that glorious fact, ,and the absolute certainty of the performance
of all His pl·omises. "He does not need 'binding down' to it."
As I thought the matter over, I felt a little ashamed of the mental
applause which I had given to the lively brother's interruption, and then
and there I resolved to refrain carefully from saying anything which
could even look like throwing a doubt on the unchangeable grace of God,
or suggesting a distrust of His infinite love and faithfulness.
Do I not know that all His promises are " Yea" and" Amen" in Christ
Jesus, and that the good pleasm'e of His will is the full supply of all our
need, "according to His riches in glory" P
True, He lo"es to hear the pleadings of His people, and Himself has
said, "I will yet for this be inquired of by the house of Israel, to do it
for them;" but those two wonderful verses in Hebrews vi. 17, 18, demon.
sti'ate to a certainty that all the "binding down" was done by His own
will in the past ages, and that it "does not need" to be repeated. Look
out those verses and the context, deal' reader; and if you are" an heir of
promise" yourself, you will see that the intenupting brothel' was at
least right in one thing, when he said, "He can't go J1'om His Wm"d."
Touching upon the occasional fretfulness and ill-temper of a domestic,
Mrs. SPURGEON offers the annexed comments. Who that knows something of the waywardness and self-will of his own heart, but must plead
guilty to what she says~Is there not here a looking.glass, deal' fellow·Christian, in which you
and I may see our sinful selves reflected P Have we not sometimes
treated our deal' Master as if we did not love Him, did not care to obey
Him, and were not at all certain that He loved us, or cared for our
allegiance P Some unacknowledged and unforgiven sin has made us turn
away from God's face. We have kept aloof from Him, .shunning the
very places where we were wont to meet Him, and delight ourselves in
the lifting up of His countenance! Then, how true ,in om" case has
U 2
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been the charge brought against Israel by Isaiah the prophet! "Your
iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have
hid His face from you."
Into what a wretched condition has this alienation brought us! My
poor, foolish girl was all the while fighting down her heart's hunger for
the smile with which she knew forgiveness would be accorded. Yet so
firmly did Satan hold both heart.strings and eyelids, that not one look
of penitent desire was allowed to appear on the dark and hardened face.
And it has been so with us. What hard thoughts of OUT loving Lord
have we cherished, though we knew He was "waiting to be gracious"!
With what apparent indifference have we heard the warning voice of
conscience, telling us of a grieved Holy Spirit, of neglected prayer, and
sinful continuance 'in wandering from God! Everything has gone wrong
with us, because we ourselves were out of gear, and for a time we wilfully preferred the wear and tear of sinful passions to the humbling of
ourselves in deepest penitence before Him whose love we had so shamefully requited.
If we cannot remember any such times as these in our soul's history,
we ought to praise the Lord upon the high-sounding cymbals, for His
sanctifying and sustaining grace, which has kept us from such bitter
experiences of our own vileness and weakness. But to some it will be
but a picture of the dark places in their life's journey, and the depths
in the" Valley of Humiliation," which they will not forget" till travelling
days are done."
And well may the author add:I have related the conflict, now let me record the victory. We were
conquered at last. There came a day when "free grace and dying love"
melted the ice of our hearts, and caused the waters of contrition to flow.
"The exceeding greatness of His power to us-ward who believe" was
shown in raising us up from the pit into which we had fallen, in restoring
our soul, and setting us once more in heavenly places, where He could
look with favoUT upon us through Jesus Christ. With what tenderness
did the dear Lord speak pardon to us, and hush the /lrief and bitterness
with which we poured out our hearts before Him! We could only sob
out to Him" Thy mercy is more than a match for my heart,
Which wonders to feel its own hardness depart; "
and then His forgiving love made it possible for us to look up, and see,
through our tears, that the help of His countenance was once again
given to make us glad. Out of the horror of great darkness, into which
our sin had plunged us, we were brought back by so,ereign grace, and
taught to cry as we had never cried before, "Lord, make Thy Face to
shine upon Thy servant!"
Personally, how deeply can we orink into the spirit and adopt the
language as expressed in the annexed quotation. We can likewise
adopt the "shame" spoken of from our very inmost soul : One day, as a friend was sitting with us at the tea·table, he mentioned
the fact of the death of an eminent minister of the Gospel, and, speaking
with "bated breath," he told us of the solemnity of his dying words.
Just before he passed away, a friend asked him, "You are not afraid to
die? " " No," said he, turning. his fast-dimming eyes on his questioner.
" No, I am not afmid, but I am ashamed!"
These words thrilled me through and through. I shall never forget
them. They constantly recur to me, and I feel as if they must be my
l.1st words also, when I come to the banks of the river. My feet have
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many times almost touched its cold waters during my long illnesses, and
I can speak from experience as to this sense of "shame" when the
Angel of Death has drawn nigh. One's past life looks so mean in the
light of eternity, God's patience and forbearance are more apparent and
amazing, and the hideous vitality of sin and self is seen as never seen
before. Lost opportunities, selfish indulgences, ingratitude, shortcomings,
lack of love, and want of zeal, all seem to cry in chorus, "Yes, God
has forgiven you, but you can never forgive yourself."
Oh, how true! How often is the selfsame language upon our heart,
"God may forgive me, but I can never forgive myself. No, never."
Many a powerful and impressive sermon had this minister doubtless
preached, yet these last faint utterances-just nine words-might be to
some soul of greater impOl't than all his eloquent discourses.
You see, dear reader, he was a good man, of unblemished life and
character, a saved man, a true servant of God, just going to receive
his welcome to the heavenly home; and yet, he felt" ashamed." Allfem'
of death was taken away by the certainty of eternal life through faith
in the Son of God; and yet, so deep was his sense of unworthiness, in
view of that glory which was beginning to be revealed in him, that he
was "ashamed."
Ashamed, and well might he, and well might all, be, not leaving the
veriest shadow of a shade of creature pride or fleshly boast for a
whole life-time of labour or effort in the best of all causes and for
the most kind and gracious of all Masters. Oh, how well may such
give heed to the injunction, "Having done all, say, We are unprofitable
servants! "
Ashamed of his sinfulness and coldne8s, of his weakness and imperfec.
tions, ashamed of hirnself altogether, and stripped of everything wherein
to glory, save the precious blood, under cover of which he knew his
eternal safety was assured. Perhaps he had, in his dying moments, such
a glimpse of the awful price which was paid for his ransom, that he was
overwhelmed and amazed at the undeserved mercy of God in his salvation
and adoption.
01' was it that Satan saw just a last chance to trouble a dying soul,
and must throw one more fiery dart, as the poOl' pilgrim began to ford
the dark river?
Well does Mrs. SPURGEON add:But, blessed be God, the "ashamedness," which this good man experi.
enced, could only be felt while mortal life lasted! It could not exist in
the presence of God. "All the bitter shame and sorrow" must flee away
in the brightness and glory of immortality!
" In 'Thy presence is fulness of joy; at Thy right hand there are pleasures
for evermore." There's not an inch of room for" shame" there, is there?
Perhaps those inexpressibly tender words-twice repeated-in the Revelation, "God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes," may be intended
to teach us that all 1'ememb1'ance of unworthiness and sin shall be impossible
when we wake in His likeness. Yet, do you know, deal' reader, I think I
should wish to have some tears, if only just once, to feel them wiped
away by His loving Hand?
We have sometimes remarked, that the redeemed of the Lord pass
out of life, as it were, with or in tears, in order that the above
precious word might be fulfilled.
In reference to a distinct and separate Fund, from which Mrs.
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SPURGEON is enabled to contribute to poor and DEcessitous ministers,
she writes : -

I know scores of cases where the whole of the housework has to be
done by the pastor's wife, because they cannot keep even a little girl
for servant: and this in addition to the many cares which a large
family brings, and the unceasing attention which it demands.
I know, too, of some husbands who, with heroic self-denial and humility,
insist on sharing with their wives the toil and labour of such domestic
'duties. But I only hint at such knowledge: it is too sad and piteous
a subject upon which to enlarge, too pathetic a matter to disclose, even
in these pages.
What joy I do 'obtain in this work can be readily surmised. It is in
the assistance I am able to give to these struggling souls-the burdens
that are lifted, the anxieties that are swept away, the gladness and gl"ati, tude which takes the place of embarrassment and fear in their hearts.
I have many friends who find the pill'est pleasUl'e in soothing the
sorrows, and relieving the necessities of these poor servants of Christ,
a~d they joyfully entrust to me the means of carrying out their lOVIng
pUl'Poses. May all blessing rest on them ! No trumpet proclaims their
bounty, no subscription list parades their names, but "the blessing of
him that was ready to perish" comes upon them, and their "Father
who seeth in secret" Himself shall reward them openly.
I have a pile of letters now on the table before me, everyone of them
containing details of distress and poverty enough to make one's heart
ache always. But, thank God, each one carries within it an inner page,
on which tears of gratitude and I'elief have fallen, and which bear written
words, sometimes almost incoherent with joy, which have come from the
depths of thankful and lightened hearts!
During the year (Mrs. SPURGEON adds) I have had the joy of distributing
£306 13s. 6d. of the money entrusted to me for this PUl'P0se; and surely never
was money better employed, for I have, in every case reason to bless God,
and thank my friends for the help, and cheer, and SUCCOill' thus brought
to so many suffering families. So, while I have to feel much sorrowful
sympathy with my poor friends, I have also the very great and substantial
happiness of sending rays of sunlight into their clouded lives.

In spite of the space we have already occupied. we cannot deny
ourselves or our readers the privilege of the annexed facts :-LIVERY FOR THE KING'S SERVANTs,-The year has been remarkable
for the extraordinary quantity of clothing sent for the use of the poor
pastors. I have the names of fifty-five friends, who have in this practical
. way remembered the needs of' the Lord's servants, and this generosity
has kept. sOIlle, _of the inmates of my home in a constant ferment of
delighted activity. We like, as far as possible, to give the things away
as fast as they come in, but lately the supply has been so large, that
there has been want of room for storage, and the question has arisen,
"Shall we have to pull down our barns, and build greater?" Sometimes
the carrier brings large boxes and trunks, containing the entire wardrobe
of a deceased relative of the sender; often it is a carefully-packed papel"
parcel, with daintily-made garments for the little ones, or beautifullyknitted underclothing and socks for both adults and children; and lately
a huge sackful of dresses, jackets, coats, and almost every sort of raiment
-all good and suitable-was delivered at the door.
I wish I had kept count of the number of parcels sent out to the pastors,
but I failed to do this, and therefore cannot fUlIDsh the statistics; but of
the joy that has been realized by these gifts I have abundant testimony,
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and I shall venture to give my readei's two or three glimpses of the
delight with which they are received.
.
A country pastor was visiting his people, one very wet afternoon, and
his clothing being thin and insufficient, he was cold and in great discomfort. He did not complain, there had been so many wet days, and his
garments had so long been shabby, that he took it all as a matter of
.course, and plodded on, intent on his Master's business, though the rain
descended, and the winds blew, and beat upon his ill-protected body.
And what do you think awaited him when, tired and chilled, he reached
his home? There was a nice large parcel of warm clothing which met
his exact need, and the blessed truth was again attested, "Your Father
knoweth what things ye have need of before ye ask Him." This same
pastor has it clever little wife who can make things "look as good as
new," and he tells me, with evident and loving appreciation of her work,
"the garments you send us are all made the very most of, for after I
llave had all the wear I can get out of them, they are cut up for the
boys_ A coat you sent a long time back has just been made into a suit
ior a bright little fellow who is extremely proud of it!" The very touching letter, which tells this and a great deal more, concludes thus,
"Hitherto the Lord hath helped us. The work is not mine, but His, and
so with confidence I look to Him, and know I shall not look in vain.
Anything but His frown, and anything with His smile."
There is one view of Mrs. SPURGEON'S so arduous and self-denying
!aboUl s, that ought by no means to be overlooked. It is the fact of
her being called of God to help tho>oe who are so specially raised up
{lf Him to ratify and confirm His own words, in a ministerial point
{lf view, that, "Not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty,
not many noble, are called: but God hath chosen the foolish things
(If the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak
things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; and
base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God
-chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that
.are: that no flesh should glory in His presence" (1 Cor. i. 26-·29).
We say, in a ministerial point of view; by which we mean to contend
that the insight into divine truth and the delivery of the Gospel
message to poor lost, helpless, and undone sinners, is by no means
ilimited to, or circumscribed by, the University or Collegiate spheres. The
all-wise God has called many among the poor and (humanly speaking)
unlettered, to go forth into His vineyard to proclaim His truth and
publish the glad tidings of Eis great and glorious salvation. At the
same time, by their very IJoverty and varied personal and family
.necessities, He gives them so clear, conclusive, and satisfactory an
insight into His mode of supply-His watchful care-His ceaseless
remembrance, that, in all the fulness of their hearts, they can and
·do go forth, bearing their own personal testimony to what He is and
what He does, as the God of providence, as well as the God of all
~ra.ce. No University course-no College routine-can of themselves
<lupply this personal and practical knowledge. Upon the ground,
.therefore, of LUTHER'S statement that "temptation, meditation, and
prayer" make a minister, these servants of the Most High can and
do, from. time to time, testify, in all the fulness of their hearts, of
what they have "tasted and handled and felt" of His good and
gracious hand; they can with truth affirm, "We speak that we do know,
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and testify that we have seen." And surely, if ever there was a time
when experimental truth and personal knowledge were needed as
testimonies, it is now, for, as a rule, what is the preaching of the
day but a vague, lightsome, flesh-pleasing, creature-complimenting course
of things 1 The old lines are forsaken; new theories are promulgated,
and systems advocated, that supersede the necessity for "denying
self, taking up the cross, and following Jesus." A compromise between
the Church and the world is the idea of the day. Alas, alas for
such delusions! Unless divine mercy interpose, a hapless and irremediable destruction must follow.
By contrast,_ then, how infinitely more satisfactory is the condition
of the man who with his household is daily instructed in a personal
and varied realization of the guidance and guardianship, sustaining
hand and providential care, of Him who neither slumbers nor sleep~,
and who gives such blessed demonstrative proof, that "the earth IS
tbe Lord's, and the fulness thereof," and that He ceaselessly ratifies
His word and verifies His promise, "Thy bread sball be given thee,
_ and tby waters shall be sure." And, moreover, how invaluahle this
insight into His dealings is what is thus afforded the children of these
humble but true servants of God. They thus see and hear things which,
under God, abide with them through all their after.lives, and, in
numberless instances, prove to be that early and practical seed-sowing
that in due time brings forth fruit to the praise of the glory of His grace.

OUR HOME.
How glorious will the morning break, I Among the shining ranks they
stand,
How bright th~ ~rand alTay.
The friends I love the hest;
When all the slumbering saints shall
Safe in their bright and happy land,
wake
In heaven's eternal day!
They find eternal rest.
The wilderness is left behind;
The gloomy Jordan passed;
The poor. the maimed. the halt, the
blind,
Are landed safe at last.

They oft. in such a world as this.
Were tempted to repine;
But now they drink full draughts of
bliss,
And feast on love divine.

Farewell the sad, the long, dark
night!
The captives now are free;
The blaze of heaven's immortal light
Hath made the blind man see.

My soul with joy anticipates
The glad, the rapturous scene:
While faith surveys the golden
gates,
Through mists and clouds 1etween.

Thpir pauper rags are thrown aside;
How changed their aspect now;
Clad in the robe of Him that died,
Before His face they bow.
Wide o'er the bright, the boundless
plains
Of perfect peace and love;
There. in unclouded light He reigns,
With all His saints above.
Scarborough.

The destined hour comes on apace,
When I shall meet you there.
The trophies of redeemin~ grace.
And in your triumph share.
Lord Jesus, let Thy precious love,
Round my poor heart entwine,
Until I Bee Thy face above,
And in Thy likeness shine.

W. S.

ROllINSON.

,.
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PAST, PRESENT, AND TO CQME.
READER, if in July, 1842 (nearly forty-nine years ago), we wrote as
annexed, what shall we say now, with all that we have realized during
that period 1 "Oh, to grace how great a debtor!"
Beloved, think where we ~rd got to. Consider how many years the dear
Lord hath supplied us. Think on the many deliverances He has wrought for
us, the many foes from which He has delivered us, and the many hopes He
has established in our hearts. Consider how far onward we are in the
wilderness; ~nd (blessed be God !) not one step to retrace. Does not the
thought gladden your heart, Rnd cheer your drooping spirit 1 * * * And
there Rre our.aged readers, arriverl at the extremity-on the verge of Jordan,
with Canaan in full view. Think you that He will leave you?
"What, after so much mercy past,
Suffer you to sink at last 1"
Oh, no, no!
Thou wilt be preserved in the way, notwithstanding all
discouragements. If nothing more, there will be bre_d and wRter; that we
have the promise of our God for, and that will be amply sufficient to keep
life in this poor dying frame, until He that shall come will come, and level
this poor, frail, tottering tabernacle. What a blessed downfall it will be; will
it not 1 * * * The fear of death! "All my I fe long," said one, " have I been
the subject of the fear of death, but now it is approaching, it is completely
taken away." "The next time I come this road," said the same delicate and
dying one (being then far gone in consumption), "I shall be in my coffin;
but oh, I have not the least feRr of it." Reader, the more fear in the prospect, the greater calmneos in the reality. Generally the most timid in life,
are the most couraQeous in death. He that has been the Companion across
the wjlderne~s, will surdy be present to escort through the river.

Dear readers, the annexed appeared in these pages twenty years
ago; but it embodies so much of what now constitutes our daily
heartfelt wish and desire, that we cannot forbear reproducing it here,
and that with the fervent hope it may prove "a word in season" to
some of our tried and deeply-exercised readers-:STILLNESS,

BUT

NOT

STOICISM.

"Be still, and know that I am God."-PSALM xlvi. 10.
we often think of the wondrous mercy, as well as the indisputable
reality, involved in the language of the last two lines of the following verses : -

BELOVED,

" Though the shore we hope to land on
Only hy repOIt is known;
Yet we freely all abandon,
Led by that report aloDe :
And with Jesus
Through the trackless deep move on.
"Rendered safe by His protection,
We shall pass t he watery waste;
Trusting to His wise direction,
We shall gain the port at last:
AND WITH WONDER
THINK ON TOILS AND DANGERS PAST."

Ah, yes, that is it. We believe verily that this will be the case, There will
then be, under the /!'racious disclosure and blessed openinl; out by the Holy
Ghost of all the way by which He has led us through the chequered route
of the wilderness, such a sight and sense of the ten thousand marvellous
deliverances and manifold hair·breadth escapfs, of which we had unconsciously
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been the subjects, as will fill our 'souls with' adorin~ wonder, love, and gr:l.ti.
tude. Then, beloved, and not till then, shall we fully see the why and the
wherefore that now exists for" the need be that we should be in manifold
temptations." Then, arid not until then, shall we see how wisely, and how
graciously, and how' lovingly was every crook and every cross ordered and
appointed, guided and controlled by our God, for our present protection and
t:ternal advantage, and His everlasting glory.
We may mention, by way of illustration of this review in eternity of our
present time-state, in its dangers and its difficulties, an incident of which we
remember some years since to have read. There was a certain sailor whose
ship had been wrecked at the base of a high and almost perpendicular cliff.
As far as memory serves us, he was the only one of all the crew who escaped.
He had clambered up the rocky height in the midst of the storm a.nd during
the darknees of the night. When, in the morning, he looked from the cliffbrow upon the giddy height to which he had attained, and the seemingly
trackless path by which he h~d step by step climbed, he was astounded.
Had he foreseen its difficulties and its dangers, he would have given up the
veriest thought of escape, and submitted to his doom. So is it, dear reader,
with the Lord's tried and tempted ones; wisely and lovingly is the futureyea, even the very morrow-with all its varied besetments and entanglements
and ensnarements, hidden from our view; and step by step we journey upward and onward and homeward. Our eyes are for most part-and graciously
and mercifully, too-holden as to a real and comprehensive view of our actual
position. This our Father knows, and He-and He only-sees what our
requirements, and for these (blessed be His name !) He has amply and timely
and tenderly provided. But ah, we, too, shall see by and by; and then,
. whilst, like the poor ship-wrecked sailor, we shall look down upon the path
we have traversed with wonder and amazement, we shall, at the same time,
look up with adoring love and gratitude into the lovely and the loving face
()f Him who has guided us with the skilfulness of His hands, and upheld by
His almighty power. Ah, beloved, if now and then by precious faith we are
()onvinm d that" all is well "-that every burden and care and perplexity and
sorrow is good-yea, {the very best thing for us-oh, how much more then!
Yes, beloved, depend upon it, it will be precisely in accordance with the
testimony just quoted : "And with wonder
Think on toils and dangers past."
Personally, our deep grief is, that we cannot keep this in view now! that
we should so fail to live' and act as though we believed it. We are so half.
hearted! We are such ,. fools, and so slow of heart to believe;" and the
little we do believe we give the lie to by our God-dishonouring doubts, ingratitude, and unbelief. Reader, the Lord is our Witness that this is our
chief source of sorrow from day to day. The want of a more simple, childlike
trust in Him who has been so merciful and so good and so gracious all our
life.long, is to us a continued source of deep, deep regret. Daily our cry is,
.. Lord, increase our faith; Lord, give us more simplicity, and more childlike
reposing upon Thine o'wn adored Self, and vouchsafe more patience, under Thy
chastising and affiictive hand; more acquiescence in Thy Fatherly discipline."
And this, dear reader, brings us back once more to contemplate the people
<Jf Israel and their condition by the Red Sea, as touched upon in our last.
We sought then to prove that their position, although apparently so critical,
was exactly that into which the Lord liad led them; and that, as the is8ue
proved, for the express purpose of showing His interest in them, care over
them, and boundless mercy in ,sustaining and delivering them. And this is
what the Lord ever has in view in all His dealings with His people, in all
times and under all circumstances. There is no wrath, no displeasure, no
indifference on His part; but wisdom and love and mercy prompt Jehovah
i,n all His acts for and on the behalf of His children,
He could not love
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them more, nor could He conduct them more mercifully or graciously. Their
every trial and temptation-their eVery foe and fear -their every difficulty
and danger,are taken into account, and provided for in "the covenant
ordered in all things and sure." We well know how hard 'it h to realize this
under certain trials and affiictions- straits and difficulties; but this does by
no means alter the fact. Each such trial and ev"ry such difficulty are essentially necessary for the bringing about and the opening out the Lord'!! gracious
purposes; and, when the whole is fully developed, then His boundless wisdom
and His Fatherly love and kindness will most assuredly appear, to the perfect
amazement, unbounded rapture, and adoring admiration of eVdY vessel of
mercy. Oh, to feel this now! to act uplJn this belief now! and not to dishonour
our God, as we do, by a cruel misinterpretation of His dealings. We repeat,
dear reader, th'at personally thii constitutes our chief trial day by day. The
inquiry, "Is this thy kindness to thy Friend 1" cuts us to the very heart's
core, as we trace up our very position, with all its numberless mercies, to the
good and gracious hand of our God upon us; and yet, at the same time, are
perpetually calling in question His goodness, mercy, and love, because we
cannot at once comprehend all His words and acts. We talk of living and
walking by faith, as the grand rule in the working out of the great redemption
scheme, and yet we are continuously seeking to live and walk by sight!
Reader, is it not so 1
Beloved, we would have you contemplate the preciousness and the power
of faith, in contrast with mere sight and sense, as presented to us in the case
of Israel, whilst encamping by the Red Sea. As the history stands upon
record, it would seem that Moses answered the murmurings of the people, in
the language of the fullest possible assurance, bPfore he received any direct
word from the Lord as to the precise manner in which He would deliver
Israel. This was faith, and most God-glorifying fai h, too. And we contend
'that it is unspeakably blessed when the Lord is p'eased to give His dear
children a simple, childlike venturing and depending upon His own sweet
home·and-heart-aealed word, without the exact time and mode of deliverance
being likewise given. Now observe: "And Moses said unto the people, Fear
ye not, stand stIll, and see the salvation of the Lord, which He will show to
you to.day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to.day, ye shall see them
again no more for ever. The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your
peace" (Exod, xiv. 13, 14). It was after he had given thi8 counsel, and not
until thtn, we read of Moses so earnestly and ardently importuning the
Lord: "And the Lord said unto Moses, Wherefore criest: thou unto Me 1
speak unto the childlen of Israel, that they go forward: but lift thou up thy
rod, and stretch out thine hand over the sea, and divide it : and the children
('f Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of the sea, And I, behold,
I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and they shall follow them: and I
will get me honour up"n Pharaoh, aud upon all his host, upon his chariots,
and upon his horsemen. And the Egyptians shall knoW' that I am the Lord,
when I have got ten me honour upon Pharaoh, upon- his chariots, and upon
his horsemen" (Ex"d. xiv. 15-18).
Ah, ae"r reader, do you know what it, is, as it were, to commit yourself,
under certain circ'lmstances, to your poor fellow.men, when there has been
previously a blessed sealing. home power upon the soul 1 Under the weight
and the savour of some heart-spoken promise, you have, in spite of previous
resolutioDs and cautions, and so-called prudent influences, declared, in the
hearing of your fellow-creatures, a Certain belief and a certain conviction,
just as Moses here did. But, as with him, so with you, there has been no
change-no alteration-not the veriest appearance of succou~, relief, or
deliveranc.... The cloud darkens ; the storm gathers; the winds roar; the sea
- beats; and it seems as though the poor frail barque must founder. "Where
is thy God now 1" "Oh, why was I so foolish to speak in the terms I did 1
Why ll{lthave waited and 'I'Iatched 1 - Why 'not have, let results proved 1 'Why
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be beforehand with God 1 Why forestal His providence 1" Ab, this is all
carnal reasonin~! So might the man of the world-the man of sight and
sense and reason-have spoken to Moses. But no, under the precious power
of faith he was to speak; and, in the entire absence of .. fleshly view of
matters, was to testify of his confidence in God, and of his belief in His
power and willingness to defend and to deliver, whilst he at the same time
knew not how or when that deliverance was to be effected.
You see one of these self-same faith's cri.ical yet blessed junctures in the
prophet Elijah's history. "Get thee up, eat and drink," said he to Ahab,
.. for there is a sound of abundance of rain." What outw>trd evidence or
sign of this was there 1 None whatever. It was only in the sweet apprehension of faith, and that faith grounded upon the Lord'd gracious assurance,
"Go, show thyself unto Ahab, and I will send rain up"n the earth." So to
speak, the prophet had done his part; he had "shown himself unto Ahab;"
it was now for the Lord to do His, namely, to .. send rain upon the earth."
In the full conviction that the Lord would be true to His word, the prophet
spake. But, mark, dear reader, the soul-travail into which the very declaration of this faith's conviction threw the prophet. Ah, remember there is no
conquest without previous conflict-no triumph without travail. The very
idea is contradictory. ConsidH for a moment the prophet's position, and how
much was involved in it; the marvellous scenes which had just been enacted:
and now, in the face of a three years' drought, Elijah-in and of himself a
mere finite creature-standing forth, in thll presence of a wicked king and
his attendants, and declaring that there should be rain! What, if there had
been none 1 What, if the prophet's words had been a mere childish notionthe wish the father to the thought 1 What a triumph would such a failure
have been to the enemy! Still, as previously intimated, the declaration subjected the prophet to heart-travail-h"ly importunity-ardent wrestling of
soul: this is what he was called to when we read ()f his going up to the top
of Carmel, where "he cast himself down upon the earth, and put his face
between his knees." It was here, under these extrernely-cri.ical circumstances,
and when, withdrawn from every human eye, and having told his s"rvant (in
part, that he might be the less interrupted and the mord alone) to go and
"look toward the sea," he pouren. out his soul before the Lord, and plied
the throne of grace with argument upon argument and pI, a upon plea. In a
few words the Apo~tle James summed up these glorious veri ties : "Elias was
a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it
might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years
and six months. And he prayed again, and the heaven ga\-e rain, and the
earth brought forth her frUit" (Jas. v. 17, 18). Reader, do you know anything personally of this b1e~sed experience-this" going in before the King,"
resolved ., if you perish to perish" there, and there only-namely, as a poor
penitential suppliant at the mercy-seat 1
Now, both in the case of Mos.s and Elijah, there was, as we have attempted
to show, the acting of faith, and precious faith, too; faith th~t brought honour
to its Divine Author, and a faith which should I.ad Israel then, but more
especially afterwards, to contemplate its natu'e and blessed effects. It was,
moreover, an example of the principles aud operations of faith which was
intended of God to be handed down to every after age and generation.
Further, we would remark, that, as n.ith..r Moses' nor Elijah'd faith. was
put to shame, but so blessedly confirmed and .stabli5hed that they had no
reason whatever to regret the confident terms in which they had expressed
themselves, before there was even the slightest appearance of rescue or deliverance; so neither does the L,rd allow any of His children to be put to shame
or confusion with respect to any simple language of childlike trust or confidence in which they had humbly (but not in a fleshly or presumptuous way)
'expressed themselves.
St. Luke's, Bedminster, Good Friday, 1871.
THE EDITOR.
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AN OLD PILGRIM OF NINETY-NINE YEARS.
(8ee Portrait.)

I HAD long heard of this dear aged one, but never until last evening
had a personal interview with him. It was about half-past six when
I called. I scarcely, therefore, expected to see him at that hour,
thinking it most likely he would have retired for the night. I was
agreeably, however, surprised; for, upon inquiring for him, I was at
once introduced to him. He occupied a suite of rooms upon the
ground-floor, looking out upon the wide-spread Southsea Common.
He was seated, quite erect, in his easy chair, with a rosy, healthful
countenance, an-d a sweet, heavenly smile. There was such an entire
absence of the decay usually attendant upon so vastly-advanced years,
that, but for knowing to the contrary, I should not have supposed
the dear friend to have been nearly so old. As I shook him by the hand,
he greeted me with a most loving smile, and my deep regret is, that
I cannot remember, so as to record, his precise words. They were so
weighty, and so much to the purpose, that I would gladly note them
down, exactly as spoken, did my memory serve for that purpose. I
felt it to be such a personal witnessing for God and truth, that,
speaking to the aged one's devoted attendant, upon leaving, as to the
privileged interview I had had, I said how much I wished I could
have noted down what passed.
I will endeavour, however, to recall the substance. He said he was
born in the Isle of Wight, at W ootton, a few miles from Yarmouth,
where my own dear father first drew breath, some thirty-eight years
before him. He so felt his lost condition as a sinner, that he said,
"he wished he had never been born," until Christ was afterwards
revealed to him as the Way-the only Way of salvation. When such
revelation was made, he rejoiced in it, and was perfectly satisfied
therewith. I wished, as he spoke, that the sceptics, and the wavering
and the undecided, could hear the terms in which he spoke of the
Person and the finished work of Jesus! In fact, his tone-his
manner-his whole bearing, was one of the most practical expressions
of divine contentment I ever witnessed. He reminded me most
vividly of good old Simeon, "waiting for the consolation of Israel,"
and "the Holy Ghost was upon him." With the calmest serenity
and the most peaceful of attitudes, he appeared to be abiding his
summons, so that in immediate response he might exclaim, "Lord,
now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy word,
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation." I dare not deny that I
envied him, for, by contrast, I felt as the Apostle expresses it,
"bound in the spirit, not knowing the things that should befall me,"
but burdened with the idea that "bonds and afflictions abide me."
In bending the knee by the side of my so venerable friend, I think
I must have felt somewhat as Elisha did, when taking his last walk
and holding his final converse with his loved and revered Elijah.
Touching moments those! Well might he cry, "My father! my father!
the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof." There is something
peculiarly sacred in the parting of pilgrims by the side of Jordan,
especially when the wear and tear of the wilderness has left little
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els~ but. weakness and frailty and infirmity.

Such can indeed sympa-

thIze wIth the poet, when he said-

" On Jordan's stormy banks I stand,
And cast a wistful eye
To Canaan's fair and happy land,
Where my possessions lie."
And I think I felt it the 'more, in consequence of the present aspect of
the times in general, and of the professing Church in particular. With
respect to the latter, the so-called religious world, the mind of my
venerable friepd was evidently deeply impressed. It was clear that he
saw through the subtleties, the superstitions, and the superficial nature
of the present day's religious profession. His few remarks left upon
my mind the impression that he felt such profession would not stand
the testing and trying ordeal to which all genuine and God-begotten,
and divinely-bestowed faith must be subjected. Hence, in leaving my
dear aged friend in his waiting and willing posture, looking for his
summons upward and homeward, I, by contrast, was going forth afresh
into the battle-field, feeling in some very humble measure and degree,
what the Apostle spoke of as the "' care of all the Churches." Under
"heaviness of heart," and the breaking up of the poor feeble frame, one
feels but little able to grapple with the numberless refuges of lies and
the varied subtleties and delusions that so characterize the times in
which we live. Hence one' needs the special assurance of continued
help and renewed supply of all needed wisdom, grace, and strength,
in order to cope with daily and ever-recurring requirements.
From the married daughter with whom the aged father resides, I
subsequp.ntly learned her venerable father had lately had a dream, in
which all the surroundings were carried away by a flood; but he was
standing under shelter of a rock, and a voice seemed to say to him,
"Don't move, but cling to the rock." . His comment upon the voice
was, "I had the Rock; that is my only hope and security." At another
time he said, "I may pass away in my sleep, but it will be all
.
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me with a bright smile, he said, he felt
here, but he wished to abide the Lord's time. My reply was, "I have
been thinking, on your behalf, of that Scripture, I All the days of my
appointed time will I wait until my change come.'" He said, "I feel
very weak." "Yes, but what a mercy that He says, I He will give
power to the faint, and to them that have no might He will increase
strength.' And how' we see it fulfilled, for over against some of the
greatest triumphs of faith, see the weakness and helplessness of the
creature. Take Elijah, for example, how after that wondrous display in
regard to the offering of the burnt sacrifices, the slaying of the false
prophets, his assurance of abundance of rain, and his running before
Ahab's chariot to the entrance of J ezreel, how he fainted and feared at
the 'threatenings of a mere woman." When I reminded him of her
threat, and giving notice of what she intended to do, rather than
setting at once about accomplishing her purpose, how the dear old
pilgrim smiled, as I reminded him that thus Satan outwitted himself.
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He aeemed thus to glory in the enemy's defeat, and equally admired the
Lord's gentleness and consideration, in the way that He dealt with His
poor- peevish servant; not yielding to his request that he might die, but
putting him to sleep, then sending an angel even a second time with·
food; telling him that the journey was too great for him, and then
enabling him to go in the strength of that meat for forty days. The
dear aged one seemed to revel in the fact, that it was the "still sman
voice" that roused the prophet, and prompted him to answer tbe
inquiry, "What doest tbou here, Elijah ~" rather than tbe strong wind,.
the earthquake, or the fire. J onab, too, and the Lord's patience and
forbearance, ~ere spoken of, as well as the Lord's having given such
a proof of His long-suffering in His dealing with literal Israel. How
He bore with their ingratitude and rebellion, after all His marvellous
deliverances. The dear old saint at once referred to the wondrous
scene at the Red Sea, so soon followed by Israel's murmurings. Again,
when speaking of the Lord's all-sufficiency, and the supply of daily
strength for daily needs, and reminding him that he had realized it
through his long life, I asked, "Have you any fault to find with
Him ~" This is a question I love to put to old pilgrims. How emphatic was bis answer, "No!" I wanted to hear him talk, but I was
afraid to tax the dear aged one, especially as my deafness renders
necessary additional effort upon the part of the speaker. After prayer,
I said, ,. Could you hear ~ " "Yes," was his reply, "and respond, too."
Thus ended our second interview. Whether we shall ever again meet
in this world is known alone unto the Lord; but I trust ere long we
shall meet" where the inhabitant never says, I am sick, and the people
who dwell tberein shall be forgiven their iniquity."

REPENTANCE AND PARDON.
IN that interesting, instructive, and well-conducted journal, The News,
(a 'weekly penny paper), under the above heading, the editor (the Rev.
CHARLES BULLOCK), writes a striking and truthful article. It so
harmonizes with the views of the late Mr. JOSEPH HART, who thus
expresses himself upon the matter of repentance" Repentance is a gift bestowed,
" Nor is it such a dismal thing,
To save a soul from death;
As 'tis by some men named;
Gospel repentance towards God
A sinner may repent and sing,
Is always joined to faith.
Rejoice and be ashamed.
" Not for an hour, a day, a week,
Do saints repentance own ;
But all the time the Lord they seek
At sin they grieve and groan.

" 'Tis not the fear of hell alone,
For that may prove extreme:
Repenting saints the Saviour own.
And grieve for grieving Him."

The pardon of sin (says Mr. BULLOCK) is not the reward of merithuman effort to amend: or the result of discipline-suffering making us
feel the consequences of sin: brit simply the act of God's mercy, mercy
for Mercy's sake.
Grace meets every fear with a "Fear not!" Grace tells us all things
are for us-an Almighty - Father, an Almighty Saviour, an Almighty
Spirit! Cleaving to the Oross of Ohrist, the sinner looks to the mercy-
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seat; and Mercy descends to meet him, with the gracious words upon
her lips, "Aa many as received Him, to them gave He power "-right,
privilege-" to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on HiB
Name" (John i. 12), "Beloved. now are we the sons of God."
"The Sons of God!" This is the privilege of the pardoned penitent,
who pleads for" Mercy for Mercy's sake." Is it not a marvel of Grace?
When the Danish missionaries in India were translating a Catechism.
with some of the converted natives by their side. they came to a part
where it was spoken of as the privilege of Christians to be made the
"sons of God." One of the natives. startled at so bold a saying, as he
thought it, exclaimed earnestly, "It is too much-let us rather translate
it, 'They shall be permitted to kiss Ris feet.''' Truly it is wonderful.
Angels may wen desire to look into these things. But not more wonderful than true! The parent, who has been injured and grieved by an
-erring child, finds no difficulty, no hindrance, to prevent a full and free
pardon and restoration of his penitent offspring to his affections. He
Il'ejoices to make it known. So. if we draw near the mercy-seat of our
heavenly Father, all things will plead for us. If, with a lively faith in
Christ's merits, we ask for .. Mercy for Mercy's sake," a witness we
.cannot doubt, the witness of the Spirit of God, "bearing witness with
our spirits that we are the childnn of God," will assure us our sins
which are many are all forgiven: and, in realizing this assurance, love
will be kindled whilst repentance will be deepened.
BUNYAN tells of his Pilgrim, when he lost his burden at the Cross:"He looked and looked again, even till the springs that were in his
head sent the waters down his cheeks." This is Repentance: tears of
joy :-" as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing j "-the spirit filled with pleasing grief and mournful joy. Repentance itself becomes a privilege. It
is a holy sorrow: and since holiness is another word for happiness, it is
a holy joy. It is a holy sorrow, because the sin we lament and condemn
has been our own. It is a holy joy, because the sin has been pardoned.
We were greatly struck with the annexed statement, and we see
great beauty and a supernatural blessedness in it.
"I shall not live long in the world," said an aged saint of God, "and
I am preparing to bid adieu to many things I like, and to many persons
whom I love: but there is one thing to which I must bid adieu in the
world, to which my heart clings, and to part with it will cause me as
deep, perhaps a deeper sorrow, than anything else I can experience:
and that is, to bid an eternal adieu to sweet and blessed Penitence!"
Reader, we believe that there is a divine secret involved in the foregoing statement of the aged saint. The Lord J ehovah may, and (blessed
be His name !) He does, forgive His children, and that in a way worthy
~f Himself, as "merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abundant
in loving-kindness and truth"; nevertheless, they can never fOTgive
,themselves; and we believe it to be among their richest mercies and
highest privileges, to crouch at His blessed feet, or recline upon the
bosom of a precious Christ, and tell out in plaintive tones and tears
their personal disgust with themselves, on the one hand, and their
adoring wonder, on the other, at His forgiving love, His amazing goodness, His pitying mercy, His marvellous forbearance and long-suffering,
in connection with their so great load of guilt and condemnation, and
their after so constant waywardness, forgetfulness, ingratitude, distrust,
and rebellion. Herein is a perpetual theme-a ceaseless reason and
never-failing ground for the deepest humility and godly sorrow
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and repentance at the mercy-seat! And we believe, the closer and the
more frequent the access thereunto, the more deeply sensible and the
more fervent and vital the heart-ilorrow, and the keener the confession
and acknowledgment. It was a striking fact that fell from the lips,
or rather from the pen, of the God-honoured but man-despised
WILLIAlII HUNTINGTON, that, in spite of the realization of his sonship
and the ceaseless favours he had so long received at the hand of
God, be bad scarcely known for twenty years what it was to go dryeyed to the throne of grace. Reader, do you know anything of this 1

CALLED HOME!
THE annexed newspaper-cutting apprizes us of the so sudden and unexpected removal of one cf the inmates of the Hornsey Asylum of the
Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society. How simple and (in all probability)
painless the end of that aged one. How little did she suspect she
bad entered upon her last night in the time-state-that, when falling
asleep, she was never to awake again in her poor frail body. It is
more than likely she had been, in common with thousands, the subject
of manifold fears and misgivings as to how it would be with her at
the last; and yet how simple and how free from all that was anxious
or forbidding or repulsive, when at length it came. And how frequently
is this the case with the dear members of the one household of faith.
Subject to bondage, through the fear of death, all their life long, as
they may have been, yet, when it comes, how fearless-how placidhow perfectly unmoved are they. They prove the so dreaded death
to be nothing more or less than a simple "falling asleep" upon the
bosom of Jesus. Their precious faith's glimpse of Him-the present
realization of all He had been to them and for them-the re-assurance
then and there of His repeated promises to be with them "even to
the end "-suffice to remove the very shadow of a shade of fear or
dread; and, whether expressed or otherwise, their practical utterance
is, "Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according
to Thy Word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation."
Reader, if Jesus be thine only hope, thine only refuge, thine all in
all, in spite of all thy present doubts, fears, and misgivings, thou
shalt most assutedly realize His presence-His power-His all-sufficiency
at the last-in the flood or the flame-as thou hast proved Him to
be "mighty to save" and "able to deliver" amid all the travail, turmoil, and tribulation of the wilderness.
But here is the announcement before namedSUDDEN DEATH OF AN AGED PILGRIM.
On Saturday, at the Islington Coroner's Court, Dr. WYNN WESTCOTT
held an inquest on the body of ELIZABETH FOSTER, aged eighty-three,
an inmate, of the Aged Pilgrims' Asylum, Hornsey Rise.
ALFRED FOSTER, of :.n, Andover Road, a dealer, said that the deceased
was his mother, and had been an inmate of the Aged Pilgrims' Asylum
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bet,ween two and three years. She was the widow of JOHN THOMAS
FOSTER, who was an accountant. He last saw her alive about a week
previous to her death, which occurred on Thursday. She did not appear
to be ill when he last saw her, but was natmally infirm on account of
her age.
MARGARET FOSTER, wife of the last witness, deposed that she called at
the asylum every day. She last saw the deceased alive on Wednesday,
about one o'clock. She was very feeble. When witness called on Thurs. day morning, she found deceased in an easy chair. She was dead, and
had apparently died in her sleep.
Dr. GEORGE WILLIS, of Luke House, Hornsey Rise, medical officer to
the asylum, deposed that he was called in on Thursday morning, and found
the deceased dead. She had not been to bed, and had apparently fallen
asleep in her chair. The fire going out, she had become cold, and syncope
supervened.
The jury returned a verdict of "Death from natural causes."
THE LAST SWEET SLEEP.
WE received a letter, a few days since, and, at the close, as is too frequently the case, there was a request that it should not be published.
We regretted this, because, as we have often mentally exdaimed"Why should the wonders God hath wrought
Be lost in silence and forgot P"
However, in order that the Lord should be glorified, and some of His
doubting and fearing ones be cheered and encouraged, we will, in spite
of the request for non-publication, at least quote the annexed grateful facts.
In a letter addressed from the North, under date February 18th, 1891,
the writer says:I hoped to have written before this, but for many months last year we had
great trouble; and now, or at least the end of December, we had additional
and greater trouble. God has taken home our dear, our gentle, praying
mother. We cannot realize it yet that she is gone from us, never more to
return; it is a blank in om home which never can be filled. For her, we
can feel assured, all is well, and we know that our loss is her eternal gain.
Our precious mother was just about your age; she would have been eighty
had she lived till June. She has long been patiently waiting her summons
home, and yet she has always had many fears, both spiritual and natural.
She used often to repeat the hymn 938 in GADSBY'S selection, commencing,
"When Thou, my righteous Judge, shalt come;" in that way, we have
thought she has been tried so much like you, for in yam' writings you have
often spoken of having many fears. We might say she was, "through fear
of death, subject to bondage," but (and it is an unspeakable comfort to us)
she died most gently and peacefully, without a struggle or even a sigh.
She seemed to just breathe herself away.
I felt I should like [adds the writer] to tell yon of another instance where
God can and does take away all fear. My mother looked so happy, and we
felt the everlasting arms were underneath and around her.
Thus, dear reader, is the Lord adding one by one to the "great cloud
of witnesses," in support of the truth of His Word, as to His divine
faithfulness and all-sufficiency. How amazed we are, when we look back,
and think of the number that have died in the faith, and been" brought
off more than conquerors through Him that hath loved them," as testified
of even in these pages, since our connection wit·h them.

007

The Gospel Magazz"ne.

ir.ohsfanf

~tat.on.

THE PRESENT TIMES.
WE quote the annexed paragraphs from that honest, outspoken work,
The British Protestant, for April. In reference to the recent act of
the Bishop of Gloucester and Bristol, in conferring an honorary canonry
upon the notorious Ritualist, the Rev. R. W. RANDALL, we can ouly account
for such strange inconsistency, in thus ignoring his so long previous
<course against Mr. RA~DALL, upon the ground of the influence brought to
bear upon.him, in certain quarters where the sympathies lie in the same
direction. It is astonishing, however, that the Bishop does not see, in
spite of such ill.advisers, that he is nullifying his own plain and most
forcible foreshowings, namely, that the grave of the Church of England
is being dug! With such a marked and but too true a prophecy, how
is it that the Bishop does not see that he, by his own so mistaken
acts, is finding both men and material for digging the said grave 1
EXTRACTS.
The committal to prison for fourteen days of the Rev. R. C. HALLOWES
and his Curate for preaching the Gospel in the open au' at Arklow will,
we earnestly hope, serve, by the blessing of God, to open the eyes of
many sleepy Protestants, both in England and Ireland, to the persecuting
sph-it of the Papal priesthood. The priests at Arklow have shown theu'
hand. Rome's hatred of the Gospel of the grace of God is as bitter and
1'elentless to-day as it was three hundred years ago, when she possessed the
ecclesiastical and political power to burn ministers of Christ at the stake,
and to torture God's saints in the prisons of the satanic Inquisition.
We have reason to believe that the two faithful ambassadors of Christ
who, at the pleasure of the priests at Arklow, were lately cast into prison,
fully intend, now they have gained their freedom, to return to the blessed
work the Master has appointed them to do in His holy Name. We ask
the fervent prayers of God's people for them. We also again urge our
readers to resist the encroachments of the Papal priesthood in every
practical form. For Christ's sake, and in the interests of precious souls,
every true Christian ought to further the work of not only Protestant
defence, but Protestant aggression also.
Various indications, coming from different Dioceses, point to the con·
clusion that the Bishops, and amongst them some of the less Ritualistic,
are adopting a 'Policy of vexatious interference and ?'epnssion towa?'ds their
Evangeiical and Protestant clergy. The case of the Rev. THOMAS DAVIS,
Vicar of Harborne, whom his lordship of Lichfield has so harshly treated,
is happily now laid bare to the whole world, and faithful Mr. DAVIS
is, we are glad to know, receiving the hearty sympathy of many right.
minded Christian people. The conduct of the Bishop of Exeter towards
the Rev. Mr. MARRIOTT, whose crime in the Episcopal eyes was, that,
feeling conscientiously unable to worship God where error was being taught
by one of his lordship's clergy, he preferred to hear the Gospel preached
by a Nonconformist, and therefore attended, on a few occasions, a Dis.
senting place of worship! And now, as our leader this month informs the
public, we om'selves are being subjected to a triangular attack on the part
of two Bishops and a Ritualistic Vica7'-om' transgression being that we
have accepted an invitation from a loyal member of the Protestant Chm'ch
of England to deliver a lectm'e in a suitable room in a parish where the
Confessional is stated to be connected with the parish Church, where
CARTER'S notol'ious (h~ide to Heaven is circulated, where lighted mass·
X
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candles are used at the Lord's Supper, and the usual high sacramental
teaching of the Sacerdotalists is enforced. We are engaged, while going
to press, in a correspondence with the two Prelates, and, sho?·t of an
INHIBITION-the legal value of which would, of COUl'se, be open to challenge-we shall, by God's grace, seek to maintain to the full the rights of
free speech and the liberty of conscience, which are so sacred a trust,
that we dare not sacrifice, or tamper with them at the bidding of anyone
in Christendom. We ask our readers' prayers.
The Bishop of Gloucester and Bristol, who, for some twenty years persistently ignored the "mass-house" at Clifton, known as "All Saints" (l)
has, for reasons sufficient in his Lordship's judgment, finally surrendered
himself to the Rev. R. W. RANDALL, the Vicar! After rigidly refusing to
license a cmate for the church, and after abstaining from holding confirmation in the notoriously Ritualistic building, a policy of total reversal
has now been adopted by Dr. ELLICOTT. Cmates are readily licensed.
Confirmations are now annually held at " .All Saints." And last month his
Lordship saw his way to select out of the entire number of his diocesan
clergy the erstwhile-proscribed Mr. RANDALL to be the recipient of the distinction of an honorary canom'y in Bristol Cathedral. Wherefore?

ATTEMPTED EPISOOPAL SUPPRESSION OF FREE
SPEEOH.
WITHOUT any feeling of resentment, and in no way desiring to claim a
victory at the expense of the honour and deference due to the office of a
Bishop, we find omselves in duty bound to record our protest against an
attempt now being made by two occupants of the Episcopal bench to
silence the free utterance of Evangelical and Protestant convictions.
As we oUl'selves are personally concerned in the grievance, we abstain
from naming, at present, these two English Bishops who, at the request
of an advanced Ritualistic Vicar in the south of England, are putting
severe private preSSUl'e upon us to hinder the exercise of Oul' indisputable
right to speak publicly on an ecclesiastical subject, unless by the pt?'1nission
of the said Ritualistic clergyman, as Vicar of the parish.
The late Bishop of Worcester distinctly laid down the law on this
question, and we have ever since acted upon it. A copy of his Lordship's
dictum lies before us. It runs :-" I have no hesitation in expressing my
opinion, that a lecturer or speaker at a public meeting need not ask the
consent of the Incumbent of the parish, if he is going to lectme or speak
on religious questions. . . . . F?'ee speech on religious and ecclesiastical
matters at a public meeting is, in my opinion, ALTOGETHER BEYOND THE
CONTROL OF THE CLERGY OF THE PLACE. I hold it to be altogether
~tnnecessa1'y to ask the consent of the Rector of a parish for a public
meeting in aid of the objects of the Church Association or the English
Church Union, or any other Society.-H. WORCESTER, July 21,1879."
Upon that dictum we have publicly acted for many years. The two
Bishops who are now privately urging us to cancel an engagement with
a Christian lady who has provided us with a suitable room for the purposes of a Protestant lecture, must be aware that we are strictly within
our citizen rights when we decide to fulfil our engagement, and for the
sake of God's truth and om blood-bought English liberties, to take any
personal consequences that may ensue. To surrender at the dictatiun of
the Ritualistic priesthood would be to dishonour the name of Christ. and
to help forward the final subjugation and destruction of all we have been
accustomed to hold sacred and dear. We propose to retu:m to the subject
next month, when we may perhaps find it to be necessary to give the
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public full pa.rticulars of this latest display of priestly al'l'ogance.-The
British Protestant.
[We ask the prayers of our readers on our dear brother'" behalf,
and pray that the Lurd may strengthen and uphold him in his defence
of God and truth, that he may set his face as a flint against all that
oppose, and who are in the leastwise lending themselves to the superficial, accommodating spirit of the age in which our lot is cast. Let
men speak out, for it is " now or never!" It will be too late to remonstrate when our glorious liberties have been sacrificed by a wretched
and miserable expediency.-ED.]

BISHOPS.

'VE can only account for their so strange contradiction and grave inconsistency, upon one principle, and that is their surroundings! In a
wide-spread and thickly-populated diocese, it is impossible for them to
have a thorough personal knowledge of all the details of the working
of the numerous parishes nominally under their oversight. For these
details they are mostly dependent upon the replies given to the various
and very special inquiries submitted in the annual application to each
clergyman throughout their dioceses; these inql1iries are as definite and
inquisitorial as possible. No matter of importance is omitted, and
upon the presumed honest answers by the Incumbents to these so
~pecial questions, the Diocesan grounds his knowledge of the work
carried on in remote or other spheres, as the case may be. The condition as to prosperity of a parish is based, in the judgment of the Bishop,
for most part on the number of candidates presented for confirmation,
or the number of communicants at the Lord's Supper. The great object,
therefore, of High Churchmen or Ritualists is to present as large a return
as possible, in this twofold respect. The solemn character lawfully
entitling to candidature, either in the one case or the other, is by no
means regarded. Perpetual proofs have been forthcoming as to the
total absence of vitality in both particnlars. On the part of the
younger branches, the feature indicating thtlse has been a lamentable want of thoughtfulness and Scriptural knowledge. Upon the part of
the communicants, there has been the mere assumption of devotion for
the time being; but, when the occasion has passed, and the sacrament
administered, there has been a most reprehensible return to all tbe
gaiety and frivolity of the world, from which for a. time there had
been a temporary and mere-pretentious severance.
But, in co-existence with this state of things, the Bishops have their
more immediate surroundings. These consist of certain Church dignitaries. Many of them are mere sycophants. They have a fulsomeness
and a plausibility which would disgust men in ordinary life. Well do
such men know how to fawn and flatter; and, by such means, Bishops
(who are but men, in common with others) are oftentimes most disastrously misled in regard to their appointments. They have sought
information through certain prejudiced channels; and hence men have
been placed in positions for which they were in no wisll adapted.
Partiality has been attended with a pitiable penalty, even the sacrifice
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of spiritual prosperity and a Scriptural success. If certain advice has
been given, in regard to appointments, the propriety of which would
most probably be questioned, the advisers would shelter themselves under
the idea that they would escape the odium, inasmuch as the responsibility
would devolve upon the Diocesan. Thus are Bishops victimized by their
more immediate surroundings; and to this fact may largely be ascribed
the present critical and greatly endangered condition of the Church of
England.
vVe have not spent four-and-forty years in the Church, without havin~
been the eytl·witness of the facts of which we have spoken. We could
quote example upon example in proof of our statements. We repeat,
that the Bishops have been ill-advised. They have relied upon unreliable
sources. \Ve repeat., moreover, that their advisers are well aware upon
whom the responsibility of certain appointments will be laid-not upon
themselves, but upon their Diocesans; and, therefore, they counsel, either
in a spirit of antagonism to the one party or attachment to the other.
As to Evangelicalism, it requires little evidence to prove that there is a
far stronger feeling, both on the part of the Bishops (with few exceptions)
and their ill-advisers, in favour of Sacerdotalism. The Church-the
Church-is their idol-the Church, in its mere external and nominal
basis, but not in its vital object and Scriptural character.
Whilst, however, we thus wlite upon what may be deemed the abuses
and misworking of the Establishment. we are bound, in common honesty,
to testify, that we are deeply attached to her principles; and the longer
we were permitted to labour within her pale, the more we valued and
the more we rejoiced in the freedom, the liberty, the non-interference
we had so long and so uninterruptedly experienced. vVhere could an
example be forthcoming of a minister labouring in simply two spheres
for four-and·forty years among Nonconformists, with the freedom and
the co-operation we have personally enjoyed, during that lengthened
period ~ Such cases, we contend, are extremely rare. The Church of
England is by no means perfect. No human system is. With all their
imperfections, all human systems are more or less idolized. Were there
no flaws nor failures, what, then, would be the result 1
Passing away, as at our advanced age we feel we must be, we
cannot but testify, as already expressed, of the liberty we have
experienced in our sphere of labour. Never have we had the semblance
of cause for regret in the choice of that sphere. On the contrary,
there has been abundant proof and evidence that it was appointed
for us by an all-wise and ever-gracious God! With the men that
have treacherously made their way into the Establishment, or have
become betrayers or traitors in the same, we have nothing to do. T<>
their own Master they stand or fall. As for those who have withdrawn
from the pale of the Church of England, nominally on account of her
abuses or betrayers, and have sought to labour in other spheres, let
them wait for a season; and, if they do not discover they have withdrawn from one source of trial only to combat with another, we are
greatly mistaken. If spared, let such men be questioned-say, five
years hence-as to their then views of their changed course. We will
venture to express, on their behalf, not only their regret, but likewise,
at the same time, to declaro that they have beell most painfully
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familiarized with a dictating-a fault-finding-an interference and a
dissatisfaction to which they were previously comparative strangers.
Such, we will venture to affirm, would be quite ready to endorse the
statement of that champion for God and truth, the late Rev. WILLIA1l1
PARKS, Rector of Openshaw, Manchester. "Talk," said he, "of Bishops,
you have one in the corner of every square pew."
One of our oldest, most experienced, and deepest-taught correspondents thus writes upon the subject of secession from the Church
at the present time and under existing circumstances:I am no conventual Dissenter, but I am sure that to stay in the Church
of England now as an "Articles" man, and just following where the
Prayer Book leads, will prove a rallying point for the childl'en of Godscattered, but who are still left in her; and if they leave her for Dissent,
will find neither truth nor sympathy amongst them, who are not a whit
better, holier, or wiser than the Church of England is at the present
time.
PLAINNESS OF SPEECH IN A COMPROMISING AGE, AND
IN DAYS OF EXPEDIENCY.

English ChuTChman for March 5, contains a report, by their own
Correspondent, of a Sermon preached at Christ Church, Gipsy Hill, by
the Vicar, the Rev. R. ALLEN. His text was froUl Luke xi. 24, 25,
" When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man," &c.
Had we space, we would gladly reproduce the whole report. vVe must
be content, however, with the annexed extracts:After showing from the parallel passage in Matthew, that our Lord's own
application of the parable was to the Jewish Church and people, Mr. ALLEN
proceeded to apply it to ourselves, as a Church and as individuals, in the
following terms:
.. If God spared not the natural branches [the J ewish Church], take heed
lest He also spare not thee." A warning, I say, to Churches! And, without
going further afield, one may well ask whether the warning does not appeal
impressively to ourselves, to the Church of England? When recalling the
sad story of Jewish unfaithfulness, I cannot but think of our own land, and
our own Church, through God's mercy, snatched at the Reformation as a
brand from the fire. I think of the repeated and signal interpositions of
God: .first, in the time of Edward VI. and Elizabeth, then in the days of the
Second J ames, for our national deliverance from the yoke of Rome, and
yet again in the Gospel Revival of a century ago, through which it pleased
Him, after the Restoration, to lift us out of the dead formalism and unbelief
which well-nigh crushed the very life out of the Church.
And now, in view of what is going forward among us and around us,
is there not a grave danger of om' falling again from the grace of God into
the very state, or a state approximating to it, from which we had been
rescued? Does it not seem as if the Church were being drawn again by
the miasma of a subtle infection, under the power of the very delusions
we had abandoned? As if the spells of the evil spirit which had been
ejected were again working with sevenfold activity in the midst of us?
We are hearing a good deal just now of the Lincoln Judgment, but
what is the principle underlying it? What is the foundation on which
that judgment rests, a judgment happily not yet final ? Not the
Reformation settlement, but the Rome-saturated medhevalism which the
Reformers repudiated! Not the prayer·book, which the judgment of the
THE
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superior Oourt has uniformly affirmed to be the statute law of the
Ohurch, and has uniformly interpreted in a Protestant sense; not the
Holy Scripture, which is the Supreme OOUl't of Appeal as to doctrine.
Not these are the authority on which that judgment rests, but a so-called
Oatholic teaching and ritual, which can only be described as, in its spirit,
only just falling short of Papal doctrine and Papal practice. This
dalliance with the sorceress, who knows so well how to cast over men her
enchantments, and to seduce them from the faith by the glamour of her
false pretensions and meretricious attractions; this hankering of clergy
and congregations after modes of thought and worship and speech,
which are but a poor and paltry imitation of Rome; this tampering with
doctrines, the denial and repudiation of which cost our fathers the
saClifice of fortune and life; this affectation of a spurious charity, which
is turning the fundamentals of the common faith into open questions, to
be believed or not, as we like, without the forfeit1ll'e of our Ohristianityverily, it is playing with edged tools, in the childish conceit that they
will not hurt us. It is touching pitch, and imaginip.g we shall not be
defiled. And all this is, now stealthily, and now openly, going forward,
notably in the instruction of the young, making not a few of us sick
at heart-all this is pointing for us the warning of our Lord in this
awful description of a demoniac, receiving again his old master, falling
again under the old tyranny.
[Does not the annexed statement, we would ask, accord with our
remarks, in a previous paper, upon the empt.iness and fallacy of a
pretentious sanctity at certain times and seasons, the which have
no sooner passed than there is a marked relief and a but too-willing and
joyous return to a still deeper and more ardent revelling in the world,
in all its vain and frivolous practices and pursuits? Hence there is
but too plain and positive proof that, with all the pretentious devotion
and assumed sanctity, there never has been a real coming out from the
world, and being separate and touching not the unclean thing.-ED.]
This [continued the preacher] is but one of many applications of the
lesson to be learned from this Parable of the Demoniac, and its awful
delineations. Does it not also proclaim unmistakably the hollowness and
um'eality of the religion which, when Lent comes round, abandons for a
few weeks the gaiety and worldliness that are the ruling passion of the
life, and adopts a few meaningless austerities and ostentatious self·
denials; which betakes itself with an affected solemnity to services
neglected all the rest of the year; which exchanges the theatre and
the ball room for the church, the opera for the oratorio, the novel for
the book of devotion; which beguiles the soul into a belief of its own
spiritual earnestness; and then, after Easter, leaves it free to resume the
old life of spu'itual coldness and indifference, free to plunge again into
the vortex of pleasure, and with all the greater zest, for the temporary
abstinence? The" House" has been "swept and garnished," that is all.
The god of worldliness comes back, and reigns with intensified power.
The above quotation [adds the correspondent of the English Chu1'ch1nan]
is all the more significant as coming from a man who is seldom known to
preach on subjects of controversy. He has been Vicar of Ohrist Church
since 1862. He has a fine eh1ll'ch, with a large and influential congregation,
containing many well-known Protestant families, and is highly esteemed
and beloved by all who know him. His curates are of the same stampactive, Evangelical, and Protestant, and large sums are yearly raised for
the Church Missionary and other societies-indeed, it would be hard to
estimate the wide i'Ilfluence for good radiating from Ohrist Ohm'ch, Gipsy
Hill.
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THE LINCOLN JUDGMENT AND THE APPEAL.
THUS writes, it is presumed, a well-known Bishop to the Record upon
the above subject:It is evident from letters which appear in your columns that many
Evangelical Churchmen dislike the proposed appeal, and are ready to
accept the recent Judgment, with all its defects, for the sake of peace.
They innocently imagine that it would tend to promote harmony and
bring parties together. 0 sancta si1nplicitas! I tell them plainly that if
the Primate's decision is left unchallenged, they will soon see the gulf
between Evangelical Churchmen and other schools of thought wider and
deeper than ever, Candles will soon be lighted, and the Agmts Dei
sung in hun-dreds of churches all over the land, and aggrieved
parishioners will be told that the Archbishop has pronounced that these
things are not illegal, and that they must submit. I tell your peace.
loving readers that Disestablishment is brought neal'er than ever by the
Lambeth Judgment. The upper classes in this day are wholly absorbed
in money making, politics, or recreations, and few of them will lift a
finger to preserve the union of Church and State. The lower classes, on
the contrary, are disgusted and annoyed, and saying, "What is the use of .
a Ritualistic Church of England?" N ever let it be forgotten that the
voting power at the next election is in the hands of the masses and not
of the classes. It is possible to buy peace too dear.
As for your old-fashioned readers, who are determined to support an
appeal against the Lambeth Judgment, and not to give up a jot of
Protestant truth for the sake of peace, I can only advise them to pray
daily for a large supply of patience, courage, and wisdom; for, they may
depend on it, times are coming when they will need it. We are every
year getting nearer to a practical toleration of the Mass, auricular confession, incense, crucifixes, prayers for the dead, prayers to the Virgin
Mary, and the whole sacerdotal system, in the Church of England.
Churchmen who do not approve these novelties must contend earnestly
for the faith, "He that hath no sword, let him sell his garment and buy
one."

CRUMBS FROM THE MASTER'S TABLE.
" AND what does Christ mean 1 Emmanuel. And what does Emmanuel
mean 1 God with us, and God for us. Beautifully expressed by one
of the minor prophets thus, 'The Lord thy God in the midst of thee
is mighty.' Child of my God, He is in the midst of you, He is in
your heart, He is seated in your affectious as upon a throne, and He
will save you; He will bless you, He will console with you, and
sympathize with you. ypa,' He will rejoice over you with joy; He
will rest in His love, He will joy over you with singing.''' iI- * iI"Our rpjoicing is but the tffect of His; our joy in Him is the result
of His joy in us. We cannot delight in Him unless He enables us to
do so. So it is not optional in our case, but it is consequent upon
the operations of the Holy Ghost. 'Who is this that cometh up from
the wilderness, leaning upon her Bploved l' It is the favoured bride,
it is the Church of the living God." ~.' ~;, ~,' "But why do sinners value
Him 1 Because He endears Himself, and makes Himself precious to
them. Again, what qualifies sinners to realize His preciousness 1 A
knowledge of themselves as sinners, by Divine teaching, being brought
in guilty before a sin-avenging and just God. This, and this only,
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really qualifies them to realize the precious blood of a precious Christ.
'A knowledge of salvation by the remission of sins.''' * * * "And
as surely as He commences a work of grace in the soul, so surely He
will complete it. Hence we say, if the IJord ever granted you one sip
of the brook by the way, you are His child, and He is your God.
See! if He has communicated one free-grace blessing, one divine
favour, you have an interest in this Jesus of my text; you have been
made a partaker of this Lord Jesus Christ whom I have been privileged to preach for thirty-five years. And I repeat the assertion; if
one ray of heaven's sunshine has ever darted into your mind, if one
drop of comfort has been diffused in your soul, if the Lord has spoken
one word to your heart, you are demonstrated as His, and you shall
never perish. This is descending very low, and some may be ready to
say that in speaking thus I am fostering mere pretenders, and buoying
up hypocrites! But I am not at a point about the matter. I know what
I affirm is the truth. The Lord never communicates a beam of
heavenly light, never grants one solitary crumb of favour, and never
speaks propitiously, where He does not dwell in blessed power in the
heart. He is silent to all save His own. He never reveals Himself
outside His Church.
Did Jesus once upon thee shine?
Then Jesus is for ever thine.'
And can you question this fact? Does Satan disputf\ the point with you?
Well, he is a great adversary, a bitter and cruel foe; but, if he be in
opposition to you, and if he tempt and try you, it proves that your
religion is worth canvassing. I like to meet with those who find the
devil to be a roaring lion, I am glad to encounter those whose mercies
are questioned, whose experiences are overhauled! and why? Because
it evidences that thf're is something solid and substantial in connexion
therewith. The religion of most professors is never sifted-never tried;
but the religion of a child of God is called in question repeatedly, both
by Satan and himself. The great adversary repudiates it altogether, and
he is inclined to take sides with him. He knows that myriads bave a
form of godliness witbout the power, and that they are deluded, and he
fears that his faith will not bear God's test. He thinks that his creed
is imbibed from others, and that his experience is borrowed; and, indeed,
the little that he has any reason to bope came from the .Most High, has
frequently a death passed upon it. Tbe tew beams of light he bas enjoyed
are blotted from his mind and memory; tbe stones of help he has raised
are obscured from his sight; and even supposing be has had a copious
share of blessing, even if the banqueting-bouse had been reached, and
the kisses of God's mouth had been realized, no sooner does the night
set in, and the shadows are gathered round bim, than the whole become
matters to be canvassed and reasoned upon. Ah! tbis is it! when the
Lord hides His face, His people are troubled; when He withdraws His
bright-shining, the beasts of the forest creep forth, and tempest-tossing and
anxiety are the results. Nevertheless, these things bear good fruit; the
Lord has an end in their appointment. One thing concerning the bloodredeemed family" 'The more they're shakl'n, they deeper root,
And better stand Ihe btorm.'
"
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And we believe the words to be strictly in accordance with truth.
How many a wind literally has uprooted a sturdy oak, whilst it has
blown over a feeble shrub, or left a weeping willow standing! There
is the oak, which, perhaps, has stood for many a long year, lying upon
the sod, but there is the willow, which bent to the storm, still
alive. And now we are upon the subject, we will inquire where these
willows flourish ~ They live in valleys, not upon high ground; they
are planted in lowlands, beside streams of water. And what says the
Lord concerning His 'garden enclosed,' the 'trees of righteousness'
in which He delights, 'the work of His hands' ~ 'They shall spring
up as among the grass, as willows by the water-courses.' Oh, what a
mercy to be one of these willows! What a mercy to be a plant of
the Lord's right-hand planting! What a mercy to be 'out in the
desert,' a ' pelican in the wilderness,' a 'sparrow alone upon the housetop,'
if only we have faith in this 'Jesus whom I preach unto you.' The
Christ, the Anointed, the 'Son of the :Father in truth and love!'
Oh, precious Jesus! What a name is His! Oh, Jesus Christ! What
a Saviour! what a Friend r" '* % 0)(.
" Now, I pause to ask, Do you know anything of these striking
verities ~ If so, an eternity of bliss awaits you. See r I will come
down to the little ones. If you have had one drop of His affection
manifested to you, the entire ocean is yours; if one word from His
lovely lips have dropped upon your listening ears, all the love of His
heart is yours; if you have realized one crumb from the Master's
table, the whole bread of heaven is yours. Indeed, He whispers,. 'All
are yours!'"
[Reader, the foregoing is a little bit of so-called "CALVINIS:hI,"
which we have extracted from Zion's Witness, for April, 1891, being
part of a sermon, preached by its editor, Mr. A. WILCQCKSON, from
the words, "This Jesus, lI:horn I preach unto you, is Christ" (Acts
xvii. 3). What do you think of it, reader ~ Is it harsh ~ Is
it discouraging doctrine ~ Is it calculated, in the least wise, to dishearten a poor sensible, Christ-seeking sinner ~ Let conscience reply.
Yet these are the truths-the glorious truths-the precious verities
-the God-glorifying, Uhrist-exalting doctrines, held and proclaimed
by Spirit-taught, sovereignly-quickened, grace-led, and love-mellowed
so-called "CALVINISTS!" For forty-five years it was our rich and
distinguishing mercy, privilege, and divinely-bestowed favour, in our
humble measure and degree, to proclaim these precious truths! and,
as our readers are aware, for a still longer period- even for fiftyone years-we have revelled in the self-same glorious theme in these
pages. Now, therefore, we ask, in common fairness, has aught we
have advanced (as far as known to our readers or hearers) from pulpit,
platform, or press, been calculated to dishearten, or discourage one
who asks, "What must I do to be savpd ~" or one who in sincerity,
cries, "God, be merciful to me, a sinner!" "Lord, save, or I
perish "~ This is a challenge we give to the traducers and the libellers
of rich, free, and sovereign grace! At the same time we defy them
to produce any other system so fraught with glory to God and good
to mankind.-ED. ]
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magaz'ine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-Another month has passed away, and it
becomes incumbent upon me to lay before your readers a brief account
of the work of the Mission during that time, together with a few
testimonies recently received. First of all, I have to thank you, dear
Doctor, for your great kindness in sending 1,000 of the penny edition
of "Walks and Talks with Jesus," free of charge. I can assure you
they were very acceptable, as we were quite vut of your valuable
works, which are prized by so many. Then again, I have received
two large boxes from your noble Printing Nursery, which I hear from
Mr. LOCKYER is now given up. These boxes contained very valuable
books, such as the Old J011athan and GOSPEL MAGAZIXE, together with a
large quantity of your own writings. Since my last letter-viz., that
of April-the Lord has wonderfully inclined the hearts of His servants
to help clear off the debt due to the publishers of Old Jonathan.
Allow me, dear Doctor, to express to the noble benefactors my
warmest thanks. There is still a debt of 18s. 3d., which I trust will
soon be cleared off. The following is a liRt. of the contributors:CUNLIFFE, Mr. F., 5s.; In ml'mory of a lo\'ed Father, gone home to
be with Jesus, £1; HILL, the Misses, lOa. j PLOWlIUX, Mr., 63. j H. D.,
3s. j DAVIES, Mrs., 5s. j A Reader of the GOSPEL l\IAGAZINE, 3s.;
Leamington Spa, Is. 6d. j L. E. J., 2s.; NORMAN, Miss, 2s. 6d.; A
Friend, 2s. 6d. j G. u., 5s.; U., 5s. j SHEFFIELD, Mr. J., £1. Total
(including amount previously acknowledged, £8 8s. Id.), £12 17s. 7d.
The following letter, from a Deputy-Surgeon General, acknowledging
receipt of scrap-book, cheered me greatly : DEAR MADAM,-I have received the scrap-book, kindly forwarded by you
for the use of the patients in the Military Hospital, and have instructed
the medical officers in charge to take great care of it, and to place it where
it can be most useful to the sick. Allow me to thank you on behalf of
the sick soldiers, and to state that any books sent to my care for their
use, lIill be placed at then' disposal and duly acknowledged. Books
for hospital use should be strongly bound, as it is difficult to get patients
to take sufficient care of them. Believe me, dear Madam, yours faithfully.-(Allow me to say that, should any of yOUl' readers entrust me
with either bound books, or money to pUl'chase books for hospitals, &c.,
they shall have my careful attention, and be well disposed of. Who will
help us to liberally respond to such appeals ?)
FROM A MISSIONARY TO SEAMEN.
DEAR FRIEND,-Undoubtedly you will wonder who and what I am.
Well, I am a sinner saved by rich sovereign grace, and received into the
bonds of the everlasting covenant ordered in all things, and sure. I
pmise the Great Head of the Church, Jesus, who led me out from amongst
men that He might set His love upon me, and give me a name and a place
amongst His people. A dear brother in the Lord has lent me a copy of
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for March, 1891, Though I have known this
gracious publication for many years, and its elderly editor by name and
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fame amongst the Lord's own, yet I have not been able to read its
unctuous and well-filled pages of the Spirit's teaching regularly and successively, simply because my heavenly Father has not entrusted me with
the needful funds to procure it from month to month. It is only very
rarely that I get a glance at its heart.cheering and soul.reviving pages.
May God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Israel's Triune J ehovah, bless
the dear aged Editor, bless him with all the fulness of God. My object
in Wliting is to ask if you can assist me with some wholesome literature
for free distIibution amongst seamen? There are about one thousand
men and boys constantly in the fishing trade belonging to this port,
besides some thousands of others who use the port for trading purposes.
It is for these I ask a supply of Gospel books for theu' personal reading
on board ship. It is with difficulty that I can procme sufficient reading
matter for my work. In these evil days, when so many pernicious publications are disseminated broadcast throughout the land, it is of the highest
importance that our sailors should be supplied with good wholesome Gospel
books for their quiet hours when far off on the sea. If you can help me
in any way, I shall be glad, as my field of labour is large; or, if you
can help to a few for my own personal use, I shall be thankful. I have
been labouring now at this port amongst seamen for nearly thh·ty.two
years.
FROM A WORKER.
My DEAR FRIEND,-H you had given me permission to look through
yam stores, and to take anything I may want, I could not have been
better served than I was by the box of truth received yesterday. It is
most suitable, and will enable me still to continue distributing among
God's poor. Accept grateful thanks. Dr. DOUDNEY'S little books and
leaflets are much prized. I have many that evidently are experiencing a·
blessing.
FROM THE ROYAL SUSPENSION PIER CO.
DEAR MADAM,-I am reminded that I omitted to acknowledge the receipt
of books and tracts for the use of the beacon-light men and others on the
pier. Thanking you now, however, for them, and apologizing for the
omission, as well as praying for a blessing on your continued efforts to
give present and futme happiness to those on and by the sea.
Again we ask for continued help, both in money and books, and
especially in prayer, remembering that, "Without Me, ye can do
nothing." Thanking you and your numerous readers for all the kindness shown both to myself and the Mission, and trusting that you and
yours are well in health,
I remain, dear Dr. DOUDNEY, yours in Christ,
ANN EVERARD BRIDER.

1, Wilton Place, Wilton Rond, Salisbu1'y, April 13th, 1891.
THE SALVATION ARMY.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-I cannot express the pleasure your truthful,
temperate, and timely remarks on the Salvation Army, in your last
issue, gave me. May the Lord graciously make use of, and bless your
testimony to the Gospel of the grace of God, and continue to favour
you with His loving-kindness and tender mercy, in and by Christ
J esns.
Yours in faithful affection and Christian regard,

Bath, April 10th, 1891.

A. B. H.
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"Hold Fast" (1 Thess. v. 21). A Oharge delivered to the Olergy of
the Diocese of Liverpool, in St. Peter's Oathedral, on November 4th,
1890, by JOHN OHARLES RYLE, D.D., Lord Bishop of Liverpool.
London: William Hunt and 00. Liverpool: J. McDonald Bell, J. A.
Thompson and 00., F. and E. Gibbons.
(Continued from page 192.)

IN resuming our review of this most Scriptural and important Oharge,
we rejoice to find the Bishop dwell so emphatically upon that momentous feature of our common creed describing the Person and work of
the Holy Ghost. Hence, in addressing his clergy, he says:Let me charge you, in the next place, to hold fast sound ancl Scriptnral
views of the work of the Holy Ghost.
Faith in the Holy Ghost, we must always remember, is ag truly a part of
Christianity as faith in Christ. Every child who repeats the Church Cate<:hism is taught to say, "I learn to believe in God the Holy Ghost, who
sanctifieth me and all the elect people of God." FurthermorA, the work of
the Holy Ghost, though mysterious, will always be seen by the fruits it
produces in the character and conduct of those in whom He dwells. It is
lik:13 light which can be seen, and fire which can be felt, and wind which
(lauses noticeable results. Where there are no fruits of the Spirit, there is
no presence of the Spirit. Those fruits, I need not tell you, are always the
same, conviction of sin, true repentance, lively faith in Christ, and holiness
<)f heart and life.
Now, I believe this kind of truth about the work of the Holy Ghost needs
<!ltrongly to be pressed on congregations in the present day. I am afraid
there are myriads of professin~ Christians throughout the land who really
know nothing about the Holy Ghost, except the declaration of belief in Him
in the Creed. They seem to think that, as baptized members of a great
ecclesiastical corporation, they possess all the privileges of members. But of
tho work of the Spirit on their own individual hearts, of conversion,
repentance, and faith, they know nothing at all. They are spiritually a-sleep
and dead, and, unless they awake, are in great danger. To arouse such persons to a sense of their unsatisfactory condition, to stir them to see that if
there be any Holy Ghost, they ought to know something of Him by inward
experience, and never rest till they feel this,-this is work which I am convinced every clergyman ought to keep continually in view, and I entreat you
to do so this day. Do not only preach Christ, but take care that you also
preach the Holy Ghost.
But I may not stop here. '1.'here are other classes of Christians besides
those to whom I have just referred, who need sound Scriptural teaching
about the work of the Holy Ghost. Let me explain what I mean. I suppose no intelligent Englishman can fail to see that there has been cf late
years an immense increase of what I must call, for want of a better phrase,
pnblic religion in the land. Services of all sorts are strangely multiplied.
Places of worship are thrown open for prayer and preaching and administration of the Lord's Supper, at least ten times as much as they were fifty
years ago. Services in cathedral naves, meetings in large public rooms like
the Agricultural Hall and Mildmay Conference Building, mission services
carried on day after day and evening after evening, holiness meetings,
hiaher.life conventions-all these have become common and familiar things.
They are, in fact, established institutions of the day, and the crowds who
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attend them supply plain proof that they are popular. In short, we find
ourselves face to face with the undeniable fact that the last qUJ.1'ter of the
nineteenth century is an age of an immense amount of public religion.
But while we are thankful for the increase of public religion, we must
:never forget that, unless it is accompanied by private reli"ion, it is of no
real solid value, and may even produca most miechievous effects. Incessant
running after sensational preachers, incessant attendance at hot, crowded
meetings protracted to late hours, incessant craving after fresh excitement
and highly.spiced pulpit novelties-all this kind of thing is calculated to
produce a very unhealthy style of Christianity; and, in many cases, I am
afraid, the end is utter ruin of soul. For, unhappily, those who make public
religion everything, are often led away by mere temporary emotions, after
some grand -display of ecclesiastical oratory, into professing far more than
they really feel. After this, they can only be kept up to the mark, which
they imagine they have reached, by a constant succession of religious excite.
ments. ;By and by, as with opium-eaters and dram-drinkers, there comes a
time when their dose loses its power, and a feeling of exhaustion and discontent begins to creep over their minds. Too often, I fear, the conclusion
of the whole matter is a relapse into utter deadness and unbelief, and a
complete return to the world. And all results from having nothing but a
public religion! Oh, that people would remember that it was not the wind,
or the fire, 01' the earthquake, which showed Elijah the presence of God,
but "the still small voice" (1 Kings xix. 12).
How weighty and how true is the foregoing testimony. Excitement
a.nd sensationalism are the characteristic features of the so-called religion
of the day. How little of that calm, quiet, heartfelt following after the
Lord that we read of in the biographies of those that preceded us.
Where the retirement-the closet religion-the face-to-face dealings
with God 1 Where that religion of which the poet speaks" In secret silence of the mind,
My God-and 1here my heaven-I find" 1
Where that special something which prompts the partaker to that of
which the Prophet Malachi speah, "Then they that feared the Lord
spake often one to another: and the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and
a book of remembrance was written before Him for them that feared
the Lord, and that thought upon His name" (Mal. iii. 16). Hence,
says the BishopI do want to promote an increase of that religion which is private between
each man and his God, and that religion which is most beautifully exhibited
at home. I want to see more attention paid to those passive graces, which
are the truest evidence of the work of the Spirit. To be religious among
the religious, and spiritual among the spiritual, all this is comparatively
easy. But to adorn the Gospel and be Christlike in the midst of a large
family circle of unconverted and uncongenial relatives, to be always patient,
gentle, loving, kind, unselfish, good.tempered, this is the grandest fruit of
the Holy Ghost. We want more of this kind of religion. The root of a
plant or tree makes no show above ground. If you dig down to it and
examine it, it is a. poor, dirty, coarse-looking thing, and not nearly so beautiful to the eye as the fruit or leaf or flower. But that despised root, never·
theless, is the true source of all the life, health, vigour, and fertility which
your eyes. s~e, a?d without it the plant or. t.ree. would. soon ~ie. Now,
private religIOn IS the root of all Vital Chnshamty. Without It we may
make a brave show in the meeting or on the platform, and sing loud, and
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shod many tears, and have a name to live, and the prais~ of man. But
without it we are dead before God.
Reader, what a solemn statement is this, but oh, how true!
Assuredly, without the indwelling of the Holy Ghost (and, where He
dwells, fruit, in proof thereof, must follow), as the Bishop declares,
" We are dead before God." Says the Apostle, "If ye have not the
Spirit of Christ, ye are none of His."
(To be continued.)

MORE ABOUT THE OLD PILGRIM.
THE beloved daughter of the dear aged one spoken of at page 301 of
the present Number, has favoured us with the annexed additional
particulars :"DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-In the evening of tho day on which I last
saw you, I entered the room of my dear father. His eyes were closed.
He was not aware of my presence. He was holding sweet communion
with God. He said, 'Thou hast taught us to say, "Our Father." Thou
art my Father, and I will praise Thee, for I am redeemed by the
precious blood of Jesus, and have" peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ." The worldling cannot understand it, but Thou hast led
me on. Thou changest not. I am near the end of my journey, how
near, I know not. It may be only a few days more, but, blessed
Jesus! Thou art gone to prepare a place for me, that where Thou art,
I may be also, to behold the glory of the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Ghost. Amazing love! May the smile of God be on my dear
ones. May they see light in Thy light, and be faithful unto death, and
have the crown of life. May all in this household be brought to a
saving knowledge of the truth: May every servant have her lamp
trimmed-no lack of oil-and be ready to go out to meet the Bridegroom.'''
Reader, what say you to the foregoing 1 What a precious confirmation
of the truth, in these last days of rebuke and blasphemy, "Mark the
perfect man, and behold the upright, for the end of that man is peace."
What a gracious reminder is the above scene of that of the departing
Simeon, "Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation." How true
is the Lord to His promise, "They shall still bring forth fruit in old
age; they shall be fat and flourishing; to show that the Lord is
upright: He is my Rock, and there is no unrighteousness in Him."
What more precious fruit could the dear old pilgrim bear than this,
his so calm and deliberate abiding the Master's call1 So placid and
peaceful in his waiting spirit, that when the writer of the foregoing
(Mrs. C. B. PHIPPARD), a few nights since, wished he might have a good
night, he calmly responded, intimating at the same time that, if taken
before the morning, "it would be a good night!" Ah, yes, a good night
indeed! introductory to that "morning without clouds "-that day of
which the Prophet speaks, "Thy sun shall no more go down; neither
shall thy moon withdraw itself; for the Lord shall be thine everlasting
light, and the days of thy mourning shall be ended" (Isa. Ix. 20).-ED.

