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AN UNHOLY AND UNSANCTIFIED ALLIANCE-THE
CHURCH AND THE WORLD.
".And I will set up one shephenl ova them, and he shalt feed
them."-EzEKIEL xxxiv. 23.
VIEWING the worldly spirit which pervades the Churches of our
land, the following inquiry is thrust upon us, Whe1'e is the authority

in God's Word for the Ohurch to find amnsement for the people?

On the contrary, is it not written, "Ye cannot serve God and
mammon. "
"Come out from among them, and touch not the
unclean." "He that loveth the world, the love of the Father is
not in him"?
And yet, in spite of such plain declarations, the outward
Church of the present day has formed an unholy and unsanctified
alliance with the world; and we now see, common enough, parish
teas, followed by performances; smoking concerts, negro minstrels,
songs and ballads, burlesque representations and farces, summed
up with dancing. Oh, it is heart-sickening to think that all this
is done under the auspices of the" Church," the Vicar, or so-called
Priest, taking the chair!
Under such circumstances we tremble
for our young people. Note the following, from the Ohristian:
"An actor was lately urged to interfere with some amusements
which were being provided by a Ritualistic Church for the benefit
of its funds. It was urged that much that was done was so similar
to stage plays that it tended to diminish theatrical profits. ' No,'
said the actor, 'we shall not hinder what is training the young
people to come to us, by encouraging a theatrical taste.' May not
the introduction of worldly amusements, with the motive of keeping young people to the Uhurch which provides them, have an
effect directly contrary, encouraging a spirit of worldliness, and
also weakening the spiritual force which alone can counteract
it? "
s
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Nor is there a shade now between many of the chapels and the
churches. Before us, on the table, is an account of a recent fancy
dress ball, under the direction of a lady, and what do you think
for ?-for the pU'l'pose of ntising funds f01' the r6storation ql' a chapel!
The dance was well attended, and a financial success. The
costumes were varied and artistic, and representations appeared of
well-known historical characters; a nigger from a minstrel troupe
in fantastic garb, and a clown in queer costume, added to the
amusement. Dancing was kept up vigorously till two o'clock,
and the assembly reluctantly broke up, calling loudly for another
enjoyable evening. And all this to raise funds to restore a
chapel!
And who is to be chargeable for all this mixture of Ohurch
and world, so dangerous to the young? It is the false shepherds
that are in a great measure to blame; and this chapter from
which our passage is taken, dealing with such, is one of the most
solemn chapters in God's vVord.
We know it would be said that God's prophecies, through His
prophets, against the unfaithful shepherds of Israel, who are
described as negligent and cruel, are not applicable to the present
day; for, far from negligence, activity prevails all around, and
people are cared for to an extent never before experienced. This
may be true, but I venture to affirm that, in a spiritual sense,
many of the things which the Lord censures them for, are still
evils which plainly exist in our day. For instance, in the second
verse, "Should not the shepherds feed the flock?" This is the
business of their office, but, alas! how the Lord's hungry ones
come away from our places of worship empty. No, they have not
even a crumb from the Master's table; for the loaf of the Gospel
is hidden away and covered over by the chalice-cloth of formalism.
There is no power with the Word, for the Holy Spirit is not
honoured, and Ohrist not glorified.
We said to a High-Church clergyman the other day, "Oh,
what we want is, food for the soul." He responded, "We do not
go to church to get food for the soul, but to worship." Ah! let
the child of God get a taste of Gospel food, and true worship will
follow. He must praise. He must adore. He must worship the
God of his salvation. "Ye worship ye know not what," was our
Lord's saying to the Samaritan woman, and it may be flaid of
hundreds and thousands in the present day. We heard of a
housekeeper, known to my informant, who said concerning a
certain High Ohurch clergyman, "Oh, I could worship his coat
tails! " Well, we have but to observe things that are common
enough, to see how true are the words concerning the shepherds,
"Ye feed not the flock" (verse 3). Ye do not deliver words of
faith and sound doctrine. Ye do not "feed the Ohurch of God,
which He hath purchased with His OWD blood." "The diseased
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have ye not strengthened, neither have ye healed that which was
sick, neither have ye bound up that which was broken." VV'e
know it may be said, "The shepherds of the day do not know
how to do these things," and, indeed, this is true. Charitable as
we desire to be, I feel certain that many do not even know the
way of salvation themselves, and therefore cannot show the way
to others. But what a solemn thing, to stand up with the
pretence of being "a shepherd," and yet be ignorant in such
things. Better far that they go on their knees before God, and
ask Him to put them right.
I once met with a chaplain in high office, who told me
that he had been in that capacity for twenty-eight years,
and never did he understand the way of salvation till led to a
mission room; a humble, unlettered man preached the Gospel,
accompanied by the power of the Holy Ghost, in such a way that
he for the first time realized the necessity of the new birth in
Christ .Jesus, was led in the right way, and afterwards became
himself a faithful minister of the Gospel. The marked change
made Satan rage, and God's people rejoice.
Now, there are several more expressions of censure upon "the
unfaithful shepherds" recorded in this solemn chapter, all of which,
without straining the Scriptures, are applicable to the unfaithful
shepherds of the day. Of course, we are only dealing with the
'unfaithful ones. The Lord will never leave Himself without witnesses, and, blessed be His name, He has still men of God, sound
in the faith, and whom HE has raised up, and not man, to~testify
of Him Who is all our salvation. Of such we can say, "Ye are
the salt of the earth-yea, the salt of the Church."
But just to take two or three more of the expressions of censure
we have referred to. "Ye have not sought that which is lost"
(verse 4). No; salvation by grace is not the teaching of such;
and I am sure that in places we could name, not very distant
from this spot, souls saved does not enter the thoughts, otherwise
than that the salvation of all is by baptismal regeneration, confirmation, the sacraments, coming to church; performances of which
being over, the world may have its hold of such, as previously
described.
Again, the Lord censures these faulty ones, in that they give
the flock to eat of that which they have trodden with their feet, and
the pastures thereby became dirty, instead of green. Yes, the
Word of God, in all its gracious teaching, is as green pastures
to Christ's sheep; but man, untaught by the Revealer of the
Word, treads them down with his feet, and they afford no food
for hungry souls. Such teaching makes one feel that the preacher
has a different Bible to that one we treasure so much; the
language seems not the same, it is all so trodden down. The
pastures are brown with the treading of free.will and creature
s 2
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doings, and form no herbage for living souls; they are worn bare
with the works of fleshly doings.
Another censure of the unfaithful shepherds is, that they give
God's people "Drink that they have fouled with their feet" (verse
19). This reminds us, by way of illustration, of what we frequently
witness. A stream of pure water has flowed into little pools, and
the boys walk through these pools, stirring up the mud, fouling
it with their feet, and making the water undrinkable. It is so
with the unfaithful shepherds. Often do they come out of the
colleges godless men. It may be they have become crack oar"men
in the boat-race, and they may be kind-hearted and gehial fellows;
but, forsooth, they are ordained by the laying on of hands for
the ministry, and now they must handle the oracles of God.
Without any change of heart or divine teaching, what is the
result? that they give the people drink that they have fouled
with their feet-fouled with creature doings and human speculations; and if they are the Lord's own thirsty ones, they loathe all
such mudd,y water, and long for the pure stream of everlasting
life.
Of course it might be said, Cl But such men as you have
described are not the Lord's shepherds at all, they are only menmade Priests." True; but we refer to such as standing in the
solemn office of the ministry, and proving unfaithful to such an
office, the result being that the Lord's sheep are starved, their
pastures trampled upon, and their water fouled. Suoh shepherds,
having only a natural religion, seek to gratify nature in amusing
the people with worldly pleasures. The other day I met one such,
and was deploring. such a state of things. Ho responded, "Oh,
it is the way to fill the church." I responded, "Yes, but it is
not the way to save souls or glorify God." Of course he turned
on his heel, and looked as if he thought me somewhat weak
minded.
And now, in turning from the sickening doings of the false
shepherds of the present day, deploring greatly their wrongdoings and God-dishonouring conduct, where shall the Lord's
living ones go to for comfort and consolation? Oh, here it is
the Lord has promised, and carried out His promise in the
midst of all, "And I wilt sct up one Shepherd 01:er them, and
.He shalt feed them." Yes, One-One of a thousand-" The chiefest
among ten thousand, and the altogoether lovely." The only One;
for" There is none other name uoder heaven given among men,
whereby we must be saved." He is the "Good Shepherd," the
Great Shepherd, and the Oki~l Shepherd, who will feed His
sheep in the midst of famine. and lead them safely in a
pathway where wolves abound. This Shepherd is so by constitution, and by the appointment of J ehovah "set up" from before
the foundation of the world; "brought up" with the Eternal
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Father; "possessed from the beginning, before His works of old,
before the mountains were settled," or the fountains of water
flowed by divine direction. This Shepherd came to seek and to
save His lost sheep, suffering for them, dying for them, and
rising again for them, to secure their eternal salvation and everlasting safety in the fold of God. This Shepherd will never
deceive them: He will feed His flock, for He is the true
Shepherd; He will gather the lambs in His arms, for He is the
tender Shepherd; and He will gently lead the heavy-burdened, for He
is the tried Shepherd, touched with the feelings of their infirmities,
and knowing all about their burdens and di.stresses. When He
gives them food, it is no handling the word deceitfully, for He
is Himself the Word and the Truth. He feeds them with
covenant blessings and promises, and with doctrines suitable for
their standing-milk for babes, meat for the strong, and wholesome words of comfort and love to the aged.
And then in tracing on, we come to another precious result of
this Good Shepherd's work, "I will make tltem and the places round
about My hifl (t blessing" (verse 26).
Oh, this is what we want,
under shepherds on their ., hill of Zion" a blessing and made a
blessing. How different to the "Ichabod" places which abound
in our days, where God's glory is departed and His blessing withdrawn! But when in God's sanctuary the Gospel is faithfully
preached, Christ glorified, and the Holy Spirit honoured, how blessed
and sacred is the spot, and the sheep become delighted, ref resh
and full of joy. Oh, that the Ohief Shepherd would raise up ill
our midst men of God, who will not shun to declare the whole
counsel of God, and who will disdain all worldly means to fill
our churches and chapels with mere professors! Lord, revive
Thy work, and bring glory to Thy great name, and that there
may be realized the fulness of the closing passage of this striking
chapter, "And ye My flock, the flock of My pasture, are men,
and I am your God, saith the Lord"; so will not merely _blessings
but" slwu'ers of blessing" (verse 26), be realized.
" Hark! the Good Shepherd's voice
Calls to His trembling sheep;
He
bids them constantly re·
joice,
For He His flock will keep.

" He brings them to His folds,
And bids them stray no more;
In His own hand the lambs He
holds,
And feeds them from His store.

" When Justice, with a frown,
" Christ the Good Shepherd knows
Pursued them while astray,
And calls His sheep by name;
The Shepherd His own life laid He leads them forth, before them
down,
goes.
The ransom price to pay.
And puts their foes to shame.
" The lost He'll seek and save,
And gather them in love;
One fold they'll make, one Shepherd have,
In pastures green above."
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Here then is our mercy, beloved: however unfaithful the undershepherds may prove, the Lord J ehovah has set up the One
Shepherd, who will feed them, and never fail them-His flock. In
adoration of THAT ONE, we would, in conclusion, say, If the
Lord is our Shepherd, and we are the people of His pasture and
the sheep of His hand, "Let the potsherd strive with the potsherds of the earth," we will set our face as a flint against the
unhallowed and unsanctified alliance of the Ohurch and the world.
If the worldlings want amusements, let the world find it for them;
the Church should never be guilty of touching and meddling with
their unclean things.
THE EDITOR.

THE

CHIMES.

THE crowded streets of London oft afford me matter for [reflection.
I like, as well as most, a rural ramble-the fields, the woods, the
shady lanes, and gently flowing streams are pleasing contrast.
Were it Heaven's high pleasure, I would ever dwell among them,
and cheerfully pronounce farewell to business avocations.
Had it
been J ehovah's will, my choice long since had been a sphere of
usefulness in some sequestered spot, where I might have spent my
days in a measure of retirement. The country clergyman, with his
little village flock, has ever been to me a source of envy. With
access to each (cottage, a knowledge of his neighbours, and the
privilege to speak to them each Sabbath Day of Jesus and His great
salvation, oh, what a privilege! How often have I longed to
occupy a similar position! But my God, who cannot err, has
otherwise appointed. He beholds what I am too short-sighted to
discern; and therefore, with cheerful resignation, would I bow to
His decree. But I said the crowded streets of this great city oft-times
afford me matter for reflection. They do, and various incidents loudly
call for gratitude. On one occasion I pursued my way with hasty
step amid the busy throng. My mind was cloudy, and a multitude of
threatening evils pressed upon my spirit. Past mercies unnumbered,
gracious interpositions, were obscured by present trials. I mused in
pensiveness and sorrow, and my unbelieving heart began to conjure
up a thousand ills. I passed a church, and at the moment of my
passing, the chimes struck up a tune with which I was familiar.
"What are the words to which that tune is generally applied ~ "
thought 1. "Oh, they are these""Bei!one, unbelief, my Saviour is near,
And for my relief will surely appeal'.
By prayer let me wrestle, and He will perform;
With Christ in the vessel, I'll smile at the storm."
The application was most timely. My heart cheered, my hopes
revived, and He, my never-failing Friend, did appear most graciously.Musings, by D. A. D.
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GOD'S JEWELS.
"And they shall be Mine, saith the Lord qf hosts, in that clay when I
make jiJJ lYly jewels."-MALACHI iii. 17.
BELOVED, will you bear with me while I relate the incident in my
own experience, which has brought me to pen this portion ~ It is
now twelve months ago since the Lord called me to pass through
the deep trial of the loss by death of my precious wife, after a
union of forty-six years. Never as long as memory lasts shall I
forget the day of the funeral. Silent and sad, I felt my earthly
treasure had gone, and to take the last farewell of the qear remains
brought me into a state of poignant grief. A grave at \tny time is
a gloomy depth, but when it receives one we love so dearly, it
looks a hundred times more gloomy; and as the coffin tfrltt contained
the dear remains was lowered into that grave, I completely broke
down in my grief. Besides my own dear ones, who had gathered
around it with me, was a dear, kind Christian clergyman well known
to us, who seeing my prostrate condition, moved to m} \de, and in
marked tenderness said, "Take my arm, dear sir," which .1 did; and
thus supported, he led me weeping to the carriage, and as I threw
myself back therein, I became bathed in tears. Ah well! if I was
miserable, the dear glorified one was happy, singing immortal praise
in the presence of her loved Lord; but I had to return to the lonely
home, and, going from room to room, I felt, "No, she is not here j
she is with Christ, which is far better." It is the faith that can look
upwards to the God who giveth it, that alone can bring solace under
such circumstances, and the presence of Jesus only can fill up such a
gap to the Christian.
Well, the time has arrived when one must have placed a stone to
mark the spot where the dear remains lie. It is a chosen spot in our
picturesque cemetery. But the thought has come, "And what passage
of Scripture shall we have engraved thereon ~" We have sought the
advice of dear ones, who have suggested most appropriate words; but
no, no; something seemed to say, Not this, not the other; when, in
the dead of the night, "when deep sleep falleth upon man," I was
awake, asking God to direct me in this matter, and there came as a
flash of lightning these words we have written, "And they shall be
Mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up My jewels."
I have hesitated, and thought, is this of the Lord ~ Night after night,
again the same words have come and no other, so that I have felt
it to be His leading.
Here then you have, dear friends, the incident of my portion
given; and I think if the Lord the Spirit unfolds it, we shall see its
force and blessedness under the circumstances detailed. "They shall
be Mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up My
jewels."
We have here-First, God's declaration: "Saith the Lord of hosts"
Secondly, God's clcdm: "They shall be Mine in that day."
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Thirdly, God's jewels: "When I make up My jewels."
First, God's declaration: "Saith the Lord of Hosts." And this, to
my mind, is important; for, surrounding the sacred spot referred to,
there seems to be tablet after tablet describing man's w(/J'(ls and man's
doings, while words from God Himself and His Word seem singularly
absent. I fear this is a growing indifference, and is a painful sign
of the times. Well, the stone that I erect, I felt, should sound
forth God's declaration, and what He says must be true. "They shall
be Mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up My
jewels. "
I do rejoice in a voice religion. "Saith the Lord." His 'Word is
the voice of God, and He speaks through it to His own. " And
God SAID, Let there be light, and there was light." Starting from
this early declaration, may we receive the Word of God as nothing
short of the voice of God, speaking personally to us; in this way its
value is enforced and its inspiration clear. For instance-He speaks in 1'egenemtion. When you and I were cast into the open
field of unregeneracy, with no eye to pity, polluted, and in nature's
blood, "I said 1mto thee"-mark, I said unto thee-Cl Live.' Yea, I said
unto thee, when thou wast in thy blood, Live."
He speaks through Bis Jyrovidences. We do well to watch and wait
for these unfoldings. They may often be different to our calculations,
and not congenial to flesh and blood, but depend upon it"Behind a frowning providence
He hides a smiling face."

He speaks in the whisperings of His love; and these home-and-hear!;
utterances are so precious. They come to us, beloved, sometimes in
the busy moments of life, when something turns up to irritate and
annoy, and He who is love whispers, "Remember, you are a child of
God-you are My own. 'Fear not, I am with you.''' And so,
beloved, we keep cheered to hold on and press on-do we not ~
We might also tell of how God speaks through His judgments. Ah !
as a nation we should be wise to trace such to national sins, and
repent in dust and ashes before Him.
Now, when we get a, "Thus sctith the Lord," direct, and not even
through any human channel, we are certain and safe in what is
spoken. His words come with authority and power, they cannot be
gainsaid, and all we have to do is to believe them, and by faith live
upon them. And mark, He speaks here in the character of the God
of hosts--" Saith the Lord of hosts." It is a character full of divine
power, and occurs four times in the eighty-fourth Psalm of twelve verses.
But in the aspect before us, in connection with our subject, look at
the thousands of tombs in the cemeteries of our land, and of other
lands; who can count them ~ But, thick as they are, He knows
everyone of His hidden jewels in the ground, everyone that is ordained
to eternal life, and the bodies of His redeemed are only crumbling to
be crowned.
And then referring once again to the, Cl Thus saith the Lord," and
the recognition of God's voice in promise and portion, how solacing
this is, in connection with the multiplied trials that the Lord's dear
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people are subjected to: for verily one and all have their peculiar
sorrows and anxiety.
Well, now, tried one, what is thy special
trouble, that brings thee into a low place and into much depression
of spirit 1 Search the Scriptures, and look for tbe suitable promise
under such distress. Is it accompanied, as most are, with a, "Thus
saith the Lord" 1 Is it the Lord Himself speaking 1 then grasp the
fact that it must be fulfilled. Do you say, "AlL! md" so-and-so 1
Ob, elTOp the "Ah! b7d," and believe His Word to be true. For
instance, "Now thus saith the Lord that created thee, 0 Jacob, and
that formed thee, 0 Israel, FeaT not." Then, /ea1' not. Again, He says,
"I have redeemed thee"; then, believe Him true. "I have called
thee by name; thou art Mine." Then He has done as He has said.
"Oh, but," you say, "I fear this is not for me." Again I say,
cl'fOp thclt /ea1', and honour the Lord J ehovah by taking Him at His
Word. Again," When thou passest through the waters, I am with
thee." Do you think He will not be with you, when this is His
distinct promise 1 "Or through the rivers, they shall not overflow
thee." Do you think it possible that they shall overwhelm you in
their swelling, when He has said they shall not ~ "When thou walkest
through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame
kindle upon thee." Oh, it is not possible, in His presence, for them to
singe even a hair of thy head. And so we might take promise after
promise; and I am persuaded there is sweet comfort and consolation
in taking God at His word, in simplicity and nothingness on your
part. So to our point. When the Lord' God of hosts says His
jewels are His, that He will take care of them, and make them up
in the last day of account, why should a single doubt arise about the
matter 1 Unbelief dishonours Him, and a firm belief in the truth of
His Word of promise glorifies and honours His dear name.
And now let us, in pursuing our subject, just reverse our points, in
order the better to weigh the import of our passage and noticeSecondly, Gael's Jewels.-And, to my mind, there is deep and significant meaning in His calling His hidden ones jewels, at this particular
time. Let us explain. Malachi, the last of the prophets, left off
prophesying four hundred years before Christ. The moral state of the
Jews at that time was most degrading and disastrous. The temple
service was dreadfully corrupted; many enormous sins prevailed among
the people, especially the priests. Profaneness, adultery, contempt of
Providence, and many other gross sins abounded in the land. Malachi
was raised up to testify against the wickedness of priests and people,
and to urge them to repentance before God, but impiety, idolatry, and
irreligion prevailed. Oh, is it not wonderful that God should talk about
His jewels in such a heap of degradation, and that He yet should have
an elect few who, in spite of all that was conflicting and contrary,
were yet ftaring Him, and walking on that secret pathway which leads
to Zion 1 Hear His words: "They that work wickedness are set up ;
yea, they that tempt God are even delivered (or spared). Then they
that feared the Lord spake often one to another; and the Lord
hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before
Him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon His name
And they shall be Mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when
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I make up My jewels." Now then, see with us the force of this
precious expression, "My jewels."
(1.) Jewels, althO'ltgh b~t1"ied in the earth are jewels still j and so it was
under the circumstances we have mentioned. Hidden away in holes
and caves of the earth, in little groups they prayed together, and worshipped their God. The Lord had His omniscient eye upon them,
and He heard, and hearkened to their cries and sighs, recording them
in His "Book of nmembrance."
Then, again, in the ~m(tvoidable mio:tuTe with the world.
How little
we know which are God's jewels, as we walk the crowded streets of
our large towns.

"The evil and the good mixed up together,
The truth and falsehood walking side by side,
Until the day of final severance."
But God marks and knows His own.
In a different figure, the Lord taught the same lesson in the Parable uf
the Tm·es. "The kingdom of heaven is like unto a man which sowed
good seed in his field. But while they slept, his enemy came and
sowed tares among the wheat and went his way." When all had sprung
up, wheat and tares appearing together, the servants went to the householder complaining of this, and asking whether they should go and
root up the tares. He said, "Nay; let both grow together until the
harvest; then will come the great and glorious separation, which
shall prove which are the tares and which the wheat." But, as we
have said, God knows all along His jewels from the base coin of the
father of lies; He knows His wheat from the tares.
But again, observe, Je~l)els when brought to the light lwoe often earth
still sticlcing to them j it is so with the Lord's diamonds, and sometimes
it is distressing to see how much of earth is cleaving to them. Old
habits are not at once renounced, but, clinging to them, crop up
again; and the old unregenerate tone and temper needs much grace to
subdue it. The infection of nature remains in them after regeneration,
and much cleansing is needed. I have seen in commercial houses
where much small coin is collected, that such is received so excessively
dirty, that it is plunged into a bowl of water to cleanse it before
banking. Well, a sovereign or a shilling, although thus soiled, is a
sovereign and a shilling still, but how much brighter and beautiful
they look after the cleansing referred to. So with the Ohristian. He
is one when earth still clings to him, and he or she are cumbered
about many cares; but how much brighter and more beautiful when
grace has done its work and the Holy Spirit His cleansing! Errors,
too, still cling and slowly quit the field. A new life is given, but the
old humanity is there still, and its demands are great. It is distressing to meet with"not merely professors, but those whom we cannot
doubt from other evidences are tl:;te Lord's own, and yet to mark what
a clinging there is to the world, and how vain is much of their
table talk. This should not be. We want not merely to be alive,
but to be lively Ohristians-divine things to be so uppermost and
forward, that no doubt can exist as to our position and standing.
Personally, I do desire this, and was only saying yesterday to a
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friend, "Oh, what I want, as I am nearing eternity, is to live closer
to God-' Nearer, my God, to Thee; nearer to Thee/-let me live the
remainder of my days to Thy glory." We do not desire to walk in
the outer circle of worldly tendencies and contact, but in the inner
circle of communion and nearness to Jesus;
We have spoken of the Lord's living ones as jewels brought to the
light. Ah! what a dust-hectp they may have been smothered in! which
marks the wondrous work of grace the more. "He lifteth up the
poor out of the dust, and the needy out of the dunghill, that He
may set them among the princes of His people; that they may
inherit a throne of glory." I do love to hear one and another
recount of how they were buried under the rubbish of the fall, yet
the Lord sought them out in such a signal and sovereign way. They
had no hand in it; were helpless-yea, more, defiled and poIlutedbut the omniscient eye of their covenant God was upon them all the
while, and when His own time came to use them for His own glory,
He searched them out-outstretched the arm and hand of omnipotent
power, and proved to the living Ohurch and themselves that they
were His jewels.
Another thought. Jewels al'e often placed in a CCtse, that they may be
tt1ken the grwtel' care of j and we have noticed that some cases are
exceedingly old and time-worn, but the jewels are the same whatever
the case may be; so is it with the Lord's jewels. Who has not seen
some hidden-away one in a lowly cottage, with the most humble
surroundings, where the tread of man is seldom heard, and of whom
the world cares nothing ~ but God knows such, and watches them
with tender care and love. Perhaps it is only a room or a garret,
and on a creaky couch, with much discomfort and pain of body,
the Lord's jewel lies; but there she is, cared for by her Owner,
and He orders, in some way, her needs to be supplied, pouring
into her soul the balm of comfort. It is in the shade, very often,
that the Lord's jewels are hidden; but they wait and long for the
time when they will fully shine in the perfection of Ohrist, in the
kingdom of heaven. So can they sing, "He knoweth the way
that I take; when He hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold."
I remember reading, some time ago, that the committee of a
benevolent society, formed for the purpose of visiting and relieving
the sick and distressed, having received information that a poor aged
woman had met with bodily injury, which had reduced her to a
state of the utmost wretchedness, sent their visitors to her. They
went on a sharp winter evening, and found her lying on a heap of
rags, not deserving the name of bed, without either sheet or
blankets, and her afflicted body covered only by a tattered silk
cloak and ragged bedquilt. The window panes were broken; she
had no fire, nor any money to purchase food. 'When the visitors
expressed their concern at finding her in such deep affliction, she
replied, ":My distress is great, but far short of what I deserve; I
thank God it is no worse." On her tattered bed lay a Bible; she
put her hand upon it and said, "At six years of age I could read
my Bible, but I have learned more from it during this affliction
than I did before in all my life. Oh, what a treasure is the Word
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of God!" Surely here was one of the Lord's jewels, resigned, contented, thankful under most trying circumstances.
Again, with regard to jewels, we get more at the idea of an ornament f01' the pe1'Son, made up of diamonds cmd pTecim£s stones.
It is so spiritually. God's diamonds may be exceedingly rough ones,
scarcely recognisable as such, but they are diamonds still; and the
Lord of glory having taken them in hand, will mould and burnish
them, and make them fit jewels for their Redeemer's crown. Ah
methinks this necessary discipline is often struggled against j we would
like to go in our rough state to heaven, but He knows better. Often
it takes many years of discipline to carry out the Lord's "setting."
We live, I think, to prove that every step He took in the process
was a step of wisdom, and, in our right minds, we would not have
had it otherwise on any account.
Heaps
Again, Jewels aTe often of great val1te to the owners.
of silver and gold are given for them by the wealthy; but Christ:s
jewels are of such value to Him that He has given for them what IS
of far more value than silver and gold. Peter lets us into the secret
of their cost when he says, "Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not
redeemed with corruptible things such as silver and gold, but with
the precious blood of Christ, as of a Lamb without blemish, and without
spot." Not with silver and gold, which are of no value at all towards
the ransom of the soul: such cannot purchase the extension of the
natural life, much less reach the worth of spiritual life. As one of my
favourite authors, Bishop LEIGBTON puts it: "The precious soul could
not be redeemed but by blood, and by no blood but that of this spotless Lamb, Jesus Christ, who is God's co-equal, and therefore the blood
is called, 'the blood of God.' So the Apostle may well call it precious,
exceeuing the whole world and all things in it of value." God's jewels
are indeed then "Bought with a price, even J esu's precious blood."
How very precious the previous verse to our portion is: "Then
they that feared the Lord spake often one to another: and the Lord
hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written
before Him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon His
name." It is very blessed to meet with the Lord's deal' people, and
speak one with another of His presence and love; such is one of the
choicest privileges of the Christian life: but there are very many in
the family who are not so favoured, whose circumstances and position forbid it; never mind, they know what it is to thin!: upon
His name, and such are reckoned among the Lord's jewels. But there
are many that do thus meet; but they feel they cannot talk; never
mind, the thinkers as well as the talkers are remembered by God.
Indeed, I have found the sweetest Christians to be the quiet ones.
They say but little, but think the more. However, be this as it may,
it is certain from the Word, that they that think on His name are as
much jewels of His care and keeping as those who talk much of
Him.
But another thought about these jewels, namely, the word jewel
means a peculiaT tTeas1£Te, as here used. Yes, Christ's people are
called "a peculiar people"; and this not only because their course
and life is distinct from the world, but because they are chosen in
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Him, redeemed in Him, justified by His righteousness, and saved by
His grace. This is all· a peculiar work, a work of itself, sovereign
and supreme.
One thought more. Jewels, if P1tt uncle?' the ecwth again, aTe jewels
still " and we are assured this is so with the Lord's jewels.
He is watching o'er His sleeping dead, my own dear one among
the number.
Sleep on, dear; no longer does pain torture the
poor frame. Oh, what perfect rest it must be in Ohrist! And, as
we stand beside the mound and think of this, our joyous confidence
is that"What is sown in corruption,
Shall in incorruption rise;
What is sown in death's dishonour,
Shall revive in glory light;
What is sown in this weak manner,
Shall be raised in matchless might."

,

.

This is my assurance and hope, grounded upon the 'vVord and work
of my God and Saviour Jesus Ohrist.
Thus, dear friends, we have suggested things implied by the term
of God's jewels, which are fraught with comfort to the people of God.
Shall we condense them 7
(1.) Jewels, although buried in the earth, are jewels still.
(2.) Jewels, although brought to the light, have often a good deal
of earth clinging to them.
(3.) Jewels are often placed in cases, that they may be taken greater
care of.
(4.) Jewels imply an ornament made up of precious stones.
(5. ) Jewels are of great value to the owner, and cost often a
large sum.
(6.) Jewels imply a peculiar treasure.
(7,) Jewels, if put under the earth again, are jewels still.
And now, lastly, God's clcti1JL "They shall be Mine, saith the Lord
of hosts, in that day when I make up My jewels." They were His from
all eternity, in the purpose of His love and grace, and He wrote their
names in the Lamb's book of life, "Before the mountains were settled,
and while as yet He had not made the earth." And they were Ohrist's
as the Father's gift of them to Him, and His by the purchase of
redeeming blood, and by the conquest of His grace; therefore, in t,he
last day, they will be claimed and owned by Ohrist, before the Father
and His holy angels. What! not one little one-one very little
one-passed over, as too insignificant and unworthy 1 Indeed not. If
such were possible the Lord could not "make them up." And I do not
hesitate to affirm that, if such a thing coulel possibly be that one still
remained behind on earth, the Lord Jesus Ohrist. must come down
from heaven to fetch home that one, or He could not" make up His
jewels." Oompletion is the crowning work of Heaven, and, depend
upon it, the Eternal Three will perfect Their own work, and "the Lord
of glory shall see of the travail of His soul and be satisfied." Their
number is already complete in eternal election, and their number will
finally be complete in eternal glory-all gathered home-all shut in
within the pearly gates, at rest with Ohrist. Yes, already my dear
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one is there-safe home, sparkling in the presence of her Redeemer.
"They shall be a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord, and a
royal diadem in the hand of thy God."
Dear friends, let me ask, do you begin to like the passage we have
had engraven upon our dear one's tomb ~ There is another aspect of
it that makes us rejoice, namely, it proclaims to all around four distinct doctrines of our most holy faith. Glance at them, beloved:(1.) The Divine Sovereignty of God-" Saith the Lord of hosts." I am
sure the more we trace and trust in the absolute sovereignty of God,
the more we shall feel the certaint,y of all He asserts, resting in His
"shalls and wills" as covenant realities"He took my natm'e, guilt, and shame unasked,
And gave me righteousness and life unsought ; "
and such, He says, who are thus, by His divine and sovereign power,
sewed, (£1'e "]J;[y jewels."
(2.) The Covenant of Grace-" They shall be Mine." The Lord
Jehovah's express command to His people is, that they should" always
be mindful of His covenant"; and we may be sure that if He enjoins
this on His people, He will ever be mindful of His covenant Himself
-that grand stipulation between the Persons of the adorable Trinity,
which plans, purposes, and secures the everlasting salvation of His
chosen people. And then our passage proclaims(3.) The Res1wreetion of the Body-" In that day." "But some will say,
How are the dead raised up 1 and with what body do they appear 1
Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not quickened except it die; and
that which thou sowest, thou sowest not that body that shall be, but
baj'e grain, it may chance of wheat, or of some other grain: but God
giveth it a body as it hath pleased Him, and to every seed his
own body. . . . It is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory: it is
sown in weakness; it is raised in power: it is sown a natural body;
it is raised a spiritual body."
(4.) Jehovah's So'Cereign, Electing Love-CC When I make up My jewels."
All God's ways and works are stamped with completeness and perfection; especially is this seen in the making up of the election of grace
complete in Christ. Every member of His mystical body in their
appointed place, all making up the complete body. No sheep left
to stray in the wilderness, and become lost; but all, down to the least
lamb, brought into the eternal fold. Not a grain of the precious
wheat left to fall to the ground, but all winnowed and gathered into
the heavenly garner. Not a poor pilgrim lost on the road, who has
trodden the weary pathway of life, often tired and waywarn, yet
finally reaching his home of everlasting rest. Not a jewel missing
from the many crowns that rest upon the head of the dear Redeemer.
No, no! God will make up His jewels; all will be there, not one
missing.
Oh! then, dear friends, what say you to the precious passage we
engrave upon the stone that marks the spot where the dear remains
of one so loved lie so peacefully ~ I cannot help adding, as I think
of her, never did husband more deeply love his wife than the unworthy writer, but. "Jesus loved heT 'I1wj'e," and so He took her to
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Himself. He had lent her long, and now He recalled her to live with
Him for ever. "The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away;
blessed be the name of the Lord." I will close with an incident to
the point. This day I took up my dear one's diary, and found written
in her own hand-writing the following:Januaj'y 2nd, 1886.-" This body shall rise a glorified body," were
words uttered by my dear husband during sleep, and tMee times
repeated. For the first time, I heard, but scarcely caught; then said,
"What, dear?" Again the utterance came more clearly; then I asked
again, "What did you say, dear?" With distinctness which I could
never forget, came with emphasis the same words, "This body shall j'ise
a ylO1'ified body." Sleep was heavy upon the dear man, and I was left
reflecting, wondering and adoring, that such sweet assurance should l)e
given him. Surely it is to the Christian that songs are given in the
night. "I sleep, but my heart waketh." "So He giveth His beloved
sleep." Oh, what repose, to lie down in confidence that We have a
building not made with hands, eternal in the heavens"! but were my
faith as strong as my dear husband's, I should have more confidence and
more rejoicing.
H

Dear one! my words, three times told in the deaJ of the night, are
true concerning thee. Farewell, till we join thee above.
"Deep interred in earth's dark womb
The mould'ring body lies;
But the Christian from the tomb
Shall soon triumphant rise."
Bltj·ton-on-Tj·ent.
HUMILIATION.
WRITTEN IN THE FURNACE.
H Ye know the gj'ace of OUj' Lord Jesus
Ch,'ist, that, though He was j'ich, yet
fOj' YOtW sakes He became poor, that ye tMottgh His poverty might be rich."2 CORINTHI.A.NS viii. 9.
DEA.R Lord, I often think of Thee,
A smile from Thee will often cheer
My saddest days of gloom:
'When on my downy bed;
Thou hadst not, in Thy poverty,
But not a twinkling star was near,
To light Thee-to the tomb.
A place to lay Thy head.

How oft, when tribulation lowers,
These rebel hearts repine;
But what are all my darkest hours,
Compared, dear Lord, with Thine?

In all my pain and weariness,
Pity and help abound;
But in Thine hour of sore distress,
No help for Thee was found.

Beneath Thy people's dreadful load,
Thou didst in meekness bow;
Didst bear for them the wrath of
God,
And they are guiltless now.
Scarborottgh.

Dear Jesus, when my soul would
be
Fretful beneath the rod;
Submission let me learn of Thee,
My Saviour, and my God.

W. S.

ROB1NSON.

PRAYER is so mighty an instrument that no one ev-er thoroughly
mastered all its keys. They sweep along the infinite scale of man's
want~ and God's goodness.-Hugh Miller.
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E~HOES FROM NETLEY COTTAGE.
" The mountains shall bl'ing peace to the people."-PSALi\{ lxxii. 3.
THERE are some mountains mentioned in the Word of God which
bring dismay and trouble to His children, and concerning which they
cry, "Oh that Thou wouldest rend the heavens and come down, that
the mountains might flow down at Thy presence" (Isaiah lxiv. 1).
Some of these are referred to doubtless in the second chapter of
Solomon's Song, as "Mountains of Bether" (or divisions, verse 17), and
are understood in the light of the words, "Your iniquities have separated
between you and your God."
Yes, beloved, sin stands specially as a barrier between the Lord and
His child, when he is conscious of having wandered from His precepts;
and then there are mountains of difficulty and sorrow also, which seem
sometimes to stand as hindrances to his progress in the heavenward
journey. Bllt what are these mountains which "Shall bring peace to
the people" ~ l\fethinks they are those spoken of in the thirty-sixth
Psalm, "Thy mercy, 0 Lord, reacheth unto the heavens; and Thy faithfulness unto the clouds. Thy righteousness standeth like the strong
mountains; Thy judgments are like the great deep" (ver. 5, 6, Prayer
Book Version).
Here are the mountain fastnesses into which the child of God
retreats when hunted by the enemy; or upon these glorious heights he
shall feed and lie down, and none shall make him afraid. Look at
them, beloved, for a moment! Divine mercy! Divine faithfulness!
Divine righteousness! How stupendous the beauty of these towering
summits! How favoured the soul which is permitted to explore them!
Poor sin-sick, trembling offender against Diyine justice, that was an
awful height to thee, but see! from its slopes rolled down a mighty
stream-the Jordan (judgment); and as it descended, gathered force,
and into it thou must have been for ever cast, but for the grace of
Him who voluntarily went beneath its fearful waves, and now this other
slope of mercy can bring thee peace! Truly in the Person of the God-man,
the sinless Substitute of His Church, "Mercy rejoiceth against judgment."
Beloved, has it br0ught peace to thee ~ If thou hast cried, "God
be merciful to me the sinner," and art looking for it in and through
Jesus, it shall assuredly bring thee peace, and thou shalt bear testimony
to its preciousness (Psalm xxxvi. 7, P.B.v.); its plenteousness (Psalm
lxxxvi. 5); its vastness and its duration (Psalm ciii. 11, 17). Yea,
thou shalt sing of mercy and judgment, and find expression in the
language of ~he poet"A debtor to mercy alone,
Of covenant mercy I'll sing;
Nor fear, with Thy righteousness on,
My person and offerings to bring.
.. The terrors of law a,nd of God
With me 'can have nothing to do,
My Saviour's obedience and blood
Hide all my transgressions from view."
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But again, Divine faithfulness reaches unto the i'ouds>! " Here is
another "mountain" which brings peace to the peo e. • J,ehovah is
ever faithful to His promises to His people. "H h He said, and
shall He not do it 1" is oft-times the argument of His tempted,
harassed, and perplexed child. "Hath He spoken, and shall He not
make it good 1" Yea, tried, weary, and distressed one, He is faithful
that promised. His name is "God, that cannot lie." Yea, we are
told, "The Strength of Israel will not lie nor repent." When pro·
vidences appear contrary to promises, when faith is put into the furnace
to be tried, may this mountain bring peace to thy troubled heart.
"If we believe not, yet He abideth faithful. He cannot deny Himself."
"Zion's Friend in nothing alters,
Though all others may and do;
His is love that never falters,
Always to it~ object true.
Happy ZiOIi,
Crowned with mercies ever new."
Lastly, beloved, notice the words, "Thy righteousness standeth like
the strong mountains." 'Whether we view this word, "righteousness,"
in reference to the right dealings of J ehovah with His people, or as
the right doing of J ehovah·Jesus for them, it is a glorious summit
on which they can rest in peace and calm tranquillity.
Look at it first as J ehovah's righteous dealings with His saints.
What can quiet thy mind amid the surging waves of sorrow or the
tempestuous billows of tribulation 1 Is it not this consideration, "The
ways of the Lord are right" 1 He, whose loving eye is ever upon
Ris people, weighs out their sorrows, and measures out their pains,
He cannot err, He must do right! Yea," The Lord is righteous in
all His ways, and holy (or merciful, or bountiful, margin) in all His
works" (Psalm cxlv. 17); and sooner or later we shall be brought
to exclaim, "I know, 0 Lord, that Thy judgments are right, and
that Thou in faithfulness hast afflicted me" (Psalm cxix. 75).
" 'Tis the right way, though dark and rough;
Mysterious, yet 'tis plain enongh:
And we, when faith is turned to sight.
Shall see the ways of God were right."
Then, taking the other view of the word, we see that the righteousness of the Lord Jesus Ohrist is another "mountain " whioh
brings peace to His people. If they consider their own ways, even
since they were regenerated, day by day they have to confess they
do the things they ought not to do, and leave undone the things
they ought to do, and this consideration often bows them down with
sorrow, and fills them with dismay; but it is gloriously true that
"The work of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of righteousness quietness and assurance for ever" (Isaiah xxxii. 17). Peace
was made once and for ever by the doing and dying of the Lord
Jesus, and quietness is produced in the soul whenever that righteousness is revealed to it by the Holy Ghost.
Beloved, may these "mountains" bring peace to thee amid all the
conflict, strife, and turmoil of life, for the Lord Jesus Ohrist's sake.
Amen.
K. B.
T

""
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"And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not
the prornise,' God having p?'ovided some better thing for us, that they without
1tS should not be made perfect."-HEBREws xi. 39, 40.
PAUL speaks of twelve better things, in his Epistle to the Hebrews.
It is like Peter with his heart full, as he writes of a precious Jesus,
precious blood, precious promises, and precious faith.
And here Paul's affections are centred on an exaltad living Christ,
far above all heavens, whilst he addresses those also who love "these
things" concerning "this same J eSlls, " Yes, he must exalt Him as
bettm' than angels-far better than His antitype, Melchisedec, and then following on the order of the priesthood, he says, "By so much was Jesus
made a Surety of a better testament," sealed by the Surety's all-precious
and atoning blood, to the perfect satisfaction of the Father. Thus, as
the Great High Priest, He is the Mediator of a better covenant established upon better p1'Omises, since secured to His own by the Lord
of glory. And, following up the subject, Paul goes on to show how
in all the types and shadows beautifully as they were ordered to set
forth the Gospel, "It was therefore necessary" (he says) "that the
patterns of things in the heavens should be purified with these; but
the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these." Nothing
can enter there that defileth; then the blood of the Lamb slain from
the foundation of the world, God's better sac1'ifice, must be offered and
avail. That was, "The blood that speaketh better things than that of
Abel."
Then in the "faith" chapter, where the Apostle has been recounting
the sufferings, afflictions, and deaths of the witnesses for God ill all
ages, those who by reason of the severity of their afflictions tl'eated
them as in "deaths oft," and their deliverance therefrom as from
death itself, he says, many forfeited their liberty and life, counting
not their lives dear unto them, "not accepting deliverance, that they
might obtain a better resu?'rection." By faith we now look forward to the
time when He who hath delivered us all our lives, plucked us as
brands from the burning, wrought delivering wonders for His Israel
times without number, shall finally call us home to rest, and await
that bett~r resurrection, which is the portion of every elect vessel of mercy.
Again, "Whilst the law made nothing perfect, the bringing in of a
better hope did." Where the law failed, the Gospel conquered. Where
the law ended, the Gospel commenced, with its bright and healing rays,
by that better hope, whereby we draw, or are drawn, nigh unto God.
Yet another" better," Paul 1 Yes; looking back upon his afflictions and
suffering, and his companions' goodness to him under them, he says,
"For ye had compassion of me in my bonds, and took joyfully the
spoiling of your goods, knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven
a better and an enduring substance." The Greek there signifies salvation.
Thereby, as it were, doubling their salvation; for as they are saved,
plucked from danger and destruction now, so shall they be. saved by
that better and enduring salvation hereafter. In the Proverbs we find
the same word used by the wise man, "That I may cause them that
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love me to inherit substance." We have seen the Greek word for
substance is salvation. The Hebrew renders it, that which is; and another
version translates it, the I AM. So, have we not Ohrist Jesus as the
far better sum and substance of all our salvation, hope, and desire 7
Again, these pilgrims and sojourners are reminded of that better country,
whither their worn and weary feet are tending, looking forward, in
bright anticipation of what that better country shall prove to us.
The half or all its beauty and loveliness could never be told us here;
we must reacb tbe eternal shores, and spend an eternity in discovering all the glories of Emmanuel's land to our astonished gaze. Now we
are in the lowlands. Here our walk in the valleys is oft-times saddened
and our comfort marred by its damps and mists. "The shadows of
the evening are stretched out," and" Rough clouds will intervene,
And all my prospect flies;
Like Noah's dove, I flit between
Rough seas and stormy skies."
But what of that whither our footsteps tend onward, ever onward,
to that land of light and glory 7 Heavenly mansions prepared, glory
in store, a never-ending life of "fulness of joy." Is it a small
thing that in anticipation thereof, Paul should remind us that, "In
heaven we have a better and an enduring substance" 7
" I change, He changeth not,
The Christ can never die;
His love, not mine, the resting place,
His truth, not mine, the tie."
Lastly, He has also "provided sorne bette?' thing for us." "And these
all, baving obtained a good report through faith, received not the
promise: God having provided some better thing for us, that they
without us should not be made perfect" (Heb. xi. 39, 40). God
having foreseen, as the margin says, some better thing for us, that
in the "waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our
body," the resting in hope of them tbat sleep in Jesus, and the final
gathering together of the whole elect body in Him, their risen, exalted,
and glorified Head, we may be glorified together in Him, never again
to be separated.
"Some better thing." This is our waiting time. Here we are at school,
taught and trained.
Here we are as the waiting virgins, with
trimmed lamps in hand, waiting the coming of the Bridegroom. The
Old Testament saints had looked and longed and waited for the
coming of Ohrist. And we are thus looking, longing, and waiting for
His coming again. They had Ohrist by promise, we are in possession
of Him who was promised. They believed, lived in faith, looked
forward to Him who was to come; we see this same" Jesus who was
made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned
with glory and honour; that He by the grace of God should taste
death for every man."
Thus we in our dispensation, and they in theirs, have had thi~
expectant longing. There is always hope in the hear ( the believer,
T 2
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because J ehovah has implanted it, and Jesus has begotten us again
unto a lively hope. However cast down, shaken, or dismayed with
this thorny wilderness-dealing, there is yet a little hope, which has
been nurtured within by Israel's Divine Keeper; and this springs up
afresh, and is rekindled by the very thing that goes contrary to flesh
and blood. Hope on, beloved. There is heaven yet to come, and
there is thy better thing reserved for you. Ohrist is all thy desire;
He will one day prove Himself to thee, without the fickleness or
shadow of a change, which now oft-times veils thy mind and distresses
thine heart-He will one day (and for some of us, we bless Him that
day is not very far distant) reveal Himself amid the glory and
splendour of His kingdom, as "The Ohiefest among ten thousand,
and the altogether Lovely One."
Then, after all the thorns and
briars of this journey, you will bless the guiding hand and heart
of Him who has brought you through flood and flame, to show
you that better thing, which His love from all eternity provided, and
His mercy has preserved in heaven for you. May this hope cheer
you, may its prospect be bright and clear; and if the clouds are dark
over your head, may you be enabled with faith's eye to pierce
beyond, into those realms of light, where there is yet reserved some
better thing for you, who are "kept by the power of God, through
faith unto salvation."
" Thy purpose crOlised, each sunny prospect clouded,
Still to His changeless promise may'st thou cling;
Although His plan may be in darkness shrouded,
J ehovah hath reserved 'Bome better thing.' "
R.
HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY ~"
"The linen clothes."-JoHN xx. 5.
THIS Easter-day shall we only stoop down and look into the sepulchre,
or, following the earnest seekers for Jesus, by minute investigation and
prayer, dive into the" deep that coucheth beneath" surface lessons ~ The
Holy Spirit, inspiring the Gospel writers, has been very explicit about
the linen clothes in which the body of our Lord was laid in the tomb,
and year by year the desire has grown to understand what He designs
to teach us thereby.
"To-day if ye will hear His voice, harden not
your hearts." "If there be an Interpreter, ask Him!" " If any of
you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, who giveth to all men liberally,
and upbraideth not, and it shall be given." With such promises, shall
not our hearts reply, "Lord, give me wisdom, for I lack it; interpret
this Word, for I want understanding" ~
Matthew characterizes the linen clothes as clean, and Mark as "fine
linen," both leading our minds to Revelation xix. 8. Luke notices
His body being wrapped in linen, as he had done, wrapped in swaddling
clothes, at His birth. John records more fully the exact position in
which they were found-not hastily thrown together, not taken away,
but laid in order, as by design not to be overlooked!
Oonsecutive daily reading led to the notice of Leviticus xvi. 23, fitting
exactly as Old and New Testament lattice work. "My Beloved showeth
"WHERE
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Himself through the lattice" (801. Song ii. 9). On that momentous day,
Aaron, arrayed in holy linen garments, having offered the sin-offering
and made atonement, took a censer of burning coals from off the altar
before the Lord, and, his hands full of sweet incense, brought it within
the veil, and also sprinkled the blood of the sin.offering seven times
before the mercy-seat. No man was to be with him when he went in
nor until he came out, and had made atonement for his household and for
all the congregation of Israel. (The sheep of His pasture He knows by
their bleating, the praying Israelites are indeed wrestlers.) Then after
the very solemn transaction of confessing "All their iniquities and all
their transgressions in all their sins" upon the head of the live goat,
to be carried away to a land not inhabited, it is said, "Aaron shall
come into the tabernacle of the congregation, and shall put ojj the
linen garments which he put on when he went into the holy place,
and shall leave them there."
Just so, having made atonement with His own blood, He entered
into the holy place, "through the rent vail," that is to say, His flesh,
having obtained eternal redemption for us; and that this scripture might
be fulfilled, where He made the atonement He put off the linen clothes.
" Now in the place where He was crucified was a garden, and in the
garden a sepulchre; there they laid Jesus." "He shall put off the
linen garments, and shall leave them there." The disciples "saw the
linen clothes lying." Further it is said of Aaron, "He shall wash his
flesh in water, and put on his garments, and come forth and offer his
burnt-offering." Does not this find interpretation in the words, "Who
through the Eternal Spirit" (the water), "offered Himself without spot
to God"~ (Heb. ix. 14). "Being put to death in the flesh, but quickened
in the spirit" (1 Pet. iii. 18, R.V.) "This is He that came by water . . .
and blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is
truth" (1 John v. 6). Aaron's garments, as distinguished from the linen
garments worn when he made atonement, were "for glory and for
beauty." So did our great High Priest come forth, having "put ?n
His garments" of glory, salvation, and immortality, pre-eminently HIS,
as He rose from the dead-(thus the beloved John saw Him arrayed,
Rev. xiii. 15)-to present to God His whole burnt-offering, ascending
as the flame of the altar, which cannot be kept down to earth, because
"it was not possible He should be holden of death."
The difficulty still remained in the clause, "The napkin that was
about His head, not lying with the linen clothes, but wrapped together
in a place by itself." Evidently special attention is thus drawn to it,
as distinguished from the other garments. In response to the cry for
wisdom and for light, two passages were presented to mind. The linen
mitre on Aaron's head having correspondence to "the napkin that was
about His head," and thus pointing to Him as "the High Priest of
our profession," wearing the linen garments from head to foot. "The
fine linen is the righteousness of saints," and He had now" Made an
end of sin, and brought in everlasting righteousness," to be "imputed
to them that believe."
However glorious the other garments of Aaron m!ght be, with ?lue,
gold, purple, and scarlet, the mitre was never anythmg but fine lmen,
with the plate of the holy crown, and a writing like to t,he engraving
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of a signet, "Holiness to the Lord." So to-day the Holy Ghost directs
our thoughts from the crown of thorns to the holy crown and mitre
of our High Priest, "Declared to be the Son of God with power,
according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead"
(Rom. i. 4).
Thus gloriously the mist clears away! Blessed be our God for this
attestation, in "the napkin wrapped together in a place by itself," that
humble seekers to unwrap its folds may find, "Holiness to the Lord,"
written there! Had there been a flaw, a single coarse thread, in the
fine linen of righteousness He wrought out for the saints; had there
been aught contra~y to, instead of "according to the spirit of holiness,"
there would have been no resurrection from the dead! "Tbou wilt
not suffer Thine Holy One to see corruption."
Blessed, too, the thought that He left the linen clothes, not for o~r
contemplation only, but that by faith we may realize our interest III
His death, "By whom we have now received the atonement," that we
may also be partakers of His resurrection. Oh, to enter more and
more fully into the mystery of union with Him in death and resurrection ! And though we too may wear the linen clothes in the tomb,
like our Forerunner, we shall "leave them there," at the voice of the
Resurrection and the IJife, calling us to "Come forth!"
Some have thought tbese linen clothes were removed by the ministry
of the two angels seen by Mary Magdalene (John xx. 12). But it is
written of Aaron, "He shall put them' off;" and, "All things must
needs be fulfilled which are written in the law of Moses, and in the
prophets, and in the psalms, concerning Me" (Luke xxiv. 44), is our
Lord's testimony. Mighty Conqueror of death! as in a garden man
lost original righteousness, and first needed garments to cover sin and
shame, having made atonement, and brought in everlasting righteousness, Thou didst rise triumphant over death, and leave the garments
there!
L~icester.

MARY.

THE PORTRAIT.-THE LATE PASTOR D. ALLEN.*
THE subject of this Portrait was born at Wilbey, in Suffolk, in the
year 1824. When but a young man in the prime of life, he left
England for the colonies, and laboured for some years very successfully as a missionary in the gold fields around Victoria, where he
was afterwards appointed minister to one of the Baptist Churches
there, and subsequently became pastor of the Baptist Church in
Castlereagh Street, Sydney, where he ministered nntil the time of his
death. He was the Editor of the Australian Baptist Ma,gazine, and
Author of, History of the Convents, An Antidote to Infidelity, and
Worship of the Spirit, and by his pen and voice bravely defended
the principles of the Reformation. His last audible words were,
"Serve Him."
* We are indebted to the Editor of the Earthen Vessel for this brief sketch of
Mr. ALLEN'S life. The Portrait was found among Dr. DOUDNEY'S papers, and
handed to us.
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THE J... ATE PASTOR D. ALLEN.
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CHARLES WESLEY.
IN Hymn W1'ite1's and their Hymns, by the Rev. S. W, CHRISTOPHERS,
he says: "It has occurred to some that one of CHARLES W ESLEY'S
most glorious hymns may have sprung into life under the influence of
circumstances distinctive of some remarkable point on his personal way
through life; that being supposed, the hymn may be classed with
Hymns by the Way. The hymn in question is the one of which
WATTS, with great nobility of spirit, said, "That single poem,
'Wrestling Jacob,' is worth all the verses which I have ever
written."
We have been so melted in love to Jesus while reading the
following sweetly experimental poem, that we must give it to others
to share our joy, especially as we believe it is not oue generally
known.
WRESTLING JACOB.
COME! 0 thou Traveller unknown,
Whom still I hold, but cannot
see;
My company before is gone,
And I am left alone with Thee.
With Thee all night I mean to stay,
And wrestle till the break of day.
I need not tell Thee who I am,
My misery or sin declare;
Thyself hast called me by my n!tme;
Look on Thy hands, and read it
there!
But Who, I ask Thee, Who -art
Thou?
Tell me Thy name, and tell me now.
In vain Thou strugglest to get free,
I never will unloose my hold;
Art thou the Man that died for
me?
The secret of Thy love unfold.
Wrestling, I will not let Thee go
Till I Thy name, Thy nature know.
Wilt Thou not yet to me reveal
Thy new, unutterable Name?
Tell me, I still beseech Thee, tell;
'fo know it now, resolved I am.
Wrestling, I will not let Thee go
Till I Thy name, Thy nature know.
'Tis all in vain to hold Thy tongue,
Or touch the hollow of my thigh;
Though every sinew be unstrung,
Out of my arms Thou shalt not
fly.
Wrestling, I will not let Thee go
Till I Thy name, Thy nature know.

What though my shrinking flesh
complain,
And murmur to contend so long?
I rise superiol' to my pain,
"When I am weak, then I am
strong" ;
And when my all of strength shall
fail,
I shall with the God.Man prevail.
My strength is gone, my nature
dies,
I sink beneath Thy weighty
hand;
Faint to revive, and fall to rise;
I fall, and yet by faith I stand:
I stand, and will not let Thee go
Till I Thy name, Thy nature
know.
Yield to me now, for I am weak,
But confident in self-despair;
Speak to my heart, in blessings
speak,
Be conquered by my instant
prayer:
Speak, 01' Thou never hence shalt
move,
And tell me if Thy name is Love.
'Tis Love! 'tis Love! Thou diedst for
me!
I hear Thy whisper in my
heart!
The morning breaks, the shadows
flee,
Pure, universal Love Thou art.
To me, to all, Thy bowels move,
Thy nature and Thy name is Love.
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Thy prayer hath power with God; , The Sun of Righteousness on me
the grace
Hath rose with healing in His
Unspeakable I now receive;
wings;
Through faith I see Thee face to Withered my nature's strength, from
face,
Thee
I see Thee face to face, and live:
My soul its life and succour brings:
In vain I have not wept and strove,
1\ly help is all laid up above,
Thy nature and Thy name is Love.
Thy nature and Thy name is Love.
I know Thee, Saviom', who Thou art,
Jesus, the feeble sinner's Friend!
Nor wilt Thou with the night de·
part,
But stay, and love me to the end!
'fhy mercies never shall remove,
Thy nature and Thy name is Love.

Contented now upon my thigh
I halt, till life's short journey end;
All helplessness, all weakness, I
On Thee alone for strength de·
pend;
Nor have I power from Thee to move,
Thy nature and Thy name is Love.

Lame as I am, I take the prey,
Hell, earth, and sin with ease o'ercome;
I leap for joy, pursue my way,
And as a bounding hart fly home;
Through all eternity to prove,
Thy nature and Thy name is Love.
CHARLES WESLEY.

(ExtractedJr-011t

11

The Br-itish Poets," HU1nlJhr-ey Wanl Edition.)

THE NEED OF W ATOHFULNESS OVER SELF.

"Let hirn that thinketh he stCl1uleth lake heed lest he fall."
-1 OORINTHIA?\S x. 12.
A NOST necessary scriptural admonition. I never felt it more than
when I once saw a Ohristian man, who had a peculiar gift for writing
hymns of a most melting and telling character, and I am sure, at the
time, his prayers seemed most precious and unctuous. But, alas! for
that treacherous heart within and the power of the Wicked One, I
saw that man fall, and woefully fall too. I have no doubt he was by
terrible judgments brought back again to the feet of Jesus, but I
never read our admonition without remembering his case. And now
another instance to the point is before us. We read of the sad end
of a hymn writer: "Everybody (says the Chri.stian World) knows the
popular hymn in Sankey's collection, 'A Light in the Window for
thee.' The author of it, E. W. DUNBAR, ha.s just died miserably as
a tramp in Ooffeeville Gaol, Kansas. DUNBAR was formerly a singing
evangelist, but he fell into vicious ways, and was incorrigible. No
'light in the window' could entice him back to virtue. His fate
reminds us of the outcast author of 'Home, Sweet Home.'''
Oh t deal' friends, we need God's sustaining and resisting grace every
hour of our lives.
THE higher a bird flies, the more out of danger he is: and the
higher a Ohristian soars above the world, the safer are his comforts.

-Sparke.
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PASTORAL NOTES.
HELPERS.
WHAT would a pastor do without helpers 1 He would often fare
badly indeed. Union is strength, and united action and mutual aid
are sometimes invaluable. Among my most valuable helpers have been
my curates. I have reason to remember them with affection and
gratitude. The population of my first parish increased so rapidly
after my appointment to it, that I soon found that I needed a fellowworker; but there was little or no prospect of obtaining one until I
received a letter from good Bishop W ALDEGRAVE to the following
effect :-" Would not a curate be a great help to you 1 I have thought
of a plan by which you could obtain a stipend for one. The Rector
of - - is obliged to leave his parish for some time on account of the
serious illness of his wife, and he wants some one to take charge of
it. If you would take charge of it (with the aid of a curate), the
Rector would pay you a sum which would be equivalent to the chief
part of a curate's salary, and I would make up the remaining part."
How kind of the dear Bishop! The parish alluded to was a country
one, within easy walking distance of mine, and with Ba small a population and so small a church, that the charge of it would be a comparatively light matter. I therefore gratefully accepted the offer; and
soon afterwards, a suitable candidate for ordination having appeared,
he was duly ordained by the Bishop as my first curate. The arrangement respecting the second parish did not last very long, but after it
came to an end the excellent Church Pastoral Aid Society came to my
help, and made me a grant year by year for several years, which
enabled me to obtain the services of a succession of curates. They
were good and devoted men, and they were an immense help to me,
but they differed very much from one another in several important
respects.
One curate was a very pleasant and attractive-looking young fellow,
who seemed to be exceedingly intellectual. When he had been duly
accepted and ordained, it was arranged that he should preach his first
s€rmon on the ensuing Sunday evening. The evening arrived, and I
naturally expected that those who were present would hear an ordinary
first sermon, marked by some nervousness, perhaps, and by some crudeness of manner or speech. But, to our great surprise, when my yo.ung
assistant ascended the pulpit, he spoke with all the ease of a practIsed
speaker, and with wonderful power.
He had a sweet-toned voice,
which reminded me of the sound of rippling water; and as he expressed
in the most felicitous way truths which seemed to be the result of the
deepest study of God's Word, and the outcome of extensive experience,
it appeared as if we must be listening to some veteran and renowned
preacher, rather than to a mere beginner. I thought, "What a future
is in_store for this dear young man! here is a 'VHITE~IELD, .or a
MACNEILE, or a STOWELL in embryo! If he can preach hke thIS at
the beginning of his course, how will he preach after some practice
and experience in it! Surely the Master must be about to use him
for the accomplishment of a great work."
His second sermon was like
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his first, and so were a few sermons which followed. Preaching seemed
to be no effort to him, and certainly it gave pleasure and profit to those
who heard it. But one morning he calleJ. upon me, and, to my great
surprise, said that he was about to leave me. I asked him what could
be the reason, was he unhappy in his work, or was he uncomfortable
at his lodgings 7 No, he replied, it was not for any reason of that
kind that he was about to leave, but-pressing bis hand to bis forebeadhe said that he had suffered greatly from headaches lately, and that
they had become so much worse, that he had been compelled to consult
a doctor. ,The doctor had insisted upon his giving up all mental and
ministerial work, and taking complete rest for a time j and he had also
told him that he should strongly advise him not to attempt to preach
extempore again, supposing that he were sufficiently restored, after a
time of rest, to resume preaching, but that he ought always to use a
manuscript. I begged him to take a time of complete rest without
resigning his curacy, in the hope that in God's gracious providence he
might be restored to sufficient strength to resume his duties j but he
replied that he did not think that that would be fair to me or to the
congregation. I suggested that his college course, and his preparati~n
for the Bishop's examination, had in all probability been a severe stram
upon him, but that the effect of that strain might be expected to pass
away in time. He replied that that might be the case, but that
neverthelass he felt it to be clearly his duty to resign j he said that he
had a home to go to with a near relative in the south, and that he had
made up his mind to go there, and await the indications of God's will
respecting his future course. Accordingly, he resigned his curacy, and
left me. I heard of him indirectly occasionally afterwards j and I
understood that there was little or no prospect of his health being
restored. Several years passed away, when happening to be in the
neighbourhood of London on a Sunday, and near a church where he
sometimes preached, I went there, hoping to hear him. He preached j
but as soon as he gave out his text and began his sermon, it was evident
that there was a great change. He had a manuscript before him, and
he read from it very distinctly j but where were the former beautifully
modulated tones of his sweet voice 7 Where was the earnest, and, at
times, almost impassioned manner 7 Where were the fresh and striking
thougbts, expressed in such happily chosen words 7 and-as I looked
Jlround at the congregation-I could but ask, where were the intensely
riveted gaze, and the rapt attention, which were so plainly observable
in his hearers when he first preached 7--all were gone! the glory
had departed! How mysterious sometimes are the ways of Divine
Providence! One would have imagined that that young and gifted
minister would have had a great work to do in the Lord's vineyard, and
that he would have been specially strengthened to do it j but the Lord
had other purposes respecting him. Not long after the day when I
heard him· preach that last-mentioned sermon, he was called away to
his heavenly home.
Another curate was of a very different stamp. He was not a collegiate man, but he was ordained as "a literate." I believe that he was
a true man of God, and very desirous to do his duty to the be~t
of his ability; but he had several strange peculiarities. He was a
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man of high stature and large proportions; he had long hair, and a
profusion of whiskers and beard; he wore large bands and an immense
black gown in the pulpit; these bands and gown he kept on after he
had preached, and he walked home in them; and, as he went along with
gigantic strides, and the wind inflated his gown, the effect was so
decidedly peculiar, that it was no wonder that it attracted the attention
of the persons whom he met, and that it called forth the exclamation
of the street boys, "Hey, here's a guy!" When preaching, after
announcing his text, he had a· habit of vigorously turning over the
leaves of the big Bible before him, as if he were searching for some
additional texts to illustrate his subject, and when he came to the
last page, he closed the book, but immediately re-opened it, and
turned over the leaves in the opposite direction. This he continued
to do all through his sermon. He was a most diligent visitor,
and went from house to house throughout the parish with the most
praiseworthy regularity; but the effect of his visits was greatly marred
by the peculiar manner in which he made them. With a big notebook and pencil in hand, he gave a thundering knock at each door,
and when it was opened, he asked abruptly ever-so-many questions
about the inhabitants, and formally entered each answer in his notebook, as if he were a Government official taking a census. Some of
the people, indeed, supposed that he was such, and others that he
was a new tax-gatherer! He did not remain with me long, for some
of the members of my congregation informed me that they could not
endure his peculiarities, and that they would be obliged to leave the
congregation if he remained as ~urate. I was therefore compelled to
give him a hint that he would probably be able to carry on his Master's
work more comfortably and acceptably elsewhere, and that he had
better seek for another curacy. He took the hint kindly, and soon
bade us farewell. I heard from him afterwards, and the particulars
which he gave seemed to indicate that his services were valued, and
that the Lord was blessing him in his new sphere.
A third curate was a delightful fellow-worker. He came to me
through a source which I could not help regarding with some
suspicion; and he was so genial and pleasant, and he seemed so
anxiolls to obtain the curacy, that at first I hesitated to accept him.
I knew that it might be very difficult to get rid of him if he were
once accepted; and what if his genial manner was put on, and he was
afterwards to develop Ritualistic tendencies, or try to introduce
innovations which I abhorred 1 One regrets being suspicious, and yet
sometimes one cannot help being so in this world of deception.
There was no solid foundation, however, in this case for my
suspicions. When the dear man was accepted and ordained, he
proved to be all that I could wish him to be. His extremely genial
manner was perfectly natural to him, and never changed. He was
a most devoted servant of the Lord Jesus; and the more I knew of
him, the more I loved him. He was a most diligent worker, and
never allowed himself any recreation, unless it was taking part in a
treat to the choir, or to the Sunday School childrAn, or something of
that kind. He seemed continuously under the impression that his
time was short, and that he ought to do as much work as he
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possibly could do. I scarcely ever knew anyone who was more full
of sympathy for others and of kindly interest in their welfare than
he was. He was truly one who "wept with those who wept," and
"rejoiced with tbose that rejoiced." It was indeed a pleasure to
be associated with him, and to see his bright smile and ha.ppy face,
a face which seemed to mark a settled peace within, and a close
walk with God, When he had been with me two or three years, he
called one day and asked me to look at a small spot in one of bis
cheeks. I did so, but it seemea so insignificant that I thought that
it was hardly worth noticing, only that he said that it felt very
strange, and very unlike an ordinary spot. A few days afterwards
he called again, and said that he still felt uneasy about that spot,
and thought that he had better go to Edinburgh and consult a
distinguished surgeon there about it. He went to Edinburgh, and
upon his return I met him, and cheerily asked, "Well, what did the
doctor say about the spot, that it was of no consequence ~" The
dear man's countenance fell, he burst into tears, and it was two or
three moments ere he could command his voice sufficiently to say,
" It is cancel'!" Alas! it was only too true; the small spot soon
developed into a malignant cancer, which steadily spread over the
dear man's face. He underwent a terribly-painful operation, in which
half of his face was cut away; and the surgeons who performed the
operation said that they never had such a patient before, so calm,
and cheerful, and evidently so perfectly resigned to God's will
respecting him. But the operation was of no use, tbe deadly disease
speedily appeared again, and after much suffering, borne with
wonderful patience, the dear patient succumbed to it, and peacefully
fell asleep in Jesus. Even with his poor injured and mutilated face,
he spoke almost to the last, as far as he could, in his Master's name,
and he showed by loving acts his forgetfulness of self and his interest
in others.
" Servant of God, well done;
Rest from thy loved employ;
The battle fought, the victory won,
Enter thy Master's joy."
D. A. DOUDNEY.
01'15, Ha:;tingl5.
"LOOK HIGHER."
"I LOOKED for cheering words from you," said I j "you are old, have
trod the path of life, fought its battles, braved its storms, and now
within a few brief paces of your everlasting home. I thought your
language would have been encouraging to us who have the tedious
path to traveL"
"Look higher, my boy j look higher," was the
answer of my aged sire.-Musings, by D. A. D.

IT is better to have a good conscience, and be censured, than to
have a bad one, and be flattered.
FREE will establishes merit; free grace checks it. The sun is not
beholden to us because we borrow light from it, or the fountain because
we draw water.-Manton.
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NOTES BY THE WAY.
BY THE LATE EDITOR.
Sunday, J1.ly 8th, l888.-My morning meal this day was at the
Oircus Ohurch, under the singing of a hymn in the Oircus hymnbook. It seemed quite new to me, and was precious and refreshing.
In the evening I went to St. Luke's, and, sitting near the pulpit,
heard nearly every word of the sermon, it being only the fourth
sermon I have heard for the last two years. Hence it was the more
welcome.
My dear friend, the Rev. BASIL ALDWELL, has a
wonderful voice, especially when considering the fact that he has
reached his threescore years and ten.
He lacks not the Irish
warmth, and he had a glorious subject into which to throw his
whole heart and soul, as, indeed, he did. His text was first clause
1 Oorinthians xv. 10, "By the grace of God I am what I am." He
was not afraid, in these truth-diluting days, to testify of Divine
sovereignty, in that Paul was arrested, and stricken to the earth,
whilst those who journeyed with him were left in nature's darkness
and heathenism j nor did he shrink from again and again speaking,
in the course of his sermon, of "invincible grace "-30 despised and
obsolete term in this compromising age. Tho preacher showed what
Paul was, in his first-born state and condition, dwelling upon his
character as a persecutor of the saints, even unto death, and the
cleaving to his old nature, even after his conversion, of his self-will
and determined spirit, as shown in the prison at Philippi, in that he
would have the magistrates come and fetch them out of the prison,
and in regard to the contention with Barnabas.
The preacher
showed, moreover, the precious effects of self-and-sin-subduing and a11conquering grace, He closed his sermon with a sweet setting forth
of t.he fulness and freeness of grace; dwelling upon the fact that in
the case of the Apostle there was a precious pattern and example
of how the Lord was prepared to deal with the vel'y chief of
sinners.
The service concluded with the hymn, "Abide with me." It was
sung to the ,usual tune. I canno~ help remarking how great a
mistake it is to sing an old and familiar hymn to any other tune
than that with which it has been long identified. Especially in the
event of strangers from a distance being present, the knowledge of
both hymn and tune renders the service so much the more endearing,
and, although strangers in other respects, causes them to feel
themselves more at home. How often, under such circumstances,
those taught by the same Spirit, redeemed by the same blood,
personally acquainted with the same precious Ohrist, and looking
forward to the same eternal rest, feel a blessed bond of union
(unknown to each other as they may be in the flesh) with those
whom they expect ere long to meet above, as they unite in heart
and voice in one and another of the songs of Zion here below. In
the present instance the last verse of the hymn, "Abide with me,"
was omitted.
We presume this omission was in consequence of the occurrence
of the line, "Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes." Now,
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as a rule, we object to liberties being taken with hymns. Such
liberties are not fair to the authors; but we plead guilty to the
charge in regard to this particular hymn, for, when announcing the
hymn, verse by verse, as we usually do with the last hymn in the
service, we always say, "Hold Thou Thyself before my closing eyes."
There is all the difference between a Romish priest or a Popish
devotee holding a wooden or metal cross before a poor dying creature,
and the mind of the departing one being directed to the Person of a
precious Christ.
THE RAVEN'S GOD.
THE following was related to me some little time since by a Scripturereader of our town. It is another proof of the faithfulness of our
God, whose providence is the rich inheritance of His believing people.
How often in moments of distrust, when the basket of providence or
grace seems to be getting very short of. provision, comes the gentle
reminder and reproof, "Your heavenly Father feedeth them" (the
sparrows of His creation); "are ye not much better than they~'
May the simple, child-like faith of this poor woman encourage some
other who is t.ried, perhaps, far beyond what they can dare to breathe
into any ear save the Divine Sympathizer, Friend, and Brother, who,
knowing the straits they are placed in, has already arranged their
way of succour and support therein, and escape from, at His appointed
time:"Some time ago I had been visiting a poor, but rich woman; poor
in this world's goods, but rich in faith, and an heir of the kingdom.
She was bedridden, and her aged partner in life scarcely able to earn
enough to bring them bread for their daily food. Their room was
scantily furnished, consisting of bare necessities. Often the last crust
was gone for breakfast, and neither knew from what earthly source
the next meal would come. 'But He has never forsaken us!' she
would exclaim.
"Upon one of those days, sjle requested her husband to lay the
dinner cloth. ''''fiat's the use,' he asked, 'for me to put the cloth
on, when not so much as a crust remains in the cupboard ~ ,
" 'Lay the cloth,' she requested; but again the poor old man
demurred.
" 'Lay it, to please me, husband, for I know not how, but through
some . channel, my God shall supply me to-day; and I'm sure by
twelve o'clock we shall have our dinner.'
"Her husband now complied with her earnest request, yet wond~ring at her faith. Presently there was a knock at the door, and a
basket of good things handed in by an unknown visitor. 'And you
see, sir,' she added triumphantly, 'at twelve o'clock we had as good a
dinner as ever we could wish, and all supplied by the God of all our
mercies.' "
Reader, may this simple faith be ours, that in all things by prayer
and supplication we may make our request known unto our prayerhearing and prayer-answering God.
R.
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NOTES ON DIFFICULT TEXTS.

" Who will have {ill 'ii'ien to be saved, and to come 1mto the knowledge of
the tmth. For there is one God, and one Mediator between God and men,
the Man ChTist Jes1ls " who gave Himself a ransom fOT all, to be ttstified in
due time."-l TIMOTHY ii. 4-6.
THE above text is another good illustration how the persistent quotation
of a passage of Scripture in a wrong sense may cause it to be misunderstood
by some Ohristians, and to appear difficult of interpretation to others,
although it contains no inherent difficulty. How frequently this text
is quoted, with the view of showing that the Bible teaches general
redemption! It is again and again pointed to as a convincing proof
that God desires the salvation of every human being, and that Ohrist
gave Himself a ransom for every individual of Adam's race. But, with
a knowledge of the teaching of Scripture in general, it will be seen
that this cannot be the meaning of the passage, for holy Scripture
reveals God's purpose in Ohrist to save a chosen people, who are
redeemed by the death of Jesus (Eph. i. 3-11; Matt. i. 21; Acts xx.
28, &c.; see also Art. xvii. of the Ohurch of England).
We may well ask, If God "willeth that all men" (in the sense of
all mankind) "should be saved, and come to the knowledge of the
truth," how is it that any are lost ~ Is not salvation of the Lord ~
But the Gospel has not even been :sent to all. If Ohrist gave Himself
a ransom for all men (in the sense contended for, that is, for every
individual), how is it that so many of the ransomed are not delivered 1
If Ohrist died for all mankind, and yet some are not saved, it follows
that no man is saved by His death!
The word "all" is frequently used in Scripture in an indisputably
limited sense. It is said that there are about five hundred passages in
which this word is used in a restricted sense. [For examples, see Matt.
viii. 16 ; John xii. 32; 1 Oor. x. 33. ] In the passage we are considering,
the words, "all men," evidently mean, "all sorts and conditions of
men "-men of all ranks and classes among all nations. To determine
this, we examine the context from the beginning of the chapter. In
verses 1 and 2, the Apostle says, "I exhort therefore that, first of all"
(and this expression, ., first of all," seems to show that he is proceeding
to give instruction regarding the manner in which divine worship was
to be performed), "supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of
thanks be made for all men." Now," all men" here plainly does not
mean all mankind; it does not mean all men without exception, but
rather, all men without distinction. The introduction of "giving of
thcmks" proves this; for surely those for whom thanks are to be given
are not the same persons for whom supplications, &c., are to be made;
and therefore "all men" cannot be understood in the sense of all men
without exception. But if we understand the words as meaning all
ranks and classes of men among all nations, there is no difficulty in
the whole passage.
That this is the Apostle's meaning is clear from his own definition,
for he immediately adds, as if by way of illustration, "For kings, and
for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable
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life in all godliness and honesty." He then proceeds, "For this is
good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour, who will have
all men" (still men of all ranks, classes, conditions, and nations) "to
be saved, and to come to the knowledge of the truth."
Dr. GILL, on the authority of LIGHTFOOT, observes that an idea
prevailed among J udaizing Christians, in the primitive Churches, that
they should not pray for heathens and heathen magistrates; and we
learn from this Epistle that Timothy was left at Ephesus, to oppose
among other errors, that of "uncertain genealogies, by which individuals
endeavoured to trace their descent from Abraham, in the persuasion
that they would be saved, merely because they had Abraham to their
father" (Home'S Introdnct'ion, vol. iv., p. 372). Now if these mistakes
and errors were current, it is easy to understand the meaning of the
phrase, "all men," in this passage, and why it was employed.
And now mark the continuation of the inspired argument (verses 5
to 7); "Fm' there is one God, and one Mediator between God and men,
the Man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom for all." Now, what
is the force of this reasoning, if not to show, that as there is but one
God, and one Mediator between God and men, it is His will that men
of all nations, and men of all ranks, should be saved j even all those
for whom the Mediator gave Himself a ransom ~ God is not the God
of the Jews exclusively, nor yet of the Gentiles exclusively, still less
of any particular class of men exclusively. "There is one God, and
one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus" j and all
the saved are saved, not as Jews or Gentiles, kings or servants, but all
on the same footing, as men.
That this is the purport of the argument here is, 1 think, borne out
by a parallel passage in the third chapter of the Epistle to the Romans,
where it is asked (verse 29), "Is He the God of the Jews only? is He
not also of the Gentiles ~" and it is answered, "Yes, of the Gentiles
also: seeing it is mLe God, which shall justify the circumcision by faith,
and uncircumcision through faith." A similar argument is here used
to prove that God is not the God of the Jewish nation only.
It is further elucidated and clenched by the words which follow
those we have already considered. The sixth and seventh verses read,
"Who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time"
(" the testimony to be borne in its own times" R. V.) "Whereunto 1
am ordained a preacher, and an apostle, (1 speak the truth in Christ,
and lie not j) a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and verity."
Why
does he speak of himself at this juncture as a teacher of the Gentiles,
if not to show that it was in this way the testimony was to be borne
that Christ gave Himself a ransom for all-for men of every state and
condition, rank and quality, among both Jews and Gentiles ~ And this
testimony has been borne ever since. All the true successors of the
Apostles, the sent ministers of Christ, have ever reiterated the Gospel
thus expressed by Paul, writing to the Romans; "If thou" (whosoever
thou art) "shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt
believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou
shalt be saved. For there is no difference between the Jew and the
Greek j for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon Him.
For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved."
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How is it, we may now inquire, that the doctrine of a limited or
particular redemption meets with so much opposition ~ Is it not
because it brings matters to a crisis with regard to personal salvation;
completely humbles the sinner, and gives (tU the glory of salvation to
God in His Trinity of Persons ~ If Christ died only for the Church,
it is evident that the saved sinner's faith must be fixed upon Christ's
finished work alone; but if Christ died for all mankind,- then something must be added to His merits in order to be saved!
After speaking upon this subject, many years ago, at a large clerical
meeting in Manchester, a clergyman remarked to me, " Your doctrine"
(of particular redemption) "would take away my hope." It is to be
feared this is the case with many so-called Evangelicals. They have
not yet been brought to see that Christ's merits (tlone can procure their
pardon and justification. They do not know, or at least clearly
realize, that salvation is by God's free grace in Christ from first to
last; that sinners are "justified freely by His grace, THROUGH THE
REDEMPTION THAT IS IN CHRIST JESUS." Their faith is not that
divine principle which"Claims no merit of its own,
But looks for all in Christ."
Blessed be God, if they are His children, they will sooner or later be
brought by the Holy Spirit's teaching to realize their guilty and
ruined condition in the fall, and be made willing to be saved by free
and sovereign grace; for it is true of the whole Church of Christ:
"By grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: ~t
is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast. For ~e
are His workmanship" (Eph. ii. 8-10).
In conclusion, let not any think that the advocates of a limited and
efficacious redemption wish to reduce the number of the save,d. No,
we only contend for the sovereignty of God, who declares: "It is not
of him that willeth, or of him that runneth, but of God that showeth
mercy." We rejoice whenever we behold that mercy extended to any;
we despair not of the salvation of any, when we remember the power
and grace of our God; and we would constantly proclaim to all, that,
"God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life" ;
but we do desire that the infinite value' of Ohrist's death should be
upheld, and the Scripture truth maintained, that, '" By one offering He
hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified" (Heb. x. 14). Indeed
we see no other way of salvation.
And let the opponents of this truth ponder this fact, that granting
the truth of the doctrine of' a limited redemption, no fewer will be
saved than if general redemption were true, i~ the way taught by so
many; for they will surely join with us in the belief that," hone will
be saved without the new b'irth, and true faith in the' merits of Ohrist.
And have not the mass of mankind ever rejected and despised the
Gospel of the grace of God ~
,
,,
And let them think, too,' how much! more calculated,: unde~': God, is
the doctrine of particular redemption' to awaken men, and- put them
off false foundations. And how far more consoling and establishing 'to
u
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His people is the God-glorifying truth that Jesus has purchased His
Church with His own blood, that not one of the sheep for whom He
died shall perish, for "He shall see of the travail of His soul, and
shall be satisfied."
"Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood
Shall never lose its power,
Till all the ran~omed church of God
Be saved to sin no more."

C1'eggan Rectory, Crossmaglen, Irelctncl.

'lJrnftsfanf

ROBERT J. NOYES.

~tltt.on.

CLERICAL INTOLERANCE.
HOWEVER plausible and pleasant an aspect outwardly Ritualistic priests
may find it policy to assume, the real spirit of sacerdotalism and
ecclesiatical assumption comes out in a case like the following. The
Daily Chronicle gives some particulars regarding a somewhat curious
case of clerical interference in a small village in Derbyshire. Our contemporary says that the clergyman discovered a few pious women
holding a prayer meeting in a cottage (which happened to be Church
property). He refused an invitation to enter, but went home and
indited an epistle in which he rated the good woman soundly for
daring to hold any religious meeting without consulting him, and
conducting it "according to the formularies of our Church." He adds:
" In the event of the conditions mentioned not being accepted by you,
I cannot consent to any such meeting being held by you in this parish,
and I certainly refuse to allow a cottage which is Church property to
be used for that purpose."
AN EXTRAOT.
SPEAKING of the inroads Roman Catholicism is making in our country,
and of the duty of Protestants to resist, as much as lies in them, every
advance of the enemy, the Editor of the Gospel Standa1'd says:
"The late dear Dr. DOUDNEY lifted up his voice and his penas
long as his voice could speak, and his hand hold a quill, against the
papacy. Signs, unmistakable signs, of the actual presence of the
Beast in his own Church were too evident. He could not close his
eyes to facts, but spoke out boldly, and in the clearest tones up to
the last. We admired him for his faithfulness in this respect, believing,
as we did, that the solemn state of things, both in Ohurch and State,
oppressed him, and was a real burden on his heart."
THE rock followed the Israelites. Every believer has Ohrist at his
back, following him with strength as he goes for every condition and
trial.-Gurnall.
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WHERE IS THE CHUROH ~
SUCH is the question asked and answered in that excellent monthly,
entitled The Tmth, published in New York, and it would seem with
regard to the Church, that things are, if possible, in a worse pass in
the United States than they are here.
Sadly true, indeed are the
opening remarks in the article referred to, the writer observing:It was a saying of dear Dr. HORATIUS BONAR, "I look for the Church
and find it in the world, I look for the world and find it in the Church."
Never was the saying more true than it is to-day. Every line of
demarcation between the decent part of the world and the vast majority
of the Church is entirely obliterated, and it is impossible for the
keenest eye to detect a particle of difference between them. Where
this is written there is quite a gathering, two hundred or more, of nice,
genteel, respectable people, most of them members of the Church, and
with scarcely an exception they have card parties evening after evening,
take part in the voluptuous waltz, attend the theatres, and some,
ladies at that, openly talk of betting on horse races. These and other
forms of worldliness they rush into with the greatest eagerness, without
a qualm of conscience, without the slightest impression of impropriety
in their conduct, nay, with a stare of surprise that anyone can be so
"narrow" as to suppose that there can be anything in such amusements
in the least unbecoming a Christian profession and walk.
Nor is this intense and thorough worldliness confined to any particular
part of the country, or to any particular branch of the Church. Protestants
and Roman Catholics alike are" in the swim." Baptists, Congregationalists,
Episcopalians, Methodists, Presbyterians, and all other denominations, are
on the swift current and hurrying down the stream-whither?
Ab, indeed! whither ~
But so it is, and so it will be unto the end of the age, for" Evil men
and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived."
The description of the last days, given in the inspired Word, is a vivid
picture of our own passing days, when professing Christians shall be
"Lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof; from such turn away. For of this
sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women
laden with sins, led away with divers lusts" (2 Tim. Hi. 4-13). How any
one with his two eyes open can see in any verse of the Bible, in the
history of the past, or in the outlook of the present, the faintest shining
of hope that the sham called the Church will ever convert the world to
real Christianity it is difficult to understand. It is far easier to understand the words of our Lord, "Many false prophets shall rise, and shall
deceive many. And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many
shall wax cold" (Matt. xxiv. 11, 12).
But let us remember, dear friends, one thing for our comfort. All
this sad state of things does' not touch the eternal standing and
safety of God's living Church, and why ~ "0 sing praises, sing praises
to the Lord, who dwelleth in Zion" ; and where He dwelleth there can
be no decay, death, or desolation. Where is the Church? THE real
Church is safe in the Lord's keeping.
THR EDITOR.

NOTHING can befall me that has not first passed concerning me in
the courts of heaven.-Leighton.
u 2
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AN APOSTOLIC EXHORTATION.
"(how in grace."-2 PETER iiL 18.
How earnestly the older members of the regenerated, living family of
God, as well as the "little ones," often wish they could more
manifestly "grow in grace"; but it is the Lord's "little ones"
that we desire more especially to think of just now. Very delightful it is in the spring of the year, to note the tiny plants putting
forth their first foliage, but more pleasant still is it to see the
first signs of life showing itself in the young children of the Lord's
redeemed and quickened family. But some of these "babes in Christ"
do not fully realize that they belong to that happy number; neither
does the new-born babe in nature know anything, of its relationshiQ
to its earthly parent; but there comes a cry, and we know that can
only spring from life: so it is with the spiritually born, how many
.
thousand "little ones" have sighed out"'Tis a point I long to know,
Oft it causes anxious thought;
Do I love the Lord, or no?
Am I His, or am I not?"
Let me tell you, the older ones in the family have often asked them.
selves the same question; and who put the desire to love the Lord
into your heart 1 Only the Lord the Spirit ever conId; and here we
would repeat the Apostle's words and say, "He that hath begun a
good work in you, will carry it on." It is such a comfort to read in
God's holy Word that the Lord knew there wa-s something good in the
heart of the wicked king Jeroboam's child, "towards the God ot
Israel." And He knows, dear" little one," every secret desire that you
have in your heart towards Himself: you would not on any account
tell a fellow creature, fearing to deceive them, but you can, and do
tell the dear Master, that all your desire is, that He would reveal
Himself to you, and assure you of your interest in His love.
"Grow in grace." We must ever remember that all real, healthy
growth is slow and gradual, ymt will never be able to discern it
ymtrselj. Little ones in nature will have a mark somewhere to show
their height, and we smile at their pleasure when they can point to
a little bit higher, as a proof they have grown; but the spirituallytaught child cannot do so; he will be often led to think he is not so
high as he once thought he was, and, in contrasting former past
experiences with his present feelings, will exclaim, "I do not grow
at all; I am quite at a standstilL" Blessed teaching this, to be
taught our own weakness, and helplessness, and unworthiness; and
the need that Christ alone can help and save us. There must be
dOWnWa1"d growth, as well as upwl£rd; the roots of your faith, hope,
love, and trust in God must take a firmer, deeper, stronger hold of.
His immutable love, His covenant promises, of His every word of
grace; your firm belief that He will never leave you or forsake
you, though you so often doubt or forsake Him; all these graces of
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the Spirit must be tried, if you are to bring any honour and glory
to God as the God of your salvation. And though you may not be
able to see that you have grown, others will note the sweet buds
of humility, love, holiness, and devotedness to the Saviour, and will
easily recognize that you belong to the Lord's family.
How thoughtfully Peter points out the only true way to "grow in
grace," in the concluding words of the verse; it is by "the knowledge
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." And we, beloved "little
ones," would echo, and re·echo His words. Let yow' one aim be to
gain an intimate knowledge of the graciotbS Master. Would you grow
in humility 1 He must be your bright Example. Consider how He
humbled Himself-how He laid aside His glory, and came to dwell
with the poor and lowly. What an example of deep humility He set
them, when" He began to wash the disciples' feet." We do not wonder
that at such a sight the impulsive Peter said, "Lord, Thou shalt
never wash my feet," though he so soon afterwards cried, "Not my
feet only, but my hands and my head."
Would you grow like Him in having the spirit of grace and
supplication poured upon you 1 How many hours the Saviour spent
in prayer to God His Father! Perhaps you say, "I am afraid I
never pray as I should," then the disciples' words will suit you, "Lord,
teach us to pray 11 ; and if He condescends to answer that request, you
will not be able to confine your praying times to morning and evening,
for many times in the day you will lift up your heart in prayer to
Him; tell Him everything about yourself and your concerns. He
never yet wearied of hearing a "little one" cry.
How much we all need to drink into the Saviour's spirit of
obedience; He could say, "I delight to do Thy will, 0 My God;
yea, Thy law is within My heart": and, in the days of our youthful
love, we think we should never wish to disobey Him; but the more
we study the character of our Divine Master, the more we feel that
there is a law in our members warring against the law of the renewed
mind and will. It is this inward conflict that proves there has been a
new nature implanted, that, in truth, you have been born again; love
in your heart towards God will make you love His commandments;
and if by grace you are enabled to set the Lord always before you
as your Pattern aud Example, you cannot fail in growing in grace.
You will need also to learn of Christ, if you would have His forgiving spirit. How often we have wondered at His sublime prayer
on the cross, "Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do."
What a picture it was of love and hatred! the spotless, innocent
"Lamb of God" suffering a shameful, cruel death for guilty, wretched,
ruined man; and base, cruel, vile man heaping all the ignominy that
his heart could devise on that innocent Sufferer, because His whole life
and teaching was a condemnation of their hypocrisy. If you, dear
"little ones," should sometimes be called upon to suffer wrongfully, or
because you belong to the Lord, try and copy Him who was led as a
lamb to slaughter, and be like Him-dumb when you are reviled for
His sake. You will have, like all the family, to take up the cross and
follow Him; but, as one has said, "Cross-bearing leads to crownwearing."
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Let me urge upon the "little ones in grace" the close and prayerful
study of this very prominent feature in our Saviour's teaching, the
forgiveness of wrong done to us. We have it also in the prayer, when
Ohrist taught the disciples how to pray, and in those wonderful parables
He spoke unto them; and when one asked Him if he should forgive
his brother seven times, Jesus answered, c'I say not unto you seven
times, but seventy times seven." No Ohristian grace shines brighter,
and none gives a larger double blessing; and its being amongst the
very last utterances of our Divine Master, we ought to give the more
careful attention to the spirit that evoked such a prayer. The Apostle
Paul tells us the fulness, freeness, and extent of forgiveness; it is,
"Even as God has for Ohrist's sake forgiven you."
There are also the graces of sympathy, patience, meekness, gentleness,
kindness, forbearance, endurance, sanctification, with others; but to
attempt to dwell on them now would go far beyond the limits allotted
to the "little ones in grace." If our beloved Editor will kindly
permit, we should like at some future time to notice more particularly
other graces which shone so conspicuously in the life and character of
our Divine Lord and Master. 'if.
" Now unto Him who is able to keep you from falling, and to present
you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy,
to the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion
and power, both now and ever. Amen."
Hanwell.
E. L. T.

£.ermons nnb Jot.es of £ermons.
NOTES OF A SERMO

T,

PREACHED BY THE REV. J. C. J\1ARTIN, AT THE CIRCUS CHURCH, LANDPORT,
AUGUST 22ND 1886. t

"And I will cc£use ymt to pass ~bnder the 1'od, and I will bring you into
the bond of the covenant."-EzEKIEL xx. 37.
LAST Sunday we spoke from the words, "Feed Thy people with Thy
rod," and it is upon the rod that I shall speak again this morning.
You remember it is frequently used in Scripture. Moses was enjoined
to use it, when the children of Israel were brought up out of Egypt,
as a token of authority given him by God. Then we read of Christ
being the rod out of the stem of Jesse. It is the authority and power
of Christ. Turn to Leviticus xxvii. 32, "And concerning the tithe of the
herd, or of the flock, even of whatsoever passeth ~bndel' the rod, the tenth
shall be holy unto the Lord. He shall not search whether it be
good or bad, neither shall he change it." Now it is said by old writers
that this refers to the time when the full-grown lambs are separated
from their dams, and put into two folds j after which every lamb
passes through the gate, where the shepherd stands with his rod, and
every tenth lamb he marks with ochre, which is on his rod, not
«. Do! do! dear friend, by all means.-ED.

t From notes taken down by R.e.
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searching whether the tenth be good or bad. Thus the lamb passes
The sheep
through the gate, and is numbered, marked, sealed.
thus expresses the child of God, as distinguished and marked from the
rest. God's mark alone signifies they are His. We are in His hand
for His disposal, and only those of His mark shall be brought to
heaven. Here we have the "tenth" as a peculiar property (see Isaiah
vi. 13). It is not for us to say what the "tenth" is comlJosed of, nor
who they are, but, it is used as a mark to show how the work is His
and His alone. God rules everything, and sad would it be did He not.
This world would be a pandemonium. What would you and I do
without One at command in all our affairs 1 What He does is right,
and heaven and earth are full of His righteousness. Hence in the
condemnation of the ungodly, it is not for us to judge God; but this
we know, He judges the world in righteousness. He takes care of
His own honour, and there we must leave it, knowing He cannot do
unrighteously.
I have lived to see there is intense comfort and
blessedness and joy in these Vruths, and therefore I preach them.
He does right, and will ever vindicate His own character. Now we
see the mark, the seal. In Revelation vii. 3, we read, "Hurt not
the earth, neither the sea, nor ths trees, till we have sealed the
servants of our God in their foreheads." They were sealed with blood.
It wasn't compulsory with these lambs, that we have been speaking
of that they went back to their mother. And so with us, it is not
compulsory, but constraining love which draws llS. It is to the
thirsty coming one most comforting, for none are willing but those
taught of God.
"I will cause you to pass under the rod." In the Vulgate the same
word is used as in Genesis xlix. 10. "The sceptTe shall not depart from
J udah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come."
When Esther went in unto the king Ahasuerus, he held out the
sceptre of power of office, but it was really a sceptre of love which
was swayed. "I will cause you to pass urldm' the rod." The1'e is
humility, a being brought down to "pass under," as little children.
The Church is known by mark in fulness of time. We are raised
from degradation and exalted to glory. He shall rule My people.
He shall feed them by the rod, and with the rod He rules, conducts,
guides, instructs, smites, but in our text it is as a result of His
purpose toward them. "I will W1bse you to pass under the rod." It
has connected me with blessings unutterable. Under His sceptre, the
love of Christ constrains me. Marked as a pledge. Not only has He
marked us, but where He owns by convenant and by love to grant
us all this, we must needs be brought under the rod. Our title to
the estate is given in fulness of time, and by the manifestations
"I will
of His love. God's work is divinely Alpha and Omega.
cause you to pass under the rod, and I will bring you into the
bond of the covenant." I will sway My sceptre of love, and guide
and carry, and "bring you into the bond of the covenant."
THE greatest happiness of a creature,
its happiness.-DyeT.

IS

not to have a creature for
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Edit01' of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-The following letters I beg to send for your kind
illsertion in' the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. They have all come to hand
lately. They show, I think, that the good work is still being made a
blf'ssing to many. This verse has proved a great comfort to me lately:
"Fear thou not; for I am with thee: he not dismayed; for I am thy
Gild: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will
uphold thee with the right hand of My righteousness" (Isaiah xli. 10).

FROM SOUTH AFRICA.
It is very kind of you to send me the excellent booklets, &c. They are
higbly appreciated by those who read them. I wish you God speed in
your good work. ll1ay these little papers do a mighty work for the cause
of Christianity and Protestantism everywhere. May you be spared to do
much more for the Lord, and bring blessings to many who mfty read the
little papers, and need more light. The days are growing very evil, and
Satan is very busy, knowing he has not much more time. The book of
deal' Dr. DOUDNEY'S life has given great pleasure. What a deal' Christian
he was.
FROM A MISSIONARY TO SAILORS.
Please accept my hearty and sincerf\ thanks for the monthly parcel of
Gosper literature just received. I need not say how glad I am to receive
the publications, for they contain the finest of the wheat, such as one
may sow with safety. 1 feel a particular and deep interest in the deal'
old GOSPEL MAGAZINE, for it continues to be well seasoned with the salt
of grace and consolation to the family of God. I trust it may be much
owned of God in cheering and building up His people in their most holy
faith. It rejoices me to say that I receive much spiritual profit from its
11ages from month to month. The sailors speak well of the publications
which I have distributed amongst them, and I am frequently asked for
more. I earnestly pray the Lord will increase the desire amongst them
for such literature. May that which has already been scattered be as
seed cast into good ground, and be productive of a great harvest of precious souls. "Is there anything too hard for the Lord P" According
to our faith, so shall it be done unto us. May you yet be more abundantly blessed in your work of faith and labour of love for the men of
the sea. May I ask if you can kindly supply me with another box of
literature, as my stock has run out P I leave myself and need in the
Lord's hands. He will send the needed supply at His own time, and in
His own way.
With kind regards and renewed
servant in Him,

thanks, believe me, your faithful
ANN EVERARD BRIDER.

1, Wilton Place, Sal2soury, April 7th, 1894.
JUSTIFICATION by Christ's imputed righteousness is the centre arch
of that bridge by which we pass out of time into a blissful eternity.

Ryland.
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"JOINED TOGETHER IN THE SAME MIND."
To the Edito?' of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-May great grace rest upon you, and much of that divine
anointing which teacheth all things, is the truth, and no lie. Oh, for
more outpouring of the precious, sacred grace of God's Holy Spirit
upon His eternally loved Zion, individually and collectively.
I cannot refrain from dropping a hasty line or two. I so thoroughly
enjoyed your "Wayside Notes" for February, entitled "Speaking to
God;" how it led me back to spot and place; and many of your
expressions seemed to dovetail in with many of my own, especially about
the nine years' location in a spot your self-will said you would never
go. How, also, I could go into painful details-ah, painful indeed!
"Every heart knoweth its own bitterness." But, notwithstanding the
painful side, those were links in the mysterious and wonderful chain
that could not be dispensed with, for the bitters and sweets are set
over one against the other, that I dare not say His hand, His leading
was not in it. Six years of painful, trying afflictions, with cross providences, from the time I set foot in the place until the time I left,
so that I greatly feared my reason would have been overbalanced at
times; and, after leaving, for nine months I was nearly driven to
despair and self-destruction. You say you would not be without that
nine years' discipline, training-aye, trials-on any account. Oh, how
true it is, "Our times are in His hand"! Yes, all our times"Times to taste the Saviour's love,
Times the tempter's power to prove;
All must come, and last, and end,
As shall please our Heavenly Friend."
Ah! and
"The lions cannot roar,
The billows cannot heave,
The furnace cannot singe the hair,
'Till Jesus gives them leave."
You may well so blessedly dilate upon the hallowed calm, in the
midst of the raging and threatening billow and tempest, when we join
with one before us, "The floods have lifted up their voices," &c.
And then how nice to realize, blessedly so, "He sitteth upon the flood;
yea, He sitteth King for ever." And again, "The Lord on high is
mightier than the noise of many waters; yea, than the mighty waves
of the sea." Thus, may we not join now and again with the immortal poet,
"Your days of trial. then,
Are all ordained of Heaven;
If He appoints their number ten,
You ne'er shall have eleven."
Oh, the precious, infinite mercy of experimentally knowing the hallowed
companionship of the "Fourth," who was with the Hebrew youths, is
also with us, ruling, regulating, ordering all things; yes, "Working all
things after the counsel of His own will"; yes, taking in all the days
of bitter adversity.
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Ah, dear aged friend, you have again touched "a point" when you
say, "Sometimes we feel we could not utter a word before Him; but
if we can say nothing more than Daniel's uplifting, '0 Lord, hear; 0
I,ord, forgive; 0 Lord, hearken,' "-how it brings to the mind time, spot,
and circumstance, where those words fell upon the spirit, "0 Lord,
correct me, but with judgment; not in Thine anger, lest Thou bring
me to nothing" (Jer. x. 24). And again, "0 Lord, Thou hast seen
my wrong: judge Thou my cause" (Lam. iii. 59); and many passages
of that wonderful chapter. How such sentences have been wrung from
our distracted heart, more than once or twice, when cursed unbelief,
t.he devil, our own heart of infidelity, and carnal reason, were roari~g
~ay and night! Ah! "The wormwood and the gall!" we have stdl
III remembrance, and desire to be humbled in the very dust before
Him.
But I must not go on, or I feel I could take up sentence afte.r
sentence of your precious article, from some small measure of expenmental acquaintance. Also," Speaking to God," I do trust I know
what this is; but get so tried, harassed, and perplexed-full of fe.ars.
It may spring from the flesh, from natural ability, or it being acqUired
~r learnt-mere theory and judgment, and not truly actuated, influenced,
Inbreathed by God the Holy Ghost. Yet by the effects produced upon
the spirit and heart at times I dare not but acknowledge it is divine,
for it is precious, hallowed, sacred, holy ground; when the soul seems
so drawn into the very presence of God-Father, Son, and Holy Ghost;
there is a solemn intercourse, communcation, a holy traffic going on,
between the soul and God. These are some of my best seasons, at the
fam~ly altar, that I do trust I can honestly join the dear old man',~
testImony, namely, "I have Christ, and we talk together all the day.
Would to God it were more known and experienced by His living
people now.
l'tJen, again, that precious "touch" you mention-" Somebody has
touched Me, for I perceive that virtue is gone forth from Me "-does
it not cause us to lisp forth all the powers of the renewed heart, and
say"All hail the power of J esu's name;
Let angels prostrate fall;
Bring forth the royal diadem,
And crQwn Him Lord of all"?
Oh, may He grant the blessed realization and sweet fulfilment of the
precious verse you close your article with"As gold refined may I come out,
In sorrow's furnace tried;
Preserved from faithlessness and doubt,
And fully purified."
I have just sustained the loss of a godly mother, in her seventy-fifth
year, one who truly feared God, and knew what a daily ex~rcise of
soul was, greatly favoured at times, also very tried .a~ to how It w?uld
be at the end; but her covenant God was faithful, glvmg her a precIOus,
calm, peaceful, happy dismissal into that "weight of glory" reserved
for her and all those who love His appearing. She says, in a letter
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to me, which she did not live to finish: "Oh, what should we do,
what would become of us, if He were anything less than what He has
proclaimed Himself to be, the immutable and unchangeable Jehovah ~
'I am God,' He says, 'and change not; therefore ye sons of J acob are
not consumed.' Oh, the love, the pity, the compassion He still shows
towards such rebels against Him. Instead of casting us off, He brings
us to His feet, confessing our sins, and pleading that' worthy Name
that is given poor sinners to plead, even Jesus.''' Oh, how this verse
fell upon my spirit" Nor death, nor hell, nor sin,
Can make Him hate His choice;
The cause of love is in Himself,
And in Him we'll rejoice."
Yours sincerely,

Cheltenham.

J. E.

BRIGNELL.

PERSONAL AND PASSING NOTES.
"A LITTLE ONE" WRITES:1 HAVE many times thought of writing a few lines to you, to tell you
how much we enjoy reading the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, which we sometimes have lent us; the January one for the present year was especially
so. We read with much pleasure the "Family Portion," "Fetched
and Filled," feeling the Lord's care of His people still manifest, both
spiritual and providential; also ""\Vayside Notes" are very choice.
But what makes me venture to write is, to tell you I was brought
very low-anxiety of mind in regard to this time-state, owing to
depression in trade-and ready to say, "All these things are against
us." And what was worse, I feared all I had experienced was only
head knowledge, and that I had no part nor lot with the children
of God, though I had been a member more than thirty years. Oh, sir,
it was, I could say," Out of the depths," &c. Day after day it continued; but not a word could I get till on the Sabbath evening my
husband and I were reading the~ GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and the piece
entitled "Wilderness Olouds and Haltings" so met the case-and I
believe the Holy Spirit accompanied it-that a short time after reading
it, the Lord was pleased to' apply with power the words, "In whom
we have redemption through His blood, even the forgiveness of sins";
followed by a calm resting upon Him who has said, "I will never
leave thee nor forsake thee." I trust I can say with the poet"My soul looks back to see
The burdens Thou didst bear
When hanging on the cursed tree,
And hopes her guilt was there."
Pardon the liberty I have taken, and I pray the Lord to abundantly
bless you, and long spare you to comfort His people.
OOllUliENTS.
It is just such letters as the foregoing that tell of the value and
importance of our work, and we do bless the Lord that He gives us
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words that enable us to "comfort others in any trouble, by the comfort
wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God." By such means,
"The trembling soul revives again
At such a cheering word,
And follows after to attain
The kingdom of the Lord."
The writer of "Wilderness Olouds and HaItings" will join us in thankfulness to Him to whom all the glory is due. "A Little One" need
not be under any apprehension as to the fluctui1tion of feelings she
realized, so common to all the Lord's people. Such fluctuations touch
not the vital point, "Thou hast in love to my soul delivered it from
the pit of corruption: for Thou hast cast all my sins behind Thy back"
(Isaiah xxxviii. 17).
THE EDITOR.
"A TROUBLED ONE" WRITES:I can but let you know how my soul has been fed by the things
written in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE this month-the Christ there shown
so sweetly that one like me can take up the old cry, "To whom shall
I go ~ " Thank God, the trumpet gives no uncertain sound. Surely
God hath chosen you to send comfort to many an aching heart and
troubled conscience, and holdeth thy right hand; and, at the last
day, you will meet many whom God hath privileged you to draw to
Him, by the uplifted Christ in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and helped
home. Cheer up in your great work: many praise God for you, and
pray God to cover your head in the day of battle. He hath put you
to the front, and the archers will shoot at and wound you; the
Unseen Hand will take the leaves of the tree of life and will heal
thee.
OOIDIENTS.
That is a very precious passage, Isaiah liv. 17: " No weapon that
is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise
against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the hm'itage of
the seTvants of the LOTd, and their righteousness is of Me, saith the
Lord." All weapons of war designed to hurt God's people shall fail.
"Not a single shaft can hit
Till the God of love sees fit."
And what is so encouraging is that this divine preservation is theiT
hm'itage, their portion, and their privilege. Ohrist is their Shield.
Our sister's prayers and our Saviour's assurance are much needed
just now, for some sharpshooters in the Free-will camp have been
recently hurling their darts at us; but, blessed be God, they have
fallen all around, and left us untouched.
"A Troubled One" would do well to be assured. that she is safe
in the Lord's keeping, and nothing can really hurt or harm her.
THE EDITOR.
GOD creates in me an appetite for Himself, and He is the Bread
of Life to satisfy that appetite.-R. Hill.
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REMINISOENOES OF THE LATE DR. HEWLETT.

To the EclitrYf of the Gospel

JJ![agc~zine.

DEAR SIR,-Kindly pardon my being so late in congratulating you
(who have written so much to cheer and comfort me and my house)
as our beloved Editor. May you establish and bring out many of
God's little ones. As "a little one" of Astley Sunday Schools, I
thought I might pen a few reminiscences connected with that sacred
spot, which you seem to hold as dear as ourselves. Dear old Dr.
HEWLETT has been the simple instrument, in God's hands, of sending
out a great band of "little ones." The Schools and the Ohurch, with
their three enlargements, are a standing monument of God's free,
sovereign grace, and its work to-day, situated as they are in almost
as open as a barren moor.
The last time our late Editor preached in Astley was from the text"
"Your fathers, where are they?" commenting, he supposed that the
present assembly were the children of those whom he first addressed
from that pulpit. These sermons were his last; I can never forget
the occasion,
His doctor told him he was not to preach his School
sermons. "·What! not preach my School sermons? why, I've preached
them fifty-three years. I shall, all well." His family could not
prevail; they therefore sent for Mr. OHAPMA (another" little one " of
his) to be there in readiness.
On seeing him, he said, " Well, what
have you come for?"
"To preach for you," was Mr. OHAPMAN'S
reply." "Ah! I don't want you," said the dear old Doctor, and he
sat with his smiling, heavenly countenance, upon which the sun shone
so brightly in the Oommunion during the morning service, until the
time came for the sermon. Then two went to raise him on his feet,
and help him into the pulpit, in which he sat. Just as his tottering
frame and voice began to ring out the old joyful sound, an old deaf
man ascended the pulpit stairs, with an ear-trumpet in one hand,
the other holding on to the side of the pulpit. Mr. OHAPMAN preached
in the afternoon, and then the dear aged saint gave his last sermon at
night, when he fell down, and was carried home, only to survive a
short time. How he loved his "little ones" !
Another incident I must tell you.
Dr. HARRISON, of St. Silas'
Liverpool, got him to preach for him one Thursday night. He gene:
rally informed me from Astley when he was coming among us. Upon
this occasion I met him, when he presented me with a portrait of
himself. I was surprised on entering the church to see a congregation of nearly all clergy. I sat beside Oanon RYECROFT, who informed
me that it was a special service arranged for these to hear Dr. HEWLETT.
The faces of the clergy of Liverpool, as they were fixed upon the old
Doctor, was a study, hearing as they were, a text commented upon,
and its grand truths forced home by the power of the Spirit from Old
and New Testament, with chapter and verse, with very little of the
preacher's notes. Ooming out, we could hear nothing but the exclamation, "What a wonderful man! What a wonderful man!"
Yours, &c.,
Formby, FebntaTy 26th, 1894.
T. S.
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JEHOVAH-JESUS AND HIS TREASURY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-For some time I have had on my mind the words of
our blessed Lord (as recorded in Luke xvii. 18), "There are not found
that returned to give glory to God save this stranger." They have been
associated in my mind with a remarkable interposition of God on
behalf of His own work here.
You know that some two or three years since we were compelled,
unless we gave up our large day schools, to layout a considerable
sum of money. We are surrounded with Romanism and Ritualism, with
all their terrible idolatry and dishonour to our God. I felt I dare not
give up the schools, and after waiting upon the Lord and conferring
with Christian friends here, we agreed at once to supply what was
needed, although at a great cost, and, in thirteen weeks, all was completed, and the sum of over £1,300 was expended, and all has prospered; the numbers of children have largely increased, and I scarcely
know how, except that the Lord has interposed on our behalf. This
sum, which I took personally upon myself, has been reduced to
about £600. Well, the Education Department this year, as your
readers are aware, has been demanding greater efficiency in school
buildings almost everywhere, and this has involved increased expenditure in ours. I had considerable correspondence with the Department;
plans were prepared, which, after many letters to and fro, &c., &c.,
were accepted by the Government, but, of course, incurring a large
outlay. I felt I could not trouble anI' dear people with more expense,
as all had worked and helped yearly in reducing our debt. And in
our painful and weighty difficulties, my dear wife and I were thrown
solely on the Lord. One morning, on coming down to breakfast, a
few weeks ago, I took up the November number of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE for 1893, and my eye was directed to page 716, "Love
Surprises," by the late beloved Editor, who is now at home with the
Lord. (Ho:w we miss him here, and his genial, spiritual conversation, I
can't tell.) As I read down the page, the following verse of the late
DANIEL HERBERT arrested, and, through grace, entered into my very
soul, with a power more than usual, and which I felt was direct from
God Himself"Sometimes my Banker smiling says,
'Why don't you oftener come?
And instead of asking a one-pound note,
Why not a larger sum?'"
An impression rested within that the Lord would appear for us, and
tears of gratitude fill my eyes now as I record His goodness and
tenderness. I think the very day on which I received the plans from
the Education Department, stamped officially, "Approved," I received
a cheque for £50 from a lady who loves the truth as preached in our
midst. A few days later, another cheque for £50 was sent me by a
gentleman to whom I was personally unknown, but who wrote very
touchingly to say he felt it a privilege to help in the Lord's work
here; and to this :sum of £100 I had a further addition of £20,
making a total of £120. I believe this sum will be sufficient to meet
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all our requirements. Surely this is God's work, and it is our privilege
to praise Him. He knows His children's needs before they ask; and
as I write, the words flow sweetly through my mind, "Behold the fowls
of the air; for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into
barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them.
Are ye not much
better than they 1 (Matt. vi. 26.) And a verse from the hymn, "Courage,
ye tempted saints," well known, I feel sure, to the readers of the
GOSPEL MAGAZI E, is very applicable to the same dealings of our God"I feed the beasts and birds,
The fields I deck with flowers;
And that without their care,
Nor have I need of yours.
Are ye not far more dear to Me
Than beasts, or birds, or fields can be?"
Would that we could trust Him more. I was much struck with a
remark of an old divine which I read the other day, "Keep your
hand off the tiller." We are so apt to think we must do all and care
for all; and yet how we are ever hearing Him bid us trust in Him,
and leave things which are too hard and complicated to us, for His
superior wisdom and His omnipotent power to manage. I must not
occupy too much of your space, and yet I cannot forbear quoting
another precious hymn, which has cheered me and many of the one
family in life's many conflicts" Give to the winds thy fears,
"What though thou seest Him
not,
Hope and be undismayedGod hears thy sighs and counts thy
Yet heaven and earth and hell
tears'
Proclaim God sitteth on the
throne,
God sh~lllift up thy head.
"Through cares and clouds and
And ruleth an things well.
storms
"Leave to His sovereign sway
He gently clears the way;
To choose and to command;
So shalt thou wondering own His
Wait thou His time, so shall the
night
way,
Soon end a joyous day.
How wise, how strong His hand.
" Far, far above thy thought
His counsel shall appear,
When fully He the work hath wrought
That caused thy needless fear."
May the Lord be with you, my dear friend, as you follow in the footsteps of the late dear Editor, as he followed Christ.
There is much around in the world, political and religious, and, indeed,
everywhere, to make intelligent men, and above all, Christian men, think,
and should lead to much prayer. Our God, Zion's God, nevertheless,
retains His seat and power, and with such a Captain we need not fear.
He still "turns wise men backward and makes diviners mad." His
counsels and purposes still stand; and as an unwilling Balaam said
concerning His beloved people, "I have received commandment to
bless, and He hath blessed, and I cannot reverse it (Numb. xxiii. 20)."
I am looking out for solemn events, but for remarkable displays of
His power and love to His children; for His name is wonderful, and
He only doeth wondrous things. -Yours affectionately,
Southsea, Ma1'Ch 7th, 1894.
J. C. MARTIN.
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"THE END OF THE WAY."
(PAGE 85.)

To the Edito'r of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-In reading that beautiful piece of poetry my soul was
so comforted and delighted I could not help breaking out with, "Oh,
the goodness of God! It is indeed the everlasting, ever-flowing, eternal
ocean, whose streams make glad the city of God now, and, to the
glory of His unchanging love, also' To the end of the way.'''
Dear fellow-traveller, "It is rough, it is crooked," but long and
trying as the journey has been, with the many difficulties and sorrows
on the road, " All the toils will seem as nothing when we come to the
end of the way." Indeed it will be a welcome. As poor prodigals we
arrive at our Father's house, many as have been our fears and misgivings. The faithfulness, mercy, and love of His dear heart have
never been removed from us; and methinks, like J oseph with his
brethren, when he could refrain no longer; the outburst of his heart
was so great at the return that nothing, no means that love could
express ill giving and providing, was withheld. It is not the son's
confession, but the Father's compassion and reception that breaks and
heals the heart.
What a way of travail have we had in the wilderness these fourscore
years and more. As the days pass it still continues; "Hitherto hath the
Lord helped us" with strength, and none to spare. He will not leave
us, nor forfeit His promise. He will como again, and receive us "At
the end of the way," that where He is we may be also. In the
music of this full-strung harp my soul revels, the harmony is so
perfect, the strains so cheering. "In all things ordered well."
Yes,
well from the womb, and well to the tomb. Bless the Lord, "The
end of the way" is not a mist clouded with uncertainties. Oh, no !
Though with you I can say, "Footsore and weary," still, at "The end
of the way" is home and rest-the "eternal weight of glory," and the
unveiled presence of our precious Lord Jesus. It will be a welcome
indeed, exceeding any we have yet experienced, much as my soul was
favoured with one so especial about sixty years ago, and many since.
Then the dear Lord spoke so personally and powerfully, "Yea," yea, yea,
"I have loved thee "-personally thee-" with an everlasting love, therefore, with loving-kindness have I drawn thee" (Jer. xxxi. 3). That
was to be a never-forgotten season-a welcome and prelude to the everlasting reception at "The end of the way"-an ever-memorable
night with the presence and glory of ~he Eternal Thr~e-One God, with
which I was so filled, that language falls, and must fall so long as my
dwelling is in this low land, ever fully to express. When I get home
I hope, with perfect language, to praise my gracious God for the same
throughout eternity. Truly, I can join the writer in the lines-

"He loves me too well to forsake me,
Or give me one trial too much," &c.
" When the last feeble step has been taken,
And the gates of the city appear,
And the beautiful songs of the angels
Float out on my listening ear;
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" When all that now seems so mysterious
Will be plain and clear as the day;
Yea, all the toils of the road will seem nothing,
When we come to the end of the way."

Turn aside ambition, wealth, natural gifts, yea everything unsanctified
with the saving grace of God. Oh, how this mercy appears like the
midday sun, shining against the dark clouds of creature sufficiency.
"The end of the way" so blessedly lighted with the essential, only
light, lighting the believer into the kingdom of rest and glory. Oh,
the portion and everlasting possession! "Grace, grace unto it."
"Bless the Lord." Hallelujah! Amen.
Very dear Mr. Editor, many thanks for your kind, encouraging
remarks on page 742, November Number, 1893. May the Lord
especially bless you, and give you all needed favours of encouragement
in YOUI' arduous work. It gave me much comfort when I found that
you had undertaken the Editorship. I was a reader of the GOSPEL
MAGAZI TE in Mr. ROWE'S time
In tl;e best bonds, yours truly,
Yeovil, February 21st, 1894.
JOHN BARBER.
"I KNOW THEIR SORROWS."

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-I don't know whether you may have forgotten my
name or not, but I think you will remember your visit to my house
at Tyldesley some few years back. You have had since then many
sorrows to pass through; so have I, deep and some very bitter ones,
yet all needed as ballast to steady the ship. I would often have
written to you in sympathy, but feared to do so; but I knew Jesus
could effectually do it, and I prayed Him to support you, which He
has done.
I left Tyldesley in 1889, and became pastor of College Park Baptist
Chapel, where I am still trying to preach Jesus. The reason of my
writing to you is to ask a favour of you, and that is, to tell me
who the minister is that is referred to in the December GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, page 786. I fancy I know, but may be mistaken.
I remember well the deep sorrow when I took my beloved wife to
the asylum. On my coming home, a person who was with me said,
"I see your name about on bills to preach three sermons on
Sunday; whatever will you do ~" I said, "I don't know; only God
does." Yes, He knows.
The following Sunday evening I noticed a stranger in one of the
pews, and on the following day a letter of sympathy came from this
same "stranger." Yes, he came; we wept together, and since then
I believe we have rejoiced together. His dear wife was restored,
mine was taken to her eternal rest. I never saw her again alive; but
this dear friend, on visiting his wife in the same asylum, asked to
see my wife. They did not let him speak to her, but he saw her
through the glass door, walking about with her hands clasped as if in
prayer, looking upwards. But I must not intrude upon your time.
x

306

The Gospel Magazz'ne.

In the death-roll last year you noticed the name of my dear old
friend, brother H. BRADLEY; for seven or eight years we held a
weekly meeting together. He was a precious jewel in the Redeemer's
crown. He was brought into Gospel liberty from the blessed words
in John iii. 14, and often his face beamed with holy joy as he
referred to it. When you were at my house he came to supper, and
could not tear himself away from your company; you may remember
that. Many, many happy hours have I spent in his company and his
dear daughter's, who always made us welcome. Precious seasons at
those cottage meetings! How sweet their memory still! He dearly
loved the grand doctrines of Sovereign Grace. No fleshly religion, no
free-will about him. His last letters breathed a holy peace, resting 011
the blood; and so dear BRADLEY, one of the dearest friends I ever
knew, has joined the grand chorus above.
Another dear brother, a choice saint, JOHN BOWDEN, Warden of the
Aged Pilgrims' Asylum at Hornsey Rise-I knew him, and enjoyed
his friendship for nearly thirty years-has entered his Master's joy.
But I have trespassed too far; I beg you to pardon me. And if
you will let me know whether the minister referred to was JC- or not, I shall be much obliged. I have some dear friends of
yours in my present congregation.
Wishing you heaven's best blessings,
I beg to remain, sincerely yours,
Lewisham, Janua1'y 19th, 1894.
JAMES CRooK.
THE SCRIPTURE READERS' SOCIETY FOR IRELAND,
THE Seventy-third Annual Report of the operations of this Society can
scarcely fail of giving sincere satisfaction to those well acquainted with
its history in the past. It is to be hoped, however, that it will
achieve a twofold 'result-encourage old friends and secure new ones.
Many will deeply sympathize with the Society in the loss it has sustained by the decease of several of its earliest and firmest friends
during the past year. But, as the work is of the Lord, and for His
glory, the beloved Secretary, Captain JAi\iES KEARNEY WHItE, and
all who so earnestly co-operate with him, need not fear that it will
be allowed to languish through any decrease of support. They must
believe with all their hearts in the precious promise which this year
forms the motto of their Seventy-third Annual Report: "My God
shall supply all your need, according to His riches in glory by
Christ Jesus." They do not doubt that He who has thus far prospered their efforts will still do so, to the drawing many more to the
Redeemer's feet through the power of the Holy Spirit. We note that
the income for the year is stated at £2,893 10s. 9d., leaving a balance
of £367 lIs. due to the Treasurer, which, it is to be hoped, will be
promptly made up.
IF a minister be erroneous, how should the flock be sound 7 No
readier way to destroy a whole town than by poisoning the cistern at
which they draw water.-Anon.
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"I SHALL PRAISE HIM FOR EVER AND EVER."
1'0 the Eclito1' of the Gospel Mngazine.
DEAR SIR,-Another old subscriber to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE has
passed away, on March 30th, in her seventy-seventh year-Mary, widow
ot Mr. FRANCIS HAINES, 1, Belmont Villas, Leicester. She had
suffered greatly for two years from gout and rheumatism, with slight
attacks of paralysis-the first in September, 1892, and another about
Easter last year; still, her mental powers were but little impaired.
On Good Friday afternoon she spoke to me most distinctly, that
she was trusting only in the atoning blood of the Lord Jesus Christ
to cleanse her from all sin, and His merits and righteousness as
the ground of her acceptance with God. "My Saviour," she said,
"has been so gracious to me and mine all my life long, my Helper
in every hour of need; I know He will not leave nor forsake me
at the last." During her last illness (and the nights were so trying)
she was often repeating verses of Scripture and of hymns, even long
ones like "Love divine, all love excelling," which she would go
through, so that they who watched by her were surprised at her
memory.
On Tuesday, 27th, she had two severe fits, and they thought her
dying; but a sweet smile and placid serenity continued on her
countenance to the end, and that night she was in constant prayer,
often saying, "And I shall praise Him for ever and ever. Amen."
On Friday afternoon her niece, going to sit with her to relieve the
nurse, noticed a sweet smile, and thought she was about to speak,
when a sudden change passing over her face, she summoned her son and
daughter and the nurse, who attempted restoratives, but in ten minutes
she had passed gently, "Absent from the body," to be "present with
the Lord."
In early life she had been a hearer of Rev. ROBERT CLOSE, of
VV oodhouse; she loved to speak of her mother's warm attachment to
his ministry, so that her mind was early imbued with love for those
men who preached the Gospel of the grace of God.
Under the
ministry of the Rev. THOMAS OWEN, of Christ Church, she often
heard also the Revs. W. L. ROLLESTON, S. ADAl\is (Thornton), Dr
HEwLETT, JAlIiES BATTERSBY, and many others, never failing to go to
Aylestone, and take friends with her, whenever the Rev. G. W.
STRATON invited her to hear his old friend Dr. DOUDNEY, Dr. GREGG,
Rev. J. ORlIHSTON, and others.
The Rev. A. A. ISAAcs enjoyed her friendship, and his successor,
Rev. THOlliAS ROBERTs, whose ministerial visits she highly appreciated,
found in her a warm friend and generous helper, as long as she was able.
SPURGEON'S Sermons were her delight for years, as her hearing failed.
Of one especially-" Sychar's Sinner Saved "-she said she read it
again and again, but never without tears, it suited her so well.
Hers had been a very active life as an excellent ~ife and mother
x2
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"Her children arise up and call her blessed."
Her great aIm had
been to train them in the fear of God, reverence for the Sabbath,
and for diligence in business. As a friend, she had a warm heart,
tender sympathy, and a liberal hand, when appealed to for any Ohristian
cause, the maintenance of the house of God, or helping the poor.
She is among the blessed ones "who die in the Lord," who await
the morning of the first resurrection, when she will awake in His
likeness, and be "satisfied."

Leicester.

MARY.

EXTRAOTS FROM LETTERS.
How fearfully and wonderfully we are made; the marvel is, that we
are kept in health so long as we are, for the most part. How lovingly
our heavenly Father deals with us! I often think, when pain depresses,
what am I called to suffer, in comparison to so many of my fellow
creatures. And then to think of the great mercies G::>d has shown us
in spiritual things-made "heirs of God, and joint heirs with Ohrist" !
Heirs, according to human laws, enter upon their inheritance when the
father dies 7 Ohristians enter into the full possession of theirs while
God lives; and, when they die, vile and unworthy ones often inherit
great riches, whilst many of the excellent of the earth are left to pine
in poverty. God's ways are unsearchable. But when, through His
free grace, we are made to see something of what our inheritance is,
how it humbles us! Instead of being puffed up at our high position,
how it humbles us, and makes us cry, "Lord, why ma 7 I who have
so often forgotten Thee! I who know I deserved he1l1 Yet hast
Thou said to me, unworthy me, 'I have loved thee with an everlasting love, therefore with loving-kindness have I drawn thee.'''
"Oh, to grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrained to be."
Heirs of God want no groat courtier to take them by the hand, and
inl.roduce or recommend them to the favour of the King, for the Lord
Jesus Christ has not only opened the way, but has said, "I am the
Way" (John xiv. 6).
O. B.
I wish you all a truly happy season although one very precious
and dear to you all has been removed from this waste howling wilderness, gone to be with Him whom she so loved, Jesus, who was her
"strong foundation"; yes, her All in all.
What awfully solemn days we do live in; such departure from the
old ways. For my own part, all these thiugs drive me more and
more to the Word, to prayer, and the highly-valued privilege of communion and fellowship with the poor tribulated children of God.
Oh, that you all may have a Pentecostal blessing in the coming
year; may your dear father, and may both of you, in watering others
be watered in your own souls. May our motto ever be, "Jehovahnissi "-" No surrender."
Accept my best Ohristian love, and deep sympathy in your poor
weak health.
T. B
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A MONTHLY NOTE.
IT seem, to have become a practice amongst some objectors to
Christianity, of late year~, to speak in the highest terms of the" Sacred
Books of the East," as books which contain such noble maxims and
excellent teaching, that they may quite be placed on a level with,
if not on a higher level than the Bible; but the fact is probably
unknown or overlooked that the teaching in some of them is grossly
immoral and bad; so immoral and bad is it that the highest legal
authority in Bombay has declared that it would be a criminal offence
to translate some portions of these books into any living language in
India; and a translator and publisher in the Plllljaub has been fined
for publishing a translation in Punjabi. An English edition of some
of those" Sacred Books" has been published, but in it large portions
have been necessarily omitted on account of their impurity; and the
Rev. J AllIES J OHNSTO"', writing in conncction with the Christian
Literature Society for India, strongly protests against the manner in
which that edition has been issued, namely, without giving any indication of those omissions. He says that" Comparatively few of the
natives of India can read those sacred works in Sanscrit, but thousands
can read them in English; and the most enquiring minds and the
most enlightened students can only read them in the English edition.
The natives of India are deceived by supposing that they are reading
the complete classics of their country, when it is only an edition emasculated under the influence of Christian morality and modern taste
The recent revival of the old religions of India amongst educated men
is based on the idea that their sacred books are pure, even when
brought to the test of the Christian standard."
The Report of the late Sir GERALD PORTAL has been published at
last, and proves to be a very wise and statesmanlike document. Sir
GERALD'S duty, of course, was merely to supply the Government
with official information, and to submit for their consideration such
proposals as his local observations might lead him to suggest; but
there is every reason to suppose that the substance of his proposals
will be adopted by the Government.
His proposals are that an
Imperial Protectorate be established over Uganda and its dependencies. This Protectorate would include an English Commissioner, with
thirteen subordinate officers, and a strong force of Soudanese soldiers.
It would not interfere with the internal affairs of the country, unless
some exceptional circumstances should occur which. would render
interference absolutely necessary.
Sir GERALD intimates that
withdrawal is ·not only very undesirable, but absolutely incompatible
with both the honour and the interest of Great Britain. He states
that the treaties which the East African Company made with native
potentates have been regarded as pledges which are binding upon the
British Empire, and that the withdrawal of our authority would be
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considered as a gross breach of faith, and would be followed by the
most frightful bloodshed, and the renewal of all the horrors of the
slave trade. He strongly recommends the commencement of a railway,
and the use of other means to expedite transit over the eight
hundred miles which intervene between Uganda and the coast. If
these recommendations are carried out, an immense tract of country
in East Africa will be placed under our influence, missionary work
will be maintained and extended, and in all probability a very
extensive and a very valuable trade will be opened up. The people,
we are told, have learned to appreciate European productions, and are
most anxious to possess them. A few years ago they were almost all
unclothed, now they are almost all clothed. At that time they had
not heard of the Gospel, now there are in Uganda something like
twenty thousand catechumens. And whilst a few years ago the
king's house was the scene of drunken orgies, and he was accustomed
to sit surrounded by his chiefs, drinking strong drink and smoking a
strong narcotic, and talking the livelong day of raiding for slaves
and fighting against his neighbours, now the way in which business
is carried on in the king's house is such as would not disgrace an
English courthouse, and cases are brought before the king and tried
in the most orderly manner. As showing the marvellous change
which has passed over public opinion .in Uganda, a circumstance is
mentioned which occurred there the other day. A man had wronged
his neighbour, and the case was brought before the king. The king
gave judgment, and ordered him to pay so many cattle and
so many women to the man whom he had wronged. Immediately a
Ohristian chief arose and said, "We are Ohristians, we are ready to
pay cattle, but we don't give human beings." And the king, in
consequence of the force of public opinion, altered the last part of
his decision.
A home question of considerable interest was recently brought before
the House' of Oommons, but without any immediate practical result,
namely, provision for our aged poor. The lot of our aged poor is often
a very hard one, and it would be an extremely desirable thing if it
could be in some way ameliorated. 'The question is a very difficult
one; we do not want to encourage imprOVidence and thriftlessness j and
to supplement the savings of the provident and the thrifty, and to
provide for those who have been utterly unable to lay aside anything
for old age, would be a very expensive matter. The Aged Pilgrims'
Friend Society is doing an admirable work in this direction, but its
sphere of operations is, of course, very limited. A Royal Oommission
has been recently appointed to examine into the question, and in the
course of a few weeks it will probably issue a report, but meanwhile
it is very desirable that public attention should be widely directed to
it.. A daily newspaper says;We want-for the sake of every class, but most of all f.. . r honest
working people-to establish on solid and unchangeable grounds a
national provident insurance against pauperism. The soldier and the
sailor in their old age receive for the most part allowances that keep
them from starvation 01' the union; but that vast army of peace within
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our borders, enormously more numerous and for the most part as well
deserving, draws near to the closing marches and final bivouac of life's
campaign with no prospect of a quiet spot in which to await the end
except from one of two resources. Either these aged men and women
of the wage-drawing ranks must have been thrifty, storing up like ants
and bees a lHtle honey for the winter of existence, or they must possess
friends and relations who will cherish and comfort them for affection's
sake; otherwise they must drift into the dreary dock of the workhouse,
and wear the sad livery of a pauper. What we all want is to find some
plan-large, sound, lasting, and favourable to virtue more than to vicewhich shall reward thrift an,j meet providence half-way; which shall
e!1c.ourag~ the artisan and the labourer to look upon himself as, indeed, a
CIVIl soldIer of the State; worthy of honour while he works, and worthy,
w~en he can work no longer, of an asylum and a pension-a plan that,
WIthout being luxurious, shall carry with it dignity, sufficiency, and the
pleasant warrant of being universally offered and received. We want to
see our old men sitting in peace under the honeysuckles or roses of a
cottage porch, their silver hairs a crown of glory, their weary limbs
comfortably settled in the armchair that they have earned. We want to
see our old women beside their own bit of fire, assured by what they
have been and done in life of their cup of tea and their quiet chat with
neighboors, not draped in the grey fustian of the workhouse, nor shut
up inside its gates, for being guilty of three-score years and ten.
There is no doubt about the remarkable fact which was mentioned in
the last number of our Magazine, that the Pope has recommended the
study of the Bible. An encyclical was issued by him on the 18th of
last November, and in it he says, "For a long time we have had the
idea of reviving and recommending the most noble study of the Holy
Writings." These are strange words indeed for a Pope of Rome!
After prohibiting the circulation of the Bible for centuries, and anathematising, persecuting, and killing multitudes for daring to read it,
the so-called "infallible" Head of an "infallible" Ohurch now revokes
its previous utterances, and highly recommends what it has heretofore
so strongly condemned. What can be the meaning of this ~ It appears
that there are two opposing parties within the precincts of the Vatican,
one consisting largely of English and American perverts, who, perhaps,
are becoming conscious to some degree of the fearful mistake which
they have made, and consequently would fain alter the mediffivalism
with which they find themselves surrounded; and the other the old
Ultramontane party, who love that mediffivalism, and would not change
it on any consideration. The former, wishing to draw their old
friends and associates into the same net in which they themselves
have been caught, find their efforts .hampered by the hostility which
Rome has hitherto shown to the Bible; and they would fain see that
hostility withdrawn; whilst the latter, regarding it as a dangerous
book, and opposed to Romish teaching, would not sanction its circulation at any price. The former may be only a minority, but they
are a very powerful minority, and the Pope has apparently seen fit to
issue this encyclical through the pressure which they have brought to
bear upon him. But although he has done this, he does not give by
it an unrestricted permission or recommendation to his followers to
study the Word of God, for in the same document he adds these
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words :-" It is the province of our Holy Mother Ohurch to judge
of the sense and interpretation of the sacred books. Oonsequently,
no one is permitted to expound the Scriptures in a fashion contrary
to this meaning, or the unanimous consent of the Fathers. . . . .
Every interpretation which is opposed to the teaching of the Ohurch
is foolish and false. . . ., Supernatural revelation, according to the
faith of the universal Ohurch, is inclosed as much in unwritten
tradition as in the Book called holy and canonical." Whilst therefore
in theory the Pope recommends or permits his followers to study the
Bihle, he practically only permits them to do so subject to the erroneous interpretations of his Ohurch, and united to the uncertain and
often misleading teaching of oral tradition.
A singnlar discovery has been made by a Russian traveller, namely,
an anciently-written life of Ohrist, in a monastery in Thibet. He heard
that a wonderful book was there, and determined to see it at all risks;
but in all probability he would not have succeeded had he not met with
a severe fall from his horse, which gave him a claim to the compassion of the monks. He was taken into the monastery and tended
as an invalid there, and whilst he lay on his sick-bed, the old book
was brought to him, and whilst an interpreter translated it, he took
down his words. The book is a Buddhist account of the life of our
Lord, who is described as being a saint of Israelitish origin, "in
whom resided the soul of the universe," and who was put to death
"in the land of his birth by the Roman Governor, Pilate, his tomb
afterwards being found empty."
The work accomplished by the Religious Tract Society is vast, varied,
and invaluable. It is one of the most useful adjuncts to the ordinary
missionary operations of the various sections of the Ohristian Ohurch,
both at home and abroad. The Society's publications, too, have long
since ceased to be confined to leaflets and booklets. Volumes of all
sizes, and dealing with a variety of subjects from a Ohristian point
of view, flow from it, as in one continuous stream, all the year round.
But we are glad to learn that the special work, from which its name
probably was derived, continues to be one of its largest and most useful
departments, namely, the issue and circulation of tracts. Although the
name" tract" is not so popular as it once was, there is no falling off
in the issue and circulation of the ordinary tracts, but during the
past twelve months they reached the vast total of twenty millions. This
included the foreign circulation, which applies t'l no less than 209
different languages. Tracts are issued by the Society for all conditions
of men, women, and children, and to meet the special needs of the
present day; for example, " Present Day Tracts" deal with philosophical
questions in an intelligent and cultured manner, and "Questions of the
People" deal with SUbjects of common discussion in a popular way.
The distinctly spiritual tracts are still as popular as ever, some of
them having attained to the immense circulation of 800,000; and so
are the tracts on biography and history-the life of MARTIN LUTHER,
for example, having attained a circulation of 146,000, and the "Story of
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Lucknow" that of 754,000. It is one of the chief glories of the Religio~s
Tract Society that not a single penny of the voluntary contributions IS
applied to the expenses of management, these are all borne by the
business side of the house; and grants are made to Christian workers
of all Evangelical denominations at home and in the foreign mission
field.
A missionary's lot must often be exceedingly trying, but particularly
so in winter time, in the "Great Lone Land," in the extreme north
of North America. Cut off from all intercourse with the southern
world, in the midst of a vast region of ice and snow, very sparsely
populated, with extremely shortened days, and the very coarsest and
plainest of food, a missionary may indeed claim our warmest sympathr·
Such is the position of good Bishop REEVE, of the Great Mackenzl.e
River. 'Vhen he was last in England, he was obliged to leave hIS
wife and children behind him, as it was imperatively necessary that
they should winter at home; and since then he has had to live alone
in the "Great Lone Land," in the midst of a solitude which must be
experienced ere it can be fully realized . Yet he writes home hopefully
and cheerily, and he gives some remarkable particulars respecting .the
work of God in that far-distant region, especially amongst the Eslumo
(or Esquimaux). He says:The Eskimo are found in Greenland, Labrador, all along the northern
border of the American continent, and on the coast of Siberia; lmt o~r
concern at present is with those who live near the mouth of the MackenZie
River, and are therefore within my diocese. They seem to 'be a people
quite distinct from the Indiaus, being on the whole more provident,
having lighter complexions, and differing in habits, langmLge, and customs. The name (Esquimaux) means "eaters of raw flesh," and was given
them by others. They call themselves" Innuit," which signifies" the people."
Some of the tribes have a tradition that the Creator made different types
of people, but none of them pleased Him until the Innuit were produced.
They so satisfied Him that He made no more-hence the name! Unlike
the Indians, who have largely adopted European clothing, they retain their
native and much more picturesque costume, which is made chiefly of the
skins of the reindeer, and often decorated with great taste. In character
they have been described as addicted to lying, thievish, quarrelsome, and
sometimes murderous. They are also ignorant, degraded, and superstitious. Until of late years it was always a more or less anxious time when
they came to their trading post, Fort McPherson, to barter their furs; a,nd
a sense of relief was felt by everyone when they departed.
Some attempts were made at their annual trading visits to teach them
the simple truths of the Gospel, and these having met with some encouragement, the Bishop sent them a missionary (the Rev. J. O. STRINGER),
who had offered his services in response to a special appeal. He started
for the Arctic coast in the summer of 1892, in a canoe, accompanied by
an Indian half-breed, and English-speaking Eskimo to interpret for him.
"This was no light enterprise," the Bishop says:Nor was it lightly undertaken. Much interest was manifested towards
him on his arrival, and all seemed friendly. ~rauy of them had never
yet heard the good news of sa.lvation. Some thought he was a fur-ti'ader;
but he told them he had nothing to tra.de and nothing to give away, but
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had come to tell them that which would do them good. On one occasion
when he was telling them of what Jesus had done for them, one man said,
"Tell me about that. That is good news." And after a while the oldest
man in the village exclaimed, "It is the fault of the white people that we
did not know this before. We have seen them a long time now and they
never taught us this!" But after a few days, when they found he was not
going to give them presents, the feeling changed, and he was told in pretty
plain terms that he need not stay any longer. Speaking of this he says,
"My men were discouraged and stayed with reluctance. I could not blame
them. It was only a determined sense of duty that kept me there. But
during those dark days I was drawn nearer to God than ever before, and
g ,t some wonderful assurances from His Word that made me hope. The
young chief had shown me kindness at first and I was much in his tent.
One day when I went to visit him he told me he did not think I should stay
any longer. It was no use. I was not giving presents. This seemed a
finishing blow, for) had hoped much from this man. GEORGE (the interpreter) was with me at the time. After a silent prayer I spoke a few
eal'llest words to him, telling him to be careful how he interpreted what I
said. Then I told the chief why I was there; that I had come a long
distance to try t() tell them what would do them good, and of how great
importance it was compared with the few presents they expected from
me which I was unable to give. He thought awhile without saying anything, and then invited me into his private sleeping-tent. He spread a rug
for me, and we three sat down. Then he said he wanted to know more about
those things I had been telling them of. He wished to go to heaven
when he died, and would like to know the way. I had a long talk with him,
told him the Gospel story simply, and he seemed pleased." From that day
things changed. All became more friendly, and the remaining days spent
there were comparatively pleasant. The next week, when they were leaving
for the Fort, the chief repeatedly expressed the hope that he would come
back soon to be their minister and teach them. On the whole, therefore,
the visit was not without encouragement, and gave hope for more success
on a future occasi::m. Thousands and thousands of dollars have been spent
in endeavours to penetrate those icy regions and for purposes of scientific observation and discovery. May I not plead for aid to help us in the
endeavour to reach the hearts of these heathen Eskimo, and to tell them of
a Saviour's love P Without God, without Christ, without hope of a brighter
future; living in those awful solitudes of ice and snow, where the sun
never rises for weeks together; after suffering the privations of hunger as
well as of cold; their condition surely appealR to the hearts of all Christians,
and a plea for them should not be in vain.

MERCIES.

How timely are Thy mercies, bounteous Lord! Prone as I am to
wander, and forgetful as I am of Thee, yet how unceasi.ng are Thy
favours.
New each morning, and renewed each evenmg of my
pilgrimage. Thou comest forth at morning, noon, and eve, with fresh
pledges of Thy watchfulness and love, so that in their contemplation I
am lost in wonder and delight.-Musings. By D. A. D.

As, at the deluge, the waters covered the highest mountains as well
as the lowest hills, so pardoning mercy cancels the greatest sins as
well as the least.-A1Towsmith.
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Qum·terly Record of the Aged Pilgril11S' Friend Society.
IF there is one society nearer our heart than another, it would be the
above j and greatly cheering is it to learn 1,298 pensioners living in
all parts of the country are being aided, the sum of £8,300 per
annum being expended in pensions alone, whilst a yearly income of
£2,000 is needed to provide for and maintain the four homes of the
society.
y.,T e cannot refrain from quoting a few extracts from this
record of visits paid to the aged inmates of the peaceful home in
Oamberwell.

\

Amongst these willing and waiting ones I have spent a happy,
interesting, and noteworthy day at the Aged Pilgrims' Asylum, Camber.
well. Again and again I found myself re.calling the scenes of that last
chapter of the "Immortal Allegory," in which BUNYAN describes the
pilgrims waiting on the brink of the river-life's journey and conflict
over, only waiting for the token, "An arrow with a point sharpened with
love," bidding them to cross the river. And no small privilege did I find
it to conver8e awhile on "things touching the King," with one who had
served Him, "kept by the power of God," for eighty years. Let me at
once introduce this aged handmaid of the Lord.
AN EIGHTY YEARS' EXPERIENCE.-Here she sits in her cosy little
room; her eyes have late1y become dim, and small marvel, for she is
ninety-one years of age, and speaks in quite a motherly way of "the
young woman (only seventy-five) next door." Some time ago, getting out
of the tramcar, the aged dame slipped, fell, and broke her arm; and I
need hardly add the old bones will not set. Yet, forsooth, she is wonderfully bright. Here is a little bit of our talk :-" God broke my heart in
the year 1807, when I was only eleven years old, in Mr. GUNNER'S chapel
in the Borough Road." "So you have served Him eighty years, have
you? Now, as few have kept so long company with the Saviour, few
have had so long experience-tell me, for the sake of youn~er disciples,
what have you to say of Him?" "Just what David said, 'Goodness and
mercy have followed me all the days of my life.''' "But did you never
have trials and difficulties as we have now?" "Why. bless the Lord, it's
been trials nigh all the way-praise His name for it." "But you found
them hard to bear?" "Hard enough, sir; but, then, I always discovered
by.and.bye 'it hath been very good for me to have been afilicted.' The
Lord brought me through; though I trembled, He never failed me-not
once. The longer I've known Him, the better I've found Him." The
old lady paused awhile, and proceeded: "I drops off asleep often in the
afternoon. This afternoon I was away in the old chapel-sixty or seventy
years ago-heard some of the old words, and caught myself humming
some of the old hymns. They're forgotten now most of them, but they
were strong meat for the fainting soul" 'Draw me from all created good,
From self, the world, and sin,
To the dear fountain of Thy blood,
And make me pure within.'''
" You will have few friends or relatives left now?" " None, I believe,
sir; all have gone; some with the King are waiting for me." " Now
then, when earthly support failed, what happened?" "Happened! Just
what He said would happen. 'Even to hoar hairs will I carry you. Let
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thy widows trust in Me.' What else could happen?" "N othing else
nothing else; but many a fainting and fighting one may be cheered by
your testimony that it is really just so."
"HE IS WITH ME ALL THE TIl\1E." -On leaving her I learned that a
yet more aged pllgrim in the asylum had died but recently; so that she
is now the oldest in the place. Another deal' old lady has been eighteen
years afflicted with a painful complaint; but none the less is her testimony
bright and cheerful. She is now seventy-seven years of age. " How is
it with you?" '" Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all His
benefits.''' "But you are lonely, and in pain, are you not?" " That
I am. My soul is in haste to be gone ; but this room bas been a very
Bethel to me. He is here with me all the time; and I'm sure tbat even
in the crushing tribulation He never left me. Oh, often it is as 'IVATTS
says'" The opening heavens around me shine
With beams of sacred bliss,
When Jesus shows His heart is mine,
And whispers I am His.'"
"Have you known Him long?" "Seventy years ago He taught me to
take Him at His word-though I was only a little girl, I remember it
plainly. All through life, and in every trouble, He has just kept me to
this, and He will be as good a His word-always."
SPEAKING WELL OF HIM.-" The Lord has been good; oh, so good!"
was the testimony of a frail, sweet-faced dame. "And you speak well of
Him then?" "Speak well of Him! It would ill become me not to. It's
seventy-four years since He brought me to see my need of Him. The
Lord has been chastening me all my life, for I have suffered with a
nervous affection of the spine. But He has been with me, has gi,en me
sustaining grace, has comforted me, has raised up friends for me, has
brought me here, and I will speak well of Him."

The Story of Two Noble Lil;es.
volumes.

By AUGUSTliS J. O. HARE.
London: George Allen.

In three

THESE are extremely interesting volumes. The" two lives" are those of
two sisters, OHARLOTTE, Oountess OANNING, and LOUISA, Marchioness of
WATERFORD, both of whom were beloved and devoted Ohristian women.
The first volume gives particular.:; of their family history, and describes
the life of the Marquis and Marchioness of WATERFORD in Ireland; and
the second volume describes the Indian Mutiny, which occurred whilst
Lord OANNING was Governor-General of India.
Ourraghmore, Lord WATERFORD'S Irish residence, is situated in the
Oounty of Waterford, only a few miles from Bonmahon, where our
lat,e beloved Editor laboured so long; and. the account which is given
in these volumes of Lord and Lady WATERFORD'S experiences there,
especially at the time of the Irish Rebellion, vividly recalls to mind
what he had to pass through. We read;The spring of 1848 brought menaces of a general insurrection in Ireland, the principal agitator being Mr. SMITH O'BRIEN, who, wild and
fanatical in his views and acts, was sincere in the cause he espoused,
and in which he was ready to risk his o\vn life and fortune. Though
tbere was very little fear of an Irish war, great was the apprehension of
outrage and crime in the smouldering discontent which the Irish demagugues did their utmost to excite.
Up to that time the W ATERFORDS had been idolised by their tenantry
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and their poorer neighbours, who regarded them as their best friends.
Now they were universally scowled at, the great house of Curraghmore
was obliged to be fortified by cannon, and the pOlice-station of Portlaw,
close to the park gate, was besieged by an arm'ed rabble. During this
time Lady WATERFORD never ventured to leave the house. for the Fenians
threatened to carry her off to the hills, and a gang, determined to do
this, or perish in the attempt, was ready to seize her if she ever left the
gates. There would have been a heavy ransom for Lord W ATERF'ORD'S
beautiful wife.
On September 19th an attack on Curraghmore was hourly expected.
"Mr. CORRY begs to acquaint Lord WATERFORD that the people of Portlaw are all up since two o'clock this morning, the men mostly armed with
pikes and other weapons, marching about the roads. The information
we have is that the people of Carrick are leaving the town and encamp.
ing on the hills near Ballyguin, and that they expect the people all over
the district to join them; that the army are keeping close to thcir
barracks. The last message we learn which came here is that the people
are not to leave this place till they hear again; that it is expected the
army in Carrick will join the people. l'fIany people have gone from this
already, but those who remain are walking about quietly. Our people
are all up, and I have gathered them into the factory, intending to
retreat to Curraghmore if there is occasion, which I hope there will not
be."
THE MARCHIONESS OF WATERFORD TO LADY J ANE ELLICE,
"Ctwmghmo?'e, 13eptembeT 19th, 1848.
"DEAREST JENNY,-Your letter was indeed most welcome. Thank you
for thinking of us in our time of tribulation, for such it is. We live in
a state of siege-twenty-five soldiers quartered in the house, sixteen or
eighteen specials also watching day and night on the house-top. W. goes
out armed to the teeth, and I am not allowed to venture out of sight of
tbe windows. For one of DOHEY and DILLON'S plans was to seize W. f01'
a hostage, and do to him whatever is done to the leaders; and W. thinks
I may be caught (as a pis-allm') if he is not, and does not want to have
to chase me as well as the rebels. The evil spirit of this attempt is
confined to about three counties, but is raging here. The country is
scoured by the rebels, who force the farmers to give up their guns, and
even live stock and provisions, while they press the labourers into thfir
ranks bon g?'e mal g?·e.
"W. has cbased mobs in various directions with no more success than
now and then catching a prisoner. The Portlaw attack, which the 'l'imes
has treated, together with the whole attempt at insurrection, as a bad
joke, was nearly very serious to us. If the six policemen had not been
able to maintain their ground and repel the mob, their plan was, with
the arms obtained at the barracks, to march on to this house. One man
was killed on the spot, another died that evening. Two wounded have
since died, and have been buried by their friends, and one died this very
morning. The Rathgarmuck Police Station was burnt. I daresay you
read of the attack on old Mr. HILL'S in the papers. He gave up two
guns when they began to burn his house, and kept back thirty-eight.
Meantime we have a lull and quiet to-day, though all sorts of prophecies
were promised us for 'bloody Tuesday, the 19th.' I think we must not
trust to peace yet. It really had far better come to fighting than
smoulder on as it has done. I am very glad to be on the spot, and I
assure you it is much less anxious. The women in the house have waxed
very martial, and began to hope they would attack us, to show how we
could defend ourselves. I am sure, much as the rebels wish it, they do
not dare.. .A. great many of the labourers have joined the rebels, some
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pressed into it, others willingly; some conceal themselves about the farm
to prevent the chance of being taken. One afternoon a summons came,
and twenty-five openly walked away."
Lady WATERFORD was rather inclined in her early life to "HighChurchism," but she altered her opinions considerably afterwards, and
she wrote (in 1857), c< I do not think I have a ray of High-Ohurchism
left; my opinions on that head are entirely changed, and I humbly
hope I shall by degree~, and the grace of God, learn better." She
was converted-or rather led to an earnest study of God's Word, which
resulted in her conversion-by means of a perusal of the "Life of
Oaptain HEDLEY VICARS." Miss MARSH, the well-known authoress of
that book, mentions in a letter to Mr. HARE respecting her acquaintance with Lady VV ATERFORD : "She unfolded to me something of the story of her past life, and
especially of her religious views and feelings. She told me that she and
her only sister had been brought up in strict attention to all duties, and
a scrupulous observance of religious ordinances, and that for a time this
formal religion had satisfied her. But, she went on to say, a new life
dawned upon her heart whilst she was reading the record of a noble
young life, consecrated first to the service of the Saviour, known as his
own and loved and trusted in, and then laid down in the service of his
Queen and country. That which struck her most forcibly as she read,
was the contrast between her formal routine of religious duties, with her
hopeless hope that in time it would make her good enough to attain to
heaven, and the warmth of the young soldier's love, constraining him, from
the moment when he first believed that his sins were pardoned by the
atoning blood of Jesus Christ, to live thenceforth a life of glad selfsacrifice in his Saviour's service."
Lady WATERFORD was a very decided Protestant, and she said, "I
glory in the name." She found great comfort in the great doctrine of
justification by faith, and she could not bear anything which she
thought was a deviation from it. Mr. HARE gives an extract from his
notebook, made while he was on a visit to Ford Oa.stle (Lord WATERFORD'S
English residence) in 1874, which illustrates this; it is as follows : We went to church at Etal in the afternoon. Both there and at
Ford, it bemg All Saints'-day, the sermons were wholly in exaltation of
the saints, church services, and salvation by works. Lady WATERFORD
was pained by it; coming back, she spoke of a simple rule of doctrineJust before God by faith,
Just before men by works;
Just by the works of faith,
Just by the faith which works.
Lady WATERFORD was a woman of great discernment, as the following
quotations from her letters show:I read ROBERTSON'S "Sermons" last year, and they frightened me. I
saw in them the extreme love of one doctrine, of one attribute of our
Lord, taking immeasurable proportions over the rest. His love to man,
and the extreme tenderness in His human nature, are held forth, while
His Divinity and Godhead, and redemption for sinners, are scarcely mentioned. NEWllUN'S" Apologia" is a sad picture of a great intellect going
into a wrong channel, horn want of the simple truth of Scripture-looking
to councils and Church history, antiquity, and development, instead of the
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"sincere milk of the Word." Alluding to some lines written upon the death
of an excellent woman, she said: "I thought them beautiful, but not
Ohristian. . . . . It goes against my feelings of Ohristianity to speak of
the most perfect human being as needing no perfecting, for we are 'poor,
naked, blind, miserable,' and any perfecting is the gift of God."
The third volume gives an account of the loss of her husband,
who was killed whilst hunting; of the death of her sister, Lady
CANNING; and also of her own peaceful later days. Mr. HARE might,
perhaps, have thrown her character into stronger relief, if he had more
fully described her husband, "the wild Lord WATERFORD"; and if he
had given his readers to understand something more of the peculiar
difficulties which she had to encounter in her married life. The
wonder is that she was ever allowed by her parents to marry such a
man; but her gentleness, her patience, her unwearied kindness, and
her consistent Christian profession, united to her grace and beauty,
worked wonders with him. She was spoken of by her tenantry as
"the good, the dear Lady WATERFORD," and truly her life might
well be described as a 'I noble" one.

e

The Resurrection of the Body. By the Rev. K W. BULLINGER, D.D.
London: 7, St. Paul's Churchyard, KC.
THE doctrine of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ, so substantiated by
His subsequent appearance and the abounding evidences recorded in
the Scriptures, forms one of the fundamental principles of the Christian
faith, and the Spirit-taught believe in it without the shadow of a
doubt. "I am," says Christ, "the Resurrection and the Life: he that
believeth in Me shall never die" (that is, eternally). "This is the
Father's will which hath sent Me, that of all which He hath given Me
I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day."
By which it is clear, that involved in Christ's resurrection is the resurrection of all that die in Christ; but it is not so clear as to, "How
are the dead raised 1 and with what body do they come 1" And it
does appear to us that, while we have many books written upon
the doctrine of the resurrection, we have very few written upon this
important question, "With what body do they come 1" Our dear friend
and brother, Dr. BULLINGER, has in a measure supplied that need; and
we must say, that the views which he has advanced have been those
which we have held for many years, and which we believe to be in
accordance with the Scriptures of truth. Briefly, but ably, he confutes
the erroneous notions that have from time to time been promulgated,
such as the germ theory, the identity theory, the re-incarnation and
spiritual body theory, and drives us to that which we believe is the
correct one, namely, re-creation. "God giveth it a 1:lody as it hath
pleased Him." Concerning which t.he late C. H. SPURGEON beautifully
remarks: "It is no small thing that the golden bowl should be broken,
that the silver cord should be loosed, that the pitcher should be
broken at the fountain, and the wheel be broken at the cistern, that
the windows should be darkened, and the grinders should cease, and
that the dust should return to earth as it was. It is no small matter
that a man should become a corpse, and that his corpse should become
food for worms, yet this is but the beginning to an end. This is but
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the digging out of the foundation for a costly superstructure. This is
but putting away t.he worn-out vesture, in order that there may be
brought forth the spotless robes of glory j this is but the refining-pot,
into which the body is put, and it shall come out of the crucible like
gold seven times purified."
One regret we have in the issue of this little book is that it is so
little, only appearing in the form of a penny pamphlet j and we
could venture to hope that at some future time the learned Doctor
may be led to write a book upon the subject, which shall form a
standard work in our libraries.

The Book F~tnd (tnd its JiVO'rlc, 1893. London:" Passmore and Ahtbaster.
WHAT a volume could be written Oll the frontispiece which accompanies
this little volume.
There is a picture of a well-stocked library, the
table strewn with papers, a framed portrait, an unoccupied arm-chair,
and underneath all this is written, "The empty study at Westwood!"
And then dear Mrs. SPURGEON writes of her sorrow in these beautiful
words, '" The first anniversary of his death '-this is how nature puts
it-' The heginning of an endless life of bliss with the Lord, this is what
faith says." Then her gratitude flows forth that, in the waiting time of
her sojourn here alone, her God has so graciously helpe her to continue
her loved" Book Fund and its Work." She says, "The blessedness of
giving is a healing balm for a sore heart, and the joy of making the
Master's servants happy, for the Master's sake, has a power in it. to
turn Marah's bitter waters into sweetness." Extracts follow from writers
scattered all over the world, who can testify to the value of the work
dear Mrs. SPURGEON pursues-in fact, the whole of the little book is
fraught with interest and encouragement. But in this limited space
we must glance at the summary, and what uo we read? Books distributed during the year, 8,880 volumes, making a total of 146,332
volumes for the eighteen years. And all this the work of a suffering
invalid! Truly," What hath God wrought!" Amongst the gifts from
friends we notice that the late dear Dr. DOUDNEY'S books and booklets
number 2,030; fitting token that those two highly honoured servants
of their Lord should send forth their publications side by side. They
loved each other in the Lord, they each loved their Lord in living,
loving union, and they are together before the Throne, singing the
praises of Him who had thus loved them with His everlasting love.
In the distribution of the late C. H. SPURGEON'S Sermons, we find
that Mrs. SPURGEON has sent forth to Russia, Germany, China, India,
and to many other foreign lands, besides home circulation, in all, 64, Ill,
whilst that excellent monthly publication, the Sword and T1'owel, has
been sent to 1,500 poor pastors and others who could not afford to
have it otherwise. Go on, dear friend; cheered and encouraged in the
past, may the Lord yet show you greater things than these, and enable
you to go on un wearyingly in your mission until you hear His summons,
" Well done, good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy
Lord."
LET us learn to run up all the mercies we are partakers of to the
proper spring-" Who loved me and gave Himself for rne."-Owen.

