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Who comforteth ns in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble. by the comfort wherewith wc ourselves are comforte'l of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

"THUS IT MUST BE."
"But

llOW

then shall the Scriptures be ftt{fitled, that thus it must
be? "-MATTHEW xxvi. 54.

How highly Jesus ever prized the Word of His Father-the
Word written! How largely He quoted from its holy pages in
His public ministry! He knew that those Scriptures concerned
Himself-that" the testimony of Jesus" is the Spirit of prophecy.
His delight was therefore iu those sacred records of His Father's
counsels, and in all His words and works it was the one design
of His life to fulfil the purposes of His Father's heart. "I
delight to do thy will, 0 my God; yea, Thy law is within my
heart" (Psalm xl. 8). 'With Him it was an immutable truth-" The
Scripture cannot be broken" (John x. 35). He came to magnify
the written Word by accomplishing, in His own Person, service,
and suffering, all that the patriarchs, prophets, and types had
foretold and foreshadowed of the Hedeemer of God's elected
people.
When, therefore, the dark shades of Gethsemane gathered
around the soul of the Son of Man,. and the hour of His greatest
weakness set in, we find Him still dominated by this one consideration-" Thus it must be."
The Scriptures of the Old
Testament had authoritatively predicted the "cross and passion"
of Messiah, and, being none other thau Messiah Himself, He
would accept no deliverance from the shame of the cross, or escape
from the agonies of the penal death which awaited Him. Simon
Peter's zeal in drawing his sword and striking the captors of his
beloved Lord and Master Jesus could not sanction. 'rhat zeal was
begotten of inability to apprehend the spirit and object of Christ's
mission. Peter's error was promptly corrected. "Put up again
thy sword into his place," was the command of Jesus.
And
then He went on to expound the principles on which He was
s
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proceeding in accomplishing the undertaking He had made
Himself, as Covenant Surety, responsible to discharge. " Thinkest
thou that I cannot now pray to My Father, and ITe Rhall presently
give Me more than twelve legions of angels?" Jesus did not
need Simon's sword. Heavenly principalities and powers were
within His call at a moment's notice, any single member of whichas in the times of godly Hezekiah-could have slain his tens of
thousands in an instant of time. But then, how should" the
Scriptures be fulfilled" which (as in Psalms xxii. and lix., Isaiah liii.,
Daniel ix" and Zechariah xiii. 7) had plainly prcdicted the
humiliation, persecution, self-surrender, and voluntary RlLorifice of
the Son of Man? Obedience to those prophetic SCt'iptul'os, which
revealed His Father's will, superseded all considerations of oscape
from the hands of the armed bands led by Judas, the tl'ftitor.
Jesus knew Himself to be "the Lamb slain from the fOllnclation
of the world," as witnessed to by the Scriptures of truth. "'1'/1//8,"
then, "it flUId be." He had sworn, to His Own hurt, hut ((
would not go back from it. ITe had loved His own wliioh W(1l"
in the world-He would love them unto the end, yea, evon unto
blood. The blood of the Lamb mnst be shed. That was essentin1
to the glorifying of the Father. That" must be," if the sal VI1tion of His people was to be realized. The Scriptures had forotold that the Kinsman of God's Israel would fulfil HiR offioo.
How, therefore, could He, at that supreme moment, draw 1mok
from His obligations?
No; He would" set His face liko a
flint," and steadfastly go through the awful ordeal of bearing th
wrathful penalty of offended justice.
He had COIIII' to El/we
sinners-He would tlle1'rj'01'e save them. Their sins and iniquitios
He would by imputation bear, and bear away.
His blood J J 0
would freely pour out-that blood whose virtue secures all tho
ends which the Holy Scriptures point out as requiring to be
met in order to the perfecting of the Church's salvation. l . ot us
briefly note some of these objects, and mark well the forco of the
Saviour's authoritative words to Peter--" Thus it mllst Of."
1. The blood of the Lamb" must be" shed as tho" blood of
the Oovenant." Without the death of the testator it testament
is without force. Jesus c. must" die to make the Divino 'l'ostament operative. Again, "the blood of the Everlasting Covenant"
(Heb. xiii. 20) is necessary to ratify the obligations entered into
between the Father and the Son as covering the various moral
relations existing between God and sinful men. Jesus is the
" Surety" (Heb. vii. 22) of tho Covenant of salvation. His death
is the principal element in the confirmation of all the provisions
of the Covenant. As risen from the dead, He is empo wered to
administer those provisions. He possesses "all power," in virtue
of' His meritorious sacrificial death.
He holds the keys of
authority as the result of His obedience unto death. ileal' we
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Him-" I am He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am
alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death"
(Rev. i. 18). Here, then, we recognize the force of the words of
Jesus in Gethsemane-" Thus it must be."
2. The blood of the Lamb" must be" shed, also, as the blood of
Redemption. Those who, in the loving and merciful purpose of
J ehovah, were interested in the Everlasting Covenant, needed to
be redeemed from the wrath to come.
" Jesus died, He died to save us;
Wonder, 0 ye heavens, at this;
Wonder at the proof He gave us,
Proof of love such love as His;
Foes its object
Wondrous in our eyes it is!
" Well it may be, 'tis the wonder
Of the thousands round His throne;
He whose voice is heard in thunder,
He who reigns in heaven alone,
Leaves His glory,
Comes to earth, and is not known!"

Redeeming blood is the key-note of the song of all grace-saved
sinners. The highest and most glorious description of the saved
ones recorded anywhere in Holy Scripture is, probably, that
which we find in the inspired words of the Apostle Paul to the
Ephesian Elders at Miletus-" The Church of God which He hath
j!1ti'cltascd with His own blood" (Acts xx. 28).
The source and
spring of that wondrous redemption by blood, and the inestimable
benefits flowing therefrom, are exquisitely set forth by the same
Apostle in his Epistle to the same body of believers at Ephesus"In lV/lOin we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness
of sins, according to the riches of His grace" (Eph. i. 7). Jesus
fully weighed the momentousness of shrinking from the terrific
cost of shedding the blood of redemption. He knew the persons
of His sin-sold people could be purchased at no smaller cost than
that of His own blood. He, therefore, firmly held to the truth" J'/ms it must be."

3.

Again;

the blood of the Lamb "must be" shed as
" Justified by His blood" (Rom. v. 9). The
death of Jesus was the death of a Substitute. He" died the Just
for the unjust, that He might bring tlS to God" (1 Pet. iii. 18).
'fhe chatisement of our peace fell upon Him. By His stripes are
we healed-we who, through the grace of the Holy Spirit, believe
in Him. "By Him all that believe are Justified from all things"
(Acts xiii. 39). The end is blood-secured-" Whom He justified,
them He also glorified" (Rom. viii. 30). Jesus perfectly well
knew that only by His substitutionary blood-shedding could He
meet all the charges and accusations which legally lay against
JllsWying blood.

s 2
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Hence His emphatic words to Peter-" Thus if;

must be."

4. But more; the blood of the Lamb "must be" shed as theblood of Reconciliatz:on. "When we were enem£es we were 1'econciled to God by the death of His Son" (Rom. v. 10). The offended
party must first stretch out his hand in the matter of reconciliaIt was man who was
tion. God it was who was wronged.
alienated from God. "The natural mind is enmity against God."
The blood of Christ, therefore, was so shed as to secure a change
Repentance toward God is the
of mind in the redeemed ones.
fruit of the shed blood of Jesus. The offering of His sacrifice for
sin led to His own glorious exaltation, and, be it noted, "Him hath
God exalted with His right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour,
for to give 1'epentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins" (Acts v.
31). This, likewise, Jesus knew well, and, therefore, bore witness
to the absolute necessity of His death-" Thus it must be."
5. Further; the blood of the Lamb "must be" shed as the
blood of Oleansing. Those who, through sovereign grace, having
been convinced of sin and led to the blood of Christ for the
washing of justification, yet daily mourn over their practical sins,
short-comings, and backslidings, need an open fountain for their
troubled consciences. "In many things we offend all." Just in
proportion as the believer walks" in the light" of God's countenance will he discover, to His distress, the foul presence of sin
(1 John i. 7). To meet that defilement of conscience, therefore, the
blood-sprinkled mercy-seat is provided. There the once-sprinkled
blood is ever efficacious. God's own eye is always on that blood.
"When I see the blood "-which is every moment-" I will pass
over you," is His promise. A faith-view of the accepted sacrifice
of Jesus pacifies the sin-agitated soul of God's child, and then
follows "a great calm." When Jesus washed the feet of His
disciples, He explained to them this beautiful provision of His
grace. In Gethsemane He stood by this truth, and knowing that
only through the pouring out of His blood could this sanctifying
experience be proved by His Church, He bowed His head to the
fiat of the Scriptures-" Thus it must be."
6. And lastly; the blood of the Lamb "must be" shed as
tlte blood oJ Access. "Having therefore, brethren, boldness to entel'
into the. holiest by the blood oJ Jesus" (Heb. x. 19). Those whom
Christ has brought nigh by His blood are privileged to "go in
and out." The kingdom of heaven is ., open" to all believers.
Just as J acob, in the yision of the heavenly ladder, saw the
angels ascending and descending on the Son of Man, so the faith
of the true believer is constantly occupied between heaven and
earth in trading with God, on the sure ground of His promises in
Christ. Christ is the Mediator. His blood is the passport which
faith ever holds in her hand to present. The plea of Christ's
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sacrifice is unanswerable in the courts of the Father. Jesus knew
this in Gethsemane. He connted the cost of securing for His
followers this high privilege and glorious inheritance, and affirmed
- " T/ws it must be."
.
Oh, fellow believers, let us contemplate more deeply and
habitually the infinite love and grace of the Lord Jesus when
He refused twelve legions of angels rather than deprive His
needy people of their present unspeakable mercies-a sure Covenant, an effectual redemption, a perfect justification, an unalter-able reconciliation, a constant purification, and. a blood-purchased
right of way into the presence-chamber of J ehovah.
THE EDrr01!,.

" SALVATION IS OF THE LORD."
" rVhen Jacob had made an end of commanding his sons, he gathe1'ed 1p
J~is feet into the bed, and yielded 1p the ghost, and was gathered unto his
people."-GENEsls xlix. 33.
.JAeOB was a man tossed up and down in life, yet by grace he could
nestle under the wings of Him who was afterwards to say, "Come
unto Me, all ye that are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you
rest." In all circumstance~, when your heart is weary, when your poor
spirit is fluttering from bough to bough, there is none who can calm
your troubled sea but Jesus. There, on the Rock of Ages, there,
under a sense of your own weakness, you can bathe your weary soul,
and find rest and strength. We see that good old Jacob had waited
for the Lord's salvation, for he saye, "I have waited for Thy salvation,
o Lord" (verse 18); and similar language was used by the aged
Simeon, when he said, "Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in
peace, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation." If you have been
-enabled to lay hold on the truth that salvation is God's work, you
have found rest for your souls. Oh, for such an assurance as this in
-the dying hour ! We shall nced something to bear us up at such a
time, and this only can support us then. "Salvation is of the Lord" ;
cease to look for it from any other source. It was a closer bond than
[l, natural one between J acob and J oseph, by grace they had been made
<>ne. It is always a loss to the child when a father dies. It matters
not when or where a child of Gael dies. The Lord knows where the
ashes of His own lie, and will at the last day raise him a glorified
body. As I stand on the brink of the grave, I want only sounded in
my oars, "The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin." As the
supplanter, the deceiver, the worm Jacob all his death bed could not
lay claim to an»thing, but as Israel, he was a prince with God.-The
late Rev. P Jloare.
Is there anything that the law requires which the promise does
not give 1 Is there anything by God's commanding will required,
that His will of promise, called the good pleasure of His will, does
not work in us 1
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"BE NOT AFRAID."
(MARK vi. 50.)
THE joys and the fears of His disciples concern the Lord Jesus
personally. He feelingly sympathizes with both. He delights to enter
into their joys. He is the bearer of their cares and sorrows. It is
the sweet privilege of the exercised believer in Jesus to know Him as
the "Brother born for adversity I, (Prov. xvii. 17). IIolV inexpressible
is the comfort, dear Ohristian rea del', of recognising the practical truth
of Dr. BONAR'S precious lines-

" Yes, for me, for me He careth
With a brother's tender care:
Yes, with mc, with me He shareth
Every burden, evel'Y fear."
For, the sympathy of our merciful High Priest is utterly unlike all
human, or even Ohristian syml1athy. The burdened heart, when dealing with Him, needs not to frame its case in words. The inmost
pulsations of the soul are all open to His omniscit\nt eye. That
sorrowful woman-Hannah-fully realized this. No audible utterance
of trouble passed her lips. Eli, the High Priest, "marked her
mouth," when, in "bitterness of soul she prayed unto the Lord, and
wept sore" (1 Sam. i.) but he remained a stranger to her case. The
Holy Ghost says: "Now Hannah, she spake in he?' heart,. only her lips
moved, but he?' voice '/.Cas not heard," That is, man heard it not. But
Jehovah, who heareth His tried ones" in secret," WitS attent to every
plaint of that poor bruised heart, There was One greater than High
Priest Eli who observed the woman "of a sorrowful spirit," and it was
to Him rather than to His official representative Hannah poured out her
distress. And since the day of Hannah's trouble God has been pleased
to take our flesh into union with His eternal Godhead, by reason of
which condescension He has afforded cogent proof to His poor, weak,
trembling ones that "their Redeemer [Heb.-Goel, or Kinsman] is
mighty" (Prov. xxiii. 11). You and I, dear fellow-believer in Ohrist,
possess in Him who sits enthroned at the right hand of the Father
in glory One who, by experience of earth's sorrows, conflicts, and
afIlictions, is so personally "acquainted with grief" that He can
appreciate the de,epest and most secret of our experif'nces, whether
they be circumstantial, providential, or spiritual.
1. Beloved Ohristian reader, are life's trials, in your own case, Circumstantial? You, perhaps, fear to enter into the cloud. The future of your
earthly lot appears as a maze before you. Life's outlook is a tangled
web. How to meet some of its peculiar complications bafRes your
wisdom and understanding; Like the tempest-tossed mariners, of whom
the Psalmist speaks (Psalm cvii.), you are at your" wit's end." But
comes there not a voice across the troubled deep ~ Is it not, too, a
voice you have already heard in the "six troubles" out of which you
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Hearken !-" Be of good cheer: it is

I; be not a/retid."
" Jesus speaks, and speaks to thee."

It is the voice of the Beloved.

The fourth-the last-watch of the
night is the season He often selects in which to visit His disciples on
life's troubled sea. He knows the wind is contrary. He notes
affectionately your laboured efforts to face the storm. Oh, yes; He
is most mindful of His affrighted followers. Nor does He forgflt that
ITo is responsible as their ,. Oounsellor." They are utterly dependent
upon Him for direction, in the path of the great waters. Their
temporal as well as eternal interests have been committed into His
hands by the Father.
"How many loaves have ye ~" is one of
His considerate inquiries whenever the basket is low, or the cupboard
bare. Or, if He design to try the faith of the fearful, as He did in
the case of Philip, and to lead timid trust into more entire reliance
upon His resources, He asks, "Whence shall we buy bread, that these
may eat ~" Yet, from the beginning, He Himself has known what
He would do (John vi. 6). Surely, the Oovenant promise ought to
be enough for faith, even at its lowest ebb,-the oath-bound promise
of the lips that cannot lie,-" I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee"
(Heb. xiii. 5). The things that are seen, though temporal, are yet
at the sovereign and wise disposal of Him who, when He was on
earth, used to speak, as with intimate knowledge of them, of the
flowers of the field, the lilies, and how they grew. The falling sparrow
did not escape His condescending and quick observation, nor the market
price of such insignificant creatures. He used to teach that not one
of those man-despised little "fowls of the a.ir" was forgotten in heaven.
And from that most certain fact He drew the practical lesson that
even those of "little faith" should, in regard to food and clothing,
or, in other words, in respect to their multiform temporal needs, be
Divinely cared for. Oh, yes, beloved in Ohrist, our "daily bread"
has its placo in the well-ordered Covenant of the Father, the Son, and
the Holy f3pirit, and
"He who feeds the ravens
Will give His children bread."
Why, then, should place be given to "fear" ~ Jesus, having fed
the thousands in a desert place, hastened to deliver His stormthroatened disciples, trampling the billows of the Galilean sea beneath
ITis feet, and proving himself a very present Help in the hour of trouble.
"Be of good cheer," was His timely word of bidding. "It is I," was
the secret of a speedy calming of poor troubled minds, and of a prompt
rcadjustment of all troublous surroundings. Circumstances are but the
dust of Christ's feet. They come and go according as the breath of
His mouth determines. He holdeth in His fist the potent winds which
govern all the daily providences of our lot, and although the sea of our
circumstances roar horribly and cause us to be sorely afraid, yet the
truth remains, "The sea is l;Iis, and He made it." Wonderful indeed
it is to trace the surprising deliverances of our God in the case of His
timid, foreboding people. Truly, the weakest of the little ones in the
family and household of faith has cause to speak good of God's name.
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Not one Christian reader of these lines will deny, or wishes to deny,
that in many, mallY instances the Lord bas put fear and doubt to the
blush by an unlooked-for supply in the days of dearth, a sudden deliverance in seasons of perplexity and distress, a powerful upholding when
nature, reason, and the flesh all succumbed to circumstances, and a
providential resurrection from wbat tbreatened to become an engulphing
grave. And is it not true, dear fellow disciple, that it is "by these
things men live" ~ Who would not be a scholar in such a profitable
school as this 1 Hence, our prayer"Jesus, for Thy mercy's sake,
Keep me in Thy school of grace;
Though I'm only fit to take,
Day by day, the lowest place.

I

"Sweet the lesson in Thy school,
And the lowest placc how sweet!
Wben I yield me to Thy rulc,
When I seat me at 'fhy feet!

" Shall the learner darc rebel?
Shall the weak disciple mourn,
If Thy words seem hard to spell,
And Thy thoughts too deep to lC:1rn ? "
2. Then, next, note the Providential aspect of our subject. How wise,
how faithful, how truly all-sufficient is our covenant God! J acob
may reason, and conclude "All these things are against me," yet,
He who worketh all things together for good to them that graciously
love Him, and are "the called according to His purpose," will certainly
carry through His unerring plan, and, in the end, justify every dispensation of His providence.
It is well that God's dear people should remember that the providences
of J ehovah sometimes appear to cross His promises. Not the providences
of God, however, but His promises furnish the warrant f0r faith.
The providences of God vary and change. But the" Yea and Amen"
promises in Christ neither change nor are capable of change. It is,
therefore, wise in us, dear fellow-believer, that we seek grace to walk,
not in the light of varying providencas, but in accordance with the
changeless pnYlnises of the sure Word. The providential dealings of
our God, which mainly appeal to sight !lnd sense, are designed to try
our trust in the unfulfilled promises. Faitb, like patience, must have
her perfect work. Yet, we are warranted by the Scriptures of truth
to watch the providential leadings and indications of our heavenly
Father's hand. And this observation touchingly recalls an incident
which occurred, about fifteen years ago, in the ministerial history of
the writer in connection with his entering on his present Bristol
charge. The late revered Editor, the Rev. Dr. DOUDNEY, who ever
showed the deepest interest in the trials of those whom he knew to
be lovers of God's pure tl'l1th, took occasion during a conversation in
his study at St,. Luke's Vicarage, Bedminster, to minister a word of
cheer and encouragement to his exercised brother in the ministry.
Taking his pen in hand, the beloved servant of Ohrist wrote ou a
slip of paper the following precious exhortation" Wait and watch, and thou shalt see
Wondroua things, and done for thee."
Although fifteen years have all but passed, those simple lines are
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still affixed to the wall in the writer's study, and time after time,
when the waves of providence have tossed the soul and agitated the
mind, the eye has turned to that slip of paper and scanned dear
Dr. DOUDNEY'S consolatory monition, while the troubled heart has
been Divinely granted to breathe an atmosphere of light and liberty
under the assurance that God's providence is the ~tltimate servant of His
promises. Oh, beloved in Christ, seek to lean hard on the Covenant
promises of the Tri-une Jehovah! Remember that His providential
dealings are, after all, only the dust of His feet. The wilderness,
through which we are passing, is a mere transitory experience. Its
incidents ar-e but fitful and brief. Its sorrows are ephemeral. Its
joys are but momentary. We ought not to lay too much stress upon
either our temporal weal or woe. Providences are only" parts of His
Hence we
ways." They are simply little links in a great .chain.
must humbly bear in mind that, as yet, we know only in part; and,
further, that we are Divinely bidden to wait until the promised
"hereafter," when the Great Interpreter, "the Wonderful Numberer'
{Dan. viii. 13, margin), will reveal to us the secret ways of God in
the great waters, and declare His sovereign methods in the deep
unfathomable mines of never-failing skill, which now so often baffle our
powers of comprehension. The source of our present peace and calm,
consequently, is simple, childlike reliance on the Covenant faithfulness
of our heavenly Father, and an unquestioning trust in His ability to
'bend or break cvery adverse circumstance which, for the moment, may
<:r08S our daily path, hedge our progress, mock our reason, or challenge
our faith. Many of the believer's choicest and sweetest blessings
come to him under the disguise of apparently adverse providences.
Such were the providential blessings of J oseph. How chequered the
path which led up to his exaltation in Egypt! Egypt, at its best,
however, represented only tempoml prosperity. Yet, see by what tortuous
leadings, in providence, the persecuted young Hebrew was promoted
to the right hand of Pharaoh. Mark also the providential progress
of David. See how, as a partridge hunted upon the mountains, he
was driven from one position to another, until he occupied the throne
of Israel. Thus it is our fore-seeing, pre-ordaining God and Father
still brings the blind by a way they knew not, and leads them in
paths they have not known. Ob, brethren in Christ, is it not
enough for you and me that the lips which "cannot lie" have
pledged the veracity and the honour of Jehovah thus-" Your
heavenly Father 7cnoweth"? (Matt. vi. 32). Why-why, then, should
we be afmitl ?
3 . Nor is the Spir'itual condition of God's redeemed people open to
any foreboding contingency. Fear' has no legitimate place in the
economy of Christ's Gospel. "Perfect love casteth out fear." The
love of God for His unlovely people is absolute. It is unconditional,
free, and sovereign. Jesus was not the cause, for He was the efJect,
the great effect, of the Father's love. Christ did not die to purchase
the love of God the Father, although that infinite, eternal love of the
Father can only be known as the' Holy Spirit ministers it in, and
through, Christ. As that late eminent teacher in Gad's Church, Mr.
HARRINGTON EVANs, referring to the unpurchased and unpurchasable
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love of God,. once exclaimed-" Precious is the Source! and precious
is the Channel!" Yes, indeed, the salvation-love of God is so
righteously, equitably, and justly set upon poor, elect sinners, that all
grounds for slavish fear are "cast out." The blood of the Lamb
having effectually atoned for. their guilt, they stand before a holy
God, in Christ their Representative Head, positively "holy, and
withmtt blame" (Ephes. i. 4). Whenever, therefore, the soul of a Godaccepted sinner finds itself in conflict with doubt and fear regarding
the salvation of Christ-and, alas, how fiery at times are the
attacks by the devil upon the Gospel-3ecured people of Jchovah-it
becomes him to bow before the Divine revelation of thp, Word of
eternal truth- H 1£ we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." If
the great question of the forgiveness of sins be once settled, as
between the conscience and a heart-searching God, and the vicarious
sacrifice of Jesus be the sole ground of trust, all such fears as may be
raised in the conscience by Satan are dissipated, because th('y have
been judicially anticipated by the blood of the Cross. The voico of
Him who died "the Just for the unjust" is-" Be not afHtid." H
knows, He must know, that what He endured of the wrath of
offended justice on Calvary entirely acquits the believing sinner from
all penal consequences, and, moreover, affords him an unimpeachable
warrant to enjoy freedom from all fear, " It is 1." That is enough.
"It is I" who trod the winepress of the wrath of God. "It is I"
who fulfilled all righteousness. "It is I" who purchased the souls of
the Father's children from the second death. "It is I" who became
responsible to bring them to eternal glory; Yes, dear fellow disciples
of Jesus, it is ours, in simple trust, in meek-hearted faith in the
risen One, to answer every charge which the law or our own poor frail
natures can bring against us, by pointing to Calvary, and claiming the
spiritual import of those precious words of Jesus in the storm-" Be of
J. O.
good cheer: it is I j be not afraid."

IT is better to feel and enjoy that which we cannot find language to
express, than to express what we never felt or enjoyed; therefore
aim more at life than language. If we must be grammarians, let us get
it by dint of hard study and observation; and let us preach as much
Scripture as possible, for the Bible is excellent language.
I HAYE nothing to say against the sound writings of good men,
but you must get your divinity from Christ, as these good men did,
or else you must confess at last, with the Prophet's son, "Alas,
master! it was borrowed." I have heard some preach sound
discourses, which I have admired; and, when I have been in
conversation with them it appeared plain that they had never
experienced anything that they had said.
The kingdom of God is
not in word, but in power.
Leave ofl' the way of gadding from
house to house. You will get as dry as a stick. Be in prayer and
in study day and night. He savours most of Christ in the pulpit
who lives nearest to Him in private.
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Jilgrim Japua.
WELL-SPRINGS.
"And He said unto them, Beh07d, when ye are ente1'ed £nto the city, there
shall a man meet you, bearing a pitcher of wcder; follow him into the
hOlLse where he ente1'eth in. And ye shall say unto the good man of the
llouse, The Master saith unto thee, Where is the guestchamber, wllere 1 shall
cat the passover with lily disciples? And he shall show you CL large upper
1'oom fumished: the1'e malce 1'eady. And they went, and f01Lnd as He had
said ~mto them: and they made ready the passover."-LuKE xxii. 10-13.
THE subject of the Passover has often been ably treated in the pages
of this Magazine. Appointed by God in type to Israel, and instituted
as a commemorative feast by the Lamb of God Himself, to show
forth the Lord's death till He come, it is theme enough to fill many
pages, but at this time I pass on to notice the place appointed for
this last supper-" A large upper 1·00m." The thought has been most
sweet and suggestive in comparing this large upper room with that
placo and time when each and all His redeemed Church shall share
with Him the marriage supper of the Lamb anew in their Father's
kingdom. In our Lord's command to His disciple to go and prepare
this Passover, we findl. The pJace-Jcrusalem.
2. Its description-" A lcLrge upper room."
3, Its completeness-" Furnished and prepared."
4. Eis 'V ord verified-" They found as He had said unto them."
5. Their company and participation-" When t.he hour was come,
He sat down, and the twelve Apostles with Him."
1. The scene of this feast was Jerusalem. And the Psalmist's
descriptive language of this city of our God tells how "Beautiful for
situation, the joy of the wholp, earth, is Mount Zion, on the sides of
the north, the city of the Great King. God is known in her palaces
for a refuge." "Zion, the perfection of beauty," hath God for her
King, and upon the inhabitants thereof He bestows "a goodly
heritage of the hosts of nations."
Such as the earthly was, far more
is the heavenly Jerusalem. If we are asked, "What is heaven 7" is
not the immediate response summed up in the one word, "Christ" 1
He is my Heaven of heavens, and with David we cry, "In Thy
presonce is fulness of joy, and at Thy right hand are pleasures for
evcrmore," The negative language is adopted throughout the Revelation
to describe this glorious abode-the place where there will be no
more curse; no more sea; no more night; no more pain; no more
death. What then 7 "The Lamb which is in the midst of the
throno shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of
waters; and God shall wipe away all taars from their eyes." And
"him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of
My God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him
the name of My God, and the name of the city of My God, which is
new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from My God."
2. Its description-" A large ~"J.JpeT 1'oom." In his Allegory, Bunyan
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describes the room in which they laid Christian when he lodged at
the palace Beautiful: "The pilgrim they laid in a large upper
chamber, whose window opened towards the sun-rising; the name of
the chamber was Peace, where he slept till the break of day, and then
he awoke and sang"Where am I now? Is this the love and care
Of Jesus for the men that pilgrims are,
Thus to provide that I should be forgiven,
And dwell already the next door to heaven?"
Surely, Bunyan caught the su~gestive intent of the Master of Assemblies, when He chose, as He did, for His last supper that Chamber of
Peace, which must have seemed verily to the loving disciples till' ?If,tt
doo?' to heaven. This large upper room, which was chosen and known
of beforehand by their Divine Master, was the room above the ground,
probably over the porch and connected with the roof, where meals
were partaken of and privacy sought. It was a selected room for a
'Select company-an appointed place for a chosen people-and thn,t
their communion and worship might proceed unhindered by tho
throngs below. We remember in the Acts of the Apostles how, after
they had witnessed their Lord'd ascension, they returned to Jerusalem
and gathered themselves together" into an upper room, where they
continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women,
and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His 'brethren."
An upper chamber was, again, the scene of worship when the
disciples gathered themselves togethH' to break bread, and "P,\ul
preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow, and continued
his speech until midnight." How many an upper-room experience
has the child of God had! Has not their own room oft-times proved
a very Bethel unto them 1 Have they not there enjoyed many a
foretaste of coming glory and sweet glimpses of the sun arising which
Ilhall know no setting 1 One very dear to the writer, whose little
room has oft-times proved to her, by the eye of faith, a promise of
that "upper room" whither Jesus will bring every elect vessel of
nlercy, penned the following lines after some such blessed season:" Deal' Jesus, make this upper room
A pl"ce of oft retreat,
Where Thou and I, at mol'D, at eve,
For fellowship may meet."
Thus we are, while passing through these scenes of time, reminded
()f all He has in store for us in heaven. A large upper room! That
heaven is large enough to gather in the countless throng which J aIm
saw, we doubt not. The hundred and forty.four thousand sealed ones
from every tribe, and every son and daughter of Adam's race redeemed
from among men, a multitude which no man can number, will be there.
Well may our Lord have said, "In My Father's house are many
mansions," and well may our heart go forth and well-nigh leap its
bounds of "this mortal," when we say, "And I too shall be amongst
that glorious number, redeemed by blood and brought home by sovereign
love and mercy." Amazing grace indeed! But we pass on to notice3. Its completeness-" F~trnished and jJrepand." This at once shows
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forth the omniscience of Jehovah-Jesu&. He directed His disciples
to the very abode, and told them that they should find the room
"furnished and prepared" where He chose that they should eat the
Passover.
All, all is known to Him, from the minutest event to the
greatest circumstance of your lives. He has planned, and ordered, and
arranged all. He had prepared that room, and has He not prepared
yet another ~ "I go to prepare a place for you," that "where I am,
there shall also My servant be."
"Father, I will that they also,
whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am, that they may
behold My glory."
4. His Word verified-I< The?! found as He had said unto them."
His Word has never yet been forfeited, nor contradicted itself. What.
He says, that He does; what He promises, that He performs. And
each one of His elect family will find Him so even unto the end;
yea, and far beyond that, for as they enter that glorious abode of
peace and love, which He has gone to prepare for them, each as he
gains his long-looked-for home shall prove Him true, The seat, the
harp, the crown, all await their appointed owner, and that great bloodbought assembly shall unite in one ascription of praise, "Salvation to
our God, which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever."
Lastly. and in gathering up the other points, we see the company
and pCL1'ticipation. We touch briefly upon this, since in all the foregoing this theme has been uppermost. In viewing heaven, we saw it.
was in Ohrist. In its description, "a lm'ge 1pper room," the redeemed
throng find all their joy embodied in the Lamb in the midst. In its
completeness, "furnished and prepared," the doing and dying of our Lord,
and His efficacious work in bringing many sons to glory, were seen.
In the verification of His Word, "They found as He had said unto
them "; yet another fulfilment of Him that is true, and of His
Word, which He says can never pass away; and our last point brings.
us to the company and participation with Jesus, "There they ate
the Passover," with Jesus in their midst.
Blessed foretaste, when Jesus deigns to grace our little assembly,
or even when alone in our upper chamber He reminds us of what
He has in store for them that love Him! Are there not some seasons
of joy when He invites us to His heavenly board, saying, "Eat,
o friends; drink, yea, drink abundantly, 0 beloved" ~ But too soon
the veil is drawn, and the cloud hides our Sun, and our little walk
by faith is taken again in darkness.
Yet the foretaste remains, and we look for the time when, at the
marriage supper, the Lamb shall feed us, and lead us by founts of
living waters; and, best of all, never again to be parted from the
Beloved of our souls! And in contemplation of such glories we sing"Descend from heaven, immortal Dove,
Stoop down and take us on Thy wings,
.And mount and bear us far above
The reach of these inferior things;
"Beyond, beyond this lower sky,
Up where eternal ages roll;
Where solid pleasures never die,
And fruits immortal feast the souL"
R.
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"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY1"
THE BELIEVER'S COURSE. (ACTS xxvii.)
THE course of the Christian through this present world, represented
under the Old Dispensation by a wilderness journey, is illustrated
in the New by a perilous voyage. Israel" must needs go through"
the desert, for Infinite Wisdom led them that wav (Exod. xiii. 17, 18);
and this account of Paul's voyage opens with the declaration, "And
when it was determined that we should sail into Italy." Who
determined it 1 Festus answers, "I" !-" When I found that he llad
committed nothing worthy of death, and that he himself had appealed
to Augustus, I have cletermimed to send him." Such a pity! as it
seemed, when King Agrippa concluded but for that appeal he might
have been set at liberty. But what a multitude will joy iu God,
through our Lord Jesus Christ, in the ages to come for this golden
link in the chain of eternal purpose, by which "saints that be in
Rome, and chiefly they that are of Cmsar's housohold," were thus
brought into the fellowship of the mystery of Christ! And who shall
count the generations of their spiritual seed 1 The determinate counsel
and foreknowledge of God was thus carried out by Festus and Agrippa;
just as Herod and Pontius Pilate, "against Thy holy Ohild, Jesus,
were gathered together for to do whatsoever Thy hand and Thy counsel
determined before to be done" (Acts iv. 27, 28). The Lord Jesus
had told Paul, some twenty-seven years before, that he must bear His
name before rulers and kings, and morc recently, "So must thou bear
witness also at Rome" (Acts xxiii. 11). It was also answer to bis
prayer (Rom. i. 10, 11). Yet he seems to have contemplated an overland route when he wrote from Oorinth; but God's thoughts and ways
are not ours! 'What are difficulties to J ehovah 1 "Is there anything
too hard for the Lord 1" What He determines, He will bring to pass.
The voyage in those days was doubtless an expensive one, and P,ml
had no private property, as men say, for he wrought as a tent-maker
while preaching the Gospel, which made men become tent.dwellers,
pilgrims, and strangers upon earth (Heb. xi. 13-16), therefore He
who doeth according to His will among the iuhabitants of earth overruled minds and circumstances to send His servant at the expense of
the State!
"That we should sail into Italy." Just so does the child of God
sail over the stormy seas of life.
"The wind that sailing vessels moves,
Fit emblem of the Spirit proves,
In those the SOil makes free.
'It bloweth where it lists '-He guides
Those in whose hearts He now resides
To the haven where they'd be."
There is no such thing now, nor was then, for the renewed in heart,
as steaming along the heavenward course by human ingenuity and
skill, nor rowing over waves of tribulation and temptation by p~ysical
force.
It is good to notice the exact words of Holy ScrIpture.
A saint of the Lord, Mrs. EDWARD MORGAN, who on this first day of
March, 1895, has had her heart's desire granted to "behold His face
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in righteousness," and whose last few years were spent in total blindness, often remarked to the writer how full of meaning eVe?'Y word had
become to her as she read it in raised type, which she learnt when
nearing seventy. It was her delight to talk over the chapter, mutually
read consecutively. As her end approached, her longing to be with
the Lord increased.
"Let me go, let me go and see the King in
His beauty." Oh that we all fed more upon the daily manna!
"They delivered Paul and certain other prisoners unto one named
J ulius, a centurion of Augustus' band." So Paul goes, "a prisoner of
Jesus Christ," that others might be freed from Satan's chains; and here,
in the servant of a great King, we catch a glimpse of our J\faster, the
Captain of our salvation, appointed by the august Jehovah, "Behold,
I have given Him for a Leader and a Commander to the people"
(Isaiah Iv. 4). All Scripture names have a significance, and this
man's, J ulius, derived from down, tender hair, carries our thoughts
to the tender love of our Captain, whose breast is a soft pillow for
His weary soldiers to rest upon.
"Entering a ship of Adramyttium," which means "the court or
mansion of death"; surely it points to the frail barque, the earthly
tabernacle whero death reigns, in which the child of God passes over
life's ocean; bnt the spiritual life shall not be touched in its wreck.
"'Ve launched." There must be for every spiritual voyager a
detaching from earth, a loosing of the cable that bound him to the
unrenewed life-a venturing forth of faith upon the mercy of God,
on the ocean-fulness of His love in Christ Jesus.
"Intending to sail by the coasts of Asia." A purpose to keep in
sight of land. Is not Pharaoh's plea, "Only ye shall not go very far
away," a temptation presented to the newly-quickened soul1 Avoid
going too far off the old shore! The Lord commands, "Come out
from among them, and be ye separate, and I will receive you, and ye
shall be my sons and daughters" (2 Oar. vi. 17). The enemy suggests,
"Sail by the coasts!"
"One Aristarchm, a Macedonian, of Thessalonica, being with us."
He had 'accompanied him into A~ia, and, writing from Rome, Paul
calls him "my fellow-prisoner" (Col. iv. 10). "I believe in the communion of saints," is a part of most believers' creed; and very
gracious is this appointment of fellowship of heart with heart, for
the long periods of trial and peril. There may be the Patmossoj onrn, alone with Himself for special teaching and revelation, but
He who trod the winepress alone knows what isolation means, and
in tenderest sympathy provides an Aaron for Moses in the desert, an
Aristarchus for the voyage! His name, meaning "a good prince," the
" best prince," is another glimpse of Him who is pre-eminently the Prince
of Peace! For there can be no true fellowship with the disciple unless
we can discern in him some lineaments of the Lord. "A Macedonian,"
He was one of the first-fruits of Paul's missionary travel, led by the
Spirit and the cry, "Come over and help us "-to Philippi first and
thence to Thessalonica, to preach the Gospel there. A sweet earnest,
when Paul looked upon him, of the success of his present missionary
course to Rome!
('1'0 be continued.)
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ACCEPTED.
LATELY, at a Bible reading, the subject of "The Acceptable Time" was
discussed, and it was pointed out that the acceptance was on God's
side, not man's. It is painful to hear clergymen and others "offering"
Christ for man's "acceptance." To my mind, and I doubt. not to
others also, the word "accept" involves a certain degree of condescension on the part of the one who accepts. We ask for an apology to
be accepted. We request an offering, which we deem all too inadequate,
may be kindly accepted; and many other instances will naturally occur
to the reader's mind. Therefore, we look upon the entreaty to the
poor sinner to "accept" Christ as little short of blasphemy.
But now we turn from man's expressions to the unfailing vVord-the
God· breathed record-to two passages which have been recently laid
upon the heart of the writer by the Holy Spirit-" Acceptod of Him"
(2 Cor. v. 9), and, "Accepted in the Beloved" (Eph. i. 6).
"Accepted of Him," or, as the Revised Version has it, "Wellpleasing unto Him."
So that whether present in the body, or absent
from the body, we may be as a sweet savour unto the Lord who hath
redeemed us. How shall we render ourselves well-pleasing unto Him,
accepted of Him, acceptable to Him ~ Ah! the reply comes from His
own voice, "My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." Link this
with, "I in them" (John xvii. 23); also, "Ye in Me, and I in you"
(John xiv. 20). Here lies the secret of the Father's love, the passport
to acceptance-living union with Christ. How beautifully this all blends
in the one harmony, "Christ is all, and in alL" Wouldst thou be well
pleasing unto Him ~ Hear Him, "My beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased." "The Lord is well pleased for His righteousness' sake 11 (Isaiah
xlii. 21). Wotlldst thou be near unto Him? "In Christ Jesus ye who
sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ" (Eph. ii.
13). Wouldst thou sit in heavenly places ~ See again, Ephesians ii. 6,
"Made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ J eSlls."
Behold, dear reader, at once the simplicity and the depth of God's
profound love and wondrous salvation j depths of love and knowledge
which the most profound scholar can never sound, the most ripened
Christian can never fathom, the most ardent Bible searcher can never
find out. Ever new phases of love and precious meaning in the Holy
Book, yet, amid all, one sweet echo, one simple key, Christ-Christ is all.
"To sum up all things in Christ" (Eph, i. 10, R.V.).
"Thou, 0 Christ, art all I want,
More than all in Thee I find."
Not only for salvation and every need and every joy, but for revealing all Scripture. Accepted of Him. From all ages, how precious
the jewels-how dear the children-how valued the veriest atom 01'
circumstance affecting the believer, because of the "living, loving,
lasting union" in Christ!
And this brings the second passage naturally into closest contact,
"Accepted in the Beloved "-going further-expressing the endearing
relationship of the Godhead-the Beloved. The Revised Version has,
again, a different rendering to the Authorized Version, "The glory of His
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grace which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved." This shows
how it is all of grace-grace freely bestowed upon us-thereby
.enabling us. And how 7 "In the Beloved."
" Oh, to grace how great a debtor,
Daily I'm constrained to be!"
Oh, clear reader, what a full salvation, what a full Christ for empty
sinners! "In Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily"
(Col. ii. 9). "It pleased the Father that in Him should all flllness
dwell" (Col. i. 19). "The fulness of Him that filleth all in all"
,(Eph. i. 23). Note the "Him," the "in Him." It is a persoual
matter throughout-a personal matter, my Christian friend-between
Him and thee; and to what a glorious climax the believer is raised
when" filled with all the goodness of God." What a wonderful expression! How is this filling obtained 7 "To know the love of Christ
that passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness
{If God" (Eph. iii. 19).
And so the natural heart is emptied of all its treasure; the poor
",inner stands in utter helplessness, and having nothing-nothing
but sin, he is brought to cry from the very depths of the soul" Just as I am, without one plea,
But that Thy blood was shed for me."
And then the empty soul He filleth-" In Him ye are made full"
(Col. ii. 10, R. V.)
The hungry sOlll He feedeth, the despairing
.soul He gently raiseth, and to the longing soul He reveals His own
deep love.
"In an acceptable time have I heard thee ",: (fsai!\h xlix. 8). These
words evidently, from the context, refer to Christ Himself and the
acceptable time-the time of grace-the appointed time-the fulness
of time. "To-day is the accepted time," as we have it in the
Epistle to the Hebrews. The time accepted by the Father. Our
great and glorious Substitute has died and risen again, and now
stnndeth at the right hand of God-symbol of power. Therefore,
dear fellow believer, thou and I nre "accepted" and acceptable "ill
the Beloved. "
NETTlE.
FAITH.
LOl'tD, I would study more the simple character of faith. 'Tis trust,
'tis resting on a something not yet possessed. Faith has no store,
but trades on promises, on what is merely hoped for, not yet seen.
He passed His word, nor can I doubt His veracity or power.
I fel~
His promise vibrate in my heart. It met my case, my needs antici..
pated. The Covenant was sealed, not in abstract merely, but in swee~
sensations, holy transport, Divine assurance, on my spirit. My wants
He knew; so amply were those wants provided for in each condition
()f the Covenant, that I felt its fear-assuaging influence. And now,
as I cannot-dare not-doubt the faithfulness of Him, that ThreeOne-God, who signed and sealed the bond, I wait in fullest confidence
its most entire canfirmation.-The late Rev. D. A. Doudney.
T
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THE LATE REV. H. W. WAKEFIELD.

THE MINISTRY OF THE GOSPEL.
"And I saw an angel fly in the midst of heaven, havin.!J the eve?'lasting
Gospel to preach 1tnto them that dwell on the earth."-REVELATION xiv. 6.
IN this, the second, portion of the biographical sketch of the Rev.
H. W. WAKEFIELD, we shall next review his ministerial career in
Birmingham, whither we have followed him to the pastorate of the
Tabernacle Ohapel, and which was the commencement of what proved
to be a thirty-eight years' unbroken course of truthful Gospel testimony,
maintained with singular vigour, down even to within the last week of
his life.
At the time of his death he was, with perhaps one exception, the
oldest minister-that is, of longest standing-whether or Church, or
Nonconformity, in Birmingham. Time, too, had wrought its ravages
amongst his congregation, the pe1"Sonnel of which had naturally
become greatly changed. Those who at the first had welcomed the
then comparatively young preacher to their midst., had, for the most
part, gradually passed away; a still surviving one or two being held
in affectionate esteem by the now grown-up section of a generation,
who recall the advent of their pastor as a remembrance of their youth
or childhood.
A slight digression may, perhaps, be here permissible, in alluding
to the way in which the congregational strength or the chapel
has been from time to time replenished. In looking around, it is
interesting to note those who from their early Sunday School days
have been associated with the history and traditions of the Tabernacle.
The judicious training of the Sunday School, reinforced as it has been
by the influence of a continuous and consistent Gospel ministry, could
not possibly fail to bring forth fruit in aftor years. Unity, peace, and
concord have been singularly characteristic or the chapel record, and
amongst the people at large the spirit of attachment which has thus
been fostered, has been exhibited in numberless self-denying
instances, deservedly calling for more enlarged comment than can
here be given, In nothing, however, has this devotedness displayed
itself more conspicuously than in the affection manifested by one and
all, not to the work only, but extending to the person of their dearlyloved pastor, and towards whom no more touching tribute to his
worth could be paid, than the expressive depth of sorrow shown at
what was felt, indeed, to bo the great and irreparable loss of his
death.
Always, then, a valuable auxiliary in promoting the adyance of
truth in connection with the chapel, the Sunday School, in the
Scriptural simplicity of its teaching, has in the experience of not a
few of its members proved itself a means of grace, to which their
maturer years bear grateful testimony.
Olosely identified with these important labours, the honoured name
of WILLIAM BARNES must ever be held in reverential remembrance.
Upon him for very many years depended the management and
direction of the Schools. During the whole length of this time,
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between pastor and superintendent the most harmonious relations
prevailed, and when by Divine decree the latter was called hence to
enter upon his eternal reward, it was felt by all in attendance ktt
the funeral service, conducted by Mr. WAKEFIELD, how appropriate were
the words of the text chosen for the subject of the sermon, "Mark
the perfect man, and behold the upright; for the end of that man is
peace" (Psalm xxxvii. 37). That so zealous a worker should have
been succeeded by him who st.ill bears rule, and on whom the mantle
of his grandsire must be acknowledged as having fallen, is of peculiar
interest to those who love to link the present with the past, and
with whom no more inspiring memory survives than that of the name
and fame of WILLIAM BARNEs.
But to resume. Mr. WAKEFIELD appears to have engaged himself
with ardour and success in his new field of labour, and the cause,
hitherto somewhat wanting in stability, began to indicate signs of
growth and activity.
The building itself, originally very unlike what
it afterwards became, had at this time from the street view more the
aspect of a dingy-looking dwelling-house than that of a chapeL Many
persons traversing the busy thoroughfare of the Parade on week-days,
when in the absence of divine service the doors would rema-in closed,
could hardly 'so much as guess the existence of a place of public
worship. To remedy this reproach, the desirability of re-frontage was
mooted, and the idea being favourably received, a fund was started
to meet the cost, which soon yielded an encouragement to justify the
common cement of the work.
The result when finished was so
satisfactory that the raising of the chapel roof afterwards followed.
The school-room now, more than ever, needing attention, was next
taken in hand, and in the end practically re-built. Numerous other
minor alterations, involving operations destructive as well as constructive, were, one after another, effected; for it must be understood,
that these changes were spread over a long period of years, the
chapel ultimately becoming in its present form a monument
of the zeal and energy of pastor and people in their united
efforts to provide a fitting sanctuary for the worship of God. Other
interesting details could be added, but space forbids; and the COllgregation, its nature and constitution, may next form the subject of
a short descriptive notice.
As is often the case in dissenting bodies, the people gathered
together consisted largely of individuals who, though they might
admire the preacher, came principally to listen to the preaching.
This doos not conflict with anything already said in respect of the
former's personal attractivenoss. Thrice happy they who can with full
accord, on messenger and message, bestow alike their love and loyalty!
But the Tabernacle, in the constitution of its members, was no exception to the rule invariably distinguishing a community holding fast,
the profession of the doctrines of free and sovereign grace. At the
expense of much self-sacrifice and comfort, a considerable proportion of
the hearers came from far. True to the type of the Church universal,
their numbers were drawn from the four winus; and this likeness is
seen to be not less real when it has to be confessed, that though
from so large an area, not rn:my mighty, not many noble were called;
T 2

276

The Gospel Magazine.

poor, then, as many were in worldly account, most could be Sl)oken of
as rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom.
Nothing daunted by
distance, inclemency of weather, heat or cold, Sunday after Sunday
saw them in their accustomed place, witnessing by their presence to
the power and efficacy of the life-giving Word it was their delight
and privilege to hear spoken. How indissoluble would be the bond
uniting the hearts of pastor and people in such a case!
As the years passed, and one by one the translation heaven-wards of
some aged pilgrim left a gap in the familiar listening ranks, the
words, "Faithful unto death," as denoting fidelity to the chapel and
its leader, formed no mere empty or unmeaning phrase. And, indeed,
Mr. WAKEFIELD was well qualified to infuse into those about him
feelings of attachment like these. Much might be said of his views as
to the value and helpfulness of true Christian fellowship in quickening into activity the spiritual sympathies. The words of the wise man
(Proverbs xxvii. 17) had for him a mystical import beyond their
obvious and social meaning. Those privileged with his intimacy will
remember how in his conversation this divine ardency was wont to
declare itself, and throughout his correspondence there breathed in
his letters the same enkindling spirit of fraternal love-an earnest
and a foretaste of that full measure of knowledge and communion to
be enjoyed hereafter; for Mr. WAKEFIELD preached no shadowy or
unsubstantial heaven as the future inheritance of the redeemed, but
a place, no less than a state, wherein the happiness of personal
recognition and re-union will surely serve as added praise to praise.
"There shall I sce, and hear, and know
All I desired or wished below,
And every power find sweet employ
In that eternal world of joy."
But to refer more particularly to the subject of our memoir, as he
was to be seen, known and read of all men from the pulpit. As will
have been inferred from the article preceding this, in which is related
the remarkable circumstances of his preparation for the work of the
ministry, Mr. WAKEFIELD, in the full maturity of his powers, proved
himself an altogether exceptional kind of preacher. A volume might
be written upon this head alone, of which a brief abstract can only
here be given.
Possessed of a pleasing and impressive presence, and endowed by
nature with a rich and resonant voice, sympathetic and persuasive
withal, his manner and tone lent a special charm to whatever
proved to be the topic of his address. He was no less happy in
his faculty of setting forth his thoughts in clear and definite language,
for to be "understanded" of the people, as to the matter of his
message, was in his estimation of great importance in any sent servant
of God. To aim at intelligibility in his manner of speech was the
only form of popularity he ever considered worth cultivating, for, as
ordinarily understood, he never was, never tried to be, never could
be, a popular preacher. Nevertheless, in his conception of the burden
of the Word of the Lord, natural as well as spiritual fitness had its
place, and personal gifts and graces were not to be despised.
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But his greater claim to admiration consists in his boldness and
ability as a Bible preacher. His familiarity with the Scriptures of
truth, in their varied and complex meanings, showin~ the spiritual
bearing of a given portion and its subtle relation with another; his
marvellous accuracy in quotation of chapter and verse, and his mental
assimilation therewith, enabling him with the most finished ease to
produce on the instant the illustrative text exactly suited to the
occasion, were traits which challenged and fixed the attention of even
the careless and indifferent. Long and patient and loving study had
led him to acquire a wonderful proficiency in his grasp of the entire
letter of the Word. This was of the ~reatest service to him in his
treatment of no matter what subject he had in hand; an array of
Biblical evidence being thus within his reach, which enabled him to
entrench himself in a position of unassailable strength. Not only were
his argumentative weapons drawn from the arsenal of Scripture, but
whether for purposes of attack or defence, he declined to even partially
arm himself elsewhere, stoutly affirming that without a sanction or
warrant to be found within the covers of his Bible, no theological
thesis could be provable or religious doctrine sound. Heresy in its
endlessly varied form, blatant, or concealed beneath a cunning mask of
truth, doctrinal departures, dubious or half-hearted professions of faithany or all of these would, as occasion required, be suhjected to the
searching tests he so well knew how to apply, and by virtue of which
it was his office to try the spirits whether or no of God, to winnow
the wheat from the chaff, and to separate the precious from the
vile.
The Church of England, in one of its Articles of Religion, very
distinctly lays down the nature and function of the Bible, as a teaching
authority: "Holy Scripture containeth all thi?lgs necessary fo salvation,
so that whatsoever is not j'ead therein, nor may be p?'ovecl the?'eby,
is not to be j'equired of any man tlwt it shouhl be believed, as an
a?,ticle of the faith, 01' be thought j'equisite OJ' necessary to salvati~n,"
A valuable pronouncement this, with which Mr. WAKIJ:FIELD, although a
Nonconformist, could unreservedly agree. Yet its reasoning, bright
and clear, is of syllogistic rather than sympathetic import. Formal
definitions are necessarily cold and uninspiring j fervour and warmth
glow in the language of the experience of the heart. Let but this
"'Vord" dwell in the soul richly, and the mouth will assuredly show
forth its praise. Herein may be traced the plain man's pathway to
heaven, a way of holiness in which the simplest cannot err. This is
the loading note in order of proof of the Bible witness to itself. But
who shall attempt to catalogue its claims, to realize the depths and
the perfection of its wisdom ~ Who, again, by feasting from its
spiritual storehouse, can impoverish its marvellous supplies ~ The
weary and fainting Prophet could say, "Thy words were found, and
I did eat them," and to the dry and parched in soul, in every age,
its refreshings are as well-springs, satisfying, pnre-a fountain of
living waters that can never run dry in its channels of communicable
grace, its rivulets of blessing, peace, and joy. And mirrored within
its sacred page the Christian beholds himself as in a glass, his
hopes and fears, his joys, his sorrows, are here portrayed before
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him.
In the foot-prints of the travel-tried and tempted he
traces out the way-marks of his own up-hill career, and froID an
identity of experience he rejoices in the assurance of a like precious
faith, in the light of which he reads his title to a mansion in the
skies.
Saturated as was Mr. W AKEFIELD'S mind with these realities of the
Scriptures of truth, it was simply impossible that he should content
himself with the utterance of mere pulpit platitudes, such as are, alas!
but too often permitted to pass muster for preaching. But to "feed
the flock of slaughter, 0 poor of the flock, even you "-to spread
afresh the spiritual feast of fat things-to pour forth the oil and wine
of consolation, and feelingly apply the Word in due season to each
state and stage of Christian vicissitude, as in turn it came before himthese were indeed the marks and evidences, the credentials from on
high, of a teacher sent from God.
So vast a subject, having so many bearings, and receiving as it did
at the hands of Mr. W AKEFIELD such searching and varied treatment,
renders it difficult to make a selection for special comment; but in
dealing with the mystery of permitted sin, as introduced by the Fall,
and its consequent effect in the ruin of mankind, he was fond of
dwelling upon the gifts and compensations of the Gospel, in t\ll the
beauty of their free and sovereign character, How exhaustless is this
theme! and yet, as he would say, when explaining his endeavour to
unfold it, "some sort of attempt must be made." Amongst gifts then,
first and greatest, mention is made in John iv. 10, where our Lord
Himself is called the "gift of God." The Holy Ghost is also thus
described (Acts viii. 20). The good hope through grace is a "gift of
everlasting consolation" (2 Thess. ii. 16), which once implanted in the
breast can never perish; the forces, indeed, which threaten its extinction tending the more to establish and settle it. Of equal sovereign
favour, too, is the promise of perpetual guidance an enduring and sure
word. "This God is our God, for ever and ever: He will be our
Guich' even unto death" (Psalm xlviii. 14). Further, and as flowing from
and through all this, the dispensation of particular gifts of grace in
periods of acute need (2 Cor. xii. 9). The preacher would by this
have wen warmed to his subject, and with the latter quotation
before him he would try to instil courage into the faint-hearted by
bidding them note that the succour so freely promised in God's
Word, and unfailingly vouchsafed in the hour of trial, could never·
by any possibility fall below, at least, sufficiency. "As thy day, so
shan thy strength be." And yet-special attention invited here-how
often in review, "looking o'er life's history," had it shown itself to
have been much more than this! the threatening sorrow so much
dreaded having brought in its train an unlooked-for recompense of
reward. "Read," he would say, "the experience of Old Testament
saints. ,It was good for me,' says David, 'that I was afflicted,'
and why 7 the next clause of the verse tells us, 'that I might
learn thy statutes.' The witness of the New Testament is the same;
St. Paul is prepared positively to welcome suffering, satisfied if
thereby the power of Christ may rest npon him. 'Therefore,' he
writes, 'I take pleasure in infirmities and necessities, for when I
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am weak then am I strong.' Trial thus considered was but blessing
in disguise, the discipline and chastening of Heaven, the setting forth
of a loving Father's purpose, 'too wise to err, too good to be
unkind,' and carrying with· it a wealth of satisfaction (compensation)
far in excess of the measure of need which elicited its gracious
supply. Temptation may befall, but only such as is common to man,
'redeemed man' (this little added touch WIlS never omitted) 'for
God will not suffer yon to be tempted above that ye are able, but
with the temptation win make for you a way of escape.' "
" Ta,ke up thy cross, then, in His strength,
And calmly every danger brave;
'Twill guide thee to a bettet· home,
And lca,d to victory o'er the gra,ve."
But to hasten this digest to its close. The gains of the Christian
following! Everything connected with the service of Christ must of
necessity be to our profit, either here in present, or to come. Godliness is described as great gain, but like unto the faith of which it
forms a part, this is not of ourselves, it is the gift of God. The
Christian's career is a system of development; a series of stages of
growth, each of which reached, registers an experimental gain.
Hogoneration begins the process; "I will take away the stony heart
from you, and give you a heart of flesh." The subsequent renewiogs of the Spirit assist and promote a definite advance; "I will pour
upon thcm the Spirit of grace and supplication." "Beauty" is exchanged
"for ashos, the oil of joy for mourning, and the garment of praise for
the spirit of heaviness." And triumph in the end completes it; for,
"thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory," every enemy bein~
vanquished and laid low, we become ,. more than conquerors through
Him that loved us."
Seemeth it now so strange, "concerning the fiery trial which is to
try you" 1 Rejoice rather that ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings;
"that, when His glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with
exceeding joy." The end is now in view, and the climax of sublimity
i.s reached in the passionate outburst of St. Paul, "I reckon that the
sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with
the glory which shall be revealed in us "; and again, "Our light
affiiction which is but for a moment, worketh for u~ a far more ex<:eeding weight of glory."
Thus far an aspect of the sovereignty of grace-a condensation of
Mr. \VAKEFIELD'S views thereon; "Captivity led captive, and (therewith) gifts given unto men." The unspeakable gift of hope, whereby
we are saved (Rom. viii. 2'10), and further (Rom. viii. 2), the spirit
of life in Christ Jesus, which frees us from the law of sin and death.
But what of this "law of sin and death" in its workings in the
world around us 1 Well might the preacher here pause for a reply.
To all from whom, from whatever cause, the light of the Gospel has
;remained hid, this agency of evil, seen only in its terrible ascendancy
and devastating power, has ever been, and as such must so remain,
the problem of all the ages. Reason and science in its presence veil
their faces, confessedly and helplessly at fault to solve the enigma of
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sin j for none in truth can read aright the Roll of the Book, wherein
in the cypher of destiny is written, the lammtations, the mourning,
and the woes of time. "In the world ye shall have tribulation," is,
in its broad and general sense, language descriptive of the lot of all,
for as" the sparks fly upwards," so is man everywhere "born unto trouble";
but the Christian alone can appropriate the consoling sweetness of the
context, "Be of good cheer, I have overcome the world."
A modern philosophy, airing its optimistic views, professes, indeed,
the discovery of a" stream of tendency" which, despite all impediments
of sorrow, death. and sin, slowly and silently but surely makes for
Righteonsness. To the disciple of Revelation any such result from.
the evolution of natural forces must appear incredible; but in a
spiritual sense, and as pertaining to an elect section of humanity,
chosen Lf God and precious, its meaning has lon~ since been anticipated
in the Epistle written to the Romans, "All things work together
for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according
.
to His pnrpose."
Upon this all-absorbing theme would Mr. Wakefield love to dwell,
seeking if haply he might find some truer insight, clearer vision,
wherewith perchance to elucidate more fully the mystery of the Divine·
economy of grace. But·, what we know not now, we shall know hereafter"; "Now we see through a glass darkly, but then face to face," for
" Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart
of man the things which God hath prepared for them that love
Him."
Shall we not then exclaim, "0 the depth of the riches.
both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are His
judgments, and His ways past finding out" 1
And so to him, the dear subject of this memoir, throughout the
long years of his pilgrimage-from the morning of his days, when the
scriptural bow drawn at a venture carried the arrow of conviction t~
the inmost recesses of his heart, down to the peaceful twilight of
life's close-the Bible in the wide scope of its meaning and teaching
constituted the be-all and the end:all of his existence. Not only ifr
the pulpit, but in the ordering o£ secular matters, he found in its
counsels wisdom to direct in every time of need. In private as in
public, it was the standard by which he regulated and measured his
walk and conversation, even to the smallest particulars of every-day
social interchange. And if it was a Book to live by, it was equally
all-sufficient as a Book by which to die. From its golden precepts.
shone forth his rule of faith, and in his grasp of its covenant veri ties
he realized the significance of the believer's conquest over death j "For
when this corruption shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal
shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the
saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory."
,
And the promises herein were to his waiting soul all "in Christ
Jesus Yea, and in Him, Amen" j their illuminating influence his.
beacon light of life, irradiating mo::oe and more his pathway untn
his reach of perfect day.
Space will not permit of further enlargement, but it is intended
to insort a continuation in next month's number, if possible. Meanwhile it is hoped that the contemplation of a Christian career, such as
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has here been sought to be depicted, may not be destitute of interest, or
even edification, to the waiting and watching ones left behind.
" Thrice blest whose lives are faithful prayers,
Whose loves in higher love endure;
What souls possess themselves so pure,
Or is there blessedness like theirs? "
FAULTLESS.
Tl-IIS word has struck me so very much lately. 'What an expression
to be used of us by God! The more we know of our own hearts and
their utter depravity and sinfulness, the more we feel how totally
unfit we are to appear in the presence of God at all. But in the
24th VBrse of ,T ude we are distinctly told that the Lord Jesus Christ
is able, not only to keep us "from falling," but also to "present
us faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy."
How can we ever be thankful enough to Him for producing
such an enormous change in us, and for performing the greatest
miracle that ever took place, for nothing short of a miracle could
possibly make us "faultless," and present us so in the presence of
God, who is too pure to look upon iniquity (Hab. i. 13.) and who
knows" the thoughts and intents of the heart" (Heb. iv, 12), as well
as what appears upon the surface and is seen by our fellow-men!
And what an unspeakable mercy to be the objects of His sovereign
love and grace! there is nothing in us to attract God, all is sin and
deception, and unless "in Christ," He cannot "look upon'> us at all.
What we want to feel and know is, that we are indeed His children,
"accepted in the Beloved" (Eph. i. 6), and clothed and covered by
the l ighteousness of Christ j then we need have no fear, for God the
Father will accept us through the merits of His Beloved So~, and
lead us through our earthly life by the guidance and teaching of His
Holy Spirit, until the time comes to appear before Him, and then we
shall be found "faultless," clothed in "white robes" which have been
washed and made" white in the blood of the Lamb" (Rev. vii. 14).
It is true that we must pass through "great tribulation" before we
reach that blessed time; but if Jesus is with us, and nothing can
happen to us without His knowledge and sanction, then even the
bitter waters of affiiction will be made sweet, when the tree of His
blessed cross has been cast into them (Exodus xv. 23, 25); if we are
partakers of Christ's sufferings, we shall also partake of His consolation and be with Him for ever in perfect happiness above.
Without
the Atonement and Perfection of Christ, we could never have reached
heaven, but His love to us is so great, that He must have us with
Him to spend eternity in His Father's court~. The following verse,
written years ago by the Rev. JOHN GAMBOLD, who became a Moravian
Bishop, beautifully and quaintly sets this out" And when I'm to die,
I
But this I do find,
We two are so joined,
, Receive me,' I'll cry,
For Jesus hath loved me,
I
He'll not be in heaven,
I cannot tell why;
And leave me behind. "
- Wayside Words (March, 1895)..
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PASTORAL NOTES.
EXPERIENCE.

years ago a highly-esteemed correspondent of our Family
Magazine wrote to the then Editor, my beloved father, intimating
that the subject of experience occupied too prominent a place in its
pages, and stating that the word "experience" was not even once
used in the Holy Scriptures.
Upon reading his letter, or hearing
it read by my father, I wondered whether the writer had forgotten
the statement in Romans v. 3, 4, namely: "Tribulation worketh patience,
and patience experience, and experienee hope"; but I have since
thought that this could scarcely have been the case, because he was
thoroughly conversant with the Holy Scriptures, and that it is more
probable, as he was a distinguished scholar, and must have been well
acquainted with the old Greek language, that what he meant was,
that the Greek word, which is translated in that passage" experience,"
more accurately means "proof," or "trial." In the Revised Version it
is translated "probation."
Yet proof, trial, or probation includes
experience; for if you prove a thing, you must have some experience
of it; and therefore the translators of the Authorized Version were not
far wrong in their translation of the Greek word as "experience."
But even supposing that the word" experience" were never mentioned
in the Scriptures, there is no doubt that the subject of experience is
mentioned ever-sa-many times, and in ever-so-many different ways.
What, for example, do the Psalms of David express but, over and over
again, heart-felt experience ~ and similarly the Apostolic Epistles ~ What
is meant by such a statement as this-' , We have known and believed
the love which God hath to us"-but experience, and personal
experience of that love ~ And what is included in such words as
these, "That which we have heard, which we have seen with our
eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of
the 'Vord of life, declare we unto you," but experience, and real
practical experience also ~
An old Latin proverb says, "Experientia docet "-" Experience
teaches"; and daily life may often remind us of the truth of this
proverb. A workman acquires, by constant practice, the art of performing his work with celerity and ease, but probably at the very
commencement of his work he profits by the experience of workmen
who have preceded him; and then again he, in his turn, gaining
fresh knowledge by his experience, transmits the benefit of that knowledge to workmen who follow him. Just as an Indian, who, whenever
he discovered a dangerous 5pOt in the swamp, was in the habit of
putting in a stake to mark it. By this means he not only guarded
his own future movements, but he furnished a warning to others who
might pass by that way. Thus one person or one generation derives
benefit from the experience of another.
When associated with my beloved father in the management OI the
Industrial Schools which he esr,ablished in Ireland, he was very
desirous that I should learn something of photography and lithography,
so that I might be able to reproduce, and help to publish, pictures of
Irish life and work, in connection with those schools. For this
MANY
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purpose he sent me to London for some weeks, and there I underwent a course of instruction in two establishments, one belonging to
an eminent photographer in Westminster, and the other belonging to
a firm of lithographers in the City. In those establishments the
different processes were explained to me repeatedly, and I saw them
carried fout by experienced workmen. But it is one thing to see a
thing done, and another thing to do it your~elf. After a time I was
indeed allowed to try my hand at some of the processes, and it
seemed as if I understood them; I took photographs of street scenes,
of tho Houses of Parliament, &c., and had some idea of reproducing
them as lithographic pictures; but it was under the direction of those
experienced workmen, and in some measure with their continued
assistance. Having been supplied with the requisite apparatus and
material, I returned to Ireland, fully persuaded that I was qualified to
carry out my father's wishes; but a very unpleasant experience awaited
me. I found that whereas it might perhaps be an easy thing to
work with apparatus which was all prepared and kept in perfect
working order by experienced workmen, it was by no means an easy
thing to preparo the whole apparatus one's-self, and to work it with
very little practical knowledge of minor details. And I also soon
discovered that those apparently insignificant minor details were in
reality of great importance, because the whole result depended in
some measure upon them; and that it was scarcely possible that those
details could be thoroughly learnt in any other way than by actual
experience. Photography was not simplified in those days as it is
now, and tho explicit directions which any amateur can now so readily
obtain, wero not thl1n obtainable. Seeing that my father was much
disappointed, I determined to do all that was possible to overcome
my difficulties, and I succeeded to a certain extent in overcoming
them, but only after a considerable expenditure of time, material, and
money, and ever-so-many mortifying failures. I was compelled to go
back, as it were, to the very beginning of the different processes and
examine their working thoroughly as I practised them; and thus I
gained a practical knowledge of them which probably I could not
have gained in any other way j but it was knowledge which was
dearly purchased.
Is it not much the same with regard to spiritual experience ~ What
invaluable lessons are learnt bv it, and only by it. Israel in the
wilderness was taught by expe~ience, and so are the Lord's people
now step by step in life's journey. But how slow Israel was to
learn by experience! and is not this too often the case with us ~
Our IIeavenly Teacher has to give us "line upon line and precept
upon precept," repeating our lessons over and over again; but when
those lessons have been thoroughly learnt, who can say what may be
the effect of them throughout eternity 7
It has been said that, "Experience is the most eloquent of preachers,
but she never has a large congregation." The celebrated COLERIDGE
said, that" To most men, experience is merely like the stern-lights of
a ship, which illumine only the track it has passed." Generally
speaking, the young are very reluctant to learn by experience in
temporal matters, and especially from others' experience. They often
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seem to imagine that they have more wisdom than their elders, and
that they will be able to do far better in life than they have ever
done; and so, full of enthusiasm, hope, and energy, they go on their
way with exuberant expectations. One would scarcely like to check
them if one could; they will probably need all their enthusiasm,
hope, and energy, in the battle of life; but how soon actual
experience modifies their aspirations, and changes their ideas, when
they meet with difficulties which they had never anticipated, and
with trials which they had never dreamt of. By degrees, perhaps,
they begin to see that their elders have not done so badly aftE'l'
all, and to think that they will have reason to be very thankful if
they themselves can do as well.
This seems to be frequently the case with young beginners in tho
Christian life. How delightful it is to obsen-e their enthusiasm, their
brightness, and the exuberance of their "first love." How pleasant
also to see and to hear them stand up and Epeak in their dear Master's
name, and give expression to their joy and peace in believing. But
at times one has almost trembled when one has heard them speak of
things of which they have had no experience, and talk lig-htly of tho
trials and difficulties of the Christian pathway. They criticize, perhaps,
and even criticize severely, their elder brethren and sisters in Christ,
and they intimate that they know far better than they do how to
fight the Christian's battles, and how to run in the Christian's course. I
have thought, as I have listened to them speaking thus, " How differently
they will speak by-and-by, after some years of actual experience!"
One has been reminded at such a time of the wisdom of the king of
Israel's warning, "Let not him that girdeth on his harness boast himself as he that putteth it off," It ill becomes a young soldier to speak
of battles and of campaigns as if he knew all about them, when he has
only just donned a soldier's uniform. The stripling David would not
wear Saul's armour nnW he had tried it. Humility is becoming to all,
but especially to those who are young in the Ohristian life; and humility
is a les30n which the Lord teaches His people by actual, and sometimes
by very painful experience, if they will not learn it in any other way.
He taught it thw; to the children of Israel in leading them through
the wildernes~, as He said to them by His servant Moses, "Thou shalt
remember all the way by which the Lord thy God led thee these forty
years in the wilderness, to humble thee," &c.
Want of experience also, as well as want of knowledge, sometimes
leads these young disciples to make serious mistakes in expounding
God's Word. Even the gifted CECIL said, as a result of his lengthened
experience, "I well know now what it is to have preached from a text
which I did not so much as understand, till it was thoroughly opened to
me by experience." And these young disciples do not always like to
have their mistakes pointed out to them. although it may be done
ever so gently and kindly, I heard one recently give some erroneous
and fanciful interpretations of some passages owing to his ignorance of
their meaning; and another make a very important statement in an
authoritative manner, as if it were distinctly mentioned in God's Word,
whereas no such statement is to be found in it j and when I afterward~,
in each case, gently and privately pointed out to them their mistakes,
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they were evidently displeased, and they were quite unwilling-in spite
of plain proof-to acknowledge that they had made them. Those who
teach ought to be willing to be taught. Probably some of these young
disciples would be much benefited if they would remember the Apostolic
precept-a precept which seems to be often forgotten in the present
day-" Let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak."
Experience has been compared to the great Oriental banyan tree.
Branches grow forth from its stem, and from these bl'anches are
developed runners, which extend down to the ground, and take root
there, and spring np again as new trees; but all are united to
the parent stem. So faith comes from above, and is rooted in the
Divine Word, and, as it grows, it produces branches of experience,
and from these branches runners are formed, which take root in
the Word, and then spring up again to produce new products of
faith and new trees of experience, all united one with the other,
and to the parent stem, until one and the same tree becomes a whole
grove. For experience first grows out of faith, and then greater
faith grows out of experience, the Word of God being all the while
the region of its roots; and in time larger faith and richer experience
develop into extensive results.
'.
Experience differs very much in different cases, and it is a great
mistake to imagine that it must generally be alike. Nothing is
more wonderful in creation than the variety which is exhibited
in it, and similar variety is to be seen in the spiritual creation. The
GI'eat Father teaches all His children with His own unerring
wisdom, and He leads them all by the right way, that He may bring
them to a city of everlasting habitation; but different dispositions
require different treatment, and He acts accordingly. One child of
God, then, need not of necessity compare himself with another child
of God as to experience, and suppose that a difference in experience
indicates a difference in love, or favour, or growth in grace, or
preparation for the heavenly inheritance. It may be necessary for
some to pass through deeper depths of contrition than others, or
more formidable floods of affliction, or fiercer fires of temptation;
but each of the loved and redeemed ones may say believingly and
confidently, "When He-my Father-hath tried me, I shall come
forth as gold." "Take away the dross from the silver, and there
shall come a vessel for the finer." "The Lord of Hosts," we are
told, "shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; and He shall
purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that
they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness," and
that offering is to be "pleasant unto the Lord."
Experience may frequently be a source of comfort and encouragement. An old writer says, "If a person, who ha~ been long in
possession of a large estate, comes in process of time to have his title
disputed, he rummages every corner of his secretoire, and of his strong
boxes, to find the original deeds; and having found them, he appeals to
them as authentic vouchers. Thus past experiences of the grace of
God, though not proper to be rested in, may yet be recallacted with
comfort, and referred to with advantage by a deserted saint, in an
hour of doubt and darkness." Another writer says, "Christian, bless
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God for the experiences and sensible taste thou hast at any time of
God's love; but know that we cannot judge of our raith, whether
weak or strong, by them. Experiences are like crutches, which do
indeed help a lame man to go, but they do not make a lame man
sound or strong. Therefore, Christian, labour to lean more on the
promise, and less on sensible expressions or God's love, whether it be
in the present feeling. or past experiences of it. I would not take
you off from irpproving these, and limit the actings or our faith. A
strong man, though he cloth not lean on his staff all the way he goes,
as the lame man doth on his crutch, which bears his whole weight, yet
he may make a good use of it now and then to defend himself, when
set upon by a thief, or a dog, by the way. Thus the strong Christian
may make good use of his experiences in some temptations, though he
does not lay the weight of his faith upon them, but upon the promise."
Similarly, SPURGEON wrote :-" Every man that goes to heaven by
Cbrist will have a Christian experience; but I know some people who
seem to me to be tTUsting to their experience. If I ask a man
'What is the ground of your faith 1 ' and he says, 'I have felt this
and felt that'; then I say that that ground of his faith is a rotten
one; and he that rests on his feelings will be as much deceived as
he that rests on his works. 'Nat of man, neither by man,' is true in
this case. Because I have had an experience of my deep depravity, and
been shaken over hell's mouth, am I to trust in this to be saved by it?
No, no, beloved. The blood saves-not my sense of guilt, not my
depravity, nor all my knowledge and understanding of it-but the blood,
the blood alone. And so I may have had high and rapt communion, and
deep fellowship with Christ; but if I rest in my communion, I am
as much deceived as he that rests on the Romish priests-for there
is nothing in anything I can do, or be, or ever could be, that could
save me; it is all in Christ from first to last; and, putting His
pierced hand on all your doing, believing, seein g, feeling, experiences.
He covers them all up. and says, 'I am the way, and none of these.'''
The lessons which the child of God learns by experience, may be
increasingly valu.able to him as time goes on. Some of them may be
very hard to learn, and some of them may be very humiliating, but
he would not be without them even if he could be :-lessons of his
own weakness and insufficiency; lessons of the unreliableness alid
unprofitableness of the flesh; lessons of the emptiness and unsatisfying
nature of earthly things; but, above all, lessons of his Father's
wondrous love, forbearance, and tender mercy; lessons of faithfulness
to His Word, and of the unfailing fulfilment of His promises. The
child of God learns by experience how infinitely wise is his Father's
gentle guidance, and how sweet it is to walk with Him, and to hold
communion with Him by the way; and thus learning, he looks
forward with joyful anticipation to the experience of better and
brighter things yet to come, and he sings:" If such the sweetness of the stream,
What must the Fountain be,
Where saints and angels draw their bliss
Immediately from Thee?"
D. A. DOUDNEY.
01'e,. Hastings.
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ORIGINAL HYMNS.
(Concluded from page 233.)

IN the J une Number of the GOSPEL l\![AGAZINE, 1776, is to be found
a hymn of six verses, composed on Psalm lxxxvii. 7, "All my springs
are in Thee," beginning-"Now, dearest Lord, to praise Thy name,
Let all our powers agree;
vV orthy :1rt 'r hou of endless fame,
Our springs are all in Thee."

This hymn is 176, GADSDY'S Selection, and was written by SAMUEL
MEDLEY, BaptiRt minister, of Liverpool. He did not publish any book
of hymns until 1789. Previous to that date-that is, from 1786-9-as
he composed his hymns they were printed on broadsides, and circulated,
some of them, by thousands. Many of them are sweet hymns, and
testify of the goodneEs of God, and the love of OhriEt to poor sinners.
It was his usual plan to make each verse end the same. For instance,
another of his, well-known, "Awake, my soul, in joyful lays." A
portrait of MEDLEY also appeared in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for
November, the same year as the hymn mentioned above, 1776.
SAMUEL MEDLEY was born at Oheshunt, Herts, on June 23rd, 1738,
and was educated under his grandfather, Mr. TONGE, of Enfield.
When tho war brokc out in 1755, he resolved to leave his employment and go to sea. He entered as master's mate, and soon after
sailed with a squadron under the command of Admiral BOSCAWEN.
Uere he saw much of the abominations of sin, and was left to go
great lengths therein himself. But though lost to every serious
impression, he was not totally without some flashes of conviction,
which would sometimes cast a momentary damp upon his pleasure.
'Whilst at his post during an engagement, he was severely wounded in
the calf of his leg, which enti:::ely incapacitated him from attending
to his duties, and he was ordered to keep his bed. The wound grew
worse, and amputation was anticipated. This was sad news to him,
and he at once began to think seriously. He called to mind the
advice he had had, and the prayers that had been offered up on his
behalf by his father and grandfather.
Considering his case as
desperate, it occurred to his mind that prayer to God must be hi>;
last resource, and accordingly he prayed very fervently for the
rostoration of his limb. He also recollected having seen a Bible
in Ilis chest, put there by his father, and though he had never
opened it before, he now began to read it with avidity. The next
morning, on the wound being examined, the surgeon, lifting up his
hand, exclaimed, "That the change was little less than a miracle."
The fleet being ordered home, MEDLEY, s~ill an invalid, was carried
on his arrival to the house of his grandfather, Mr. TONGE, at
Enfield. Being anxious to know, one Lord's Day evening, if his
grandfather were going out to worship, he inquired of the servant,
who told him that Mr. TONGE was going to read a sermon to him.
"Read a sermon to me!" exclaimed MEDLEY, "he had better be anywhere else." The serrron read was one of Dr. WATTS'S from Isaiah
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xlii. 6, 7, "To open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from
the prison." He at first listened with his usual indifference,
but when the sermon touched upon those parts about opening the
blind eyes, he listened with eagerness, for every sentence described
bis own case, and every word sank deep into his heart. Convinced of
his awful state as a sinner before God, and the imminent danger he
was in, as such, with a heart broken under a sense of his guilt and
impenitence, he fell down before the Lord as soon as he was alone,
and spread before Him his mournful, desperate case. He was soon
after able to get out, and often went to hear GEOllL:E WHITEFIELD
and ANDllEW GIFFOllD, and under their ministry be received the
comforts of the Gospel, by a believing view of the fulness and
sufficiency of the Atonement of the Lord Jesus. nis father just
survived long enou~h to see bis earnest petitions answered on behalf
of his child. In December, 1760, be joined Dr. GU'FOHU'f; Ohurch, in
Eagle Street, London, and for a time kept a school in the Seven Dials.
Dr. GIFFORD questioned him as to his exercises respecting thc ministry,
and he was soon after called by the Ohurch to that work. In June,
1767, he accepted a call from the Baptist Ohurch, at Watford, JIerts,
where he remained until 1772, when he removed to Liverpool, where
he continued until his death. For a number of years he went
annually to London, and preached in the Tabernacle, and Tottenham
Court Road Ohapel: his ministry was not only acceptable, but owned
and blessed to many. His aim in bis preaching was to humble the
pride of man, exalt the grace of God in his salvation, and promote
-real holiness in heart and life. He preached his last sermon on Easter
Sunday, 1799, from Deuteronomy viii. 2, "And thou shalt remember
all the way the Lord tby God bath led thee." During his
illness, in conversation he seldom omitted mentioning with peculiar
sweetness the work of the Holy Spirit, thankfully acknowledging
His power in quickening and comforting his own soul. Some ot his
friends coming in to see him, he said to them, "You see me now
on my dying bed, and a sweet bed it is to me. What mercies am
f now enjoying in it. I never saw so much of my own unworthiness, or so much of the excellency, glory, and suitableness of Ohrist
as an all·sufficient Saviour. I would wish, had I strength, to speak
of Him till I die. The doctrines I have preached I am fully persuaded
are of the truth. They are now the support and consolation of my
mind. Remember, I die no Arminian, Socinian, or Arian; I die a
poor sinner, saved by sovereign, rich, and free mercy. I am now
a poor shattered bark, just about to gain the blissful harbour, and
oh, how sweet will be the port after the storm! But a point or two
more, and I shall be at my heavenly Father's house." Drawing near
his end, pushing the bedclothes away, he exclaimed, "Take it away!
take all the world away-all but Ohrist! Dying is sweet work, sweet
work. I am looking up to my dear Jesus, my God, my Portion,
my All in all"; and then with a dying voice continued, "Glory!
glory! Home! home!"
And in half-an-hourhe expired, on
July 17th, 1799.
That beautiful and striking hymn, No. 134, GADSBY'S Selection,
was written for and appeared in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for October,
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1776, founded on Isaiah xxxii. 2, "The hiding place," said to have
been, "written in an arbom.," consisting of nine verses, and signed,
" SYLVESTRIS," the only one its author is known to have written,
has become an especial favourite with many of the Lord's people,
and has been greatly used of the Lord for comfort and blessing to
His chosen. It commences" Hail, sovereign love, t]lat first began
The scheme to rescue fa.llen man!
Hail, matchless, free, ete'l'nal grace,
That gave my soul a hiding place."
Its author was JEHOIDA BREWlo:R, at the time the hymn was written
Congregational minister at Rodborough, Gloucestershire. He was born
at Newport" Monmouthshire, in 1752, commenced life as a trader, but
becoming religiously impressed, prepared for the work of the ministry,
desiring to enter the Church; but some difficulty arising with the
Bishop respecting his ordination, he joined the Congregational body.
He left Rodborough, and in 1783 removed to Sheffield, where he
ministered fifteen years. He afterwards went to Birmingham, and
was minister of Carr's Lane Chapel, where he became very popular.
For some time he was associated with the Countess of HUNTINGDON'S
preachers. A large chapel was being erected for him when he died,
August 24th, 1817, and he was intened in the ground adjoining the
unfinished building. A few months since a portrait of BREWER was
inserted in the SOWCJ' Magazine, edited by Mr. T. HULL, of Hastings.
Hymn 200, GADSBY'S, beginning"Ah, but for free ltnd sovereign grace,
I still had lived estranged from God,
'rill hell had proved the destined place
Of my deserved but dread abode,"
appeared in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for August, 1798; and is signed
"H." Who the author was I am unable to say.
Several good 11ymns may be found in GADSBY'S and other selections
by JOHN ADAMS. This was the £ather of Rev. SAMUEL AD AlIfS, late
vicar of Thornton, Leicestershire, whose memoir and diary were published in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE a few years since. He was for many
years a firm friend to the principles set forth in the Magazine. His
father was also a lover of the same distinguishing truths of the
Gospel, and some of his hymns appeared in the GOSPEL MAGAZrNE in
1776, and other years.
Nos. 205, 208, and others in GADSBY'S very
preciolls hymns, breathing forth the savour of Christ's name, are his.
No. 205 was written for, and appeared in the GOSPEL MAGAZrNE, May,
1776.

" Jesus is our great. salvation,
Worthy of our best esteem;
He has saved His favourite nation;
~r oin to sing lLloud of Him.
He has saved us;
Christ alone could us redeem."

It was signed, "J. A.," and had been recognised as ADAlIlS'S, appearing
in RADFORD'S and DOBELL'S collections some years before GADSBY'S
u
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was published.
No. 206 is also assigned to ADAl\IS, from the
text, "Salvation is of grace" (Eph. ii. 8); but I find this in the
,GOSPEL MAGAZINE for June, 1777, with another signature. J. ADAMS
was born at Northampton in 1751. His mother, who was a good
woman, was a member of the Baptist Church under JOHN RYLAND, sen.
When eighteen years of age, it pleai;ed God to enlighten his mind by
the Spirit and call him by His grace. He joined the Church, and
remained a member until Dr. l~YLAND succeerled his father. When
persecution arose, because ADAMS contended for the distinguishing
doctrines of sovcrei~n grace, he was cast out of the Church, and much
injured in his business by false reports. He, howevcr, purchased
two houses, and converted tllem into a meeting-house, which Mr.
HUNTINGTON opened, which is still nsed as a place or worship by those
who love the free-grace Gospel. In 1811 he retired from business, and
went to London, so as to be able to hear Mr. HUN'l'fNu'I'ON. Some
years after the death of Mr. HUNTINGTON he removed neal' to Olney,
Bucks, where his son was cnrate; but, subsequently, he removod to
Northampton, where he died, l\'[;ty 15th, 1835, aged eighty-fullr years.
He was full of joy, having no fear of death, and died in the full
assurance of being for ":vel' with the Lord.
JOHN NEWTON, of Olney, was also a contributor to the pages of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE in those early years. Once an infidel and libertine,
a servant of slaves in Africa, he was, by the rich mercy of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ, preserved, restored, pardoned, and appointed to
preach the faith he had long laboured to destroy. At one time, remembering what lengths of sin he had gone to, he says, "But let me be
silent here. Yet let me not be silent from the praise of that grace
which could pardon, that blood which could expiate such sins as mine."
His interesting life and memoir is almost a household book, so I need
not occupy space with his history here, but his former remarkable
experience fitted him for penning that song of praise to God's faithfulness, "JEHOVAH·J'IREH," hymn 32'1, GADSBY'S"Though tl'oubles assail and dangers affright,
Though friends should all fail, and foes all unite,
Yet one thing secures us, whatever betide,
The Scripture assures us the Lord will provide."
This appeared in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for J~tllUary, 1777, the
"Olney Hymns" being published two years later, consisting of hymns
by NEWTON and COWPER, composed at diffl:lrent times and on various
occasions, but at that time sent forth in a volLlllle, which has never
lost its savour among those who love real heart utterances ill hymns
of praise and rich Christian experience. Even the place where they
were composed has special charms, and many a thoughtful believer
has loved to linger there.
Hymns are not always songs of praise; many of them are petitionary;
and, perhaps, this class has been as much, or more used and valued
by the Lord's living, exercised, grace-taught family than any other. Often
when confident language and terms of full assurance have been sung,
many of the little ones, bleating lambs, those young in the Lord's ways,
have felt obliged to be silent rather than use language that they dare
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not appropriate. But those hymns that breathe out the desires of the
Il(mrt ill confession of sin, and felt nothingness, with earnest longings,
/llld pantings for a knowledge of pardon, forgiveness, and enjoyed peace
wit.h God, through the knowledge of Jesus Ohrist,-these have met their
;1l80S, and seemed to fit in with the experience of the Lord's people
gOllondly. Such a hymn is No. 393, GADRBY'S, written for and
11 ppoaring in the GOSPEL MAGAZlNE for February, 1777, with two other
pit·cos, having the full signature and address of their author, JOHN
II'A WUJ"TT, Breadey Hall, Halifax.
" A crumb of morcy, Lord, I crave,
Unworthy to be fed
Witb. d~tintiea such as n.ngels have,
Or with tLe children's bread.
"Havo pity on my needy soul,
'fLy peace ~LDd pardon give;
'l'by lovo can make the wounded whole,
And bid the dying live."
']'his hymn does not appear in his book of hymns, published in 1782.
ne was callo<l by grace at the age of sixteen years, when hearing
G~:ORGg VVUI'I'ICI"/IJ:I,D preach from the text, "And as Moses lifted up
the serpent ill the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted
liP" (John iii. 14-), "As long as life remains," he says, "I shall remember
huLh tho Lext and the sermon." He united with the fel\owers of
WI(I'I'ICI"II,W for a few years, but in 1758 he joined a Baptist Ohurch
at Bradford, in Yorkshire, who perceiving that he was endowed with
girts and grace for the ministry, exhorted him to preach the Gospel
puulicly; and though after his first effort he decided never to let
Jlis weakness be seen again, yet on his next attempt the Lord graciously
JlOlped him to speak from the words, "A broken and a contrite heart,
o God, Thou wilt not despise." He was invited to become the pastor
of the Baptist Ohurch, Walmsgate, wiJere he was ordained, July, 1765.
lIe was a most laborious servant of the Lord, writing many excellent
worl,s, as well as preaching the Gospel. Rev. ll.IJ:NIW VENN, of Huddersfield, 1\1:1'. JOHN TnoRN'l'oN, SAMLJEL MIWLEY, and others were his
most iutimate friends at this time. On supplying for Dr. Gn,L in
LOlluon, 1772, the Ohurch gave him a call to the pastorate, and as he
han an increasing family, and the small Ohurch he was serving being
al,le 1,0 pay him only £25 per year, he decided to accept the invitation,
His farewell sermon was preached to his people in Yorkshire,
and several waggons were loaded with his furniture and library for
,]nparLuro. Hut the members of his little flock-men, women, and
ciJildJ'cu-gathered around him and his family in tear's and almost
LrokclI-hearted agouy, praying him not to leave thorn. The last load
was being pac]wd, when Mr. FAWCETT and his wife sat down on one
of the boxes aud wept. The devoted wifp" amidst streaming tears,
looked up into Ilis face and said, "Oh, J'ohn, John, I cannot bear
this!" "Nor 1, neither," said the good man, weeping. "Nor will we
go. Unload the waggons and put everytbing in the place where it
was before." The people cried with joy, and the Ohurch in London
were informed that he could not come, and the beloved pastor resumed
u 2
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his labours on a salary of about £50 per year. Then it was that he
wrote one of his hymns which has become immortal"Blest be the tie that binds
Our hearts in Christian 10\-e;
'fhe fellowship of kindred minds
Is like to that n,bove."
In 1777, his congregation increasing, a new clHLpel was erected for
him at Hebden Bridge, where he continued to labour with much
success until his end, as well as instructing pupils for the ministry.
In the year 1811 he received the degree of D.D. frolll America. He
was very fond of psalmody, and often said, "If the l .. ol'd has given
to man the ~bility to raise such melodious sounds an(} voices 011
earth, what rlelightful harmony will there be ill heaven!" His diary
and letters prove him to have been a man well taught his cOlltinual
dependence upon the Lord, and the evils of his heart, with the value
of the blood of Christ. He would often exclaim, "1 alll 11 si liner, but
blessed be God for Jesus Christ." He suffered muell fur several years
before his death, often going to the chapel 011 Cl'llLclles. During his
last few days on earth, he implored mercy, Divine mercy, witli ;t11 the
lowliness of a babe in Christ; and though not much lifted up with
joy, yet he desired to depart ..and to be with Christ. And almost his
last expressions were, "Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly! Oh, receive
me to Thy children!" This his Lord lovingly did on July 25th,
1817.
Another GOSPEL MAGAZINE hymn writer was JOB HUrTON, whose
writings, both prose and poetry, appeared in that Magazine between
1804 and 1808, signed, "EBENEZER," "ELIAKHI," and" J. H--N."
Mr. DANIEL SEDGEWICK, the hymnologist, extra.cted all his hymns and
poems-thirty in number-and published them in a volume in 1861,
with a brief biographical sketch, from which I gather that he was
born near Burton-on-Trent, in 1762. From the tender age of nine
years he had convictions of sin. These, however, were not slllliciently
deep and strong to restrain him from sin. He spent his days in sin
and his llights in fear. When about twenty-two years of age, being
with his wicked companions, he was so terrified at their conduct that
he felt compelled to warn them of their danger and leave them.
That night he went to Walsall and heard Mr. JOHN BJlA Dl<'O llD, and
his discourse, from Abraham's servant seeking a wife for 1saac, made
such an impression upon his minu that he was entirely brought away
from his evil practices. He suffered under great distress of mind for
some time; but one day, being at work at his forge, the words in
Isaiah Ix. ], 2, were mnch impressed upon his mind, "Arise, shine;
for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee.
For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the
people; but the Lord shall arise upon th0e, and His glory shall be seen
upon thee." His friends soon saw what had taken place, and this grace
so worked in his heart as to produce a great concern for the salvation of
others. He became acquainted with Lady HUNTINGDON, alld went to
college; but while studying there his mind underwent a chiwge in
regard to his views of baptism, and he eventually left the connection,
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and was baptized by Mr. JABEZ BROWN, of Yarmouth; Soon after
he received a call from the Ohurch, at Olaxton, Norfolk, which he
accepted, where he remained fifty-five years, many hundreds of souls
being brought out of nature's darkness through his instrumentality
dUl'ing that period.
He lived in the closest communion with God,
and walked in the light of His countenance; and, during his latter
years, waited for his change with cheering anticipations, which took
place on the 19th of October, 1849, in the eighty-eighth year of his
age. His hymns are, some of them, found in various selections. One
in GADSBY'S, No. 1099 (five verses), begilJs"Jesus, omnIpotent to save,
Exalted Prince of grace;
Light, life, and love Thou dost bestow
On men of vilest race."
f3everal other hymns of less importance, and not so widely used or
known, might be mentioned as first making their appearance in the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE: as that by GEORGE BURDEN, of Ooventry, in
April, 1779, entitled, "A Hymn for Ohristian Oompany,"
"Swcet the time, exceeding swcet,
When the saints together meet;
Whcn, their theme of praise the Ra,me,
rJ'bey exalt J ehovah's name."
11 () was a very useful man, being one of the originators of the
"HoligiollS Tract Society," for some years Editor of the .Jj}v(£1~gelicCtl
M(/f/I{:;ine, and Socretary of the London Missionary Society.
He
died in 1832. Another, by JAMES BODEN of Ohester, appeared twice
in the same year, namely, February and August, 1777, with several
ol,hors" Ye dying sons of men,
Immel'gec1 in sin ::mc1 woe."
A t this time BODlm was but twenty years ot age, living in the house

where MATTHEW HENRY once resided and wrote- most of his Oom·
mentary upon the Scriptures. He was for forty-three years the pastor
of Queen Street Ohapel, Sheffield, and; after a long and laborious life,
]>e;wef'ully died on Jnne 4th, 1841, aged eighty-four years. Four or
more llymns appear in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE during 1777 and 1778,
~iglled, "J. E., Ooventry," that is, JONATHAN EVANS, the reputed
nllLliol' of"Hark, the voice of love and mercy
Sounds aloud from Calvary;
See, it rends the rocks asunder,
Shakes the earth, and veils the sky:
'It is finished!'
Hear the dying Saviour cry."
A very precious and soul-stirring hymn. Others of his l1ave some
merit, but never having published any book of hymns, and the MSS.
being lost after his death, only one or two have been adopted in
selections. He was a member with Mr. GEOIWE BURDER, of Ooventry,
and while he followed his secular employment was very useful in
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preaching in the villages in Warwickshire. In 1784 he purchased a
building at Foleshill, and fitted it up as a chapel. A new chapel
was afterwards built for him, and he ministered to an affectionate
and loving people until his death in 1809, aged sixty years. A sketch
of his life and portrait may be found in the E'/}angelical Mctgazine for
1809.
.
Yet one more and I must conclude. That well known, and almost
universally adopted hymn, "All hail the power of Jesu's name,"
appeared in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for 1780, without signature; but a
few years after its author, at the request of friends, published a small
book of "Occasional Vel'ses, Moral and Sacred," amI thore claims the
hymn as his own. The original has eight verses. The tune, "Miles'
Lane," composed for the hymn by SURVBSOLl~, organist at Spa Fields
Chapel, London, a pel'sonal friend of its author, has assisted in keeping
the hymn in frequent request. The writer of the hymn was r;DWARD
PERRONET, son of Rev. VINCENT PERRONET, a well-known Evangelieal
clergyman, who was Vicar of Shoroham, for fifty years, and died,
1785, aged ninety-two years. Lady UUNTfNCDON says of him, tllat he
was a most heavenly man, with the most lively piety, joiner[ with the
profoundest humility, and ardent concern for the salvation of the people
committed to his charge. EDWAIm was at one time connected with Lady
HUNTINGDON'S preachers and the WESLl~YS, preaching at Norwich and
Canterbury with considerable success. In almost every place where he
proclaimed the love of Jesus, the Lord graciously gave him seals to
his ministry. Though the son of a clergyman, he is said to have been
a great enemy to the hierarchy of the Church of England. On going
to Canterbury he took a house in the Cathedral precincts, and fitted
up a room in it for public worship. But in a little while mob violence
broke outl; the premises were broken into, the fittings destroyed, and
the pulpit taken to the market place and burnt. IJ e thon obtained
part of the old Archbishop's Palace, a room about 20 feet by 12 feet.
It was therefore a humble place of worship, but he continued undisturbed by outward persocution. Soon after he settled in Canterbury,
he was forced to avow on which side he stood doctrinally. Be declared
himself a Calvinist, and he proclaimed the truth to this small congregation until his death, ill January, '1792. His dying words were, "Glory
to God in the height of His Divinity. Glory to God in the depth of
His Humanity. Glory to God in His all-sufficiency, and into His band
I commend my spirit." Tbe man who was not eloquent, despised of
the multitude, and wbo lived a persecuted and suffering life, was
enabled to write those lines because his Master was enthroned in his
heart. This hymn grew out of his heart, found its way to many hearts
.
and wielded a wondrous power there.
"All hail the power of J esu's name;
Let angels prostrate fall;
Bring forth the royal diadem,
And crown Him Lord of all."
TIlE law of faith includes and affords everything that the law ot
Moses requites.
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WISDOM WITHOUT LEARNING.'"
THE following simple account was communicated at intervals to the
writer by an old woman a short time before her death; and the few
particulars added relative to her last illness, it is hoped, will not be
unacceptable to the reader. She died January 9th, 1852, aged eighty.
four.
There were no schools when I was young; so I never was taught
to read or write. I lived for forty years as ignorant of religion as a
cat. I feared neither God nor the devil. One Sunday evening I
turned into a little chapel in our village; I thought I would see
what neighbours went there. I looked about me for a bit, quite
careless of all the mau said, till towards the end I seemed drawu
to listen. The mau was picturing out the death of our dear Lord,
hanging on the cross, His hands and feet fastened by great nails,
and the blood running all down His body. Then he went on to say,
"Thirsty, naked, tormented; so He died. But who killed Him 1
It u:as thou;" and so saying, the preacher looked full at me.
"Yes," said hp, "thou didst the deed." These words seemed to enter
into my very soul. My sins came up to mind; no tongue can tell
how I felt.
I went out with the people, and returned home; but
such a solemn weight was on my heart that I could do nothing
but cry. My eldest son asked what was the matter 1 I said,
"I have heard such a keen sermon, it has cut me through and
through." "Oh," said he, "if that's all, you'll soon get over
that! " BlIt I didn't. The words, "Thou didst the deed," seemed
bored into my very heart. I could not get rid of them, day
nor night.
Oh, bow I pmyed, and wept, and cried, to God!
For many months I went on in this dismal way, begging God
to forgive me all my sins, that had killed His dear Son. But
no; He would not, and I could find no release. Sin upon sin rose
up, till they seemed far beyond pardon. Then my husband set upon
me. Said he, "I'll have you mad upon my hands presently, moping
like this here, about all such stuff and nonsense. You shan't go to
that chapel." But I were nl)ne the better for staying away. " So,"
says I, "let me go and hear something that may ease my mind, for
I feel lined with devils." At this he was very angry, and terrified
me j but my heart was so torn, I could not give in to him anyhow j so I
would have my way; always saying the words that first fixed on my
mind, "Thou didst the deed." Oh, the gloom, the trouble of mind,
that bung upon me! I felt sure I was the only creature that ever
felt so.
I asked one or two who heard the sermon, did they Botioe the
words that stuck to me 1 But they seemed not to heed them; never
gave it even a thought. I went on this way, in sore trouble, wanting
nothing but the pardon of my sins.
One night, when lying awake, all at once God broke in upon my
soul. I saw nothing, I heard nothing; but such a divine feeling seemed
to fall upon me, with the sweet persuasion that Jesus had borne all
" By the Author of .. Nothing to Pay."
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my sins in His body when He hung upon the tree, that I felt God
was satisfied too. Oh, what a blessed night I had! It was heaven

in measure. I expect heaven will be just like that night, turned into
one long endless day. I arose in the morning, with a sweet peace in
my soul, the fear of death and hell all gone, and the love of God
shed abroad in my heart by the Holy Ghost. Here the old. woman
ended her simple history; and a few weeks after, she was seized with
the iIlness which closed her· earthly course.
She was visited by this friend when she was taken ill, who inquired
how she felt in her soul. She replied, "Very quiet-too quiet."
"Not so," answered the friend; "this is the fulfilling of the Lord's
Word, 'Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on
Thee.' 11 "That's true," said the old woman, "but I want a bright
shining, something to cheer np this dying bed. I want the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. I hope I'll have something different to this
quiet before long." "Perhaps you may not," answerod the friend .
•• Very likely God may put you to sleep in this quiet, peacefill way;
and what a mercy He does not give the enemy leave to break ont
upon you with doubts and fears, and. honol's about death." "Ah!
that puts me in mind of my prayer long ago," said the old woman,
with a look of bright intelligence, " I prayed God would cllain up the
old enemy when it came to the last, and not let him tel'1'ify my soul.
Why, for sure, he is a-doing it now."
A few days after this, she said, "I want to die 30 badly. I want
to have done with this leprous, sinful old body, that has been a tt'ouble
to me these forty years. I long to get rid of sin." It was asked,
"Do you sin now 1" "Aye, every minute-every breilth. I be all
sin. I want Jesus as much as ever I did." It was said. to her, "If
anyone came to see you now, and told you that you must do something toward salvation, and it rested with you to persevere and hold
out to the end, what would you say now 1" She rose up in bed vel'y
deliberately, and leaning for support on her right arm, said, "I
must go to hell. I can do nothing now any more than at tho first;
I can't hold out and persevere. No; Jesus must do it all, and He
will too. He loved me before I was born, and He loved me all the
time I hated Him. He washed me from my sins in His own blood,
and He will take me to heaven. I have no doubt about it, because it
is His work, not mine; no praise to me. I want more love, more
shinings; but I know I am safe. He will be my Guide eveu unto
death. But if He had said, •Do this,' or 'Do that, and I will be
thy Guide,' what in the world should I do now 1 What could I do 1
Ah! He must do it all. He picked me out, and passed many better
women by." She paused for a moment or two, and then added with
deep feeling, "Oh, I was not worth His notice! I was not worth
being picked ont and picked up-a poor ignorant thing like me; and
if He had not made it all plain, I could never have understood it for
certain. But 'tis He have taught me, and I have good reason to
love Him."
Part of the 17th chapter of the First of Ohronicleslbeing read to
her, she made a few remarks, especially upon the 15th verse, which
seemed to suit exactly the frame of her mind.
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On another occasion, the 3rd of Joshua being read to her, she made
her own application of the account of Israel crossing the river Jordan,
and said, "I am crossinO' to the heavenly country." It wai:l asked,
"An d IS
. Jesus the trueh Ark ill the middle of t h
'
e rIver
1 ""For
certail~ He is," said the old woman, with much animation,
sho~ld
be qUIte down-hearted if He were not, and Satan would soon terrIfy
my poor dear souL"
It being remarked she had no fire, and it was bitterly cold, she
said, "~oor things! they do the best they can for T?e. Polly is .a
good chIld, and they are all very kind to me. They bghted me a bIt
of fire, but it went out· and it is 110 odds, for it is old age that
makes me feel cold. My other daughter that I came away from is
!llUch better off than Polly. But I preferred to come here, for there
It was the world, and chatter all day long; here I be quiet, and can
talk to God alone, and I want for nothing else."
Returning a tract tllat llad been left her, which contained a narrative,
she said, "I don't like tracts that have so much of this world in
them. Let me have one all about Jesus, and my soul's concerns."
Upon One occasion, the passage being repeated, "Behold the Lamb
of God, whicll taketh away the sin of the world," it was observed to
her that the Jews understood the word world to mean the Gentiles,
and not, as Bome make out in our day, every person in the world.
"To be. sure not," said the old woman; "Jesus is a true Saviour, a
real SaVIour, and He saves all He died for; but He would only be a
pretenlled Saviour if IIe died for them, and then let them go to hell.
Why, who could count upon being saved at that rate 1"
The 7th of Romans being read to her, she said, "Oh, how. plain I
can follow the ins and outs of that chapter Paul and I have Just felt
alike! "
'
.The week before she died, she was in a very depressed state ot
mmd. A neighbour, who was a Wesleyan, called in to see her, and
~egan talking to her about perfect love, and sinless purity. She
lIstened. for some time, and at last said, "Well, I be very dark and
very wICked; that's all as I can say; but Jesus is mine just the
llame."
The day before her death she suffered intense agony, aud could
scarcely speak; but, making a great effort, she said, "Oh, what cm~lcl
I ever .do now, but for Jesus 1" It was asked, "Has God favoured
you WIth any of the bright shinings you desired 1" She repeated,
'No," tWice; and then slowly moved her hand backwards and forwards, as if to describe the even state of her mind, adding, "quiet,"
and sometimes "happy."
On the morning of the day she died, her sufferings were painful to
behold. As a friend approached her dying-bed, a smile of pleasure
glanced aCross her features. It lasted but a moment; and tossing her
withere~ arms over her head, she closed her eyes, and resumed the
!ow wall of anguish, which was only interrupted for a moment, drawmg her knees up and down with all the restlessness of approaching
death. It was asked, "Is the enemy kept away 1" She waved her
arms backward and forward, and then, as if fearful the movement
would not be understood, she said, "It is the body-the body." It
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being observed, that Jesus could feel for her as He knew what it was
to die, she clasped her llands in token of assent, saying, "I have no
fears." A bystander remarking how restless she was, she looked very
significantly at her, and said, "I have got my resting-place in .Tesus."
Two hours before her death her pain subsided; she retained a calm
intelligence to the last, and dropped asleep in Jesus, without a sigh."A'

THE GOD THAT HIDETH HIMSELF.
(ISAIAH
WRITTEN BY W. HUNTINGTON, S.S"

viii. 17; xlv. 15.)
WHEN lIE PREACHED
CHAPEL.

'TwAs the voice of my .Jesus that
spake,
When kiudly He knocked at my
door:
I slept, but my heart was awake,
Lord, leave me to slumber IlO
more!
How kindly He did me entreat:
" Come, open, My sister, My love" ;
But not all the language so sweet
My frozen affectiolls could move.
" Come, open, My dove undefiled !
Why dost thou thy Saviour so
slight?
My bead with the cold dew is filled,
My locks with tbe drops of the
night."
With stupid ingrlLtil.ude I
To frame my excuses began:
My coat of profession laid by,
How sh:>Jl I again put it on?

A'I'

MAnOAItE']' STl~EET

The force of Omnipotent Love,
My heart, though so hngnishing,
felt ;
My bowels began then to move,
My frozen affections to melt;
Though of late so unwilling to stir,
I rose my Beloved to fiud;,
I felt my hands dropping wiLb
myrrh,
Which He on the lock left behind.
I opened: but ah, He was gone!
I fainted with sorrow and shame:
111 v wretched lukewarmness I 01V1lThere's none but myself that I
bl:une.
Tt wounded me sore to reflect
How tenderly 'twas that He sp,"ke ;
I treated His love with neglect,
All, Lord, how my bosom did a.che

I call, but He answers me not;
I mourn, and most justly I
may:
The scandal of Jesus His cross,
I thought it my feet would defile; Me, also, thc watchmen have cn:ugllt,
My veil they have taken :l,wn,y.
Full loath this world's favour to lose,
Which lately had ceased to revile. Young converts, take warning by
me,
My Saviour was grieved to the soul;
Of spiritual slotb to beware;
But, just as I tumed to depart,
And, oh, when my Jesus you see,
He put in His haud by the hole,
Remember my case in your
And pushed back the bolt of my
prayer.
heart.
Methinks, while my story I tell,
And mention my Jesn's dear name,
My breast doth with ecstasy swell,
Which kindles my love to a, flame.
There's something within doth forebode,
That Jesus will see me again;
His chariot I heal' on the roadReturn, blessed Jesus! Amen .
.. The foregoing may be had ill booklet form, price one half-penny.
J. C. PE'MllREY, 16·1, Walbon Street.
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THE HEALING OF NAAMAN.
A SEHMON PREACHED BY THE REV. WILLIAM DARBY, RECTOR OF CANN,
DORSETSHIRE. %

" My father, if the Prophet had bid thee do some gnat thing, w01tldest
th01t not have done it? how much rather then, when he saith to thee, TYash,
and be clean? "-2 KINGS V. 13.
"ALL Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness":
such is the testimony of the Word of God to its own origin and
excellence. Its adaptation to the varied circumstances of maIlkind
is shown, both by the nature of the truths which it communicates,
and by the manner in which they are communicated. "Sin, and salvation from sin" is its grand subject, and this subject is formally statfJd
and explained in its i1octrinal, implied in its devotional portions, illusb'ated in its narratives, symbolized in its types, and foretold in its
prophecies. May we ever prize the privilege of reading, without
restraint, its sacred pages, and may the Spirit, who is the Lord and
Life-giver, bestow upon us His gracious influences, that we may not
read them in vain.
The brief but most interesting history of Naaman, considered in
itself, and also in its Evangelical application, presents us with abundant
matter fot' profi table meditation.
An indi-qidual is introduced to us-eminent on account of his military
talents, and the victories which he had won-laden with honours by
his grateful sovereign-but, notwithstanding all these advantages, a
prey to a revolting and incurable disease. "Now Naaman, captain of
the host of the king of Syria, was a great man with his master, and
honourable, because by him the Lord had given deliverance unto
Syria: he was also a mighty man in valour, but he was a leper." V{e
may just glance at the striking difference between the language of man
and the language of God. In human records the instrument is usually
exalted, to the neglect, if not to the exclusion, of the Almighty
DisposeI' of events, while in Scripture the mightiest of mankind is
rednced to his original insignificance. " ShaH the axe boast itself against
him that heweth therewith 1 or shall the saw magnify itself against
him that shaketh it 1 as if the rod should shake itself against them
that lift it up, or as if the staff should lift up itself, as if it were no
wood." It was" the Lord" who, by Naaman, "had given deliverance
unto Syria."; and, as if to show the inherent impotence of the distinguished hero, he was afterwards permitted to pine under an affliction
at once grievous and loathsome, and mortal.
The train of circumstances which issued in the cure of the tried
sufferer's body, and, wo may confidently add, of his soul also, displays
most convincingly the providential dealings of God. A young female,
torn, like Joseph, from hel' conntry and her kindred, and doomed to
*
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a life of exile and slavery, is, like him, made a blessing to her
master. And while we should shrink from taking a single flower from
t~e wreath that graces the head of him who was" separated from
Ius brethren," we are bound in fairness to assert that in one all~mportant point the poor captive girl, of whose very name we are
Ignorant, proved a greater blessing than he. We nowhere read that
a single Egyptian forsook idolatry for the true religion, but we are
expressly informed that Naaman abjured Rimmon, tlle tutelar god of
his country, and embraced the worship of Jehovah.
How powerful is the influence of holiness! The young slave, though
surrounded by heathen asseciations, did not forget the land of her
nativity and its many privileges. The ten tribes had ceased to frequent the temple at Jerusalem, and with one consent had trodden in
the footsteps of" Jeroboam the son of Nebat,. who made Israel to
sin"; but the God of their fathers, whom they had forsaken, had not
left Himself" without witness." There was still in the midst of the
apostate people one on whom had descended the mantle, ancl, with it,
a double portion of the spirit of Elijah-one who was as mighty ill
works of mercy, as his predecessor had been in works of judgmellt.
With full confidence in his power and benevolence-notwithstanding the
fact, attested in after-ages by Christ IT.imself, tbat not one of the
many lepers then in Israel had been cleansed-the Jewish maiden
exclaimed, "Wonld God my lord were with the Prophet that is in
Samaria! for he would recover him of his leprosy." The sincerity
of her faith, proved, as it doubtless was, by the consistency of bel'
conduct, gave to bel' words a power which otherwise they could
hardly havo possessed. Originally addressed to her mistress, they were
reported to Naaman, and eventually reached the ears of his royal
master. So st.rong, indeed, was the impression which they produced, that
the monarch at once resolved to write a letter to Jehoram, betweon
whom and himself, no friendly feeling could be supposed to exist.
While we admire the effect of sterling piety, even on the mind of
the heathen, as exemplified in this incident, it were injustice to pass
over in silence the amiable condescension of Naaman.
How mallY
as inferior to t,he Syrian general in rank as they are superior to him
in spiritual advantages, would have scorned to follow the aclvice of a
slavt, although in secret they approved of it.
His conduct appears
the more remarkable when we consider the contempt :Eor woman
entertained by the heathen at large, and especially by those in the
East. And here we cannot avoid indulging in the remark, that the
wonderful difference in this respect between them and ourselves, is to
be attributed wholly to Christianity. That" pearl of great price,"
that diamond, whose value can be fully known only in a fllture
~tate, scatters its dust over our earthly path.
And of the many
temporal benefits for which mankind are indebted to it, the greatestbeyond all comparison, the greatest-is the olevation of the female sex.
When the l,iug of Israel read the letter he rent his clothes, and
said, "Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man doth send
unto me to recover a man of his leprosy 1" The king of Syria had
sent to the king of Israel as not knowing, and probably not caring
to know, the Prophet, although in the speech of the little maid the
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latter alone was mentioned. But this slight of the servant of God,
whether designed or not, was overruled to his honour, and, which to
him was of far greater consequence, to that of his Master. The
admission, on the part of an ungodly man, that none but the Almighty
could heal leprosy, was calculated to prepare Naaman's mind for the
ronulIciation of his false religion, and for the reception of the true.
Elisha, on hearing what had passed, "Sent to the king, saying,
Wherefore hast thou rent thy clothes 1 let him come now to me, all(~
he shall know that there is a Prophet in Israel." Accordingly
Naaman repaired, with his imposing equipage, to the lowly dwelling
of the seer. But it was necessary, in accordance with the principle
on which God invariably acts, that he should be humbled before
being exalted.
Instead of being greeted in a manner befitting his
rank, )Vhich, no doubt, he thought he had a right to expect from the
subject, since his cl'ede"ntials had, of course, secured for him the courtesy
of the sovereign-instead of being hailed as an illustrious warrior, he
was bidden, and not by the Prophet himself, but by a messenger, to
go and wash in Jordan seven times. One reason why Elisha did not
approach him may have been a dread of defilement. It was not
likely that the Syriau noble would allow a menial to come into
personal contact with him, while he might, with all the earnestness of
grateful anticipation, have grasped the hanrl, from which he expected
deliverance. Elisha c:ould not, like Him whom he typified-free alike
from the possibility of ceremonial and of moral pollution-touch the
leper, with the words, "I will; be thou clean."
This unexpected reception, combined with the prospect of a tedious
journey to J"ordan, when he looked for immediate relief, roused the
indignation of Naaman, and he thus gave vent to his feelings,
"Behold, I thought, He will surely come out to me, and stand, and
call on the name of the Lord his God, and strike his hand over
the place, and recover the leper. Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers
of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel'l may I not wash
in them, and be clean 1 "
The servants, or, more strictly, the slaves
drew near their disappointed and irritateu master, and ventured t~
expostulate with him on the unreasonableness of refusing to comply
with so simple a condition; "My father, if the Prophet had bid thee
do some great thing, wouldcst thou not have done it 1 how much
rather, then, when he saith to thco, Wash, and be clean 1" Nothing
can bo inferred from the opouing words of this addrcss, for
though at first sight the endearing epithet, father, may seem to imply
the grcatcst kindness on his part, and the deepest gratitude 011 theirs,
it is cOllstanLly applied in Eastern countries to those from whom the
smallest favour is received 01' expected. Still, he must have possessed
a "royalLy of nature," who, when his pride was wounded, and his
hopes disappointed, and that, too, at the very moment when the one
was excited in the highest degree, and the other seemed on the point
of being realized, could inspire his slaves with confidence to reason
with him. Contrast his conduct with that of Nabal, who was such a
son of Belial that no one, not even his exemplary wife Abigail, could
speak to him. To come nearer home, my brethren, which of us, it
placed in similar circumstances with Naaman, would have acted as he
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did 1 The victory of this renowned general over himself was far
more glorious than all his military exploits, great as they were, for
" He that ruleth his spirit is better tl1an he that taketh a city."
Here, however, we must guard against a very plausible error. We
cannot doubt that Naaman subsequently became a believer in the true
God; but it would be dangerous to conclude that his amiable disposition necessarily paved the way for the change. There are some
individuals who are endowed with a moral magnetism which attracts
all hearts, and almost justifies the application to themselves of the
words of the Roman prelate, "They would be angels, were they but
Christians." And yet these are passed by, while the morose and the
repulsive are chosen as monuments of grace and heirs of glory. This
consideration, while it should prevent us from judging, should also
excite in our bosoms a spirit of deep humility and forbearance. He
who, like the briar, seems to exist only to annoy, mn,y still be a
child of God. His natural harshness may be under the subduing
influences of grace, and may one day be mellowed into sweetness at
present inconceivable. Besides, we see him only in his contact with
his fellow-men. We may not follow him into the retirement of 11 is
chamber, where, in the lowliest abasement, he pours fmoth with a
fervour, unfelt perhaps by his reprovers, confessions of guilt, and cries
for mercy, which enter into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth, and are
registered in His" book of remembrance."
Yielding to the sound advice of his slaves, Naaman proceeded without
delay to the river Jordan, and, on plunging seven times into its waters,
was instantaneously cleansed. With a heart bounding with joy, he
hastened back to the seer, and, while he omitted not to acknowledge
the yet Higher Agency that had wrought his cure, entreated permission
to bestow some mark of gratitude on the instrument; "Behold, now I
know that there is no God in all the earth, but in Israel: now,
therefore, I pray thee, take a blessing of thy servant." Elisha, with
noble disinterestedness, solemnly refused; "As the Loru liveth before
whom I stand, I will receive Hone." :I!'inding the Pro]Jlwt inflexible,
Naaman, in lieu of offering costly preseHts, asked for what secrued the
veriest tI'ifJe; '< Shall there not then, I pray thee, be given to thy
servant two mules' burden of earth 1 for thy servant will henceforth
offer neither burnt ofl'ering nor sacrifice unto other gods, but unto the
Lord." His object, in all probability, was to build an aHar, with
the soil of the country where he had experienced so great a blessing,
and which, in his eyes, was not unnaturally invested with peculiar
sanctity.
The following passage has proved a difliculty to many: "In this
thing the Lord pardon thy servant, that when my master goeth
into the house of Rimmon, to worship there, and he leaneth on my
hand, and I bow myself in the house of H,immon: when I bow down
myself in the house of Rimmon, the Lord pardon thy sel'Vant in this
thing." It has been supposed by some that Naalllan referred to the
past, and that the expression, "I bow myself," should be, I have
bowed myself. But this interpretation is not admitted by the best
critics. The explanation which to us appears the most satisfactory is,
that he was speaking of his official attendance on the king in the
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house of Rimmon, and that his bowing, not being intended as worship,
was not to be considered in the light of worship, but as an unavoidable accommodation to the king, who leaned upon him; in other
words, that the bowing of the king necessarily caused him, on whom
he leaned, to bow also.
If this opinion be correct-a question which we do not undertake
to determine-the case may be illustrated by an example taken from
the early history of the Reformation in Germany. The Elector of
Saxony, a Protestant prince, was ordered, in virtue of his office of
Grand-Marshal of the Empire, to carry the sword before Charles V.,
at high mass. On receiving the mandate, he consulted both the
Lutheran and the Zllinglian divines. The former recommended compliance, and cited the example of Naaman in proof of their opinion,
while the latter gave the very opposite advice. The Elector adopted
a middle course. He attended the ceremony, but remained erect at
the elevation uf the host, thus doing homage, so far as he lawfully
could, to his earthly sovereign, but, at the same time, avowing
paramount fealty to the King of' kings. To ret.urn. Elisha's reply
was, "Go in peace." The obvious meaning of the words is, If thou
canst conscientiously do as thou purposest, well: it is a point which
thine heart, and not mine, must decide.
In strong and painful contrast with the lofty self-denial of Elisha, appears
the grasping covetousness of Gehazi. Unwilling to lose so rich a prizel
when brought almost within his reach, he exclaimed mentally, "Behold,
my mastcr hath spared Naaman this Syrian, in not receiving at his
hands that which he brought: but, as the Lord liveth, I will run
after him, and take somewhat of him." Mark the contemptuous manner
in which this degenerate son of Abraham speaks of one who, although
a Gentile, was as superior to him in character as in position. And mark,
too, his awful impiety in calling God to witness the despicable fraud
which he intended to practise. And remember, his nature is ours.
The generous soluier, not suspecting in anothel' that guile to which
his own heart was a stranger, readily believed the specious falsehood
that was coined Ior the occasion, aud voluntarily doubled the amount
required. Swift was the stroke of vengeance on the miscreant's head.
After having bestowed his ill-gotten gains in a place of safety, he
presented himself before his master, with as innocent an ail' as if nothing
had happened. Unabashed at the searching question, "Whence comest
thou, Gehazi 1,. he unhesitatingly replied, "Thy servant went no
whither." What must have been his consternation when the indignant
Prophet thundered in his ear, " Went not mine heart with thee, when the
mau turned again from his chariot to meet thee 1 Is it a time to receive
money, aDd to receive garments, and oliveyards, and vineyards, and
sheep, and oxen, and menservants, and maidservants 1 The leprosy
therefore of Naaman shall cleave unto thee, and unto thy seed for
ever." The te1'l'ible sentence was carried into effect on the spot: "He
went out from his presence, a leper as white as snow."
The conduct of the Prophet was marked by the same dignity
throughout. Most men would have despatched an explanatory message
to Naaman; but he was content to let his character rest on its own
basis. This is the noblest and the wisest plan, when we are assailed-
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as who is not assailed ~-by the tongue, or the pen of calumny. The
falsehood would often be unnoticed, or, if noticed, forgotten, unless
the greatest pains were taken--uniutentionally, of course, but still,
most effectually--by the party against whom it is levelled, to give it
notoriety. Besides, it will generally be found, that those are mast
sensitive respecting their character who have little, if any, character
to los!'.
We have lingered too long, perhaps, on the first part of our subject.
Let us now consider the passage before us, with reference to the
claims of the Gospel, and the manner in which they are too often met.
Leprosy is a fit emblem of sin-that disease of the soul "hich none
save God can cure. But. there is a fountain whose virtue is greater than
that of Jordan-a fountain, not of water, but of blood, even the blood
of Immanuel. A proclamation has been issued, whose sound has gone
forth to the ends of the earth, and this is its burden, "Wash, anll be
clean." The Almighty thus addresses the .gnilty sons of Adam, "Come
now, and let us reason together: though your skins be as scarlot, they
shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall
be as wool." But, alas! though the God of truth is the Speaker, men,
for the most part, turn a deaf ear to the invitatiou. The complaint of
the Prophet is still tme, "Lord, who kIth believed our report ~ "
Christianity has gained a footing in llIaIlY lands, and has reduced
their inhabitants to an acknowledgnwut of her claims, and a profession
of obedience to her laws. But even in the most favourable circumstances,
how few have received the truth in the love of it, and act as if there
were any efficacy in "the blood of sprinkling"! Some, resolved not
to renounce their Sill, and yet anxious to escape its penalty, madly
persist in the blasphemous attempt to produce concord between Christ
and Belial, professing to rely on the merits of the former, while they
are the willing slaves of the latter. Others, again-and these form
the class to which belongs the application of the text-disdain to comply
with the simple command. Wrapped in their own imaginary excellence,
they adopt the spirit, at least, if not the words of the objection, "Are
not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters
of Israel 1 may I not wash in them, and be clean ~ " We are warranted
in reiterating the assertion, which, strange as it may seem, is borne out
by experience, that he who is living in avowed sin is more ready to
receive the humbling doctrines of the cross than he whose conduct is,
in his own estimation, unblemished. When" John came in the way of
righteousness," the most abandoned classes believed him, while the
Pharisees, who expected to earn heaven by their rigid obedience, believed
him not. The operation of the same principle is attested by St. Paul,
"What shall we say then 1 That the Gentiles, which followed not
after righteousness, have attained to righteousness, even the righteouslless
which is of faith.
But Israel, which followed after the law of
righteousness, hath not attained to the law of righteousness. Wherefore ~
Because they sought it, not by faith, but, as it were, by the works of
the .law. For they stumbled at that stumbling-stone. As it is written
Behold, I lay in Sion a stumbling-stone and rock of offence; and
whosoever believeth on Him shall not be ashamed." And again, "They
being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their

The Gospel Magazz'ne.

305

own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righLeousness
of God."
Man wishes to do some great thing, in order to deserve a reward, at
the hands of his Maker. His proud heart scorns the idea of being,
from first to last, a debtor to grace. This is the grand secret of the
very limited success which has attended the preaching of the Gospel.
M orality-in itself a blessing which cannot be too highly valued-has
been perverted to the destrllction of its votaries. Instead of being
rogarded as at once the fruit and the proof of holiness, it has been
made the substitute for holiness-an error [almost as fatal as would be
the exaltation of the cross by the dethronement of the Crucified.
Generosity and gratitude are corresponding virtues; they' may be said,
indeed, to bear to each other the relation of parent and offspring. But
as the conferring a favour implies superiority, while the receiving one
is an admission of inferiority, the return of gratitude rarely, if ever,
equals the expenditure of generosity. This principle, which is usually
verified in man's dealings with man, is invariably verified in man's
dealings wiLh God. Irrespectivcly of the self.evident fact, that man has
not the power to be proportionately grateful to God, it may be contended
that he has not the desire.
On the contrary, he pants to be relieved
from the oppressive sense of perpetual obligation. Notwithstanding
his own utter IWlplessness, he recoils from the idea of entire dependence
And this self-sufficiency, which nothing short of
even on Deil!J.
Omnipotence can remove, is the main barrier between him and salvation.
1[appy he who, like Naaman, listens to the wise counsel of the text,
by whomsoever it may be imparted, "My father, if the Prophet had
bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not have done it 1 how
much rather, then, when he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean 1"
My brethren, there is but one way of salvation for the vilest" and for
the purest. Be assured, then, that if you arc heirs of glory, God will
not allow you to remain in your present state of self.righteousness.
Though you wash yourselves with snow water, and make your hands
never so clean, yet shall He plunge you in the ditch, and your own clothes
shall abhor you (Job ix. 30). Your longing after righteollsness is, in
itself, a right principle, but its aim is misdirected. "Christ is the end
of the law for righteousness to everyone that believeth." In Him there
is a fulness which can more than satisfy all your desires, yea, which
can surpass your most sanguine hopes, your most glowing conceptions.
H,enounce then your repentance, which, like the impotent rivers of
Damascus, has no healing virtue-trample under foot your holiness,
which, however you may prize it, is abomination in God's sight-wash
in J Lis blood, and clothe yourselves with His garments of salvation.
Then shall you, even now, be objects to rivet the admiring gaze of
angels, and hereafter you shall" shine forth as the sun in the kingdom
of" your ":Father."
And now, my brethren, farewell. We may never meet again in this
Church, but we must meet again before the dread tribunal of quick
and dead. God grant that we may there appear with joy unutterable,
such as only they can feel to whom shall be addressed those thrilling
words, "Come, ye blessed children of My Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you, from the foundation of the world."
x
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. W. L. HOLLAND, M.A.,
INCUMBENT OF ST. THOMAS'S OHURCH EDINBURGH.

THE subject of our portrait sketch this month was born at Shipley,
Sussex, in 1852. His father, who is still living, is the Rev. OHARLES
HOLLAND, M.A., Rector of Petworth, and Prebendary of Ohichester
Cathedral. He was educated at Corpus Christi, Cambridge, and was
ordained in 1875, serving as Curate for nearly two years at Stalbridge, Dorsetshire. He subsequently held the Rectory of Puttenham,
ill Surrey, till 1882, when he was appointed to the parish of Wadingham, in the county of Lincoln, which charge he retained till 1886,
when he entered upon the important pastorate of All SiLints', Halcham,
in South London. Mr. HOLLAND, speaking under the clearol' light of
the Spirit's teaching in later years, has stated his belief that the pel'ior]
of his ministry from 1875 to 1886 was "marked by instaLility," yet
he believes that even his "greatest failures have been used to write
more deeply on his heart that 'in the flesh there dwelleth no good
thing,' and to humble the pride of the heart, and to mako Ililll mol'c
conscious of the sovereignty of God's grace, and the depths OT Hiflll1Crcy."
Mr. HOLLAND'S labours at Hatcham were remarkable for a bold
onunciation of the blessed doctrines of grace, in their experimolJtlll
aspect, and for a fearless assertion of Bible Protestantism. A flourishing branch of the Protestant Alliance and an Orange Lodge were
founded by him during his four years' laborious service in South
London. His infiuence, both personal and pastoral, was powerfully
felt in his densely populated parish. One of his Curates, the Rev. G.
E. BOWRING, now Ourate of St. Andrew's, a firm adherent of the
distinctive truths of the Gospel of God's free grace, llas, we hear, often
stated that to Mr. HOLLAND'S ministry he providentially traces his
training in the truth. In the year 1891 the vestry of St. Thomas's
English Episcopal Cbllrch, Edinburgh, sent a dejJut:1tion to I.Jonclon to
interview Mr. HOLLAND, and to ask him to accept the vacant incumbency.
It may be mentioned that the origin of the formation of the
congregation worshipping at St. Thomas's was the secession of the
excellent Rev. D. T. K. DRUl\1l\WND from the High Church body
known as the "Scottish Episcopal Church," owing to the intolerallce
of the authorities of that denomination, and their interference with
that freedom of conscience which is the birthright of every Christian.
Mr. DRUMMOND carried with him a large following of spirituallyminded people, a commodious building was provided for their worship,
and to this day the position of the Church has been wholly independent of the control of the Scottish High Church Bishops. The late
Evangelical Bishop W ALDEGRAVE) of Carlisle, and also, we believe,
Bishop BAlUNG, of Durham, used to show their sympathy with the
noble protest of Mr. Dl~UMMOND and his congregation by holding
occasional Confirmations of candidates brought to them from Edinburgh.
The English Bishops, as a body, however, have always frowned upon
the position occupied by St. Thomas's, and by several other Churches
in Scotland, founded upon the same Evangelical and Protestant
principles, and separated from the Scottish Episcopal communion.
Many leading English Divines have filled St. Thomas's pulpit during
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the past forty years, and it has ever been the earnest aim of the
congregation to· secure pastors to maintain faithfully the Gospel
of the grace of God, and to uphold the cause of the Protestant
Reformation.
In the Rev. W. LANCELOT HOLLAND it was felt, therefore, that
a true successor, in the line of the Rev. D. T. K. DRUMMOND, had
been found, when his acceptance of the invitation of the congregation
was obtained, Reports of the good work of Mt,. HOLLAND in Edinburgh have appeal'ed from time to time in the English Churchman
and other Protestant publications, abundantly proving that the congregation of St. Thomas's did wisely in their choice of a Pastor. The
influence of Mr. HOLLAND in the cause of distinctive truth in the
northern metropolis has been powerful and fruitful during the term
of his earnest labour.,. The aggressions of Rome, both directly and
indirectly, have, of late years, been remarlcably bold in Scotland,
and Mr. HOLLAND, alike in the pulpit, on the platform, and in the
press, has, under God's blessing, resisted them with acknowledged
success. The lamp of pure free-grace teaching has burned with
uniform clearness until now, when, for conscientious reasons, he has
announced his decision to resign the charge of Mr. DRUMMOND'S old
flock, and-which is a more grave step-to separate himself from all
conuection with the Reformed Church of England. The main reasons
assigned by God's beloved servant for his secession from the Church
of the XXXIX. Articles, as we gather them from two of his published
letters, arc, that his views on the Prayer Book have undergone a
recent change, and that Sacerdotalism in the Establishment is now
" legalised." Upon the sacred domain of conscience it is, of course,
We dare not, consequently,
not within our IJrovince to enter,
venture to offer any word of criticism in these pages on Mr.
HOLLAND'S grave decision. We are sure that his one desire is to
glorify God, to further His precious truth, and to maintain a
conscience void of offence. Our earnest prayer is that the blessing
of the Holy Spirit may attend his testimony and labours in any
sphere which the hand of our Covenant God may be pleased to
open for His honoured servant. His past services through the press
alone promise valuable results in the future. It is not long since
Mr. HOLLAND compiled "lhe Bible Hymnal," a selection suitable
for congregational use in any gathering of God's truth-loving people;
while his compact, perspicuous, and thoroughly sound treatise,
entitled "The Bea1dy of Holiness," furnishes a valuable exposition on
the subject of Sanctification-one of the most vexed questions in these
days of theological controvel'sy.
The present notice of the secession from the Church of England
of a deeply-beloved friend, and fellow labourer in support of
Evangelical and Protestant principles, is not one which we feel
called. upon to make an occasion for criticism, raised by Mr.
HOLLAND'S action, yet we feel conscientiously constrained to say that
we honour the bold and self-sacrificing step prayerfully resolved upon
by our brother. It is enough for us to depend on the Apostolic
record regarding the personal procedure of any true servant of Christ
-" to His own Master he standeth or falleth."
X

')
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IN MEMORIAM.
WE promised last month to refer at more length to the death of
Mrs. ELIZABETH SCOTT, of Sunderland, who was a staunch adherent of
the doctrines of grace, and who lived and died in the :faith of God's
elect.
Mrs. SCOTT was born at Monkwearmouth, 2nd April, 1814.
She was the seventh of it family of nine children of ROBINSON
HARRISON, a merchant and shipowner, and of MARY his wife, who,
after the death of ROBINSON HARRISON, was married to the Rev.
SAMUEL TURNER, minister of Corn Market Chapel, Sunderland, on
Christmas Day, 1834. The then Miss HARRISON became an ardent
follower of Mr. TURNER'S ministry. She was married, in 1858, to
Mr. JOHN SCOTT, a merchant and land agent" of Blaytoll.on-Tylle,
at Ryton-on-Tyne.
Mr. SCOTT died in 1861.
Aftcr this Mrs.
SCOTT returned to Sunderland, and bURied herself within the
narrow compass of her home-for she seldom went out of doorsin helping her family and others in the spiritual life, and in
any way she saw they had need. In 1874 she moved to Monkwearmouth, and opened a depot of the Trinitarian Bible Society, and in
her sitting-room window kept a large-type Bible always open.
People have been seen diligently reading the Word thus set before
the passers by. For a long time she was sorely tried by a heavy
load pressing upon her, that her unworthiness was too great for God's
mercy, and feared that at the last she might lose her promised home
in Heaven, and the fear of death weighed constantly upon her. On
February 23rd, 1895, an attack of influenza came 011, and for a few days
seemed not likely to prove serious, but, on its passing off, it left behind
it bronchio-pneumonia, and this continued more or less acutely until
exhaustion set in, and terminated fatally at six p.m., March 11th. She
never lost conciousness until twenty-four hours before. In the early days
of the last illness she was sadly tried, as she herself expressed it, by
" the enemy coming in like a flood," and begged her friends to pray
that the" standard might be lifted up against" him. These prayers
were answered in a wonderful way, for, although the trial lasted three
or four days, peace anu quietness were brought to her by the reading of
a leaflet, by Rev. GEORGE EVERARD, entitled, " Only Trust Him." The
beautiful simplicity of this appealed to the weary soul, and she lay
just quietly trusting all to Him who had done so much for her,
and waiting His time of coming to take her to Himself. The
hymn at the end, "Jesns, I will trust Thee," she said, exactly
suited her, and it was just what she wanted.
The conflict ,was
now over, and' she calmly waited, leaving all in her Saviour's
hands. I saw her almost daily, and shall never forget the fulfilment
once again of the promise, "At evening time it shall be light."
W. H. SHEVELL.
[In dear Mrs. SCOTT we have lost another personal friend and
correspondent of some twenty years' standing. She was a firm
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adherent of the verities of the Covenant of Grace, and was a warmheaded supporter of the cause of God's truth in these laRt evil times.
It was her custom to speak of herself as "a sparrow alone upon the
housetop," so little fellowship in "the old paths" did she meet with
in the north. Blessed be God! she now enjoys unbroken communion,
not only with the hosts of the redeemed, but with the Redeemer
Himself.- EDITOlt.]
~.orr.esp.onb.ent.e.

THE LATE MRS. OGDEN, OF GRANTHAM.
1'0 the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-I was glad to hear you had undertaken the Editorship of the GO~PI~L MAGAZINE. When I heard dear MR. COWELL
had passed to his eternal rest, my thoughts turned to you as the
one of all others most fitted to succeed him in this work.
I know if my loved father had been here he would have rejoiced
in the appointmont. I do trust you may have health and strength
given you to continue to edit ~t for many years. My father often
called it a "family" Magazine. The readers and correspondents were
so well known to each other; and as one after another has been called
home, wc missed the old familiar signatures, and asked, "Who will fill
up the gap '1"
1 wrote on Saturday to tell you of the loss we had sustained in
the death of our dear aunt, Mrs. OODEN, of Grantham. She was well
known to many of your readers. I don't known anyone so universally
beloved, or that will be more missed.
My first acquaintance began with her in the year 1867. She was
on a visit in Olifton with her husband, and used to come down to
St. Luke's on a Sunday. In the December of that year my dear
mother passed away, after a short illness, at Southsea. The shock was
so great to my poor father that he felt unable to return to his
ministerial work in Bedminster, so we determined to travel for a time,
and we spent Ohristmas at Grantham; the kindness of our dear
hostess I shall never forget. She was deeply attached to my father.
I have often heard her say that he was the means of her experiencing
full Gospel liberty. When she was a girl she lived in Leicester and
attended Mr. OHAMBERLAIN'S ministry. It was the means of great
blessing to hel'. After her marriage she removed to Uppingham,
her husband being manager of the bank there. There she met with
the Magazine, and found such comfort from its pages that she longed
to know its Editor. But I think it must, have been after their removal
to Grantham that father was asked to preach in the neighbourhood,
in some barn; the Rector of the parish was opposed to it.
Father had commenced preaching when he observed two gentlemen
coming in, whom he mistook for two High Church clergymen, come
over to spy out the land. To his surprise and delight afterwards, they
turned out to be Mr. OGDEN and Mr. THOMPSON, his brother-in-law,
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of Grantham. A frendship began then, which continued for many
years, until dear uncle was called home.
After my marriage to their nephew, in 1870, my visits to Grantham have been very frequent, and the kind welcomes I always
received when re-visiting this little town will never be forgotten.
The little chapel, too, is full of sacred memories.
So many good
men have preacbed there-Mr. ABRAHAlIf, G. C., Mr. W AKID'IELD of
Birmingham, and, latterly, Mr. BAXTER of Eastbourne. Dear aunt
used to entertain the preachers; it was the greatest delight to her to
get ready for them, arid one of the strongest links to earth broke
when dear Mr. WAKEFIELD was taken away. The death of bel'
husband, in 1880, was a great trial to her; having no children they
were all in all to each other. But she was so uuseWsh, sho resolutely
put away her own sorrow to comfort others. With Jle1' sister, Miss
CORT, she used to travel about in the summer; at Eastbollrne she
was a frequent visitor, for she loved Mr. BAxTlm's ministry. She
liked to be present at the Clifton Conferellces, and sho was always so
pleased to attend Mary-le-port Church.
In 1893 her loved sister died rather suddenly. It was a great blow
to her; indeed, I think she was never the same afterwards. From
that time my visits to her were more frequent, for I felt she was lonely.
I loved, and it was my privilege, to go with her to Eastbourne
for her summer visits. The first time we went she enjoyed it
so much, pointing out to me all the beauties of the neighbourhood,
and taking such an interest in everything. We used to stay in
Green's Gardens, which has a beautiful sunny aspect. Often when I
went to her room of a morning she would be standing with the
window open, overlooking the sea, the sun sbining in all its radiance;
she would turn to me, her face beaming with delight as she spoke of
the Sun of Righteousness, and repeated some favourite lines. Hers
was such a joyous religion, so full of thankfulness and praiso, and
her love flowed out to those around bel' in various loving
acts and words. Last summer we were at Eastbolll'110 together again,
bllt I soon perceived a change-the strength began to fail, less and
less was attempted every day. At last, getting very allxious, I called
ill a doctor, who said it was a slow but sure decline. She had
suffered from angina pectoris, and he feared a return. l!"'rom that
time she steadily declined, but it was so gradual we could hardly
realize it was the beginning of the end. She suffered severely from
nervous exhaustion and depression, very sad to witness.
In October I was with her again. I remember we went for a drive;
it was a lovely autumn day; the trees were gorgeous in all their varied
hues of scarlet and gold, but sadly and surely they were decaying,
though exhibiting all their beauty in their decline. I felt then how
much they reminded me of the dear one who was sitting beside me j
like them, she was fading fast. Before they put forth their leaves again,
she was to be where" never failing spring abides, and never withering
flowel's." The storm through which she pas!,'ed was very severe, the
clouds gathered thick and fast, but it was not to be for long. Now
she has reached the desired home.
Last week she was much worse, and on Tuesday, as she wellt IIp-
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stairs, leaning ou the arm of a relative, she felt it would be for the
la.st Linll', and so it proved. I came on Thursday, found her looking
vnry ill allcL sadly changed. She was conscious, uut her speech was
afl'cct,od, and we could only understand a word now and then. She
lmew everyone about her, and seemed pleased to have me with
he!'. All day she grew weaker; I repeated" Rock of Ages" to her
and. various hymns and verses. "Thine eyes shall see the King in
n is beau tr." Very softly afterwards we could distinguish a word or
Loo, such as "Finished." Almost her last word was, "Done," as if
slle was resting on the finished work of Christ.
I<'riday morning she seemed much the same, but in the a.fternoon I
saw a change was coming. Mr. WOOD'S sister, Mrs. TH0MPSON, was
ill the room, with her companion, Miss GREGORY. A Christian woman,
onc of her intimate friends, was nursing her; she and I were watching,
whon, all of a sudden, she lifted herself up, turned her head round,
looked upwards with such a look, and was gone. "The Master is come,
and calleth for thee. As soon as she heard that, she arose quickly,
and came unto llilll." I thought of the words, ., I will come again,
and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be
also."
She looks so poacoInl as she lies in her last long sleep. It is
touclling to see thc affection of the poor people for her; they feel,
as wc all do, t.hat we have lost a friend who can never be l·eplaced.
She is Lo be buried at Collington, a little country churchyard a.bout six
miles Irom herc-the last of her family to be laid there. It is one of
Lhe most beautiful spots I ever saw-" a quiet resting place," such as
sho lovod.
(/mnlham, April 1st, 1895.
E. DOUDNEY ADAMS.
[A few words by way of personal testimony Oil our part may be
added, dear friend, to what you have written oE the Lord's departed
handmaid. Mrs. OGDEN'S annual visits to the Cliftotl Conference,
and her regular attendance at Mary-Ie-port Church, Bristol, during
several prolonged sojourns in the neighbourhood iu company with
Iier beloved sister, Miss COln', afforded us special opportunities of
becoming intimately acquainterl with her sterling Christian character.
Many a soul-refreshing conversation have we had when l'eturning
togothel' from God's worship, and sweet was the commnnion of heart
we l'njoyed when talking over the Gospel themes treated in the pulpit,
alI(I while the glorious prospects of eternity formed the topics of our
intorcourse. Hers was a soul well-taught in "the deep things of
Goel," It heart chastened severely by providence and sanctified by
grace, a mind richly stored with the treasures of God's Word, and
a spirit remarkable for humility, tenderness, and love. We ever
regarded Mrs. OGDEN as a "Mother in Israel." She was a liberal
succourer of God's necessitous saints, and by them will be greatly
missed. We shall always cherish her memory as that of one of the
choicest of the flock with whom it was l3ver Olll' privilege to hold
fellowship on pilgrimage towards Zion.-EDlToR.l
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FRUIT.
To the Edito1' of the Gospel Mngazine.
DEAR SIR,-I cannot refrain from writing a few lines to express
my deep and hea1'tjelt thankfulness to our most gracious God for having
led you to undertake the Editorship of our long-valued GOSPEL
MAGAZINE. I hd been sorrowing so for the lOBS of our late beloved
Editor, "G. C.," and fearing it might fall into the hands of a less faithful
or spiritually-taught one, but, blessed be God! my foal's are at an end.
On opening this month's GOSPEL MAGAZINE-wllich I did not see
till yesterday-I was filled with grateful joy on reading yOUl' touching
address to its readers on the cover. And afterwanls, when reading
aloud for my dear husband and son your first precious article on
"Thirsting after God," my feelings were so overcome at its remarkable
suitability to myself, and it was so sweet and ref1'eshing to my soul,
that I could not proceed without pausing two or three times. My
dear ones also enjoyed it much. I could not but regaI'll this as an
earnest of the blessing our faithful Covenant God designs to miJlister
th1'ollgh you, to many of His beloved ones. Oh, I do earnestly pray
that you may be mightily strengthened by the Spirit in the inner
man, and physically' strengthened also for the arduous work you have
undertaken. I know, dear Sir, that you havo not entered upon it at
your own cost. The words, "My God shall supply all your need,
according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus," have been continually
on my mind in connection with you, since I knew you had accepted
the important post. And I have been enjoying the thought that even
Cl bTolcen cisterns" (as all God's children
must feel themselves to be),
when kept at the F01tntain, can never be empty. So, always drawing
out of the inexhaustible fulness of Jesus, you can never fail to have
f1'esh supplies for His poor needy Cl little flock"
Will you, dear Sir, kindly excuse my trespassing so 10llg on your
time and patience 1 And believe me,
Faithfully yours, in our pI'ocions Lord Jesus,
Mallow, co. Cm'k.
P. R
A TRIBUTE.
To the Bci'itm' of the Gospel Magazin~.
SIR,-Reading to-day Mrs. BmDJm's letter in this month's MAGAZINE,
the allusion made to Recollections of John G1'Ctce recalled to lIly mind
a few lines, written nearly two years ago, in a copy of the book, after
perusing it with intense interest, and I trust profit, and I thought
how very applicable they appeared to be to the two late highly
esteemed Editors of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. I vonture to enclose a
copy.
Yours tl'llly,
Stapleh'u1'st, April 14th.
E. PIPER.
"The watchman's voice is hushed in death,
Melodious once, when, with tbe Spirit's bre:Lth,
The faithful notes did swell o'er Zion's wall,
Rich with the cb,Lrms of Gospel cull;
How blest and full must then have been thut sound
Whose memories with such fragrant sweets abound.

E. P.

..
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
1'0 the Edit01' of the Gospel Magazine.
DEA" Sw,-Your kindness in inserting my last letter in your valuable
GOSI'EL MAGAZINE has induced me to send a few more testimonies. I
would sincorely thank you, and also pray that our loving Father may
be with you in your arduous labours.
FrwllI A SOLDIEl~S' HOME.
rl'h~Lllk

you very much for the nice useful collection of papers n.nd
books you have sent us-alwn.ys so much appreciated by the soldiers.
I am thttnkful to say we can testify to very much blessing here in this
part, C'specia.lly among the Royal Marines, some of whom, though young
in the Christin.n life, ttre working nobly for the Master, and are a real
power for good among their comrades. Pmy that they may be kept
stedfast, and many more added to the number.
'
FROlll A SAILORS' REST.

We have duly received your parcel of tracts, for which I beg to return
sincere thanks. They will indeed be very much prized by the crowds of
seamen who Hock around us begging for tracts.
I am, dear Sir, very faithfully yours,
ANN EVERARD BRIDER.
1, lVilton Plnce, Salisbuj'y, Apj'il Gth, 18£)5.
WORDS OF CHEER.
To the Edit07' 0/ the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SlIt,-C mce unto you and peace from God the Father, and
His Son Jesus Uhrist. I can scarcely express the delight with which,
on opening my GOo;l'EL MAGAZ[N]~ I found you had undertakcn the
Editorship, although, in one sense, with fear and trembling, lest the
increased onerous duties should prove too much for your health. I
presume you must feol stronger than some time since, and I trust the
Great Head of thc Church may, with increased duties, give you
renewed strength, that you may "mount up with wings as an eagle,
run and not be weary, walk and not faint." It is some years since
we last met, at St. David's Church door, and I have not forgotten your remark as we entered, "Your Father knoweth;" the same
may :'l.ppl'opriately be said now to you, "Your Father knoweth;" and
may He, of-His goodness, give you needful srace and the Spirit's
unction, that you may be enabled to feed the spiritual seed who yet
are .following 011 to know the Lord, auu thus, under your Editorship,
the GOSI')':L MAGAZINE will still be to many of the one :family a source
of comfort on the homeward pilgrimage.
Yours in Gospel bonds,
V. P. H.
April 3Hl, 18£)5.
WHEN the sentence and curse of the law were executed on Christ
as our Surety, our debt was paid by Him, and we were redeemed by
Him.
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THE CHURCH ASSOCIATION AND LORD HALIFAX.
CAPTAIN COBHAM, J.P., has sent the following letter, on behalf of the
Council of the Church Association, to Lord H08EBKRY, calling attention
to the grave fact that Lord HALIJCAX, a member of the Ecclesiastical
Commission, has entered into negotiations with the Pop~~, with a view
to the corporate union of the Pl;otestant Established Church with the
apostate Church of Home. The Pm:ME MINISTER has replied, asking
the Church Association for a copy of the pro-Hornan speech delivered
at Bristol by Lord HALIFAX, as President of the English Church Union,
which rp-quest has, of course, been acceded to, and wc wait to see
whether any action will be taken by the Governmont.
Cavtain
COBHAM wrote:My LORD,-It is announced in the d:1ily pa,pert! thltt Viscount HALU'AX
has been interviewing the Popc, in order to obt:1ill from him some recognition of the "validity of orders" of the clergy of the Church of Engla.nd.
Roman Catbolic theologians hold that as there W:1S never ,tny intentiOl.l
of conferring on these gentlemen the power to offer sacrifice, the clear
and express mention of such a power being carefully expunged from the
ordinal at the Reformation, no mere tactual "succession" could confcr
on them the "priestly character."
I desire therefore to call your attention, as being the principal adviser
of Her Majesty, to the scandal caused by a member of the Ecclesiastica.l
Commission going cap in hand to the ancient enemy of the Church of
England, whom this Church and realm formally renounced, and by whom
we aJl ltlike stand excommunicated at the prcsent time. Lord HALIlnx,
in a speech delivered by him at Bristol on Fcbruary 14th, and sincc
published, quoted with ltpprobation the saying, which he attributcd to
King Charles l., namely, that he would" rather have lost one of his ll:l.nds
tba,n that such a schism as that of the s'ixteenth centu1'y should bavc ta'keu
place." For himself, his Lordship announced his readiness to :1cccpt
not merely the official teaching of the Council of Trent, but :tlso that
of the Vatican Council, including by mtme the dogm,t of the papal
" infallibility."
Now, my Lord, it was only on the faith of his having subscribcd, "in
the presence of God," a solemn declaration that be is a membcr of the
Church of Enghnd, "as by law established," that Viscount HALIFAX was
appointed an Ecclesiastical Commissioner under 6 and 7 William IV.
c. 77, and 3 and 4 Vic. c. 113.
I need not point out to your Lordship that the religion esta,blished by
law is recognised in a.ll Constitutional documents ,tS Ueing the
"Protestant" religion. If decent consistency, or even intelligible meaning is to attach to such a statutory declaration as that made by Viscount
HALIFAX, I submit that he hets been unfa,ithful to his obligations by
suing Ito the "Bishop of Rome," as wen as by publicly advocating
" explanations" inconsistent with the "religion establi.lhed by law."
Such conduct, it is respectfully submitted, imposes upon your Lordship
the duty of advising Her Majesty to remove Lord HALIFAX from <1, post
which his hybrid religious opinions disqualify him for hold in!!, and
which places it in his power to aid in diverting the funds of the Established
Church into channels favourable to Romish lIggression, by endowing
partisan patrons, and for that purpose creating unnecessary districts (as
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in the case of St. Andrew's, Worthing), or by refusing help to loyal and
consistent Churcbmen who are applicants for grants.
Lord HALIFAX announced in the same Bristol speech, that what he
desires from the bottom of his heart is "to be .tHowed to make bis own
confeHsion, and to receive communion from the hands of the Roman
clergy .tbrO<Ld." 'l'bat, of course, is impossible without a full and formal
adoption of the Romish faith, so that the very first step toward such a
consllmnmtion, which honesty would seem to render imperative upon his
LOI'dship, is that he should sever his forma,] connection with the Church
of EnghLnd, and with the official administra,tion of her temporalities,
May I ask whether you are willing to tako action in tbe manner
su~gested, or by any other constitutional means, to put an end to a grave
scanda.l, which is indeed an outmge upon tbe Protestant feeling of the
country P
I have the honour to remain, your Lordsbip's obedient servant,
ALEX. W. COBHAM, Cha'innan.
THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY AND RE-UNION WITH
THE PAPACY.
THE following correspondence has taken place between the National
Protestant Church Union-tllrough the Rev. Prebendary WEBB-PEPLOE
-and the ArWHJ31SLIOP OF CAN T I'; LmURY, on the above named subject.
We cannot say that the reply of Dr. BENSON is satisfactory, It
appears to shield the notoriolls English Church Union, as a
society, from the responsibility of favouring fellowship with the
apostate Church of Rome, while we all know that the English Church
Union is the foremost of all organizations in undoing the work of
the blessed Reformation.
To HIS GRACE THE ARCHBISHOP OF' CANTERBURY.
We desire respectfully to call YOlH 10l'dship's .tttention to a speech by
the President of the English Churcb Union, dcli vcred at a meetin g of
that society at Bristol on February 14th !list, of wllich we enclose a
copy, having marked those passages which wc wish especially to bring
to the notice of your 10rdslJip.
We yield to none in tbe desire to promote spiritual· unity among
Christian people, of whatevcr Church or denomination, provided such
unity be not furthered .tt thc expense of trnth; but any serious proposal
to establish corpomte union with the Oburch of Home, so long as she
rctain~ those erroneous doctrines ::md practices against which (in the
words of Cardinal Y AUGHAN) "the Tbirty-Nine Articles of the Cb.urch of
England were drawn up as (tit etcl'nrrl }J1'Otest-would involve fatal
c1ep.wturc from the Christian faith; wonld shake the Church of England
to bel' very founda,tion; and imperil her existence as a. National Church.
Were the statements in question merely ilH' expl'ession of the speaker's
individual opinions and aspirations, we should not trouble your lordship
upon the subject; but they are widely regarded as the declaration of
policy, tb.rough its President, of a society of Churchmen claiming to
number some tb.irty-five thousand members, and if that view be correct,
the speech .tssumes the most serious impol'tance. Such an utterance
must give rise to grave misunderstanding, and seriously compromise the
Church in tho eyes of the uninformed, unless it be met by the most
emphatic and authoritative repudiation.
The statements in question ~Lre the Inore to be Jeplored as furnif,hing
a ground of accusation against the Church, of which her enemies will
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not be slow to avail themselves, and as further dividing Churchmen, in
the Church's hour of danger, when all her members should be united in
her defence.
We therefore trust that your lordship will make such a pronounc~·
ment as shall allay the anxiety ::trouscd in the minds of many by thIS
speech of a member of the English Church; and shall make it unmistakably clear that any corporate union with Rome, so long as she retains
her distinctive and erroneous doctrines and ::tdvances her present unprimi.
tive and unscriptural claims, is absolutely visionary and impossible.

Lamucth Palace, S.E., JJial'ch, 28th, 1895.
DEAR MR. WEllB-PEPLOE,-I have given full considenLtion to your
letter and its important enclosure. I feel, however, tlmt 1 should be
setting a precedent fraught with much difficulty hereaftcr, werc I to put
forth official utterances with respect to the speeches of clcrgy or laity
delivered to members of the priv:lte societies to which they Dla,y belong.
I did not gather that the speech in question was to be regal'dcd in :LIlY
other light than as the expression of thc individual opinions of tho
speaker; and indeed, if I am not misinformed, it has already been In:.Lde
clear in the newspapers that he did not express the sentiments of the
society generally.
But while I must abst:lin from the task of commenting upon speechcs
thus delivered (a task which might indeed be endless), I ha-ve no hcsita.
tion in saying that in my opinion-to quote your own words-" any
corporate union with Rome, so long :ts she retains her distinctive and
erroneous doctrines, :lnd advances her present unprimitive and unscriptural claims, is absolutely visionary and impossible."
Believe me, sincerely yOUI'll,
EDWARD CANTUAR.

FAINT NOT.
FAINT not, 0 weary worker,
Cease not thy blcst employ;
Still toil for Christ thy M:.tster,
Amid the world's annoy.

Faint not! for He who nceded
A soullcss'I' crcatul'o wild,
Now needeth thee His serv'Lnt,
His trial-tmined child.

Faint not! but le:.tn all lowly
Upon His arm of might;
Oh, lean while thou dost labour,
And toil will be delight.

Hc necdeth thee. r.rhough angels,t
Amid earth's thorns and flowers,
Still" minister" for mOI·tals,
He needs thy human powers.

Faint not! re I'ive thy vigour
With food divinely stored,
With " strong meat" of the Gospel,
And pure" milk of the Word."

Toil while thou canst! "Be instant,"
For Death works in the bnd,
And soon his touch mysterious
Will still thy voice and hand.

Faint not! He broke thy fetters;
Oh. " feed the flock" IlOW crossing
He saved thee by His woe,
'.rhis earth-wild fail', but cold;
That thou might'st serve~Him gladly Oh, feed it till God's mandate
In this sad world below.
'l'ranslate thee to His fold.
There by the living fountains
The Lamb thy thirst shall stay,
And God-thy God-Tmmanuel,
Shall wipe thy tears 'Lway.
ISA.

.. Mark xi. 2, 3.

t Hebrews i. 14.
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i)assing ®hmts.
A MONTHLY RECORD.
FRENCH forces have sailed for Madagascar, after having been treated
to a bull-fight (1) and hailed with leud aud enthusiastic acclamations by the multitudes of their countrymen who witnessed their
departure. They are engaging upon a most uncalled-for aud unrighteous
war. The Malagasy, it appears, have done nothing to offend them,
and the French have most decidedly been the aggrtlssors; they have
endeavoured to force upon the Malagasy terms which would practically
make them completely subservient to the French Republic, without
their ever having expl'essed any wish, or done any deed to be made
thus subservient. A touching account is given by a Special Correspondent of this hardly-used people gathering around their native Queen
in their island capital, to declare afresh their allegiance to her, and
their determination to defend her, their homes, and their country, to
the very utmost of their power, against this unrighteous foreign invasion; whilst she, in dignified and forcible language, with a large copy
of the Bible placed upon a table by her side, expressed her Jeep sorrow
that this con/iict should have arisen, and her earnest faith in the help
and protection of the Lord of Hosts. The country is described as
being wonderfully fertile and beautiful, and the people as exhibiting
the power of Christianity in their homes and in their lives, being strictly
honest, remal'hably industrious, free from crime, and exceedingly
hospitable. What a shame it is that they should thus be unwarrantably attacked, and that their beautiful country should be made the
scene of rapine and bloodshed.
We have nationally been engaged in a small war in Chitral, on the
north-western frontier of our Indian Empire; but it has been under
completely different circumstances to those under which the French
are attacking Madagascar. Our allies, and some of our border troops
have been wantonly attacked by an adventurer, supported by some of
the wild mountain tribes; and we have been compelled unwillingly
to take up arms in self-defence. So far the war has been happily
crowned with signal success to our arms, and there is every reason to
hope that it will soon be at an end. A very remarkable and satisfactory
circumstance connected with it has been that some of the native princes
of India have come forward in the most noble manner with generous
offers of help and support. [Since the foregoing lines were set up, the
beleagured garrison at Ohitral has been mercifully rescued. ]
Our Government has made some attempt to put a stop to the horrible
cruelties perpetrated by the Turks upon the Armenians, but the attempt
has not been characterized by either speed or vigour; ana if it had
not been for the remarkable boldness and energy displayed by the
Special Commissioner employed by the Daily Telegraph, the whole affair
would, in all probability, have been hushed up, no punishment would
have been inflicted upon the guilty perpetrators, and the cruelties would
have gone on until the whole of the Armenian nation had been
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completely destroyed; for tllis it seems was distinctly aimed at by
their heartless oppressors. Amongst the additional. proofs of the horrible
nature of the cruelties perpetrated, which have been obtained and sent
home by the Special Commissioner refprred to, is an important document,
written, nearly three years ago, by an Armenian abbot, who is now
confined in prison at Bitlis :1'01' his outspokenness. In this document a
clear ano circumstantial account is given of the fearful cruelties inflicted
upon the writer's :l'ellow-countrymen at that date, and his reasons for
fearing that those cruelties would be continued and extended. This
document was transmitted by the writer to the Christian Archbishop
of Erzeroum, and was intended to be placed ill thc "'wds of the
British representative at Erzeroum, to be forwarded by him to Her
Majesty's .F'oreign Secretary in Loudon, as an appeal for help to the
wbole British nation. But in consequence, probably, of tho dangcr and
despair which seem to encompass the lives of all the Arlllcnians, the
Archbishop did not despatch it to its destination; it rellliLiued in his
possession uutil it was handed by him to the Commissioner of thc Dnily
Telegraph, and so the awful work of torture, oppression, ::LIIU lIlassacro
has gone on unchecked until the present time. How well !lIay wo
long for the time wben such tcrrible deeus will cease, when thc King
0:1' l{ighteousness shall reigll univel'sltlly, :md cruelty and injllstico shall
be unknown under His beueficent sway. Meanwhile, as He has given
us nationally enormous power, surely we ought to use that power quickly
and eneq~etically for the suppression of all such terrible deeds, as far as
we possibly can.
The Established Chl1l'ch bas sustained a great loss in the death of
the venerable and excellent Doctor PAYNE-Sr.UTH, Dean of Canterbury.
He was a distinguished scholar, a faith:l'ul preacher of the truth as
it is in Jesus, and an earnest Evangelical. He exerted a very wide
influence.
He was one 0:1' the Simeon Trustees, and thus had a
considerable share in important patronage. It is said that, "llis
halJits of business, his practical shrewdness, his resoluteness, his unfailing vivacity and humoUl', were combined with a tenderness 0:1' heart
which laid him open to every claim on his compassion and good
offices, and which endeared him to all with whom he was brought
into contact in public business." He has gone to be for ever with
the Master whom he loved and faithfully served; but such men can
be ill-spal'eu at the present day.
[Archdeacon IfARRAR has been
appoint ed the new Dean.]
The Pope has ventured to issue another manifesto, addressed to
the Euglisu people" entreating them to return to the bosom of
the-accorJiug to his idea-only true Church of Christ; and Lord
HALIFAX, as President of the English Church Ullion, has publicly
expressed the willingness of the members 0:1' that Union to accede to
the wishes of "His Holiness," affirming that there is no essential
difference between the doctrines 0:1' the Church 0:1' Rome and of the
English Established Church, and assuring him that" he may rely upon
a sympatheLic auswer to any overture or appeal he makes to the
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Ohurch of England." Archdeacon TAYI.OR and others have strenuously
repudiated and denied Lord HALIFAX'S statements, and the Archbishop
of OANTERBURY writes: "Any corporate union with Rome, so long
as she retains her distinctive and erroneous doctrines, and a.dvances·
her present unprimitive and unscriptural claims, is absolutely visionary
and impossible." But what can we expect to see when Popish
doctrines alld practices are openly taught and encouraged in ever-somany churches belonging to our Protestant Ohurch 1 and when the
Bishops of that Ohurch (with few exceptions) and the Government of the
day seem to vie with each other in promoting to places of influence
mea who are known to favour those doctrines and practices1
The peace llegotiations between Ohina and Japan have been
brought to a satisfactory conclusion; and if the details, so far as they
have been publicly mentioned, are really carrie(l out, there is a prospect
that the Ohinese Empire will be opened up to European influence and
trade to an immense additional extent; for the ,Japanese have, it is
understood, insisted upon the acceptance of commf\rcial treaties, which
will largely affect, not only themselves, but also all nations engaging in
trade with OIJina.

~ehhbn;i
Almost a Nun.

an)) i11'ti!ts 11'£

~11'11'h$.

By Mrs. JULTA McNAIR WRJGHT. London: Robert
Banks and Son.
THIS Protestant narrative, all the leading incidents in which, the
Author assures us, are "sober trnths," is calculated to arouse our
slumbering fellow-countrymen to the perils of these times. The aim
of the book is "to awaken a deeper Bense of their responsibility in
all Protestants, and to call them to protest in speech and practice"
ltgainst the worst form of idolatry-" idolatry subtle and fascinating,
and working the works of darkness under the full blaze of revelation."
The faithful warnings contained in Almost (t Nnn should be carefully weighed by that greatly misguided class of parents who send
their children to Roman Oatholic seminaries on the Oontinent, for the
sake, as they think, of obtaining advantages which are not to be had
in Ellglal1d. Of course, it is argued that a promise is in such cases
given by priests and DUllS that no proselytizing influences shall be
employed, and that the religious profession of the young committed
to their charge by Protestant parents shall not be interfered with.
Such shallow plausibilities are ably exposed by our Author, and the
insincerity of Popish promises is illustrated in a variety of cases.
The circulation of such a work as Almost a Nttn cannot fail to do
good. It contains many original arguments again:>t Popery. and
J esuitism, the style of the work is colloquial, easy, and attractive,
and the tone and teaching are thoroughly Scriptural. The printing
and engravings are well executed, and the volume, we may add, is
suitable for presentation in families and Lord's Day schools.
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The Lonl's SuppeT ()onsidcTed as c£ PaTting JJlemorial of Love. With
Notes on Weekly and Evening Communion. By the Rev. W. J.
ADAMS, M.A., D.C.L., late Rector of All Saints, Dorchester.
London: Printed at the Operative Jewish Converts' Institution,
Palestine Place.
FAITHFUL and wise. Respecting frequent partaking of the Lord's
Supper, so strongly advocated in some quarters in the present day,
the author says: "I see no evidence that those congregations where
t he practice of weekly communion is observed, are either more
enlightened or more devoted than those where a less frequent administration prevails. But I have not seldom observed the contrary."
What is the Gospel? A series of papers by the l~evs. P. B. POWER,
H. C. M. MOULE, CANON BEJ,L, I-IIo:NRY SUTTON, &c.
With
preface and introductory note by the Rev. CIJAnLI~f) BUIJLOCIC
London: Home WOTds Publishing Office.
TEN remarkable papers by ten leading Evangelical clcrgymcn, auswcring
the inquiry, "What is the Gospel 1" The difrercn~ thonghts of the
different writers are expressed in very different ways, bu~ tho substance
of their testimony is unanimous, and forcible, and extremely vallLable.
The Dundion of the Ages. By BERNARD PIFFORD, Hemel Hempstead.
London: Passmore and Alauaster.
THE aim of this book is to show that our Lord and His Apostles used
three principal modes of expression to indicate periods of time, and
that those modes of expression throw light upon many prophetical
statements, such as the return of the Jews, the reign of Anti-Christ,
the Second Advent of our Lord, and His judgment of His Church and
of the world.
A Black Diamond; 01', the Best and the Worst of It. By EDwARD
GARRET'!" Author of John TVinter, &c. London: Home Ff70nls Publishing Offices.
A STORY showing the evil effects which slavery has left behind it,
although it has been legally abolished, in the United States of
America. The facts narrated are drawn from the best authorities or
from personal knowledge.
SCTipt1bTe S1£bjects. Twelve Discourses by THOMAS BRADBURY, Minister
of Grove Chapel, Camberwell. London: Publishing Committee,
A. M. Robinson and Son.
THESE discourses were preached during last year, and will be highly
valued by those who have learned to appreciate Mr. BRADBURY'S
faithful expositions.
"The Christian" Bible Readings. By the Rev. F. B. MEYEI{, B.A.
London: Morgan and Scott.
READINGS on the Books of Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 and 2 Samuel,
and 1 and 2 Kings, intended particularly for the use of Sunday
School Teachers. By such they may be found to be exceedingly useful.
Home TYords; Hand and HeaTt; and The Davof Da?Js. Annual volumes
for 1894. Price 2s. each. London: Home Words Publishing Offices.
ATTRACTIVE volumes, full of useful matter l and well illustrated,

