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"Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble. by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God,"-2 COR. i.4.

GRAOE IN HIS LIPS.
" (frace is pouTed into Thy lips."-PSALM xlv. 2.
"Never man spake like this Man."-JoHN vii. 46.

THE tongue of the learned belongs to the anointed SON of MAN.
The Prophet Isaiah has recorded this blessed fact concerning the
GREAT PROPHET of the Ohurch of God (Isaiah 1. 4). JEsus,
therefore, "knows how to speak" a word in season to him that
is weary. His lips declare knowledge, and interpret the deep
secrets of the everlasting counsels of J EHOV AH. He is the true
ZAPHNATH-PAANEAH (Gen. xli. 45), "the revealer of secrets "-the
man to whom secrets are revealed (see margin). Being Himself the
'Truth, His testimony must needs be true and trustworthy, His
words are true from everlasting, and to eternity they will remain
true. "Heaven and earth shall pass away," but, as He has declared
once in His holiness, "My words shall not pass away," In Him
those Divine promises are vested of which SALTER once instructively observed ;-" Every promise is built upon four pillars. GOD'S
justice and holiness, which will not suffer Him to deceive; His
grace or goodness, which will nat suffer Him to forget; His
truth, which will not suffer Him to change; His power, which
makes Him able to accomplish." It must be so j for OHRIST
.JESUS, in whom ·the promises are all yea and amen-that is,
certain and true-is the very WORD of GOD. His blood has
ratified and sealed the FATHER'S Oovenant declarations that His
chosen people shall be blessed. JESUS came forth from the bosom
-of the FATHER, where He had dwelt from all eternity, to make
Him known in all the fulness of His electing love, redeeming
grace, and saving power. "The ONLY-BEGOTTEN, which is in the
bosom of the FATHER, He hath, declared Him" (John i. 18).
By Him the FATHER has spoken forth the deep thoughts of His
heart. That, as SON of MAN, OHRIST might do this thing,
s
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grace was poured into His lips. Oh, what grace! What unsearchable riches of grace! What infinite varieties of grace!
Yes, beloved in Him, it is the will of the FATHER· that "the
grace of our LORD JESUS OHRIST" should be "with" us in all
its plenitude, and that for evermore. "Grace and truth came by
JESUS OHRIST " (John i. 17). ,e The grace of GOD that bringeth
salvation" embraced us when we were in our sins, plucked us·
like brands from the furnace, and gave us a place among the sons
and daughters of the LORD ALMIGHTY. It is grace-free and
sovereign-which makes the Gospel glorious, attractive, and effectual.
It was grace that made the public ministry of OHRIST on earth
something absolutely unlike anything ever beheld by a fallen
world. er Never man spake like this Man " was the testimony of
the very" officers" of the Jewish court of anhedrim, when, having
been sent to arrest JESUS, they returned without Him to the
Ohief Priests and Pharisees (John vii. 46). It is interesting to
observe, dear brethren, that the Jewish officers, when fulfilling
their commission by watching for an opportunity to take JESUS
by force, appear to have listened to the gracious words that proceeded out of His lips, and amongst these that notable passage"If any man thirst, let him come unto Me and drink. He that
believeth on Me, as the Scripture hath said, out of his belly shall
flow rivers of living water" (John vii. 3 ,39). May it not have
been that these life-giving Gospel words were those to which the
honest-hearted witnesses referred when they fearlessly reported our
blessed M.-\.STER'S teaching? How like the Divine AUTHOR of
sovereign grace to make the wrath of man to praise Him! What
an instance, too, we here have of the LORD'S ability to take the wise
in their own craftiness! And, dear brethren, shall we not also
note the edifying fact that our GOD can put into the lips of His
greatest enemies words of precious truth, and constrain their utterance? He certainly did so in this case, even as He already had
done in the instances of Balaam, and the high priest Oaiaphas.
The bread and meat which Elijah the Prophet received at the
mouth of the unclean ravens suffered no hurt, for it wa-s a Godsent portion. Those Jewish officers, like Joshua and Oaleb among
the evil spies, brought back a good and true report of the Gospel
land. Their eyes had seen it for themselve~, and it wa-s a gloriousland. "Never man spake like this Man."
at Moses-the spokesman of Israel j not David-the sweet singer of Israel; not
Solomon-the wisest of men; not Isaiah, or any other of the
Prophets, albeit these had spoken as they were moved by the
HOLY GHOST. For, those blessed men had spoken only as they
were moved, whereas ·OHRIST spake out of His own Divine
fulness as being the INCARNATE WORD. He possesses an inexhaustible treasury of things new and old, out of which to meet
the complex necessities of the poorest and most abject of
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sinners. And this reflection leads to the setting forth of a few
particulars in which JEsus-when on earth-spake like as mere
man never Bpake.
1. His perfect knowledge of human need qualified Him to speak
to men as never mere man spake. Other teachers could but guess
at the condition of the heart and conscience. Their hearers,
therefore, profited only in part. CHRIST'S powers of insight
searched the hidden recesses of the souls of His audiences. All
things were naked and opened to His eyes of flame. His arrows
were therefore sharp in the hearts of His enemies. It was this
Divine force which convinced men of their sins. The thoughts
and intents of the heart were made manifest. And so, dear fellow
believers, as we know, the words of His holy lips still possess
power to convict of sin, to alarm the conscience, to burden the
soul with guilt, to constrain application at the mercy-seat, and
to enable a simple trust in the iufinite value of His atoning
blood.
2. Again; the intense sympathy which Jesus entm·tained towards
them that u'ere ignorant and out of the 1cay fitted Him to speak
as never man spake. Souls, and the sorrows and sufferings of
souls, occupied the compassionate mind of J ESDS while He dwelt
below, so as the tenderest of other teachers never, never
knew, Whenever He spoke in the interests of souls, it was from
the depths of a heart whose sympathetic springs were pure, unmixed, uninfluenced by partiality, and unblinded by earthly COllsiderations. His teaching, exhortations, invitations, were inspired
by the holiest of motives, and, as the results always proved,
were effectual in fulfilling His ends. He never compassionately
touched a poor leper and failed to make him perfectly whole. Did
He once bid hungering thousands si at His feet in a desert place
and not satisfy them with bread? Or, did He once come into
contact with death, and speak the word of resurrection in vain?
His sympathy has might-it is not mere sentiment. 4nd so with
spiritual healing. The Gospel which He preached was not according to man. He spake words of healing, cleansing, reviving,
out of the fulness of his heart, and sin-smitten souls were made
perfectly whole. Ah! and to-day He is "the same"! "This Man
receiveth sinners, and eateth with them." We can testify, confidently and experimentally, the reality of the mercifulness of our
meat High Priest. Only one tempted in all points as we are,
"yet without sin," could have manifested to us poor sinning
believers, the gentle compassion, forbearance, and love that we
have met with at the wounded hands of JESUS. Only one who
had Himself experimentally acquired the title of "The Man of
sorrows and acquainted with grief," could have wiped away our
tears and soothed our troubled, anguished spirits, as JESUS has
done by the SPIRIT and the Word. Brethren-surely, you can
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countersign the testimony of the disarmed assailants of our
LORD, and with them feelingly affirm, "Never man spake like
this Man."
3. Then, further :-No teaohing but that oJ Jesus ever carried
with it suoh abounding supplies of help and salvation. His word is
always that of a King. The same voice that o£ old authoritatively commanded light to shine out of physical darkness,
to-day effects deliverance, both in providence and grace, in
behalf of such as read these lines and of the sinful man who
instrumentally pens them. We can, indeed, praisefully declare
that neyer man spake to our souls, either in things temporal or
spiritual, as has our adorable Lord and Saviour JESUS CHRIST.
It was His almighty voice that quickened us when we lay dead
in Adam ruin. Had he not powerfully and pityingly said " Live!"
we had lain in the lowest hell for ever and ever-and that most
ju~tly. Yes, we owe our everlasting salvation to Him who spake
unto us as no fellow-man-the most compassionate and solicitouscould ever have done. Thus, then, have we "heard Him, and
have been taught by Him" (Ephes. iv. 21). Thus, too, our souls
love to listen for His gracious voice to still instruct, comfort,
and guide us. None teacheth like Him.
4. For attraotiveness and oonsolation, no ol1e eur spake like the
Lord Jesus. There is such forgiveness and hopefulness in the
tones of his voice that the most timid, doubting, and self-condemning conscience finds encouragement and assurance. The
bruised reed and the almost extinguished flax-wick are singularly
dear unto Him. Little faith, in the heart of a sinking Peter, is
too precious in His sight to allow of its being utterly overwhelmed
by the billows! He will rather " immediately I, stretch forth His
omnipotent hand, sustain the poor, weak, crying disciple, bring
him into a place of safety, and then lovingly rebuke his fleshly
fears. It is this method in the dealings of the LORD which
specially attracts to Him, with irresistible force, His dependent disdples. The consoling words of our blessed SA. VIOU R are so entirely
unl~ke, in sweetness and persuasiveness, the most affectionate and
tender of all human utterances-even those of our dear fellowbelievers-tha.t we seem instinctively to flee to Himself in our
trials, afflictions, and conflicts. Never can human lips minister to
us such exquisite spiritual comfort and cheer as we get from the
kisses of His mouth, whose love is better than wine (Song i. 2).
He draws us to His dear side by His irresistible love-by cords
·0£ constraining love. We can but" run after" Him. He not only
wipes away our tears, He dries up the very spring of them. Oh,
brethren, are there not times in your experience when you rejoice
to hat'e tears, so as to experience the blessedness of their being
dried up by the hand of your Well-Beloved? Has no such prayer
ever escaped your lips as, "Come trials, come conflicts, come crosses
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-if only I may taste afresh the consolations of His tender love and
Oovenant faithfulness? "
Such experiences the dear children of GOD alone know. Empty
professors and formalists are strangers to these blessed proofs of an
interest in JEHOVAH'S great salvation. Be it ours, then, beloved,
to rely solely on the infallible PROPHET of the true Israel of GOD
for all supplies of such light and truth as we need for the short
pilgrimage that lies before us; while we aim to cease from all
human teaching and guidance and to enter more and more deeply
into the hidden reality of the confession, "Never man spake like
this Man."
THE EDITOR.
- DESERT CRIES.

o LORD, there is no bread

In these poor earthly parts;
There are but empty husks
For hungry human hearts;
Thou art the" Angels' Food,"
The heavenly" Manna" free;
Oh, feed us with Thyself j
Oh, let us live by ,Thee.

There is no bliss below,
N one worth our earnest quest j
The sweetest has some sour,
Some bad is in the best.
Thou wast th' " Exceeding Joy"
Of Israel's minstrel·king,
Oh, give Thyself to us,
So cause our tongues to sing.

There is no true repose
In any earthly spot
For servants wearied out
With work Thou didst allot.
Thou who didst labour once
Art now the "Labourer's
Rest· "
With" bands of love" divine,
Oh, draw us to Thy breast.

There is no precious balm
Amid earth's poisonous bloom,
For sin-sick souls distressed
With thoughts of hell's dread
tomb;
Thou art the promised "Plant,"
The" Tree of Life" etern,
Oh, shed immortal health
On all that for it yearn.

There is no quiet here,
No calm for heart or brain,
Where storms and conflicts rage,
And Satan seems to reign.
Thou art the" Prince of Peace,"
Oh rule in us to·day ;
Thou art the" Peace" from God,
Oh, be our Part for aye.

There is no changeless friend
Among earth's children frail,
The loving-kindnesses
Of kindest kin may fail.
Thou art the Perfect One
Whose love will ne'er decline;
To each that longs for Thee,
Oh, whisper, "I am thine."

There is no light on earth,
No clear, revealing ray,
And in the veiling dark
Our feet go oft astray.
Thou art the" Morning Star,"
.The "Sun" of glory bright,
Oh, shine upon our way,
That we may walk aright.

Thou, Lord, art everything
Thy chosen people need;
Thou canst suffice us hereAh! oft Thou dust indeed!
And when we are at home
In yonder city fair,
Thy" presence," (nought but that)
Will satisfy us there.
ISA.

IN the place made memorable by the deepest sorrow, He has made
it to them a remembrance of His loving.kindness and their greatest
blessing.-Gordelier.
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THE TESTIMONY OF THE BLOOD.
"Thy lips Me like a thread of scm'let, and thy speech is comely."SONG OF SOLOMON iv. 3.
OHRIST is never weary of commending the graces of His Ohurch.
Ohrist loved the Ohurch, and gave Himself for her, and to Him
her Spirit-beautified character is altogether lovely. It is the delight
of His heart to trace in her the wonders of His own grace. Brethren,
how marvellous is all this!· Oh, what condescension on the part of
Him who inhabiteth eternity to take notice of-not to say to lovp.such worthless worms of the dust as are we! "What is man, that
Thou art mindful of him ~ and the son of man that Thou visitest
him ~" Yet thus it is! From the days of eternity He set His heart
upon us, and never entertained a thought towards us that was not
tender and affectionate. The guilt of all the evil and sin He foresaw
in us He covenanted to atone for and put for ever away. That
atonement He has effectually made. "It is finished." No sacrifice
remains to be offered. By His one meritorious sacrifice-Cl once
offered "-He ransomed His undone people from the curse of the
Law, from the imputation of guilt, from the lordship of sin, from the
power of the grave, and from the wrath to come. Their persons He
brought nigh to God by the shedding and sprinkling of His precious
blood. His substituted life was poured out for those who were under
the sentence of the second death. Well may the Holy Scriptures exalt
the pricelessness of the blood of the Lamb. Well may Old Testament
type, and rite, and prophecy celebrate the atoning, redeeming, paci. fying blood. "When I see the blood I will pass over you" (Exod. xii. 13).
No doubt it was to impress on the minds of men the sanctity of the
blood of "the Second Man" that in patriarchal times the divine
statute was enacted, "But flesh with the life thereof, which is the
hlood thereof, shall ye not eat" (Gen. ix. 4). If the blood of beasts
was reserved unto Himself by Jehovah, and rendered relatively sacred
by its being forbidden to man, doubtless the ordinance was designed
to emphasize the preciousness of the life-blood of Ohrist, and to
feach its efficaciousness as an atonement for sin. Still more obvious
does the truth become when the blooo. of man is the subject of
treatment. Cl And surely your blood of your lives will I require; at
the hand of every beast will I require it, and at the hand of man;
at the hand of every man's brother will I require the life of man.
Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in
the image of God made He man" (Gen. ix. 5, 6). "He shall redeem
their souls from deceit and violence: and precious shall their blood
be in His sight" (Psalm lxxii. 14). "The voice" of Abel's blood cried
nnto the Lord from the ground, and He heard it, and avenged it at
the hands of the murderer Oain. And if the blood of a man-the
blood of a sinful man-was thus divinely esteemed, what shall we
say must be the infinite value of the blood of the spotless Immanuel ~
Ul'ely no theme upon which we can enlarge befits us poor sinners so
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well as the blood that bought us, the blood that purged us, the
blood that sealed the eternal Oovenant of our souls' salvation.
Nor is any theme of our testimony more delightful to the Lord
When Moses and Elijah visited the earth a second
Jesus Himself.
time, and were granted the honour of conversing with their Lord in
the Mount of Transfiguration, the topic on which they communed
was the blood-His decease ~Greek-exodos] which He should accomplish
,at Jerusalem" (Luke ix. 31). The song of the redeemed in glory
is the song of the precious blood of the Lamb, "Thou hast redeemed
us to God by Thy blood" (Rev~ v. 9). And again, '" Unto Him that
loved us, and washed us in His own 'blood . . . . to Him be glory
and dominion for ever and ever. Amen" (Rev. i. 5, 6). The love
and the blood are inseparable. We adore Him for His love-the
great love that constrained Him unto blood. Not the one apart from
the other.
.. No, not the love without the ., Love that condemns the sinner's
sin,
bloodYet in condemning pardon seals;
That were to me no love at all;
That saves from righteous wrath,
It could not reach my sinful soul,
and yet,
Nor hush the fears which me
In saving, righteousness reveals.
appal.
'.. I need the love, I need the blood,
I need the grace, the cross, the
grave;
I need the resurrection power,
A soul like mine to purge and
save.
.. The love I need is righteous love,
Inscribed on the sin·bearing
tree;
Love that exacts the sinner's
debt,
Yet, in exacting, sets him free.

" Love, boundless as J ehovah's self,
Love, holy as His righteous law;
Love unsolicited, unbought,
The love proclaimed on Golgotha.
" This is the love that calms m
heart,
That soothes each consciencepang within,
That pacifies my guilty dread,
And frees me from the power of
sin:

.. The love that blotteth out each stain,
That plucketh hence each deadly sting,
That fills me with the peace of God,
Unseals my lips and bids me sing."
Yes; that " bids me sing! " The love of Ohrist constrains song. The
lips can but testify that which the heart has realized. It is when we
are brought by the Holy Spirit into sensible contact with ,the blood
which the love of Ohrist moved Him to shed that we tell forth the
wonders of the great salvation of God. And it is to this indisputable
fact that the passage in the Song of Solomon at the head of these
"-Notes" bears witness. Christ is there represented as admiring with
loving interest the testimony of His Spouse, the Ohurch, to the atonement effected through His blood, "Thy lips are like a thl'ead of scarlet,
and Thy speech is comely."
Beloved in Ohrist, let us, in dependence on the Glorifier of Jesus,
meditate on this blessed truth, in a few of its leading aspects, and
note that1; The lips of the Spouse of Christ are speciaUy subject to her Lord's ObS81'va-
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tion. In scripture, by a figure of speech, the lips stand for the j1"uit of
the lips-utterance. Many sorts of "lips" are alluded to in the written
Word, thus :-" Uncircumcised" (Exodus vi. 12, 30); "unclean"
(Isaiah vi. 5); " purged" (Isaiah vi. 7); "lips of knowledge"
(Prov. xx. 15); and fruitful lips (Prov. x. 21). The gracious lips of
the Spouse of Ohrist are, in His estimation, lovely in form and beautiful colour. Her sanctified utterances are especially acceptable in His
ears. The praises of her Lord sound, to Him, like sweetest music.
Oh, brethren, how short do we come in this our reasonable service!
How dumb, too often, are our· lips, when we ought to be showing
forth the praises of Him who called us out of darkness into His
marvellous light! Shame on the uncircumcision of our lips! Were
our hearts more alive to the debt we owe our Redeemer's precious
blood, our mouths would be more habitually occupied in declaring the
wonders of His great salvation. Blessed Lord"E'en on earth, as through a glass,
Darkly, let Thy glory pass;
Make forgiveness feel more sweet,
Make Thy Spirit's help so meet;
E'en on earth, Lord, make me know
Something of the debt I owe.

" Chosen not for good in me,
Wakened up from wrath to flee,
Hidden in the Saviour's side,
By the Spirit sanctified!
Teach me, Lord, on earth to show
By my love how much I owe."

2. The lips of the Spouse of (J7wist aTe designed, and prepared by
grace, to bear testimony to His JYrecifJIJ,S blood. The Apostle Paul
realized this fact when writing to the Corinthian Ohristians he
declared, "I determined not to know anything among you but Jesus
Ohrist, and Him c1"ucijied" (1 Oor. ii. 2). The sacrifice of the Lamb
was the theme, the sole theme, of his purged lips. There is a passage, beloved friends, in the Book of Proverbs (xxii. 17, 18) containing
much instructive teaching, as showing how the Spirit produces the
spiritual fruit of the lips: "Bow down thine ear, and hear the W()Tds
of the wise, and apply thine heart unto My knowledge. For it is a
pleasant thing if thou keep them within thee; they shall withal be
fitted to thy lips." Yes; the words, the wise words of our God, when
" kept " in the secret of our hearts, make us wise, and easily fit to
our lips. When the heart is full of the precious truth of Jesus and
His love, our, lips will needs give utterance unto them. Have you
not proved this experience yourselves, beloved brethren in Ohrist ~
Have you not seen it exemplified in other believers ~ When the soul
is under the happy constrainings of the Spirit of grace and truth, our
mouths cannot refuse to bear witness to the preciomness of the blood,
the atoning, cleansing, blood. "Ohrist crucfiied" has ever been the
word fitted to the lips of sinners plucked, in sovereign grace, out
of the fire. And this, indeed; is the will of God concerning us. It
is for this service that He appoints us a time and a season on earth,
instead of forthwith translating us to our prepared places in the
Father's house on high. "Ye are the salt of the earth," is the
Master's own declaration. Salt has a savour of its own. Its presence is soon appreciated by the palate. So the faithful, truthful, Christexalting testimony of the believer's lips is a mighty power among
sinful men. "Then the Lord put forth His hand, and touched my
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mouth," says the prophet Jeremiah. "And the Lord said unto me,
Behold, I have put My words in thy mouth. See, I have this day set
thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root O<lt, and to pull
down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to build, and to plant."
All this the fruit of the lips! The subject of subjects for a gracesaved sinner to dilate upon is the once-offered sacrifice of the Mediator
of the New Covenant. Oh, brethren, let us be more devoted to this
delightful occupation. The" scarlet I' of sin is, alas, visible enough
in us all. Ob, that the testimony of God's remedy for sin may
become more audible by us in all places, "Thy lips are like a thread
of scarlet." That is the highest commendation we can, or ought to,
desire from the mouth of our adorable Lord and Master. Everywhere
in the Holy Scriptures we may trace the teaching of the i'scarlet."
The Tabernacle of Witness was clothed in a "scarlet" covering. When
the Table of Shewbread was carried from encampment to encampment,
to signify Ohrist the Bres,d of Life as the ever-present Portion of His
people, it was also clothed with a covering of "scarlet." When the
leper was ceremonially cleansed of his terrible uncleanness, and the
blood of the slain bird was shed, the "scarlet" was dipped in that
blood along with the living bird, thus setting forth both the death and
resurrection of Ohrist (Rev. xiv. 6, 7). And was not the "line of
scarlet thread" the salvation-sign which preached the taith of Rahab 1
(Josh. ii. 18; Heb. xi. 31.) Are not all "the household" of the
redeemed Ohurch of God" clothed with scarlet?" (Prov. xxxi. 21.)
Washed in that blood which cleanseth from "all sin," he who
walks by faith "in the light" is accounted whiter than snow, as
not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing. "Thou art all fair,
My love, there is no spot in thee!"
Thus, then, the blood of the Lamb is the one sweet theme of
the song of the redeemed upon earth, and its every note is the joy
of the heart of our glorified Head and Husband. The more scarlet
the lips of our testimony-the more higWy we exalt the merit of the
vicarious sacrifice of J esns, our Surety-the greater the glory we
bring to His precious Name. For3. Lastly, the comeline.ss of our speech is found in the excellency of our
~vitnesship to the blood of Ch?·ist.
"Thy speech is comely." Hearken
to His Word, dear fellow believers, see how He encourages us to be
faithful and bold in setting forth His Gospel truth: "My son, if thine
heart be wise, My heart shall rejoice, even Mine. Yea, My reins
shall rejoice, when thy lips speak right things ,. (Prov; xxi. 15, 16).
Right things concerning eternal love, electing mercy, freest grace,
effectual calling, true repentance, the obedience of faith, separation
from the world, the Spirit's sovereign operations, preservation unto
glory, and prepared mansions for a prepared people-" right things"
are these all. Oh, let us not grow weary, in these degenerate times,
in proclaiming these ancient, divine, imperishable verities. Whether
men hear or forbear, let us not keep silence. Any way, we are ?tnto
God, "a sweet savour of Christ." And is not that enough for us 1
Is it not an abundant recompense, in itself 1 Oh, to be ever the subjects of the approbation of the heavenly Bridegroom, "Thy lips are
like a thread of scarlet, and thy speech is comely! "
Clifton.
J. O.
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WELL-SPRINGS.

"They go from strength to strength, everyone of the111~ in Zion appeal'eth
be/01 e God."-PSALM lxxxiv. 7.
o

'THE picture before us in the above words is two-fold-a place, and a
people; God's tabernacle, and God's tribes resorting thither; Jerusalem
and its inhabitants; the journey, and the travellers along that way.
,oh, may we, as fellow-citizens of that new Jerusalem, catch a ray of
.glory on this passage-get a word of comfort, which shall cause us again
to speed our pace, to press forward our weary feet, and reckon in
gladness of heart on that time, so soon. to be fulfilled, when "every
one of them in Zion appeareth before God."
The Holy Spirit has graciously adapted the mental picture to our
finite comprehension by making Jerusalem the centre and subject of
that earthly journey, which so evidentially sets forth the heavenly city,
the new Jerusalem. "Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole
earth " [as it was then] "is Mount Zion, on the sides of the north,
the city of the great King. God is known in her palaces for a refuge."
"Glorious things are spoken of thee, 0 city of God. Selah" (Psalm
lxxxvii. 3).
Jerusalem was a city of hills. It had its abounding and surrounding
heights, and itself formed the centre, or, as it were, capstone of glory.
Who from earliest childhood but can recall some picture of this wondrous
city, when on some feast day might be seen men, women, and children
ascending the grassy slopes, toiling, wearying, but perseveringly, after
long wilderne~s march, to the heights, so soon now to be gained and
rested upon! There was the temple. There the centre of worship.
There the acknowledgment of God as a Spirit, to be worshipped only
and truly in spirit and in truth. So much longed after and loved was
that spot to one whose heart aspired after its great and glorious anti·type, that he exclaims, "How amiable are Thy tabernacles, 0 Lord of
hosts! My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the Lord:
my heart and my flesh cry out for the living God. . . . . . . For a
day in Thy courts is better than a thousand. I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness."
Now take the verse before us, a word at a time; for it is a blessed
employment to take even each letter of Scripture, just as children do
their puzzles, and put them together, and thus see the sense and get
at the whole plan and meaning. This can only be when the Holy
Spirit brings to remembrance, enlightens the eyes of our dark understanding, and opens up the things of Ohrist and reveals them unto us.
"They." We have spoken of the individual and collective members who
form the inhabitants of this heavenly city. Who are they 7 What
are they and their characters 7 Let us turn to the Revelation, where,
in chapter vii. we find a similar inquiry and answer. The favoured
.John, permitted a glimpse of glory within the veil, beholds "a great
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multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds,
and people, and tongues, standing before the 'throne and before the
Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands," crying
"with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God, which sitteth upon
the throne, and unto the Lamb." To the question put by the elder
to the favoured Apostle, "What are these arrayed in white robes 1 and
whence came they 1" John can only reply, "Sir, thou knowest," and
receives the furthei' revelation: "These are they which came out of
great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white
in the blood of the Lamb." "These m'e they." Oh, what does it speak
io us 1 These! The same word used by our precious Redeemer in
His final declaration of His purchased sheep, "These are in the world."
"I pray for these." "These have known that Thou hast sent Me."
These, My blood-bought possession, My Divine prerogative to claim
-~y purchase, My right, yea, My delightsome portion.
Yes; these
are they for whom I lived and died and rose again; for whom I left
My glory and came to earth to die for, and for whom I ever live to
make intercession; for whom I now stand before the throne, pleading
until the last blood-bought member is with Me there! Yes, such are
these heavenly travellers. They, that is every one of Zion's blood-bought
ones, showing how they are known and dealt with individually as to
their character and need, by the Great Head of the Church. He
knows you, beloved. "He knoweth our frame, and remembereth we are
dust." He is looking on the heart of that poor ignorant one; He is
sustaining this poor trembler, and encouraging that doubter to hope
still in God. He has respect unto the lowly. He is watching, training, taking infinite pains in the leading and guiding and teaching of
each one of His scholars. And thus they journey on, upheld, counselled,
guided, sustained-yea, kept for the kingdom, and the kingdom kept for
them.
"They go j1'Oln strength to st1'lJI'lgth."
The idea is borrowed
here from the inhabitants of the eartWy Zion ascending from one
hill-top to another, from scaling one height, where an exalted view of
distant landscape inspires the breast with divine, holy, and rapturous
longings, to press on but to descend into some valley. Now, in our
journey in grace it is just so. It would not be safe nor well to be continually on the heights. No, we must learn our lessons too in the
valley. We must tread these lonely spots, with Jesus in His humiliation, ere we can know or rejoice with Him in His exaltation. In
due time! For" the path of the just is as a shining light, that shineth
more and more unto tbe perfect day." More and more; not all at
once. Flesh could not bear tbis; but see, then, the needs be of all this
valley work, this bard climbing, this mingled scene of judgment woven
with mercy in our little web of time. Flesh cannot comprehend, our
hearts COUld not bear, neither have they conceived the things that God
hath prepared for them that love Him, but by degrees, going up, ascend·
ing ana. uescena.ing a.gain, to mount the nearer the summit until we
gain that perpetual and eternal sunshine, shall we learn as we journey
in measure of what He has in s~ore, when, this time-state over,
eternal glories break in upon our longing soul. Here, clouds intel'spersed,
but there, endless sunshine, even that "far more exceeding and
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eternal weight 0:1' glory." Paul, at a loss to describe the glory and the
inheritance in store for us, puts hyperbole upon hyperbole (as the
Greek translates that passage), and is lost in wonder, love, and praise.
And we have it already in part possession: "All things are yours,
and ye are Ohrist's, and Ohrist is God's." Grace is glory begun. Grace
is Himself, and where He is is part 0:1' heaven. And this is the portion 0:1' the celestial travellers"Everyone in Zion appeareth befo7'e God." Everyone. Their
character and need all different, but all known individually to Him.
The ignorant, the doubter, the trembler, the halter, the convinced
sinner, all dealt with in His loving, inscrutable wisdom, taught and
trained as heirs 0:1' eternity, so that everyone appear before their God.
And once there, they will be bound to confess how He led them
forth by a right way, and :l'rom strength to strength, to the
city 0:1' habitation, that house not made with hands, whose Builder
and Maker is God. Dear JOHN NEWTOK, in contemplation of this sam6'
subject, used to sing"The way was right, their heart to prove,
, To make God's glory known,
And show His wisdom, power, a.nd love,
Engaged to save His own.
And thus the true believer's path
Through many dangers lies;
Though dark to sense~ 'tis right to fa.ith,
And leads him to the skies."
R.
THE BURNING BUSH.
IN vain the fire assailed the bush. It stood unharmed; so every blow
recoiled from Jesus. Sustained by His Deity, He trod all foes beneath
His feet. He burst the bands 0:1' death. He shivered the gates 0:1'
the grave. He mounted in triumph to the heaven of heavens.
This burning bush is also a figure of the family of faith. Persecutions and trials are the fire which assails them with ceaseless fury.
But still they thrive and bud and blossom.
How can it be ~ Deity
indwells them. The Ohurch's history is a mirror of this truth. How
often do we see it as a tiny barque, tossed in engulphing waves. The
powers of the mighty, the craft of the subtle, the rage of the frantic,
have seized it with a terrific grasp. It stands, and ever will stand,
verdant, fragrant, and :l'ruitful. Do these lines meet the eye of one
who plots against Zion's welfare ~ Vain man, forbear! The promise
lives, "Lo, I am with you always." Oan you tear the sun from the
heavens ~ Oan you beat back the ocean with a feather ~ Oan you
bind the lightning with a straw ~ Such a task were easier than to
pluck Jesus from. the bush.
Because He lives there His people shall
live also.
Then, too, another mystery is solved.
Grace is but a
tender plant in a believer's heart. It has to contend with nipping
frosts and desolating storms. Satan's rage burns fiercely against it.
The world brings fuel upon fuel to consume it. The flesh also :l'ans
the flame.
But grace still thrives-because Ohrist is there. The
bush shall burn, but shall never be consumed.-Dean Law.
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THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST:As _THE PROPHET.
" He is altogether lovely."-SOLOMON'S SONG V. 16.
"THE true criterion of the state of our souls before God is to be found
in a personal experience of the preciousness of Christ, as expressed by
the Apostle: "Unto you therefore which believe He is precious"
(1 Peter ii. 7). In the language of the quaint lines" 'What think ye of Christ? ' is the test,
To try both your state and your scheme;
You cannot be right in the rest,
Unless you think rightly of Him."
The Holy Ghost teveals the blessed things of Jesus in such a way to
the true believer as to cause him to feel (though he may not always
recognise) his own interest in them; and under these anointings he is
made to know the preciousness of Christ in all His offices as Prophet,
Priest, and King. Jesus becomes to him personally all that these
words imply, while he is being gradually led on into the knowledge
of Him whom thus to know is life eternal.
We note down a few thoughts on the loveliness of Ohrist as the
Prophet. It was foretold in the wonderful testimony of Moses: "A
Prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren,
like unto me; Him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever He shall
say unto you" (Acts iii. 22; Deut. xviii. 15, 18, 19).
Now, we can best learn the true signification of the 'prophetic office
from a study of the prophetic writings. We find in all of them the
purpose and work of the true prophet was-In the first place, to show
Israel her sin, by which repentance was wrought; in the second place,
to set forth in glowing language the pardoning love of God to penitents,
which encouraged hope; and, in the third place, to point to and testify
the Christ of God, through whom repentance and remission should be
given (Act.s v. 31). Let us trace out how the Lord Jesus fulfils and
accomplishes the work of a Prophet in the heart-experience of His
saints, by the power of His Spirit. If we are His, we shall know something of it.
Firstly: He teaches us our sinfulne:>3. True conviction is the result of
the Spirit of Christ so applying the law as to make us know and feel
our sinnership and helplessness. This brings us to the feet of the
Prophet, humbled in heart, and willing to learn of Him. He teaches
us by His Word, by His Example, by His Sufferings, and by what He
permits to come upon us. The chief lesson is, our own nothingness and
vileness, by which Christ becomes increasingly needful and precious.
These things He teac~es by His Word, as it is read, meditated upon, and
sealed home to the heart by the Spirit's unfoldings of its hidden
meanings in daily experience.
Then, our Prophet teaches 1/;8 by His example, as He did His
disciples in the days of His sojourn here below; and as in the
light of the Gospels we trace the perfection of His character,
we learn our lack- of conformity to Him, and see more of our
deformity in heart and life. The brighter His matchless holiness
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shines, the blacker self appears. In His light we see light, and the
more that light manifests His own glorious perfections, the more we
admire Him and abhor self. This is divine and sacred instruction.
He teaches us also by His sut/erings.
At the cross disciples learn the
exceeding sinfulness of sin, as they can learn it nowhere else. " They
shall look upon Me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn ,.
(Zech. xii. 10). By His sufferings, our Prophet teaches us submission.
As His suffering is revealed to the eye of faith, the believer can but
sing" His way waG much rougher and darker than mine;
Did Christ my Lord Buffer, and shall I repine P"
Then, Christ teaches His people by whatever He permits to come
upon them. Indeed, everything is overruled for their instruction in the
way of righteousness. Peter's fall taught him his own great weakness
and wickedness, and the grace and love of his Master. Even this was
among the all things, in the hands of Jesus, which worked together forgood unto him.
Secondly: As the Prophet, Jesus re1;eal' the pardoning love of God to
sinners convinced of transgression. In this respect the name of our
Prophet, is a" Revealer of secrets,." for the secret of pardon and forgiveness is locked up in the eternal purpose and will of the Father until
made known by His dear Son. In ancient times the way pardon
and peace was made known to guilty sinners was figuratively displayed
in the ceremonial laws and institutions which the Lord gave to His
people for that end. :E'irst, an atonement for sin was made by the
offering up, death, and blood-shedding of an appointed sacrifice:
"Without the shedding of blood is no remission of sin." Second,
the High Priest interceded for the sinner on the ground of that
atonement, having entered within the veil with the blood in his
hand. Third, he there received from the Lord, on behalf of those he
represented (in some mysterious manner), the assurance of the
acceptance of their persons, and of the forgiveness of their sins, for
the sake of the atonement made. Fourth, he then proceeded to the
outer court to communicate the glad tidings to the wai ing, expectant
people. In this manner, and in this manner only, the Lord revealed
Himself as a God "that pardoneth iniqui y, and passeth by the
transgression of the remnant of His heritage" (Micah vii. l). It is
by the blood of atonement transgression is forgiven and sin is covered.
"There is no other name given under heaven, whereby we must be
saved," but the name of Him who "by one offering ha h perfected
for ever them that are sanctified" (Heb. x. 14). Thus the Lord
Jesus is the Sacrifice, who gave His life and shed Hi blood to make
aton\:lment for sin. The Lord Jesus is the High Priest who entered
within the veil to make intercession for sinners. The Lord Jesus
makes known to the forgiven ones their pardon and acceptance,.
which faith receives in hope and love.
" How high a privilege 'tie to know
Our sins are all forgiven;
To bear about this pledge below,
This special grant of Heaven."

.
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How glorious and solemn is the contemplation of the substitutionary
sufferings of the Lord Jesus! How efficacious is His precious blood
to cleanse from all sin! How prevailing is His intercession! How
sweet the communications of His Spirit, when the Person and work of
a precious Ohrist in making peace by the blood of His cross are
unfolded to the eye of faith!
Thirdly: Jesus Himself was the subject of the Prophets' testimony'
and the object to whom they pointed. Now, see Jesus as the Prophet
joining the disciples as they journeyed to Emmaus, the first Lord's
Day evening, for the purpose of teaching them the things" concerning
Himself." What sacred lessons! Such instruction He gives His
people stiil. They shall all be taught of the Lord. It is only as He
reveals Himself to us that we can know anything of Him savingly.
He who is the Truth leads us into the knowledge of the Truth (Him·
self), and the Truth (Himself) makes us free. May reader and writer
know more and more of Ohrist by His own teaching; that we may also
know more and more of the liberty wherewith He makes His people free,
for "where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty;" and it is a
solemn truth, "If any man have not the Spirit of Ohrist, he is none
of His" (Rom. viii. 9).
Bath.
E. O.
"LOVE OF THE BRETHREN," AS IT SHOULD BE.
L one of my early journeys I came with my companions to the banks
of the Orange River. We hall travelled far, were hungry, thirsty, and
tired, but the people of the village roughly directed us to halt at a
distance. We a.sked for water, but they would not give it. I offered
three or four buttons left on my jacket for a little milk, but was
refused. We had the prospect of another hungry night, at a distance
from the water, though within sight of the river. When twilight drew
on a woman approached from the height.s beyond which the village
lay. She bore on her head a bundle of wood, and had a vessel of
milk in her hand, the la.tter, without opening her lips, she handed to
us, laid down the wood, and returned to the village. In a short time
she came back with a cooking vessel on her head, a leg of mutton in
one hand, and a vessel of water in the other; she sat down, and
without saying a word, began to prepare a fire and put on the meat.
We asked her again and again who and what she was; she remained
silent till we earnestly entreated she would give us some reason for
such kindness to strangers. Then the hot tears began to trickle down
her sable cheeks, and she said, "I love Him whose servants you are, and
it is my duty to give you a cup of cold water in His name. My heart
is full; I cannot speak the joy I feel to see you in this out-of-the·world
place." On learning her history, that she was a solitary light burning
in a dark spot, I asked her how it was that in the entire absence of
Ohristian intercourse, and living amongst those who knew Dot God, the
life and power of Divine love was kept alive in her soul. She drew
from her bosom a copy of the Dutch New Testament, which she had
received from her master: "This," said she, "is the fountain whence I
drink, this is the oil that makes my lamp burn."-Mo1Jat.
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PILGRIMAGE.
"Strangers and pilgrims on the earth."-HEBREWS ii. 13.
ALTHOUGH these words form the general confession of all God's
children, still, what repeated bitter experiences it takes, how much
business m.ust be done in deep waters, how many conflicts must be
fought with the banded enemies of our souls, before their truth is
realized, and we are made willing to abide the "weariness and
painfulness" they involve. Again and again. we attempt to drive the
stakes of our tents as securely as though we thought they were
to continue for ever, and when an all-wise Father, by some dark
providence, disturbs our encampment, like Israel of old, our souls are
"much discouraged because of the way." And even when, in some
measure, we learn that, after all, the "things that are seen are temporal," and, as Solomon says, unsatisfying (Eccles. 1. 8), how flesh and
blood shrink from a truth which is too apparent and too real to be
denied. It is true that, having been "renewed in the spirit of our
mind," and "all things having become new," we no longer desire to
find a home in the world, for we have pased from strangersliip in
Still, like
Egypt, and thank God for our deliverance therefrom.
Abraham, Isaac, and J acob, we are now "strangers and pilgrims" in
an earthly Canaan, which, as it did to them, ofttimes proves to us a
land of famine and distress, of sorrow, hostility, and change-a land
whereof we can claim no part but a tomb, and even of that we do
not enter into possession till our wanderings are over. When our
hopes are disappointed; when our plans (it may be of proposed usefulness) are dashed to the ground; when health is gone; when the
world mocks; when those we took for friends act as foes, and we are
made to experience that truly "the dark places of the earth are full
of the habitations of cruelty;" when bereavement crushes, and all
creation appears once more" without form and void,"-we forget that
we are but travelling the land which the "Man of Sorrows" deigned
to tread (Psalm lxix. 8), and wherein our fathers were strangers
(Gen. x=vii. 1), and our spirit faileth at the "terrible things in
righteousness," which alone can teach that" this is not our rest." Yet,
"Why should we complain of want or distress,
Temptation or pain P He told us no less:
The heirs of salvation, we know from His Word,
Through much tribulation must follow their Lord."
Moreover, to the child of God, the comfort is that these are not the leadings of anger and wrath, but of love-love, infinitely wise and all-powerful
-love whose" still small voice" the pilgrim hears when the fury of life's
battle i~ hushed for a moment, saying, "I pray for them." "I pray
not that Thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that Thou
shouldest keep them from the evil." "Fear thou not, for I am with thee:
be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I
will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of My
righteousness." And when ever and anon amid the din of earth and
hell, these heavenly notes are not caught by the ears of our weak
faith; when it pleases the Lord to be as One "that hideth His face
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from the house of J acob j" still, even then we are not left comfortless
(or orphans) by Him who on earth" had not where to lay His head; "
for He assures us that "He knoweth the way that we take; " that
there is an appointed end to our pilgrimage j that we are journeying
to a "city which hath foundations, whose Builder and Maker is God j "
and that He is but waiting till"All the ransomed Church of God
Be saved to sin no more,"
to say to her, "Rise up, My love, My fair one, and come away:" and
then, if not before, we shall hear Him declare, "In a little wrath I hid
My face from thee for a moment; but with everlasting kindness will
I have mercy on thee, saith the Lord thy Redeemer." "Weeping may
endure for a night "-that is, throughout the whole of our time-state"but joy cometh in the morning "-=-the morning when we shall awake in
the likeness of our Beloved, and ".be satisfied." Nor will the Lord
tarry alone till that great day, for He hears the voice of one and
another of His loved people" in this dark world," saying"May not an exile, Lord, desire,
"A child when far away may long
His own fair land to see P
For home and kindred dear;
And she who waits her absent Lord
May not a captive seek release P
A prisoner to be free P
May sigh till He appear."
And, hearing this cry, He calls them up higher, that" where He is
there they may be also." He makes clear to them all the conflicts of
the way, and welcomes them home as the purchase of His own blood,
the objects of His eternal care; while they, "absent from the body
(with all its sins and sorrows) and present with the Lord," wait in joyful
anticipation "the marriage supper of the Lamb," when the "whole
family II now "in heaven and earth" shall be gathered together in
"our Father's house, to go no more out" for ever. 0 Lord, in the
prospect of this "inheritance, incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth
not away," and of the rest that remaineth, grant us grace to "go softly
.all our years," notwithstanding the roughness of our path; teach us
in patience to possess our soul, remembering that" yet a little while,
.and He that shall come will come, and will not tarry;" and soH

Novem.ber, 1872.

We shall not through eternal days
.As restless pilgrims roam;
The Hand that now directs our ways
Shall soon convey us home."

N. H.

You have the best Patron, J ehovah our Jesus, "who holds the stars
in His right hand;" you hav~ the very best piece of preferment which
He has within the reach of His almighty power and unbounded
influence to bestow upon you, even that in which He knows you can
serve Him best and that which He pleases. And I think I may venture to add, that in proportion as you depart from this simple spirit,
"Lord, condescend to use me for Thy glory, but where Thou wilt
and how Thou wilt"-anything further will be followed by disappointment a.nd "exation.- W a,tts WiUcinson.
T
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THE BLIND BROUGHT BY A WAY THEY KNEW NOT:

OR, .A1.ms's

LION, BEAR, AND SERPE~T.

(An'lOs v. 18, 19.)

THE same great J ehovah who brought all things into existence by
the word of His power, who spake and it was done, who commanded
and it stood fast, and by whose word all things continue to this day,
has spoken of a day in the which He will judge all men, a day in
which He will judge the world in righteousness by that Man whom
He hath ordained to be the Judge of both quick and dead. The
time of the last great final judgment is called, in many places of God's
Word, the Day of the Lord. The Spirit of truth, by the mouth of
Jeremiah, declares, "Alas! that day is great, there is none like it;" by
J oel, "The sun shall be turned into blackness, and the moon into
blood, before the great and terrible day of the Lord come;" by Zephaniah,
" The great day of the Lord is near; "and by Malachi, that it shall be a
great and dreadful day. By Jude, He declares that it is a day of judgment, and by John, in the Revelation, that it is the great day of His
wrath. It is the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by
Jesus Christ, according to the Gospel which Paul preached.
But why should there be a woe pronounced upon those who desire
that day, as in this text? What kind of characters were they who
are here said to desire it ~ and what do we understand by their desire
for it ~
It is very evident these were not the saints of God, the beloved and
elect people of God, who knew, by Divine calling, their election of God;
because there is no woe from God upon such for desiring that day.
For that very day in which God will come forth in judgment, and
arise in His Majesty to shake terribly the earth, and punish with
everlasting destruction them that know not God and obey not His
gospel-that is the day in which His saints are to be the praise of
His glory. Then He is to be glorified in them, and to be admired
in them with unspeakably great glory and admiration. Hence, so far
from a woe being pronounced upon such for desiring this day, the
Lord Himsel:f tells them to lift up their heads, for the day of their
redemption draweth nigh; and Peter exhorts them to be looking for
and hasting unto it. We cannot, then, come to any other conclusion
than this, that the people who are here said to desire the day of the
Lord, and on whom a woe is pronounced, were scoffers; that they
were men of infidel and atheist principles, who did not believe in such
a day, but who taunted the Prollhet in a way of mockery and opposition,
like those scoffers of whom Peter speaks: "Knowing this first, that
there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own
lusts, and saying, Where is the promise of His coming ~ for since the
fathers fell asleep [that is, those Old Testament prophets who prophesied
of this day], all things continue as they were from the beginning of the
creation" (2 Peter iii, 3, 4).
It appears that Amos, Isaiah, and Jeremiah had such characters to
deal with. "Behold," saith Jeremiah, "they say unto me, Where is
.the word of the Lord ~ let it come now I, (xvii. 15); and Isaiah says
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of the same men, "Woe unto them that draw iniquity with cords of
vanity, and sin as it were with a cart rope: that say, Let Him make
speed, and hasten His work, that we may see it; and let the counsel
of the Holy One of Israel draw nigh and come, that we may know it!"
iv. 18, 19). And with the usual inconsistency of such scoffers and
mockers, they in reality put far away the evil day, and cause the seat
of violence to come near (compare Isaiah v. 11, 12, with Amos v.
5, 6) j and there can remain no doubt that such was not the desire
of the righteous, but rather the secret fear of the wicked which shall
come upon him. But I believe there is a path of spiritual experience
to be traced out in the text, and shall therefore speak a little as to
that.
1. I would speak a little of the day of the Lord's power, and where
this day finds all the elect people of God, namely, in a state of darkness
and not light.
2. That under the first discoveries of God in His holy law, they are
led, under the operations of Divine life communicated to their souls, to
flee from the wrath to come, and how this might well be figuratively
spoken of as fleeing from a lion.
. 1. The King's wrath is said to be like the roaring of a lion (Prov.
xix. 12). The roaring of a lion is a voice full of dread to all the beasts
of the forest; when they hear it, they tremble: as saith the same Prophet,
« The lion hath roared, who shall not fear ~., (Amos iii. 8); and again
he says, "The Lord will roar from Zion, and utter His voice from
Jerusalem; and the habitations of the shepherds shall mourn, and the
top of Carmel shall wither ., (i. 2). This voice roars in their awakened
conscience, "Pay Me that thou owest."
What a consuming voice! How the " grass withereth, and the flower
of the grass falleth away." All the greenness of man's strength to serve
God, and righteousness to please Him, fall away and wither away j and
the poor sinner is brought, stripped and naked, empty and bare. That
is the effect of the Lord's own voice which is "full of majesty" (Psalm
xxix.) (, He shall cry, yea, roar; He shall prevail against His enemies"
(Isaiah xlii. 3); and so He prevailed against Saul of Tarsus, and
against the hard-hearted jailor of Philippi
It is the implantation of the grace of life in the day of the Lord's
power that warns them to flee from the wrath to come. But John
said to some of the generation of vipers, that is, the brood of the old
serpent (such as .our modern formalists, the humble imitators of the
idolatrous Papists), " Who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to
come ~" Not the voice of the Lord, which is "full of majesty," but some
twitches and alarms of the natural conscience, otherwise Rome's baubles
would never be able to rock you to sleep again into a sounder sleep of
death than ever; some alarming Arminian preacher, under whose
ministry the unclean spirit departs for a season, to enable the sinner to
sweep and garnish the house, before he returns with other seven worse
than himself and re-enter it.
Now, the grace of life secures the elect against all this deceitful work
of daubing with untempered mortar. They flee from the wrath to come,
and never stop, until, like the manslayer of old, they arrive at the
City of Refuge, Christ Jesus, who is their refuge and strength; who is
T 2
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their biding-place from the wind, and their refuge in every storm. They
run into the Name of their Covenant God, the Lord our Righteousness,
for that is their strong to\ver of defence, they run there and are safe.
"Wilt thou hunt t~e prey for the lion 1" said God to Job. No,
it needs the lion's own native instinct, his pinching hunger, his cunning,
and his persevering assiduity to do that. And so the Lord will hunt
them as His prey, to take them from the mighty, and will send hunters
to hunt them out of all their biding-places and refuges of lies. As the
Lion of the tribe of J udah, He will prevail over the old lion of the
bottomless pit, and He will take from him all that the Father gave
Him in the Covenant of grace.
Satan is said to go about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may
devour; but, blessed be God, he never shall devour one of Christ's
sheep. "Therefore will I divide Him a portion with the great, and
He shall divide the spoil with the strong" (Isaiah liii. 12).
The poor sinners who have heard the roaring of this lion will never
forget it. Oh, how it makes them tremble! Oh, how it dries them
up! How it consumes away their beauty, as a moth frets a garment!
Oh, how they feel they could as soon create a world as comfort their
own hearts in this the day of Jacob's trouble! "Alas! for this day
is great, for it i~ the day of J acob's trouble; but he shall be delivered
out of it."
I defy any man to become a Unitarian, who has ever had an experience
of "a little wrath," in his soul, even for ,< a moment"; much more to
continue in that system of deceit who knows anything aright, by Divine
teaching, of the holiness and justice of God. By this work of the Holy
Spirit in their hearts, poor sinners are brought out of the world, and
into a solitary way; as it is said in Psalm cvii. 3, " they wandered in a
solitary way."
From mount Sinai, they flee to mount Calvary, and find in the blood
·of Jesus a balm for their wounds: c, Who forgiveth all thine iniquities;
who healeth all thy diseajles; who redeemeth thy life from destruction."
Christ is revealed and made known to them, and formed in their hearts
the hope of glory. Now are they new creatures, "for if any man be in
Christ, he is a new creature; old things are pa-ssed away, behold, all
things are become new." The poor sinner now sings in the ways of
the Lord, for great is the glory of the Lord. The glory of that sovereign
grace which quickened his soul from his death in trespasses and sins, is
seen and felt by him in his measure-its lustre is great. It brought him
" out of a horrible pit, and out of the miry clay, set his feet upon a rock
and established his goings, and put a new song in his mouth, even praise
unto his God."
Is this poor sinner now out of all danger and trouble 1 He certainly
is out of all danger of condemnation, for "there is therefore now no
condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus;" but he is by no
means out of trouble-no, nor is he secured from much-very muchdeep, trying, painful, spiritual trouble; and why ~ A bear meets him.
His own fallen nature, as opened up to him in a pathway of temptation
and trial, will maul and mangle him as a bear would a man, even to
within an inch of his life. Aye, and beyond that, were it possible for
"sheep of Christ to fall away; " were it not that One is standing by all
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the while looking. on the unequal strife, and saying to these proud waves
of indwelling sin and corruption, "Hitherto shalt thou go, and no further;
and here shall thy proud waves be stayed;" and were it not that when
the enemy in these sore temptations, "cometh in like a flood," the Spirit
of the Lord "lifts up a standard against him." When the she bears met
the mockers of Elisha the Proph.et, they were given over to them for
destruction; but the poor sinner who meets this bear of the text is given
unto him, not for destruction, but that he might gain an experimental
knowledge of the corruptions of his fallen nature, and so have the
sentence of death within himself, and not trust in himself, but in God,
his Saviour (Psalm cxxix. 2). What a time of long temptation and bac~
slidings in heart, in lip and in life, do some poor sinners come into!
It is not for me to say how' far a true saint of God will get from
"those peaceful hours he once enjoyed," from his first love, from a
walking tenderly in the fear of God. Some I have known could not
receive the testimony of such; as though these backslidings, these
terrible and long-continued slips and falls, could not really consist with
a genuine work of grace in the soul. For my part, I can well receive
such, for had not the Lord, in His .divine long-suffering, tender mercy,
and compassion, delivered my soul from such a state, I had certainly
not been here this.day. And yet, with fuRT's hymns and HART'S
experience in their hands, I have known even ministers who have
stumbled here,· and why? Why! surely because they themselves had
not been so plagued all the day long, 80 plunged into the ditch,
and so emptied from vessel to vessel. Yet, it is no more for
me to say how far a man shall go in a profession, or in
knowledge, or in so-called labours and a name to live, and yet be
destitute of the grace of life, and so come short at last, than it is for
me to say how far a living soul, a child of God, an elect vessel of
mercy, shall be left for a time to the sin that dwelleth in him, to backslide
from God and walk in his own counsel. And why ~ Because this
bear has met him. Some in their nature excellency are lilaid to reach
unto heaven and yet perish, and others, with grace in their souls, to be
hardened from God's fear. Paul, in the seventh of Romans,. knew a
little of what it was to be met by this bear; but David, in the fiftyfirst Psalm, knew more, because there is no evidence of any outward
transgression in Romans seventh, but oh, what broken bones David had
in his experience of this path.
Is there anything else to be met with in this path ~ When, with
David, the sinner has been enabled to say, "Thou restorest my soul,
and makest me to walk in the paths of righteousness, for Thy name's
sake," and with Paul, "Thanks be unto God which giveth us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ," there is yet more trouble, and
a very painful path of experience to be trod out: for "He went into
the house, and leaned his hand on the wall, and a serpent bit him."
It is not here said that he broke a hedge, as Solomon of old did,
when he set up dead gods-Chemish and Molech; he did a much
simpler thing: he only laid his· hand suddenly on some man who
appeared to him to be part of the wall of Zion.
What house was this but God's house 1 His Zion, which is built up
of living stones, a spiritual house, a house of which God is the Builder,
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Christ the Foundation, elect sinners the building, and mercy, sovereign,
eternal mercy, that by which they are built up, for "mercy shall be
built up for ever; Thy faithfulness shalt Thou establish in the very
heavens." In one word, the visible Church I take to be this house.
Now, mark this! I do not say that everyone who goes llito this
house (that is, the visible Church) is necessarily a living stone, a
partaker of the heavenly calling. No; here we must fall back on the
Apostle's description: "In a great house there are not only vessels of
gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth, and some to honour,
and some to dishonour," Where will you get a visible Church that is
such a garden of the Lord as to be all lilies of the valley, and no
weeds 1 such a field as to be all wheat and no tares 1 such a barn as to
contain all wheat and no chaff 1 Now, note: this character that went
into the house was a right character. He wa-s a living stone. He was
no stranger to a true work of grace; and as those within the house
who feared God heard what God had done for his soul by blessing him
with the grace of life, they received him as one who had found mercy
and who had been quickened into divine life; and they had welcomed
him in. "Come in, thou blessed of the Lord," they said to him,
"wherefore standest thou without 1" Come in to all the privileges
of the household of faith; come thou with us and we will do thee good,
for" the Lord hath spoken good concerning Israel." So they received
him. Probably he had many fears that they would not; doubtless he
was exercised not a little as to whether they would, but he understood
not just then that they were themselves feelingly poor sinners, depending upon God and Christ and sovereign gra~e for everything; and that
as Christ had received him, so they must, and therefore they did so.
Hence the text says-et he went into the house."
But note now what he does, now that he is in the house; he leaned
his hand on the wall (note what a foolish thing that was for him to
do, and how smartly he paid for it), a serpent bit him. It was
great folly in him to lean his hand on the wall; for the truth
of the matter is, a man cannot lean on two quite distinct things at one
and the same time, If, for instance, you are so very weak and feeble
at any time that you cannot go up a stair alone, and your friend says
to you, "Now, lean on me all the way up to the very top;" but when
you are gone up a little way, you lay hold of the barrister and cease
to lean on your friend, and give the banister your weight, which
is not perfectly sound, so that it gives way, you will get a dangerous
fall. And so to those who are within the house, the Word of God is,
"Trust in the Lord with all thine heart, and lean not unto thine own
understanding." You will have to prove-aye, painfully prove-that
to trust your own understanding is in many instances no better than
leaning your weight upon a frail banister, or as Egypt was to
Israel (Ezek. xxix. 6, 7). When does the Holy Ghost express His
Divine admiration of the Church, in the Song 1 Is it not when He
views her as, under His own Divine unction and leading, "Coming up
from the wilderness, leaning upon her Beloved 1" (Song viii. 5), leaning upon, trusting in, looking to, and relying upon Christ,
" Venture on Him, venture wholly,
Let no other trust intrude."
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A child of God has to prove that there is dangel' to them that are
without, and to them that are within. He leaned his hand. Faith is
sometimes called the ear to hear; "he that hath ears to ear, let him
hear; " sometimes the eye, "seeing Him who is invisible;" sometimes
the neck that unites the head and the body, " thy neck is like the tower
of David, builded for an armoury, whereon they hang a thousand
bucklers, all shields of mighty men" (Song iv. 4)-the achievement of
the faith of God's elect in overcoming the world, the flesh, and the
devil-and sometimes it is called the hand, "lay hold on eternal life,
unto which also thou art called." But it is one thing for a poor sinner
to take the cup of salvation, and handle with his hands of faith the Word
of life, and it is quite another thing for him to put his trust in an arm of
flesh. Mr. HUNTINGTON tells us he once got severely bitten by a man
whom he took to be a fallen saint, when, against some inward checks, he
listened to his tale, but who verily proved himself to be of the seed of
the serpent.
Now this wall, or part of the wall, he leaned his hand on, I understand
to be a great professor of religion; who, serpent-like, had wriggled in
amongst them by feigned humility, feigned words, and fair speeches,
such as Ahithophel, in the Old Testament Church, and Diotrephes, in
the New Testament Church; men who seem to be pillars or supports, or
are reckoned to be so. Now David had leaned his hand upon this
Ahithophel until the serpent bit him. "We took sweet counsel together,"
but as one has well said, all the sweetness was on David's side, until
"Ahithophel also is among the conspirators." Ab! there was a bite!
there was the serpent seen in all that is peculiar to him, as cursed with
envy, malice, evil, guile, hypocrisy, and evil speaking.
And how should Diotrephes get into the house so as to appear part
of the wall, so as to be leaned upon by some and looked up to as a great
man 1 Why, by insinuation! He crept in to get pre-eminence, and
then revealed Himself in his true serpentine colours, and began to cast
them out of the Ohurch-that wa<l biting indeed! Such men bite like
a serpent and sting like an adder.
Are these the snares, dangers, and toils the dear people of God have
to prove ~ It is even so, but they are brought to say with Mr.
NEwToN:" Through many dangers, toils, and snares
We have already come;
'Tis grace has brought us safe thus far,
And grace will lead us home."
God will wean His own from leaning upon an arm of flesh, even if
such appear to be pillars, the chief support of the wall. They will
show in due time their teeth, and their natural enmity being there,
they bite like a serpent and sting like an adder.
The elect people of God are exercised with temptations and fears in
their first beginnings :-That God's wrath in the fiery law will consume them. That indwelling sin will destroy them. That all men are
liars. "I said in my haste that all men are liars i" but, beloved,
David did not stop there. That was said in his haste. We know
that on one occasion David went into the house for refreshment for
himself, and for those that were with him j but, behold, Doeg the
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Edomite, an herdsman of Saul's, detained there before the Lord, a
veritable serpent in the wall, although no part of it, as appears from
the bite he inflicted upon both David and those who waited on the
service of the sanctuary, "which imagine mischiefs in their heart:
they have sharpened their tongues like a serpent" (Psalm cx!.. 2, 3).
•But when he came to consider that for eVfry lion and bear and serpent by the way he had to contend with, he had had grace sufficient
for his day, and ten thousand blessings, undeserved blessings, besides;
then, "I will take the cup of salvation and call upon the name of the
Lord." Though
" Why through darksome path we go,
We may know no reason,"
oh, what mercy is that which holds up the soul under all these
discouragements! Oh, what free, eternal love is that which brings
them through all! Oh, what matchless grace, which makes all these
things to work together for their good, who are the called according to
His purpose! The way of a serpent upon a rock was one of the
things which were too wonderful for the wisest of men; and the
movements of the generation of vipers in connection with their deceitful dealings with the matters cif Christ the Rock of Eternal Ages,
have ,been too wonderful for many a man since Solomon's day.
Have I been tracing ont the true path of a living soul-a path
experienced, it may not be by all, but by many of the living family ~
Some .may object that it is said by Isaiah (xxxv. 9) that "No lion
shall be there, nor any ravenous beast go up thereon, it shall not be
found there;" and how can I reconcile Isaiah with the things I have
advanced from Amos 1 Well, these shall not be found in Christ as
His elect are found in Him. For the elect are found in Him for
life and eternal salvation, as He is God's Highway, cast up in the
ancient settlements of grace, when they were all chosen in Him. And
they are in Him as He is their Way to the Father, by His sin-atoning,
sin-cleansing blood, and justifying righteousness, and as He is Ohrist
the power of God to them, to save them from all their enemies; in
which glorious Highway and consecrated Way to the Father, neither lion,
bear, nor serpent ever truly was, is, or can be found. Amen.
Birkenhead.
G. A.
" SITTING together with Him in the heavenlies ! " Ah; it is there we
get that wondrous identity and oneness with Christ that embraces all our
salvation, and while it is in Ghrist-a secret unknown and nnrealized by
the religious world. It is the secret of the Covenant, that God reveals
to His Covenant people. One in Him! Oh, what is all that is outside
compared to this that is within 1 It is this that makes our religion so
personal and real. And what a quiet resting.place is that "sitting
together." The world far beneath, life's turmoil soared above, and the
restlessness of the ever-moving scenes of earth sunk into misty distance!
Ah, such moments are rare, would that they were oftener realized! But
wh~ther realized or not, in the sight of Heaven, a sinner saved and a
gracious Saviour are one-the former "accepted in the Beloved," under
the Eternal Father's smile' of never-ceasing approval.-George Oowell.
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PASTORAL NOTES.
A GOSPEL CALL, AND A GRACIOUS PROJl,USE.
"Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead,
and Christ shall give thee light."-EpHESIANS v. 14.
IT is not certainly known who was the speaker or these words; some
persons have supposed that the Apostle quotes them .from some ancient
book now lost, or as a saying of our Lord which was retained fresh
in his memory; whilst others have thought that he merely paraphrases
some statement of the Prophets, such as Isaiah Ix. 1, "Arise, shine,
for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon
thee," or that he uses the words as expressing the general tenor of
the prophetical writings. But whoever first spoke them, the Holy
Spirit has evidently sanctioned them, as expressive of the Divine will,
and they may therefore be. fully regarded as being the very words
or God. We observe in them:1. A GOSPEL CALL.-" Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the
dead, and Christ shall give thee light." This call is addressed to the
Lord's own people. It is not addressed to the dead in trespasses and
sins, who are without any spiritual lire, sense, or feeling, but to those
who, having been regenerated and endued with spiritual life, have from
some cause or other got into a drowsy, sleepy state or frame of spirit;
a frame of spirit respecting which Dr. GILL says, in his commentary
on Romans xiii. 11, that "sometimes it attends the Churches and
children of God, the wise as well as the foolish virgins, and lies in
grace being dormant in the soul, in a backwardness to duty, llnd a
slothfulness in the per:formance of it, in resting in the outward duties
of religion, in lukewarmness about the cause or Christ, in an unconcernedness about sins of omission and commission, and in a willingness
to continue in such a sluggish frame; all which arise from a body of
sin and death, and an over-anxious care for the things of the world,
rrom weariness in spiritual exercises, and an abstinence from spiritual
company and ordinances, and from outward peace and liberty; such
a frame of spirit, when it prevails and becomes general, is or bad
consequences to the Churches of Christ. . . . . Christ absents Himself
from them, leanness of soul is brought upon them, and they are in
danger of b-eing surprised with the midnight cry." Sleep is an extremely
beneficial thing; it is one of the greatest blessings which our gracious
Creator has conferred upon us; what should we do without it ~ but
there are circumstanc.es under which sleep may be a very dangerous
thing; for example, to a sailor on a mast, or to a traveller amidst intense
cold, ice, and- snow. So spiritual sleep is a dangerous thing for the
child of God, and it may expose him to ever-so-many inconveniences,
sorrows, and perils, like Christian in BUNYAN'S allegory, in the
"Enchanted Ground." Hence the exhortation (l Thess. v. 6), "Let
us not sleep, as do others, but let us watch and be sober;" and
(Rom. xiii. 11), "Knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake
out or sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed;"
and hence the Gospel call berore us, "Awake thou that sleepest, and
arise from the dead." Are m~ny or the children of God thus asleep 1
Perhaps there are.
" Brother," said a dying pastor to a Christian
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friend, "we, even the most earnest of us, are only half awake."
Probably that good man realized then, as he was nearing the end of
his earthly journey, more fully than he had ever done before, the
littleness of the things of time, and the vast importance of the things
of eternity; and knowing only too well the engrossing hold which the
former have upon the human heart-often to the comparative exclusion of the latter-he thus expressed his feeling, "Brother, we are
only half awake."
How important is this Gospel call! Oh for grace
to give heed to it, and oh for the quickening and arousing influences
of the Divine Spirit, to make us ready and willing to live and act in
accordance with it! Observe, it is an individual and personal call;
it does not say, as if addressing a multitude, "Awake, ye that sleep,"
but, "Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead," &c.
How can we know whether we are spiritually asleep or awake ~
It may, sometimes, be a very difficult thing to discern, because
spiritual sleep may come over our souls so unexpectedly, and so
gradually, that we may perhaps be wholly unaware of it; even as
physical sleep affects the powers of the mind and of the body, and
brings us imperceptibly into a state of unconsciousness. But some ,of
the statements and exhortations of the Epistle which contains this
Gospel call may furnish us with reliable data upon which to form an
opinion. For example, the Apostle says, "I therefore, the prisoner of the
Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye
are called, with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, forbearing
one another in love, endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in
the bond of peace. . . . . Be ye followers of God as dear children;
and walk in love, as Ohrist also hath loved us. . • • • Ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the. Lord; walk as children
of light, proving what is acceptable to the Lord; and have no
fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove
them. . . . . Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. . . . .
Speaking to yourselves in psalms, and hymns, and spiritual songs,
singing and making melody in your hearts to the Lord; giving thanks
always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our
Lord Jesus Ohrist; submitting yourselves one to another in the fear
of God." If we, beloved, are obeying these exhortations, and are
indeed "walking in love," and "as children of light "; if we are
"singing and making melody in our hearts," if we are daily "giving
thanks for all things" in the name of our adorable Lord, we can
scarcely be spiritually asleep, and we may rejoice in the belief that we
are spiritually awake. But if it be otherwise with us, if we know in
our hearts that we are not walking as children of light; if we know
that we have some fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness,
rather than reproving them; if we are unloving and discontented and
unthankful; we may have real reason to fear that spiritual drowsiness
or sleep has come over us, and we have need very earnestly to seek
for Divine grace to make us willing to give heed to this Gospel call,
"Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead." In the second
place, we notice2. A GRACIOUS PROMISE.-" Ohrist shall give thee light."
The
Greek word which is here translated, "shall give thee light," is a
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peculiar one; and it is only used in this one. passage in the New
Testament. More literally it may be translatea, "shall shine upon
thee,"-" Christ shall shine upon thee."
How sweet the idea!
If we, by grace, respond to this Gospel call, then "He who is the
~'Sun of Righteousness," and who has l' healing in His beams," shall
arise and shine upon us with His heavenly brightness. Then there
will not be darkness within us or around us, but all will be light.
Then our way shall be made plain before us, and we shall not stumble
Qr fear unseen dangers. And then our experience will be something
like that of the patriarch Job, when he said, that in the days when
God preserved him, His" candle shone about his head, and by His light
he walked through darkness." We shall also rejoice in the fulfilment
of the precious and wonderful promise, "The Lord God is a sun and
shield; He will give grace and glory, and no good thing will He withhold from them that walk uprightly." The late Bishop VILLIERS stated
that upon one occasion he stayed at a castle which was situated nea.r
a cliff, at the base of which flowed a river. One night whilst he was
staying there, a heavy thunderstorm came on, the lightning flashed, and
the rain fell in torrents; the night was exceedingly dark, except when it
was illuminated by the flashes of lightning, and the storm was such
as might well bewilder a lonely traveller. A woman who resided in the
neighbourhood, happened to be that night at the castle, and after
delaying her return home for some time on account of the storm, she
said that she must be going. The servants begged her not to go until
the storm was over; but she replied that she had no cause to fear,
because she knew the path so well, and that she could not possibly miss
it. " Well then," they said, "take a lantern with you;" and they
offered her one. She, however, refused it, sa.ying that it was quite
unnecessary; and she set off without it on her perilous journey. No
one knows exactly what then happened, whether she was partially
blinded by the light.ning, or whether she was bewildered by the storm;
but she evidently missErn her way, and fell over the precipice, for her
dead body was found the next day, cast upon a bank of the swollen
river. Had she listened to advice, or accepted the offer of the light,
all might have been well with her, but rejecting both, her life was
forfeited. May it never be so with us! The Lord will take care of His
own, no doubt; He will not suffer them to be finally lost; but if they
give way to spiritual sloth and slumber, they may suffer much loss and
inconvenience; and to preserve them from this, He addresses them in
His Word, and He directs His ministering servants again and again to
proclaim, with trumpet-call' distinctness, such exhortations as this:"Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall
shine upon thee."
" Hark! 'tis the watchman's cry, 1 Sleep is for sons of night;
Ye are children of the light;
Wake, brethren, wake:
Yours is the glory bright,
Jesus Himself is nigh;
1
Wake, brethren, wake."
Wake, brethren, wake.
D. A. DOUDNEY.
Hastings.
THE testimony of the life is far before the memorial placed upon
slabs and tablets.
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"OALLED BY NAME."
(IsAIAH

xliii. 1.)

IF we open our Bibles we shal [ see that God called by name certain
persons in the Old Testament, and certain persons in the New Testament. Four persons I find in the Old Testament, and three persons
in the New Testament, and God was pleased to repeat their names
twice. I am sure we "Shall find that God had a gracious purpose
in this, and by carefully examining the characters of those persons,
and the message given to them, we shall learn most important lessons.
God, by His grace, throu~h His holy Word, is constantly calling upon
souls to "hear His voice," accept His Word, and obey His will. Let
us, in a spirit of prayer, open our Bibles and examine the particular
cases to which I have referred in the Old Testament and in the New.
(a) "Abmham, Abralw.,rn" (Gen. xxii. ll).-God had called Abraham before, when He separated him from all his past, family, and
home, and separated him unto God's service, worship, and glory j
called to a blessed present, but unto a still more glorious future.
God said, "I will make nations of thee" (Gen. xvii. 6). But the
call above was very special, .and God used a special form, A double
call to 'faith, its victory, and reward. If we have this great gift-for
faith is "the gift of God" (Eph. ii. 8)-it will be crowned by victory,
and we shall be blessed with its reward, like faithful Abraham.
(b) "Jacob, Jacob" (Gen. xlvi. 2).-Here we have another of
these double calls. Poor Jacob had a very sharp experience through
many years. The Bible is so true to life. It is the only book in
the world that gives the "whole truth, and nothing but the truth."
If man commits sin, and the Book of Truth is giving his character,
it states the fact: if he turns to the Lord and obeys His will, the
Bible will record the fact. Jacob, like Abraham, heard God's previous
call; but this call was one to special blessing. A careful reading of the
context will show that Jacob stood in great need of a special blessing.
The place he was going to; the special circumstances in connection with
that journey; his own age at the time, and the future connected with
God's Oovenant--all these. thoughts, and others, must have deeply
impressed the soul of Jacob. This was, then, God's double call to
special blessmg. The message was one so full of assurance and
comfort: For example, "I am God, the God of thy father; fear not
to go down into Egypt, for I will go down with thee into Egypt"
(Gen. xlvi. 3, 4).
You will notice that this blessing followed an act of worship and
cvmmunion with God. The Ohristian is commanded to "carry the
cross, and to cast the care." We sometimes find ourselves not taking
up the 'cross, but attempting to carry our care. Fear and anxiety'
cannot" and will not, long remain in the heart when we are in
communion with God-hearing His voice, receiving His blessing, and
living and walking by faith.
(c) "Moses, Moses" (Exod. iii. 4, 5).-This double call, we may
believe, was one to holiness. God would impress that lesson on His
servant Moses; and He would teach His children the same in every
age. The Lord Jesus taught this truth when He said, "God is a
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Spirit; and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and
'in truth" (John iv. 24). Sanctification springs from justification,
and therefore can never prepare man for it. There may be some
reformation before conversion, but not a particle of sanctification till
after it. Heavenly virtues will evidence the effectual call, and be
.crowned with glory. Saints reflect their Saviour's image in proportion
to their close union with Him. Ohrist is "All and in all" to His people.
Christians are called by the Word and Spirit to holiness, fellowship,
and glory. Faith, holiness, and comfort must have a mutual dependence
on each other, and where existing in the heart, the soul is c. strong in
the Lord, and in the power of His might." From this it follows that
holiness is as needful for present communion with God as for dwelling with Him hereafter. What lessons may we not learn from the
great call Moses heard, at the commencement of the work God had
for him to do ~ May we be convinced of the truth of His Word that
,says, "Holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord."
(d) "Samuel, Samuel" (1 Sam. iii. lO).-How important was the
personal call Samuel received, and what an impression it made upon
him! He must have often thought about it through life. It was
very real to him, and serious results followed. If we are to give it
a name, may we not say that it was a call to service ~ This is so
important to every Ohristian (for it is well said, he is "saved to
serve ") that I think it will be well just to state some aspects of this
subject, and see what illustrations of true service for God we have in
Holy Scripture. I will, therefore, close this article with the instances
of those remarkable calls now given.
Service for God must be :-(1) Divinely ordered, as in the case of
Samuel. Let each Ohristian be careful that to him has come the
command to serve. (2) Lifelong must be our service for God: for
example, like Moses, the "servant of God." (3) Whole hearted.
This must be a great feature of our service, like Oaleb. May we
be like him. (4) Oonsecrated to God's glory, must be our service,
like that great example
ehemiah. What an example to follow!
{5) Fearless in our service for the Master-" ye shall be witnesses
unto Me," He said. This feature of true service is well represented in
Jeremiah. (6) Oourageous. Brave and daring must be the character
of the Ohristian's service. What an example for this we have in
.Joshua! Those who trust in the Lord, believe His Word and
obey His command will see their service crowned by victory. (7)
Equipment. We must have for service the indwelling of the Holy Ghost.
It must be His power: for example, "Go in this thy might." Your
example here will be Gideon. Thus we shall have (Judges vi 14, 34)
Faith, Blessing, Holiness, and Service.-Railway Signal.
The Vicarage, Leake.
J OSEPH DUNNE.
THE Rev. JOHN MUNRO, on his death-bed, was considering the words,
"Though Abraham be ignorant of us." He went on commenting thus:
"Though my faith is not like the faith of Abraham, though I am not
a wrestler like Jacob, yet Thou art my Father."-From "Men and
¥inisters of the Far North," by the R~. A. Auld.
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THE POTTERS, THE PLANTERS, AND HEDGERS.
(1 CHRONICLES iv. 23.)
ON hearing the verse above quoted in St. Maryleport pulpit a few
weeks ago by the dear Editor, a flood of suggestions rushed over the
words. How full of meaning for the Lord's dear people, as, indeed,
every word of the sacred Word of God is. "The potters, and those
that dwell among plants and hedges: there they dwelt with the king
for his work." These earthly callings, pursued by the side of an
earthly king, show forth spiritual callings, a dwelling with the King
of kings for His work.
First, the "potters;" which seems to portray moulding and forming
Some of the Lord's children are specially fitted for this moulding and
forming, for organization; and not only organizing numbers, but drawing out in individual character all that is fittest and best for use.
They see so quickly the varied traits, and touch so gently the sorrows,
the difficulties, and the roughnesses, that one feels they have bent the
handle, so to speak, into straighter lines or more graceful shape, or
smoothed the rough particle that marred the surface. And though
we are each to a certain extent potters, exercising influence upon all
with whom we associate, yet there are some who are specially called
and fitted by the great Master Potter Himself, and they dwell by Him
for His work-not theirs, but His-under His direction, by the Holy
Spirit's guidance. Potters dwelling apart from the King are not in
His service for His work. So many influences abound, and so many
plausible agencies for evil; it is fearful to think of potters moulding
and forming against the King.
Then, too, those "that dwell among plants." This expression seems
to apply to those whose lot is ca~t with the young and tender. Their
ministry is to foster growth, to plant in suitable soil, to water and
shade from sun, or protect from wind, to watch with care the expanding plant in every way. Dear fathers and mothers, dear teachers of
the young, and all who make youth their care and interest and study,
what a blessed calling is yours. For those that dwell among plants
dwell with the King for His work. You do not dwell alone. He is
with you, and the work of grace is all His. There are also those, not
perhaps young in years, but spiritually young, to whom the term is
applicable; and the planters of such often are the preachers of the
everlasting Gospel.
They too, indeed, dwell with the King for
His work.
Then those that dwelt "in the hedges." I think this may aptly illustrate those who guard the purity of doctrine, the boundaries or hedges.
Their work lies not so much with individual character and training, but
with the outward fences of truth: they earnestly contend for the faith;
they stand on the bulwarks, and ward off the enemy from making holes
in the hedge, or cutting it lower, or even, as some would, take down the
hedge altogether, laying bare the plants, exposing them to all dangers,
the potter's work, also, to damage and breakage. These too, dwell with
the King for His work.
Now, t,hese classes might be enlarged upon in various ways, but dear
readers will carry forward the train of thought more fully and deeply.
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The one leading characteristic of all is, they" dwell with the King for
His work," and are therefore one. The potter cannot look down upon
the planter, deeming his employment lower; the planter cannot glance
. with disapproval upon the potter, who perchance takes no part in
planting; and in like manner, the hedger does not condemn the potter
.and planter as· unfaithful because they do not give their sole attention
to hedging. As St. Paul expresses it in 1 Oorinthians xii. 4-6: "There are
diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are differences of
administrations, but the same Lord. And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in alL" "Ye are all one
in Ohrist Jesus." "One in Us."
Notice, dear reader, the word" dwelt." They dwelt among plants and
hedges. This seems to imply constancy and rest, perseverance in aim,
not hurrying to and rro" Seeking for some great thing to do,
Or secret thing to know."
They remained for" the king's work." Note, again, the all-important
point, "they dwelt with the king," they lived at court, they were
privileged in the presence chamber, they lived in the royal precincts.
Ah! there was the power. They might have dwelt among the plauts and
hedges, and all to no profit for the king, unless with him in constaut
communication, under his continual direction, carrying out his plans
aud wishes, for it was the king's work, not theirs. The vessels were
for the master's use; the plants were for the garden of the lord; the
hedges to keep out the ever-watchful, encroaching enemy. And what
power in the word "king !" "Where the word of a king is, there is
power."
Oh, dear child of God, dwell with the King, for His work, not
thine. He appoints thy service: perchance He bids thee weed when
watering would be more congenial to thy taste; perchance He bids
thee darken with shade, when thou wouldst fain expose thy plant to
bright warm sunshine; but the plants are His plants, and He, as He
walks in His garden, wants choice plants, bearing flowers of exceeding
beauty, and fruits of exceeding sweetness. He understands them better
than thou. So with the moulded vessels; He forms as He will, and
guides thy hand to bend or raise. So with the hedges; He will have
the boundaries well defined, and the hedges free from gaps.
Individually, dear reader, thou art being moulded and formed for
the life more abundant beyond this poor changing life-the life in
Him and with Him, who is the Lord of life and glory. Thou art
planted in the King's garden, and being sheltered and watered, yea,
weeded and pruned, to be henceforth beautiful for the King. Then,
when He goes down to His garden, He goes to the beds of spicessweetness; to feed in the garden-fruitfulness; and to gather liliesbeauty and purity (Song vi. 2). And thou art hedged all round
from every danger. "A garden enclosed," is the description of the
Church of Christ, enclosed by Him who secures on all sides. How
abuudant the gracious provision and protection! how full every detail
of preparation! how satisfying every glimpse He gives us of His precions, precious love in Christ Jesus!
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Finally, we shall dwell with the King; in glory. His servants shall
serve Him there. Oh, how we shall bless Him for the guidance and
guardianship of the way home-the crossed purposes and plans-the
crookednesses that twisted us into the shape that He would have us
to take, that trained the tendrils from growing over the hedge, that so
patiently watered and tended, and moulded and enclosed. The King.
dwelt. He remained, He dwelt with His servants, and they with
Him for His work.
May the Holy Spirit give us clearer insight into His work, and
enable us to look upon the diversities of gifts and operations in the light
of His grace and glory, rejoicing in the knowledge that we dwell with
the King and He with us, that we are one with Him and He with us.
So will there be union and communion, intimate knowledge, deep peace,
and abiding joy.
NETTIE.

A BEAUTIFUL LETTER BY MARY LOVE:
ADDRESSED TO HER HUSBAND ON THE EVE OF HIS EXECUTION.
July 22nd, 1651.
My HEAVENLY DEAR,-I call thee so because God hath put
heaven into thee before He hath taken thee to heaven. Thou now
beholdest God, Christ, and glory as in a glass j but to-morrow heaven's
gates will be opened, and thou shalt be in the full enjoyment of all
those glories which "eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither
can the heart of man understand." God hath now swallowed up thy
heart in the thoughts of heaven, but ere long thou shalt be swallowed
up in the enjoyment of heaven! Oh, lift up thy heart with joy, when
thou layest thy dear head on the block, in the thoughts of this-that
thou art laying thy head to rest in thy Father's bosom; which, when
thou dost awake, shall be crowned, not with an earthly, fading crown,
but with an heavenly, eternal crown of glory! Be not dismayed at
the scoffs and reproaches thou mayest meet with on thy short way to
heaven; for, be assured, God will not only glorify thy body and soul
in heaven, but He will also make thy memory to be glorious on
earth!
Oh, let not one troubled thought for thy wife and babes rise within
thee! Thy God will be our God and our Portion. He will be a
Husband to thy widow, and a Father to thy children; the grace of
thy God will be sufficient for us.
Now, my dear, I desire willingly and cheerfully to resign my right
in thee to thy Father and my Father, who hath the greatest interest
in thee; and confident I am, though wicked men have separated us
for a ti~e, yet God will ere long bring us together again, when we
shall eternally enjoy one another, never to part any more. Oh, let
me hear how God bears up thy heart, and let me taste of those comforts
which support thee, that they may be as pillars of marble to bear up my
sinking spirit! I can write no more. Farewell, farewell, my dear, till
we meet where we shall never bid farewell more, till which time I leave
thee in the bosom of a loving, tender-hearted Father; and so I rest
till I shall for ever rest in heaven. MARY LOvE.-Brook's "Lives of
the Pm'itans," 1662.
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JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES.
" Ye al'e My witnesses, saith the Lord, and My servant whom 1 have
chosen."-IsA.L\.H xliii. 10.
WHAT infinite condescension and love on the part of our God we have
displayed in this chapter. How sweetly it opens, like the breathing of
a beautiful spring morning. Every breath is a breath of love, grace,
and mercy. This appears if we consider the latter part of the preceding
chapter, which sets forth the deplorable hopeless, and helpless condition
of Jacob and Israel, as in themselves considered. "This is a people·
robbed and spoiled; they are all of them Ellared in holes, and they are
hid in prison houses: they are for a prey, and none delivereth; for a
spoil, and none saith, Restore. Who amon you will give ear to this ~
who will hearken and hear for the time to wme ~ Who gave Jacob for
a spoil, and Israel to the robbers ~ Did no the Lord, He against whom
we have sinned ~ for they would not walk in His ways, neither were
they obedient unto His law. Therefore He hath poured upon him the
fury of His anger, and the strength of ba e: and i bath set him on
fire round about, yet he knew not; and it burned him, yet he laid it
not to heart" (Isaiah xlii. 22, to end).
" But now thus saith the Lord," notwithstanding all this, "I created
thee, 0 Jacob, I formed thee, 0 Israel. Fear not: for I have redeemed
thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou are Mine." Bad as thou
art, black as thou art, obstinate as thou art, and hell-deserving as thou
art, in thyself; t 110U art Mine, mine by creation, Mine by formation,
Mine by redemption, mine by calling, and Mine by every tie eternal
love could make; and seeing thou art Mine by My own sovereign love
and choice of thee, I will preserve thee. "When thou passest through
the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not
overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be
burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee." And the precious
reason assigned, and the only reason assigned is this, thou art Mine,
and I am thine. "I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy
Saviour." After thus having asserted His claim to His people, and
having declared what they are to Him, and what He is and will be to
hem, He calls upon the nations to assemble, and challenges all other
people to bring forth their witnesses, that they may justify themselves,
or hear what His witnesses have to declare, and to say it is truth.
then, 0 wondrous condescension on the part of our God! He says,
,. Ye are My witnesses," 0 Jacob and Israel, "saith the Lord, and My
8erran whom I have chosen." He puts His people first, and His
Servant" who is none less than His Son, afterwards. In the foregoing
chapter, J ehovah's Servant, our precious Ohrist, is introduced with a
behold, "Behold My Servant whom I uphold."
The Lord hath
called Thee in righteousness; I will hold Thine hand, and keep Thee, and
give thee for a Oovenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles.
He is called, in the fifth chapter of the Book of the Revelation, the
u
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Faithful Witness, the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness
(chap. iii. 14).
In the third chapter of Malachi, and fifth verse, He is called a Swift
Witness against the sorcerers.
And a faithful Witness He was,
when He appeared faithful and true to God His Father, in restoring
to Him all His rights; and faithful to His Covenant engagements
towards His people, in delivering their souls from death; and faithful
as a Witness to the truth, and against all ungodliness and unrighteousness. As a proof, witness His denunciations against the lawyers,
pharisees, and scribes; and, indeed, this was the secret of their hatred
and implacable malice against Him. He bore witness to the fact that
God was light, and such a blaze of holiness emanated from Him
that their evils were discovered and made to appear. "And this is
the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved
darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. And every
one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest
his deeds should be reproved. But he that doeth truth cometh to the
light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in
God." God the Holy Spirit is also a Witness of Christ tu His people,
ilnd in his saints: "He shall testify of Me." "Whereof also the Holy
Ghost is a Witness to us." "And ye, also," says our Lord to His disciples,
"shall bear witness, because ye have been with Me from the beginning."
Let us, then, inquire, and endeavour to answer, in what respect are
God's people his" witnesses" 1 With regard to his Apostles, His immediate followers, they were, of course, literally eye witnesses and
ear witnesses, as they saw Him and heard Him personally. They were
eye witnesses of His Majesty, as Peter tells us; they saw Him transfigured on the Mount; and they were ear witnesses of the Father's
glorious testimony when there came such a voice to him from the
excellent glory, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased." They were eye witnesses of His miracles, and ear witnesses
of the omnipotence of His word. "What manner of man is this, that
even the winds and sea obey Him ~ " They saw Him hush the storm to
a calm, open the blind eyes, cast out devils, cure all mann~r of
diseases, and raise the dead to life. Everywhere they saw displays of
His eternal power and Godhead. They were also eye witnesses of
His deep humiliation, as far as their vision would bear j they saw
Him prostrate in the garden-at least Peter, J ames and John did-and
they were ear witnesses of His groans. They saw Him apprehended,
led away. bound and scourged and crucified. A large number of His
followers, as many as five hundred brethren at once, were eye witnesses
of His resurrection, and ear witnesses of His precious words after He
rose. They saw Him, heard Him, and handled Him, as He said, "Handle
Me and see, for a spirit hath not flesh and bones as ye see Me have,"
and they were eye witnesses of His triumphant and glorious ascensioll
from Mount Olivet. And after His ascension and enthronement, He
poured down the Holy Ghost, and endued them with power from
on high, "and with great power gave the Apostles witness of His
resurrection, and great grace was upon them all j " and most of His
followers sealed their testimony with their blood. The Apostle, in
writing to the Hebrews, speaks of a great cloud of witnesses, which
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he enumerates in the eleventh chapter. Oh, what a noble and mighty
army of martyrs there have been, who in the face of the stake
and the most horrid tortures hell could invent, bore witness to
the world of the truth and reality of a divine religion. Our Lord
thus has had His eye witnesses, ear witnesses, and dying witnesses:
and He has had, and still has, His witnesses in the world; and every
child of God, every saved sinner, is a witness in some respects.
First. They must all bear witness to God's solemn truth, as to their
lost estate. What is God's testimony as to this ~ Listen. "The Lord
looked down from heaven, to see if there were any that did understand and seek God: " and what is the verdict 1 "They are all gone aside;
they are altogether become filthy. There is none that doeth good; no,
not one. The thoughts of the imagination of man's heart are surely
evil, and that continually." "The heart is deceitful above all things,
and desperately wicked. Who can know it 1" "The whole head is sick,
the whole heart is faint; there is no soundness in it; but wounds, and
bruises, and putrifying sores." What a picture is here! A picture!
yes, a dreadful and awful reality, to the truth of which every saved
soul has to bear witness; for every quickened soul knows this is but
a counterpart of his own heart. "All Israel shall know the plague of
his own heart." Listen to the evidence of some of God's w.itnesses, as
to this. David, a man after God's own heart, bears his testimony in the
fifty-first Psalm: "Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin my
mother conceived me." "There is no oundness in my flesh because
of Thine anger; nor rest in my bones because of my sin. For mine
iniquities are gone over mine head: as a heavy burden they are too
heavy for me. My wounds stink and are corrupt because of my fool.
ishness. For my loins are filled with a loa hsome disease: and there is
no soundness in my flesh." Here we have one of God's witnesses,
and a credible one too. Let us take the evidence of another.
Job, of whom God Himself declares he was a perfect and upright
man, one that feared God and eschewed evil. What evidence does
Job give 1 "Then Job answered the Lord and said, Behold, I am
vile; I will lay my hand upon my mouth. . . . I have heard of Thee by
the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth Thee. Wherefore I
abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes." Isaiah, another witness,
who wrote ~his prophecy, and who saw the glory of the Lord : what
does he say 1 "Woe is me, for I am undone; I am a man of unclean
lips, and dwell among a people of unclean lips; for mine eyes have
seen the King, the Lord of hosts." Again the Prophet bears his
testimony thus: "Surely I am more brutish than any man, and have
not the understanding of a man." We have, then, here two or three
Old Testament witnesses, to this truth. Now let us call New Testament witnesses. Paul, the great Apostle, solemnly testifies of all
mankind, "By nature children of wrath, even as others." Speaking of
those whose damnation is just, he says: "What then ~ Are we better
than they ~ No, in no wise; for we have before proved both Jews
and Gentiles that they are all under sin; as it is written, There
is none that understandeth; there is none that seeketh after God;
they are all gone out of the way": and as to my own personal
experience, "I am of sinners chief." "I know that in me (that is, in.
u 2
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my flesh) dwelleth no good thing." "I am carnal, sold under sin."
And to these several statements every one of the children of God, as
taught by the Holy Ghost, bears, witness; namely, to the total depravity
of fallen human nature.
Secondly. Another truth they all bear witness to is this: That
they are not only totally depraved, but utterly helpless in themselves,
spirit.ually considered. "0 Israel, thou hast. destroyed thyself; but
in Me is thy help." These two important features of truth they all
bear witness to, namely: Man's destruction total and of himself, and
salvation entirely of the Lord. Man as a sinner is under the
law and under the curse thereof, and cannot therefore by the works
of the law be justified: his condition is described by unerring truth
as one of spiritual death; as "darkness; " as alienation from the life of
God; as far off by wicked works; as cast out into the open field, to the
loathing of his person. Again, in the valley of dry bones, "very dry";
"very many and very dry." " And when I passed by thee, and saw thee
polluted in thine own blood, I said unto thee, when thou wast in thy blood,
Live; yea, I said unto thee, when thou wast in thy blood, Live." Oh,
mark how the helpless, hopeless condition of sinners is here vividly portrayed, and, to this solemn testimony every saved sinner sets bis seal.
"I'm like a helpless captive sold
Under the power of sin;
I cannot do the good I would,
Or keep my conscience clean."
Thirdly. Not only are we witnesses to man's total depravity and
utter helplessness, but also to the holiness and spll:ituality of God's law;
that "the law is holy and the commandment holy, just, and good;"
that God is righteous; so that
"If my soul be sent to hell,

Thy righteous law approves it well;"

but something more they witness to: blessed be God, they are witnesses
of the sovereignty of Divine grace, of the riches of Divine grace, of the
freeness of Divine grace, and of the power of Divine grace. As to the
sovereignty of J ehovah's grace, it shines likes a sunbeam throughout the
Word of God; it is conspicuous everywhere around us. Who and
what maketh one to differ from another ~ What is the language of
the great Sovereign of the universe as to this ~ "I will have mercy
on whom I will;" "I called Abram alone and blessed him;" " In
Isaac shall thy seed be called;" "Jacob bave I loved, and Esau
have I hated;" "I know whom I have chosen." What is the testimony
of the Son of God as to this ~ "Rejoice not because the spirits are
subject to you, but rather rejoice because your names are written in
heaven." "In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, I thank Thee, 0
Father, Lord of heaven and eartb, because Thou hast hid these things
from the wise and prudent, and revealed them unto babes. Even so,
Father, because it seemed good in Thy sight." What is the Holy Spirit's
testimony throughout the sacred W ord ~ He is a Sovereign Himself
"dividing to every man severally as He will." What is the Apostle's
testimony ~ "By nature children of wratb, even as others. But God,
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who is rich in mercy for His great love wherewith He loved us,
when we were dead in sin, hath quickened us together with
"For the children being not yet
Christ. By grace ye are saved."
born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God
according to election might stand, not of works, but of Him that
calleth, it was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger. As it
is written, Jacob have I loved, and Esau have I hated. What shall
we say, then ~" Some have said, "If this be so, God is a tyrant."
What awful enmity has been manifested by rebel man at God's
sovereignty! But what says Paul ~ Cl Nay but, 0 man, who art thou that
repliest against God ~ Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it,
Why hast thou made me thus ~ Hath not the potter power over the clay,
of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour and another unto dishonour ~ What if God, willing to show His wrath, and to make His power
known, endured with much long-suffering the vessels of wrath fitted to
destruction: and that He might make known the riches of His glory on
the vessels of mercy, which He had afore prepared unto glory 1"
To the sovereignty of Divine grace all the apostles bear witness.
'What does Peter say ~ " Ye are a chosen generation," and "not appointed
unto wrath, but to obtain salvation," &c. Jude writes to them who
are "sanctified by God the Father, preserved in Jesus Christ, and·
called." John says, "We know that we are of God, and the whole
world lieth in wickedness. And we know that the Son of God is come,
and hath given us an understanding, that we may know Him that is
true, and we are in Him that is true. This is the true God, and
eternal life." J ames says, "Of His own will begat He us with the
word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures."
.Besides the Scripture testimony let us look at ourselves. Where were
we ~ Are we not living witnesses to the sovereignty of J ehovah's
grace ~ Were we better than our companions in sin ~ . Some were
openly much worse. What WIl.-8 it then singled us out and left them ~
Who will dare to say to God they sought Him first ~ Every gracetaught soul will rather thankfully sing-

~ven

"Our seeking Thy face was all of Thy graee;
Thy Spirit demands, and shall have all the praise."
"Oh, had He not pitied the state we were in,
Our bosoms His love had ne'er felt;
We all should have lived and should have died, too, in sin,
And sunk with the load of our guilt."
Look into your families. Why are any called ~ Why are not all called
by grace ~ It is sovereignty, and that alone makes the difference. God
put a difference in eternity, "Chosen in Christ before the foundation
of the world," and consequently makes a difference in time. " Who
hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling; not according to
our works, but according to His own purpose and grace, which was
given ns in Christ Jesus before the world began."
As to the riches of Divine grace, that we live to prove, and shall live. to
prove for ever. Paul calls it, "the exceeding riches of His grace;" "that
in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His
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grace in His kindness towards us through Christ Jesus." It will take a
whole eternity to unfold these unsearchable riches-the heights, depths,
lengths, and breadths thereof. The riches of God's grace appear in our
deep depravity and utter unworthiness. Oh, what witnesses we have
recorded in the Word! Paul says, "I was a blasphemer, a persecutor,
and injurious; but I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might
show forth all long-suffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter
believe on Him to life everlasting." There is a pattern saint 'and a
pattern sinner, and a witness of the riches of God's grace. See many
other shining ones in the firmament. of God's truth, as so many shining
stars reflecting the glory of the God of all grace-Abraham, Jacob,
David, Manasseh, Solomon, Jonah, Mary Magdalene, the woman of
Samaria, the maniac, and the dying thief; and then just turn your
eyes on yourself, and contemplate where you were and what you were
when grace arrested you, and what you have been and done since, and
I am sure, if the heart is right and the conscience tender, you will
sing with me and all such"A monument of grace,
A. sinner saved by blood,
The streams of blood I tra,ce
Up to the fountain, God,
And in His sacred bosom see
Eternal thoughts of love to me."
The riches of God's grace appear more and more in the experience
of the believer, a£ he is led to see and feel the depravity and pollution
within. What hard thoughts, wandering thoughts, vile thoughts, and
infidel thoughts roll up from within! what backslidings (if not openly)
in heart from God! and yet grace bears, grace follows, grace pardons,
grace saves, and grace restores.
Of the freeness of Divine grace also, oh, how free its mighty flow!
like the water that gushed from the rock in the wildernesil that followed
Israel, and that notwithstanding all their base provoca.tions, it ran in
the dry places like a river; a pure river of water of life; clear as
crystal, free, and entirely spontaneous in its rise at the fountain-headthe heart of God. It rose in His sovereign will and good pleasure;
flowed into Christ, as the great and glorious reservoir and storehouse;
flows in and through His great and wondrous Person, and mediation
gushed out from all His wounds; is poured out of His precious lips in
the glorious Gospel in absolute promises, doctrines, invitations, and
declarations; and rolls on in one continuous stream, filling the vessels·
of mercy here, and carrying them triumphantly home ITom grace to
glory. So free and powerful in its flow, "it tarries not for man,' nor
waits for the sons of men." Free as the air we breathe, and as swift
as the light, looking for and expecting nothing as qualification from the
creature but a lost condition; bringing on its mighty bosom a full and
complete salvation from all evil, and bearing away the curse and all that
is the sinner's: "This precious fountain is free to take away; a Yary
or Manasseh's stains, or sins more vile than they."
Further, God's people are also witnesses to the invincible and om·
nipotent power of Divine grace. Nothing but grace almighty could
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put my sins away and cast them into the depths of the sea; and
nothing but omnipotent grace can rescue the sinner from the power of
sin and Satan. Oh, sin is a cruel usurper, a dreadful and powerful
foe; the chains of sin and lust are such by which the devil binds
the sinner to himself, and leads him captive at the devil's will, and
so blinded by the god of this world that the sinner cannot see, and
does not know where he is. The strong man armed keeps the palace,
the human soul, and keeps the enslaved will and darkened mind in a
false peace, and all the powers in the universe, combined with angels,
are insufficient to rescue one soul. This is the work of God and His
work alone, and a wondrous work; it is thus described by the Apostle
Paul: "The exceeding greatness of His power to us who believe,
according to the working of His mighty power, which He wrought in
Ohrist when He raised Him from the dead." It is nothing less than
an almighty quickening-a resurrection from the dead-a coming up
out of the grave of spiritual death and darkness-a translation out
of one kingdom, the kingdom of Satan, into the kingdom of God's
dear Son-a passing from death unto life-a new creation. The devil
is overcome and cast out; the heart is conquered and subdued by
almighty grace, and is taken possession of by iLS rightful Monarch, made
willing in the day of God's power; the soul is plucked out of the fire
by God Almighty's long and strong hand; arrested and reversed is the
whole current of the mind, and none but a power divinely strong can
accomplish such wonders as these. Man might a~ well attempt to
stand before an express train and stop it as to stop the dead
sinner in his downward course to hell.
He is in the arms of the
wicked one, and "carried captive by the devil at his will:" so saith
eternal truth, and so observation demonstrates the fact to be, "among
whom we all had our conversation in times pa~t in the lusts of the
flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of t4e mind, and were by
nature the children of wrath, even a~ others." We ran the downward
course-some of us most rapidly-and what but grace, amazingly
powerful, rich, and free, could have stopped us ~ And oh the power
of Divine grace in holding us up, restraining, keeping, and supporting!
"Kept by the power of God," kept from falling, or raised up when
fallen. In all these and many more respects the people of God are
witnesses for God-witnesses to the truth of His Word, to the preciousness of Ohrist, t~ the power of His blood, to His inviolable faithfulness and power.
Where are the witnesses ~ In the world-" Among whom ye shine
as lights in the world;" "Epistles read and known of all men;"
"They took knowledge of them that they had been with Jesus;"
"Holding forth the Word of life," not with the lip only, but with
their lives. In the Ohurch-witnesses to one another against all
errors. In death-to the triumphs of almighty grace and its reality.
And, at the last great day, what an assemblage of witnesses there will
be! "The general assembly and Ohurch of the firstborn, whose names
are written in heaven," all of them shining proofs to an assembled
world of the everlasting love of God the Father, of the infinite merits
and worth of God the Son, and of the invincible and almighty gracious
power of God the Holy Ghost; and in one everlasting and harmonious,
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rapturous shout will God's witnesses bear testimony to the sovereignty,
riches, and power of Divine grace.
"Oh, may my humble soul be found
Among that favoured band,
And I with them Thy praise will sound
Throughout Immanuel's land."

Waifm'd, March 15th, 1897.

G.

BURRELL.

" JEHOVAH-ROPHI."
"I AM the Lord that healeth thee!" This is translated in the first
edition of the Bible, "I am the Lord thy Surgeon." And there is
something very striking and beautiful in the name and office of a
surgeon, when applied to the Lord Jesus Christ. A surgeon is, or
ought to be, a man of wisdom in his profession, of ability, and of a
tender, feeling heart; and how very blessedly doth the Lord Jesus
Christ answer in all these points; yea, and every other which can
tend to endear Him as the" Jehovah-Rophi" of His people.
Jesus is of singular wisdom in His profession, for He is Wisdom
Himself. In Him are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
None but the Lord Jesus .can discover our multiform diseases, or
make application of the suitable remedy to all. Jesus alone hath
ability to heal; for nothing short of His precious blood can cleanse
from all sin, and His infinite and glorious righteousness gives strength
to the poor sin-smitten sinner. And who so prompt as Jesus to
administer to the numberless wants of His redeemed 1 For He saith
that He is always near at hand to help in every time of need. "Then
shalt thou call, and th~ Lord shall answer; thou shalt cry, and He
shall say, Here I am!" (Isaiah lviii. 9.)
And who so tender, so feeling of heart to sympathize with His
people a.s Jesus 1 Were I to break a bone, or needed an operation
to be performed, would it not soften my pain to fall into the hands
of a tender-hearted surgeon 1 Who doth not, or will not, see a
somewhat peculiarly sweet, and applicable to the name, when Jesus
says, "I am the Lord thy Surgeon!" Hail, Thou glorious J ehovahRophi! Be Thou the Lord who healeth me !-Dr. Hawker.
WE do love a quiet religion. Shall I be understood when I say that
there is far too much work, work, work, amongst religious people, and a
whirl of excitement is got into which is crushing to vital godliness and
growth in grace 1 I would not undervalue labours in the Master's cause
for a moment, if rightly directed, and with a single eye to His glory;
but is it so in the multiplied meetings of the day, every evening spent
in religious excitement, with a prominence of creature pride and
greatness 1 And as to that aspect of the religious world which is mixed
up with bands and drums and fifes, and other abominations, my soul
loathes it all. Reclaim the drunkard, turn the vicious and depraved
into paths of virtue, by all means, but do not call it "salvation," which
is not of man, but of God.- George Cowell.
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THE PORTRAIT.~THE HON. AND RIGHT REV. SAMUEL
WALDEGRAVE,
LATE BISHOP OF CARLISLE.
"THE memory of the just is blessed." The mind of God regarding our
relation to those who have had rule over us as our spiritual "guides,"
is plainly revealed in the Scriptures. We are bidden to remember those
who have spoken unto us the Word of God, to follow, or imitate, their
faith, and to consider their conversation. It is in obedience to these
Divine precepts that we feel constrained to record a brief statement of
our loving and dutiful remembrance of the late BISHOP WALDEGRAVE,
whose piety and learning, fidelity. to the distinguishing truths of the
Gospel, and uncompromising proclamation of the principles of the
Protestant Reformation, have left a permanent impress, not only on the
diocese over which he for nine years presided, but on the Church of
England itself. The relations between the writer and the beloved BISHOP
were of a truly sacred and most happy description. So long as life lasts,
the recollections of the ordination held by the BISHOP in Kendal Parish
Churcb, on the last day in May, 1863, will hold a foremost and cherished
place in the heart of one who esteemed it an exceptional privilege to
enter on the responsible work of a minister of the Gospel of the grace
of God under the eye and hand of so wise a counsellor, and so deeply
taught a father in Christ as Dr. WALDEGRAYE.
The space at command this month is too limited to allow of more than
a very brief and imperfect historic sketch of this devoted man of God.
Ennobled by birth, his dignified presence and gentle address were so
sanctified by grace that no Christian could converse with him for many
minutes and fail to realize an atmosphere of godliness, which left long
after a singular fragrance in the soul. SAMUEL WALDEGRAVE was the
second son of Admiral the EARL of WALDEGRAYE, C.B., and was born in
the year 1817. His preparatory education was conducted at Cheam,
under the pious and excellent Dr. MAYO, whose favourite pupil he was.
He entered Baliol College, Oxford, in 1836, and took double first-class
honours in 1839, his attainments in mathematics being such that the
examiners felt obliged to place him by himself in the first class in that
branch of study. He was ordained in 1 42, his first curacy being St.
Ebbe's, Oxford-a parish intimately associated with the names of faithful
Evangelical witnesses. A clever organizer, he succeeded in consolidating
a new ecclesiastical district in St. Ebbe's, and in building for it a church,
of which he was appointed the first incumbent by SIR ROBERT PEEL.
In 1839 he was elected Fellow of All Souls', but six years later he
vacated that honour by his marriage with JANE ANNE, eldest daughter
About this time
of FRANCIS PYlIf, Esq., of the Hazells, Bedfordshire.
he was appointed to the rectory of Barford St. Martin, near Salisbury.
In 1846 he was appointed Public Examiner to the University; and four
Vice-Chancellors named him as Select Preacher. He was also chosen
Bampton Lecturer, and, in 1853, delivered a learned and profoundly
scriptural series of discourses, which afterwards appeared under the title
of" New Testament Millennarianism." Probably, no work in the English
language advocates the historic interpretation of prophecy more l!;larnedly,
J
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convincinglY"and exhaustively-not to say more spiritually-than do these
Bampton Lectures. In 1857, the Lord Ohancellor appointed him a
Oanon of Salisbury Oathedral. On the translation of the excellent
BISHOP VILLIERS from the See of Oarlisle to that of Durham, LORD
PALMERSTON preferred Dr. WALDEGRAVE to the former.
His devotion to the spiritual interests of his responsible charge was
intense and unwearying. Indeed, in the words of the obituary of the
BISHOP, which appeared in the Times, "He broke down from overwork, and from over conscientiousness at his work.·' The maintenance
of the whole counsel of God was the absorbing object of his life,
whether in the· capacity of a humble curate, a parish pastor, or a bishop
of our Reformed Ohurch. He was first and foremost a preacher of the
Word. His acquaintance with the Hebrew and Greek originals of the
inspired Word was exceptionally deep and thorough. Few men could
approach him in ability as a critic of the mis-called "Higher Oritics,"
while his pulpit expositions of the sacred text were characterized by a
simplicity and lucidity which ever commanded the intelligence of the
keenest of his educated hearers, and the rapt attention of the humblest
members of the congregations he addressed. Whether preaching before
the cultured members of his University, or a small assemblage of
Oumberland or Westmoreland dalesmeD, his style was attractively
fervent, and his tones persuasively sympathetic, while his proclamation
of such unpopular doctrines as the Divine sovereignty, election by
grace, the special redemption of the Ohurch, and the utter perversion of
the will of man-as fallen-were enunciated without respect of persons.
Never can the writer forget an incident which may well be cited here,
in illustration of the BISHOP'S faithful declaration of the vicarious
atonement of the Lord Jesus ill behalf of His people. It was ODe of
the many kindly features in Dr. WALDEGRAVE'S character to feel and
show practical sympathy for the need of others, especially when they
belonged to the household of faith. Few things were more to his mind
~han to make a tour of the remote and small parishes in his scattered
diocese, and to liberate for a few weeks the parochial clergy, by
His Lordship on one
occupying their pulpits during their absence.
occasion visited the parish of Bassenthwaite under such conditions. The
writer of these lines, whose parochial charge adjoined the Skiddaw
parish, took the prayer-desk at the BISHOP'S request, and had the
privilege of hearing a powerful sermon on John iii. 14, la-the brazen
serpent. In the course of a faithful exposition of the passage the
preacher did not hesitate to affirm, in so many words, "My friends,
Ohrist endured the hell of His people!" What an epitome of sound
divinity! How rarely heard from any preacher's lips to-day-indeed,
is there a living Bishop on the bench who ever ventured to make that,
unqualified, truly Gospel, soul-satisfying proclamation ~
It was .ever the prayerful aim of BISHOP W ALDEGRAVE to find men
of full truth both to ordain to curacies and to place in the vacant
benefices in the See of Oarlisle. In the pursuance of this policy he
succeeded, and it cannot be doubted that the glorious Gospel of the
free grace of God spread throughout the northern diocese during the
nine years of this godly Bishop's administration with very extensive
spiritual results. A few of "WALDEGRAVE'S men "-as the uncom-
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promising advocates of Oovenant truth were often designated-remain
at their posts to this day, but only a few. Amongst the little band
may be named the Rev. TITUS E. LAURIE, Rector of Bewcastle, whose
name is beloved in the Ohurch of God.
Both Rationalism and Ritualism found in BISHOP W ALDEGRAVE a
potent antagonist; yet his methods of attack were always conceived
in a spirit of pity for those in error-there was no sign of bitterness
or rudeness in his opposition-While his arguments were invincible,
because founded intelligenHy on the Word of God, and being always
consistent with a masterly knowledge of ecclesiastical history, and
particularly of the history of the. Ohurch of Rome. He entertained
feelings of great apprehension of the possible ravages of sacerdotalism
in his beloved diocese, and expressed unqualified disapprobation when
a branch of the Romanizing English Ohurch Union was formed by
some of his clergy. In conjunction with the late Dean OLOSE, the
BISHOP preached a series of sermons in Oarlisle Oathedral on the
important difference between the office of a minister of Ohrist and that.
of a "sacrificing priest." Three editions of his valuable charge,
entitled "The Ohristian Ministry: not Sacerdotal, but Evangelistic,"
were published by Messrs. W. HUNT and 00., and it would be well if,
at the present crisis in the National Ohurch, a reprint of that unrivalled exposition of Reformation principles were issued in a popular
form. His vindication of the Irish Ohurch, on the occasion of Mr.
GLADSTONE'S disestablishment measure-although in politics a "Whig"
-was a singularly able tractate. Another volume from the pen of
this pattern BISHOP may not be left unmentioned. It is more than
"worth itS' weight in gold," as exhibiting God's salvation in all its
fulness, freeness, and efficacy. Its title alone is siol7Ilificant--" The Way
of Peace"-and its oI'ieoin was the pulpit of his University.
The BISHOP entertained a deep reverence for the doctrinal Puritans,
Dr. THOMAS GOODWIN being one of the divines of that school whom
he specially valued. He was "a lover of good. men," and was "given
to hospitality." Rose Oastle, his official residence, was the focus of
"the excellent iu the earth." The pri,ate chapel, in which family
worship was daily conducted with marked simplicity, offered the good
BISHOP constant opportunities for the exercise of his peculiar spiritual
gifts as an expositor and a teacher. The happiest recollections of his
ministrations in that sacred chamber are cherished by those who, upwards of thirty years ago, shared in them.
It is much to be regretted that a circumstantial and worthy memoir
of BISHOP WALDEGRAVE has never been prepared. Hundreds of biographies of personages far less influential and beneficial have appeared
since his lamented death in 1869. His last illness, which was borne
with exemplary patience and meek submission to the will of his heavenly
Father, was of an acutely painful and distressing character. No
murmur or repining was ever heard from him, but only expressions of
thankfulness at the relief which he was able to obtain from the
soothing remedies employed. One of his loved clergy, now also in
glory-a personal friend of the writer's-visited the dying BISHOP, and
heard from his lips a touching sentiment to the following effect: " I
thank God more and more for that little word 'thick' in the Scripture,
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'I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud,
thy sins; return unto Me, for I have redeemed thee.''' He had a
deep sense of sin and personal unworthiness. His views of the freeness
of redeeming grace were high and adoring. His spirit was thus
chastened, lowly, and tender.' Never were the tones of his softlybreathed' words in the pulpit so affecting as when he spoke of the
"poor sinner!"
.
The dying BISHOP evinced the deepest concern for the flock whom
the Lord had committed to his trust, one of his plaintive sayings
being, "I can leave my wife, I can leave my children; but oh, my
people, my people!" He sank to his rest on Friday, October 1st,
1869; the last articulate words he was heard to utter were the prayer
of the adorable Lord and Master, whom grace had taught him to love
so well, "Father, glorify Thy name! Gracious, loving Father·!"
When shall we see his like on the Episcopal bench again 1 Yet,
we know, "the Lord reigneth."
OHRIST'S FAMOUS TITLES.
"THE MIGHTY GOD."
THE Lord Jesus is true and. perfect God, and is to His blood-bought
children honey in the mouth, beauty in the eye, joy in the heart, and
music in the ear. "Let all their money perish with them who
esteem all the gold in the world worth one day's society in comparison
with Jesus Ohrist," said a great Marquis ..hen he was tempted with
money. Oh, Ohrist's members are the happiest, Ohrist's comforts are
the sweetest, Ohrist's rewards are the highest, Ohrist's precepts are the
purest, Ohrist's glory is the greatest, Christ's love is the truest, Ohrist's
riches are the most precious; He is the glory of God, the Paradise of
angels, the beauty of Heaven, and the Redeemer of men. He is
"the brightness of His Father's glory, the express image of His
Person; " He is the rich jewel in the cabinet of glory; He is the
sparkling Pearl. Whosoever hath Him cannot be poor, and whosoever
wants Him cannot be rich.
If Ohrist be true and perfect God, then Ohrist's members are the
greatest and the happiest. If Ohrist is God. Almighty's only Son,
believers are God Almighty's only daughters.
We read of God's
daughters in Psalm xlv. Ohrist is the King, believers are the QueeIi;
Ohrist is the Bridegroom, believers are the Bride; Ohrist is the Lamb,
believers are His wife (Rev. xxi. 9). Ohrist is as full of life to us as
Adam was full of death; Ohrist is as full of sweetness to us as Adam
was full of bitterness. Oh, the happiness of poor believers! " There
is therefore now no condemnation to' them that are in Ohrist Jesus."
.
(Rom. viii. 1).- William Dyer.
OOME sickness, sorrow, death itself, it is but a friend. "I have
loved thee with an everlasting love," &c. Remember, your security
depends not on your consolations. Remember, "What time I am
afraid; I will trust in Thee."-Watts Wilkinson.
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EPISCOPAL POLICY.
NUMEROUS indications in the ecclesiastical world point, with portentous
directness, to the probability that the present year will record grave
changes in connection with our National Church. The initiation of
certain of these impending developments must, we fear, be looked
for in the Episcopate. Of late the Bishops have displayed an
unmistakable disposition to enlarge the authority and extend the
jurisdiction hitherto pertaining to the Episcopal office, and that not
infrequently at the cost of the rights and liberties not only of the
laity but also of the clergy.
•
The Benefices Bills may be cited aE among recent instances of
attempted legislation on the lines. which"l\e ave indicated; while
the arbitrary operation of the Episcopal Veto, in the case of aggrieved
parishioners, has inflicted cruel injllstice on loyal Ohurchmen, and has
alienated from the Establishment large numbers of conscientious
Christians.
The moral pressure brought to bear on the younger
Evangelical clergy by their Bishops, especially at their ordination, has
assumed alarming dimensions, and many sad instances come to our
knowledge from time to time. All hope of preferment for curates of
Evangelical convictions is, in some dioceses-which might be named
-of the remotest description. Coercive interference with the rights
of free speech, when claimed by Protestant clergymen, is now frequently resorted to by our Bishops, and, too commonly, with success.
Unly a fortnight since, these columns recorded. two flagrant cases of
such Episcopal tyranny. The pretentious and entirely unwarranted
claims to sacerdotal powers set up by the two Archbishops, in the
name of the clergy of our Reformed Church, by way of reply to the
POPE, will yet bear bitter fruit.
Their effect cannot but be
disastrous to a certain class of minds, especially that which halts
between an Anglican reception of the fullest measure of Roman
doctrine, and open secession to the Church of Rome. The Archiepiscopal reply to LEO XIII., hough too transparently unhistoric to
mislead the more acute and honest-minded. among the Ritualists, will,
undoubtedly, confirm the great body of acerdotalists in their present
position. Thus, the leavening process will proceed more rapidly than
heretofore, and the final overthrow of the Establishment will be
The concentration of the Anglican
consequently precipitated.
Episcopate at Lambeth in July, to celebrate the thirteen-hundredth
anniversary of the Monk· AUGUSTINE'S arrival on our shores, is an
event-taken in connection with the present trend of Episcopal policy
-pregnant with perilous developments. The question of Corporate
Reunion will then necessarily come under review.
Archbishop
MACLAGAN'S unexplained visit to Germany and Russia at the present
time, accompanied by an expert authority on Eastern rites, has, in
the opinion of competent judges, a direct bearing on relations between
the Greek Church and our own. Thus public confidence in the
Episcopate is receiving a serious shock, and a conviction is growing
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that dangerous "experiments" are about to be tried by the Bishops
on our Reformed Church. Nor is the danger confined to the Church
of England. We are informed that considerable apprehension exists
among the more Protestant section of Irish Churchmen, lest their
Church should also be injuriously influenced by an Episcopal policy
formulated at the Lambeth Conference.
Moreover, at this critical juncture, we are startled by the proceedings of certain of the Bishops in regard to long-established usages
in the celebration of public worship. Bishop CREwmaN, for example,
has boldly ventured upon violating the time-honoured practice at
St. Paul's Cathedral in regard both to the conducting of Ordinations
and the administration of the Lord's Supper, while-as our columns
last week recorded-he lately introduced into the Consecration Service
at St. Etheldreda's, Fulham, a ceremonial, of which the Chu1'ch Times
says it has been affirmed "no such consecration had taken place in
the diocese since the time of Archbishop LAUD." It may, we fear,
be said, without in the least transgressing the limits of accuracy,
that his Lordship has thrown the full weight and influence of his
newly-acquired position as BISHOP of LONDON into the scale of
advanced Ritualism.
Taking all these facts together, the ou look for Evangelical truth
and Reformation principles is certainly an ominous one. Yet, there
remains to the faithful to remember, with encouragement and even
assurance, that "the Shepherd and Bishop of souls" is Head over all
things to His own redeemed Church, and that the Most High has
declared, "My counsel shall stand, and I will do all My pleasure."The English Churchraan.
=======
ANYTHING to me out of hell is a mercy. Though our sufferings
are great, let us think how great is that mercy which would not suffer
us to go on in our sins, which quickened us when dead in trespasses,
which called us out of darkness into marvellous light; yea, for the
great love wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead in sins,
He hath quickened us together with Christ. Though your sufferings
are great, think of that "far more exceeding and eternal weight of
glory" which the Lord in His sovereign and distinguishing grace has
prepared for you, having revealed your Covenant title to it in Christ,
by the quickening power and work of the Holy Spirit upon your
heart. Oh may you think of this, and put the weight of glory in
one scale, and your sad sufferings-for they have been and are indeed
sad-into the other, and see which preponderates.
urely our utmost
sorrow here must seem but like a feather weighed against a
mountain. Think of the wisdom, power, and love of a Covenant
God. His infinite wisdom permitted this affliction; His infinite power
has supported you under it hitherto, and can and will, I doubt not,
even unto the end. And, above all, think of His infinite love, which
has influenced Him to engage that this and all other things shall
work together for your good-that He will never fail you nor forsake
you till He has brought you~ safe to His kingdom, and that then
He will be your portion and your God for ever and ever.-Rev. Watts
Willcinson.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-W e are still greatly in need of money and books. We have
been compelled to cease sending literature to twelve different stations,
owing to a decrease in the amount of reading received as well as
money. At a time like the present, it is a great pity to have to
reduce the exports, but we feel obliged to work within our means.
The army and navy is a large and important field, and needs the
Gospel of Christ in all is pureness. May we again appeal for new
subscribers 1 I would like to point out hat this is the only Mission
working amongst soldiers and sailors that distributes free-grace readina. The following letter is from a friend whose wife looked forward
wi h the grea,es pleasure to the arrival of the GoSPEL MAGAZINE:I beg to return my sincere thanks for your kindness in sending UB
the books, they have been very comforting and profitable. My dear
partner looked forward with such delight at he thought of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE coming, but she will read it no more. It has pleased the
Lord to call her hence to her eternal home.
he had a ,ery long illness,
and longed to depart and be with Christ.
he prayed that the Lord
would give her patience to wait His appointed time, which He did.
She passed away without a sigh or struggle, falling asleep in Jesus, and
left a comfortable testimony that all was well with her.
Again thanking you,
Yours very truly,
A~"'N EVERA.RD BRIDER.

1, Wilton Place, Salisbury} Ap1'il 6th, 1897.

THE NINETY-FIRST P"ALM.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-A day or two ago, in a time of great perplexity and trial,
hedged up and hemmed in on all sides, I accidentally, (1) in turning
over the leaves of my Bible, saw, as I had never noticed before, the
heading of the precious ninety-first Psalm. It gave me such comfort
in my rouble that I felt I must pass it on to others who may be
, imilarly circumstanced.
L The state of the godly. Dwelling in the secret place of the most
High abiding under the shadow of the Almighty.
H. Their safety. "Surely He shall deliver thee from the snare of
the fowler," &c.
m. Their habitation. "Because thou has made the Lord, which is
my refuge, even the most High, thy habitation; there shall be no
evil befall thee," &c.
IV. Their servants-angels. "He shall give His angels charge over
thee," &c.
V. Their Friend, with the etlects of them all-J ehovah Himself. " Be-

304

The Gospet M agazt"ne.

cause He hath set His love upon Me, therefore will I deliver him,
••.. He shall call upon Me and I will answer him: I wi'-J be with
him in trouble; I will deliver him and honour him. With long life
will J satisfy him, and show him My salvation." Truly, the child of
God may well exclaim with the bride in the Canticles, "His mouth is
most sweet: yea, He is altogether lovely. This is my Beloved, and
this is my Friend, 0 daughters of Jerusalem." Oh to realize at
all times, even when the flesh shrinks from trial, and when heart and
strength fail, the preciousness of the fact that, come what may, the
believer has J ehovah for his Refuge, his Habitation, and his Friend,
angels for his servants, and the promise of eternal life beyond.
Devizes.
Yours sincerely,
E. M. P.
BELIEVERS' GOLDE~ CHAIN.
children of God, let me beseech you to love one another. Oh that
I could but speak out how much I desire the love of one another! Oh, it
will be a happy day when all the people of God are knit together in love,
in union, and affection! If the Lord had commanded some great thing it
might have been excused; but, alas! it is no more but to love our
But you may say, "How should we believers love one
brethren.
another ~ " I answer: You should higWy est~m one another as pearlR
in comparison of other men; so doth <ffid call His people His jewels,
His treasure, His portion; and calls the wicked men dogs, vipers, swine,
briers, and thorns. You should be very high in one another's affections;
you should delight in the company of one ano her. God delight" in the
society of His saints, so should you. You should be always ready to help
one another, and to do good to one ano her, and communicate one to
another. Remember the words of our dear Lord and Masuer, who said,
"It is more blessed to give than to receive." Admonish one another;
exhort one another j provoke one ano her to love and good works;
sympathize one with another. Fellow members should be fellow feelers;
so did Moses, and Jeremiah, and old Eli-his heart was broken before
his neck wa-s broken. Dear children of God, again I say, love one
another, for He calls us to love who Himself is Love.-Anon.
DE~

A TRAYELLI G merchant, who was in the habit of making AN DREW
SUTHERLAND'S house a halting place, arrived there one Saturday evening.
He was, of course, asked to remain over the Sabbath, and share with the
family on that the last meal that the house could furnish. Next morning, as the stranger was about to leave, his host said, " Stop; you must
not go without your breakfast." ANDREW'S wife whispered to her husband, "Don't you know we have nothing left to breakfast upon ~" He
replied aloud, "Put the dishes on the table." Then, retiring, he knelt
down to pray, beginning thus: "Lord, emptiness is our side of the
Covenant j fulness is Thy side of it--here is our emptiness; where is Thy
fulness ~" and so continued till interrupted by a knock at the house
door, when a neighbour entered bearing victuals, cooked and ready to be
eaten.-From "Ministers and Men in the Far NOf'th," by the Rev.
A. Auld.
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DEEP THINGS OF GOD.
AN EDIFYING LETTER,
DEAR CHRISTIAN FRIEND,-Knowing your very special and peculiar
interest in the subject appointed for our recent Conference meeting, I could
have wished yJU had been present, but the measure of affliction which
falls to your lot rendering this impossible, I would fain send you a few
lines (the Lord enabling me) relating thereto. It devolved as usual upon
Mr. 0-- to open the meeting, and the subject, unequalled in depth and
solemnity, was l!tid out before us with that characteristic aptitude which
is so marked in those who are endued with "the double portion;" but I
shall not soon forget the long and painful silence which followed; each
one seemed oppressed with the line of inquiry suggested, namely, when did
the penal sufferings of Christ commence ~ in what did they consist ~
what was their extent 1 and I do not think you would have been free
from the influence of that feeling had you been present. Doubtless the
silence was very diverse in its effects, one present declaring he had profited
much thereby; but if! am not greatly mistaken, it was very disappointing,
if not grievous, to Mr. 0--, who, in the institution of this monthly meet·
ing, is, I apprehend, rather. wishing to trace the fruit of the ministry of the
Spirit by his instrumentality or otherwise, as that fruit shall discover
itself in the utterances of a ripened understanding in the deep things of
God falling from the lips of those who by the ministry of the Word are
fed with knowledge and with understanding. He would rather recognise
in the meeting an opportunity for "him that is taught in the Word to
communicate to him that teacheth in all good things," than that it should
simply resolve itself into an extra night for the ordinary preaching of the
Word. I regret that we are not oftener favoured with home meditations
upon the subjects brought before us from time to time-thoughts well
weighed in the balance of the sanctuary, and carefully matured by comparing spiritual things with spiritual in the Lord's light. The silence
suggested to me that the members, one and all; had come as listeners and
gleaners only, which may be so far congenial in that it involves neither
sacrifice of time nor mental effort, but such a course, if persisted in, would
certainly be fatal to the Conference.
After much entreaty and the singing of a very sweet hymn upon "the
Breaker," the silence was at length broken by Mr. H--, who apologized
for the quietude on behalf of all present in a very nice manner, and gave expression to two or three nice thoughts in reference to the sufferings of the
human soul of Christ, as far outweighing in intensity the sufferings of His
body, qualifying his remarks by quoting the weighty observation of an old
divine, who averred that" the soul sufi'erings of Christ were the soul of
His sufferings," a truth to which you will add your solemn Amen. His
remarks were followed by a few nice, though very brief, observations
from Mr. H--, but on the whole it was manifest to me that the subject
was too profoundly deep for most present, and was more suitable for
individual meditation in the secret silence of the mind than for a comparatively public meeting of Christian people of various degrees of growth.
Doubtless those penal sufferings commenced actually, as Mr. 0 - suggested, " as soon as the Son of God took our nature "into union with
His Divine Person;" and being circumcised on the eighth day, the law:
x

306

The GosjJel Magazine.

recognised Him as a debtor to perform all its precepts; but there seemed
(as it appeared to me, and still appears) a want of clearness in the minds or
some present as to the period of their cessation. An impression seemed
to prevail that the penalty did not cease to rest upon Him until the morning of the resurrection, founded upon that passage (see Acts ii. 24).
"Whom God raised up, having loosed the pains (or penalties) of death,
because it was not possible that He should be holden of it." But this
passage, with its context, is specially relating to the resurrection of His
flesh, which should rest in hope, in the sure confidence expressed in the
memorable words (see Psalm xvi. 10), "For Thou wilt not leave My
soul in hell (my naphesh in shol, or the grave, as interpreted to us by
Mr. A-- many times), neither wilt Thou suffer Thy Holy One to see
corruption." I believe that the full pressure of the burning wrath of
vindictive justice was reserved to that period of darkness, which prevailed from the sixth to the ninth hour, and that that penalty which
rested upon His sacred Person as the Surety of His people was fully _
expended when He cried, "It is finished;" and for this reason, that at
that moment" the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top
to the bottom." Yes,the cup, which could by no means pass from Him
(personally as the Ohurch's Surety) except He drank it, was now removed,
and His holy soul, loosed from the pains (the curse) of death, winged
its triumphant way to the bright realms of glory, to claim possession
of His mediatorial crown as the" King of Peace," "having made peace
by the blood of His cross" (mark, not by lying in the grave).
If penality rested upon His sinless body while in the grave, where
was His soul during that period ~ and how or in what sense shall
we understand that "His flesh restecl in hope 1" There is, I believe,_
a deep mystery in these three hours of darkness, and also in the fact
of that precious body perfuming the chambers of the grave until the
morning of the third day. Shall I suggest a key ~ Remember, then,
how the bones of J oseph were carried by the Israelites all through
the wilderness, and observe particularly the place where and the
period when they were buried. (See Joshua xxiv. 32). They are not
mere meaningless incidents recorded without purpose, but representative periods, which are full of instruction; and I think, if we can
associate in our minds the fact of the Ohurch's existence under three
distinct dispensations, with the three-fold agonizing cry in the Garden
of Gethsemane, and the three hours of darkness while upon the cross,
we ~hall come to an understanding of the mind of the Spirit which
shall be in perfect harmony with the whole tenor of God's Word,
concerning the crucified Redeemer having "tasted death for every
man." " The cup which My Father has given Me, shall I not drink it ~ "
The penalty due to tha sins of the Ohurch in each of the three
periods of her existence was in that cup, and the humanity of the
God-man Mediator shuddered at the bitterness thereof, but an angel
came and strengthened him, and, being strengthened, He received
it from His Father's hand, saying, "Not My will, but Thine
be done." 'Let the voice from Horeb limit our approach to gaze upon
the mighty wonder, "why the bush is not burnt." "Moses, Moses,
draw not Iligh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the
place whereon thou standest is holy ground." We may not press
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beyond the barrier of revelation to peer into those "secret things
which belong to the Lord our God," but the record of those two glorious
sights which were seen at the same memorable place most surely invites
our solemn meditation. For myself, I am fully persuaded that they
both point our faith to the awful transactions of Gethsemane and
Calvary. It is (to me) remarkable that the first was witnessed by
the representative of the law, the second by the representative of
the prophets. When the Lord was about to make known to Moses
the purposes of His favour toward Israel, and to invest him with
a soleinn commission to go forth in His name, He constrained
him to approach the holy mount where, in the fulness of time
He would accomplish the destruction of the works and power
of the antitypical Pharaoh and all his hosts, and we thus read, "And
the Angel of the Lord appeared unto Moses in a flame of fire out of
the midst of a bush: and he (Moses) looked, and, behold, the bush
burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed."
This revelation thus made to Moses of the means whereby this grand
end (the removal of the curse of a broken law) should be brought
about is the significant preface to the opening of "the glorious ministry
of condemnation." I know not what your thought may be concerning
this mighty mystery, but my faith views it as setting before us the
complex nature of this "Angel of the Lord" who thus addressed
Moses, saying, "I am the God of thy fa her, he God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.' Observe how the record
stands, "The Angel of the Lore). appeared unto Moses in a flame of
fire, out of the midst of a bush; and, behold., the bush burned with
fire, and the bush was not consumed." In.his burning bush we have
(so I humbly conceive) a lively type of ha human nature which the
eternal Son of God, in the fulness of ime, took into union with His
Divine Person,' tha thereby He migh become the Mediator of His
Church, fulfilling therein every jo and ti tIe of God's righteous law on
her behalf, and enduring herein all that penalty which was due
to her sins, to deliver her from he cnrse of the law, being made a
curse for her; and inasmuch as the voice was heard by Moses out of
the midst of this burning bush, we see how indissoluble is the
marvellous union of this prepared body with the Divine Person of the
Church's glorious Substitute.
In our musings upon the penal sufferings of the Lord Jesus, never
should we mentally separate His human nature from His Divine
Person, for then, instead of faith beholding the grand and glorious
union of two natures in the one Divine Person of our Surety, reason
gazes upon a divided Christ. The language of inspiration will ever
sa isfy true "faith that worketh by love." "Unto us a Child is born,
unto us a Son is given, and His name shall be called Wonderful."
Think (as you may be enabled) how the fire of vindictive justice
burned in that" furnace of affiiction," that" green olive tree," while
suspended upon the cross, suffering the hidings of His Father's face,
which filled up His cup of sorrow to the overflowing, and pressed from
His anguished lips the dolorous cry, "My God, my God, why hast Thou
forsaken Me 1" and learn the grand secret at "the place of skull,"
why this burning bush was not consumed. Its life was hid in God, and
x 2
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could not be taken from Him by man, but was voluntarily surrendered
by Himself on her behalf for whom He became Surety.
If once we are left to think of heaven deprived of the glorious
presence of the co-equal and co-eternal Son of God, that moment we
10lle sight of the glory of His Person as He here revealed Himself to
Moses, saying, "I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. I have surely seen the affliction
of My people which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason
of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows, and am come down to
deliver them from the hand of the Egyptians." But whereas the glory
of this first sight was witnessed by the representative of the law at
the very commencement of His ministration, which is called by the
Apostle "the ministration of condemnation," and "the ministration
of death," because of the "broken tables" by which it is
represented, we observe that the second was not witnessed by the
representative of the prophets until the end of the days of his tribulation ;
for remember, we do not read that Jezebei with all her emissaries was
able to exert any more power over this typical representative of "the
ministration of righteousness," which so far exceeded in glory the
ministration of condemnation and death, in that it was represented by
the two tables which were "hewn like unto the first," and were never
broken, but found a safe and glorious resting-place in the ark within
the vail; and was also ultimately associated with an ascension glory
(see 2 Kings ii. 11). Remember, it was not until after the forty days'
journey to the mount of God that the prophet wa~ bidden to go forth
and stand upon the rock before the Lord, while the wind, the earthquake, and the fire spent their fury, and after that the" still small voice"
was heard, "It is finished."
You will perceive, then, that these wondrous sights to which I
have invited your attention more directly point our faith to those
penal sufferings which were endured by the Lord Jesus upon Mount
Oalvary, when "the winds blew, and the rains descended, and the
floods came and beat upon that house," which fell not, because it
was founded upon the Rock of eternal ages. These are the waters
which I have looked upon as being more awfully penal in that they
were waters which "came down from above" (Josh. ill. 16), when
"it pleased the Lord to bruise Him, to put Him to grief, and to
make His soul an offering for sin," as they seem to me to represent rather the .curse itself, while I han thought that the waters
from beneath have represented the consequences of that curse. They
were immediately connected with that passive obedience by 'which
the work of redemption was accomplished, as it is written, "Ohrist
hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse
for us." The fountains of the great deep were broken up, but the
waters from beneath, having lifted up this glorious Ark, could do no
more than draw from His sacred lips the breath of prayer for His
cruel enemies, "Father, forgive them, for they know not what they
do." It was the awful bitterness of soul-desertion that drank up
His 'spirits and produced that ,amazement of grief which found
expression in the 3gonizing cry," My God, my God, why hast Thou
forsaken Me 1"
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According to the little measure of light that at present dawns upon
me regarding these most solemn matters, I venture modestly to express
to you my thought, that the bitterness of these penal waters from abov-e
was wholly associated with the work of redemption from the curse;
and in support of this view, let me remind you that in the awful
type they were reserved until the ark was finished, and 'Noah
and his family securely shut therein; and also refer you to· Gethsemane, whither the Saviour went to receive from His Father's hand
that bitter cup, at which His holy nature shuddered after the completion of that robe of righteousness which He spent His life to
weave, saying, "I have finished the work Thou gavest Me to do."
But if we turn to Genesis iii. 18, 19, we shall there see that the
curse pronounced upon the first Adam was immediate in its consequences, which were to extend over his whole life, and to culminate
in death, so that the former life, which in its nature, being Godderived, was pure and holy, and capable of uninterrupted communion
with God, became immediately exposed to a daily crucifixion from
that corruptible seed which the serpent bad succeeded in sowing in
the heart of his bride, exposed to a death-struggle in that warfare
from which there can be no discharge so long as life shall last. " I
will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed
and her seed; it shalt bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his
heel." The first Adam was a figure of Him tha was to come as
the Resurrection and the Life, inasmuch as that life was first which
is spiritual (in a qualified sense which would not apply to any other),
and afterward that which is natural, and also inacsmuch as that
spiritual life had become exposed to the penalty of hat curse through
union, "He hearkened unto the voice of his wife." His sufferings
were intensified by the remembrance of he glory of his former condition, as day by day his soul became pierced by the thorns and
thistles brought forth by the sin-cursed earth; His daily morsel was
procured "in the sweat of his face." Banished from· his blissful
home, he met with nothing in the world's wide waste that was congenial to him; his name is unassociated with any worldly confederacy,
he founded no temporal kingdom, he waged no carnal warfare, he
built no earthly city, but went up and down in the earth as a
man of sorrows and acquainted with grief, exposed continually to
the fierce temptations of his implacable enemy who daily hunted
for the precious life, as it is written, "Cursed is the ground for
thy sake; in· sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life;
thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee, and thou
shalt eat the herb of the field." In this dark picture there is a
shadowing forth of the nature of those penal sufferings which afflicted
the dear Redeemer from the manger to the cross; afflictions· from
beneath, which went on increasing continually till the dreadful day
of atonement came; then how fearful was the concentration of these
"waters from beneath," and those still more dreadful "waters which
came down from above I, upon the glorious Person of Him of whom
the solemn testimony is recorded, "He made' Him to be sin for us,
who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God
in Him" (2 Cor. v. 21).
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I will only venture to suggest a thought as to the nature of those
penal sufferings which attended the whole crucified life of "the Man
of Sorrows and acquainted with grief," as the solemn consequence of
His suretyship engagements, and leave you to muse (as the Lord the
Spirit may enable you) over the humiliating circumstances of His birth
(Matt. viii. 20). The malice of Satan, as exemplified in the cruelty of
Herod; the fierce temptations of the arch enemy in person; the
scorn, the contempt, the neglect, the villifying reproach and bitter
persecution. of His creatures; these are some of the bitter herbs of
the field, which were mingled with His daily morsel, as He went
about doing nothing but good; but how inconceivably awful must have
been the sufferings of this precious "Bread-corn," when bruised and
pressed between the nether and the upper millstones upon the accursed
tree. Surely you will unite with the Psalmist, and say, "If it had not
been the Lord who was on our side, when men rose up against us,
then they had swallowed us up quick, when their wrath was kindled
against us: then the waters had overwhelmed us, the stream had gone
over our soul. . . . . Blessed be the Lord, who hath not given us as a prey
to their teeth. Our soul is escaped as a bird out of the snare of the
fowlers; the snare is broken, and we are escaped. Our help is in
the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth (Psalm cxxiv).
May it be your lot and'mine to live day by day in the sweet assurance of personal interest in the doing and suffering of the once
crucified, but now risen and exalted Saviour, is the earnest prayer of
Yours in the best of bonds,
Islington, May 20th, 1873.
J. S. PORTER.
"IN the times of the prosperity of the Ohurch," said the late
J OSEPH MACKAY, "the Lord's servants ploughed with four horsesfaith, love, discernment, and zeal; but as the Ohurch declined, faith
became lame, love got sick, discernment lost the sight of an eye, and
zeal died, so that many do the work with the two horses of carnal
reason and human learning."-From "Men and Ministers of t7U3 Far
NO'dh," by tlU3 Rev. A. Auld.

How precious ought this blessed Book to be unto us! A. Book
which contains everything calculated to promote our happiness here
and hereafter; a Book which reveals those glorious truths of the everlasting Gospel, which have supported the people of God from the
beginning, and will be their support and comfort to the consummation
of all things. These blessed truths animated the confessors of old,
and inspired the martyrs with courage, so that they rejoiced even in
the prospect of a cruel and agonizing death. A.nd these truths now
inspire the heart of every true follower of Jesus with unfeigned love
and gratitude to his Divine Lord and Master. Can we give a greater
proof of depravity than by despising such a Book ~ Prize it, my
friends, above your necessary food. Bear with me while I intreat
you, by everything that is sacred or that is dear to you, if you love
your own souls, if you desire eternal happiness, or fear eternal misery,
search the Scriptures as a means of avoiding the one and obtaining the
other.-Waits Wilkinson.

The Gospel Magazine.

311

PROFITABLE EMPLOY FOR GRACE-TAUGHT SOULS.
"Consider Him."-HEBREWS xii. 3,
LET us consider Him in His glorious Person-the great God-man, "the
same yesterday, to-day, and for ever." Let us "consider Him" in His
infinite condescension. How vast this subject is! Jehovah incarnate,
obeying and fulfilling His own broken law, and pouring out His most
precious blood for the redemption of His rebellious children. Oh, how
this blessed truth is calculated by the Spirit's teaching to soften our
hard and ice-bound hearts, and draw forth tears of love to Him.
. Let us "consider Him" as our inexhaustible Treasury, out of which He
dispenses to His chosen people all the blessings of grace and mercy. This
sweet view of Him should reconcile us to all His painful and trying
dealings with us in the wilderness, and keep us from the sin of
murmuring and discontent. " Consider" the wonderful sacrifice of
Himself-a full atonement for all our sins and a full discharge of all our
debts. "Consider" the everlasting righteousness of Christ as the complete justification of the redeemed before the Eternal Judge j this is our
security amidst all the storms of time and our glorious ornament for
ever.
Let us also "consider Him" in His infinite suitableness to us in all
the circumstances of our journey through this vale of tears, and all we
can possibly need for healing, comfort, food, clothing is in Him.
" Consider Him" in the tender expression of His love, "Oome unto Me,
$
I will give you rest j" ., I will in no wise cast you out."
And let us " consider Him" as a tender, loving, sympathizing Friend, who"
.having once loved, will love to the end.-Spiritual Magazine, 1826.
A CHILD of God may be easily deprived of his earthly portion;
how many have los
heir earthly portions by storms at sea, by
fire, by fraud and deceit, by force and violence. But-blessed truth ! Hod is a portion that the fire cannot burn, nor the floods drown,
nor the thief steal, or any enemy take away by force or fraud. Our
gold and silver may be taken from us, but our God cannot be taken
from us. The Chaldeans plundered dear old Job's estate, but they
could not rob him of his God. The Amalekites burned Ziklag, and
plundered David and robbed him, but they could not deprive him of
his God. Till weakness can make a breach upon the Lord of hosts,
a saint's portion is safe and secure indeed. Ob, what a most precious
truth it is, that our God and Father is so united to His dear people
by His everlasting love, by His everlasting Covenant, by the blood of
His dear Son, by His oath, and by that wonderful relation that exists
between Him and them, that no created power shall ever be able to
deprive them of Him. How truly happy are those who through
sovereign grace can say, "The Lord is my portion." All tbe gold 01
Ophir and all the treasures of this world are nothing-yea, less than
nothing-compared with our God and Father in Christ. Oh that we
may value more than ever this blessed and most priceless portion in
the coming year !-B1'ook's "Noah's Ark."
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE CrISIS in the East has not yet passed away, and in some respects,
at the time at which we write, it appears to be as acute as ever. Crete
is not yet pacified, fierce fighting between the opposing forces there is
only checked by the intervention of the allied fleet; and vast bodies of
soldiers are waiting on each side of the Grecian-Turkish frontier, closely
watching each other, and ready at any moment to engage in deadly conflict.
The allied Powers seem to be doing their very best to prevent war
but their task is an extremely difficult one.
SOME interesting particulars are published, in the last number of the
Sunday at Home, of the Jews in Palestine. It state~ that "something
like 50,000 Jews are, at the present time, living in Palestine. . . .
According to statistics for the current year, it would seem that more
than half of these reside in Jerusalem. The present population of the
Holy City is estimated at a little over 45,000, of whom 28,000 are of
the children of Israel, the remainder being made up of almost equal
numbers of Mohammedans and Christians. In David's old capital of
Hebron, in a population of 14,295, there are 1,429 Jews; in Jaffa, 2,970;
in Gaza, 75; in Acre, 215 ; in Haifa, 810; in Sidon, 780; in Tiberias,
3,200; and in Safed, 6,620. In BetWehem, a place which awakens, in
the heart of a Christian, so many memories that are tender and
beautiful, there are only three Jews, in a population of 6,647-a doctor
and two workmen; and in Nazareth, with a population of 9,500, of
whom 6,500 are Christians, there is not a single member of the
Hebrew faith. But in addition to these dwellers in towns, most of
whom are either traders, or engaged in handicrafts, there is a Jewish
population of about 4,000 scattered over the country, in the form of
iimall agricultural colonies. These are mostly of quite recent growth,
being largely the result of the private benevolence of rich Jews
directed to the assistance of poverty-stricken, and persecuted coreligionists from Russia and Roumania. Probably one of the most
flourishing of these is in the neighbourhood of Jaffa, where a considerable
tract of land is worked by the agl'icultural school there, and produces
fruits and vegetables for the markets of Jerusalem, Bayreuth, and
Alexandria. Jaffa oranges are eagerly SOught for, even in London.
During the past year, the Jewish colonists in the neighbourhood of
Jaffa planted no less than 15,000 fresh vines; and in one colony northeast of Jaffa, a successful attempt has been made at dairy farming. In
the tract of hill country known at the time of our Lord as Judea,
there are'four colonies, and in Syria and Galilee three others, of which
the most important is Rosh Pinnah, north-east of Tiberias, and
beautifully situated on the slopes of a hill overlooking that historic lake.
Rosh Pinnah is devoting itself with much success to the production of
silk, in addition to the usual agricultural products. Near the waters of
Merom there is a most interesting and successful colony, Yesod-
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Hamaalah, where extensive plantations are being made of rose trees,
acacia, and anise, for the manufacture of perfume. On the other side of
Jordan, there are two wheat.growing colonies, which export their surplus
produce to Jerusalem, and the coast, on camels, and to whom the
building of the projected ·Trans-Jordanic Railway will be a great boon.
Altogether, these active colonists have now some 40,000 acres under
cultivation in the old land. Their settlement there appeals to our
sympathy and imagination, and we ::an only wish them God-speed, and
trust thltt their industry and enterprise may soon result in bringing
back prosperity to the land, which once flowed with milk and honey."
IT is now seven years since a proposal was made to place a steamer
on the lake Victoria Nyanza, in Africa, where it was thought that it
would be of essential service in facilitating communication with Uganda
and the neighbouring lands. A recent letter from Bishop TUCKER
announces the arrival of the steamer. The Bishop says, writing to
the RfXO'rd: "It will, I am sure, be a satisfaction to many of your
readers who so generously contributed to the' Nyanza Steamer Fund,'
to learn that the Ruwenzori, which was put together at Muanza, at the
south end of the lake, has safely reached Buganda. The contractors
(Messrs. PRICE, BOUSTEAD, and CO.) have so satisfactorily carried out
the terms of the contract that Archdeacon W.A.TKIX, as representing the
C.M.S., has been enabled to grant the certificate required by the agreement. Many, I am sure, will join in earnest prayer that this steamer,
the first to reach Buganda, may be the means of untold blessing to
the peoples of Central Africa."
ONE of the colporteurs of the British and Foreign Bible Society in
Persia has been arrested under peculiar circumstances. His name is
BENJAMIN, and it appears that on January 29th a Mohammedan mob
gathered for the purpose of carrying off three lads, converts of the
C.M.S. mission. Mr. T. CLAlR TIsDALL was determined to run all risks
in protecting them, and BENJAMIN, seeing the danger, decided to go with
him, though he had himself already -been roughly handled and robbed of
his watch, a present from Dr. BRUGE. During the scuffle, a stone
aimed at 'B11N:l1l1liIN is saia. to have s crack a'Mobammedan on tbe eyebrow.
A fortnight after, this man died, and, though his death was certified
to be due to natural causes, BENJAMIN was charged with his murder.
He was advised to escape, but decided to give himself up through our
Consul to the Prince Governor, and he remains in custody with a
chain round his neck. The Prince Governor seems ready to protect
him, and, indeed, is in a position of some difficulty. The Foreign
O~ce has also given attention to the matter.
The case compels the
more sympathy, as BENJ.A.MIN incurred this trumped.up charge, not
as a colporteur, but in his efforts to share the dangers of a European
missionary.
THE May meetings are just commencing. They are increasing in
number yearly, and now extend considerably beyond the actual month
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of May. There are rumours abroad that some of the great societies
will have to report serious deficits. If these rumours are well-founded,
there is much reason for regret, as it may mean that it will be
necessary for them to retrench their useful· labours, rather than-as
we should be glad to see-extending them; but it is to be hoped
that their supporters will rally round them more zealously than ever,
and that He who owns the silver and the gold will incline His
people's hearts to contribute liberally to prevent that retrenchment.
WE are sorry to see that the nation's drink bill for last year was
greatly in excess of the previous year, and that it amounted to the
enormous sum of £148,972,230. This is £6,500,000 more than in
the previous year, and exceeds the expenditure of any former year.
The causes which led to this enormously high expenditure are difficult
to discover, but Christian workers in the poorer parishes of our great
cities and towns know only too well what are its effects. It is time
that the whole Church awoke to the fact that we are face to face
with a gigantic evil which is a menace to the spread of the Gospel,
and which lies at the root of the greater portion of many other
deplorable evils.
THE noble Christian African chieftain, KHAMA, who recently visited
our shores, is again greatly concerned lest, by the introduction of
railways, the drink traffic should be ext.ended amongst his people.
He well knows what the results would be, and he has written a
strong letter upon the subject addressed to the Liquor Traffic United
Committee, or, as he styles the Committee, "To the Assembly of
those who help Nations of Strangers in resisting Liquors." In it he
says: "I rejoiced exceedingly as when I saw you in England, you
who are big men; I am thankful because you stand in the word
which you spoke to us in England. And concerning liquor, I am
still trying, but I do not think that I can succeed. Here in our
country there are Europeans who like liquor exceedingly, and they
are not people who like to save a nation, but to seek that a nation
may be destroyed by liquor; and they are not people who like to
be persuaded in the matter of liquor; but you who are people of
importance in England, I know that you like to save people so that
they may live in the land. And I cause you to know that we have
seen the path of the train in our land. And concerning the path of the t.rain I rejoice exceedingly. But I say concerning the path of
the train there is something in it which I do not like among
you, it is the little houses which will be in the path to sell liquor
in them. I do not like them, for my people will buy liquor in them.
And I say help me in this matter, for it is a thing which will kill
the nation. And I cause you to know because you are people who
do not like nations to be destroyed in the land. Now I end (my
words). I say be greeted, my honoured friends. To see your ink is
like seeing you in England. Your friend, KHAMA." Surely, this
touching appeal from a converted heathen chieftain ought to meet
with a ready and sympathetic response.

-;-

The Gospel Mag-azz"ne.

315

THE Secretary of the Working Men's Lord's Day Rest Association,
Mr. CHARLES HILL, has issued a special request that a week of prayer and
special services should be appointed, to draw attention to the important
subject of the observance of the Lord's Day, and to stir up Christian
people to offer special prayers that this Divine gift and inestimable
blessing may be preserved to our country and our race. He says:"Perhaps we are suffering now from the great inroads which are being
made on the Sabbath institution by the secular forces, because we have
failed in our duty as a Christian nation to pray and work for the
preservation of the Sabbath. I have been struck by the fact that in
the public prayers offered in our churches and schools reference is seldom
made to the Sabbath. Our Christian leaders pray constantly for our
'Queen and country and rulers, for personal and spiritual blessings, for
Qur homes and friends and missions, for temperance, peace, and holiness;
why not also pray every Lord's Day that the people may be inclined
to love, honour, and reverence the Sabbath, and that those who,
through ignorance or wickedness, are aiming to overthrow the Lord's
Day, and make it an amusement dllY ·for some and a day of toil for
others, may be led to see what a calamity they are helping to inflict
on our country and race ~ I shall be very glad to send papers relating
to the 'week of prayer,' and information for those who will preach
sermons, to all who will send for them."
THE annual report of the National Lifeboat Institution gives particulars
of most valuable work accomplished in the saving of life and property
around our coasts during last year. It states that "the last three
years have been somewhat remarkable for the absence of any long continuance of stormy weather, and the year 1896, taking it altogether,
proved to be one of the finest and quietest years experienced during
the last decade. Whole weeks passed without a single lifeboat being
launched on service, and it was only, speaking generally, in the early
and closing months of the year that the services of the lifeboats and
their crews were frequently called for. Whenever these were needed,
however, there was no timid hanging back, and many a shipwrecked
mariner was gallantly rescued by them. The heaviest gales of the year
occurred on Septemher 25th and OctQber 8th. During the first of
these twenty-five lifeboats were launched, resulting in the saving of
twenty-four lives and the landing of eight other persons from vessels
in distress, as a precautionary measure j while during the second gale
mentioned, seventeen lifeboats were launched, resulting also in the saving
of twenty-four lives and the landing of thirty-nine other persons from
vessels in dangerous positions. An enormous amount of damage was
done, particularly on the west coast, to the lifeboat houses, stages, slipways, &c., during these two gales. The tide which accompanied the
gale of October 8th was alleged to have been the highest, in many
places, on record. Only one life-boatman lost his life on service during
the year, and that .from an accident not in any way due to the lifeboat. The grand list of services includes the saving of 312 lives and
much valuable property, twenty vessels having been rescued from total
or partial loss, besides which scores of fishing boats returning from the
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fleets would have been unable to make the harbours, and would probably have been wrecked had it not been for the important assistance
of the lifeboats. Altogether the boats were launched for service 341
times during the year, and the crews of lifeboats also assembled on fortynine other occasions in readiness to go off in the boats should their services
be Fequired. Rewards were also granted by the Institution for the
saving of 149 lives by means of shore-boats during the year, bringing
up the total number of lives for the saving which the Society granted
rewards in 1896 to 461, and to 39,815 since 1824. The cost of maintaining the Institution's fleet of 298 lifeboats in thorough efficiency is
increasingly heavy, and the amount received in annual subscriptions
and accruing from assured income is insufficient for the purpose.
A WORK of really national importance-for its influence is felt in
some measure over the whole country-is in special need of additional
support, namely, Dr. BARNARDO'S work amongst the poor waifs and strays
of London and the provinces. Mr. HOWARD WILLIAMS, chairman of the
committee which manages Dr. BARNARDO'S Homes, writes :-" Permit us
through your columns to direct public attention to the serious fact that,
owing to the natural prominence given to the claims of the Indian Famine
Fund, the QUEEN'S Jubilee Nursing Fund, and the PRI CE of WALES'S
Hospital Fund, many other well-known charities, which are wholly
dependent upon the benevolence of the public, have already suffered
this year so considerable a shrinkage of income that unless the importance of the subject is speedily recognised useful work may be paralyzed
in some direction while it is being stimulated in others. The case of
Dr. BARNARDO'S Homes is especially to the point. Established in 1866,
without endowment and wholly dependent upon the freewill offerings
of the benevolent and philanthropic public, they are sensitive to every
ebb and flow of the tide of benevolence. Already 32,000 children of
the waif and stray and orphan class have been rescued by the Institu.
tions, and for the most part educated, trained, and placed out in life.
Nearly 9,000 of these have been emigrated under the wisest conditions
to our colonies, where they are doing admirably. To-day 5,000 orphan
waifs are actually being maintained in the Homes, the very largest
family of this class in the whole world, and every twenty-four hours
eight souls are being added thereto. Nevertheless it is a fact that
during the first three months of this year the income has shrunk
by no less than £5,300 as compared with the first three months
of 1896 and 1895. Indeed, we must go back to the Jubilee year,
1887, when a precisely similar state of things arose, if we want to
find any analogy for the falling off of donations. Our income for the
first three months of this year is smaller than it has been for the
same period during the past nine years, and only in 1887 do we find an
exact parallel. These institutions are now, therefore, in the most urgent
and pressing need, and we venture to suggest that the benevolent feelings
which are called into existence by the grateful recollections of HER
MAJESTY'S glorioul:l and eventful reign may suitably find expression in gifts
devoted to the maintenance of so valuable and useful a work as that for
which we plead. Donations will be gratefully received and acknowledged
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by the London and South-Western Bank at any of its bramhes j or
by Messrs. Prescott, Dimsdale, and Co., CornhilI,
ANOTHER great and good man has been called away, namely, Lord
PLUNKET, the Archbishop of Dublin. One who knew him states :-I I The
late Lord PLUNKET, Archbishop of Dublin, was as gentle,
unassuming, and single-hearted a man as ever lived. His brilliant family
traditions, his high social rank, and still greater ecclesiastical position
were to him only so much the fuller opportunity for activity in all that
is good. To know him was to love him; and as I had for some years
the privilege of his intimate confidence and friendship, I had the
opportunity of observing his unwearied, unsparing persistence in welldoing, and the high and admirable qualities of his character. He lived
in the very atmosphere of the New Testament; his faith was absolute
and whole-hearted, his confidence in the authority and mission of the
Church of Ireland the ruling principle of his life. Simplicity and
unworldliness, deep unaffected piety, indefatigable zeal for the spread
of the fear of God and of every form of human charity, broad-minded
toleration for those who disagreed from him, genial and universal
kindness, a great power of realizing the sympathy of Christian love, a
remarkable personal humility, combined with a quiet, courageous
perseverance in what he believed to be right, a delightful charm of
manner, characterized at once by dignity and pleasantness, a commanding
and scholarly presence, a low and eager voice: these are the outlines
of the remembrance which the good Lord PLurKET has left. To his
moderation, prudence, wisdom, and foresight the Church of Ireland
was lastingly indebted during the difficult and critical time of
reconstruction after Disestablishment, when the outburst of strong
prepossessions seemed likely to narrow her inheritance of primitive
Catholicity. His services to the reformed Christians in Spain are a
matter of high policy, into which it is not for us to enter. He has
left us an example of genuine, all· pervading Christian principle, of
consistent Christian life, of wide and true charity which is of permanent
value to this generation."
SINCE the foregoing was written, war has been declared, and
hostilities commenced between Greece and Turkey,
D. A. D.
THE cloud lifts-the vision is unfolded.
Shame was but the prelude
of triumph-humiliation that of exaltation.
Hear His cry from
the cross: "It is finished," and with I, a loud voice "-mark, not an
enfeebled, dying voice, but one of godly power and new life-" He yielded
up the ghost. And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from
the top to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent; and
the graves were opened." Nor could the tomb keep Him longer than the
appointed time. He rose, the Mighty Conqueror, and in due time, after
again visiting this earth, ascended up on high.-George Cowell.
,
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THURSDAY evening, May 13th, will (D.V.) be the date of a very interest-ing service, when the Rev. J. ORMISTON kindly preaches on behalf of
the Society in the Ohurch of St. Mary Aldermary, Queen Victoria
Street, City. The Committee cordially invite all friends of the Lord's
aged poor to attend upon this occasion. The Rector of the Church,
the Rev. Prebendary WHITE, is in cordial sympathy with the Society,
and from his pulpit the Rev. J. BATTERSBY frequently pleaded its
claims. Collections after sermons are most valuable, not only because
Ol their direct financial aid but as an admirable means Ol extending a
knowledge of the Society. The Oommittee would be thankful for a
large extension of such help. An annual collection, however small, in
all congregations sympathizing with the objects of the institution
would be of great benefit. Her gracious Majesty's Diamond Jubilee
cannot be better commemorated than by a united effort to obtain such
collections and new annual subscriptions of seven shillings, ten shillings,
and fourteen shillings. The financial year, 'Which closed on March 31st, has
been marked by a great development of the Society's operations, 1,420
pensioners being on the books, and upwards of £10,400 per annum expended
in pensions alone. Among those who have been recently nominated are three
aged men, who have long been acceptable village preachers: failing eyesight
now prevents one from travelling; another is a farm labourer, who has
an imbecile son, twenty-five years of age, to support; whilst a third,
who has been a follower of the Lord for fifty-two years, worked under
the late beloved Rev. Dr. HEWI.ETT. In a recent letter he says, " Iy
only property here is my grave," but all alike testify to the hold-fast
of the tie that binds.
H

It is not years that make men old, the spirit may be young,

Though for the' three·score years and ten' the wheels of life ha,e run j
God has Himself recorded in His blessed Word Ol Truth,
That they who wait upon the Lord those shall renew their youth."

J. E.

HAZELTOK,

Secreta1·y.

HE that can search in any measure, by a spiritual light, into his own
heart and soul, will find "God be merciful to me a sinner" a better plea
than any he can be furnished withal from any worth of his own
(Dan. ix. 18).-Dr. Owen.
LIGHT fitly resembles Ohrist in purity. It visits many impure
places, and lights upon the basest parts of the earth, and yet
remains most pure and undefiled.
Ohrist sees and takes notice Ol all
the enormities and sinful pollutions in the world; as David says of
the sun, "There is nothing hid from his beams." Yea, many of
these foul evils He cures, and purgeth away these pollutions; and yet
He is never stained by them in the least degree. He is a Physician
-not capable of infection, and therefore while He dwelt among men
He shunned not publicans and sinners, but sought them rather, for
with such was His business and employment.-Archbishop Leighton.
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On What are Mode7'n Papal Claims Founded?
BRowNE, B.D., Bishop of Stepney.
Christian Knowledge.

By the Right Rev. G. F.
London: Society for Promoting

a carefully prepared lecture, and is worth reading. It was
delivered in Kensington, and it has not been met with any attempt-so
far as we are aware-on the part of the Romanists to answer it. In
it the Bishop says : "The modern Papal claim which we are continually hearing is this;'Come to Rome; for there you have certainty, there you have unity;
and you have certainty, you have unity, because the head of the Church
of Rome is endued with the whole of that infallibility with which Christ
has been pleased to endow His Church. When he speaks, as head of the
Church, you hear that which is final, that which needs no Council to
approve it, that which no Council can modify, and that which overrides
all the Councils of the past if they conflict with it.' If this is true, it is
an eternal truth of the Christian Church, true from the beginning, true
to the end. It can be no partial truth; temporal, for a period. It was
as true of Liberius, who signed an Arian Creed; of Zosimus, who con·
tradicted himself on a doctrinal q~estion so grave as that raised by
Pelagius; of Honorius, condemned for heresy by the Sixth Great Council
and by one Pope after another; it was as true of these as of Pope
Leo XIII.
This infallibility in faith and morals was equally true,
shocking as it sounds-the fault is not mine, it is inherent in the
Roman position-this infallibility was equally true of men so vile as the
Popes who had to do with Marozia and the two Theodoras, or as that
Pope John XXIII., whom the Council of Constance deposed, for crimes
so abominable tha.t fourteen of the seventy charges could not be read
out to the Council; or as those Popes who made the Papacy a scandal
to all the world in the younger days of our Henry VIII. And suppose you accept the explanation offered, that the very worst of men
can be, if the Almighty so will, the mouthpiece on earth of the Most
High; suppose you allow that a series of men wallowing in the offal of
the grossest senses, viler far than even the average of bad men in bad
times, have been the chosen representatives of Christ on earth, infallible
in faith and morals, a very <liferent point from that taken in our article
on the 'Unwcrthiness of the Ministers.' Suppose you allow all that;
still, where is your unity ? Journey with Anselm from Canterbury to
Rome, just eight hundred years ago. When you pass through a province
where Urban is Pope, you are a hero; when you reach a territory
where Clement is Pope, you hide your head and hurry on incognito. In
Rome itself you dare only walk in certain streetI;'. If you wander
further into the city, as Anselm did. you will be seized by the soldiers
of the other sole Pope, as Anselm was. Which was which? Where is
your certainty, where is your unity? It was as certain, it was as much
one then as ever, surely. If it was not, then certainty and unity are
not inherent notes of Rome.
You have done just what you are asked
to do, you have 'gone to Rome." And the certainty at unity which
you find is this, that, if you go beyond this or the other street, you
are sure to be seizp.d as a prisoner by the armed forces of the opposition
sole Pope. And am I taking one single case, and making much of it?
If I were, one case is fatal to this claim of inherent certainty, inherent
unity. But, of course, I am not. In the 1,100 years ending 1449, there

THIS is
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were twenty-seven or twenty-nine anti-popes to 210 popes, about one
to seven or eight.
At one period, for seventy years in succession,
there were two Papal Courts, two sets of Cardinals, two sole and
infallible Pope&, two profoundly hostile sole centres of certainty and
of unity. The confusion left even on the face of history is endless.
To this day, if you see mention of Clement VII. in a book, or hear
mention made of him, you do not know which of the two men is
meant. You have to ask some qnestion like this: 'Do you mean the
Clement who massacred 30,000 people at the sack of Cesena, with superlLdded horrors worse than the eventual massacre for such of them as
were women; or do you mean the illegitimate Medici, who because of his
illegitimacy was not validly Pope, whose appointments of Cardinals
were not valid, and whose successors, from this cause and from
simony, have not been validly Popes? Certainty and unity, and
because the Pope is infallible!' If he is', the?'e is certainty. But
there is no unity as to when he IS infallible. All sorts of definitions
have been given of the marks of infallibility. Which is the 'correct
one, or rather, whether there is any correct and exhaustive, I believe no
one knows."

The Internal Evidence of the Letter "Apostolicm Curce," as to its own
Origin and Value. By WILLIAM EnwARD COLLINS, M.A., Professor
London:
of Ecclesiastical History at King's College, London.
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge.
THIS is a critical examination of the rece,ntly published Papal Bull
respecting Anglican Orders, and it deserves to be widely circulated.
In it, Professor COLLINS shows that whilst the Papal Bull professes to
be the result of a large amount of diligent and scholarly research, it
is really nothing of the kind, but merely quotes documents which are
contained in ordinary English text-books; and, further, that it furnishes considerable evidence towards proving the supposition that it
was not composed by the Pope at all, nor at the Vatican, but was
really composed - in its chief portions - by English theologians, and
afterwards translated into Latin by some person or persons who had
a very imperfect knowledge of English, or of Latin, or probably of
both languages. This is a strong indictment to bring against a. document which is issued with the full authority of so eminent and "infallible Jl a personage as the Pope; but the quotations brought forward
by Professor COLLlliS go far to prove the indictment.

GOD is said to have brought the Israelites out of Egypt on eagles'
wings. Now, eagles, when removing their young ones,. ,have .a
different posture from other fowl, proper to thelllSelves, carrywg theIr
prey in their talons, but their young ones on their backs, thus
interposing their whole bodies betwixt them and harm. The old
eagle's body is the young eagle's shield, and must be shot through
before her young ones can be hurt. Thus God, in saving the Jews,
put Himself betwixt them and danger. Surely God, so loving under
the law, is no less gracious in the Gospel: our Bouls are better
secured, not only above His wings, but in His body; your life is
hid with Christ in God.-Anon.
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