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STANDING FAST.

"Stand fast theTf'jo1'e in the libedy wherewith Christ hath made us
Fee, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage."GALATIA~S v. 1.
"THE glorious, liberty of the children of GOD" is a theme which
must ever offer peculiar attractions to souls whose former condition
was that of being "sold under sin." Bondslaves of Satan, and
vassals to the tyranny of inbred sin, were we all, aforetime, dear
children of GOD. But we have been experimentally delivered from the
condemning, corrupting dominion of sin through the mercy and
might of Him who, rising from thc dead as the CAPTAIN of our salvation, spoiled the principalities and powers which enthralled us and
made a show of ~hem openly before heaven, earth, and hell. The
definite mission of CHRIST was "to destroy the works of the devil."
And when the FULFILLER of all the counsels of the FATHER bowed
His blessed head on the cross, He triumphantly declared, "It is
finished!" He took the guilty,place of His people, and was delivered
unto prison and judgment as their Ransom. The price was accepted
in the supreme comt of the heavenly justice, and the res\lrr,~ction of
the Church's GOD-MAX SUBSTI'!'UTE proclaimed the efficacy of His
meritorious sacrifice, and asserted His moral right to set free them that
were bound, and who all their lifetime had been subject to bondage.
"Because I live, ye shall live also "-explains the hidden mystery,
'Well might the early Christi!lns adopt as their common salutation,
Christus 1'eswTexit! for the good news is always fresh and full of
meaning to souls whom the truth has made free. Free they indeed
are-free from the curse of the hw, free from the lordship ot sin, free
from the enslavement of the flesh, free from the iron yoke of the devil,
free fro111 the fear of the sting of death, and from the terrors of the
last judgment. As the LORD JESUS Himself said, "If the SON shall
make you free, ye shall be free indeed." And He has, in the unsearchable riches of His grace, made free all believers in His precious
name, His merits, and finished work. "Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us,
y
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by the washing of regeneration, and the renewing of the HOLY
GHOST."
Such is the condition of the chief of sinners when made partakers
of CHRIST and His resurrection. Nothing, and no one, can really
reverse this condition of Gospel blessedness. 'l'hat which GOD hath
cleansed can never be unclean. "In CHRIST" the believing sinner is
complete, and there are no degrees in completeness-nothing
can be added to it, nothing can be taken from it.
The spiritual
kingdom of, CHRIST, the LAMB, is inviolate.
"And there shall
in no wise enter into it anything that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie; but they that
are writt€l1 in the L.llIB's book of life."
It is interesting to
note the incidental mention of the fact that, when the City
of the Saved is described by the holy Seer, he says, "I saw
no temple therein" (Rev. xxi. 22). Ordinances, such as the ceremonial law prescribed and insisted upon, have no place in the sphere
of the spiritual House of GOD." "The LORD GOD and the LAMB are
the temple of it." Believers are no longer subject to the law
contained in ordinances, for CHRIST has "blotted out" the handwriting of ordinances" that was against us, which was contrary to
us." He has taken that system" out of the way"-for it was in the
way of the believer's liberty-and has "nailed it to His cross!"
The beggarly elements of ritual, ceremonies, and forms have nothing
to do with the justification, sanctification, or salvation of the sons and
daughters of the LORD ALMIGHTY. He, Himself, is their all-sufficient
Portion-He, Himself, "has become their salvation." In Him they
"have all, and abound." The fulness of GUD dwells in their risen,
ascended LORD; and "of His fulness have all we received." Oh,
fellow-believers in Him, what a heritage of spiritual wealth is ours :"a kingdom that cannot be moved!" Listen to the words of the
royal charter which secures for our souls these "durable riches,"
these exalted dignities, these ineffable glories: "For all things are
yours; whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or
death, or things present, or things to come; all are yours; and ye
are CHRIS'I"S; and CHRIST is GOD'S" (1 Cor. iii. 21-23). Oh for grace
to "walk worthy of the LORD," and of "our heavenly calling," to
walk as those whose feet have been guided by the HOLY SPlRIT into
the way of peace, and contrary to the course of "this present evil
world."
"The yoke of bondage" ill befits souls whom CHRIST, at infinite
pains and cost, has set at liberty. Yet we haye need of the
Apostolic warning, or it would not have been recorded for our
learning. Although it is absolutely impossible that one of the LORD'S
redeemed" little ones should perish," yet the enemies of their peace
<Lnd joy are ever on the watch to "entangle" them, and cause them
temporary distress of heart. 'rhe feet of holy DAVID got sorely
" entangled," and in brokenness of heart he had to cry to GOD to be
delivered from blood-guiltiness, and to have restored unto him that
which had been taken away, even "the joy of GOD'S salvation"
{Psalm li.). The enemies of JEHOVAH were for a little season able to
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blaspheme the" Worthy Name" against which the godly son of JESSE
had transgressed, and the sword of paternal chastisement departed not
from DAvm's house all the days of his life. The monitory lesson was
recorded in GOD'S Word lest any who might think that they stood
should" fall." Nevertheless, though DAvm's transgression was visited
with the rod, and his iniquity with stripes, his Covenant GOD took not
utterly away His loving-kindness from him, nor suffered His eternal
truth to fail (Psalm Ixxxix.). Oh, brethren, let us earnestly seek to
«walk circumspectly "-not, indeed, servilely, but as those who gratefully and praisefully appreciate the evangelical obligation to avoid all
appearance of evil for His sake who loved us, and "for a great
sum" obtained for us "this freedom" from all bondage.
Our position is assured in the RISEN ONE, though our practical
-condition be liable, at any time, to be compromised. The only place
of safety from the entanglements of evil is found at the Mercy-seat,
in presence of the sprinkled blood. There, our "ADVOCA1'E with the
F A'1'HER" waits to be gracious. There, hands that hang down are
lifted up, and knees that are feeble receive strength. There, the wicked
one ceases from troubling, and the weary are at rest. There, the
promise of our Covenant-keeping GOD is ever faithfully fulfilled, "And
there will I meet with thee, and I will commune with thee from above
the Mercy-seat, from between the two cherubims which are upon the
ark of the testimony." '1'he secret place of the :Mos'1' HIGH is the
special dwelling-place of those whom CHHIST has made free. Let us,.
therefore, beloved, flee by faith thither, as "doves to their windows,"
.and then the snares of the el'il times in which we live will be powerless to entangle our hearts and consciences, and to mar our fruitfulness
in the service of our adorable LORD and SAVIOUR, JESUS CHRIST.
THE EDI'l'OR.
PREPARATIO~

FOR DEATH.

'THIS is not in ourselves, it is all in Christ Jesus. God does not
accept us on the ground of a broken heart, or a clean heart,
·01'
a praying heart, or a believing heart.
He accepts us
entirely on the ground of the _Uonement of His blessed SOil.
Cast yourself in child-like faith upon that Atonement, Christ dying
for the ungodly, then you are saved. He then is justified, ~md is
prepared to die, and he only who casts from him the garments of his own
righteoumess, which are only filthy rags, and runs into this blessed
City of Refuge, the Lorcl Jesus, and hides himself there from the
.avenger of blood, for" there is no condemnation to them that are in
Christ Jesus." Perish you never will, for He hath said, "Him that
·.cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast out."-Selected.

'l'HE Jews charged Jesus with breaking the Sabbath, but the Sabbath Maker was never a Sabbath breaker. False charges are continually coming out of the enemies' ·forges.
1

2
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LIFE FROM THE DEAD.

"Because 1 live, ye shall live also."-J OHN

Xl v.

19.

'rHE national resurrection of Israel, predicted in Ezekiel's vision of
the dry bones (Ezek. xxxvii.), was wondrously fulfilled in the return
of the captive tribes from Babylon, the restoration of Jerusalem,
and the re-erection of the TemplE', there. 'rhe hand of Jehovah
was upon the Prophet, when his lot was cast "among the captives
by the river of Chebar." The heavens were opened, he tells us,
and he " saw visions of God." Among these celestial communications,
the purpose of Jehovah to recover His ancient people from the
Gentile lands into which thay had been judicially driven took a
foremost place. Human probability strongly belied the accomplishment of the Divine purpose. The open valley was extensive, the
bones were very many, "and, 10, they were very dry." El'lekiel,
set down in the midst of this valley of death, was asked by the
Lord, "Son of man, can these dry bones live 1" The question was
a hard one. 'rhat Israel should, a second time, be delivered from
national captivity seemed an impossible thing. But, the Spirit of
Wisdom moved the Prophet to look beyond all human considerations. With God, all things, he believed, were possible.
He
therefore, humbly and prudently answered, "0 Lord God, Thou
knowest." It may be he remembered the Song of Moses, and the
Divine declaration, "See now that I, even I, am He, and there
is no God with Me: I kill, and I make alive; I wound, and I heal;
neither is there any that can deliver out of My hand. For I lift
up My hand to heaven, and say, I live for ever" (Dent. XUIl.
39, 40).
The Prophet's countrymen, however, had lost all hope, and were
accepting their bondage as irremediable. "Behold, they say, Om"
bones are dried, and our hope is lost; we are cut off for our parts""
(Ezek. xxxvii. 11). Ah, how desperate is our condition, fellow
believers, apart from the mercy and grace of God! But when the
living God "will work" is there anything too hard for Him to perform 1 And so He put His word into the mouth of the Prophet of
the Captivity, and caused him to speak it-were the bones never somany, and never so dry! Ezekiel, obedient to the word of Jehovah,
prophesied "upon" the dead bones and" unto" the wind, and, 10, there
was a noise among the scattered emblems of death-" a shaking"and a coming together, " bone to his bone." Presently flesh
covered the skeleton forms, and life entered into them, and they
"stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great army"! In the vision
God had opened their graves, and caused them nationally to come
forth, and to return "into the land of Israel" (verse 12).
Thus
they were to know that the Lord Himself had spoken, and had performed for them the good word of His promise. The Spirit of life-
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and power was equal to the performance of that which was impossible
with man. "I will work, and who shall let it?"
So, when the time to redeem the Church of God from the curse of
sin and the law, from the penal grip of death and the power of the
grave, had fully come, God sent forth His beloved Son to effect the
mighty work, and by His meritorious, atoning death to bring life eternal
to a people who, by nature, were "dead in trespasses and sins." As
destitute of spiritual life as the bones Ezekiel beheld were of natural
life, that people were still subject to the omnipotent operations of Him
who proclaimed Himself, "I am the resurrection and the life," and
who added the blessed assurance, "He that believeth in Me, though
he were dead, yet shall he live; and whosoever liveth and believeth
in Me shall never die." He who was on the point to die, "the Just
for the unjust," authoritatively affirmed, "Verily, verily, I say unto
you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the
voice of the Son of God; and they that hear shall live." As the
corn of wheat, cast into the earth, abides not alone there, but
vegetates and rises-not alone, but bringing up with itself thirty, or
sixty, or a hundredfold increase, so Jesus, because His people were
"in Him" when He hung on the cross and was laid in the tomb,
brought up from the dead the complete body of the Church. " The
Breaker is come up before them; they have broken up, and have
passed through the gate, and are gone ont by it; and their King
shall pass before them, and the Lord on thc head of them"
(Micah ii. 13).
The imputed sins of His people could not hinder His resurrection,
for He had fully met all the demands of the law in that respect, and
had blotted out as a thick cloud the transgressions which had
been laid to His account. It was due to Him that He should be
raised from the dead, and thus, as He represented His Church, life
became due to her also---" because I live, ye shall live also." The
life of the risen Head and the members is one life.
They live in
Him, HC) lives in them. "I am come that they might have life;
and that they might have it 1110re abundantly." It is the gracious
office of the Holy Spirit to minister thiB "life" to all whom He
creates anew 111 Christ Jesus.
The order of this spiritual growth
is "first the blade, then the ear, and then the full corn in ,the
ear."
Oh, brethren, let us earnestly wait on Him for richer, fuller supplies
of this new life. Faith is the means. "As the living Father hath
sent Me "-said J esus-" and I live by the Father: so he that
eateth 11£e, even he shall live by Me" (John vi. 57). The more abundant
life comes through the communion of faith in Him. Otherwise, the well
is too deep, and we "have nothing to draw with." "Eat, 0 friends;
drink, yea, drink abundantly, 0 beloved" (Song v. 1). "'Tis eternal life to
know Him," and it is eternal life in fuller flow to know Him" more perfectly." In His love for us we possess a security which nothing in heaven,
earth, or hell can weaken. His dying voluntarily in our guilty stead
is the supreme manifestation of His wondrous love towards us!
"Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life
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for his friends "-but Jesus died for His enemies, even for ns!
"God commendeth His love towards us in that, while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us." Oh, will eternity be too long for the
showing forth of His praises who thus "died for us, and rose
again" ?
Clifton.
.1. O.
OUR GREAT HIGH PRIEST.
IN each time of trial,
Jesus, plead for me;
In each hour of peril,
Intercessor be.
What my snares and dangers,
Thou alone canst tell :
Hell's dark rage and malice,
Only Thou canst quell.

Thou art surely able
All Thine own to .k,eep.
For Thou never weariest,
Never dost Thou sleep;
Evermore thou livest,
Advocate to be ;
To the end Thou lovest
Each, and perfectly.

When, like rushing tempests,
Fierce temptations come,
Or sin's silken fetters
Round my feet be thtown ;
Let Thy ceaseless pleading
In the Father's ear,
Be my sure protection,
While the danger's near.

Nor shall one be missing
On that glorious day,
When, Thy sheep ingathering,
Thou shalt o'er them say:
"Father, see the children,
To Thy heart so dear,
Ransomed, kept, and gathered,
Father, ALL are here."

On Thy mighty shoulders,
And Thy loving breast,
All our names are graven,
Each with beauty drest:
Graven as on jewels,
Mingling glories bright;
Type of Thy perfections,
Read in heaven's own light.

Great High Priest, 0 teach me
To Thyself to cling,
Trusting to Thy faithful care
Home my soul to bring.
Life nor death can part me
From Thy changeless love;
Heaven's sweet earnest here below
Heaven itself above.
C. Y. B.

IT is a great and blessed thing when we are enabled to cast ourselves on the promises. It cannot possibly be done without faith,
and" he that believeth shall be saved."-Toplacly.
THE law is good if a man use it lawfully, according to the
glorious Gospel of the blessed God; therefore in the work of the
ministry it is to be explained in its extent, intent, and its
spirituality is to be laid open, for the moral law is exceeding
broad; therefore if a man is not convinced by the Holy Ghost
that life and happiness are unattainable by that law he will not
stoop to, nor prize the grace of the Gospel; and persons may say
and think as they please, I am firmly persuaded that in proportion
to that acquaintance with and understanding of the doctrine of the
law, will the sense of their sin and misery be; and by how much
the greater that is, by so much the more will the sensible sinner
value the Gospel of the grace of God.-Anon.
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l1 il grim ll ayers.
"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED 'rO-DAY?"
(ESTHER

vii.)

(Continued fi'om page 227.)

"So the king and Haman came to banquet with Esther thp. q neen."
"What think ye, that He will not come to the feast?" (John xi. 56.)
Esther had invited her royal husband, she prepared for him and
Haman also and expected her guests. Do we as certainly invite
our King to banquet with us, prepare for and expect His presence
at the feast where" we will remember Thy love more than wine"?
As far as we have found by search, the Lord Jesus never refused
an invitation given Him during His sojourn on earth. He graced
the wedding feast, where" both Jesus was called and His disciples to the
marriage." Matthew, whom He called from the receipt of custom,
to follow Him, made Him a feast, and gathered together a great
company of publicans and others that sat down with Him. Siman
the Pharisee desired that He would eat with him, and He went
into the Pharisee's house and sat down to meat. At Bethany, in
the house of Simon Lhe leper, they made Him a feast, and Martha
served, Lazarus sat at table, and Mary anointed Him. He had
often gone to their home at Bethany, so in their distress they sent
to bid Him come, and though He purposely delayed, He came at
length. Let us bear this in mind, for He is the same, and will
!Surely not refuse to come at the invitation of the poorest, vilest
ontcast sinner who desires His presence. Alas! how slow we are
to invite such a Guest! We may hesitate because of His high amI
royal estate, we may well wonder that He can condescend so low,
but let us take heed lest we disparage His marvellous grace and
matchless love while we cherish exalted thoughts of His Majesty,
for He will bring with Him all the fulness He requireth, and we
shall be "satisfied with favour, and full with· the blessing of the
Lord," while we acknowledge, "Of Thine own have we given Thee.'
How eager was the king to go to Esther's banquet! It is all so
sublimely suggestive. How much the Prophets Jeremiah and Hosea
are occupied with the contrary view of the wife so signally loved,
so abominably requiting with estranged affections and indifference
the manifestations of Divine love and tenderness! Gracious Spirit,
write this lesson, as with the point of a diamond, and engrave it
deeply on our poor, cold, forgetful hearts, that never a day may
pass without our earnestly inviting our King to pay us a visit, nay,
to "abide with us," and often indulge us with realization of His
presence, for surely He will respond, and, "as He was wont, He
taught them again," will be true in our case. Haman came also to
Esther's banquet, not so merrily as he anticipated, but he dare not
delay or decline to come.
"And the king said again unto Esther on the second day
at the banquet of wine, What is thy petition, queen Esther?
ctnd it shall be granted thee: and what is thy request?
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and it shall be performed, even to
the
half of the
kingdom." The love of king Ahasuerus for his queen shines out in
his solicitude to know what the nature of her request was and in
the renewed promise to grant it, and, however difficult it might be,
to peljorm it. It illustrates, "Be careful for nothing; but in eVe1'!J
thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which passeth
all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus" (Phil. iv. 6, 7).
It is as.though the king said, "Why be so slack to ask, queen Esther,
when I am so; ready to grant1 wherefore delay to unburden your
sorrow in my sympathizing bosom, and tell out to me your want,
craving, or perplexity?" Child of God, betrothed to Him who sits upon
the throne, why so timidly venture to the mercy-seat of your Lord?
Why defer to ask, aud nourish thy grief and anguish of spirit when so
royally extensive is the promise, "Ask, and ye shall receive, that your
joy may be full" 1 "Is there anything too hard for the Lord 1" too
great for Love Divine to grant; too low for Him to stoop to lift thee
up who gave Himself for thee; and shed His life-blood that thou mightest
never see death ?
"Thou art coming to a King,
Large petitions with thee bring;
For his grace and power are such
None can ever ask too much."
He is greatlYlhonoured, His attributes are all magnified, by the humble,
trusting suppliant who tests His love, faithfulness, and grace as " able
to do exceeding abundantly above all we ask or think." What think
ye.1 Would Ahasnerus have approved Esther's condnct had she
hesitated further when the third time he bade her make known her
request, saying, "I am so unworthy, I dare not ask; the king's decree
is against us, it is irrevocable" 1 surely his wrath would have been
kindled against her. In unconditional grace he had promised to grant all
her request when she touched the top of his extended sceptre, the token
of roy'l.] favour and love; then, at his first coming to banquet \Vi th her, he
reiterated the unbounded assurance, and now the king said again, at his
second coming to her, the same words of eager earnestnesfl to grant ~ll
her desire and perform her request! The added word, 'it shall be
performed," involvecl surmounting all obstacles, a very important
matter in Esther's critical case!
"Then Esther the queen answered and said, If I have found favour
in thy sight, 0 king, and if it please the king, let my life be given
me at my petition, and my people at my request," It is true courtly
language, befitting the dignity of an Eastern 3.utocrat. It is also
suitable language for us to use so long as the" if" does not emanate
from unbelief and foster it, or put a negative upon the King's bountiful
Surely Esther
promise, dishonouring His truth and faithfulness.
might have ventured to say, Since I have found favour in Thy sight,
o king, for she had received such a striking, yea, thrilling proof of it
that to express a doubt of it to him seems ungracious; somewhat like
the message Joseph's brethren Eent to him after their father's death,
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which caused Joseph to weep for the bad thoughts entertained of him
after his full forgiveness so freely bestowed, and his tender love so
long manifested towards them in ample provision for their wants and
unceasing solicitude for their ample welfare.
"Let my life be given me."
This is the first need of a soul
coming to our King: "Quicken me, 0 Lord," for I am dead 'in
trespasses and sins. "Preserve my life from fear of the enemy;"
" This is life eternal, that they might know Thee, the only true God,
and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent." Grant, Lord, that" the
life I now live in the flesh I may live by the faith of the Son of God,
who loved me and gave Himself for me." This life is hid with
Christ in God, and no power of men or devils can destroy it. Esther
pleading for her mortal life is an exquisite type of a sinner seeking
for spiritual life, or the Church of God interceding for those who
are yet far off from God. "Let my life be given me-and my people
at my request." ";,iy people;" for every truly quickened one is a
patriot, yearning over kindred and friends, seeking their salvation;
like Rahab for all her fath'er's household, that not one of them might
perish; as the woman of Samaria carrying to the men of her city
tidings of the Messiah who had met with her; or as the man out of
whom the legion was cast, spreading Christ's fame in Decapolis; as
C. H. SrURGEOK styles him, His curate, left behind for testimony,
so that instead of being bidden again to depart, when Jesus so
graciously returned, multitudes were waiting for Him. There is no
heart, cry going up for others until new life be bestowed, no real
effort put forth on their behalf. There may be a response to appeals
for money, but the true patriotic and missionary spirit is only found
in those who are born again and alive unto God. "For we are sold,
I and my people, to be destroyed, to be slain, and to perish." How
true the picture is of everyone of Adam's race, "Sold under sin,"
and" the wages of sin is death," and ultimately" everlasting destruc- .
tion from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of His power,"
unless life divine, spiritual, eternal be given us by our King, who
hath redeemed His people from the hand of the enemy. And this life
we are encouraged to ask for others, for our people: "If any man see
his brother sinning a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask, and
God will give him life kr them that sin not unto death. There is
a sin unto death. ~ot concoming this do I say that he should make
request" (1 John v. R.V.); so in this extensive promise there is
no sanction of prayers for the dead, but sweetest cunfirmation that
earnest entreaty will be effectual in the command to offer it, "Re
shall ask. and God will give," followed by the comprehensive declaration, "All unrighteousness is sin; there is a sin not unto death."
Persevere in prayer for your people, 0 believers, for" As long as life holds out to burn,
The vilest sinner may return."
" For if we had been sold for bondmen and bondwomen, I had held
my peace, although the enemy could not countervail the king's
damage." There is the lovely meekness of the soul that has learnt
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of Him who is meek and lowly in heart, not seeking great things
for itself or for my people, willing to be in bond'service, as were
Paul, J ames, a:J.d Peter, calling themselves "a servant [or, as the
word denotes, a slave] of Jesus Christ": "He that is called, being
free, is Christ's slave" (1 Cor. vii. 22). So would Esther have held
her peace and never petitioned her royal husband as she was doing,
to grant life and let his visitation preserve her spirit. Yet withal
there is concern for his glory and honour, and a deep conviction that
the enemy, being a subordinate power, could not countervail the
king's damage.
There is, too, an underlying persuasion that in
consequence of her union with him, no harm could be done to her or
her people without touching his tenderest interests. We catch an echo
here of the secret communion, heart to hcart, when she first touched
the top of the sceptre he extended to her, and fear fled away; again
vibrates the chord, thrilled by his manifestation of favour then, the
king's damage, in the loss of his beloved queen, no enemy could bring
about. Oh that we lived more constantly under the sustaining conviction that the enemy cannot conntervail aur King's damage, seeing
all His Divine attributes would suffer loss by the wresting from
Him one of the feeblest members of His mystic body, the Church!
'1'here may be, and probably is, a reference to the fact that Haman
had promised to pay to the king's treasury ten thousand talents of
silver, that instead of loss he might be enriched by their destmction.
It opens us thus anotber sweet vein of contrasting thought, as to the
price our King paid for us, even His precious blood, His own life,
nor will He barter one soul of His redeemed for all the world; beside,
"If He lose one of them, doth He not go after that which is lost
until He find it ~ ," Ho'.v suggestive it is of, "Ye shall be unto :Me a
peculiar. treasure above all people:" that is, true Israelites, both J e\ys
and Gentiles (see 1 Peter ii. 9). "The Lord's portion is His people."
.What power of men or devils can equal His omnipotent arm to keep
and defend His treasure, His portion, His inheritance? "I have
called thee by thy name; thou art Mine."
Abigail brought to the mind of David tbe sweet thought, "The
soul of my lord is bound up in the bundle of life with the Lord tby
God; " and here another of the women of Scripture leads us to contemplate the king's damage if any subtle adversary could rob Him of
His peculiar treasure, His well beloved Bride, His chosen people!
"Then the king Ahasuerus answered and said unto Esther the queen
Who is he and where is he that durst persume in his heart to do
so ~" The king appears to have forgotten Raman's conversation
with him about a certain people scattered abroad in his
dominions, with laws diverse from all people, whom it was
not for the king's profit to suffer them, and how thus he
had been beguiled iuto giving permission' for their destruction,
and had virtually sold them to Haman, when he took off his signet
ring and gave him authority to do with them as seemed good unto
him, and also gave him the silver of tbeir barter, so that he speaks
in wonder at the audacity of it when he diecovers bow closely it
touches bimself when bis beloved queeu and her people are the
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doomed t.o destruction. Here the type fails, because "all things
are naked and open unto the eyes of Him with whom we have to
do." He who is "the blessed and only Potentate," ordereth all
things in heaven and earth, nor can any unforeseen dilemma arise
to frustrate His purpose and will. "And Esther said, the adversary
and enemy is this wicked Haman. Then was Haman afraid before the
king and the queen." Well might he fear, convicted as he was by
the queen in the presence of the king.
A little divergence may be permitted to notice a singular
coincidence in the application of Esther's words to our. national peril
at this juncture. If the Royal "Declaration" against Popery
should be tampered with, thereby removing the barrier which secures
to us a Protestant Sovereign, we may truly nse Esther's words,
" ~w e are sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be slain, and
to perish," for Rome's tender mercies are cruel to heretics, and
"Semper idem" her motto! Let us therefore betake ourselves to our
King, and cry unto Him to overrnle and control the contemplated
measure in Parliament, and so influence the mind of KING EmvARD
that he may follow the principles of his noble father, PRIKCE ALBER'l',
and the example of his greatly beloved mother, VICTORIA, the good
Queen and EmpreEs, lest, like his uncle, GEORGE IV., who did not
survive the year after signing the Catholic Emancipation Bill (which
his father, GEORGE IlL, never would do), KI~G EowARD VII. should
find the Act cost him his crown and empire. . . . Oh that such
a yolume of prayer may ascend, filling our Great High Priest's
censer, that heaven may be filled with sweet odour, and the Throne
etnd our Protestant liberties be preserved! God save the KING!
Leiceste1"
MARY,
CROSS PROVIDENCES.

" What I do thou 7cnowest not now, b1d th01L shalt knr.w he1·eafte1'."JOHN xiii. 7.
SUFFERING and trial are the special times for God to draw nigh to our
souls. I am certain of this, I have felt God's presence more sweetl.y in
the midst of trouble and persecution than I have ever done in prosperity. You know, when all is calm and sunshine there is no need for
anot.her's help and consolat.ion. No, it. is the dark and stormy night,
when the wind howls, and the rain pours down, that the child needs
a father's hand, or a mother's voice. So it is with the child of God.
In the midst of health and prosperity he feels no need of God j but
when the storm of suffering breaks over his head, then he creeps
close to God, and God whispers into his ear, "It is I, be not afraid."
~What you know not now you will know hereafter.-Pa1'ks.

JESUS is the Light of Life to US, the r;ight of the Scriptures, the
Light of the pathway home, the Light of the valley of the shadow
of death, and the Light of heaven.-Georue Cowell.
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THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST:As THE DOOR.

"He is altogethe1' lovely."-SOLOMON'S SOKG v. 16.
"I am the Door."-JoHN x. 9.
LET us, dear reader, quietly meditate on the loveliness of Christ <IS
the Door, and may the Holy Spirit take of the things of Jesus,
reveal, unfold, and apply them to our hearts. Many suppose that
in adopting a profession of religion they will through this find entrance
into the kingdom of God. The ornate ceremonial of those forms
which have sacerdotalism for their basis attract many; the intellectual assumptions of the neologists and the higher critics attract
others; modern evangelicalism wins some; the worldly method of
conducting worship current among the great body of Nonconformists
suits multitudes who love and live upon oratory and music; and
the exclusiveness of the more narrow sects appeals to a few. But it
is all a mistake! The Door into the fold is not a profession of
religion, however perfect or imperfect; it is-a Person. The Lord
Jesus Christ is the only "Door," as He is the only" vVay." 'We
consider, in the first placeTHE NECESSITY
for a door. The original entrance' to holiness and happiness provided
by the Covenant of Works was closed by the Fall. By one act of
disobedience man shut himself out of Paradise, and henceforth the
flaming sword of justice prevents the entrance through the deeds of
the Law. But in the" Valley of Achor" a Door of Hope was opened
by the first promise, and that Door was Christ, the Seed of the woman.
No other door to heaven but this has ever been revealed.
Ho\\'
wonderful that it should be set open so widely just when man's sin had
made it a necessity for a way of escape to be pro'dded from the
ruins of the Fall if mankind were not to be left to perish utterly.
Now, a door is
INDISPEKSABLE.
':'he right entry to a house is through the door, and all who enter
not by the door, but climb up some other way, are thieves and robbers
(vel'. 1). They have no right there. To enjoy the place, security,
and privileges of the house, it is indispensably necessary to enter
through the door, which alone gives ingress.
Jesus only is the
entrance into life. He is the Wicket-gate which JOHN BUNYAN saw
at the head of the way. By His life implanted at regeneration men
enter into the path of life. This Door must be
PASSED THROUGH
ere possession can be taken or right claimed to the blessings and
benefits of Christ's fold, the rich treasures and glorious inheritance
of Christ's sheep. No ordinances, ceremonies, or human forms of
any kind can of themselves bring 11S into a state of salvation. _-\
door, likewise,

,
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ACCESS.
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the' Lord Jesus, as the Door of the sheep-fold, gives access to the
green pastures and the still W3.ters. By Him sheep enter into the
enjoyment of rest and peace. Jesus is the Door giving access to the
fulness and fatness of the divine Word. Through Him also we have
access to the throne of grace. " No man cometh unto the Father
but by Me" (John xiv. 1). A door, moreover,
PREVENTS

ACCESS

to adversaries and foes, and thus affords security to the inhabitants
of the fortress. Force the door, and all is lost. This cannot be.
.r esus is the impregnable Door. The bars are strong, the bolts firm.
Happy are those whom the Lord has shut in. All in Him are eternally
secure. To them no enemy gains access to harm. Then a door
SECRECY.

'Whenever we enter into our closet and shut the door in order to
pray to our heavenly Father, let us remember the true Door is
Christ, and as we are in Him we dwell in the secret place of the
most High, and thus abide under the shadow of the Almighty. A
life of secret prayer is the only right foundation for a profession.
This is the gift of Jesus. But, besides a going in through the Door,
there is also a
Goum OUT.
The flock of slaughter find that the Good Shepherd" calleth His own
sheep by name, and leadeth them out" (vel'. 3). The deep, precious
truth of the words of the dear Saviour are continually experienced,
"I am the Door: by Me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall
go in and out, and find pasture" (vel'. 9). The leadings are" in and
out" more or less during all the sojourn here below. Sometimes
the Door seems
SHUT,

and the soul stands waiting and knocking until it be opened. There
is no entering into the Rouse of Mercy but through the Lord Jesus
Christ. At this Portal waiting souls knock and knock again, and
thus obey the precept while they plead the promise, "Knock, and
it shall be opened unto you."
Enth.
E. C.
GRACIOUS

WORDS.

believer, to you each day is a Hew journey, each circumstance
an onward step, each morning calls you to a march, each night is as
the spreading of a resting tent, each finished work is as another
pause in your advancing pilgrimage. Let, then, your progress be one
stream of supplication. None ever prayed enough.
Many in life
and in death bewail soul poverty. The cause is poverty of prayer;
much is ill done, much is undone, because prayer is not well
done.-Dean Law.
DEAR
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WELL-SPRI.N GS.
"Then the'l'e came agctin and touched me one like the aplJeamnce of
.a l1w,n, and he strengthened me, ani said, 0 man greatly beloved, fear
not: peace be unto thee, be strong, yea, be strong. And when he had
spoken unto me, I was strengthened and said, Let my lord speak; for
thou hast strengthened me."-DANIEL x. 18, 19.
DAKIEL, signifying the Judgment of J ehovah, was a man greatly
honoured of his God to proclaim, both by his ministerial and
prophetical office, the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. Unto him
much of the Spirit of his God was revealed, and to him much of the
"things to come" was foretold.
A Prophet of no mean honour,
Daniel was thus called unto great and holy service in the court of
Babylon. "And let t,he prince of the ennnchs change his name to
Belteshazzar," which referred to their idol Bel, doubtless with the
design of making the Prophet and his companions forget, if it were
possible, the living God; the name and character of this true servant of
Jehovah must stand, and the blessing of the most High carry out His
design by them. "As for these four children, GJd gave them knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom; and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams." It is good to consider the import
of a God-given, and, when He chooses to do so, a God-changed name,
beloved. Then let His enemies do their worst; His counsel in and
by that man must stand, and He will do all His pleasure and
accomplish His bright design by and for that servant. It was a
solemn office, a weighty message to deliver; the judgment of
His God centered in that Coming One, who was to be both a just
God as well as a Saviour to execute judgment, and to extend
mercy!
It was left for Daniel alone to see this vision of his God. " I
Daniel alone saw the vision; for the men that were with me saw not
the vision; but a great quaking fell upon them, so that they fled to
hide themselves." There was an individuality of purpose, a singular
revelation of the Divine secret; just as in the case of an elect vessel
Jesus reveals Himself" alone" to the heart of that sinner as "I that
speak unto thee am He." They that were journeying with Sanl when
he was arrested with that great light from heaven, "saw indeed the
light, and were afraid; but they heard not the ,oice of Him that
spake to me," he says. You and I knOll' this divinely applied truth,
beloved reader, and can take comfort no other way. If comfort we
are to have; if a lifting-up into the light of His countenance; if a
word of pardon and peace; if a special message whereby others shall also
be blessed, Jesus Himself must speak it; He must apply that word to
our waiting hearts, and the open ear must hear for itself and not
another, and with gladness respond, "Speak, Lord, for 'rhy servant
heareth." Thus was Daniel made a marked man, as Ezekiel was a
"sign," to whose hearts were the revelations of the secret counsel of
their God made.
It is for abler pens than that of the humble writer to suggest
who this heavenly messenger of our verse was. Many take Michael
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to be Christ, and the description given of him here, "one like the
similitude of the sons of men," and "one like the appearance of a
man," corresponds with the Apostle's words, "made like unto His
brethren." Anyhow, if it be the Lord Jesus Himself, or one of His_
messengers sent to do His bidding, the Di,ine work is accomplished.
On receipt of the first message, Daniel says, "And when he had
spoken such words unto me, I set my face towards the ground and
became dumb." He retained no strength, neither was any breath
left in him. But Daniel has a work to perform, a message to convey,
and the Divine mind is sweetly portrayed here, intent upon His
servant in the time of his need; and" there came again and touched
me," he says, "one like the appearance of a man, and He strengthened
me" - the true condition of all the children of God, who in gratitude
to their El Shaddai are constrained to confess " When I am weak, then
I am strong." Strange but true paradox, experienced in the heart
of every heir of grace, who out of very weakness -are made strong by
the hands of the mighty God of J acob.
What a cluster of blessings was conveyed in that message! "0 man
greatly beloved, fear not: peace be unto thee, be strong, yea,
be strong"! No wonder that this dear servant of J ehovah's lms to
declare, to His honour and glory, "And when He had spoken unto
me, I was strengthened." 'l'hat is the heritage of every servant of
the most High God, and the saddest, most disconsolate, cast down
and sorrowful heart bemoaning an absent Lord (as regards perceptible
enjoyment), is lifted up with joy and rejoicing of soul when "Jesus
speaks and speaks to thee," as the hymnist says.
Thus was Daniel strengthened for service, for sorrow, scourging,
sifting, separating, and sanctifying discipline.
"The Lord stood by me and strengthened me," said Paul, when
recounting his miraculous escapes, the oft-repeated "dangers" and
"deaths," and being forsaken of "all men," which were but appointed
him to prove how "I can do all things through Christ which
strengtheneth me." El Shaddai will show Himself victorious in and for
His people. God is all-sufficient for the coming trial, the coming day
of sorrow, the opening year, the untrodden steps of the future, yea,
for all thy way and all thy days, beloved reader.
How gloriously He showed Himself, the alone mighty Victor, to
Gideon. "The people that are with thee are too many for Me." His
name and character is the Almighty, and it is nothing with Him to
save by many or by few, only that His glory shall be the more
clearly seen and admired; He more often than not chooses the
fewest, the meanest, the most insignificant, that no flesh may
glory in His presence.
"Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord
of hosts." The God of battles must show Himself strong on behalf
of His little army, who in Him shall do great exploits. Look,
beloved children of God, your sins depress you, cast you down,
Satan hurls his darts at you, and in a moment of despair you
Your adversaries,
cry out, "All these things are against me."
enemies, are lively and too strong for you, but look away to your
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mighty Conqueror, and in whom alone you shall overcome and come
forth victorious. Jesus is the all-conquering One, and let
"Earth and hell ag-ainst you combine,
Jesus is all, and He is mine,"
you sing as faith grasps the promise of certain victory.
Your way is, perhaps, hedged up with thorns, your feet are sore
and weary with the hardness of the way, and your soul mucL discouraged; here is your promise-may Jesus whisper it home now
to your heart--" Thy shoes shall be iron and brass, and as thy day so
shall thy strength be." " As" balances the" 80 " in the Divine economy
of grace. As the sufIerings, so the consolation. " As far as the east is
from the west, so laT hath He removed our transgressions from us."
Yea, there are things too hard and painful, and never interpreted
other than" in the sanctuary of our God," where Jesus is our ",Visdom,
Interpreter, Saviour, and King. And there we are content to leave
them to be weighed in His balances, and know how He looketh upon
the heart, whilst man judgeth by the outward appearance. Blessed
be our God, who weigheth the motive of our hearts, and seeth it not
as man seeth it!
Daniel may have had many fears and anxious thoughts aLout the
coming conflict, but the promise of his God had prevented him, and
caused him to look away from self, and stay llimself upon the Mighty
One. "Who art thou, 0 great mountain? before Zerubbabel thou
shalt become a plain: and he shall bring forth the headstone thereof
with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it." And so the Lord
leads forth His little band, and they shall do battle against every
enemy in Babylon, remen..bering, "Though Babylon should mount up
to heaven, and though she should fortify the height of her strength,
yet from Me shall spoilers come unto her, saith the Lord. A sound
of a cry cometh from Babylon, and grectt destruction from the land
of the Chaldeans. Because the Lord hath spoiled Babylon . . . .
and her mighty men are taken, everyone of their bows is broken:
for the Lord God of recompences shall surely requite."
His people shall learn, too, by divinely imvrought experience,
how "the Egyptians are men and not God; and their horses flesh,
and not spirit.
",Vhen the Lord shall stretch out His hand both
he that helpE'th shall fall, and he that is holpen shaH faIl down,
and they all shall fail together." Whilst of another enemy, which
grievously afflicted the children of God, harassing and annoying, and if it were possible, destroying their peace, their God has
declared, "Thou shalt drive out the Canaanites, though they have
iron chariots, and though they be strong," and be brought forth out of
the land of every enemy, to declare in Zion how they are more than
conquerors through Him that hath loved them!
Meanwhile, beloved reader, in our wilderness journey, when
walking in darkness, when perplexed by the many difficulties we
encounter within and without, when well-nigh despairing, because of
the roughness of the way, the need of much more humility than
we possess to reeeive all the discipline aright, may the Spirit apply
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the words of our text to our waiting hearts, "0 man greatly beloved, fear not: peace be unto thee, be strong, yea, be strong." God's
reiteration of a promise makes it doubly sweet, with expectancy of
large results. "Yea," He says, "be strong." And when He had thus
spoken, no wonder Daniel follows on to say, cc I was strengthened" !
His promise is half way to the performa.nce of the same; yea, it is
the very performance itself in the mind of Him who has spoken it.
"He by Himself hath sworn,
I on that oath depend."
rrhus strengthened by the word, and power, and love of J ehovahJesus, every "little one" in Zion shall be made strong for service
and worship; strong for obedience and trust; strong for conflict
and trial; strong for sorrow and suffering; strong for life and death;
going forth in the strength of the Lion of the tribe of J udah, conquering and to conquer, since "great is the Mighty One of Israel
in the midst of thee." Thus" I go on my way rejoicing,
Though weary the wilderness
road;
I go on my way rejoicing,
In hope of the glory of God.

"There the ship of my soul is
harboured,
In the calm of the crystal sea,
For within the veil is the ancbor,
Where Jesus has entered for
me.

" Oh, well do I know that glory,
That home and that welcome "And looking ou Christ in the
glory,
sweet,
Where above the mists and the
That glory so still and so fair.
shadows,
There passes a change upon me,
Till I am as He who is
With the heart of my God I
meet.
there!
" So I go on my way rejoicing,
That the heavens and earth shall see
His grace and His glory and beauty,
In the depths of His love to me ! "
R.
OH, "rrhou that dwellest between the cherubiws, shine forth." Thou
art indeed the "mountain of light" amidst Thy Church. Let us
feel Thy divine rays within. Let Thy power roll oack the clouds
of doubts and fears, and let the serenity of peace in Thee and with
Thee be enjoyed. It is sweet to look np and think of Thee as
within the veil for us-the Forerunner, the First Fruit, the
Finisher, the Saviour, the Divine Sympathizer.-George Cowell.
GIVE the Lord all your heart and affection! This world will soon
pass away, but there is a kingdom that shall never pass away, for
it is founded upon a Rock, and that Rock is Christ. Seek to be
acquainted with God, for a better Friend you can never findc. Whose love is as great as His power,
And neither knows measure nor end."
No one ever repents of getting acquainted with Jesus Christ. He is
the sweetest, dearest Friend that ever man can have.-C. B.
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PASTORAL NOTES.
(Cancluded from page 244.)

A GRACIOUS DECLARA'l'ION.

"Fm' the eyes of the Lord 1'Un to and fro throughout the whole
earth, to show Himself st1'Ong in the behalf of them whose heart is
perfect towards Him."-2 CHRONICLES xvi. 9.
ASA'S foolish device succeeded. Benhadad accepted the present, and
made war upon Asa's enemy, the king of Israel, and having overrun a
large portion of his dominions, and destroyed a number of his cities,
he compelled him to cease building his fortress at Ramah. Then,
plucking up courage, Asa commanded all the able-bodied men of his kingdom to assemble together, none were exempt-what a pity it was that
he had not done this before i-and marching with them to Ramah, he
removed all the building materials which Baasha had gathered together
there, and with them he erected two other fortresses, not far distant,
namely, Geba and Mizpah, to guard his northern frontier and to prevent
Baasha from attacking him again. And so apprehensive was he of
another attack, that at the latter place we are told he made an
immense "pit," for "fear of Baasha, king of Israel" (J er. xli. 9).
This "pit" was probably a reservoir of unusually large dimensions,
to supply the garrison with water in case they were besieged; or it
may have been a kind of subterranean hiding-place to hold stores
and provisions, and to be a last resort for refuge in time of special
danger. This same pit was used 350 years afterwards as a burial
place for the dead bodies of the men who were so cruelly and
treacherously slain by Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, during the
captivity of the people of J udah in Babylon.
Then came a plain and faithful reproof by Hanani, a Prophet of
the Lord. He came to Asa, and he said to him: "Because thou
hast relied on the king of Syria, and not relied on the Lord thy
God, therefore is the host of the king of Syria escaped out of thine
hand. Were not the Ethiopians and the Lubims a huge host, with
very many chariots and horsemen ~ yet, because thou didst rely on the
Lord, He delivered them into thine hand. For the eyes of the Lord
run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong
in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect towards Him. Herein
thou hast done foolishly: therefore from henceforth thou shalt have
wars."
MA'l'THEW HENRY remarks upon these words :-" Note, God is much
displeased when He is distrusted, and when an arm of flesh is relied
on more than His power and goodness. By putting our confidence in
God we give honour to Him, and therefore He takes Himself affronted if
we give that honour to another. It is a foolish thing to lean on a broken
reed when we have the Rock of Ages to rely upon. He [Asa] had
acted against his experience. He, of all men, had no reason to distrust
God, who had found Him such a present powerful helper, by whom he
had been made to triumph over a very threatening enemy, as his
fathei· before him, because he trusted in the Lord his God
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«chapter xiii. 18; xiv. 11).
Note, the many experiences we
have had of" the goodness of God to us aggravate our distrust of Him.
Has He not helped us in six troubles 1 and have we any reason to
suspect Him in the seventh 1 But see how deceitful our heart.s are.
We trust in God when we have nothing else to trust to, when need
drives us to Him; but when we have other things to stay on, we are
apt to stay too much on them, and to lean to our own understanding
as long as that has anything to offer; but a believing confidence will
be in God only, when a smiling world courts it most."
Asa received this rebuke very badly. He was exceedingly angry,
and vented his anger upon the Prophet. He must have known that he
deserved the rebuke, and that the Prophet only did his duty in
administering it to him, but instead of hononring the Prophet's faithfulness, he threw him into prison, "into the house of the stocks," as
the Hebrew states; and he also oppressed some of his people at the
same time, probably because they remonstrated with him, and took the
Prophet's part. To receive a rebuke with equanimity, meekness, and
humility is a very difficult thing for some dispositions. Solomon says:
" He that refuseth reproof erreth, but he that regardeth reproof shall
be honoured;" and, "'1'he ear that heareth the reproof of life abideth
among the wise." So also he says: " He that refuseth instruction [or,
"correction," margin] despiseth his own soul; but he that heareth
reproof getteth [or, "possesseth an heart of," ma1'gin] understanding."
Even a heathen said, "He who would be good, must either have a
faithful friend, or a watchful enemy to correct him." "If you cannot
bear to be handled," quaintly says lIATTHEw HENRY, ., it is a proof
that you have ugly sores, which are none the less dangerous from being
skinned over."
Asa also seems never to have got over his anger, for we do not
read of his forgiving and releasing the Prophet; and we are told that
when, in his old age, he was afflicted with a disease in his feet, he
would not seek the Lord, who probably would have helped and healed
him, but he sought some "physicians." These physicians, it is
supposed, were not regularly appointed and qualified practitioners of
medicine, for to have applied to them would have been both wise
and right; but in all probability they were sorcel'ers or soothsayers.
It is wise and right to use means, although at the same time we need
to look to and depend upon the Lord to bless the use of them. Therc
is a remarkable passage on this point in the Book of Ecclesiasticus.
It says :-" Honour a physician with the honour due unto him, for
the Lord hath created him. The Lord hath created medicines out
of the earth, and he that is wise will not abhor tlH~m; and He giveth
men skill, that He might be hOl~oured in His. marvellous works."
But what an extremely foolish thing it was for a godly man like Asa
to apply for help to sorcerers or soothsayers!
.
Such being Asa's conduct at the close of his life, it seems surprising
to read in the sacred narrative that, "nevertheless, the heart of Asa
was perfect all his days." This we understand is a verdict upon hi,,,
whole life. It is a Divine verdict, not a human one, and therefore it
must be correct. We should not have expected s:uch a verdict,.
z 2
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looking at all the facts of Asa's life as we can see them j but "the
Lord seeth not as man seeth ;" His thoughts are not like our thoughts j
and we may believe that, in His love and in His pity, He is ever
ready to extenuate and to overlook His children's faults, if only
their hearts are substantially right with Him. Asa's character on
the whole was a really admirable one j and although by a few acts
of folly he tarnished it, yet those acts were acts of folly only, and
not of wilful sin. There is all the difference. Asa did not forsake
the ways of righteousness, and provoke the Lord to anger as Jeroboam
and Ahab did. His acts were more like those of a petted and spoiled
child, than those of a rebellious and wicked man j the Lord knew
this well, and pitied, and no doubt forgave him.
Is there not an important lesson here1-a lesson of Christian charity in
judging others 1 There ma;y be the appearance of something wrong, while
the heart is sound j and, on the other hand, thc heart may be unsound,
when there is no appearance of anything wrong.
Are we not too
ready sometimes to find fault with our neighbours if we observe
some things in their conduct which we think are not in every respect
consistent with their Christian profession 1 and are we not sometimes
inclined, perhaps, to brand them as hypocrites, although we may
know little or nothing of their innermost feelings, or of their peculiar
circumstances, dangers, and temptations 1 How comforting is the
thought that the final verdict on our lives will be nqt man's, but
God's j not the estimate of those who may misunderstand us, and
judge us unfairly, but the estimate of One who is perfectly acquainted
with all cur thoughts and feelings, and with all our circumstances,
difficulties, trials, weaknesses, and temptations, and who, "like as a
father pitieth his children," so does He "pity them that fear Him j "
and assures us that in the last great day, when He shall come to
number rip His jewels, He will "spare them, as a man spareth his
own son that serveth him."
Lastly, we notice a gracious declaration \I"hich the Prophet Hanani
was commissioned to announce when he administered the rebuke to
king Asa, namely, " The eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the
whole earth, to show Himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart
is perfect towards Him."
Vve believe in the Lord Jehovah as a Being who is infinitely strong.
We believe in Him as One to whom nothing is impossible. liVe believe
that He does as He wills in heaven above and in the earth beneath.
,Ve believe that "none can stay His hand," or say-preventingly-to
Him, "'What doest Thou ~ ,. And here we are assured that He is ever
on the watch, and that He attentively observes all the inhabitants of
the earth, with the object of manifesting that power, and helping,
sustaining, delivering, and encouraging all those whose heart is perfect
with Him, or, as it says in the margin, "strongly to hold with them,"
to be on their side, to take their part, to strengthen them,. to support
and supply them, to protect and defend them.
What is this" perfect heart" ~ It is the character or disposition
which was manifested in the case of N oah, Abraham, and Job. Thus
Noah is said to have been" perfect in hil'l generations." Dr. GILL
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remarks upon this statement :-" Not that he was perfectly holy or
free from sin, but he was a partaker of the true grace of God; he was
sincere and upright in heart and life; he lived an unblemished
life and conversation, untainted with the gross corruptions of that age
he lived in, which he escaped through the knowledge, grace, and fear
of God; and therefore it is added that he was perfect 'in his
generations,' among the men of the several generations he lived in."
The expression seems to denote a similar idea to that which is contained
in the words of our Lord :-" The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye is single [or sound and healthy], thy whole body shall
be full of light; but if thine eye be evil [or diseased], thy whole body
shall be full of darkness." Commenting on these words, the late Dr. RYLE
well said :-" The single heart is a heart which is not only changed,
converted, and renewed; but thoroughly, powerfully, and habitually
under the influence of the Holy Ghost. It is a heart which abhors all
compromises, all lukewarmness, all halting between two opinions in
religion. It sees one mighty object-the love of Christ dying for
sinners. It has one mighty aim-to glorify God, and to do His will.
It has one mighty desire-to please God and to be commended by Him.
Compared with such objects, aims, and desires, the single heart knows
nothing worthy to be named. The praise and favour of man are
nothing. The blame and disapprobation of man are trifles light as air.
'One thing I desire,' - ' One thing I do,'-' One thing I live for': this
is the language of the single heart (Psalm xxvii. 4; Luke x. 42;
Phil. iii. 13). Such were the hearts of Abraham, and Moses, and
David, and Paul, and Luther, and Latimer. They all had their
weaknesses and infirmities. They erred, no doubt, in some things.
But they all had this grand peculiarity-they were men of one thing.
'I'hey had single hearts. They were unmistakably' men of God.' The
blessings of a single heart in religion are almost incalculable. He who
has it is like a lighthouse in the midst of a dark world. He reflects
light on hundreds whom he knows nothing of. His whole body is
'full of light.' His Master is seen through every window of his conversation and conduct. Grace shines forth in every department of his
behaviour. His family, his servants, his relations, his neighbours, his
friends, his enemies, all see the bias of his character, and all are obliged
to confess, whether they like it 01' not, that his religion is a real and
influential thing. And not least, the man of a single heart finds a rich
reward in the in ward experience of his own soul. He has meat to eat
the world knows not of. He has a joy and peace in believing to which
many indolent Christians never attain. His face is towards the Sun,
and so his heart is seldom cold."
Oh for this "perfect" or "single" heart! Oh for it to be manifested in us more and more! Then we shall know more and more in
happy experience what it is for a gracious Father and God to "show
Himself strong" in our behalf, helping, delivering, cheering, comforting, and sustaining us in all our difficulties, perplexities, trials.
temptations, and dangers, and proving that He knows all about us, and
takes the deepest interest in all that concerns us.
A touching story is told in one of LORD TENNYSON'S poems. It is
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of a little child in a children's hospital. She was a beautiful child,
and of a sweet disposition, and she had become quite a favourite in
the hospital. She was very ill; and one evening the nurse attending
upon her overheard her talking to the girl in the cot next to hers,
and saying, "Oh, what shall I do to-morrow ~ I heard the doctor say
that I must undergo an operation then, and he said that he did not
think that I shall get over it." (The doctor. and the nurse had
supposed that the child was asleep when they talked about her case,
and when he had spoken thus.) Her companion replied, "I tell you
what I would do, if I were you. I would tell the Lord Jesus all
about it. It is He that is in that picture yonder calling little
children to come to Him.
And if you tell Him that you have to
undergo an operation, and that you are very much frightened, you
may be sure that He will help you." There ,ms silence in the ward
for a minute or two, and then the little sufferer was heard to speak
again and say: "I will; but how will the Lord Jesus know to-morrow
that I am the little girl that asked him for His help 7 how will He
know me out of all the other children in this ward 7" "If I were you,"
replied the other, "I would put my bands and arms outside tbe bedclothes, like this "-suiting the action to the words-" and tell Him
that this will be a sign by which He will know you." "I will; 0
yes, I will," said the little sufferer. Then tbe nurse had to leave, as
it was her turn to rest that night. The next morning she returned,
and tbe doctor duly came to perform the operation; but when the
nurse and the doctor approached the cot of the little sufferer, there
were bel' hands and arms placed outside the bedclothes, but they saw
at a glance that no operation was necessary, for her spirit had passed
away. The Good Shepherd had heard the bleating cry of His poor
troubled and trembling lamb, and He had folded her in His bosom,
no more to be troubled with pain or fear, but to be at rest and
peace for ever.
No such sign, we know, is needed by our Fatber to recognize which
of His children,particularly appeal to Him or especially need His help,
for as His eyes "run to and fro throughout the whole earth," He
knows and observes them all.
Hatfo1'd Rectory, Faringdon.
D. A. DOUDNEY.
"HE whom I seek, and whom I delight in," is a believer's description
of Christ, and God's description of a believer."-BB1'1·idge.
1'r was when first the Holy Spirit opened our ears to listen to the
tale of love which the Gospel brought to us that we sought our
Father's house, and rested not till we bad found ourselves in His
embrace. It was then, when first we received "the gift of God"
and understood the love which that gift declared, that we took our
place in the family circle, partaking of the plenty of our Father's
table, and enjoying the sweetness of our Father's smile. And even as
we entered in, so are we to abide for ever, "rooted and grounded
in love," realizing the words of Jesus, "As the Father hath loved me,
so have I loved you: continue ye in my love."-Dr. H. Bona?'.
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GOD IS FAITHFUL.
IN MEMORIAlIl-LETI1'IA MARY BLACKI1'H.
(Concluded from page 255.)

ABOUT this time her sister wrote :-" Dear L - - does suffer so fearfully. She is often in quite a tremor with pain. Grace is so manifest in
her, and she seems to ripen so fast, that I sometimes wonder if the
Lord's purpose is to take her to Himself.
She said yesterday she
should perhaps spend her next birthday in glory, and if she had her
own choice, she would prefer going home."
On another occasion her sister wrote :-" She is very bright spiritually,
and much supported by 'He will not suffer you to be tempted above
that ye are able, but will with the temptation also make a way to
escape, that ye may be able to bear it.'''
The dear sufferer wrote :-" I have very good nights still. Is not
our God very pitiful and of tender mercy? I do pray, my dear friend,
that you may continue to realize and prove God's loving mindfulnesf:>
and tender care and compassion in the midst of your family anxieties.
He is always the same Covenant-keeping God, causing all things to
work together for His children's good."
" I am still a very great sujfe1'e:J' at times. Dear E - - is getting more
used to injecting the morphia.
I don't know what I should do
without it. Feel thankful to God for such a merciful provision."
"I have much enjoyed reading portions from Isaiah lately j it is
a book so full of comforting and sustaining promises, and, when applied
by the Spirit, doubly precious.
. . . . . I keep still in bedover seven months now. The dropsy has got now into face, hands,
and I don't get the comfortable nights I had formerly. I don't
wish to complain, as I have had so many mercies all along. I feel
I ought to be full of praise, but I do feel distressed at keeping dear
E - - so much awake. I continue having the hypodennic injection or
morphia, and a little stronger than formerly, as the pains still come
periodically. I had some strawberries sent from a friend in the
country yesterday, and we seem constantly supplied with flowers.
How good God is to us! All come as His love-gifts. Adieu, dear
frieud."
Concerning the last days of suffering until her entry into glory, I
cannot do better than give the following touching record written by
her beloved sister:A few of the last sayings of my darling sister, LETITIA MARY
BLACKITH, noted down during the last few days of her life.
The last month of her life my darling grew very much worse, and
on Monday, May 14th, I said to her, "Do you think, dear, you will
recover ~ " She answered, "Well, you know 'all things are possible
with God,' but I feel I am so entirely in His hands that I am quite
happy to leave it. If I had my own choice, I should prefer "to be
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with Christ, which is far better.'" I said, " I cannot wish to keep you
to suffer, darling, and the separation may not be for long." She
answered, "I am thankful to hear you say that. My only trouble
was leaving you. It may be the Lord Himself will come soon."
Friday and Saturday she was in agonizing pain. I injected morphia
every three hours until the doctor gave her a soothing mixture to
take its place.
Sunday.- Very ill, violently sick all day, and in great pain. Her
anchor text -" He will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye
are able "-was much tested, but no murmuring, or doubting God's
goodness.
Monday.-Sickness abated, but great exhaustion and pain, only
kept under by opiates, which caused constant dozing.
Tuesday.-Easier, but in a semi-conscious condition. She seemed
oblivious to all around, unless we went close to and aroused her.
Wednesday.-In similar condition to yesterday. The dear one's
birthday-no capacity to take anything in after the morning. When
I said, " It is your birthday, darling; such a lot of kind wishes for a
happy day," she said, "How kind; perhaps I shall spend the next in
glory, and that will be a happy one" It was a sad day for me, as 1
did miss the communion we were accustomed to hold together.
l'hunclay.-Very ill and quiet, but more herself, though she never
spoke unless we spoke to her. Doctor thought her worse. Dear Mr.
}\1ARTI~ came in and had prayer with her, and said, "Could you
follow 1" She answered, " Oh, yes; it is all so precious."
F1'iday.- Very prostrate, and very quiet.
Sat~t1'Clay.-More alive to all around her. She was much pleased
with a sweet portion I read to her from My Counsellor, "Himself
took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses," repeating frequently,
'Himself, Himself did it. How good He is I" In the evening was taken
very ill while nurse was out. I was in a great dilemma for assistance,
when our dear friend, Nurse ROBER'l'S, came in and helped me. She
was very much cheered by this provision from the Lord, and said,
" You see, He never fails us-just allows us to be dri,en to the last
extremity and then appears. How good He is !" She was very, very
ill but took an interest in all her surroundings, and was so gratefnl
for everything done for her. She often sa,id, "This poor vile body!"
Sunday.-Still weaker. We held sweet communion together. I said,
" You are weak and ill and have had a long time of suffering, but
perhaps you will soon be home." "Oh, yes," she said, "and when I
get there how nice it will be." I said, "I have asked the Lord to deal
very gently." "I believe He will," she replied; "He will do what is
right; He is sure to do that." Then nurse and maid came up, and
we read (Scripture Union Portion) Psalm xxvi. She grasped verse 3,
"Thy loving-kindness is before mine eyes;" and on turning to
Isaiah vi. 3-7, Ehe seemed quite overwhelmed, and though groaning
with pain, kept saying, '" His loving-kindness, oh, how sweet!' Nay,
the multitude of our loving-kindnesses, how many proofs we have had
of it! "-never losing sight of Covenant love in the midst of suffering.
A short time before I read to her "Gethsemane," from My
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Counsellor, and after reading the words, "He went a little farther,
and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, "0 my Father, if it be
possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as
'l'hou wilt," she exclaimed, "Ah, that is it, 'As 'rhou wilt.''' All
the way through she has been so sensitive to kindness, continually
thanking God for raising up so many kind friends, and asking Him
to bless them.
Munclay.- fuch weaker. Read to her Psalm xxvii. She was able
to grasp for a short time "The goodness of the Lord" (verse 13), and
kept repeating it to herself. She was perfectly conscious but seemed
to be going, and I said, "You will 300n be with Jesus, darling."
She answered, "Yes, very soon-how nice!" I said, "I shall miss
you." She answered, "Yes, you will, but He will never fail you, and
it will only be for a little while." She kept looking up and seemed
to be in communion with God. Later, nurse and I gave her some
milk, and she said, "So nice." I said, "You are quite happy, are yon
not, darling 1" She replied with such emphasis, "Oh, yes, very
happy." In the night I read a verse of "I leave it all with Jesus,"
which ends, ""Vho ever thinks for me." She said, "Yes, living or
dying, He thinks for me. 0 Lord, dear Lord, think for he;', do thin~
for hel' when I am gone." Then she seemed to gain such strength, and
exclaimed, "0 Lord, Thou art good. Thou art kind. Thou art
.gracious. Thou art full of love." Seeing a third person in the room
(a dear Christian we had got to help), "Who is that third one ~" J
told her Mrs. S--. She said, "I am glad Mrs. S - - is here-how
good of the Lord to send her! You are all so kind to rue." And Oll
nurse doing something for her, said, "You have been good to me.
Oh, you have been good to me." She was so concerned because we
were standing, and said, "Do sit down, you will be tired." Then she
said, " Where is my little Jack 1 I want to see him," so I brought the
little dog to her. After a little while she arranged with mp, where
she would be buried, and a few other matters. She then spoke so
gratefully of her many kind friends, and said, "Do give my dear love
to them al!." I then told her of a cousin who was ill and had to
undergo an operation. She at once offered up a most touching prayer
for her, that the affliction might be blessed to the salvation of her
sou!.
Tuesclay.-Slept several hours, but aroused in the night; it was
very touching to hear her speak of "everlasting joy." "Oh,
wonderful, wonderful!" she said; "just a taste here, but fulness
there-and for such poor sinners! You don't half know. I feel just as
though I were talking with the Lord Himself-it is lovely! Oh, the
precious blood and righteousness! what should we do without it?
Raise me just a little, please;" and I said, "I think you have had as
m uch as you can bear." " Yes," she said, "this poor body can bear
no more."
Wednesday.-In great pain, continually crying in most piteous
way, "Dear Lord, do help me, do help me! Remember me in my low
~state."
After a little sleep she said, "Thine, though passing thro\lgh
the fire."
She passed a terrible day of suffering, but I injected
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morphia in the evening, which caused her to sleep through most of
the night. We saw she was dying all night. About 9 a.m. I was
alone with her, and she said, "Oh, dear." I was afraid the pains were
returning, and I prayed, "Come, Lord Jesus, come for her quickly."
I' could see her dear lips respond. Then I gave her a spoonful of
champagne, and she breathed more easily. I watched her a few
seconds and found she was not breathing at all. So quietly and
graciously was she taken, that I was not sure she was really gone
till I called up the nurse. The Lord did indeed take His poor
suffering child home most gently, and we cannot but. praise Him for the
happy release.
Thus ends the beloved sister's touching account. How sweetly she
cntered into the joy of her Lord! What endless raptures there!
She was, as before stated, a member of Rev. J. C. MARTIN'S congregation
at Oircus Church, Portsmouth, and I have lately received the following
paper which he so kindly sent;"Dear Miss BLACKITH was lately called 'home,' to be for ever with
the Lord. Many years since (over twenty I think), in the providence
of God, she came to reside in Southsea, and she was welcomed by many
for the grace of God in her, the life she was helped to live in the
Lord's service, and for her labours in His vineyard. She knew
experimentally and valued deeply the doctrines of grace, and to live
for and glorify Him who had called her to a saving knowledge of
Himself, and to be a blessing to His children, always appeared to be
her one object. She was greatly valued for her able teaching and
help in the Circus Sunday School for many years, and for her willing
labours in various Bible Classes on Sunday afternoons, and often at
Y. W. C. A. too. And the seed of God's eternal truth thus sown has
not been in vain in the Lord. The savour of all still remains, and her
memory is hallowed by the Lord's people of all ages who had the
privilege of her friendship and Christian fellowship.
"Always was she ready to assist in the Master's work in any way
where she felt the cause was right, and, whilst constant in season and
out of season, she was liberal beyond her means in relieving the necessities
of others.
"It was my privilege to see her a good deal during her last long
and trying affiiction. She would have been the first, had she known
that anything would be written about her, to ascribe all to the grace
of God. And He it was who enabled her to bear the trial He sent
with wonderful patience and quiet resignation. She suffered much,
and at intervals for a considerable time, but I never heard even a
murmur or a questioning of God's dealings.
She seemed to be
absorbed in the knowledge that a Father's hand prepared the cup He
had put into her hand. It strengthened the faith of many to witness
how able the Lord is to perfect strength in weakness, and to give
calm amid suffering, and often much perplexity even in temporal
matters of great difficulty; and yet we know she felt as deeply as
any the writhings of the flesh, and the enemy was permitted to assault
her much at times; but to the outer world who visited her the
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grace seemed to shine the more conspicuously on the treasure in the
earthen vessel, and she found her sufficiency of God. There appeared
a solidity in all she said and did, and a quiet, constant rest which
none but God can give, and the doctrines of grace, as embodied in
the New Covenant of God's' shaHs' and' wills,' were an unspeakable
comfort and stay to her. Dear Miss BLACKI'l'H was wonderfully supported to the last; she was helped to fight a good fight and to war a
good warfare, and now the sword is sheathed and the crown received.
She is gathered home, awaiting the little while when time shall be lost
in the ocean of eternity, and when all the members of the one family
shall meet around the throne, and bask for ever in the sunshine and
presence of a Saviour's love."
Oh, reader, as we ponder over the life-story of the saints of God,
and stand by their dying beds and hear their glorious testimony,
we say, by faith gazing upon their portion now within the pearly
gates, with the poet" Once they were mourning here below,
And wet their couch with tears;
They wrestled hard, as we do now,
With sins, and doubts, and fears."
Theirs is now the crown, the palm, the song of victory. They triumphed
in Him, and we shall triumph too. We are treading a well-worn
pathway, but it leads to the glorious presence of Himself-Himself,
who took our infirmities and bore our sicknesses-Himself, with whom
we are in living, loving, lasting union.
The subject of this little sketch, which is all too meagre and
imperfect, was a bright witness of God's grace, and she truly lived
in Christ, and Christ in her. It is a privilege to have known her, and
loved her, and been loved by her.
Deep concern for the souls of
others-union with the one family-love, joy, peace, and the fruit of
the Spirit were manifest in her, living and dying. She bore glorious
testimony; Christ was glorified in her, and now she is glorified in
and with Him for ever.
NE'l"l'IE.

,

I •

THE same God who was darkness at the bottom of Mount Sinai,
was light on the top of the Mount. He is the same God in Himself,
though he acts diversely in regard of the creatures; to the one, in
taking vengeance on them for their sins; but to the other, He appears
in mercy and love; and as He communicates to them His sweet loves,
so their wills and their loves ar~ swallowed up in His.-Eve7"a1·d.
THOUGH a man's faith be no bigger than a grain of mustard seed,
if it only brings him to Christ, and enable him to touch the hem
of His garment, he shall be saved-saved as surely as the oldest saint
in paradise-saved as completely and eternally as Peter, or John,
or Paul. What is written is written, and shall never fail, "Whosoever believeth on Him "-not whosoever has strong and mighty
faith-CC Whosoever believeth on Him shall not be ashamed."-Bishop

Ryle.
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Sermons ant! Rotes of

~er.mons.

THE MYSTERY OF THE CHURCH OF CHIUST.
A SERMON BY THE LATE REV. J. VV. GOWRHW, RA.
THE following discourse will specially interest those of our readers
who enjoyed the personal acquaintance of the much-beloved and
singularly faithful servant of Christ, :Ji[r. GOWRING.
Th<) sermon
possesses many peculiar associations. ,Ve are not aware that it has
ever been reprinted since the year 1838, when Mr. GOWRING was
acting as Curate of Harewood, under that fearless witness for the
wbole counsel of God-the 11,ev. R. HALE.
It was preached in
Harewood Parish ChurcD, on Sunday, September 2nd, 1838, before
the then BISHOP of RIPON, and was published "at the particula.r
request" of Mr. HALE. Prefixed to the sermon, as printed, the
following note appears : "On this the second occasion, that the author has had the
honour of preaching before his Diocesan within the last twelve
months, as also on the former, he was not aware that his Lordship
would be present until his arrival at church.
On both occasions
te preached from the text he had previously intended, but haying
no notes, he cannot vouch for the verbal correctness of what is printed
with what was preached. As to the general outline and treatment
of the subject, and even to much of the language, he feels no doubt
whatever. He has not attempted to writ,e with the wisdom of words,
but rather with plainness of speech.
"It may be asked, Why print sermons preache~ before the Bishop
without a request from him 1 The author would simply reply, That
as those that preach and speak this way, have always been spoken
against-(Acts xix. 9)-so it is now; and as we are not ashamed
of the Gospel, nor of the testimony the Lord enables. us to make of
it, we are therefore desirous that our opinions may not be hid under
a bushel, and are therefore unwilling to pass by the important occasion
of what we speak before our oonstituted Diocesan: who is appointed
as the guardian over this portion of the Church of England, to
see that nothing contrary to sound doctrine, either in truth or in
practice, should be allowed."
[A copy of the discourse has been in our possession for some years,
and we publish it in loving memory of our honoured friend and
brother, who, from time to time, used to occupy our pulpit, at
St. David's Church, London.-ED.]
"This is a gTeat mysteTY: but I speak concel'ning CMist and the
ChW-fCh."-EpHESIANS v. 32.
A MYSTERy-what is it 1 a thing hid, concealed, or not known,
until it is revealed or made known. It is God's will that we should
be surrounded with mysteries. Map is, in a great measure, a mystery to himself, and so is everything about him, as to its origin and
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end. He thinks, indeed, that by his human reason, he is able to
search into, and find out, the causes of different things; but we are
told with respect to one mystery, by One who cannot lie, that" The
wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof,
but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth \ (John
iii. 8). And yet, vain man would pretend to discover that of which
we are here told that he cannot tell.
Do we, then, condemn the
application of our human faculties, with which we are endowed by
God, to the investigation of such subjects? No, by no means; but
at the same time we would remember that man, by human reason,
can only argue on the facts 01' knowledge he has: and even supposing that with these facts his conclusions are uorrect; yet, when
further facts, or more uorrect knowledge is obtained, his conclusions
by reason, might be far different. Very little dependence, then, can
be placed on the conclusions arrived at by reason, unless we are
sure (and what man can be 1) that all the facts or knowledge connected with the subject are known.
We value these attainments
as tending to exercise the mind of man, and thus showing what
his powers are: but not as capable of discovering the true causes of
things; and therefore we must still, notwithstanding the boasted march
of intellect, consider everything about us as a mystery: and in
support of this we have the clear Word of God in Ecclesiastes
viii. 17, "Then I beheld all the work of God, that a man cannot
find out the work that is done under the sun: because though a
man labour to seek it out, yet he shall not find it; yea farther,
though a wise mar. think to know it, yet shall he not be ableto find it." However, men would give the direct lie here to God,
and say that they can do that which He says they cannot. "Let
God be true, and every man :t liar." The concluisons of human
reason are one thing, and truth, which is the revelation of God, is
another. But it is not with these natural mysteries that we are
now concerned, but with higher mysteries, even with the mysteries
of salvation! And that the whole covenant arid scheme of salvation
is a mystery is clear, since we find it written of those who are
appointed to preach the Gospel of this salvation: "Let a man so
account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God" (1 Cor. iv. 1). Again, our Saviour said to His
disciples, " Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom
of heaven, but to them (those without) it is not given" (Matt. xiii. 11).
And why are they mysteries? but that they are "hid from the wise
and prudent," since man is by himself utterly incapable of understanding or seeking after God. As soon might we expect the dead
bodies in the churchyard around us, to heal' and understand me now
speaking, as for a natural man by himself to comprehend the things
of God; they are hid from him; he has no eyes to see, no ears to
hear, nor no heart to understand. No doubt some will here exclaim,
It is nonsense and folly to say so; for are we not able to under
stand other subjects, and read the Bible? True; and we do not
expect to make such think different; for were they to receive "he
truth, it would at once give the lie to what we have said. Where the
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truth is preached, it will always likewise be proclaimed, "Who hath
believed our report~" (See Isaiah liii. 1, with John xii. 37-41.) But
we have the plain words of the Holy Ghost to establish this truth,
in 1 Cor. ii. 10-14: "'1'he natural man receiveth not the things
of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness nnto him: neither call
be kno,"them, because they are spiritually discerned." The things of
God (that is, those things which" eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,
neither have entered into the heart of man "), are then foolishness
unto, and cannot be received or discerned by, the natural man (or
sO~tlical man, that is, man having merely a soul, and destitute of a
.~pirit.
(See Jude 19.) "But God hath revealed them unto UR
[the Church] by His Spirit;" and so far they cease then, when
so revealed, to be mysteries, or things hid; not but what, even to
the spiritual man, there is still much of mystery, since now he
knows in part; but looks forward to the till1e when he shall
know even as he is known (1 Cor. xiii. 12). Such a one seeks not
to be wise above, nor beyond, what is written, but as far as is
written; knowing that "the things which are revealed, belong unto
us and to our children;" and on the other haud, what is not revealed
does not belong to us: as it is written, "Secret things belong unto
the Lord" (Deut. xxix. 29). The Apostle, therefore, as a steward of
the mysteries of God, kept back no part of the counsel of God
(Acts xx. 20); and no more will any successor of the Apostle-successor not according to the modern papistical notion of a carnal
appointment by carnal men,~:' but according to the calling of, and
* We are well aware that we are deemed most uncharitable and censorious, in
thus expressing our opinion of the would-be successors of the Apostles, as well
as other religious professors; but we are in good company, for Paul says, "If
a man preach any other Gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be
accursed" (Gal. i. 9). A living steward of the mysteries of God, has also in a
masterly manner taken up this accusation, and we will therefore quote his words
for the reader's instruction :-" I am prepared to meet the reproach which these
statements will bring upon me; for such is the temporising spirit of the times,
that one will say, ' How uncharitable!' another will exclaim, ' How censorious! '
and a third will sneer and mutter, 'He thinks nobody right hut himself! Churchmen wrong! Dissenters wrong! all wrong!' I reply, all are wrong who are not
born again! I do not censure a Churchman because he is a Churchman, but
because he is carlwl! I have no contention with a Dissenter because he is a
Dissenter, but because he is carnal! For I conceive the greatest curse upon earth
to be a carnal-minded professor of the religion of Jesus!
'To be carnally
minded is death' (Rom. viii. 6). A carnal monarch may create carnal prelates-'
carnal prelates may ordain carnal priests-and carnal priests deceive carnal
multitudes to their eternal destruction. Moreover, a carnal Nonconformist may
speculate in religions things, and employ his ca,pital, or his talent, in chapel
building, and in amusing orations,-while the object is carnal, the means carnal,
and the end death! But the tpue Christian, whether he be an Episcopalian or a
Nonconformist, is a spiritual jrian i-born of the Spirit-taught of the Spirit-and
living under the anointing of the Spirit, in the enjoyment of 'life and peace.'
With such I have no contention, but ardently desire to cultivate every feeling of
brotherly kindness; ,but I cannot cease to expose and to oppose that carnal
systematic mockery of God, which in every pale of profession employs carnill
agents, with carnal means, to deceive souls, by substitu ting the form of godliness
for the power. And if this faithfulness offends, I glory in being an offender."Rev. Joseph Irons's Sermon on Divine Registration.
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appointment to, the office by Christ, the head of the Church, who
holdeth for that end His ministers in His right hand. What then
are these mysteries of salvation or of the Gospel, which the Apostle
prays that he may be enabled to set forth with all boldness?
(Eph. vi 19.) We read of the mystery of godliness, as it is written
(1 Tim. iii. 16), "Without controversy great is the mystery of
godliness: God manifested in the flesh."
Again, in Col. ii. 2, we
find: "'1'he acknowledgment of the mystery of Him who is God and
Father, and of Christ."
Again, the Apostle says, " We speak the
wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God
ordained before the world unto our glory" (1 Cor. ii. 7).. Further wc
read of "holding the mystery of faith" (1 Tim. iii. 9). Then thcre
is the mystery of the calling of the Gentiles, besides others that are
mentioned in Holy Scripture. But there is another mystery spoken
of by Paul, in his second Epistle to the Thessalonians, namely, "thc
mystery of iniquity" (chap. ii. 7, 8), which he saith already works
and as "evil men and seducers" were to "wax worse and worse"
(2 Tim. iii. 13), we may safely conclude that it works now, although
that wicked one may not yet be revealed. Now the grand mover and
agent in this mystery is the devil, the god of this world, in hi;;
religious character as an angel of light, whereby he works in a secret,
crafty, and mysterious manner to deceive even, if it were possible, thc
very elect; but this cannot be; yet the Lord permits him to go to ;,
certain extent; yea, He himself sends to some "a strong delusion,
that they should believe a lie" (2 Thess. ii. 11); and thus they are
"deceiving and being deceived" (2 Tim. iii. 13), while they think all
the while that they are right. But hear the word of the Holy Ghost
as to this mystery in 2 Cor. xi. 13-15: "Such are false apostles,
deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.
An~ no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of
light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be trans
formed as the ministers of righteousness." This mystery we know full
well is indeed now working; and it must be so, since it was prophesied
that "the time should come when men would not endure sound
doctrine, but should heap to themselves teachers" (2 Tim. iv. 3).
There must then be heaps of false teachers, % and therefore this mystery
must work, that it may be so, and if "God sends strong delusion," &c.,
what child of His would wish it to be otherwise, when he is taught
to pray, "Thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven"? But we
pass from this mystery to that which belongs more to the matter of
our text.
The Apostle, in the former part of this Epistle, sets forth the
doctrine, and then in the latter part the practice that will follow
the reception of the doctrine. Now this i's the order that must be
observed, for the foundation must first be laid, before we attempt to
begin the building. Unless the tree is rooted in the ground, it

* Just as there were eight hundred and fifty false prophets of Baal in Israel,
to one true prophet of the Lord (1 Kings xviii. 19, 22): times are not better now
but worse. "He that hath ears to hear let him hear."
'-
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cannot stand against the stormy wind, nor bring therefore fruit to
perfection: so unless a believer is "rooted and grounded in Chri'3t,
and stablished in the faith" (Col. ii. 7, and Eph. iii. 17), he cannot
bring forth any thing but dead works. We do not deny but that
carnal men may have works which may have even a brilliant appearance,
but they are dead, in that they are performed by one spiritually
dead, and proceed not from faith, which all men have not, and without
which no man can please God. (See 2 Thess. iii. 2, and Heb. xi. 6.)
A tree is known by its fruits. Good fruit does not make the tree
good, but shows it to be good. It must first be a good tree before it
can bring forth good fruit.
Bad fruit shows a bad tree, and thc
truth of this is established by the word of the Lord in 1 Tim. i. 10,
for the Apostle, having mentioned some grievous sin, concludes with
saying, "and if there be any other thing that is contrary to sound
doctrine." Before we can love God, we must know Him, a.nd we can
only know Him as He has been pleased to reveal Himself in His Trinity
of Persons, accomplishing the salvation of the elect.
Again, before
we can love our brethren, we must know who they are, and what
constitutes a brother. Here then, in these two particulars, we see
how that sound doctrine must precede sound practice. Although,
then, the Church are saved solely by virtue of what Christ hath
done and suffered, and are therefore" saved by grace through faith,
"nd not of works," yet they are" created in Christ Jesus unto goon
works, wbich God hath before ordained that wc should walk in them"
(Eph. ii. 8-10). "Moreover, this grace is effectual to aecomplish
that which God undertakes, and which He has pm'posed; and
therefore it teaches all those that receive it, whatever their situation
in life, "to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, and to live soberly,
righteously, and godly, in this present world" ('fit. ii. 12). He that gives
the command unto His people, gives them the power also at the same time.
" He works in them both to will and to do," and so they are enabled to
work that which is well pleasing in His sight. We must then acknowledge,
that since it was the will of Christ in giving Himself for the Church, to
deliver those for wbom He gave Himself, "from this present evil
world" (Gal. i. 4), nothing can stop His will, for" He doeth according
to His will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the
earth; and none can stay His hand, or say unto Him, What doest
Thou ~" (Daniel iv. 35.) Further, consider how the Holy Ghost
speaks of the power that works in those that believe, as it is written
in Ephesians i. 19, 20: "The exceeding greatness of His power to
us-ward who believe, according to the working of His mighty power"
(or the might of His power), "which He wrought in Christ when He
raised Him from the dead;" and as this power works in those that
have faith, it will most assuredly cause the doing of those works we
are created to bring forth; not to recommend us to the favour of
God, but rather as the consequence of our being in His favour. If,
therefore, the life of a professor be not according to godliness, it
follows that whatever the profession may be, such have not been
"saved by grace through faith," otherwise the same grace would have
been effectual to their adorning the doctrine of Christ their' Saviour
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all things. Having thus established the scriptural connection
between sound doctrine and sound practice, shall we, as stewards of
the mysteries of God, attempt to be wiser than God, and keep back
these dangerous doctrines, these hard sayings, because some contend
that the preaching of the doctrines of grace leads to licentiousness 1
ought we not rather, as faithful stewards, to declare the whole counsel
of God, both as to doctrine and also life according to sound doctrine;
whether the result be "a savour of life unto life, or of death unto
death" 1 for God's Word shall accomplish that which He pleases, and
shall prosper in the thing whereunto He hath sent it (Isaiah Iv. 11);
all endeavours and zeal to bring about anything beyond this are vain
and empty. We must remember the answer that the Holy Ghost
gives by Paul to the empty objections of vain man-objections correctly drawn indeed, and unanswerable by human reason, but which
the Holy Ghost gets rid of thus: "As we be slanderously reported,
and as some affirm that we say, Let us do evil that good may come,
whose damnation is just," that is, those who argue thus, establish
themselves as children of wrath, unrenewed by the Holy Ghost, and
therefore justly cond.emned. Again it is written, "Nay, but, 0 man,
who art thou that repliest against God 1 Shall the thing formed
say to Him that formed it, Why hast Thou made me thus 1 Hath
not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one
vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour ~"(Rom iii. 8; ix.
20, 21.)
Now, among other practical lessons of the life according to sound
doctrine, mentioned by the Apostle in this Epistle, is that of husbands
to wives: "Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ loved the
Church, and gave Himself for it "-(mark, it is for it-the ChU1'chthat Christ gave Himself; or as He says in John x., "I lay down My
life for My sheep ")-" that He might sanctify and cleanse it with
the washing of water by the Word; that He might present it to
Himself a glorious Church, not having spot. or wrinkle, or any such
thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. So ought
men to love their wives as their own bodies: he that loveth his
wife loveth himself.
For no man ever yet hated his own flesh;
but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the Church: for
we are members of His body, of His flesh, and of His bones. For this
cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined
unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. This is a great
mystery: but T speak concerning Christ and the Church" (Eph.
v. 25-32).
The mystery here, then, referred to is the union and oneness
between Christ and the Church; and this is a most important and
essential doctrine in the mystery of the Gospel, for on this hangs the
whole of salvation. Our Saviour clearly revealed this doctrine in
His last prayer (John xvii. 11) : "Holy Father, keep through Thine
own name those whom Thou hast given Me, that they may be one,
as we are. Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which
shall believe on Me through their word, that all they may be one.:
as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be
2 A
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one in us: that the world may believe that Thou hast sent Me. And
the glory which Thou gavest Me I have given them; that they may
be one, even as we are one: 1 in them and Thou in Me, that they
may be made perfect in one." Here then is the doctrine of the oneness of Christ and His Church clearly revealed, but still there is
much of mystery about it. The fact of the oneness is no mystery to
the children, but many circumstances connected with it are still so,
and will remain so till the time that we shall know even as we are
known. This doctrine is also set forth under various similes for our
better comprehension of it; for instance, in connection with our text,
as husband and wife; Christ the husband, and the Church, His
spouse, the wife; and therefore no more twain, but one. Again as
one body, Christ being the head, and the Church the members, as
it is written (Eph. iv. 15, 16), "The head, even Christ: from whom
the whole body" (the Church, chap. i. 22, 23), "fitly joined together,
and compacted by that which every joint supplieth." Again, a& one
tree or vine, as Christ says, "I am the vine, ye are the branches."
Again, as one building, Christ the head-stone, or chief corner-stone,
and His Church the building, or temple. (See Eph. ii. 20, 21.)
(To be continued.)

THE LIGHT OF 'l'HE WORLD.
I WANDERED on in gloom of night,
No gleam of bright to-morrow!
SPIRIT Divine, reveal Thy light,
Uplift these clouds of sorrow.

Helpless, I cried in dark despair;
When through the shadows
gleaming
I saw from far the dawnlight
fair,
With brightest glory streaming.
"Come unto Me, I am thy
Way,"
I heard a sweet voice calling;
Thell on I hastened to the day
Though often stumbling, falling:
Till to my SAVIOUR'S arms I
came,
My LORD and I together;
With gentle voice He spoke my
name
And gave me light for ever!

The mists dispersed, the shadows
fled,
New beauties bloomed around
meI marked the way His hand had led,
And blest the love that found me.
Oh, hear the message, one and all,
That grope in shadows dreary,
List to that tender, loving call,
" Come unto Me, ye weary."
LIGHT of the world, the Sun, the
Star,
Where sin's dark waves are
swelling,
What countless hearts, in ages far,
Have felt Thy rays indwelling!
Our Resurrection, Joy, and Peace,
Our Hope that waneth never,
By Thy blest power, which cannot
cease,
Light up each heart for ever!
EDITH MARSH.

GOD in the creation is a God above us, in the iaw He is a God
against us, only in the Gospel He is Emmanuel, a God with us, a God
like us, a God for us.-Bishop Reynolds.
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NIULTUM IN P ARVO.
THE London Council of the United Protestant Societies has unanimously agreed to the following llesolution :-" That in the opinion
of this Meeting-representing forty-four Societies pledged to the
maintenance of 'the Protestant Reformed Religion established by
Law '-it would be fatal to the well-being of the British Empire,
and opposed to all constitutional usage and principle, to permit any
alteration in 'the Declaration against Transubstantiation' made by
the Sovereign on the first day of his first Parliament, after his
accession to the Throne of England, or in the Oath to be
administered to the Sovereign at his Coronation, and this Meeting
hereby pledges itself, aud those whom it represents, to oppose to
the utmost, by' all lawful means, any attempt that may be made in
this direction."-At a meeting of the Dublin Protestant ThoLlsand
last month, in the Rotunda, Colonel LEFROY presiding, the following
resolution was passed, on the motion of Dr. illoCHEANE EDGAH,
Presbyterian minister, seconded by ilIr. WALl'ER WALSH, author of
The Secl'et HistoTy of the Ox/m'd Movement :-" That in the opinioll
of this meeting, organized by the Dublin Protestant Thousand, it is
essential, for the preservation of our civil and religious liberties,
and the freedom of the British Empire from the political and foreign
influence of the Vatican, and a matter of great importance and value
to Roman Catholics, as well as Protestants, that the King's Protestant
Declaration and Coronation Oath shall be maintained unimpaired."Mr. WILLIA)I JOHKSTOK, "JI.P., writing in the StandaTd last month on
the KING'S Declaration against Popery, said :-" It is with no feeling
of pleasure, but from a strong sense of duty, that I venture to ask
your permission to say something on the Royal Accession Oath. 1
am especially moved to do this by noticing in the Freeman's Journal
of :Ylarch 8th-the death day of WILLIMI IlL-a resolution passed,
under the presidency of the Mayor, by the Kilkenny Corporation.
The conclusion of it is in these words :-' That the Irish Roman
Catholics, inen and women, who donned black as mournin~ for the
I.ate QUEEN of ENGLA.KD, the same QUEEX who, in her day, took the
same blasphemous oath that her son, the present Knw of ENGLA.ND,
has just taken, deserve to be denounced and branded as renegade
Catholics, and as condoners in that blasphemous oath against the
Holy Sacrifice of the Hass and against the Blessed Mother of God.'
The question to be decided is, whether England is to abjure the
Reformation and repeal the Act of Settlement; or whether the land of
heroes and martyrs is to maintain the Protestant Throne. I have to
thank The 8tandaTd for giving fully the words I used on this
subject, on Tuesday, in the House of Commons. That I am not
alone in my views is evidenced by the sentiments expressed in the
National Review for March, in reference to Roman Catholic encroachments. It does not mention, as it might have done, that every shadc
2 A 2
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of Protestant opinion, ecclesiastical and lay, has sent addresses or
offered congratulatioIls to the KING on his Accession j that the white
mau, the red man, the yellow man, and the black man shared ill
saying words of sorrow concerning the death of the great QUEEN,
and of gladness that her son had succeeded. But neither Cardinal,
priest, nor patriot, acknowledging the sovereignty of LEO XIII.
has sent congratulations to KING EDWARD. IB it too much to say,
as the National Review does, 'Any Government which abolished the
Declaration would have a very short shrift'?"--The report of the
representative body of the Church of Ireland has just been issued.
It shows that the receipts from voluntary contributions during the
past year amounted to £ 173,539, an increase on the receipts of the
preceding year of £42,367. We may seize this opportunity of
directing attention to a valuable article in thiB month's Churchman
by the BISHOP of DERRY and RAP HOE, on the Disestablished Irish
Church, showing quite clearly that there haye been some decided
gains by disestablishment. 'l'he advance in the amonnt of contributions
sent to the Church Missionary Society, for example, is very marked. Vie
do not know whether the zeal of the Irish Church for the conversion
of the Romanists at its own doors has grown in like proportion.Mr. WALTER WALSH, author of the Secret History qf the Ox/onl
ilfovement, writing in the English Churchman recently, made the
following instructive remarks :-" There was published last week, by
METHUEN &; Co., a History of the Jesuits in England, which is likely
to make that notorious Order very uncomfortable. It is a thi(·k
volume of 513 pages, published at the extravagantly high price of
one guinea net, and is written by the Rev. E. L. TAUNTON, who is,
I am given to understand, a Roman Catholic priest. If he really
be one, I am almost inclined to pity him, for he is sure to incur
the hatred of the Jesuits to an exceptional degree, and to feel the
full strength 01 their abnse for telling the truth about their past
history in this country.
Such an exposure of Jesuit disloyalty,
lying, and tyranny has probably never before been issued. There
is full proof given for everything.
Mr. TAUNTON'S estimate of
Father GARNET, and the part he played in the Gunpowder Plot,
is most valuable. He shows that several months before the event
was to take place Garnet knew all about it, in full detail, outsideof the Confessional j and yet, with this ample knowledge in his
possesBion, he not only did not reveal what he knew to the Government, but actually wrote to his Superior, ROBERT PARSONS, then in
Rome, to assure him that the Roman Catholics in England were
perfectly quiet, and had no intention to create any disturbances!
rrhe crooked ways and lying conduct of the Jesuit PARSONS are here
exposed. in ,~ clear and startling light, and the history of the Order
in England is carried down to the year 1773, when it was suppressed by the POPE. It is well known that there was a large body
of what are termed 'Liberal Homan Catholics' in England at the
:lommencement of the Nineteenth Century, but now they scarce dare
to show their faces in public, more especially since Dr. VAUGHAN and
his Bishops wrote- their recent Pastoral Letter denouncing their' sup-
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posed wickedness. And now this is followed up by the abuse of the
Jesuits, in their official organ, the Month, for April. It declares that
'Liberal Catholicism' is 'worldly' and 'disobedient.' They who
profess it are like 'Demas,' who loved the present world; and
are engaged in the evil work of 'cheapening Heaven (and) wellnigh abolishing Hell.' A Liberal Roman Catholic is said to be ' not
of the stuff that martyrs are made of'; and as to Heaven, 'he little
loves the company which he knows he shall find there.' And yet,
for all their wickedness, Liberal R0manists 'are not heretics.'
Such a Romanist is denounced as an 'infection,' and, in short, it is
affirmed that 'he is no loyal, loving subject of Christ the King.'
And yet these much-abused men accept and believe every doctril'le
Their real offence is that on the mere
of the Church of Rome.
worldly aspect of ecclesiastical matters they sometimes dare to think
for themsel ves, and even to doubt the worldly wisdom of the
cardinals and bishops. Men of this sort must be put down at any
price. There is no room for them in the Church of Rome, which is
the greatest enemy to freedom of thought and human liberty the world
has ever seen.
She is getting worse in this respect every year."Our trusty Protestant contemporary, The Bulwark, commenting on
the Premier's recent nomination of Dr. 'VIKNINGTON-INGRAM to the
See of London, says :-" LORD SALISBURY was well besought to aim
at the selection of a churchman with a reputation for loyalty to
Reformation principles as set out in the Prayer Book.
Dr.
WHiNINGTON-INGRAM, Bishop of Stepney, who has been promoted
Bishop of London, has a reputation for zeal and devotion to the
social needs of the poor, and for these gifts he .will find ample scope
in his new sphere. - But for all that he is High Church, and is more
likely to be found helping on the anti-Reformation drift of the
Church than the reverse. For such an appointment and others that
ha've preceded it there are only two explanations possible.
Either
there are none among the Evangelicals with sufficient gifts for high
office, which is incredible, 01' His Majesty's advisers are reckless of
opinion, and are determed to help on the Romanizers.
Judging
by the attitude of the Government on other points, there seems
to be little doubt that this is so."-The following regrettable
paragraph appeared in The llf01'ning Post on Tuesday, the 2nd
of April :_<1 The infant daughter of the EARL and COUNTESS
of DEKBIGH was christened yesterday in the chapel attached to
Newnham Paddox, and was given the name of VIC'I'ORIA MARY
DoLORES.
HIS MAJESTY the KING was pleased to be one of the
godparents, and was represented on the occasion by the Hon. EVERARD
FEILDI:\G.
The sponsors were the EARL of GAINSBOROUGH and
VISCOUNTESS ENCOMBE. In view of the wcll-known rule of the Church,
which requires both' godparents to be Catholics, our readers will be
able to supply for themseives the necessary corrections to this an·
nouncement. HIS MAJESTY was represented on the happy occasion,
but his part at the baptism was purely complimentary, and, of course,
both the gqdparents were Catholics." The Roman Catholic Tablet
reprints this paragraph without note or comment.
Did our late
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beloved QUEEN set her august son any precedent for such an act 1Good Friday and Easter Sunday were observed this year in the London
churches by many and elaborate Ritual services.
The" Three
Hours' Agony," which was preached at St. Paul's by one of the Cowley
Fathers, has, we grieve to observe, been introduced in certain
" Evangelical" churches, notably St. J ude's, South Kensington, the
Vicar of which PREBENDAUY EARDLEY-'VILMOT, is one of the Simeon
tmstees! " -1'he Editor of a contemporary, replying to a correspondent
who had <lefended the veneration of the "cross," lately wrote:"The Apostle Paul 'gloried,' not in the Roman gibbet-the stam'os,
or stake-but in the doctrine of Christ crucified. The curse-tree was,
indeed, an instrument of the Redeemer's death,~o also was Judas,
the traitor. The one was in:mimate and the other intelligent, yet
what Christian would 'glory' in the false Apostle) And if not,-on
what principle why not ~ Surely, because of the obvious absurdity and
impiety of the proposition. No passage of inspired Scripture has been
more wickedly perverted from its contextual meaning than
the words you quote in your apology for the material 'cross.'
-At a meeting of the Southern Presbytery of the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland, held at St. Jude's Chnrch, Glasgow, last
month, the following resolution anent the Coronation Oath was
unanimously adopted :-" The Southern Presbytery of the Free
Presbyterian Church of Scotland, viewing with deep sorrow and
alarm the efforts that are being put forth to have the Coronation
Oath changed, and the connivance of the Prime Minister and other
Protestant statesmen with the representatives of the Church of
Rome in this matter, solemnly declares that, should the Sovereign's
vows, promises, and engagements to uphold the Protestant and Presbyterian religion in the realm be tampered with, the allegiance of
Protestants to the KING'S Throne will be exceedingly weakened and
endangered. Therefore this Presbytery strongly protests against any
alteration being made, verbal or otherwise, in the terms of the
Coronation Oath."-An Irish correspondent, writing from Belfast,
says :-" Many persons may not be aware how firmly Ireland is
bound-all that is intelligent, respectable, and law-abiding in
it-to the Protestant Succession to the British Crown in
the line of KING EnwARD THE SEVENTH. Being as strongly
committed to this course, in point of law, duty, and resolve, as either England or Scotland, this country wherein
the battle of the British Constitution was fought and won more
than two centuries ago, stands to the great Protestant Settlement then
effected, and will gladly take its share with the greater island in maintaining it unimpaired. The following is an exact copy of the second
clause in the' Treaty of Union between Great Britain and Ireland,'
which came into force on the first day of January, '1801 : - ' That it be
the Second Article of Union, that the Succession to the Imperial
Crown of the said United Kingdom, and of the Dominions thereunto
belonging, shall continue limited and settled in the same Manner, as
the Succession to the Imperial Cro'Wn of the said Kingdoms of Gl'eat
B1'itain and I1"eland now stands limited and settled, according to the
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existing laws and to the Terms of Union between Enqland and Scotland.'
The limitation and settlement referred to includes the Sovereign's
taking and subscribing the Royal Declaration against Transubstantiation on acceding to the Crown, and the Coronation Oath on the
day of being invested with the Crown and Sceptre, as well as the
obligation to maintain 'the true Protestant religion,' as required by
the Act of Union with Scotland. This, being a compact between the
Royal Family and the nation, should be held inviolable under all circumstances and conditions, and to this great international covenant,
Ireland ie as irrevocably pledged as any other portion of the British Realm,
and its Protesant people should be ready to stand to it to the death,
These facts may well inspirit Protestants in not yielding a single inch
to ltomish aggression, 01' lowering in any degree that flag of victory for
the truth which floated over the heads of the defenders of Derryand
the Protestant combatants at the Boyne Anyone who compromised on
so vital a question would be no friend to the Royal Family, the peace
of Ireland, or to the prosperity, as well as safety, of the United
Kingdom,"
ROMAN CATHOLIC MENDACITY.
[From The Banner' of Truth for April, 1901.]

THE O'HAGAN family have been among the staunchest supporters of
Romanism in Ireland for generations, To LADY O'HAGAl\' may be
attributed the initiative in the formation of some of the leading
Roman Catholic charitable institutions in Dublin.
The Roman
Catholic Nurses' Home, the Sacred Heart Home, St. Brigid's, and
several other institution;;, owe much to the zeal and also to the wealth
of the fam;]y. The late LORD CHIEF JUSTICE O'HAGAN was an
eminent member of the legal profession, and one of the pillars of
the Romish Church. His widow and children have left the Church
of Rome; we regret very much that their present connecti"n is not
with our Church. However, we are thankful to record the steadfastness of young LORD 0' HAGAN, who died recently from enteric fever
in South Africa. Great efforts have been made through the Romish
section of the Press to make out that he returned to the Roman Communion before his death. The falsehood has been repeated again
and again, both in the Weekly Register, the Tablet, the Universe, and
the Irish papers, and each time a different story is told. As these
papers do not print the official denial of LADY O'HAGAN, we think it
well to give publicity to the letter which appeared in the I1-ish Times
of ~Iarch 2nd:THE LATE LORD O'HAGAN AND THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH.
'1'0 THE EDITOR OF THE "IRISH 'l'IMES."
Sir,-Almost simultaneously with the announcement of my son,
LORD O'HAGAN'S death from enteric fever in South Africa last
December, a statement appeared in certain Catholic periodicals
and other newspapers to the effect that my son had been received
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into the Roman Catholic Church about a month before his death by
Father BERNARD RAWLINSON, a Benedictine. Quite recently another
statement has been published under the name of Dr. M'SHERRY,
Vicar Apostolic in South Africa, the new version being that my son
had been" reconciled" only a few days before his death by a Father
BRADLEY, described as an ex-Franciscan.
In addition to the private information which assured me that
those conflictiug statements were quite unfounded, I have now
received official information which I think it my duty to make
publicly known through the medium of your widely read journal.
From an official report made from head-quarters at the Cape, and
confirmed by the W'ar Office in London, it now appears:1. That when the late Lieutenant LORD O'HAGAN, Grenadier
Guards, arrived at Springfontein Hospital, suffering from enteric, he
was quite sen!'\ible and had no delirium, and when asked the
question as to what his religion was, he replied" Church of England"
(this being one of the designations recognized by the regulators
and sufficiently expressing, as he thought, his Protestant religious
position).
2. Colonel ALLEN, RA.M.C. and P M.O., Springfontein Hospital,
states that he himself had this confirmed both by my son's personal
servant and by Sergeant-Major COOKE, Grenadier Guards.
3. Colonel ALLEN further states that Nursing Sister MINNY, of
the same hospital, herself a RC., has declared that LORD O'HAGAN
told her that he was not a RO.; and in a telegram, dated
January 26th, 1901, the P.M.O. of Springfontein adds that LORD
O'HAGAN told the same nurse that "he did not wish the RC.
Chaplain who was in the hospital to visit him." He concludes the
same telegram, saying, "I have no doubt as to Lord O'HAGAN'S
religion."
4. LORD O'HAGAN was visited throughout his illness by the Rev.
W. GRIFFITHS, the Church of England Chaplam, and buried by him
at Springfontein.
5. Father BERNARD RAwuNsoN was not at Springfontein, but has
been Chaplain with the Royal Irish Regiment, now at Belfast (South
Africa) for the last four months.
No notice is taken in the official report of the visit which Father
BRADLEY is said to have paid to the hospital at Springfontein a
few days before LORD O'HAGAN'S death. In any case, it is clear
that the military authorities did not consider that a change of
religion had occurred, since the Church of Elll~dand Chaplain
continued his ministrations and buried the deceased offieer. Moreover, at that period, my son was constantly delirious, and would
have been physically incapable of any mental effol't. Indeed, what
could have happened during those days of high fever and unconsciousness to changa my son's views, which he had so distinctly
declared to the Catholic nurse, before he became unconscious, as
she has herself plainly and most honourably stated!
I wish to add / that in making these facts public I am influenced
by no personal feeling. Had my son, who, up to the last, so much
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valued the religion which he shared with his mother, his brother,
and his sisters, seen fit to change it for another creed, I should
have respected the decision of his conscience and defended his
action, even if I had been unable to aC:Jept his views. But out of
respect for my son's memory, I cannot allow that to be said (f him
which he did not do. Moreovel', it is a serious thing that British
officer~ who have given their lives in the service of their country
should be exposed to such misrepresentations, from whatever motives,
and I trust that those newspapers which have given currency to
them will consider it a moral duty to give equal publicity to their
authoritati ve contradiction.-Yours, &c.,
(Signed) ALICE M. O'HAGAK.
Townley Hall, BU1'nley, Febnwl'y 19th.

JACOBITE TREASON.
THE H,oman Catholic authorities are now in a state of trepidation lest,
after all, their machinations against the Protestantism of the Crown
should end in a fiasco, The venture has from the first admittedly
been a desperate one, and the cryptic negotiations carried on with the
powers that be have been of an extremely delicate and treacherous
eharacter. The plausible grievance that certain expressions to be
found in the Sovereign's statutable protest against the blasphemous
and idolatrous creed of the modern Papacy is ,merely a foil; and the
British public cannot be too wary lest the attempt to throw open the
throne to a Papist-which is the tenninus ad quem of the Papal tactics
-prove successful. That nothing less ambitious than that end is
actuating the Vatican authorities-who are really the principals in
the plot- is daily becoming apparent,
We may conveniently illu~trate the fact off-hand. Before us lies a
copy of The Jacobite, dated February 28th, 1901. This publication,
entered at Stationers' Hall, and registered as a newspaper, describes
itself as " the Organ of the Legitimist Jacobite League of Great Britain
and Ireland," and bears the impress, "Vol. ii., No. 1." The Jacobite
is issued quarterly, and "on such other occasions as the Central
Executive Committee may consider desirable."
Its contents are
indicati ve of dangerous intentions against the reigning Protestant
dynasty, though the utterances veil the real objects of the Legitimists
with considerable skill. A strong appeal for unity among the adherents
of the Stuarts would seem to show that differences of some sort
prevail in the ranks, but their nature is not disclosed. " Want of
unity," says the editor, "has always been the curse of Jacobitism; it
ruined the chance of KING JA~IES in 1715, and again in 1745. We
urge all J acobites to see to it that want of unity shal,l not ruin
their chance no IV. The Central Executive Committee of the League,
cordially supported by the Order of St. Germains, have made
overtures on more than one occasion lately to the representatives of
the Order of the White Rose in the direction of an amicable union.
We are sorry that these overtures have not been met half-way; this
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much we must ilay in justice to ourselves. Vi e now appeal to all
Jacobites to do their utmost in their respective societies to
promote good feeling among ourselve~, remembering that it is only
in union that strength can ever be found." Following this exhortation to the ranks of treason to close up, appears-with singular fitness
-an article headed, "Treason 1 or Constitutional Right 1" The drift
of the composition is set forth in the opening sentence: "Inquiries
frequently reach us from persons who are in hearty sympathy with
the principles of the Legitimist Jacobite League, but fear to associate
themselves openly with its work, lest they should be participators in a
treasonable association. Among such doubters are many who hold
official positions, and feel that their case is complicated by the fact
that they have taken the Oath of Allegiance to the present Occupant
of the throne and his heirs after him, for ever." The Jacobite editor
then proceeds to dissipate all such qualms of conscience, in the course
of which he comes into collision with what he terms ,. rigid conditions,"
under which the reigning dynasty claim the throne. "The present
title of the English Monarch is based entirely on a definite agreement
between the Houses of Parliament and the Sovereign, whereby a
Parliamentary title alone was conferred. To this agreement sundry
rigid conditions were affixed "-namely, the taking of the Protestant
Coronation Oath, and the solemn swearing of the Declaration against
Popery-" which render the hereditary right of s11bordinate importance as compared with the religious belief of the next heir to the
throne." In other words, the absolute necessity of the claimant to the
British throne" being Protestant," and of his making formal profession
of that" true religion," in accordance with the provisions of the Bill of
Rights, blocks the way-at present-to the resumption of the Crown
by a Papist.
Hence the concentrated attack on the Bill of Rights by the POPE
and his ecclesiastical and lay representatives in the United Kingdom.
To again quote the Jacobite organ :-" It is absurd to contend that
advocacy of one Act of Parliament has been, or can be, declared
treasonable by another Act. By the same right that they passed the
Act of Settlement, the people can npeal it. The point is not arguable."
Thus, the issue before the country at the present moment is made as
clear as the sun at noon. The Bill of Rights and the Act of Settlement are to be abrogated, the n8tion is to go behind the Revolution of
1688, and, by placing a Roman Catholic Sovereign on the throne, the
Protestant Reformation is to be subverted, notwithstanding its
beneficent results to the British Empire!
The success of this treasonable plot largely depends on the
unanimity with which it can be worked out by the aid of both
political parties in the State. Tories and Liberals must be united
in promoting the pro-Papal repeal legislation, or the case will be
lost. That fact is keenly realized by Dr. VAUGHAN and his coreligionists. And as already a rift in the political lute has been
discovered, the high hopes of the Vatican wire-pullers have met
with a considerable shock. 'fhis may be gathered from the following significant editorial paragraph which appears in the current
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issue of the Tablet.
It is devoutly to be desired that the leaders
of the Liberal party, on whose co-operation the plot to upset the
Protestant Succession largely depends, will refuse resolutely to beIf this bold, manly and patriotic attitude be
come compromised.
maintained, the Rome-serving SALISBURY Ministry will receive a fatal
blow, and the country at the next election will refuse to place any
trust in their Constitutional professions. The Tablet says :--" We
understand there is grave danger lest the proposed Committee,
composed of members of both Houses, to consider the terms of the
Itoyal Declaration, should not be appointed.
We are informed that
Mr. BALFOUR has nominated three members representing the Government; but that the members of the Opposition refuse to serve. The
Catholic members of the House of Commons, following the lead of the
Catholic Peers, naturally begged to be excused. No Catholic would
care formally to recommend the retention of even such a remnant of
the Declaration as is probably inevitable. But why should tha ordinary Protestant Radical have sCfllples 1 The calculation seems to be
that any interference with the Declaration will be unpopular, and
that so it will be prudent for the Opposition to dissociate themselves
from it btlforehand. If our information is correct, the Committee
wiII necessarily be confined to members of the Upper House, as it
would be contrary to all custom for one party only in the House of
Commons to be represented. "'Ye reserve comment upon these tactics
of the Opposition until we know for certain that they have been
persisted in, and that the Joint Committee has been definitely
Need we say more 1
wrecked by the action of the Liberal party."
The electorate must - continue to besiege the KING's Ministers with
petitions, protests, and letters of indignant condemnation of their
policy of surrender to the Papacy, and individual members of Parliament-of both parties-must be made to understand that Protestant England will have none of it!-"The English Churchman," April
11th, 1901.

NOT COMFORTLESS.
NOT comfortless, but comforted
Not comfortless, but comforted
By sacred Comforter unseen,
In tribulation great and sore,
Who ever faithfully abides
Which is the heritage of saints
In ransomed hearts made clean.
Upon this earthly shore.
N nt comfortless, but comforted
By Him who comforteth the
tried.
By blessedly revealing Christ,
Onee slain, now glorified.
Not comfortless, but comforted
By One as gentle as a
dove,
Who comforteth as. mothers
fond
Oft comfOl't babes they love.

Not comfortless, but comforted
With heavenly comfort sweet and
choice,
That Thou mayst comfort some that
mournMayst make their hearts rejoice.
Not comfortless, but comforted,
That thou by lip and life mayst
praise
The Everlasting Triune God
Through all thy future days.
ISA.
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CALVINISTIC PHOTESTAN1' UNION.
THE Fourteenth Anniversary of the Calvinistic Protestant Union was
held in Exeter Hall on Easter Monday, April 8th. The experiment
of holding the annual meetings on a Bank Holiday was amply war~
ranted by the large companies that assembled at each of the
assemblies of the afternoon and evening. '1'he meetings were, in fact,
the largest ever held in the history of the Union.
The first gathering of the day was a conversazione held at ha1£past two in the afternoon, when the floor of the Lower Exeter
Hall was fill~d. The President of the Union, the 11ev. CHARLES
STIRLING, M.A., occupied the chair. The opening hymn was ". Arm
of the Lord, awake, awake," and the Rev. W. SINDEK led the meeting
in prayer. 1'he Hon. Secretary (Mr. SIKDEN) then gave a sketch
of the Society's principles and work, and suggested an outline of
what it was hoped the afternoon's Conference might accomplish.
Mr. DAVID CATT, the energetic Organizing Secretary, whose praise
was in the mouths of all the speakers during the afternoon and
evening, followed with a brief report of the work done by the Union
during the past year. Nearly 300 meetings had been held, many
of them being lectures with and without the lantern, and there
were also public meetings, conferences, prayer meetings, &c. Over
fifty lantern lectures had been given to children with an aggregate
attendance of 20,000. These meetings had been held in no fewer
than 150 different districts. A large sum had been expended in the
free circulation of literature. A great many books and pamphlets
had been sold at meetings, and the Union had also published special
tracts for the general election and the London School Board election, of which ha1£-a-million were circulated.
LIEU'l,,-GENERAL SIR WILLIAM STIRLING, K.C.B., briefly expressed his
pleasure at being present and his interest in the work of the
Union.
Mr. DAvID JARVIS gave particulars of successful Protestant work
in Grantham.
Mr. LEOPOLD S)IITH (North-West London Branch)
explained the gratifying results arising from the establishment of
educational classes. Mr. RUlmELL also spoke of the work of the Union,
and the meeting was concluded by the Benediction.
1'he next engagement of the afternoon was a sermon preached by the
Rev. JAMES ORMISTON, Rector of St. Mary-le-POl;t, Bristol. The
company had now become greatly enlarged, and it was an inspiriting
sight when the great congregation rose to sing, "For Britain plead we,
God of love." The Rev. Dr. HAMILTON read the 5th chapter of
Galatians, and LIEUT.-GENERAL SIR W. STIRLING offered prayer.
"1\1:1'. ORi\IISTON took for his text Galatians v. 1, "Stand fast, therefore, in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not
entangled again with the yoke of bondage." If, said the preacher,
this inspired exhortation was considered necessary in Apostolic times,
how much more now 7 If the Mystery of Iniquity had already begun
to work, and evoked a faithful monition from the Apostle Paul, how
much greater was such a monition needed to-day, when the same
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Mystery of Iniquity was still more powerfully at work 7 'rhe Galatian
Church had become subject to the influence of J udaizing teachers,
who were preaching a doctrine half law and half Gospel, and were
endeavouring to graft law on to the grace of Christ. But, by adding
one single ordinance they made void the work of Christ, and, moreover,
by adding, "one jot or tittle " they implied that the work of Christ
was imperfect. It was important to bear these facts in mind to-day,
when men had crept into the Church adding ordinances which were'
making void the Word of God.
The Apostle Paul expressed his
astonishment that the Galatian believers-for they were believers, inasmuch as he speaks of them as having" begun in the Spirit"-should
be so soon removed to "another Gospel," vI' to that which called itself
"Gospe1." This" other Gospel" made the true Gospel of none effect,
though, as Mr. Omnsl'ox pointed out, in reality the Gospel of the
grace of God cannot possibly be frustrated, for it is impregnable,
invincible, and abideth for ever. .When they saw the ecclesiastical
world on the down-grade, they yet could take heart of courage in
the assurance that God was able to take care of His own truth.
The Apostle proceeds to speak of those who would "pervert" the
Gospel of Christ. They sought to please the flesh, to deny the necessity
of the New Birth. All forms of natural religion aimed at pleasing
the creature. But they must be very clear upon this point, that
unless men" were born again they could not see, or enter, the
Kingdom of God. The priest and t,he Church counted for nothing,
the work of the new creation beinp; the sovereign work of the
Holy Ghost. There were operating in the Galatian Church principles
inimical to the grace of God. All false religions ended in bondage.
There was only Olie true religion that ministered to, and ended in,
liberty.
It was because Paul realized the liberty of the
children of Gild that he moul'l1ed over the declension of
the Galatians. They themselves had to mourn to-day over the
declension in the National Church, and they had to deplore the
fact that in the Nonconforming Churches there had been grave
departures, especially with regard to the plenary and verbal
inspiration of the Word of God. The false doctrines that had
been introduced had been called Christian, but he declared them
not Christian, but rather anti-Christian. False religions, proceeded
:Yrr. ORMISTOK, tended to the servitude of conscience, heart, and
life.
Ritualism and Romanism brought men into bondage to
priests, who were called "spiritual directors." They were rather
spiritual "dictators."
'l'his was not Christian liberty j and he
exhorted his hearers to "stand fast" in the liberty wherewith
Chril?t had made them free, lest they got entangled again with
the yoke of priestly bondage. The foe they had to contend with was
specious and uliscrupulous. \Vhat ravages Satan had wrought!
Christendom at the present time was almost entirely subject to the
ruler and god of this world. How little of vital religion there was;
how little of experimental religion! How little they heard of the
Everlasting Covenant! There was, indeed, a famine of the hearing
of the Word of God. In conclusion, Mr. OR~IISTON said he loved
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a Gospel of certainty. Their pulpits, alas, were filled with a
Gospel of doubt, and the literature of the day had a tendency
in a large degree to unsettle the simple faith of the young in
Divine things. 'fhere was nothing worse than putting stumblingblocks in the way of the little ones. They were living in perilous
times; yet they had this assurance-that amid all the prevailing
defection from the truth, God would be their God for ever and
ever.
At the conclusion of the sermon "Rock of Ages" was sung, and
the service concluded with the Benediction.
Between the meetings tea was provided, and nearly two hundred
friends sat down to the tables.
The evening gathering was the most largely attended meeting
of the day, the floor space and gallery being well filled. LIEU'l'.GENERAL SIR WILLIAiII STIRLING, K.C.B., occupied the chair, and
there were also present the Revs. Dr. Hamilton, J. B. Barraclough,
James Ormiston, Charles Stirling, 'i''l. Sinden, G. VV. Thomas, and
Messrs. D. Jarvis, W. Stanley Martin, WaIter Walsh, John Kensit,
D. Catt (Organizing Secretary), and others.
The Rev. J. B. BARRACLOUGH opened the meeting with prayer. Mr.
MARTIN (Treasurer) read the 46th Psalm, and the hymn, "0 God,
our help in ages past" was sung. The Rev. ·W. SIl\DEN, the hon.
Secretary of the Union, then read the annual report, which opened
with a reference to the lamented death of the QUEEl\, and gave
the terms of the resolution of condolence and congratulation sent
to the KING with his Majesty's gracious reply. The work of the
past year was then reviewed, and details were given of the
300 meetings, conferences, lectures, &c., which were held in the
following districts: - London, Middlesex, Essex, Kent, Surrey, Sussex,
Hampshire, Isle of Wight, Devonshire, Cornwall, Buckinghamshire,
Bedfordshire, Lincolnshire, Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire, Hertfordshire, Leicestershire, Norfolk, Suffolk, Gloucestershire, Yorkshire,
Lancashire, Huntingdonshire, &c. All the branches had shown great
activity, and two new branches had been established. The income
for the year had been £770, while the expenditure had been about
£70, but the balance was more apparent than real, as the surplus
had all been swalled up by the necessities of the work.
SIR 'WILLIAiII STIRLING, in his opening address, dwelt much on
the spiritual aspect of the work, and said he considered the Society
to be a great Christian Union. It was not, perhaps, great in numbers,
but any association with the prefixes of "Calvinistic" and" Protestant"
could not possibly be a small thing, but must exercise a great and
mighty influence in Protestant England.
Their basis was nonpolitical and undenominational. This latter was very precious to
the child of God. The living stones of the great temple are plucked
out of all sects, churches, and parties.
This was the only Church
possessing true unity and true sanctity. It was the only true Catholic
Church, the only true Apostolic Church, the only Church that was
certain to endure to the end, and the only Church of which not one
member would ever be lost.
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At the close of his helpful address, it fell to the lot of SIR WILLIAM
STIRLING to perform t\, most pleasing duty. It had been laid upon
the hearts of many members of the Union that the indefatigable
and entirely honorary services of the Secretary, the Rev. WILLlAM
SINDEN, ought to be recognized in some adequate manner, and
accordingly a committee was formed, and the result of their labours
appeared at this stage of the proceedings. SIR W ILLIA~I, calling upon
Mr. SlNDEN, handed to hiw a splendid framed illuminated address,
a bound volume recording the names of all the subscribers, and a
purse containing one hundred guineas.
Mr. SnwEN, in acknowledging the presentation, declared that he
had been really and truly taken by surprise. He was very grateful
for the kindness of his friends.
He took up the work fourteen
years ago as Secretary pro iem., but he had continued to L.old the
office ever since.
He had been greatly gratified by the most
encouraging attendance during the day, and trUf~ted that the gatherings would prove a great stimulus to the work.
The Rev. Dr. HAMILTON then moved the following resolution:"That this meeting, profoundly sensible of the insufficiency of
mere human efforts to promote the interests of the Kingdom of
Jesus Christ, desires to thankfully acknowledge the Divine blessing
and prosperity which has attended the labours of this Socicty during
another year, and agrees that the report be adopted, printed, and
circulated."
Dr. HAMILTON adverted to the great blessing and success that
had attended the work of the Union, which, he declared, had
done Protestant work on right Protestant lines.
They would be
ungrateful indeed did they not lift up their hearts to God and
praise Him for the work done through the instrumentality of the
Union.
He paid a great tribute to the devotion and energy of
their organizing Secretary, Mr. DAvID CATT, the doctor humorously
exclaiming, "He will kill us all soon with cverwork." He was
much encouraged as he went through the country to notice that
where seven years ago there had been absolute indifference and
apathy there was now an awakened interest, and meetings of the
most rousing and earnest character were everywhere being held.
The Rev. G. W. THOMAS, of Watford, in seconding the resolution
remarked with reference to the crowded state of the hall that
evidently neither Calvinism nor Protestantism was dying out in the
centre of London. He entirely endorsed the remarks of Dr. HA~nLTOl\
in regard to their valued Secretary, Mr. DAVID CATT.
Mr. W. S. MARTIN, the Editor of Uncle Ben's Budget, supported
the resolution in a short speech of great practical value.
He was
particularly anxious to extend the work of educating the young
in the principles of Protestantism, for it was in the children that
their hopes were founded. The resolution was also supported by
Mr. D. JARVIS, of Grantham.
The Rev. J. ORMISTON, Rector of St. Mary-Ie-Port, Bristol, then
moved the following resolution :-" That this meeting views, with considerable anxiety, the progress of Romanizing influences-(l) In the
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aggressive action of the Papists, who are now working to remove the
Protestant character of our Throne and Constitution. (2) In the
endeavour to render void all attempts to legislate for the maintenance of Reformation principles and practices in the National Church.
It therefore appeals to all true Protestants to resist strenuously the
devices of the enemy of truth and civil liberty." Mr. ORlIIISTON said
it gave him the greatest pleasure to stand on the platform of the
Calvinistic Protestant Union. He was one of the few who joined it in
its early days, and though in later years less able than formerly to
attend its meetings, he had followed with the deepest interest the
progress of its work. He believed it was the Calvinistic Protestant
Union that started the great Protestant revival in Brighton, which
had its fruit in the representative number of votes that were polled
by Mr. J OHK KEKSll' at the last General Election.
His resolution
referred to " the aggressive action of the Papists." There were many
indications of this aggressiveness. The Papists were endeavouring to
capture, bit by bit, the few remaining strongholds and fortresses
thrown up in defence of Protestantism by the wisdom of their forefathers. The latest example was to get the Royal Declaration against
Transubstantiation, Mary worship, and the Dispensing Power of the
Pope modified. 'fhe Government had shown at first some indisposition
to make any alteration, bnt now, in obedience to the pressure of Rome,
had consented to appoint a Joint Committee of the Lords and
Commons to see how far those" standards" could be altered to please
the Papacy. There had arisen, however, some difficulties. In the first
place, the Romanist Peers and Members of the Honse of Commons felt
that under the proposed terms of reference they could not sit upon the
Committee of Inquiry. More than that, according to the Tablet, Dr.
VAUGHAN'S organ, the leaders of the Opposition had refused to nominate
Liberal members to serve on the Committee. If the Opposition stood
firm in their determination to have no hand or share in this compromising undertaking, they would, he felt sure, meet \"ith the
approval of the country. This Papal interference with the Protestant
Constitution was manifestly unpopular. They must do all in their
power to make it still more unpopular. If they spoke out at the
present time, the project would be wrecked. The wirepullers of the
scheme were in Rome. The Vatican and the Roman Curia were at the
back of all the disintegration now occurring in the British Church and
the State. If Protestants of all denominations would only unite, they
would re-establish their national Protestantism.
A strong representation should go to the Ministry from th~t e,el1ing's meeting, and
the more the question was agitated in the country, the more would be
accomplished, and the Papal clock would be put back by half a century.
They must give the Government to understand in the most emphatic
manner that there was to be "no surrender! "
The Rev. J. B. BARRACLOUGH secon(led the resolution, and spoke of
the anxiety with which he regarded the condition of our schools and
colleges. He asked earnest prayer for these iustitutions, that from
them might be raised up a band of men who would preach the true
Gospel. Mr. BARRACLOUGH adverted to the new peril to which he had

\

....

The Gospel Ma/:azzne

337

called attention in the columns of the English Chunhrnan some weeks
previously, namely, the inclusion in the time tables of schools under
the London School Board, the repetition of Popish poems, and particularly mentioned an instance in which such a poem was explained
by a Roman Catholic mistress to the consequent glorification of many
of the worst features of the Romish Church.
Mr. SINDEN moved a vote of thanks to the gallant CHAIRMAN, who
suitably replied, after which Mr. JOHN KENSIT, in response to a call
from the audience, spoke a few words, and announced that he was to
make an appearance at eight o'clock on the following (Tuesday)
morning at the Easter Vestry in his own parish, St. Augustine's,
Kilburn; and also intimated that he intended to protest against the
" Confirmation" of the new BISHOP of LONDON at Bow Church on
the follo""ing Wednesday, and asked for the help of all true Protestants.
A resolution was then passed, protesting against any attempt to
tamper with the KING'S Declaration and the Coronation Oath, which
was then ordered to be sent to the KING, LORD SALISBURY, Mr.
BALFOUR, and the Leaders of the Opposition.

THE WITHERING BLIGHT OF POPERY.
By LORD MACAULAY.
THROUGHOUT Christendom, whatever advance has been made in knowledge, in freedom, in wealth, and in the arts of life, has been made in
spite of the Church of Rome, and has everywhere been in inverse proportion to her power. The loveliest and most fertile provinces of
Europe have, under her rule, been sunk in poverty, in political
servitude, and in intellectual torpor, whilst Protestant countries once
proverbial for sterility and barbarism, have been turned by skill
and industry into gardens, and can boast of a long list of heroes
and statesmen, philosophers and poets. "Vhoever, knowing what Italy
and Scotland naturally are, and what, four hundred years ago, they
actually were, shall now compare the country round Rome with the
country round Edinburgh, will be able to form some judgment as to
the tendency of Papal domination. The descent of Spain, once the
first amongst monarchies, to the lowest depths of degradation, the
elevation of Holland, in spite of many natural disadvantages, to a
position such a~ no commonwealth so small has ever reached, teach
the same lesson. 'Whoever passes in Germany from a Roman Catholic
to a Protestant principality, in Switzerland from a Roman Catholic to
a Protestant canton, in Ireland from a Roman Catholic to a Protestant
county, finds that he has passed from a lower to a higher grade of
civilization.-Macaulay's " History of England," vo!. 1., chap. i.
---------WE ought not to live upon and fetch our cOnifort from our subduing
our sins, hut from Christ, who is made unto us both righteousness and
sanctification.-S. E. Pierce.
2 B

r

338

The Gospel Magazine.
LEGALIZING 'fHE JESUITS!

[REPRINTED, BY PERMISSION, FR011 "'l'Hl" ENGLISH CHURCHMAN."]
By some means, the Press has passed over in comparative silence
the important proceedings which took place in the House of Commons recently in connection with an appeal made to Mr. BALFOUR
by the Irish Papal Party to allow the second reading of the Roman
Catholic Disabilities Removal Bill to come on for discussion, in consideration of the last vote in Committee of Supply being allowed to pass
without Nationalist opposition. The object of the measure, which has
been introduced Session after Session for several years, is one of a
thoroughly retrograde character, so far as the Statute Book furnishes
the nation protection from the notorious evils which even HF.NRY the
EIGHTH found to be incurablv connected with the sufferance of the
Monastic Orders.
"
'While the Government of France is taking vigorous legislative
steps to save that country from the intolerable existence of an
imperium in imperio, in the form of clerical and lay institutions of a
monastic description, the British Government is being pressed by the
representatives of the Jesuit and other Orders, for men, to repeal such
statutes as forbid them an asylum in this country, and render them
ineligible, qS religious corporations, to hold real and personal
property. The contrast is instructive and very seriously suggestive.
'l'he pressure put on Mr. BALFOUR by Mr. REDMOND and his coreligionists, although it did not succeed at the time, served an important end, for it drew from his lips the very gratifying assurance
that "the Government had no objection" to the Bill! And what
think our readers, are the explicit terms of this imperious
Roman Catholic demand? At the expense of considerable space we
print the full text of "A Bill to Remove Certain Disabilities affecting
Roman Catholics in Great Britain and Ireland "-as the measure is
formally designated. We may premise here that it is backed by the
following members of the Papal party:-1I1r. TULLY, Mr. DALY, Mr.
PATRICK ALOYSIUS M'HuGH, Mr. O'DOHERTY, and Mr. M'FADDEN, and
consists of five clauses and an appended schedule of the various Protestant Acts of Parliament it proposes to expunge from the Statute
Book. Thus runs the text:Be it enacted by the KING'S most l<Jxcellent Majesty, by and with the
advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons,
in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:1, Notwithstanding any Act of Parliament to the contrary, it shall
be, and shall be deemed to have been, lawful for Jesuits and members of
·other religious orders, communities, or societies of the Roman Catholic
Church (described in certain Acts of Parliament, including the Roman
Catholic Relief Act, 1829, as the Church of Rome) bound by monastic or
religious vows, to reside in the United Kingdom.
2. It shall be lawful, and it shall be deemed to have been lawful,
for Jesuits and members of other religious orders, communities, and
societies of the said Church, consisting of men and bound by religious
or monastic vows, to take and acquire property in like manner and to
the same extent as, but subject to such limitations and disabilities as
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now affect, the members of any religiolls order, community, or establishment consisting of females bound by religious or monastic vows:
Provided, however, that nothing in this Act shall extend to any
property in respect of which it has been judicially determined that it
was illegal for Jesuits or for members ot other religions orders, com·
munities, or societies as aforesaid to take or acquire the same:
Provided also that nothins herein contained shall extend to any
property given by deed or Will, or otherwise. to Jesuits or members of
other religious orders, communities, or societies as aforesaid, which
property is now in tke actual possession of the person or persons
beneficially entitled thereto on account of the gift of the said property
having been void under the law <1S existing before the pus.sing of thi.,
A c/'.
3. There shall be repealed as from the 1Ja.,.<;ng of this Act so much
of any Act of Parliament as makes any provision for the suppression
or prohibition of Jesuits or members of other religious orders, communi.
ties, or societies as aforesaid, and also and more particularly the
enactments set forth in the schedule hereto to the extent in the third
column of that schedule mentioned.
4. The expression" property" in this Act shall mean both real and
personal property.
5. This Act may be cited as the Catholic Relief Act, 1901.

The sched.ule quotes the short title of six Acts of Parliament to
be repealed, in whole or in part, namely, "An Act for banishing
Papists"; "Roman Catholic Relief Act, 1791"; "Roman Catholic
Relief Act, 1829 "; "Roman Catholic Charities Act, 1832"; "Places
of Worship Registration Act, 1855" ; and" Roman Catholic Charities
And the
Act, 1860."
A sufficiently comprehensive programme!
<JUly objection raised by the First Lord of the Treasury was of a purely
technical description-namely, that it was the c.ustom of the House of
Commons to take Government business alone on Friday nights! " He
was glad to know," he assured Mr. REDMoND, "that the Bill was one
to which there was little objection." By what right Mr. BALFouR
thus spoke for the really Protestant section of the House of Commons
we fail to see. We respectfully decline to discredit· a large body of
leal, intelligent advocates of the principles of civil and religious
liberty by thinking them base enough to assist the Jesuits and their
obnoxious Monastic allies in regaining power to corrupt our national
institutions and social life as they did before the Reformation, and as
France, Spain, and Portugal have just now discovered that they
have done in those Roman Catholic countries in modern times.
The fact, however, that Mr. BALFouR has stated in the hearing of
the Honse of Commons. that the approval of the Government is
bestowed on the designs of the POPE'S representatives to remove the
safeguards which were enacted for the protection of the English
Commonwealth by the wisdom of the great statesmen who framed
·our laws in the reigns of WILLIAltf the THIRD, GEORGE the THIRD,
GEORGE the FOURTH, and QUEEK VICTORIA is an evil portent, which
should arouse the Protestantism of the U!lited Kingdom, and call
forth an indignant demand that the SALISBURy-NoRFOLK-VAUGHAN
policy shall come to an end, and that trustier stewards of the nation's
sacred and great interests shall be found to take in hand the helm
-of the State.
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" DEPARTURE FROM ROME"
By "TEUTON,"

lK

MOVEMEN'r.

THE" NEW YORK OBSERVER."

'rHE German religious press continues to evince the deepest interest
in the "Los von Rom" movement, but it is difficult to get any clear
notion of its scope and volume from the conflicting statements which
appear. The Romanist press does its utmost to minimize the importance of a movement aimed at the power of the Church in
Bohemia, Moravia and Styria, and I am not sure that the Protestant
journals do not show a tendency to err on the other side.
One of
the best accounts of the movement which I have seen appears in the
pages of the The Quarterly Register.
The writer, while admittiug the possibility that the number of
converts to Protestantism has been greatly exaggerated, distinctly
states that large audiences do gather to listen to lectures on MARTIN
LUTHER, on the Reformation, on the New Testament doctrine of forgiveness of sin, on Christ as a Divine Saviour for men, given by
Lutheran ministers in Lutheran church buildings. The people, he
adds, listen in deep and touching silence to statement.s altogether
new to them, and at the close of the meetings many intimate to the
lecturer their intention of breaking with Rome, while in a day or
two these go to the priest and to the registrar and have their names
transferred. Speaking of the charge brought against the movement
that it was more political than religious, the writer in the RegiBte1'
wisely says;"It must be remembered that the political origin of this movement, and the many political considerations that may still mark it,
in no way disprove the presence of a truly spiritnal work.
At the
Reformation there must have been much of what is taking place in
Eastern Austria, and yet good has come of all that. . . . We cannot
join, therefore, in the political or the religious huzzas with which
some are already greeting it. Hather let us, as outsiders, wait and
see whither it goes-backward or forward in its religious character,
this being the only test for deciding as to whether the movement is
from Heaven or from men. . . . The Spirit of God has many ways
of effecting His gracious purposes, and whatever be the way by which
He leads these people, whether in ways to which the Englishspeaking people have been accustomed or othenYise, we shall heartily
rejoice in seeing them enter into the liberty of the children of God,
and will welcome them ag brethren on their doing so.
'While this writer takes a modest view of the movement, an
apparently well-informed correspondent of the organ of the German
Evangelical Alliance regards it as making distinct and rapid progress,
especially in Bohemia and Moravia. In 'W"eipert, for the £rst time in
275 years, an evangelical service has been hald at which 500 converts
were present. In Dux and in several other places, Protestant churches
are nearing completion, and in a still larger number of towns and
viliages', missionary stations and church extension posts have been
established, which are acting as centres of life and light to extensive
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neighbourhoods. The evangelical churches of Germany, especially in
Saxony, are making a strong effort to send evangelists into the agitated
districts, and money is being collected throughout the country with
this object in view. The" Los von Rom" movement is also resulting
in great gain to the Old Catholics, especially in Styria, where this
body seems to have established itself firmly. Already twelve Rr.manist
priests havp. joined the Old Catholics in Styria, and a considerable
body of the laity, amounting it is said to 2,000, have followed
them.
To sum up-the moveme'nt has arrived at a stage which is extremely
critical. Its adherents can either make or mar it. If they lay undue
weight on its political significan~e, if they attempt solely to gain concessions to the advantage of Teutonism as opposed to Slavism, if
their agitation is conducted on lines which can only result in
intensifying racial animosities, the movement will unquestionably fail.
But if the leaders lay greater stress on the spiritual aspects of the
movement, if they are zealous and persevering in securing the services
of devoted evangelists, if they lay less stress on numbers and more on
the inward change in their followers, they can be certain of God's
blessing, they can be certain that their labours will result in a true
Reformation of religion throughout Eastern Austria.
The census which has just been taken throughout the German
empire, reveals a startling increase in the number and population of
the large cities, a fact which is anything but welcome to social
reformers and to the leaders of the home missionary societies. The
aggregate population of the large towns is now one-sixth of the
entire population of the country. Young men and women arc
flocking in thousands to the cities, attracted by the ease with
which they can earn wages far in excess of anything that can be
earned in country districts.
It is greatly to be regretted that the
churches are not alive to the rapidly changing conditions of the
people. They see the ranks of the Social Democrats and other
bodies hostile to Christianity being rapidly filled up by young men
born and reared in Christian families, and take hardly any steps,
certainly no adequate steps, to prevent these masses of people from
drifting from the ways of their fathers into infidelity. Since the
census was last taken in 1895, Berlin, Hamburg, Leipsic, Dresden,
Breslau, Munich, Cologne, Nuremburg, Frankfurt-on-the-Maine, Stettin,
Mannheim, and a score of other largE. cities have increased in population from ten to over sixty per cent., and it would be certainly an
exaggeration to say that church accommodation has increased five
per cent. within the same period.
Feeble efforts are being made by the "Innere Mission" and other
kindred institutions to stem the tide, but all these bodies are
cruelly hampered for lack of funds, and what is, I fear, more
important still, they do not seem to be able to secure the services
of devoted and energetic men for the work of city missionaries in a
measure commensurate with the needs of the case. The German
churches are face to face with a grave crisis in their history. The
supply of pastors is failing, the difficulty of obtaining men to act
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as city mIssIOnaries lllcreases.
The best men III the Church are
hampered by their chilling connection with the State.
On the
othe:r side are the teeming towns, increasing at an alarming rate,
and among their dense millions are the busy emissaries of unbelief
and anti-Christian bodies reaping their full harvest.

LED.
"He le-cl them on safely, so that they feared 1tot."PSALM lxxviii. 53.
A ltEW words for those of us who haw, by God's grace, been
delivered from this present evil world,' and are pressing on to God.
"He led them." During the whole interval from the time of
our conversion to the time of our appearing in His presence, we
are being led.
This reminds us of our position of absolute
dependence, we don't carve our destiny: "As many as are led by.
the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God," that is, are manifest
as such.
"He led them on." '1'here is progress here. "He took not away
the pillar of cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night." All
those forty years He led them on, and He is leading us on. Sometimes, to judge by our feelings, we should not think we were being
led on, but what is His W' ord 7 ., I will never leave thee, nor forsake
thee."
"He led them on safely." Hold to it, dear friends, that it is a
safe way, and to the end will be safe; "He cannot deny Himself."
God h-J,S said to us, "Let us go over unto the other side," and the
other side we must reach. The guidance of our God and Father is a
real thing.
What is the next thing in the verse 7 " So that they feared not."
What cause had they to fear 7 He has said, "I will never leave
thee," so that we may boldly say, "I will not fear." In one single
day we should destroy ourselves if God left us, but Hc cannot. His
is most unremitting, tender keeping, so that there is no fear, or
ought to be none. If faith is in exercise as to the presence of God
and His relationship to us in Christ, there is no need to be afraid.Extract from an add,ress by Mr. James Wright.
I'l' is sweet to realize the common love flowing out of the Father's
bosom to the whole happy household of His sa1-ed ones; but it is no
less sweet, especially in the day of trial, to dwell upon the personal
love He bears so peculiarly to each. It is blessed to identify ourselves with such a family, who are all joying in the sunshine of
paternal love; but it is as blessed at times to isolate one's self, and
realize the individual love which is our own peculiar heritage. Thus
felt the Bride when she said, "Let Him kiss me with the kisses of
His mouth, for Thy love is better than wine." "I am my Beloved's,
and my Beloved is mine."-Dl·. H. Bonar.
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"ANOTHER GOSPEL."
A'l' the present time much attention has been aroused by the stealthy
inroads of Romanism in our Church and nation, and the necessity for
resisting it is happily at last apparent in all except the emissaries
of Rome themselves, or those who are absolutely indifferent to
the concerns of religion and godliness in the country.
But there is another danger which seems to be entirely overlooked,
and which is the more serious because those who are the cause of it
are under the impression that they are as far removed as possible
from anything that may be opposed to what they think is the
Gospel. I allude to the preaching and spreading of a Gospel which.
though pleasing to man's fallen nature, is not the Gospel, whatever
name it .may go by, but is "another Gospe1."
The present time is oue of great indistinctness in religion, a time
when Satan is busy with various Gospels suited to the tastes of the
natural man, by which he may hDpe to serve God and mammon at
the same time, and it is not difficult to understand how men,
apparently religious, but of unstable minds, both in the Church of
England and out of it, are thus led astray to their own perdition,
But it is more especially with regard to the two Gospels that are and
have been preached for some hundreds of years, and in fact have
divided the so-called Evangelical world, that attention is now especially
necessary, because one of the two must be." another Gospel." These,
for want of a better name, 1 shall call "Calvinism" ani "Arminianism," and, indeed, it will be found toot the numerous Gospels just
alluded to are branches of one of these two great divisions, or at
all events are not at all opposed to the distinctive features of one of
them.
That there might and probably would be "another Gospel"
preached we know, for Paul said, "If we or an angel from heaven
preach any other Gospel than that ye have received, let him be
anathema" (not cried np ,as a good "Christian" man, as he would
be in th"se days).
As has already been observed, one of these
two great systems mu~t be "another Gospel," and this is evident, having regard to the peculiar features of each of them.
On the one hand, we have a Gospel which ascribes everything to the
grace of God with absolute certairlty as to the event, and a chosen
and limited number saved with infallible certainty.
On the other
hand, we have a Gospel which ascribes the greater part to man,
n,lthough fallen, with universal redemption, but absolute uncertainty
as to the event, and God Himself constantly defeated and disappointed.
Now, we are told that the Holy Ghost shall guide the Church into
all truth, but to maintain that He is the Author of both these
Gospels, which are as far apart as the east is from the west, in
fact, diametrically opposed to one another, is to make God the Author
of confusion; but God is not the Author of confusion.
One of these two Gospels is therefore "another Gospel," and can
allYthing be more important than to ascertain which is really the
Gospel ~ Can any danger be equal to -that of preaching and holding

The Gospel Magazine.

344

a Gospel which all the time is another Gospel? A man who believes
nothing may at some time or other be brought to see the
danger of his position; but what is the danger of a man who thinks
he is holding the truth, and makes every effort to secure converts
to his religion, when all the time the Gospel he believes in is not
the Gospel of God, but" another Gospel"! Surely no question of the
present day is more important than this, ani when we seem likely
to be called on to defend the Gospel of God against the attacks of
Itomanists and infidels, how essential it is that we should be absolutely certain that it is really the Gospel which we are defending.
Of course, it is not likely that the point which has agitated
Christendom for nearly three hundred years will be altogether settled
now, but a few hints may be useful. ·When two religious systems
stand opposed, and a choice has to be ma-de as to which is from
God, the vital question seems to be, Which system ascribes most
honour to God 1 Can we be wrong, having regard to the subtle
arguments that have been employed on this question, and the tempting baits that have been used to please carnal men, in saying that
that Gospel which ascribes all to God must be f1'om God, and the
Gospel which ascribes the greater part to man must be from man,
and "another Gospel" 1
J. W. R. A.

TEN RIGHTEOUS.
(GENESIS

xviii. 32.)

TEN righteous in the city, then the city shall be spared,
"Ten chosen of God and precious," for whom His arm is bared;
Ten righteous in the righteousness of Jesus Christ the Lord,
Whose life is hidden in His Name, the one eternal Word.
Ten safe within the Covenant decreed by Deity,
And pardoned for the sake of Him who died OIl Calvary.
Ten called by God the Holy Ghost to walk the" narrow way,"
Rejoicing that the King of kings hath universal sway.
Ten righteous in the cities, tens scattered o'er the land,
Marked with the Royal Seal of Heaven in forehead and in hand.
These are thy strength, 0 England; these thy right noble sons,
If these be many in the land, thou'lt need the fewer guns,
These" mighty men of valour" are a national defence,
More potent than the ships of steel or splendid armaments.
Against these" tens" the scorners their sharpest shafts have hurled.
Yet these are they that" move the arm of Him who moves the
world."

Whitby.

M. L.

SYKES.

"OPEN thy mouth wide," that is, enlarge thy expectation.-Ben·idge.
OH the preciousness of the Word of God! What should we do
without it, beloved 1 It is a field in which is hidden treasure invaluable j it is the revealed will of our heavenly Father to His
children; it is a mine of wealth, a living spring, our God's legacy
to His Church.
Blessed are they that read with understanding
hearts the Word of divine life !-George Cowell.
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THE BEST ROBE.
[THE subjoined letter by the late Rev. JOSEPH IRONS was addressed
to the mother-in-law of the late beloved GEORGE COWELL, who was
privileged to be the conveyor of a new black silk preaching robe
to her minister. It will be of interest to the readers of this Magazine,
since their beloved EDITOR has just been the recipient of a handsome gown from two beloved members of his congregation.-R.]
My DEAR FRIEND,-I am quite in the dark as to the dear
Christian friends who have united with you to enrobe my poor
body; I must therefore address my expression of gratitude to you,
and to them through the same channel by which the beautiful robe
was conveyed to me. I suppose that you and they have learned of my
blessed Master, who, when He saw me clothed in wretched old rags,
kindly gave me His own perfect robe, in which I have been accustomed to go to court ever since, and can say, to the glory of His
precious name, that I have never seen one of the cOUl,tiers better
dressed than myself; for my best robe is the righteousness of God,
which is the very same that Paul and Peter are now wearing before
the throne of God. I am much gratified with, and very thankful for,
the superb silken robe "'ith which you have covered the outer man,
for the decency and solemnity of the worship of God; but so much
am I enamoured with that gloriol~s and beautiful robe of righteousness, which cost my precious Lord His blood, that I have been
talking about it these twenty years at Jewin Crescent, where many
a poor sinner has been stripped, and clothed afresh by the hand of
God. Still, I apprehend there are some who creep in by night, in
linsey-woolsey garments and fig-tree covering, spangled with almost
every colour of modern profession, gay and smart enough in their
own view; I therefore intend, God helping me, to go on talking
about my best robe, as well as wearing it, with the humble hope
that my most blessed Master will make them ashamed of their paltry
patchwork,-take them into His stripping-room, and then clothe
them with the same robe wherewith He hath clothed me. I also
strongly suspect there are some at dear Jewin Crescent who have
been made quite ashamed of their old rags, and have had a sight
of the best robe, but are afraid to claim it, and unable to put it
on. Now, for these I mean to beseech our most blessed Lord to
be mure kind to them than ever you were to me; for though you,
like Him, provided a beautiful robe, without any work or cost of
mine, yea, without my knowledge, yet you did not eome and put it
on me, as He always does. Now, as He is still the keeper of His
own wardrobe, I will also pray Him to come forth· at our weekly
banquet, and meet such trerr..bling souls who are tired of creature
righteousness, and yet too timid to appropriate the righteousness of
God as their own, and to put it on them. Himself, that they may be
enabled to break forth in the grateful strains of Isaiah, singing,
" I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my soul shall be joyful in my
God, for He hath clothed me with the garment of salvation, He
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hath covered me with the robe of righteousness; as a bridegroom
decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself
with jewels." While I have been writing this, a gentleman has
called at my house, wishing to join in fellowship with us. I was
unwilling to be disturbed from my pen, but I have just given him
an interview, and he informs me that it was at J ewin Crescent that
the Lord delivered him from his trammels.
I could not help
exclaiming, "Go on, Lord! go on, Lord! give more grace, and let
the Welch Chapel be always used as a robe room.'" Now for one
word of apology before I close this scribble (and you will own I am
very awkward at apologies). I understand that I am not expected
to wear my robe until next Wednesday. Allow me, then, to say, I
did by that as I did by the white robe which my Master gave me,
as soon as I got it on it felt so comfortable, and it looked so
beautiful, that 1 said (while I turned and looked at myoId rags
with contempt), "I'll never put them on any more," so I consigned
them to the rag-bag from that day to this, where I should like to
put all the Arminianism that is in the Church, then tie and seal
up the mouth of the bag, and label it with the words, "Creature
Rags," .and then lay it on a pile of "wood, hay, and stubble,"
until the last great conflagration, to be reduced to ashes, and degrade
the children of God no more. Then shall the saints shine forth
in all the beauty of bridal attire, and sit down with their glorious
Bridegroom at the marriage supper, to celebrate His praise as long
as eternity rolls on. May I trouble you, my dear friend, to convey
my warmest thanks to those dear friends who have' been associated
with you in this act of kindness, and also my Christian affection to
your family; and believe me to remain gratefully,
Your faithful and affectionate Pastor,
Shepherd's Tent, Cambel·well.
JOSEPH IRONS.

THE Lord is with me; I care not what man may do. I burden
no man; I want nothing. No king is better provided than I am.
Sweet, sweet and easy is the cross of my Lord. All men I look
in the face, of whatsoever rank -nobles and poor. :1I1y chains are
over-gilded with gold. No pen, no words, no engine, can express to
yo~ the loveliness of my only Lord J esus.-S. Ruthelford, in
przson.
" I WILTJ hearken what God will speak." Carnal men speak peace to
themselves, and unsound professors steal a peace from God's promises,
but an upright heart will not be satisfied without hearing God speak
peace to his heart by His Spirit, and for this he will pray, and wait,
and hearken. And when God speaks peace, there comes such sweetness with it, and such discovery of His love, as lays a powerful
influence on the soul not to turn again to folly.
This peace is a
humbling, melting peace, which brings hnmiliation to the soul as well
as joy; but this never happens when men speak peace to themselves.Berridge.
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<!torr.estl°n1Hnrt.
PRESENTATION

,.

TO THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON.

To the Edito'/' oj the Gvspel Magazine.
DEAR t;m,-The recent interesting occasion of the presentations
made to yon prompts me to send a brief acconnt of the event for
the benefit of your readers at a distance, who, with your own flock,
have lovingly and gladly joined in evidencing to yon their affection
for you in the Lord, and who would have gladly, had they been
able, shared our joy by their presence and support last Monday
evening.
I venture, then, upon your kindness in allowing
me space for the subjoined, and praying that the Lord may
increasingly bless you and continue His loving Hand of favour upon
you, and spare you yet many years to preach unto us "the
nnsearchable riches of Christ."
Believe me, dear Sir, yours very truly,
RU'I.'H OOWEI,L.
BEFORE the usual Bible reading at St. Maryleport Church Hoom
on the evening of Monday, April 15th, a presentation was made to
the Hector, in recognition of the fact that on Easter J1:onday he
completed twenty-one years' ministerial service.
Mr. VV-. J ONES, one of the churchwardens, rising in a crowded
room, explained how the idea of the presentation had arisen and
developed It was decided that the gifts should take first the
form of an address, with the signatures of members of the congregation and of other friends, many of them at a great distance
from Bristol; and, with the exception of four 01' five signatures,
all were written by the persons named, the album being taken
round by Mr. BRYAN'I' or sent through the post.
The exceptions
gave him (Mr. JONES) authority to sign.
Mr. FREEMAN had
undertaken the album, and had produced a charming specimen
of the binder's art. which he had given to the committee. Mr.
SOLOMON HARE, his co-churchwarden, had written the address
most beautifully. Another volunteered to provide a black silk
gown, and these helps had enabled the committee to put every
penny of the money subscribed into the Easter-offering in the shape
of a cheque, which would be the third item in the presentation.
Among those who had sent letters and subscriptions from other
towns were Mr. C. H. HOPKINs, an old member of the congre-.
gation, and Mr. JOHN WHITE, of Southport, a friend of the
Rector's. The address read as follows:"Euster, 1901.
"To the Reverend JAMES ORMISTOK, Rector of St. Maryleport,
Bristol.
"REVEREND AND DEAR SIR,-We, your parishioners, members of
the congregation, and friends, desire to congratulate you on the

348

The Gospel Afagazz"ne.

completion of your twenty-one years of faithful and devoted ministry
amongst us, and to record our thankfulness to Almighty God for
His goodne:>s in so long sparing yon to proclaim the Gospel of
His grace in our midst.
"We know that whilst you have been with us you have had
many and severe trials, borne with manly and Christian fortitude,
and we hope also that much joy in your loved Master's service
has been granted you, and we pray that as the years roll 011
an ever-increasing supply of the Holy Spirit may rest upon yOll
and upon your efforts to spread and deepen vital godliness in the
hearts of those to whom you minister, either by the power of
preaching or by the equally powerful pen.
"Vve beg your acceptance of a special "Easter-offering," consisting of an album containing this address, with the signatures of
members of the congregation and many friends, a black silk
preaching gown, and a cheque for £141 9s. Id.
"','Ve are, with every good wish, yours sincerely in Christ."
Mr. JONES added that the money had been most freely given,
and high appreciation had been shown by all of their Rector's
work and personal qualities.
Mr. SOLOMON HARE expressed the hope that the Rector would
be spared for many more years to the parish.
Mr. FREEMAN spoke of the attractiveness of the Rector's preaching
to the children.
Mr. BRYAl'I'I', as one of the younger members of the congregation,
regarded it as a privilege to sit under Mr. ORMIS'I'ON'S ministry,
and rejoiced that the black gown-the mark of scholarship and
Protestantism and truth- was one of the gifts selected.
Mr. BEAKE was thankful that their Rector had been supported
and kept faithful for so many years (applause).
The Rev. J. ORlIfIS'I'ON, who was greeted with applause, said he
had not the slightest previous inkling of what was in their hearts
towards him that night. Their love and sympathy and prayers
and gifts were indeed a suprising mercy, and were tokens of love
beyond his power to recognise as they should be recognised. At
the same time, from the bottom of his heart he thanked them. He
much valued that piece of exquisite art, the album, from the
hands of Mr. FREEMAN. 'rhen the album contained the address,
written by Mr. HARE in beautiful words full of appreciation of
his labours, thongh he felt a sense of shame when he thonght of
what those labours were, in comparison with God's love and mercy.
Then there were the names of those whom he held in such high
regard. He trusted that all those names would be found in the
Book of Life. As they knew, distinctive vestments in connection
with the worship of God and the proclamation of the Gospel of His
Christ had very little interest for him (hear, hear). He would as
readily preach in the garb in which he stood before them as in the
black gown. But since it was a link between them and the great
reformers and martyrs, he stood by the symbol of the Protestant and
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Enngelical principles of the Church of England, and they wOllld
find him ever preaching in the black gown, as TOPLADY and NEWTON did,
and a long list besides of those great representative preachers of the
everlasting Gospel. He could not say anything at all adequate of his
sense of obligation for their generous gift of money, which, without
their knowing it, came at a time when he should specially value it.
The writer of the letter from Southport was one of the many readers
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, which was the oldest of the magazines,
having been established in 1766. It was once edited by TOPLADY,
and in its pages thc hymn, "Rock of Ages," first saw light. He
(Mr. ORMISTON) had now entered npon his seventh year of editorship,
and was thankful that he had been able to continue the work. 'rhe
Magazine cil'culated all through the world, and he got letters even from
the Antipodes, where in some cases it was the only means of grace
besides the Bible (applause).
Dr. EWENS asked permission to add his testimony to the worth of
the Rector's work for the Protestant cause.

.-

\.

;,

Such was the account given in the Bristol Times and Mir'l'01', on
the following day, of the most interesting ceremony, which touches
the readers of this Magazine as well as the congregation wor·
shipping at St. Maryleport Church. Surely never could a people
have been more glad at heart, nor more united in their desire to
rejoice the heart of their beloved minister to whom they are
" knit" together in the bonds of the Everlasting Gospel. The
writer has often heard Mr. OmrrSTON say, if he has not quantity
in his congregation, he certainly has qltality, and truly he has what
every minister needs, a praying people, who feel the privilege of
bringing their beloved pastor to the throne of grace for a rich
outpouring of the Holy Spirit's unction-so that both he that preaches
and they that hear may be alike fed and blessed of God. Truly, of Mr.
ORMISTON the words of Nehemiah may be spoken, "They were
counted faithful, and their office was to distribute unto their brethren."
"Behold," says the Psalmist, "how good and pleasant it is for
brethren to dwell together in unity." And in the unity of that one
Spirit, iD the blessed love-bond of union in a risen Christ, mOilt assuredly
do the little flock worshipping at Maryleport feed and dwell in the
rich pastures of the Living Word.
Some little time since, in consideration of the approaching Eastertide, Mr. ORMISTON then completing a ministry of twenty-one years
amongst them, the officers of the Church convened a meeting to consider the desirability of marking the event in some tangible form, and
it ,vas ,vished that it \vere possible to extend the suggestion to readers of
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, who highly prize the Editor's services to the Church
of God scattered abroad-who so faithfully, so unweariedly, has
carried on this labour of love by the pen, oft-times in weakness and
sorrow, for now nearly seven years since the home-call of the beloved
GEORGE COWELL and his predecessor, dear Dr. DOUDNEY. What glad
responsive letters were received-how willingly were the appeals responded to-and what an interest was taken in the event, only

350

The Gospel Magazine.

those in the secret knew.
The people gave willingly, and the result
was that memorable gathering together on April 15th, when, between
the usual prayer-meeting and the Bible-reading, a mine was sprung
upon Mr. ORMISl'ON, and he was presented by good, kind Mr. JONEt',
the senior churchwarden, on behalf of the people, with a beautifully illuminated album bound in vellum, containing many interesting signatures,
with a cheque for £141 9s. Id. Added to this, Mr. JONES, in the
lJnpret,mtious way which ever characterizes his every action, as hc'
lovingly and humbly carries out the Church offices devolving upou
him, went on to say that a member of the congregation wishecl
to present the Hector with a new silk preaching gown. "It has
been observed, sir," said Mr. JONES, "that of late you have been
looking very 'shabby !" which evoked much laughter; as again, when
he went on to tell how the old gown had been fetched out all
unknown to its owner, that an exact reproduction might be made ill
the new one, knowing how very conservative Mr, OmUSl'ON was. A
beautiful black silk gown was then presented to Mr ORMISl'ON, who
was deeply moved with this further token of love, the more so when
he subsequently found out that the donors of it were none other
than Mr. and Mrs. JONES themselves. Subsequently short addresses
were delivered by other Church workers, who lovingly and
untiringly carry on the work of God in the Sunday School
and Bible classes, and then all gave a hearty and prolonged cheer
when Mr. OR..¥ISl'ON rose to address the meeting. 'Ne all knew how
full his heart was, and how deeply mo,ed be was at this exhibition
of a little of his people's love for him in tbe Lord; for all these
gifts did but represent a tithe of what in reality they felt for their
beloved minister in Cbnst.
"This is one of the surprises with
which the Lord loves to meet His favoured children," he said;
"and he was that night more than ever feeling his deep unworthiness of such favours, and of his falling far short of recognizing by
his life and work all that the Lord had done for him."
He thanked them again and again for their love, and for those tokens
of their love to him, in many appropriate words, although it was plain
to see he laboured against deep emotion.
It was not without significance and an interesting coincidence that
the subject set down for that night's Bible reading should have been
Memorial Sto'nes of the Bible. Surely here again was a halting place
in our earthly pilgrimage, a review of our heavenly Fltther's great
goodness to His favoured people, and a fresh Ebenezer to set up,
acknowledging how hitherto the Lord hath helped us; a Galeed pillar
as a heap of witness; a Peniel, where we had been, as it were, under
the very smile of J ehovah's face; an El-elohe-Ismel, proving in very deed
God, the God of Israel, is made also unto His people a Bethet, the
house of God and very gate of heaven. And best of all, was there,
as the poet says, "a deep memorial graven on our hearts," and a love
which can never perish! It is a blessed tie that unites the hearts
of God's dear children together, and into the language of the Apostle
John we can feelingly enter, "God is love, and he that dwelleth
in love dwelleth in God, and Ood in him." The dear readers of the

"

From a Photograph by "'l:SDOw

.\~D

GBOrt:, Baker Street, 'V.

LT.-GENERAL SIR WILLlAM STIRLING, K.C.S.

The Gospel Magaz£ne.

351

1I'lAGAZIlSE will bear with me lovingly in this very incomplete and
faulty account, written, as it has been, very hastily in consideration
of the lateness of the month ere going to press, but I felt constrained
to send a "portion" to them, that they might also be sharers of our
joy, and remember us in this little corner of the vineyard oft·times
on their hearts before the Throne, and that the ministry of our beloved
Plj,stor and .Editor may be increasingly fruitful and abundant, that
the Lord may spare his valued life unto his family and flock,
strengthen his hands for his many and arduous labours, and give
him much secret joy in knowing how his labour is not in vain in
the Lord.
H.

THE PORTRAI'l'.-LIEU'l'.-GENERAL SIR WILLlAM STIRLING,
K.C.B.
ALTHOUGH our letter-press sketch this month must, we regret to
say, be brief, it accompanies the portrait of one of the bravest and
most distinguished officers in the KING's military service, and one
who has received repeated honours from his SOVEREIGN for conspicuous successes in the field, especially in India. Our late beloved
QUEEN conferred on Sir WILLIAM STIRLING the much coveted distinction of C.B., and subsequently of K.C.B., while home appointments
that do not always fall to the lot of officers, even of eminence, have
been preferentially conferred upon him. The latest recognition of
his military merits and claims was the selection made of him, in
January, 1900, to fill the important post of LIEUTENANT of the TOWER
of .LOlSDoN-an appointment much coveted by officers who have done
vateran service for their SOVEREIGX and their country.
But Sir'VILLIA}I STIRLING is much more than a skilful, courageous,
and successful soldier and com::nander. By the sovereign mercy of
GOD, he was many years ago called to the knowledge of CHRIST
crucified, since which time he has fearlessly fought under His
Gospel banner, and, without faltering, has maintained a public profession of faith in the precious doctrines of Grace, while his humble,
consistent life has always commended the truth of GOD to his brother
officers and his men. Although naturally reticent, he is always ready
to plead on the platform the cause of CHRIST and the distinctive
principles of the glorious Reformation.
Those organizations only
whose basis is the Word of GOD obtain the powerful help of his
advocacy, such as the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, the Trinitarian
Bible Society, and the Calvinistic Protestant Union. Last month
it was a very real joy to ourselves to take a humble share in
the proceedings of the Calvinistic Protestant Union at Exeter
Hall, over which the Christian GENERAL presided, to the great
edification and satisfaction of GOD'S assembled people. A report
of the Annual Meeting of the Union appears elsewhere in the GOSPEl,
MAGAZINE, though we deeply regret that the heart-refreshing speech
made by the gallant CHAIRMAN is greatly condensed. When we
wrote for the notes of what was one of the most explicit expositions
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of the doctrines of Grace to which we ever listened, we, alas, received
a reply-most characteristic of the Christian humility of our beloved
friend of five-and-twenty years-" The notes of the address were
torn up and placed in the waste paper basket that very night.
I never thought of their being of any further value to anyone."
And then he added in his letter to us :-" There were those present
that evening who, I am sure, valued the deeper things of God, as
sound Protestantism. It was such a pleasure to see you again in
a measure of health and fitness."
. Several years had passed away since we last met this noble
soldier of CHRIST, and it was indeed delightful, in days of wide
defection from the old paths of Covenant truth and adoption of
new-fangled beliefs to find that not only had he not swerved in
the least degree from "the good way," but that he held with
unwearied grasp "all the counsel of GOD," and knew no shame
in confessing it before all men. GENERAL STIRLING, when Cmf}[ANDANT of the garrison of Portsmouth years ago, and at other
times, was a devout worshipper at the Circus Church, where the
Rev. J. C. MARTIN for forty years has consistently preached the
full truth of the Gospel of the Divine Grace. Often, too, has
he assisted his valued freind, Mr. MARTIN, by reading the appointed
Lessons at the services. Such bold and influential witnesses for the
man-despised verities of GOD'S blessed Word should, in these "last
days," be held in high esteem by the living Church, and it is,
therefore, with unmixed pleasure that we place in the hands of
our readers at home and abroad the likeness of the illustrious
Christian soldier whose name stands at the head of this article.
THE EDITOR.
FAITH is that poor trembling woman who came behind Jesus in
the press, and touched the hem of His garment; assurance is
Stephen in the midst of his murderers, and saying, "I see the
heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing on the ri~ht hand of

God."-Bishop Ryle.
WE are hastening to the close of our pilgrimage.
~Iay Jesus
become more precious to us every day! May we live constantly and
entirely dependant upon Him and His finished salvation, cleaving to
Him, and Him alone, with purpose of heart. He is able to save to
the uttermost, and He is willing. Why are we then, at times, so
fearful 1 "Lord, increase our hith!"- Watts Wilkinson.
THF. deeper the flood was, the higher the ark went up to
heaven.
So it is with the child of God; the deeper his troubles,
the nearer to heaven he goeth, if they lead him to the Master.
Troubles are called weights, and a weight, you know, generally
cloggeth and keeps us down; but there are ways. by the use
of the laws of mechanics, by which you can make a weight lift
you. And so it is meant by God, that all troubles should lift
us. One thing, they will either draw us down to earth or lift
us up to God.-Brooks:
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A MON'fHLY RECORD.
AT last there appears to be-at the time at which we write-a
reasonable prospect that the dreadful war in South Africa is about
to come to an end. The marauding bands of the Boers, which, since
the defeat of their larger forces, have done such mischief in the
conquered Republics and in the Cape Colony, have been so persistently
and extensively pursued and scattered, and deprived of guns, ammunition and supplies, that they seem to be getting thoroughly tired of
the contest, and willing at any favourable moment to lay down their
arms. Considerable numbers of them, indeed, have already surrendered, and the question of the surrender of the remainder is apparently
only one of a short time. Then will come the very important work
of re-settling and pacifying the newly-conquered country. This work
will doubtless involve many difficulties, and require much care, patience
and wisdom; but it' is a work which we have been enabled to accomplish very successfully in other cases, and there is every reason to hope
that, with the Divine blessing, we shall be enabled to acccomplish it
successfully in this case.

l

I
,

A RE~fARKABLE volume on the war has just been written by a
foreign officer, Count STERNBERG, and translated into English. The
author is a soldier of considerable experieuce, and he first offered to
place his sword at the disposal of the British authorities, but afterwards
served with the Boers. He was taken prisoner near Paardeberg, and
warmly praises his captors, saying that, as he sailed from Cape Town, his
feeling was, "May Old England prosper!" He describes the Krugerite
Government as being the worst vn earth, but he does full justice to
some good points of the Boers. Taking into consideration the enormous difficulties which we had to contend against, the excessive heat,
the difficulty of obtaining water, the long railway lines to be guarded,
and the genius of the Boers for defensive fighting, he arrive,; at the
conclusion that "No Continental army would have done better than
the English with the same or even somewhat greater numbers."
"And," he says, "I personally doubt if, as regards practical equipment, technical smartness, and readiness, a Continental army would
have done so well. The Boer is an enemy such as never has been
and never will be met again. Mounted sharpshooters provided with
the best of arms, acclimatized, fanatical, and accustomed to campaigning, they are very formidable opponents, and cannot be wiped out
like mere herds of armed men. It is to be remembered that the
Boers have the sharpest eyes conceivable, that they understand, as
no one else does, how to cover themselves from view; and these are
advantages which outweigh the defective leading and the discouraging effects of being on . the defensive. . . . The Boers would have
2 c
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achieved far greater results had thev but acted also on the offensive.
'rhis they could not be got to do, "and to this fact they owe their
destruction."
THE important Associations Bill for the restriction of the religious
orders in France has passed the French Legislature by a large
majority. It is, of course, viewed with very different feelings by its
promoters and its opponents. A prominent Frenchman, M. GUYOl',
speaking on the side of the former to a correspondent of one of the
daily papers, said :-" There is nothing very sudden about the movement. The problem has been staring us in the face ever since the
fall of the Empire, and has been either awaiting a settlement or
receiving sham solutions ever since. The religions congregations are
. a State within a State. But they are not merely that. They also
po'lsess a terrible solvent force, and, like the strong vinegar that bursts
granite rocks, are capable of undermining the most solid edifice raised
by the most united people. In England you can hardly realize this,
because you are a Protestant race, and in your country the confessional is as yet a very narrow channel, not a vast network of tubes
for the dii:'tribution of poisonous forces. In France, on the contrary,
we are honeycombed with confessionals, which sweep away the ground
from under our feet, whithersoever we turn-in Parliament, in the Press,
in the ranks of the army, in the General Staff, on the Bench, everywhere.
The damage which they inflicted on France is literally immeasurable.
The secret of the power wielded by the congregations lies in the fact
that time is on their side; 'rhey live for ever. They never flag, never
weary, never scatter their forces, and never abandon their aims. They
try, try, and try aGain, profiting by every difficulty, domestic or
foreign, in ,,,hich we may get entangled, and creating them when they
do not occur in the natural course of events, until at last a breach is
made through which they can enter. The Republic can, of course, mar
their plots, as a man can drive off a cloud of mosqnitoes. Bnt if the
man be forced to keep driving away mosquitoes all day long, the
work that he can perform under such conditions ,,-ill prove of
very scant utility to himself or others.
_\nd that is precisely the position of the State towards the congregations."
The speaker seemed to have little hope that the present Bill
would have much effect. He regarded it only as a half-measure, which
would have to be followed with much stricter measures. On the other
side, a distinguished Roman Catholic ecclesiastic, of apparently
moderate and comparatively liberal-minded views, said :-" I look
upon the matter from the standpoint, of OUT o\\n Republicans, and I
hold that the right of association is one of the original rights of man.
The State does not bestow it, because the State itself owes its very
existence to it. The right of association is the source from which all
political communities have emanated. Theoretically, it belongs to all
Frenchmen. Why, then, in practice deprive a very large and important
class of this inalienable right ~ . . . . The Bill, I fear, is only. a veil
for the suppression of the congregations, and neither that nor any
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· other law can suppress religious congregations, because they spring
from the perennial needs of the human soul. History is my warranty
for saying so. You cannot establish and you cannot suppress religious
faith or its outward works by legislation or by force, and it would be a
serious mistake to try. . . . . 'l'he present Bill, if it becomes law, will
· neither satisfy its promoters nor do away with the congregations. In all
essential respects everything will go on as before. Other and, more
sweeping nieasures of repressive legislation will be clamoured for and
passed. Fin9,lly, the practical consequence will be drawn from the
principle of religious neutrality, the separation of Church and State
will be decreed, and France will, perhaps, become a country of
missions. All that is possible, and seems very likely j but what is for
ever impossible, so long as France is France and men are human, is
that any legislative measure or any degree of violence should abolish
,religious congregations." One effect of every such m0vement on the
Continent is to drive the members of the Romanist religious orders
over to England, and to increase their numbers here-a most
·undesirable thing.

IT is greatly to be regretted that the Government should have
yielded to Roman Catholic clamour, and promised a Committee to
consider the revision of the KING's Declaration against Transubstantiation. It is idle to suppose that any change in the wording of the
Declaration will give Rome what she seeks. CARDINAL VAUGilAN has
made that quite plain. He says that the Declaration is a "national
act of apostasy" j that it is " blasphemy" j and that it is" a declaration
· against our Lord Jesus Ohrist and His Blessed Mother," &c. But
Rome is insatiable; she aims at, and she will be satisfied with
nothing short of, her own absolute supremacy j and to do away
with our national Protestant safeguards, one by one, for the sake
of pleasing or attempting to satisfy her, is both weakminded and
'useless.

SmIE persons strongly advocate the abolition of capital punishment,
on the ground of clemency j but the case of LUCCHESI, the wretched
: anarchist, who assassinated the good EMPRESS of AUSTRIA, tends to
show that they are mistaken. LUCCHESI was sentenced to imprison· ment for life, but he has given so much trouble to his gaolers,
· repeatedly threatening to murder them, and perpetually cursing
and swearing at them, that the officials of the Geneva Court have
given orders for the prisoner to be replaced in a subterranean
'cell, where he is deprived of daylight, and cut off from all
human intercourse. Bread and water are passed into the cell by
means of a revolving door. This for a lifetime! What an awful
punishment! Surely death would be far more merciful j and
:death is in accordance with the Divine command: "Whoso sheds
'man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed."

r----
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A VERY important and interesting discovery has recently been made
by an American expedition to Babylonia, namely, the unearthing of
the library of the great temple of Bel at Nippur, the place which
tradition declares to be the Biblical Calneh, one of the four cities,
in the land of Shinar, referred to in Genesis x. 10, as the beginning
of the kingdom of Nimrod.
In this discovery, over twenty-five
thousahd cuneiform texts are included, and these have yet to be
deciphered and translated; but already Dr. HILPRECHT, who was the
first to hit upon the site of the temple and the library, is in a
position to state that there are tablets" from the fifth pre-Christian
millennium," and that in two texts he has found the name of the
river' Chebar, by which Ezekiel, among the captives, sa\\' "visions of
God" (Ezek. i. 1).
GENERAL SIR GEORGE WHITE, V.C., \\'ho so gallantly defended
Ladysmith, and who now is Governor of Gibraltar, has lately given
a very striking address to a crowded audience at Gibraltar, on the
subject of Temperance in our Army, and some of the particulars and
statistics which he mentioned are well worth noticing. His Excellency said that, after an experience which reached into half a century, he was convinced that drinking to excess was the worst of our
vices as a. nation-a vice in which our soldiers and our sailors participated to a degree that sapped the estimation in which those professions were held by a steadier and soberer class, whom it would
be an imperial advantage to attract to our standards. Its ill effects
were shown not only by moral deterioration, but indirectly, and in
extreme cases, by physical decrepitude. He could distinctly trace
nearly all the crime in the British Army abroad to drinking to
excess. When he was Commander-in-Chief in India, he was anxious
to bring home to the minds of the officers and men how strong a
deterrent influence abstinence from alcohol exercised in saving men
from getting into trouble. He found many commanding office;! and
others inclined to belittle the efforts to introduce a higher standard.
of temperance into the Army, and even to oppose it. They threw
doubts upon the statistics shown by temperance branches as cooked
for a purpose. To impress these and others, he ordered returns to
be furnished officially, showing the percentage of offences committed by
abstainers and non-abstainers; the result realizing what he had hoped
to establish. Whilst in India he was President of the Army Temperance
Association. The returns applied to a tOtal of 69,488 men, of whom
20,833 were abstainers, and 48,655 non-abstainers. The convictions
by court-martial in 1899 were 1,724, or 132 less than the previous
year. Of these 97 were abstainers, and 1,627 non-abstainers. Summary punishments for insubordination in the whole British army in
India numbered only 3,812, as against 5,250 in 1898. Of these 3,812,
only 544 were committed by abstainers, whilst the non-abstainers
numbered 3,258. Some commanding officers objected to these statistics,
as classing those excellent soldiers who take liquor, but never exceed,
with the majority, thus putting them in a sort of ethical pillory, but
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he thought this was attributing a non-existent and hyper-sensitiveness
to those good fellows, our soldiers. There was a fallacy that the
hardest drinkers were the best fighting men. But this feeling got
beautifully less in successive battles. Brute courage was apt to go
when rations were low. .The truest and most dependable courage was
a sense of duty and self-control. Perhaps the finest soldiers in Europe
were the Turks, with extraordinarily calm courage and endurance.
They were hereditary water-drinkers. Our hardy Punjaub Mahommedans were water-drinkers by religion and descent. He looked
upon British soldiers as being like the salt of the earth, and the
sailors of England as the salt of the sea, and thus he longed to see
the uniforms that distinguished these two grand services worn with
that self-respect and dignity becoming the champions of the greatest
empire the world has ever seen.
A KINDHEARTED and exceedingly generous Christian layman has just
passed away, who will be greatly missed, Mr. JOHN DEACON, of
Mabledon. The Record says of him :-" During a long life Mr. DEACON
bore faithful witness to those great Reformation truths which are the hope
and glory of Evangelical Churchmen. A man of simple and unaffected
piety, he gave liberally of his substance to the advancement of God's
work at home and abroad; and as a patronage trustee he acted with a
fine sense of responsibility, endeavouring in all his appointments to
make the interests of the parish his first and only care. Many goor1
causes are the poorer by his death."

The venerable miSSIOnary, Dr. JOHN PATON, has again been working laboriously, and holding an immense number of meetings in
Ireland and in the South and West of England. During the ensuing
month he purposes visiting Scotland, and in June he hopes to hold
several farewell meetings in London, of which due notice will be
given to his friends and supporters. He is still very anxious about
the future of his beloved Islands. The political outlook for them is
very threatening. The French seemed determined to get hold of
them if they possibly can do so, and if they succeed, the Missions will
be crushed, the Bible will be banished, and the Islanders cruelly
abandoned to a merciless tyranny. Will not our readers unite in
earnest prayer that such a grievous calamity may be averted 1
D. A. D.
DOUB'l'ING of the power and promise of God is the great thing that
spoils the efficacy and success of our faith.-;M. Henry.
"GRACE and peace." Grace bringeth pardon of sins, and peace
brings a joyful conscience. Now, peace cannot be had by fulfilling the
law, for no man can satisfy it. It must, therefore, come by grace,
or a free ·pardon in the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, and without
this pardon no true peace can be had.-Be?·ridge.
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THE BLOOD OF THE LAMB.
IN divers manners-by type, prophecy, and vision-the pre-Inca.rnation Scriptures set forth the great central truth of Jehovah's Gospel
revelation that the vicarious sacrifice of the Lamb, "slain from the
foundation of the world," is the only, but all-sufficient, means of
making "an end" of sin. The penalty, or wages, of sin is death.
Life for life, soul for soul, the spotless Substitute for the' guilt of
others, Jesus, yielded Himself up to the violated holiness and justice
of the Most High. The provision of that perfect Substitute was
wholly of the free and sovereign grace of Him whose righteous law
had been broken, and whose authority had been presumptuously
set at nought. Nothing less precious than the sacrifice of the life
of His co-equal and co-eternal Son could meet the moral and legal
claims of truth, as challenged by Rill, and that "life" was not
withheld! "For the life of the flesh is in the blood; and I have
given it to you upon the altar, to make an atonement for your
souls: for it is the blood t.hat maketh atonement for the soul."
Love Divine lay at the root of this stupendous revelation of the
Godhead. God so loved that, He gave. "Christ loved the Church
and gave Himself for it." The transfer to Him, the spotless Substitute, of all her countless iniquities, when He became a curse in
her stead-for, "Cursed is everyone that hangeth on a tree "-was
an act of consnmmate free grace, and Christ's loving willingness to
be thus'" made sin" secured to all sinners who thereafter should be
convicted, and rendered penitent by the Holy Ghost, personal justification, peace with God, etern,al .life, and an incorruptible inheritance
in the heavenly places.
Faith in the merit of the completed atonement of Jesw; is, according to the sure Word of the Gospel, inseparable from salvation. " By
grace are ye saved, through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is
the gift of God" The damning guilt of sin is eternally cancelled.
" The sting of death" is once and for ever plucked out. "0 death,
where is thy sting~ 0 grave, where is thy victory~" If God justify,
through the substitutionary sacrifice of the life of His dear Son,
"who is he that condemneth ~" On the ground of the worth of
that absolutely perfect offering, the convicted, believing sinner is reconciled in person to God and accepted of Him as a dear child!
The blood of the Lamb is the coming sinner's passport through the
rent veil, his title to a place of standing near the throne of the
Divine Majesty. The blood of the slain Lamb is the refugee sinner's
covert from evil, temporal and spiritual. "When I see the blood, I
will pass over you." The blood once sprinkled on the true Mercyseat, needs not to be'renewed like the typical blood of beasts in the
Jewish tabernacle and temple. "Christ being come, an High Priest
of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle,
not made with hands, neither of this building; neither by the blood
of goats and calves, but by His own blood, He entered in once into
the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us." The eye
of satisfied justice ever rests with complacency on that sprinkled
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blood which brings the believer nigh to God. That blood of the
everlasting Covenant of rtdemption constituted the claim of Christ
to be raised from the dead-in the name of His people-and it
also certifies to faith a glorious resurrection for t!lem also. Thus
it is said that "the God of peace" brought again from the dead
the Great Shepherd of the sheep, "through the blood of the everlasting Covenaut."
Who, then, can attempt to estimate, even with approximate
a.eeuracy, the preciousness of the blood of the Lamb 7 On the whole
flock, and upon each-the least member of it in particular-is set
in letters of indelible grace-" the Church of God which He hath
purchased with His own blood"!
The fountain of sin-purging
blood is always open to meet the needs of the believer's exercised
conscience, while the risen ever-living Advocate with the Father is
accessible every moment to minister the effects of His finished
Atonement, and to seal upon the penitent heart, by the witness
of the Spirit, the consolation and assurance of there being "now
no condemnation" to them that are hidden in the cleft Hock, the
sum-totfll of whose simple religion is" Other refuge have I none.
Hangs my helpless soul on Thee."
Blessed, indeed, are the people that are in such a case, yea,'
happy are all they who have the Lord Jesus fo1' their God!

AGED PILGH,IMS' FJUEND SOCIE'l'Y.

By THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY.
A I,EC'l'URE on "The History of the Aged Pilgrims' Fricnd Society,"
illustrated by liwe-light views, has been given by the SECRE'l'ARY, at
New Cross. The chair was taken 1>y Mr. F. J, CATCHPOLE, and a
liberal collection was made in aid of the In::ltitution.
The Anni versary Meetings for the prcsent year have been arranged
as follows (D.V.) :-On Monday, May 6th, <Lt five o'clock, the Society's
Annual Meeting will be held in the Mansion House, under the pre·
sidency of thc Hon. Mr. JUSTICE BRUCE.
On Thursday cvening, May 23rd, a Sermon will be preached by the
Hev. JAMES OmnsToN, Rector of St. Mary-Ie-port, Bristol, in the
Church of St. Mary Aldermary, Queen Victoria Street, at seven
o'clock.
On Thursday, June 20th, the Hev. M. J. 'l'ltYON, of Stamford, will
preach, at three o'clock, in the Chapel of the Camberwell Asylum, and
on Friday, July 5th, the Hev. THOj\IAS DAVlS, of Harbome, will preach
in the Homsey Rise Asylum Chapel, at three o'clock, .tnd the Hev.
J. H. HALLE'l'T, of Brighton, at seven o'clock. The attendance of all
the Society's friends is cordially invited, and the Committee hope that
an especially large 00ngregation will assemble, when the EDI'l'OR of the.
GOSPEL MAGAZINE preaches in the City. Full particulars of all the
MeetiIigs will be announced in the advertisement pages.
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The Gospel Magazzne.

The Quarterly Record for April contains a portrait of the tenth
LORD KINNAIRD, and an illustration of the laying of the foundation'
stone of the Hornsey Rise Asylum.
Copies will be forw<Lrded on
application to the Office.
To enable the Committee fully to avail themselves of the noble
offer of B. DE1'\SHAM, Esq., another 250 double Annual One Guinea
Subscriptions will be needed during the next three months; contributions for this purpose will be gratefully received.

Ilthittus anb iDticrs Df
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Alone in Africa,. 01', Seven Years on the Zambesi. By Madame
MA'l'HILDE RECK GOY. London: .lames Nisbet and Co.
AN interesting account of a lady missionary's experiences in South
Africa. Madame GOY'S parents were French missionaries at Mabolela,
on the Free State border of Basutoland. She married a devoted
missionary who was stationed on the great Zambesi river, and whose
life was cut short by fever. Very terriole were her experiences then.
She was obliged to take the measurements for her husband's coffin
herself, look for planks to make it, and show the natives how to dig
his grave. Then she had to walk, with her two little children, for two
hundred m'iles through the forests, bush, and desert, until she reached
good KING KHAMA'S territory, where she was succoured and treated
most kindly. It was wonderful tha.t she safely accomplished that
long and trying journey. Madame GOY is now in Switzerland, superintending the education of her two young daughters; but as soon as
that object is accomplished she purposes returning to the Zambesi,
to take charge of a school home for the Barotsi girls.
The Queen's Resolve. By the Rev. CHARLES BULLOCK, B.D., Editor
of the Fireside, &c. London: Home Words Publishing Office.
Price Is. 6d.
THIS is a new and enlarged edition of a book which has already
attained a circulation of no less than between 270,000 and 280,000
copies. It contains a large number of excellent illustrations, a full
account of the life and reign of our late beloved QUEEN, ang an additional chapter entitled, "England's Welcome to our Knw.'" We have
no doubt that it will obtain-as it well deserves-a further widely
extended circulation.
The Sweetness of Pardon. Thoughts on the Thirty-second Psalm.
By the Rev. FRANCIS SCOTf WEBSTER, M.A., Author of Old-Fashioned
Christianity, &c. Birmingham: C. Caswell.
SWEET and precious thoughts on one of the sweetest and most precious
of the Psalms, showing in a clear and scriptural manner the way of
pardon and the blessed effects of it.
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