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"Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of GOd!'-2 COR. i. 4.

THE MARKED PEOPLE.
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"Fo?' I bea1' in my body the ma1·ks of the LOTd Jesus."GALATIANS vi. 17.
THE chosen, redeemed, regenerated, believing people of God are spoken
of in the, Holy Scriptures as "a peculiar people." As sinners" by
nature, they are indeed "even as others."
Between Jewish and
Gentile sinners « there is no difference."
The Divine description of
the entire human race is, « All have sinned, and come short of the
glory of God." But, the freest of free grace has dealt with this
naturally and morally hopeless condition of things.
Nothing is too hard for the Lord, provided it be not at the sacrifice
of anyone of the unchangeable attributes of His perfect being. « He
cannot deny Himself." He cannot break His Covenant, and He has
Himself declared that He will not « alter the thing" that is gone, out
of His lips. His Word, therefore, "is settled for ever in heaven." His
Law-that Law under which man was placed at the first--and every
commandment of it being "holy, and just, and good," are the
standard by which human motives and conduct are inexorably tested,
and woe to those who offend, even in one, point. Such transgressors
are equitably accounted "guilty of all." "The soul that sinneth, it
shall die." To be a law-breaker, in the least degree, is to incur the
penalty of death, and there are no degree.s in death. "Cursed is
everyone that continueth not in all things which are written in the
book of the Law to do them." Solemn illdeed is the sentence, "The
wages of sin is death." Separation eternal from God is the righteous
penalty of sin-whether it take the form of omission in doing that
which is commanded, or of doing that which He has forbidden. God
cannot hold communion with those who are at enmity with Him.
This is clearly just, for He has forbidden that which is wrong, and
S
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only commanded that which is right. God's ways are equal. Though
He do all things according to His will, yet that will is undeviatingly
righteous, and no creature subject to it can possibly suffer injustice.
The eternal misery prepared for the devil and his angels is according
to righteousness. And the children of wrath, who continue to defy
the holy claims of God's law, and die in their sins, will be eternally
unable to point a finger of accusation against the Divine procedure.
Thus, were grace not absolutely free, and in its operations sovereign,
no flesh could be saved. But," where sin abounded, grace did much
more, abound." From the beginning, the God of salvation knew what
He would do. The Fall did not take the Divine mind by surprise.
Salvation was not an afterthought. The Covenant was not made in
time, for it is the everlasting Covenant. The love wherewith J ehovah
loved His prospectively guilty and undone people had no beginning.
In the precious words of the Christian poet.. He loved me not. for my ,lesert
(I merited His hate) ;
Nor shall the love a period know
iVhich novel' knew a, date."

The dateless love of God always rested upon His chosen in Christ.
" According as He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of the
world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love:
having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ
to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will." To the
personal knowledge of this marvellous love and grace every elect
vessel is brought by the Holy Ghost. "To give knowledge of salvation unto His people"-this is the "'ork of Christ by the Spirit
Whom He has, according to promise, sent down from hea,en. Upon
that favoured people, consequently, are set such distinguishing
" marks" as separate them from the world, and make them "men
wondered at."
This very separation involves the world's bitter
hatred, and Satan's unceasing assaults. No doubt, the Apostle Paul's
reference to his scaned body-" I bear about in my body the marks of
the Lord Jesus "-should first be understood literally. For his adorable
Lord and Master's sake, and in the interests of the glorious Gospel, Paul
had indeed endured hardness.
"Stripes above measure," five times
scourged by the Jews, three times beaten with rods by the Romans,
and once stoned well-nigh to death-left for dead by his persecutors" and having stoned Paul, drew him out of the city, supposing he had
been dead" (Acts xiv. 19)-his scars must have been many and very
marked!
These life-long disfigurements eloquently proclaimed the
reality of his loyalty to Christ and His Gospel, and certified to all
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cavillers against his Apostleship that it was received by him not from
man but from "Jesus Christ and God the Father."
He willingly
"endured all things for the elect's sakes," as he wrote to Timothy,
that tiley might" obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with
eternal glory." No perils affrighted, and no threats silenced him.
Woe was unto him if he preached not the Gospel of Christ! And if
the preaching of Christ crucified and glorified brought upon him persecution, even unto death-so might it be! Not only at the close
of his prolonged ministry, but at any moment during its progress, the
spirit of his mind wa~" I am now ready to be offered." To be
" offered" on the altar of his blessed Master's service marked, through
grace, all his ways and works.
It was of old a custom for slaves connected with heathen temples to
be branded in their bodies with the names of the gods locally worshipped; and also for serfs to be stigmatised in their flesh with the
names of their masters. Possibly, the persecuted Apostle alluded to
both these well-known customs and applied them in a spiritual wa.y
to himself-who, through saving grace, was the Lord's willing bondservant, a true temple worshipper. Those visible scars were honourable testimony to the Galatians and others that Paul was not his own,
but one" hought with a price," even that of the precious blood of the
Lamb. False apostles, and Judaizing teachers such as had led away
the Churches of Galatia from the Gospel of the free grace of God, and
had bewitched the souls of the simple with fleshly additions and
traditions, had no such marks in themselves. Their corrupt doctrine
aimed at escaping "the offence of the cross." These perverten:! constrained others to be circumscribed "only lest they [themselves]
should suffer persecution for the croS!! of Christ." But, Paul had not
so learned Christ. He had been so instructed in the grace of God
that he 'could" glory" in the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ, by
Whom he was crucified unto the world, and the ;world unto him.
Thus, he entreated the Galatian Churches to understand that his heart
was fixed, and that the enemies of grace-the free-will worker~
could not trouble him regarding the truth which he preached, and for
which he had been called to suffer.
Oh, brethren, how great is the privilege of being able, when
men would fain reason us out of the faith of the Gospel, to
point to the past of our experience as a testimony against
them. The Hebrew Christians "took joyfully" the spoiling of
their goods, for the sake of God's dear truth. Paul himself suffered "the loss of all things" that he might witness
for Christ. Oh, to be truly willing to bear that second mark which is
8
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inseparable from the first-" For unto you it is given in the behalf
of Christ, not only to believe on Him, but also to suffer for His sake"
(Phil. i. 29). Conflict with sin, the world, and the flesh-waged in
"the strength which God supplies through His Eternal Son "-insures to the faithful many and deep wounds. "All who will live godly
in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution." So runs the royal order of
the Captain of our salvation. Did not He Himself learn obedience by
the things which He suffered 1 Is the servant to be placed above His
Lord 1 He who, through grace, vigilantly and perseveringly follows
in the footprints of his conquering Leader must expect to lose much
blood in this war. "Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving
against sin." The true soldiers of Christ must expect His enemies to
try t<J "trouble" them. But those who can produce the most conspicuous "marks," received in the King's service, will be reall~'
" troubled" least. Such enjoy the comfortable knowledge that their
tears are in their Lord's bottle, and that all their battle-wounds are
written in the" Book of the Wars" in the very handwriting of the King
Himself. A well marked believer in the Lord Jesus is an unanswerable argument and proof of the reality of the work of the Holy Spirit
in the heart. If the "marks" in us be His marks, they will always
furnish an irresistible reply to the mocking accusations brought
against us by the King's enemies. Many and varied are the" marks"
placed on the Church of God as she passes through a world that lieth
in the Wicked One. Some of the deepest wounds she receives are,
indeed, "invisible t<J this blind world below." Yet, to her, they are
poignant beyond expression. Our beloved fellow-believers who peruse
these pages well knew the truth of this. "A wounded spirit who can
bear 1" But our Great High Priest meets this deep distress. He is
touched with the feeling of our infirmities. There is balm in Gilead,
and He is lovingly pleased to minister His healing grace, and our
hearts are comforted. The witness of the indwelling Spirit is the
brightest and most blessed of all marks sat upon the redeemed of the
Lord. Yet, no other "mark" set by our heavenly Father's hand, or
by Him suffered to be set upon the objects of His everlasting love, can
be dispensed with. As one has well written:" Hail, happy souls, on whom is set
Jehovah's ancient mark;
His chosen ones lIe'll ne'er forget,
Though all around be dark.
" Marked with the Saviour's precious blood,
Marked by transforming grace,
Marked with the sanctity of God,
A marked peculiar ralle.
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" Marked by the tempter's daily wiles,
Marked by the graces given;
Marked to enjoy J ehovah's smiles,
Marked to be owned in heaven.
" Marked as the heirs of endless bliss,
Marked with the price you cost;
Marked with Jehovah's name, as His,
You never can be lost."
THE

EDITOR.

SOLID COMFORT FOR TEMPTED SAINTS.
WHAT a blessed thought it is for the dear saints of God they have a
mighty Advocate, the Lord Jesus Christ, Who having" borne our
sins," can meet all Satan's calumnies for us. The deep malignity of
Satan's heart to God is thus manifested in his bitter hatred. of the
dear children of God. The vile slanders of the saints of God! This
watchful accuser noting every failure. Oh to be kept daily walking in
the consciousness of the Lord's presence, and so to be kept from
Satan's seductive wiles. To enable us to do this we must be "strong
in the Lord, and in the power of His might."-Seleeted.
THE HYMN OF THE LAST DAYS.
WILT Thou be long, Lord Jesus?
We yearn to hear Thine accentsTwo thousand silent years
" Peace! Fear not; it is I; "
Have nearly closed upon us,
We long to see Thee coming,
Full-filled with blood and tears.
Before we faint and die.
We strain our aching eyelids
Wilt
Thou be long, Lord Jesus?
To gaze into the night,
Thy home is very fair
And yet no sign of advent,
To hearts disheartened, spirits
No dawning of the light.
Just sinking to despair.
Wilt Thou be long, Lord Jesus?
Wilt Thou be long, Lord Jesus?
The summers come and goOur cry i~ faint, as we ;
Days busy, nights of sorrowOur hopes are dim, as sight is,
Our longing agony.
Like rivers on they flow.
Sometimes, when suns are golden,
Lord, Thou art very patient,
We slack to watch and pray,
And all impatience we;
But when the night falls round u~,
Lord, Thou art very loving,
We weary for the day.
And cold our altars be!
Thou wilt not leave ungathered
Wilt Thou be long, Lord Jesus?
One for whom Thou hast diedThe" little while " so long!
Can we not wait while Thou canst?
The bitter flow of mourning,
While Thou dost wait beside?
The cruel tide of wrong,
Our sins and fierce temptations,
Once more, aB unto Peter
All weigh our souls with care.
Upon the night of pain,
Wilt Thou be long in coming,
In loving, patient accents,
And making all things fair?
Thy dear voice falls again" With Me not one hour watch ye? "
Wilt Thou be long, Lord Jesus?
We trust; we may not see.
Master, we would see Thee!
We wake to watch and labour;
The night is very stormy,
Only-we watch with Thee.
And very weary we :
-The late Emily S. Holt.
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THE WORDS OF HIS LIPS.

"Never man spake like this Man."-JoHN vii. 46.

IT has been pointed out that the Lord Jesus in His teaching usually
employed facts with which His hearers were familiar, thus arresting
attention and so bringing men to a saving consideration of their need
of Himself. We may note the employment of the same method by
the Holy Spirit in the Scriptures. Thus, of David, who was originally
a shepherd, God says He took him to feed His people. To those Magi
of the East, who were given to the study of stars, God gave a star to
be their guide to Christ at Bethlehem. To those who followed Christ
to Capernaum, for meat, He suitably preached concerning their
need of spiritual food for their souls.
To the Samaritan womal!
at Jacob's well He preached the watBr of life. To those men accustomed to joy and gladness who took great catches of fish, He
promised that they sl'iould become spiritual fishers of men. To the
"common people" the Lord Jesus used so to speak in His Father's
name that they" heard Him gladly." He spake not only" plainly,"
but "as one having authority."
There was mighty power in His
"gracious words." His message was ever definite and direct.
He
knew whence He had come, and also Whose Prophet He was. No
hesitation characterised the terms of His heavenly utterances, nor did
He make apologies for the sovereign truths which He procla.imed. He
knew what were the thoughts that moved in the inmost minds of His
hearers, and could discover \vho were His sheep and who were not.
As Son of Man, He had been anointed with the Holy Spirit and was
clothed with authority from the Father to unfold His counsels, to proclaim His salvation, and to foretel His unaecomplished purposes concerning both the Church and the world. Moses, ages before, had predicted His coming and office, for the Lord had said unto him, "I will
raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee,
and will put My words in His mouth; and He shall speak unto them
all that I shall command Him. And it shall come to pass that whosoever will not hearken unto My words which He shall speak in My
name, I will require it of him" (Deut. xviii. 18, 19). To Him gave
all other prophets witness. He was the Angel, that is, The Messenger,
of the Everlasting Covenant-the Light of the world-the Wonderful
One, the Counsellor. To Him apply the words of Isaiah: "The Lord
God hath given me the tongue of the learned, that I should know how
to speak a word in season to him that is weary" (Isaiah 1. 4). He knew
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perfectly the spiritual condition, capacity, and necessities of each soul
with whom He had to deal, and suited His instruction accordingly.
" I have many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now,"
He once feelingly told His disciples, who were" slow of heart" to understand and believe.
The inspired Scriptures always fomled the basis of His teaching.
He magnified the Word and made it honourable by setting upon it,
as the very truth of God, the fullest impress of His authority. "Thus
saith the Scripture" was to Him an end of all strife. And so to-day
He continues to teach His disciples. Himself the Word Incamate, He
speaks ever according to the Word written, and the Holy Spirit shows
believers the perfect harmony and unity of both. How gentle and
loving are His communications to· the meek and docile! How delightful is it to sit silent at His feet while He speaks with melting power
and application the loving counsels of His heart!
" Jesus, for Thy mercy's sake,
Keep me in Thy school of grace;
Though I'm only fit to take,
Day by day, the lowest place.

" Sweet the lessons of Thy school,
And the lowest place how sweet!
When I yield- me to Thy rule,
When I seat me at Thy feet!

" Shall the learner dare rebel,
Shall the weak disciple mourn,
If Thy words seem hard to spell,
And Thy thoughts too deep to learn? "

"Who teacheth like Him 1" The words of Scripture become instinct
with life and power when He Himself breathes them into our hearts!
His loving tones are music to our souls, and revive us at our lowest
and heaviest seasons! In the language of saintly Frances Ridley
Havergal : -

....

" Master, speak! Thy servant heareth,
Longing for Thy gracious word,
Longing
for
Thy voice that
cheereth,
Master, let it now be heaNt
I am listening, Lord, for Thee;
What hast Thou to say to me?

"Master, speak ! I do not doubt
Thee,
Though so tearfully I plead;
Saviour, Shepherd! oh, without Thee
Life' would be a blank indeed.
But 1 long for fuller light,
Deeper love, and clearer sight.

" Often through my heart is pealing
Many another voice than Thine,
Many an unwilled echo stealing
From the walls of this Thy
shrine.
Let Thy longed for accents fall;
Master, speak! and silence all.

" Master, speak! I kneel before Thee,
Listening, longing, waiting still;
Oh ! how long shall I implore
Thee
This petition to fulfil!
Hast Thou not one word for me?
Must my prayer unanswered be?

" Speak to me by name, 0 Master,
Let me know it is to me:
Speak, that 1 may follow faster,
,Vith a step more firm and free,
Where the shepherd leads the flock,
In the shadow of the rock!
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Thus would we hunger and thirst after our adorable Lord Jesus.
Thus would we "learn" of Him "in Whom are hid all the treasures
of wisdom and knowledge." To Him, the infmitely wise, we, turn for
light, and knowledge, and counsel, for we know that He is acquainted
with all the circumstances of our case, and that He is compassionately
interested in all that concerns us. His eye keenly watches the assaults
of our deadly enemies, and interposes Himself as our shield and defender. Great is the confidence of tempted and afflicted saints, while
they hearken-er Thus saith the Lord, thy Redeemer, the Holy One of
Israel, I am Jehovah thy God, ''Vho teacheth thee to profit; mo
leadeth thee by the way that thou shouldest go." Not, indeed, always
by the way that thou wouldest go !
" Thy way, not mine, 0 Lord,
However dark it be !
Lead me by Thine own hand,
Choose out the path for me.

" The i>.ingllom that I seek
Is Thine; so let the wav
That leads to it be Thine;
Else I must surely stray,

" Smooth let it be or rough,
It will be still the best;
Winding or straight, it leadsl
Right onward to Thy rest.

" Take Than my cup, and it
\iVith joy or sorrow fill,
As best to Thee ma,y seem;
Choose Thou my good and ill;

, I dare not choose my lot;
I would not, if I might;
Choose Thou for me, my God,
So shall I walk aright.

" Choose Thou for me my friends,
My sickness or my health;
Choose Thou my cares for me,
My poverty or wealth.

" Nob mine-not mine the choice,
In tl'iings or great or small;
Be Thou my Guide, my Strength,
My Wisdom, and my All!"

To be led thus by Him Who cannot err is our souls' safety, and our
hearts' joy. Oh, brethren, let us seek more grace to lean fully on Him
for direction in all our ,,·ays. La! the Lord Jesus is our wisdom, tu
conduct us through perplexity, to solve for us our every doubt, and
to make all crooked things straight and plain. He is faithful to His
precious promises. In the dark as well as in the light He goeth
before His sheep when He putteth them forth. See, too, how He
bears with us poor frail errant ones I As one has well pointed out, we
lllay readily trace this in the earthly ministry of our Great Prophet
-" None could more strikingly manifest the effects of weakness, ignorance, prejudice, and pel'Ve,rseness than His immediate disciples; but
we observe in the adorable Redeemer the most persevering forbearance, and kindest affection-the tenderest regard to their true interest, and the most admirable wisdom in insinuating instruction and
rectifying their errors. While ignorance is checked, obstinacy reproved, and pel'Verseness corrected, infirmity is pitied, prejudices are
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removed, and the honest inquiries of an upright mind are satisfied by
the fullest information. Still His character is the same, still (good
and upright is the Lord, therefore will He teach' sinners in the way,
and the meek will He teach His way'" (Psalm xxv. 8, 9). How true
are these words, and how full of encouragement, too!
Oh, then, may our hearts meekly and humbly wait always upon
Him Whose compassions fail not, and 'Who upbraids UI'I not for our infirmities. There is no time or place when or where we may not ask
counsel of the Lord, Who knoweth the way that we take.
" Thus far on life's perplexing path,
'rhus far Thou, Lord, our steps hast led;
Snatched from the world's pursuing wrath,
Uuharmed, though floods hung o'er our head;
Like ransomed Israel 011 the shore,
Here, then, we p'luse, look back, adore.
" Strangers and pilgrims here below
Like all our fathers in their day,
We to the land of promise go,
Lord, by Thine own appointed way
Still guide, illumine, cheer our flight,
In cloud by day, in fire by night.
" 'IVhen we have numbered all our years,
And stand at length on Jordan's brink,
Though the flesh fail with mortal fears,
o let not then the spirit sink;
But strong in faith, and hope, and love,
Plunge through the stream to rise above! "

J. O.

Clifton.
JE.SUS PARDONING.

How doubly dear do all our mercies become when Christ shines upon
us! The bread of our table is well nigh as holy as the bread of the
Eucharist; the wine we drink tastes as sacred as that of His conse·
crated cup; each meal is a sacrament; each sleep has its Jacob's
vision; our clothes are vestments, and our house a temple. We may
be Bons of poverty, but when Jesus comes, for that day at least He
strews our floor with scmd of gold, and plants upon the roof, hard by
the ancient houseleek, flowers of sweet contentment, of which heaven
need not be ashamed. Nor would the wealth of princes tempt us from
the happy spot where our Lord deigns to give us His company.-C. If.
Spurgeon.
SINCE Jesus ever lives to plead for us at the right hand of God, why
then ne~d a Christian pray for himself? His Father loves to hear His
children's voice, therefore He commands it. His children love to obey
God, draw nigh to, and converse with Him, therefore they pray to
Him. All the younger brethren of Jesus on earth delight to join
their petitions to their Elder Brother'H intercessions in:.glory.-Mason.
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lilgrim i!apers.
WELL-SPRINGS.

"My heart is inditing a good matter: I speak of the th'ings which I
have made touching the King: my tong1~e is the pen of a r'eady wr'iter·.
T.hou art fair'er' than the children of men: grace is poured into Thy
ltps: therefore God hath blessed Thee for' ever."-PSALM xlv. 1, 2.
Tms Psalm is headed, "To the chief Musician upon Shoshannim [supposed to be an instrument of ten strings] for the sons of Korah, Maschil. A Song .of loves." It may have been suggested b" the marriagE>
of Solomon with the daughter of Pharaoh, but it is eminently to set
forth the glories of Jesus and His blood-bought Bride, under the
Divine penmanship and inspiration of the holy Author.
Earthly
monarchs pass away, dynasties change, nations cease to be; "But unto
the Son He saith, Thy throne, 0 God, is for ever and ever; a sceptre
of righteousne,ss is the sceptre of Thy kingdom" (Heb. i. 8). Earthly
ties are severed by death, but Christ, as the Head of the Church,
" ever liveth j " and "he that believeth in Me," He says, "shall never
die." "His Name," even that of King Jesus, says the Psalmist, " shall
endure for ever j His Name shall be continued as long as the sun: and
men shall be blessed in Him: all nations shall call Him blessed."
"My heart is inditing a good matter." The Revised Version renderE!
it "overfloweth," and the marginal Hebrew, "boileth, bubbleth up."
Oh, when Jesus is reigning, ruling, and controlling within-when He
has set up His throne in the heart, "without a rival there" as the
hymnist says-well do we know what this blessed bubbling up is-a
true well-spring of water, springing, bubbling up into everlasting life j-a well-spring, fountain, streams of living water j-a well
of deep, sweet love ;-a boundless ocean, a bottomless shore, inexhaustible waters that fail not!
Oh, may He become increasingly
precious to each one of us, that we may oftener talk one tD another
of our King. "He is thy Lord, "'Ol'ship thou Him," should ever be
the language of grace-taught hearts. Good matter indeed! and only
good as thE> Spirit indites and opens up this glorious thell),e to our
wonde,ring hearts. No marvel that the prophet cried out under the
heavenly vision, "Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of
unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for
mine eyel> have seen the King, the Lord of Hosts."
But when Jesus our King makes known the riches of His grace,
brings us into the "inner chamber," there to bestow upon us somE>
love-token, and is "held in the galleries," then the heart can be no
longer silent. It is "hot within," the fire kindles, and the tonguE>
must speak of such " good matter." It may hithertD have been held
bound by rebellious, hard thoughts, stony coldness, and blind unbelief. The soul may have been sitting apart, wrapped in gloomy
doubts and fears, and indulging in graceless fore'bodings, and writing
bitter thinO's about itself. Should such be, the case of any dear child of
God who ;eads these pages, and is fast held by Satan's chain of un-
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belief and questioning whether there can possibly be any hope for
one so unworthy as such esteem themselves to be, may it lead such
an one to open his lips and speak well of their King, in spite of all
t~e arch-enemy's base insinuations, to dwell on His goodness in proVidence and grace in the past; to expatiate on His glories, His matchless beauty, and condescending grace--His faithful promises, which
never have nor never will fail,-recount past scenes of favour,
where goodness and mercy have surrounded him, and dare he then
question that Jesus has led him until now~ Have not His eyes been
upon such from their very birth and His goodness led and fed them
all their days till this present moment 1 Nor will He abandon at la.st
cc a sinner so signally loved."
Otherwise why are they out of hell I
Oh, "turn ye to the stronghold, ye prisoners of hope," and rely upon
Him" Who releaseth the prisoners," to set thee free and break Satan's
chain, and enable His dear tried child once more to walk at liberty,
in a large place.
Do not let us so dishonour Him by nursing
unbelief, but, Abraham-like, count Him "faithful that promised," and
Who is able also tD do it; acknowledge Him "able to do exceeding
abundantly, above all that we can ask or think," and give Satan the
go-by, for he was" a liar from the beginning," and strange and sad
indeed is the condition of that poor tried, tempted child of God who
will listen to Satan's base insinuations and lies, rather than to God's
gracious Word and promise!
Beloved, your God and King, working salvation of old, is greater
than all! Satan may condemn, but God is judge, and with Him we
have to do! Herein lies your mercy, since in His dearly Beloved Son
is no condemnation for His children.
"My heart is inditing a good matter: I speak of the things that I
have made touching the King." Now if our King and if the Holy
Spirit of promise be present to bless and grant a continual bubbling
up, we shall know the blessed portion of "the tongue of a ready
writer."
" Thou art fairer than the children of men." "It was a true report
that I heard in mine own country" (said the Queen of Sheba to King
Solomon) cc of all thy acts and wisdom. Howbeit I believed not the
words, until I came, and mine eyes had seen it, and, behold, the half
was not told me. Thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth the fame
which 'I have heard." (Hebrew-CC Thou hast added wisdom and goodness to the fame.") Such was King Solomon, but the King with
Whom we have to do is cc fairer than the children of men." cc God
hath anointed Thee with the oil of gladness above Thy fellows."
Every nation under the sun is at this time eyeing this little
kingdom of ours, and all thoughts are qentreing upon the
Goming Coronation of our most gracious Majesty King Edward VII.
Virtually, he was king the moment that our late beloved Queen
Victoria drew her last breath. It was his throne then by right of
succession, and his people recognized him as such. But until June of
this year, he will not have been crowned King, "anointed with the
oil of joy," for crowning is anointing, confirming him in his rega.l
rights, and setting the crown upon his head, whose sole right it is.

'[
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It is indeed a very sacred service. How significant the emblems used!
How magnificent the regalia!
How solemn the form of worship
throughout the long ceremony! How dazzling the crown jewels, and
how magnificent the robe that is to cover him! It is a thing of impressive beauty indeed! "A Robe of Gold for our King' was actually
the title of an article in the" Daily Graphic" for March 15th, And
in describing the Braintree industry the writer went on to say:
" Threads of gold, almost pure gold, are packed up close together, as
warp and woof consolidate them, the result being a flexible, glittering
material, the handsomest and costliest that human means- and human
ingenuity can produce. La.ter there will be added to these glorious
vestments the tones crimson, purple, and green, emblems of the
countries over which he reigns,." A London contemporary, alluding
to this gorgeous vesture, calls it "a robe of righteousnesR,"
referring to the equity and justice with which King Edward at his
crowning will promise to rule and reign over his people. Greatest,
too, of all the emblems laid before him is the Bible, and as the Archbishop presents it he says, "Our gracious King: we present you with
this Book j the most valuable thing that the world affords. Here is
wisdom, this is the royal law, and these are the lively oracles of
God," etc.
But yet, after all, earthly monarchs pass away. Of them the same
word is decreed as unto the humblest of their subjects, "Dust thou
art, and unto dust shalt thou return." Oh, then, to have a kingdom
out of sight-a crown of glory that fadeth not away-an inheritance
incorruptible, undefiled-a part and lot in that heavenly city which
nothing can remove! May God's people be much in prayer for their
King, that when earthly monarchs and dynasties remove, he may have
a name and place in that kingdom that can never be destroyed!
"Thou art fairer than the children of men." The Church in the
Canticles (chap. v.) endeavours to describe some of the beauty and
charm of her Beloved, with Wnom she is emaptured, and setting
Him forth to the admiration and praise of her companions, exclaims,
" This is my Beloved, this is my Friend, 0 daughters of Jerusalem! "
Dear Mr, Carr of Bath has been sweetly and profitably employed now
for many years in our" Gospel Magazine" upon this a1together Lovely
One, and has by no means exhausted the subject j nor will he! For
the further His children trace the beauty and loveliness of their King
Immanuel, it is to find there remains yet more and more to be unfolded
until they are brought to the place of Sheba's Queen, exclaiming, "The
half was not told me!" And" This is my Beloved," exclaims the
Church, in her ecstasy of joy, as she sets Him forth, perfect in every
part, exquisite in every feature!
"Thy loveliness hath won my heart,
Lord Jesus, we can never part;
I'll sound Thy precious name abroad,
Mine altogether lovely Lord,
" Up to His thron6 I soon shall go,
More of His loveliness to know;
Whilst conntless millions shall declare,
He's altogether lowly there,"

.
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Such were the words engraved on memory's page, through their
constant repetition by the writer's precious mother, in her last illness,
when faith soared high in anticipation of the glory soon to be r~
vealed, when those eyes were to "see the King in His beauty." Oh,
beloved reader, may we seek, more-and more, daily to behold and set
forth to others the glories of our King Immanuel. Surely there is in
Him sufficient to claim a perpetual admiration, and yet find how
"Eternity's too short to utter half His praise." Let us contemplate
His Divine attributes, His unchanging love a.nd faithfulness, yea the
many glories in which He wills that His people should share! It will
ever prove a sublime theme--a faith-transporting subject.
HiB
children will find therein pleasant paths for their feet, thus treading
the high places of their God-and a bright and near anticipation o~
the coming glory, when "Thine eyes shall see the King in HiE!
beauty," and when we shall be with him and like Him for ever!
" 0 heavenly Bridegroom of our hearts,
Thy present smile a heaven imparts;
Oh, lift the veil, if veil there be,
Let all Thy saints Thy glory see."

R.

ENDURANCE UNDER 'l'RIBULATION.
(REVELATION

v. 3, 4.)

AND shall the path of tribulation
Fail of patience to the will of God P
And greater knowledge of salvation
A willingness to bend and kiss the rod P
Nay, from experience buds of hope appear,
.And fruits of love adorn the autumn year.
The heart that links itself alone to grief
'Will break, as chain rnst-eaten snaps;
By dint of knowledge God affords relief in trial,
Deepening His children's trust, like sacred oil j
The Holy Spirit permeates the soul,
'
.And Jesus reigns the loved Immanuel.
The Master here with crying stron~ and tears
Wrought out the pattern of His Father's will..
The path of outward fighting, inward fears,
Corrects our jud gment, bidding ut< "be still; "
The tree that wears the blast casts deepest root,
And that of closest habits, choicest fruit.
-Thomas BU1·be'l'1'y•.

,"'.
~-

A WORD TO BELIEVERS.
DID the dear children of God look upon each other as bone of the
same bone, and flesh of the same flesh, how deeply they would love
and sympathize with one another, and help one another, in all their
wants and painful necessities. Instead of which there is a most
lamentable want of true and unadulterated Christian love (1 Cor. xiii.)..
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"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO.DAY 1"

"Oonsider the work of God."-EcCLESIASTES vii. i3.
AND God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness)
a,nd let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl
of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every
creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth." To deniers of the
Trinity of Persons in the unity of the Godhead this language must
needs be a stumbling-block, yet Hebrew scholars ten us that the
three epithets, EI-Elah, or Eloah-Elohim, are indiscriminately
rendered by our translators, GOD; while the two former are in the
singular, and often applied to the Saviour (notably in Emmanuel),
Elohim is the plural form, and according to Dr. Young's arrangement,
used throughout this first chapter of Genesis, and occurs about 2,500
times in the Scriptures. Ambrose Sede, in his "Horm SoJitarim,"
says: "Both in construction and use it expressly declares plurality of
Persons in the Divine essence. We are not to understand by the word
'Persons,' when applied to the Godhead, some separate existence of a
The
different nature, but united distinction in the same nature.
Persons in J ehovah are co-equal in all His perfections and attributes.
Probably the three names are derived from the same root, which
implies, to assure upon oath, to covenant, and so to testify concerning
any transaction. In this respect- they are called the Witnesses (1 John
v. 7), for they testify to themselves (which is a mode of giving oaths
peculiar to Jehovah) concerning each other and concerning the Covenant of grace to which They are sworn evidences. Thus the Father
testifies of the Son (Matt. iii. 16; John viii. 18); the Son of the
Father (Jo)lll xii. 50); the Spirit of the Son (John xv. 26)."
How solemn a consideration for those who call in question and deny
the truth of the first chapter of Genesis, for they "make God a liar,"
and impugn the witness of the Eternal and undivided Three, whose
very name implies covenant, Word, and oath, "two immutable things
in which it was impossible for God to lie; " and the more daringly presumptuous is the refusal of this testimony, since it is an incontrovertible fact that no other witness, within the whole bounds of
creation being present at the time, can give legal evidence to the
contrary, and truthfully set at nought these statements of the Almighty
Maker of all things! It is also true that the old serpent, the Devil,
who "was a liar from the beginning," was the first to raise the ques"
tion, " Yea, hath God said?" and then proceed to contradict His
Word! "But who is their fathed" (1 Samuel x. 1:2) may well be
asked of such as believe not! "Let Us make man in Our image, after
Our likeness." Oh, wondrous, condescending grace, that thus permits
the workmanship of His own hands to peer into the secret council
.chamber of eternity, and understand, by revelation of the Spirit of
inspiration, the deep things of God; the mystery that the masterpiece of creation was formed in the image and likeness of the GodMan, the eternal and co-equal Son of God-that Divine Wisdom, "set
up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was," of'
whom Proverbs viii. is full. "Who is the image of the invisible God,
H
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the first-born of every creature j -for by Him were all things created,
that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible j all
things were created by Him, and for Him: and He is before all
things, and by Him all things consist j that in all things He might
have the pre-eminence. For it pleased the Father that in Him should
all fulness dwell" (Col. i. 15-19) j "Who, being the brightness of His
glory, and the express image of His Person, and upholding all things
by the Word of His power," is that Divine likeness-" Our likeness"
-in which man was created. The theme is beyond the feeble pen to
dilate upon j words fail to express the sublimity of it, and the dignity
·conferred upon man as he came forth from the Creator's hand, perfect,
"in Our image, after Our likeness."
The contrast of supremest
folly shines out in the Darwin scientific theory of evolution from
monkey-origin, too palpably emanating from "the father of lies."
This verse is the keynote of Covenant redemption. The counsel
of the Father, the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure,
what He hath purposed in Himself, that in the dispensation of the fulness of tinles, He might gather together in one all things in Christ,
" according to the eternal purpose which He purposed in Christ Jesus
our Lord." Yet some would almost deny the Architect of the universe
a place, and talk of natural law as if nature were supreme: yet those
who are most skilled in the anatomy of the human frame must admit
the truth of the Psalmist's language, "I am fearfully and wonderfully
made j marvellous are Thy works, and that my soul knoweth right
well" (Psalm cuxix. 14).
How much greater the marvel of the
Second Adam! The profound design and foreknowledge of God, by
which redeemed silmers were "predestinated ~to be conformed to the
image of His Son, that having borne the image of the earthy, we
should also bear the image of the heavenly"! The first Adam was
created on the sixth day, perfect yet liable to fall. The members of
the Second Adam have been fashioning nearly six thousand years, so
that David's grea,ter Son can say, addressing His Father, "My substance was not hid from Thee, when I was made in secret and
curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth." Curious work
indeed is that by which each member of the body of Christ is fitted
and made meet for its place. "Thine eyes did see My substance ye,t
being unperfect, and in Thy book all My members were written, which
in continuance were fashioned" [margin, "what days they should be
fashioned j " R.V. "even the days that were ordained "], "when as
yet there was none of them" (Psalm cuxix. 15, 16). Well may we
exclaim in contemplation of the revealed mystery, "Let the beauty of
the Lord our God be upon us," ., the beauty of holiness j " and as the
means to this glorious end, spend much ~ime, as it is written, "We all
with open face [not with Moses' vail on] beholding as in a glass the
glory of the Lord [looking into the pedect law of liberty, the glass of
the Word], are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even
as by the Spirit of the Lord" (2 Cor. iii. 18). It is the divinely royal
road to 1;Je like Him when we see Him as He is. Then surely "the
desire of every living thing" shall be satisfied-cc I shall be satisfied
when I awake with Thy likeness."

2
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"And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over
the fowl .Qf the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and
over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth." Under this
language is couched the dominion of the Son of Man-the Lord from
heaven. It is true that man, even in his fallen state, has a certain
sovereignty over the rest of created things-CC The earth hath He
given to the children of men "-but the reference to Jes.us as our
Adonai is clearly pointed out in the 8th Psalm, "0 Lord our Lord
[Jeh.Qvah our Adonai], how excellent is Thy name in all the earth, who
hast set Thy glory above the heavens; " and though the next verse, we
know, points to Him, for He asks, "Yea, have ye never read, Out of
the mouth of babes and sucklings Thou hast perfected praise 1" (Matt.
xxi. 16), yet but for the Holy Ghost's commentary by the pen of the
Apostle Paul (Hebrews ii. 6), we should have missed the deeper application to the Son of Man, and failed to "see J esus, '~TJ10 was made a
little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death, crowned with
glory and honour; that He by the grace of God should taste death for
every man." So that while man was formed in the image of the
Christ of God, the Divine likeness, the purpose of God was wrapt up
in it, that He should in the fulness of time "be made in the likeness
of men: and being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself,
and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross." " Without controversy, great is the mystery of godliness "-the mysterious
formation of man in the Divine image and likeness, and the mystery
of the incarnation of the Son of God in the likeness of man, and the
mystery of union, foreseen and predestinated, whereby in the new
birth we become "partakers of the Divine nature, and are renewed
in holiness after the image of Him that created us;" new-born
children, born to have dominion over the earth, and to reign with
Him as joint-heirs, Who is Heir of all things. "For He must reign,"
and, "Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth."
"Sn God created man in His own image; in the image of God
created He him: male and female created He them." Another of the
deep things of God is here declared, for in chapter v. 2, it is added,
"And blessed them, and called their name Ada.m in the day when
they were created." Now we know that Eve had no separate created
existence apart from Adam, but was formed out of a rib taken from
his side, when the Lord God cast him into a deep sleep; a marvellous
figure of the bride of the Second Adam, the Lord from heaven, whose
deep sleep of death for her redemption was her life! So that every
believer, created in Christ Jesus, is brought to Him, as E,e to Adam,
to be a part of His myscical body, the Church, for whom He ga.ve
Himself a sacrifice, and h,aving loved and given Himself for her, He
sanctifies and cleanses by the washing of water by the Word, "that
He might present unto Himself a glorious Church, not having spot,
or wrinkle, or any such thing, but that it should be holy and without
blemish." " For no man ever yet hated his own flesh, but nourisheth
it and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the Church." What a marvellous plea is this to be nourished and cherished, when that is the
very quintessence of what we need. Well may it be added, "This is
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a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the Church" (Eph.
v. 25-32).
"And God blessed them and said, Be fruitful, and multiply, and
replenish the earth and subdue it." If God, having created all things,
added His blessing to make all fruitful, the analogy is in spiritual life,
He would have none of His children balTen or unfruitful, but abounding in the work of the Lord. " He will love thee, and bless thee, and
multiply thee," is His Covenant promise to the people whom He hath
chosen to be His "peculiar treasure." It was manifestly true of
Israel under the oppression of Egypt, "the more they afflicted them,
the more they multiplied and grew," for "God giveth the increase."
How much more in the new creation will the desire of the heavenborn soul be in harmony with this primeval law l' But we must· wait
in faith and patience as our father Abraham did for the child of
promise, pleading the promise (Deut. vii. 14) with wrestlings that
denote an Israelite indeed!
" And God S!Lid, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed,
which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree in which is
the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat. And to
every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every
thing that creepeth upon the earth wherein there is life, I have given
every green herb for meat." A most gracious and bountiful provision of suitable food for all, with capacity for it. When God spread
the lap qf earth with cereals, and herbage for man and beast and
meaner creatures, there was the embryo of supply for all as long as
the world lasts. "Who giveth food to all flesh, for His mercy endureth for ever:" Ever present tense. An} I a living soul, quickened
by the breath of life Divine 1 then the frUit-bearing Tree of Life
yields me fruit every month, and I partake of the rich clusters of the
living Vine; also the fruits of earth are bounteously bestowed by Him
" Who giveth us all things ricWy to enjoy." An, I a sheep, having come
in by the Door into the fold ~ then the green pastures of the Word and
Gospel ordinances are my sustaining portion. By this appetite for
suitable food I may easily settle the personal question whether I
belong to sheep, or swine who can feed on husks and every kind of
literature but the pure Scripture of truth.
"The Lord is my
Shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green
pastures: He leadeth me beside the still waters." Am I only a dog J
I may share the children's crumbs, and' shall desire them. Am I the
offspring of a Dove, "born of the Spirit" 1 the pure grain, "the
corn of meat," is what I shall crave and be satisfied with. If only a
creeping thing 1 infinite Wisdom designed suitable food for such.
"They that fear the Lord shall not want any good thing." El Shad·
dai is all-sufficient to satisfy "the desire of every living thing."
Jehovah-Jireh will provide (" will see to it,"· margin). It is all bound
up "in the volume of the book" of creative wonders, so that Genesis
has been called" the seed-plot of the Bible and of man's history, which
the succeeding books develop."
" And God saw everything that He had made, and, behold, it was
very good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day."
T
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Imperfe~tion is stamped upon all the works of men; however admired
at first, improvements are seen and the original is cast aside; but not
so the mighty or minute works of "the only wise God;" "His work
is worthy to be praised, and had in honour." It is only and supremely
good: we rise from the study of it with the wondering question,
" What is man that Thou are mindful of him 1 " or with Ruth's inquiry,
"""hy have I found grace in thine eyes, that thou shouldest take
knowledge of me 1" which we shall not be able to answer, so we close
in the very apt lines of Jewton, copied for U8 by another Ruth"Conside1' the Work of God."
" In every object there I gee
Something, 0 Lord, that leads to Thee:
Firm as the rock Thy purpose stands;
Thy mercies, countless as the sands;
Thy love, a sea immensely wide;
Thy grace, an ever-flowing tide!
" In every object here I see
Something, my heart, that points to thee:
Ha,rd as the rocb that bound the strand;
Unfruitful as the barren sand;
Deep and deceitfuL as the ocean,
And, like the tides, in constant motion! "

Leicester.

MARy.

THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST:THE CROSS.
"He is altogether lovely."-SOLOMON'S SONG v. 16.
"The preaching of the C1·oss."-1 CORINTHIANS i. 18.
" PREACffiNG" signifies proclaiming as a herald; or, making known
the mind and will of the King as an ambassador does. All preaching
therefore must 'be teaching; but, as teaching is simply giving instruction, all teaching is not preaching. The great subject of the Apostle's
preaching wa·s " The Cross." Paul does not mean by this the material
Cross, or the wood of the Cross. Four things are denoted by his use
of the term: First, the Man on the Cross; second, the Wonders of the
Cross; third, the Teaching of the Cross; and, fourth, the Power of the
Cross
I.-THE MAN ON THE CROSS.
We consider His Person. He is the Second Person of the. Trinity
incarnate. When He came to earth, He took our human nature into
eternal and indissoluble union with His Divine nature.
He thus
became Man that He might be capable of SUffering and death, which
is impossible to abstract Deity. The:re are therefore two natures in
the One Person of the Lord Jesus Christ; but, the Divinity and
Humanity must not he CDnfounded together, nor must the Person be
divided. One effect of this complexity in unity is that whate,ver
belongs to either nature may be rightly attributed to the whole
Person. The Lord .Jesus Christ suffered, bled, and died; and the
Lord Jesus Christ is omnipotent, eternal, and divine. The Man on
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the Cross was very God. When His body lay dead in the tomb, He
was still God. In the same way, He is still Man now He is in glory.
Looking to Christ hanging on the accursed tree, we may say: "That
Man's death can alone atone for our sin, His blood alone can cleanse
our souis." It is the death and blood of our "God manifest in the
flesh."·
.
Il.-THE WONDERS OF THE CROSS.

It was a wonderful Death which Jesus died on the Cross, when He
paid the penalty of His people's transgressions, and made His soul
an offering for their sin! His holy body and His holy soul were
separated for a season, the latter ascending to the Paradise of God,
while His body descended to the tomb. Moreover, His death gave
validity to His testament j for cc a testament is of force after men are
dead!" The Church is put in possession of all the blessings of the
New Covenant by Christ's death, which thus becomes its seal.
Another wonder of the Cross is the Blood shed thereOll.
The
"Fountain filled with blood" was opened on the Cross j it removes
iniquity and sin, effects the reconciliation of the sinner with God j
and when applied with power to the conscience, it takes away guilt,
and brings that peace which is the best evidence to the soul of her
interest in the sufferings of the bleeding Saviour.
Christ's Prayers on the Cross were wonderful. One was for the.
pardon of His enemies-CC Father, forgive them, they know not what
they do." Another was the expression of the shrinking of His human
nature from the cup, which was accompanied with the most absolute
submission to the will of His Father-" If it be possible, let this cup
pass from Me, nevertheless, not My will, but Thine be done." The
last prayer was that in which Jesus commended His soul to His
Father-CC Into Thy hands I commend My spirit." Marvellous displays of humility and grace are contained in all these prayers. ThenThe Work the Lord Jesus finished on the Cross will eternally be
one of its greatest wonders. Then the Robe of Righteousness was completed. The Shadows of the ceremonial Law were perfected in the
Substance. The Types were fulfilled in the Antitype. The Symbols
ended in the Person of the dying Saviour. The work of Redemption
was finished, and Salvation secured.
These are some of the Wonders of the Cross. We must now COllsider:IIl.-THE

TEACHINGS

OF THE

CROSS.

The first lesson a sight of the Cross inculcates is the exceeding sinfulness of sin.
How great must be its evil and malignity, since
nothing but the blood of God can atone for it! In the light of the
Redeemer's sufferings Sin appears in its true colours. A faith's view
of the Cross teaches us, in the next place, the Holiness and Justice
of God, which was vindicated and made glorious at so tremendous
a cost. The Holiness of God is such, He cannot endure sin, it must
be removed from His sight.
His Justice is such that He must
punish it-the penalty must be exacted. OD the Cross, our sin was
iJaken away, God's Holiness satisfied, and His Justice glorified
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Another lesson of the Cross is the exceeding Love of the Lord
Jesus, Who" having loved His own, He loved them unto the end."
" Love moved Him to die,
And on this we rely,
Our Jesus has loved us,
We cannot tell why;

" But this we can tell,
He loved us so well
As to lay down His life
To redeem us from hell."

A solemn lesson of the wickedness of man is learnt at the Cross. The
Romans, representing the profane world, mocked and crucified Him.
The Jews-the religious world-derided His sufferings and caused His
death. The disciples, who were true possessors of grace, all forsook
Him and fled. How black the wickedness of man appears at the
crucifixion of Christ! What need there is for:IV.-THE POWER OF

THE

CROSS.

It was the power of God unto salvation to the dying thief, to His
cowardly disciples, and probably to many who took part in His
crucifixion. His prayer for His enemies would not be in vain.
There is also an attractive power in the Cross. Jesus said: " And I,
if I be lifted up, will draw all men unto Me" (John xii. 32).
Kelly describes the Power of the Cross in his sweet hymn : " We sing the praise of Him who died,
Of Him who died upon the cross;
The sinner's hope let men deride,
For this we count the world but dross.
" The cross, it takes our guilt away,
It holds ihe fainting spirit up;
It cheers with hope the gloomy day,
And sweetens every bitter cup.
" It makes the coward spirit brave,
It nerves the feeble arm for fight;
It takes its terror from the grave,
And gilds the bed of death with light.
" The balm of life, the cure of woe,
The. measure and the pledge of love;
The sinner's refuge here below,
The angel's theme in heaven above."

Bath.

E. C.

NOAH'S ARK.
DEAR child of God, if the Lord be thy portion, then thou wilt
indeed highly value and esteem all. those who, through grace, have
Him for their portion. If the Lord be thy portion, thou wilt not
value men for their arts, parts, gifts, gay apparel, gold chains; neither
by their birth, breeding, high offices, or great places; nor by their
riches, dignities, or honours, but by their interest and propriety in
God. A man that hath the Lord for his portion prizes a poor, ragged
Lazarus before a rich Di ves that hath only gold for his portion If
thou hast a precious portion in Christ, thou wilt truly love a poor
J ob sitting upon a dunghill and stripped of all, rather than a wicked
Ahab, though sitting on his royal throne. Dear Paul set a higher value
on Onesimus, though only a slave, because he had the Lord for his
portion.-Brooks.
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THE DEPTHS OF SATAN.

By

'l'HE LATE DR.

F. W.

KRUMMACHER.

( Continued from page 236.)

"Then 'Was JestbS led up of the Spirit into the 'Wildm"ness, to be
tempted of the devil. And 'When He had fasted fOTty days and fOTty
nights, He 'Was ajteT'Wa1'd an hunge1·ed. And when the tempte1' came
to Him, he said, If Thou be the Son of God., command that these stones
be made bTead. But He answered and said, It is 'Written, Man sh.all
not live by bnad alone, but by every word that proceedeth md of the
mouth of God, Then the devil taketh Him tip into the holy city, and
setteth Him on a pinnacle of the temple, and saith unto Him, If Thou
be the Son of God, cast Thyself down; for it is wTitten, He shall give
His angels charge concerning Thee; and in their hands they shall bear
Thee up, lest at any time Thou dash Thy foot against a stone. JesU$
said unto him, It is written again, Thotb shalt not tempt the Lord
thy God. Again, the devil taketh Him up into an exceeding high
mmmtain, and showeth Him all the kingdoms of the wOTld, and the
glory of them; and "8aith unto Him, All these things will I give Thee,
if Thou wilt fall down and worship me. Then saith Jesus unto him,
Get thee hence, Satan,. for it is w1'itten, Thou shalt worship the Lord
thy God, and Him only shalt thou se1·ve. Then the devil leaveth Him,
and, behold, angels came and ministel'ed unto Him."-MATTHEW iv. 1-11.
VIII.-THE

CHIEF

WEAPON.

The weapon with which Jesus triumphed was the Word of God.
The Bible is a spiritual armoury, hung with swords and lances,
blazoned shields, bright breast-plates and helmets. No good soldier
of Christ ever gained a victory but he first furnished himself from
this armoury.
The mere sling-stones obtained from tp.ence have
felled many a. Goliath to the ea.rth. "WllOever ma.kes a. proper use
of his free access to it fails not to withsta.nd the tempter, who is overawed by God's Word. Hence, from the beginning, it has been his
endeavour either to wea.ken its force, or to exclude it from us entirely.
What false reasoning has the arch-sophist left untried! What fine
8xgument has he brought into credit with the world, to ma.ke the
Word of God suspected, to render it dubious, or to deprive it of its
paramount authority!
What impious falsehoods has he, by his
a.gents, circulated abroad, against the genuineness and authenticity
of the Holy Scriptures! Not a single book of the Old or New Testa.ment has that wicked one left una.tta.cked; not a single miracle recorded therein has he been ashamed to trea.t as fabulous; not a single
Divine promise therein registered has he not endeavoured to ma.ke
of "none effect." And still to this day is he busy, by his instruments and ministers, by false prophets, lea.rned professors, and others,
as well as personally, by immedia.te whispers a.nd suggestions of his
own, to unsettle men's minds respecting the infallibility of the written
Word; for this Word has often proved his overthrow. But," resist
the devil, and he will flee from you"; turn a deaf ear to his insinuations amI reasonings. " He was a murderer from the beginning,
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and abode not in lhe truth, because there is no truth in him. Whllu
he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own; for he is a liar, and the
father of it" (.John viii. 44).
But some lliay wish to know, in what manner the Word of God is
of such eminent service in temptations. Let us then observe, that
whenever Satan would entangle and seduce us, his first endeav(}ur is
to confound our notions of truth and falsehood. What is wrong he
represents as right, what is merely human as Divine, what iB unholy
and bad aB holy and good. He would turn the truth of God into a
lie, and the lie of man into the truth of God; and in proportion as
he thus dazzles and deceives us, in the Bame proportion we do his
will, and even think perhaps that we are "doing God service." But
in this "deceivableness of unrighteousnesB" he can never Bucceed, if
we implicitly believe in God's Written Word; for thiB will ever teach
us in the plainest terms how to distinguish right from wrong, and
truth from falsehood. It will show us in every case what we ought t(}
do, think, or say, agreeably to the Divine will.
Take the case of a Christian minister. The adversary would sap
away all efficacy from our preaching, and he sets about it in a very insidiouB manner. He suggests to us, that surely we may preach a
little more charitably, not making the way to heaven quite 00 narrow,
nor the gate quite so strait: that thus our congregations will be far
better disposed to heaT us; that lliany whose prejudiceB we now only
strengthen against the truth, may thus be gained; and whatever
other agreeable arguments to that effect ca·n be suggested, the wily
deceiver well knows how to time and how to apply. If now" the man
of God" parley with such suggestions, leaning to his own. understanding, and having no better gum'd than his own opinion, he is CD-snared at once, and the proposal will appear quite reasonable and
good, for Satan is far wiser than we are. But if the minister of God
depend only the more wakefully on God's Word itself, if his faith
being thus in vigorous exercise, he can reply to every such Satanic
proposal: It is written, "Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way,
which leadeth unto life"; and again, "Though we, or an angel from
heavell;, preach any other gospel than that ye have received, let him
be accursed" (Gal. i. 8, 9), then the adversary can do nothing. Such
bold affiance in the Word of God with the believing reply, "It is
written," will compel the enemy to retreat.
Take another instance. The tempter would bring you to doubt
whether Christianity be the exclusive means of a si=er's everlasting
happiness. Therefore he carries you suddenly to some lofty height of
thought, and shows you millions of souls in the Church as well as in
the heathen world, who are yet without Christ; and then he begins
solemnly to address you, and to ask whether you really believe that
such countless multitudes of your fellow-men are all in the way of
perdition; and whether your understanding or your heart can assent
to this. " Yet all those persons," saith he, "believe not in Jesus; at
least, not as you do and others like you. Can then Christ be absolutely the only way to heaven 1 Must that which you call the new
birth be so essential to sahlation 7 Or rather, is it not that your own
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ilentiments are far too narrow, illiberal, and uncharitable uponthi8
mat.ter 1" Such are his suggestions; and if you have no better armour
agamst them than your natural reason, you will imagine that the, deceiver has given you the proper view of the subject, and he will
triumph in having made your footing to slip from under you. But
if you can lay your hand upon God's Word, and meet the tempter with
one saying of it, replying: It is written, "Verily, verily, I say untO
you, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of
God;" It is written, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life: no
man cometh unto the Father but by Me;" It is written, "Strait is
the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there
be that find it;" "Many are called, but few are chosen;"-if you
can believingly hold fast by such Divine declarations as these, then is
the adversary defeated, his Sllare is broken, and he will cease from
attempting to persuade you that Christ is not the sole foundation of
our peace with God; unless he attempt to render suspected the
Written Word itself wherein you trust.
Take another example. He wishes, we will suppose, to bring you
back into the world; and how would he do it 1 He gently insinuates,
that true religion does not require you to stand aloof from your
former companions, or to be so shy of the society of those whose
opinions may a little differ from your own: that Christian charity
teaches quite another lesson; that it is your duty now and then to
go into the world, that you may let your light shine before men, to
prevent religion from being slandered as belonging exclusively to
monks and misanthropists, and to show that piety is sociable and
cheerful, than which nothing is more necessary for gaining the hearts
of others to its cause. Yea, that even for your own exercise and confirmation in holiness, it is your duty not to withdraw from the world;
for what is there in being' holy, where there are no temptationB or
allurements to the contrary1-whereas, to meet evil in the face, a.nd
to be able to resist it wherever we see it, is to play the man and the
Christian. Such are the reasonings of our great adversary; and they
are very congenial with the disposition of our fallen nature. Now,
if you attempt to dispute such a matter with him with your own
wisdom, you will certainly be perplexed and overcome; for no shrewd
sophist is so subtle in reasoning as he is. He knows how to make
the most foolish thing appear most plausible and rational. But if you
have faith in the Word of God, and trusting in it you can reply, It is
written, "Be not conformed to this world," he is then defeated, for
you have struck the dagger out of his hand. Thus the Word of
God, when grasped with a firm hold of faith, is found to be a strong
" sword of the Spirit," wherewith we "wound the dragon." Even the
ten commandments, when written in the heart, and uttered against
him, are sufficient to repel the enemy. Against this roaring lion they
are like ten weapons such as Samson's, or ten swords such as Michael's.
For observe how the blessed Saviour overcame him. The counsel
of the tempter was, that Jesus should form stones into bread, and
thus, by self-assistance, obtain relief from the pain of hunger. With
this insidious and ensnaring counsel there was much, humanly speak-
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ing, to induce our Saviour to comply: and could He have done so,
the work of redemption had been nullified at once. But He Fstened
to no such counsel. He let the stones remain stones, and strliered His
own hunger to continue. Wbat then was it which He so regarded,
that he could not follow the crafty' advice of this pretended friend 1
It was the Word of God. His inward eye was directed to .what is
written in the eighth chapter of Deuteronomy: He grasps it with
stedfast faith, and opposes it to the tempter: "It is written, Man
liveth not by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of
the mouth of God." In this Divine saying, He finds motive enough
to suffer another hunger of forty days and nights, or longer, if necessary, rather than forego His Father's help through any distrustful
frowardness. It is as if He had said, "My heavenly Father, Who
conducted Me into this wilderness, can sustain Me in it without
'bread; it is in Him that I trust." Thus was He armed as with an
impervious breast-plate.
The enemy was obliged to try another
temptation; £01' the present attempt was utterly unavailing. Any
seduction of our Saviour to self-assistance for throwing off what, as
our Surety, He must needB endure on account of Adam's transgression, was found hopeless. His faith fed upon the Word of God, and
He experienced that His heavenly Father could sustain Him in the
extremest want of nature's supplies, by a single word which had proceeded out of His mouth. And if we, by the like precious faith, hold
fast the Word of life, the·enemy can gain no advantage over us.
The word of Scripture, with which Jesus baffied the tempter, was
uttered by Moses, when, by Divine commission, he reminded the
children of Israel at the borders of the promised land, how faithfully
and graciously the Lord had conducted them forty years in the
wilderness. "He humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and
fed thee with manna, which thou knewest not, neither did thy fathers
know; that He might make thee know that man doth not live by
bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of
Jehovah." So true is it that the Lord, though He generally employs
human means, can sustain His children without them. He has rained
bread from the clouds rather than suffered them to famish: and He
can send abundant supplies in the night to "His beloved," even
while they sleep (Psalm cxxvii. 2). This He did at the brook Cherith
for Elija,h, a,nd something like it at Zarepha,th for the widow's household; and thus has He done in many other places besides. He has
so wrought as to evince that it is not merely -His outward staff of
bodily bread which supports us; that this is not the thing whereon
our life depends; but that it is His word, His will, His blessing, His
secret power, a,ccompa,nying the outward mea,ns, tha,t really nurtures,
strengthens, and susta,ins. If the bread we ea,t become sustenance to
us, it is because He hath willed it to be so; and when that is no
longe,r His good pleasure, though we knead and prepare· ourselves
bread as we please, it nurtures us not, but we pine in the midst of
superfluities. From the sustaining power being not in the bread, but
only in God's word and will, we can account for Elijah's going in
the strength of one meal forty days and forfy nights unto Horeb
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the mount. of God (1 Kings xix. 7, 8); and for his daily supplying,
supporting, and satisfying many a poor family, who for long seasons
together have nothing morning or evening except a morsel of dry
bread or a few vegetables, and a draught of water. Neither let us
imagine that the Lord has need even of these for the support of His
people. His simple word, "They shall live," is sufficient, if it so
pleases Him. As He sustained Moses on Mount Sinai, and Jesus in
the wilderness, without bread, so can He sustain us at present.. He
has only to speak the word, and the air we breathe could be converted into wine or milk or the most delicious sustenance, and could
yield us power and strength in the midst of outward famine and
helplessness. Most literally does "man live not by bread alone., but
by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God." There
have been times of persecution, when thousands of His children have
experienced to the very letter the truth of this Divine declaration;
His poor believing people are daily experiencing the truth of it at
present; and true indeed it is, as the Lord liveth.
Therefore, let every needy soul amongst us lay hold of God'l! Word
as a preservative from fear and faint-heartedness, and as a shield
and buckler against all the assaults and temptations of the wicked
one·. It has seemed good to the blessed God,. that many of His dear
children amongst us should meet with great temporal embarrassments. They are beginning to want every outward comfort, bread
and fuel; work and business; every prospect of credit and success
threatens to fail them. They are as in a wilderness, among rocks and
stones, and their tears have been their meat day and night. Steal
or defraud they camlOt; for by Divine grace they al'e preserved from
everything of the kind. But Satan would gain an advantage against
them at once, if the thought CQ·uld be lodged within them that God
had forsaken them, and that they must get out of their difficulties
by their own devices; or, were they to admit distrust and anxiety •
about what they shall eat, what they shall drink, or wherewithal they
shall be clothed; or, were they to conclude that God's providence is
intimating, through their pove·rty and distress, that they are at
liberty to help themselves by any impro.per means. Oh, put not
such a triumph as this into the power of your great adversary, my
distressed and perplexed brethren, but stand to your arms, the· same
which your Master bore against him, and which have hereby received
a peculiar sacredness and power. Reply to him in faith, "It is
written, Man doth not live by bread only, but by every word that
proceedeth out of the mouth of God; " for it is a faithful saying, it is
truth itself. Hold fast b it, build upon it every hope: wait, only
wait "a little while" in the wilderness, and verily you will find that
God has never left you nor forsaken you. There still live some
amongst us who have been in greater difficulties than yours. They
believed that Word without distrust; and in this belief they resolutely withstood the adversary, whenever he approached with his
pernicious counsel. They went on hoping in the Lord; and what
was the result 1 Their mouth is now filled with laughter, and their
tongue with singing (Psalm cxxvi. 2). They can tell you at this
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moment that for mountl;tins of gold and silver they would not have
been without the experiences they enjoyed during their deprivations
in the wilderness; for there they saw the glory of the Lord, and
became living witnesses of the truth, that man liveth not by bread
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.
A~ your Saviour preferred to let the proof of his Sonship rest with
HIS heavenly Father, so may you, my Christian brethren, quietly
upon all occasions leave the proof of your adoption to be evinced
by the Lord Himself. He will take care to testify in due time, with
J'espect to those that are His, not perhaps by appointing you an
abundance of this world's good, but by certainly supporting you in
whatever destitution you may be. Then shaU ye call to the waste
places, to the rocks and stones to sing together with yourselves,
because He hath prepared you a table in the wilderness, and without
bread hath sustained you, by the Word of grace which proceedeth
out of His mouth.
( To be cOlltinl/ed.)

'( .-

PASTORAL NOTES.
THE GREAT STONE ROLLED AWAY.

"And they said among themselves, Tr'l1O will t'oll us away the stone
f1'om the dam' of the sep1~lchTe? And lchen they looked, they saw that
the stone was ?'olled away: for it teas ve?'y gTeat."-MARK xvi. 3, 4.
THE devoted women who went very early on the morning of the
. Resurrection to the sepulchre of our Lord to anoint His body with
spices which they had carefully prepared, had, it appears, not thought
beforehand of a great difficulty in the way of accomplishing their purpose, viz., the large and weighty stone which closed the door of the
sepUlchre j but as they approached the sepulchre in the dim early
twilight, they suddenly remembered this difficulty, and asked one
another in anxious perplexity, "Who will roll us away the stone 7"
To their great surprise, however, when they came quite near, and
looked at the sepulchre, they saw that the stone had been rolled
away. There had been a great earthquake, and the angel of the
Lord had descended from heaven, and rolled back the stone from the
door, and the sepulchre was empty, for the Lord had risen from it
at or before the early dawn.
Their feelings must have been those of intense astonishment, for
they seem to have had no idea of what had actually taken place j
but when subsequently they understood what had taken place, and
that their beloved Master had broken through the shackles of the
tomb, and had risen from it as a mighty eonqueror, to die no more,
their feelings of astonishment must have been mingled with feelings
of intense joy, exultation, and praise.
Their inquiry, "Who shall roll us away the stone 7" is very
suggestive.
We may consider it as referring toI.-Univen;al Mortality. Death has always been a mystery, unsolved, and apparently unsolva.ble. It is true that a clever physiolo-
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gilit in Amerioa announoed lately that he had solved the mystery,
ior he had disoovered (so he publioly announoed in the University of
He
Chioago) both the oause of death and its preventive.
affirmed that death was not a mere negative prooess, or the breaking
down of the living frame, but an aotive agent, born with every living
oreature, and destined to gain the upper hand unless oheoked j and he
stated that he had found a method of ohecking it, "which means,"
he said, "nothing less than that on a minute scale the secret of
eternal life is in the power of mankind!" But we do not believe, his
statements for a moment. Death is the result of the Almighty's fiat
or command, as a punishment for sin, and no human power can avert
that punishment. "Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return,"
a.nd, "It is appointed unto men once to die," form the Divine sentence, and nothing can change or reverse it.
But as that sentence is carried out, and myriads of mankind have
seen the,ir loved ones die, and have laid them in the silent tomb, with
what agony of feeling has the inquiry practically been made~" Who
will roll us away the stone from the door of the sepulchre 1 "
In
other words, "What comfort is there for us in our bitter grief, what
hope is there that we shall see our loved ones again, and that they
are not lost for ever 1" Christianity alone gives a satisfactory
answer to this inquiry. It points to the resurrection of our Lord ~s
being "the firstfruits of them that slept," and it tells with sure and
certain hope of a re"union of body and soul, when all that are in the
grave shall "hear the voice of the Son of God, and they that hear
shall live."
Underneath Westminster Abbey is an old cloister which was used
for centuries as the burial-place of our early kings. There, in their
stone sarcophagi, are the remains of the Saxon sovereigns, some of
them entombed for upwards of twelve hundred years. It is related
that one day, a few years ago, a visitor, who had wandered into this
vault, was locked in. He did not notice that the door was being
shut. The attendants at the Abbey were busy, and the usual throng
of visitors was in the spacious building. No one heard the muffled
voice which began to cry from the old cloister, or the muffled blows
which began to be beaten upon its heavy oaken door. The afternoon
passed awa,y. What that imprisoned man suffered, as the fact
gradually dawned upon him that he was buried alive, who can tell1
At his usua.l hour, an attendant made his usual rounds, before closing
the building for the night. The entombed man heard him as his
footsteps came near, then retreated, then came near again, and finally
receding, grew fainter and fainter, until at length they died, away in
the distance. Wha.t imagination can conceive his agony!
He redoubled his cries. He shrieked. He dashed himself wildly against
the solid door. In vain. Now he thought that he heard the distant
entrance-do~rs creak on their hinges, and the key pushed into the
great iron lock. In a moment more the vast tomb would be closed
for the, night. Providentially, before turning the key, the attendant
paused for a moment and listened. He thought that he heard dull
blows, faint and far away, and a sound of stifled, agonizing cries. He
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listened more intently. A horrible thought suggested itself to his
mind, "Someone is locked into the cloister." He hastened back to
the place, threw open the heavy oaken door, and held his lantern
up to see. The buried man had fallen senseless upon the stone floor.
He was rescued only just in time to save his reason. So if it had
not been for the resurrection of our Lord and Master, we and all mankind might have been like that poor man, helplessly and hopelessly
beating against the bolted door of a living tomb. But thanks be t{)
. God, through His glorious resurrection, the bolts and bars of the
tomb are rent asunder, and life and immoliality have been brought to
, light in the Gospel.
Again, we may consider the inquiry as referring to-n.-Spiritual Burdens. How heavy those burdens sometimes are!
The burden of sin, e.g., when it weighs upon the conscience, the conscience being enlightened by the Holy Spirit to understand what sin
really is, its heinousness, and its repulsiveness. Then the cry arises,
" 0 wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me from the body of
this death 1" or, "Who shall roll away the stone from the door of the
sepulchre1" But-" Hark! the voice of love and mercy
Sounds aloud from Calvary,"

and it says, to every believing and repentant sinner, "Thy sins are
forgiven thee." As Bunyan describes in his immortal allegory,
Christian " came at a place somewhat ascending, and upon that place
stood a cross, and a little below, in the bottom, a sepulchre. So I
saw in my dream that just as Christian came up with the cross, his
burden loosed from off his shoulders, and fell from off his back, and
began to tumble, and so continued to do, till it came to the mouth
of the sepulchre, where it fell in, a.nd I saw it no more." Oh, the sweet
resulting joy and peace, as the soul in effect exclaims : " And is not mercy Thy prerogative,:
Free mercy-boundless, fathomless, Divine':
Me, Lord, the chief of sinners, me forgive!
And Thine the greater glory, only Thine.
I hear Thy voice: Thou bid'st me come and rest.
I come, I kneel, 1 clasp Thy pierced feet;
Thou bid'st me take my place-a welcome guest
Among Thy saints, and of Thy banquet eat."

And thus the stone, though very great, is rolled away.
Then there is the burden of temptation. What a weighty one it is
sometimes! It is easy to talk about it, but to realize it, particularly
under special circumstances, is a very different thing. How many
dear children of God know what it is to be "in heaviness through
manifold temptations," when they feel constrained to say like David,
"I shall one day fall by the hand of Saul;" "That temptation will
be too much for me in the end;" "Who will roll away the stone1"
Ah, trembling believer, be not faithless, but believing. Are not the'
words as true now as ever they were, "God is faithful, "Yho will not
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suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able, but will, with the
temptation make a way of escape, that ye may be able to bear it" 1
When least expecting it, that "way of escape" will be opened for
you, and you will find that the stone has been rolled away.
Perhaps there is the burden of apparent desertion. The Psalmist
experienced this at times. E.g., when he asked, "Will the Lord cast
off for eved and will He be favourable no more 1 Is His mercy clean
gone for ever 1 doth His promise fail for evermore 1 Hath God forgotten to be gracious1 hath He in anger shut up His tender mercies1"
And, "0 my God, I cry in the daytime, but Thou hearest not; and
in the night season, and am not silent." Similarly, it is expressed
in the Song of Solomon, "My Beloved had withdrawn Himself, and
was gone; my soul failed when He spake; I sought Him, but I could
not find Him; I called Him, but He gave me no answer." Then the
believer "walks in darkness, and has no light," and his soul "refuses
to be comforted;" and then it seems as if the enemy was permitted
to say, "Persecute and take him, for there is none to deliver him."
But in that dark time, let him still" trust in the Name of the Lord,
and stay himself upon his God." Let his language be:" One word from Thee, my Lord, one smile, one look,
And I could face the cold rough world again;
And with that treB,jlure in my heart could brook
The wrath of devils and the Bcorn of men. '

"

That word, that smile, that look will be granted in God's own good
time, and he will find that the " stone will be rolled away," that light
will take the place of darkness, a sweet sense of the Divine presence
instead of the fear of desertion, and the bar to the believer's happiness, which seemed to be so impenetrable and immovable, like a
"very great stone," will be rolled away.
In the case of a pastor, how often has a heavy burden to be borne
with respect· to his ministry. All pastors, of course, have not the
same experience, but in how many cases has a pastor reason to ask,
" Who hath believed our report, and to whom is the ann of the Lord
revealed 1" and, as he preaches to the ungodly, the worldly, the
apparently dead in trespasses and sins, and sees so little impression
made upon them, he asks, with intense solicitude, "Can these dry
bone3 live 1" How fain would he see a movement, a shaking, a sign
of spiritual life amongst t·hose dry bones, and fain would he call, with
all the energy possible, for the four winds, the Divine breath, to
breathe upon these slain, that they may live! But there seems to be
some stupendous obstacle, some "very great stone," as it were, in the
way, and he asks, "Who will roll that stone awa,y1" Let him "prophesy" on, and pray, a,nd watch, and wait. When he least expects.
perhaps, the answer may come, "the stone will be rolled away," and
he will be assured that his work has not been in vain in the Lord.
It may not accomplish exactly what he expects, and he may be permitted to be only a sower, not a reaper; but, nevertheless, it will instrumentally accomplish some part of the Divine purposes, and in
that accomplishment each faithful pastor will have reason to rejoice
with exceeding joy.
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So also we may consider the inquiry as referring to--Ill-Temporal Troubles. We all have our share of these, and it
is well for us that we have j but sometimes they form a very heavy
burden, which is very hard to bear. It may be that we sometimes
meet our troubles, as it were, halfway, and worry ourselves about them
when we really have no cause to do so. Have we not known, in our
own experience, or in the experience of others, troubles anticipated
and worried about which never came, or if they came, were a-ecompanied by some such altered circumstances, that they really proved
to be no troubles at a1l1
On the other hand, sometimes a trouble comes, or a series of
troubles, which is so great, so harassing, so bewildering, so oppressive,
that there seems to be no escape from it, and no means of lightening
it j it seems as if it must crush us with its stupendous weight, and
that we can never recover in this life from its dire effects j and we
cry out in agony, "Who will roll us away this great stone 1 "
But
where human power is helpless, Divine power appears, and that which
is utterly impossible to ma.n, is shown to be always possible to God j
and whilst the believer is ea.rnestly supplicating, watching, and wa.iting, he may see, to his unspeakable joy and relief, that " the stone is
rolled away j " and then that very stone of trouble becomes a stone of
memorial, an "Ebenezer," a " stone of help '; for the future.
How many remarkable instances have we known of this! Canon
Aitken, in his" Romance of Christian Work and Experience," mentions
several. E.g., A young Christian man, lately converted, held a good
situation as confidential clerk to his employers, but in this coveted
position he was assailed by a, fierce temptation. He received orders
one evening from his employers to write a letter containing a series
of statements which he knew to be utterly false. Before his conversion such orders would have caused him no qualm of conscience.
Although not a dishonourable man, he probably would have argued
that his employers were acting on their own responsibility, and that
he was no more to blame for what they dictated to him than the pen
with which the letter was written. He had so often done the sanle
thing before, ana the habit of obedience to authority was so strong
with him, that he sat down and wrote almost mechanically "hat he
was instructed to writ.e. But he had no sooner posted his letter than
all his joy and peace left him, and he felt as if he had fallen from the
gates of heaven into an incipient hell. That night he scarcely slept.
A great part of it was spent in crying to God for mercy and for help.
At last his mind was made up, and, on reaching the office the next day,
he asked for a private interview with the head of the firm, and, in the
most respectful terms that he could use, he explained that he felt constrained to refuse to do such a thing aga.in under any circumstances.
His employer was intensely angry, and gave him a month's notice on
the spot j a.nd the poor lad, who had by this time regained his inward peace, found himself face to face with the possibility of being
thrown out of an exceptionally good position, and that at a time when
clerks were" a glut in the market j " and the probability of his hearing of even an indifferent situat.ioIl was exceedingly slight. To make
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his trial heavier, he had a widowed mother dependent upon his exertions, and also an unmarried sister.
The days of the month of notice dragged themselves away wearily
enough. He occupied every spare moment that he could command
in seeking right and left for employment, but in vain. There were
times, of course, when his faith was sorely tried; the enemy" came' in
like a flood," with the suggestion that he had been a big fool for
his pains, and that his folly was all the greater in supposing that
God was going to interfere on his behalf in order to save him from
the results of it. He comforted himself with the thought that he had
committed his way to the Lord, and had obeyed the dictates of his
conscience; yet it was with a v:ery heavy heart that he came down
to his office for the last time, with no sort of prospect of anything but
actual destitution and want before him. He might then appropriately
have asked, "Who will roll away the stone 1 for it was very great."
When he seated himself at his desk, his eye fell upon a letter awaiting
him on it. He opened it in a listless sort of way, little dreaming
of what it contained. We can perhaps imagine his feelings when he
found that' it came from a very important firm, offering him a situation with a salary nearly twice as large as that which he had resigned
for the sake of God and truth. The stone was rolled away; and he
had been tried, and had come out of the furnace as gold.
Hatford Rectory, Faringdon.
D. A. DOUDNEY.

UNITED TO JESUS,
"11Iy Beloved if, mine, and I am His."-SOL.

SONG,

ii. 16,

1 LIFT my heart to Thee, Saviour Divine,

For Thou art all to me and I am Thine;
Is there on earth a closer bond than this,
That my Beloved's mine and I am His?
Thine am I by all ties j but chiefly Thine
That through Thy sacrifice Thou, Lord, art mine,
By Thine own cords of love, so sweetly wound
Around me, I closely to Thee am bound.
To Thee, Thou bleeding Lamb, I all things owe j
All that I have and am and all I know;
All that I have is no longer mine,
And I am not my own j Lord, I am Thine,
How can I, Lord, withhold life's brightest hour
From Thee, or gathered gold, or any power P
Why should I keep one precious thing from Thee,
When Thou hast given Thine own dear Self for me ?
-Selected.

'WILL not God bestow blessings, unless we pray for them 1 We
have no warrant to expect He will Ask and receive, is His command
and promise. To ask and receive, is both our duty and blessedness.Mason.
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NOTES OF AN ADDRESS ON PSALM CXXVI.
By THE LATE MR. GEORGE MULLER, BRISTOL.

A MOST precious and comforting little Psalm, particularly comforting
for all who enter into the present condition of pilgrimage here on
earth, and who bear the cross after the Lord.
You are all ,aware that long before the Babylonish captivity, and
still longer before the destruction of the Temple by the Homans, this
Psalm was written. Our 'heavenly Father knew the future time most
minutely, and foretold all this with regard to the captivity coming to
an end, referring either to the Babylonish captivity, or to the more
blessed restoration still, the bringing back of Israel to the true and
living God.
And so our heavenly Father knowl:\ most minutely everything that
concerns His children. "The very hairs of our head are numbered."
I believe it, in my inmost soul I believe it, just as much as if I could
actually state to you how many hairs are on my head.
And this is the case with regard to everyone of the children of God;
and it is said in order to bring before us, how minutely God knows
everything that concerns us. He knows all-knows our name, knows
our place of abode, knows the state of our physical frame most
minutely; knows our weakness and infirmity physically, knows most
minutely our weakness and infirmity spiritually; knows all about our
work, and labour, and service; knows all about our business, knows
our eartWy profession; howsoever we are situated, it is all clear before
our God.
And what we have to do is to believe it, to enter into it, to appropriate it to ourselves, to seek to realise it: "My Father knows everything concerning me, He knows how many hairs I have on my head"
-the little things, the triBing things, as men would say. The child
of God has this told him for his encouragement, his comfort, in order
that he may roll aU his concerns on his heavenly Father, who has
both the power and the willingness to help according to bis need.
Oh, how comforting is all this!
Now, though Israel did not deserve that their captivity should come
to an end, and though Israel now does not deserve tbat God, the God
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, should take the least notice of them,
yet the promise is, that finally they will be all made to know Him
from the least to the greatest; that finally all their trials and afflictions will come to an end, and that finally they will be yet the greatest
and holiest nation in the earth. It will come to pa.ss, most assuredly
it will come to pass.
And what we have to do, is to lay hold on it by faith, and say,
" Seeing tha.t God will do these great things for Israel, for that nation
which of all na.tions, considering the light they had, were the most
wicked that ever were found on the face of the earth, what may not
we, His children, expect from our hea.venly Father? We are' loved
with ·an everla.sting love,' dear to the heart of God by reason of our
union to Christ; precious in His sight, because He ever looks on usnot as we are in ourselves, but as we are in Christ Jesus." And what
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we have to do, is to seek to enter into all this, which the blessed Lord
Jesus has obtained for us, in order that our hearts increasingly may
be filled with love and gratitude to God for the gift of Jesus, and to
the precious Lord Jesus for giving Himself to us; and that our life
and deportment may more and more aim at this, to glorify God for
all He has done for us in Christ, is doing for us in Christ, and will do
for us in Christ throughout eternity.
"The Lord hath done great things for us, whereof we are glad."
This should be the language of the heart of every disciple of the Lord
Jesus Christ here present. On account of these we should be glad,
because what God has done for us in Christ outweighs every trial,
every affliction, every sorrow, every difficulty we may meet with,
while in this vale of tears.
"Turn again our captivity, 0 Lord." This is remarkable here in
connection with the positive statement of J ehovah, not only of what
He would do, but of which He speaks as if it were past already, for
in the sight of God, the past, future, and present are all the same.
Yet Israel prayed that it might be so! And thus, though we are
assured in our inmost soul that God will do a thing, notwithstanding
we should pray for it, for faith always is coupled with prayer. Presumption can do without prayer, but real, true trust in God is invariably coupled with prayer. Let us ever keep before us, that if we
believe the Word of God, we should pray nevertheless, that God would
act according to His Word.
. Now, the last two verses of this precious little Psalm. 0 God, write
them, write them deeply on our hearts, and give comfort and encouragement by means of them to our hearts, just as 'rhou seest we
individually need it. Oh, make them precious to our hearts, for Thy
na.me's sake.
"They that sow in tears shall reap in joy." More or less the
children of God have sorrow, trial, affliction, while here on earth.
But this is only one side; the other side is, "Light is sown" for us, it
will spring up, it is watered by God Himself, it will shine abundantly,
and glory is coming. Yet a little while, and every tear will be wiped
away from our eyes, there will be nothing, nothing, nothing but joy,
and this throughout eternity. Oh let us enter into this, and our hearts
will be brimful of joy.
It is not stated that one out of sixty who sow in tears shall reap
, in joy, nor one out of fifty, nor one out of ten, but it is a universal
statement, it is true more or less for every one of the children of God:
" They that sow in tears shall reap in joy."
And oh, what joy this means, partaking of the river of pleasures
at the right hand of God, taking one draught after another, one cup
after another, and we may come with cups as large as we like, to
partake of this river of pleasures at the right hand of God. Oh, that
will Le a clay! And we shall be there, as assuredly as we have received the Spirit as an earnest, we shall be there. It is as good as if
we were there already. Oh the blessedness of being able to look at
the earnest given to us in the Spirit of God; and then to couple with
it, that this earnest is given to us for the very purpose of filling our
u
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hearts with joy, because as assuredly as the earnest is given, so
assuredly that of which the earnest is given will be possessed by us.
"He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall
doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him."
At present we have to work, we have to labour; at present we have
to sow, and the sowing may be coupled with tears; but the sheaves
will always be found, we bring our sheaves with us.
This is true of every child of God in a little degree; in the highest,
fullest degree, it is only true of our precious, adorable Lord Jesus,
but in a little degree it is true even of the weakest, feeblest child of
God who seeks in any little measurE? to work for God, to labour for
God, to scatter seed for eternity.
Ah, brethren, another week is before us, let us in our little measure
seek to scatter seed to the glory of God.

FROM NOTES OF A SERMON BY THE LATE
REV. "VM. PARKS, B.A.
"Is this the way, my Father?"
"'Tis, My child.
Thou must pass through the tangled, dreary wild,
H thou would'st reach the citv undefil'dThy peaceful home above!" .
"But enemies are round! "
"Yes, My child, I know
That, where thou least exp.ected'st, thou'lt find a foe;
But victor thou shalt prove o'er all below;
Only, seek strength above!"
"My Father, it is dark!"
"Child, take My hand;
Cling close to M;e: I'll lead thee through the land.
Trust My all-seeing eye; so shalt thou stand
'Midst glory bright above!"
"My footsteps seem to slide!"
,
"Child, only raise
Thine eyes to Me; then in those slipp'ry ways
I'll hold thy goings up. Thou shalt praise
Me for each step above!"
"0 Father, I am weary!"
"Child, lean thy head
Upon My breast. It was My love that spread
Thy rugO'ed path. Hope on still, till I have said,
Rest! Rest for aye aoove!"
WHEN a child of God looks up by faith to the glory of his Father's
kingdom, he looks down with contempt upon the kingdom of this

world.-.Mason.

THE REV. ERASMUS

~IIDDLETOK.

Rtprodueedfrolll an Engravingwlzidz appeared in tlie
in 1778.

GOSPEL MAGAZINE
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. ERASMUS MIDDLETON.

-.

THE materials at our command for the compilation of a sketch of the
life of the Rev. Erasmus Middleton-one of the earliest Editors of
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE-are but meagre.
That he was a· gracious,
faithful, and honoured witness for the glorious Gospel of the grace of
God, however, we are assured. Our portrait is a facsimile of one that
appeared in this Magazine for the month of February, 1778--un·
accompanied by any biography. This, however, we know-he was the
son of Era-smus lVIiddleton, of Horncastle, Lincolnshire, where he was
born in 1739. Of his earlier education we are uninformed, also of
his call by grace. But, in 1767-which would be when he was 28
years of age-he matriculated at St. Edmund Hall, Oxford.
The
fact that in the following year he came under the displeasure of the
University authorities, for having prayed and preached in public,
points to the strong probability that the young man had gone up to
Oxford, constrained by the power of the Holy Spirit to qualify, so
far as regards human learning, for the ministry of the Gospel of
Christ. But evidently he could not quench a fervent desire to proclaim the truths of God's Word-as a so-called" layman "-and thus
provoked the intolerance of the age; for, in the year 1768, he, along
with five other members of St. Edmund's Hall, was expelled the
University. Thus, early in his spiritual career he was called to experience the hatred of that world which first hated his Divine Master,
and to practically realize that the offence of the cross had not ceased.
The counsel of the Lord, however, callnot be frustrated. J ehovah
will do all His pleasure, and He knoweth them that trust in Him.·
Accordingly. He had "prepared" already the "good works" which
His faithful young servant should "walk in," and the way was providentially opened for his entering the ministry. After ordination,
he became minister of Dalkeith, and subsequentl; proceeded to London
In 1783 he became chaplain to the Countess of Crauford and Lindsay. Soon after this the degree of RD., Cambridge, was conferred
on him, probably by his having become what was known as "a tenyear man." In 1·784 he accepted the curacy of St. Andrew-by-theWardrobe, under the Rev. William Romaine, and subsequently he
became curate to the Hon. and Hev. W. B. Cadogan, at St. Luke's,
Chelsea. With the Evangelical Rector of Chelsea he remained until
that gentleman's death, when he was appointed assistant minister at
St.. Margaret's, Westminster, with the Rev. John Davis.. Here he
remained six years, and here he lost his wife--a daughter 01 Sir
Gilbert Grierson, Bart., of Lagg, Dumiries. His great bereavement
took place in 1802. Soon after this Mr. Middleton was presented to
the Rectory of Turvey, Beds, by Miss Sarah Fuller, and there he died,
and was buried, in 1805.
He left two daughters, one of whom,
Elizabeth, married Mr. Hull, of Olney, and the other, Margaret, died
unmarried, and was buried at Olney, in 1856.
It was during Mr. Middlet.Qn's residence in London that he filled
the office of Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAzwE. His i=ediate prede.cessor was the Rev. Augustus Toplady, who had succeeded the Rev. Wm.
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Mason. He was a. man of deep piety, and his pulpit discourses were
exceptionally powerful and truthful. In the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for
February, 1776, is found the review of a funeral sermon preached by
him at St. Benet's, Gracechurch Street, where he ·then held a Lectureship. The discourse is entitled "Grace Triumphant." Tllis review
bears Toplady's favourite signature, "Minimus," and it speaks of Mr.
Middleton's gifts, soundness, and humility in the highest termf,l, and of
his pulpit style as "masterly and Evangelical." The preacher was
then a young man, and Toplady Bays of him, "From the tenor of his
admirable sermon, the public are authorized to expect very great
things from t:.he pen of so devout, so judicious, and so masterly a
writer as Mr. Middleton. Blessed be God for such able and faithful
labourers! And thanks to free grace, that not only the liv:es of the
people \yho are continually converted under their ministry, but their
deaths also reflect honour and lustre on that glorious Gospel which
is, in deed a.nd truth, the power of God unto salvation." That our
readers may judge for themselves of the gracious manner in which
the Rector of Turvey, so justly commended by Toplady, was accustomed to preach the Word, we quote an extract from the funeral
sermon alluded to. It should be added, that the deceased person
was the spiritual offspring of Mr. Middleton's millistry, "ho appears to
have rapidly ma.tured in a knowledge of Diville truth, and to have
died young. As the words of the Apostle, "By grace are ye saved,
through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God"
(Ephes. ii. 8), had been made a rich blessing to the departed in his
last hours, Mr. Middleton selected that precious passage for his text.
Our extract runs: "Grace has no cause above itself, to excite, or draw
it forth; but a.rises merely from God's own will and pleasure. It is
sovereign, in opposition to any choice .of our own: preceding all
desire, as well as desert, of ours. This glorious, complete salvation,.
in all its parts, is wholly of God's effectual grace; quite independent
on the misera.ble efforts of a corrupted creature for its success. He
who believes, iil pardoned, accepted, and blessed; not for the worthiness of his faith, but for the worthiness of Him in Whom he believes,
and from 'Whom alone it proceeds that he does believe. My text
directly militates against two very pernicious errors; (1) that we have
power of ourselves to believe; and (2) that faith is meritorious. In
opposition, then, to those who arrogate to themselves a natural ability
to believe, and t.o merit heaven, we constantly maintain that faith is
the gift of God, and one of the chiefest of all His gifts; for, by it, we
engage and withstand, we conquer and vanquish all the subtle·ty and
malice of our spiritual enemies. By it we are enabled to do more
than conquer a city, nanlely, to subdue ourselves, our own carnal
desires, our inordinate affections, and vicious inclinations. By it the
secret of t:.he Lord is made known unto us, and the deep things of
God are revealed. And, by a further experience and exercise of Faith
we learn to k.now tha,t it is grace alone which excites in us the act of
believing, which illuminates the mind to perceive, and inclines the
will to embrace, the truths of the Gospel. We therefore with that
Evangelical preacher of free grace, the Apostle J ames, will ascribe all

The Gospel Magazine.

293

the honour, praise, and power of salvati~n to the God of all grace;
and acknowledge that faith, with e,very other good and perfect gift,
is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, Who, of
His own will, begat us by the Word of Truth."
Such clear, forcible, and gracious utterances show Mr. Middleton,
even in the earlier days of his ministry, to have been a workman
needing not to be ashamed, for lte "rightly divided the Word of
Truth." Mr. Toplady adds to his review a few interesting observations on the closing hours of the grace-called young man whose father
in the faith Mr. Middleton was. We record them. He wrote: "In
the recital of the Holy Spirit's gracious dealings with Mr. Jackson,
our author mentions three JIymns, whioh were sung by him almost
with his expiring breath. One of them was that which begins, 'Come,
ye sinners, poor, and wretched.' A second, which he is said to have
sung with peculiar rapture, was that short but sweet hymn of Dr.
Watts's, 'Salvation, 0 the joyful sound.' The third was, 'Come, ye
that love the Lord,' the concluding verse of which hymn were the
last words he uttered on earth; and he sang, with a full D,ssurance of
faitb, almost ripened into sight~
" , Then let our songs abound,
And every tear be dry !
We're marching through Immanuel's ground
To fairer worlds on high.'

1\

Thus did he literally experience that gracious promise (Isaiah xxxv.
10), 'The ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with
songs, and everlasting joy upon tlleir heads.''' Thus was gathered to
glory ,a precious sheaf, the fruit of Mr. Middleton's Evangelical sowing,
probably one out of very many whom the Lord of the harvest gave
to His faithful servant, Erasmus Middleton.
The esteemed Rector of Turvey, though not a prolific writer, left
several creditable pieces of literature.
Among these were, "BiDgraphia Evangelica, or, a Historical Account of the Lives and Deaths·
of the Most Eminent of Evangelical Authors, or Preachers, both British
and Foreign, in the Several Denominations of Protestants." This work
was published in London (1779-86) in 8vo., and comprised four
volumes. He had previously published a folio volume entitled, "The
Theological, Philosophical, Critical, and Poetical Branches of a New
Dictionary of Arts and Sciences." A book, treating on Walking with
God, and bearing the title, "A Letter to A. D., Esq.," was also the pro
duct of his pen, as well as a posthumous work (octavo, London: 1806),.
called" Versions and Imit,ations of the Psalms of David "-a volume
we should be much interested in examining i!>hould anyone possessing
it kindly allow us to see it. We are not aware that Mr. Middleton
himself wrote any sacred verses, but it is :r;emarkable that many ot
the sound divines who took part in the great Evangelical Revival of
the eighteenth century were richly gifted by the Holy Spirit as writers
of songs for the use of the Church of God. Indeed, many of the best,
metrical compositions now familiar in the public assemblies of the
saints on earth are a legacy inherited from those "holy men" who,
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in the latter half of the eighteenth century, were moved from on high
to handle the ready writer's pen and to formulate in true poetic verse
the praises of God and the Lamb.
And, in conclusion, it may be
added-with feelings of devout gratitude-that the venerable GOSPEL
MAGAZINE was the honoured channel through which, in the first intauce, many of those imperishable spiritual compositions were made
THE EDITOR.
known to the pilgrim people of God.
THE WILDERNESS OF SIN.
SIN signifies thorns.

We do not speak of natural thorns, but we
refeJ; to the curse which by sin has come upon all flesh, and which is
the source of all sorrow, vexation, misfortune, and sad events. This
curse, which renders everything, even the gifts of God, a bane to
man, so that we see one person perishes through prosperity, another
through adversity, the one being seduced by riches to pride, the
other through poverty to meanness, deceit, and robbery, and both to
forgetfulness of God. To how many have distinguished talents
proved like firearms to children! The most beautiful of the serpent
tribe are generally the most poisonous, and tigers have the handsomest
skin. Therefore we have need of a Noah to comfort us in our sorrow.
Bnt he is the only happy one who through faith in that precious Christ
who dwelt in the bush is redeemed from the curse and translated into
that state in which everything is a blessing to him.-Kmmmacher.

COUNSEL FOR GOD'S DEAR CHILDREN.
FROM the first moment that our backs are turned upon the world,
and we begin to leave the wilderness of sin and misery, until we come
to the land of everlasting rest, we must lean all the way upon Christ.
He, and He alone, must be our stay and support. Th~greatest part
of our misfortunes and disappointments in our temporal, as well as in
our spiritual affairs, comes from ignorance of this doctrine. vVe know
not how to trust all in the hands of our loving Saviour. Worldly
prudence will be managing its temporal matters without resigning
all to Him. Men's pride and self-sufficiency cannot bear to be stript
of all merit, and to rely entirely for acceptance upon the merits of
another.
These truths are much too mortifying to be generally
received, but believers know them to be truths by happy experience.
-Romaine.
PRECIOUS TRUTHS.
ALL our sins, original and actual, before grace and after grace, small
sins, as well as great sins, were laid upon Jesus Christ.
He bore
the sins and punishment due for all the sins of God's people, both past,
present, and to come. All the whole debt is paid for God's elect, and
this thou mnst believe, that God in Christ is pacified, and reconciled
towards all who believe in J esus.-Keach.
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PREDESTINATION.

SUBSTANCE
OF A SERMON PREACHED IN ST.
JAMES'S, ASHTED,
BIRlIUNGHAM, ON SUNDAY EVENING, OCTOBER 9TH, 1836, BY THE
REV.
WILLIAM
NUNN,
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" Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ
to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will."-EpHESIANS i. 5.
( Con tinued from prJ,ge 247.)

.~

IN pursuing the subject we shall find, concerning the grace of
adoption, that1. Its Origin is the Eternal Decree of God; for by the Apostle here
reminding us that the adoption is "by Jesus Christ unto Himself"
we are led to observe that it implies a determination fixed in the
mind of God prior to the foundation of the world; then decreelilg
that the elect, as chosen in Him, should form with Him one mystic
body. That the accepted in Him might therefore be identified as one
with Him, it was the will of the eternal Jehovah that the Lord Jesus
should be the only begotten of the Father, and thus as the Son of
God become their Elder Brother. It is not for us with our finite
capacity to comprehend. how He, Who is the same in substance, power,
and glory with God the Father, became the begotten Son of God: this
is one of "the secret things" (Deut. xxix. 29) which belong alone to
God. But have we not here the development of the mind of God
respecting our own bodily form of existence 7 for as the Eternal
Triune J ehovah said, "Let U-; make man in Our image," may we not
humbly conceive that the incarnate form of the Son of God having
been already decreed, Adam was created in the likeness of that form
already set up in the mind of God. This line of argument is introduced in order to show more particularly the oneness existing between.
the Lord Jesus and His Church, which is His body, the fulness of
Him that filleth all in all: nor will it be considered a matter of
inferior moment thus to trace the union of the Church. with her
glorious Head. Some indeed would tell us that such subjects are
not for public declaration, but merely for private converse.
How
absurd this! Did our Lord himself by the mouth of His servant
David say, "I will declare the decree" (Psalm ii. 7), and shall we
hesitate to set forth the glorious revelation of the eternal grace of
God 7 But to proceed :-As it was impossible Christ could adopt
unto Himself anything partaking of the nature of sin, either absolutely or virtually, the adoption thus decreed must have been in the
contemplation of the elect as pure and spotless; otherwise the Covena.nt union could not have taken place: and in this light they have
always been esteemed by the infinite Jehovah, although by their entrance into this world of sin justly styled, "by nature the children of
wrath, even as others" (Eph. ii. 3). How sweetly expressive runs the
declarat~on concerning this membership in Christ!
« Thine eyes did
see My substance, yet being unperfect; and in Thy book all My,
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members were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as
yet there was none of them" (Psalm cxxxix. 16). Can then such a
union, decreed in the very contemplation of the fall, be dissolved by
the existence of these members in this world of sin and wretchedness 1
Certainly not! and therefore we may well say, that at all times and
under every possible circumstance, the Lord Jesus thus beholds His
beloved Church, " Thou art all fair, My love j there is no spot in thee"
(Sol. iv. 7). It is as if, in tll6' book of God's Omniscience there' be
marked, on the debtor side, all the iniquities of the chosen j an'd on
the creditor side for every transgression co=itted a full discharge
written by the pen of Omnipotence, dipped in the blood of Christ:
so that at all tinws they may say in reference to their salvation by
Him, "In Whom we have redemption through His blood, even the
forgiveness of ~ins" (Col. i. 14). We, however, who are thus blest of
God, do not always enjoy the sight of this our purity, inasmuch as it
is not given us at all times to exercise the faith of "full assurance of
understanding, to the acknowledgment of the mystery of God, and of
the Father, and or Christ" (Col. ii. 2). This leads to the consideration that the adoption is said to be "to Himself," that is, for His own
glory it is specially appointed. The truth of this we clearly perceive
when we bear in mind that the mediatorial glory of the Lord Jesus
forms a conspicuous part of His excellent greatness, as it is said, "His
glory is great in thy salvation" (Psalm xxi. 5). Besides, there could
not be a completion of fulness in Him if the Church were not eternally
secured unto Him, any more than that a head without a body would
form a complete human being. 0 the glorious and wonderful mystery
of the excellencies of the Lord Jesus, as connected with the eternal
well-being of thE< Church in Him! But the adoption to Himself is2. Fully attested in the official undertakings of the Lord Jesus. The
incarnation of the promised Messiah in order to fulfil the law, and
endure the wrath due unto the elect, is considered by some as the
moving eause of the love of God; but rather is it, that the love of
God was the moving cause of His undertaking, in our nature, both to
obey and sufJ'er, as it is written, "Herein is love, not that we loved
God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation
for our ~ins" (1 John iv. 10). Where observe particularly, that the
love of God precedes the mission of Christ j which love we thereby
understand must have existed ere He contemplated the necessity of
the redemption of the Church. ' The fulness of that redemption is most
clearly revealed in the inspired writings. Every demand of the law
was completely fulfilled by Him j and in order to remove every misgiving fear from the trembling believer, He did in our owh nature
(sin excepted) work out a perfect righteousness, as saith the Apostle,
., Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, He
also Himself likewise took part of the same; that through death He
might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil j
and deliver them who through fear of death were all their life-time
subject to bondage" (Heb. ii. 14, 15). From which it is very evident
thac the law (being fulfilled by Him in our very nature) has received
a full and complete satisfaction for sin committed by the children of

The Gospel Magazine.

291

'God j and His personal righteousness is, by imputation, their righteousness for ever and ever: therefore through the perfection of Christ's
death unto sin, the power of Satan to bring eternal death upon the
elect for transgression, is completely destroyed j and when called to
the knowledge of this grace, they are so entirely released from the
bondage of the law, that its strict and perfect clairns, together with
the penalty entailed upon the least departure from its demands, are
,entirely removed from them, a.s the Apostle says, "Ye are not under
the law, but under grace," (Rom. vi. 14 j for the full confirmation of
which read Rom. vii. 1-6). By love we now serve Him through faith,
not considering ourselves under the law as a rule of life, but using the
law as a holy, just and perfect illustration of upright conduct in
thought, and word, and deed.
Not only, however, has the Great Head of the Church obeyed in
,every particula.r the demands of the law j but has also endured in Himself the full weight of the curse and wrath of God, in llleasure according to the accumulated and accumulating amount of transgression
committed by the accepted in Him. He presented Himself soul and
body an offering for their iniquities, and consequently on Him that
portion of eter,nal vengeance was poured, which would otherwise have
sunk the elect of God into eternal perdition. "For the transgression
of My people was He stricken" (Isaiah liii. 8). Oh, who can tell the
tremendous agonizing horrors of Gethsemane and Calvary, when the
sword of Divine justice sheathed itself in the Son of God, when by one
Drrering He perfected for ever them that are sanctified! One peculiar
excellency in the glorious undertakings of the Son of God must not
be here omitted, naJJlely, that an eternal salvation being their design
and result, He remains in His official character at the right hand of
God an everlasting evidence of the redeeming love and power of the
Eternal J ehovah; so that everyone of the faithful may exclaim,
"Behold, my witness is in heaven, and my record is on high (Job
xvi. 19). But adoption into the family of God is3. Made manifest by the power of Christ through the Spirit upon
the soul. Those who are chosen unto eternal life do, in time, come
under the regenerating influence of the Holy Spirit, whereby they are
quickened unto a life of faith; and because of their acceptance in
Christ before the foundation of the world, they are made partakers
of the Divine nature, as saith the Apostle, "And because ye are sons,
God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying,
Abba, Father" (Gal. iv. 6); whereby we clearly perceive that the
constitution of sonship precedes the gift of the Holy Spirit. Then it is
that new powers and properties are communicated, and the soul heretofore dead to God, and alive only to the' things which are earthly,
and sensual, and devilish, becomes the receptacle for holy affections,
drawing the heart to high and heavenly things. The spiritual capacities with which the regenerate are endowed do prove their existence.
Then the eyes of the understanding being enlightened, the mysteries
of redeeming love are clearly apprehended in all their design, arrangement, and consummation j and the Spirit which" searcheth all things,
yea, the deep things of God" (1 Cor. ii. ,ID), leads the soul into a
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saving knowledge of the whole counsel of God. Such an apprehension
of eternal truth tends to the purifying the soul from indwelling corruptions, and is effectual unto the production of the fruits of the
Spirit, bearing testimony to the believer's union with Christ. "For
as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God"
(Rom. viii. 14). All spiritual capacities are, by those who partake
of them, ascribed entirely to the operation of the Spirit alone. As
well might we imagine ourselves capable of making a ray of light
equal to some shining beam of a summer's sun, and cast it across the
gloom of midnight, as to suppose we have any ability to enlighten
(Jur own understanding; as well imagine ourselves able, to make a
blade of grass sparkling under the dews of heaven, as to produce of
ourselves the spiritual handy-work of God. There is, moreover, a
lively testimony of the power of Chirst in the grace of adoption by
the unison of soul with which the called of God pursue their heavenly
vocation. Their endeavour is "to keep the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace" (Eph. iv. 3), and although respecting the outward
forins of religion there may be difference of opinion, yet in the fundamental truths of salvation, such as personal election, effectua.l calling,
etc., we are cordially agreed; and one common interest, the spiritual
prosperity of the Church of Christ, animates the whole body: which
uliion of soul arises from our mutual and equal participation in the
favour of our Covenant J ehovah, so that we can say, "Truly our
fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ" (1 John
i. 3). The manifold trials to which the righteous are subject will
prove the necessity of their adoption being secured by Covenant grace,
as set forth in the official undertakings of the Lord Jesus, and proved
by the renewings of His grace within them.
Exposed to perpetual
temptations from the world around them, and tried by internal conflict unknown to the unregenerate, how great the necessity of being
kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation! It is not so
much against the righteous themselves that Satan with infernal hatred
exercises his deadly influence, as it is against the grace of God within
them that his enmity is directed. It is not so much that he hates
us, as that he hates Christ in us. Oh, how supporting and encouraging
the conviction, that all his powers are incapable, of separating us from
Him in Whom by eternal union we are blest forever! The doctrine
. of final perseverance and assurance of conquest over all our spiritual
enemies, is rejected by most, and is of little esteem among many
professing to be followers of Him Who is gone forth conquering and
to conquer: but tell me, of two soldiers advancing in the field of
battle, which will enter most valiantly into the engagement 1 he who
is doubtful of the victory, or he who is assured he will obtain a complete conquest 1 Certainly the latter: and thus, through faith in the
promises of God, and conscious of our having His protection, we press
onward. "The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we
are children of God; and if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and
joint heirs with Christ" (Rom. viii. 16, n). And thus we have an
eternal inheritance which cannot be limited by time. Such is the
EieCurity of our adoption.
(To be concllldecl.)
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MOSES'S HAND PUT INTO HIS BOSOM.-PART II.
(EXODUS

iv. 6.)

I. ALL the provocations wherewith the people, the Israelites, provoked Jehovah-from the time He began to deliver them, until he
had performed His word to Abraham and put them into possession of
the land-were fore-known unto Him. These provocations, in all their
aggravations, were as present to God when He first appeared for their
deliverance as they were afterwards done in act by them, so as to be
facts in their personal and collective history: "I have shewed thee
new things from this time [the beginning of their deliverance], even
hidden things, and thou didst not know them. . . . . . For I knew
that thou wouldest deal very treacherously, and wast called a transgressor from the womb" (Isaiah xlviii. 6, 8). And yet the marvel of
grace is, that of these He constrained an enemy to declare, "He hath
blessed; and I cannot reverse it; " no more can the present-day enemy
of God's Israel, the Pope of Rome, reverse the blessing, or blessings,
wherewith God blessed His Gentile elect in His dear Son before the
world's foundation. "He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, n.either
hath He seen perverseness in Israel."
What a paradox is here 1
What a wonderful emblem to give to Moses and the Elders of Israel
at His first appearing among them, containing the whole truth,
namely, His perfect knowledge of them in all the great mercies and
deliverances He would vouchsafe them on the one hand, and of their
great provocations on the other: "Forty years long was I grieved
with this generation, and said: It is a people that do err in their
heart, and they have not known My ways." But it hath a strict,
full, and perfect application in regard to all the elect people of God,
of whom Israel after the flesh was a type.
To stain the· pride of all flesh and lay creature merit in the dust,
God, by His Spirit's teaching, leads them forth by "the right way"the discovery of the leprosy of sin in heart, lip, and life; showing
them greater abominations in self, that they may be confounded and
never open their mouth in any self-justifying plea, but find in the
blood and righteousness of Immanuel double for all the shame of
their wickedness in and by the Adam transgression; saying with the
Church in the Song, "I am black, but comely;" with David, "My
sin is ever before me; " and hearing God's answer of sovereign grace,
"Thou art all fair, my love; there is no spot in thee."
Well might Moses say unto God, "If Thy presence go not with
us, carry us not up hence;" and to this needful prayer and petition
it is recorded, "The Angel of His presence saved them, and He bare
them and carried them all the days of old." Oh, well might Jehovah
say, by His servant Jeremiah, "Thus saith the Lord; If heaven above
can be measured, and the foundations of the earth searched out
beneath, I will also cast off all the seed of Israel for all that they have
done, saith the Lord."
" Oft He chastised, but ne 'er forsook
The people of His choice."

H. It is an emblem of the wisdom, love, grace, and power of the
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blessed Trinity in Unity in salvation's place. The Father lays the
sins of His elect upon His own Son; the Son atones for them, and
puts them away; and the Spirit convinces the poor lost sinner of it,
in its guilt and filth,' and then seals pardon upon his heart, through
the sin-cleansing blood of Christ.
Ill. There is found in this sign also a hope beyond the grave. Sin
has reigned unto death, therefore it is appointed unto men once to
die; "Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return." In his first
birth in nature he is conceived in sin, shapen in iniquity, and charged
with the guilt of Adam's transgression. And although elect men are
all, by their new birth in Christ Jesus, delivered from sin's wages, and
from the curse and condemnation of the holy laws of God, yet do
they carry Sil~ with them, as lepers in self, even to the grave. To the
dust, even to the bosom of mother earth, from which they were at
first taken, do they return, and there do they remain. John Newton's" trembling house of clay" is, by reason of the sin that dwelleth
in us, a leprous house that must be taken down, as the house spoken
of by Moses, "And he shall break clown the house, the stones of it,
and the timber thereof, and all the morter of the house; and he shall
carry them forth out of the city into an unclean place," namely, the
grave, where it is sown in corruption, and sown a vile body. But oh
the wonders of God's faithfulness and power!
It shall be brought forth again from the bosom of mother earth;
clean, whole, and sound; it shall be brought forth thence at the
archangel's joyful sound, an incorruptible body-a glorious body.
IV. Yea, the heavens and the earth unto which He first put His
hand in the great works of creation and providence, but which,
through the sin of angels and men, are unclean in His sight, shall
yet again come under the marvellous forth-putting of His hand; for
" behold, I create new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth
righteousness," and so all His works shall praise Him, and all His
saints shall bless Him, Who only doeth wondrous works, and Whose
Covenant mercy, in the :Son of His love, endureth for ever.
Birkenhead.
G. A.
CHRISTIANS: under a cloud are like a duck under water, which
is the same in nature and as safe in state as at any other time.V.P.
WE can have no due consideration of the offices of Christ, can
receive no benefit by them, nor perform any act of duty with respect
unto them, or any of them, unless faith in His divine Person be
actually exercised as the foundation of the whole. For that is it
whence all their glory, power, and efficacy are derived
'Whatever,
therefore, we do with respect to His rnle, whatever we receive by the
communication of His Spirit and grace, whatever we learn from His
Word by the teachings of His Spirit, whatever benefit we believe,
expect, and receive by His sacrifice and intercession on our behalf, our
faith in them all, and concerning them all, is terminated on His
divine Person.-Dr, Owen.
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RIPE AND READY.
YET another soul has been gathered into the heavenly garner! The
ransomed spirit of dear William Robert Mountcastle has passed within
the veil! He has heard the Royal mandate, "Come up hither," and
has entered into the joy of his Lord. Happy soul in those blissful
regions, in those transports of never-ending joy, and employed in that
Woorship that knows no interval, and where they cease not day and
night saying, "Worthy the Lamb!"
It is the writer's privilege to send a brief sketch of the life of this
dear servlJ,nt of God (although he was not known personally), but as a
warm supporter of the precious doctrines of grace as set forth in the
pages of this Magazine was loved as a member of the one family in
Jesus our living Head.
It was in the year 1895 that I first heard from this dear servant of
the Lord, who had neen called to pass through the well-nigh overwhelming sorrow of parting with two beloved sons in' the short
space of three days, William James dying on the 14th of May, and
Charles Frederick following his brother on the 17th, both being buried
together on May 20th. Mr. and Mrs. Mountcastle lost their only
daughter in 1871, who died at the early age of five years.
Some of our readers may also recall-a letter which appeared in the
"Gospel Magazine" (January, 1896, page 53), where the writer referred to a translation of 1 Thess. iv. 14, sent to her after her beloved
father's decease, "Them that are laid asleep by Jesus." This was
singularly blessed to dear Mr. Mountcastle, to whom it was passed on
in loving sympathy with him and his beloved partner in life in their
time of sorrow and bereavement. May the tender, loving compassion
of Jesus, Who so infinitely cares for His beloved ones" in sleeping,"
be the support and comfort now of the mourners, who shall thus be
lifted above nature's sorrow and trace how tenderly, loving'ly, and right
royally was their dear one" laid to sleep by Jesus." What a sweet
thought the translation of Deut. xxxiv. 5, gives us, " So Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the land of Moab, according to the wore,
of the Lord." "According to the word of the Lord." The Hebrew~
translate this literally, "upon His lips," and some say Jehovah kissed
His servant to sleep. Of this we are certain, that He Who has said,
" When thou passest through the waters I will be with thee," is most
assuredly there with His children in the moment of their supremest
need,)n "the valley of the shadow of death," to whisper,- "It is I;
be riot afraid."
The following letter from dear Mr. Mountcastle goes to show his love
in the Lord for the late beloved GeOl'ge Cowell. He writes (dated
December, 1894):"Until early on Sunday morning I was quite unaware of the departure of our dearly-loved Editor of the old Family Magazine. I
Il.nd those members of my family who were at home were much
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shocked, though I cannot say we were surprised at the intelligence,
which troubled us much, not only on our own account, but on behalf
of you and other members of his family, and for the sake of the Lord's
people. For your dear father there can be no feeling of regret, as
there can be no fear, but will you permit me to offer you and yours
our deep sympathy in your sore trial 1 We bore him, while ill, in our
prayers at the, throne. We now bear you in mind, in your sorrow,
when we kneel at the mercy-seat, praying that He Whose Word declares Him to be ' a Father of the fatherless,' may enable you to rest
entirely on Him, assured that He is the faithful God, all-wise to
promise, almighty to preserve, and all-faithful to fulfil. We do not
know what arrangements have been made or will be made, but we pray
also that the great Head of the Church may still keep the dear old
'Gospel Magazine' true to the good old paths, to the well-being of
His people, and, above all, to the 'praise of the glory of His grace,'
Who as a Shepherd causes them to pass under the rod with which He
numbers His sheep, and brings them into the bond of His covenant.
1 have for years felt that God is quickly gathering home His elect,
and that we are very much nearer the end of this dispensation than
most persons suppose, and certainly' The Work of the Sickle,' in this
month's Magazine, has not tended to shake my opinion. With reference to the dear friend who wrote the article, a.nd who has now passed
from the land, not of the living but of the dying, ' taken away from the
evil,' he might almost have been writing prophetically when, in
January last, he spoke of 'Th~ Calm, the Conflict, and the Crown.'
Commending you to the grace and care of the 'Father of mercies, and
the God of all comfort.' I am, etc."
And now comes the memorial card from his dear widow, which tells
that he has joined "the spirits of just men made perfect," and,
with those heavenly songsters around the Throne, is ascribing all the
blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and
power, and might unto the Lamb. The inscription on the card runs
thus: "In loving memory of William Robed; Mountcastle, who fell
asleep in Jesus, Feb. 20th, 1902, in his 7lst year; and was interred at
St. Mark's Church, Worsley, Feb. 24th, 1902." Then follow some
passages from the Word of God: 1 Cor. xvi. 13; Psalm xci. 1; Psalm
xxiii. 4; 2 Tim. i. 12; Psalm cxxxix. 17, 18; with the hymn, "From
every stormy wind that blows;" which were all evidently favourite
promises, tested and proved at different times in his life. And now
he has pa.ssed into the heavens, to see the God of the promises, and
praise Him that is true to His promises, for ever and ever.
A letter received from his son. says: "Dear Miss Cowell,-I know
you will pardon my writing to you, as my dear mother is utterly
unable to do so at present. She wishes me to give you her kind love
and most sincere thanks for your great kindness in our sorrow. First
let me ask your forgiveness for having left your beautiful letter so
long unanswered. I can assure you it is not because we have not
thought about your loving sympathy, for we have in our hearts been
truly thankful for the message you gave us from the Master. Your
letter of sympathy, and the beautiful and comforting messages it con-
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tained, have been a source of great l:olllfort to dear mother, and to
others who have been in like affiiction, and to whom mother has read
your kind note. I can only say we thank you from our hearts. Our
sorrow is indeed truly great. My dear father had seemed to be re"
markably well all day, and in five minutes from the time' when he
first complained (about 10 p.m. on Thursday), his speech was gone.
~his partially returned after twenty-four hours, and he was perfectly
conscious until a few minutes before passing away at 8 a.m. on the
following Thursday. It is very good of you to undertake to write an
account for the (Gospel Magazine,' and dear mother would be very
pleased if you would do so. Knowing how fully your time is occupied, I have just written out a few notes. I should like them to go
in as they are, but if they are too long, kindly treat them as you think
best. I shall be only too pleased if you will add anything yourself,
for your writings of late years have been greatly blessed and have
been a great comfort to many, and especially so to the dear one who
has (fallen asleep.' So often lately he has drawn my attention to
your pieces. I sometimes feel the world is very empty now that he is
gone; he was so very dear to us, and but for the comforting assurance
that he is (with Christ, which is far better,' I think it would be unbearable. We could not tell all the dear one said, .but there was no
mistaking the happy smile and nod of the head when he was asked if
he was happy. After reading to him the 23rd Psalm (a great favourite
of his), and on the remark being made to him some ten minutes before
his departure, 'You are nearly home now,' the same peace£ul assur"
ance was given. Like dear Mr. Cowell (whose volume of (Wayside
~otes' we n.lue very, very highly), he had been on the Rock for many
years, and he knew the e,erlasting arms were underneath him. And
now they have met where partings are no more. Thanking you for
having remembered us at the mercy seat, and with the earnest prayer
that our heavenly Father may continue to bless your labours, Believe
ALFRED H. MOUNTCASTLE."
me, yours very sincerely,
Subjoined are the" notes" referred to : THE LATE

WTLLLIA~f

ROJ3ERT MOUNTCASTLE.

" Another of our old readers has passed away in the falling asleep
of Mr. Mountcastle, on February 20th. He was called home after
only six days' confinement to his bed, being very mercifully supported
by his heavenly Father. He suffered very little, if any, pa.in, and
was perfectly happy. He was seized with paralysis while sitting in
his chair, and in a few minutes the use of his right ann and his speech
were gone. In twenty-four hours his speech partially returned, and
it is with feelings of great thankfulness we can say he was perfectly
conscious to within a few minutes of his departure. Very sweet to
those he has left behind him were the assurances of his perfect happiness when he came to tread (the dark valley of the shadow of death.'
Truly he did not enter the valley alone. In life he was ever wont to
point out to the trembling ones of his Father's flock: (God's child
never passes even into this valley, except in the company of his
Elder Brother, his 'Friend that sticketh closer than a brother.'
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".Mr.. Mo~ntcastle was a firm believer in the doctrines of gracehavmg m hIS early years been privileged to sit under that deeplytaught servant of the Most High, the late Rev. William Nunn, of St.
Clement's Church, Manchester j and later under the ministratiDns of
the.late.R:ev. T~omas Owen ~d the late Rev. John L. Figgins, during
theIr mInIstry m St. Clement s Church. He lyaS a very close friend
of that dear man of God, the late Rev. F. W. Davies, of St. Peter's,.
Oldham Road, Manchester. In 18n Mr. Mountcastle removed to
Ellenbrook, that he and his family might be under the ministry of
the late Rev. A. Hewlett, the honoured Vicar of Astley, and very
de'tr w him was the friendship of dear Dr. Hewlett. For the last fiveand-twenty years the whole of his time was given up to Protestant and
Temperance work, and he endeavoured never to refuse an invitation
to speak on these subjects. He was a strong supporter of, and worker
for the Orange Order, of which body he "as a Deputy Grand Master
of England. He was an active. worker for the Church As ociation and
the Protestant Alliance, and will be much missed by these and sundry
other Protestant societies, to which he was always willing to give his
time and services.
Mr. Mountcastle "as a great admirer of the
'Gospel Magazine,' and had enjoyed the friendship of three of its
Editors, having been a friend of the lat.e Rev. D. A. Doudney when he
was labouring in Ireland. Very precious to him have been wme of
the articles in this Magazine of late years, for in consequence of the
advanced Ritualism in the district, attendance at a Church of England
has been impossible for him. His body was laid to rest in the picturesque yard of St. Mark's Church, Worsley, where his daughter and
two eldest sons are buried, on Monday, February 24th, our beautiful
funeral service being very impressively read by the Rev. Thoma.s
Dickinson, M.A., of St. Clement's, Higher Openshaw, an old and very
highly valued friend of the deceased. Truly of this dear Christian
worker it can be said, he was (faithful uuto death,' and has only gone
to receive the crown that was laid up for IJim, and is now 'with
'Christ, which is far better.'
" 'Nothing in my hand I bring,
Simply to Thyself I cling.'

"A. H. M."
The following notice appea.red in "The BeHa t Weekly. Tews " : « The funeral of Br. William Robeli; Mountcastle, D.G. 1., of the
Loyal Orange Institution of England, took place at the picturesque
churchyard of St. Mark, Worsley, on Monday, 24th ult: Br. Mountcastle, who was the son of Mr. William Mountcastle, of Fallowfield,
was one of the best known Orangemen in Lancashire, was secretary
of the John Bradford L.O.L. No. 627, and a D.G.M. of England. For
many years he was actively connected with the Institution, and had
held various offices. For eleven years he wa,s the secretary of his
private lodge, and had been D.S. for the Manchester No. 13 district,
W.D.M. for Manchester, and a.t another time for Atherton. He leaves
a widow and two sons, Br. Alfred Mountcastle, who' has been acting as
secretary of 627, and Mr. R. T. Mountcastle. In politics our late
brother was a strong Conservative, but he never allowed his politics
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to overshadow his action on behalf of Protestantism. He had been
for many years actively engaged in connection with the Church Association, and was associated with the Manchester Protestant Thousand
since its inception. Various other Protestant bodies claimed him as
a loyal and consistent supporter.
Br. Mountcastle, whose loss will
long be felt, was a keen Biblical student, a loyal Churchman of the
old type, and an ardent believer in the finished work of the Reformation. He died after about ten days' illness, and was in his 7lst year.
Although rendered speechless, he bore his illness with great patience
and meekness, and evidently disliked to give any trouble to those by
whom he was surrounded. The funeral was largely attended. The
funeral service, was conducted by Br. the Rev. Thomas Dickinson."
Thus has passed away another believer of our Lord Jesus Christ,
another "sinner saved by sovereign grace." He has been "laid to
sleep by Jesus," laid to rest, "in sure and certain hope of a glorious
resurrection," for we believe that "them that sleep in Jesus will God
bring with Him." Soon, soon will that day dawn, when our King
Immanuel shall display all His grace and glory to our "wondering
eyes," and when He shall come "to be glorified. in His saints and
admired in all them that believe." In the meanwhile, lifted above
earth's shadows, each believing heart sings for joy" My soul anticipates the day,
Would stretch her wings and soar away,
'fa aid the song, a palm to bear,
And bow, the chief of sinners, there."

R.

f
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A PRAYER FOR THE AGED.
(PSALM lxxi. 18.)
Thy handiwork forsake, Lord, never,.
FATHER of mercies, Thou whose
But govern thought, and word,.
eye,
and deed;
Hath guided long the wanLest secret sin
derer here,
The heart should win,
Hath shed heaven's light
And broken lie the bruised reed.
On earth's dark night,
And deepened in him godly fear;
Nay, as the days pass by and.
Behold him old, grey· headed,
shorten,
weak,
While shadows lengthen and
Once now a child in earnest
decline,
prayer;
Let joy, and peace,
In every tear
And love increase
And wish sincere,
True fellowship with Thee anc:1
Thine.
Anxious to rest upon Thy care
Then, when in immortality
Mortality is swallowed up,
In death. of strife,
In joy of life,
Lift to his lips salvation's cup;
That he amidst heaven's ransomed throng,
In Jesus's name may join the song.
T. BURBERRY.
X
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THE CORONATION OF HIS MAJESTY KING EDWARD VII.*
June 26th and 27th, 1902.
A DAY OF NATIONAL HUMILIATION AND PRAYER TO
ALMIGHTY GOD.
AN ApPEAL 'f0 'fHE MEMBERS OF OUR LEGISLATURE TO THE MINISTERS
OF HELIGION THROUGHOU'I' THE NATION,. AND 'f0 ALL WHO FEAR GOD
AND I,OV& THEIR COUN'I'RY.

~HE . value ?f a cris,is in our national history, or of any great eveJJt, .
lws 1I1 the fact that it enables us to realise present dangers, tD discem
present duties, and to throw our whole iniiueuce on the side of right
uI,d truth.
A just view at this time of those great principles of righteousness
by which the Almighty rules the nations, would be of vast S6l'Vice to
all who love their country, and desire its best prosperity. The occasion of the Coronation of our King will be made, and rightly so, a
season of rejoicing j but at the same time it is very evident that a season
of humiliation before God, and of united prayer to Him, would be far
more suitable. I know that this will Le laughed at by many, but that
will not mend the matter at all.
Thursday and Friday, therefore, June 26th and 27th, are the days
appointed for the celebration of this great event j and no doubt there
will be a vast ma.nifestation of hearty loyalty, much rejoicing, and
an exhibition of nationa.l grandeur and strength that will stand out
in our history. But the questions arise: What of the war in South
Africa 1 What of the present features of our national sins 1 And
what of the manifest tDkens of God's just displeasure on all side-s 1
These questions are not to be lightly set aside. It is only blindness and madness tD shirk them, while the nation is so rapidly sliding
down hill.
It has therefore been suggested in a very humble way to propose
the holding. of a
DAY OF NA'fIONAL HilllILIA'fION AND PRAYER

on the day of the Coronation, on Thursday, June 26th; or on any day
during that week that may be more locally convenient.
This Appeal will be sent to each Member of the Houses of Parliament, and to each of the Bishops; and if possible also to every Minister
of Religion in the Church of England and of all the Evangelical Denominations throughout the country.
The follQ>wing are some of the matters that call for our earnest

'* vVe have pleasure in directing

attention to this timely national appeal just
issued by Mr. WILLIAM WILE.IAN, 55, Imperia1 Buildings, Ludgate Circus,
London, E.C. (price 2s. per 100), which we here print in exfe71IJo. It is most
important, and we strongly recommend 0111' readers to circulate copies liberally.
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attention, as grounds of Humiliation before God, and subjects for
prayer :-1. The present sad war, which was at its commencement so boast~
fully taken up by England. One newspaper, during the first week of
the War, boasted that our arJllY would picnic at Pretoria on Christma.s
Day, 1899. That event has not yet taJ~en place. What is at the back
of this Wad Why is it not ended 1
Why cannot an a.rmy of a
quarter of a million bring our foes to their knees 1 Those who· read
the Bible have the key to these questions. The answer is hem in
England.
.
2. The Worship of the Man of Sill, the Pope and Ohurch of Home.
This is one of England's madnesses. Every concession to Rome has
made the way for others; and with history before us, we as a nation
are blind to the results. The poor, deluded man known as the Pope
(who needs our pity) has no right of jurisdiction here; and the best
course for England to adopt would be to tell him so. Instead of this,
England is worshipping him, admitting the Jesuits to our own ruin,
The telegram from Lord
and inviting the displeasure of God.
Kitchener reporting the British defeat in South Mrica by which Lord
Methuen was seriously wounded and captured by the Boers, "bore
the same date as a telegram from Rome which stated that an autograph letter from King Edward had on that morning been presented
to the Pope at the Vatican by Lord Denbigh." This mission of congratulation to the Pope is unconstitutional, and "is a precedent
ca.pable of far-reaching results, alike political and religious·."
3. Another lamentable fact, and Olle that ca.lls for the greatest
sorrow, is the example of our King. I would speak of this tendedy
and loyally, for to honour the King a.nd to fear God are united; but
sin is never anything else but dieloyalty to God. For many years the
King has given the sanction of his presence upon the racecourse, and
thereby the force of his example. I cannot think that racing and
betting are honoured by the King's presence, or that they are· any
honour to our country. In any case, they are inconsistent with a
promise and vow to renounce the pomps and vanities of this wicked
world. Also, if the daily papers report correctly, the King has lately
attended a Sunday Concert. Also, on the same a,uthority, he has been
frequently to theatres, in one week twice. This has more than a
personal significance when it is remembered that Hi!> Majesty represents the nation. And whilst our commerce is threatened, the nation
is t{)O much given to pleasure; and the public holidays have produced
as much harm as good.
4. I must not omit the Perfidy of our Bishops, who have taken a
solemn oath to "banish and drive away all erroneous doctrine"; and
who, with few exceptions, practise the exact contrary. The blasphemy
and idolatry performed every day in England would shame the "Very
~heathen; and Episcopal perfidy encourages, shields, and honours it.
Surely, therefore, it would be more in harmony with the unc~ing
Principles of Truth for England to humble herself before AlmIghty
God than to boast and triumph at the Coronat.ion. There is a man's
hand-writing on the wall. Any true Daniel can read it, and interpret
x 2
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it, too. It will be a grand thing for England, if, on the Coronation
Day, those who fear God, in town and village, should meet together,
in church, chapel, or iron room, to confess our National Sins, and
supplicate God to remember us in mercy. We may loyally rejoice
as citizens when our King is crowned; hut we owe our first allegiance
to the King of kings. We may even mingle to some extent in the
national rejoicings; but there is sure to be a good deal of rejoicing
that will be more to our country's shame than to he,r honour; dancing,
banqueting, revelry, and drunkenness.
Will you kindly give your influence and your example, to promote
the attainment or the object of this Paper, namely, a Day of National
Humiliation and Prayer, on 'Phursday, June 26th 7
WILLtAM WILEMAN.
55, Impei'ial Buildings, London, KC., April 4th, 1902.
"While the Throne of England continues to be Protestant, Great
Britain will stand: when it ceases to be Protestant, England will fall."
~The late Dr. J. A. WYLIE.

MULTUM IN P ARVO.
THE session of Parliament is rapidly passing, yet no steps have been
taken by the Government to redeem the pledge made by them to
the country two years ago, that, failing any effective methods being
carried out by the Bishops to put down Ritualistic illegalities in the
Church, legislation should be introduced by the MinisterS' to remedy
the intolerable evils in question. Nor have the more Protestant members in the House of Commons raised their voices in demand of such
remedies. Meanwhile the Romanizing Conspimcy prospers, and the
Bishops love to have it so. What are our Protestant Societies doing 1The Hey. 'l'homas Davis, whose testimony of God's pure truth, and
whose uncompromising enunciation of Reformation principles have
given him a foremost place among the few faithful witnesses left in
these degenerate times, writes as follows in his" Monthly Letter "-a
precious little publication, which may be had on application to Miss
Newey, bookseller, High Street, Harborne, Birmingham. Mr. Davis
says: "The Ritualistic movement advances by leaps and bounds; no
effort is made by those in authority to stay its progress, and the
country is still under God's chastising hand. But, with the exception
of a few earnest Christians and sincere patriots, no anxiety seems felt
or expressed. Thousands are dying by plague in India.
Seventy
thousand deaths were the returns for the last month from the Punjab
alone; at present a compa,ratively mild epidemic or small-pox iE
causing a=iety, while in Africa the war still continues, mistakes
occur of a most remarkable character, hundreds of our soldiers have
been seen flying before the enemy; disease is still doing its deadly
work in the Army, a railway accident has swept off scores of men,
and disabled as many more; our gracious King is shut up in his own
small island, and dare not go to Ire1:md for the briefest holiday, and
this because the, impudent hierarchy of the Romish Apostasy there
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has for~idden his visit I Neither dare he go to the South of Europe
as he wIshed, o.n account of the plots of the Anarchists and pro-Boers,
and ;yet there IS no call for humiliation nor appointment of a day of
Fastm~ and Prayer. I am just now reading the Books of Kings and
CJ:u'0lllcles, and there are facts there recorded in the history of the
~mgdom.s of Judah and Israel which certainly have their counterpart
m. the h.IS~7 of our country to-day. The people fell into idolatry,
wIt~ theIr Kmgs, Nohle,s, and Priests. Heavy chastisements followed.
SO~Itary messengers, Divinely sent prophets--not from among the
prIesthood-were sent to warn the nation. When they repented and
tUrI~.ed from idolatry God delivered them, when they fell into idolatry
agam, fmther chastisements followed, until at last 'there was 110
remedy,' and both nations were sent by God into captivity. But there
was all through their history a praying remnant. In Chron. xii. 32,
we read of some of these. 'They had understanding of the times, and
knew what Israel ought to do.' Two hundred only in number, but
who can tell what blessing they wrought! There is such a remnant
in England to-day. Oh! that they could get the ear of our beloved
and gracious Sovereign, and tell his Majesty that the cause of our
humiliations and troubles to-day is the idolatry of Ritualism, and the
unbelief of Rationalism. May we not wisely repeat the prayer often
used when light first broke upon our beloved nation, '0 Lord, open
the eyes of the King of England! ".-It may have escaped general
notice that at the recent annual meeting of the so-called "Catholi(j
Truth Society," presided over by Dr. Vaughan, pointed reference wati
made by that Papal ecclesiastic to the widespread diffusion and influence of Protestant literature among our people. His reported words
-which should serve to stimulate Protestant workers to spare no
labour or money for the propagation of sound Protestant readingare these: "For the la8t eighteen months the country had been flooded
with Protestant tracts of an aggressive character." And this, forsooth,
in a Protestant country! The imperiousness and impertinence of such
language, coming as it did from the lips of the official repre,sentative
of a foreign potentate, and one using a tenitorial title not confened
on him by the lawful Sovereign of this realm, needs no comment. A
further observation made by this Roman Prelate, namely, that" the
only body which attempted to provide an antidote" to the aggressi'Ve
Protestant literature" was the Catholic Truth Society," may well put
Protestants on their gua.rd. To the wise a word is enough.-The Bishop of Exeter (says the "English Churchman ") has joined
the ranks of those members of the Episcopal order who wear pectoral
crosses. Such a cross has just been presented to him by the junior
clergy of the diocese.. We feel quite certain that his lamented father,
the late Bishop of Liverpool, would never have consented to wear an
un-Protestant ornament of this character. We note tha,t his Lordship, in instituting the Rev. W. E. Burroughs to the living of St.
Andrew's, Plynlouth, expressed regret that under the system of patronage prevailing he had 11;0 vo.ice ~ the appoint~ent to the
most important church III Ius dIOcese.
EvangelIcal Churchmen may rest thankful that this is the case.-In proport.ion
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as the Government's Education Bill comes to be better understood, the more objectionable its religious aspects show themIIelves to be. The perfect unanimity with which the Roman Catholic
hierarchy, led by "Cardinal" Vaughan, has approved the measure
is itself abundant proof that the new departure in our system of
national education has been so devised by Lord Salisbury as to assist
the Papacy in its policy to subjugate the country at the conntry's own
expense. The unanimity of the Ritualist body-Bishops and Clergy
alike-in acknowledging their indebtedness to the Bill, and the, repeated appeals made to the Government to press forward with it this
Session, show that Sacerdotalism will richly benefit under the proposed scheme. That the ratepayers should be called upon to pay for
the building and maintenance of Roman Catholic Schools is nothing
less than tyranny.-It is more than time that steps were taken to
suppress the seditious speeches being delivered by Romish members
of Parliament in Ireland, and we are glad to note that notice has been
given in the House of Commons by Mr. Homer, member for North
Lambeth, "To call attention to the disloyal speeches of celiain of the
Irish members of the House in view of the Oath of Allegiance they
had taken to his Majesty, and to move a resolution."-The
Scottish "Nationalists" are a small and curious body, whose
ideas are expounded in "The Fiery Cross," a journal issued in Edinburgh at irregular intervals. There are thirteen demands formulated in
this publication. Here is a brief summary of certain of them: (1)
"The Restoration of our ancient, legitimate, and hereditary Royal
Stuart Family, now lineally represented by H.R.H. the Prince~ss Ludwig of Bavaria, whose legitimate title is Queen Mary Ill. of Scotland
and Great Britain, and IV. of England, France, and Ire,land." (2)
" The Restoration of our National Parliament, of which our nation was
defrauded by ,an illegal convention in 1706." (3) The Hestoration to
Scotland of its Royal and NationaJ Mint.
(4) Ditto of its Privy
Council. (5) Ditto of the Scottish Court of Admiralty. (6) We give
ill full: "We demand the Restoration to Scotla.nd of the' Lia Fail,'
01' 'Stone of Destiny,' upon which our ancient Scottish Kings were
crowned, and which was audaciously stolen from the Royal Palace of
Scone by Edward I. in 1297, and ever since kept in Westminster
Abbey, 'as a sign that the, Kingdom (i.e., Scotland) had been conquered and resigned.''' (7) That the Royal Arms shall quarter Scotland'!'! Arms in the first and fourth quarter, ete.

TRUE religion consists not so much in change of sentiment as change
of heart.
HE (says one) that follows truth too near at the heels may have his
teeth beat out. Let me then (says another) lose my teeth, rather
than not teach and profess the truth.
IF a man's name is written in heaven, sooner or later, God writes
faith in His beloved Son Jesus in his heart: that brings the heaven
of God's love into his soul.-Mason.

\
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THE VATICAN ALARMED-IRELAND TO THE RESCUE!
Trm offi.cial or~an of the" Waldensian Church Missions to Italy"-a
deeply. mt.erestmg quarterly record of God's work among the Roman
CatholIcs 1Il that country-entitled, "A Voice from Italy," published
last month an important article on the fears of the Vatican regarding
the spread of Bible Protestantism.
We feel sure our readers. will
peruse the short statement with no small satisfaction and thankfulness
to God, and we venture to hope that they may be led to strengthen the
cause of the Waldensian Missions, which-along with other Evangelical efforts in Italy-has created alarm in the Palace of the Pope. The
article states:'rhe "Waterford N~ws" of 7th February last, in an article headed
"For the Old Faith," contains an appeal for Irish he,lp against the
" Protestant propaganda in Rome." The appeal is in the name of Mr.
William Osborne Christmas, "Private Chamberlain to His Holiness."
He states that "the Protestant propaganda in Rome is assuming
serious proportions, owing partly to the large number of English and
Americans who reside in the Eternal City, and also to the well-known
hatred of the Italian Government to all truly Catholic institutions.
Nonconformist comDmnities have also established schools for the
younger members of the Roman population of both sexes, ostensibly
for the teaching of foreign languages, but with a tendency to slowly
but surely undermine the foundations of their pupils' faith."
To meet this danger a free night school was opened in Rome some
years ago for the purpose of helping young men to improve their
worldly position by obtaining some knowledge of English, French,
and German; and Mr. Christmas states that there am "now on the
books the names of six hundred students." The movement, however,
does not seem to have prospered sufficiently to meet its promoters'
aim, for, as that gentleman writes: "The financial difficulty is a
serious one, inasmuch as the subscriptions of the few English~speaking
residents sympathetic with the movement a.re an the promoters have
to rely upon. . . . . The Protestant institutions receive the greater
part of their pecuniary help horn England and America, so it is to
my own country that I naturally turn my thoughts-that country
which has suffered so much for the Faith, and which, thank God, has
resisted even unto death! I therefore beg you to allow a subscription
list, of even a shilling a head, to be opened in your paper, in order that
I may build or hire a large hall, which shall bear the title of St.
Patrick's HaI1. Here, in addition to the school, Confe,rences and Retreats could be held, and young men looking out for employment
could obtain respectable lodging at a merely nominal rate. . . . Ireland is undoubtedly the brightest gem in the diadem of the Holy
Father. 'Vill not her sons and daughters come to the rescue, and help
me to build St. Patrick's Hall as a memorial of his Silver Jubilee,
which is celebrated this yead "
It is a good sign that evangelistic work is making itself felt when
such an appeal is made from headquarters. But it does not say much
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for the zeal of the local defenders of the Faith, that, instead of carrying on these schools at their own charges, they call poor Ireland to
the rescue.
We may add that the address of the" Waldensian Missions" is 118,
Pall Mall, London, S.W., and that Colonel M. Frobisher, J.P., is secretary, to whom donations should be sent.

THE KING'S PROTESTANT DECLARATION.
MAmFEsTo

BY

THE

EVANGELICAL

PROTESTAKT

UNION.

" THE Manifesto of the Evangelical Protestant Union, holding its 2:hd
Annual Conference in the City of Manchester, on Thursday, October
10th, 1901, represents"(a) That the Statutory Declaration made and signed by King
Edward VII. (forming a part of the Act of Settlement, L? and 11
William Ill., ch. 2), was framed and legalised after long and an.xious
consideration: it was the ( garnered fruit of a struggle "hich had cost
the toil and blood of six entire generations.'
" (b) That it has proved for two centuries effectual in safeguarding
the Protestant character of the throne.
"(c) That it is not justly cha.rgeable with being (offensive,' 'or insulting,' to any Individuals, being nothing more than a disavowal by
Protestants of certain doctrilles and prac ices as (superstitious and
idolatrous,' with a necessary reference to mentaJ reservation, evasion,
and equiv.ocation, as well as to Papal Dispensations, which, as a matter
of English history, have been granted from time to time.
"(d) That the vast lTLajority of the people of this land are Protestant, and have, a right to be protected from any Sovereig'n ruling
in the interests of the Church of Rome, and ueing, as a member
secretly or openly of that con'upt communion, practically a vassal of
the Pope.
"(e) That this is no question of toleration; it only touches the Admissibility to the supreme Power.
"That much disquietude and dissatisfaction ha,e been aroused by
the repeated efforts of Roman Catholics to tln'o" open the highest
offices of State to Papists', and especially by the unto"ard agitation,
through Roman Catholic influence, in Parliament in the present year.
"That the Statutory Declaration in question will be the only remaining safeguard of our Protestant Throne.
"That any mutilation or change in it "ould make it by so much
ineffectual for the purpose for which it was expressly worded; and
that this Conference of the (Eva.ngelicaJ Protestant Union' believes
it to be contrary to the will and judgment of the Nation that the said
Statutory Declaration should be disturbed."
(Signed) J. B. WADDINGTON,
Vicar of Low Moor, Clitheroe,
Honorary Secretary of the above Union.
[This Manifesto has been widely circulated by the Rev. E. H. F.
Cosens, of Tewkesbury. It is indeed" a word in season."-En.)
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jaasing ®htnts.
A MONTHLY RECORD.
"Is peace at hand 1" is a question which has been very frequently
and anxiously asked of late; for the war in South Africa has lasted so
long that our people are weary of it, and earnestly wish to see its
termination. It is impossible, at the time at which we write, to
answer the question.
The time is rapidly approaching for the Coronation of our Killg
and Queen, and visitors have, already sta.rted on their way from tJle
very ends of the earth to attend it. It will probably be, with its
attendant accessories, one of the most remarkable and imposing occasions of the kind that thc world has ever seen, and it will certainly
make a deep impression, not only upon our own people at home, but
upon thousands of our fellow-subjects and strangers from far-distaut
lands, who will return with fresh ideas respecting our country, its
people, and its inshtutions. We earnestly hope that those ideas will
be instructive and profitable ones. Will Sabbath-breaking, religious
indifference, intemperance, and vice, be more visible and lluw:ked than
Sabbath-keeping, religious observance, sobriety, and chastity 1 Will
they be able to say, "Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people" 1 (Deut. iv. 6).
A remarkable man has just passed away, and at a comparatively
early age, viz., Ml'. Cecil Rhodes. He was a man of large ideas and of
indomitable will and courage. He took the liveliest interest in South
Africa, which he· first visited for the sake of his health, and where he
amassed a large fortune; and he anticipated for it a great future.
His largest ideas referred to our nation and empire, which he believed
to be destined to occupy the grandest position and to accomplish some
of the noblest work which the world has ever known. He thought that
if we had not lost the United States of America, or even now if we
could become closely united to them, we, could secure peace for the
whole world; and he described our people as "the greatest people the
world has ever seen, but whose bult is that they do not know their
strength, their greatness, and their destiny, and who are wasting
their time on their minor local matters; but being asleep do not know
that through the invention of steam and electricity, and in view of
their eno·rmous increase, they must now be trained to view t4e world'
as a whole, and not only consider the social questions of the British
Isles." In his will he directed that an enormous sum should be invested for the purpose of endowing 175 scholarships at Oxford University of the value of £250 and £300 a year, and tenable for three years
by students from our Colonies, the United States, and Germany. It
is likely that this remarkable bequest will have considerable effect in
promoting a good feeling between the young people of the countries
mentioned, and bring even the countries themselves into closer touch
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with one another. No doubt the testator hoped that this would be
the. cas~; but his bequest forms a very serious responsibility for the
Umverslty of Oxford. As the {( Record" observes: {( There remains,
indeed, behind the specific bequests of Mr. Rhodes a certain legacy
to the nation which is an appeal to its religious conscience. There will
soon be gathering to our shores a body of Rhodes scholars from almost
e:'ery part of the. English-speaking world, and from Germany in additIOn. They should be the flower of Anglo-Saxon and German youthyoung men not only of intelligence, but of fibre and of worth, chosen
in part for the very characteristics which will appeal most to their
contemporaries and make their own examples powerful for evil or for
good. No questions of Church or creed are to be considered in their
selection. The majority, no doubt, will be strangers to our shores,
and all will arrive with curiosity at its highest, and impressionable
JUinds at their most impressionable stage. Year by year, so long as
t.his will stands, these men will come and go, learning from our teachers,
from the companionship of our sons, from the example of our homes,
from the atmosphere in which we all live and work. "What is the
Christianity of England, and of Oxford in particular, to do for them 7
Is i~ to send them back to their nations and colonies with more faith
or less; with higher ideals and firmer characters; or with manhood
s~pped and belief undermined by contact with our life 7 Here is a
problem of larger importance than some which, at the news of tbis
bequest, appea.;· to have agitated the mind of academic Oxford. We
notice thankfully that, from the letter of our own correspondent, its
urgency: seems already to have found some appreciation. It is but
nei llral that it should, for here lies a new opportunity for Oxford.
All her sons-and many more-will pray that she may be guided
worthily to discharge 80_ great a task."
The GnYE,mment has brought forward an Education Bill which promi;;(·s to revolutionize our system of elementary education, and the
advocates of School Boards are determinedly opposed to it, because it
purp0SI;:; doing away with those Boards so far as their present form
,m::! management are concerned. But it ought not to be overlooked
01' f!-.rgotten, that although in many instances those Boards have
accomplished a good work and furthered elementary education in a
w'!J,y jn which it could hardly have been otherwise furthered, yet in
many other cases they have proved to be an utter failure, spending
onOllUOUS amount:;. of ratepa.yers' money in a most reckless and wasteful manner, and yet providing very imperfectly for a sound secular
education, and ignoring or abolishing religious education. Surely this
ought·not to be allowed to go on. In the case of the London School
Board, the expenditure has been enormous; and although the Board
has countenanced religious education, it is very doubtful whether that
education would have advanced very much if it had not been encouraged by the numerous and valuable prizes and certificates provided by the munificence of the late Mr. Francis Peek, and the Religious Tract Society. But even with this encouragement, the results
are not as satisfactory as they ought to be. E.g., last year 391 of the
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Board Schools of London competed for those prizes and certificates,
but only 119 gained any prizes, and 147 schools gained neither prizes
nor certificates, the answering of the candidates selected for the competition being in many cases so exceedingly poor. The report of the
examinations states that this poor answering " points, to careless teaching, and the neglect of due explanation j " and although the answering
of the highest Standard was better, and in some cases very good, yet
there were some e,xceptions even to this, and the Report says: "It
ought not to be possible for a Seventh Standard boy to say: 'I understand Christ's words" hang all the law and the prophets" as Christ's
dislike to the law and the prophets.' There were other answers of a
similar character, hinting that the prophets ought to have been
hung!" At the same time, it is, gratifying to note that the number
of children examined last year shows an increase of nearly 10,000 on
the previous year, the number examined in 1901 being 298,524, as
compared with 288,704 in 1900 j and we may bear in mind that attendance at the examinations was entirely voluntary.
We are much
afraid that the new Education Bill has been so prepared as to afford
further impetus to the designs of both the Papists and the Ritualists
to indoctrinate the rising generation with their deadly doctrines.
The secessions from Romanism in Austria appear to be still steadily
progressing. The committee for promoting the Evangelical Church
there in their latest official report mention that during the first nine
months of last year no less than 2,633 persons left the Church of
Rome and joined the Protestant Church, being 1,323 more than in the
corresponding period of the previous year. It is estimated that 20,000
persons have left the Church of Rome since the beginning of the
movement, and although this has aroused the fierce,st opposition on
the part of the Roman Catholic priests, the movement still continues,.
A strange commotion has taken place in Greece, by which the Greek
Government has been forced to resign, the highest ecclesiastic of the
national Church has been turned out of his position, and a popular
riot at Athens, under the leadership of the, students of the national
University, has resulted in violent recrimination, fighting, and bloodshed, all on account of the printing and circulation of an edition of
the New Testament in modern Greek! It appears that for many
centuries the New Testament in the ancient Greek language has been
used in the Greek churches, but the changes in that language have
been so many and so great, that it is almost unintelligible in its
<mcient form to modern Greeks, and hence several new translations
have been made from time to time by pious men, who wished the
people to become more perfectly acquainted with the Word of God j
but for some reason or other these new trans,lations have wwe,r been
widely circulated or used. Lately another translation was made by
a Mr. Palli, a Greek merchant of Manchester, and he arranged for it
to be published by degrees in one of the leading Greek daily papers.
Any reasonable person might have thought that this would have met
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with. general approbation; but on the contrary, whether from political
motIves, or from secret fears on the part of the ecclesiastics of the
Greek National Church, that if the Word of God were more thoroughly
~nown by the people, the errors of that Church would be brought to
lIght, a great outcry was raised against the publication of the new
translation, with the surprising results which we have already mentioned. What the ultimate result will be we cannot tell; at present
the circulation of the new translations is authoritatively forbidde!1;
but as great interest has been excited amongst the people, it is possible
that after a while· that prohibition will be withdrawn.
Interesting accounts reach us of the mISSIOn work in the New
Hebrides, which we purpose noticing more fully next month. We
have alluded before to the extremely critical position of the mi~
sionaries and their converts' there on account of the encroachments of
the French, who seem to be bent upon gaining possession of the islands
if they can. Nothing appears as yet to be definitely settled about
them, but we are glad to see that in reply to a question put to :Oh-.
Chamberlain in the House of Commons, he stated that "no Hew
arrangements had been made for the government of the New Hebrides,
but he hoped shortly to be able to announce the appointment of a
Deputy Commissioner to reside in the group and look after the interests of British subjects." Following as this announcement does the
appointment by the Governor of the Colony of New Caledonia of a
French Resident for the same purpose in French interests, this etatement of British policy seems very hopeful.

It is common, perhaps, to regard the coloured races of mankind as
being far behind the white in mental capacitv and especially in the
case of those who have only recently emerged from the darkness of
heathenism; but striking facts sometimes remind us that there is not
so great a difference as is imagined. E.g., some boys in Uganda, who
lire being taught by Mr. C. W. Hattersley, one of the missionaries of
the C.M.S., were recently told to add up the cost of " 100 cows at £50
3s. 2d.; 85 sheep at Re. 5 annas 8, at Rs. 14 annas 10 to £1; and
120 goats at 5,000 shells each, at 850 shells to the rupee and Rs. 15
a.nnas 2 to £1." Several arrived at the correct answer-£5,694 9s.
4d. HJ1tt. We may be thankful that boys with brains like these
are being trained as leaders of the Church and State in years to C011 le.
If their hearte and minds take in the Gospel truth with equal keenness, we may anticipate for them a very bright and useful future.

A. German newspaper gives some striking statistics to show that
"Romanism keeps the people down." It states that in the province~;
of the Rhine there are 500,000 Roman Catholic workmen, and but
200,000 Protestant. Of these there are some 16,216 of the former
persuasion in positions of trust, while, in spite of the smallness of the
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number ~f. Protestants, there are nearly as many of them who occupy
such posItIOns, the number being 16,093. That is to say, 100 per
cent. Protestant workmen to 40 per cent. Roman Catholics rise in the
industrial world. In Bavaria, the Roman Catholic workmen number
336,000, and the Protestants about a half-186,000. But here again
the Protestant workmen who rise to positions of responsibility and
trust are nearly equal to the Roman Catholic, the number of the former
being 10,000, and of the latter 12,000. In Baden, the workmen who
are Roman Catholics are double the number of those, who are Protestants, yet the Protestants in responsible positions outnumber the
Roman Catholics, their number being 4,819, against 4,274.
The
newspaper goe,s on to find reasons for this. One of these is the dread
the Roman CatholicEl have of an education that. might deliver those
receiving it from the bondage of the priest. Ignorance and superstition are necessary for his domination, and these he seeks to retain.
Hence in all these States, the proportion of young Protestants who go
on from the elementary to the secondary schools, and to the higher
class schools, is out of all proportion to the Roman Catholics. The
paper concludes by saying, " All the qualities necessary for success, in
the battle of industrial life are handicapped by Roman Catholicism.
Sta,tistics condemn Roman Catholicism as a creed, as behindhand from
an industrial point of view." This is a remarkable testimony for the
secular Press.

\

There will probably Calways exist a certain amount of friction
between capital and labour, but that friction is often based upon
misapprehension, and it is a good thing when it is removed. A daily
newspaper states: " One of the ablest leaders of labour in this country
has been visiting America, and the scales have fallen from his eyes.
'Ne ha.ve' read nothing for a long time more hopeful for the industrial
future of Great Britain, and the awakening of trade unionism to a
sense of economic facts, than the speech delivered last night by Mr.
William Abraham, M.P., to his constituents in the Rhondda Valley.
'Mabon,' as the Welsh miners delight to call him, is as devoted as
any man to the rights and interests of his class; but he knows that
the progress of labour is bound up with the economic success of the.
whole nation. The workers in every country aim at acquiring the
largest share in the division of profits. They have been led in England to place an honest faith in the pernicious paradox that they
would best maintain their wages by keeping down the productive
power of the community. If they c~ be taug~t .by their own trus~ed
representatives that the more there Hl to be dIVIded between CapItal
and Labour the more the latter, as well as the former, must receive,
we shall have broken at last with the influence of the disastrous fallacy
which has sometimes seemed to threaten our industrial system with
creeping paralysis. Mr. William A.braham, for one,. has. returned from
the United States thorougWy convlllced that the VItal lllterest of employed and employers alike ul?on this side of the Atla:ntic lies in
stimulating the rate and en~arglllg the vo~ume of the natIOnal out~ut
by every moral and mechamcal means whlCh call enhance the creatIve
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.efficiency of human effort. 'Mabon' does not hesitate to avow that
at one time he believed that the use of machinery could not be to the
advantage of labour, but he informed his hearers that he is now
t,horoughly cured of the prejudice, which he, with others of his class,
had entertained. He stated that the're are strong trade unionists in
America, and they were allowed to bargain for their fellow-men with
the capitalists as to the price of work, but no interference was tolerated
as to the amount of work to be done. Every workman was as free
as the birds of the air to do all he possibly could, and if he did more
than an ordinary day's work he was paid a bonus as an inducement."
And Mr. Abraham's conclusion is that if England is to cope with other
.countries, she must adopt the American plan.
D. A.. D.
DIVINE SOVEREIGNTY.
daring worm who lifts his puny arm
Against Jehovah's sovereignty, attempts
No less than that which hurl'd from heaven above
Apostate angels to the lowest hell!
A King, and not to reign! preposterous thought!
A God, and not a King! strange Deity!
Such are the pagan gods! such is not mine.
I own, adore, and love the mighty God
Whose will controls all worlds, whoefe high decrees
Fix bounds to time, and destiny to souls.
He took my nature, guilt, and shame unasked!
And gave me righteousness and life unsought !
He bows, He melts, He km'dens whom He will,
Nor of His matters gives account to men.-Iruns.
THE

THE COVENANT OF GRACE.
the dear tried children of God ever bear in mind that every wave
of sorrow was measured, weighed, and directed, and its form appointed,
«nd its dashing and dying upon the shore fixed and ordained. Oh, if
we were able only to look upon temporal· things thus :-My calling,
my family, my connections, my support, my habitation, all that shall
engage my attention, the difficulties I shall meet with, the sorrows I
shall encounter ; all the persecutions that shall 0Fpose me ; an my
desires about my family, friends, relatives, and connections; aJ] the
seenes of sickness and sorrow; all my disappointments; all the reverses
of circumstances, and all that I may have to pass through in the
wilderness ;- all is settled better than we can settle it, all is so wisely
planned by the Divine will, and there can be no change.-Irons.
LET

will receive the world's outcasts, but who will receive His?
IT \vas said of Dr. VVHITAKER, that none ever saw him without
reverence, nOr heard him without wonder.
CHRIST
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AGED PILGlUMS' FRIEND SOCIE'l'Y.
By THE .SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY.
THE Sixty-Seventh Anniversary of the Camberwell Asylum will (D.V.)
be held on Thursday, June 12th, at the Asylum, when the Rev. F.
Cecil Lovely, B.A., of Bexley, will preach at 3 o'clock. Lieut.-General
Sir W. Stirling, K.C.B., R.A., will preside over the evening meeting.
The Thirty-Fir8t Anniversary of the H01'l1sey Rise Asylum will be held
on Friday, July 4th, when sermons will be preached in the Asylum
<lbapel and hall, by the Rev. J. C. Martin, M.A., of Southsea, at
3 o'clock, and by the Rev. J. W. Tobitt, of Hastings, at sevep.
We would again remind our friends of the sermon at St. Mary
Aldermary Church, Queen Victoria Street, on Thursday evening.
May 29th, at 7 o'clock. The preacher will be the Rev. J. Ormiston,
and it is hoped that a large number of friends will assemble on this
occasioll.
It will interest many to know that two Italian Christian ladies, with
some English residents, have recently founded in Florence a place of
refuge called "Casa Sarepta"-the Sarepta Home, for aged, destitute
Christian widows, taunted and persecuted by the priests on account of
their renunciation of Roman .Catholicism. Here, after a hard life
of toil and privation, these dear old people w'ill have peace and loving
care in their latter days. Such a kindred work as this calls for the
prayers and sympathy of all engaged in the work of the Aged
Pilgrims' Friend Society.
Copies of the Annual Report, presented at the Meeting on thc
29th ult., will be gladly sent to any address. The narrative affords
striking evidence of the faithfulness of a Covenant-keeping God in
sustaining and leading His children, and enlarging the usefulness of
the Institution, so that its ninety-fifth year has been its brightest
and best.
THE LOVE OF CHRIST.
LOVE on the part of God creates and begets love. Oh, dear cllild of
God, may you be led to consider your unworthiness of it i-nothing but
love, and that distinguishing, sovereign, rich, boundless, and everlasting.
What like this is so calculated to excite a spirit of love in the heart ~
If we ever have one spark of love in our hearts, this is the fruit of
God's love towards us. " 'IVe' love Him because He first loved us,"
and were it not for the love of God to sinful men, there never
would be one spark of love in them. "Behold what manner of love
the Father hath bestowed upon us." And love to Him creates love to
His deal' people; it creates and is connected with love to His ways,
love to His precious 'IVord, love to His day and all His ordinances.
-- Watts Wilkinson.
THE terrors of the law may break a man's peace for having sinned!
The gracr. of the Gospel only breaks a man's heart for sin.-Mason.

320

The Gospet Magazine.
~~hi~b.rs

anb

~ati!ts .of ~a.oks.

The Seven Candlesticks of God; or, A B?'ief Exposition of the Fi?'st
Three Chapters of the Book of Revelation. By W. LANCELOT HOLLAND,
M.A. London: The Hope Publishing Company. Is,
THE contents of this volume have already appeared in a small monthly
paper, but the author says, ,. I am constrained to issue them in book
form, not by the notion that they possess any literary merit, but
because I believe in the wise providence of God. He has ordered that
that portion of His inspired Word, which it has pleased Him to give to
His Church to afford them light in the days of her severest conflict
with the prince of this age and his numerous agents, should be strenuously defended from the assaults which are being made to wrench it
out of the hands of that very body for whose instruction and guidance
it was bestowed."
Some Vine-Spoiling Fo:r:es Taken " or, The T1'uth Vindicated. By ALrcE
M. HUBBARD. With an Introduction by VV. LANCELOT HOLLAND, M.A.
London: The Hope Publishing Company.
MR. HOLLAND, in his Introduction to this work, says: "In the present
day, when it is almost universally thought that one opinion upon
matters connected with the Christian Faith is as good as another (anyhow, good enough to be tolerated), and that it is bigotry to maintain
that there is such a factor existing in the world at all as definite and
definable truth, and when Christendom is nearing the goal of her
predicted apostasy to the coming Antichrist, and is beginning to
scornfully ask, 'What is Truth?' it is refreshing to find any author,
whether famous or obscure, writing with very clearly defined ideas
upon matters where indistinctness and indefiniteness upon, or at least
some deviation from, the beaten track of the plain words of Holy 'Writ
have now become elevated to a cardinal virtue."
A Basket of S~tmme1' Fmit. With, In Memoriam, "A Song of
Sighs." By Mrs. C. H. SPURGEON. London: Passmore and Alabaster.
Price Is. 6d.
SWEET and profitable thoughts, including, "Thanksgiving Street," " A
Paradox of Providence," "Faith's Sufficiency," "The Shadow of God's
'Wings," "The Night Watches," "A Feast for the Fainting," &c,

A F1'iday Night Horrm' " or, The Damn of Judas. By C. STANDER.
London: Passmore and Alabaster.
THIS is an anti-anarchic poem, in style very similar to Dante'"
Inferno, but we cannot say that we like it.
IF a man's righteousness be filthy rags, what must his unrighteousness be 1 And if our best performances are vile, what, then, must·
our worst be 1
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