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"Who comforteth us in all our tribnlation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

JESUS IN PRAYER.
" He went up irao a mountain apart to pray : and when the evening
was come, He was there alone."-MATT. xiv. 23.

THE prayers of the LORD JESUS, when He was on earth, possessed
a character of their own. They were unlike any prayers that ever
passed human lips. They were unique, because His. One of the
most striking and instructive features in the life of JESUS on earth
was the solitariness of His worship. Various Scriptures tell of
His habit of rising before day-break, seeking a solitary place, and
engaging alone, and apart, in prayer. Sometimes he continued
all night in prayer. It has been remarked that we have no instance
of His uniting in prayer with His disciples, though He doubtless
prayed in their presence. He also taught them to pray, and
encouraged them to pray perseveringly and watchfully, but He
appears not to have joined them with Himself in prayer. Why
was this ~ Surely, because His relation and theirs to the Father
essentially differed. The inspired writer of the Epistle to the
Hebrews declares the grounds on which His prayers were heardgrounds which none besides Himself could possibly claim. " He
was heard tor His piety," as the margin of the text (Heb. v. 7)
renders the original, and "for His godly fear," as the Revised
Version translates. He had direct access to the FATHER in virtue
of His own merits. He required no Mediator when He prayed.
He prayed in His own name. As Son of Man, He stood before
GOD His FATHER acceptable in Himself. He pleaded no righteous17
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ness other than His own. No mercy-seat with blood upon it was
His. Thus His worship was necessarily solitary, unique, not open
to be shared with His disciples. Ai> one has well said, "He was
a worshipper of a peculiar Order, as He was a Priest of a peculiar
Order, as a Servant of a peculiar Order. He did not owe service,
but He learnt it-He did not owe worship, but He rendered it.
He was the voluntary Servant (Exod. xxi. 5; Heb. v. 8), and the
meritorious Worshipper." These striking facts are rich in their
teaching.
If, without a Mediator, He was" heard," surely He must prevail
as the' Mediator for those who need one! His personal merits
secure access to the ear of the FATHER for all who by faith rely
upon them. "No man cometh unto the FATHER but by Me"
is but negatively to declare, "Everyone cometh to the FATHER
who comes by Me." Through the riven veil of His flesh anew and
living way is provided for faith. Grace keeps open that consecrated
way-the way of life. JESUS, who invites His exercised brethren
to draw nigh in prayer unto the FATHER, Himself on earth proved
the willingness of that FATHER'S heart to grant the humble desires
of His children. This brotherly relationship in which Jesus
glorified stands to His brethren on earth-begets in their souls
that closeness of fellowship with which nothing else can compare.
Every visit they pay the mercy-seat moves His heart in compassion
and love towards them. Their petitions all pass through His
once-pierced, high-priestly hands on their passage to the FATHERall perfumed with His fragrant merits, and purged of every defect.
Oh, what an inestimable privilege and what a powerful instrument
is that of believing prayer when so viewed and exercised!
There is one feature in the relation of JESUS to the FATHER
which ought not here to be overlooked. It involves a contrast,
as it affects His prayers on earth and His intercession in heaven.
We have no record in the four Gospels, or in the Acts of the
Apostles, that JESUS prayed after His resurrection. Praye:r was
associated with His humiliation and "obedience unto death."
Prayer was closely identified with His service, as the SON OF MAN,
and as being "under the law." When He had fulfilled all
righteousness, both actively in His life and passively in His death,
and was raised from the grave in power, He received all authority
in heaven and on earth, and was manifested as "Head over all
things to the Church, which is His body." He ascended- up on
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high, leading captivity captive (Psalm lxviii. 18), to," receive gifts
for men [in the Man, margin]." He received in His own Person
the salvation of His Church together with all "the things that
accompany salvation." Nowhere, therefore, is JESUS represented
in Scripture as praying in the glory of His exaltation. One regrets
that He should be so spoken of in some of our worship-hymns.
The intercession of our " ADVOCATE with the FATHER" does not
partake of the nature of supplication. The salvation blessings
which His redeemed people receive at His hands He has bought
and paid for to the full. They are His of mediatorial right, and
He bestows them freely. The quickening operations of the Holy
Spirit in the service, the graces of repentance and faith wrought
in the heart, a sense of forgiveness and acceptance in CHRIST, with
all other blessings of the New Covenant, are not benefits for which
He needs now to pray the FATHER, but are the fruits of His
obedience and blood, and they come to the believer immediately
from His hands on the ground of His personal and official merits.
His presence before the FATHER, as the Righteousness of His
blood-bought flock, is their claim upon the salvation of GOD. In
the words of that sweet singer in Zion, Mr. TOPLADY:" For all that come to GoD by Him
Salvation He demands;
Points to their names upon His breast,
And spreads His wounded hands.
" His sweet atoning sacrifice
Gives sanction to His claim;
• FATHER, I will that all- My saints
Be with Me where I am.' "
I ,

I,' "
c'

I~

In very truth, the Gospel blessings which believers receive and
enjoy are due to Himself in them, as a part reward of His meritorious
humiliation, His obediential life, and His atoning death. His
people are" the travail of His soul." For them He covenanted,
as SURETY, with the FATHER. For them He made Himself
personally and absolutely responsible. For them He took flesh
and blood into union with His eternal Godhead. In that fleshsinless flesh-He fulfilled all the counsels of the FATHER concerning
salvation, and His resurrection from a penal grave attested and
sealed the efficacy of His work. Accepted in that BELOVED ONE,
then, are all the believing objects of His exceeding great love.
He has nothing to pray for in their behalf! They are blessed in
Himself" with all spiritual blessings," and indeed they" shall be
blessed."
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The prayers which JESUS in humiliation offered on earth are
obtaining their plenary answer in His glorious exaltation. Let
us, therefore, beloved fellow-believers, honour Him in His
Headship" over all things" in heaven and in earth; and in all
our approaches unto the Mercy-Seat remember with praiseful
hearts that He sits there in possession of supreme authority to
administer the kingdom of GOD, and to reign until all enemies are
put under His feet. How true the lines of J OSEPH HART : " When we live on JESU'S merit,
Then we worship GOD aright;
FATHllIR, SON, and HOLY SpmIT
Then we savingly unite!
e, Hear the whole conclusion of it:Great or good whate'er we call,
GOD, or KING, or PRIEST, or PROPHET,
JESUS CHRIST is All iD all!"
THE

EDITOR.

ELECTION.
WONDERS are seen in Gospel light
Which cannot be received
By carnal men, however bright,
But are by saints believed.
God loved, and chose, and blessed His Church,
Unsought, unasked by all ;
Rejoicing over her so much,
He raised her from the Fall.
But carnal men make much ado
About this choice of God,
Wishing to force a passage through,
And bring in all the world.
The high decrees, the sovereign grace
Of our Almighty Friend,
Fixed whom He'd bless of human race,
And love them to the end.
He asked no creature's power or will,
Himself the great First Cause;
Aloud He says, " I will," " They shall
Obey My holy laws."
Ye sinful potsherds, then, be still ;
To God be glory given; .
He forms the vessels as He will,
And takes His saints to heaven.
WT.
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SECURITY IN CHRIST.
"Pre<;f!/f'ved in J e<;us Ohrist." -J UDE l.

IN the immediate prospect of leaving His leved disciples, Jesus
prayed to His Father-" Holy Father, keep through Thine own
Name those whom Thou hast given Me." He well knew the
dangers that would beset them in an evil world, and also how weak
and prone to fall into sin they were. That prayer of His illustrates
the tenderness of His care for His redeemed ones, and also the
sense of responsibility He entertains for those whom the Father
has entrusted into His mediatorial hands. It is further to be
remembered that this prayer of His was offered in closest connection
with the period of His subjection unto death-the three days
and nights of His being held penally captive under the dominion
of the curse which He became (Gal. iii. 13). Before He resigned
His life a ransom for their souls, He would commit His precious
treasure to the keeping of His Father. They were His jewels,
His sheep, His brethren. They, therefore, must be preserved for
Him, till, in the strength and virtue of His resurrection life, He
should enter upon the administration of that Headship whose
all-sufficiency over the redeemed subjects of His kingdom would
insure their preservation unto eternal glory. The morning of the
resurrection found Him possessed of His· purchased inheritance.
His Bride, the Church, when, like His type Adam, He awoke out
of sleep (Gen. iii. 21-23), was presented to Him, "bone of His
bones, and flesh of His flesh." Then had the Messianic prophecy
its spiritual fulfilment, "All My bones shall say, Lord, who is
like unto thee, which deliverest the Poor from him that is too
strong for him, yea, the Poor and the Needy from him that
spoileth Him ~ " (Ps. xxxv. 10). Not a bone of His mystical body
might be "broken," though His heel were judicially "bruised."
Fain would Satan, like the Roman soldiers who were prepared to
crush the Saviour's literal limbs with their clubs, have shattered
the members of His spiritual body in the hour of His supreme
weakness; but, by Divine decree, it might not be. " Preserved
in Jesus Christ" was the frailest saint that ever had, or will yet
have, existence. The judicial blow fell on the Head that the body
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might be saved! "He was wounded for our transgressions, He
was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was
upon Him, and with His stripes we are healed." Never was the
truth of the preservation of the people of God more potentially
illustrated than when the curse of God's broken Law fell on their
Surety and Head. CalYary triumphantly demonstrates the great
Bible truth that, so far as the chosen people Of God are concerned,
"The curse causeless shall not come" (Prov. xxvi. 2). The Divine
wrath and curse were exhausted vicariously by Jesus when He
bowed His blessed head and dismissed His spirit.
"0 Christ, what burdens bowed Thy head !
Our load was laid on Thee;
Thou sufl"red'st in the sinner's stead,
Didst bear all ill for me:
A victim led,
Thy blood was shed;
Now there's no load for me.
" Death and the curse were in our cupo Christ, 'twas full for Thee!
But Thou hast drain'd the last dark drop'Tis empty now for me!
That bitter cupLove drank it up ;
Now blessing's draught for me!
" The Father lift~d up His rodo Christ. it fell on Thee!
Thou wast sore stricken of Thy GodThere's not one stroke for me:
Thy tears, Thy blood,
Beneath it flowed;
Thy bruising healeth me.
" The Holy One did hide His fa.<:eo Christ, 'twa.s hid from Thee !
Dumb darkness wrapped Thy soul a spaceThe darkness due to me:
But now Thy face
Of radiant gra<:e
Shines forth in light on me.
" For me, Lord Jesus, Thou hast died,
And I have died in Thee !
Thou'rt risen; my bonds are all untied;
And now Thou liv'st in me.
When purified,
Made white and tried,
Thy glory then for me ! "

Thus, the vast multitude, whom no man can number, were
" preserved"-saved-in the bour of their Redeemer's weakness,
for Jesus" was crucified through weakness" (2 Cor. xiii. 4). If,
then, they were "preserved" in the extremity of His weakness,
what canIbe said of their preservation now that "He liveth by
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the power of God "~ Well is it that poor, helpless, faltering saints
should thus be " kept by the power of God," for there is not one
of them on earth to whom the truth uttered in Mr. Hart's li,nes
does not apply :" If ever it should come to pass
That sheep of Christ might fall away,
My fickle, feeble soul, alas,
Would fall a thousand times a day.
Were not Thy love as firm as free,
Thou soon would'st take it, Lord, from me.

" I on Thy promises depend,
At least, I to depend desire,
That Thou wilt love me to the end,
Be with me in temptation's fire;
Wilt for me work, and in me too,
And guide me right, and bring me through.
" No other stay have I beside:
If these can alter, I must fall,
I look to Thee to be supplied
With life, with will, with power, with all.
Rich souls may glory in their store,
But Jesus will relieve the poor."

Chosen in Christ before time was, and called by the Spirit to
know it. in the fulness of time, the believer is assured by the word
and oath of the Eternal God that he shall never perish nor be
plucked out of His omnipotent hands. Nothing in the salvation
of God's grace-favoured people is left to contingency. When the
Lord had provided an ark for the salvation of "a few, that is
eight souls," and had bidden Noah to enter into it, He did not
leave the patriarch and his family to shut the door. And for the
consolation and encouragement of trembling saints in all ages it is
recorded in a" Scripture that cannot be broken "-" And Jehovah
shut him in " (Gen. vii. 16). Again to quote Mr. Hart :" When Noah with his favoured few
Was ordered to embark,
Eight human souls, a little crew,
Entered on board the Ark.
" Though every part he might :secure
With bar, or bolt, or pin;
To make the preservation sure,
Jehovah shut him in.
"The wattlrs then might swell their tides,
The billows rage and roar ;
They could not stave the assaulted sides,
Nor burst the battered door.
"So souls that into Christ believe,
Quickened by vital faith,
Eternal life at once receive,
And never shall see death.
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" In his own heart the Christian puts
No trust; but builds his hopes
On Him that opes, and no man shuts,
And shuts, and no man opes.
" In Christ, his Ark, he safely rides,
Not wrecked by death nor sin;
How is it he so fast abides?
The Lord has shut him in ! "

Both in providence and grace the flock of Christ are shepherded
and secured. "That wicked one," who ceaselessly goeth about
seeking whom he may devour, "toucheth them not." They are
Jehovah's hidden ones. Their" life is hid with Christ in God."
They live because He lives. Thus truthfully sings J oseph Irons :" How safe are all the chosen race,
Preserved in Christ their Hea,d,
Before He calls them by His grace,
And afteJ; calling led.
" Preserved in Christ, and taught to love
His name, His saints, His word:
Preserved to gain a throne above,
And praise and love the Lord.
" Preserved when earth and hell oppose,
Preserved in life and death,
Preserved when wrath destroys their foes,
And victory crowns their faith.
" Preserved 'midst Satan's fiery darts,
Through all this wilderness:
Preserved from vile depraved hearts,
For everlasting bliss."

With, dying Moses we can but exclaim, in presence of this
abounding sovereign mercy-" Happy art thou, 0 Israel: who
is like unto thee, 0 people saved by the Lord, the Shield of thy
help, and who is the Sword of thy excellency! " (Deut. xxxiii. 29).
In the sweet confidence of faith redeemed souls are warranted to
rejoice in their Lord alway. While renouncing all fleshly resources,
and relying solely upon the keeping grace of their Covenant God,
they may continue to sing the high praises of Immanuel all along
their desert pathway until they meet Him in the glory. Oh, then,
to be "kept"! and to realize it by simple, childlike trust under
all circumstances! Yet, if doubts and fears assail us, and our
poor hearts grow sick and faint, let us fall back again on the
unchangeaJJle character and unalterable promises of our God, and
exhort ourselves in the language of dear Toplady's precious verses:
" Since my Redeemer's name is Love,
Why should I doubt His grace? .
He will not let my son I remove,
Or start from His embrace.
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.. Guided by Him, with strength Divine
1 gladly urge my way,
And more and more my path shall shine
Unto the perfect day.
.. 1 cannot from the fold dep&rt,
For Jesus is my guide;
His law is graven on my heart,
Nor shall my footsteps slide.
.• He loved me not for my desert;
(I merited His hate) ;
~or shall the love a period know,
Which never knew a date.
" By grace a free partaker made
Of His immortal root,
1 know my branch shall never fade,
Nor cease from yielding fruit.
" Glory and grace to them He gives,
For whom He gave His Son;
And God must cease from beine: love,
Ere He can hate His own ! "

Enough, enough! Has He not said, " I will in no wise fail thee,
neither will I in any wise forsake thee " ~ (Heb. xiii. 5, R.V.).
" Jesus is our Shepherd, wiping every tear,
Folded in His bosom what have we to fear?
Only let us follow whither He doth lead,
To the thirsty desert, or the dewy mead.
" Jesus is our Shepherd; well we know His voice,
How its gentlest whisper makes our heart rejoice;
Even when He chideth, tender is its tone:
None but He shall guide us; we are His alone.
H

Jesus is our Shepherd; for the sheep He bled;
Every lamb is sprinkled with the blood He shed;
Then on each He setteth His own secret sign,, They that have My Spirit, these,' saith He, • are Mine.'

" Jesus is our Shepherd; guarded by His arm,
Though the wolves may ravin, none can do us harm;
When we tread death's valley. dark wit!:! fearful gloom,
vVe will fear no evil, victors o'er the tomb.
" Jesus is our Shepherd; with His goodness now,
And His tender mercy, He doth us endow:
Let. us sing His pra.ises with a gladsome heart,
Till in heaven we meet Him, never more to part.'

"Jehovah is my Shepherd; I shall not want."

Olifton.

J. O.

MAN, in his religion, treats God as one who is to be ministered to, and
to be appeased, instead of as the blessed Receiver and Reconciler to
Himself. This is the grand difference between human and divine
religion. God's religion is grace, man's religion is works.-Anon.
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WELL-SPRINGS.
" The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and
a witness of the sufferings of Ohrist, and also a partaker of the glory that
shall be revealed: Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the
oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly,. not for filthy lucre, but
of a ready mind. Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being
ensamples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye
shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away."-l PETF.R v. 1-4.

How sublime is the work of grace in the heart of every redeemed
sinner! What a growing effect downward out of self and upward into
Christ is there, when that grace is in lively exercise.
The apostle Peter, whose words these are under divine inspiration,
has been brought down now "unto obedience and sprinkling of the
blood of Jesus Christ." Yes, the very same Peter, who was generally
the first to speak and to utter rash promises. So impetuous, so full of
, hot zeal, so forgetful·of the frailty of the human heart. Not that you or
I can cast a stone of reproach, dear reader! Daily do we, if one may
speak for others, have to mourn miserable failures, :i. wandering heart,
and a treachero1J.S, wayward will. Oh! i.t is well with us when we are
under the sanctifying, humbling hand of our God, "clothed with
humility" and content there, till He shall exalt us "in due time."
Yes, this is the same Peter who was with his Divine Master in the days
of His ministry upon earth. He, too, had been one of those favoured
"eye-witnesses of His majesty" on the Mount of Transfiguration;
had received His divine commission to "Feed My lambs," "Shepherd
(nourish) My sheep." He had" been with Jesus" in His miracles;
He had had that wondrous look of pity turned upon him from his
forgiving Lord and Master whom he had denied; he it was whose name
was first mentioned among the disciples by the angelic messenger"He is risen-He is not here . . . Go, tell His disciples and Peter that
He goeth before you into Galilee; there shall ye see Him, as He said
unto you." And that well-refining grace has purged this dear disciple's heart at length of all self-trust, and he ·is now, in the chapter
before us, a willing captive at the hand of Jesus; a humbled disciple
learning of the meek and lowly One of heart; "as a little child"
sitting at the feet of Him; walking in the light of holy fellowship, and
obeying the Divine commission to " feed the church of God which He
hath purchased with His own blood." One among" the elders." An
overseer, " a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ," is all he claims
to be! "Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but
of a ready mind. Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but
being ensamples to the flock." The margin renders it " neither overruling." What a glorious example have we of this true humility in
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the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ when on earth. How soon did
His dear disciples forget the Object·lesson before them. "What was
it that ye disputed by the wa
" was the loving rebuke of Him
Who read their hearts and kn'ew their thoughts! They were actually
whilst in His Presence disputing who should be the greatest! whilst
He was amongst them as "One that serveth "! Then in reply He
takes" a little child, and sets him in the midst of them," saying, "Verily,
verily, I say unto you, except ye be converted and become as little
children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven."
Said Jesus on another occasion, " For I have given you an example
that ye should do as I have done," after He had washed the disciples'
feet. The Great Head of the Church has appointed a place for each
member of it. There is no position nor opportunity there for any to be
"lords over God's heritage." "And He gave some apostles, and some
prophets, and some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the
perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying
of the body of Christ" (Eph. iv. 11-12). Learners one of another;
helpers of each other in their joys and sorrows; bearing one another's
burdens; privileged carriers of so small a thing as "a cup of cold
water." but which done in His Name. " shall not lose its reward." No
earthiy priest above the people; but their office ministerial and no-t
judicial, and coming down to the level of sinners saved by the same
precious blood, and preachers, heralds of the everlasting gospel to
sinners like themselves around. "And when the chief Shepherd shall
appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory, that fadeth not away."
The Chief Shepherd. What a precious title of our Lord. He called
Himself" the Good Shepherd" (John x. 2), and He is designated under
Divine inspiration by the apostle Paul, " That Great Shepherd of the
sheep" (Heb, xiii. 20). Yes, His is the sovereign right and claim to be
the first and the last; the One, the great, the good, the chief Shepherd."
"One fold and one Shepherd." Jehovah had declared it. "I will
set up one shepherd over them, and he shall feed them, even My servant
David; he shall feed them, and he shall be their shepherd. And I the
Lord will be their God, and My servant David a prince among them; I
the Lord have spoken it." Onf' Shepherd! The Chief Shepherd! The
word is full in its import. It means pre-eminen1.'e and precedence;
All the under-shepherds subject to His surveillance and dictate, not lording it over God's heritage, but learners one of another and all-people
and pastor, t~cher and taught-seeking" every good and perfect gift
which cometh down. from above, from the Father of Lights." Christ
is the chief Shepherd in His office. All a~ alike subject to Him, and
are accountable to Him, and shall render account of their stewardship
to Him-" when He shall appear."
He is chief, too, in His nature; in the dignity of His Person-He is
God over all. God manifest in the flesh. Jesus the Man of sorrows,
and yet very God of very God. The Shepherd among His sheep, the
elder Brother among His many brethren, and yet "Him hath God
highly exalted, and given Him a Name which is above every Name."
And He is chief in His qualifications. He is the" God of all grace"
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and gifts. In Him are centred all glories of the Godhead. He is full
of wisdom and power and knowledge. He is able to foresee for His
flock-to go before; to protect them; to supply their needs, to guide
and direct them. Yes, this chief Shepherd" knows His flock (John
x. 14), gathers the lambs (John x. IG), guides the sheep (Ps. xxiii. 3),
feeds them (Ps. xxiii. 1-2), cherishes them (Isa. xl. 11), protects them
from harm (Jer. xxxi. 10), leads them on so gently (Isa. lxv. 4), gave His
life for them (Zech. xiii. 7), and that they might have eternal life"
(John x. 38). We say, What has this chief Shepherd done for His
flock? Rather let us ask what has He not done for them! It was in
the mind of Jehovah ever to keep this blessed subject and object before
us in His H0ly Word. "The Shepherd of Israel" is set before us so
early as Genesis (xlix. 24) in the blessing of Joseph. Such blessed
views of the Lord Jesus Christ were to be given by type that the Divine
Author of the Book has given the majority of Israel's leaders as shepherds. Dear Mr. Ormiston sets this forth in his precious little book
Wine and Oil from Emmanuel's Land. He shows how the Lord
has chosen to teach our hearts by patriarch shepherds, prophet shepherds, and king shepherds, who were eminently raised up by Jehovah,
and chosen from among the people, to rule and feed and lead Hi.s
people Israel, and to set forth in pre-eminence the coming of "the
Great," "the Good" and "the Chief Shepherd." For they all, by
reason of infirmities of the flesh and death, must pass away; but" He
ever liveth " and" wa,s set up-constituted from everlasting." Therefore is "able to save unto the uttermost them that come unto God by
Him."
It is soon after those gracious utterances from the heart of the Divine
Shepherd of His soon to be blood-bought sheep (John x. etc.) that we
have a blessed view of Him (in Luke xxiv. 50-53) shepherding, leading,
going before His little flock as far as Bethany, and there giving them
His parting blessing. He is leading them out to the pasturage of rich
blessing. It is the last view of Him as their Shepherd on earth. " And
He led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up His hands, and
blessed them. And it came t{) pass while He blessed them, He was
parted from them, and carried up into heaven." Their Shepherd was
the true, the Great, the only High Priest. "Such. an High Priest"
to dispense these heavenly, blood-bought blessings with outstretched
hands! The blessing is continuous, and He is coming again "in like
manner" to bless His people. "While He blessed them He was parted
from them." He will perfect that blessing in His waiting, hoping
longing people, when He comes the second time, apart from sin unto
salvation.
The Holy Spirit has in His gracious consideration for our oft wearying
hearts-sick at hope deferred-given us a glimpse within the veil
where faith views the Chief Shepherd at h0me with His flock, eternally
shut in! Turn to Rev. vii. 13-17, where we read, " And ona of the
elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in
white robes? and whence came they? And I said unto him, S~:r,
thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of
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great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white
in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they before the throne of
God, and serve him day and night in His temple; and He that sitteth
on the throne shall dwell among them. They shall hunger no more,
neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any
heat. For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them,
and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters; and God shall
wipe away all tears from their eyes."
There is the Chief Shepherd. He is "in the midst of the throne,"
crowned with His regal rights; there in the midst of His blood-bought
throng, who praise Him day and night, and cast their crowns before His
feet Who is worthy! Beloved reader! May grace-sustained hearts be
much set upon the coming of our Chief Shepherd from Whose hallds
His blood-bought sheep look to receive that crown of everlasting life
which fadeth not away! Such an heritage may well temper and tone
our lives now and its anticipation keep our heart's affection "set"
upon our heavenly treasures, whilst even now we come under the
blessing of the apostolic prayer-" The very God of Peace sanctify you
wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit ..nd soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Faithful
is He that calleth you, Who will also do it" (l Thess. v. 23, 24).
I.

0 Holy Spirit, let Thy work go on
Within my soul-There testify of Christ;
Apply His precious blood, subdue my sins,
And let my conversation be in heaven.
I sigh, I wrestle to get free from earth,
To walk.with God, and breath my native air;
Then shall my heaven begin, and I shall gain
Perpetual foretastes of eternal bliss.
The element in which my soul would live.
Is perfect holiness in love divine;
A closer fellowship with God I crave.
To dwell in God, and God to dwell in me,
Apart from earth, above the carnal world,
As one intent upon celestial things;
Just on the confines of eternal bliss,
And waiting for the holiness of Heaven."

R.

A SCRIBE may be much instructed; he may look at the house of
glory, and speak of its costliness, tell of the trophies of David, and of
the customs of Solomon, which hang there; but all the time be only a
visitor. He may pass through all this grandeur, without appropriating
faith, without his soul carrying the sense that he is at home in this
wealthy place. While another may have less faculty to unfold these
customs, and decipher those trophies, or to weigh the gold and silver
of the house; but, withal, he may have that precious faith which
blessedly appropriates all that it sees, be it more or less, and thus makes
him not a visitor, but a child at home, in God's house.-Anon.
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WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY ~
JOB. xxvii.

" MOREOVER Job continued his parable, and said, As God liveth,. who
hath taken away my judgment, and the Almighty who hath vexed
my soul; all the while my breath is in me, and the Spirit of God is in
my nostrils; my lips shall not speak wickedness, nor my tongue utter
deceit." The Holy Spirit inspiring this Book of Job gives us in this
word-parable authority to look for a deeper meaning in the words of
the patriarch than what appears on the surface. There are few
parables in the Old Testament. Balaam took up his parable; David,
in Psalm xlix., opened his mouth; Ezekiel, Micah, and Habakkuk
were sent to the house of Israel to speak in parables; but pre-eminently
our Lord Jesus, the Prince of prophets, spoke to the multitude in
parable, and when He was alone with His disciples interpreted to
them the mysteries. Let us seek His fellowship alone and He will
open our understandings and reveal to us Job's parable and imitate
him in tracing all that happens to us to the gracious design of our
Father to humble us and to prove us. When He appoints for us to
be erroneously judged, that He may try the faith and patience He
bestows, let us "consider Him that endured such contradiction of
sinners against Himself, lest we be weary and faint in our minds."
How necessary is that injunction, "Keep yourselves in the love of
God," when we are ready to say with Job, " The Almighty hath vexed
my soul," from a firm conviction that no other hath devised, no other
hand hath mingled the bitter ingredients in my cup; therefore LOVE
is at the bottom of my chalice of sorrow, and if I drain it I shall find
the sweetness! How shall we keep ourselves in the love of God ~
but by dwelling on His infinite gift of His Son and His unchangeable
nature; that He is " the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness
nor shadow of turning"; therefore one purpose of love must be in
the potion He mixes for me, therefore I take it from Him with the
same confidence as a loving, well-disciplined child t.akes the unpalatable
medicine from his mother, knowing it must be for his good, or mother
would not give it. It is good to resolve with Job while breath lasts
naturally, and, as the parable bids, look for a spiritual sense, couched
in his words, the breath of prayer and praise, the breathing of the
Divine Spirit making intercession for us, "I will keep my mouth
with a bridle" that my tongue utter no deceit! He who searcheth
the hearts shall not find deceit in my tongue, for I hate, by His grace,
every false way, and He who hath made me upright I depend on to
keep me upright ~ He that doeth truth cometh to the light that his
deeds may be made manifest that they are wrought in God."
" God forbid that I should justify you: till I die I will not remove
mine integrity from me." There are some things in the experience
of every child of God that will do to live and die maintaining; and
that which is wrought in God no man may rob us of. Job might seem
to his friends a deceiver, and his hope folly, but he knew the integrity
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of his confidence, and clung to it with the tenacity of a drowning man.
" My -righteousness I hold fast and will not let it go: my heart shall
not reproach me so long as I live." That this was not self-righteousness
we have alrea.dy Been abunda.nt proof (chapter ix. 15, 20, 21, 30, 31).
Therefore he was right to cling to the imputed righteousness of God
which is "unto all and upon all that believe," and therefore they
hold it fast, tor it holds them fast, and their hearts who trust in it
shall not reproach them for such confidence in it as long as they live.
Lord, give us the faith of Job in the Lord our Righteousness; bestow
upon us this grip that we may honour Thee, believing that we are
justified in it " from all things from which we could not be justified
by the law of Moses." And this justification by faith issues in
carefulness to "maintain good works," as the Apostle Paul insists
three times in the Epistle to Titus ii. 14; iii. 8, 14. St. James equally
argues "faith without works is dead also," and the Apostle
John declares, "He that doeth righteousness is righteous." So,
taught by the same Spirit, the patriarch was asserting his faith when
he said, "My righteousness I hold fast and will not let it go "; and
not an inoperative faith, but a faith that works by love, leading him
to do " that which is lawful and right," for which his heart would not
reproach him as long as he lived, for he had the testimony that he
pleased God thereby. But since believers are "perfect in Christ
Jesus," "ye are complete in Him," "accepted in the Beloved";
no thread of our own weaving must ever be allowed to mingle in the
warp or woof of that" fine linen which is the righteousness of saints"
in which the Bride of Christ is to be arrayed. The wedding garment
is the gift of the Fath.er. The Spirit':; work in us, conforming us to
the image of the Son, is to be carefully distinguished from the finished
work of the Lord our Righteousness, though necessa,ry to our
appropriation and evidence that we are justified by faith that worketh
by love.
" Let mine enemy be as the wicked, and Ihe that riseth against me
as the unrighteous. For what is the hope of the hypocrite, though
he batb gained, when God taketh away his soul?" Let is God's
imperative mood; thus it shall be. We are not to conclude that Job
was vindictive in spirit, and wished his friends to bE' for ever banished
from God's presence; thus it shall be with the enemies of the truth
and with hypocrites, though they gain the whole world.
" Will God hear his cry when trouble cometh upon him?" He is
no hypocrite of whom it can be said that God hears his cry when
trouble cometh upon him, and the very evidence that he cri"-s to God
is pro(1t of sincerity. Here is a good tl'st of true religion for those
who are harassed by Satan lest they should prove to be hypocrites.
" He will be very gracious unto thee at the voice of thy cry: when
He shall hear it He will answer thee."
"Will he delight himself in the Almighty? Will he always call
upon God?" This is another splendid test of our state before God.
What we delight in we love. If the greatness, the majesty of the
Almighty do not awe, so as to produQe slavish fear, it must be that
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the love of God has been shed abroad in "ur hearts by the Holy Ghost
given unto us, so that we realise that all the attributes of God are on
our side, that His Almightiness is our security, " able to do exceeding
abundantly for us above all that we ask or think, according to the power
." that worketh in us." Then we delight in the Almighty as our own
God, our Salvation, Defence, Provider, and our All! Then we turn,
as the needle to pole, in our daily life as to an invisible Friend.
" Always call upon God," "trust in Him at all times, ye people; pour
out your hearts before Him. God is a refuge for us." Like Nehemiah,
before the king we srnd up an ejaculatory prayer before we answer,
to seek wisdom and success. When in prosperity praise is called
forth, and in temptation, affliction, sorrow, or whatever else, there
is but one course-always call upon God. Miraclrs like the dividing
of the Red Sea are not extinct, for many have proved a sea of affiiction,
parted. hither and thither for them to pass through the midf't and
come out on the other side with songs of rejoicing. If the habit of
your life is to" always call upon God," be of good cheer. 0 child of
God, come joy or come sorrow, happy art thou. It must be well.
" It is well." No hypocritr WQuld imitate your example.
"I will teach you by the hand of God: that which is with the
Almighty will 1 not conceal." Lessons of exprrience concerning (R.V.)
the hand of God are only to be learnt from believers. Job was able
to teach what he himseif had le9rnt in God's school of trial; then!
we must each learn for ourselves how mighty that hand is! How
sure its leading and guiding! How upholding is the right hand of
Omnipotence, how tender its pressure, how sustaining its gentleness,
and how glorious its deliverance! Job had known much of His
all-bountiful hand, and now that he was called upon to rxperience
a taking hand he cannot dispute the sovereign right of Him who
bestowed so freely to resume those gifts at His pleasure; nor would
he conceal that which is the Almighty Disposer of all ,event.s, but bear
witness to the truth and faithfulness, righteousness and judgment
that characterize all His dealings with the children of men.
"Behold, all ye yourselves have seen it: why then are ye thus
altogether vain ~" All men have seen the hand of God in the material
creation; they are intensely blind who see not the finger of Deity in
the marvels of His works. in the heavens, earth, air, and sea! And
all can see the wonders of His providence, caring for all His creatures
with beneficent hand, and the great things of His governmental dealings
amidst the nations. Why, then, are they altogether vain who deny it ~
Oh, why 1 "This is the portion of a wicked man with God, and the
heritage of oppressors, which they shall receive of the Almighty."
"Because when thry knew God (in His works) they glorified Him
not as God, neither were thankful, but because vain in their imaginations," because they hardened their hearts in unbelief. He gave
them over to judicial hardness of heart. This is the portion they shall
receive of the Almighty, unless He extend His grace to them and cause
this Word of God to come with convincing power by the Divine Spirit
to their hearts. Then shall this Scripture be profitable for reproof and
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for Instruction in righteousness, for "every Word of God is
pure."
" If his children be multiplied, it is for the sword: and his offspring
shall not be satisfied with bread." This parable warrants us to see
two aspects of the sword-the sword of Divine justice, and "the
two-edged sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God, a piercing
even to the dividing asunder of the soul and spirit, and is a discerner
of the thoughts and intents of the heart." How many we see of the
children of the wicked not satisfied with bread, emaciated, and half·fed.
Let us seek grace for our offspring that they may be abundantly
satisfied with the bread of life, for in our "Father's house is bread
enough and to spare." Even in this shall not there is grace underlying,
for" Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every Word that
proceedeth out of the mouth of God." "Thy words were found and
I did eat them, and Thy Word was to me the joy and the rejoicing
of my heart." Satisfying indeed!
" Those that remain of him shall be buried in death: and his ,vidows
shall not weep." Can there be a deeper meaning here ~ Yes;
"the remnant according to t·he election of grace" are buried with
Christ by b>l.ptism unto death, and rus widows" sorrow not as them
that have no hope" concerning them that sleep in Jesus.
" Though he heap up silver as the dust, and pn'pare raiment as the
clay, he may prepare it; but the just shall put it on, and the innocent
shall divide the silver." How much better it is to " incline thine ear
unto wisdom, and apply trune heart to understanding." If thou
seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as fO! hid treasures with the
same intense application as the men of the world heap up silver, only
the spiritually-minded do pursue after heavenly wisdom with the
same avidity and earnestness, and they who do are rich indeed! How
vain it is to " prepare raiment," yet the life of many is taken up with
no better occupation than the frivololls one of toiling for others to
wear, and amassing money for others to spend. The just are not
lacking either raiment, natural or spiritual, for God, who gave His
Son to be our robe of righteousness, will with Him freely give us all
things and let us "divide the silver."
" He buildeth his house as a moth, and as a booth that the keeper
maketh." The moth's house is proverbially soon destroyed; happy
is he who has built upon a firm foundation, sure, elect, precious, who
has "a building of God" to look forward to when this earthly
tabernacle is dissolved, and "whose Builder and Maker is God," for
His building shall never be as the spider's web or as the moth's.
Contrast with the booth that the keeper maketh, Zion, the city of our
solemnities-a tabernacle that shall not be t·ak,n down; not one of
the stakes thereof shall ever be removed, neither shall any of the cords
thereof be broken. "Behold the tabernacle of God is with men, and
He will dwell with them."
"The rich man shall lie down, but he shall not be gathered; he
openeth his eyes, and he is not." What a portion hath the rich ma~ !
He shall lie down in death! he shall not be gathered as wheat into the
18
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heavenly garner! but burned as chaff in unquenchable fire. He said
to himself, "Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years;
take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. But God said unto him,
Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee, then whose
shall those things be that thou hast provided? So is he that layeth
up treasure for himself and is not rich towards God."
" Terrors take hold on him as water3, a tempest stealeth him away
in the night." How pitiable is the sinner who has lived in carelessness
and contempt of God when terrors take hold of him ! Yet even in
this there is "the deep that coucheth beneath," for there is mercy
for some when the terror from God is sent in loving kindness tD drive
the soul to seek refuge in the clefts of the RDck, while others are left
for a tempest of wrath to steal them away in a night. "Behold, at
eveningtide trouble, and before morning he is not" (!sa. xvii. 14-).
And where is he? How terrible the doom of those who forget God !
Better to suffer the terrors of Sinai now, and be led by the Jaw, as our
schoolmaster, unto Christ, and find rest unto our souls, than await
the terror of the king of terrors and suffer the torment, "where their
worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched."
"The east wind carrieth him away, and he departeth: and as a
storm hurleth him out of his place." Is there another aspect to this
parable, full of judgment for the wicked? Yes, we find it in Isaiah
xxvii. 8: "In measure when it shootl'th forth thou wilt debate with
it: He stayeth his rough wind in the day of the east wind." Blessed
are they for whom even the rough wind is stayed! The wind and the
whirlwind are natural forces under the alone control of Omnipotence.
Who can either command or calm the wind but God? Scientific men
can forecast what kind of wind we shall have, but only Almighty
power can restrain it. Therefore, when our Lord said to the tumultuous
and boisterous wind and waves, "Peace, be lItill, and there was a
great calm," they that were in the ship came and worshipped Him,
and said, " Of a truth Thou art the Son of God." We h~ve heard this
year how the force of the wind carried away the North Pier at
Scarborough, as if to manifest what Almighty power can do. Child
of God, be of good cheer, for" all things are yours." Even the winds
obey Him who is your everlasting Father, and He can use them, the
forces of nature, to rend the mountains that you daily set before the
Lord, and carry them completely away! "Is there anything too hard
for Me? "
" For God shall cast upon him, and shall not spare: he would fain
flee out of His hand." How different the lot of those the Lord caUs
His "jewels-and I will spare them as a man spareth his own son
that serveth him." There is no fleeing out of His hand of vengeance,
and great a rontrast to be hidden in the shadow of His hand.
" Men shall clap their hands at him and shall hiss him out of his
place." We caunot forget their God, in righteous judgment, made
Jerusalem and the land a hissing (Jer. xviii. 16) for their contempt of
Rim wno nad made the cnildren of Israel a peculiar people to Himself.
He had enjoinp.d them, " 0 clap your hands, all ye people, shout unto
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God with the voice of triumph"; but they preferred to delight
themselves in vain gods and in retribution. He caus-ed men to clap
their hands at them, and made them a perpetual hissing. But here
lies the parable: We who are " found in Christ" and thus identified
with Him, having lost our independence as a woman does when she is
married, have been and are" crucified with Christ" who suffered the
wrath of God, due to our contempt of Him, and was treated with
foul est contempt when" they that p:tssed by reviled Him, wagging their
heads. Likewise also the chief priests and scribes, mocking Him, said,
He saved others, Himself He cannot save"; for our sakes, He hid not
His face from shame and spitting. "Behold, what wondrous love" !
M.-\RY.

"ENOCH WALKED WITH GOD."
To walk with God~He is our life!
With Him agreed, no longer strife,
But bles~ing full and free:
A sinner saved, the past forgiven,
Ransomed from death, a home in heaven,
And th~re His face to see.
To walk with God, like Enoch, we,
Called, ehosen, and from sin set free,
Our faith shines bright and clear,
In Christ Who is the Living Way,
His Spirit guiding night and day;
And love that casts out fear.
To walk with God, while here below,
The narrow path, all else forego,
'Mid sorrow, shame, and loss;
No resting place but in His love,
His smile upon us from above,
Like Him to bear the cross.
To walk with God, no change He knows,
He ne'er will leave us to our foes.
Away with fear and dread!
The same to·day as yesterday,
He will be with us all the way,
Guided by Him our Head.'
October, 1904.

F.J.W.

" LET me not eat of their dainties" (Ps. cxli. 4). Our souls are
warned that the" evil one," against whom the Spirit of the Lord cries
in the righteous, have their "dainties," their beguiling temptations,
to ensnare, if it were possible, even the elect.-Anon.
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THE CHRISTIAN ARMED WITH CHRIST.
" Take unto you the whole armour of God."-EpH. vi. 13.

AMONG other characters which God's believing people bear, that of a
soldier is certainly one of the most prominent. And the apostle,
speaking of himself and fellow-believers, says, "Though we walk in
the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: for the weapons of our warfare
are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds, casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth
itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every
thQught unto the obedience of Christ" (2 Cor. x. 3, 5). So that though
the Christian is one who knows what it is to " groan, being bmdened,"
yet there are precious seasons when he knows what it is to "take the
whole armour of God," by which he " withstands in the evil day" of
adversity, temptation, affiiction, and pE'rsecution; "and having done
all " that is truly good by Christ living in him, he stands, a monument
of grace amidst the winds of false doctrine, the clouds of dark providences, the tempests of reproach, the floods of temptation, and the
hurricanes of persecution. And as all the strength the believer
possesses is from his Covenant head, the Lord Jesus Christ, so the
armour he is privileged to wear is none other than Christ: thus it is
that the apostle Peter exhorted the saints to whom he wrote in these
words: "Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh,
arm yourselves likewise with the same mind" (1 Peter iv. 1). And
the apostle Paul speaks of the" armour of righteousness, on the right
hand and on the left" (2 Cor. vi. 7), as well as of " the armour of light"
(Rom. xiii. 12).
Here, then, the Christian is described as armed-first, with the
sufferings of Christ; secondly, with the righteousn<'ss of Christ~;
and, thirdly, with the light of Christ. First, then, let us consider
how the Christian becomes armed with the sufferings of Christ.
And in order to have clear views of this we shall observe seven
distinct positions of the Lord Jesus Christ in His life on earth.
First, Christ passed through all the temptations of the devil, rather
than not feel for his people amidst Satan's attacks.. The devil tempted
Him to despair of God's supplying Him with what He needed for the
support of life, and suited his bait to the fittest season: for when the
devil said, "Command that these stones be made bread," Christ had
been "fasting forty days and forty nights, and hungered." He
tempted Christ to presumption, and in this temptation suited the
snare to Christ's situation; for being" on a pinnacle of the temple,"
the devil said to Him, " Cast Thyself down: for it is written, He shall
give His angels charge concerning Thee, and in their hands they shall
bear Thee up, lest at any time Thou dash Thy foot against a stone."
He tempted Christ to infidelity, blasphemy, and covetousness, for
suiting his gin to Christ's circumstances, by taking Him up into an
exceeding high mountain, and showing Him all the kingdoms of the
world, and the glory of them, he saith unto Him, " All these things
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will I give Thee, if Thou wilt fall down and worship me." Therefore
Christ's followers cannot be tempted with unbelief, presumption,
infidelity, blasphemy, worldly-mindedness, pride, covetousness,
discontentment, fleshly indulgences, carelessness, or hypocrisy, but
Jesus can feel for them in these fiery attacks of the wicked one,
and proportion his people's strength to the hour of trial. Neither can
the sympathizing, delivering, and soul-supporting power of Christ be
known unless we pass through the temptations of the devil. The
apostle says, " Now for a season, if need be ye are in heaviness through
manifold temptations." There is, dear ,believer, a needs-be for
passing through the temptations of the devil, for these temptations
so stir up the scum and filth of our hearts that we more fully discover
the ipreciousness of Christ. Through temptation how precious Christ
becomes as a prophet, teaching us the wonders of His love, which
fixed upon us, in full view of our filthiness, the riches of His mercy,
which, by His own blood, removes all our defilement; and the glories
of His grace, by which we are supplied with faith to realize interest
in all His undertakings on our behalf. Should we contract guilt upon
our consciences while passing through temptation, how precious He
becomes as our Priest, when faith is drawn into exercise upon His
atoning death and prevalent intercession, and the Holy Ghost gives
us to know, in our soul's experience, the bloo.d of sprinkling. And
should we be enabled to stand, how precious He is beheld by us after
the temptation, as our King keeping up His authority, dignity, and
power in the soul, and preserving us amidst a thousand snares, or
delivering us from falling into some particular sin, towards which we
were strongly leanin~: and we must be sure nothing but His own
power kept us, for the devil urged us so vehemently, the world drew
us so unexpectedly, the sin presented itself in forms so pleasing to the
flesh, and we all but fell into the deep-laid snare of the powers of
darkness. Why did we not fall 1 Because Christ reigns. Thus
heavenly wisdom, atoning worth, cleansing blood, and reigning power
are learnt by passing through the temptations of the drvil.
Secondly, Christ passed through all the miseries of this world, rather
than not know the circumstances of His people. "He had not where
to lay His head" (Matt. viii. 20). "He was hungry," but could
obtain nothing to eat (Mark xi. 12), and thirsty, but was refused water
to drink (John iv. 9). So poor that He had not wherewith to pay the
tax gatherers (Matt. xvii. 25). Many of His professed friends turned
their backs upon Him (John vi. 66). His real friends were ashamed
of and forsook Him (Matt. xxvi. 56, 74). Was tossed about in a storm
(Mark iv. 3R). Was suspected as a deceiver even by His best friends
(Luke xxiv. 21). And knew what it was to groan in the Spirit and be
troubled (John xii. 33). Therefore Christ's true disciples may be
brought into such circumstances as to be distressed for want of the
common necessaries of life, be tossed about with a multitude of cares
and affiictions, be oppressed with poverty, be wounded with unfounded
suspicions concerning their character, be made to groan by those who
appeared the kindest friends becoming the strongest foes, be constrained
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to sigh because uniting with a professed church of Christ, expecting
to be sympathized with in affiiction, to be comforted in sorrow, or
loved in adversity: they find in the room of these things malice, envy,
wrath, strife, hatred, variance, and dissimulation; yea, they may be
troubled on every side, yet Jesus has been here before them, and will
sooner or later appear, to His children's joy: for the promise is sure,
" In the world ye shall (not you may) have tribulation; but be of good
cheer, I have overcome the world." No "good cheer" without
"tribulation." "Good cheer" is always welcome when matters have
appeared cheerless, and cannot be understood by any but those who
are" troubled on every side."
Thirdly, Christ passed through all the reproaches and persecutions
of the world, rather than be ashamed of one of His people. The
publicans and worst of sinners were generally His chief attendants;
this caused the Pharisees to be perpetually murmuring at Him; and
on one occasion they exclaimed, "This Man receiveth sinners." It
is a. most blessed truth that Christ does receive sinners, and none but
sinners, for said He, "I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to
repentance." But the meaning of the Pharisees was, that He was
an Antinomian, and loved sin. Yet Jesus would not send the
" sinners" away, but endured the reproach cast upon Him by the
Pharisees, rather than be ashamed of one of the purchase of His blood;
and spoke a parable for the encouragement of the poor creatures
around Him, wherein He showed there was more joy in heaven over
one of these despised and falsely-called Antinomians than there was
over the whole body of self-righteous Pharisees. When the poor
woman went into Simon's house to wash Christ's feet, wipe them with
the hairs of her head, and anoint Him with ointment, Simon the
Pharisee began to think Christ was an Antinomian, :l.nd t-o suspect
Him as a deceiver; for, said he, "This Man, if He were a prophet,
would have known who and what woman this is that toucheth Him,
for she is a sinner." But Jesus endured the reproach rather than be
ashamed of this poor sin-sick soul, and said to her, "Thy sins are
forgiven," " go in peace." When Christ opened the eyes of the man
born blind, the Pharisees immediately declared He was not of God,
and said, "We know this man (Christ) is a sinner." But Jesus passed
through the reproach, not being ashamed to acknowledge the man
born blind, as an object of His eternal love, and reveals Himself unto
him. The constant cry of the Pharisees concerning Christ was, "He
hath a devil, and is mad"; and their scheme was, "that if any man
confessed that He was Christ, he should be put out of the synagogue"
(John ix. 22). And the cry of the Pharisees now concerning the
followers of Christ, who love a finished salvation in preference to
human merit, who love imputed righteousness in preference to common
morality, and who love the strength of Christ's Spirit in preference
to their own, that they are" devils and madmen," " Antinomians and
bigots," "narrow-minded and dangerous." The scheme of the
Pharisees now is the same as it was in Christ's day. If any man
confesses Christ in the sovereignty of His love, the efficacy of His blood,
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and the power of His grace, he is refused the society of the "pious,
merit-mongering free-willers" around him. Jesus, however, was not
ashamed of His children then, amidst the reproaches that were heaped
npon Him, and all who know the power of His truth refuse to be
ashamed of Him, when in their right minds. I S3oy, when in their
right minds, for sometimes shame adheres to them so close that they
would sooner say or do anything than their principles should be
known. But though they may endeavour to smother the candle of
life in their souls by the bushel * of " fleshly fear," the candle shall burn
so bright and so powerful that fleshly fear itself shall sooner or later be
obliged to give way, and" their light shall shine before men." What
Sampson said to the Philistines in his day will apply with equal
propriety to the world of carnal professors in all ages, " If ye had not
plowed with my heifel', ye had not found out my riddle." If the
Philistines had not been along with Samson's wife, they would not have
understood his riddle, for it was to his wife he told the Sfcret. And
what was this riddle? "Out of the eater came forth meat, and out of
the strong came forth sweetness." Yes, this is the riddle that our
spiritual Samson, the Lord Jesus Christ, reveals to His wife the
Ohurch; the riddle which will be an everlasting task to Arminians,
Infidels, and Oarnal men: but the riddle which will cause God's
Church to shout throughout eternity. A great writer t has somewhere
such an observation as this, "Satan neither stole nor forced his way
into Paradise." He was by Christ observed, watched, and well known
in his hellish plot to ruin our first parents, and through His permission
Satan entered Eden: then the roaring lion, in the shape of a serpent,
eat up all their innocency, perfection, and obedience: and by his
mighty force overcame our earthly Head. But this was the way, the
only way, the high way, by which" the body of Christ" should become
meat for His redeemed, and the way by which should be opened up
the honey of eternal, electing, and sovereign love, which determined
upon owning them as sons of God, in view of the Adam fall transgression. This" sweetness," this "meat," could never have been
known had Adam remained perfect. Salvation could never have been
sung had Adam remained perfect. Christ could not have been heard
of had Adam remained perfect. Heaven could never have been
anticipated had Adam remained perfect. Grace could never have
been seen had Adam remained perfect. Mercy could never have
flowed had Adam remained perfect. We should have only had a
Creature righteousness had Adam remained perfect; but now is
imputed to us Creator righteousness. We should have only had
natural holiness had Adam remained perfect; but now a way is opened
up by which we have spiritual holiness. We should have only had
an earthly nature had Adam remained perfect; but now we are made
" partakers of the Divine nature." Who then that feels the sweetening
efficacy of these things can refrain from joining in with the apostle,
* Matt. v. 15.

t I think Toplllody.
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"God be thanbd that ye were the servants of sin" (Rom.
Thus, as the poet sings,-

VI.

17).

.. Sin for my good shall work and win,
Though 'tis not good for me to sin."

This?great secret the Church of God learns by passing through
affliction, persecution, and reproach; but if the religious Philistines
know anything about it, they derive all their light and knowledge from
Christ's wife. Thus the" ungodly borroweth and payeth not again" :
they light up the lamps of their profession from the oil of life in those
they despise and persecute, but when the cry is made, "Behold the
Bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet Him," there will be no borrowing
then, and their lamps will be gone out; and true believers will then
know the meaning of that promise, "He shall appear to your joy,
and they shall be ashamed."
Fourthly, Christ endured the contradiction of sinners against
Himself, rather than not do good to His people. When He went up
to the temple to teach, "some said, He is a good man; others said
Nay: but He deceiveth the people." When He spoke of Moses' law,
the people immediately cried, "Thou hast a devil." When He
referred to His atoning death, by which all the law's demands were
paid, saying, "I lay down My life for the sheep," the Pharisees
exclaimed, "He hath a devil and is mad; why hear ye Him 1 "
When one was brought unto Him possessed with a devil, blind and
dumb, and He healed him insomuch that the blind and dumb both
spake and saw, the Pharisees cried out, " This fellow doth not cast out
devils but by Beelzebub the prince of the devils." When He said,
''.My sheep shall never perish," they took up stones to stone Him.
When He was arraigned at Pilate's bar, "they blindfolded Him, and
struck Him on the face, and asked Him, saying, Prophesy, who is it
that smote Thee 1" "And many other things blasphemously spoke
they against Him" (Luke xxii. 65). Yet through all this, and a vast
quantity more of the same character, the Son of God passed, fixed
, upon the good He was determined to communicate to His people.
And all the followers of Christ must expect the same sort of treatment,
"for if they have called the Master of the house, Beelzebub, they
cannot be very kind or courteous to them of His household." "John
came neither eating nor drinking, and they said, he hath a deviL"
Why was this 1 Because he had the truth of Christ in him, which all
the devil's children hate being fond of their father. "The Son of-Man
came eating and drinking, and they say, Behold a man gluttonous,
and a wine-bibber, a friend of publicans and sinners." Why was this?
Ht; had the truth of His Father's counsels in Him concerning His
people's salvation; and this the serpent's seed cannot bear, because
God's" secret is only with them that fear Him."
Fifthly, Christ laboured night and day rather than that His people
should have one thing to do in- order to get to heaven. Thus it is
recorded of Him that "He went about doing good" (Acti'l x. 38),
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and "continued all night in prayer to God" (Luke vi. 12).
at such seasons that, as Dr. Watts sweetly sings,-
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It was

,. Oold mounta.ins a.nd the midnight a.ir
Witness'd the fervour of His prayer."

.Every sigh the dear Redeemer heaved, every groan which issued
from His heart, every miracle He wrought, every sermon He preached,
and every reproach He endured, was for the purpose of saving His
people freely, fully, and everlastingly. And none who "follow the
Lamb whithersoever He goeth " can hope in any other work than His.
Sixthly, Christ permitted Himself to be betrayed by one of His
professed friends, rather than deceive His people. Judas could not
have betrayed Christ had not Christ permitted him, though Christ
did not infuse this sin into him, for we read, when "Satan entered
into Judas" to strengthen him in his intention to betray Christ, then
it was the Prince of Life said, "That thou doest, do quickly." And
when Ont! of Christ's disciples drew his sword to defend his Master in
Gethsemane's garden, Jesus said, "Put up thy sword into its place;
thinkest thou not that I cannot now pray to my Father, and He shall
presently give me more than twelve legions of angels? But how
then shall the Scriptures be fulfilled thftt thus it must be?" He
taught the prophet, 700 years before He came in the flesh, to proclaim
to His Church concerning Himself: "He was oppressed, and He was
afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth; He is brought as a lamb to
the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so He
opened not His mouth" (Isaiah liii. 7). And Jesus did not open His
mouth against Judas the betrayer and his band; but, "knowing all
things that should come upon him, went forth," saying to them,
" This is your hour, and the power of d.arkness." It is your hour when
your wicked determinations shall be permitted to be done, and the
hour when the powers of darkness shall be permitted to triumph;
and if the powers of darkness were permitted to have dominion over
Christ for a season, in order that He might crush the machinations
of hell, and bring glory to Himself and people, by a fuller display of
His eternal power and Godhead, no wonder if J ehovah does see fit
at times to permit the enemies of His people to cry for a season,
" Ab, ah, so would we have it"; in order that His people may be
stripped of every false covering, brought out of every lying shelter,
and delivered from every false refuge; and that He may make to
Himself" a glorious name," by " raising up the poor out of the dust,
and lifting up the beggar from the dunghill," while" the bows of the
mighty men are broken," and" the proud helpers do stoop"under Him."
Seventhly, Christ passed through all the wrath of God rather than
that one of His people should be lost. He said, "If it be possible,
let this cup pass from Me ": if my people cannot everyone be delivered
from the awful curse of Thy holy law, except I endure it, "Thy will
be done." And as all the flood-gates of divine vengeance, which the
church deserved, fell upon Him, He says, "Deep calleth unto deep
at the noise of Thy waterspouts; all Thy waves and Thy billows have
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gone over Me." Depth of guilt called for a depth of punishment;
depth of rebellion called for a depth of wrath; depth of sin c'111ed for
a depth of suffering: all of whieh fell upon Christ; and having suffered
all the law demanded on the behalf of the Church, He cried, "It is
finished: and gave up the ghost." "It is finished; I have suffered
enough, -justice is satisfied, the law is magnified, My people are made
free, and God is glorified." Therefore, all who know the divine power
of the Holy Ghost, arm themselves with Christ's sufferings, for they
would rather pass through all the harassing temptations of the devil,
than not know the depravity of their nature, and the preciousness of
Christ: they would rather pass through all the miseries of this world
than not know what it is to triumph in Christ: they would rather
have their names cast out as evil, and be persecuted for Christ's name
sake, than give up the truth of Christ: they would rather be deceived
in a thousand ways by others, than deceive themselves with false
hopes of heaven, or deceive others by a false appearance: they would
rather be falsely suspected and shunned as dangerous, than be without
the inward smile of the Father, the internal shinings of Christ, and
the secret earnests of the Spirit: they would rather mourn the hidings
of God's face, groan under darkness of mind, and sigh by reason of
barren feelings and little faith, than walk in the sparks of their own
kindling." They would rather be called Antinom:ians, than take any
of the glory of salvation. And they would rather be deprived of all
earthly comforts, earthly ease, or earthly honours, than not know
that their" treasure is in heaven," and that" having nothing," they
"possess all things" in Christ. Every man or woman that makes
this choice is a Christian, and knows what Peter means wht'n he says,
" Forasmuch as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves
likewise with the same mind." But where there is no cross there is
no Christianity; therefore a Christian is one who, in the manner I have
now described, takes up his cross daily and follows Christ.
In the next place we will look how the Christian is armed with the
righteousness of Christ. And in noticing this, I would observe, the
believer is armed on the right hand with the perfection of Christ's
salvation, and on the left hand with the effects of His salvation. The
perfection of Christ's salvation consists in these two things. First,
His giving such a satisfaction for sin, as that the law cannot make a
second demand upon the sinner; as that holiness cannot be at war
with the sinner; and as that God cannot frown upon the sinner.
And, secondly, His bringing in that righteousness by which His people
sha.ll be everlastingly justified, immutably perfect, and infinitely
glorious. In order to know whether the law can make a second
demand upon a believer, let us enquire what right the law has to make
any demand at all ~ Its right to make a demand upon a sinner is
by his being under it, for" what things soever the law saith, it saith
to them that are under the law": and by a sinner's breach of it, for
" the law was not made for a righteous man, but for the lawless and
disobedient." Now, it is evident that a believer is free from all the
law's demands; for, first, he is "not under the law, but under grace."
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By nature he was under the law, therefore, how came he from under it ~
The apostle says, "We are delivered from the law, that being dead
wherein we were held": dead in all its demands upon us, dead in all
its requirements from us, and dead in all its denunciations against us.
Why is it so dead ~ Because" Christ is the end of the law for
righteousness to everyone that believeth." This, then, is how we are
virtually delivered from under the law. Then the apostle speaks of
another death, saying, "Ye also are become dead to the law by the
body of Christ: that ye should be married to another, even to Him
who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto
God." Here the apostle refers to the killing letter of the law, revealed
in the conscience, by its spirituality being opened up to view by the
Holy Ghost: so that seeing we have nothing to bring of our own for
the law's satisfaction, we rejoice in finding One who has stood in our
law room, fulfilling its demands, obeying its mandates, and" magnifying
it, making the law everlastingly honourable" on our behalf. So
that the law being magnified for us, we being slain to all hopes of
salvation by it, and Christ having paid all the law's demand, by
becoming the '';end of it" for righteousness to us who believe, it can
never make a second demand upon us. But can holiness ever be at
war with us ~ Holiness can never be at war with us if we have no /lin
chargeable upon us, for, says the psalmist, "The foolish shall not
stand in Thy sight; Thou hatest all workers of iniquity": therefore
it is sin that holiness hates. Then is there any sin chargeable upon a
believer in Christ ~ None at all: for it is written, "He (Christ) was
made sin for us" : not He was made a sinner, but what is much more
blessed, He was" made sin for us," so that having the same human
body, and the same human soul as His people, all the sin of their
persons was put to His person; thus God " laid on Him the iniquity
of us all," and" He bare our sins in His own body on the tree," or,
a.s the margin renders it, " to the tree," for His Godhead was the altar,
and His sufferings terminated before He expired, or He collid not have
said, "that He laid down His life of Himself." And" removing the
iniquity of His chosen land in one day": "He hath put away sin
by the sacrifice of Himself." So that having cast all our sins into the
ocean of His blood, they can never be again charged upon us.
But can God be ever angry with us who believe, on account of sin,
in the same manner as He is said to be " angry with the wicked every
day" ~ No, He never can; because His anger with the wicked every
day arises from His hatred to their persons on account of sin; which
proves that the wicked here referred to must be those whom God the
Son never redeemed by His blood, and whose sins remain chargeable
upon themselves. Whereas God "rests in His love," as one well
satisfied with the atonement His Son has made for the sins of His elect.
So that though" wrath," " anger," and" displeasure" are predicated
of God, when He chastiseth His people for their sins, yet this" wrath,"
"anger," or "displeasure" is not against the persons of His people,
for" He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, nor seen perverseness in
Israel," but against their sins. He there,fore chastiseth them, not
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because He is angry with them, but because He loves them. For,
says the apostle, " we have had fathers of our flesh who corrected us,
and we gave them reverence; shall we not much rather be in subjection
to the Father of spirits, and live ~ for they, verily, for a few days
chastened us after their own pleasure," according to their own angry
passions, "but He for our profit." Christ" hath put away sin" :
if so, the law cannot curse us, holiness cannot be at war with us, and
God cannot frown upon us: though He often chastiseth us for our
follies, because He loves us, and is determined upon our profit;
therefore sin is among the ALL things which shall work together for
good * "to them that love God, and to the called according to His
purpose."
But has Christ brought in that righteousness by which His people
are rendered everlastingly justified? He has, for the apostle thus
writes, "There is now no condemnation to them which are in Christ
Jesus." If, then, there is no condemnation, neither in time nor yet
in eternity, there must be everlasting justification. And how is this?
" The Messiah was cut off, but not for Himself, and brought in everlasting righteousness" (Dan. ix.). And the apostle says, this
"righteousness is unto all, and upon all, that believe." So that the
law not only cannot curse us who believe, but must honour us;
holiness not only cannot make war with us, but must approve of us ;
God not only cannot frown upon us, but must accept us. It does
not say the believer is not accused, or that he does not condemn
himself. He is accused before God, day and night, by the devil, the
world accuses him, and conscience accuses him; yea, the world
condemn him, and he condemns himself. But God the Father does
not condemn, but honourably acquits him; God the Son does not
condemn him, but casts the mantle of His righteousness over him;
God the Holy Ghost does not condemn him, but justifies him through
faith in Christ. Therefore the apostle gives the challenge, "Who
shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect ~" The devil accuses,
the world accuses, self accuses; but who can charge sin upon the
elect? that is to say, who can impute sin to another? Only God.
Does He do it to His elect? No: says the apostle, " It is God that
justifieth," and" He is of one mind," therefore what He has done is
done for ever; then the believer is everlastingly justified. I have'"
often admired those declarations of Christ, recorded John xvii. 3
and xix. 30. In the first Christ says, before He crosses Cedron's
brook, "I have finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do."
What work was this? It was bringing in everlasting righteousness
for ",His people; and on Calvary's cross He cries, "It is finished."

* Do not think that this remark is calculated to encourage sin. It cannot, or
God would not have left it upon record. My reasons for making it are: first, to
comfort God's children who are distressed on account of the workings of sin;
secondly, to show the aboundings of grace, because the Lord overrules the wretch·
edness and depravity of our nature, to lead us to know the amazing worth of the
Great Mediator; and thirdly, because not morality, ,but only a sight of Jesus'
worth, and an earnest of interest therein, can raise us above the power, the guilt,
the desert, or the effects of sin.
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What was finished ~ The removal of all His church's sins. So that
when He " put sin away" on His people's behalf, there was nothing
left for them to have but everlasting righteousness. Blessed thought!
for thee, dear believer, for if thou canst not see thy interest in it, thou
hast been brought by the Lord to submit to it, and he who submits
to the righteousness of Christ is one who knows Christ in the teachings
of His Spirit, if not in the assurance of faith. Therefore Christ is in
thee the hope of glory, and all is well for thee in time and to eternity.
Has Christ brought in a righteousness by which His people shall be
immutably perfect ~ He has, for, saith the apostle, " Ye are complete·
in Him": and" Christ is the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever."
Has Christ brought in a righteousness by which His people shall be
infinitely glorious ~ He has, for " we shall see Him as He is, and be
like Him." Now we read that "Christ is exalted far above all
principalities and powers." If, then, we are to be like Him, we must
have the same exaltation; therefore we shall be above angels, and
must be like Christ, infinitely gloriolli!. Then Christ's salvation is a
perfect salvation, and faith realizing interest in this, it becomes the
believer's right-hand armour, which secures him from the curses of the
law, the vengeance of justice, and the terrors of death. While love
to the brethren from love to Christ, feeling for them amidst their
weaknesses and infirmities, and assisting them when it is in his power,
living out of the world from a vital interest in Christ, a fighting with
sin by a holy power derived from Christ, resisting the tempter by a
humble confidence in Christ, and a readiness to every good word and
work, so far as he judges it will contribute to the glory of Christ from
a feeling oneness wit!). Christ-becomes the Christian's left-hand
armour; by which he condemns the world, shuns the devil, and proves
his conformity to Christ.
Lastly, we have to obsl.'rve how the believer is armed with the light
of Christ. In Christ he beholds the harmony of Jehovah's attributes,
and the perfections of his nature, for, in His atoning death, "mercy
and truth are met together, righteousness and peace have kissed each
other." In Christ he beholds the blood that washes him, the righteousness that clothes him, and the hope that secures him. In Christ he
beholds the counsels of heaven concerning his present peace and everlasting bliss. In Christ he beholds the fulness that supplies his needs,
and the perfection that hides his faults. In Christ he beholds the
mercy that heals him, the grace that governs him, and the love that
melts his heart. In Christ he beholds the springs of his delight, the
resting-place of his affections, and the object of his faith. In Christ
he beholds the Father's smile, his only home, and best inheritance.
In Christ he finds breadth enough to keep him from falling out of
God's love, length enough to keep him from wandering from God's
eye, depth enough to keep him from despairing of God's bounty, and
height enough to sing for ever of his grace. In Christ he beholds
certainty without contingencies, freeness without conditions, and
immutability without a change. In Christ he beholds the law in all
its requirements, justice in all its demands, and salvation in all its
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fulness. In Christ he beholds the nourishing virtue of the vine, the
beauties of the rose, and the loveliness of the lily. While Mount
Lebanon's majesty, Mount Carmel's fruitfulness, and Bashan's fatness
contribute but faintly to point out the stability of gospel promises,
the richness of gospel truths, and the glory of gospel doctrines as seen
in Him; so the glorious robes, the mitre, and the breastplate of
Aaron feebly unfold the Glory of His Godhead, the Royalty of His
Person, and the Safety of His People engraven on His heart.
Thus in Christ the believer beholds glory enough to ravish his eyes
for ever, blessedness enough to fill his soul for ever, and life enough
to make him live for ever; and God having so shined into his heart,
as to give him the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the
face of Jesus Christ, he has the truth of Christ bound round his mind,
hope in Christ for a helmet upon his head, faith upon Christ for a
shield to ward off the devil's fiery dart-s, love to Christ for a breastplate upon his heart, the word of Christ as a sword in his hand with
which he fights, the two shoes of God the Father's will and God the
Spirit's shall fixed upon his feet, by which he walks to Christ, in Christ,
and with Christ; and the artillery of prayer pouring from his soul,
the devil may roar, the world may oppose, and the flesh may resist,
but he can shout victory in the midst of tribulation; and when his
fighting days are over, he will "possess within the vail a life of joy
and peace'''~l1
AARON'S budding rod came forth from the divine presence as a token
to silence the adversaries, and so the resurrection is that glorious
token in favour of Jesus which will abash all who withstand Him, and
prove, in its result, that it is indeed hard for them to kick against the
prick-s.-Anon.
WOULDST thou know that the matters contained in the Word of
Christ are real things ~ Then, never read them for mere knowledge'
sake. Look for some beams of Christ's glory and power in every
verse. Account nothing knowledge but as it is seasoned with some
revelation of the glorious presence of Christ and His quickening Spirit.
Use no discourse about spiritual truths for mere conversation' sake, but
mind the promoting of edification. And use not duties for mere
custom or service' sake, but for nearer communion with God.-Dorney.
"I HAVE the keys . . . of death" (Rev. i. 18). And therefore the
moment of the departure of everyone is settled by Himself. There
are no premature deaths from this point of view. He sees the end from
the beginning, and as the moment of entr:ance into this life is appointed,
so is the moment of departure. . . . Here we have the key of authority
over death. Life and death are in His hands, and He has abolished
death for His people by passing through it. Just as an engineer
abolishes a hill by making a tunnel through it, so that the hill no longer
exists as an obstacle to the railway; so death no longer exists as a
hindrance in the pathway to glory for every child of God. And then
the moment of our entrance into the dark tunnel, and our exit out of it,
is fixed by Him, for He has the key.-The late Mr. James Wright.
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SOME EVANGELICAL TRUTHS.
THREE

"\\

)

OBSERVATIONS

BY THE

LATE

JOHN

BRUCE.

FIRST: The Evangelical scheme is wholly new. It is a system of
trut.hs of which reason in its highest perfection could not possibly
have acquired any knowledge. There are three principles from which
we derive all our ideas, tiz., Sensation, Reflection, and Abstraction,
by neither of which we could ever have obtained the least acquaintance
with the deep th£ng~ of GfJd. And this is, I humbly apprehend, the
meaning of the apostle in these words: "Eye hath not seen, nor ear
heard, neither have entered into the heart of man the things which
God hath prepared for them that love Him." The eye ha.th seen
much, and the ear hath heard much. A very considerable part of our
ideas is gained by sight and hearing, which includes in it the whole
of the instruction that we receive from others relating to the nature
of things. But it was not possible that by these means we should
ever have discovered any Evangelical truths. Sensation could not
enable us to make such imnortant discoveries. Neither could
Reflection on those ideas gained'by Sensation help us in this matter.
Nor could Abstraction, which is a separation of our ideas by which
act of the mind a new kind of ideas is obtained-purely intellectualassist us in this thing. The reason hereof is clear. The truths of the
Gospel have neither connection with nor dependence upon any branch
of truth which a finite understanding is capable of discovering.
If we had a complete knowledge of the first Covenant, in the whole
compass of its principles, precepts, promises, and threatenings, we
then should be absolutely unable to make the least discovery of the
doctrine of the second Covenant; for that is entirely new and
altogether distinct in its nature from the first Covenant. And, it
being so, none of its truths come within the verge even of unimpaired
and perfect reason, which fully proves the absolute impossibility of
the human mind gaining the knowledge of its truths by any acts it is
able to put forth. Angels themselves could never have known
anything at all of Evangelical mysteries without supernatural
revelation. Truths they are which were hid l:n God Who created all
things by Jesus Christ.
To imagine, as some have imagined, that the second Covenant IS
foundp.d on truths contained in the first, or upon those natural notions
which we have as men of the moral perfections of God, is effectually
to destroy both Covenants. For, that imagination is inconsistent
with the nature of the Covenant of work3, and with the nature of the
Covenant of grace. The mediatorial scheme has no relation unto,
nor agreement in, its nature with the doctrine of the first Covenant,
though it is calculated to secure the highest honour to it by the
obedience and death of Christ.
Second observation: Hence we learn what will be the noble employ
of the saints in the heavenly state, viz., the contf'mplation and
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adoration of the Divine perfections as displayed in the astonishing
affair of their recovery and salvation. Some seem to please themselves
with the thoughts of this, that in heaven they shall become perfect
philosophers, and have a more extensive knowledge of things created
than Adam had in Paradise; that they shall be able to unravel nature
in her secret causes, numerous operations, and multiplied various
effects. I can find nothing in Scripture which favours this tickling
imagination. This I know, that the souls of the saints will be eternally
entertained with what is infinitely more noble, sublime, and grand
than anything which nature can possibly suggest to the mind. I am
clearly of the opinion of an eminent divine in this matter, who speaks
thus: "Is it not much to be lamented that manv Christians content
themselves with a very superficial knowledge o( these things ~ (i.e.
Gospel truths). How are. the studies, the abilities, the time, and
diligence of many excellent persons engaged in and laid out about the
works of nature and the effects of Divine wisdom and power in them,
by whom any endeavour to enquire into this glorious mystery (of
Christ's Person) is neglected, if not despised! Alas! the light of
Divine wisdom in the greatest works of nature holds not the proportion
of the meanest star unto the sun in its full strength unto that glory
of it which shines in this Mystery of God manifest in the flesh, and
the work accomplished thereby. A little time shall put an end to the
subject of their enquiries with all the concernment of God and man
in them for evermore. This alone is that which fills up eternity,
and which, although it be now with some as nothing, yet will shortly
be All" (Dr. Owen). The constant contemplation on these glon:ous
and sublime mysteries fills the minds of the blessed with the highest
complacency and delight, and will maintain them in a holy adoration
of God unto eternity.
Third observation: If we approve of these things and they are
delightful unto us as the glory of God shines forth in them, it is an
evidence in itself, whether we allow it or not in our own favour, that
we are the happy subjects of a gracious illumination from God. For
such is the nature of these heavenly mysteries that the carnal mind
hath not, nor can have, any pleasure in them. That receives them
not; they are foolishness unto it, whatever is pretended to the
contrary; it cannot know them because they are ;;pi-ritually discerned.
And, therefore, if the things themselves are agreeable to us, if they
are our Ghief joy-and that state is most desirable to us-wherein we
shall perfectly know them and be for ever conversant about them,
we are certainly meet for the enjoyment of it.
Our present satisfaction and complacency in these sublime truths,
as they are glorifying to God in all His infinite perfections, is a full
evidence of our future happiness in the contemplation of them in the
world of light and glory above. For our approbation of heavenly
thmgs is a clear proof that" God, who commanded the light to shine
out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts to give the light of the
knowledge of His glory in the face (or Person) of Jesus Christ."
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THE PORTRAIT.
THE LATE MR. W. H. COLLINGRIDGE.
WITH sincerest regret we record the death of MR. WILLIAM HILL
COLLINGRIDGE, whose intimate connection with the proprietorship and
publication of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE through a very long course of
years has made his name a household word with its readers at home
and abroad. After an illness extending over upwards of two and a
half years-patiently borne-he was called away on the 31st of March,
at Ingleborough, Enfield, in the 79th year of his age. For nearly sixty
years he had been closely identified not only with the City of London,
as an influential man of business, but with many of its Christian institutions. MR. COLLINGRIDGE was the son of Mr. Thomas Collingridge,
printer, of Olney, Bucks, and was born in the house which for many
years was the residence of the Christian poet, William Cowper, which
in course of time became his property. He came to London as a
youth, and entered the printing establishment of the late muchbeloved Dr. Doudney in Long Lane, near Smithfield. In 1846 he
purchased this business, in connection with which he carried on the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, of which he became proprietor, printer, and publisher-Dr. Doudney retaining the editorship through the phenomenal
period of fifty-three years. In 1857 the business was removed into
Aldersgate Street, where a capacious building (erected since a disastrous fire destroyed the original structure) still locates the vast
enterprise known as the "City Press." A newspaper bearing this
title was originated by MR. COLLINGRIDGE in IS57-the first journal
issued, in the City proper, to report the very important proceedings
of the Corporation. MR. COLLINGRIDGE himself was from the first
its editor, as he also was the up-builder of the now very prosperous
and highly influential bi-weekly organ. The history of the "City
Press" represents largely the life-work of our deceased friend:
His interest in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, moreover, was cordial and
enterprising. Any editorial proposals for the commemoration of the
worthies of the eighteenth century Evangelical Revival, who had been
connected with this venerable free-grace periodical, ever secured his
cordial interest. Of this fact we can speak personally, for his practical
co-operation with our plans for the production of a" Toplady Number"
of the MAGAZINE in May, 1899, were warmly sympathetic and generous.
One of the last conversations we had with MR. COLLINGRIDGE, on
matters connected with this periodical, included a proposal to raise a
fund for the repair of the tomb, in Bunhill Fields, of that veteran
witness for the truth of God-Dr. Gill-whose incomparable Commentary on the Holy Scriptures dear Dr. Doudney's Bonmahon reprint
long since placed within the easy reach of the Christian Churches.
Our friend informed us that he had obtained a survey of the tomb,
which had fallen into regrettable decay, and that it could be put" into
proper repair for £20." It is a pleasure to us to associate this incident
with our latest interview and conversation, and it would be a special
satisfaction to give effect to the idea. As an illustration of the esteem
I9
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in which Mr. Collingridge was held in municipal circles it may be
mentioned that Sir Polydore de Keyser, during his year of office as
Lord Mayor of London, placed him on the Lieutanancy of the City, in
recognition of his services to civic life. He took a great interest in the
Printers' Corporation, with which he was associated for forty years,
and to which he devoted much time and attention. He was never
weary of advocating the interests of the charity, and, as one instance
of his success in doing so, it may be mentioned that the late Mr. Horace
B. Marshall presented the Society with £1,000 through him. He was
the hon. local visitor to its Almshouses at Wood Green, and was a
trustee of the institution. He t{)ok great interest in the Sunday
afternoon services there, which were originated by him, and his last
visit was on the Sunday previous to the co=encement of his fatal
illness. A tablet in recognition of his valuable services on behalf of
the institution has been affixed to one of the houses, and was unveiled
by Alderman and Sheriff Strong last autumn. He was one of a small
party who met in a room on Ludgate Hill to found the National Society
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children. He stood by it in all its
troubles in the earlier period of its existence, and had the satisfaction
of seeing it a fully-established institution, with an income of £50,000
a year. He was a trustee of the Rowland Hill Benevolent Fund, a
Past Master of the Horners' Company, and had relations long and
intimate with other circles of City life. He was a strenuous worker
in his business, being blessed with vigorous health and strongly
developed intellectual endowments. His genial manner, with an
aptitude for public speaking, made him a popular advocate of numerous
public interests, and, so long as his health permitted, he placed his
useful powers at the disposal of his many friends. His valuable
support of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, not me)'ely financially,
but by other and less direct (and therefore less known) methods has
left a very large gap in the sustentation of that Christian work. As
an illustration of his kindly and thoughtful interest in the Society's
objects and operations, it was his custom, with Mrs. C{)llingridge, to
invite a large assemblage of friends to a most hospitable tea at the
Cannon Street Hotel, on the occasion of the preaching of the Society's
annual sermon at St. Mary Aldermary's, and then to cross over to the
church for the service. Elsewhere in our pages this month, Mr.
Hazelton, the Secretary of the Society, refers to the seriousness of the
loss sustained by this Christ-like agency through the death of Mr.
COLLINGRIDGE.
His association with OIney, together with his love for historical and
archlEological subject!?, have left behind him several lasting memorials.
To Mr. COLLINGRIDGE is largely due a successful scheme for the removal
to the parish church of Olney of the remains of the Rev. John Newton,
its erstwhile pastor, when certain changes, some years ago, had to be
effected in the vaults under the church of St. Mary Woolnoth, where
had been deposited the body of William Cowper's co-author of the
precious" Olney Hymns," in the year 1807. MR. COLLINGRIDGE also
liberally presented to the town of Olney the poet Cowper's house, which,
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by his wish, was constituted a public library and a Cowper and Newton
museum. Several deeply interesting relics of the two gifted Evangelical
worthies were also presented to the museum by MR. COLLINGRIDGE, and
it may be here allowed to suggest that other possessors of literary
remains and relics of OIney asgociations should follow the generous
founder's example. We once had the pleasure of visiting the scene of
the labours of the poet-pastor of Olney, and inspected the places with
which he and the author of the immortal hymns, "God moves in a
mysterious way," "Sometimes a light surprises," " Hark! my soul, it
is the Lord," and "There is a fountain filled with blood," were
familiar, and through all time will be ·associated. It is a melancholy
pleasure to us, when ·called uJ?on to record the departure of our old
friend and fellow-worker in connection with the GOSPEL ~1AGAZINE, to
be able to trace the close relations in which, as a native of OIney, he
stood with two. such eminent witnesses for the truths of the Gospel of
God's grace as William Cowper and John Newton.
The funeral service took place at St. Mary's parish church, Hornsey,
and the interment at OIney Park Cemetery on Thursday, April 6th.
THE EDITOR.
THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST: HIS INCREASE.
" He i.s altogether lc;vely."-SONG v. 16.
" He must increase."-JoHN iii. 30.
THE testimony of John the Baptist concerning the relationship
existing between Jesus Christ and himself was this: "He must
increase, but I mUflt decrease." John was well acquainted with th~
experimental truth that self must be humbled and abased, while the
Lord Jesus must be glorified. The flesh must be mortified, the creature
laid low, and the sinner made to feel his own utter nothingness, in
order that the Saviour may be all in all. A large part of genuinely
gracious experience is summed up in self's decrease and Christ's
increase. The text shows there is a divine necessity it should be so.
The word" must" is very emphatic. We will consider, in the first
place, John and his decrease; and in the second place Christ and His
increase.
1. JOHN AND HIS DECREASE.
John the Baptist was a very singular character. He was the last
teacher of the old dispensation and the first teacher of a new. He
was the greatest of the prophets, but the least of the evangelists
(Matt. xi. 11). The long time of the prophets of the law ended in
him, and he was the first of the preachers of the gospel. His special
work was to prepare the way of the Lord, to preach repentance, to
point to Jesus, and to baptize with water. Called to sustain such,a
high vocation, ana to perform so great a work, one would have
supposed he might without presumption have expected increase of
labours, of success therein, and of reputation. Instead of this the
very opposite was the case, and John knew it would be so. He says,
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"I must decrease." Indeed, the" decrease" of John was real and
rapid, as well as mysterious and instructive. While preaching in the
wilderness he seemed in many respects a remarkably strong man;
yet how soon he was reduced to weakness! Speedily the crowds
listening to him vanished, his tongue was silenced, and he found
himself a prisoner in the dungeons of Herod's fortress; his life at
length being sacrificed to the whim of an evil-minded, jealous woman,
with none to deliver him or spare. Truly John's strength was reduced
to utter weakness. In like manner the Christian's strength is often
experimentally weakened in the way (Ps. ell. 23) until he is brought
into the depths of helplessness, then to find, with the Apostle Paul,
that" out of weakness he is made strong" (2 Cor. xii. 10).Again, we note that John was endowed with great wisdom in his
ministry to testify of Jesus Christ from a personal knowledge of Him.
Yet this wisdom so decreased that in prison every thing was called in
question, and he actually sent some of his disciples to inquire the truth.
Not only, therefore, did John's usE'fulness and ministry come to an
abrupt termination just in the midst of extraordinary success, but
there was also a decrease in his faith, for he sank so low as to doubt
whether that wondrous Man whom he had preached as the Redeemer
and Saviour of sinners was really -the Christ of God at all. Truly
John's decrease was ma:r;ked, and contains striking instruction for
those who are treading the pathway of mortification; and there is
no other way to heaven (Rom. viii. 13). Sinful self and righteous
self must both be denied. We might here pause to enquire into the
reasons why the Christian is often called to experience an apparent
decrease of grace as time ~oves on; as that faith seems less strong
there is less spiritual enjoyment, less delight in prayer, less zeal, less
comfort, and less rejoicing in the Word. The Lord has appointed
this weaning time that His child may learn to look more at the Giver
and less at the gifts. The gift of grace is often hidden and diminished
to prevent the heart being too much taken up with what in that case
proves a snare. For
"The heart uplifts with God's own gifts,
And makes e'en gra.ce a snare."

The Lord Jesus is the Saviour, and not anything we have, even though
it be of His bestowing. Faith itself is only the instrument by which
we are saved. Through faith we apprehend and are willing to receive
the truth that self must decrease in order that the Lord Jesus may
increase until He becomes our " all and in all." "He must increase."
This brings us to think of
2.

CHRIST

AND

HIS

INCREASE.

Notwithstanding the painful shadow of unbeli(lf which fell on John's
soul towards the end of his pilgrimage, his previous testimony
concerning Jesus was not invalidated thereby. Truly and beautifully
John had set forth the Person of that glorious Man (whose increase
should be accordipg to his own decrease) as the Lamb of God and as
the Mediator. Yes, Jesus is the "Lamb of God." Sweet word!

------
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Christ appears as the Lamb to denote His sacrificial character; His
oneness with the feeblest, smallest, and weakest members of His
flock; and also His meekness, purity, and harmlessness. In glory
He still appears as the Lamb in the midst of the throne. Jesus is the
Lamb of God, because He was appointed by God to be the sacrifice
to atone for sin, and sent by God for that end. The Jews were very
familiar with the expression used by John. "God's Lamb" was the
Lamb set apart each morning and evening Ior the daily offering.
More emphatically still was the Paschal Lamb the Lamb of God.
The substitutionary death, the giving up of the sinless life to God,
and the application of the blood, all point to a precious Christ dying
for and given to His people. God's Lamb is their salv-ation.
John the Baptist preached Jesus Christ as the Mediator, a middleMan, standing between God and man, which He, the God-Man, alone
was qualified to dQ. The Lord Jesus is the Mediator in the three
following particulars: He is the Messenger (v. 5) who brings God's
messages to man, and for this purpose He came to earth. He also
takes His people's messages to the Father, and for this purpose He
ascended into heaven and even lives there. Thus He is the Intercessor
who pleads the cause of those for whom He undertakes, namely, all
who come unto God by Him (Heb. vii. 25). The Lord Jesus as the
Mediator is also the Peace-maker, having made peace by the blood of
His cross (CoL i. 20). Thus, in fulfilment of His gracious office as the
Mediator, the blessed Redeemer came to earth, lived, died, rose again,
and hath now ascended into the heavens. Having glanced at the
Person of our most gracious Saviour, we may now proceed to consider
HIS INCREASE.

As self decreases experimentally so Christ increases in the

proportion in the hearts of His people.
correctly :-

same

Mr. Hart puts it quite

" As in the days of flesh He grew,
In wisdom, stature, grace;
So, in the soul that's born anew
He keeps a gradual pace."

An increasing knowledge of Christ is one sure mark of a gracious
experience. As confidence in self and the flesh decreases, confidence
in Christ increases. The dispensations of God in His providence and
grace are all sanctified to produce this double blessing (for such it is)
of increase and decrease. "'Tis all for the lifting of Jesus on high."
The Lord's purpose revealed explains dealings which would otherwise
be incomprehensible.
It would be easy to trace Christ's increase dispensationally in the
types of the Jewish _worship, when He was on earth in the flesh, in
the present dispensation of the Spirit, and, finally, at His second
coming when He shall appear to the everlasting joy of His Church.
Christ's increase is vividly described in the Word, beginning with the
first promise, shining with more light through prophecy, Gospels, and
Epistles, until His glory is inscribed in the Book of the Revelation"He must increase."
E.C.
Bath.
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AN ADDRESS BY THE LATE MR. JAMES WRIGHT.
(DELIVERED

AT

BRISTOL, OCTOBER 9TH, 1904.)

"Then came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them;
Peace be unto you."- JOHN xx. 19-22.
JEsus" made peace by the blood of His cross." and now He
comes "preaching peace," and showing to the assembled disciples
His hands and His side, as indicating the ground on which He
had. authority to speak peace to guilty sinners and the ground
on which guilty sinners believing in Him have the right to
rejoice in this peace, as one righteously made. He showed them
His hands pierced, and His side pierced for their sins. The
first step, so to speak, to the believing sinner is to enter into peace on
the ground of the atoning work of Jesus Christ in His stead, "Who
Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree," and when we
accept Him as the Surety for our guilty souls, and trust only and
entirely in Him, we accept His peace.
Turn now to John xix. 18, where we read, "They crucified Him,
and two others with Him; on either side one; and Jesus in the midst"
In the midst of what ~ It means between two malefactors, murderersin the midst of them. . . . He "did no sin," and" in Him was no
sin," yet He was" made a curse." He was" separate from sinners,"
but there He hung between those two. Why was all this ~ It is
certain that He did not die for His own sins, and therefore there is
only one possible explanation of His death, and that is given us by
the Apostle Peter: "Christ also hath once su:ffered for sins, the Just
for the unjust." The holy righteous One received what they deserved.
"To bring us to God," Peter puts himself into that parcel of guilty
condemned sinners, . . . and the moment you do, God will speak
from His throne, the living Christ will speak from the throne His
peace into your heart.
Now look at Heb. ii. 10-12, where we get this expression used again,
"He that sanctifieth," that is Christ, "and they who are sanctified,"
all believers, "are all of one." The Cherubim and the Mercy Seat
were all made out of one piece of gold, expressly describing the
mysterious but real union, and therefore unity, between Christ and
every member of His mystical body. Mark the figures the Holy
Spirit employs to give us a glimpse of this truth. "The church, wl>ich
is His body," a most lively figure: The head is intimately associated
with the lowest member of the body, so that a pain in the little toe
is instantly felt in the brain. That figure points to unity in the body
of Christ, so that the voice of the risen Lord came to Saul, "Why
persecutest thou Me ~" Then there is the union between the bride
and the bridegroom, another figure. Then the most wonderful
utteranc~ of them all, " He that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit."
Now there is a permanency about this that there is not about all the
other figures. There is in them the possibility of separation. The
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sheep can be separated from the shepherd; I don't say the sheep of
Christ can, but in the figure it is possible. It is possible in human
beings for the husband and wife to be divorced, though utterly
contrary to the mind of God. It is possible for the parent and child
to be separated. But who can separate spirit ~ It is a contradiction
of terms.
" In the midst of the church will I sing praise unto Thee." This
is the next Scripture. He hung in the midst of malefactors, and
was numbered with the transgressors. He came, after the accomplishment of His great work on the cross, into the midst of His disciples,
speaking peace. But God had something else for Him, viz. to fill
Him with joy. God filled His cup to overflowing, and joy is just the
overflowing of the cup; and joy is expressed by praise, and the Lord
comes into the midst of His people to meet their praise. Turn to
Ps. xx. 11 and we shall see the theme of His praise-it is the faithfulness
of Jehovah in hearing His prayer and delivering Him from the cross.
How did He deliver Him ~ He delivered Him from, in the sense of
out of, death (Heb. iv. 7). That is the great theme of the song of
Christ in resurrection, God's answer to His prayer in resurrection.
So, first of all, He leads us into sympathy with His suffering, and then
into sympathy with the joy of deliverance out of death. And, more
or less, this should enter into all our songs of praise; if not expressed,
it should be understood in order to make our praise Scriptural. We
cannot sing if we are not redeemed. There is no song in the Bible
(there is a reference to musical instruments in connection with Laban,
but no mention of singing) till after redemption in Exod. xv. God had
used His servant Moses in delivering the people. "Then sang Moses."
Redemption is the basis, and therefore all true song proceeds from
that basis, and the proof that redemption is accomplished is that
Christ is risen; that is God's seal, God's avouchment, His endorsement of the matter. Therefore suffering is the bass note that underlies
all true harmonies. "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain." His
presence there on the throne is the proof that the work is accomplished.
And He is there in a body; it is not true that" His form was dissolved
in light and lost in its ownradiancy." He will come in a body, and
we shall praise Him. And as that must underlie all our praise, what
can we do better than study the Scriptures that tell us of His death ~
Begin where we will, if we yield our8elves to the leading of the Spirit,
we shall go to the cross, to the sufferings of the One who is the Leader
of our praise.
Now quite a different subject. At the right hand of God, He
remembers His poor, weak children down here, and the condition in
which they are, and says, " Where two or three are gathered together
in My name, there am I in the midst of them" (Matt. xx. 20). They
must gather together, they must assemble, they must know what it
is to be a family, and then they know family cares; they must watch
for one another's souls as those that must give an aecount. Notice
verses 16 and 17; discipline in the church, and effectual prayer, both
are based on the presence of Jesus in the midst.
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Now this is often dwelt upon in connection with prayer, but we
do not hear so much about it in connection with the act of the church
in discipline; yet here the one as much as the other is based on the
presence of Jesus in the midst.' Now, I 'know that in bearing with the
infirmities and failures of all, even the holiest of God's saints, the
power of the church to exercise discipline may be affected ~ore or
less, but certainly in this word the promise of the presence of Christ
is found in connection with obedience to Him in this matter. And
the real power of it will be in proportion to the degree in which each
one gathered to His name recognizes and owns Him in his heart.
And because, through human infirmity, thi"1 is imperfect, it would be
very wrong to say that the verdict of any church was invalid because
there was not the same recognition of the Lord's presence, or in any
of them not an equal recognition of His presence at all times. Therefore we must keep the balance; we must altogether disown infallibility,
for we are fallible and make mistakes when we seek in the fear of the
Lord to guide the assembly. On the other hand, we can never read
this passage without seeing that the Lord promises to His obedient
children wonderful authority. "Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth
shall be bound in heaven," etc.; that is, in connection with the dealing
with disorderly persons in the assembly. "There am I in the midst."
What is the utmost act of discipline ~ Putting out of that presence
(1 Cor. v. 13). That is the central thought; it is taking a person
out of the midst where Jesus is. Now while on the one hand this
heightens the solemnity of the act,done in His fear, it is full of comfort.
Is it separation from the Good Shepherd ~ No, a thousand times no.
Is it separation from the Great High Priest at the right hand of God ~
No, or restoration would be an utter impossibility. The Lord said
to Peter, "I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not." If He
had ceased that intercession Peter's end would have been the same
as that of Judas, but the intercession of Jesus saved that one, and he
was filled with remotse. Therefore let us remember, that in separating
an erring one from the assembly in the midst of which Jesus is we are
not separating him from the Good Shepherd or from the Great High
Priest; nay, in a sense we are casting him more on these two offices.
It is the office of the Shepherd to go after the sheep, and we commit
him more lovingly and tenderly than ever to the Shepherd.
Let us look now at Luke xxii. 27. The Lord was just about to go
to the lowest point of humiliation, and these poor disciples were
striving which should be the greatest, and the Lord says, " I am among
you as He that serveth," and just after He took a basin and towel, and
girded Himself, and washed their feet. "Actions speak louder than
words," we say. Was there ever a more speaking action than that
lowly service of Jesus in the little flock ~ That was one of the great
concentric circles of His life, and He closes that wonderful act with
these words, "I have given you an example that ye should do as I
have .done to you. I have done this that ye may do as I have done."
Now in this country and climate feet-washing is not necessary, but in
the East it is. It just means that we should take a lowly, humble
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attitude to His own, and what He was willing to do is surely suited
to us. The Lord fasten this on our heart8 !
Just one more passage-Rev. ii. 1, "Who walketh in the midst of
the seven golden candlesticks." The Lord is before the face of the
Father for us, but still in spirit is walking in the midst of the churches.
.. Lord, in all Thy power and glory,
Still Thy thoughts and eyes are here,
Watching o'er Thy ransomed people,
To Thy gracious heart so dea.r."

He is walking in our very midst, the very opposite, the very utter
contrast to the dead idols that are spoken of at the end of chapter ix.
in this book, " which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk." The living
Christ is just the opposite: He can see, He sees us; He can hear, He
hears the sigh of the prisoner; and He can walk. 1Vhere ~ In the
midst of the churches. We cannot see Him, and that is the reason
our hearts so often forget the fact. But" we walk by faith and not
by sight," and it should be a present fact to our hearts every day.
The Lord Jesus walks in our midst, He is at our side, He hears every
word we speak, He notices every expression. of countenance while
we are speaking to a person; He listens to what we say about that
person to the next person we meet, whether we speak with grace in
our hearts, or whether we talk scandal and spread slander. Oh!
the practical power this would have on our lives if we could just keep
it before us as a simple fact-the Lord Jesus is listening to every word
we speak. Then He looks on and sees where we go, and why we go
here, and why we refrain from going there. And this brings me to
another point: He does not see it with an unaffected heart; He is
deeply grieved when He sees any of His children going to any place
to which they would be ashamed to be seen going. There is such a
thing as a seared conscience, hardness of heart, and it is an awful
thing that we can get into that condition, so that it is of much less
importance to us tha,t the Lord sees us than that a human being
should see us. We ought not to think anything that we should be
ashamed to do "before our fellow men, and, if we do, let us remember
this, that to His eyes it is just the same as if we did it. "He that
hateth his brother is a murderer." No human judge would be
warranted for a moment to look in the face of a fellow man and say,
" You are a murderer," until the deed is committed; he cannot know
what is passing in any man's heart, but here is One who can. It is
the One who is walking in the midst of the churches who knows what
I am thinking. He knows the thoughts, the motives of the act, and
does not wait till the thought springs up to become flower and fruit
before He puts His finger on it. But what is it, then ~ The fruit of
the thought. Now that gives us such an idea of sin. Sin is desire,
and the most perfect definition conceivablf> is, " The thought of foolishness is sin." I must think a lascivious thought before I do a lascivious
thing. Ah! this is a tremendously searching thing, " I walk in the
midst of the churches! "
But, on the other hand, how delighted the Lord is when He hears
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one say to another, " Praise the Lord for this," and sees one running
from house to house to tell its inmates of some gracious act he has
seen in this or that one. As Paul tells the Corinthians of the grace
he has seen in the Macedonians, and tells the Macedonians of the grace
he has seen in the Corinthians (2 Cor. ix. 2). When he is writing to
the Corinthians about their sins he speaks very straightly to them
and tells them what is wrong; when he speaks to others about them
he tells of the grace seen in them.
And that is what we should do. It is a wretched thing to file and
deface the sovereigns of Edward VII; it is a worse thing to deface
Itnd file God's coin, and when we speak evil of another it is like filing
coins or clipping bank-notes.
So it is a solemn thing, on the one hand, to know that the Lord is
walking in the midst of the churches, but anything of the fruit of the
Spirit just gives delight to God's heart. Is it not well expressed in
that hymn:.. Our only grief to give Him pa.in.
Our joy to serve and follow Him"?

He notices things that give Him pain, and sees them as He is walking
in the midst of the churches. And He sees things that delight His
heart, which are the fruits of His own Spirit, and that give Him joy.
Now is it not our business to seek to give our Lord more joy 1
~otttSSponbtn(£.

"CALLED BY TELEGRAPH."
To the Editor of the" Gospet Magazine."
DEAR SIR,-According to promise, I send you this record of the
Lord's further and last dealings on earth with my brother Charles,
whose letters under the above heading you have published in the past.
As you are already aware, he was called into the presence of the Lord
at the General Hospital, Bristol, on Feb. 24th, 1905, which institution
he entered four days before, to be treated for Bright's disease.
After writing you his letter of Jan. 4th, he came to the Convalescent
Home, Clifton, for three weeks, progressing slightly, and went from
there to Devizes, where, a few days after his arrival he had a relapse,
suffering severely with fits of vomiting, sleeplessness, and inability to
retain any food. During this period he wrote me a beautiful letter,
saying, he could not see what the Lord's purpose was in afflicting him
thus, but was persuaded it was for his ultimate good, and quoted the
following lines as expressive of his thoughts :.. Small were our faith, if it should weakly falter,
Now that t,he storm clouds have begun to grow;
If we trust Him once, we must trust Him ever! "

In my reply I reminded him of Denham Smith's sweet lines ;" Home, home, is nearing, 'tis coming into view,
A little more of suffering, and then to earth adieu! "
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and encouragingly said his affliction must be for good, and that God's
glorious day would dawn for him before long.
. I little thought my remarks would so soon come true! He replied,
" Your letter came as a refreshing word, and your reminder of Denham
Smith's sweet lines on home brought to mind another verse of his
familiar to you ;" God now brings thee to His dwelling,
Spreads for thee His feast divine;
Bids thee welcome, ever telling,
What a portion there is thine."

In this he also mentioned what comfort he had derived from the
comments of a writer on the Song of Solomon in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
for February.
I heard no more from him, but in a few d'tys received a letter from
the friend he was staying with to the effect that he was so ill that he
had to be removed to the Cottage Hospital, and asking me, if possible,
to get a note for him to be admitted to the General Hospital, Bristol,
as it was his only chance of recovery. Through the kindness of a
friend I obtained one, and proceeded to Devizes to fl'tch him. His
condition was a bad one, and it pained me to see him so. He was
quite composed, and told me my coming to fetch him was an answer
to his prayer, that the Lord would take him from Devizes that day. I
brought him to Bristol, and, through the kindness of the friends I stay
with, kept him until Monday morning when he was admitted to the
Hospital. Whilst with me he suffered very much, but bore it very
patiently, and as a Christian. No note of complaint passed his lips,
but he resigned himself to the will of God. Once during the time he
said, " I have been thinking of that verse of Cowper's :" God moves in a mysterious way,
His wonders to perform;
He plants His footsteps in the sea
And rides upon the storm! "

adding, "that is, the storm of my trouble; God rides above it all."
Speaking later about the prospect of His recovery, he remarked, "I
am in the Lord's hands. I know that all things work together for good,
to them that love God; but the question arises in my heart, Do I love
God ~ It is easy to say, I believe on the Son; still, I do believe on the
Son."
As mentioned before, he entered the Hospital on Monday, February
20th, but made no progress, and on Thursday I was sent for to come
and see him. I went, and as I entered the ward, he called out, " Come,
my boy; I am going home, I was afraid you would be too late! "
I asked him how he was, and he replied, "Very bad, I have pleurisy
now, and my kidneys have ceased to act; the pain is excruciating, but
I am receiving grace to bear it, and can still praise God. See how He
is holding me up! Don't cry, but lift up your heart; we have not
learnt to do it properly yet! Ask God to give me grace to bow to Rig
Divine will." At this time his agony was painful to witness, but upon
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his face was a peaceful smile, and his chief concern for me, lest I should
be upset. On enquiry I found he could not last long, and accordingly
telegraphed home. Afterwards he said to me, "Good-bye, we have
loved one another, have we not? I am going home this time, I am
going to see the King in His beauty, to behold the land that is very far
off. I am resting on this, that He died for me; yes! He died for me;"
adding with great exultation, "Because J live, ye shall live also. I
don't quite seem to realise it, but it is a fact, He died for me." He
prayed repeatedly afterwards for the Lord to take him home out of his
pain, and seemed anxious to depart after he had seen me. "I have
struggled hard since six o'clock this morning to keep conscious that I
might see you. I am so glad to have you with me during my dying
hours." His love for me was very great, and mine for him. His
loving interest in my welfare and spiritual wants never ceased. This
he ni.cely expressed to the Rev. W. J. Pollock, who came in to see him,
saying, " I have loved him, and love him in a double sense in the Lord,
and in the flesh. We are double brothers!" Once during the afternoon he said, "He loved me, and gave Himself for me, and He loves
the both of us; always keep this in mind!" IJater on he said, "My
strength is ebbing fast, and I can't last very long, give my love to all
at home, I should like to have seen them, but I am afraid I shall no~ be
conscious, 'Swift to its close ebbs out life's little day,' my boy. I feel
just like this, that I should like to lay me down and die. I would like
to go, but if God wills me to recover I shall, but I don't think I shall."
A Christian patient (who had heard he was dying) came in, and asked
him if he was saved. "Yes," he -replied, " I am safe on the Rock of
Ages, praise God! Jesus died for me. I know it is a fact, although I
don't quite seem to realise it." Turning to me, he said, "It is a fact, is it
not?" I replied " Yes!" He gloried in the Lord while he repeated
with the friend Cowper's immortal hymn :" There is a fountain filled with blood," etc.,

and told him he was just passing in to see the King. The portion of
the 23rd Psalm was then repeated to him, which reads, "Though I
walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil," and
he appreciated it only as one actually pa~sing through the valley could.
" Lord! " he prayed, " into Thy hands I commend my spirit," and in
reply to an assmance that the Lord was holding his hand, he said,
" Yes! tighter than you are, and He won't let me go ! "
Mother arrived just then, and after he had greeted her, he said, " I
am quite safe mother, for He died for me." His pain then grew worse,
and turning to me, he said, "Heel strong, and I feel weak," then pausing,
he added, "When I am weak, then I am strong." This was true,
because he truly was strong in the Lord, but in body very weak.
I1is concern for others did not leave him even then, and he apologised
to the nurse for the trouble he gave. This was a strong trait in his
character, even to the point of neglecting his own wants. His pain
suddenly left him some time later, and the nurse assured him he would
soon go to sleep. "Yes!" he replied, "but it will be the last long

,-
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sleep;' His mind began to wander a little after, but in his moments of
intelligence he generally spoke of Divine things. Once he sang feebly
a little verse, th€l words of which are :" Jesus is seeking for me,"

and later repeated all Toplady's grand hymn :., Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee," etc.,

in its original version. He was particularly fond of Toplady's poems,
and" Rock of Ages" was his favourite, and I have known him repeat
portions of them while the tears ran down his cheeks; and on one
occasion I remember him breaking into tears while repeating the
beautiful hymn:" When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of glory died,"

while trying to· comfort me with it, saying afterwards, "The view of
the Cross is very sweet to me at times." He was not naturally given
to tears, but the Cross of Christ melted his heart, and was ever the
object of his glory, and the subject of his thankfulness.
He then gradually lapsed into unconsciousness, and in the intervals
of sensibility repeated many times these two lines :" Oh what a Saviour that He died for me,
From condemnation to set me free,"

and the following verses :" I stand upon His merit,
I know no other stand,
Not e'en where glory dwelleth
In Immanuel's land."
" No condemnation, 0 my soul,
'Tis God that speaks the word,
Perfect in comeliness art thou
In Christ thy glorious Lord."
" Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him, all creatures here below,
Praise Him above, the Heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! "

and towards the morning he said quite distinctly;" Glory! Glory! everlasting.
Be to Him who bore the Cross !
Who redeemed our sonIs by tasting
Death! the death deserved by us;
Spread His glory
Who redeemed His people thus."

Once only afterwards did he speak expressly, and then addressing me
said, " Stand still, and see the salvation"; here his memory failed, and
he asked me to finish it. I did! "That's right," said he, "Stand still,
and see the salvation of the Lord."
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Some time afterwards he tried to sing, but could not finish :" While I draw this fleeting breath,
Should my eye-strings break in death;
While I soar through tracts unknown,
See Thee on Thy judgment throne;
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee."

This was his last utterance, and a few hours afterwards he departed
to be with Christ.
His death was a glorious triumph, and he has lost nothing by his
change, as his life was one of suffering from his youth up.
His body was interred in the churchyard of St. Bride's Minor,
Aberkenfig, on March 1st, about 300 of his fellow-workmen and friends
attending. The clergyman who officiated made special reference to
his earnestness in seeking the Lord, and called upon all the young men
present to follow his example.
Such, Sir, was the close of his life on earth, and it was a fitting one
for one who knew the value of Christ's redemption as he did.
He held firmly the doctrines of free grace against all opposition, and
proved their value in his death. He could not tolerate any errors or
half truths, and was Protestant enough to lift up his voice against
them.
The GOSPEL MAGAZINE was a "feast of fat things" to him, and
speaking of it once to me, he observed, it was the only Magazine he
derived any comfort from.
He never kept silent when a suitable opportunity of testifying to the
Gospel of the grace of God came to him, and many can trace their first
interest in Divine things to his faithful words.
_
He was to me the best of brothers, and the place he occupied in my
life I can never refill. We were never much apart during the last
three years, and shared both joys and sorrows.
T can only pray" Let my last end be like his," and add :" His be the Victor's ame,
Who fought our fight alone,
Triumphant saints no honour claim,
Their conquest was His Own."

Yours faithfully in Christ,

1, Albert Street, St. Paul's, Bristol,
March 18th, 1905.

ERNEST DANIELS.

As CLAY in the divine Potter's hand may we be! Not at the disposal
of man, to be what his thoughts, hls wisdom, or his religion would make
us; but in the Lord's hands, lying there to be fashioned by His Spirit
and Truth, after His mind, and kept to the end in " the simplicity that
is in Christ "-and then, in season, ,be removed from the Potter's
House to be set, as vessels of His praise, in the sanctuary of His glory
for ever and ever. Even so, Lord Jesus !-Anon.
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THE LATE MRS. MOUNTCASTLE, OF MANCHESTER.
To the Editor of the" Gospel Magazine."

My DEAR MR. ORMISTON,-It is with very mingled feelings that I
hasten to send you on the enclosed touching letter and account from
Mr. Mountcastle of his beloved mother's home-call, and I feel sure it
will be read with d~ep interest by the readers of the Magazine so long
associated with the family of Mr. and Mrs. Mountcastle, and also as
an encouragement to God's children who, treading the same path
homeward, are enjoined also to "follow, receiving the end of their
conversation, Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to-day and for eVtf."
Bl'lieve me, dear Mr. Ormiston,
Yours very truly,
RUTH COWELL.
The letter is as follows ;l\1Y DEAR MISS COWELL,-Please accept our united most gratefui
thanks for your beautiful note of loving sympathy in our sorrow.
Your words of comfort are most encouraging while under such a dark
shadow. To lose such a mother is a great trial, but to have lost a good
father and a good brother in just under three years' time is a terrible
wrl:'nch. Still we are comfort~d in the thought that though our loss
is grea,t, our loved ones' gain is infinitely greater.
As you are aware, dear mother had been in failing health ever since
dear father's sudden home-call in February, 1902. It was in the
following June she had a stroke, partially losing the use of her right
side. This she felt a severe trial, for being unable to use her right hand
for letter-writing; she soon found that the letters she receiVfd became
very few, when she was unable to answer them herself. But if the
earthly friends appeared to become fewer, the heavenly Friend er-me
closer t,han ever, and through thE' pages of the dear old GqSPEL
MAGAZINE the Master sp-nt His suffering servant hours of blessing and
comfort. Twice during the last week on earth, she called my attention
to the grand feasts in the February number.
During the last twelve months her sufferings were considerably less
than they had previomly been, but the weakness increased; still no
immediate danger was feared. On Friday, Feb. 17th, our dear one
seemed brighter than she had been for weeks, and she stayed downstairs
until nine in the evening. On Saturday she got up into her invalid
chair for breakfast, after which, not feeling well, she went back to
bed, and did not get up again until tea-time. She was not fit to come
downstairs t-o tea, but said she would sit in her chair again at the bedroom window. This had been a favourite place with her for yearsespecially the last three years-and she would point out to her friends
Worsley Church, and would lovingly say, " My dear husband and three
children are laid to rest there."
After being got into hllr chaIr, she asked for a drink of water, and just
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afterwards the whisper came, " Come up highpr," the heart ceased to
beat, and the spirit returned unto God who gave it. No good-bye
was spoken, but without a moan or a sob thi.s faithful servant of the
Most High was gently led into the prm-ence of the Lord whom she
loved and served here below.
I must thank you for so kindly offering to put a few notes in the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, for the Magazine was very dear to our beloved
mother. The letters we have received from readers of the GOSPEL
MAGAZlNE have been most comforting. Many of the writers we do
not k-now personally, but they were dear to our parents, and lent'
known as being members of the " One Family."
" The Future Pathway" on the leaflet I sent you was about the last
piece copied by my dear mother before losing the use of her right hand.
I am enclosing you a few notes I thought might be of interest;
kindly use as you think best. Again thanking you most sincerely for
your loving sympathy, and for your faithful messages in the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, which have been very precious to the dear mother now
fallen asleep, and with our united kind Christian love,
Believe me, yours very sincerely,
A. H. MOUNTCASTLE.
The Wigwam, Ellenbrook" near Manchester,
March 27th, 1905.
NOTES.
In the calling home of Mrs. Mountcastle, of Ellenbrook, another reader
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for over fifty years has passed from earth to
glory. She fell asleep in Jesus on Saturday afternoon (5 p.m.), Feb. 18th
1905. Though she had been a confirmed invalid for nearly three
years, m0st of the time being confined to her room, she bore her trial
and sorrows in a truly Christian spirit. Verily of her it can be said,
she had" chosen that good part," and it was certainly not" taken
away from her." When she came to tread the" dark valley," her
loving Saviour was there. Those that stood round her did not realize
that the spirit hadfied, so gently did the Master call home His child.
For very many years her feet had been firmly standing 'on the Rock.
Her loving heavenly Father never left her, and she used to say, He
never forgot her. He used to send His ministering spirits from far
sometimes, to give a message of comfort to His loved child. that was
sick. Sometimes the message was sent by post, and very dear to her
were the Master's messages through the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Mrs.
Mountcastle was the widow of Mr. William Robert Mountcastle, of
Ellenbrook, who died Feb. 20th,'1902, and she was the second daughter
(Ellen) of Mr. and Mrs. James Hilton, of Manchester. The parents
of both Mr. and- Mrs. Mountcastle were readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
and in the library left to their two lads-Alfred Hardman and Harold
Temple Mountcastle-are volumes of the dear old magazine dating
back to 1834.. Mr. and Mrs. Mountcastle enjoyed the privilege of the
friendship of three Editors of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and were married
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by the beloved Dr. Doudney at the parish church of Manchesterthe present Cathedral-on Oct. 9th, 1856. They attended St. Clement's
Church, Lever Street, Manchester, in their younger days, under the
ministry of that deeply taught servant of the Most High, the Rev.
W. Nunn, and later under that of the Rev. Thomas Owen and the
Rev. John L. Figgins. In 1871 they removed from Manchester to
Ellenbrook, in order that they might be under the ministry of the
Rev. Dr. A. Hewlett, who was for so many years the honoured Vicar
of Astley; and in order that their children might be brought up under
the same truths to which they had been privileged to listen. Needless
to say, having sat under the ministrations of such faithful servants of
God, they loved very dearly the doctrines of free and sovereign grace,
il.lld anything savouring of that creature religion" Free-will" was repulsive to them. Since being unable to attend the present-day Chur.ch
of England services in the district, the distinctive truths proclaimed
in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE month by month became increasingly dear to
them. And often to those who had appeared once to have loved the
same paths, but had of later years given up the Magazine, and begun
to go with the stream, that fatal stream, "There is no harm in that,
it is done everywhere now," they would bring out the dear old monthly
and show that faithful men still preached with power the same simple
and glorious Gospel of old days, and preachers and readers were alike
blessed of God.
To dear suffering Mrs. Mountcastle the GOSPEL MAGAZINE was very
precious, and especially so during the last three years of her pilgrimage,
and under the blessing of God the same publication that had cheered
and comforted her sainted mother fifty years before, now comforted
her as the evening shadows came, and there was Light. On the table
at which she was sitting when the" call home" came, were her Bible,
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, Portion, Petition and Praise, and the two little
books of Morning and Et·eningThoughts, by C. M. Battersley, a list
which truly betokens where her heart was, far better than any words
can do. Thus passed away from earth God's servant in the seventyseventh year of her age, having been a loving and true child, a devoted
wife, a pious and good mother, and a faithful friend. Her remains were
laid to rest with those of her dear husband by their highly valued friend,
the Rev. T. Dickinson, M.A., Rector of St. Clement's, Openshaw;
and friends of over forty years came to the grave and joined in singing
"The Glory Song." "She hath done what she could." "Blessed
are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth; yea, sa,ith the
Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do
follow them."
WHEN a saint of God is in affiietion, the great desire of his soul
should not be how he may be supported under it, but that he
may have the whole sanctified possession of the trouble; come out
of the furnace increasingly purified, and have a louder song on
account of it.-Rev. J. Harington Evans.
20
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SERMON

BY

THE LATE REV. T. LEONARD HILL, BATH.

" t "It pleased the Father that in Him should all fulness dwell."
:-,

o

-COL.

i. 19, 20.

WHAT blessed words are these! Beloved, let me ask, at the very
commencement, whither should we go for water but to the spring ~
Whither should we go for strength but to the fountain of strength ~
Is it not <l. derogation from Christ that when all fulness is in Him alone,
we should forsake the fountain of fulness to go to broken cisterns that
will hold no water. Mark it well-As often as ever you run to any
creature in any necessity or exigence before you go to Christ, or instead
of going to Christ, so often you rob Christ of that pre-eminence which
God hath given Him. "For it pleased the Father that in Him should
all fulness dwell." The expression" the Father" is not in the original
text, but it is very properly supplied here by the translators, since
He is expressly mentioned in the context as He who makes the saints
meet to be partakers of the heavenly glory, Who delivers them from
the power and dominion of sin, and translates them into the kingdom
of His dear Son, and Who by Christ reconciles all things to Himself
(as we read in the 20th verse) and whose sovereign will and pleasure
are that in Him (Christ) should all fulness' dwell. What fulness ~
Not the fulness of the Deity. In the second chapter of this epistle we
certainly have the expression" the fulness of the Godhead," and it is
most true that all the perfections of the Deity are in Christ, such as
eternity, omnipotence, omniscience, omnipresence, immutability, and
every other, or He would not be equal with God, and all the fulness of
the Godhead could not be said to dwell in Him. But, it must be ever
borne in mind that this is a fulness possessed by Him that does not
spring from or depend upon the Father's good will and pleasure, but
what He naturally and necessarily enjoys by a participation of the
same undivided nature and essence, with the Father and the Holy
Spirit. When it is said in the verse with which we commence the present
lecture that" it pleased the Father that in Him should all fulness
dwell," it refers in a great measure to Christ's fulness of fitness and
abilities as the blessed Mediator between God and man to perform His
work and office as such; and it refers also to that communicative
fulness which, by the Father's good will and pleasure, is put into the
hands of Christ to be distributed to others. What a grievous thing
it is that, in the present day particularly, the deniers of Christ's Deity
take advantage of His blessed office as Mediator to make Him inferior
to the Father in every Tespect. 0 beloved, if you are of the number
of truly convinced sinners, the peculiar fitness of Christ as God and
man in one person for this office will strike you with full conviction.
He must be qualified for the office, who as God, is one with the Father,
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and as man is one with us, and indeed so qualified as no other could be.
The partaking of both natures (as I have again and again said) give.
this completeness of qualification, so that would I have my cause
(and a cause so infinitely important as that the happiness of eternity
hangs upon the issue), I say, would I have my cause in one that is
able? Here it is in the hands of Jesus, for He is God, mighty to save.
And would I have it in the hands of one that is near to me? Here
also it is, for it is in the hands of Jesus, who is bone of my bone and
flesh of my fle8h. One that can have compassion on the ignorant,
and on them that are out of the way, seeing that He Himself (in the
days of His flesh) was compassed with all our sinIess infirmities. 0
beloved. I will only now say if you are one whose heart is convinced of
sin, and of the utter inability in yourself to come to God in anything
of your own, how will you regard the Lord of life and glory in His most
blessed, most endearing of all characters, " the only Mediator between
God and man-the Man Christ Jesus." In Him all {ulness dwells.
Oh, who shall comprehend what His fulness is! Who shall fully
understand its heights, its depths, its length, its breadth, its inexhaus·
tible stores, its vast abundance, the incalculable supplies which have
been obtained thence for millions of souls, and the sacred treasures
remaining undiminished to the present hour for every poor, needy
sinner to come and receive from! Let me now refer this expression
for a few moments to the wants and desires of my hearers. What is
it you need? If there is {ulness of life, of righteousness, of gra,ce, of
salvation, complete in Christ, what is it you need? Will you tell me
you need pardon for your sins in order to get to heaven? It is in
Christ. It is He who forgives. "We have redemption in His blood,
even the forgiveness of sins," and we cannot get it anywhere else. If
you give all your property and all your homage (as thousands upon
thousands of the deluded people of this country are now doing) to the
Popish priest, he cannot forgive one sin. He may deceive you by
telling falsehoods, but there is none that can forgive sins but God.
The Lord Jesus Christ is the only Person whose prerogative it is not
only to blot out your transgressions, but to give you an assurance of it
to satisfy you. "I, even I, am He who blotteth out thy transgressions
for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins." Oh, tell me, have
you ever heard His voice speaking to you with power, and can yOll
unite with the Apostle and sing, "We have redemption through Hie
blood, even the forgiveness of sins"? Can you say with Hezekiah,
" Thou hast cast all my sins behind Thy back" ?
Let me enter a little more fully into the subject for a few momente.
Just consider the grace that is requisite for regeneration (regeneration
I need scarcely say is not the sprinkling of a little water upon your
face when you were a child, but the coming down of the life of God
into your floul). This life must come in Christ, for "He that hath
the Son hath life, and he that hath not the Son of God, hath not life."
Oh, the vast importance of seeing this in Christ! All the number of
souls that have been regenerated and gone to glory-the number of
souls that are. now on the earth, and making their way through the
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wilde,rness unto glory-and the number yet unborn that shaH be
new-born, all have received, do receive, and shall receive the grace of
regeneration from the fulness of Christ treasured up in Him. Who
then shall comprehend that fulness ?-a fulnessremember of regenerating
grace that has flowed out to millions of Adam's posterity, that will
flow out to millions more, and yet never empty itselLBut one thing
bear in mind, that it is also a fulness of pre.serving grace. How is it
that you and I during the years that are past haVE' not become
apostates, and have not turned aside to the world? How is it that
we have not made shipwreck of faith? How is it that we have not
exchanged the truth of God (as many around us have done) for the
opinions of men? Just because the preserving grace of God has been
flowing from the fulness of Christ to prove that His people are" kept
by the power of God, through faith (which comes from His fulness)
unto salvation," and so I may say of that pre:>eruing grace and
supporting grace, which is requisite for all our exigencies in the
wilderness, and here what a flowing-down there must be ! Why, if
I only look at the exigencies of my own congregation, and take each
individual case, including my own, for the week past, I can see what
an immense deal of grace was required to bear us up. I might bring
forward numerous cases, showing the cares, vexations, and turmoils
of our earthly state, until I had told every individual name, and every
individual's case, and you would all say," Mine is the worst, and where
is my support to come from?" From the fulness of Jesus. From
Him who is God and Man in one person-for it is the Godhead only
which can supply grace enough for those exigencies which you feel
as you pass through the wilderness.
Observe once more, when we are involved in darkness and gloominess and cannot see our way a step before us, it requires much grace
to trust to God, and press forward in the dark. When we are stricken
with sorrows innumerable and overwhelming, it requires much grace
to enable us to struggle and keep our heads above water. When we
see iniquities abounding everywhere in the world, it requires much
grace to enable us to overcome them, and to live above the world, apart
from the world, distinguished from the world, °victorious over the world,
receiving a constant supply of grace. Oh! how blessed is that statement in which He says, "He giveth more grace." Well-beloved,
you had enough yesterday: you did not sink under your trials. He
will give you more to-day. If the burden be greater, and if the
corruption be stronger to-morrow, He will give you more grace from
His fulness. And here let me say, while such fulness is open to all the
family of God, I would have you be like the daughters of the horseleech who are constantly crying, "Give, give," and you must cry
" Give," until God says there is no more to bestow, and that I need
scarcely tell you wiU never be until He consummates grace with glory.
" The Lord will give grace and glory."
Before I quit this clause, let me remind you that in this fuIness of
covenant stores (for this is the view I am taking), treasured up in
Chri~t Jesus, are found all the pardons, all the comforts, all the promises,
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and all the engagements of Christ Jesus, together with all the privileges,
all the ordinances, and all the enjoyments to be vouchsaf?d by them;
and when preservation and perseverance have been carried on by grace
in Christ Jesus, who is the God of all grace, then comes the crowning
work, the crowning token of His love to His people, the infinite
blessedness of which we shall partake through His grace in the
inheritance of everlasting glory.
Verse 20. : " And having made peace through the blood of His cross,
by Him to reconcile all things unto Himself, by Him, I say, whether
they be things on earth or things in heaven." Let me paraphrase
the two verSeS (19 and 20), and then I think you will understand more
clearly the meaning of the Apostle's words: "It pleased the Father,"
it was the good will and pleasure of God from all eternity to lay up all
fulness in Christ for His chosen people, and thus to reconcile them to
Himself by Him, that is by Christ, and this is another reason why
ChriRt is and ought to be conRidered as the Head of the Church (whose
reconciliation He has procured) and why He ought to have the chief
place in all things, and among all persons. Christ is thus spoken of
by the Father in His mediatorial capacity.
" Having made peace through the blood of His cross." I need not
tell you what lamentable mistahs are made respecting tht' prace that
is effected between God and the sinner. How common it is in our
assize courts for the judge after passing sentence of death upon a poor,
guilty wretch who has committed a barbarous murder, to urge him
(as he has only a fortnight to live) to make his peace with God at once!
You who are in the habit of visiting sick rooms often hear persons
untaught of the Spirit, setting about making their peace with God.
How do thousands do it ~ Why, some would build a church and leave
a handsome endowment; some would build a hospital; and a variety
of other things to make their peace with God! People who have no
property, and no money, and cannot consequently perform public
conspicuous operations that attract the gaze of the multitude, must
make their peace by repenting, by praying (both right and good in their
proper place), and a variety of other things of thiR nature-and all the
time they are at war with God-at war with His method of salvation,
at war with His great salvation, at war with His work, at war with
themselves! Satan has blinded the minds of them that believe not,
that they should really call things (most directly opposed to the truth
of God) 1naJ.."ing their peace with Him. But turn now to the words of
our Apostle, "having IDade peace through the blood of His cross, by
Him to reconcile all things unto Himself; by Him, I say, whether they
be things in earth, or things in heaven."
There is an enIDlty between Jehovah and sinners (whether Jews or
Gentiles), and Christ came to slay that enmity, and to reconcile them
back to God, by which we a.re to understand that He being slain or
sacrificed slew the enmity that there was between God and poor sinners.
In place of enmity, He put peace; or in better language still, He
substituted peace for enmity. In another epistle the Apostle says,
speaking on this subject, He (tqat is Christ) is onr Peace, and in these
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four short but blessed words there is the glorious doctrine of substitution
get forth. Speaking, then, of the one church formed of Jew and Gentile,
I view the Lord of life and glory standing in her place, appearing in
her behalf, giving up His life and His death for her redemption and
salvation! I have often said, viewing Christ's substitution as set
forth under all the types and sacrifices of the law, that it is the reigning
doctrine of the Bible. I am quite aware that it is disliked, and more
than ever in the present day, and why ~ Because it sets aside the pride
and vain-boasting of free-will. All I can say is, what J have said it
thousand times before, that if persons will not let substitution take
its place, and the doctrine of substitution be not their prominent
fundamental doctrine, they will perish for ever, there is no reaching
heaven without it. It is lamentable to think of the strong opposition
that now exists to this precious truth, but I can only say if this doctrine
of substitution (in other words Christ's dying that I might live) be not
the prominent thing, it is not the Gospel of God, and God will never
put any honour upon it. Let me for a few moments longer call your
attention in this substitution to the fact of Christ's taking away the
offence in order to make peace. He took away that which produced
the enmity. From the moment that Adam transgressed, there has
been this enmity going on between God and man. Satan (so to speak)
was the inventor of it, and he said to the woman, Do not believe what
God says about dying. God knows that the day ye eat of the forbidden
fruit ye shall be as gods-the very thing which pride dictated-" Ye
shall be as gods." The enmity has existed ever since in the ages that
have followed, and is going on, and persons of all classes are keeping
up the contention who shall be God? and it is becoming more intense
every day we live. Now, says Jesus, I will make peace, for while the
parties are thus opposed there can be no peace between them! I will
make peace. How does He do it ~ Why, by taking away the cause
of the offence. He put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. He put
away the sentence, the curse, the wrath, by obeying and atoning, and
then taking away the rebellion or subduing it in the heart of man, so
that he bows to the will of God with sacred delight. What a sweet
peace is now brought into the soul, when Jesus accomplishes this latter
part of the work. He has made peace through the blood of the cross.
In other words, He has made peace by obeying law and justice for us,
but it is our rebellious hearts that are against peace, that refuse to be
reconciled to God. Therefore the Apostle talks of the ministry of
reconciliation, by which we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled
to God. Do not seek for God to be reconciled to you. Ever bear in
mind when reconciliation is spoken of, it is to be understood not of a
reconciliation of God to man, which the Scriptures nowhere speak of,
but of man to God. Now Jesus has aceomplished all that was due to
law and justice, the. want of reconciliation is with man! How is it
done ~ Why, when He brings down imaginations and casts down
every high thing that exalteth itself against God, and brings into
captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.
~ See, then, what we have here. Man is a rebel and a trait<>r from
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his birth:" His carnal mind is enmity, and how you can bring enmity
into a state of reconciliation remains to be proved, unless you take the
ground I have taken, that when the Christ of God not only overcomes
the sinner's heart, but sanctifies him, communicates His own love, His
own Spirit, His own mind, and all His own graces, creates in him a
capacity to enjoy God, nay, even enters his soul Himself, and takes
up His abode there. "Christ in him the hope of glory." What then ~
Why, then the poor sinner that before had been at war with God, and
hostile to everything like God, finds an existence communicated, a
life implanted within him, that pants after God, that loves God, that
longs after close intimacy with God. Now, beloved, this is the way
that Jesus makes peace through the blood of His cross, and hence it is
that it pleases the Father by Him to reconcile all things to Himself.
How glorious it is! Jesus stands forth as the voluntary substitute of
His people, having accomplished the whole work for His people, taking
away all that stood as a barrier to intercourse and fellowship between
God and His people, and bringing them to have access by one Spirit
unto the Father. "By Him, I say, whether they be things on earth,
or things in heaven." "' Much difficulty is raised about the explanation
of this clause. But it appears to me to mean simply this. All the
people of God are here meant. The family of God in heaven and on
earth. All the saints that were then in heaven when actual reconciliation was made by the blood of Christ, and who went thither on the
ground of peace and reconciliation to be made by His sacrifice and
death. And also all the chosen ones that were or should be on the
face of the earth until the end of time.
One question and I close. We have been told by our apostle that
Christ has made peace by the blood of His cross. Do you know
anything of this peace? Remember it is peace with God, " a peace
whlch passeth all understanding," a peace of which every believer more
or less is a partaker. Do you know anything of this peace ~ Do
you know anything of union with Christ ~ Remember an experimental
union brings an experimental peace, a union felt and enjoyed, so that
your soul knows and enjoys its oneness with Christ, knows it, and enjoys
it the same, as the smallest member is in union with the body, and
thereby receives its flow of blood, strength and energy. The smallest
finger in my hand can move, can grasp and unite with the other in
any effort that is put forth; but sever the little finger from the hand,
and it has no more strength. "Apart from Me," says Christ, "ye
can do nothing." Do observe then that this union is essential to prove
our interest in that peacc which He has made through the blood of
His cross. This peace as enjoyed by the believer is a holy serenity of
soul, a heavenly calm, a believing acquiescence in the love, power. and
grace of Jehovah. 0 beloved, when your last hour comes, when
earth is receding from sight, and all the toys of time are dropped,
then to have Jesus as your peace, the realms of peace your home, the
Prince of Peace inviting you to sit down at His right hand-Oh, this is
a peace worth knowing! The Lord grant, beloved, that it may be
yours.

'"
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Utott~tant ~£acon.
THE- ROMAN INQUISITION.

A

STARTLING DISCLOSURE.

AN interesting series of articles on the Roman" Curia" is appearing
in France et Evangile, the organ of the ex-priests of France, under the
editorship of M. Meillon, one of their number, the successor of the late
M. Corneloup. The first article appeared in the January number,
written (as the whole series will be) by ex-Abbe G. du Belloy, who was
one of the Secretaries of the Vatiean Council of 1869-70, in the service
of Monseigneur Guibert, late Cardinal-Archbishop of Paris, previously
Archbishop of Tours. M. Belloy became a Protestant fully a quarter
of a century ago.
Thl.' Roman" Congregations," he says, are eight in number. I. The
Inquisition; H. The Congregation of the Council; HI. Bishops and
" Regular" Cl~rgy; IV. The Propaganda; V. Rites; VI. Penitentiary; VII. Functions; VIII. The Index.
Of these the chief is the Congregation of the Inquisition. Along with
the second and third above mentioned it constitutes the Holy Office;
and the decisions of this body in matters of faith and general discipline,
when approved and signed by the Pope, who is its stated chairman,
are-according to the decree of the Vatican Council, July 18th, 1870stamped with infallibility.
The Roman Inquisition, when I was one of the seeretaries of the
Vatican Council, employed all over the world 200,000 agents belonging
to every social class, from royal princes down to domestic servants.
The monarchy of Savoy, when it became mistress of Rome, by
confirming the law of the Papal guarantee, gave in effect its sanction or
recognition to this secret tribunal, whose action makes the most
powerful to tremble. The predecessor of the present Archbishop of
Canterbury had one of its agents for his secretary, as was acknowledged by Cardinal Antonelli; and M. de Lantscheers, then Belgian
Minister of Justice, kept beside him another of these agents, who passed
himself off as a Jesuit father.
One day, when dining at Tours with Monseigneur Fruchaud, the:
Archbishop said to me-although I was then but the humble cure of a
small parish in Touraine,-" My dear cure, I like you well, but I am
never qmte happy in your company; you know too much about the
Roman Inquisition! "
" True, Monseigneur," I replied, " and it would be enough for me to
denounce you in order to your very soon having a successor! "
" It is a terrible system, all the .same," he answered, with a melancholyair.
On the morning of the second Tuesday of every month the President
of the tribunal of the Inquisition, who is a Cardinal, receives from the
secretary (who is always a Dominican) the correspondence of the
preceding month. After studying it he sets aside the reports which
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contain nothing of importance, and classifies the others. In the
evening he submits the latter to a committee of eleven Dominicans,
who sit with him in judgment upon them, and mark their decisions by
affixing one or other of three sea},; on each document-a white one for
" Insanity," a grey one for" Seclusion," and a red one for" Death."
[On our requesting by letter an explanation of each of these, M. du
Belloy obligingly replied: "The Inquisition is an absolutely secret
tribunal, whilst the seven other Congregations (except the General
Assembly of the Holy Office, presided over by the Pope) are public.
The Inquisition has no archives: the letters addressed to it are
destroyed. The greater part of its 200,QOO agents are in close touch
with agents who keep an eye on what they are doing.
" One must have had the opportunity of bE'ing present at a meeting
of the Inquisition, or must be an Inquisitor himself, in order to know
what goes on there.
" In my pamphlet of October, 18 Q 2, 'The Inquisition and Gambetta,'
I described how, when attending the Vatican Council, I had an opportunity (as a hidden eavesdropper) of being present at a certain conclave
of Inquisitors, held in the convent of Minerva. The chairman was
Cardinal Guidi, and eleven others, all Dominicans. I remained two
hours, at no small ri8k, for had I been discovered I should never have
been seen again.
" As for the white seal of which you ask an explanation, it is sent to
the agent when the person he has denounc·,d is not thought worthy of
death, and when it would be dangerous or impossible to secure his
detention in a convent or prison for life (denoted by the grey seal).
In that case certain steps are taken to have him visited by a doctor,
who will certify him to be insane, and the police accepting his testimony,
the .unhappy man is spirited off to an asylum, whence he never emerges
agam.
-" Protestants of Great Britain and Ireland, continue your resistance
to Rome, or your grand country will speedily sink to the level of
Spain! "1
M. du BeIloy's article then continues :- If the person accused be of the hi!!;hest rank (cardinal, patriarch,
primate, or archbishop), the sentence is submitted to the general
Congregation of the Holy Office, composed of twelve cardinals under
the presidency of the Pope, who gives the sovereign decision.
If it is the case of a prelate of the second order (bishop, mitred abbe,
papal prelate), or of a priest, an inquiry is orderi'd. In all the other
cases, however, there is no appeal, even though the matter concerned
a reigning prince.
I remember the case of a statesman in Santa Fe of Bogota, whose
daughter had become a Protestant. The unhappy father was sent a
red seal, and was obliged to give effect to the sentence.
The correspondence of the Inquisition, being in cipher, can be read
only by those who have the key. A subordinate agent never writes
himself; he is often, indeed, ignorant who his terrible masters are.
His reports are made to an agent of higher grade, generally his
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confessor. The latter (never a bishop) writes to Rome, to the mast·er
of the Sacred Palace (who is always a Dominican), using." dog-Latin ,.
formulas, such as "Antonius est in malo-Orate pro eo--Turoniln£s,
Lugduno," etc. That is to say, " Antony is in evil case; pray fer him.
Tours, Lyons," or whatever may be his address. These words, unintelligible to the" profane," have a sinister meaning to the initiated.
After due examination of each case, if no reply to its informant is
necessary, the tribunal sends him an envelope containing only a sheet
of blank paper. The superior agent who receives this takes no more
to do with the matter, even if he receives fresh charges against the
accused. If the latter is condemned, the agent is sent, between two
sheets of paper, all the three seals, in white, grey, and red wax, and he
well knows how to act. Woe betide him if he fails to do so! The
red seal awaits himself!
I have good reason for saying that the Roman Inquisition at the
present time is much more terrible than in the sixteenth, seventeenth,
and eighteenth centuries, when it worked for the most part in the light
of day. Nothing escapes that tribunal. As Cardinal Guidi, one of its
former presidents, declared, it is "Mistress of the World."-From
A Voice from Italy, for April, 1905.

MULTUM IN PARVO.
A PROPOSAL in favour of the establishment of a Roman Catholic University in Ireland made in the House of Commons on the 13th ult.although the Prime Minister spoke in favour of granting such an
instltution at the national expense-was happily defe<:.ted by a large
majority. Mr. BaHour confessed that he saw no prospect of such a
scheme being carried out so long as public opinion in Great Britain
remained what it was. We hope that Protestant opposition to the
Papal demand in question will never be relaxed.
While Roman
Catholic countries are taking practical steps to reduce Sunday labour,
Protestant England and Scotland are constantly increasing-especially
for purposes of pleasure-the employment of workmen in the public
service. The latest instance is that of Edinburgh and the neighbourhood. Thus the Press reports: "An effort is being made in Leith to
prevent the introduction of Sunday tram-cars. When the new electric
system comes into operation, the Tramway Committee wish to give a
Sunday service. At present, although T~eith has a population of over
90,000, there is no means of journeying about the town on Sundays
unless by cabs. Passengers from Edinburgh for the Forth pleasure
steamers have on Sundays to alight from the Edinburgh cable cars at
the boundary with Leith and walk fully a mile and a half to the pier.
A plebiscite is being taken with regard to the question."--A correspondent, writing to a weekly contemporary, says: "As some excellent
Protestants think the Pope is often unjustly accused as one 'who
opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is
worshipped, so that he as God sitteth in t e temple of God, showing
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himself that he is God,' allow me to draw their attention to the Pope's
Allocution at the Consistory at Rome on the 27th ult., when he said:
, The Pope, who humbly holds on earth the place of God.' Could pride
arrogance, and blasphemy go further? "--The Rev. J. B. Waddington, Vicar of Low Moor, and Honorary Secretary of the excellent
" Evangelical Protestant Union," has written to his Bishop (Dr. Knox)
that he can no longer conscientiously support Dioeesan Societies. We
commend Mr. Waddington's faithful and fearless action in this matter,
and append an extract from hie. letter setting forth his objections to
the Romanizing uses to which Diocesan funds are frequently put, and
the grounds of his decision no longer to co-operate with such Societies.
He wrote: "Because the deadly errors and soul-destroying practices
of Sacerdotalism have made, and are making, rapid strides in the
Reformed Church of England (as your Lordship knows only too well ?),
I cannot now conscientiously nor consistently support Societies which
assist Parishes indiscriminately. My Lord, I ask, ' Where will it end? '
The now avowed aim of the Romanizers in our Church is plainly stated
by their leaders-for example, Lord Halifax-also, as given in my
tract, Compromise: or, No Surrender? which I subjoin: In Essays
on the Reunion of Christendom, edited by the Rev. G. Lee, D.C.L.,
with an Jntroductory Essay by the Rev. E. B. Pusey, D.D., the following passages occur on page 180: 'The marvel is, that Roman
Catholics, whatever their views may be, do not see the wisdom of aiding
us to the utmost. Admitting that we are but a lay body with no
pretensions to the name of a Church, we yet, in our MJief (however
mistaken) that we are one, are doing for England that which they
cannot do. We are teaching men to believe that God is to be worshipped under the form of Bread, and they are learning the lesson from
us which they have refused to learn from the Roman teachers who have
been among us for the last three hundred years. We are tea0hing men
to endure willingly the pain of confession, which is an intense trial to
the reserved Anglo-Saxon nature, and to believe that a man's 'I
absolve thee,' is -the voice of God. How many English ProteRtants
have Roman priests brought to Confession, compared with the Anglican
clergy? Could they have overcome the English dislike to ' mummery,'
as we are overcoming it 1 On any hypothesis we are doing their work.'
A leading artir.le in the Church Times of March 24th, 1871-the organ
of the Ritualists-contains the following statement: 'We are contending, as our adversaries know full well, for the extirpation of Protestant
opinions and practices, not merely within the Church itself, but throughout all England. . . . What we want i::; not to force a Close or ~t McNeile
into a Popish vestment, but to make Closes and McNeiles as extinct
for the future as the dodo.' I ask again, Shall we compromise the
truth of God-the truth for which our forefathers went to the stakethat we may unite with traitors to their God, their Church, and their
Country? "--'While referring to the "Evangelical Protestant
Union" we again recommend it to the favoura:ble notice of our
Protestant readers. It was established in 1879, and its admirable
objeets cannot be better stated than its official organ gives it, namely,
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" To Unite decided Evangelical Protestant Congregations and Member~
of the Episcopal Churches of England and Ireland, who have determmed, with the help of God, to use all their influence to maintain and
make known the trut.h in its integrity, and to oppose the progress of
error, resolving to make no compromise with it, and to make no surrender of the sound Scriptural Principles and Practices of the Reformation." The address of. its Honorary Secretary is: Rev. J. B.
Waddington, Low Moor Vicarage, Clitheroe, Lancashire, from whom
information respecting the Union may be had.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY.
THE ninety-eighth Annual Meeting will (D. v.) be held on Wednesday
evening, May 10th, at 7 o'clock, in the Mansion House, by permission
of the Lord Mayor. The Right Hon. Evelyn Ashley will preside,
supported by the Ven. Archdeacon Noyes, B.D., General Sir W.
Stirling, K.C.B., R.A., Mr. F. A. Bevan, and other gentlemen. Tickets
can be obtained at the Office, and the attendance of all who desire
the welfare of the Lord's aged poor is heartily invited.
The readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE are again reminded of t]1e
beloved Editor's visit to London on Thursday evening, May 25th,
when, at 7 o'clock, he will (D. v.) preach in St. Stephen's Church,
Coleman Street, near the Bank of England. It is hoped that this
spacious edifice will be filled by friends of the Society and of the Rev.
J. Ormiston, whose Annual London Sermon on behalf of the Institution
has for years past been helpful to so many of God's people in the
Metropolis.
By the death of Mr. W. H. Collingridge, the Society has lost a warmhearted and earnest supporter, who has done much in past years to
forward its interests, especially in the City of London. The Committee
deeply regret their loss, and would indeed be thankful if a similar
friend would occupy the place thus vacated. Many gaps in the ranks
of the contributors have been made this year; will non-subscribers
kindly consider whether they cannot fill the blanks thus created?
The number of pensioners now stands at 1671, and the expenditure
in pensions during the past twelve months has reached the total of
£12,555. If instead of pensioners we use the term " life annuitants,"
the heavy rl'spom;ibilities resting upon the Society will appeal more
forcibly to our readers, and will, it is hoped, be an incentive to renewed
effort. Twenty-five years ago the figures stood respectively at 973
and £5,E>67, showing the increase which has marked the last quarter
of a century.
The pensioners are the Lord's own children; the Bible is to them a
daily companion; many a passage has been to them a "rod" and a
" staff" through their long pilgrimage, and they can testify to the
goodness and mercy that have followed them,as promised by a
covenant-keeping God. j
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
As we write these lines, no small interest is being manifested throughout
Europe in the issues of an inevitable engagement in Far Eastern waters
between the Russian and Japanese fleets, which may go far to decide
the question of peace. The military position in Manchuria remains
one of comparative inactivity, probably on account of exhaustion after
the almost unparalleled conflict to which we referred last month.
Preparations on both sides are being made for the seige of Vladivostock.
The domestic condition of Russia is pregnant with evil portent, and
should the naval engagement, now imminent, prove adverse to Russia,
it may precipitate a revolutionary movement which the Czar and his
intolerant advisers will be unable to control. The war with Japan is
becoming increasingly unpopular throughout the Muscovite Empire,
and the prolongation of hostilities suggests that judical blindness has
been sent on the persecutors of God's ancient people-the Jews.
A terrific earthquake, involving the loss of thousands of lives and a
vast destruction of property, has visited Lahore and other parts of
India, which, added to the very high mortality resulting from an
epidemic of plague, casts a deep gloom over that country. We regret
to add that among the victims who lost their lives from the earthquake
were several missionaries. Some marvellous escapes from death are
reported. Lady Curzon, wife of the Viceroy, who only lately returned
to India after a dangerous illness, was exposed to imminent peril, but
was brought through the terrible ordeal unhurt.
"" Our readers are aware that a movement initiated by the Dean of
Canterbury and the Rev. Prebendary Webb-Peploe to bring about a
modus vi'L'endi between the conflicting sections in the National Church
on matters of Ritual, based on " Catholic" authority during the First
Six Centuries of the Christian era, has received considerable support
from the clergy, who have appended their names to a Declaration.
From the earliest mention of the movement we have considered the
proposal reflecUl on the supreme authority of the Word of God. It is
therefore a real gratification to us that a counter Declaration has been
drawn up and signed by a number of clergymen, the text of which is
as follows : "We, the undersigned Clergymen of the Church of England, have
viewed with apprehension the development of a recent movement in
. favour of an Appeal to the First Six Centuries of the Christian era, as
affording a basis for the regulation of doctrine and practice in the
Church of England.
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" In connection with this movement, some three thousand Clergymen
have signed a Declaration endorsing the principle 'that nothing can
be accepted as truly Catholic which cannot claim the general assent
and observance of the Christian Church before the end of the Sixth
Century.'
"This Declaration has been formally presented to the Archbishop
of Canterbury by a Deputation professedly representative of 'l:1,ll the
great schools in the Church of England,' and has been welcomed by
his Grace as a pledge that the signatories would' view with toleration
and sympathy the admission of variations in the uses and formularies
of the Churrh of England consistent with the practire of the First Six
Centuries.'
"The principle of the Declaration, expressed in positive terms, has
been accepted by the Lower House of Convocation of the Southern
Province, and it is now proposed to submit the matter to the Royal
Commission on Ecclesiastical Disciplinll.
" In view of these facts, we feel it incumbent upon us to express
our conviction that such an appeal as is now being made to the First
Six Centuries is fraught with grave peril.
"We regret that the Declaration made no mention of the absolute
and sole supremacy of Holy 'Writ, and we are persuaded that, in the
repeated assertions of this supremacy, contained in her Articles and
Formularies, our Church has provided us with the only safe principle
for the regulation of doctrine and practice.
"We believe that the Church's Articles and Formularies, as they
stand, and as they have been authoritatively interpreted, are sufficient
as the basis for the administration of discipline, and that an official
endorsement of the Appea.I to the First Six Centuries (marked as these
were by grave and increasing corruptions of faith :md practice) could
only result in weakening the authority of Holy Writ, and alienating the
sympathies of the great majority of the English people."

The General Committee of the C.M.S. has had under consideration
the financial position of the Soc-iety consequent upon the failure of
the year's income to meet the year's expenditure by about (as far as
can 'be at present gathered) £30,000 or £40,000. The Committee has
passed the following resolutions: "(1) The Committee rec-eive with
much concern the statement of the results of the financial position of
the Society so far as at present gathered. They are not surprised,
after the generous efforts made so widely last year, that there should be
some reaction, especially during a time of much financial depressif''1...
On the other hand, they recognize that increased expenditure in t,
current year could hardly have been avoided after the severe restrictioJ:
of the two previous years. But they are conscious that the presc
statement will cause much disappointment to many friends; and tb_ J
desire humbly to learn the lessons designed by their Heavenly Father,
and look to Him for guidance in so dificult a position; (2) The Comy
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mittee cannot, however, regard the situation apart from the remarkable
circumstances in which they met a year ago; they recall with devout
thankfulness the gracious deliverance from financial embarrassment
which, through the mercy of God, they then experienced, and they
cannot doubt that they were rightly led in taking it to be a sign of His
will that they should continue on the lines which He had so greatly
blessed, as expressed in their resolution of April 19th, 1904. (3) Having
regard, moreover, to the considerable increase in the offers of service
during the past few months which have been reported to the Committee,
and the remarkable openings and developments which have been
recently brought before them, and which could not be disregarded
without permanent injury to the Society's work, the Committee would
rather see in the present trial a solemn call from God to more real
consecration of life and to the increased efforts at home, than any
indication of the Divine will that the course hitherto followed should
be reversed, and the Society's Missions be reduced or restrained.
(4) The Committee do not doubt that if by suitable encouragement
and help all parishes and Associations supporting the Society came to
be worked as energetically as some are, a very much larger income
could be raised without difficultv or the least detriment to other
Christian work; and they confidently hope that the vigorous efforts
of the Home Department, and the new plans it is now setting on foot,
will, by the Divine blessing, be speedily successful in stirring up fresh
zeal and diligence. They appeal earnestly to all friends to foster the
development of these plans for promoting on more systematic lines
study of Missions, prayer for Missions, and liberal support of Missions.
Thus only will the Society be enabled to remove the deficit, and to meet
the ever-growing demands of its Missions and the openings for establishing
new Mission stations."
The accounts of some other Societies (says the Record) are now
available. The Church Pastoral Aid Society's income for the year
ending March 31st, reached a total of £66,488 18s.-an increase over
the previous year of £6,218 5s. 5d. This result is due to legacies,
which were £22,674 12s. as against £14,905 Is. 4d. last year-an increase
of £7,769 10s. 8d. But, owing to the action of the Legacy Adjustment
Fund, only £59,177 can be regarded as available income, compared
with £58,770 last year. In two important respects there has been
retrogression. Ordinary donations are £1,110 less, and the returns
from Auxiliaries are £454 less than last year. On the other hand,
subscriptions received direct show an increase of £276, and the Ladies"
. ~. - .tHome Mission Union, which has never gone back in its contributions to
~~--> '7rLthe Society since it once started, has increased its gifts by £48 5s. 4d.
an· The Colonial and Continental Church Society has done well finan~ :cially in the year just closed.
The income available for the year's
. re expenditure has been £21,659, or, including special funds, £24,173,
. as against £19,147 and £23,219 last year-an increase of £2,512 and
. £954 respectively. The increase is principally' due to Associations,

320

The Gospel Magazme.

which have gone up £1,300-a very healthy sign. The expenditure
has been £21,585, as l;l,gainst £20,354. Thus there is a balance of £73
on the year's working, though last year's deficit of £1,207 has not been
wiped off. Colonial I¥:ants are the largest item in the expenditure,
and have risen to £9,282; and if special funds are added, the total
amount sent out to the Colonial wQrk was £9,899. This represents an .
increase of £623 and £442 respectively. Four years ago the Colonial
grants were only £6,690, so that the growth in this section of the work
has been rapid. The summer and winter chaplaincies produced a
slight balance for the general funds, having brought in £3,839 and cost
£3,768. It is obvious to all who know the facts that, though the
Society's work has shown such encouraging advance, the call. for its
help to the newly settled parts of the Colonies far exceeds its resources.
The Religious Tract Society will report a decided increase in the
returns from Associations, donations, and collections; but legacies
are much lower, and so decrease the total income.

REVIEWS.
INSPIRATION AND INTERPRETATION. SEVEN SERMONS bv the Rev.
JOHN W. BURGON, Fellow of Oriel College, Oxford; Sele·ct Preacher,
1860-1; afterwards Gresham Lecturer in Divinity, and Dean of
Chichester. Re-issued by C. H. WALLER, D.D. Pp. 273. 2s. 6d.
net. (London: M:arshall Brothers, Keswick House, Paternoster
Row). 1905.
Dr. WaIler has placed the cause of sound Bible <::.ri_~,}ism under very
real obligation by re-issuing the late Dean Burgon's learned and
luminous discourses on Inspiration and Interpretation. We know of
no more masterly and convincing treatise of similar compass than these
expositions of a question which to-day exceeds in general interest
anything known forty years ago. These reverent, scholarly, and
judicial pages afford refreshing reading, and it is much to be hoped
that thoughtful and accurate students of the Holy Scriptures will give
to the volume the attention it merits at their hands. Dr. WaIler's
copious and illuminating annotations throughout the book add
immensely to its practical usefulness. If we were asked to recommend
cl concise statement of the principles on which conservative Bible
cnticism rests, and to place in t~e hands of those who seek to acquaint
themselves with such a conclusive reply to the superficial fallacies of selistyled "H~gher" criticism, we should not hesitate for a moment to
name the volume under notice. It is admirably adapted to confirm
wavering minds in the truth of God's Word, and to reassure hearts
that have become unsettled in the faith of the Gospel. Our advice to
the readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE is to procure the volume and
prayerfullyto ponder its helpful contents. To Dr. WaIler we tender
our sincerest thanks.

