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REIGNING GRACE.
"But where sm ab01tnded, grace did much more abound: that
as sin hath reigned unto death, even so m1'ght grace reign, through
righteousness, unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ our Lo,d."-RoM.
v. 20, 21.

THAT eminent Puritan divine-PETER STERRy-whose profound
thoughts are embodied in writings too little known by the people
of GOD in these days of superficial reading, has some choice
reflections on grace reigning. He says: "Grace is the king upon
the throne, the king regnant-' Grace reigns.' Divines distip.guish
grace into Grat1'a gratum faciens, and Gratia gratis da,ta--grace
making us grateful, or acceptable, and grace freely given. The
first is love eternally residing in the heart of the FATHER as in its
living and rich spring, where it r:seth up freely and plentifully
without beginning or end, abatement or increase, always filling
its fountain up to the brim, as Jordan doth his banks in time of
harvest. The second is a divine liveliness or inherent grace in
the heart of a saint. This is the reflection of the divine love,
shedding itself from the heart of the FATHER in living and lively
beams into the bosom of a saint, from whence they return and
rebound upon the FATHER again, with the whole spirit of a saint
kindled into a flame of heavenly love, forming itself into all pure
and divine lovelinesses. The grace here mentioned is plainly free17
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grace. Is not that the grace of GOD, and free-grace, which is
antecedent and sovereign to all good of grace and of glory. of
righteousness, of eternal life, of JESUS CHRIST Himself, the Mediator
and Minister of this grace 1 Is not grace, or divine love, free and
sovereign, absolutely, universally, supremely free and sovereign,
which bringeth forth all these at its will and word, which bringeth
forth itself into all these, and through them, as so many divine
virtues, powers, and forms, by which it displayeth and diffuseth
itself over all in everlasting sweetnesses and beauties, by which
it establisheth its kingdom over all, an endless kingdom of everflourishing sweetnesses and beauties 1 "
Grace is the glory of GOD. Grace everywhere sparkles in His
Word. Grace began and grace will end the salvation of the objects
of the eternal love of the FATHER, the SON, and the HOLY GHOST.
The reign of grace begins in time, but its dominion is eternal;
it is an empire, unlike all other empires, for it shall never know
decay, decline, or defeat. It is the most excellent of all the gifts
bestowed on sinful men by the bountiful hand of a covenantkeeping GOD. Grace is His free favour in its unfettered and
unconditional activities. Grace is the rock-bed on which the
counsels of salvation are built, and nothing throughout the universe
can shake it. Grace permeates the entire, vast fabric of the divine
purposes in their beneficent relations to the elect family of the
FATHER. That which gives immutability to grace is that it "reigns
through righteousness "-the righteousness of God-as set forth
in the Person and work of "JESUS CHRIST our LORD." Grace and
truth came to us "by JESUS CHRIST" in a righteous way, in a
way perfectly consistent with all the divine attributes. The atonement made by our adorable SUBSTITUTE on Calvary displays
the Divine righteousness, justice, mercy, and love in exquisite
harmony. "Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness
and peace have kissed each other." Thus, grace reigns through
righteousness-on righteous principles-and so can never be
dethroned! The sceptre wielded by grace in CHRIST is that of
incorruptible rectitude; "a sceptre of righteousness" (or, as the
margin renders the word, rightness, or, straitness) "is the sceptre
of thy kingdom" (Heb. i. 8). There is nothing crooked or perverted
in the rule of grace. The kingdom of grace in the hearts of
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believers-for it is in them alone that grace reigns-is one of order
and peace.
Its issues, too, are established in strict accordance with that
uprightness in the character of the living GOD which is the glory
of His perfections. Hence, it is declared in the passage under
notice, that grace shall reign "unto eternal life." And that
" life" includes in itself all "the fulness of GOD"! - here in
foretaste, hereafter in fruition. Here, saints enjoy the shadow of
it-for time is the shadow of eternity-but yonder, the meridian
sunshine of it. "Grace is the dawn of glory, the rosy morning to
glory's day." Well did an old writer devoutly and adoringly
exclaim, "Oh, how good a king is free-grace! How happy are
all those who live under the reign of this king, the end and effect
of whose reign is eternal life in all his subjects. He sets a double
crown of righteousness and immortality upon all their heads;
so they all become fellow-kings with their king, with this sovereign
love, and by free-grace become as free as this grace itself."
Yet, while we grace-saved sinners thus magnify the free-grace
which lovingly chose us, redeemed us, called us, keeps us, and
purifies us, let us ever hold fast to the precious truth that the LORD
JESUS CHRIST is the sum, the source, and the supply of all this
grace! He, in His blessed Person-GoD and MAN-is the embodiment of all grace. The power of grace, its sweetness, sufficiency,
and fruitful effects are all of Him, and through Him, and therefore,
as partakers of grace, we owe to Him all the honour and praise of
our glorious inheritance. Oh, how feeble, how inferior in us is
this exercise of gratitude for the unsearchable riches of grace which
we have already received! And then what shall we say of the
infinite treasures of grace laid up for us in CHRIST-for the coming
days of eternity 1
" Grace all the work shall crown,
Through everlasting days;
It lays in heaven the topmost stone,
And well deserves the praise! "
THE EDITOR.
THERE are not more merciful words in the Scriptures than
admonitions which tend to preserve the elect of God from the snares
which surround them.
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A PRECIOUS THING.
" Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints."PSALM cxvi. 15.

How blessedly does this divine declaration light up the valley of
the shadow of death for redeemed souls! " Death," be it observed,
is included among the " all things" which the Holy Spirit assures
believers "are yours"! How truly marvellous are the triumphs
of free and sovereign grace! " For all things are yours; whether
Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death,
or things present, or things to come; all are yours; and ye
are Christ's; and Christ is God's" (1 Cor. iii. 21-23). That devouring monster, whose deadly sting is sin, is thus divinely made to
yield the Church of God joys unspeakable and full of glory. As
t4e carcase of the lion that met Samson in the way, which he slew
without a weapon, afterwards yielded goodly supplies of sweetest
honey, so " out of the eater "--aeath-----f:,omes forth spiritual" meat"
for God's dear people, and their curse is made a blessing. The
substitutionary, penal death of Christ spoiled of its sting the death
of His brethren, andfor them it is no longer death to die. The
bitterness of their death is past. It lies in the far, far background;
indeed if it be sought for at the cross it cannot be found, for
the Lord Jesus bore it away into a land of forgetfulness. When
He rose from the dead, it rose not with Him. No vestige of
imputed sin, nor of the curse due to it, ascended with Him to the
right hand of the Father; and as certainly as He, the Representative, Surety, and Head of the Church, entered into the heavenly
glory, so shall likewise every redeemed member of His mystical
body. "The second death" has no power to touch a hair of the
head of a child of God, because it is destitute of all moral and legal
claim against him. He stands justified from all things, through
the meritorious life and death of his Covenant Mediator. " Who
shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect? It is God that
justifieth." And if He, against whom all sin is committed, justify,
or declare just, the believing sinner, who shall adjudge him
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guilty and make him again the subject of condemnation 1 Thus,
death, as a penalty, has no authority over believers in the risen
Lord Jesus Christ. When He died under the accursed load of
imputed sin, they died" in Him." When He rose again, because
of their justification (Rom. iv. 25), they were quickened together
with Him (Eph. n. 5, 6). How, then, is it possible that" the sting
of death, which is sin," should a second time affect their lot 1
" Payment God will not twice demand,
First at my dying Surety's hand,
And then again at mine! "
It is upon the ground of strict justice that the believer's death is a
thing of " precious" concern to our heavenly Father. " Precious
in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints," for they are
the purchase of the blood-the "precious blood "-{)f His allbeloved co-eternal Son. The article of death, in the case of the
redeemed, is no "King of terrors." The process of becoming
" absent from the body," and of being" present with the Lord,"
is not Scripturally described as the crossing of a "chilly stream,"
in some of our uninspired hymns. The blessedness of the dead
who" die in the Lord," and that which makes their departure so
ineffably glorious, is that their adorable Redeemer is thereby
claiming the travail of His soul and receiving the part-reward of
His" meritorious cross and passion." He has by redemption a
right to enter His garden when He will, and to gather the choice
" lilies" (Song of Solomon vi. 2), upon which He has lavished
the ezceeding riches of His grace, the infinite tenderness of His
mercy, and the inexhaustible treasures of His love. His beloved
ones are His, and He is theirs. Why, then, should they not be
with Him where He is 1 " Father," He pleads, "I will that they
also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am; that
they may behold My glory, which Thou hast given Me: for Thou
lovedst Me before the foundation of the world" (John xvii. 24).
One after another of His redeemed He asks at the hand of the
Father, and thus receives into His bosom the welcome objects of
His eternal love. Their call from a poor, sinful, dying world,
therefore, is no occasion for overmuch sorrow on the part of their
spiritual kindred who are yet in the body and groaning for their
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own deliverance. How sweet, in this connection, are the words
in the Burial Service which were ministerially used by the writer
last month at the grave-side of a spiritually ripe young Ohristian
sister-a member of Mary-le-port congregation-" Beseeching Thee
that it may please Thee, of Thy gracious goodness, shortly to
accomplish the number of Thine elect, and to hasten Thy kingdom;
that we, with all those that are departed in the true faith of Thy
holy name, may have oUr perfect consummation and bliss, both in
body and soul, in Thy eternal and everlasting glory; through
Jesus Christ our Lord."
How differently did the Apostle Paul consider the subject of
death from the view entertained by many Christians in our own
times. "For to me to live is Christ," wrote he to the Philippian
believers, "and to die is gain." To die was, to him, to be " with
Christ," and that was unspeakable" gain" when compared with
abiding" in the flesh." He dearly loved his brethren at Philippi,
and was willing, for their sakes, to remain a while, but he felt himself
"in a strait betwixt two," for he had a strong" desire to depart,
and to be with Christ." The language he uses is expressive of an
ardent longing for death-even that of martyrdom. "According
to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall be
ashamed, but that with all boldness, as always, so also now, Christ
shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by death."
Augustus Toplady has some precious thoughts on the dying of
believers. He himself was accustomed to die daily, and consequently he wrote on such a subject with peculiar force and
sympathy. He observes: "To them who are in a state of grace
death is no more than a friendly visit from the God of love. 'As
a person (to use the comparison of an excellent writer) that takes
a walk in his garden, if he spy a beauteous full-grown flower,
gathers it, and gives it a place in his bosom, so the Lord takes,
as it were, His walks in His gardens, the Churches, and gathers
His lilies-souls full ripe for glory-and with delight takes them
to Himself.' Not satisfied with only deputing His angels to
escort believers to the sky, He comes Himself, in the manifestations
of His presence, and, as it were, takes them by the hand, and leads
them safe to Zion, His holy mountain. What is this world but a
sort of academy wherein God's children are placed for education 1
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And, when their education is finished, when they have taken their
degree in holiness, and are properly qualified for heaven, the Father
of mercy orders out the chariot of death to convey His children
home. From that hour, He no longer visits them, but they visit
Him: and are with Him for ever and ever. Oh, what a burst of
joy, what a scene of glory opens up to the ravished view, and beams
on the triumphant soul of a saint in the moment of departure!
The death-bed of a Christian is the ante-chamber of heaven, and
the very suburbs of the New Jerusalem. When the silver cords
of life loosen apace, when the last pins of the earthly tabernacle
are taken out, when the lips of the expiring saint turn pale and the
blush forsakes the cheek, and that little breath he draws returns
cold, when his limbs quiver, when the pulse forgets to beat, when
the crimson current in his veins begins to stagnate, and the hovering
soul is just on the wing for glory, fast as the world darkens upon
his sight, fast as TO (JV1jTOV (the mortal part, 2 Cor. v. 4) of his
composition, subsides and falls off from the dis-imprisoned spirit,
he brightens into the perfect image of God, and kindles into more
than an angel of light. J ehovah visits him with smiles of everlasting love; Jesus beckons him into the regions of eternal day;
the blessed Spirit of God wafts him with a gentle gale over the
stream of death. The angelic potentates deem it an honour to
usher in the ransomed soul, and convey the precious freight. Disembodied spirits, who were landed long before, throng the blissful
coast, to congratulate the new-born seraph on his safe arrival.
When a believer lands in glory, the whole Church triumphant
may be supposed to welcome the new-admitted peer. He makes
a public entry into the Celestial City, the New Jerusalem, which
is above. As joy is in heaven when a sinner repents, so joy is in
heaven when a saint is taken home." The beloved author of
"Rock of Ages, cleft for me," makes some further profitable observations on the privileged death of the Lord's believing people. He
writes: "I shall mention one other fear common to many of
God's redeemed, namely, the fear of death. Some true believers
are apt to cry out (as the human nature of Christ Himself did),
, Father, save Me from this hour.' But why are you so dismayed
at the prospect of getting home~· Are you afraid of dying; or,
of what you may suffer in your last conflict ~ Turn again to your
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rest; for the Lord will deal bountifully with you, and be better
to you than your fears.
, . . . . Who can take
Death's portrait true?
Fear shakes the pencil; fancy loves excess;
Dark ignorance is lavish of her shades;
And these the formidable picture draw.
Man forms a death that nature never made;
Then on the point of his own fancy falls,
And fears a thousand deaths in fearing one.'
"None return from the gmve to tell us what it is to die. Some
happy believers have, indeed, sung, in their last moments, ' 0 death,
where is thy once-imagined sting? Can this be termed dying? '
And very probably the passage is both sweeter and smoother
than living imagination is apt to suppose. I lost an excellent
parishioner in the year 1765. Though he had not the least doubt of
his salvation, but, as far as spiritual and eternal things were concerned, lay, for many weeks triumphing in the full assurance of faith.
he still dreaded the separation of soul and body, from an apprehension of what nature must endure in the parting stroke. Some
little time before the knot was actually untied, God was pleased
to indulge him with a foretaste of death. He was for nearly an
hour quite gone-in appearance; and his family began to conclude
that the final struggle was over. By degrees, however, he came to
himself; and on my asking him how he did, he answered that
God had given him a specimen of death, and he found it not so
terrible as he apprehended. From that period all his dread of
dying vanished away; and he continued, without any shadow of
fear, filled with the peace which passeth all understanding, until
his disimprisoned spirit flew to the bosom of God. Oh, then,
whoever thou art that art troubled in like manner, cast thy burden
on the Lord. You have found Him faithful in other things;
and you may safely trust Him for this. He has delivered you in
six troubles, and in the seventh He will be nigh unto you. The
waterfloods shall not overflow thee, neither shall the deeps swallow
thee up. The Rock of Ages lies at the bottom of the brook; and
God will give you firm footing all the way through. Or, are you
afraid of the consequences of death, and what will come after 1
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Throw yourself upon God in Christ, and you are safe. Christ's
righteousness is law-proof, death-proof, and judgment-proof. Do
you dread the buffetings of Satan? God will not let him take
advantage of your weakness. You shall overcome, yea, you shall
be more than conqueror, through the blood of the Lamb and the
Word of His testimony. Are you apprehensive lest your faith be
small, and your sanctification be imperfect? Christ will be
interceding for you that your faith fail not; and the Holy Ghost
will take care not to leave His work of grace upon your soul unfinished.
You tremble, perhaps, at the thought of laying aside your weak,
sinful, mortal body. But you will receive it again; not such as
it now is, frail, defiled, and perishable; but bright with the glory,
and perfect in the image of God. The body is that to the soul
which a garment is to the body. When you take to yourself repose
at night you lay aside your' clothes until morning; and resume
them when you rise-. What is the grave but the believer's ward·
robe, of which God is the doorkeeper? In the resurrection morning
the door will be thrown open, and the glorified soul shall descend
from heaven to put on a glorified robe, which was indeed folded
up and laid away in dishonour, but shall be taken out from the
repository enriched and beautified with all the ornaments of nature
and of grace. Should I be asked, What is the grand remedy against
undue fear of every possible kind? I answer, in one word, Communion with God. 'He,' says good Dr. Owen, 'who woUld be
little in temptation, must be much in prayer.' Ply the Mercy·
seat. Eye the blood of Christ. Cry mightily to the Spirit of God.
To which I add: Wait at the footstool in hply stillness of soul.
Sink into nothing before the uncreated Majesty. If He shine
within, you will fear nothing from without. What made the
martyrs fearless? Their souls were filled with Christ. Jesus
lifted up the beams of His love upon their minds, and they smiled
at all the fires which man could kindle."
How graciously helpful are these Scriptural counsels for those
precious souls who "through fear of death" are buffeted and
bound by Satan! May they be owned and blessed of the Spirit
of grace to any dear fellow-pilgrims Zionward who are thus exercised
and whose eyes may fall on these lines. Dear Augustus Toplady's
consolatory lines, written in 1778, may well close these "Notes"
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on the preciousness in the Lord's sight of the death of His
saints : " Deathless principle, arise;
Soar, thou native of the skies;
Pearl of price, by Jesus brought,
To His glorious likeness wrought,
Go, to shine before His throne;
Deck His mediatorial crown;
Go, His triumphs to adorn,
Made for God, to God return.

"

" Lo, He beckons from on high!
Fearless to His presence fly ;
Thine the merit of His blood,
Thine the righteousness of God.
Angels, joyful to attend,
Hovering round thy pillow bend;
Wait to catch the signal given,
And escort thee quick to heaven.
" Is thy earthly house distressed,
Willing to retain her guest ~
'Tis not thou, but she must die ;
Fly, celestial tenant, fly.
Burst thy shackles, drop thy clay,
Sweetly breathe thyself away,
Singing, to thy crown remove;
Swift of wing, and fired with love.
" Shudder not to pass the stream;
Venture all thy care on Him;
Him, whose dying love and power
Stilled its tossing, hushed its roar.
Safe is the expanded wave,
Gentle as a summer's eve;
Not one object of His care
Ever suffered shipwreck there.
" See the haven full in view!
Love Divine shall bear thee through.
Trust to that propitious gale,
Weigh thy anchor, spread thy sail.
Saints, in glory perfect made,
Wait thy passage through the shade;
Ardent for thy coming o'er,
See they throng the blissful shore.

'-
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" Mount, their transports to improve;
Join the longing choir above;
Swiftfy to their wish be given;
Kindle higher joy in heaven.
Such the prospects that arise
To the dying Christian's eyes!
Such the glorious vista faith
Opens through the shades of death."

J. O.

Clifton.
GONE HOME.

.AB aged reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE who had rejoiced in its teaching
for more than half a century, and had attained the ripe age of eightyfour years, was laid to rest in the Blackburn Cemetery on the 28th
February, 1906, awaiting a better resurrection-Miss Hannah Bridge,
by name. She was a woman of a gentle, sympathetic nature, of a
humble, prayerful disposition, yet of a somewhat sorrowful spirit,
but ever ready to cheer and comfort those in any sorrow by some
suitable reference to the source of all true consolation, the Word of
the living God. She loved the doctrines of grace, and delighted to
hear the footsteps of the flock traced out in an experimental manner
by a free-grace minister of the Gospel of God's dear Son. More than
forty years ago, a dear friend asked her how long she had been on the
way to heaven, and she replied by saying, " Do you mean how long I
have been anxious about my soul ~ " Her answer is not known, but
the following incident will give an idea as to her sympathy and deep
spiritual understanding.
In the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for 1885 (page 432), there is a reference to-a
Sunday-school teacher of much spiritual experience providentially
meeting with a person who in her early days had been a scholar in the
same Sunday-school many years before. Miss Bridge was the Sundayschool teacher referred to, and was the honoured instrument of leading
the anxious soul towards the way of peace. For five hours the two
conversed together on soul matters. The elder one had trod the same
pathway, and told the troubled one, " Ah! bless you, woman, you are
going on aright! you want the GOSPEL MAGAZINE! Do not be disheartened." Wonder filled the sorrow-stricken soul as to what the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE could be. An offer to lend some copies was gladly
accepted. On opening one she joyfully read,
"Though dark be my way, since He is my guide,
'Tis mine to obey, 'tis His to provide;
Though cisterns be broken, and creatures all fail,
The word He has spoken shall surely prevail."
~

From that moment, peace filled her heart, the night of weeping was
succeeded by a joyous morning.
R. M.
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WELL·SPRINGS.
" And the Lord said, Behold, a place by me."-ExoD. xxxiii. 21.

MOSES, the man of God, declared to be " very meek above all the men
which were upon the face of the earth "-and unlike any other prophet
-because of him the Lord declares "whom the Lord knew face
to face, as a man speaketh to his friend," was favoured highly in
being called into this close and hallowed communion with J ehovah.
But since His holy face could not be seen on legal ground, Moses
must have revealed to him a Mediator ere he can co=une with God,
Who alone is to be revealed to a redeemed sinner's heart on Gospel
ground. Hence the servant of J ehovah is taught the necessity for this
Divine mediation. When he makes his request, "I beseech Thee
show me Thy glory," what a gracious and compassionate answer is
made to him. What a royal favour is granted unto that longing
heart!
" And He said, I will make all My goodness pass before thee, and I
will proclaim the name of the Lord before thee; and will be gracious
to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show
mercy. And He said, Thou canst not see My face, for there shall no
man see Me and live." Oh! how shortsighted, how ignorant we are
of our requests and what they would bring us, if grant-ed. What
a theme for adoring meditation is that wisdom that sees fit to deny
and spare us what in our finitude we so foolishly asked for! How
graciously He compassionates our ignorance. How tenderly He
deals with it, in and through the merits of His dear Son. Moses asks
to see God's glory. Had his request been granted, God's glory
would necessarily have consumed him, for no man could see His face
and live. But the answer comes to the spring and source of the desire"I will make all My goodness pass before thee," etc. God's goodness,
graciousness, and mercy are all folded up in Jesus Christ, and in and
through the revelation 6f Him alone could Moses and any other of His
children approach a Holy and Just Being and live. And, furthermore,
Moses is to be sheltered and hidden whilst God's glory passeth by. "And
the Lord said, Behold, there is a place by me, and Thou shalt stand
upon a rock; and it shall come to pass, while My glorypasseth by,
that I will put thee in a clift of the rock, and will cover thee with My
hand, while I pass by." In quoting the verse at the heading of this
article, I have purposely omitted the words which are printed in italics.
The original reads more forcibly without them, "Behold a place by
me!" When God's Word declares Behold! there is always something
very special about to be declared, and it behoves His children to
attend. Behold! see! attend! "Behold a place by Me." That is the
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gracious way in which the Lord answered the request of His servant
to see His glory. Now may the Holy Spirit make it a very profitable
Bubject for our meditation at this time, for it is fraught with precious
food for souls hungering after Jesus, the hidden manna. It was in
the mind of the Everlasting Father thus to reveal His Son to waiting
hearts before "the fullness of time" had come. In all ages, Jesus
was foretold, preached, set forth, declared, by type and vision. And
while as God, He was omnipresent, omniscient-yet as man, the
God-man, the Mediator, there must be a point of time and a place, when
this great mystery of Love shall be revealed, when all the purposes
of Love Incarnate shall be centred, pivoted-shall I say-and concentrated ~-in the taking upon Himself our flesh. That is a scheme of the
Eternal Council past all our comprehension. With the angels we
can only veil our faces and adore. For whilst in His Divine nature,
as we have said, He is omnipresent, illimitable, and could not suffer,
a " body" was" prepared" Him, "He became man," and His people
are found of Him in that place for their sakes. "The Word became
flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory." That is what
J ehovah taught His servant Moses, as He declared unto him, " Behold,
a place by Me." He had, previous to this, declared it unto His servant
when He appeared unto him on "the place whereon thou standest is
holy ground," when He revealed to him that great sight of " the bush
burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed." Here was a type
of Jesus, who stood the fiery test of the law, unhurt. Joshua had
a like pre-incarnation view of the Lord Jesus as " captain of the Lord's
host." When he was told "loose thy shoe from off thy foot, for
the place whereon thou standest is holy."
There was in every type, too, of the Tabernacle in the wilderness
reared by God's command, a symbol of the Divine Presence. The
ark, the table of shewbread, the candlestick, etc., all set forth Him
that was to come. To the pilgrim children of Israel, looking forward
to their promised inheritance, was given the word, "Then there shall
be a place which the Lord your God shall choose to cause His name to
dwell there." David knew the joy of thus localizing His worship
when he said, "Lord, I have loved the habitation of Thy house, and
the place where thine honour (filled with, margin) dwelleth"; and
again, "Thou art my hiding-place." No hiding from the wrath and
consuming fire for His enemies, and yet in Jesus a sure hiding-place,
and pardon because" Mine iniquity is turned away from Him." It
was this longing in the spirit for the salvation of God which David
expresses in another Psalm, "I will not give sleep to mille eyes, nor
slumber to mine eyelids, until I find out a place for the Lord, an
habitation for the mighty God of Jacob." Under Divine inspiration
the prophet Isaiah is given to declare, " And I will fasten him (my
servant Eliakim) as a nail in a sure place"; and again, as the glorious
appearing of the Coming One neared, "I will make the place of My
feet glorious." And looking down upon the sons of men, this glorious
Coming One lj.sks, "Thus saith the Lord, The heaven is My throne,
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and the earth is My footstool; where is the house that ye build unto
Me, and where is the, place of My rest 1 "
Oh, beloved reader, what a stupendous subject have we before us!
This" glorious high throne from the beginning, the place of our sanctuary."
God with man! An earthly dwelling-place for Him amongst men!
A divinely-purposed "way" and" place" whereby man may approach
his God, be reconciled in Him, and hold communion with Him, and
know Him as the one and only Refuge and way of escape from the
penalty of his sins. This is He of whom the prophet Joel writes:
"The Lord also shall roar out of Zion, and utter His voice from
Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earths all shake; but the Lord
will be the hope of His people, and the strength of the children of Israel."
The marginal reading for "the Hope of His people" gives us the place
of repair, or harbour. This is that secret place of dwelling, even of the
Most High. This is that place of refuge, wherein the righteous runneth
from every storm and" are safe." This is that place by Me which
the Lord declared unto Moses, and wherein he' was hidden and
permitted to gaze upon His goodness, aye, and His glory, through the
Mediator. Have we thus viewed the Father from that place?
" There is a safe and secret place
Beneath the wings Divine,
Reserved for all the heirs of grace,
Oh! be that Refuge mine !
The least, the feeblest there may hide,
Uninjured and unawed ;
Whilst thousands fall on every side,
He rests secure in God."
" 0 excellent hiding," says an early writer, "which is become my
perfection! My God, Thou hidest Thy treasure, to kindle my desire;
Thou hidest Thy pearl, to inflame the seeker; Thou delayest to give,
that Thou mayest teach me to importune; seemest not to h~ar, to
make me persevere."
Oh safe, oh sure and happy dwelling-place! Be it ours, then, to be
thus hidden, so that we may ride out every storm and live at last.
This "place by Me" teaches union with Christ also, and if union,
then communion. One with Christ in His life, then one with Him in
His living. Ah, this is what we desire, but mourn over, and cry daily,
"Notas though we had already attained." If Jesus is our Hiding Place,
then how ought we in Him to be living apart from worldliness! Sin,
it is true, is in us, in all our members; yet there is a hating of sinfulness
in our renewed nature and a daily desire to overcome sin by Him who
has overcome for us. It will ever be as one has truly said, " con"essing
and washing, confessing and washing." But as the beloved and
glorified" G. C." wrote in one of his "Wayside Notes" in 1856, "We
might trace our adorable Saviour throughout His earthly course, and
see how every point of His character and work becomes our meat
indeed; and we believe that Christ's doing should dovetail into the
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Christian's daily Illarch; he should move as a member of His mystical
Body. Christian! here is a touchstone for you. Are you, for instance,
giving way to an excited temper, or acting otherwise unbecomingly?
Think of this: ll. Christian should move as a member of His mystical
Body; he should take his Master as his model; he should strive to
possess and exercise the OOnd and spirit of the Saviour; the God-man
should be his guiding star. A lowly Christ, a lowly Christian; a
loving Christ, a loving Christian; a sympathizing Christ, a sympathizing Christian; a cross-bearing Christ, a cross-bearing Christian;
yea, even a crucified Christ, a crucified Christian, as far, mark, as
example and discipline go. Otherwise, He was the Substitute and
the Sufferer; we are the saved and the solaced."
It was known in all Israel that God blessed the house of Obed-Edam
beeause of the ark, the symbol of the Divine Presence, resting there.
Shall it not be known, beloved, by your lip, life, and conversation, that
the Lord has blessed evidentially your house, your heart, wherein
the True Ark has found a resting-place?
One solemn and searching question for each of us. Are you, am I,
in that" place" at Jehovah's right hand, or out of it? It is one or
the other. It is either in union with the Lamb or at enmity with Him.
There is but one way to Heaven, amI if not on our way thither we are
on the road to hell. It is either with the " few" that are finding the
narrow way and strait gate, or on the broad road by the wide gate
with the many that go in thereat! 0 let none of us be satisfied until
we can truly turn into our rest and secure place, and sing amid every
raging storm :" Be Thou my Shield and Hiding-place,
That sheltered by Thy side,
I may my fierce accuser face,
And tell him Thouhast died."
One thought more and we have ended this paper. Jesus said to
His followers, "I go to prepare a place for you." As a place htl'e
was appointed Him of His Father, and that for us His redeemed ones,
so He has gone thither to prepare a place for us, and us for that place.
That I take to be Himself; for my Heaven is where and what Christ
is to my ransomed soul. There. His blood-bought Church shall see
Him, be with Him, be lost in Him as the Bride in the Apocalyptic
vision, "having the glory of God"; her light, His light; her glory,
His glory; and she lost in Him.
" Oh! the blessed joy of meeting,
All the desert passed !
Oh! the wondrous words of greeting
He shall speak at last!
" He and I together entering
Those bright courts above,
He and I together sharing
All the Father's love."
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To all eternity we who have an interest now by Covenant love and
blood, and are illdden in the clefts of the smitten Rock, will bless Him
unceasingly for that Heaven-provided "Place by Me." Unknown
by the world, "because it knew Him not," His" hidden ones" are
treated as its very offscouring, but little care they for the world's
smile or frown; nay, they count it an honour to be called to " go forth
without the camp bearing His reproach." They are safe and sweetly
secure. They have a mysterious joy the world knows nothing of,
a something secret sweetening all things bitter.
" No thought of man has pictured them,
No hand may touch that diadem;
. Within God's light His own abide,
With hidden glory, glorified.
" Content to be but little known,
Content to wander on alone;
Here-hidden inwardly in Thee;
There-light in Thine own light to be."
Such be your place and portion, beloved reader, and mme, through
grace!
R.
OH, you that dote upon this world, for what victory do ye fight?
Your hopes can be crowned with no greater reward than the world
can give; and what is the world, but a brittle thing full of dangers,
wherein we travel from lesser to greater perils? Oh let all her vain,
light, momentary glory perish with herself, and let us be conversant
with more eternal things. Alas! this world is miserable; We is
short, and death is sure.-Francis Quarles.
FAITH and patience, hope and expectation, be with thee. The
Captain of our salvation is both our leader and forerunner; and much
wisdom, care and tenderness are required to clear the way; "I will
go before thee, and make crooked things straight, and rough places
plain. I will break in pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sunder the
bars of iron; and I will say to the prisoners, Go forth, and to them that
sit in darkness, Shew yourselves." But tares must ripen as well as
the wheat, for they are first gathered out. We are chosen in the
furnace, where we are melted and made soft. The same sun that
softens the wax hardens the clay. Ours is the measure of affiiction,
and theirs is a measure of iniquity; and both must be filled up, that
the law of retaliation may be put in force; as they measure to us, it
shall be measured to them. "He that killeth with the sword must
be killed with the sword; he that leadeth into captivity shall go into
captivity. Here is the patience of the saints," patience to wait God's
time and endure the cross, and faith in God to believe that he will
fulfil his word and deliver ills people.-W. Huntington.
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"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY 1 "

J OB xxxviii.

.-

..

"THEN the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind, and said, Who
is this that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge 1" The
Speaker must be that Person in the Trinity Who is called
emphatically" The Word of God," Who appeared in the form of
man to many of the Old Testament saints, in Whose image Adam was
originally created. In this form of a man He wrestled with Jacob;
showed Himself to Manoah's wife (Judges xiii. 6); and appeared to
Nebuchadnezzar, walking in the furnace with Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abed-nego. His voice was speaking out of the whirlwind, in
majestic tone, to inspire Job with His Sovereignty over the universe
His hand created.
" Who is this that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge 1"
Let us "stand in awe" of Hi!) majestic presence, and not presume
to darken the mysteries of His providential dealings with us. Rather
let us resolve with the Psalmist, "I was dumb and opened not my
mouth, for Thou didst it." If we presume to argue with our Judge
we may expect to be silenced in the dust before Him.
" Gird up now thy loins like a man; for I will demand of thee,
and answer thou Me." It needs the soul to be braced up to contend
with J ehovah, when He makes a demand on the creature and require's an
answer to His searching questions, to which no reply can we give.
"Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth ~
Declare if thou hast understanding." Oh that this question
were sounded in the ears of higher critics, geologists, and scientific
men who dispute the inspired account of the creation in Genesis,
that they might tell where they were, when the Almighty Framer of
the Universe called the heavens and the earth and the teeming millions
in air and earth and sea by the. breath of His mouth. They dare to
contradict their Maker, but none of them can tell where they were; it
is as unanswerable as the child who asked his mother, "Where was I
before you had me; was I in heaven?" Nor can they prove that it
was not according to His almighty fiat, " Who spake and it was done.
He commanded, and they stood fast!" None of them would be
accredited witnesses in a court of justice because they were eyewitnesses of the fact, and at best their assertions are· only surmise
and supposition, and they are only creatures of a day.
" Who hath laid the measures thereof, if thou knowest? Or who hath
stretched the line upon it ?" The creation of the earth is too wonderful
for the mind of man; if they reject the testimony of God, they are lost
in labyrinths of mystery as to who determined the measures thereof,
or who so great a builder to stretch the plumb line upon it, where all
is marked with precision, 'plan, and order, and yet such endless
variety, showing a Master-mind and a Masterly Hand at work. .
" Whereupon are the foundations thereof fastened 1 or who laid the
18
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corner-stone thereof, when the morning stars sang together, and all
the sons of God shouted for joy?" Every architect works upon a
plan, and is solicitous about the foundations; but" He hangeth the
earth upon nothing." No fastener is needed where the Maker uses
centrifugal force and centripetal to maintain the balance. It would
puzzle the mighty minds of the world to tell who laid the corner-stone
of it, and we are sure their testimony would not agree together. What
should we know of the exalting of the heavenly hosts at the first view
of the Creator's finished work, if He had not declared the jubilant
shout of praise? How marvellous it must have appeared in the
astonished view of angels !
" Or who shut up the sea with doors, when it brake forth as if it had
issued out of the womb?" It is an almighty work to restrain the
ocean and set a bound about it. No human being is able or dare
attempt it. "They must let that alone for ever." That is a thing
science has not been able to do or has presumed to attempt. God's
might is shown in weakness, because He has chosen grains of sand to
be a bound to the turbulent waves of the sea, or shingle of the shore,
which has no cohesion to present a barrier to the restless ocean. And
He bounds the sea of trouble when it breaks forth upon His people
and threatens to destroy them. With the same ease He can stem
the torrent of tribulated sorrow.
"When I made the cloud the garment thereof, and thick darkness
a swaddli)1g band for it, and brakeupforitMy decreed place, and set bars
and doors, and said, Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further; and
here shall thy proud waves be stayed?" This is all in harmony with
the account in Genesis i. 6, 7, where God divided the waters above
the firmament from the waters below, and made the cloud the garment
thereof to cover them, and thick darkness as it were a swaddling band
for the waters that issued out. How majestic is the thought conveyed
by this imagery! how sublime the conception of J ehovah's control
of the waters above and below, that they must keep in the decreed
place because of the Word of Almighty power that forbids. Hitherto
shalt thou come and no further; and here shall thy proud waves be
stayed. How silencing the conviction that waves of sorrow,
tribulation, affliction, and anguish obey the same mandate and
"proceed no further" than the Divine will. We look abroad and
see how the ocean encroaches on the land, and we look on with dismay
at the encroachments of Popery, how they demand now what they
subtly prayed years ago, and our fears are quieted as we read this
Word, "Hitherto shalt thou go, but no further, and here shall thy
proud waves be stayed." It is unspeakable comfort to look back at
past deliverances and to know the same almighty hand has power
now to restrain and put forth a fervent cry in the hearts of His people,
which He will hear, and set a bound and a "no further" on the
enemies of His Christ and His glory as the sole Intercessor between
Himself and men, the man Christ J esus--not a woman, though
honoured as the Virgin Mary.
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"Rast thou commanded the morning since thy days; and caused the
dayspring to know: his place ~ " J ehovah asks unanswerable questions
of Job, to impress upon him what he cannot do in nature, and how far
higher things spiritual are above his comprehension. No philosopher
or sage has ever commanded the sun to rise or the morning to succeed
the darkness of night, or "the dayspring on high" to enlighten the
darkened understanding of the human soul. Since thy days are as
grass, what canst thou know" to give light to them that sit in darkness,
and in the shadow of death, to guide their feet into the way of peace,"
without divine illumination ~ 0 blessed thought, if the Dayspring
from on high have visited us and His place be in our hearts!
" That it might take hold of the ends of the earth, that the wicked
might be shaken out of it? It is turned as clay to the seal; and they
stand as a garment. And from the wicked their light is withholden,
and the high arm shall be broken." "The wicked who hate God must
be shaken out of the earth, and" if the light that is in them be darkness,
how great is that darkness!" The clay is turned to the seal, so the
hearts of the Lord's people are sealed by the Spirit of the living God
and are turned to that living impression of the divine image; but
the high arm of the ungodly shall be broken.
" Hast thou entered into the springs of the sea ~ or hast thou walked
in the search of the depth ~" None but the God who created them
has ever entered into the springs that supply the ocean fullness of water,
neither has any man comprehended the secret source of the heavenly
springs, the upper springs of divine consolations, the nether springs
of divine sustainings; nor has any man walked in search of the
depth without the Spirit who searcheth all things, yea, the deep things
of God, even the deep thatcoucheth under these unanswerable questions.
Blessed is the reader whose eyes are opened to wondrous things in
these interrogations addressed to the patriarch!
" Have the gates of death been opened unto thee? or hast thou seen
the doors of the shadow of death ~" No man has the gates of death
opened unto him until he pass its gloomy portal, but mentally many
have seen the valley of the shadow of death. The Psalmist had done
so, and knew the comfort of realizing, "Thou art with me;" so have
many pilgrims passed safely through and reached the city of habitation
whereof the name is J ehovah Shammah, the Lord is there!
" Hast thou perceived the breadth of the earth ~ Declare if thou
knowest it all."
No man had yet sailed round the world in Job's
day, neither is any able to declare or know it all even in the twentieth
century. How much less could Job know its great extent ~ But we who
are Spirit-taught" know the love of Christ which passeth knowledge,"
that it is broad enough" to reach even us" and encompass us round
with the arms of tender mercy and compassion.
" Where is the way where light dwelleth? and as for darkness, where
is the place thereof ~" Light dwelleth in God, and hell is the place
of darkness. None can answer these questions intelligently till they
have seen God by faith, and know how sweet the light is by dwelling
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in God and God in him, and having His love shed abroad in the heart.
" God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all." Oh that more and
more we may have that light, and in His light see light.
MARY.

THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST.
THE FIRST.

" He is altogether lovely."-SONG v. 16.
" I am the First."-REV. i. 17.
VERY wonderful is the Revelation of the Lord Jesus Christ given to
John in the Isle of Patmos and recorded in the last book of the sacred
Scriptures. There He unveils the loveliness of His Person, His Work,
and His Office, and so reveals Himself to the adoring gaze of His
servant John as He stands among the churches in the glory of His
perfections. The effect of the revelation was that John "fell at His
feet as dead," and it is ever true of the disciples of Jesus when He
appears :" The more His glories strike our eyes,
The humbler we shall lie."

His own sweet voice proclaimed Himself the First and the Last, the
Beginning and the End, the All and in All. We would humbly desire
the anointing of that gracious Spirit Whose office it is to testify of Jesus,
while we meditate on His loveliness as THE FIRST. It is He Himself
who declares" I am The First." Sure we are, He makes Himself the
First to every believer in every respect. For this rea-son, He sends
His Spirit into the hearts of His disciples to overthrow idols, and to
overturn all that stands in the way of His supremacy and pre-eminence.
We will enquire now
,How CHRIST IS THE FIRST?
Christ is always first in the Work of the Holy Spirit, who reveals to
the soul in whom He dwells the worthiness, the needfulness, and the
preciousness of the Lord Jesus. So the sinner is taught by the Spirit
there is none in heaven to be compared with Christ, and none on earth
to be desired before Him (Ps. Ix.Wi. 25). The ultimate result of all
outward dispensations and all inward changes, however painful or
distressing, is always" the lifting of Jesus on high." Again and again
the exercised hearts ofthe followers of Jesus have to sing :" Tis thus our pride and self must fall,
That Jesus may be all in all."

The Lord Jesus is also First as the Son of God, for He was before all
things (Col. i. 17); and" it pleased the Father that in Him should
all fulness dwell" (Col. i. 19); moreover, it was His Father's purpose
that" in all things He sheuld have the pre-eminence" (Col. i. 18).
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The Lord Jesus was indeed the eternal Son of God, and, as such He
appeared in the manifestations of Himself before His incarnation,
as the Angelof the Covenant to Jacob (Gen. xxxii. 24); and as the
Helper and Deliverer of His people in the fiery furnace (Dan. iii. 25).
The Lord Jesus is First as the Son of Man, because in Him all human
(as well as all divine) perfections meet. The excellent glory of each
nature shineth in the oneness of His Person. How poor are words,
when used to set forth the excellencies of Emmanuel, God with us !
In fulness of time the Lord Jesus came to earth as the First Holy
Child. There never was a holy child until Jesus appeared. The Babe
on Mary's knee was indeed a unique phenomenon in a world of sin and
sorrow. The Lord Jesus began His earthly life of holiness just where
His people begin their lives of sin-as an " Infant of days."
Jesus as the Leader goes first in that path in which the pilgrims
follow Him, namely, the path of prayer, temptation, sorrow, and
suffering. Our precious Saviour was pre-eminently first in suffering.
He went before His disciples into Gethsemane, and farther into it than
they (Luke xxii. 41).
.. We do at most but taste the cup,
For He alone has drunk it up."

Christ is also first as the Mediator, who comes between, representing
God to man, and man to God; being first in fitness, as the God-man,
which neither angels nor any creature could possibly be. He, as
Mediator, is first in ability, because He has all power to save. The
Lord Jesus is also first in acceptance, for the Church is only accepted
as she stands in Him. In every office He sustains, as King of saints,
Head of the family, and Intercessor for His people, Jesus still remain!'>
The First. Our next enquiry shall be
WHERE CHRIST IS THE FIRST?

We may remark that He is first in the Covenant of grace. "His
goings forth were of old" (Micah v. 2). The dear Redeemer is highly
exalted in the purpose of God, because of His willingness to go before
His own chosen ones. In the quaint but blessed lines of the poet,
.. No sinner can be beforehand with Thee;
Thy grace is almighty, preventing, and free."

It pleased the Father that in Him all fulness should dwell (Col. i. 19),
as the never-failing Treasury of the Church, filled with boundless stores
of grace; that from His covenant fulness His poor and distressed
ones might receive the supply of all their need (Phil. iv. 19).
The Lord Jesus was first in Creation (Col. i. 16), and to Him all
power is given as the Heir of all things (Heb. i. 2) in heaven and in
earth (John xiii. 3).
.. All systems and worlds that revolve in the sky,
Are all for the lifting of Jesus on high."

In .His kingdom of Grace, Christ stands First, receiving humble souls
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whom he has drawn to Himself by the sweet bands of love (Hosea xi. 4),
irrespective of anything in them to merit His favour; and, notwithstanding all that deserves His wrath. His grace is free and sovereign.
" There was nothing in us that could merit esteem,
Or give the Creator delight;
Twas even so, Father, we ever must sing,
Because it seemed good in Thy sight."

,- The'Lord Jesus also makes us know that He will be first in Providence.
Blasted gourds, broken reeds, frustrated plans, family disappointments,
business losses, and hearts half broken with worldly cares, are often
the fruits of wilful and deliberate disobedience to these two precepts,
" Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness" (Matt. vi.
33); and, "Forsake not' the assembling of yourselves together"
(Heb. x. 25). By His Word, by His dealings, by His chastenings, by
His judgments, and by His Spirit, the Lord Jesus still teacheth the
Churches
" I AM THE FIRST."
E. C.
Bath.
ABRAHAM.
" So do as thou hast said." -GENESIS xviii. 5.

ABRAHAM the friend of God, Abraham the justified of God, and perfect
in Christ Jesus, Abraham the father of all them that through grace
believe, sits in the door of the tent in the heat of the day. When the
Eastern sun is at its fiercest heat, he enjoys a cool shade. Adam in
Eden, under a sense of guilt by his transgression, £lees to find a shade
to hide his guilty head, or, if possible, allay his guilty fears, whereas
Abraham at Mamre sits still in a comfortable sense and review of
the Lord's past mercies and favours to him in having called him alone
and blessed him, and the many sweet tokens the Lord had been
pleased to vouchsafe unto him of his own personal interest in the
Covenant of free grace-even that
" Covenant of free grace,
As made with Christ our Head,
Is stored with precious promises,
By which our souls are fed."
Gospel Maga.zine, 1778.

Verily, the same Yea and Amen promises that were spiritual food to
Abrahamin his meditation thereon are food to-day for every child
of God by faith in Christ Jesus, as saith the Apostle, "If ye be Christ's,
then are ye Abraham's seed and heirs according to the promise."
Abraham's musing is suddenly interrupted, and his eyes are arrested
by three men standing near, and in an attitude as if they might continue
their journey and pass on, But in a moment, how is the patriarch
struck with their appearance and mien! Not only are the springs
of that hospitality common to these people and countries quickened
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in him, but there is a mingled feeling of reverence, awe, and sacred
delight enkindled and stirred within him, in addressing them in
language, simple, courteous, and kind.
Nor might he at first be aware of the truth and depth of his words
when, in his addressing them, he used these, and said, "My lord, if
now I have found favour in thy sight." Ah, Abraham. He whom
you thus address had His most loving and propitious eye upon you
long before that day and hour, even in a past eternity when He
rejoiced in the habitable part of His earth and His delights were with
the sons of men. And oh, such is His divine condescension that He
will, as it were, anticipate these, long before He appears in the flesh.
We might observe that the things which Abraham here invites
his illustrious guests to partake of in a way of hospitality arespiritually considered-the very things which the same Lord has
been pleased to do unto His own dear redeemed people, in the Gospel
day; yea, and in the heat of it, and that in a way of sovereign grace
when He appears unto them in their desert journey, when He
finds them wandering in the wilderness in a solitary way, hungry
and thirsty, and their soul fainting in them.
2. He fetchesa little water to wash their feet. Weremember how it
is recorded in the Gospel story Jesus qid this literally, and gave them
also the spiritual signification of the marvellous deed. "If I wash
thee not thou hast no part with Me." And although there was on
that occasion one exception in Judas Iscariot, as Jesus said to Peter,
"he that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is dean
every whit, and ye are clean, but not all," there are no exceptions in
the Redemption" us " of the Apostle John (Rev. i. 5, 6; v. 9); nor
to the called and Regenerated" us" . of the apostle Paul-" Not
by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His
mercy He saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing
of the Holy Ghost, which He shed on us abundantly through Jesus
Christ our Saviour." Thus does that glorious Lord God, in a way of
sovereignty, mercy, and love, wash the souls and wash the feet of His
own elect people. And that because it pleases Him to will to so do
(Eph. i. 5). And this is one of the things which God doeth which
shall be for ever" (Eec. iii. 14; 1 Cor. vi. 11).
The Lord also has respect to His wanderers in the wilderness and
in their solitary way when He brings them into the tent of His own
ordinance of the preached Gospel, and attends the preached Word
with His own power. Then
" See the strea.ms of living water
Flowing from eterna.l love,
Well supply her sons and daughters,
And all fear of want remove."

Newton.

And what a sense of felt refreshment is imparted to the soul thus shod
with the gospel of peace! " Now are ye clean through the word which
I have spoken unto you; abide in Me."
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2. With this comes Gospel rest, " And rest yourselves under the
tree," so the spouse in the Song. "I sat down under His shadow"the apple tree, a type of her Beloved.
3. "And I will fetch a morsel of bread, and comfort ye your hearts."
So when Christ is preached as the Alpha and Omega in salvation's
plan, there is a fulfilment of that Covenant declaration, "I will abundantlybless her provision, I will satisfy her poor with bread," that
is, when the Lord gives testimony to the good Word of His grace. So
He gave that poor importunate woman, whose faith outlived many
a sore rebuff, a crumb, a morsel-a Gentile she, yet a true Caleb.
What can strengthen the heart of a regenerated .sinner like this bread?
A morsel here and a morsel there, and they shall go from strength
to strength till everyone of them appear before God in Zion.
4. "And comfort ye your hearts." And so that servant, the
Apostle, a good steward, a faithful and wise servant, attending to
and waiting upon his Lord's guests to set on bread, says that their
hearts might be comforted, being "knit together in love, and unto
all riches of the full assurance of understanding to the acknowledgment
of the mystery of God, and of the Father and of Christ."
Lastly. Abraham ran unto the herd, and fetched a calf tender
and good; and so also did the prodigal's father, as Christ sets forth
in His marvellous parable. Abraham's calf was tender and good.
The father's in the parable was fatted and killed; and both descriptions most beautifully set forth Christ in His ancient Covenant
engagements, and in His Atonement for sin. On Himself as their
atoning Sacrifice, and as their Portion in Jehovah's purpose from
Eternity and to Eternity shall He feed them, fatted and killed, tender
and good. Oh! what a feast for the famished through the Fall, and
for the hungry poor, who through grace hunger after Him and His
justifying Righteousness, and who have. tasted that He is gracious.
The great Witsius has some sweet comments on this Old. Testament
incident, and, without indulging in or being carried away by fanciful
interpretations might we not devoutly affirm and say, that wonderful
things are found written in the book of God's law; even that law of
life-the everlasting Gospel which is from above to the wise, that he
might depart from all Rome's snares of death? Lord, so do in mercy
and grace to Thine as Thou hast said.
Birkenhead:
G. A.
THE cross of Christ is the key of paradise: the weak man's staff,
the convert's convoy, the upright man's perfection, the soul and body's
health, the prevention of all evil, and the procurer of all good.Francis Quarles.
WE know how green wood, with fire in it, will set all the room in a
smoke; so believers whose spiritual principles are but green, having
sparks of the law, and the curse of sin kindling them, will have more
smoke than light.-Saltmarsh.
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Sctllron£1 anb j},ote£1· of ScttnOn£1.
SIN PUT AWAY BY THE SACRIFICE OF JESUS.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE HON. AND RIGHT REVEREND
SAMUEL WALDEGRAVE, D.D., BISHOP OF CARLISLE.
" Once in the end of the world hath He appeared to put away sin by
the sacrifice of Himself."-HEBREWS ix. 26.

INSENSIBILITY to impending ruin is the universal, the disastrous, effect
of the spiritual sickness of the natural man.
The minister of Christ may prove from Scripture that the' inner,
while unrenewed and unforgiven, is by the immutable law of the Most
High shut out from the camp of the Saints. He may appeal to conscience for the confirmation of his testimony when he faithfully,
fearlessly, affectionately, presses the conclusion home to the hearts
of His audience, "Such are some-yea many-yea most of you."
"Save yourselves from this untoward generation."
But what is the result of this bold warning? What the fruit of
this tender pleading with souls for their welfare? He has "become
their enemy because he tells them the truth." It was ever so. "I
hate him, for he doth not prophesy good concerning me but evil? "
"They refused to hearken, and pulled away the shoulder, and stopped
their ears that they should not hear. Yea they made their hearts as
an adamant stone, lest they should hear the law, and the words which
the Lord of Hosts hath sent in His Spirit by the prophets." Well
may the minister of Christ take up in reply his Master's words-" Thou
sayest I am rich and increased with goods and have need of nothing:
and knowest not that thou art wretched and miserable and poor and
blind and naked."
But is .this without exception the case? There are exceptions.
Where the Lord of the prophets savingly works with the prophets,
there the result is very different. "Is not my word like as a fire?
saith the Lord; and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces? "
Nor is it less effectual when, like the rain or the dew from heaven, it
gently steals upon the herbs. "A certain woman named Lydia, a
seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard
us: whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things
which were spoken of Paul."
Let grace be vouchsafed to a poor leprous soul according to that
most true promise-" I will pour upon the house of David, and upon
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications"
-.--What is now the response made to the faithful servant of Jesus, who
boldly says-," Thou art the man;" but this, " I have sinned" ?
Truly, brethren, a response like this doth make the pastor's heart
to leap for joy. Many and many a time hath his soul wept in secret
places. for the pride of his people, for he has seen the preqious seed
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fall upon" stony ground "-but now there is hope that he shall indeed
come again with joy, bringing his sheaves with him.
But what is he now to say ~ The case of the broken-hearted sinner
is one of peculiar and momentous interest. Such an one stands before
the minister of Christ; with contrite soul he says-" 'I have sinned; ,
thou hast charged me with crimes known to thee; thou knowest but
a little of my guilt-' the whole head is sick, the whole heart faint,
from the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no soundness
in me; but wounds and bruises and putrefying sores; they have
not been closed, neither bound up, neither mollified with ointment.'
" , Men and brethren, what shall we do ~ , "
What is the pastor's rightful answer to the supplicating entreaty
of this yearning soul, "I have sinned "~ Surely no other should be
given than this-" The Lord also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt
not die." "Once in the end of the world hath Jesus appeared to put
away sin by the sacrifice of Himself."
Truly, when this Jesus-now exalted to be a Prince and a Saviourhas given repentance in such sort to a child of His everlasting love,
it is the high privilege, it is the bounden duty of His messenger to
preach through Him the forgiveness of sins.
Sin, in all the enormity of its guilt and the terribleness of its punishment, is ever before his eyes. Let the faithful pastor co=and him,
in the name of the Lord, to repose with a simple faith upon the fact
that Christ hath put away his sin, by His" own self in His own body
on the tree," bearing that guilt, and enduring that punishment.
"Comfort ye, comfort ye, My people, saith your God. Speak ye
comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is
accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned."
I shall this morning first endeavour to prove, from God's book,
that this is the duty of the servant of our Lord Jesus Christ towards
him that is "humble, and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at His
word." I shall secondly, strive to show, that while Christ thus set
forth is to many" a stone of stumbling and a rock of offence," it is
not so with them that believe; they find Him to be precious, and prove
themselves " a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation,
a peculiar people, by showing forth-in word and deed-the praises
of Him who hath called them out of darkness into His marvellous
light."
May the Lord the Spirit, whose special and gracious office it is to
take of the things of Christ, and to show them unto His people, vouchsafe, even by these means, to guide them into all the truth.
1. The duty of exhorting the penitent to repose with a retrospective
faith upon the fact, that Christ hath put away the guilt and punishment
of his sin by the sacrifice of Himself, is manifest from the very fact,
that Christ hath so done for the countless millions that have believed
or hereafter shall believe in Him to everlasting life.
1. How very plainly are the statements of Scripture upon this head,
couched in the past tense! and how closely are they bound up as to time
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(not with any period in the Ohristian's spiritual life, but) with the cross
and passion of the Lord of Glory! What do we read in the Epistle
to the Romans ~ "If when we were enemies, we were reconciled to
God by the death of His Son, much more being reconciled we shall be
saved by His life." Just so in the Epistle to the Galatians: "Christ
hath redeemed us from the curse of the law being made a curs for us :
for it is written, Cursed is everyone that hangeth on a tree." So
again is it written to the Ephesians: "And that He might reconcile
both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby."
But more explicit still are the statements addressed to the Colossians :
"It pleased the Father that in Him should all fulness dwell; and
having made peace through the blood of His cross, by Him to reconcile
all things unto Himself; by Him I say, whether they be things in
earth or things in heaven." "And you being dead in your sins, and
the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with
him, having forgiven you all trespasses,. blotting out (l~aAEil/;a<;) the
handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary
to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to His cross." Surely,
brethren, passages like these can leave no doubt that when it is said
of Jesus, that" He washed us from our sins in His own blood"it is meant that He perfectly delivered us from sin's guilt and punishment, when upon the cross He was" made a curse for us." Once
more I would have you note the order of events as given in 2 Tim. i. 9" God who hath saved us and called us with an holy calling, not according
to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace, which
was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began, but is now made
manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath
abolished death."
Brethren, it is scarcely needful to multiply proofs that rlldemptionwork was finished when Jesus gave up the ghost-that the remission
of sins was then fully and for ever accomplished. Yet I would crave
your indulgence while I bring before you two or three more passages
of the Book of God. They are taken from that Epistle which most
fully exhibits, by contrast with the priesthood and sacrifice of Aaron,
the sufficiency, the completeness, the finality of the atoning sacrifice
of Jesus the Son of God. "Who being the brightness of His glory
and the express image of His Person, and upholding all things by the
word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down
on the right hand of the Majesty on high." "Christ being come an
High Priest of good things to come, by His own blood entered in once
into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.' By
one offering He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified," "Once
in the end of the world hath He appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice
of Himself."
Mark well these words-sin hath been, by the sacrifice of Jesus, PUT
AWAy-the enmity liath been, by the cross of Jesus, SLAIN-the handwriting of ordinances hath been taken out of the way, hath been nailed
to the cross, hath been blotted out-trespasses have been forgiven-
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peace hath been made by the blood of the cross-sins have been purged
-eternal redemption hath been. obtained.
2. Doth the man of broken and contrite heart tremblingly ask," How
can these things be ~" Let him know that the iniquities of a world
were laid upon Jesus; let him know that the chastisement of a world
was visited upon Him. From the beginning to the end of time, from
East to West, from North to South, was the guilt of million brought
together and laid upon the head of that true Scape-Goat. There
was Eve's disobedience-there was Noah's drunkenness-there was
Abraham's equivocation":-there was Jacob's base deceit-there was
David's foul adultery-there was Hezekiah's thankless pride-there
was Jonah's fleeing from the face of the Lord-there was Peter's
manifold denial-there were Peter's curses and Peter's oaths-yea,
there was all the persecution, all the injury, all the blasphemy of Saul
of Tarsus-yea, there was the impurity of the woman a sinnerthere was the extortion of the publican-there the rapine of the crucified
thief. And there, poor, weary, and heavy· laden one, were thy sins,
even thine-thy sins of thought and word and adion-thy sins of
omission and commission-thy sins of negligence, ignorance, and
presumption-thy sins of youth and manhood and age-there, I say,
on the head of Jesus were all these thy sins, " for the Lord hath made
to meet on Him the iniquity of us all."
Truly Jesus was "without sin" of his own-(else how could He
have been the sinner's lawful surety)-" in Him was no sin," yet was
His heart overwhelmed within Him. For sins not His own were
laid to His charge. In His vicarious character He felt, He personally
felt, the justice of the accusation-"He hath made Him to be sin
for us who knew no sin."
Well, then, might He cry, as the intolerable burden pressed heavily
upon His stricken soul, "Innumerable evils have compassed me about;
mine iniquities have taken hold upon me, so that I am not able to
look up; for they are more than the hairs of mine head: therefore
my heart faileth me."
3. But let me add more. For I would speak comfortably to him
whq doth, like the publican, stand afar off and smite upon his breast
and dares not so much as lift up his eyes unto heaven. Let me tell
such an one that where guilt was laid there chastisement was inflicted.
"He was wounded for our transgressions, He was br'l,(,ised for our
iniquities." "Awake, oh sword, against my shepherd, and against the
man that is my fellow, saith the Lord of hosts: Smite the shepherd."
Bitter truly was the buffeting, the spitting, the plucking off the hair,
the purple robe, the crown of thorns, the reed, the vinegar and the gall,
the cross, the pierced hands and feet; but was this all ?-no, truly,
nor nearly all. "Save me, oh God; the waters are come in unto my
soul." "My heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of my bowels."
" Who knoweth the power of thine anger ~" He knew it in part,
who lifted up his eyes in hell being in torments, and he knew it in full
who once in the end of the world endured in all its fierceness the utter-
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most of that wrath which fins up the misery of the lost. "My God,
My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ~" "Reproach hath broken
My heart, and I am full of heaviness: and I looked for some to take
pity, but there was none; and for comforters, but I found none."
To Him well have the words been applied: "Is it nothing to you, all
ye that pass by ~ Behold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto
My sorrow, which is done unto Me, wherewith the Lord hath afflicted
Me in the day of His fierce anger."
No marvel that, knowing the bitterness of that cup which was full
of the wine of " the wrath of Almighty God," He cried, " Abba Father,
all things are possible unto Thee; take away this cup from Me."
Thanks be to God that cup was not taken away from Him, He drank
the dregs thereof, yea, He wrung them out. But how could this be ~
The lost shall be drinking of that cup for ever, and never, never, never
shall they wring it out.
Know, poor mourner, that He who took thy cup-yea, the cup of
millions-was the Mighty God.
Infinite might was able to meet-yea, was able to sustain-yea,
was able to satisfy infinite wrath. The purchase money of the Church
was the " own blood" of Him who is very God as well as very Man.
4. If sin and sin's chastisement were both alike thus laid upon
Jesus to the full, what, my beloved, is the inevitable consequence ~
That sin, in respect of its guilt and punishment, is put away. "Once
in the end of the world hath He appeared ~o put away sin by the sac.rifice
of Himself." Yes, truly, the sinner's sin is put away" to be remembered no more "-and therefore was the sinner's surety released from
the prison of the grave. The sword had smitten the Shepherd even
unto death-the cup had been drained even to the dregs-the debt
had been paid even to the very last mite; and therefore must the
Church's substitute go free. "Who is he that condemneth ~ It is
Christ that died, yea, rather that is risen again."
5. What shall we say then to him who cries "iniquities prevail
against me "-"mine iniquities are gone over mine head, as an heavy
burden that are too heavy for me " ~
Let us tell him that his iniquities shall not prevail against hOOthey have been put away. Let us tell him that his heavy burden shall
not bring him down to the mouth of the pit-it hath been put away.
" Thou hast in love to my soul delivered it from the pit of corruption:
for thou hast cast all my sins behind Thy back." "As far as the East
is from the West, so far hath He removed our transgressions from us."
There is not one person-no! not the most guilty !-in this congregation who may not; if sovereign grace cause him (like the prodigal)
to arise and go to his Father, and say unto Him, "Father, I have
sinned "-there is not one person, I say, who may not, if grace humble
him-and grace alone can so humble him.:-to cry, Unclean! Unclean!
Who may not rest assured that the' Lord who "declareth the end
from the beginning;" hath for him" finished the transgression, made
an end of sms, and made reconciliation for iniquity."
.
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But how rich soever may be the provision thus made for men who
are even now the "enemies of God by wicked works"-there can be
no doubt with regard to his duty who is "ashamed, yea, even confounded, because he doth bear the reproach of his youth." Let such
an one obey the good word which saith, "I have blotted out as a
thick cloud thy transgressions, and as a cloud thy sins; return unto Me,
for I have redeemed thee."
6. But how, may such an one say, shall I become partaker of this
inestimable benefit ~ The answer of Scripture is-" by faith"simply, solely, and entirely, by faith.
" By Him all that believe are justified from all things from which
ye could not be justified by the law of Moses."
"Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without
the deeds of the law."
"Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that heareth my word, and
believeth on Him that sent Me hath everlasting life, and shall not come
into condemnation, but is passed from death unto life."
What, then, dare the Minister of Christ say to the penitent but
this-" Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved "believe that the Lord Jesus Christ hath once in the end of the world
appeared to put away thy sin by the sacrifice of Himself-believe
that what He appeared to do He did, and thou shalt be "hid in the
day of the Lord's anger "-" thy sins and thy iniquities shall be remembered no more."
7. When the Minister of Christ doth thus, according to his Master's
word, "preach peace by Jesus Christ" to the troubled soul, he is
full often met by the reply-such glad tidings cannot be fo me-my
sins are so many, so great, so aggravated, that it cannot be that they
are put away-for indeed mine "iniquities are increased over my
head, and my trespass is grown up unto the heavens."
Let him that would" rightly divide the word of truth," bring before
the thirsty and the weary pilgrim the largeness of the Gospel invitation:
" Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath
no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come buy wine and milk
without money and without price." "Come unto Me all ye that
labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." "For God
so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life."
If the unbelieving heart will still urge its objections, let the Pastor
remind the sinner of Abraham, "Who against hope believed in hope,
that he might become the father of many nations, according to that
which was spoken, so shall thy seed be; and being not weak in faith,
he considered not his own body now dead, when he was about an hundred
years old, neither yet the deadness of Sarah's womb: he staggered not
at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strong in f(J,ith, giving glory
to God,. and being fully persuaded that, what He had promised, he was
able also to perform,. and therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness. Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed
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to him; but for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe
on Him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was delivered
for our offences, and was raised again for our justification."
8. Such then, brethren, is the will of God, as revealed in the
Scriptures of truth. His ministers are instructed to bid the penitent
repose with a simple faith upon the fact that Christ hath put away
his sin by the sacrifice of Himself.
When, by divine grace working in him, the sinner doth obey this
commandment-when, by divine grace working in him, the sinner
doth believe on the name of the only begotten Son of God-he becomes
possessor of a peace not unlike that great calm which once lulled the
stormy billows of Gennesaret. "Therefore being justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ." "Thou
wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee, because
he trusteth in Thee."
And how is this ~ His conscience was, but just now, laden, heavily
laden, with accumulated guilt; how then hath he such great peace ~
Truly, brethren, he doth not" abhor himself" one whit less than
formerly he did-but the Spirit hath enabled him by faith to see
those sins which he bemoans laid upon and punished in the person
of Jesus; and now, while the remembrance of them keeps him humble,
the assurance that they have been put away makes him peaceful,
yea, joyful.
The work Once finished for him on the cross hath now been applied
to his conscience by the Spirit of the Lord. And thus is that word
illustrated in his case, which is written in the tenth chapter of the
Hebrews: "Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the
holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He hath
consecrated for us through the veil, that is to say, His flesh; and
having an High Priest over the house of God, let us draw near with
a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled
from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water."
9. It is well carefully to note that the finished work of Christ is
one thing-its application to the conscience of the redeemed another.
When the Holy Ghost speaks of the finished work of Christ, He saith,
"Once in the end of the world hath He appeared to put away sin
by the sacrifice of Himself." When the Holy Ghost speaks of the
application of that finished work to the conscience of the sinner, He
says, "if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer
sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: how
much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit
offered Himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from
dead works to serve the living God ~ "
10. It is well, I say, to nok this distinction, for thereby it is shown
that some passages of God's word which appear to contradict the statement that sin is already put away, present no real difficulty. Of this
kind are the following:" Arise and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the
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name of the Lord." Thou hast been" a blasphemer, and a persecutor,
and injurious"; but Jesus of Nazareth, for His" great love wherewith He loved," even "the chief of sinners," bare thy sins in His
own body on the tree-HE bare them-HE put them away-to be
remembered no more; and now in Him is the word fulfilled, which
is written in the book of the prophet J oel: "And it shall come to
pass that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be
delivered"; wherefore arise, and as the outward washing of water
" putteth away the filth of the flesh," so let the sprinkling of the blood
of Christ, applied by faith, enable thee to give" the answer of a good
conscience toward God" while thou dost from henceforth "walk
in newness of life." And what is that answer? "Who shall lay
anything to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth.
Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea, rather,
that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also
maketh intercession for us."
11. And here let it be noted, that as on the one hand the putting
away of sin was an act performed by Christ" once for all," so on the
other hand the application of that finished work to the conscience
is an operation of the Spirit of our God, renewed from day to day,
yea, from hour to hour. "If we walk in the light as He is in the
light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin." Truly, the just shall" live
by faith "-by faith shall he at the first be washed" in the fountain
opened for sin and for uncleanness" by faith shall he from day to
day repair to that same cleansing stream, for he that is washed needeth
not save to wash his feet-yet in his journey through this miserable
and naughty world his feet do need to be washed, and that continually.
12. Such, brethren, is the message with which Christ's minister
iss'ent to thebroken-hearted sinner. And oh, let him see to it, that
both in public and in private, he speak the word of the Lord faithfully.
Of a truth, as the brazen altar and the brazen laver stood prominently· forward in the Court of the Tabernacle of Moses, so must the
doctrine of Christ's one offering for sin stand boldly forth in the
preaching of Christ's faithful. Minister. "I determined not to know
anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified." "0
foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey
the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set
forth crucified among you ? "
Truly, the law must be employed----:.yea, frequently employed. The
unwelcome truth that" all have sinned, and come short of the glory
of God "-the unwelcome truth that there shall in no wise enter into
the new Jerusalem anything that defileth, must be insisted upori
'largely, fearlessly. Bntfor what purpose? To compel the sinner
to take refuge by faith in the one-offering mice made. "The law
was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified
by faith."
But let the law have done its work-there is now but one reply to
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be given to the returning prodigal. Let that prodigal be now coming
back for the first time to his Father, or let him (after having once
returned) be mourning his daily short-comings-or let him be brokenhearted under a sense of some special and perhaps most grievous fall" the answer of God" to him that doth truly repent him of his sins
past, and doth truly cry" I have sinned," is this, and this only, " The
Lord also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die." "Once in the
end of the world hath Christ appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice
of Himself."
This then, brethren, is the "word of reconciliation" which is
"committed unto" "the Ambassadors of Christ." Their office
is to " publish a peace" already made; to set forth an atonementa full, a free, a lasting atonement-already perfected; to declare
that, for every one that believeth, sin (in respect both of its guilt
and punishment) has been already once and for ever" cast into the
depths of the sea," to be " remembered no more." "It is finished,"
were the dying words of the Redeemer-" It is finished," should be
the constant proclamation of His servants.
n. Beloved brethren, how do your hearts respond to these glad
tidings? "Do you stumble at the word being disobedient?" or,
by the grace of God working in you, do you joyfully" obey the Gospel? "
These are not vain questions! It is as true in these our days as it
was in the days of old, that" all have not obeyed the Gospel." "The
preaching of the cross is" still "to them that perish foolishness."
"The carnal mind is" still "enmity against God." And oh, how
lamentable a proof of that enmity is afforded wherever the Gospel
of His grace is preached! A full, a finished, a free pardon is proclaimed;
but how is the proclamation received?
To the carnal mind the Law alone, or the Law and Christ conjointly,
are far more palatable than Christ thus simply, Scripturally set forth
as " the end of the law for righteousness to everyone that believeth."
Are there any here present who are thus " going about to establish
their own righteousness, and not submitting themselves unto the
righteousness of God"? Let them rest assured that" the foolishness
of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God stronger than men."
They ascribe to the law the whole or a principal part of their souls'
salvation, ann thereby they think to accomplish holiness herehappiness hereafter. They shall be utterly foiled in their attempts.
1. Do thev look to the law solelv? The law fails, and must of
necessity fail of doing that for which it never was intended.
It fails-it miserably fails-of giving a title to heaven-yea rather,
with inexorable sternness, it forbids the Christless sinner to enter
the mansions of glory. Vain to plead rigid morality-sincere convictions-untiring zeal. Vain to urge, in blindest self-ignorance, that
virtues far outweigh demerits. The leper may not enter the camp.
"Whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point,
he is guilty of all." "As many as are of the works of the law are u-nder
the curse, for it is written, cursed is everyone that continueth not
19
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in all things which are written in the book of the law to do
them."
It also fails of producing that affectionate, that universal holiness
of life for which the saints of God have ever been distinguished. A
bond slave never can and never will render a willing service. A
p~isoner overwhelmed with debt never can and never will be a cheerful
giver.
2. But they look to the law and Christ conjointly! Beloved
brethren, the case is not really altered for the better, when because
we may not (being called Christians) altogether omit Christ, he is
taken in to supply the deficiencies of the law's salvation.
Beloved, I am not stating an imaginary case. No one can have
dealt much in private pastoral intercourse with his fellow men, without
having discovered again and again, that while the real dependence
of the sinner rests upon obedience to the law, Christ-that only name
under heaven given among men whereby we must be saved-is just
brought in to help out any shortcomings of which the unhappy man
may be conscious. Truly, the poor and the rich meet together in
this respect-the poor man in his ignorance honestly avows that
which the more correct education of the rich has taught him to conceal
or to explain.
. Oh, then let it be remembered that the law and Christ-that is,
faith and works, as the joint ground of our acceptance with Godcan never produce holiness here. They may and do full often give
birth to a Pharisaic zeal, which the not unwilling judgment of man
will pronounce to be holiness. But they never can bring forth that
conformity to the image of Christ to which alone that name of right
belongs-that is to be found in Him, and in Him only, who, when the
creditor hath frankly forgiven him all his debt, LOVETH MUCH, because
much is forgiven. "In Jesus Christ, neither circumcision availeth
anything, nor uncircumcision, but faith which worketh by love."
Neither can the law and Christ-that is, faith and works-as the
joint ground of our acceptance with God-give any title to happiness
hereafter. Christ cannot and will not share His glory with another.
The Epistle to the Galatians was written to proclaim this truth to
the Church in all generations." Behold I, Paul, say unto you, that
if ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing." And remember,
that circumcision is here used by the Holy Ghost to signify all those
moral and ceremonial reliances by which the tempter is ever striving
to "corrupt the minds" of the disciples "from the simplicity that
is in Christ." "Christ is become of no effect unto you; whosoever
of you are justified by the law, ye are fallen from grace;" and if
fallen from grace, where are you ?
Truly, brethren, when the pastor sees the effect upon his people
of the simple exhibition of Christ, as having, " by one offering, perfected
for ever them that are sanctified," he is constrained to exclaim, "well
spake the Holy. Ghost by the mouth of Peter, saying, "Unto you
therefore, which believe He is precious: but unto them which be
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disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is
made the head of the corner, and a stone of stumbling and a rock of
offence, even to them which stumble at the word being disobedient:
whereunto also they were appointed. "
.3. But there are some to whom He is precious. There are some
who, having been by Divine grace convinced of sin, have by the same
grace heard and" embraced" the truth as it proclaims that sin is
put away.
And what are the results 1 The very results which Pharisaic zeal
to God's law never can accomplish-joy and peace and holiness.
The word of salvation when thus received gives rise to joy and
peace in believing. That it gives rise to peace I have already shown.
It is.also the parent of joy. The eunuch" went on his way rejoicing"
-Philip had preaehed unto him Jesus.
The jailer of Philippi
"rejoiced, believing in God with all his house "-Paul and Silas had
preached unto him Jesus.
The word of salvation, when thus received, inevitably gives rise
to rich and increasing holiness of life. Brethren, I know that the
Evil One hath ever raised up hollow professors to bring dishonour
upon the truth. These are they which say, "Lord, Lord, but do
not the will of the Father, which is in heaven "-he points at them
as though they were the offspring of the truth-but they are his'
children. Of these, I speak not. But I do say, that when "our
Gospel cometh unto any man, not in word only, but also in power
and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance," then "denying
ungodliness and worldly lusts, he liveth soberly, righteously, and godly
in this present world; looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious
appearing of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave Himself
for us, that He might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto
Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works."
Brethren, I will not insist upon the fact that the self-same Spirit
which hath caused a man to exercise that faith by which he appropriates
to himself the finished work of Christ, must assuredly cause him to
bring forth all the abundant fruits of " love, joy, peace, long-suffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance "-but I will ask
have I not, in the assurance that" He loved me and gave Himself for
me," the strongest possible motive to "present my body a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God" 1
" The love of Christ constraineth us 1" They know but little of that
love who can question its power.
"Once in the end ·of the world hath He appeared to put away my
sin by the sacrifice of Himself "-no longer am I a prisoner in "the
low dungeon": by the blood of Thy covenant have I been sent forth
from" the pit wherein is no water," and now (my heart being set at
liberty) I will run the way of Thy commandments.
I have now, beloved, brought before you (I.) the scriptural duty
of exhorting the penitent to repose with a retrospective faith upon
the fact that Christ hathput away His sin by the sacrifice of Himself.
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I have also (11.) shown that, while Christ thus set forth is to many
a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, it is not so with them
that believe; to them He is precious-they prove themselves to be a
chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar
people, by showing forth in word and deed the praises of Him who
hath called them out of darkness into His marvellous light.
Let me in conclusion, very earnestly and very affectionately ask
each one that is present this day-" What know you of this finished
work of Christ as applied to your own conscience by the Spirit of
Christ? "
This is a question which must be answered in that day when we
shall, everyone of us, "appear before the judgment seat of Christ."
Happy that man to whom wisdom is given to anticipate the scrutiny
of that solemn tribunal, and to obey the apostolic command-" Let
every man prove his own work." "Examine yourselves, whether
ye be in the faith; prove your own selves."
But, while I would entreat everyone who hears me to-day to
remember that there is a time coming when He whose fan is in His
hand shall thoroughly purge His floor, I would speak with even more
pressing earnestness to the many who are purposing, at no very distant
period, to offer themselves as candidates for the office of watchmen
and messengers of the Lord.
To them I would say, What know you of a broken and contrite
heart? What know you of a conscience cleansed by the sprinkling
of the blood of Jesus?
Beloved, you cannot tell with any rightful hope of success of Christ's
finished work, unless you yourself have "tasted that the Lord is
gracious." Oh, then, if as yet your heart has never ached for sinif as yet the burden of guilt has never pressed heavily upon your
wounded spirit-if as yet your eyes have not beheld that Lamb of
God which taketh away the sin of the world-if as yet you have not
learnt to say, even with most trembling accents, "He loved me, and
gave Himself for me "-oh, think not to take upon yourself an office
which only of right belongs to him who can truly say, "I believed,
and therefore have I spoken;" "That which we have seen and heard
declare we unto you, that ye may also have fellowship with us."
But, if by sovereign grace thou hast been taught to say, " For peace
I had great bitterness, but thou hast in love to my soul delivered it
from the pit of corruption; for Thou hast cast all my sins behind Thy
back;" if, by sovereign grace, thou hast learnt to rejoice in the pitying
love of that Father, who, "as far as the east is from the west, so far
hath removed our transgressions from us," take heed as thou prizest
the peace and the health of the Lord's family; yea, take heed as
thou prizest the Lord's glory, that when thou shalt have become the
minister of Christ, thou preach faithfully, - fearlessly, continually,
that" it is finished "-that sin hath been by the one offering of Jesus
once for all, fully, freely, and for ever, put away-that nought remains
for the conscience-stricken sinner but to stretch forth the hand of
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faith, and "receive" that "atonement" which hath already been
wrought out for him by "the blood of the everlasting covenant."
Then, surely, as humbly, holily, prayerfully, boldly, thou preachest
the word, shall "the Lord work with thee, and confirm the words by
signs following." He shall pour upon the house of David, and upon
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications;
and they shall look upon Him whom they have pierced; and they
shall mourn for Him, as one mourneth for his only Son, and shall be in
bitterness for Him, as one that is in bitterness for his first-born."
Yea, more, He shall" appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, He
shall give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning,
the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they may be
called trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that He may
be glorified."
.
Now, "unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His
own blood, and hath made us kings and priests to God and His
Father; to Him be glory and dominion, for ever and ever. Amen."
THE LATE MRS. ROLFE.
A CONSTANT reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for between 40 and
50 years passed peacefully away a short time since, and, not having
seen any notice of her death in the Magazine, I thought a few lines
from one who had the privilege of knowing her for many years might
be helpful to some who are similarly affiicted. She was stone deaf,
but, in spite of this great affiiction, was one of the happiest of Christians
I have ever known, and helped her dear husband, t1w late Rev.
Charles Rolfe, in the work of his parish, visiting the poor and reading
the Word of God to them; she had a large mother's meeting, and was
instrumental in getting her husband's church restored, commodious
schools built, and a small rectory house erected, where she lived
with her husband for 39 years. After his death she was elected
an inmate of Bromley College for widows of the clergy, and subsequently
to a similar institution at Canterbury-where she took great interest
in all parish matters.· Having learnt to understand from one's
lips what he was saying, she could hold conversation with people
in a wonderful manner, and to those who, like the writer, had the
privilege of often conversing with her, her loss is indeed great.
Naturally of a bright, cheerful disposition, it was an honour to have
her staying in one's house, and to hear the sweet words from her lips
of her Heavenly Father's promises being fulfilled to the widow, overflowing with thankfulness for all His mercies to her: and she would
write letters very frequently to her many friends : the sovereign
grace of God being her theme, and oh, what deep, experimental letters
they were! Overflowing with love! Her faculties remained
unimpaired to the last at the ripe age of 86, when she was called home
to be for ever with the Lord.

F. E.
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FAITH is a very simple thing,
Though little understood;
It frees the soul from death's dread sting,
By resting in the blood.
It looks not on the things around,
Nor on the things within;
It takes its flight to scenes above,
Beyond the sphere of sin.
It sees upon the throne of God
A Victim that was slain ;
It rests its all on His shed blood,
And says, " I'm born again."
Faith is not what we feel or see;
It is a simple trust
In what the God of love has said
Of Jesus, as " the Just."
The Perfect One that died for me,Upon His Father's throne,Presents our names before our God,
And ple~ds Himself alone.
What Jesus is, and that alone,
Is faith's delightful plea;
It never deals with sinful self,
Nor righteous self, in me.
It tells me I am counted " dead"
By God, in His own Word;
It tells me I am " born again "
In Christ, my risen Lord.
In that He died, He died to sin ;
In that He lives-to God;
Then I am dead to nature's hopes,
And justified through blood.
If He be free, then I am free,
From all unrighteousness ;
If He be just, then I am just,
He is my righteousness.

What want I more to perfect bliss 1
A body like His own
Will perfect me for greater joys,
Than angels round the throne.

E.B.
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THE PORTRAIT.
DEATH OF GENERAL SIR WILLIAM STIRLING, K.C.B.
"PRECIOUS in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints."
Precious is it also to the Church of God. When faithful Stephen fell
asleep in Him Who is the Resurrection and the Life, the saints at
Jerusalem" made great lamentation over him" (Acts viii. 2). Jesus
Himself groaned in spirit, was troubled, and wept when He walked
to the grave of Lazarus with the bereaved Bethany sisters. The Jews
who beheld this holy sorrow were not far from the truth when they
exclaimed, "Behold, how He loved him! " (John xi.). Nor has Jesus
changed in the tenderness of His love since the days of His flesh.
Though He shed not now in the glory tears such as those He mingled
with Martha's and Mary's, He is still as really touched with the feeling
of His people's afilictions and sorrows. Thus, we are assured that
those of us who knew and loved that noble Christian soldier and devoted
witness for the truth of GOd-GENERAL SIR WILLIAM STIRLINGwhose obituary we mournfully record, possess in the Lord Jesus the
Brother "born for adversity" (Prov. xvii. 17)-Him Who is never
nearer than when His brethren are in the depths of trouble; Our
beloved friend-who departed to be "with Christ" on Wednesday,
April 11th-was indeed a veteran standard-bearer in the army of
Christ's redeemed on earth, and the Church Militant can ill afford
to lose his presence, voice, and example.
It will be remembered that in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for May, 1901,
we inserted a brief portrait-article on GENERAL Sir WILLIAIII STIRLING'S
distinguished professional career. It was, however, incomplete, arid
knowing that our readers would like to possess as full a record as
possible, we reproduce the following obituary notice which appeared
in the Times; on Friday, April 13th, 1906. The leading journal
appreciatively said: "The death of GENERAL SIR WILLIAM STIRLING,
K.C.B., Colonel-Commandant of Royal Artillery, took place on
Wednesday at his residence, Ochiltree, Folkestone. This distinguished
officer was born in August, 1835, and was the third son of the late
Mr. Charles Stirling, of Muiravonside, Stirlingshire. He entered the
Royal Artillery in June, 1853, and first saw service during the Crimean
campaign in 1854-5, when he was present at the affairs of Bulganac
and McKenzie's farm, the battles of Alma, Balaclava, and Inkerman,
and throughout the siege of Sevastopol. He was mentioned in
despatches, and received the medal with four clasps, the Legion of
Honour, Fifth Class, and a Turkish decoration. As Brigade-Major
of artillery he served with the Rajpootana field force during the Indian
Mutiny, and was present at the capture of Kotah, in 1858, receiving
the medal for this service. In the China wars he was again employed
in the field, and was present at the actions at Sinho and Tangchow,
and at the surrender of Peking, obtaining the medal and clasp. His
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next service was in Afghanistan, where, during the campaign of 1878-9,
he assisted at the capture of the Peiwar Kotal, being mentioned in
despatches and receiving the medal and clasps, as well as, on November
17th, 1879, the Companionship of the Bath. His subsequent service
was at home. He was Assistant-Adjutant and Quarter-Master General
at Woolwich from 1880 to 1885, then in command of Royal Artillery
in the Southern District until 1890, Governor of the Royal Military
Academy at Woolwich from 1890 to 1895, and Lieutenant of the
Tower of London from 1900 to 1902. In January of that year he was
promoted to General, and in the following August retired, having
already received the K.C.B. on relinquishing the Lieutenancy of the
Tower. He became a Colonel-Commandant of his regiment in
November, 1899. GENERAL STIRLING was twice married, fi.rst in
1864 to Anne Douglas, daughter of Mr. Silvester Stirling, of Glenbirvie,
Stirlingshire, who died in 1867; and, secondly, in 1869, to Anna
Christian, daughter of Mr. William Stirling, the younger, of Kippendaire."
T-hus, the military career of our beloved friend was one of distinguished
service to his earthly Sovereign, to whom he rendered an allegiance
sanctified by the grace of God. He was a true soldier, bold in the
display of his heavenly Leader's colours, never ashamed of the Gospel
of the free grace of God, yet one of the humblest and tenderest of
Christian spirits. The Times, in its obituary notice, remarks that" he
was an Evangelical of a pronounced type, and often read the Lessons
at the 'unattached' church of Emmanuel, Folkestone. His delight
was also to take part in the services where the poor assemble, and he
was pleased to assist by his name and influence any good object that
came before him. He often preached to large assemblies of men."
Such testimony, coining from a nOli-religious newspaper, is of peculiar
'.
significance.
His decided Protestantism was of a high spiritual order, for he
keenly discerned the difference .between the living Church of God and
Satan's counterfeit of it in the idolatrous system of the Papacy.
Sacerdotalism, ill his sanctified judgment, was the religion of Antichrist, to oppose which was the plain duty of every loyal follower and
soldier of Christ. His Protestant addresses, always carefully prepared
were characterized by .incisive argument, manly frankness, solid
Reformation principle, and sound Bible doctrine. It was a refreshing
treat to listen to his' deliberate, weighty, uncompromising lftterances
on the platform of our more Protestant Societies. He was to have
taken the chair at the recent annual meeting of the Trinitarian Bible
Society, but the call "up higher" came first. It was a very special
cheer to us, some time since, when he kindly consented to be one of
the original Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Writing to us after
reading the draft of the Trust Deed, he said: "DEAR MR. ORMISTqN,~
I have carefully read the enclosed [Deed], and can find nothing to
alter, and believe I could conscientiously endorse all that is therein
set forth.· I feel it is only as God holds one up that we can stand to
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these great truths; and yet, short of them, where is one ~ May God,
if He sees fit, give you a long tenure of office as Editor of THE GOSPEL
'MAGAZINE and PROTESTANT BEACON, and make'it a channel of comfort
-and blessing to His children everywhere. Yours very sincerely,
WM. STIRLING." In December last, when he received from us notice
of a meeting of the Trustees to be holden in London early in January,
he first intimated his being out of health. He, however, entertained
a hope of being present to meet the Lord's other servants on the Trust,
for he wrote to us a brief note in which he said: "My DEAR MR.
ORMISToN,-The Lord has graciously laid me aside on a bed of sickness,
an operation may be required, and some weeks spent in London. I
have notice for 8th of January, and, if the Lord will, will certainly be
with you. Yours in the one sweet bond, WM. STIRLING." The
meeting took place, but God's dear servant was too ill to be present.
Prayer was offered for him, and a resolution of loving sympathy with
him in his sickness was passed by his brother trustees and transmitted
to LADY STIRLING. The operation afforded him relief, and he was
able to take the journey to his loved home at Ochiltree, near Folkestone.
On March 15th, in answer to a letter of brotherly concern for him in
his great trial, he penned his Jast letter to us-so touchingly like himself
-in which he said: "My DEAR MR. ORMISTON,-How sweet your
kind thoughts of me are, and your kind enquiries afteI: me, and all
this carried above in prayer to our Father. We were allowed to
return here on 5th instant, and it is a joy to me to be home again, and
a great comfort to my dear wife and children. I am really wonderfully
well in general health, and get out daily for a short walk when fine,
and this is delightful after two months of bed. I am,. however, an
invalid for life, and am watched over and cared for by a nurse. The
operation was only partially successful, and I was told nothing more
could be done for me. .I fear I am so useless, and quite an encumbrance
to everyone, and yet the Lord's ways are right, and He, I trust, will
never leave me for a moment, but will still carry out His gracious
purposes, and that I shall be able to bear a humble testimony to His
faithfulness and boundless love to a poor sinner.- It is so sweet to
think of the love of the Brethren here below and the continued intercession of the Great Advocate-' that they may be with Me where I
am.' I feel so sorry, after all the trouble you have taken in getting me
on to that Trust, I should have proved an utterly useless Trustee. I
know even in this you see the Hand unseen, Whose ways are not our
ways, and Who will not allow His precious cause to suffer. With
much affection, yours very sincerely, WM. STIRLING."
See, dear reader, in this last testimony, the all-sufficient grace of our
promise-performing heavenly. Father, how He sustained the faith of
His affiicted servant, and enabled him to glorify his God in the furnace.
How restfully satisfied he was with the way chosen for him in the
path of tribulation. All was well. Active service in the cause of the
King of kings was now denied him, but his mind was kept assured
that the Lord would" not allow His precious cause to suffer." Oh,
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that like grace may be granted to all who mourn the departure of this
noble Christian warrior from their midst, that they may magnify the
Name of their Divine Redeemer in affiiction even as he did.
We received the tidings of the sorrow at Ochiltree from a son of
the GENERAL'S, who kindly wrote on the morning after the peaceful
passing away at 7 o'clock on the Wednesday evening. "He had,"
he said, "been out walking twice on Sunday, and was feeling very
well and cheerful, but on Monday he took to his bed, and, though he
suffered discomfort, was not in pain, and was quite conscious, talking
to us all in quite a strong voice up to 5.30 o'clock, when he got weaker
and found a difficulty in breathing. He blessed us all when he was
still strong enough, and at the end passed quietly away." Beautiful
ending to a beautiful life-and all of grace free and sovereign, through
our Lord Jesus Christ! Thus have two of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
Trustees been taken from our side in the short space of eight monthsdear COLONEL H. E. PRESTON, R.A., and now GENERAL SIR WILLIAM
STIRLING, K.C.B. But," Thou remainest," is our God-ward support
and cheer in the discharge of such service as He may have determined
for us, whether brief or prolonged. The prayers of God's people are
united with our own for the sorrowing ones at Ochiltree, who committed
the redeemed remains to the grave in Folkestone Cemetery on Saturday,
April 14th-the day preceding that on which we commemorated the
resurrection of our victorious Saviour, Whose sure word of promise
shall be fulfilled in our departed brother, and in us with him, " Because
I live, ye shall live also."
The Morning Post, on Monday, April 16th, published the following
paragraph :" A very large assembly witnessed the funeral of General Sir William
Stirling, formerly Lieutenant of the Tower of London, which took
place in Folkestone Cemetery on Saturday afternoon. The mourners
included Major Stirling, RA., and the Hon. Mrs. Stirling, Captain W.
Stirling, RA., Lieutenant W. A. Stirling, RA., Colonel E. S. May, RA.,
Mr. and Mrs. G. L. Houston, Captain Guy Ashworth and 'Mrs.
Ashworth, Miss Stirling, Miss F. G. Stirling, Mr. Andrew Stirling,
Captain Charles Stirling, late RN., Colonel Sir George Stirling,
Captain J. Stirling, and Mrs. Rainsford. Others present were General
Williams, late RA., General Sir Charles d'Aguilar, Colonel Fawkes,
Colonel Congdon, Major-General Sandham, Captain Lord Wynford,
Colonel Denniss, Lieutenant Hobbs, Colonel J ellett, and Colonel Hopton.
The coffin, drawn on a gun carriage, was covered with the Union Jack.
The horses were ridden by Captain Stapleton and Lieutenants Arthur,
Paley; and L. Adams. The Funeral Service was conducted by the
Rev. A. E. Glover. A wreath of laurel, bearing the words" William
Stirling, soldier-a tribute from the land of his birth," was buried in
the grave.
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TRIBUTE TO THE DECEASED GENERAL'S MEMORY.

(By the Rev. A. E. Glover.)

ON Good Friday morning the Rev. A. E. Glover, Incumbent of
Emmanuel Church, Folkestone, in announcing to the congregation the
death of Sir William Stirling, said: "There must needs be a deep hush
upon our spiri ts this morning, not merely by reason of the peculiar
solemnity with which the day itself is invested, but also because of
another fact which intimately concerns us as a congregation. It has
pleased God to take to Himself our beloved brother and church officer,
Sir William Stirling. Since his recent operation there seemed to be
good hope that his valued life might be spared to us for some years to
come; and with his return to Folkestone his progress towards recovery
seemed to be well maintained. It was evident, however, that he
himself looked upon his improved condition only in the light of a reprieve
though there was nothing to suggest that he anticipated so immediate
a summons. On Tuesday last what appeared to be at first only slight
indisposition developed grave symptoms, and so rapidly that on
Wednesday morning all hope was abandoned. At seven o'clock that
evening he passed calmly and triumphantly into the presence of his
beloved Lord. Of the personal loss to myself involved in his removal
I cannot speak. In a very real sense, it is irreparable. Truly' we
took 8weet counsel together, and walked into the house of God in
company.' But who is there in this congregation that is not touched
with the poignant sense of loss 1 For some twelve years Sir William
had not only worshipped here, but had closely identified himself
with the life of the church; and to hi8 zealous, though unobtrusive,
devotion it owes not a little of its spiritual well-being to-day. But
far beyond our own congregational sphere is the loss felt. It touches
the church of Christ at large. Our beloved brother was a foremost
leader in those distinctive circles of Evangelical thought with which
he especially sympathized. His chairmanship at their religious and
philanthropic meetings came to be a recognized thing in London, as
in Folkestone; and his utterances on such occasion8 were always
marked by the deep undercurrent of spirituality that was characteristic
of the man. For Sir William Stirling was one of the' not many noble'
whom God hath chosen out of the world as ' vessels of mercy, that on
them He might make known the riches of His glory.' He was a rare
and fragrant example of the enriching power of divine grace. To come
into his presence was to become conscious of the fact that Christ was
there. It was to realise that Christ lived in him, and that to him
to live was Christ. A distinguished soldier and an honoured servant
of the King, he was an ornament to his profession; but beyond all
this he adorned the doctrine of God his Saviour in all things, by the
noble confession of a holy life. Not many occupying the same high
social and official position have dared to take the open and uncompromising stand for the truth that he took. He counted all things but
loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus his Lord; and
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esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures
in Egypt, he hesitated not to go unto Him without the camp, bearing
His reproach. A more beautiful example of holy consistency of walk
I have never known; and on looking back over the two years of my
privileged friendship with him, I can recall nothing, in word, look,
'or deed, that was for one moment anything else than' worthy of the
Lord.' Yet he gloried in the fact that by the grace of God alone
he was what he was. The theme in which he most delighted was
that of the free and sovereign grace of God meeting the sinner in the
saving efficacy of the blood of Christ and the renewing power of the
Spirit of God; and the sanctifying influence of the truth thus received
manifested itself in the meek and lowly spirit wherein he walked
humbly with his God. He had a rich experimental acquaintance
with the Word of God; his delight was in it, and the outcome was a
life hid with Christ in God. His affections were wholly set on things
above; and -this being so, the atmosphere of his soul was heaven, and its
breath was prayer. None who heard him pray or preach could fail
to be impressed with the fact that he lived as seeing Him who is invisible,
and that truly his fellowship was with the Father and with His Son
Jesus Christ. Such an one needed no death-bed testimony to give
assurance of the work of grace in him. The testimony that is to
abound to the glory of God is that of the life-walk, not of the deathbed. Where the life has been uniformly' a sweet savour of Christ
unto God,' so also will the death be. With the true believer, Christ
is magnified in his body whether by life or by death. But it must be
true of the life first; otherwise it can never be true of the death. And
this it pre-eminently was in the case of the beloved Sir William. And
for us who remain, what is the lesson of that holy life and death?
Surely this : 'Be ye imitators of me, even as I am also of Christ.'
He being dead yet speaketh; and the call to each one of us is to imitate
him in his close imitation of Christ. Oh that we all, like him, may,
with open face, behold, as in a glass, the glory of the Lord; that so,
like him, we, too, may be ' changed into the same image from glory to
glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord! ' "
A MAN cannot be naturally born, but from Adam, as his natural
head; and as impossible it is to be born again without a like relative union
.to Christ as our spiritual Head. There is no being a new creature but
by being in Christ. "They that are joined unto the Lord (and they
only) are one spirit with Him" (1 Cor. vi. 17; 2 Cor. v. 17). The
branch must be in the vine, before its sap can be derived from it ; he
that sanctifieth, and they that be sanctified, must be one. There
must be a contact (a touching of Him), before this virtue can come
from Him; for the promises being all made to Christ (Gal. iii. 16)
cannot descend to us, but as being in Him; it is that makes us heirs of
promise; the Holy Ghost, in whom all promises are virtually contained,
is shed upon us through Jesus Christ (Titus iii. 10). -Elisha Ooles.
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PRECIOUS PROMISES.

By THE

LATE" GOSPEL COTTAGE LECTURER."

" For all the promises of God in Him are Yea, and in Him Amen,
unto the glory of God by us."-2 COR. i. 20.
IF, on leaving our houses to-morrow morning, we should see posted
on the walls of our city a proclamation setting forth that a very large
proportion of the Bank of England notes in circulation were valueless,
because, although printed on bank paper, and from the genuine plates,
yet they were not signed, and therefore, when presented for payment
would be rejected, think you would we be offended with the Government
for issuing so importa~t a warning ~ Offended! No, say you, but
we should be very anxious to see whether all the notes we had in our
possession were properly signed, and, to make sure, might take them
to the bank for examination.
The" exceeding great and precious promises" (2 Peter i. 4), which
are so plentifully scattered up and down throughout the Word of God,
are all true promissory notes; but they require the Holy Spirit's
signing before they really represent the thing or the blessing promised
by them. "Let us, therefore, fear, lest a promise being left us of
entering into His rest, any of you should seem to come short of it "
(Heb. iv. I). Now if we meet a man whb by his own industry has
accumulated a rich store of the Bible notes, and after he has turned
over his treasury before us, we hint to him our fears that his notes
are not signed, how offended is he! "What," says the indignant
rich man, "do you suppose I am so ignorant as to be deceived ~ "
"Why," says he, "I took them from the Bank myself; read themthey are complete notes, I tell you." We suggest that they seem to
want a something to give them validity; very much as the lamps of
the five foolish virgins did, who truly had the external preparations
the same as the wise virgins; they had their lamps, but they had no
oil in their vessels. So we venture to tell our rich friend, that although
we can boast of only a very few little notes, yet at the corner of each
we find a blessed name written in red letters; and what makes us so
very particular about that name is, that we find the note itself, great
as it may be, a trifle, in comparison with this glorious name. Oh,
how they hate us for talking so, but can we show them our notes ~
Oh no, there seems to bea seal put upon the casket where they are
lodged; we are in such company like "a fountain sealed." But
reverse the picture; bring us in contact with a poor fellow-traveller,
who has perhaps just one little note, and who has been for a long time
looking and straining his eyes through the darkness by which he is
surrounded, endeavouring to decipher the name in the corner. He
knows it must be signed, and all his anxiety is to make quite sure it is
a true signature. Oh, the moment we meet such an one, and he shows
us his little note, the seal melts, the fountain gushes forth ; if we had
ten million notes we should never be tired of reading them over to him,
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and at the end of every note, the glory of the whole would be to point
to the holy name, and say, " See, this is the Lord's doing, and it is
marvellous in our eyes" (Matt. xxi. 42). Was it not even so in the
days of Christ? How did the highly religious of His day receive His
testimony? What said they to His declarations: "Search the
Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life, and they are they
which testify of Me "~ Did they not seek with the more determined
animosity to "lay hands on Him," and" to slay Him? " and yet
there was an inward conviction in their hearts that, after all, He was
right, which made them shudder while He spake. However, the Lord
alone can slay the enmity existing between the seed of the serpent
and the Seed of the woman; we daily see the enmity display itself,
and we know that all our efforts to kill it will only make it worse;
nor are we surprised to see those" having a form of godliness, but
denying the power thereof" (2 Tim. iii. 5), pleasing themselves with
their bank note forms, but despising the name which gives them'
validity, and despising those who set most value on that holy name.
We are not surprised to see those rich in blank notes, while they curl
the lip on a spiritually poor one, heartily shake hands with Papists,
Unitarians, and we know not who-" agreeing to differ."
Indeed, indeed, there is a solemn difference between presenting the
form of a note, and the bank note itself; between a promise of God
in the Bible, and a promise of God in Jesu.s Christ. The Lord lead us
a little into the simplicity of the sacred mystery.
" For all the promises of God in Him are Yea, and in Him, Amen."
Take away the two little words" in Him" from the pa" age, you take
away the life from the body; it will die; the oil from the vessel, the
lamp will go out; the name from the note, it will be rejected; but
ask what thou wilt in Him, the voice of love will answer, Yes! Amen!
but out of Him it is No! Depart! (Matt. xxv. 41). By going back to
the preceding verse it will be seen that Jesus Christ is the glorious
person represented by the pronoun "Him." "In Him!" Truly,
the surpassing grandeur of the import of this astonishing expression
has riveted our hearts in silent admiration and amazement. In Him!
What other combination of five letters could express so much? It
embraces eternity, infinity, yea, God! What can we say more? What
more? Poor self-condemned but living one, it embraces thee! Oh,
that the Lord the Spirit may" anoint thine eyes with eye-salve that
thou mayest see" (Rev. iii. 18). Thy sense of feeling is intense indeed;
the Lord enable thee to see; and then, though the least of all the
children in thine own esteem, with Mr. Hart thou shalt be constrained
to sing:" Then while I make my secret moan,
Upwards I cast my eyes and see,
Though I !-tave nothing of my own
My treasure is immense in Thee."

Beloved! what art thou looking after? Hast thou a little image
set up in thine heart, the" ideal of a Christian," to the model of which
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thou art daily desiring to attain? The Lord bring the understanding
of this prudent one to nothing (1 Cor. i. 19). Hear what the blessed
Apostle of the Gentiles testifies respecting his attainments in the flesh,
and to what he counts them equal. After giving us a catalogue of
fleshly virtues in which he was "-blameless," he adds, "But what
things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea, doubtless,
and I count all things but loss, for the excellency of the knowledge of
Christ Jesus my Lord; for Whom I have suffered the loss of all things;
and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, and be found in
Him" (Phil. iii. 4-9). And why did Paul so earnestly desire that he
might be "found in Him"? Ah! because he well knew that, out
of Him, all is death and condemnation, and because he had learned
the meaning of the words of his blessed Lord Jesus when He said,
" All things that the Father hath are Mine" (John xvi. 15), and not
only so, but he had also been brought by the teaching of the Spirit
to the apprehension of another great and indeed the crowning mystery
of all, that as the great God and Saviour our Lord Jesus Christ had
become God's immortal treasury. If was for His Church's sake, and
not for His own, that he was made rich in all unsearchable riches,
as it is written, " Thou hast ascended on high, Thou hast led captivity
captive, Thou hast received gifts for men; yea for the rebellious also,
that the Lord God might dwell among them" (Psalm lxviii. 18). And
therefore, it is that the Apostle says to those,whom, like himself, he knew
to be in Him: "For all things are yours, whether Paul, or Apollos,
or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or things
to come; all are yours; and ye are Christ's; and Christ is God's" (1 Cor.
iii. 22, 23). - Oh, beloved! how limited is our horizon; truly if the
fullest-instructed sees but in part, how very, very little do such nearsighted, little-minded worms as some of us feel ourselves to be, perceive
of the infinite glory that is laid up for us in Christ. "For it pleased
the Father that in Him should all fullness dwell" (Col. i. 19). Ah!
yes :" The little that is known,
Which children-like we boast,
Will fade like glow-worms in the sun,
Or drops in ocean lost."

And, moreover, of His wonderful person, what a testimony is that
given by the Apostle in the same epistle to the Colossians, chapter one,
beginning at thirteenth verse, " Who hath delivered us from the power
of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of His dear
Son; in Whom we have redemption through His blood, even the
forgivenes; of sins; Who is the image of the invisible God, the first-born
of every creature: for by Him were all things created, that are in
heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be
thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were
created by Him, and for Him: and He is before all things, and by Him
all things consist." And now comes that which renders the whole
so inexpressibly blessed, especially to' the more feeble members, " And
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He is the Head 0/ the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He might have the pre-eminence,"
to which add that unlimited testimony, "For all things are for your
sakes."
Here let us pause a moment, and review the few Scripture testimonies
which, as they have arisen in the mind, we have thrown together.
Trace them back again; what astonishing glories do they unravel!
" For your sakes," this glorious" Creator of all things," in Whom
by the pleasure of the Father " all fullness dwells" (and" all are yours")
has" received gifts " for such (even rebellious) men as are" found in
Him," and all things that He has thus received are represented by
" the promises of God," which" in Him," and to those and those only
who are" found in Him," are always Yes, and sure to be fulfilled, or
Amen. What a question of immortal moment, then, does it become
to each one of us, " Am I truly in H IM ~ "

IN the work of creation the distinct personality and operations of
the Holy Trinity plainly appear. There is God the Father creating
all things by Jesus Christ. (Eph. iii. 9); and there is the Holy Spirit
moving upon the face of the waters (Gen. i. 2), bringing the confused
chaos into its present beautiful form and order. By the word of the
Lord were the heavens made, and all the host of them by the breath
of His mouth (Psalm xxxiii. 6). Here is the Lord, and the essential
Word, which -was with God and was God, creating the world; and
the breath of His mouth, which is the Holy Ghost, equally concerned
in the work; for "by His Spirit He hath garnished the heavens."
(Job xxvi. 13).
There may be such a mixture and confusion of things, and your
expectation be, so delayed and frustrated, that your froward, untamed
heart may be ready to wrangle it out, "Why falls it alike to all ~
Why to the just according to the work of the wicked; and to the
wicked according to the work of the righteous ~ " (Eccl. viii. 14); or,
"Why one event to them both ~" This is not to enquire wisely;
you should rather conclude, " The Lord hath need of them!" That is,
he hath occasion to use such a providence to fulfil a word, or purpose;
and that of greater importance than to satisfy your private concern,
or present expectation. If you would cast, so as to lie by your mark,
this attribute of sovereignty gives you the best ground. Search and
observe as much as you will, so you take faith along with you, without
which you can do nothing warrantably. Faith is a sworn officer to
the great Ring, and has a key for every lock that is fit to be opened:
it forces nothing; but where it cannot enter, it stays without, and
waits a better season. Let faith also be a chief speaker in all your
debates; and then the result will be that carnal reason and present
sense, though very tenacious and stubborn, shall yield the cause, and
let you go.-Elisha Coles.
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A LETTER FROM THE LATE REV. THOMAS BRADBURY
TO AN AFFLICTED CHRISTIAN LADY.
My DEAR FRIEND AND SISTER IN HIM.
Your kind letter did me good. I was busy sending portions unto
them for whom nothing is prepared, in the shape of Himself. May He
Himself bless it to them as it was blest to me, both in preaching and
preparing it for the Press.
You will be pleased to know all my folk are better, through God's
sovereign mercy. My back with its bruised muscles still troubles me,
but I do not expect to be rid of the aches for some time to come. Praise
God, from whom all blessings flow for the aches as well as the easefor the fall, that I might see how graciously He can preserve me in
the midst of danger, and lovingly lift up again-for all bitters from
His fatherly hand which are dispensed according to the tenderness
of His heart, making His communicated sweets all the more sweet.
Yes, I have an "old man," and to the sorrow and grief and annoyance
of my young man, for the new nature never grows old-no grey hairs
are seen on him-no wrinkles-no decay. To my new heart's sorrow,
myoid man seems to be a very demon in compar.ison with that of manymy brethren and sisters in the Lord-so proud-so peevish-so conceited-so restless. Well, I account it a marvellous mercy that.I
know it.
We had a blessed time in the Grove last Sunday night. Text-" To
the praise of the glory of His grace" (Eph. i. 6.) Grace. What is it ~
We can apprehend something of what it is, but we can never comprehend
it. We know something of what it does. It saves the sinful-it clears
the guilty-it justifies the ungodly-it woos and wins the worthless.
It is sovereign. Esau never can be loved. Jacob never can be hated.
It is independent. Sacramental grace is folly here.
It is indefectible-neither sin nor Satan can affect it. It is abundant,
manifold, exceeding. It is revealed as covenanting (2 Tim. i. 9),
electing (Rom. xi. 5), redeeming (Eph. i. 7), justifying (Rom. iii. 24),
saving (Eph. ii. 8), teaching (Titus ii. 11, 12), helping (Heb. iv. 16),
establishing (Heb. xiii. 9). Do I believe? That is grace (Acts xviii. 27).
Do I repent~ That is grace (Acts v. 31). Do I pray ~ That is grace
(Zech. xii. 10). This is the true grace of God wherein we stand (1 Pet.
v.12).
When our Zerubbabel brings forth the headstone of the temple of
grace may you and I and the Doctor be there to share the glory and
join in the shouting, "Grace, grace unto it."
God bless you indeed !
Yours faithfully,
THOMAS BRADBURY.

EVER was sin so condemned as when Jesus poured out His soul
unto death upon Calvary.
20
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THE RIGHT OF THE POOR.*
By THE LATE MRS. HOBLYN, OF BATH.

SOME time ago a district visitor was asked to call upon a poor woman,
who was represented as in great distress about her soul. Very ill she
appeared to be in body, but from the account she gave of herself, the
illness she was suffering from seemed to be only the effect of great
anxiety of mind.
She told the visitor that, at the birth of the babe in her arms, now
seven months old, she became violently affected with the thought
that if she should die at that time, what must become of her soul;
and that feeling nad followed her up with such anguish, that she had
no rest day or night, and in consequence of this anxiety was reduced
to her present ill state of health.
There was something in the poor woman's manner of stating all this
very touching; and the despondency visible in her interesting countenance was quite sad to behold.
The visitor made some enquiry about her family and circumstances.
In reply she said she was the mother of three children, her husband a
tailor, and out of work, and as things were dear they had their full
share of poverty; but all these details seemed to have no interest for
her, in comparison to her soul's state, to which she quickly returned, by
saying, " But that's not ~y trouble-I'm so wicked, and I get wickeder
every day, and my life is just one black sin, and I'm only fit for hell.
I drop off to sleep towards morning, weary of weeping all night, and
I say, 'Perhaps I shall wake up in hell' ; and the only bit of gladness
I have is when I open my eyes, and find I am not there. I often think,"
she added in a whisper, "I may as well make away with myself, and
know the worst; I don't think hell can be worse than what I feel;
I feel tempted to every sin. The devil never leaves me day or night; "
and then, casting her eyes upon the face of her cheerful-looking babe,
she said, "I have been awfully tempted to do my little ones harm.
Oh, did you ever know such a wretch ~ surely there can be no hope for
me." Tears and sobs prevented her saying more.
" A dreadful case, indeed," said the visitor, "too bad for any but
God to mend. But millions of blood-bought saints, now in heaven,
could tell just the very same tale you have told me."
" A.h ! " said the poor woman, " they were not so vile as I; they never
had the hard heart I have; they never sinned as I have done."
" So you think," said the friend; "but God shows all His people the
nature of sin, and what His holy law demands of those who are to live
with Him in heaven. Christ is the sinner's Surety; and it is the work
of the Spirit to reveal Him to your heart, and make you see that the
law which you broke He has kept for you, and that God accepts His
obedience instead of yours. Now I believe the devil is taking advantage
*This Article may be had as a booklet, from C. J. PEMBREY, 164, Walton
Street, Oxford.
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of the new state of mind God has put you into, and is trying to
t-errify you, and thrust all sorts of bad thoughts and feelings into you;
but God is mightier than Satan, and will surely deliver His people out
of the devil's hands." By the expression of the poor woman's face it
was evident she had not understood a word that was said to her.
"My friends tell me it is all my own fault that I am so unhappy,"
s~e began; "they say I am wilful and perverse, and that I turn God
away from me; they tell me I should exercise simple faith-that the
Bible says, ' Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved,'
and that there are loads of promises in the Bible suited to me. Well,
I read them; but what of that ~ they do me no good. I can't feel them;
they are not mine. Why, I could as soon catch the sun as lay hold of
one of the promises."
"N 0," said the visitor, "of course you can't; God must be first in
everything. He must come to you before you can go to Him. It is
His power with the Word you w3,nt; and then you will be able to take
what He gives you."
" Aye! that's just what I want," said the poor woman, with great
feeling; "l want power from God; I want Him to bring Christ to
my heart; I want Him to push the promise right into me; and He
must do it all. Religious people come and talk to me, and they sa y to
me, 'Now don't you feel you love Jesus ~' And I say, 'No, I don't
feel so good as that; I am wicked; I have no love to Jesus in me;
I want Him, I want to be saved, but I'm not sure I love Him.' Then
they say, 'You love God's people.' And I say, 'No, I don't think I do.
I feel a relief to get away from them. They condemn me; they are
happy, and I am miserable; they are saved, and I am like Qne lost.'
They say, 'You love prayer, don't you ~' And I say, 'But I can't
pray, and what I ask for can't be right prayer, or I should be heard and
answered.' Then they say, ' You want faith, and then you would see
your marks and be happy.' And I suppose that's the truth."
"Nay," replied the visitor, "faith is an eye that rooks to Jesus.
The work of the Spirit is to reveal the finished salvation of Christ, and
to make you happy in the discovery that all He did and suffered was
for you, Peace does not flow from looking within for our marks, but
peace comeS from being taken clean out of ourselves, as it were, and
dropped at the foot of the cross. Nothing but that will give true
peace."
"But there are marks in the Word," said the poor woman; "what
are they put for, but that we may see them ~ "
" They are put there for humbling," said the visitor; "to show us
our deficiency, and send us to God in prayer, to give us the marks He
has laid down in His Word; and they are also made use of by the
Spirit at times for our comfort, to show us that in the main, with all
our failures,. there is a difference between us and the world. But the
peace that flows from a sense of pardoll does not come by looking at
our marks, either in the Word or in our hearts, but by a discovery of
Christ, and by the application of His blood, and the speaking power of
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His Word in the soul, whereby we are secretly assured He loves us,
pardons us, blesses us, and we cannot tell why."
After a few days the visitor called again. The poor woman looked
ill and miserable, her tears dropping fast as she stood ironing some
clothes.
" Crying still 1 " said the visitor. "Yes," said she, bitterly, " crying, crying; nothing else is allotted for me. I have had such a misfortune just now-broke a pretty little useful pan." And covering
her face with her apron, she sobbed piteously.
" Friend," said the visitor, "I'm ashamed of your spending so many
tears about the loss of a pan. When the last time I saw you, all your
trouble was about your soul."
She raised her head up, and said, very meekly, " My soul-trouble is
at the bottom of all my earthly trouble, because I feel the hand of God
is gone out against me. For the last seven months everything has
gone wrong with me. I can't touch a thing but I break it; I can't
plan to do anything but it goes all the contrary way; I denied myself
many little comforts, and saved up my money for the quarter's rent
(£1 5s.). I expected the landlord would call last Friday; I put it in
my pocket to have it ready, went out to the baker's, and lost every
penny. Nothing seems to go right with me now. I have a still worse
trouble than all that," she continued, " my husband is not half so kind
to me of late as he used to be. He is grown very snappish, and don't
like his home as he used to do. I told him I would tell you all about
it when you came again."
The husband continued his work in silence, and the visitor deemed
it the wisest course to follow his example. A lengthened pause followed, when the poor wife said, with much feeling, "Not that I ought
to blame him; I have been a great trial to him for the last seven
months, groaning and moaning all day long, and all night too. He
must needs be weary of me. I can't find any pleasure now in what
I once delighted in, and I'm poor company for him. I used to be so
cheerful, and keep a tidy home for him; but now it is all changed, and
he has good cause to complain of me; and I get worse and worsemore and more sinful."
" Well then," said the visitor, "it is an old proverb, When things
come to the worst they mend. Now who can tell but God may be
bringing things to this point with you-bringing them to the worst,
and then He will make them all turn round, as it were, and mend.
God has a time for everything; all is fixed and appointed-days of
darkness and worldliness, days of conviction of sin, days of peace and
pardon, all decreed by Him; and when His time is come, everything
must fall before His will. He has a people known to Him from all
eternity, beloved by Him with an everlasting love; and being chosen
in Christ, they are accepted, pardoned, saved; but they don't know
anything about it till they are called by grace; then they are made
to feel their ruined state, and long to enjoy God's great salvation; and
sooner or later, before they die, it shall be revealed to their happy
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experience; and it will be revealed to you, if God has made you feel
your need of it." The woman shook her head, and the friend left.
A short time after the visitor called again. The Lord had evidently
let in a little blink of peace and joy into the poor woman's soul, and her
simple account was given in nearly the following words :" I awoke yesterday morning, and found my soul in the most wonderful state of peace and hope. A feeling that Christ was near me, and
would come still nearer was the impression upon my mind. I got up,
fearing all the time that it would leave me, but it did not. It was a
day of bitter starvation; we had no food in the house, my husband
being out of work. I washed the whole day to earn a shilling, and I
had a swelled face, and ear-ache into the bargain; but," she added,
with a smile, "I did not care a bit about anything, because I thought
peace was come or coming; and I felt, for the first time in my life,
happy in a heavenly way. But I don't think I have got the right
thing yet. I have not got a clear pardon, and the peace I had yesterday
is gone-nothing left but the memory of it. But I believe the Lord
will come closer to me, and that what I felt yesterday was a sort of
beginning, and that He will give me a full pardon; so I must wait for
Him, and take my case to Him. But do you know," she continued,
" it is very odd to me how few people seem to care about pardon. Since
I have been in this great trouble of mind about my sins, I ask religious
people that I come across, Are they pardoned ~ Some say, , No:' and
yet they don't seem troubled about it. Others say, 'Oh, they hope
they shall be pardoned some day!' And others again say, 'Why, no
one can know he is pardoned in this world.' Now I am sure it can
be known. We read it in the Bible over and over again; and I know
two or three people who tell me they really have got their pardon:
and I believe they have, for they can give an account of the way in
which God set them free. Some are pardoned suddenly-all at once
like-and others seem to get it more gradual. God may have different
ways of giving pardon, but I am quite sure, some way or other, He
will give it to all His children; and people can't know for sure they are
His children, till they are pardoned."
Reader! are you pardoned ~
The world is divided into three sorts. First, a large class, who
never trouble about pardon, who are occupied with the pleasures,
profits, cares, sins, and sorrows of the world, and never give it a thought
whether they are pardoned or not. These are the most of mankind.
Then comes a smaller class of people, who feel they must be pardoned
before they die, or where God is they can never come.. But they have
no sense of pardon. They long for it, because God has made them
sensible sinners, and their cry to God is, " Say unto my soul, I am thy
salvation." They want a Saviour, and by Divine grace they have
been taught to feel their need of pardon; and all such seeking souls
shall find what grace has made them want. The Lord will never
disappoint the desires He has raised up in the soul; and those whom
God has taught to cry for pardon shall, in His own time, receive pardon.
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"Whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved." But
there is a third sort, and these are the fewest of all. A people who
liave found pardon-who know something of the blessedness of the
state David described when he said, in the thirty-second Psalm,
" Blessed is the man whose transgression is forgiven, and whose sin is
covered." Such go to God as accepted children; they cry, " Abba,
Father; " they run to God with all their sins, and cares, and griefs,
and find" grace to help in time of need."
But though the fact of pardon is ever the same, the enjoyment of it is
changeable. Sometimes, through the power of temptation and inbred
sin, God's saints lose their peace, and the sweet sense of pardon once
felt is clouded over. Sometimes, in the exercise of God's sovereign
will, "He hides His face," and then His children are troubled. But
He who has pardoned and blest in times past, can restore unto the soul
the joys of salvation, can cause peace to flow back into the bosom,
and again draw forth the grateful song, "Bless the Lord, 0 my soul,
and forget not all His benefits, who forgiveth all thine iniquities, who
healeth all thy diseases; " and this is the right of all God's poor.
Christ has made peace by the blood of His cross for all the elect
family of God; and the Holy Ghost, according to Divine promise
(Isa. liv. 13), must come in due time, and drop peace into the souls of
God's heaven-born children; and the way to pardon and peace is
through felt sin and heart sorrow.
.. As seamsters into pieces cut
The cloth they into form would put;
So God cuts down to make us up,
And empties all to fill our cup."

" God will speak peace unto His people," sooner or later, and enable
them to testify of all His dealings, even as David did_, who has left this
word upon record for the encouragement of seeking souls: "I know
that the Lord will maintain the cause of the afflicted and the right of
the; poor."

REPOSE IN JESUS' LOVE.
" On Thy compassion I repose,
In weakness and distress ;
I will not ask for greater ease,
Lest I should love Thee less.
Oh, 'tis a blessed thing for me
To need Thy tenderness!
" While many sympathizing hearts
For my deliverance care,
Thou, in Thy wiser, stronger love,
Art teaching me to bearBy the sweet voice of thankful song,
And, calm, confiding prayer.
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" Thy love has many a hidden path
No outward eye can trace;
And through the darkest night, my heart
Leaps to behold Thy face,
And communes with Thee 'mid the storm,
As in a quiet place.
" 0 Comforter of God's redeemed,
Whom the world does not see,
I wish not to avoid the flood
That casts my soul on Thee!
Who would not suffer pain like mine,
To be consoled like me ~
" When I am feeble as a child,
And flesh and heart give way,
Then on Thine everlasting strength
With passive trust I stay,
And the rough wind becomes a song,
And darkness shines like day.
" Happy are they that learn in Thee,
Though patient suffering teach,
The secret of enduring strength,
And praise too deep for speechPeace, that no pressure from without,
No strife within can reach.
" No suffering while it lasts is joy,
How blest soe' er it be,
Yet may the chastened child be glad
His Father's face to see;
And oh! it is not hard to bear
What must be borne in Thee.
" Deep unto deep may call; but I,
With peaceful heart, will say,
Thy loving-kindness has a charge
No waves can take away:
So let the storm that speeds me home
Deal with me as it may."

A. L. W.
"THE Lord forsaketh not His saints; " hence they do not finally
forsake Him, but are preserved for ever-namely, by the Lord; and
this because He loveth judgment-that is, truth and faithfulness.
His saints are a seed given unto Christ, and redeemed by Him and
ordained to eternal life. They must therefore be called, justified,
sanctified, and preserved safe to glory.-Berridge. -
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CHRIST'S DELIGHT IN BELIEVERS AND THEIR GRACES.
THE very first grace acted by a new convert causes a jubilee in Heaven.
Christ, as it were, makes a feast in Heaven when the lost sheep is found,
and calls upon all the angels to rejoice with Him at the recovery of it.
Surely He will never have this joy turned into sorrow, these graces
rifled and reviled by the devil, and so give him occasion to laugh or scoff
both at Himself and the angels for their too forward joy. He was glad
even of sad occasions contrary to His nature, when they might further
the increase of a little faith. When Lazarus was dead, He was glad He
was not there in the time of his sickness, to hinder the death of a friend
He loved, because by His raising him again His disciples might be
confirmed in faith, and gain a greater power against their frequent
doubts and unbelief. "I am glad for your sakes that I was not there,
to the intent that ye may believe" (John xi. 15). If Paul calls the
Philippians his joy and crown, because he instrumentally converted
them, believers then are Christ's joy and crown, because He effectually
died for them. Will Christ have His joy torn from His heart, His
jewels rifled from His crown, and His crown plucked from His head ~
What was that joy of His which He desires of His Father to be fulfilled in His disciples (John xvii. 13), but the sanctification of His
people, which He prays for ~ The very discourse of the fruitfulnes
of His saints' graces cheers His heart: "These things I have spoken
to you, that My joy might remain in you" (John xv. 11); that is, that
I might rejoice in you. He delights in the beauty; that is, the graces
of His queen: "So shall the King greatly desire thy beauty" (Ps.
xlv. 11). And will He not increase His Own pleasure by increasing
the spiritual beauty and graces of a believer ~ He considers 1:?elievers
as His heritage, and can we think He will not improve it ~ It must be
more pleasure to enjoy it flourishing than to possess it wasted. And
Christ doth not repent of any undertaking of His for the happiness
and security of His people: "I will ransom them from the power
of the grave; I will redeem them from death; 0 death, I will be thy
plagues; 0 grave, I will be thy destruction: repentance shall be hid
from Mine eyes" (Hosea xiii. 14). It is the speech of Christ triumphing
over death. That it is meant of Christ, the word to redeem with a
price, and to redeem by right of relationship, do evince. It includes
the conquest of all other enemies, as the apostle descants upon it
(1 Cor. xv. 55-57). Sin and the curse of the law; of this He would not
repent; "repentance shall be hid from My eyes." I will cast away any
motion to it, that it shall never come more in My sight. If He rejoices
in this redemption, He will also in the effects of it upon the hearts of
His people. These affections are unchangeable as His office. If that
be perpetual (Heb. vii. 24), the qualifications necessary to that office
must be as perpetual as His office itself. "Christ is the same yesterday,
to-day, and for ever" (Heb. xiii. 8). The same in credit with His
Father, faithfulness to His charge, affection to His people, ability
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for His office, fulness of His person, virtue of His blood, compassions
to His weeping, gasping, new creature, and His hatred of that which
doth oppress it. And when there is such a combination in the heart
of Christ, and the end of all is the good of these poor, bruised reeds,
His believing creatures, can we think it possible that those affections
should be idle ~ And if they be excited, as undoubtedly they will,
they will attain their ends, being all armed with a mighty power for
the effecting of them.
Well, then, let us act faith upon these engagements of Christ, and
say with Him in the Psalm: "This God is our God for ever and ever;
He will be our Guide, even unto death" (Psa. xlviii. 14), and beyond
death, too. It is His office to guide by His counsel here those that
He will bring to glory hereafter. Lord Jesus, direct us by Thy counsel
here, as parts of Thy charge, and bring us to glory as vessels of Thy
mercy to be filled with everlasting riches of grace; cherish our bruised
reeds, and inflame our smoking flax.-Stephen Charnock.

THAT- state is surely best which keeps you dependent on God, and
thankful to him; and so you shall find it in the end. Reader, trust
thou in the Father of all mercies, and the God of all consolation, for
every supply. Independent Adam, and the independent prodigal,
came both to bankruptcy and beggary; therefore trade thou with
the stock of God, and thou shalt never fail.-W. Huntington.
BEHOLD the magnificence of the works of God, for the heavens
declare his glory. With what glory does the majesty of the Creator
blaze in these marvellous works, which invite us in the most earnest
manner to pay our tribute of admiration, reverence, and praise to the
Being who has formed them! Is there anything in nature more
proper to inspire US with exalted ideas of the Deity than the aspect of
the celestial vault ~ Let us never lift our eyes toward heaven, without
feeling the most lovely sense of the magnificence and grandeur of
Him who has given being to all things, and who preserves them with
an incomprehensible wisdom, power, and goodness! What are we
weak and miserable mortals, who creep as insects on a grain of sand,
and are lost in the immensity of creation? What are we in comparison
of those innumerable systems, which comprehend so many vast globes?
Especially what are we, in comparison of the Creator of all those worlds, of.. all those suns, of all those heavens, which we cannot attempt to
comprehend or enumerate, without feeling trouble and confusion of
mind? Nevertheless, this Sovereign of the world condescends to prefer
us, He deigns to honour us with His notice, and with His paternal care!
What a glory, what a ravishing hope opens before us! What motives
to the most lively gratitude! Let us prostrate ourselves at the footstool of the Most High, and adore Him in the firmament of His
power.-Extract from Reflections by Christopher Christian Sturm.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY.

THE 99th Annual Meeting will (D.V.) be held in the Mansion House
on Monday afternoon, May 7th, at 5 o'clock. Sir C. Robert Lighton,
Bart., will preside, supported by the Revs. Canon Girdlestone, M.A.,
J. H. Hallett, and J. K. Popham, Messrs. F. A. Bevan, A. Hayles, and
W. H. Seagram, and other friends. Tickets can be obtained at the
office.
The sermon will (D.V.) be preached on Thursday Evening, May 17th,
by the Rev. James Ormiston, Rector of St. Mary-Ie-Port, Bristol, and
Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE, in St. Stephen's Church, Coleman
Street (near the Bank of England). Divine Service to commence at
7 o'clock. The attendance of all friends of the Society is heartily
invited.
Upwards of 8,000 aged Christians have been pensioners of the Society
since 1807, and the sum distributed amongst them has exceeded
£365,000. How little did the young people who founded the Institution
anticipate the wonderful results represented by these figures, to say
nothing of the blessings that have flowed from the visits of the Lord's
almoners, and which cannot be tabulated.
The past financial year has been difficult, owing to the slender
margin which increased local taxation and other claims have left. In
many cases where 20s. were given, the amount has now to be reduced
to lOs. An increased free income-that is, income not charged with
pensioners-is an urgent need.
In a letter, written a short time back by an inmate of one of our
Homes, to a friend, the following paragraph occurs: "I feel so grateful
for my home; no landlady to hold the sword over you, and no rent to
pay, or coals to buy. I feel, as I sit in my little room, I must be praising
my Heavenly Father all day long when I think of the love and kindness
shown to me in the decline of life."
T. S., aged 81, and his wife P. S., aged 80, of Wilts, have been lately
placed on the books. In bringing their cases forward a friend wrote :
" I was much grieved to hear him say he was thinking seriously of soon
going to the' big house' (the Union Workhouse) as he found himself
increasingly unable to do his work. He mentioned this as a prelude
to asking information as to the life there. It gave me a heartache to
think of the dear old saint and his wife ending their days there,
especially after such a long and honourable life of industry. The
" club" he paid into for many years broke up some time ago, and
his life has been one of great vicissitude. I can conceive no higher
honour or privilege than thus to soothe and help the declining days
of two such members of 'the household of faith,' to whom the
'especially'soaptlyapplies." By means of the pension these aged ones
are now enabled to spend their closing days in peace and comfort in
the tiny cottage where they have long dwelt.
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MODERN EVANGELICALISM.
THE Gospel of Christ is alone vital Christianity. Historically, that
Gospel is found in the writings of the four inspired Evangelists. The
Acts of the Apostles record the earliest examples of the preaching of
the Gospel message, and sufficiently show the simplicity of Christian
worship as it existed in the times immediately ensuing on Pentecost.
The Epistles present us with the unfoldings of the Gospel in the
profoundest aspects of the counsels of the Divine grace; while the
Apocalypse delineates in vision, symbol, and prophecy. the great events
concerning the kingdom of Christ from His ascension to His second
coming. We live in a dispensation which is emphatically the
Evangelical dispensation. In one short sentence the Lord Jesus Christ
summarises the age extending to His glorious appearing: "And this
Gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness
unto all nations: and then shall the end come" (Matt. xxiv. 14).
To defeat that divine counsel has consequently been the settled policy
of Satan. His most successful method of opposing the appointed mission
of the Gospel of God's grace has hitherto been, and still is, to transform
his ministers and religious agents" as the ministers of righteousness."
Even in Apostolic days, the Holy Spirit declared of these corrupters
of God's truth: "For such are false apostles, deceitful workers,
transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel;
for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light" (2 Cor. xi).
The chief peril of modern Christendom arises from these wiles of the
devil. Were the diabolical attacks on the holy truths of the Gospel
open and violent, they would be less likely to delude souls. But when
the devil's " methods" countefeit love for the Gospel, and mingle with
its teaching errors bearing the semblance of divine revelation, only
"the elect" of God are secure from his delusions. Our churches
have widely departed from pure Gospel truth, and have adopted the
"doctrines and commandments of men." Especially is the old
heresy of fallen man's" freewill" revived, magnified, and promulgated
in endless forms and _guises. Rationalism, Higher Criticisms, Sacramentalism, Ritualism, Sacerdotalism, Christian Socialism, Spiritism,
and worldly religion in general-all now rife in the various churchesspring from this one prolific, bitter root. Modern" Evangelicalism"
is honey-combed by the action of this insidious error. Being destitute
of the sovereign Spirit of Life and Truth, it adopts substitutes and
accessories to make itself acceptable and pleasing to the unregenerate.
Popularity is the aim and goal of such man-made religion. The
humbling and mortifying doctrines of God's fr~e and effectual grace
are now-a-days called "narrow," "uncharitable," "exclusive,"
".out-of-date," "Puritanical," "Calvinistic," and the like. Thus,
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living souls rarely find spiritual food among the general run of so-called
" Evangelical" places of worship, while they are made sad, and sorrowful at the prevalence of "will-worship" in its countless carnal forms.
This, however, is left to" the living in Jerusalem "-that they have the
sure and sufficient promise of their covenant God whereupon to depend" When the poor and the needy seek water, and there is none, and their
tongue faileth for thirst, I the Lord will hear them, I the God of Israel
will not forsake them. I will open rivers in high places, and fountains
in the midst of the valleys; I will make the wilderness a pool of water,
and the dry land springs of water" (Isa. xli. 17, 18). Let, then, them
that are athirst in Zion seek the nether springs, which are" sealed"
to all but" the election of grace." They secretly flow from" the right
side of the house, at the south side ~f the altar" (Ez. xlvii. 1).
THE EDITOR.
MULTUM IN PARVO.
THE "Circus Church," Portsmouth, we are glad to note, continues to
enjoy a rich measure of the Divine blessing. The Annual Address of
the Rev. A. J. Day-the faithful successor of our ever-beloved friend,
the late Rev. J. C. Martin-has just been issued, and it is a deeply
interesting record. It tells of much spiritual prosperity, of the manifested power of the Spirit through the ministered Word of God's free
grace, and of the prosperous condition of the Day and Lord's-day
schools and other branches of Christian work maintained by the
congregation. May the sunshine of the blessing of our covenant God
ever rest upon pastor and people in their fellowship and labours in the
cause of the pure truth.--We also rejoice to note that the recently
published Annual Report of Christ Church, Leamin",oton, is full of
encouragement. The Rev. J. G. Gregory's Evangelical ministry
and the Protestant services at his church are gratefully appreciated
by his flock, who exercise a generous liberality in support of the many
spiritual agencies-home and foreign-which their pastor commends
to their sympathy. Mr. Gregory is himself an unstinting giver for the
Lord's work, and his example is evidently influential upon his fellowworkers and fellow-worshippers.--We sincerely condole with the
Rev. CharlesStirling, of Richmond, on the death of his wife, at a time,
too, when he himself was laid aside by illness. :Mr. Stirling has borne
long and faithful witness for Reformation truth, and has made great
personal sacrifices in maintaining his conscientious convictions.-The C.M.S. has accepted offers of service from Mr. A. W. Davies, RA. ;
the Rev. John Curtis, B.D., curate of Christ Church, Leeson Park,
Dublin; Miss C. Wood; and Miss R. Hudson; and has received into
home connection the Rev. A. Iliff (S. China).--The regrettable
alliance between the pervert Princess Ena and the Papist King of Spain
is arranged to take place on the 1st of June, at Madrid. The" Pall
Mall Gazette" says it is possible that the Pope will confer the so-called
"Golden Rose" on the future Queen Consort of Spain. This Vatican
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distinction has frequently brought disaster in its train, and the honour
of receiving it at the hands of the Papal Antichrist is not one to be
coveted. Henry the Eighth accepted it from three different Popes.
The last royal recipient of the" Rose" in England was Mary Tudor,
the sanguinary persecutor, wife of Philip, King of Spain. It would be
indeed a grave portent were the emblem of disaster to be accepted by
a grand-daughter of Queen Victoria, and a niece of King Edward the
Seventh.
" TOUCHED."
(ISA. liv. 11; lxiii. 9; HEB. ii. 18; iv. 15).

" THOU poor, afflicted, tempted soul,
With fears, and doubts, and tempests toss'd ;
What if the billows rise and roll,
And dash thy ship, it is not lost ~
The winds and waves, and fiends may roar,
But Christ will bring thee safe on shore.
"What ails those eyes bedew'd with tears,
Those labouring sighs that heave thy breast,
Those oft repeated, broken prayers ~
Dost thou not long for Jesu's rest ~
And can the Lord pass heedless by,
And see a mourning sinner die ~ "
Berridge.
LET that table which God hath been pleased to give thee please thee.
He that made the vessel knows his burden, and how to ballast her.
He that made all things very good cannot but do all things very well.
If thou be content with little, thou hast enough; if thou complainest,
thou hast too much.-Francis Quarles.
OTHER creatures are not more below a sinner than a saint is above
a sinner. Man is the excellency of the creature, the saint is the
excellency of the man; grace is the excellency of the saint, and glory
is the excellency of grace. Grace not only makes a man more a man,
but it also makes him more than a man. The primitive Christians
were the best of men. None were more lowly in their dispositions,
or more lovely in their conversation. Noah was a just man, and
perfect in his generation. He was not a sinner among saints, but a
saint among sinners. Who would have looked for so fair a bird in so
foul a nest ~ Though he once acted as the sons of men do, yet he
was numbered among the sons of God. A saint is not free from sin,
that is his burden. A saint is not free to sin, that is his blessing. Sin
is in him, that is his lamentation; his soul is not in sin, that is his
consolation.-W. Seeker.

318

The Gospel Magazine.
lla~~tng 1Ebcnt~.
A MONTHLY RECORD.

THE month of May brings together in London vast numbers of Christian
people of various Protestant denominations. At Exeter Hall and other
large places of public assembly reports of Goa's work at home and
abroad will be given by His servants. The voice of Divine judgment
certainly is audible in many lands-cruelty and injustice, persecution
and bloodshed, characterise human rule in countries which claim to
be called civilized and Christian, and the influence of the Gospel is but
remotely felt even where is has been proclaimed for ages. The earth
trembles under the burden of accumulated iniquity. Man's defiance
of his Maker is rapidly culminating in federated forms, and lawlessness,
socialism, and atheism are assuming a menacing attitude. God's
people need, therefore, meet together in a chastened and humble
spirit. All boasting should be excluded. All rivalry between
churches and religious societies should be jealously eschewed. The
spirit of denominationalism is one of the saddest features of Christian
work in the foreign mission field; and it would be well were there a
general return to the simple Gospel of Christ-unencumbered with
ecclesiastical and party conditions. Not to make disciples and proselytes for man-made systems of religion, but to proclaim fully and faithfully" Jesus Christ and Him crucified" among both Jews and Gentiles,
trusting the Holy Ghost to make effectual to sinners the free-grace
message of salvation, is the vocation of true ministers of God and missionaries of His Word. The forthcoming" May Meetings" will, we trust,
be richly imbued with the power and unction of this truth, that God in
all things may be glorified.
The Bishops of the English and Welsh dioceses recently met at
Lambeth Palace. Thirty-two prelates were present. The proceedings
were private, but it was afterwards announced to the Press that the
following Resolution was passed: "The Bishops, without entering
as yet into the details of the Government Education Bill, feel bound
to express at once their conviction that the Bill, as it at present stands,
must be met with unhesitating opposition." The Executive Committee
of the National Council of Evangelical Free Churches have met and
passed a resolution stating that the Executive Committee heartily
welcomes the new Education Bill of the Government as a sincere
attempt to establish a national and just system of State education,
and as going far towards carrying out the will of the people as expressed
at the General Election, in that it (1) brings all schools maintained
from public funds under public control and management; (2) abolishes
theological and ecclesiastical tests in the teaching profession; (3)
secures one type of elementary school so far as controlling authority
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and financial support are concerned; (4) relieves the ratepayer of any
responsibility for the cost of sectarian teaching. The Committee
therefore pledges its loyal and strenuous support to the Government
in carrying the main principles of the measures into law, while reserving
its right to criticize the detailed provisions of the Bill. The Committee
will at a :ater stage seek an opportunity of pressing its views upon the
Government.
A Committee has been formed in Egypt under the direction of the
Bible Society's Agent, the Rev. A. A. Cooper, for the purpose of revising
St. Luke in Egyptian Colloquial Arabic, an edition of which was
published privately last year. This version is not intended for those
who understand classical Arabic, but for the unlearned. A lady who
is personally interested in missions in Egypt, and acquainted with the
needs of the people, recently left a donation of five guineas at the Bible
House, as an inducement to issue Genesis in Egyptian Colloquial
Arabic. In this connection a curious coincidence occurred. This
lady also said she would give one guinea towards the issue of Genesis
in Baffin's Land Eskimo. She was informed that there was only one
man able to do this work, the Rev. E. J. Peck, of the C.M.S., but he
was in Blacklead Island, Cumberland Sound, and could not be reached
under six months, it might be some while before the translation could
be set on foot It was not then known at the Bible House that Mr.
Peck was on his way home. A few days later Mr. Peck himself entered
the Bible House, having just landed in England, and brought with him
the MS. of Genesis in this dialect of Eskimo, which he had been
translating through the long Arctic night, when he was cut off from all
communication with the outer world.
The Scripture Gift Mission has decided to circulate the Scriptures
at the forthcoming International Exhibition at Milan, and is printing
for the purpose large editions of its Pictorial Gospels in Italian, French,
German, Spanish, Greek, Japanese, and other tongues. "Scores of
instances could be cited," the Committee point out, " in which people
have been led to read the Word of God when presented to them freely
in this form, and we hope and trust that our efforts in this case may be
used of God to create in many hearts a desire to know Him and to possess
the whole Bible. At the last exhibition in Paris we were enabled to
circulate nearly half a million copies of these Gospels, at a cost of £1,000 ;
and we hope to do at least as much at Milan. We shall only go forward
to the amount of the contributions we may receive, and we are needing
£500 at once, in order to furnish a sufficient supply of Scriptures for
the opening days tn April, for the distribution of which we are securing
the services of a thoroughly efficient Evangelist." The secretary is
Mr. W. WaIters, Scripture Gift Mission, 15, Strand, W.C.
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The work of exploration in the Holy Land continues, yielding deeply
interesting results. The means voluntarily subscribed for this object
to the Palestine Exploration Fund is wholly inadequate for the demands
of the undertaking. The Annual General Meeting of the Society will
(D.V.) be held on Wednesday, June 13th, under the presidency of
General Sir Charles Warren, G.C.M.G. The Emperor William, who
takes a practical interest in Palestine Exploration work, has just given
to the German" Paliistina-Verein," £1,000 towards the cost of the
M~giddo excavation. It is much to be regretted that English Bible
readers do not more generally recognise the immense service rendered
to Scripture knowledge by the Palestine Exploration Fund.
The Rev. George B. Berry, Vicar of Emmanuel, Plymouth, who has
recently returned from his fourth visit to the Holy Land, furnishes the
Palestine Exploration Fund with an informing report. In the course
of his remarks he says: "The railway is in full wor1.'ing order from
Haifa to Semakh, at the south end of the Sea of Galilee, but interrupted,
for the time being,thence to Damascus by the destruction of some bridges.
The railway from Damascus to Mecca is now open to Amman and
Maan, east of the Dead Sea. The land is being everywhere brought
under cultivation. Ploughing was in full swing all along our route.
The signs of desolation are rapidly disappearing. The influx of Jews
into P,alestine is uninterrupted, and it is estimated that there are
70,000 in and around Jerusalem. . . . The buildings near Jerusalem,
both religious and secular, are constantly becoming larger and more
pretentious. Finally, I think there is a great future evidently in
preparation for the Holy City, the Holy Land, and, as I believe, the
Holy people."
REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF BOOKS.
THE ONLY TEMPLE ON EARTH NOW RECOGNIZED BY GOD. By the
Rev. THOMAS HOUGHTON, Incumbent of Kensington Episcopal
Chapel, Bath. Price 2d. London: C. J. Thynne, Great Queen
Street, Kingsway, W.C., or, direct from the Author. 1906.
This timely discourse strikes at the root of the many errors of
Sacerdotalism with a force irresistible, because the preacher appeals
alone to the written Word. The occasion of the delivery of this able
sermon was a lecture in defence of Ritualism and Sacerdotal doctrine
given in Bath in January last by the Rev. J. A. V. Magee, son of the
late Archbishop of York. The distinction drawn by Mr. Houghton
between a material temple and the spiritual temple of the Holy Ghost
-the beloved, elected, redeemed people of God-destroys, root and
branch; the entire carnal religion of Romanism. We wish a wide
.circulation for the tract. Our readers would do well by placing it
in the hands of young people and others who are exposed to the evils
of Sacerdotal teaching.

THE

LATE

REV.

ROBERT WALKER.

(PellOlf clIld TH-tor uf '/'rinit!l Cullege. Call1l,rid!,.·:
(!f JryIJlc.'o:l('old, T.iei('e.~·tel·>o·It;(tI.

MA
(10"

I"it'(lj'

