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OUR FATHER'S HOUSE.

" In My Father's Muse are 'ffIQ,ny 'ffIQ,nsions."-JORN xiv. 2.

1

THE LORD JESUS was speaking to His disciples of His home when
He employed these beautifully simple and expressive words.
"My FATHER'S house"! What unutterable depths of meaning
must He have attached, under this title, to His eternal abode!
The central thought associated with home was His FATHER! The
ages of intimate fellowship He had spent there with His FATHER
filled His memory with ineffable satisfaction. "In My FATHER'S
house are many mansions." Mark well the holy familiarity with
which He refers to His heavenly dwelling-place. He knew every
one of those blissful habitations-those eternal mansions. He
also knew His FATHER'S great purpose in grace that those" many
mansions" should, at the cost of His own blood, be finally peopled
by " many sons." To the LORD JESUS home carried the delightful
idea of a completed family, dwelling together for ever in the
unalloyed enjoyment of their heavenly FATHER'S love. Before
He left the bosom of the FATHER there were already myriad hosts
of saints within the eternal walls of the celestial temple: righteous
ABEL, the first to seal the faith of the Gospel with his blood, was
there; ENOCH, "the seventh from ADAM," who" walked with
GOD" on earth for 300 years and was translated without tasting
death, was there; "i." the eighth person," N OAR, "a preacher of
17
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righteousness," was there; ABRAHAM, "the father of believers,"
with whom stood the Covenant concerning the SEED-that is
CHRIsT-was there, for all these, with countless others, departed
" in faith," "looking for a city having foundations, whose builder
and maker is GOD."
The heaven of heavens, the FATHER'S house, wherein He gathers
His pilgrim people as, one by one, they finish their " course" on
earth, is called by various titles in the Scriptures, all of them
divinely significant of permanent possession. The title ~'mansions "
in the Greek gives the idea of permanence. The abodes of the
ransomed of the LORD are no mere lodging-places, temporary
habitations for wayfarers; for once believers are "absent from
the body" they are" present with the LORD "-and will go out
no more for ever. That inspired passage in 2 Cor. v. 8 is translated
well in the Revised Version, "We are of good courage, I say, and
are willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be at home
with the LORD." This blessed home is called" Paradise" (Luke
xxiii. 43); "An Inheritance" (Acts xx. 32); "A Better Country "
(Heb. xi. 16); "A Kingdom" (Matt. xxv. 34); "That within the
veil" (Heb. vi. 19); "Glory" (Psalm lxxxiv. 11); "The
Tabernacle of GOD" (Rev. xxi. 3); "A Rest to the People of GOD"
(Heb. iv. 9); and is spoken of under many other such holy
designations. That must indeed be home which the EVERLASTING
FATHER has provided for Himself i-and for His co-equal SON!
.and which is the abode of the ETERNAL SPIRIT! And this same
home is the prepared dwelling of the blood-bought sons and
daughters of the LORD ALMIGHTY! Did not JESUS say to His
FATHER in His marvellous address to Him just before He sufiered,
"FATHER, I will that they also, whom Thou hast given me, be with
Me where I am; that they may behold My glory, which Thou hast
given Me: for Thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the
world"? He claimed the presence of His purchased Church to
be with Himself in the heavenly glory, on the ground of His own
meritorious and perfect obedience to the holy will of GOD. And
it is upon that righteous and just consideration that every redeemed
sinner is taken "home" by the FATHER when he finishes his
appointed term on earth. The title to a heavenly mansion is
assured to every believer. CHRIST, at the right hand of the FATHER,
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is that incontestable title. Nor all the unworthiness and wretched
sinfulness of the believer-viewed in himself-ean affect the value
of that title or jeopardize its efficacy for a moment. "Meetness"
for· glory is not to be looked for in ourselves. It is something
external to us, and it is a finished work. The Apostle PAUL,
writing to believers at Colosse, declares the completeness of the
act of the FATHER in this matter, and says: "Giving thanks unto
the FATHER, which hath rruule us meet to be partakers of the
inheritance of the saints in light" (Col. i. 12). This work of grace
and love He wrought with power through the LORD JESUS CHRIST.
So that the GOD-prepared mansions on high are secured inalienably
to the GOD-prepared family, and to each member of that blessed
family particularly.
" Hence through all the changing seasons,
Trouble, sorrow, sickness, woe,
Nothing changeth GOD'S affection,
.!BBA'S love will bring us through.
Soon shall all His blood-bought children
Round the throne their anthems raise ;
And in songs of rich salvation
Shout to ABBA endless praise! "
THE EDITOR.
TEMPORAL things more ravish in expectation than in fruition; but
things eternal, more in .the fruition than in expectation.-Francis
Quarles.

THE vainglory of this world is a deceitful sweetness, a fruitless labour,
a perpetual fear, a dangerous honour; her beginning is without
Providence, and her end without repentance.-Francis Quarles.
\
HE that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how
shall He not with Him also freely give US all things 1 0 that Christians
would learn to reason themselves out of.their fears, and- out of their
distrusts, as the apostle does! 0 that they would no longer rend and
rack their precious souls with fears and cares, but rest satisfied in this,
that He who has been so kind to them in spirituals will not be wanting
to them in temporals.-Brooks.
THERE is no time yours but the present time, no day yours but
the present day; therefore, do not please and feed yourselves with
hopes of time to come; that you will repent, but not yet; and lay
hold on mercy, but not yet; and give yourselves up to the Lord
next week, next month, or next year; for that God Who .has
promised you mercy and favour upon the day of your return has
not promised to prolong your lives till that day comes.-Brooks.
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THE CROSS OF CHRIST.
" But God tMbid that I should gwry, save in the oross ot our Lord
Jesus Christ, by whom the wMld is Mucified unto me, and I ttnto
the wMld."-GAL. vi. 14.

THE Scripture expression, "the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,"
stands, by a literary figure, for the Sacrifice which He offered on the
cross. This figure of speech is known as metonymy, and is one
largely used in the Oriental language of the written Word. The
material cross on wbich Jesus died is not that in which the Apostle
Paul gloried, any more than he did in the crown of thorus with
which the Redeemer's blessed head was crowned, or in the spear
that pierced His sacred side. The material Roman gibbet to which
the living body of the Divine Victim was affixed was merely the
passive iustrument of His physical sufferings, whereas the" iron"
which entered" His soul" was the unutterable anguish emanating
from the curse-an infinite sellSe of being forsaken by His God and
Father. The extreme penalty of sin-the second death-was His
as the Bearer of His Church's imputed guilt. The" cross" of
Christ was immeasurably more inward than external in its agony,
as He prophetically declared by the Psalmist-" My heart is like
wax; it is melted in the midst of My bowels" (Ps. xxii. 14). The
wrath of. offended justice was poured out upon Him as the allsufficient Victim and Substitute. Being in Person infinite, He was
able to endure that holy wrath in infinite degree, whereas, if He had
been only a finite creature, wrath infinite in duration had been the
penalty of the sin imputed to Him. Christ offered Himself. He
was both the Offerer and the Offered-the Priest and the Lamb.
His words on this important subject are these: "Therefore doth
My Father love Me, because I lay down My life, that I might take it
again. No man taketh it fr.om Me, but I lay it down of Myself.
I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again.
This commandment have I received of My Father." His death and
His resurrection were both acts of His own will. The shedding)f
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His atoning blood was purely voluntary, and was the fruit of the
love wherewith He loved those whom the Father had given into
His hands to be saved from their sins. This was " the cross "'in
which the Apostle Paul-as a grace-called sinner-spiritually
boasted. And this is " the cross" in which all other Spirit-quickened
sinners likewise glory.
The revealed doctrine of Divine Substitution will be the song of
the redeemed in the heaven of heavens throughout eternal ages,
the burden of which the Holy Spirit has told us in the Word will
be: "Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood,
out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; and
hast made us unto our God kings and priests." The most advanced
of God's people on earth know but in part the heights and depths
of this stupendous truth of Vicarious Expiation. But what Christ
did for us on the cross and we know not now we shall fully know
hereafter. As Robert McCheyne long since graciously sang :" When this passing world is done,
When has sunk yon glaring sun,
When we stand with Christ in glory,
Looking o'er life's finished story,
Then, Lord, shall I fully know,Not till then-how much I owe.
" When I hear the wicked call
On the rocks and hills to fall ;
When I see them start and shrink
On the fiery deluge brink ;
Then, Lord, shall I fully know,Not till then-how much I owe.
" When I stand before the throne,
Dressed in beauty not my own;
When I see Thee as Thou art,
Love Thee with unsinning heart;
Then, Lord, shall I fully know,Not till then-how much I owe.
" When the praise of heaven I hear,
Loud as thunders to the ear,
Loud as many waters' noise,
Sweet as harp's melodious voice;
Then, Lord, shall I fully know,Not till then-how much I owe."
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So long as the believer tarries on earth he is constantly learning
something of his indebtedness to free and sovereign grace, yet,
alas! how imperfectly at the most! Never does his sin appear to
him more hateful than when he views it in the light of Gethsemane
and Golgotha. That the holy soul of Jesils should have been
brought into direct contact with the moral enormities of His people's
sins sometimes overwhelms the hearts of the children of God, and
causes them to loathe themselves beyond all words.

•

" Alas! and did my Saviour bleed 1
And did my' Sovereign die 1
Wonld He devote that sacred head
For such a worm as I 1
" Was it for crimes that I had done
He groaned upon the tree 1
Amazing pity! grace wrknown !
And love beyond degree!
" Well might the sun iu darkness hide,
And shut his glories in,
When He, the mighty Maker, died
For man, the creature's sin.
" Thus might I hide my blushing face,
While His dear cross appears,
Dissolve my heart in thankfulness,
And melt my eyes to tears."

How unspeakably blessed is the Gospel truth to tender consciences that Jesus, the ever-living Mediator of the Covenant of
grace, is " able to save to the uttermost" those who come unto God
by Him! The throne on which the ascended Saviour sits is called
"The Mercy-Seat." There the precious blood--{)nce sprinkledspeaks peace, perfect peace. Who can condemn when infinite
justice is satisfied? "Who shall lay anything to the charge of
God's elect 1" Who 1 "This is a faithful saying, and worthy of
all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners!" "Whom God hath set forth, a propitiation, through
faith in His blood." This is the true doctrine of the cross of Christ,
and it is an "offence" to the mind of the natural man. To him it
is "foolishness." It can be received by faith only, for which the
Word of God is the sole warrant. But gracious faith does receive
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it, digest and assimilate it. Salvation by bare grace is a welcome
message to souls ready to perish under a sense of the exceeding sinfulness of sin. The weary and heavy-laden close with the terms of
Divine mercy with the readiness of those who" embrace the rock
for want of a shelter." Ail Joseph Hart has well sung j " Mercy is welcome news indeed
To those that guilty stand;
Wretches that feel what help they need
Will bless the helping hand.
" We all have sinned against our God;
Exception none can boast;
But he who feels the heaviest load
Will prize forgiveness most.
" No reckoning can we rightly keep,
For who the sums can know?
Some souls are fifty pieces deep,
And some five hundred owe.
" But let our debts be what they may,
However grel).t or small,
As soon as we have nought to pay,
Our Lord forgives us all !
" 'Tis perfect poverty alone
That sets the soul at large;
While we can call one mite our own
We have no full discharge! "
•

Such is the way to God! This was the way in which Saul of
Tarsus learned by grace to glory. It is the old way, the one way.
For, "Christ crucified" is justice magnified, God glorified, and the
believing sinner satisfied. Oh for abounding grace to exalt the
Name, the Person, and the love of our adorable Redeemer! May
the contemplation of His finished work on the cross daily fill our
souls with gratitude and our lips with praise!
" 0 Christ, what burdens bowed Thy head!
Our load was laid on Thee;
Thou stoodest in the sinner's stead,
Bearing all ill for me :
A victim led, Thy blood was shed;
Now there's no load for me.
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" Death and the curse were in our cupo Christ, 'twas full for Thee!
But Thou hast drained the last dark drop,'Tis empty now for me !
That bitter cup-Love drank it up ;
Now blessing's draught for me.
" The Father lifted up His rodo Christ, it fell on Thee!
Thou wast sore stricken of Thy God ;
There's not one stroke for me.
Thy tears, Thy blood, beneath it flowed;
Thy bruisiug healeth me.
" The tempest's awful voice was heard,o Christ, it broke on Thee!
Thy open bosom was my ward,
It braved the storm for me.
Thy form was scarred-Thy visage marred;
Now cloudless peace for me.
" A flame was kindled in God's ire,o Christ, it burned on Thee!
It was a hot consuming fire,
Ev'n in the fair green tree;
There did that fire feed and expire;
Now it is quenched for me.
"Jehovah bade His sword awake,o Christ, it woke'gainst Thee!
Thy blood the flaming blade must slake;
Thy heart its sheath must be,All for my sake, my peace to make;
Now sleeps that sword for me.
" The Holy One did hide His faceo Christ, 'twas hid from Thee!
Dumb darkness wrapt Thy soul a space,The darkness due to me.
But now that face of radiant grace
Shines forth in light on me.
" For me, Lord Jesus, Thou hast died,
And I have died in Thee;
Thou art risen; my bands are all untied;
And now Thou liv'st in me.
When purified, made white, and tried,
Thy glory then for me ! "

Clilton.

J. O.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him:
rooted and built up in Him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have
been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving."-CoL. ii. 6, 7.
OUR minds were recently directed to the subject of sowing: the
sower, the herald of the Gospel; the labour of the ox treading out the
corn; the casting of the bread upon the waters; the morning and
evening sowing of the seed of the everlasting Word. That side largely
concerned the ministry-him who serves. Now our present text
touches more closely the subjective side-him who receives, who hears,
and into whose heart, as good and prepared soil, the words of eternal
life bave fallen and sprung up. "As ye have therefore received Christ
Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him." The word is inferential here.
Since ye have received is the force-not so much comparative as
confirmative-and it follows the rule of grace where faith is in lively
exercise. Since ye have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so (as ye live
and hold Divine fellowship in Him) shall ye walk in Him. Here is
life and progress! A going on, a growing, an attainment, a reaching
after! Life is there, or receiving could not follow. Life is given ere
the once dead in trespasses and sins are called upon to hear and live.
And what follows! Growth, fruitfulness, expansion, a breathing
after, or, as here implied, a walking. The Apostle elsewhere desires
for his Ephesian brethren that they may grow up into Him, Christ
Jesus their living Head, "being rooted and grounded in love," that
a wider comprehension and an ever-increasing knowledge of Christ
Jesus their Lord might follow. Now let us see by our text what we
received at our first resurrection of life from spiritual death-even
" Christ Jesus the Lord"; and next what we are enjoined upon.in
this receiving, " So walk ye in Him."
The Epistle of Paul to his brethren at Colosse is full of desires for
them. Truly the Word among them was very fruitful,· and so the
Apostle desires more fruit from Him Who rejoices to bestow His
graces liberally. "We give thanks to God and the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, since we heard of your faith
in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all saints, for the
hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before in
the Word of the truth of the Gospel; which is come unto you, as it is
in all the world; and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also in you, sinee
the day ye heard of it, and knew the grace of God in truth: as ye also
learned of Epaphras our dear fellow-servant, who is for you a faithful
minister of Christ; who also declared unto us your love in the Spirit.
For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease
to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge
of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; that ye might
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walk worthy of the Lord unto all plea~ing, being fruitful in every good
work, and increasing in the knowledge of God; strengthened with
all might, according to His glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness; giving thanks unto the Father, which
hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in
light."
What a compass of desires! .How grace was magnified in these
Colossian brethren, and their God being our God also, dear readers,
let us seek likewise the rich outpouring of blessing which was theirs,
and live, not as paupers, but princes; not as beggars, but inheritors
of a throne of glory; not as grovelling worms, but as " Israel, a prince
that hath power with God and hath prevailed."
We attend the means of grace, and if deprived of that His children have
the God of the means. Anyhow, we have been built up and edified,
and Jesus has been presented to our view as the Chiefest among ten
thousand and the Altogether Lovely One, the Beloved of our souls.
And wherefore all this grace bestowed and blessing realized 1 Shall
we not answer in the language of the Apostle Paul, " Wherefore glorify
God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's" 1
We live henceforth not unto ourselves, but unto Him Who died for
us and rose again, no longer our own, being bought with such a price!
In the language of one of our sweet singers :" What has He taught us, what should be
The fruit of intercourse so blest,
Oh, should not all around us see
His image on our souls imprest 1
" Within this ivory palace fair
We entered, a much-favoured train,
Myrrh, aloes, cassia filled the air,
Our garments should the scent retain! "
Alas! how more frequently than not do we have cause to complain
that our house is not so with God! Our hearts are cold and treacherous ;
the flesh betrays; wandering thoughts whilst on our knees distress
and shame us; love is waning; a spirit of worldliness enters, and we
cry out in our distress at the loss of our first love :" Where is the blessedness I knew
When first I sought the Lord 1 "
Yes, our garments should the scent of that sweet myrrh, aloes, and
cassia retain! but they are too soon contaminated and travel-stained,
way-bespattered! Ah! but our Lord, Whose is that perfect knowledge
of His weak and erring children, is superior to all this! His strength
is made equal to our day, and He enters in and dethrones Satan, drives
the Canaanite out of the land, "little by little" subdues our enemies
and brings victory to us over and over again through the efficacy of the
precious blood. Then once more is our soul made "like the chariots
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of Amminadib" and" a bundle of myrrh is my well-beloved unto
me." Yea," My beloved is unto me as a cluster of camphire in the
vineyards of Engedi," that is; by the Hebrew rendering, a man made
up of all kinds of redemption. So He redeems us at first, He redeems
us at last, and He redeems us a thousand times over in our lives, and
we live to prove how, through all our life, there is a saving from sin,
a running- redemption, a constant re-application of the blood of
sprinkling, and how" He ever liveth to make intercession for us,"
a great High Priest ·upon His throne, watching over the work of His
own hands.
How blessed it is to see the bud of grace developing, the ardent,
zealous love in the heart of a dear babe in Christ! A dear young
believer, whose letter came to hand during the last days of 1906, writes,
" How the time is going on! and if spared we shall soon be entering
"upon another year. It solemnizes one to think of it and to remember
"how we have been preserved up to now. I wonder what the new
"Mary-Ie-Port motto will be, but it could scarcely be more precious
"than the prayer contained in the one for this year*, and we can"testify to times when that prayer has been truly and blessedly
"realized. I could truly affirm that it was so with me a few Sundays
"back, when I was on responsible duty afternoon and evening, and
"help was much needed. Ah! is it not when feeling utterly unable
" to cope with things, and knowing how we have no power of ourselves
" to help ourselves, is it not then we are driven to cry, 'Lord, under"take for me!' and 'When my heart is overwhelmed within me,
"lead me to the rock that is higher than!.' And all through that
" afternoon and evening -r can truly say that mighty help was afforded
" and the realization of His Presence given. I was very tired out at
" the end of the day, but what mattered, when I had beel). given such
" a sweet sense of God's love, for I felt indeed hidden under the shadow
"of His wings, and truly in the shadow of His wings did I rejoice.
" Jesus was precious to me, and I was privileged to see a little of His
" beauty, Who is the Chiefest among ten thousand, and the Altogether
"Lovely One. Ab! those glimpses of Him are cherished; albeit
"how fearful we are after all, for I soon began to wonder and fear
"lest by the morning my Beloved should have withdrawn Himself
" and I should not be able to find Him. But He was better to me
"than all my fears, and His tokens of favour and restraining grace
" were favoured throughout the week."
Ah! dear young seeker after Jesus, there was rich growth there,
and a settling, deepening, rooting out of sight of thy sapling tree, which
will, in taking root downwards, bear fruit upwards, and strengthen
thy faith against coming storms. Not that we can live upon past
privileges and manifestations. Oh no! but as we say" Each sweet
Ebenezer I have in review confirms His good pleasure to help me quite
through," and" By these things men-live, and in all these things is the
• Psalm xvii. 8.
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life of my spirit," and each storm, if it but shake us the more out of all
confidence in ourselves and fix our hope the more firmly upon the Rock
of Ages, we see His work perfecting that which concerneth His children.
How sweet such a love-visit as that described above! that makes
His beauty so entrancing, His love so sweet, His Person so endeared
to the soul! That we fear like this dear little one of the flock lest He
withdraw Himself; all too fleeting and transient are these happy
seasons to our souls. Yet we find, as surely as He is gone, or rather, we
for a time lose our apprehension of Him, we have been consciously
helped and blessed and strengthened, and faith sings under the cloud
of His withdrawal, "Did Jesus once upon me shine 1 Then Jesus is
for ever mine." So the soul looks again for His appearing, and is in
tro~ble and unrest until the morning, when the sunrise of the soul
agam appears.
" As ye have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him."
This is truly our secret desire and our secret sorrow, too, that we do
not walk so as to please Him. Too often our steps are at variance
with His, our minds not at one with the mind of Jesus, our lives not
in blessed conformity to His! We do not as we would because of the
evil present with us. We do not adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour
in all things, nor can it always be observed of us, "Thou art also one
of His disciples, for thy speech bewrayeth thee." Oh how often we sorrow
because our heart" is not so with God." Would that it were; would
that I were a Caleb or a Joshua, wholly following the Lord, bemoans
my heart ofttimes when I see no likeness to my adorable Lord! But
my comfort is that there is life in these secret desires, and in these
wishes so weak is the breath of Divine inspiration; and since in life
there is not a' standing still, even when our growth is least perceptible
there is a going on, and ofttimes more mature when downward in
humility, out of self, unseen, and then upward into Christ, seen up
yonder, where they cease not day nor night, saying" Worthy is the
Lamb that was slain to redeem us unto God."
Yes, the Holy Spirit's work upon the hearts of the redeemed children
of God is such, that they are "rooted and built up in Him, and
stablished in the faith as ye have been taught, abounding therein
with thanksgiving." What a cluster of precious fruit! The work
and evidences of grace-implanted faith! and all effectual through
the Spirit that worketh in us mightily! Brethren, let us not seem
to come short of any of the good promises of our God. May we look
well to our calling. "Ye see your calling, beloved"! The inference
is, since ye see it and know it by happy experience, may it be seen in
you by those around to the praise and glory of His grace which has
made you" accepted in the beloved." May the Word abide in holy,
happy, God-glorifying constraint. "As ye have received Christ Jesus
the Lord, so walk ye in Him." Beloved reader! let us see that the
exhortation of our text marks us off, separates us, dignifies us by the
all-differing mark of grace, and keeps us as strangers and pilgrims to
the world and its ways; and with a daily increasing knowledge of
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Jesus, Who has called us unto Himself, that we may walk as pleaseth
· ,.
H un
" Transform oo! Let 00 bear
Thine image everywhere,
Thy living witnesses, 0 Living Word!
We would in Thee abide,
In Thee be glorified,
And shine as candles lighted by the Lord."

R.
"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY 1 '

" Let my Beloved come into His garden, and eat His pleasant fruit."SONG OF SOLOMON

iv. 16.

"I AM come into My garden, My sister, My spouse: I have gathered
My myrrh with My spice; I have eaten My honeycomb with My honey;
I have drunk My wine with My milk: eat, 0 friends: drink, yea, drink
abundantly, 0 beloved." We never invite our beloved Lord and
Master to do anything but He always forestalls us.
" N'o sinner ca.n be beforeha.nd with Thee;
Thy grace is preventing, almighty, a.nd free."

No sooner did the Bride invite the Bridegroom to come into His garden
than He replies, "I am come into My garden." We do not find He
refused any invitation that was given Him when upon earth, even to
dine with a Pharisee, who, we believe, was pardoned as much as the
woman who kissed His feet (Luke vii. 37,38). "And, behold, a woman
in the city, which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at meat
in the Pharisee's hoooe, brought an alabaster box of ointment, and
stood at His feet behind Him weeping, and began to wash His feet
with tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kissed
His feet and anointed them with the ointment." The fifty pence
debtor was as much forgiven as the five hundred pence debtor.
"When they had nothing to pay, He frankly forgave them both."
We find later on Simon sitting at the table with our Lord. Then the
same woman, Mary of Bethany, anointed His feet for the burial.
"My sister." "He is not ashamed to call them brethren." "I
ascend to My Father and your Father." " My sister." He acknowledges the closest intimacy of family ties. "He that doeth the will of
My Father which is in heaven, the same is My brother and sister."
" This is the Brother born for adversity," "Whose goodly raiment"
we wear when we go into our Father to obtain His blessing. "Thoo
hath the Lord God showed unto me" (Amos vii. 1). "He discerned
him not," becaooe his hands were hairy, as his brother Esau's hands:
they were covered with the skin of atonement.
When I approach to God (it is He instead of me is seen), nothing
could condone the lie, that must have its chastisement; but our God moot
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foil the devil and fight him with His own weapons, and bring good
out of evil, according to the sovereignty of grace.
The Lord J ehovah must have the best robe of His dear Son kept
prominently before the eyes of the Old Testament believers, as the
atoning sacrifice was mapped out before the eyes of Abraham on
Mount Moriah. As the Father giveth up His well-beloved Son, so
Isaac had delineated before him the substitution and the glorious
righteousness of God, which is, by faith in Christ, imputed" unto all
and upon all who believe." So Jacob was taught the work of the
Holy Spirit at Penuel, where the strength was put into him to wrestle
with the God-man and he came off as the prevailing Israel. " He
hath not beheld iniquity in J acob, neither hath He seen perverseness
in Israel." The Lord overlooks the sin and passes by the transgression
of Jacob, who must have the blessing at all costs instead of Esau, who
despised his birthright and esteemed more a mess of pottage. It is
plain that the Lord was not angry with Jacob, because of the vision of
the ladder at Bethel. "My sister and My spouse." The owner of the
garden uses the most endearing relationship on earth, the marriage
bond, the union of two hearts in one in the most indissoluble tie.
She could not be sister and spouse at the same time, except as Sarah,
who was Abraham's sister, the daughter of his father, but not of his
mother (James i. 18; 2 Cor. vi. 18). There is nothing trivial in the
Word of God. Sarah foreshadowed the Bride of Christ, who was
begotten of His Father, but not of His (human) mother.
"I have gathered My myrrh with My spice." Notice that the
owner of the garden claims all the plants as His own. "The planting
of the Lord, that He might be glorified." My myrrh ,vith My spice,
i.e., repentance and faith. "He is exalted a Prince and a Saviour,
to give repentance unto Israel and remission of sins." Spice represents
faith, which is more fragrant to the Lord. "That the trial of your
faith, being much more precious than gold that perisheth, though it be
tried with fire, might be found unto praise, and honour, and glory, at
the appearing of Jesus Christ." The spice is specially cinnamon, which,
when exposed to the heat of the fire or sun, gives out a sweet odour
pleasant to the senses.
. It ·is the Lord Who is commending the graces of the Spirit. He gives
them first to the believer, and then commends them for their sweet
scent. "My myrrh and My spice." It is nothing of us. "I have
eaten My honeycomb with My honey." The writer can never forget
the Rev. J. W. Gowring on the work of the Word (James i. 25), "The
Lord .will have as great delight in the busy bee who meditates on the
Word of God as the hungry man has in eating the honey and the
honeycomb." "I have drunk My wine with My milk." "The
juices of the living vine were present to fill that cup." The Lord
has drunk the cup of sorrow for us. "The cup which My Father
giveth Me, shall I not drink it 1" He drank the cup of sorrow to the
very dregs for us, for our sins and for our salvation·; that is the wine
which cheereth God and man.
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" He shall see of the travail of His soul and shall be satisfied," as they
are not who 'are drunk with wine. "Thy love is better than wine."
This is the wine that maketh glad the heart of man, of which we are
invited to drink abundantly, 0 beloved. The milk is the Word of God.
which the Heavenly Bridegroom, the owner of the garden, calls
" My milk." He was nourished up in the words of His Father. He
was that Son who gave heed to His father's words, as it says in the
Book of Proverbs, "My son, if thou wilt receive My words and hide
My commandments within thee." That is the wine and milk which we
are invited to buy" without money and without price," wherewith
our Head was nourished first, and He desires us to drink abundantly,
oh beloved.
There is no sin in our Master's senice. We are welcome to the feast
of fat things full of marrow. "Henceforth I call you not servants ;
for the servant knoweth not what His Lord doeth: but I have called
you friends: for all things that I have heard of My Father I have
made known unto you" (John xv. 15). "The Lord has dealt
bountifully with me." "Thou that dwellest in the gardens, the
companions, hearken to Thy voice: cause me to hear it."
MARY.
FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT.
By THE LATE MRS. HOBLYN.
" I DON'T feel any better in my body, and never shall-I am quite dead
all down this side. I did not feel my blindness so great a trial as this
paralytic stroke; it upset me terribly. But I have been comforted
to·day: the girl reads a chapter to me mornings, and she read to me
to-day about the sufferings of Christ. It was so blest to me, you can't
think: I felt so ashamed of th~ fuss I made about my own lot. Just
to think of God sending His own Son to bleed and die for a wretch like
me, it was so melting. it came with such power to my heart; I said,
'However can it be that Jesus went through all that for such a vile
thing as I feel I am! What wajj I when God called me, and what have
I been since I was called ! ' "
" How did God meet with you ! " was then asked.
" Ah, it was all of grace, that I am quite sure of," responded the old
woman with warmth. " I can speak up for grace anyhow: I was not
what you would call a wicked young woman, but I was frolicsome,
thoughtless, and never had an idea of God or religion. It never came
into my mind.. I married a gay young fellow, and we ran into all kinds
of folly. He earned a lot of money, but we spent it just as it came.
He was fond of the playhouse, and we used to go regular twice a week.
we did not mind expense where pleasure was concerned; we kept a
public-house, so we could afford it.
" One wet Sunday evening we were kept from our usual frolics, and
were sitting at home: I was reading the newspaper, and my husband
had a play-book, a kind of reading he was uncommon fond of; my
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brother-in-law dropped in to see us; he looked at us both and said,
'This is bad Sunday work; why don't one or other of you go to church 1 '
'Oh, I never go anywhere,' I said. 'But you must die some day,'
said he, 'and this is a bad way to meet death. It is like the brutes
that have got no souls.' He went on talking a good bit to us, till I
felt quite ashamed, and before he left I promised to go to his chapel
next Sunday.
" When the day came it was bright and fine. I kept thinking all
the week about Sunday and William's chapel, though I said nothing.
, Come along for a walk, 'tis a fine evening,' said my husband. 'No,'
said I, 'the promise I made to William I mean to keep. I must go to
chapel.' 'Oh, folly,' said he, 'don't think about that, let us enjoy
ourselves!' 'But I must go,' I said, 'for Bill will say I'm a liar.'
, And never mind if he does,' said my husband, 'who cares for that 1
I'm sure I shouldn't.' But I did, for I was determined to go, just out
of obstinacy like, for I had no more thought about my soul than a beast.
So off I started. To the service and text I gave no heed whatever;
I was looking about at the people, when all of a sudden some words the
preacher said about sin, struck me in a way I cannot describe; the
sermon seemed all about me. Oh, the change that took place in my
feelings from that day! It is forty years and more since God alarmed
me under that sermon, when I was sunk in ignorance and sin. Then
trouble came: our days of pleasure and extravagance ended in poverty;
my poor husband died in the Union; I lost my sight; then followed
the stroke that has made me helpless ever since; but the Lord gave
me Himself,. at times He makes me happy in His love, and at times I
feel low and troubled, but grace called me, and grace has kept me,
and I'm sure the Lord deserves the glory from first to last."
For some time before the Lord removed this poor saint home, she
was wholly confined to her bed, and suffered constant pain. Being
asked by the visitor how she felt, she exclaimed, "Oh, so lean, so poor,
so empty, so unlike what I wish to be!" "But what's the matter
now 1" She replied" Why, you see, I want more of Christ's company,
more of the comforts of God; I lie here and feel so dead, so dark, I am
just like a stone; not a bit of prayer, no feeling." "Well, but why
do you cry about it, if you have no feeling 1" "Because I can't help
it. I lie here hours alone, and quite helpless and quite blind, I have
time to turn over a few things; my years of sin, when God surrounded
me with mercies and I never gave Him a thought; then I think of
His grace that called me and woke me up to see my state; and all this
makes me cry to think how little I love Him for all He has done for me."
"Would you part with what you have, little as it is 1" "Oh, no, not
for the world, and all the gold in it." "How's that 1" "Well, I
suppose, it shows I have had a little taste of His grace, because if I
hadn't, I shouldn't value it at all; but it seems to come and go on ;
my religion is of that sort." "Where do you think your religion is 1 "
"Why, in Christ, nowhere else." "Then does Christ change 1 "
"Oh, no," she replied, "He don't; but I do, that's my great trouble."
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" But what becomes of your religion when you do change 1" "Well
now, I'll tell you," said the old woman with energy. "The only
ground of my comfort is God's Covenant; I mean God's plan of salvation before the world was. Now a good many people call here, and
they are all for something different to this-their own plan, I suppose.
But I stick to Scripture, 'Chosen in Christ before the foundation of
the world,' that you see is God's plan, and it has nothing to do with
our goodness nor our badness. God chose His people in Christ. Now
when I can see that, my heart gets soft, and I feel melted down at
God's wonderful love to a poor sinner like me, that He should plan out
my salvation, and part with His dear Son to save my soul. You see,
then, the great thing is to be in Christ, that's the point; not what I am
in myself, a poor, sinful, worthless old thing, lying here day by day, not
able to do anything but sin; for I fret and pine often, and am full of
evil, but that can't alter His plan; He loved me before the world
began. Now, why should I be so blest 1 Sometimes I feel if I had a
hundred lives I could lay them down for Him Who died for me; and
wh~tever people may say or think, I don't find any danger in going as
far back for my religion as this-be/ore the world began: it takes me off
myself; it puts my sins at such a distance, and it warms my heart with
such love and gratitude, you can't think. I seem able to pray and
praise, and every burden is light. 'Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and
forget not all His benefits.' "
It was not long before this poor old, sightless woman saw" the King
in His beauty," and" beheld the land" that was no longer very far
off.
The universal test of true faith is conjf:id. The secret lies in the
twofold nature of every heavenborn child of God. The old Adam
heart as evil as Satan, the new nature as holy as God (2 Peter i. 4), and
these two principles are to battle it out in the breast of a believer until
his last sigh (Rom. vii. 19). Then where shall wisdom be found, and
how shall the aboundings of sin be restrained 1 In and by Christ Jesus,
nowhere else. There is the believer's salvation, his righteousness, his
partial power over sin, and his final triumph over every foe. Washed
in Christ's blood, clothed in His righteousness, and taught by the
Spirit to feel the need of salvation, the believer stands complete in
Christ: neither his goodness nor his badness comes into the account;
he is accepted in the Beloved, and saved by grace. Believers detect
the cheat of so-called Progressive Sanctification by experience. What
grace-taught soul can take comfort from the thought that they are
growing holier 1 When age, weakness, and infirmities of body and mind
take the place of youthful vigour, intelligence, and zeal, what becomes
of the much-boasted tenet of Progressive Sanctification 1 But when
human powers fail Christ Jesus is " the same yesterday, to-day, and
for ever": saints secured by covenant mercy are "saved with an
everlasting salvation"; and when "flesh and heart fail, God is the
strength of their heart, and their portion for ever. For their righteousness is of Me, saith the Lord."
18
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THE MYSTERY AND MARROW OF THE BIBLE IN GOD'S
COYENANTS.-NO. IX.
By FRANCIS ROBERTS, M.A., A.D. 1657,-Edited by the Rev.
J. E. WALKER, M.A.
(Continued trmn page 216.)

OF the long period from Adam to Noah, our author says: "The
faithful fathers in the first age of the world lived upon the promise of
the Seed of the woman, and drew waters of consolation out of this well
of salvation, which golden promise preserved our first parents from
despair;" and he remarks how "this primitive promise," which
virtually contains all the fulfilments of the grace of God in the Death
and Resurrection, in the Person and Mediation of Jesus Christ, His
Eternal Son, was not settled upon Adam, as the Covenant of Works
had been. It was not even so much as directed to Adam, but only
given in a way of threatening to the Serpent. But it was settled upon
the woman's Seed, that is, upon Christ, and on them that are His by
election. Thus, though the Covenant of Works was made with Adam
directly and immediately, and in Adam's disobedience under that
Covenant all his posterity were made guilty, in this first promise of
the Covenant of Grace, then first revealed, the words are not given to
Adam, as a federal head of· all mankind, nor evell- directed immediately
to him at all. "For, before God came to pronounce sentence upon
Adam and Eve, while He was now dooming the Serpent, then He
published this excellent promise of Christ, the Mediator of the
Covenant of Grace, to the confusion of the Serpent, and thus this
promise is founded not upon the first Adam at all, but only upon the
last Adam, Jesus Christ, and in Him belongs only to His spiritual
posterity. So it distinguishes between two contrary seeds, the seed
of the Serpent and the Seed of the woman (Christ and His Church), and
prophecies of an hereditary enmity between them, and it speaks of
destruction to the Serpent's seed, of victory, life, and restitution to the
spiritual seed of Christ," who only-however all to whom this
Covenant promise is published may hear it in its outward adminis·
tration-are under its inward and effectual grace and consolation.
Of the sentence pronounced upon the transgressors under the
Covenant of Works, our author has said that this was to convince
them of the sinfulness of that transgression, and to display more
eminently, and by contrast, the glory and sweetness of the first
promise of the Covenant of Grace, revealing the recovery from sin and
misery and doom of death in Jesus Christ, the Mediator and Redeemer.
Of their banishment and exile from the garden, he rightly determines
that this was not because the taking of the Tree of Life should have
made them to live for ever, for, "that Covenant of Works being
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irreparably broken, the sacramental signs and tokens were of no value
or influence; but that God might thus warn them not to deceive
themselves with vain hopes of life from that Covenant, or from the
external use of its tokens and sacraments. They must wholly look,
through grace, to the promise and Covenant of Faith in Christ, the
Seed of the woman."
Sacrifice was then instituted, for Abel could not have afterward
offered any sacrifice by faith without this Divine appointment and
institution, nor would the Lord have had respect to the Iamb of Abel,
had sacrifice been of human invention. Indeed, in this lies the infinite
distinction between Abel's oblation and Cain's offering: the one a
type of the Victim of Golgotha, and the other of will-worship. This
distinction might be intensified by a mystical interpretation if the
traditional gloss in the Targum of Palestine could be revived. * "Cain
brought the seed of coUon, an oblation of first things before the Lord,"
not the Iamb, with its white fleece and with its blood poured forth in
token of life, the precious life of the one Divine Lamb, required and
given, but the self-woven rags of human righteousness. Our author
finds a fourfold intention in the Divine institution of sacrifice: for the
convincing of sin and misery, for in these sacrifices there was a remembrance of the sin that needed such sacrifices, constantly renewed until
the ·great sacrifice should be offered, every sacrifice being an implied
arraignment and condemnation of the sinner: to teach by type and
shadow the only remedy for sin in the mystery of the death of Christ,
the Divine Anti-type: to ratify the first promise, as it were sacramentally, in the Blood of the Lamb, Who should be slain and offered at
Golgotha (Rev. xiii. 8): and for a visible ordinance of Divine worship.
Thus the same Christ, Who is "the same yesterday, to-day, and for
ever" (Heb. xiii. 8), was under the Old Testament represented as
promised, under the New Testament as personally revealed, and all
His promised grace and mercy performed. Under the Old Testament
He was only seen darkly and typically, under the New clearly and
fully, yet in both for salvation to the election of God with a true
sufficiency." "Before the Fall the promise of life was mutably
founded upon man's mutable obedience (our author says again upon
the whole subject of the Covenant of Works and the Covenant of Grace
and Faith), but since the Fall the promise of the recovery of our sinful
souls is founded upon Christ and His immutable merit. That, upon
man's finite righteousness: this, upon Christ's infinite righteousness.
How sweet is the Gospel beyond the Law of Works. How precious the
Covenant of Faith! How glorious the grace of God as in Christ not
ouly a Creator but a Redeemer! "
We now come to the second of the six several administrations of
the Covenant of Grace as the Covenant of Promise, the sevenfold
perfectness of which was attained under "the Better Covenant" of
* Yet this Targum, it is confessed, contains much that is fanta.stic in the
extreme, and even profane.
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performance in the coming of Jesus Immanuel, "God manifest in the
flesh." This is the Covenant with Noah. "With thee," it is written
in Gen. vi. 18, " will I establish my Covenant," and again in Gen. ix. 9,
" And I, behold, I establish my Covenant with you, and with your
seed after you, and with every living creature that is with you." This
is the first place where the word" Covenant" is actually used in Holy
Scripture, and the use is emphasized by its double occurrence, before
the Flood and again immediately after. The Hebrew phrase is also
of consequence, "I will establish," literally" to raise up " and so " to
confirm" or " make valid." But, it has been enquired, how can God
establish a Covenant which has not yet been made? The learned
Rivet replies: "When the Covenant is entered into it is established."
It may be possible to give an even preferable explanation. When
God establishes His Covenant of Grace in any of its administrations,
it is presupposed that the Covenant itself has had an eternal existence
in the purposes of the Divine love. It is, therefore, of its revelation,
and that revelation not of man's merit, nor even of his desiring, but
only of grace, that this establishing is intended. The Covenant is
contingent upon no cousent of Noah, or Abraham, or any other of those
to whom by God's grace and everlasting favour His Covenant has been
revealed and· made effectual. So this Covenant, or dispensation of
the Covenant, was given (says our author) not mediately by angel or
any other creature to Noah, but" immediately by God's own lively
voice and of mere grace." It is always, however, to be under.stood
that in all these Covenant-administrations the mediation of Jesus
Christ, our Lord, "the Angel or Messenger of the Covenant" was
necessary.
Noah, so honoured by God, was the son of Lamech, the tenth in
descent from Adam.
His name signified "rest," "a prophetical denomination of one
who was to be a type of Christ," Who only can give the true rest (see also
Gen. viii. 21). Some have even supposed that in the name there may
have been a hope of the promised "Seed of the woman." For his
personal holiness Noah was so eminent that God Himself gives him
commendation. This. testimony was appealed to by Iremeus in
evidence that man might be justified without the Levitical law. *
Noah " found grace in the eyes of the Lord." It has been sweetly
observed that" the name Noah, and the Hebrew word Grace, have
the same letters in an inverted order." Grace is His, by Whom rest is
given. From the love of God, in and by the Covenant of Grace and
Faith, grace has been" poured into His lips," Who is the ·Mediator
of the New Covenant, and so grace and truth have come by Jesus Christ.
"Now the matters immediately covenanted between the Lord God
and Noah were, on God's part, the preservation of Noah and all with
him in the ark, the continual preservation also after the Flood of the
world from a deluge of waters: upon Noah's part there were required
.. Iren. iv. 16.

The Gospel Magazine .

271

. faith, to believe God, "warning him of things not seen as yet," that
at the end of I:!O years, notwithstanding the old world should be'
destroyed, he, his family, and a seed of living creatures, should be
preserved for replenishing the world anew. This is ascribed to faitb
(Heb. xi. 7). Obedience was also required of Noah in the' procuring
of the ark for the saving of his house'; in the.providing and laying up
food for himself and all with him for the space of a whole year; in the
entering into the ark at God's co=andment; and in the preaching
and continuing in righteousness in the midst of the scorn and contempt
of an ungodly race, until the deluge."
The occasion of God's establishing His Covenant at the first with
Noah was the extreme wickedness of the world, in which equity and
righteousness had been overthrown by violence, sin, and oppression.
The godly families seem to have made sinful alliances with the accursed
race of Cain * (Gen. vi. 2). Sobriety and temperance had been overthrown, and by these disordered marriages the whole earth had become
corrupted (Luke xvii. 27).
The end and intention of God in establishing His Covenant with
Noah was fourfold. He thus signified to Noah His peculiar love,
grace, and mercy, and that familiarity in a Covenant-way. He thus
encouraged him in the difficult and dangerous making of the ark amid
the sneers and persecutions of a whole world of rebel-sinners. He
thus also instructed Noah and his family, in whom the new world
should be begun, in the mystery of the Covenantof Faith, touching the
salvation of God's elect family by the true Noah, Jesus Christ, and
in the true Ark. And this, that in after ages all may see that" God
knoweth how to deliver the righteous, but how to reserve the ungodly
to judgment and everlasting death_"
The author concludes this portion of his work, reserving the further
consideration of the character and of the signs and seals-especially
the bow in the cloud-of the Noahic Covenant (as we must also reserve
them for another paper) with the words: "God's Covenant is His
people's evidence of and security for their salvation. By the fall of
Adam we have forfeited all blessing, spiritual and temporal. Without
a new Covenant-the Covenant of Works being absolutely brokeu
and altogether annulled-we remain outlawed from all hope and mercy.
Now God by the Covenant of Grace and Faith gives to His own Christ
(Is. Iv. 3, 4), and in Christ all things (1 Cor. iii. 21, 23). Noah himself
had no security till God secured him by Covenant. Nor have Noah's
posterity any security from a second deluge but by God's second
Covenant with him (Gen. viii. 20-22; and ix. 8-18). Nay, without
God's Covenant what security have fallen sinners of spiritual
recovery and eternal salvation? God's Covenant with and in Christ
is, then, the great Charter, made from everlasting (Ps. crn. 17), and
sealed with the precious blood of salvation.
(To be eontimwd.)
* Of. the late Bishop Wordswodh's Commentary on Genesis vi. 2.
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WHAT a high and glorious ordination is that of the great and blessed
Jehovah: "Ye have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you, and
ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your
fruit should remain," an ordination that has witnessed in every
generation of the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus that these were
saved and called with a holy calling, not according to their works
but according to God's purpose and grace which was given them in
Christ Jesus before the world began.
Nor should it be forgotten that the same Jehovah is He that hath
appointed the bounds of their habitstion and the place and places of
their earthly abode. I incline to believe that whether we view the
Scripture, "Rejoicing in the habitable part of his earth and lily
delights were with the sons of men" (Prov. viii. 31), as referring to those
places on earth where they lived a life of faith on the Son of God, or
with reference to their individual persons, as they are said to be a
habitation of God through the Spirit; it will equally hold good of both.
As Geneva is the place associated with the labours in word and doctrine
of the great Calvin, Edinburgh of John Knox, so Broadhembury,
Devon, in England, those of Toplady. And for my part I cannot but
think that the quiet, peaceful, pastoral and rural beauties of the last
named add no inconsiderable charm to the scene of Mr. Toplady's
labours in the Gospel of the true grace of God wherein alone the
Church of God stands.
CULLOMPTON.

We pass this place quickly in the express train from Bristol to Exeter,
but the sight of it vividly recalls his sermon preached in the parish
church of that town, viz., "Clerical Subscription no Grievance: or, the
Doctrines of the Church of England proved to be the Doctrines of
Christ," a sermon fraught with the masculine vigour of the man of
God, and to those of his ministerial brethren then present blest with
a like precious faith as the preacher, it must have been a rare treat.
Having enumerated the doctrines of the Everlasting Gospel, "Such,"
says he, "are the inestimable truths which the disciples of Arius,
Arminius, and Socinus are labouring to wrest from our' hands.
How must infidels, on one side, and Papists on the other, exult
to see any part (though, blessed be God, it is a very small part
indeed) of the established Clergy, laying the train, and holding the
match, to blow up that very Church of which God and man have
conspired to make them the nominal guardians! Adverting to
such false brethren, may she not too justly complain: 'He that
eateth My bread layeth great wait for Me, and hath lifted up his
heel against Me! Yea, the hand of him that betrayeth Me is with
Me on the table! ' "
Ab! dear servant of the Most High, you said. on May 12th, 1772,
it is a small part of the esmblished Clergy that were then labouring to
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wrest these inestimable truths from the people of England. What,
oh what, would you have to say of the number of them that are doing
it to-day in 1907 1
BUDLEIGH SALTERTON.

We slacked not until we reached this seaside resort, which for a few
days we made our headquarters, as from it we could in one day visit
Fen Ottery and Harpford, and on another day visit both Broadhembury and Honiton. Of this place we find Mr. Toplady record;Tuesday 5th.-" Staying at Atherton last night, I took an airing this
morning, with Mr. Duke in his coach, to Budleigh, Knowle, Tidwell,
and. Salterton, and the Lord enabled me at times to hold comfortable
communion with Himself by the way." The Budleigh he mentions
would probably be East Budleigh, and the Salterton (now) BudleighSalterton.
FEN OTTERY.

To easily reach this place we took train to Tipton St. John, from which
station it is not much more than one mile. And what a little place,
and yet as the mountains are ronnd about Jerusalem so the Lord is
with him and about him, as he records: "On my way home to Fen
Ottery, especially as I was riding over Tipton Bridge, my soul was
in a very comfortable frame. Oh, the unutterable sweetness of
sensible interest in God's election, the Covenant of Grace, and
the righteousness of Christ! I trust I can say they are all mine."
Again says the dear man; "In the evening returned to Fen Ottery,
where I read with great comfort and joy in the Holy Ghost Mr.
Hervey's sermon on 'The Way of Holiness.' In secret prayer, too,
before I went to bed, the channel of comfortable intercourse was
opened between God and my soul."
We got the church key, a large one, and opened the ponderous door
of the little place, for it appeared to us as if the door, the key, and
the old tower were the only remnants of Toplady's time. My
companion, finding the Bible open at the place Zechariah chapter 1,
verses 7-17, read the same slowly and distinctly, whilst the writer,
from his seat in the pew, added a reverend and hearty Amen!
We were indeed grieved to find that inside the church some trinkets
emblematic of the Popish religion had been set up-idolatry to be
abhorred of all Christian people-but we rejoiced in the testimony of
Holy Writ just read, that the time hastens apace when J ehovah's
great jealousy for Jerusalem and for Zion shall yet again break forth
and sweep away the trinkets of Rome and all the bodily exercise
attending these, which profiteth nothing, albeit it has now become
an universal substitute for godliness.
HARPFoRD.

We found our way round by Newton Poppleford to Harpford, and
finding the church door open we entered, and, so far as we could judge,
it had been altered also. "A worse church to speak in," says the good
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man, "than Harpford, I never knew; yet I am confident I was well
heard by all present, whose number I apprehend was at least 700,
which, I dare believe, I should not have been, considering my hoarseness. to-day, had not my 80ul been particularly happy in the Lord."
Surely at least a large gallery must have been removed, otherwise how
the present church could accommodate 700 was not apparent. Ah,
those days of Gospel purity, Gospel power and glory, when accO!Jlmodation was a chief thing for the" doves flocking to their windows"
differ from the worship-places of to-day, where a few moles and bats
suffice to give some countenance to the pestilential vapours and dark
shadows of Rome.
My companion here also read aloud from the open book Daniel vii.
15-28, unto which also I added from my seat in the pew my " Amen! "
BROADHEMBURY.
On April 4th, 1907, we took train to Sidmouth Junction, and from
thence walked to Broadhembury. The day was fine, and we much
enjoyed the beautiful country walk. To my mind there was an
indescribable something exceeding grand as we drew near to the place.
One thing I visited, viz., a clear spring or fountain of water bursting
out in the middle of a green meadow. What a suitable, what a lovely
emblem to be here, to remind us of Toplady and of the Fountain that
supplied his pen with the living water Jesus Christ speaks of in John.
" He that believeth on Me, as the Scripture hath said, out of his belly
shall flow rivers of living water" (John vii. 38). Was it not so, in all
these precious Gospel hymns that flowed from a .heart exercised with
godliness through the channel of an elegant pen, whereby the bowels of
the saints have been refreshed by thee, brother ~ We found our way
into the church, whose then hallowed walls resounded with the" joyful
sound" given forth by the voice of Toplady. We read the memorial
tablet placed to his memory, albeit" the righteous are in everlasting
remembrance," and we were informed that many visitors come from
London and other places to see the church of Toplady and read the
tablet.
The present Vicar's wife very kindly informed us that in the main
the dear old place is not much different from what it was 130 years
ago. We were invited into the cottage of an old man ninety-five years
of age, whose daughter assured us he would be pleased to have a Bibleportion read to him.
I read to him aloud and slowly, Genesis xvii., and spoke in prayer,
finding the exercise a good finish to my ramble, after which we
proceeded on our way via Honiton and down the Otter valley to our
terminus at Budleigh Salterton.
Birkenhead.
G. A.
THE Lord~s people have many troubles to pass through which are
not told at every corner of the street.-Tiptaft.
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SACRIFICE.
BISHOP W ALDEGRAVE, D.D.

" Walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and harh given Himself for
us an offering and a sacrifi£e to God for a sweet·smeUing savour."EPH. v.2.
A WORD may be familiar to the lips which is nevertheless not familiar
to the understanding.
This is especially the case with the vocabulary of Holy Scripture.
Not a few examples might be quoted: justification-sanctification
-faith-for instance. These are words frequently pronounced; but
are they therefore certainly and universally understood 1
I take the first two of these terms-justification and sanctification.
The things signified are joined together in the bonds of an indissoluble
matrimony; and those whom God hath joined together, let not man
put asunder. But is it always fully known that they are nevertheless
distinguished, each from the other, by the demarcation of many and
essential differences 1 That justification is, if I may so speak, "ab
extra," sanctificatIon, "ab intra"? Justification, the gracious act
of God the Father, by which He pronounces the believer righteous by
virtue of the meritorious obedience of his Redeemer 1 Sanctification,
the no less gracious operation of God the Holy Ghost, by which He
forms Christ, in all the comeliness of His image, within that believer's
bosom 1 Justification perfect from the first; sanctification always
progressive 1 Justification, in its completeness, the starting'point;
sanctification, in its fulness, the goal of the Christian course 1
And so, the faith, by which alone the sinner can apprehend Christ,
either for justification or for sanctification, is it always recognized
as being nothing more, nothing less, than a simple, a loving trust in
the word of Him that cannot lie 1 "Nothing more,"-so that no
super-addition of prayers, and sacraments, and works, is necessary
to its saving efficacy: "nothing less,"-so that no merely intellectual
consent, no merely fruitless acquiescence in revealed truth, can
challenge that healing virtue which belongs only to a heaven-taught,
a clinging recumbency on the infallible testimony of Jehovah con·
cerning His Son.
But to pass from these terms, simple as they are, to one of a character
yet more elementary still. The word "sacrifice" cannot but be
familiar to the eye and the ear; for how frequent is its occurrence in
the pages of Holy Scripture! Thus, for example, we read of Christ:
" But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins, for ever sat
down on the right hand of God." But, brethren, is it quite sure that
everyone fully comprehends the significance of the word thus constantly recurring in so august a connection 1 And yet how can any
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understand the Gospel of our salvation without this knowledge ~
For the sufficiency, the efficacy, the finality of Christ's sacrifice
constitute the very marrow and fatness of the Gospel.
It may not therefore be amiss if, for the more abundant edification
of some, and the greater confirmation of others, we confine ourselves
to the elucidation of that one word-that one distinguished word of
my text-the word "sacrifice." That word being well understood,
the full measure of instruction contained in my text will quickly follow
in its train. "Elucidation," I say; for it is my design to take a
survey of thc earliest historic sacrifices recorded in Holy Scripture;
and they would seem rather to exemplify than to demonstrate the
true character of this Divine ordinance.
Abel's offering is the first to which I shall invite your attention.
You will find its story in the fourth of Genesis :-" And in process
of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground
an offering unto the Lord. And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings
of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the Lord had respect unto
Abel and to his offering: but unto Cain and to his offering He had not
respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance felL"
I am perfectly aware that the word used by the inspired penman,
and by our translators rendered" offering," is "minchah,"-a generic
term, which includes other oblations besides those which are in the
strictest sense of the word sacrificial. But sacrificial offerings it does
include, as is evident from its use by the prophet Malachi :-" Ye
said also, Behold, what a weariness is it! and ye have snuffed at it,
saith the Lord of hosts; and ye brought that which was torn, and the
lame, and the sick; thus ye brought an offering: should I accept
this of your hand ~ saith the Lord. But cursed be the deceiver,
which hath in his flock a" male, and voweth, and sacrificeth unto the
Lord a corrupt thing: for I am a great King, saith the Lord of hosts,
and My Name is dreadful among the heathen." And that Abel's
offering-Abel's minchah-was of this species, the Holy Ghost
instructs in the Epistle to thG Hebrews :-" By faith Abel offered
unto God a more excellent sacrifice (lfAdova Ovuiav) than Cain, by
which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of
his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh."
Abel's offering, then, was a " sacrifice."
Now mark well its prominent features. "He brought of the firstlings of his flock, and of the fat thereof." An animal, the best of its
kind, was presented to the Lord. "And the Lord had respect unto
Abel and to his offering." That presentation, then, was accompanied
with the acceptance of the sinful worshipper.
Thus far, then, are we brought by Abel's offering.
From it we learn that sacrifice is the solemn presentation of a victim
to J ehovah, for the purpose of procuring the acceptance of the offerer.
But wherein consists the efficacy 0/ sacrifice? Is it in the mere
presentation of the victim near J ehovah's altar? or is it in its immolation on that altar ~
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For a reply to this question I would have you turn to the second
great sacrifice chronicled in Old Testament story. I mean the sacrifice
offered by Noah on emerging from the ark. You will find it recorded
in the eighth of Genesis, at the twentieth and twenty-first verses :
-" And Noah bnilded an altar unto the Lord; and took of every
clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings on
the altar. And the Lord smelled a sweet savour; and the Lord said
in His heart, I will not again curse the ground any more for man's
sake; for the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth;
neither will I again smite any more every thing living, as I have done."
You will notice there the same prominent features as we discovered
in Abel's offering. Again are animals, the best of their kind, presented
to the Lord. "Noah builded an altar unto the Lord; and took of
every clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings
on the altar." Again is that presentation accompanied by the pardon
and acceptance of the sinful worshipper. "And the Lord smelled a
sweet savour; and the Lord said in His heart, I will not again curse
the ground any more for man's sake; . . . neither will I again smite
any more every thing living, as I have done."
But there is, as you will have already observed, another point
brought out to view. We discover that Jehovah's satisfaction with
the offerer followed upon the consummation of his sacrifice. For
it was not when Noah had selected the clean beasts and the clean
fowls that the Lord expressed His good pleasure. Nor was it when
those clean beasts and clean fowls had been brought to, or even laid
upon the altar. But it was when the savour of the burnt sacrifice
went up that Jehovah was propitiated :-He "smelled a savour of
rest," and declared that, in spite of the past offences, in spite of the
inveterate corruption of man, He would no more visit him in wrath
as He had done. "And the Lord smelled a sweet savour; and the
Lord said in His heart, I will not again curse the ground any more
for man's sake; for the imagination of man's heart is evil from his
youth; neither will I again smite any more every thing living, as I
have done. While the earth remaineth, seed time and harvest, and
cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not
cease."

We have then advanced another stage in our investigations into
the meaning of that word" sacrifice." In sacrifice it is the death
of the victim that delivers the offerer from the curse.
But here a question forthwith occurs :-" What connection is there
between the death of an innocent victim and the pardon of an otJending
worshipper? "
Turn we for a reply to a third memorable sacrifice of Old Testament
story.
Contemplate the sacrifice recorded in the last chapter of the Book
of Job :-" And it was so, that after the Lord had spoken these words
unto Job, the Lord said to Eliphaz the Temanite, My wrath is kindled
against thee, and against thy two friends: for ye have not spoken
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of Me the thing that is right, as My servant Job hath. Therefore
take unto you now seven bullocks and seven rams, and go to My
servant Job, and offer up for yourselves a burnt offering; and My
servant Job shall pray for you: for him will I accept: lest I deal with
you after your folly, in that ye have not spoken of Me the thing which
is right, like My servant Job."
Here again the same features are prominent as in former examples.
By command of J ehovah Himself victims are taken - " seven
bullocks and seven rams." By command of J ehovah Himself those
victims are slain and consumed on the altar :-."Go to My servant
Job, and offer up for yourselves a burnt offering." And Jehovah
Himself promises thereon to pardon and to accept the bringers of the
sacrifice :-" My servant Job shall pray for you; for him will I accept :
lest I deal with you after your folly."
.
But another point emerges. You will notice the words, " Offer up
for yourselves": they at once introduce us to the idea of propitiation,
-of atonement-by vicarious suffering. The victim stood in the
place, in the stead, of the offender, and suffered for him; and thus was
J ehovah satisfied. "He shall put his hand" (these words-illUstrative of the pregnant meaning of that word " for "-are found in the
first chapter of Leviticus, at the fourth verse)-" He shall put his
hand upon the head of the hurnt offering; and it shall be accepted
for him to make atonement for him."
Here, then, we have the idea of " sacrifice" fully developed.
A faultless animal is solemnly presented to J ehovah, to suffer and
to die instead of guilty man; and J ehovah accepts, pardons, and
blesses that man, as the sure result of the vicarious death of that victim
without blemish and without spot.
But here a further and a still more weighty question arises :-" What
coHespondence can there be between the death of a brute animal and the
punishment of a sinful man? How can the one be accepted as an
equivale·nt for the other? "
For answer I would refer you once more to Old Testament story.
Study, fourthly, the offering up of Isaac, as recorded in the twentysecond of Genesis. That chapter is one with which you mus.t all be
well acquainted. I will therefore read only a portion of it :-" And
Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son.
And the angel of the Lord called unto him out of heaven, and said,
Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here am 1. And he said, Lay not
thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou anything unto hin,: for now
I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son,
thine only son from Me. And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked,
and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: and
Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt
offering in the stead of his son."
Now here I might, in passing, observe how distinctly this passage
illustrates the vicarious nature of sacrifice. Isaac was appointed to
die, but the ram dies in his stead, and Isaac lives: just as Job's three
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friends deserved to die, but their bullocks and their rams died in their
stead, and they lived. And this is the more to be noted, inasmuch
as Isaac is, in more passages than one of Holy Writ, spoken of as a
type of the Church of the firstborn which are written in heaven. Thus
would the death of the ram in Isaac's stead set forth the death of
Christ in the stead of His people.
. But it is not upon this point that I wish now to dwell. There is
another, and a most important lesson, to be learnt from the substitntion
of the ram for Isaac. Who was Abraham ~ He was the father of
that seed in whom all the families of the earth should be blessed. Who
was Isaac ~ He was that son of Abraham in whose loins that promised
seed was yet wrapped up.
Is it too much then to suggest that Abraham offering up his, in one
sense, only-begotten, his well-beloved son, may have been no undesigned
similitude of God's gift of His only-begotten, His well-beloved Son ~
And, if this be so, was not the substitution of the ram for Isaac
expressly meant to show that all these divinely appointed sacrifices of
rams, and lambs, and he-goats were so many types of Him Who" is
the very Paschal Lamb, which was offered for us, and hath taken
away the sin of the world " ~
If I have, my brethren, succeeded in making- myself understood,
you will now have no difficulty in collecting all these rays of light into
one focus, and plainly discerning what an Old Testament sacrifice was.
From Abel's "minchah" we have learnt that "sacrifice is the
solemn presentation of a spotless victim to Jehovah, for the purpose
of procuring the acceptance of the offerer."
By Noah's burnt sacrifice we have been instructed that" in sacrifice
it is the death of the victim that ensures mercy for the offerer."
The citation from Job enlarged the measure of our information, by
teaching us that such death of the victim was essentially vicarious" the victim stood in the place of, in the stead of, the offender, and
suffered for him."
Finally, the story of the offering up of Isaac gave to all preceding
historical-yea, and I may safely add, to all succeeding Levitical
sacrifices-the- impress and stamp of divinely appointed types,
designed to bear witness through succeeding ages, and that with
increasing distinctness, to Him Who once in the end of the world was
to appear, to put away sin by the 'sacrifice of Himself.
And now, standing at this central point, take a wider survey of my
text; and transferring your thoughts from type to antitype-from
the many Old Testament sacrifices to the great antitypical one of the
New Testament--mark how abundantly it satisfies all the most
rigorous requirements of the Holy God, all the most yearning necessities of the contrite sinner :-" Walk in love, as Christ also hath loved
us, and hath given Himself for us an offering- and a sacrifice to God
for a sweet-smelling savour."
"Christ gave Himself." Here indeed is a victim of matchless
worth: Christ Himself-God over all, blessed for ever; Christ
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Himself-holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from smners-a Lamb
without blemish and without spot.
And the victim died. "Christ gave Himself a sacrifice to God."
" Without shedding of blood is no remission." And therefore did He,
with shedding of blood, by the eternal Spirit, offer Himself without
spot to God. Let the blood of God manifest in the flesh ever be
sprinkled on our door posts and on our lintels, so that every manevery Israelite-aye, and every Egyptian also, may see it and adore.
The incarnation was but the preparation for the atonement. "That
man hath sinned, and God hath suffered"; this is the £inn anchorhold, the secure haven, the impregnable fortress of all our hopes. "Ye
were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, . . . but
with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and
without spot."
And remember that this death was no mere illustrious example of
self-sacrifice; it was more than the surrender of His will to His Father's
command, it was truly and properly the submitting of His Person to
His Father's wrath; and that in the place of those to whom that
wrath was justly due. Christ died vicariously. To take up my
text again, " Christ gave Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to
God." "Christ hath once suffered for sins, the just /01' the unjust."
" Christ loved the Church, and gave Himself for it."
Right good and comfortable words these for every contrite, every
weary and heavy laden soul. You know, my brother, you proveand thank God for that knowledge-it is His gift, and His alone.
You know, I say, you prove, that you deserve to die; here is One
Who has tasted death in all its penal bitterness for you, in your stead.
And mark the result. "Christ hath given Himself for us, an offering
and a sacrifice to God, for a sweet-smelling savour." When the flames
of Noah's sacrifice went up on high, J ehovah declared that, "though
the imagination of man's heart was evil from his youth," He would no
more destroy all flesh by the waters of a flood. Broken-hearted,
contrite fellow sinner! the savour of a more excellent Sacrifice hath
gone up on high, an amnesty still more gracious hath been proclaimed;
that Sacrifice is the sacrifice of God's own Son, that amnesty is an
everlasting peace between God and sinners of mankind. For hear
the words of the Gospel, as preached by the prophet Isaiah: "This
is as the waters of Noah unto Me: for as I have sworn that the waters
of Noah should no more go over the earth; so have I sworn that I
would not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee. For the mountains
shall depart, and the hills be removed; but My kindness shall uot
depart from thee, neither shall the covenant of My peace be removed,
saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee."
Such then, brethren, are some of the treasures, some of the unsearchable riches, to be discovered in my text, when it is unlocked by a
Scriptural understanding of that great and gracious word" sacrifice."
I have but one brief word more to add: it shall be a personal address
to the souls of my hearers.
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That justification and that sanctification of which I spake in the
opening of my discourse, and without which no man can see the Lord
-both are the work of God following upon a lively, an appropriating
faith in the sacrifice of Jesus, and of that alone. Brethren, is that
faith, that "precious" faith-precious from its efficacy, precious
from its rarity-is that precious faith yours 1 Oh, for imaginations
to be cast down! Oh, for every thought to be brought into captivity
to the obedience of Christ! Oh, for the poor sinner to be led-with
absorbing, overwhelming consciousness that he is a sinner, yea, and
a lost sinner-to lay his hand, like the worshipper of old, upon the
head of the One great atoning Sacrifice! For indeed there is room
for the vilest there!
THE SERPENT.
By THE

LATE DEAN LAW,

M.A.

0/ the field."-GEN.

iii. 1.
EVIL is universally present. It lives in every clime-in every agein every heart. There is no place exempt. Every soil is rank with its
luxuriance. Each period is its era. Other things vary; but in all
varieties this uniformity prevails. While great diversity marks the
intellect, and powers, and characters of men, each and all breathe this
common atmosphere, and wear this common dress.
The· thought naturally arises, How could this monster first spring
into life 1 Who is the author of its being 1 Where is its cradle 1 It
is; however, the part of wisdom quickly to check enquiries which might
exercise for ever, but must for ever elude, our search. The mystery of
sin's birth is shrouded in impenetrable clouds. It lies beneath
unfathomable depths. It sits above heights inaccessible. The dread
story is buried from our sight. The secret is not unveiled on earth.
It is vain, then, to grope in darkness. It is folly to speculate when the
utmost gain must be disappointment. Thought and time are lost
when we pursue a fleeting phantom. They who pass from guess to
guess on this subject find that their progress is from ignorance to
ignorance. How sin gained its first breath m~t be unknown until the
day of larger revelations.
But while we give no heed to speculations which only darken know·
ledge, it becomes us to ponder reverently the revelations of our Bible.
We have a record of sin's descent upon our world. Its introduction
into man's heart is related. The story indeed is brief. Only a few
black lines are drawn. The full portrait is not filled up. But the
awful transaction is disclosed: and it affects us too closely to permit
indifference. Let us, then, draw near, with solemn minds. And may
the one great Spirit of eternal truth guide our feet into rich pastures of
sanctifying wisdom!
.
Creation, springing from the Creator's hand, was perfect. It was
worthy of the all-good Maker. "God created man. in His own image:
" The serpent was mote subtil than any beast
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in the image of God created He him" (Gen. i. 27). "God saweverything that He had made, and, behold, it was very good" (Gen. i.31).
The wisdom, love, and power of God could not have raised a fairer
fabric.
ThuS Eden's garden surpassed improvement. Our first parentspure in holiness, rich in every grace, the unsullied reflection of God's
own nature-moved amid perfect scenes. The glory of their state
was this, they were the image of God. This was the glory of their
dwelling, God pronounced it to be "very good." Thus earth needed
not accession of delight. Man joyed in all around him-all within
him-all above him. Around was every charm-within was happy
innocence-above was a smiling Father. God was everywhere-in
everything.
Believer, while you marvel at this dazzling brightness, remember
there is something inconceivably better in store for you: bless God
for your heavenly hope.
Eden's sun is soon eclipsed. This bright day soon darkeus. The
flowers of this garden soon fade. Into this Paradise the Serpent comes.
Simple are the words which introduce the monster. "Now the serpent
was more subtil than any beast of the field which the Lord God had
made." He appears: and his work soon betrays him. The work is
subtle evil. This fact alone establishes that he is more than his assumed
form pretends. In semblance he is one of the beauteous creatures
sporting in this garden's paths. But they are irrational, gifted only
with the limited powers of instinct. But here is one who, seeming to
be a serpent, uses speech, and reasons with consummate skill, and
evidences the depths of evil. He must be more than mere serpent who
has more than a serpent's powers and wiles. Thus the conclusion.is
approached that the devil, to accomplish his vile ends, hides himself
beneath this mask, clothes himself in this shape, decks himself with
the unsuspected features of a creature of Paradise.
The Spirit of God attest~ this fact. Speaking of the devil, He names
him" Old serpent." Unveiling some of the terrific wonders of the last
days, He says, " The great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called
the Devil, and Satan" (Rev. xii. 9). And again, "I saw an angel
comedown from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit, and a
great chain in his hand: and he laid hold on the dragon, that old
serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand
years" (xx. 1, 2). The Spirit, foreshowing Satan's ruin, names him
as the creature in whose form he .here appears. The old Serpent,
which shall be destroyed, is the devil. The old Serpent, then, which
crept into Paradise is the devil.
Paul adds his heaven-taught confirmation. Surely the devil is
before his eye when he warns the Corinthians, "Lest, as the serpent
beguiled Eve through his subtilty,".so their minds should be corrupted
(2 Cor. xi. 3).
Thus the disguise drops-the mask falls-the veil is withdrawnthe deception is detected-the plot is discovered-the art is discerned
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-the treachery is disclosed-the craft is visible. This is no innocuous
creature. This is not one of a beauteous tribe, ignorant of evil. This
agent belongs not to a race of living ones declared by God to be " very
good."
Here is the devil-that apostate spirit-that accursed being-that
arch-rebel-that daring adversary of God-that merciless foe of man.
Eden's Serpent truly is the devil. His work declares him, God's
Word denounces him.
Taking, then, our stand upon this indisputable fact, let us humbly
pray the great Teacher of the Church to press upon our hearts the
obvious warnings.
1. The devil is a real person. This relation is no myth-no dreamno vision-no fable-no allegory. It narrates the real conduct of a
real person. It is no fictitious tale. It is not amusement for imaginative minds. It is no stage on which fancy may blow bubbles. All
is historic verity and unvarnished fact. Here are the doings of an
actnal living being. As God truly is, and Christ truly is, and the
Holy Spirit truly is, and we truly are, just so the devil truly is.
Works prove a workman. Acts show an agent. So real performances
stamp a real devil.
Reader, these are days in which proud reason sneers at ancient
verities, and regards Bible-statements as materials for the construction
of airy palaces of conceit. Be not deceived. As the Serpent beguiled
Eve, so now he beguiles unstable minds. As he persuaded her to view
him as a friendly counsellor, so he persuades them to regard him as
a shadowy semblance of some vague mystery. Listen not to such
fond dreams. The 'Bible begins not with enigmas. It is not constructed to puzzle and perplex. Trifle not with the faithful statement,
but be assured that there is no truth more tremendously true than
the existence of a personal devil. Watch, then, and pray. He is
always personally near; for he " walketh about seeking whom he may
devour" (1 Pet. v. 8). Bar the portals of your heart. He seeks to
make that heart his personal home. He is the "spirit that now
worketh in the children of disobedience" (Eph. ii. 2).
2. The devil is a hater of God. Who hates God most 1 Surely he
who most contravenes His will. Of the devil's antecedent rebellion
nothing should be said, for nothing can be proved. But here a patent
fact evidences his enmity. He aims directly to upset God's plans.
He arms himself in the panoply of bold opposition. He sees the
divine arrangement, and he sets himself to disarrange. He views
creation bright in every beauty, and he plots to soil it. He marks the
birth of an eternity of pure delights, and he arises to infuse the element
of misery. God had made man in His own likeness. lle comes forward
to destroy the holy image, and to transform the heavenly work into
fuel for his hell. He seems to reason-Man is formed to show forth
God's praise, and to be His delight. But this benevolence shall fail.
Man shall be robbed of innocence; he shall be debased 'into a rebel,
fallen as I am-an object meet o'nly for abhorrence, Thus he schemes;
'9

•

290

The Gospel Magazine.

thus he uplifts his arm boldly to fight .against God. See, then, how
he hates God.
Reader, you profess to .love God. Where is your evidence 1 Do
yon abhor the fiend who from the beginning has strained his every
power to subvert God's kingdom 1 Do ·the warm feelings of your
heart respond, I hate him who hates my God-God's foes are my foesHis friends my friends-I avow myself to be His soldier and His
servantr-I march beneath the banner of the God of heaven against
the legions of the god of this world 1
3. The devil is a hater of man. Who hates man most 1 Surely he
who most contrives his misery. In Eden there was sweet bliss. Every
faculty was the inlet of God. Every thoughtr-full of Him-was
only joy. The morning dawned to bring God near. The day advanced
to bring Him nearer. The closing evening closed not the intercourse.
Sinless man lived in the raptures of heavenly converse. His breast
was cloudless sunshine. Satan beholds and writhes. What! shall
man share the peace which he has lost, and joy in joys which never
can be his again 1 Such bliss is torture to him. He will not rest till
he uproot it. Such happiness stings him as a gnawing worm. He
must destroy it. He dwells in wretchedness: and he now comes to
drag down others to his level. Earth had never heard a sigh nor seen
a tear until this enemy of happiness appeared. Since that day pains
and anguish have run a ceaseless conrse. His aim was to create
misery, and mercilessly he succeeded. See, then, how he hated man.
Sad that the sons of men should lend their ears so gladly to their
deadliest foe, and drink so readily this viper's poison! What madness
to court. the embrace of such an enemy-to admit the sure murderer
to our abode-to open the door to the known robber! This is their
madness who fondle this hater of our rac.e.
4. The devil is most daring.. Truly nothing daunts him. His case
is hopeless, therefore he is reckless. Paradise was divinely pnre, but,
still undaunted, he rushes in. When man was heavenly as heaven,
boldly he addresses him. Is he more timid now 1 Far otherwise.
There is no place so pure that his foot fears to tread it. There is no
holiness so holy that he ventures not to touch. His hand will open
the sacred gate; his foot will pass the boundary of .every sacred
enclosure.· The. sanctity of Jesus scared him not. No heavenappointed ordinances repel his step. He whispers to the praying
saint. He mounts the pulpit-steps. He joins the worshippers in
hallowed courts. He is by the side at sacramental feasts. Sacred
is the saint's dying chamber;. but he shoots his arrows there. His
daring, cannot be exceeded.
Believer, labour to grow in grace. Each day put on more of the
:J;.ord Jesus. Agonize for nearer conformity to His image. Fly with
quicker wing to the heights of holiness. But bear in mind that,. as
you rise, the tempter will pursue you still.
5. The devil is consummate in skill. He watches for the fit opportunity; and then applies the fit snare. Eve is alone: then he is by

The Gospel Magazine.

291

her side. In Adam's presence the bait could not be laid. If Adam's
counsels could be sought the bait could not succeed. The only
opportunity is adroitly seized.
Next mark the artfully constructed snare. The object is to introduce sin. Sin is transgression of God's command. Our parents had
free permission of full enjoyments. In this permission there is no
door for disobedience. But there is one-one only prohibition. If
guilt can enter it must be by this path. The trial shall be made.
The seducing words are few; but they comprise all art.
A doubt is first insinuated. "Hath God said?" Is it truly so ?
There may be some mistake.-A spark to kindle discontent next falls.
" Ye shall not eat of every tree." Is this consistent with unbounded
kindness? Why this arbitrary limit ?-A bold denial of danger
follows. "Ye shall not surely die." It is a futile threat.-A promise
of abundant gain crowns the lure. "Your eyes shall be opened."
The skill is perfect.
Reader, beware. He who tempts you this day has not declined
in subtilty. Nay, the experience of long ages, if possible, sharpens
his cunning. The school of incessant practice teaches him to cast
the netmore craftily. He ever has been, and ever will be, matchless
m cunnmg.
6. The devil shrinks not from the blackest sin. His first appearance
shows that there is no iniquity so foul but he will handle it; no depth
of evil so profound but he will fathom it. He commences with
trampling down all truth. "Ye shall not surely die." He rises upon
earth the meridian orb of crime. He blushes not-nor tremblesnor pauses-nor scruples. His earliest words are the lie of lies. So
now he allures each victim to the extremest extremity of evil. He
never will forbear while he can plunge them deeper in sin's abyss.
The vilest iniquities are most congenial to his nature. Reader, go
not one step with him. There is no finality in his downward course.
7. The devil has awful power. Weak agents fail. Difficulties
baffie them. But he is not baflled. His first victory was hard to win.
But he quickly won it. Eve had no inward proneness to yield. No
inborn corruption betrayed the portals of her heart. Her citadel was
firm in walls and bars of innocence. But still he succeeded. He
gained admission, and set up his throne of conquest. Can there be
clearer proofs of his transcendent powers?
Reader, beware. All his mighty arts plot your destructiou. The
innocent fell when attacked only from without. How can you stand
when a legion of traitorous desires are ready to surrender? His
outward solicitations are aided by your inward lusts. If you escape,
a stronger than this strong one must befriend you.
Such is the Serpent's aspect in Eden. Here the description ceases.
Other Scriptures unfold a lengthened roll of his malignant might. As
man's history advances his cruelty and wiles swell into more frightful
form. Our annals are a· vast catal.ogue of his foul exploits. The first
picture presents only this broad outline. But it is a clear display of
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his reality-his hatred to God and man-his daring-his skill-his
deep iniquity, and his tremendous power.
Believer, you may view him and still smile. This conqueror is
conqJlered. Captivity is led captive. The spoiler is spoiled. This
strong one is bound. You are rescued. You are safe. True, he will
oft assail, affright, roll you in the mire, and wound your peace: but
he cannot destroy. His might is great, but your Almighty deliverer
is far greater. His hosts are many; your one Jesus Himself is infinitely
more. He indeed desires to have you, and his efforts are terrible and
incessant; but your Jesus ever lives to pray for you, and His prayers
are ever heard. Therefore, go forward, strong in the Lord and in the
power of His might. "Take unto you the whole armour of God,
that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all,
to stand" (Eph. vi. 13). Fear not. Fear not, Christ is with you.
Be not dismayed, He is your God. Resist this foe, and he will flee
(James iv. 7). Raise the banner of the cross, and he will tremble.
Wash in the blood, and he cannot touch you. Cry to the Captain
of Salvation, and all heaven aids you. Thus go on your heavenward
way rejoicing. "The God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet
~hortly" (Rom. xvi. 20). In Christ you may victoriously shout, 0
thou enemy, destructions are come to a perpetual end. Thou hast
wounded, but Christ hath healed. The death brought in by thee
brightens through Christ into eternal life.

THE NEWTON-COWPER CENTENARY.
(See Portraits.)
THE OLNEY HYMNS.
WE write these lines a few days before the celebration at Olney, Bucks,
of the centenary of the Rev. John Newton and his friend the poet,
William Cowper, who together produced the immortal collection of
spiritual songs known all over the world as the "Olney Hymns."
The programme of the proceedings fixed for April 25th includes a
meeting of the Cowper Society at noon, a service in the parish
church at 2.30, at which Dr. Handley· Moule, Bishop of Durham,
is the preacher, while at 4 and 7.30 p.m. two public meetings will be
held in the Cowper Memorial Church. Early in the evening the children
of Olney and Weston Underwood will sing, in the Market-place, two
of Newton's hymns. It may be mentioned that the house in which
Cowper resided at Olney was generously presented to the town a few
years ago by the late Mr. William Hill Collingridge, proprietor of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, as a memorial to the two sacred poets, unencum·
bered by conditions, except that the building should ever be preserved
in accordance with his object. A museum of Cowper and Newton
relics r to which Mr. Collingridge contributed various articles of unique
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interest, exists, and a Cowper Society was formed in 1900, which
meets annually on the 25th of April (on which day, in the year 1800,
the poet died at East Dereham, Norfolk) at some place associated
with Cowper's name.
During the seventies of the eighteenth century Cowper joined Newton
in writing the Olney Hymns, his share in the undertaking being somewhat uncertain, though the letter" C." is subscribed to some of the
compositions. A copy of the precious Evangelical hymns penned by
these gracious men of God lies on the table before the writer of these
lines. It is dated 1797, and contains the following inscription in Newton's own handwriting as follows: "To dear Mrs. Ring, of Reading,
from the Author, a pepper-corn token of his affection for her, and his
obligations to her-15th July, 1797." At back of this entry is written
part of the following explanatory note in old-fashioned penmanship:
" This precious little book was in use during the Rev. J. Newton's annnal
visits to us with which we were favoured for several consecutive years
on his way to Parkwood Green, the seat of W. Taylor, Esq., whom he
dearly loved." Then on the opposite fiy-Ieaf is written: "Some
persons hold large estates or privileges by. the tenure of a pepper-corn,
or some other trifle, paid annually. I am glad when I can offer a
pepper-corn by way of thanks for your great and long continued
kindness to me and mine.-Newton's LeUers, page 179 to Mrs. T."
For nearly a hundred and thirty years the Church of God in all parts
of the world has continued to give devout expression to the praises
of the heart in the language of the Olney Hymns-" There is a fountain
filled with blood;" "Hark, my soul, it is the Lord;" "God moves
in a mysterious way;" "Begone unbelief, my Saviour is near;"
" Elijah's example declares;" "Glorious things of thee are spoken; "
" Hear what God the Lord hath spoken;" "Heal us, Emmanuel;"
"How sweet the Name of Jesus sounds;" "I asked the Lord that I
might grow;" "Jesus, where'er Thy people meet;" "Oh, for a
closer walk with God;" "Sweeter sounds than music knows;" "'Tis
a point I long to know;" "What think ye of Christ 1 is the test ; "
and very many more. How marked is the contrast between the sentimental and sensuous compositions now-a-days found in popular
" hymnals" and the spiritual, doctrinally sound, and deeply experimental compositions comprising the Olney hymn book! The
effeminate compositions, sung too generally to-day in our places of
worship, will, however, be soon utterly forgotten, and deservedly so,
while the Scriptural truth set forth in vigorous and truly poetic phrase
will remain a treasured legacy among the living people of God, through
which, to the end of time, they will continue to worship Him in spirit
and in truth.
THE EDITOR.

EVERY man obeys Christ as he prizes Christ, and no otherwise. The
higher price any soul sets upon Christ, the more noble will that soul be
in its obedience to Christ.-Brooks.
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THE LATE REV. THOMAS DAVIS.

ON Friday, April 12th, a special service was held in St. John's Church,
Harborne, near Birmingham, when a mural tablet, erected by the
congregation in memory of their late beloved pastor, the Rev. Thomas
Davis, was inaugurated. The Ven. Archdeacon Noyes, RD., Mr. Davis's
worthy successor as Vicar of St. John's, officiated, and the sermon
was preached by the Rev. James Ormiston, who took for his text Matt.
xxv. 21-" His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful
servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things; I will make
thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord."
Mr. Ormiston spoke to the following effect: Dear friends, I feel
deeply the privilege conferred on me by the kind invitation I have
received to share with you to·night in doing honour to the loved
memory of your late faithful pastor. It is on his faithfulness that I
purpose to dwell chiefly upon this memorial occasion. Faithfulness
is the centre feature of our text-" Thou good and faithful servant,
thou hast been faithful over a few things." These words remind
me of a remark made by my beloved and now glorified brother,
Mr. Davis, many years ago at a Clifton Conference. He called attention
to this very passage, and said-" You notice it does not say-' Well
done, thou good and successful servant'; but-' Well done, thou good
and faithful servant.''' I have never forgotten dear Mr. Davis's
remark, for it was full of truth, and one felt the forceful application
of it.
Even the world honours faithfulness among its fellows. But the
faithfulness to which our text alludes is a faithfulness of quite another
and superior character. There cannot be any real spiritual faithfulness
found in anyone who is not a partaker of the grace of faith. It is
because a man is a partaker of precious faith that he is faithful-in
his conversation, in his walk, and in his testimony; and so, dear
friends, we differentiate between the faithfulness of an unconverted
man and the faithfulness of a gracious man-a believer in the Lord
Jesus Christ. All the followers of Christ are distinguished by this
faithfulness; thus, in -Rev. xvii. 14, it is said of the followers of the
Lamb-" They that are with Him are called, and chosen, and faithful."
Now, this choice grace of faithfulness shone very conspicuously in the
person and labours of the Rev. Thomas Davis; and I desire by the help
of the Lord to trace out a few of these points in dear Mr. Davis's life.
In the first place, he was faithful as an ambassador of Christ.
If we turn to the Book of Proverbs xiii. 17 we find this declaration
concerning a faithful ambassador-" A faithful ambassador is health."
Here the word "health" signifies healing, or salvation. When you
confess in the language of the liturgy, "There is no health in us," that
is what you mean-there is no healing, no salvation in us. If we are
to be healed we must be healed from without; if we are to partake of
salvation it must be given us, for we have no health in us worthy of
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that name. Salvation is not inherent in any of us. We are lost by
nature, "sold under sin" by nature, without God, without hope in
the world; but, blessed be God, He has still a few faithful ambassadors
whom He sends forth as His messengers to proclaim the everlasting
Gospel to them who are naturally lost, who, "by nature are the
children of wrath, even as others."
Again, we turn to the Book of Proverbs xxv. 13, " As the cold of snow
in the time of harvest, so is a faithful messenger to them that send him ;
for he refresheth the soul of his masters." The faithful ambassador
who delivers the message of divine truth without reserve or qualification
preaches the Gospel of the sovereign grace of God fully. The Apostle
Paul could take his hearers to witness that he had preached the whole
counsel of God. I think, dear friends, that some of us lose sight of a
certain aspect of the effect of the faithful preaching of the Gospel. We
are told in this verse that the faithful messenger refreshes the soul of
" his masters," by which I understand that when the Gospel is faithfully preached-and by whomsoever-then the Lord Himself finds
satisfaction and delight in the testimony of His servants !
Those of us who are called to minister in holy things might well
bear this thought constantly in mind, that it is not merely to the hearers
to whom the message is sent, not merely to them is it a season of
refreshing, but the Master Himself is likewise refreshed in the faithful
witness His ambassador bears to the Gospel of divine truth. We do
not dwell sufficiently, I think, on this. This phase of truth is brought
before our observation in the 3rd chapter of Malachi, where it is said
of the Lord's people that they spake often one to another, and the Lord
hearkened. To-night, so far as He enables me to be faithful, not only
are you, my friends, listening to me, but my Divine Master is likewise
hearkening! I have to bear in mind that I am speaking in His presence
and audience, and if I am faithful, according to grace given to me,
then I have the supreme delight of knowing that the Lord's heart is
refreshed. Oh! what a dignity, may I so say, it confers on the Gospel,
that the Lord of the Gospel should Himself find pleasure in the
testimony of His servants! "The Lord hearkened and heard, and a
book of remembrance was 'vritten before Him." Some of my dear
hearers to-night will forget the words of truth I speak, but I know there
is One Who will not forget, One on high who will remember, for" a
book of remembrance was written before Him." He takes note of
every faithful Gospel sermon, or Gospel address, or wayside word any
one of His people may drop as occasion providentially is given. And
so the beloved former Pastor of this church must ofttimes have
refreshed his Master by reason of the faithfulness with which he rightly
divided the Word of eternal truth. He refreshed the soul of his Lord.
Again; if we turn to the New Testament Scriptures, the first epistle
written by Paul to Timothy, we find that it is according to mercy
that a man is really faithful. The Apostle Paul says there," I thank
Christ Jesus our Lord, Who hath enabled me, for that He counteth me
faithful, putting me into the ministry." You know, unless the Lord
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puts men into the ministry, it is useless for them to enter into any
nominal order of men called" ministers." The Apostle Paul was put
into the ministry by Him Who called him out of darkness into the
marvellous light of the Divine presence. Oh! pray for your pastors
often, very often; not only once a day, but very frequently. Lift
up your hearts and ask the Lord to bless all faithful ministers of His
Word, for we are living in perilous times. The way of truth is evil
spoken of. The love of many who did run well is growing very cold.
The faithful are minishing from among the children of men, and few,
alas, lay it to heart. But let you who value the precious Truth of
God pray for the faithful few; ask the Lord of the harvest, if it be His
sovereign pleasure, to thrust out labourers into His harvest field.
And then, again, Mr. Davis was a faithful and wise servant of the
Lord; not only a faithful ambassador, but likewise a faithful and
wise servant. Again we turn to the Word, the 24th chapter of
Matthew, verse 45-" Who then is a faithful and wise servant whom
his Lord hath made ruler over His household, to give them meat in
due season 1 Blessed is that servant whom his Lord, when He cometh,
shall find so doing." And thus when _your dear pastor was called
home he was fully occupied. He laboured, as you so well know, even
to the last. He was willing to be spent in the service which he found
to be perfect freedom, the service of the Lord Jesus, in which he took
supreme delight, and the Lord delighted in His servant, translated
hinl, transferred him from one sphere of holy service to another, to a
higher sphere of holy service.
Once more, he was a faithful man as a steward, not as an ambassador
only, or as a faithful servant, but likewise as a steward. You remember
the pa£sage which we have in 1 Cor. iv. 1, " Let a man so account of
us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God."
You see he does not say" priests," but" ministers "-" as ministers
of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God "-" stewards," and
therefore those who handle the property of another. What a trust!
How sacred! How solemn! How truly awful-" stewards of the
mysteries of God "-which are the" deep things of God." God has
deep things-very deep things, as the Psalmist says-" Thy thoughts,
o Lord, are very deep "-and He ha<! entrusted some of these precious
thoughts to grace-saved sinners, whom He has constituted His stewards !
" Now it is required in a steward that he be found faithful." Such
is the ,vitness of Paul in this place. Human stewardship needs to be
faithfully administered. The thing itself is right. If you or I accept
the office of a steward we must remember that we are handling the
property of another, to whom we must needs presently give a strict
account-Stewards. The perfect Steward was the Lord Jesus Christ,
the Surety of the Everlasting Covenant. The Father committed
everything contained within the four corners of that Everlasting
Covenant into the hands of His mediating Son, Who is therefore spoken
of in the Epistle to the Hebrews as the Surety of the Covenant. And
how did He administer that Covenant in the length and breadth and
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depth and height of it ~-faithfully. The resurrection of Jesus .from
the dead, early on the morning of the first day of the week, was the
Father's attestation to the fidelity with which Jesus had administered
the Covenant; so that faith to-night-your faith and mine-has a
solid foundation whereon to rest, and with which to be satisfied. The
finished work of the great Mediator is an accepted sacrifice for sin, is
everlasting righteousness brought in. It has been brought in. We
look back upon the perfect redemption-we look back upon the
accepted ransom-as you sometimes sing ;.. My sonl looks back to see
The burdens Thou didst bear,
When hanging on the accursed tree,
And knows her guilt was there."

My soul looks back! How blessed is it to look back on the finished
work of Christ. That precious hymn of Toplady's, which sings of the
.. sweetness" of salvation, how exquisitely it expresses the satisfaction
of a believer who" looks back" to see the sins that were imputed to
the Saviour, and which He carried away (like the scapegoat on the
day of atonement) into a land of eternal oblivion; for it is said of the
sins God graciously and for Christ's dear sake forgives-" Their sins
and their iniquities will I remember no more!" Into a land of eternal
forgetfulness were carried all the transgressions, iniquities, and sins
that were laid to the account of Jesus, the Holy One of God. AP, He
hung, my Substitute, on the tree of shame, He was the perfect example
of faithful stewardship. Your dear Pastor" learned of Him," as every
faithful minister of the Gospel learns of Him, how to administer his
stewardship.
And then, again, as a witness, how faithful was dear Thomas Dam.
A witness he was in the true sense of the word-a marty", He bore
martyr testimony to the truth of God; nor that only, but he also bore
faithful testimony against error, against that which was opposed to the
pure Scriptural truth revealed by God Himself. Dear friends, in these
days of compliance-universal compliance-it needs great grace in a
pastor of Christ to be faithful, to be courageous, and to bear Scriptural
witness against error; because, as I say, we are living in an age of
spurious charity, and no such questions are put as-" Is it true? Is
it the truth ~" But dear faithful Thomas Davis rightly divided
between the things of God and things of man; between the things of
the Spirit and the things of the flesh, and he endured " hardness" in
consequence; yet it was sanctified hardness in his case, and no faithful
witness, sent and qualified by the Master, need expect any other
experiences, for it is written-" All who will live godly in Christ Jesus"
-and that includes faithful testimony-" shall suffer persecution."
But, as I have said, Mr. Davis's cross was a sanctified one. The Lord
can sweeten the bitterest cup apportioned to anyone of His servants
who witnesses, and of that sweetness it is to be said it is a secret sweetness, which he only knows whose lot it is to drink the bitter cup.
Secret sweetness lies at the bottom of the cup of tribulation appointed
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every faithful witness of Christ. Do not shun "the offence of the
cross," dear fellow sufferers, for the "offence of the cross" has not
only not ceased, but is still the distinguishing characteristic of the
faithful witness, and it will continue so to be to the end of the age.
Possibly, as the end of the dispensation draws nearer, opposition to
the truth, and to those who are faithful to the truth, will wax
worse and worse, and therefore special grace will be needed-the
special grace of courage and holy boldness, that there may be no
shrinking from the frown of men, nor from· the opposition of the
world, but a standing true, as the hymn says, "Dare to be a
Daniel, dare to stand alone." Oh! it needs grace-help from on
high-to stand quite alone, and to realize one's loneliness in this
service; but the Lord fully compensates, and He grants unto such, I
do think, a richer measure of His felt presence, and that is the answer.
Alone? Yes," Alone, yet not alone." As Paul said-" All men
forsook me; nevertheless, the Lord stood by me," and how courageous
he was as he stood at the bar of his fellow-men-" Strong iu the Lord
and in the power of His might." And thus it conies to pass that even
a little child in the Lord's family may" rebuke a thousand "-a little
child may speak the faithful word, which will disarm the bitterest
opposition. And that is a lesson for us, that in our conflict with unbelief and misbelief we should conduct our warfare in a spirit of
humility. That was indeed the characteristic of beloved Mr. Davis;
his faithful controversy was sanctified controversy, and the spirit iu
which he waged it, whilst emphatically courageous, yet was mingled
with a tenderness and a remarkable compassion for those who were in
error, many of whom probably had been misled by their pastors and
priests.
Faithful was he likewise as a Brother. Says the Apostle Paul,
speaking of Onesimus (Colossians iv. 9), "a faithful and beloved brother,
who is one of you"; and so your beloved pastor was a brother indeed,
one who loved" the brotherhood" according to the Scripture commandment. He dearly loved the Lord's people. It was no question
with him whether they belonged to the same communion as his; were
they the Lord's people? Had they been redeemed, as he had been,
with the precious blood of the Lamb of God? His heart was one;
he was knit unto such, and walked in brotherly fellowship with these,
which was as it should be-as it should be with us also. Let us ever
seek to cultivate brotherly love. There must be need for that
exhortation of the-Apostle, or it would not have been placed on the page
of revelation-" Let brotherly love continue." It suggests a possibility of its not continuing, and therefore it needs to be cultivated, but
who is to cultivate it save the Holy Spirit? We must have the love of
God shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost, and we shall then
love all the Lord's people, by whatever name they may be known.
The mystical body of Christ is not divided, nor is that body divisible,
" A bone of Him shall not be broken." The head is inseparable from
the body, and from every member in particular. Watch over the unity
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of the body. Divisions are inconsistent with brotherly love. As many
as " hold the Head "-that is the test. Love them with all your heart,
for they are the Lord's members. "Bone of His bone," verily, so one
with Him as to be inseparable. "Who shall separate us from this love
of Christ 1" And so the late pastor of this church was one who dearly
loved the Lord's people wherever he met them.
I know it was a custom with him to converse freely as he journeyed
from place to place, and it was a great pleasure to him to tell some of
his nearest friends of conversations he had had by the way. He was
never ashamed to own the precious doctrines commonly called "the
doctrines of grace." In his public conversations, even with strangers,
he was a lover of good men and hoped to find them among the strangers,
and many a dear child of God has been thus discovered under the most
unpromising circumstances. The Lord's people are, for the most part,
a hidden people. "Your life is hid "-if you have spiritual Iife" with Christ, in God." You are" hidden in the secret place of the
Most High." You are" dwelling under the shadow of the Almighty."
The world knows you not, because it knew Him not, Who yet was" the
light of the world "-" The servant is not greater than his Masterit is " enough for the servant to be as his Master." Be satisfied with
your Lord's portion; seek to be faithfnl in bearing testimony to the
Word of God. Men of reprobate minds, in these last days, are seeking
to spoil us of this most precious treasure, the Word of God. Hold it fast
in its integrity! Buy the Truth-sell it not! Buy it, if necessary, by
the most painful experience, and hold it fast when you have acquired
it. "Hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown,"
that is, thy crown of present joy. Oh! that our experience might more
truly coincide with that of Jeremiah the prophet, who said-" Thy
words were found and I did eat them, and Thy word was unto me the
joy and rejoicing of my heart." If the Word of God be this we shall
not readily part with it-a jot or a tittle of it-and we shall be encouraged to" hold fast the Word" so much the more tenaciously because
it is written-" Thy Word, 0 Lord, is settled for ever in heaven."
Man cannot dethrone the Word of God-eannot reverse a line of these
inspired words, because the Word is "settled" for ever in heaven!
What God has settled in heaven, man, or any combinations of men,
led by the Prince of Darkness himself, cannot unsettle; and this
blessed Word is " settled for ever in heaven." Therefore, rejoice in it,
be glad in it, testify it, whether they will hear or whether they will
forbear. "He that hath My Word, let him speak My Word faithfully."
Amen.
The, Memorial Tablet, which is a very handsome work of art, bears
the following inscription :" This tablet is erected by many friends in grateful remembrance of
the Rev. Thomas Davis, for eighteen years Vicar of this Parish. He
fell asleep on the 14th of March, 1904, in the 69th year of his age;
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, In hope of eternal life, which God, that can,not lie, promised before
the world began' (Titus i. 2). For 43 years he was a faithful Minister
of the Lord Jesus Christ, preaching the Gospel of the Grace of God, and
strenuously upholding the principles of the Reformation.
" Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of
hosts' " (Zach. iv. 6).
Messrs. J ames Powell & Sons, London, the makers of the Tablet,
thus techmcally describe the work: "The inscription is incised on
alabaster, with a gold line scroll on a gronnd of blue opus sectile, inner
mouldings of alabaster and outer frame of Irish green marble."

YOUR FATHER.
OH child of God, what a Father He is to you! It was" your Father"
Who chose you, before the world was, to be His child. It was" your
Father" Who loved you with an everlasting love. It was "your
Father" Who gave you to the Lord Jesus in His purpose of grace before
the beginning of creation. It was" your Father" Who gave the Lord
Jesus to be your Surety, your Ransom, your Saviour. It was" your
Father" Who caused you to know and trust in that same Saviour, or
you never would have known and trusted in Him. It is "your
Father" Who will receive you at the hands of Jesus, when you shall
appear before Him with all the children" your Father" gave Him.
It is " your Father" Who is also the Father of your Lord, even Jesus,
and the same Jesus is one of the family as well as Lord, "firstborn
.among many brethren," and Lord of Heaven and Earth." Your
Father" made Him to be all to you that He is and that He ever will be.
Oh what a Father "your Father" is! He knoweth what things
you need, and you are sure to receive every good thing at His hand;
for the very best He had to give He has not withheld, even the Son
of His love. And oh! what a loving, obedient, trustful, humblehearted child should you be towards such a father as " your Father"
is! Your life, your heart, your lips should praise and magnify that
name which the everlasting God has condescended in so endearing a
manner to call Himself by, when, looking upon you, He calls Himself
" your Father." And, oh! how pleasant, how joyful with the Lord
.Jesus as your compamon and as the Firstborn among many brethren
to hear Him say, "My Father and your Father." Happy day, when
this ceases to be a matter of faith, and becomes a full realization in
that bright family home above which "your Father" has provided
for you and all His ransomed children.
ANON.

WHERE one thousand are destroyed by the world's frowns, ten
thousand are destroyed by its smiles.-Brooks.
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THE TITLES OF CHRIST IN SCRIPTURE.
By THE REV. E. B. SAMUEL.
II.-.CHRIST THE PROPHET.
PROPHECY is the necessary concomitant of revelation, and revelation
is the basis of all religion. Man craves for a knowledge of his origin
and destiny. " Whence 1" and "Whither 1" has been the question
of all the ages The" First Great Cause" or the" Cause of all causes "
is instinctively accepted by all nations as a real living Being-God.
For Him human souls thirst, and men's hearts have a void which none
but He can fill. To man God is an absolute necessity; the thousand
problems of our daily life can, apart from Him, find no adequate
solution, and the earnest longings of our inmost soul will, without
Him, receive no real satisfaction.
While if we may look upon it from the Divine standpoint it is
unthinkable-that He Who has created US rational beings with a
1:nowledge of right and wrong, with ideas that penetrate the very
heavens, with a mind competent to rule the animal and material
world, and to control the forces of nature; with a soul capable of
communing with God, and a heart able to love Him-it is unthinkable
that after making us thus the Lord should leave us without any
revelation of Himself, His plans, and His purposes.
And thank God He has given us a complete revelation of Himself,
and of all things necessary for our spiritual and eternal welfare.
The corporeal and sinful state of man necessitated, however, that
the revelation of the incorporeal and Holy God should be made through
some medium-hence the prophet.
God Himself did speak on one occasion direct to a nation, and that
was enough to show how impossible it is for a fallen humanity to
approach the Holy Deity, in whose sight the heaven itself is not clean.
The thunder and the lightning, the thick cloud and the sound of the
trumpet waxing louder and louder, the earth smoking and the mountain
trembling, proved too much for the people, for we are told, "When
they saw it they removed and stood afar off, and they said unto Moses,
Speak thou with us and we will hear, but let not God speak with us,
lest we die" (Exod. xx. 18, 19). Thus it became necessary that God
should make known His will to the people through the special
instrumentality of an agent, as we learn from Deut. xviii. 16-19;
" According to all that thou desiredst of J ehovah thy God in Horeb
in the day of the assembly, saying, Let me no more hear the voice of
Jehovah my God, and let me no more see this great fire that I die not.
And Jehovah said unto me, They have done well in that they have
spoken. A Prophet will I raise up to them from the midst of their
brethren like unto thee, and I will put My words in His mouth, and
He shall speak unto them all that I shall command Him. And it
shall be that the man who will not hearken to My words which He
shall speak in My Name, I will~require it of•him."
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Thus was the prophet sent forth as J ehovah's representative,
controlled by His Spirit and charged with His message, which man
was to receive for his good or reject at his peril. But while there were
many prophets through whom God revealed Himself to us, He did so
in a special sense through Jesus, Who was the Messiah, and therefore
.also Prophet, for there seems to be an intimate connection between
anointing and the spirit of prophecy. We read in 1 Sam. x. that
directly after Saul had the oil poured on him " the Spirit of God came
on him, and he prophesied"; hence the familiar saying" Is Sanl also
among the prophets? "
Similarly we are told concerning David that when Samuel anointed
him, " the Spirit of J ehovah came upon him from that day forward,"
and we know he was prophet as well as king; and he tells us himself
" The Spirit of J ehovah spake within me, and His word was upon my
tongue" (2 Sam. xxiii. 2). The same intimacy between the spirit of
prophecy and the anointing is expressed by Isaiah, "The Spirit of
the Lord Jehovah is upon me, because He hath anointed me," etc.
In the well-known Messianic prophecy (Isaiah xi.) Christ is represented
as having the sevenfold spirit of perfection resting upon Him (the
spirit of J ehovah, wisdom, understanding, counsel, might, knowledge,
and reverence), enabling Him to presage, * not merely by His physical
senses-the seeing of the eye and the hearing of the ear-but by the
Divine intuitive faculty of perception that characterizes an inspired
prophet; and the effect of His prophesying and teaching will be
universal peace based upon a universal knowledge of J ehovah. "They
shall not hurt nor destroy in. all My holy mountain: for the earth
shall be full of the knowledge of J ehovah as the waters cover the sea"
(Isa. xi. 9).
Who it is that spreads this knowledge over the whole world we are
told in the following verse. "And it shall come to pass in that day,
the root of J esse that shall stand as an ensign of the peoples to Him
shall the nations seek (or enquire); and His resting place shall be
glory." It is Christ Who spreads the knowledge of J ehovah; it is
Christ Who speaks peace to the nations; it is Christ Who subdues the
rebellious world, not, however, with carnal weapons-the sword and
spear, but with living, burning words: "He shall smite the earth
with the rod of His mouth, and with the breath of His lips shall He
slay the wicked one."
The Lord Jesus was anointed as prophet, not by the hand of man,
but by His Father, as it was said of Him, "God, even Thy God, hath
anointed Thee." Nor was Christ anointed with earthly oil, but with
... The revised version, which is usually an ex.cellent translation of the
Hebrew Scriptures, in this case erroneously renders (Haricbo) 11 his
delight." The word, however, comes from the root (Rooach). and as a
verb means, 11 to blow," H to brea.the," and as a noun, I I wind l I a r " spirit ";
in Hiphel, BS here, it means, "to smell, as the odour of offerings" (Gen.
viii. 21); 11 to feel, as the heat of fire" (Jud. xvi. 9); or I I to perceive, as the
horse the battle" (Job xxxix. 25); and here it refers to the perceiving by the
intuitive spiritua.l faculty of Christ.
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the Holy Spirit, of which the oil was a mere symbol; thus we are told
that at the beginning of Christ's public ministry, immediately after
His baptism, "the heavens were opened unto Him, and He saw the
Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon Him, and 10,
a voice from heaven saying, This is My beloved Son in Whom I am
well pleased" (Matt. ill. 16, 17).
It was in the fulness of the Holy Ghost that He returned from the
Jordan (the place of His baptism), and was led into the wilderness,
and returned into Galilee, and quoted Isaiah's prophecy concerning
Himself in the synagogue of Nazareth, "The Spirit of Jehovah is upon
Me, because He hath anointed Me to preach the Gospel to the poor"
(Luke iv. 14-18). (This is the work of the prophet.) The Spirit of
God in all His fulness remained with Christ throughout the whole of
His ministry till when on the cross. He took the place of the sillDer
and cried, " My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me!" All
His acts and all His utterances were in the power of the Holy Ghost.
He Himself declared, "The words that I speak unto you, they are
spirit and they are life " (John vi. 63).
In the beautiful Messianic poem, the 45th Psalm, the inspired bard
says to the anointed one, "Thou art fairer than the children of men,
grace is poured into Thy lips, therefore hath God blessed Thee for
ever"; so the Jews of Nazareth, when they heard Him in their
synagogue, bare Him witness, and wondered at the "gracious words
that proceeded out of His 11wuth" (Luke iv. 22). When the multitude
on the mountain of the beatitudes listened to His teaching they, like
the people at Capernaum, "were astonished at His doctrine, for He
taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes" (Matt.
vii. 28, 29; Luke iv. 32).
The power of His utterances is especially shown by the conduct of
the officers at Jerusalem who were sent by the chief priests to bring
Him to them, but who could not obey the command after listening
for a while to His burning words: and to the question" Why have ye
not brought Him 1" they could only answer" Never man spake like
this man!" (John vii. 46). Christ often declared that His message
was from God. "The word which ye hear is not Mine, but the
Father's which sent Me " (John xiv. 24).
And though the other prophets also spake in the name of God;
through none of them did He make Himself fully known until the
Lord Jesus appeared, and through Him the human race has a complete
revelation of the otherwise invisible God. "No man hath seen God
at any time; the only begotten Son, Who is in the bosom of the Father,
He hath declared Him" (John i. 18). The prophets made known the
will and purpose of God, but the Lord Jesus also made known His
Nature and Person. In Him we have not only a revelation, but also
a manifestation of the Father. He alone of the whole of humanity
could therefore say, "He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father,"
and again, " I and the Father are one."
The Epistle to the Hebrews, which has for its aim the showing of
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the greater excellencies of Christ and Christianity in comparison with
the great persons and system of J udaism, commences by contrasting
Christ with the foimer prophets. "God, having of old time spoken
unto. the fathers by the prophets by divers portions and in divers
manners, hath at the end of these days spoken unto us in His Son,
Whom He appointed heir of all things, through Whom also He made
the worlds; Who being the effulgence of His glory and the very
image of His substance." We who have heard God's voice in our
heart. saying" This is My beloved Son, hear Him," respond with
Nicodemus, "Rabbi,lwe know that Thou art a teacher sent from God,"
and with the woman of Samaria, " Sir, I perceive that Thou art a
prophet": yea, more, like Thomas we exclaim with convinced
certainty, "My Lord and my God." "For God, Who commanded
the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ" (2 Cor. iv. 6).
There are some people who are quite ready to acknowledge Christ
as a great moral teacher, but are not willing to give Him all the honour
that is due to Him; they speak of Him as one among many, and they
tell us that men of other nations have also taught a beautiful morality,
and have said many true and wise things.
We do not wish to deny that good and true sayings are to be found
in the religions and philosophies of the heathen, but we cannot admit
that they are on a level with the teaching of the Lord Jesus.
Just as the stars in the sky shine brilliantly upon the earth only in
the night time, but lose their lustre and even become invisible as soon
as the greater luminary, the siln, arises, without whose brightness their
combined light can not produce a single day; so it is with the religions
and philosophies of the nations; they shine brightly only in the
surrounding heathen darkness, but become insignificant in the greater
splendour of the Gospel, without whose light their combined influence
could not dispel the moral night of the ages before Christ. But the
Lord Jesus arose as the Sun of Righteousness with healing in His wings,
and scattered darkness, death, and evil, and shed abroad spiritual
light, life, and truth in this morally corrupt world.
The sayings of the philosophers remained lifeless and powerless;
they might have pleased the senses, but could not touch the soul,
whereas the words of our Divine Lord were quick and powerful; they
convinced the minds, changed the hearts, and transformed the lives
of thousands from all ranks, and from all lands, and produced anew,
living, and enduring force, which conquered all manner of sin and vice,
overcame heathen religions, emptied their temples, and swept away
in its triumphant march the systems which contained these very
philosophies; nor has it finished its divine mission; it is still going
on conquering and to conquer, and will continue to do so until" the
whole earth shall be filled with the knowledge of J ehovah as the waters
cover the sea"; and until " the wilderness and the dry place shall
be glad and the desert·plain shall rejoice and blossom as the rose."
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BOAZ AND RUTH.
\

'fHE conduct of this amiable Moabitess was in all respects in character,

agreeable to her needy circumstances. She is said k> have sat by
the reapers at meal time. She knew herself to be a stranger in a
strange land, and having found a friend-in the person of Boaz, she
embraced his invitation with gratitude, and for safety convened with
his labourers. . . . If you would glean your living, you must follow
the reapers: if you would eat your dipped morsel in safety, you must
sit by the servants of Boaz. . . . Are you strangers and pilgrims,
conscious of your urgent necessity 1 Let your necessity prompt you
to cast yourselves upon the mercy of your heavenly Boaz; for He is
the friend of the destitute and the patron of helpless strangers.
Embrace His invitation, come hither- at meal time, and eat of the
bread. Who knows but He may reach unto thee the parched corn,
and thou shalt be sufficed, and leave 1 At all events keep close to
His reapers, and thou shalt see if at last He will finally cast thee
out. . . . If thou hast no hope, no Saviour besides him, thou hast
His salvation in thy heart, as certainly, though not as fully, as if
thou wast -already in the region of felicity: He is the hope only of
the hopeless; the Saviour, the all-sufficient Saviour, only of the
necessitous.
She was needy, and pressed by want, gladly accepted of the invita·
tion given her; notwithstanding, she did not consider herself in any
wise equal to the maidens of Boaz. Necessity alone makes the Gospel
invitation suitable and welcome, removes from the mind all needless
scrupulousness; before our necessity becomes absolutely urgent and
indispensable, we are apt to frame many excuses why we should
embrace it. We are too vile, too depraved and unworthy to venture
upon privileges so great and distinguishing: we must stay a little
longer, and remove from the leopard at least some of his spots, clear
the polluted heart from some of its filthiness, and in some measure
abridge the power of sin before we can venture to make use of Gospel
provision; because we are not like the saints of the Lord; our spots
are different from their spots, -and our character is far inferior to
theirs: for under first awakenings poor sinners are apt to consider
the believer as a perfect character, and the Church below as little
inferior to that triumphant, however much the contrary appears in
future experience. But when the hungry beggar appears at the gate
of the rich man, when shall we see ·him refuse an alms because of his
unworthiness, or make any mortifying comparisons between himself
and the domestic servants within 1 We are not aware how much pride
discovers itself in that impious modesty of ours, which makes us say
with Peter, "Depart from me, 0 Lord, for I am a sinful man; Lord,
Thou shalt never wash my feet," little considermg that the more
siuful we are we have the more need of the Redeemer's approach
unto us; or that unless we submit to be washed by Him, we have no
20
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part in His great salvation. . . . In like manner, whilst the sinner
apprehends himself innocent, or, at most, no more guilty than others,
he may rest very secure and easy; but when sin becomes exceeding
sinful; when the clamours of a guilty conscience become loud and
alarming, and the voice of condemnation sounds louder and louder,
he will, he must, flee to Jesus for relief; unworthiness and sin are no
longer impediments in the way; but he casts himself at the wounded
feet of Jesus, saying, "Though He slay me I will trust in Him "; if I
perish, it shall be here, it shall be erying out for mercy, for there is
salvation in none other. . . .
Ruth ate what was given to her. She ate corn-the corn she ate
was parched. This parched corn was reached to her: though reached
to her by the hand of another, there was enough to suffice her, and
still to be left for fresh corners. At meal time she ate corn in the field
of Boaz; not chaff or husks, as the sinners eat in a strange land;
what she ate was healthful and nourishing. Such is the food of the
faithful soul, the corn of heaven drawn from the granaries of God;
only such can feed the immortal mind and nourish up the human soul
to eternal 'life. Grace, sovereign grace, reigning through righteousness
to eternal Me, is corn proper to the flock of Jesus; but that doctrine
which centres in self and exalts the creature is light and insipid chaff,
which never did, which never can, adruinister suitable nourishment.
Where the great trumpet is blown, and a free salvation is published,
thither resort, for it is parched corn provided for the hungry sinner, the
friendless stranger: parched corn, a proper emblem of the believer's
food; which hath all passed through the fire before it is reached
to us by our generous Husbandman. The Redeemer's obedience
includes the whole of the Christian's nourishment; upon this he lives
throughout his life; on this he lives in his dying moments, and only
upon this shall he live within the regions of light and happiness. This
is fitly represented by parched corn, as every part of it has passed
through the fire, and that, ,too, heated to the uttermost. It hath passed
the fire of human malice and hellish rage, as the evangelists abundantly
witness: He was tempted of the devil, He endured contradiction from
sinners against Himself, and He heard the malicious cry, " Away with
Him, crucify Him, crucify Him." It passed the fire of the burning
mountain, which none with safety could touch; the fiery curse of a
'broken law, which would have pressed any other subject down
infinitely lower than the grave; notwithstanding, He rose superior to
it, in virtue of His indwelling Divinity. This holy obedience, the food
of the Christian, passed through the fire of divine anger heated to the
uttermost, as must clearly appear from that alarming summons given
to the sword of justice by the indignant Father. "Awake, 0 sword'!
against My Shepherd, and against the Man, My Fellow, saith the Lord
of Hosts; smite the Shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered."
This parched corn was reached unto her; he reached her parched
corn, before she could have an opportunity of eating-a fit emblem
of the conduct of our heavenly Pastor, Who hands forth the bread
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and the water of life to His humble foIlowers. What we gather, He
gives; our industry, however great, doth not the least impair Bis
bounty: He reacheth to us the corn of heaven, ann we do eat. There
are two ways in which the corn of heaven is reached to us; by the
public ministry, and in private means; but both of these in the hand
of the Holy Ghost, and the former is as necessary as the latter; and the
first of these is as much His gift as the last. It is by faith that we eat;
but can we believe without a preacher; and how shaIl they preach
unless they be sent 1 ... The bounty of Boaz prompted her industry,
and plenteous feeding invigorated her for gleaning. . . . What Boaz
gave to Ruth she gathered; handfuls were scattered; but, as
observed in another place, the scattered handfuls must be gathered
before she could use them for food. The blessings of grace also are
scattered abroad in the Gospel field in the greatest abmldance; but
they must all be gathered in a diligent use of the appointed means.
Sovereign Grace could, if infinite Wisdom saw meet, save its object
without the intervention of means; and so might Boaz have given
Ruth the handfuls unscattered, but he did not choose to do that,
neither does grace choose to do this. . . . Ruth gleaned till evening.
. . . When believers have gleaned till the evening, they never find
that they have a store laid up for futurity; in this therefore there is a
palpable difference between them and the self-sufficient Pharisees.
The latter may sing a requiem to their own souls on account of the
goods which they have laid up for many years; but the former set
out in emptiness, experience emptiness all their days, and even finish
their course in total emptiness. So from day to day, from his first
outsetting in religion to his dying moments, the believer never has
store laid up, but lives upon Christ for every hour's supply. Nor do I
know a better or more lasting evidence of grace than such a consciousness of nothingness as glorifies Jesus as our AIl in all. How groundless
then are the fears of many who mourn their situation, and at the same
time bear about them the best evidences of the Christian life! evidences
that they would deem solid and substantial if found in another, but
which they pass over unnoticed as found in themselves. . . . The end of
all society, civil or religious, is that we should be helpful to one another.
. . . Let me ask ·ou, my dear hearers, with what weight these things
lie upon your mind: whether you reaIly see your necessity of living
upon the bounty of Jesus for life and salvation 1 Know this of a
truth, that all that are afar from Him shall perish, for the words of
eternal life and salvation are only in His possession. . . . Needy
sinner . . . put then yam cause in His hands, and so shaIl you
prosper.-Extract from JOHN MACGOWAN.
GOD draweth straight lines, but we think and call them crooked.Rmherford.
CHRISTIAN, when you came into the world, you did but live to die;
and when you leave the world, you do but die to live again.-Secker.
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l!Jrotutant 15eacon.
FORM AND POWER.
THE Apostle Paul, speaking in the Holy Ghost, predicted that" in the
last days" difficult times should come, and that general defection from
the truth of God would characterize the Visible Church, summing up
the marks of the apostasy in one brief sentence-" Having the form
of godliness, but denying the power thereo!." No more accurate
description of the times in which we are living could have been giveu
than that contained in this pregnant, inspired sentence. The religion
most popular to·day is that which addresses itself to the eye, the ear,
and the tastes of the carnal mind. Not the Word of Truth, bnt " the
will of the flesh," is the standard by which men now decide how the
living God shall be worshipped and served. The resnlt is that
Christendom is a vast confederacy against the Most High. In other
words, idolatry, and not spiritual religion, has spread like corrupting
leaven through the "three measures of meal "-and Christendom,
divisible into three parts, Anglican, Roman, and Greek, is well nigh
leavened as a " whole lump." The elect Church of the Firstborn, on
the other hand, is still divinely preserved. She daily pursues her
solitary path, and walks in secret cOllllllunion with her ascended
Redeemer and Lord-a stranger in the earth. Her testimony is
faithfully and fearlessly maintained against the dishonour done to the
Lord Jesus Christ and the catise of His Gospel by a baptized world,
and by consequence she willingly endures "hardness" for His sake.
A practical denial of the Holy Spirit is the sin of this age.
The mere" form of godliness "-popular in all the churches of earthneeds no Holy Ghost. It begins in the flesh, in the flesh it finds its
satisfaction, and in the flesh it ends. Christ Himself explained the
world's unbelief in the Spirit of Truth· when He said of Him, "Whom
the world cannot receive, because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth
Him." The faith which religious formalists exercise goes only as far
as they can naturally see and know! The Holy Spirit is invisible,
they therefore ignore and deny Him. God, who is Spirit, can be
known only by revelation. He is infinitely beyond the range of man's
perverted reason. Rationalism never yet guided a soul to the God of
Salvation. Romanism degrades the Deity by its " lie " that the will
of a man·made priest can locate the Godhead in a particle of con~ecrated
bread or paste. Anglic!,nism, by its complex system of so·called
" sacraments," substitutes for the Holy Spirit ordinances, forms, rites,
and ceremonies, the efficacy of which depend on the intention and will
of Episcopally ordained administrators. At most, the Spirit is
but a make·weight in the religion of Sacerdotalism. His holy Name is,
no doubt, frequently employed in the inculcation of the delusive errors
of Ritualism, but it is only to give the apparent sanction of His Divine
authority to the functions of the priesthood. The whole machinery
of salvation by sacraments i~ subservient to the office of the priest.
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What a contrast to this religious deception is " the;powerloflgodliness!"
Not to the will of priestly man, not in any sense to the will of the flesh,
is the second birth-without which it is impossible to see the Kingdom
of God-attributed in the Scripture of Truth. "Of His own wiU begat
He us with the Word of Truth, that we should be a kind of first fruits
of His creatures "-that is the power of godliness. Any religion, any
worship, which denies the absolute sovereignty of Jehovah the Spirit
as the first and efficient cause of regeneration in the favoured
sinner is emphatically anti·Christian. It is not "the doctrine of
Christ," and must be uncompromisingly resisted by God's witnesses
in the earth. This is the infallible touchstone to which all teachiug
in the name of Christ must be strictly subjected. As the late Dr.
Horatius Bonar once wrote-" That the Holy Spirit is the producer in
the human heart of everything that God calls religion, is beyond
question to anyone who accepts Bible statements as divinely true.
He begins, carries on, and consummates in us all spiritual feeling, all
spiritual worship, all spiritual life and energy. Nor can there be
anything more hollow and unreal than religion without the Holy
Spirit. That which is external and superficial-which manifests
itself in dress, and music, and routine service-may flourish without
Him; nay, can (rnly flourish -in His absence. But the deep and the
. real must be His work from first to last. The love of the Spirit
is absolutely necessary to a religion of love, and liberty, and joy.
Religiouslless is at every man's command. Any man may get it up
in a day; bnt religion cometh from above, and is the product of the
.Spirit dwelling and working in the heart." This witness is most true.
By this test, then, let us " try the spirits whether they are of God :
because many false prophets are gone out into the world." Popery
cannot endure it, Arminianism cannot endure it, the" New Theology"
cannot endure it. These and all other of Satan's schemes to seduce,
"if it were possible, the very elect," betray their true origin and
character when subjected to " the mind of the Spirit." The power of
godliness, on tile other hand, finds it~ inspiration, its energies, and its
fruitfulness in the vital operations of the indwelling Spirit of GodJehovah, the Holy Ghost. "From Me is thy fruit found."
THE EDITOR.
THE SENSUOUS WORSHIP OF THE CHURCH OF ROME.
A PAPER READ AT GLASGOW IN 1886 BY MR. WILLIAM C. MAUGHAN, J.P.,
ROSENEATH.
ANYONE who has seen those great ceremonies in which the Church of
Rome delights must have felt that an appeal to the senses of the
worshippers far predominated over anything likely to move their souls.
It is the same throughout every department of the Romish system, and
this degrading idea is ever present, showing the essentially pernicious
tone of the homage offered to God. In the first place, it is thought
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necessary to have a great and imposing edifice, adorned with costly
marbles, gold and silver shrines, and pictorial representations by famous
painters, as though God could be propitiated by the choicest representations of sculpture and art. Then, as if the sensuous feast were
not complete, exquisite music must be introduced, and the minor
accessories of the jeweller and costumier are enlisted to act their part in
the dramatic display. In St. Peter's at Rome, and other celebrated
continental churches, to all this is added the" pomp, pride, and circumstance" of a great array of soldiers, priests, and officials, while the
prostrate worshippers, bewildered by the scene, the cf0wd, and excitement, resign themselves to the emotions of the hour. Go into any
ordinary Roman Catholic chapel or church, and see if the whole
aspect of the building is not evidence of the unworthy nature of
what is supposed to be offered as homage and praise to the Creator.
'rhe tawdry splendour· of the altar, with its crucifL" and paltry
decorations, is sufficient to repel any but those who have handed
0v:er their conscience to the officiating priest. Even in the more
magnificent edifices which adorn the great cities of Europe, »ttesting
the material wealth of the Romish Church, how are the resources of
art brought into play to kindle the devotion of their frequenters!
Take, as an instance, the principal Roman Catholic fane in Europe,
St. Peter's at Rome, with all its sacerdotal prestige, and the traditional
power of the Papal-throne, occupied by the poor mortal who arrogates
to himself the title of God's vicegerent upon earth. For some time,
however, the great functions celebrated in St. Peter's on special
" Sundays" in the year have been in abeyance, because the Pope has
assumed the attitude of " prisoner" in the Vatican, and is not free to
take part in the imposing ceremonials of that Church which claims
absolute infallibility as well as universal supremacy. But, during a
residence in Rome some years ago, having been present on various
oc{)asions when high mass, with all its concomitant musical interludes,
was celebrated by the late Pope Pius IX., I would seek to give a description of the same. The church of St. Peter's is an immense building,
with a vast area.for accommodating the multitudes who assembled to
see the spectacle; and under the noble dome of Michael Angelo, the
Pope and his cardinals, with the array of officials in varied costumesmany of the latter of medireval type and richest material-and his noble
guard in full uniform-all gathered round the high altar. The Pope
had previously been borne in solemn procession from the Vatican,
wearing the triple crown, with his attendant retinue-every incident
and item of the processional march having a symbolical meaning.
The seven candelabra borne by acolytes typified those of the seven
churches in the Apocalypse, while numerous officials with sounding
titles-thurifers, cross-bearers, Greek and Latin deacons and subdeacons, bishops, rnonsignori, patriarchs, prelates, and chamberlains,
each had his special place, while the two jnnior cardinals faced each
other before the altar to represent the two angels who guarded the holy
sepulchre. During the incessant changes, genuflexions, and crossings,
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which wearied the uninitiated spectators, the Papal choir of choice
.trained singers rendered various pieces ·of music appropriate to the
occasion, while some of the older cardinals furtively took snuff, or
indulged in whispered conversation-acts of indecorum which seemed
strangely out Of place. Then, when the Pope tookthe host in his hands
and elevated it above his head, there occurred what was extremely
imposing and dramatic in effect. At the word of command, the
hundreds of soldiers keeping back the throng of more than si..'Cty thousand
persons and every devout Catholic in. the vast building knelt down,
while absolute silence prevailed for a minute or two. After this there
sounded from the overarching dome that wonderful burst of melody
known as the" Silver Trumpets," played by musicians stationed in the
lofty gallery, and which has a marvellously thrilling tone, as though
the strains were wafted from the skies. Unquestionably this weirdly
beautiful strain of music did profoundly impress the great audience, but
can it be for an instant maintained that this was an act of intelligent and
reverent worship 1 Then in the evening, as the brief twilight began
to shroud the picturesque campaniles of Rome, there was displayed
that marvellous illumination of St. Peter's, when its outlines were traced
in silver fire by innumerable small lanterns, which at the hour of Aye
Maria suddenly were merged. in a splendid full yellow glare, dazzling in
effect. As mere gorgeous spectacles of rich dresses, coloured uniforms,
beautiful music, and glancing fireworks, all this appeal to the senses of
her votaries may have served the purpose of the Romish Church, but
what a' vain offering and oblation to the Most High God, Who'" dwelleth
not in temples made with hands," and demands from a believer the
sacrifice of a broken and a contrite heart. And so it was with all the
grand ceremonies of this apostate Church, as I have seen them in Rome
and elsewhere.
I may allude to another imposing parade of Papal splendour,
namely, the pompous ceremony on the festival of Corpus Domini.
On this occasion, the hierarchy in Rome was mustered with the Pope
at its head, the college of cardinals, archbishops, bishops, and priests
of every degree-all walking in stately procession through the noble
colonnade of Bernini, in front of St. Peter's, while the complete and' wellappointed army followed with martial panoply. As the long and gorgeous array defiled under the spacious colonnade, military bands poured
forth their music, and the great crowds looking on saluted the host
carried by the Pope himself, while the eye was surfeited by glittering
colours, and the ear regaled with stirring melody. But, again, where
could be observed the spirit of true adoration, where the humble
homage to the glory and majesty of the Lord 1 for in worship the
teaching of God's Word should be obeyed: "The haughtiness of man
shall be made low, and the Lord alone shall be exalted."
The rampant idolatry of the Church of Rome was but too painfully
witnessed in that monstrous profanity, the well-known Bambino, or
child, a little figure gravely' alleged to have been carved by a pilgrim out
of wood from the Mount of Olives, and painted by the evaugelist
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St. Luke. This scandalous exhibition I saw in the famous church near
the Capitol which occupies the site of the temple of Jupiter Capitolinus.
The church is ascended by one hundred steps from the piazza below,
and these were thronged by crowds of Romans, many of them peasants
from the Campagna, while inside was a crowd of poor deluded worshippers. The doll-which is held in great esteem for its sanctity, and is
carried to sick persons in a special carriage of its own-is richly
adorned with jewels. On this occasion it was reverently borne by a
dignitary of the Church, attended by priests and preceded by a military
band, discoursing a lively air; and upon reaching the outside of the
church, the Bambino was held up in fuJI view of the concourse of people,
nearly all of whom knelt down and did reverence to this wooden doll !
Well might the late Dean Alford, who had himself witnessed a similar
exhibition, thus write: "The real character of Romanism is to be
sought not in the best sermon one may hear, nor in the simplest and
least objectionable rite, but in its lower and more revolting idolatries,
not tolerated only for the sake of the commonalty, but practised and
sanctioned by the regularly organized and more learned hodies in the
Church."
I might go on to give many instances of how the Rornish Church
deliberately countenances outrageous impostures in its so-called
." miracles," and leniently overlooks the scandals freely alleged against
even some of its high officials; but this is a subject which I need not
pursue. It certaiuly says little for the coufidence which this Church
has in relying upon simple teaching from God's own Book, and calm
reasoning with sinful creatures, that an entrance to the heart is BOught
to be gained through the senses, and public approach in prayer to the
throne of grace is made in a dead language. And can anything be more
painful to the mind of those who would in all penitence and humility
offer their prayers and praises to our common Father in heaven and
His well-beloved Son than the idolatrous sacrifice of the mass 1
In this country we have unhappily of late had but too many opportunities of witnessing the fruits of this soul-destroying system of Romish
idolatry and erroneous teaching. Those who deny the debasing
superstition of that Church, and her appeals to the sensuous nature of
men, should have witnessed the ceremonial which took place recently
before a great assemblage of the British army and thousands of the
inhabitants in the district of Devonport. The occasion was the delivery
of a set of colours to the Royal Irish Regiment, which was drawn up in
presence of the military dignitaries of the district, including heads of
departments, and others in high authority. A priest arrayed in all the
gorgeous habiliments of the Rornish Church officiated on the occasion,
superseding the usual ceremonial as conducted according to set regulations of the War Office. The colours, after having been sprinkled with
holy water, a Latin prayer offered up, and blessings in name of St.
Michael and St. George invoked on their defenders, were delivered to
the junior officers, who received them kneeling, while all the time the
numerous array of Protestant officers stood by participating in this
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purely Popish rite. Little wonder that widespread indignation was
aroused, and in answer to strong protests by several Protestant societies,
an official reply was given that the ceremony was unauthorized by the
War -Office, and had been disavowed by the Secretary of War. Even
more startling in some respects is the fact that this year (1886) a fulllength statue of the Madonna and Child, of specially Popish appearance,
has been set up over the main entrance of Westminster Abbey. There
it stands, adorned with all the skill of the sculptor's art, and iuvitipg
the attention of the passers by to the circumstance that the Church of
Rome has one of her most significant emblems placed over the entrance
into our venerable and historical abbey, consecrated to the reception of
our most illustrious dead. And for events of a peculiarly harrowing
nature, showing how the peace of mind of a united family may be
wrecked by unscrupulous abuse of priestly power, I have but to refer
to other addresses by members of the Convention, which will show to
what lengths the leaders of the Romish hierarchy are caps,ble of going
in this Protestant country which so generously has given them shelter
and ample toleration.

MULTUM IN PARVO.
THE two Convocations are occupied in elaborating a " revision" of the
Rubrics of the Book of Common Prayer, and it is much to be feared
that the result will be a general relaxation of those safeguards which
the Reformers provided for the protection of the Protestant principles
on which the National Church is founded. Compromise, so as to keep
the Romanizers inside the Establishment, is the main peril of the
scheme of "revision." Experiments on the Church, of this character,
are fraught with the gravest possibilities for the future.-Among the
Nonconformist Churches, the" New Theology"-that is, Christianity
without Christ--is now the popular phase of defection from the truth
of the Gospel. What would the Puritan worthies of the seventeenth
century say to present-day Rationalized Nonconformity were they to
visit the Free' Churches 1--ln anticipation of the Olney centenary
celebration the English Churchman published the following editorial
paragraph :-" We recently noted the approaching celebration at Olney
of the centenary of Cowper and Newton. Referring to the event, the
GlObe had the following paragraph: 'On the 25th of this month
the little town of Olney will carry its head high for the celebration
of the centenary of two of its great names-Cowper, and Newton, the
hymn writer. The story of Cowper's association with Olney needs no
telling, but Newton's name is less familiar, though some of his hymns
are known throughout the world. After a midshipman's experience
on a warship, he took service in a slaving ship, and finally settled down
to Holy Orders, dying in 1807 as Vicar of St. Mary Woolnoth's. Eightysix years later his remains were transferred to the little town of Olney.
The erroneous notion that Newton's influence over Cowper was
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deleterious has long ago been exploded. The friendship of Cowper and
Newton is one of the four or five most beautiful friendships in the
history of the world. It remained sweet to the end-the. very last
preserved letter of Cowper's being one to Newton. The beauty of
Newton's character is well attested by the unpublished letters in the
museum at Olney.' It is worth mentioning that the Cowper Society,
founded in 1900, meets every 25th ,of April at some town associated
with Cowper's name. The' Olney Hymns '-the joint compositions
of the two Christian poets-are in constant demand to-day, and will
continue to retain their hold on the Evangelical heart till time shall
be no longer. 'There is a fountain filled with blood' is only one
amongst many equally meritorious compositions in the volume with
which English-speaking congregations throughout the world are
familiar."

Qtoru13ponlJmce.
PEACE, PERFECT PEACE.
To the Editor

0/ the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

DEAR MR. ORlllISToN,-Knowing th"t yon were well acquainted with
the late beloved Mrs. Hoblyn, yon would donbtless remember her
devoted friend, attendant, and amanuensis, Martha Elliott. This dear
woman passed away on February 1st, 1907.
She was left motherless at the early age of four, and lived with her
father until, when seventeen, she entered the Muloch family, with
whom she was connected for abont thir.ty-four years. Possessed of
remarkable intelligence, sound jndgment, and good, practical common
sense, Miss Elliott was invalnable to those whom she '!lerved ,so
faithfully; and being deeply tanght in the things of God, she was a
friend indeed to many of the One family. Her work in connection
with the "Poor Saints" will always be affectionately remembered
in Bath. Like her Divine Master, she" went abont doing good." She
was a constant reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. which she valned
very mnch.
In September, 1902, she had a severe illness, from which she never
recovered. . The once active brain was permanently affected, and
her Me became a burden to herself and at times a trial to others. Bnt
however wandering the mind, however incoherent her conversation
on temporal matters, she was always at home on the things of God,
and'longing to be gone.
Before her illness the Lord gave her these words: "They shall not
be ashamed that wait for Me." And what a cordial they were to her!
She became very mnch worse on January 24th last. The left side
was paralysed, also the muscles of the throat, and althongh she was
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perfectly conscious it was very difficult to understand what she tried
to say. But I shall never forget t e change of countenance, the
uplifted hand, and the effort to express what she felt when I repeated
the words, "They shall not be ashamed that wait for Me." The
doctor assured those about her that she was not' suffering; but her
groans were most distressing to hear during the last few days of her
life, until the end came, when she quietly and peacefully passed away
in the early morning of February 1st. Her mortal remains were laid
to rest in Locksbrook Cemetery, Bath, on February 5th, followed by
many friends, including several members of the late Mrs. Hoblyn's
Bible Class.
Some years ago Miss Elliott told me that at a very early age she
had a remarkable answer to prayer, which greatly influenced her life
even before she was called by grace. It seems that cloth boots laced
at the side had just come into fashion, and· she greatly wished to have
a pair. Her father, to her great delight, gave her six shillings and
sixpence to buy them. Almost too excited to speak, and graScping
the money in her hand, she ran to the shop, 'which was some distance
from her home. The boots were duly tried on and wrapped in paper,
but when payment was about to be made sixpence was missing. "I
must have dropped it," she said to the shoemaker. "Well," he replied,
" you can take the boots and leave the sixpence. I know your father."
B~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

she had misappropriated the money. She told him she would not
have the boots until she could pay for them, and leaving them on the
counter, she went out of the shop with a very heavy heart, the worst
feature in the trial being that the man did not believe her story. As
soon as she was in the street she told me she cried to the Lord about
the matter, and said, "0 Lord, Thou knowest I did not spend that
si"-pence; if it please Thee, may I find it." On and on she went
through the crowded thoroughfare, and when nearly home she saw
something shining in the mud by the roadside; it was her sixpence!
Hundreds of people must have passed to and fro since she dropped it;
but there it was safe, in answer to prayer.
Earth seems the colder as one by one the dear children of God are
being gathered home; but what a day it will be when all the elect
family will be there, to go no more out for ever!
Yours sincerely,
E. M. P.
SUPPOSE the furnace be heated seven times hotter; yet God can
make the sufferer seventy times happier. Those who are crossed for
well doing shall hereafter be crowned with well dying.-Secker.
NOTHING humbles and breaks the heart of a sinner like mercy and
love. Souls that converse much with sin and wrath may be much
terrified; but souls that converse much with grace and mercy will be
much humbled.-Brooks.
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INSIDE THE VEIL!

OUTSIDE· THE CAMP!

'fHROUGH Thy precious body broken
" Inside the veil! "
Oh what words to sinners spoken
" Inside the veil! "
Precious as the blood that bought us,
Perfect as the love that sought us,
Holy as the Lamb that brought us,
"Inside the veil! "
When we see Thy love unshaken,
" Outside the camp! "
Scorned of man, by God forsaken,
" Outside the camp! "
Thy loved cross alone can charm us,
Shame doth now no more alarm us,.
Glad we follow, nought can harm us,
" Outside the camp! "
" Unto Thee," the homeless stranger,
.
" Outside the camp! "
Forth we hasten, fear no danger,
" Outside the camp! "
.Thy reproach far greater treasure
Than all Egypt's boasted pleasure,
Drawn by love that knows no measure,
" Outside the camp! "
Soon Thy saints shall all be gathered,
" Inside the veil! "
All at home, no more be scattered,
"Inside the veil! "
Nought from Thee our hearts shall sever,
We shall see Thee, grieve Thee never,
"Praise the Lamb," shall sound for ever,
"Inside t·he veil! "
ANON.

A GOOD name is always better than a great name, and a name in heaven
is infinitely better than a thousand names on earth; and the wlty to
both of these is to be much with God in secret.-Brooks.
WHEN you have overcome one temptation you must be ready to enter
the lists with another. As distrust in some sense is the mother of
safety, so security is the gate of danger. A man had need to feltr this
most of all that he fears not at all.-Brooks.

,
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.
THE 100th Annual Meeting will (D.V.) be held on Monday afternoon,
May 6th, at 5 o'clock, in the Mansion House (Egyptian Hall). Lord
Kinnaird will preside, supported by Canon Girdlestone, Sir C. Robert
Lighton, Bart., Sir W. Godsell, the Revs. J. K. Popham and W. Sindcn,
Mr. F. A. Bevan, and Mr. A. Hayles. Tickets can be obtained at
the Office. The Annual Sermon at St. Stephen's, Coleman Street, by·
the beloved Editor, will be delivered (D.V.) on Thursday evening,
Mav
The attendance of all Our friends at both
., 30th at 7 o'clock.
these gatherings is cordially invited.
"Inasmuch," a History of the Society, by the Secretary, will be
published in Jnne, cloth, bevelled boards, gilt lettered, price 2s. 6d. net.
It will be fnlly illnstrated, portraits and brief biographical sketches of
eminent ministers of the Gospel and other helpers in bygone days,
forming a distinctive feature of the work, which will be divided into
seven chapterS, entitled: The Beginning-Growth-the Camberwell
Home--Progress-the Hornsey Rise Home--the other Homes-To-day.
The narrative will, it is hoped, be valned, not only by subscribers to
the Society, but by many who are interested in the history of the
Church of Christ and of service in His Name, during the past
century. The entire profit of the sale will be devoted to the Centenary
Fund.
The last few years have been trying ones. Where personal subscriptions are concerned, loss has been suffered through the passing away
of old and generous supporters. Collectors are everywhere complaining
of the difficulty of filling their places. Whilst \,eW Societies multiply,
the number of givers has not largely grown, and there are more appeals
to the same people, the result being a diminished contribution to the
funds of the Society by many of its old friends. Hence the need of a
large increase in annual subscriptions of 7s., 10s., and 14s. The
efforts of the Executive during the past year in this direction
have met with much success, proving the truth of the words of the late
General Sir W. Stirling, so characteristic of the noble and sanctified
character of hiro who expressed them, "The Lord will not allow His
prec'':ous cause to suffer."
A recent letter from a pensioner, S. L., aged eighty-nine, Warwickshire, will prove interesting: "I am spared once more to send in my
report. I am truly thankful to my Heavenly Father and all my dear
friends for their great kindness. It is now thirteen years since I 1j.rst
received my pension, and it has never once failed to come punctually.
It is one of the greatest mysteries of my life to know why the Lord
bestowed such a blessing on one so unworthy, as it is m.y comfort and
support in myoid age."
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE" May" Meetings of the various Christian Societies at Exeter HaU
and other London places of public assembly are close at hand. A few
annual meetings have, indeed, anticipated the conventional month of
convocation, and have passed off successfully. The financial position
of the religious and philanthropic agencies appear, in several instances,
to manifest weakness, a noteworthy case being a very heavy deficit in
the funds of the Church Missionary Society. In sad contrast with the
small public support afforded Christian effort at home and abroad
stands the immoderate expenditure of the wealthy classes on luxury,
pleasure, and sport. Upon this subject, our Protestant and Evangelical weekly contemporary The E'1l1lish Ohurchman recently published
an editorial note, which we may here appositely quote. It observes;
" Luxury and ' sport' are two of the grossest vices that infest society
to·day, and the hold that these twin evils have upon the community is
illustrated by some startling figures that have just been published in
the secular Press in the ordinary course of the news of the day. At
the sale of the jewels of the late Mrs. Lewis·Hill, on Monday last, the
almost fabulous sum of £16,700 was given for a rope of pearls, the first
bid being the sensational one of £10,000. Other prices obtained for
single articles of jewellery were £12,200, £11,000, £7,200, and £4,500.
The total amount realized for the no lots put up was £94,805. A
certain guide to ' the Turf' states that the amount won in stakes during
1906 was £540,278, being about £16,000 in excess of that of the previous
year. The sum thus gained by betting during the pa;;t twenty-five
years reaches nearly-twelve millions. Is it any wonder that the moral
sense is blunted when the passion for the display of the glittering
trinkets of fashion and the mania for gambling possess the minds of the
wealthy and leisured classes? "
'

'fhe Budget of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, which had been
anticipated with unusual public interest, was opened on the 18th ulto.,
and appears to have met with fairly general acceptance. To the
Socialistic party in the House of Commons its failure to provide
immediately for Old Age Pensions has given great offence, and strong
animadversions have been made on Mr. Asquith's fiscal statement.
Important changes affecting the levying and collecting of the Income
Tax will mainly favour the middle and trading classes, but the con·
cessions made are, we consider, more apparent than real.
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The past mont~ witnessed further developments in the so-called
" New Theology" movement, the misguided Pastor of the City Temple
having published a volume in explallation of his unscriptural opinion.
The canker of Rationalism and Agnosticism is spreading with terrible
effect through the Free Churches, and only a voice, here and there, is
lifted up to warn souls against this peril "of " the last days." .
A strongly-worded memorial has been presented to the Government
by the Church and State Committee of the United Free Church in favour
of the Disestablishment of the Church of Scotland. The memorial
calls attention to the fact that from 187~ onwards the Liberal
Associations of Scotland almost constantly at their annual conferences
voted by overwhelming majorities for religious equality in Scotland.
Even as late as October last the Liberal Association expressed the hope
" that the present Government will give a measure for the disestablish·
ment and disendowment of the Established Church of Scotland a
prominent place in their legislative programme." The memorial
rejoices over the "accession to power of the present Liberal Government,
and expresses" the hope that "a legislative issue of this question in
Scotland will not be delayed by indifference or neglect, but will be
assured before the expiry of the present Parliamentary term." The
memorial concludes: "Anything less than this would be a profound
disappointment to all friends of this great reform in Scotland as well as
beyond it, and a serious error in public policy."
At the Annual Conference of the Women's Protestant Union, to be
held in Exeter Hall on May 29th and 30th, Madame Rodriguez, of the
Figueras Mission, North-east Spain, is to be one of the speakers, and
she is desirous (D. v.) of arranging a deputation tour in England as
early as possible. She will be glad to speak at drawing·room meetings,
and to address mothers' meetings, Sunday Schools, Y.M.C.A.'s,
Y.W.C.A.'s, etc., in June, July, August, and September. The
exhibition of curios from Spain and an informal talk about the work in
that interesting country would make a very enjoyable and profitable
meeting. Madame Rodriguez's address is Figueras, Province Gerona,
Spain.
IT often happens that those are the best people who are the most
slandered, as we usually find those apples to be the sweetest which
the birds have been pecking at.-Dean Swift.
CHRIST is of all gifts the sweetest gift. k, the tree .<Exod. xv. 25)
sweetened the bitter waters, so this gift, the Lord Jesus, of Whom that
tree was a type, sweetens all other gifts that are bestowed upon the
sons of men. He turns every bitter into sweet, and makes every sweet
more sweet.-Brooks.
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Jl.tebiet\lfJ anll j)}.oticefJ of )SookfJ.
P.UESTINE EXPLORATION FUND QUARTERLY STAtEMENT. April, 1907.
Price 2/6. (London: Office of the Fund, 38, Conduit Street, W.)
The contents of this issue of the Society's official organ are fnlly np
to the l\.verage standard of interest, and include " Notes and Ne.vs "
by the Editor, with a "Diary of a Visit to Safed," by Mr. R. A.
Stewart Macalister, M.A., with" Travel Notes of the Journey from
Nablus to Saled, via Beisan," by Dr. E. W. G. Masterman; "The
Church of St. Stephen," by C. K. Spyridonidis, Jerusalem; "Golgotha
on Mount Zion," by the Rev. W. F. Birch, M.A.; "Notes on Pa\estinian
lfolk-lore," by Miss Gladys Dickson; "Ancient Palestine," by Mr.
S. A. Cook, M.A.; and various other valuable items.. Numerous
illustrations and maps assist the Bible student in his investigation of
the subjects enumerated above. The Society deserves much more liberal
support than it at present receives, for the value of its operations in
the Holy Land is incalculable in the interest of inspired Scripture.

THE DIVINE CALENDAR: or, STUDIES OF THE REVELATION FROM AN
ISRAELITE STANDPOINT. By AUGUSTA COOK; Authoress of " The
Light that Never Went Out." Pp. 234. Price 2/6 net. (London:
Elliot Stock, 62, Paternoster Row). 1907.
Although we are not able to endorse the Anglo-Israelitish views
entertained by the able Writer of this interpretation of the inspired
Apocalypse, we conscientiously recognize the reverential spirit in which
the work is conceived, and the maJiy proofs of exceptional Scripture
knowledge evinced throughout the exposition. The doctrinal basis
of the interpretation is sound, the tone of the book is refreshingly
spiritual, and the thoroughly Protestant atmosphere breathed from
first to last is rarely met with in these days of defection from Relormation principles.
SOME MORE TRUE STORIES AND CHILDREN'S SAYINGS. By JOSIAH
SPIERS, Founder of the Children's Special Service Mission. Pp. 186.
Price 1/-. (London: Direct from the Author, 13a, Warwick
Lane, Paternoster Row, E.C.)
This little book exactly fulfils the promise of its title. It follows
on a similar publication, issued sixteen years ago, which has had a
circulation of nearly 175,000 copies. 1\1any most remarkable narratives
of child-life, child-prayer, and child·faith are recorded, and we have no
doubt that the volume will obtain a wide circulation.
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