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TO THE READERS OF THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE."
My MOST DEAR READERS,

Our HEAVENLY FATHER has added one more heavy

stroke during the past month of my personal affliction by
taking Home to Himself my beloved eldest sister-the
last of my brothers and sisters-after a long illness patiently
borne.

The will of the LORD be done.
As to my health, I thank GOD there is further

improvement, and I am encouraged to hope that I shall yet
be allowed to resume the ministry of GOD'S Word.

May

our FATHER grant it, for His own glory.
[Dictated]

Yours affectionately in Christ,

JAMES ORMISTON.
BERRY VIEW,
PAIGNTON,
19th April, 1910.
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Who comforteth us in all our tribulation. that we may be able to comfort them which a.re iu any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we OW'gelves are comforted of God. "-2 CoR. i. '-

A WORD OF CHEER.
" Be ot good cheer."-MAT1'HEW ix. 2.
" THE Family Portion" is specially intended to be a word of comfort
and consolation to "the children of GOD" who are" scattered
abroad." Here, dear friends, is such a word to cheer and encourage
our hearts. The LORD JESUS, addressing the "many sons" who
are destined to be brought to glory, says to each member of the
family of GOD, "Be of good cheer." Our trials may be many,
our difficulties great, but under all circumstances we have reason
to encourage ourselves in the LORD our GOD.
"Rejoice, believer, in the LORD,
Who makes your cause His own;
The hope that's built upon His word
Can ne'er be overthrown."
The words, "Be of good cheer" were used by our Lord on five
different occasions-four times during His earthly ministry, and
once after His ascension into heaven.
First, He says "Be at good cheer" to His sin-burdened
people (Matt. ix. 2). The man who was let down "through
the tiling with his couch into the midst before JESUS"
was not only "sick of the palsy," but he was sick with a
sense of his sins. The LORD JESUS, to whom "all things are
naked an('opened," could read his heart. He saw that the man
was not ouly saddened because of his bodily helplessness, but he
was sad at heart because, being convicted by the HOLY GHOST, he
knew'" the plague of his own heart." He knew he was a sinner,
and he longed for deliverance from the burden of sin. To him the
LORD JESUS graciously said: "Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be
fo'rgiven thee." What encouragement there is here for the LORD'S
awakened people! What comfort does this precious incident
bring. to their hearts! One of the great blessings promised in
"the everlasting Covenant" is the forgiveness of sins. "I will

•

The Gospel Magazine

259

be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and iniquities
will I remember no more."
He who welcomed the man who-was sick of the palsy will welcome
thee, 0 sin-burdened one. As the Surety of the Covenant He hath
died for thy sins, and suffered their penalty. Thou art indeed a
sinner and canst not say a good word for thyself, but He who
" suffered for sins, the just for the unjust," says to thee in His word,
" Be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee." "I have blotted
out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and as a cloud, thy sins.
Return unto Me; for I have redeemed thee." Oh, how blessed
it is if He says to our souls, "I am thy salvation."
Secondly, the LORD says, "Be of good cheer" to His timid and
trembling people (Matt. ix. 22, see Greek).
The woman who "touched the hem of His garment" and was
i=ediately cured had hoped to gain the benefit of His healing
power privately and secretly_ For her good, however, and for
the good of all His people in after ages, as well as for His own glory,
the LORD said: "Who touched Me ~ And He looked round about
to see her that had done this thing" (Mark v. 31, 32). "And whim
the woman saw that she was not hid, she came trembling, and
falling down before Him, she declared unto Him before all the
people for what cause she had touched Him;" and how she was
healed i=ediately'" (Luke viii. 47).
"Fearing and trembling" (Mark v. 33) lest He should rebuke
her for the secret manner in which she had obtained the cure of
her malady, "she fell down and told Him all the truth." No
rebuke, however, came from His lips, but tenderly and lovingly
He said, "Daughter, be of good comfort [literally, "be of good
cheer "]; thy faith hath made thee whole" (Matt. ix. 22). So if
you have touched the hem of His garment, and been C'UIed of your
spiritual malady, you need not fear that He will rebuke you.
Your touch of faith cannot defile Him, nor is it unwelcome to Him.
Nay, he it is who has bestowed upon you the desire to approach
Him and the faith in His healing and saving power. He welcomes
all who come to Him. He says, " All that the FATHER giveth-Me
shall come to Me; and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast
out" (John vi. 37). Does He call you to confess Him before men
and to bear testimony to His saving powllr and grace ~ Be not
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afraid! He will say to your soul: "Be of good cheer," "Thy
faith hath made thee whole; go in peace."
" She, too, who touched Thee in the press,
And healing virtue stole,
Was answered, 'Daughter, go in peace,
Thy faith hath made thee whole.' "
Thirrlly, He says, "Be of good cheer" to His toiling, struggling
and storm-tossed people (Matt. xiv. 27; Mark vi. 50).
The disciples were in the ship "in the midst of the sea, tossed
with waves, for the wind wa,s contrary." "He saw them toiling
in rowing," " and about the fourth watch of the night He cometh
unto them, walking upon the sea." When they saw Him they
"cried out," and" were troubled," "and immediately He talked
with them, and saith unto them, Be of good cheer: it is I; be not
afraid."
GOD'S people to-day are tossed with contrary winds. Theyare
"toiling in rowing" doWn here. But from the mountain of the
heavenly Zion their glorified LORD sees them and sympathizes
with them, and on the morning of the Resurrection He will appear
in majesty and glory for their deliverance. Meanwhile, however,
He now appears on their behalf, and calms their troubled souls.
He appears, too, in the majesty of His power in earthquakes and
storms and political convulsions, working "all things after the
counsel of His own will" and for the good of His people. Such
manifestations of His power and presence need cause His people
no alarm. To them He says, at all times, "Be of good cheer:
it is I; be not afraid." It is said that during an earthquake the
inhabitants of a small village were very much alarmed, and they
were at the same time surprised at the calmness of an old lady
whom they all knew. "Are you not afraid ~ " said one of them,
addressing the old lady. " No," was her reply, "I rejoice to know
that I have a GOD that can shake the world."
Fourthly, He says, "Be of good cheer" to His persecuted people.
"These things I have spoken unto you, that in Me ye might have
peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of
good cheer; I have overcome the world" (John xvi. 33).
Persecution is the appointed portion of the followers of Him
who was "despised and rejected_of men." "If they have perse-
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cuted Me, they will also persecute you." "If ye were of the world,
the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the
world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world
hateth you" (John xv. 19, 20).
The more we identify ourselves with Him, the more we shall
be rejected by the world. Even the so-called Christian world
will reject us. But in view of .all this our LORD and MASTER says:
" In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I
have overcome the world."
Be not discouraged, then, ye persecuted children of GOD. Tribulation, distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, peril or sword
may more or less be your portion, but none of these things can
separate you from the love of CHRIST. " Nay, in all these things
we are more than conquerors through Him that loved us " (Rom.
viii. 35-37). Moreover," If we suffer, we shall also reign with
Hi m. "
Lasuy, He says, "Be of good cheer" to His desponding people
(Acts xxiii. 11).
The great Apostle to the Gentiles was a prisoner in Jerusalem.
He had long cherished the desire to visit Rome, and had written
to that effect to the saints of God in Rome (Rom. i. 10-13; xv.
24-32).
Now, however, it seemed as if his hopes would be blasted, and
probably his heart began to fail. At this juncture in his experience
" The LORD stood by him, and said, Be of good cheer, Paul: for as
thou hast testified of Me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness
also at Rome." Thus He comforted and encouraged the heart
of His desponding disciple. So, dear friends, the Lord stands by
His people to-day. He cheers their hearts and frustrates. the
designs of Satan against them.
" Be of good cheer," then, ye sin-burdened, trembling, toiling,
persecuted and desponding people of God. Take heart of
courage.
" Fear not, 0 little flock, the foe
Who madly seeks your overthrow,
Nor dread his rage and power :
What though your courage sometimes faints,
His seeming triumph o'er GOD'S saints
Lasts but a little hour.
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" Be of good cheer: your cause belongs
To Him who can avenge your wrongs;
Then leave it to your LORD;
Though hidden yet from all our eyes,
He sees the Gideon who shall rise
To save us and His word.

" As true as GoD'S own word is true,
Not earth nor hell with all their crew
Against us shall prevail.
A jest and byword are they grown;
God is with us, we are His own,
Our victory cannot fail.
" Amen, LORD JESUS, grant our prayer,
Great Captain, now thine arm make bare;
Fight for us once again ;
So shall the saints and martyrs raise
A mighty chorus to Thy praise,
World without end. Amen."

Bath.

THOMAS HOUGHTON.

STRENGTH IN WEAKNESS.
GAL. vi. 3: "For if a man think himself to be something when he is
nothiruj, he decei1Jeth hinuelf."

WE have no strength. We live and move and have our being in
God; but we are apt to suppose omselves to be somewhat, that our
mountain stands strong, and that we shall never be moved. When
Peter walked on the water, he was supported by the power of Jesus.
He was in a situation in which none had been placed before; but had
he become vain of the distinction, ascribing it to his superiority over
others, he would have deceived himself. The thought would have
withdrawn his mind from Him who said" Come," and he would have
begun to sink, as he actually did when his attention was drawn away
by the fury of the wind. Nothing can more beautifully illustrate the
Christian life. As it was naturally impossible that the water should
support Peter, so i,t is naturally impossible that any child of fallen
Adam should walk in "the way of holiness." But He who called
Peter has called the believer; and the power of His grace supports
him till the storm of life is over, and he is received in the everlasting
arms of Him Who condescended to be his Forerunner in passing through
this waste howling wilderness, and Who trampled on the last enemy,
that by the contemplation of His empty grave we might go over
Jordan dryshod.-Haldane, on the Epistle to the Galatians.
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OUR PASSOVER.

" Ohrist our passover is sacrificed for us: therefore let us keep the
feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and
wickedness,. but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and
truth" (1 COR. v. 7, 8).
the Apostle wrote these words, his thoughts went back
to that memorable night in the history of the children of Israel
when they slew a lamb for their several households, and sprinkled
its blood on the doorposts of their houses.
On that occasion the LORD passed through the land of Egypt,
and smote all the firstborn of the Egyptians, but the firstborn
of the children of Israel were safe and secure, for <Md had said,
" When I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall
not be upon you to destroy you." Now the Apostle, taught by
the Spirit, saw that the lamb slain on that occasion was a type
of Christ, the Lamb of God." Hence he says, " Christ our passover
[or Paschal Lamb] is sacrificed for us." Moreover, he saw that the
feast which followed t~e slaying of the lamb was a type of the continual feast which the redeemed people of God are instructed to
keep. Hence, he says, " Therefore let us keep the feast."
When, therefore, we read the account of the passover in the
twelfth chapter of Exodus, we see a typical setting forth of Christ
as the passover and the feast of His people.
Observe then, first, that Ohrist is our passover.
The word "passover" is sometimes used of the feast as a whole,
extending as it did from the 14th to the 21st day of the month
Nisan. This is its meaning when we read, "And the pasSO'OO1', a
feast of the Jews, was nigh" (John vi. 4). The word is, however,
also used of the lamb which was slain on the occasion when the
feast was observed. This is its meaning in the passage, "Then
came the day of unleavened bread, when the passover must be
killed" (Luke xxii. 7). This is also the meaning of the word in
the passage we are considering, "Christ our passover [or Paschal
Lamb] is sacrificed for us."
He is our Paschal Lamb, the Lamb provided by God to be,the
WHEN
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holy substitute for all the Israel of God: All the people of God,
to whatever nationality they belong, have an interest in the atoning
death of the Lamb of God. They can sing ;" But Christ, the heawnly Lamb,
Takes all our sins away;
A Sacrifice of nobler name,
~,And richer blood than they.
Believing, we rejoice
To see the curse remove;
We bless the Lamb with cheerful voice,
And sing His bleeding love! "
The passover lamb was to be " without blemish," and the Lord's
people were redeemed "with the precious blood of Christ, as of
a lamb without blemish and without spot, Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest
in these last times " (1 Peter i, 19, 20). Having no sins of His own,
our Paschal Lamb could die for the sins of His people. He could
offer Himself" without spot to God."
He was slain once for all to secure the deliverance of His people
from the eternal death which they deserved. Israel's firstborn,
as well as the firstborn of the Egyptians, would have been smitten
with death if the lamb had not been slain in their stead, and eternal
death would have been the portion of the people of God had not
Christ the Lamb of God died in their room and place.
It is written, "Cursed is every one that continueth not in all
things which are written in the book of the law to do them."
Blessed be God, however, all believers can say: "Christ hath
redeemed us' from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us "
(Gal. iii. 10, 13). The blood of the passover lamb was to be
sprinkled "on the two side posts and on the upper doorposts of
the houses" of the children of Israel, and God said, "When I see
the .blood, I will pass over you." Israel's firstborn were safe
because they were under the shelter of the blood (Exod. xii. 7, 12,
13, 22, 23). j
So God's people "have redemption through His blood, the
forgiveness of sins according to the riches of His grace" (Eph. i. 7).
They have come "to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better
things than that of Abel." Their hearts are "sprinkled from an
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evil conscience." The blood of Christ has purged their conscience
from dead works to serVe the living God.
Dear fellow-believers, let us never forget that we owe everything
to His blood. We are" justified by His blood," sanctified by Ris
blood, "redeeflled" by His blood, "made nigh" by His blood,
cleansed by His blood, "washed" by Ris blood. We overcome
by His blood, and hereafter we shall stand before the throne of God
and before the Lamb, because we are washed and made" white in
the blood of the Lamb" (Rev. vii. 9, 14, 15).
The late Mr. C. H. Spurgeon, realizing how much he owed to
the atoning blood of the Lamb, expressed his thoughts in the words
of Cowper;" E'er since, by faith, I saw the stream
Thy flowing wounds supply,
Redeeming love has been my theme,
And shall be till I die."
We may also add in the language of the same poet;" Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood
Shall never lose its power,
Till all the ransomed Church of God
Be saved to sin no more."
Note further, that Christ is also our feast.

The slaying of the passover lamb and the sprinkling of its blood
were followed by a feast (Exod. xii. 6-10, 14--20). The children
of Israel were to. feed upon the lamb. So Christ is the spiritual
food of His people. Re says, "As the living Father hath sent
Me, and I live by the Father, so he that eateth Me, even he shall
live by Me" (John vi. 57). The whole of the paschal lamb was
to. be eaten. So we are to feed upon Christ in all the aspects in
which Re is set forth in " the scripture of truth."
The feast which believers are instructed to keep is a continual
feast. It is not confined to one month in the year as was the
paBBover feast. We are to feed upon Christ every day. Re is our
daily food. There is no reference here to the Lord's supper. That
ordinance is one occasion, when the Lord's people, calling to mind
His dying on their behalf, do feed upon Him in their hearts by faith,
but apart from this ordinance Christ is the food of His people. A
feast is a time of joy'. Believers· are always to rejoice in the Lord.
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The feast which believers are to keep is an unleaooned feast.
There must be no leaven connected with it. Leaven is a symbol
of evil and corruption. Our Lord said, "Beware of the leaven of
the Pharisees and of the Sadducees," by which He meant their evil
doctrine (Matt. xvi. 6, 12).
Leaven is -also used to symbolize hypolYTisy. "Beware ye of the
leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypol>risy" (Luke xii. 1). In
the passage we are considering, leaven is used of evil thoughts and
evil living, The passover lamb was to be eaten with" unleaooned
bread." So believers are to feed upon Christ" not with the old
leaven, nei.ther with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with
the unIeavened bread of sincerity and truth." There must be no
toleration of false doctrine nor of sin by those who feed upon Christ
as their spiritual food. How can they delight in Him and delight
in error and sin at the same time .~ God's people need to beware
of false prophets and of the false doctrines which they teach.
They need to beware of cherishing sin in their lives. "The grace
of God that bringeth salvation" teaches us " that denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously and
godly, in this present world, looking for that blessed hope."
Dear fellow-believers, let us recall with gratitude and praise the
glorious fact that" Christ our passover is sacrificed [lit. was slain]
for us," and let us feed upon Him by faith" with the unIeavened
bread of sincerity and truth," remembering that" The foundation
of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them
that are His. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ
depart from iniquity" (2 Tim. ii. 19).
Bath.
THOMAS HOUGHTON.
IT becomes the great God to grant great things. When you ask
great things, you ask such as it becomes God to give, "Whose mercy
is great above the heavens." Nothing under heaven can be too great
for Him to give. The greater things He bestows, the greater glory'
redounds to His Name.-D. Clarkson.
GOD'S will obtains and hath the upper hand everywhere. We may
well 'say, "Who hath resisted His will?" Many, indeed, disobey,
and sin against the will of His precept; but none ever did, none ever
shall, frustrate or obstruct the will of His purpose; for He will do all
His pleasure, and in His way mountains shall become a plain.-W. SkUer.
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WELLSPRINGS.

" And there shall be a tabernacle for a shadow in the day-time from the
heat, and for a place of refuge, and for a covert from storm and from
. "1
. 6.
ratn.
- SA. IV.
~
THESE words were brought home to the writer's heart with peculiarly
sweet power in a time of need. How varied the needs of His people
are is known only to Him Who is the God of all their way; and it is
as their needs arise that they prove how His goodness is toward them
in all. There comes a time of hedging up, of exceeding straitness;
such a narrow way! Complex to hands and heart and head! Thronging duties press heavily, and the threatened cloud of sorrow begins to
throw its darkening pall; and whilst the heart, under gracious sustaining, can sing, "It is the Lord Who can sustain, beneath the heaviest
load," there is a conscious sorrowing that there seems no "sweet
converse to maintain" ; only a momentary withdrawal to snatch
as it were a word, or " eat angels' food" ere the sun has melted it.
There is an aching void, a longing to turn aside by the shepherd's tent,
and follow the footsteps of the flock. "Sit down beneath His shadow" :
" Cease this wandering, heart," and" be still to hear the whispers of
His love." It is at these seasons He proves to His children, when they
are in the path of duty of His choosing, how infinitely superior He is
to it all, and how He is " able to keep that which they have committed
to Him." Yes, Jesus can and does supply all the soul's need and that
according to the exceeding riches of His grace. So He supplied the
word which heads this paper. It was a message on a little roll in a
basket of " Exceeding Great and Precious Promises," lovingly, deftly
and prayerfully put together by a dear young disciple. Will she not
be encouraged to know her labour was not in vain in the Lord ~ That
there was a message-a faithful promise-a precious reminder-from
her Lord and mine, that" There shall be a tabernacle for a shadow in
the day-time from the heat, and for a place of refuge, and for a covert
from storm and from rain." It was enough! Jesus was there. He
made Himself a sweet revelation and granted a feast to the yearning
heart so hungry for His return.
.
The heading of the chapter notes how, "in the extremity of
evils, Christ's kingdom shall be a sanctuary." There is always,
in every adverse circumstance, this sanctuary left His people.
A sanctuary in the wilderness, a tabernacle from the heat, a
hiding-place, a refuge. It is of His provision, for well He knows
His people and all their pilgrim days and ways.
They journey
through an enemy's land; divers temptations overtake them; assaults
of the Evil One molest; they are at warfare with the evil of their own
hearts ;-enemies without are bad enough, but the chief and worst
enemy is within, their own evil heart. "Gad, a troop shall overcome
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him, but he shall overcome at the last." A troop against a representative man! Fearful odds. But, no; an Unseen Power is at hand. A
troop may advance upon poor Gad, but" rejoice not against me, 0
mine enemy; when I fall, I shall arise; when I sit in darkness, the
Lord shall be a light unto me." Like every one of those for whom
He fights, presently poor Gad shall be brought off "more than
conqueror."

Let us take the words of our text as they stand. "There shall be a
tabernacle." A Divine assertion, "There shall be." No uncertain
promise this! No afterthought for provision if such and such emergency should arise! No. There would be heat; so, assuredly, there
would be provided a grateful shadow from it. What is this tabernacle?
Is it not Jesus, of Whom it was declared, "the tabernacle of God is
with man"? God was " manifest in the flesh." He took upon Him
the form of man. Jesus was His human name. He dwelt among us
in that Body prepared for Him by the Holy Ghost. Thus He can feel
for His people and share all their sorrows. He can weep with those
that weep and, having been compassed about with infirmity yet without
sin, He knows what sore temptations mean; can feel for the throbbing,
sorrowing heart, for He has felt the same! A Tabernacle. A Tent
upraised in the hot, sandy desert; to give shelter from the sun's
scorching rays. Oh! what rest to the burning feet after treading arid
plains! How cool! How refreshing and grateful to turn in and find
the shelter all that it promised to be ! He is this Tabernacle for His
people-Jesus, their Elder Brother, Who bore all the fiery heat of the
law, exhausted the Divine Justice, endured the wrath of the Holy One
against sin, and thus made this Divine provision for the souls of His
people, that they may find relief where He found none, love where
He met with hatred, a refuge where He found no man tu care for His
soul. Oh! how wondrously full of Divine mercy is this God-made
provision for us, His unworthy children! "A Man shall be as an
hiding-place from the wind, and a covert from the tempest; as rivers
of water in a dry place, as thc shadow of a great rock in a weary land."
"Great Rock, for weary sinners made,
When storms of sin distress the soul;
Here let me rest my weary head
When lightnings blaze and thunders roll.
" Within the clefts of His dear side,
There all His saints in safety dwell;
And what from Jesus shall divide?
Not all the rage of earth nor hell.
" Blessed with the pardon of her sin,
My soul beneath Thy shade would lie,
And sing the love that took me in,
While others sank in sin to die.
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"0 sacred covert from the beams
That on the weary traveller beat;
How welcome are Thy shade and streams!
How blessed, how sacred, and how sweet!"
Our minds also revert to the tabernacle in the wilderness: that
wonderful, movable tent covered with its dark badger skins-Jehovah's
pr(fl)ision for the children of Israel in their wilderness march. But
more than that! It was indicative of Jehovah's Presence with His
children all their journey through. "This is He, that was in the
church in the wilderness with the angel which spake to him (Moses) in
the Mount Sinai." And surely" the angel" was none other than the
Messenger of the Covenant. How great their need was! But how
J ehovah's provision and presence exceeded greatly their need! Let
us never forget that it is when we are in trouble that our God is most
nigh; and that it is when we most feel in our dire extremity the need to
hide from the storm and from the fury of the oppressor that He reveals
Himself as our Refuge. The mountains may shake, the seas roar in their
restlessness and be troubled, but God !-Stay thy troubled heart, believer,
upon those two brief but exhaustive words, and consider what God is ;
Who.He is; what He has been; and what He has promised to be; and
presently you will find yourself among those" inhabitants of the Rock,"
of whom their strong God has said, "let them sing."
One's mind is carried forward from the type to the reality; from
the time·state to the glorious consummation, when the Heavenly City
is seen in the Apocalyptic vision as having " no temple therein; for
the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it." A temple
in a city, and that temple God! The city "having the glory of God,"
and "her light like unto a stone most precious, even like unto a
jasper stone, clear as crystal!" Gloriously transparent! Transcendently bright! All glorious ,vithin and without. "The Lamb is
all the glory of I=anuel's land." "The Lamb is the light thereof"
in His sevenfold perfection. "The God shines gracious through the
Man, and sheds sweet glories on them all."
Then we have another simile in our t<lxt. "A place of refuge."
" God is our Refuge and Strength, a very present help in trouble,"
says the Psalmist; and again, "The Lord also will be a refuge "-(an
high place, the margin says)-" for the oppressed, a refuge in times of
trouble." Of" the poor" it is written, " The Lord is his refuge." "In
the shadow of Thy wings ,viII I make my refuge," said David, when
he fled from Saul. And later he sings his song of deliverance to Him,
Who" hast been my defence and my refuge in the day of my trouble."
It was likewise because of his many dangers and many deliverances
that the Lord's dear servant could say the Lord was his " strong refuge" :
for he says, " I looked on my right hand, and beheld, but there was no
man that could know me: refuge failed me; no man cared for my soul.
I cried unto Thee, 0 Lord; I said, Thou art my refuge and my portion
in the land of the living." Child of God, you who know anything of
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the varied exercises of soul, the conflicts without and within, the deadly
and daily oppression of the enemy, the walking in darkness and having
no light ;-do you not also know something to your comfort of this
wonderful Refuge 1 Oh! the sweet, stable. and solid comfort of
th()se words, "The Name of the Lord is a strong tower, the righteous
runneth into it and is safe." "Runneth," implies need of haste to
escape. Our text says, "from storm and from rain." These are
emblematical of Divine judgments. They do His bidding and accom·
plish His purpose. They come down as the blast of the terrible one
upon a guilty people and land. But His children are hidden; the
saints have been gathered into their Refuge, even the Name of the
Lord. 'Vhat a contrast between the two ways of "knowing His
Name": "That men may know that Thou, Whose Name alone is
Jehovah, art the most high over all the earth." Worldly men shall
know this" most high" Name in His righteous judgments; but of His
children it is blessedly declared, "They that know Thy Name will put
their trust in Thee." Dwell much upon this Name, dear reader; this
Name that indeed is Wonderful. Who is the High and Holy One,
inhabiting Eternity, and yet dwelling with him also who is of a lowly
and contrite spirit? Truly His Name is " sweet in a believer's ears."
Thus does our Hiding-Place become our Praising-Place. He Who
is His people's Refuge is worthy of all adoration and praise. " Songs
of deliverance" are well-fitted to the lips of those .who have proved
their God to be their Hiding-place and Preservation from trouble. He
is His people's Sanctuary, and there will He be worshipped.
" Jesus, before Thy face I fall,
My Lord, my Life, my Hope, my All;
For I have nowhere else to flee,
No sanctuary, Lord, but Thee.
"In Thee, I every glory view
Of safety, strength, and beauty, too',
Beloved Saviour, ever be
A Sanctuary unto me.
"Through life and all its changing scenes,
And all the grief that intervenes,
'Tis this supports my fainting heart,
That Thou my Sanctuary art."
Beloved reader, " it were a well-spent journey, though seven deaths
lay between," to prove, as His children assuredly do, the help, the
faithfulness, the love and mercy, yea, all the blessings, of the way in
which their Strong Deliverer is unto them" a tabernacle for a shadow
in·the day-time from the heat, and for a place of refuge, and for a covert
from storm and from rain."
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GATHERED.

8ERMON PREACHED IN ST. LUKE'S CHURCH, SOUTHSEA, ON SUNDAY,
SEPTEMBER 22ND, 1867, BY THE REV. J. W. GOWRING, B.A.

" 0 give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,. for His mercyendureth
for ever. Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, whom He hath
redeemed from the hand of the enemy: and gathered them out of the
lands from the east, and from the west, from the north, and from
the south."-PSALM cvii. 1-3.

How many are the grounds that we have for thankfulness and praise!
If we were led more to dwell on these, we should find that there would
he no room for complaining. How many even are the temporal
mercies we daily receive, and for which we should give thanks: such
mercies are not excluded from this Psalm, although it treats chiefly of
greater and richer ones.
The ground 'for thanksgiving here is, that the Lord" is good." And
how is that goodness shown 1 "For His mercy endureth for ever."
But who are to take up the language of this Psalm 1 " Let the redeemed
of the Lord say so, whom He hath redeemed from the hand of the
enemy." It is such that the Lord wills should give thanks to Him,
and on this ground, that He " is good, for His mercy endureth for ever."
. Mark the tokens here given of the Lord's family, the Lord's living
children. They are the redeemed of the Lord, whom He hath,gathered.
W.e will consider these two particulars as connected with the Lord's
family, " redeemed and gathered"; first dwelling on the last one.
Ah! the Lord's people are a gathered people, out of all lands, from
the east, west, north, and south. "Redeemed to God, out of every
kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation." We are told in Acts
xv. 14, that God visits the Gentiles to take" a people for His name."
He takes a people for His name, and they are taken from the whole
world. It is with the Gospel that our blessed Lord visits the nations,
and when He sends the Gospel to be preached, He has a purpose to be
accomplished thereby. "My word shall not return unto Me void,
but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the
thing whereto I sent it." God knows wherefore He sends it, He has a
good pleasure with reference, to it, and thus it is writtjln, "the great
trumpet shall be blown, and they shall come which were ready to
perish." It is thus they are gathered "one by one" (Isaiah xxvii.
12, 13). An old writer says the arithmetic of heaven is by ones. "I
will take you one of a city, and two of a family (or tribe), and I will
bring you to Zion." This work of gathering is God's special work.
" Ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building." The gospel trumpet
is to be blown, for thereby God gathers His people. Under the
L~vitical dispensation, ,the trumpet sounded when the tribes were to
remove; there was a distinction of sound, so that the tribes knew
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which were to go forward. " If the trumpet give an uncertain sound,
who shall prepare himself to the battle 1" When the Lord causes the
gospel trumpet to be sounded, there must be a distinction in the sound;
the Lord causes His voice to be heard. "Verily, verily, I say unto
YOl;, the hour cometh, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice
6f the Son of God; and they tha,t hear shall live." Those who are
brought to hear that voice are mauifested as belonging to the Lord's
-family. "He that is of God, heareth God's words." We know not
what the Lord's purposes may be: the gospel trumpet is to be blownthe bow to be drawn at a venture. "A certain man drew a bow at a
venture, and smote the King of Israel between the joints of the harness"
(1 Kings xxii. 34). If in this case the Lord directed the arrow, how
much more does the Lord direct the arrow of conviction into the heart
of the sinner. "Thine arrows are sharp in the hearts of the king's
enemies, whereby the people fall under Thee" (Psalm xlv. 5). When
God's time comes' for this, it will not fail that the people shall be
gathered to Him; as we read in Ephes. i. 10, "That in the dispensation of the fulness of times, He might gather together in one all things
in Christ." The true meauing of the word " gather" in this place, is,
head up, i.e., the making manifest of those who in the eternal purpose
of God constitute the members of Christ's body. "Thine eyes did see
my substance yet being imperfect; and in Thy book were all my
members written, which in continuance were fashioned when as yet
there was none of them," or, as it is in the margin, "What days they
should be fashioned" (Psalm cxxxix. 16). Christ is the Head, and
He will not be without the members of His body. "For as the body
is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body,
being many, are one body; so also is Christ" (1 Cor. xii. 12). Christ
is not complete without the members of His body, and they are to be
gathered to Him. Mark how this is set forth in Ezekiel xxxvii. The
prophet was set down in the valley which was full of bones, and
" behold, there were very many in the open valley; and 10, -they were
very dry, and he said unto me, Son of man, can the..<e bones live 1 and
I answered, 0 Lord God, Thou knowest." The prophet knew !le could
not make them live; but" that which is impossible with men, is
possible with God." We know from God's Word, and we know from
experience, that if 10,000 ministers were brought together to try and
convert one individual, they must utterly fail, for conversion is the
work of God the Holy Spirit. "Then will I teach transgressors thy
ways; and sinners shall be converted unto Thee (Psalm li. 13). We
are sure that God would not send His Gospel to be preached unless He
had a people to be gathered. Mark the Lord's message which the
prophet had to declare. "Prophesy unto these bones, and say unto
them, 0 ye dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus saith the
Lord God unto these bones, Behold I will cause breath to enter into
you, and ye shall live, and I will lay sinews upon you, and will bring
up flesh upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you,
and ye shall live, and ye shJlll know that I am the Lord." It begins
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with saying" I will cause breath to enter into you," it ends with saying,
" I will put breath in you." And phe prophet said, "I prophesied as I
was commanded, and as I prophesied there was a noise, and behold a
shaking, and the bones came together, bone to his bone, and when I
beheld, 10 the sinews and the flesh came up upon them, and the skin
covered them above; but there was no breath in them." Then there
was a further prophecy. "Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy,
Son of man, and say to the wind, Thus saith the Lord God, come
from the four winds, 0 breath, and breathe upon these slain, that
they may live." There was a noise, a shaking, and the bones
coming together, and this answers to the gathering; then the full
manifestation when they stood up a living army. " So I prophesied
as He co=anded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived,
and stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great army." Observe
what the Lord promised at the beginning, as well as at the end of
the message, even to bestow His Spirit, typified here by the breath;
and then, when the prophet had declared this message, the result was
outwardly seen, for there was a noise, a shaking. Whence comes this
noise, this shaking, but from the work of the Holy Spirit in dead
sinners 1 When therefore we observe" a noise, a shaking," we are
sure that the Lord has been first there.
"Known unto God are all His works, from the beginning of the
world." I quote this from Acts XV., where it occurs in connection with
the gathering out of a people for the Lord's name. These" works"
are not so much then the works of creation or providence, but the
Lord's own people as His work, for a true Christian is God's workmanship (see Ephes. ii. 10). Why did He send Philip into the desert 1
Philip knew not, but the Lord knew. The work is His; the power is
His alone. If He causes breath to enter into the dead soul, if He says,
" Live, live" (Ezek. xvi 6), no power of hell can keep such an one the
slave of the devil. No," the Lord rebuke thee, 0 Satan; even the
Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem, rebuke thee: is not this a brand
plucked out of the fire 1 " (Zech. iii. 2). And that which it set forth
in the Scriptures as to this choice is, that it was "from before the
foundation of the world" (Eph. i. 4). "We are bound to give thanks
alway to God for you brethren, beloved of the Lord, because God hath
from the beginning chosen you to salvation, through sanctification of
the Spirit, and belief of the truth: whereunto He hath called you by
our gospel" (2 Thess. ii. 13, 14). We know not what God's secret
purpose may be with regard to any, till it is manifested. Who would
have thought that Saul of Tarsus, breathing out threatenings and
slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, was one of the Lord's
ehosen ones 1 Who would have thought that Zaccheus, sitting at the
receipt of custom, and from mere curiosity desiring to see Jesus as He
passed, was a chosen vessel of mercy 1 Jesus said, "This day is
,salvation come to this house, for so much as he also is a son of Abraham.
For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost."
Yes, the Lord knows His own, and He will surely gather them out.
18
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But our text states it is the redeemed who are to give thanks. " 0
give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good: for His mercy endureth for
ever. Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, whom He hath redeemed
from the hand of the enemy; and gathered them," etc. We find the
Epistle of Peter addressed to "the strangers scaUered throughout
Pontus," etc. A scattered people, but they are brought home; "ye
were as· sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd
and Bishop of your souls" (chap. ii. 25). "Redeemed from the hand
of the ·enemy." How is any sheep brought to the shepherd 1 He
goes after it till He finds it. Jesus is the Good Shepherd, Who says,
" other sheep I have, them also T must bring." The sheep then are
brought; the shepherd brings them. What is the sign of any being
brought to Him, but this, "They shall hear My voice ?" "My sheep
hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me" (John x. 27).
The scattered ones are brou\lht b.ome, "which in time past were not
a people, but are now the people of God." How does the Holy Ghost
address them 1 and not ouly them, but all in these days, who are found
of the shepherd and brought home to the fold 1 It is then an important
consideration, Has the Lord sought you 1 Has He found you and then
laid you upon His shoulder 1 Has He shown you that you are His own
sheep 1 How does He deal with those that have been brought home 1
"He putteth forth His own sheep, He goeth before them and leadeth
them out." It may be through the wilderness, but it is that they
may" find pasture: " the fold is a place of safety, rather than for food.
Well, then, how does the Holy Ghost address such 1 "Forasmuch
as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as
silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition
from your fathers; but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb
without blemish, and without spot" (I Peter i. 18, 19). It is " forasmuch as ye know," reminding them from whaJ, they were redeemeddelivered from bondage-from slavery to sin-from the god of this
world: and redeemed, not with corruptible things, but with the
precious blood of Christ. And what must we say of that blood 1
What is declared in the Epistle to the Hebrews 1 "Now the God of
peace that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that Great
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting Covenant"
(chap. xiii. 20). In the everlasting Covenant, in the councils of the
Eternal Three, it was settled that God should send "forth His Son,
made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them that were
under the law;" it was written in the volume of the book, that in the
fulness of time He should come; " Then said I, La, I come; in the volume
of the book it is written of Me, I delight to do Thy will, 0 My God"
(Psalm xl. 8). Christ came to redeem His people from the curse of the
law, "being made a curse for them." What did this involve 1
Blood must be shed; for" without shedding of blood there is no
remission." He shed His blood-it was the blood of the everlasting
Covenant. The God of peace brought again from the dead our Lord
Jesus-through the blood of the everlasting Covenant. "He was
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declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the Spirit of
holiness, by the resurrection from the dead" (Rom. i. 4). "Let all
the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same
Jesus, Whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ." Having
obtained eternal redemption, He is entered into heaven itself, "being
made so much better than the angels, as He hath by inheritance (i.e.,
by everlasting covenant appointment) obtained a more excellent name
than they," and that for this very end, "that He might gather together
in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on
earth;" part of the Church being glorified spirits in heaven, and part
yet on this earth to be made manifest as the members of His body.
" Father, I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me
where I am ;" the Father will not fail to bring to Him those" given"
to Him. "No man can come to Me, except the Father which hath sent
Me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day. It is written
in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto
Me" (John vi. 44, 45). Jesus declares, "I lay down My life for the
sheep; " that precious blood which He shed washed out from the book
of God's remembrance all that otherwise would have been there
against His people, and "when He had by Himself purged our sins,
He sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high."
What remains now to be done 1 The hearts of His people must be
purged. Yes, God's elect are brought" through sanctification of the
Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ."
They must be made manifest as the redeemed, and for that end Christ's
Gospel must be preached. "Behold I bring you Gospel of great joy,"
the angel said to the shepherds, "for unto you is born this day in the
city of David a Saviour which is Christ the Lord;" and when the
heavenly host joined in the song, they praised God, saying, "Glory to
God in the highest, and on earth peace, good-will toward men." The
Gospel of Christ proclaims that which brings" Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace, good-will toward men "-who were given
to Christ-whom He redeemed with His precious blood, and for whose
salvation He has all power given Him in heaven and in earth. "Power
over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as the Father
hath given Him; and this is life eternal, that they might know Thee the
only true God, and Jesus Christ Whom Thou hast sent" (John xvii.
2, 3).
Well, here then are the individuals who are called upon to give
thanks; not merely in David's time, but in all times. Are you found
through God's mercy among His redeemed ones 1 Redeemed from the
vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers. Jesus declares of His sheep for whom He laid down His life: "My sheep hear
Myvoice." Have you heard that voice 1 If so, when you read God's
Word, is there the desire to hear what God will speak to you from it 1
Has there been a shaking in your heart, a coming together-is there
the new creation 1 "If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature :
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old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new." Is
Christ precious to you 1 Can you say, " Lord, to whom shall we go 1
Thou hast the words of eternal life. And we believe and are sure that
Thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God" 1 This was the confession of one, of whom Jesus said, " Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona :
for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but My Father
which is in Heaven." Christ must be revealed in the heart-known
in the heart-and confessed with the mouth.
Then what is it the redeemed of the Lord are to say 1 Even that
" He is good." In what way good 1 Look to Psalm xxv. 8, "Good
and upright is the Lord: therefore will He teach sinners in the way."
God teacheth sinners: it. flows from His goodness. Oh the depth of
the " riches of His goodness and forbearance and long-suffering." He
is good. He teacheth sinners in the way. The whole of the 107th
'Psalm sets forth the varied experiences into which God's children may
be brought; but in every case it leads to the same result: "Then
they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, and He saved them out of
their distresses" (13th); or, as in the 20th verse: "He sent His word
and healed them, and delivered them from their destruction.•." What
causes this" distress," but the consciousness of the hiding of God's
countenance 1 "Thou didst hide Thy face, and I was troubled"
(Psalm xxx. 7). If trouble is not felt under the hiding of God's countenance, there would be little sign of such being God's children. But
when brought, after crying to the Lord, to experience the deliverance,
what follows 1 "0 that men would praise the Lord for His goodness,
and for His wonderful works to the children of men." "Whoso
offereth Me praise, glorifieth Me." The revenue of praise is what the
Lord expects from His people. "0 give thanks unto the Lord, for
He is good: for His mercy endureth for ever." The word here translated mercy occurs frequently in the Bible, and is as often rendered
goodness and loving-kindness. In this Psalm it is the same Hebrew
word for " mercy," and "goodness." In Psalm xxxvi. 7 and 10, the
word for loving-kindness is the same as for" mercy," in the 5th verse ;
also in Jer. xxxi. 3, it is the same as in the text. "Yea, I have loved
thee with an everlasting love: therefore with loving-kindness have I
drawn thee," or, as it is in the margin, "have I extended lovingkindness to thee." How does God show His mercy 1 Only through
His loving-kindness; see how it is spoken of in the Epistle to Titus :
"After that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man
appeared. Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but
according to His mercy He saved us." It was thus David was
taught to pray, "Have mercy upon me, 0 God, according to Thy kJvingkindness; ·according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies, blot
. out my transgressions" (Psalm li. 1). He knew and felt his sin, but
he was not shut up in despair, for he had heard the words, "the Lord
hath put away thy sin." He had not the ioy of salvation, but he knew
what he 'wanted: "Restore unto me. the joy of thy salvation, and
uphold me with thy free spirit." So in another Psalm he says, "Why

•

The Gospel Magazine

0--

277

art thou cast down, 0 my soul 1 and why art thou disquieted within
me 1 Hope thou in God, for I shall yet praise Him for the help of
Hi; countenance." In the margin of your Bibles you will find it is
expressed thus: "His presence is salvation." It was God's presence
that he wanted, for this alone could cheer his heart. He knew how
God showed mercy by extending loving-kindness, and as he had this
knowledge, he could say, "0 give thanks unto the Lord, for He is
good: for His mercy endureth for ever. Let the redeemed of the Lord
say so," etc. The redeemed of the Lord will say so, for they have
tasted that" He is gracious." But we need to exhort one another
daily: "Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another;
and the Lord hearkened and heard it, and a book of remembrance was
written before Him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought
upon His name; and they shall be Mine, saith the Lord of Hosts, in
that day when I make up My jewels; and I will spare them, as a man
spareth his own son that serveth him" (Mal. iii. 16, 17). He then
Who thus spares or pities His children, will not spare the rod. "He
that spareth his rod, hateth his son; but he that loveth him, chasteneth
him betimes (Prov. xiii. 24). "As many as I love, I rebuke and
chasten." Ah! He deals with them in loving-kindness, and they shall
speak of His goodness. " Remember, 0 Lord, Thy tender mercies,
and Thy loving-kindnesses, for they have been ever of old. Remember
not the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions; according to Thy
mercy remember Thou me, for Thy goodness' sake, 0 Lord. Good
and upright is the Lord, therefore will He teach sinners in the way"
(Psalm xxv. 6, 7, 8).
This, then, is the great matter for consideration; what ground
have you to give thanks! Can you take up the language of the 103rd
Psalm! "Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all' His benefits :
Who forgiveth all thine iniquities, Who healeth all thy diseases; Who
redeemeth thy life from destruction, Who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies." It is not said, Who redeemed, but Who
" redeemeth." The language of the greater part of this Psalm is in the
present tense, and therefore it refers to present mercies received and
enjoyed.
The exhortation is for us to give thanks. "0 give thanks unto
the Lord, for He is good: for His mercy endureth for ever." As the
Psalm begins with the assertion that" His mercy (or loving-kindness)
endureth for ever," so it ends with a reference to His loving-kindness or
mercy, for in both cases it is the same word in the Hebrew, " Whoso is
wise and will observe these things, even they shall understand the
loving·kindness of the Lord" (verse 43). Thus the Psalm is shut up
or enclosed in loving-kindnesses, for which we should praise the Lord.
Oh, consider, then, what ground we have for praise. "Thanks be
unto God for His unspeakable gift."
GOD does indeed keep the truth from age to age-how else would
the Book of God have lived !-John Lorinus.
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BURNING HEARTS.
IT is always a sweet subject to the heart of the believer to picture
that quiet country walk in the eveuing to Emmaus of the earnest,
wondering disciples, }Vho were talking together of Jesus, when, without
their recognition, He joined them and was talking to them. "Jesus
Himself." How that word Himself thrills us. Yes, and especially
in this connection. Visible death on the cross, visible placing in the
wmb and sealing, and now Himself walking with them-ResurrectionJife-Jesus Himself. These words were' used on another occasion,
as we read later on in the same chapter, when He said to the assembled,
incredulous disciples elsewhere, " Behold My'hands and My feet, that
it is I myself." What comfort here to dear, bereaved mourners
concerning them that sleep. Christ the First-fruits. He Himself.
Afterward they that are Christ's, they themselves. For we shall be like
Him, when we shall see Him as He is.
Let us dwell on their words, after He had vanished out of their sight,
as they recalled His wonderful words which enlightened their understandings so plainly: "Did not our heart burn within us while He
talked with us by the way, and while He opened to us the Scriptures? "
What blessed retrospect! "Did not our heart burn?" There is
a quickening, warming, vivifying ring in the words, "Did not our
heart burn?" Zeal, love, light all glowing within as the Risen Lord
of love and light talked. Yes, and not only talked to us, but talked
with us. Do you not feel the difference, dear reader? A talking to
implies a condescending, dictatorial mode of conversation, a conversation all on one side; but talking with is-oh! so different; a
gracious familiarity, a sweet friendliness. Well might the heart
burn ,vithin as He Himself thus talked with them. And as He opened
up the Scriptures the vehement flame was kindled more, and thus
more ardent grew the love and more clear the understanding. Why?
Because " He expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the things
concerning Himself." Is it not so now? Do not the hearts of the
Lord's people grow warm as they listen to explanations of the Word
which bring in types and shadows and sayings and breathings of
Himself? Christ is all, and to us He is all in all. Wherever we see
Him, our hearts glow with the sight and sound. Have we not found
it so again and again? How our hearts have clung to the word
preached, or the word read when Himself has been the subject, when
He has shone" through the lattice" of the subject; for He Himself
is our life and joy. "Having Him we all possess," and without Him
" life is a blank indeed." We, too, can say by faith, "Did not our
heart burn within us while He talked with us by the way? "
" A little talk with Jesus,
How it smooths the rugged road.

*

*

*

*

There's nought can yield me comfort
Like a little talk with Him."
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Or.in the words of another sweet hymn :" All unseen the Master walketh
By the toiling servant's side;
Comfortable words He speaketh
While His hands uphold and guide."
Yes, "comfortable words." None know how to "speak to the
heart" like J esU8.
Looking back to patriarchal days, we see how familiar the Lord
was with His people, speaking face to face as a man to his friend.
Alas, the first record is sullied with man's sin, his shame of conscious
sin when Adam " heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the cool
of the day." Delightful is it to read of Enoch walking with God,
and of a surety holding sweet converse, walking and talking. He
walked with God, and he was not, for God took him. How simple,
and yet how full the brief recital of his jourlley home, "was not, for
God took him." Abraham, the friend of God,-what a high, gracious,
distinguished title i-how often he talked with Him; and Moses, too,
who spake so often, and to whom the Lord spake "face to face, as a
man speaketh unto his friend" (Exod. x..."<Xiii. 11). Could love and
grace and condescension any farther go to sinful man than to be
conversed with" as a man speaketh unto his friend" 1 It is sweet
to read of Jesus, when speaking to His loved disciples, calling them
friends. He held converse with them, talked with them, unfolded
His purposes, though they did not comprehend. He walked with
them, and by the way He conversed and sympathized and rejoiced
and comforted and instructed and rebuked, just as friend with friend.
Yes; and now, though walking by faith and not by sight, we are
permitted to converse with Him as we pursue our heavenward way.
Though walking as in a mist, seeing through a glass darkly, we shall
soon see Him as He is, shall see face to face, the Face of a Friend.
"Did not our heart burn within wi while He talked with us 1 "
And only when He talks. He is the Light and the Life. He is the
Dayspring and the Sun.
" My Christ, He is the Heaven of heavens.
My Christ, what shall I call 1
My Christ is first, my Christ is last,
My Christ is all in all."
Did not our heart burn, not to say our minds and understandings
which expanded under His geuial teaching, while He talked to our
hearts. Our hearts glowed as in a furnace while He was speaking.
" Never man spake like this Man." His loved voice is music to the
ear, and to the heart it is, oh! so inexpressibly dear. "The voice of
my Beloved," Who gave Himself for me, and in giving Himself gave
all things. The voice of One Who will never forget, never fail, never
.forsake; the voice that will welcome me in the Father's Home above.
Looking upon this incident by the Holy Spirit's teaching in the
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light of the Resurrection assurance, we see another sweet fact in this
talk by the way in view of His risen life as Forerunner of His people,
and that is memory of the past, and not only so, but the knowledge
also of the clearly worked-out design all through the written word
and the exact fulfilment of prophecy. Seest thou not here, dear
reader, a "shadow of good things to come"? Not only the sweet
recognition and personality, but the looking back upon the way the
Lord led us here below, seeing, in this fair and exquisitely lovely
place, how beautifully each part blended for us. How sublimely the
heaviest crosses were, not merely intermingled with, but actually
developed into, brightest blessings.
How not one word of all
His gracious promises and purposes failed, but how all was moulded
so gently, and so kindly. Yes, then our hearts will glow within us
as we review all the love-led past of our earthly pilgrimage, and it
may be (to slightly transpose the lines of a gifted authoress)"The Lord standing gently by
As our full hearts burn within,
Smiling, perhaps, in His love to hear
Our sweet, sweet talk of Him."
For the theme will be as it was in the walk to Emmaus-Himself.
Our earthly life and circumstances, our deliverances, our whole of
salvation and joy are so entirely His doing and so completely Himself,
that He must needs pervade every thought and every retrospect.
Methinks He will talk with us and explain all,-He Himsel/. We
shall see, then, how slow of heart we were, how faithless, how foolish.
We shall perceive then, in the undimmed light with Him, and
" not till then, how much we owe" to all His love, and patience, and
wisdom in our waywardness and wanderings. We shall see, too,
infinitely more clearly, how much we owe to Him in His great
covenanted salvation wrought out for us in all its entirety by Himself
-wrought out-not only provided by Himself, but begun, continued
and finished. We read in 2 Cor. v. 5, He "wrought us for the self
same thing," that is, immortality, life eternal; not for the earthly,
moving, changing, mortal life of this tabernacle only, but for" a building
of God." Note the expression, dear reader, how entirely salvation is
of the Lord. "An house not made with hands." Here is another
allusion to the completely ',God·furnished character of man's
redemption, " not made with hands." We have nothing to do in it;
it is all wholly God's own work. It is His selection, His purchase,
His own fashioning from beginning to end, " an house not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens." Thus He "wrought us for the selfsame thing," wrought us, created us, constructed us for this sole
purpose, to be the possessors in Christ of everlasting redemption-life.
See also Eph. i. 19, "the exceeding greatness of His power to usward
who believe, according to the working of His mighty power, which He
wrought in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead to His exalted
positlOn on high. Then the climax, "Head over all things to the
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Church, which is His Body, the fulness of Him that filleth all in all."
Just ponder a few moments upon this remarkable expression describing
" the Church, which is His Body," the company of all faithful believers ;
this marvellous expression," the fulness of Him." It is overwhelming
to contemplate the blessed fact that He should employ such a wondrous
sentiment in connection with His dear, redeemed people. "The
fulness of Him that filleth all in all." We say, " Christ is my all in
all," and He reciprocates the love in describing His Church as "the
fulness of Him that filleth all in all." Do notice, dear reader, that
if we are His fulness, yet it is He "that filleth all in all." As we
read in another passage (Col. i. 18, 19), "That in all things He might
have the pre-eminence, for it pleased the Father that in Him should
all fulness dwell." Thus the indissoluble union between Christ and
His Church is inviolate. Her fulness is in Him, and He condescends
to speak of her as His fulness. And through eternity it will be the
same.
" My joy to be for ever with Him,
And His that I am there."
" My joy fulfilled in themselves." "I will see you again, and your
heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you."
Every time we go to the Fountain we find such an inexhaustible
rich supply that our souls are overwhelmed with the abundance and
goodness. And if "the streams on earth" ouly we have tasted,
what will it be to drink at the ocean fulness above, when He shall talk
with us, unfolding all the rich treasures of His grace ? There "the
Bride, the Lamb's wife, having the glory oj God, her light like unto a
stone most precious," will dwell for ever with her Beloved, and abide
under His shadow, close to Him, with great delight. Will not our
heart burn within us there, dear reader 1 And our voices will blend
in harmony with the heart-glow as we behold Him, and beholding,
praise Him. In the sinless, sorrowless land"Unfaltering songs we'll sing,
Unending festival we'll keep
In presence of our King."
NETTlE.

SIN NOT IMPUTED.
•, Ble8sed is the man to wham the Lord will not impute sin."
-ROMANS iv. 8.

WOULD we see the fruit and effect of sin when it broke forth in the
highest part of God's creation, we must consider the case of the fall
of all those angels who kept not their first estate but rose up in rebellion
against the sovereign will of God. God charged them with folly, and
as fools shall not stand in His sight they were cast forth from His
presence, cast down to hell.and bound in chains of darkness unto the
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judgment of the Great Day. That event was one of the things which
Christ, the Faithful and True Witness, had seen and of which He
testified in the days of His flesh. "I beheld Satan as lightning fall
from heaven." Sin was imputed·to Satan and to all his fellowangels in that most awful revolt against the Sovereignty, the Will,
the Truth and the Authority of God, and so they became, and will
ever continue to be, "The devil and his angels."
Would we again see what sin has done, we must look to the breach
of the first Covenant God made with man in Eden. By the transgression of the Covenant of works, Adam, the head and representative of
all mankind, had sin imputed to him and to all mankind in him by
ordinary generation, and therefore he was cast forth from Eden,
the earthly paradise, and deprived of all its benefits.
Adam's posterity are all involved in that breach of God's holy law,
so that those called by grace out of the ruins of fallen mankind are
found to be, in their nature-state, " children of wrath, even as others" ;
the others who are born in, live in, and die in their nature-state of guilt
and condemnation. The entrance of sin into the human race has
brought with it all manner of evils, miseries, distresses, affiictions,
troubles, pains, and deaths.
" Oh! thou hideous monster Sin,
What a curse hast thou brought in ;
All Creation groans through thee,
Pregnant source of misery."
Yes, thorns and thistles the earth brings forth, literally, morally
and spiritually.
Would we further see what sin has done, we must hear the
cry of the rich man who was cast into hell, "where their worm
dieth not; and their fire is not quenched," and see the effect of sin
in the folly still remaining in him expressed in his desire that the
wisdom of God in His appointed way of saving sinners might be set
aside and a way of his own devising substituted for it. But he was
answered: "If they believe not Moses and the prophets, neither will
they be persuaded though one rose from the dead "-such is the deceitfulness of sin and the power of sin in the carnal heart of fallen man.
Would we yet again see what sin has done, would we see it in its
dreadful malignity, with the curse due to it falling upon One Who stood
charged before God with the sins of others, we must see Jesus in His
humiliation, in His sorrows, griefs, sufferings, and death, dying in the
stead of sinners, "the Just for the unjust, that He might bring them
to God." We must, as Mr. Hart says :"See the suffering Son of God,
Panting, groaning, sweating blood!
Brethren, this had never been,
Had not God detested sin.
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"See Him stretched upon the wood,
Bleeding, grieving, crying,
Suffering all the wrath of God,
Groaning, gasping, dying! "
We see the awful effects of sin in His words: "0 My Father, if it be
possible, let this cup pass from Me." "My God, My God, why hast
Thou forsaken Me 1 "
The eternal mind and will of God to impute the sin of all His elect
to His own dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, is set forth most plainly
in the Psalms: "My strength is dried up like a potsherd; and my
tongue cleaveth to my jaws; and Thou hast brought me unto the
dust of death. For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the
wicked have enclosed me; they pierced my hands and my feet" (Ps.
xxii. 15, 16). In another Psalm he speaks as One Who undertook
to come in the flesh to redeem and save; as One.Who delighted to do
the will of God in a way of Suretyship and representative obedience
and suffering; as One with God's law within His heart. He
speaks of sin being imputed to Him, and the doleful nature .and
effect of it. 'Vhat else can these words mean: "For innumerable
evils have compassed me about: mine iniquities have taken hold
upon me " ?-" Mine iniquities"! How else His but by imputation, by
God's making to meet upon Him the iniquities of His elect?
Christ is the wisdom of God in salvation's plan, by bearing our sins
in His own body on the tree. He is the Man of God's right hand, the
Man Who is to us an hiding-place from the wind; the Man Who builds
His house, the Church, upon a Rock, i.e. Himself, the Rock of Ages;
and He is all that, in opposition to the foolish man-the man of sinwho builds his house upon the' sand of wilful disobedience to the Word
of God and the sayings of Jesus; upon the sandy foundation of human
tradition and will-worship..
When Balak sent for Balaam to come and curse God's Israel of old,
Balaam said, "How shall I curse whom God hath not cursed, or how
shall I defy whom the Lord hath not defied 1" He declsres them to be
a blessed people, a separated people, and a righteous people; and when
he goes on to say concerning them that, " He hath not beheld iniquity
in Jacob, nor seen perverseness in Israel," we must understand this
J acob and this Israel to be, strictly speaking, the Elect of God, both
Jew and Gentile, as these stand related to Christ, their Surety, and
are found in union with Him. For"Payment God cannot twice demand,
First at my bleeding Surety's hand,
And then again at mine."
Surely, it must have confounded both Balak and Balaam to hear
such words spoken concerning Israel, and then to find, so shortly after,
wards, twenty and four thousand of them visited-and that by God
Himself-with speedy and swift judgment and death for their iniquity
and perverseness. But the solution is easy to Paul and to all taught

284

The Gospel Magazine

of God: "They are not all Israel who are of Israel"; and so it comes to
pass that the blessed man, "to whom the Lord will not impute sin"
is" an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile."
We find that the character given to Nathanael by the Lord
.Jesus is the very character given to the Church by David and quoted
by Paul: "Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth not
iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile" (Ps. xxxii. 2); and likewise, not on account of inherent holiness, but on account of imputed
righteousness, does the Lord .Jesus in the Song speak of His beloved,
saying, "Thou art all fair, my love; there is no spot in thee" (Cant.
iv. 7).
There is no doubt but sovereign grace breaks down all opposition to
Christ in them that are Christ's in the day of the Lord's power. Thus,
Nathanael's prejudice against Nazareth was broken down when Christ
showed His omniscience and knowledge of him. He then confessed
.Jesus as the Son of God and the King of Israel. The woman of
Samaria owned Him; Nicodemus owned Him; .Joseph of Arimathea
owned Him; Saul owned Him in these )Vords: "Lord, what wilt Thou
have me to do ~" All these sinners, saved by grace, are examples of the
blessed characters to whom the Lord did not impute sin. The blind
man whose eyes the Lord opened and to whom He afterwards revealed
Himself was another; and ·so was the sick of the palsy, to whom the
Lord said, "Thy sins are forgiven thee." David, whose prayer was,
"Lord, be merciful unto me: heal my soul; for I have sinned against
Thee," was another to whom the Lord did not impute sin :-" The Lord
also hath put away thy sin." .Jacob waited for God's salvation, and
for that shall everyone that is godly pray unto God.
Where there is no guile, there is a coming to God by Christ, and
there is a deliverance from the law through Him and by Him; and
where there is no law, sin is not imputed.
This" blessed man" is not a man who is free from sin in the sense of
the doctrine of sinless perfection; for it is the same man we behold in
the glass of Romans vii. groaning under sin and struggling against it,
longing to be personally rid of it, and by faith triumphing in the present
prospect of final deliverance from it through our Lord .Jesus Christ.
To such there is now no condemnation.
It is in God's light His people see light; therefore .Joshua, the high
priest, standing before the Lord clothed in filthy garments, well typifies
God's dear people under deep conviction and consciousness of sin.
But blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin; therefore
the word of sovereign grace goes forth from His presence: "Take
away the filthy garments from him " (Zech. iii. 4).
What a paradox is this blessed man! Sin not imputed to him, and yet
to the end of his days feeling the power of sin! As.John Newton says:
"Yet I mourn my stubborn will,
Find my sins a grief and' thrall ;
Should I grieve for what I feel
If I did not love at all! "

The Gospel Magazine

285

I shall close this meditation with a reference to that part of the
history of J oseph and his brethren which to my mind casts not a little
light upon some of the later experiences of God's own forgiven and
living family, viz., " And when J oseph's brethren saw that their father
was dead, they said, J oseph will peradventure hate us, and will certainly
requite us all the evil which we did unto him " (Gen. I. 15).
And so, even to this very day, when some afflicting or bereaving
providence comes to this "blessed man," he staggers with fear and
trembling, and he feels he needs-and blessed be God he has-the
sympathy of His Divine High Priest and Brother, born to deliver
him from all the adversity of the time state. He has His compassion,
His comfort, His" Fear not"; "for it is not in Me to forgive you
then, and requite you now."
Birkenhead.
G. A.
MEMORIAL LINES.

" Lie down until the morning."-RuTH iii. 13.

•

"LIE down until the morning," 0 beloved,
Until the dawn of everlasting day,
Until earth's clouds, and heavy, hiding shadows
All swiftly flee away.
"Lie down" in thy white raiment, well-becoming
To thee whose soul is white as driven snow
Through that pure blood which cleansed a dying robber,
On Calvary, long ago.
"I.ie down" in thy secure and peaceful chamber
Which looketh toward the solemn East serene;
Which soon will be illumed with golden brightness,
With .radiant sunrise sheen.
"Lie down" with saints who, after heat and burden
Of "Life's long day," have sweetly fallen asleep.
"Lie down" and rest from all thy lowly labours
Of loving-kirldness deep.
" Lie down" in charge of angels sent by Jesus
Whose garden-grave was kept by two in white ;
Whose glory·throne is circled aye by myriads,
Like stars for radiance bright.
"Lie down until the morning," 0 beloved,
When thou shalt see the Lord Who for thee died;
When with His "likeness" "altogether lovely,"
Thou shalt be "satisfied."
ISA.
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THE PORTRAIT.
THE LATE REV. R. T. W. BRAYNE, M.A.

WE are indebted. to a friend for the following interesting account of
the late Rev. R. T. W. BRAYNE, M.A., whose portrait we give in our
present issue.
" He was born at Banbury in 1840. His father was a medical man
and a staunch Protestant. When he was fourteen years of age his
father retired and moved to Cheltenham, and he was sent to Cheltenham College, where he obtained some honours. He afterwards went
to Caius College, Cambridge, where he also took honours, and from
thence he went to the Bar, but before he had been there long he lost
his first wife, the daughter of Major Bland, of Cheltenham, and he
felt t.his so much that he threw everything up and took up farming.
But after a time, by the advice of Dr. Walker, the Rector of Cheltenham,
under whose ministry he had been brought up and whose teaching
had a great influence over him-he prepared for the ministry, and was
ordained in 1870. His first curacy was in Louth, under Mr. Billingafterwards Bishop of Bedford. There he also had charge of an outlying hamlet named Worlaby, which he always remembered with
. affection. He then became curate to Canon Bell at the Parish Church,
Cheltenham. While there he married the daughter of the Rev. F. G.
Lugard, then of St. Clement's, Worcester. He then went to St. Chad's,
Shrewsbury, under Mr. Yardley, for a short time, and thence to St.
James's, Edgbaston, under the Rev. Philip Browne, and to Shepton
Mallet under Canon Pratt, and finally to Norton, near Worcester,
under the Rev. F. G. Lugard. In 1893 he was offered the living of
Kirstead, in Norfolk, by his old College, and he held that for eleven
years, and was much beloved by his parishioners. His health suffered
there from the cold climate, and he moved to Combe Hay Rectory,
near Bath, in 1904. He had a great knowledge of Scripture, and never
attempted to preach or expound it without profound study. He had
a large library of books, and among them his favourite authors were
John Calvin, John Owen, and Romaine, whose works he used to
describe as ' rich plum cake.' He also took much interest in prophecy,
and in the second coming of Christ, which he believed would take
place shortly. But in spite of his deep knowledge of Scripture, or
more likely because of it, he was distinguished, especially latterly, by
great humility. He longed to be 'filled with the Spirit' and to be
like his Master, and it appeared to those around him that he had his
desire. He was eminently consistent and had a great abhorrence of
shams and hypocrisy.
He was a very staunch Protestant and an earnest supporter of the
Church Association, the Irish Church Missions, the Society for Promoting Christianity among the Jews, the Church Missionary Society,
and kindred Societies.
To the last he wore the black gown in the pulpit, and would never
permit the chanting of the Psalms (which he said were Scripture, and
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should not be gabbled to music) nor the Kyries and Responses and
Amens, etc., in the services. He was told that his congregations would
disperse if he did not give them more music, but he held to his point
as a matter of conscience, and his congregations kept up and were
larger than those in the neighbourhood in spite of the smallness of
his parish, and they were distinguished by the heartiness of their
responses and singing. He also took a great interest in his schools,
which he said were the hope of the future, and to the last he taught
Scripture in them regularly once a week. Indeed, the influenza, which
was the beginning of his last illness, was caught by going to his usual
Scripture teaching in the School one very cold morning. In his Sunday
schools the children have always been taught the Irish Church Missions
'Hundred Texts,' which have given them a great knowledge pf
Scripture. He was always. kind and gentle to the children, and was
much beloved by them and by all. Latterly his health was very
bad, and he was often entreated by his friends to retire and rest, but
he always said he wished 'to die in harness,' and he persevered with
.his work, often in great weakness and suffering, and had his wish.
His last work, in the midst of much suffering, was the completion of a
short correspondence in the Bath Diocesan Gazelte for the refutation
of error in the Lord's Supper, a point on which he was always very
strong. He was taken ill on Sunday, January 30th. He remarked
then that he was quite ready with his sermons, but was not permitted
to preach them, and he believed his work was done. But he became
better for a time, and even went out, so that when the call came on
Sunday evening, February 27th, it was sudden and unexpected by
those around. A few moments of intense suffering and then he fell
asleep in Jesus, and went to be ' for ever with the Lord.' , Even so them
also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him.' "
The following account of the funeral is from the Bath Journal of
March 5th, 1910:"The funeral took place yesterday at Cheltenham. The funeral
cortege left Combe Hay Rectory at 10 o'clock yesterday morning, the
open hearse being followed by a carriage containing the Rev. A. H.
Brayne and Messrs. R. E. Brayne and C. E. Brayne (sons), and Miss
Lugard (sister·in·law), while there was a large muster of parishioners,
who followed the cortege through the village and for some distance
on the road to Bath. The school children also followed. At Fossway
Farm the procession opened out and allowed the cortege to pass. At
the Bath Midland Station the mourners entrained for Cheltenham,
and from the station the body was conveyed to the cemetery followed
by four funeral carriages containing the following mourners: First
carriage: Mr. H. R. F. Brayne, the Rev. A. H. Brayne, and Messrs.
-R. E. Brayne and C. E. Brayne (sons). Second carriage: Colonel
Lugard and Major Lugard (brothers-in-law), and General Hogg.
Third carriage: Mrs. Hogg, Miss Lugard, and Dr. Ranger. Fourth:
carriage: Mr. G. Valentine, the Rev. R. Tanner, and Mr. R. Ticehurst.
The interment took place in a vault where the deceased's first wife was
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buried, the officiating clergyman being the Rev. Percy WaIler, of
Holy Trinity, Cheltenham. The coffin was of English oak, handsomely
panelled, the brass plate bearing the inscription: 'Richard Thomas
William Brayne, born October 10, 1840, entered into rest February 27,
1910.' By request no flowers were sent."
We would add that our dear friend was a member of the Co=ittee
of the Bath Association of the Lord's Day Observance Society, and
used regularly to preach sermons on Lord's Day Observance. He was
"very particular as to the observance of the Lord's Day in his own
household." He had read much on the Higher Criticism and felt strongly
that the views of the" critics" were wholly untenable. He was most
interested in the modern discoveries which have been brought to light,
proving the accuracy of the inspired narratives of the Old Testament.
Mr. Brayne was most painstaking in the preparation of his sermons,
and many testimonies were borne to their value. He was a regular
reader of our contemporary, the English Churchman, and he felt deeply
concerned in regard to the proposal to legalize the Mass Vestments.
We chronicle the home·call of our friend with deep sorrow. We had
known him during the six years he laboured at Combe Hay, near
Bath, and it is our earnest prayer that the patron of the living which
he held may be led to appoint a decidedly Evangelical and Protestant
clergyman to fill the gap thus made. We commend the sorrowing
.widow and family to the. prayers of God's people.
"THIS GREAT SIGHT "-" THAT GREAT WORK."
EXODUS iii. 3.
EXODUS xiv. 31.
THE path of faith is usually a path of trial. Few experienced this
more wonderfully than Moses. Raised up to do a "great work," he
must first have a " great sight." Is not this the Divine order: first
vision; then action 1 " Where there is no vision the people perish."
" The great sight" that Moses saw in Horeb was one that Egypt could
never have shown him. There was a flame which no human agent
kindled. There were words which no human lips uttered. A bush;
but no ashes. An eye and an ear, for the One who spoke from the
midst of the bush said, " Seeing I have seen," and also" I have heard."
wonder that Moses called it" this great sight." It was remarkably,
yea, supernaturally suited to the lessons which the Lord desired to
teach His servant. Moses needed endurance, and the burning bush
enabled him ever afterwards to endure. He needed something to
remind him of the Lord's omnipotence. Surely this was a glimpse
of the glory of God, and as such would never fade from his memory.
He needed something to strengthen, to give coutage, and how could
he ever forget so marvellous a scene 1 The wrath of a king would have
been little to Moses after this sight; indeed, it was so overwhelming
that he "hid his face." There are similar passages in the sixth of
Isaiah, and the first chapter of the Revelation. The prophet and the
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apostle were similarly impressed with the Divine glory and their own
insignificance.
When this angel of the Covenant came down to speak with, and to
strengthen, the faithful servant, Moses was told, "Put off thy shoes
from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground."
The "draw not nigh hither," whilst it shows the reverence due, is
also in contrast with the greater privilege of the present day, when
grace bids the believer to draw near, yea, to enter" into the holiest,"
by reason of the ever·atoning blood once for all offered and accepted.
Now we stand before God with our feet "shod with the preparation
of the gospel of peace"; and "how beautiful are thy feet with
shoes" (Canticles vii. 1).
Much difference of opinion has existed as to what the burning bush
was intended by the Lord to symbolize. Undoubtedly in the first
place it was intended to speak to Moses of the security of God's ancient
people by reason of the promises made to Abraham, to Isaac, and to
J acob (verse 6). Indeed, it is as true to-day as it was four or five
thousand years ago, that Israel's future is glorious by reason of these
same unchanged and unchangeable promises. (See Isaiah xliii.,
Zechariah xiv., and many other scriptures.) One may hope that
Moses also took comfort to himself in the thought that the angel was
"El Shaddai" to him personally.
God has ever acted on the ground of what He is ; not on the ground
of what we are. This is true both of the earthly people, and of those
whom He calls by His grace to a heavenly standing. We cannot
take too much comfort from the repeated personal pronoun in verses
7, 8, and 9. The Lord is the speaker, and glorious are the words, " I
have surely seen the aflliction of My people, and have heard their
cry." "I know their sorrows." "I am come down to deliver."
" I have also seen the oppression wherewith the Egyptians oppress
them." "I will send thee unto Pharaoh." With such assurances,
how could Moses hesitate or waver ~ Surely he required no further
evidence of the all-sufficiency, and of "the good-will of Him that dwelt
in the bush." The" I am that I am " of verse 14 settled every question.
God was for Israel, with Israel; and is He less with those whom He
has justified and called, with whom He dwells ~ With those of whom
He has said, "whom He justified, them He also glorified " ~
The connection between Exodus iii. and Exodus xiv. is a most blessed
and important study. Perhaps in the Old Testament scriptures there
are no two chapters which set forth so clearly the wonderful story of
redemption as Exodus xii. and xiv. In these two chapters redemption
is seen, both in the way of safety, and in the way of deliverance. In
both we see that faith was in exercise rather than reason. Faith ever
hearkens, believes, obeys, is rewarded; for" he that cometh to God
must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that
diligently seek Him." After the safety depicted so beautifully by
the sprinkled blood in Egypt, the whole family of Israel is brought
into, what would look to the eye of sense, utter ruin. How thankfully
19
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do we notice the Lord's grace in giving Moses the "great sight" of
the third chapter! Pharaoh's six hundred chosen chariots are close
upon the helpless people who, with women and children, may have
numbered two millions. The six hundred chariots would of course
contain the flower, the chivalry of the Egyptian army. Behind them
would probably be countless thousands of chariots, of horsemen, and
of infantry. Israel could "only cry unto the Lord"; their terror
would be intense. Not so with Moses; with him was no anguish, no
fear. He was able to say, "Fear not; stand still and see the salvation
of the Lord, which He will show you to·day." Probably in the history
of the world no warrior or leader ever had such a supreme moment
as Moses when he grasped that his people were faithless, murmuring,
upbraiding, undeserving; that Pharaoh's army was close behind,
and the Red Sea in front. They were shut in; they were shut up.
Their destruction was imminent and certain, so far as human skill,
human prowess, was concerned. To" stand sWI" was to be put to
the sword; to go forward was to be driven int{) the sea! The warriors
in Israel were as helpless as the invalids or the weakest women and
children; and yet Moses, prepared of the Lord, remained calm,
collected, confident. " The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold
your peace." The Lord Himself was there as truly as He had been
in the burning bush. The pillar·cloud was there, causing light to
Israel, darkness to Egypt. The rod was there. The wind was there.
All God's agents were ready for the supreme moment. The Lord was
not behind His time, nor before it. It is ever so! His eye and His
hand are upon those who fear Him. This is ancient history; it is
modern history too. It is connected with Him who is "the same
yesterday, to-day, and for ever." Yea, it is prophecy. "He is, He
was, He is to come."
Experimental truth for the believer is contained in every verse of
this wonderful chapter. The passage of the Red Sea shows us the
Cross of Christ delivering from judgment in the most complete and
glorious manner. As Israel goes forth at the co=and of the Lord,
the waters divide before them, so that the people go over dry shod
(verse 22). Not one drop of water appears to have touched them.
Not one drop of the waters of judgment can ever touch a believer who
is safely hidden in Christ. They shall never come into condemnation;
they have passed from death unto life. As we see these people
safely passing between the walls of water and coming out on the other
side of the Red Sea, can we not see the glorious truth of Romans vi. 4 1
" Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into death; that like
as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even
so we also should walk iu newness of life." Identification with Christ
in death and resurrection is most plainly taught in figure, and no wonder
that the next chapter gives us a glorious song, the new song, Redemption song.
To sum up, we may say that in our chapter we see redeemed people
led, tried, delivered, encouraged, saved; "and Israel saw that great
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work which the Lord did upon the Egyptians; and the people feared
the Lord, and believed the Lord, and His servant Moses." One may
close with a question: How far did this" Angel of the Covenant," as
He saw the overthrow of Pharaoh's chariots and his hosts in the Red
Sea, and as He saw the deliverance of that people whom He had come
down to deliver-how far did His thoughts go to that day when He
should " set His face steadfastly" to go to Jerusalem ?
JOHN WOOD.

THE

By

UNCHANGEABLE GOSPEL.

THE LATE MR.

C.

H. SPURGEON.

AN ADDRESS DELIVERED IN EXETER HALL, LONDON, ON WEDNESDAY,
MAROH 14TH, 1888, AT THE MEETINGS FOR UNITED TESTIMONY
ON FUNDAMENTAL TRUTHS OF THE GOSPEL.

You may be aware I am an individual of specially harsh and ungenial
views, and accustomed to great fury of speech. Therefore I intend,
that I may say nothing unguarded, to read a passage of Scripture,
which may moderate the violence of my zeal. " I marvel that ye are
:so soon removed from Him that called you into the grace of Christ unto
another Gospel: which is not another; but there be some that trouble
you, and would pervert the Gospe) of -Christ. But though we, or an
angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which
we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said before,
80 say I now again, if any man preach any other gospel unto you than
that ye have received, let him be accursed." (Gal. i. 6-9).
Paul is in an amiable and charitable mood, as I trust I may be. I
note first of all his declaration, that if " we "-that is to say himself,
or any brother of the Apostolic college-preach any other gospel, he
pronounces a solemn curse on such, himself included. The lesson is,
plainly, we have not to take anything a man says for gospel because
he has spoken well and truly at other times. It matters not even if
he be our spiritual father. Yet if he preach another gospel, we cannot
pronounce him blessed. Further, if an angel preach any other gospel, that
is to say, a being of the highest degree of intelligence-if one who sees to
the soul of things were to preach another gospel-we must still reckon
that gospel accursed. And an angel has extraordinary holiness as well
as talent, but this fact only makes the more mischief. Such and such a
man may be holy as well as clever, but if he has departed from the
faith once delivered to the saints, we follow him not a step. And
though the preacher come as an angel from heaven, come with a new
revelation, claiming to come directly from the throne, yet we cannot
bid him God speed. That is the text for me. I have no wish to go
beyond it.
Now I turn to my subject, the unchangeableness 0/ the Gospel. There
was a Gospel once for all delivered to the saints. Delivered, the trust
is sacred, the deposit is to be maintained. We are to live upon it, hold
it forth, and scatter it throughout all generations. There was such a
Gospel: Jesus Christ distinctly preached something; His apostles
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preached something distinctly. He did not leave, as it were, a piece
of bro\Vll paper to be cut out afterwards into any pattern we please.
There was a definite Gospel. To make sure work that Gospel was
written. We have just heard stress laid on the words, " It is written,"
and cannot be unwritten. When you put a· thing down in black and
white, it is meant to abide, to remain, to continue. If God had intended
a " progressive theology," He would not have given us a book such as
this, or if He had He would have made arrangements for successive
editions to be issued of it. But" It is written," and that means wliat
Pilate meant when he said: "What I have written, I have written."
So the Gospel stands fast, for" the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it."
But that, .some say, belongs to distant times. What difference can
that make 1 It is stereotyped, if. you will, and unalterable. Say
some, it is reaching perfection-it has reached perfection, it is perfect,
and you cannot go beyond it. Moreover it is sealed in the most solemn
manner by its closing words, "If any man shall add unto these things,
God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book:
and if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this
prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life and out
of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book."
1 regard, therefore, the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ to have come to
us an absolutely perfect thing, and to be, like the God who has given
it, without variableness or shadow of turning till Christ Himself shall
come and usher in a new state of things.
I cannot perceive in Scripture any hint made to us of further discoveries improving upon the knowledge of the apostles and those who
immediately followed them. I think there would be some hint at
least of the marvellous nineteenth century, the most glorious of all
ages for progress. Some hint might be e>;pected of men who were to
have a new revelation, who were to be a centre of light, bringing in a
very millennium. There is a hint of another kind, however. We are
warned that" there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after
their own lusts." We receive many and plain intimations of a departure
from the faith, but not one hint of clearer l-nowledge to be imparted of
something dimly revealed before. We hear much of evolution, but
fail to find facts to support it. The theory may be all right, but. the
facts .are the other way. Anyhow, evolution is not in Scripture. We
find God has spoken, and spoken to us, and we have but to receive.
There is no indication that in the Gospel dispensation we have received
a certain something to be developed by amazing intellect. There are
denunciations of anything like another Gospel, and warnings not to
have anything to do with such a theory as that of a progressive Gospel.
An improved Gospel is all very fine for advanced intellect, but the
Lord saith: "Thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent,
and revealed them unto babes." Men have reversed that, and now
the wise and prudent are to reveal to us new and wonderful things.
The foolishness of preaching may have been all very well at one timenow it won't do. These eminent learned scientists, these wonderfully
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instructed theologians, have lifted the veil and convinced us that the
old faith of our fathers is antiquated, and we had better look to them
and follow their guidance. Thus we have strong temptations to follow
and trust men. If the Gospel of God is useless, it is to tms new light
we must look. The whole theory leads to the unsettlement of faithespecially when we come to the inspiration of Scripture. We learn
that tms part and that part are not inspired, and one hardly knows
what to accept. I would suggest these new teachers would do well to
print a new edition of the Bible with the really trustworthy and inspired
portions in black and the doubtful in red. It is rather a serious matter
for some poor soul who is building on some passage wmch may
turn out suspicious. How are we to tell 1 What can we trust? I
wonder if " God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have
everlasting .life" is trustworthy 1 Is that inspired 1 Many have
found their way to God, have rested their soul's salvation on that
text; what if it should be untrustworthy 1 But then, it is said,
" You have in the Bible the saying of Job's friends, of the devil himself,
and so on; what about these 1 Are they inspired 1" No, but the
record of them is. When anyone makes such an exceedingly original
remark to me, I see at once I am regarded as an idiot by mm. But it
is characteristic of " Modern thought" to sneer down everybody who
differs from it.
Now, plainly, we have here an inspired Book, an inspired record
throughout. So we regard it; if any portions are unreliable, it had
better be understood. A friend of mine bought some coals, but as
there happened to be some slate in them, every now and. then they
would explode in the drawing-room fire. Tms was unpleasant; so
when he ordered the next lot, he said, "I want coal; I am aware that
according to nature and trade there must be a certain proportion of
slate, but if you please I would prefer the coals put in sacks by themselves and the slates put in sacks by themselves." So if Scripture is
not inspired throughout, it would be well to have it clearly marked,
" Tms is inspired and reliable;" "Tms is not inspired and unreliable."
If a man does not know what to believe and what not, it may be a
serious tmng for mm. By all means let us know what it is. For my
own part, I take the Book as inspired and reliable from beginning to
end. I believe that it we have not an infallible Book, we would be
better without it at all. For can you for one moment believe God
would delude men by giving them such a Book in wmch they could
not possibly distinguish the true from the false 1 It would not have
been a difficult task for Him to separate them. After all, however,
we have tms comfort. The Scripture has been tried in ten thousand
ways, and has come out of the furnace as gold seven times refined. In
your own experience you have tested this, that, and the other passage
of Scripture, never tried before, and you have always found it true;
you know it is true, and you can say your faith
Can on that promise live, Can. on that promise die.
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Thus I take it the Gospel cannot be changeable, variable, shifting.
We cannot have a sliding scale in the Gospel, because it is certain that
man has not changed since the days of Christ and His apostles. Men
need the Gospel to-day, just as they did then. Human nature is unchanged. A few years ago we were startled by the awful revelation of
the vice of London, and we found that Sodom and Gomorrah were not
things past but things present. A certain missionary read in India
a portion from Rom. i., when a native said, "I suppose you have
written that since you have been in India and seen Indian life." "Oh,
no; it was written a thousand years ago." The truth is, man is still
the same, now as ever he loves the wages of iniquity. And if man's
need and nature has not changed, the Law of God has not changed;
what was sinful in the beginning is sinful now; what was right then is
right now. That, therefore, which deals with the needs of men must
still be the same; and that, on the other hand, which meets the demands
of the law must be the same. If the atouing sacrifice of Christ was
wanted nineteen hundred years ago, that atoning. sacrifice is wanted
still. If then it was true, "without the shedding of blood there is no
remission," it is so still. Man is still the same, the law is still the same,
and we still need the same precious cleansing blood. Still it is
true that human nature is impotent for good. Still it is true
that" that which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of
the Spirit is spirit;" for flesh has not improved so that what is
born of the flesh may be spirit. Still is it true, just as when it was first
spoken, "Ye must be born again." Still as ever it wants power from
on high to bring men out of darkness into light, out of the carnal into
the spiritual realm.
And then death is still the same. Pastor as I am of a very large
church, I have often to visit the chambers of the dying saint as well as
sinner, and I thank God I have still the same Gospel to preach. How
could I tell the dying sinner to do his duty 1 What can he do 1 Life
is closing. When I come down from dying saints, I thank God I never
heard one express in his death anything but rest in the old Gospel.
They may employ different words and express themselves in various
ways. One will say ;" Nothing in my hand I bring,
Simply to Thy cross I cling."
Another will say;" Hold Thou Thyself before my closing eyes,
Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies."
But, however the expressions vary, all are resting on the all-sufficient
atonement made by blood. And faith is still the same. Of it we can
say, " As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be." So let
me live and so let me die.
And, moreover, you and I, dear friends, believe that heaven and
hell have not changed. Notwithstanding all the remedial measures of
modern sympathy, hell remains just as terrible to the sinner, and
heaven just as mnch worth striving for.
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And Jesus Christ is~still " the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever."
The great Father is still the same, the great God of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob is my God, and I worship Him as Abraham did. And the
blessed Spirit is still the same, still as ever He testifies of Christ.
All these facts remaining as they were, I see no room for change in
the Gospel. And, notice again that, as Canon Girdlestone has so well
said, Truth is still and must always remain the same. What was God's
truth a thousand or ten thousand years ago, is God's truth still. If a
thing is so, it is so; lapse of time does not alter it. If we have good
sound witnesses for a thing, then it is a fact for ever. If Christ died
for our sins, and rose again according to the Scriptures, that remains
true-no matter how many did not see it. You remember the Irish·
man's defence, "You have brought two persons who saw me do this
theft; but I can bring fifty who didn't see me do it." Just so some men
talk. There are always books, or stoues, or something that do not
mention such and such a thing; but if the thing occurred, these
omissions to mention it do not alter the facts. No doubt, for example,
we have made a great advance in mathematics-a great advance in
many ways. But it remains just as true-true as ever it did-that
two and two make four. The fundamental facts on which mathematics
rest stand fixed and unalterable. And so the fundamental truths of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ remain fixed; just as any number of
mathematical calculations will not displace the elementary facts of
arithmetic. Truth must ever be the same, though men may go beyond
it, as many have done.
But, further, this Gospel is unchangeable because it was and is
sufficient for all the purposes for which God sent it in old time. God's
old story-the old, old story of Jesus and His love-has been taken
among a barbarous people who have heard and believed that Jesus
lived and died for them. The results-you know what they were
eighteen hundred years ago, and you know they were just the same
when the Wesleyans carried that Gospel to Fiji, and the Congregationalists to the South Sea Isles. In all time, it has done just the same.
But then our enlightened population in our advanced age must be
treated in a new way. We must have a philosophical Gospel. Must
you ~ Take them all in all, I fancy the Greek sages were equal, man
for man, to the gentlemen of the present period. I question very
much if we have men of larger mind and greater capacity now than
existed at the time Christianity appeared. Yet the Gospel was a
match for them all. Intellectual agnosticism and subtle philosophy
found their Gordian knots cut by the Gospel. The Athenian forerunners of those who say to-day, "You must think, and keep on
thinking, only thus can you become a man," bave been put to rout by
the Gospel. The grandest intellects the world has ever known have
been conquered by the Gospel. You may quote and quote great
names till you are tired, but we can match them all by referring to
those who have stood by the old Gospel, whose names will live while
time shall last. The Gospel of the grace of God is strong enough and
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mighty enough for an the purposes for which God sent it. I only
wish it was preached more.
I think certain brethren believe the Gospel, but they do not preach
it much. I can understand a man not believing, and therefore not
preaching it; but how a man can believe it and yet not preach it is
beyond me. Remember, there is in such case a grave responsibility.
If you believe the old truths the Word of God declares, then out with
them in God's name; especially since your believing them will save no
soul but your own, and scarcely that if you do not believe them enough to
preach them. It is God's Word that does the work, but we want to
give the people more of it than we do.
There is a good story told of Coosar Malan, that grave old man with
strongly·marked idiosyncrasies. On one occasion, going from Boulogne
to Paris in the diligence, he puned out his Bible and began to read to
his friend. A Frenchman in the conveyance strongly objected, and
Mr. Malan's friend sympathized with him, and urged that as this
gentleman objected, and did not believe in the authority of the Book,
it would be better to prove the authority of the Book and then read it.
"When you have a good sword," replied Malan, "you do not first
prove it is a sword, and then fight, but you prove it a good sword by
fighting." So he went on reading. That evening, when he and his
friend were supping, the waiter came in and asked jf they were going
to Paris in the morning, as the French gentleman was anxious to ride
again with Mr. Malan. That objector was converted, and afterwards
became a communicant in this godly man's church.
Thus is it the Word of God does the work. I wish ministers would
use Scripture more than they do. God's Word, not man's, is the power.
I often find when admitting converts, that they attribute their con·
version to some text I quoted and not to anything I said. Keep to
the old sword, the old faith, the old Gospel; it is equal to all purposes.
When I think of what the Gospel used to do, I admire it; when I
think of what it now does, I trust it. It is still the same. We read the
story of Diocletian's persecutions and marvel at the glorious endurance
of men and women; but we turn to Bishop Hannington and the
converts of Central Africa and we find the same martyr spirit. So in
Madagascar, the story of the persecution reads just like the story of
persecution shortly after the Master went to heaven.
And the Gospel has stin the same elevating character-it is equal to
an the demands upon it. StilI it can raise the vilest from the lowest
depths to the right hand of God. Nothing else can do that. Instead
of the wooden sword of modern thought and modern invention, out
with the good old Jerusalem blade, and you will find the same power
in it.
And further, the Gospel has the same power of creating enthusiasm
as it had when Luther began to preach and the crowds became i=ense.
When the Gospel of Jesus Christ is plainly, heartily, earnestly preached
it stirs men up. There is a great and charming novelty about it still.
It is said that a certain king heard of a preacher who was drawing
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great crowds. "What· is it 1 what is he preaching 1" "A great
novelty-the Gospe!." A godly old saint being asked what he was
reading said: "I am reading the news; the great good news; the
best news that ever came to earth."
There is nothing stirs the souls of men like the Gospel of God's grace.
It is, therefore, sufficient for all purposes for which God gave it.
Now the modern alternatives do not seem to me any improvement-much the reverse. I notice that preachers who improve the Gospel
seldom display joy and delight or stir enthusiasm. ,." Does it make
you happy 1" I asked one. The reply was, "There is nothing in
what I preach to make anybody happy." Joy has all gone. They
prove and prove and prove and argue, but get no joy out of it. I
contrast such with the old preachers I used to hear. How they enjoyed
it, how their faces beamed; how they warmed up as they declared it.
The great Master put the meat on the tables and fed the preacher as
well as the people. The great truth of the covenant of grace, of free
grace and dying love, how they gloried in it. What a contrast to the
soullessness of much preaching to·day. As a witty man, Tom Hood,
said to a clergyman who was miserable: "I don't think your religion
agrees with you," Our religion agrees with us, it is to us as a wellspring of joy and delight, and we shall not depart from it or let it go.
Furthermore, there is no improved Gospel needed. There is nothing
that requires to be amended. Our friends hoped much from the
labours of a band of godly and learned men who were set to revise the
Scriptures. A marvellous change was to be effected by the revised
version, but somehow or other, if it is no great improvement on the old,
it is not worse. We find all the doctrines in it. We have lost nothing,
rather gained. At any rate, it is a distinct gain to get clear views of
truth. The new revision has offered no basis for an improved Gospe!.
But there is a demand for improvement, because of modern science.
Well, I do not know one fact or discovery that is contrary to the Gospe!.
Of course we hear that science upsets the Gospel; it is a sort of thing
in the air to talk about science somehow or other disproving the Bible.
It is mere talk. Mark this; "the God who wrote the Bible knew all
that science would ever find out." "Known unto the Lord from the
beginning are all His works." He who knew all things, if we did not,
knew all about it. I do not know that there is much science taught in
the Bible-if there had been, I wonder what the people of former days
would have thought of it. Of this, however, I am sure, that there is
nothing really ascertained by science which is in conflict with the
Bible. Suppose we adopt the new notion and adapt our preaching to
science, where are we to stop 1 We should have to study the daily
papers and take in an evening paper as well, for we could never tell
when the alteration was coming. If you want to see a picture of that
kind of thing, you read Knickerbocker's New York. . In the opening
chapter there is a description of the various ways of making a worldaccording to ·the speculations of science. There are so many ways
that the author remarks, it seems an easier thing to make a world
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than he thought. It is laughable, but there is a great deal in it. God's
Word cannot be against true scienee--for He who made the world
knows all about the world and how He made it. The fact is, the more
I know of the history of philosophy, the more I am convinced it is the
history of human folly. You might think in reading of philosophy
that you were reading the story of Bethlehem hospital and not of sane
men at all. There is plenty of insanity about, but the greatest of all
insanities are these new notions about the Gospel of the love of God to
us. God has spoken, " let God be true and every man a liar."
Then the alterations made by different persons are dangerous in
themselves, and every attempt to improve the Gospel leaves a door
open for error to come in. For instance, just now, there comes inwhat? Why, one of the oldest of all errors; one we thought dead
and buried long ago. Nothing less than Purgatory, to which the
doctrine of salvation after death infallibly leads. Strange that ancient
superstition and modern rationalism have swung round to the same
point. If men are to be saved in the world to come, if by some process
sin is to be purged and forgiven, then we come to the Romish doctrine
of Purgatory. And, if so, the next and natural step is to pray for the
dead. It must be so; if they are within the reach of grace, they are
within the reach of prayer. And it is right to pray for those for whom
there is a possibility of pardon. Then it may not take many years to
bring about payment to those who pray for the dead. So we might
have a new Tetzel with his indulgences. The drift is that way. Thus
the last error we should have expected to see resurrected, is set up
again-the Purgatory of long ago. Alteration is dangerous. As the
letter read from Lord Polwarth states, modern thought is opening the
way for materialism and infidelity.
Then the idea of improving the Gospel leads to multiplied sects.
Every man may improve in his own way-if there be no final authorityand so there may be a sect for every man. Our hope of union lies in
coming back to Christ and what Christ taught. God grant we may all
come back to this. Such a meeting as this of Christians of many
sects is a happy omen. On the basis of the one Book let us get round
the one Lord, one faith, one baptism. If we grasp the whole truth in
the power and love and fire of it, while retaining our personal convictions on minor points, we shall be united with all our diversity, and
our union would manifest to the world with distinctness our conviction
of the truth we hold and obey. While this is desirable, what I fear is
lest we go after a union which would mean an inauguration of general
indifference. " There is some difference," says an American, " between
truth and falsehood, between single truths and their contradictories
and between two systems of religious doctrine which affirm, the one
one thing and the other its opposite. This may seem quite too plain
to need to be stated, and yet even this is denied, explicitly by many,
implicitly by more. Those who deny would admit that to most men
there seems to be a difference, just as the same object seen by different
observers sometimes seems not to be one and the same, but to each
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observer appears other than to the rest. The difference is therefore
apparent, not real; is 'in the eye,' not in the object. The great
religious controversies in the past which have shaken kingdoms, and
even threatened at times to shake to pieces the very earth itself, all
went upon this delusion, that there is a difference between systems of
doctrine, and that one may be true and another false, and that the
false is not the true, nor the true the false. The unphilosophic mass
of all sects and religions are still subject to this same delusion, and'
hence the old strife continues. But the good time is coming when all
will see that each has all along seen and believed just what all the rest
saw and believed, and then strife will cease. Men of old schools and
new schools, and all schools of all religions and theologies, Christian
and anti-Christian, will all before long come together in a General
Pan-Indifferent Assembly, to shake hands together over the imaginary
gulfs of past and present separation, and to draw up and promulgate
the new confession of faith: to wit, that the old confessions are all
confessions, not of diverse systems of doctrine, but of one and the
same system diversely conceived, and that the only confession that
has any distinct truth for its object, and any imperative value for
life, is this ultimate confession of indifferentism. We seem to be
moving toward such a magnificent climax. But there is just one
obstacle in the way: God has made man in His own image, so that
reason in man answers to reason in God; and when such infamous
nonsense demands distinct recognition and adoption, the spirit of man,
inspired by the Spirit of God, spits and stamps upon it and kicks it out
of the universe."
Well, white is not black, and black is not white; the false is not
true, and the true is not false. But here lies the great danger that
people may come to think it is so. In this way every improvement in
doctrine tends to laxness in morals. Let the Gospel be despised, and
the faith in the Gospel becomes loose and lax, and strength to resist
decays. Men begin to do with a clear conscience what they dared not
do before.
God help us to know the truth, and do it; to love it, and proclaim
it, and enjoy it. There is a story of Waterloo, whether it be true or not
I know not. It is said that one regiment was being pounded by the
French and an officer went to the Iron Duke for help. The Duke's
reply was, "Stand firm." He gave the commander's message to the
men, and they stood firm. By and by the men began to say, "We
shall all be destroyed." Again the officer galloped to the general, and
again the reply was, "Stand firm." "Men," he said, returning to his
regiment, "we are to stand firm." They stood firm, but left their
bodies on the field. So the order for us to-day is" Stand firm." " Be
ye steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,
forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord."
GOD is to be blessed and praised in dark" as well as bright days.
" Every day will I bless thee."-Johannes Paulus Palanterius.
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THE RELIGIOUS CRISIS IN ROMAN CATHOLIC COUNTRIES.
By REV. PROF. GIORGIO BARTOLI.
IT is a well-known fact that the Latin nations are just now undergoing
a considerable religious crisis. I need not speak about France, as
the religious crisis in that country is apparent to all. For these last
ten years religion has been the main topic of public discussion and the
apple of the hottest contention in the national life of that country.
The result is that two-thirds of the French have abandoned the Roman
Catholic religion and have publicly embraced agnosticism, infidelity,
or else an indefinite unchristian faith. This sad fact was clearly
made out two years ago in a series of very able articles from the pen
of a French Roman Catholic bishop which appeared in the pages of
a first-class magazine, Le Correspondant, of Paris. The writer stated
that out of thirty-nine millions of Frenchmen, only thirteen millions,
i.e., one-third, still professed the Roman Catholic faith.
Spain apparently is, in this respect, much better off. As seventenths of the Spanish people can neither read nor write, their minds
remain in an undeveloped state, and cannot possibly alter or change.
A leaven of some kind is necessary that the human mind may alter
and change. Knowledge is the leaven of the human mind. Suppress
knowledge, and you will get stagnation of thought and a blind submission to a received standard of truth. But even in Spain, even in
Portugal, which in religious matters is worse than Spain, there is a
spiritual awakening. Unfortunately this awakening is not towards
light, truth, God. It is a natural rebound from the dominant clericalism
of those countries; it is the inevitable reaction of peoples who have
been kept for centuries and centuries under the thumb of a dominant
and imperious priesthood. The Latin nations are nothing if not
logical, and now that in the light of history, of theology, and of Biblical
studies, they come to know how deeply they have been wronged and
how they were utterly deceived by the Roman claims, they are apt
to throw overboald religion altogether. It is the human pendulum
which perpetually swings from one side to the opposite. It never
rests at the middle point till it is stopped and fixed there for ever by
the cold hand of death.
And now about Italy. Is Italy just now undergoing a religious
crisis 1 And what is the nature of it 1 Will it help fair Italy to shake
off the yoke of superstition and indifferentism, or will it conduce her,
as her sister France, to utter infidelity and agnosticism 1 I shall
try to answer all these questions as clearly and shortly as possible.
The first question must be answered in the affinnative. Italy just
now is under the leaven of a spiritual crisis. The Spirit of the Lord
is upon her; and all her classes, from the highest to the lowest, take
religion or irreligion to heart. They begin to perceive that man cannot
remain indifferent before his Lord and Master; that he must either
accept or refuse Him. They admit in public papers and in \VTitten
books that some religion of one kind or another is necessary to man
and to the State; that science has failed to solve the mystery of the
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world we live in; that we must look for its solution higher up; that
only religion can supply us with a plausible reason for the existence of
this Universe; that religion, and religion only, can explain to us the
whence, the how, and the why of our transitory life.
'So far, so good. But when we come to determine which of the various
historical religions of the world we ought to follow, the educated Italian
conscience gives no definite answer yet. A great many of the educated
laity and of the younger clergy incline towards modernism in religion.
University students, teachers in public schools, and learned men among
the middle classes show a preference for theosophy. Not that they
give their names to theosophic loggias. Far from it. But they accept
the teachings of theosophy as a religion more in accord with modern
thought and modern science. Lawyers, doctors in medicine, artists,
landowners, capitalists, journalists, and business men are generally
indifferent to religion, or addicted to materialism.. Socialists and
radicals not only profess the most crude notions on the falsity of all
religions, but in Italy they are bitterly opposed to every form of
religion, and promote infidelity with all their hearts.
The causes which operate against religion in Italy and generally, in
the Latin countries, are the following :First, the lmiversity teaching, which in Italy is still essentially
materialistic and ungodly. The philosophy which is taught in the
Italian Universities is the philosophy of Rant and Hegel, which
practically denies from the very first all possible intervention of God
in human affairs, and relegates God Almighty to absolute solitude in
the distant heavens.
Secondly, the daily or weekly papers. The press.in Italy and France
is generally leaning towards agnosticism and infidelity. At times,
papers show a certain benevolence for Christianity and Christian
institutioI)s, but generally the press in Latin countries is intensely
hostile to the Christian faith.
To understand what I say, it must be called to mind that in Latin
countries most writers on daily papers are men of very little education,
and of no deep culture. We used to say in Italy that when a young
man fails in his university examination, or is plucked at the matriculation class, he takes to journalism as the only possible literary
career open to him. Of course there are many noble exceptions to
this rule, but our Italian press is far from being what it ought to be,
i.e., the teacher of public morality, of truth, and of godliness.
This being so, it is no wonder that a great number of people in Italy
should be utterly irreligious. They are what the papers they daily
read make them. As the former are run on agnostic lines, so the
latter discard every form of religion, or, whilst rejecting the superstitions of Popery, they abandon Christianity altogether.
But there is another cause of the spiritual unrest of the Latin
nations, and chiefly of Italy. The official Church, the Roman Catholic
Church, does not command any more the respect, the love, the
obedience of the people.-EvangelWaI Christendom, Jan., 1910.
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'Jrote£itant 15eacon.
CHRISTIAN WORSHIP VERSUS RITUALISM.
A LECTURE DELIVERED IN THE TEMPERANCE HALL, LEICESTER,
ON THURSDAY EVENING, OCT. 24TH, 1867,
By THE LATE REV. DR. HUGH M'NEILE, CANON OF CHESTER.
. (Concluded from page 253.)
I HAVE to address you, further, upon the inevitable but deteriorating
accompaniments of Christian worship when practised amongst men.
When a Christian leaves his closet, and comes out and joins his fellowChristians, every one of whom may have been personally privileged to
approach God in private worship in the way I have been endeavouring
to describe; when they come together and unite for social or public
worship, immediately a difficulty is felt, because then intercourse with
God is not enough. There must then be combination with man, and
for the sake of combination there must be language. Now language is
of the earth earthly, while worship is heavenly. Language is intercourse between man and man; worship is intercourse between man
and God. There is here at once an inevitable and deteriorating
influence, for we must have language if we combine amongst ourselves.
We need no language in worshipping Him alone. The sighing of the
heart is enough-the deep-drawn sigh-the tender, half-suppressed
groan-the high breathing of the soul. Oh! I hope many of you
know what it is so to lose yourselves in God as to be able to say,
"whether in the body or out of the body, I cannot tell, God knoweth."
But when we come together and worship together, we must have
language. Now, how is this to be managed 1 There is one very
remarkable incident recorded in the New Testament, where the language
was given to a mixed company. I do not mean mixed as to character,
for they were all Christians apparently; but the language was given
to them simultaneously, and they all sang together with one accord:
they all lifted up their voices together and sang what was an extemporaneous hymn snited to the occasion. What I refer to is.recorded in
the fourth chapter of the Acts of the Apostles. It was when Peter and
John, after having been severely treated by the Jewish Council, and
threatened, and commanded not to preach any more nor speak in the
name of Jesus, returned to their own company; and when they told
the assembled Christian community what had happened, we read they
lifted up their voices with one accord, and said, "Lord, thou art God
Who hast made heaven and earth and the sea and all that in them is,
Who by the mouth of Thy servant David hast said, Why did the heathen
rage and the people imagine vain things 1 The kings of the earth
stood up and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord and
against His Christ. For of a truth, against Thy Holy Child Jesus, Whom
Thou hast anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles,
and the people of Israel, were gathered together for to do whatsoever
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Thy hand and Thy counsel determined before to be done. And now,
Lord, behold their threatenings, and grant unto Thy servants that with
all boldness they may speak Thy word. by stretching forth Thine hand
to heal, and that signs and wonders may be done by the name of Thoy
Holy Child Jesus." Here was a burst of worship containing a quotation
from one of the Psalms, and a prayer connected with the circumstances
which had occurred that very day. The words could not have been
prepared, and yet they lifted up their voices with one accord and
quoted those words. It was one of the most wonderful exhibitions of
inspiration recorded in the Word of God. That was holiness, for it was
breathed into them from heaven.
In the absence of such inspiration, what are we to do with language?
If we are to unite in worship, using the same language, the language
must be known beforehand, otherwise we become listeners to one that
speaks. Before we have time to realize what he has said, and to turn
it to a petition, he has gone on to something else, and then it becomes a
listening rather than a worshipping. But suppose the language to be
prepared-suppose it to be prepared with wisdom akin to inspirationsuppose it to contain every expression of confession, adoration, petition,
thanksgiving, dear to every heart in the company, and such as no individual by himself or herself would in the least degree disapprove, but
would on the contrary enjoy--even then language becomes a hindrance,
and language becomes a medium of division in the company, because
all are not able to utilize it in the same way. It is an earthly element
mingling in a heavenly process. The words will not convey exactly the
same meaning to all minds, and all minds will not be able to make
exactly the same use of those words. If we could see the state of mind
of a company of people using the same words, we should see that the
feelings among the company are variable, and that there is no mental
unity. Mental unity cannot be obtained amongst men any more than
a unity of complexion. Almighty God has stamped diversity and not
conformity upon all things. He has stamped diversity upon all His
other works, as well as upon men. Therefore there cannot be any
unity. Look abroad for a moment on the mighty works of God, and
ask where is uniformity to be found? Not in the feathery tribe, let
the eagle and the wren give answer. Not in the finny tribe, let the
trout and the whale give answer. Not in the beasts of the field, let the
lion and the mouse give answer. Where is equality and uniformity to
be found? Not amongst men. If the dream of the Chartist were
accomplished to-morrow, and all the land divided equally amongst all
the men in the world, and every man sat down upon his own specific
number of square yards, or acres, and all were brought to a dead level
of equality ;-the equality would not last a second season, because the
industrious man would have two divisions next year, and the idle man
would have none; and the thrifty, clever, intelligent, and persevering
man would have four divisions the year after, and the drunken man
would have none. It is the same in mind. You cannot bring mind
into uniformity. It is impossible. It is the same in faces. Look at
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these faces around me: there are not two alike. You might judge
a priori, that amongst the millions of mankind there would be hundreds
that you could find alike. But the fact is that there are no two alike,
and all the diversity of humanity arises from the infinite wi...<dom of
God. And so to return to my point. Mental uniformity is not to be
obtained, although you may obtain uniformity of worship. Language
must be employed. But this I say is a disturbing element in worship.
It is a deteriorating element., There is something connected with the
earth, and it drags down real worship from its sweetest and most
heavenly flights.
But this is not all, for language faultless in itself cannot be used, as I
have said, alike by all persons worshipping, even if all those persons be
real Christian worshippers. Suppose you could separate them, so that
each might come alone, and thus worship in the beauty of holiness, yet
language would make a division amongst them. But what I wish to
add is that language introduces another element of division, because it
enables a number of worshippers to seem to worship who do not
personally worship God in the beauty of holiness. It enables a
multitude to deceive themselves. They suppose that they are joining
in the worship, when, in point of fact they are only joining in the
language. The worship is only partly Christian. All are not worship..
ping who are of the worshippers. There is a mixture. Some are
using the words as a help to express their feelings before God-some
are using the words to express natural feelings-self-righteous complacency, or superstitious fear, or self-deceiving joy.
ow the more
these things prevail, the lower is the tone of the worship. There is
more and more of the earth, and less and less of heaven. There is
more and more of the deformity of profession and formality, and less
and less of the beauty of holiness. This applies to other things as well
as words.
If in addition to the introduction of language, we should suppose the
Christian company to introduce music-pure, scientific, chastened,
exquisite music, it has an amazing effect upon the sensuous part of
man. Perhaps I speak to some who are devotedly fond of music. I
am not going to say a word against the enjoyment of music. I derive
great enjoyment from it l)1yself. The effect upon some persons is
marvellous. We have something in everyone of us that is similar to
what belongs to the lower animals. The lower animals can be attracted
by music. Perhaps some of you have heard the story of the flute
player who killed the nightingale. A flute player in the county of
Surrey heard a nightingale in a neighbouring bush, and he played a
strain on his flute which the nightingale imitated; and when he had
attracted the bird's attention and caused it to imitate that strain, he
increased it, and the bird after a little effort imitated that also. By
judiciously enlarging his sphere, he at length produced a strain that it
required such an effort to imitate that the physical power of the poor
bird grew unequal to it, and it actually burst its heart in trying to
imitate the .flute. That was an extreme case, but there is something
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like it in the sensuous part of man. Here then is a dangerons elementdelightful, but dangerons; and many delightful things are dangerons.
It is delightful to man's enjoyment, but it is dangerons to divine
worship. It introduces an element in which thonsands can join, and
be interested, delighted and ravished, while they are quite distant
from God. There is thus no worship at all; and herein is the danger.
It is quite clear that there is a peril in this, becanse of the number of
persons who have no real personal religion, who may be taking a most
animated and most enlivened and hearty interest in this. They may
really think that this is divine worship; whereas all the while there
may be no approach to God in anyone of their hearts. Here then is a
danger in Christian worship. It arises from the circumstance that
while true Christianity is spiritual, the natural man receiveth not
spiritual things. It is a plain matter of fact that no object can be
received into the mind but by some power or faculty in the mind
corresponding to, or suitable to, that object. To the man who has
neither taste nor ear for mnsic, the most exquisite harmony will be
but confused sound. To the man who has no power of close reasoning,
the mathematician will demonstrate in vain. To the man who has no
lively imagination, the poet will be deemed a trifler. To the man who
has no warm affections, an impassioned orator will be pronounced an
enthnsiast. Everything must have its corresponding faculty in order
to be received. Now Christiauity is spiritual and can only be
spiritually discerned. The natural man cannot receive the things of
the Spirit because they are spiritually discerned. Now if Christiauity
consists of the Spirit of God, and if the natural man cannot receive
these things, what is to become of Christianity 1 While it is genuine,
it must be confined to spiritual men-plainly so. "If any man have
not the Spirit of Christ "-whatever else he may have-whatever
learning-whatever cultivation-whatever character he may have"he is none of His"; nor can he receive the Spirit of God. But
although genuine Christianity has ever been, and mnst ever be, confined
to spiritual man, the profession of Christianity has never been so
confined. In the Apostolic company itself there was a Judas; in the
Jewish Church, under the old law, there was an Ananias and Sapphira,
and ever since there have been unspiritual men professing spiritual
trutM. Now, how is it possible, you will ask, that unspiritual, or
what the Apostle calls natural men, can be sincere in their professions
of Christianity, seeing that it is spiritual and can only be received by
spiritual discernment 1 Why, the thing would have been impossible if
Christianity had never deteriorated. But in order to make it
possible to receive Christianity, a mixture was introduced. Things
which are not the things of the Spirit of God were joined with the
things which are, and the compound was called Christianity. The
natural things that were introduced were things that the natural man
could deal with, and so he deceived himself by dealing in this cll>mpound
and fancied he received Christianity.
Look at it in another instance which will show you what I mean.
20
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The grand subject of Christianity is Christ Himself, the central Sun
of the system. Everything in it is appointed by Him. Everything is
discussed in reference to Him. Is God the subject? "He is the
brightness of His Father's glory and the express image of His person."
Is creation the subject ? He is the Maker and Sustainer of it. "All
things were made by Him, and without Him was not anything made
that was made." Is righteousness the subject? He is the Worker
of it in those who walk in the ways of God and keep His way. Is
pardon the subject? He purchased it by His own precious blood.
Is the Church the subject? He is the Head of the Church. He is the
Head over all things. Is faith the subject? He is " the Author and
Finisher '~ of it. Is hell the subject? He is the only Refuge from it.
Is heaven the subject? He is the only Light and Glory of it. This is
all clear and distinct to the spiritual man. He receives it by faith, for
observe-Christ in His Godhead is invisible. In His manhood He is
absent-absent as plainly as words c~n say, because He has left us in
the Lord's Supper a remembrance of Him until His coming again, words
that would be a palpable deception if He continued to be present.
Well, being invisible in His Godhead, and absent in His manhood,
how is He to be presented to us? The answer that satisfies the
spiritual man is that He is received in the Word. By the Spirit and
by faith we believe. Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the
Word. Now, that I say is perfectly satisfactory to the spiritual man.
But what is the natural man to do? He has not faith. What is he
to do without faith in the spiritual presence of Christ? Gold, or silver,
or ebony, or marble, or ivory, or precious stones, are of no avail.
Instead of feeding in the heart by faith with thanksgiving, he feeds only
in the mouth. Here is the danger.
I am reminded of a passage quoted out of the charge only recently
delivered by one of our bishops-an Irish Bishop-but he is not any
the worse for that-Bishop O'Brien of Ossory. He says: "In all the
religions which man invented for himself, we see. the sensuous part of
his nature exercised and indnlged without scruple or restraint. Every
one knows how openly all such religious systems leaned .upon the
senses, and how prodigally they ministered to their gratification. [All
systems of heathenism for example.] How often indeed all that was
done in this way only served to prepare for the further step of making
the indulgence of the appetites and passions a part of the service of the
deities which man had made for himself, is also very well known. . . .
Christianity was not satisfied with vanquishing heatheuism. She
robbed it of its armour, and arrayed herself in its spoils. So that at
last she appeared in the shape of her extinct enemy and wielding all
the lower powers on which it relied. Not only did she make its temples
and its services, its altars and its images, its processions and its festivals,
her own; but-above all the ways in which she made herself like it,
the worst-she took to herself its numberless divinities, putting
Christian saints indeed in the place of Pagan deities, but ascribing to
them the same powers, assigning to them the same tutelary spheres,
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multiplying in the same way and for the same end their altars and
their images-nay, not infrequently taking possession, on behalf of
one of the new objects of worship, of the vacant shrine of some banished
god; and in some cases at once facilitating the substitution, and
marking unequivocally its true character, by retaining for the new
possessor the day which had been consecrated to the honour of the
old occupant, and, with slight changes, the rites by which it had been
celebrated."
.
If anyone wishes the details of what are here laid down, he had
better read Mr. Hislop's book on the two Babylons, where the whole
heathen Babylon is set forth as the prototype of the Antichristian
Babylon, and most striking it is. Now this shows the sensuous tendency of men, and points in the most striking way to the dangers
connected with this part of worship. If these be inevitable accom·
paniments to worship, which at the same time are deteriorating and
dangerous,- it becomes wise men to be cautious in their use. I do not
altogether discard them,-the evils are inevitable.
Let us, therefore, grant that music is indispensable. But if it has a
tendency to induce to a seeming worship of thousands who are not
really worshipping, it ought to be kept in check-we ought to be
guarded from it. It ought to be such music as shall be a handmaid to
devotion, and not a parade of itself-such music as a believing heart
can breathe up towards God, and not such as tickles the scientific ear,
independent of worship altogether. Here is our plea for the .modesty
of our parochial Church worship of the last three hundred years.
And here is our caution against the novelties recently introduced,
imitated from our Cathedrals, where a regular staff is ·prepared, and
where the thing is really done so well that spiritual people may utilii!e
it and make it a help to devotion. Still it is a dangerous thing, and it is
our argument against the attempt to introduce it throughout the
country-where it cannot be done well-where it is not done wellwhere amateurs spoil it-and where congregations are annoyed by itwhere the excess is not guarded against, and hence real worship is
marred and deteriorated by means of it.
Here I would venture to add a kind expostulation. I think if any
person in this room differs from the point I am advocating, he will be
obliged to acknowledge that I am not doing that which either you or
any Christian or myself need be ashamed of." I would affectionately
request any who are beginning to nibble at the bait to let it alone. Do
not my friends-do not any of you, my reverend· brethren--excuse
yourselves by saying, "Is it not a little one l-we do not intend to.go so
far as they do at St. A1ban's, Holborn." It is no real argument against
what I have been saying to allege that under the old dispensation
Almighty God commanded a gorgeous and musical service. First of
all that old service was typical. At all events we are not at liberty to
pick and choose if we could do it. Let us act consistently. It was
all of it ~ypical, and but shadows of things to come. So writes the
Apostle. The bleeding sacrifices were typical-every slain offering
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was typical-the sacrificing priests were typical: these all found their
antitypes in the Lord and Saviour Himself and His Church. The
bleeding sacrifice is the sin-offering, Himself. The free-will offering is
the sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, and with alms, given with such
sacrifice, God is well pleased. All are typical. Now, is it fair-is it
reasonable-is it candid-is it consistent-to claim the imitation of a
part of that system as though it had been a model, and not to imitate
the other parts of it? Acknowledge that it was typical. If we claim
it for imitation, let us imitate it all. If we deem that it was typical,
and so temporary, and that the first was taken away so that He might
establish the second, let us not imitate any part of it. I speak as to
wise men. Judge ye what I say. Is not this a fair argument-if you
claim any part of it -for imitation you are bound in consistency to
imitate it all? So if you claim for imitation the dress of the priest,
you should claim for imitation the sacrifice which the priest offereda lamb offered every morning at Matins, and a lamb slain every evening
at Vespers. Rut you do not slay the lamb, and yet you claim the
dress of the priest.
Perhaps some of you had a paper put into your hands as you came
into the hall this evening. I had. It had reference to this subject.
It says" The solemn and ritual kind of service which God revealed to
Moses in the Old Testament cannot be contradicted by the New
Testament, unless God is changed, which cannot be," and then it
refers to llassages of Scripture (Numbers xxiii. 19; Malachi iii. 6;
James i. 17), where it says there is no alteration in God, He is the
same always; no change can be in Him; He changeth not. The
spirit- must be the same, though the letteT may alter. The rites and
ceremonies taught to Moses were not of this earth, but" patterns of
things in the heaven" (Hebrews viii. 5, ix. 23). Here it is argued,
because God changeth not, what are ordered in the Old Testament
cannot be contradicted by the New Testament. True-but it may be
Temooed by the New Testament. And we may say that it has been
removed by it.
But suppose it not to be removed. Suppose the statement to be
taken in its integrity, that what is ordered in the Old Testament must
be continued-then you are bound to sacrifice animals. He ordered
that and He never changes. But it will not do. It will not do because
we get the true sacrifice and do not offer typical ones; we get the true
worship, and we do not offer the typical one. You should know that.
Then the paper proceeds thus: "Our Lord, when He was on earth
frequented the temple worship (Matthew xxi. 12; Mark xi. 27;
xii. 35 ; Luke ii. 46 ; xxi. 37; John vii. 10), and so did the Apostles
even after the day of Pentecost (Acts ii. 1; v. 20, 42; xxi. 26), in order
to show us that it remained true in principle, though certain parts of it
were now at an end, such as animal sacrifice, etc." Oh! how came you
to say that? although in the preceding paragraph you say that God
changeth not. Here is a paper by which I suppose some of you were
waylaid,. as I was, in coming to this meeting, and what I have - shown
~
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you is a " specimen" of what it contains in favour of the" novelties"
introduced into our Church. I will only further say, that while these
typical rites were in operation, the Church was under governors-but
only until the time appointed by the Father. There was a large
amount of evil against which the apostle guards the Christian brethren,
when he tells them to take care lest they "again be brought into
bondage."
.
But this paper proceeds another step further. When by this fear of
reasoning they be driven from the Mosaic ritual, they have recourse
through the Christian dispensation to what they call the Church ~f the
Apocalypse. But this refers to heavenly things. In heaven there is no
risk of any deteriorating element: there is no risk of language misleading, or music misleading. Here we am surrounded with infirmity,
but there the risky and deteriorating element is unknown.
I have endeavoured to show in the first place what is the true object
of Christian worship. I have endeavoured to show the true nature
and character of it in its highest exercise, and I have endeavoured to
show some of the indispensable but deteriorating accompaniments of
it when used by men here upon earth. I have endeavoured to do this
with as little immediate or offensive reference as to what has brought
us together as I possibly could. If any expression connected with it
has fallen from me needlessly to wound the feelings of any brethren
here present, I regret it extremely, and I candidly say to them I did
not intend to hurt their feelings. But I do request you carefully to
consider this matter. Whether the extreme indulgence in and cultivation of these risky things-these doubtful things-these things that
may be dangerous although you may say that they are not dangerouswhich to you may be possible-but whether they may not be so to
others. Those who are strong ought to consider the infirmities of the
weak. If I have shown you things which may be dangerous and
deceiving, let me entreat you seriously to take into consideration the
risk to others if not to yourselves; and whether you would not be
doing a better work to throw the whole force of your pious endeavours
into the intensifying of the simplicity of our unadorned worship, rather
than in supplying ornaments, which will attract the unwary and
deceive them, without deepening the devotion of the faithful. While
you intend to honour God by the ornaments, you may be deceiving man
and pulling down the worship from its heavenward flight to a mere
earthly enjoyment, and make it, instead of a fellowship with the Father
and Son, a sort of show of fellowship with gorgeous colours and beautiful sounds. Oh, my friends, take heed then and consider what you
are doing. Consider the blessings which Almighty God has given to
this country, in the simplicity of our worship. Plead not an old
rubric, whether obsolete or not, as an excuse for what may be dangerous
to your neighbours around you, but rather throw the fervour of your
piety into an earnest devotion and an intensifying of the simplicity of
our worship.
And let me take the liberty of addressing another class of you. I
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would take the. liberty in all affection to address those reverend
brethren who agree with me in sentiment on this subject and their
friends and flocks who may be here present. To you I would say, my
. reverend brethren, take care that everything is decent, orderly, reverent
and truly devotional in your Church services. Let there be no negligence-no disregard of outward things; but let there be a real anxiety
to make everything not merely decent and in order, but to make
everything devout and fervent. And in order to help you to do so, let
me entreat you [the laity] to take your part in the service of our Church,
not to sit silent and listening, but when there is an opportunity afforded
to you in the service of the Church, speak and give utterance to the
part appointed to you. Let your responses resound, let your" Amens "
ring. through the building, wherever it is; and when you do this,
remember the difference between personal worship and congregational
worship. I am persuaded that this difference is forgotten. I will tell
you what I have observed. I have observed men in our Church during
the service, setting their faces upon their hands, in the most comfortable
way they could, to repose during the prayers, and in an attitude that
renders it impossible for them to respond. Oh, do not do that. Kneel
up and lift your hands to God, and speak out when you worship; and
remember you are not in your own closet, you are a member of a bodya body is all around you-you are only one member. Let each pray,
for it is only in this way you can enter into the service. By joining in
the worship, you can cause sympathy to extend around you, and
although the result may not seem personal to you, it may be personal
to your friends and neighbours, and so they may join with you in one
thanksgiving to God.
They complain that our services are cold. If it be so, it is your
fault, it is not the fault of the service, and the way to warm it is not by
gorgeous dresses-not by processions-not by lighted candles, for they
cannot warm it. The way to warm it is by breathing and believing
hearts lifted up to God. Oh, then, my dear brethren, let this be your
ambition, to make your congregational worship a real intercourse
with God, not to let it be a meretricious adornment, which may gather
in p<lople to stare and gaze, but who do not worship. Let it be the
desire of your hearts to utilize what you have-the true words-the
sound words-the well-chosen words. Although they may be few,
and you are on earth, yet God is in heaven, and God hears. When you
utter a few well-chosen words, throw your hearts into them, and forget
all sights and sounds around you and ouly draw nigh to God. That
the place may be decent and proper and kept in a suitable manner,
and altogether convenient and right, commends itself to our reason.
Not that God dwells in temples made with hands. He is not more
in a church than in a barn-He is not more in the chancel or pew or
any other part of the church, than He is in the shop, or even in· the
parlour or drawing-room. He is an omnipresent God.
Where'er we seek Him, He is found, .
And every place is hallowed ground.
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Oh, let this be your desire: to raise the tone of your worship towards
heaven, rather .than make it a gewgaw show upon the earth, and so I
commend you to the Word of God and to His Christ.
You are aware that this is the first time I have had the opportunity
of opening my lips in the town of Leicester. It may be the last. I
have now nearly reached the close of man's life, as to the number of
years, although I am still able in God's mercy to speak to you. Very
likely I may not have the opportunity of speaking in this place again.
But I appeal to this great assembly to believe in Jesus and trust Him.
Draw nigh to God in Jesus Christ. Utilize Jesus-Jesus the Mediatorthe one-the only, all-sufficient Mediator. Utilize Him, and you will
have no occasion for dresses-no occasion for processions-no occasion
for candles-no occasion for crucifixes-and no occasion for crosses.
Utilize Jesus, He is All in All.
PAPAL SUPREMACY AND THE MASS.
By THE REV.

J. J.

BEDDOW, VICAR OF ST. ANDREW's, DRYPOOL, HULL.·

THE Rev. J. J. Beddow has recently preached two Sunday evening
sermons on certain aspects of Romanism. On the first Sunday he
preached to a large congregation on "Papal Supremacy Opposed to
Scripture and to the Welfare of Nations." The points of the sermons were followed with close attention. They were based upon 1
Peter ii. 4 and 5, and were :1. Delegated authority cannot be wider than the source or origin of
that authority.
2. Quoting from the Vatican decree of infallibility set up by Pope
Pius IX., the preacher showed that the Pope claimed supremacy as the
successor of St. Peter.
3. It was, therefore, a sufficient answer to that claim, that St. Peter
never claimed or exercised that authority himself. He calls himself
an "Elder" or "Presbyter," and exhorting his fellow" Elders," he
besought them not to " lord it over" God's heritage (1 Pet. v. 3).
4. Evidence that Peter ever visited Rome is very slender; and
though it may be held as a " pious belief" that he did, for the pretensions founded upon it we have a reasonable plea for demanding unequivocal evidence.
.
5. That he was Bishop of Rome for twenty-five years, if at all, is
more than doubtful. The New Testament never once mentions his
name in connection with Rome. St. Paul, when writing to the Church
in Rome and earnestly desiring to confer some spiritual benefit, deprecated bnilding " on another man's foundation." He does not include
St. Peter in the list of Christians at Rome to whom he sent salutations,
nor did he mention him when he wrote several Epistles from Rome,
and sent salutations from numerous brethren at Rome to other
Churches. This is more than strange if St. Peter was Bishop of Rome
a.t this period, as cla.imed by Romanists. When St. Paul lamented at
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his trial that" all men forsook him," ·was St. Peter among the deserters 1
Is such a supposition consistent with what we know of his character 1
How is it that the intrepid Peter never appears upon the scene in the
inspired history of Christianity at Rome, if he was Bishop of Rome,
holding and claiming supreme authority over the Church Universal?
6. As regards the crucial text "Upon this Rock will I build My
Church" (St. Matt. xvi. 18), there was no such thing as the" unanimous
consent of the Fathers." Indeed, there are few texts of any relative
importance upon which there is such a variety of interpretations. The
majority of the most learned of the Fathers did not apply it to Peter.
7. The title of "Universal Bishop," which the Popes now claim,
was repudiated by the Bishops of Rome for several centuries; and
other Churches, including the great African Church under St.
Augustine, of Hippo, refused to give that title to the Bishops of Rome.
8. The effect upon the nations which had succumbed to this supre·
macy had been disastrous; and their own historians had admitted
that for a long period the Popes had lived profligate lives.
Cardinal Baronius, the great Romish historian, says: "What was
then the face of the Holy Roman Church? How exceedingly foul was
it! . . . When the most powerfnl and most sordid harlots ruled at
Rome, by whose will sees were changed, Bishops were presented; and
what is more horrid to hear and unutterable, false Pontiffs, their
lovers, were intruded into the Chair of St. Peter," eto (Anno 912, tom.
xv.).
9. As the text shows, Christ is the" chosen, precious" Stone upon
which the Church of God is built, and" other foundation can no man
lay than that which is laid."
The subject of the Second Sermon was "The Mass, Contrary to
Scripture, and Dishonouring to the Work of Christ." Taking as his
text Heb. x. 12: "But this Man, after He had offered one Sacrifice
for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God," the preacher
enquired who could, without gross presumption, venture to add any
rite or ceremony in order to render that Sacrifice more effectual. Yet
the creed of Pope Pius IV. pronounces anathemas on those who deny
that in the mass there is offered a true propitiatory sacrifice. But the
inspired message of v. 18 is, " There is no more ofJer·ing for sin." What
did the Penitent Thief know about the Romish Mass 1 Did Paul and
Silas require the Jailer of Philippi to believe in the Mass? (Acts xvi. 30).
Could they produce a single instance in which the Apostles throughout
the history of the Acts, or in anyone of their Epistles, make the slightest
reference to any such ceremony? Their doctrine was, " By grace are
ye saved through faith "-faith in the finished work of the Lord Jesus
Christ. "He that heareth My word," says Christ, " and believeth on
Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment; but hath passed out of death into life" (St. John v. 24, R.V.). The
mass exalts the priest and dishonours Christ, and strips redemption of
its magnificence and grandeur.
By a happy coincidence the preacher took up a Sermon by Bishop
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Jewel, delivered at Paul's Cross, on the anniversary of that very day,
just 350 years ago. From this he made several quotations, among
them being the following :"I speak not these things, good brethren, to the intent to spoil
Christ of the honour that is due to Him. I know, and confess, that
Christ's blessed body is most worthy of all honour. I know that the
flesh of the Son of God is not less honourable, because it is now become
glorious, and sitteth in heaven at the right hand of God His Father.
The body of Christ, sitting above all heavens, is worshipped of us,
being here beneath in earth. Therefore, the priest at the communion,
before he enter into the holy mysteries, giveth warning unto the people
to mount up with their minds into heaven, and crieth unto them,
Sursum corda: 'Lift up your hearts'; according to the doctrine of
St. Paul, , If ye then be risen with Christ, seek for those things that be
above, where Christ is sitting at the right hand of His Father.' And
again: 'Our conversation or dwelling is in heaven; from whence we
look for our Saviour.' Therefore St. Augustine spake the words that
I before alleged: 'No man eateth Christ's flesh, but first he doth
worship it.' The eating thereof, and the worshipping must join
together. But where we eat it, there must we worship it; therefore
must we worship it sitting in heaven. So saith the old doctor and
father Chrysostom: 'Wheresoever is the carcase, there be the eagles' :
, the carcase is Christ's body; us he calleth the eagles, to declare that
whosoever will approach near to that body must get aloft. For this is
a banquet for eagles, that soar on high, not for jays, that keep the
ground.' Christ's body is in heaven: thither therefore must we
direct our hearts; there must we feed; there must we refresh ourselves;
and there must we worship it.'
" So saith St. Hierome: 'Let us get up, with Him, into the great
dining-chamber that is already prepared, and there let us receive of
Him above the cup of the New Testament.' So also saith St. Ambrose.
And to conclude, so saith Eusebius Emissenus: 'Lifting up thy mind
unto heaven, there worship and adore the body of thy God.'
" Thus did the old catholic fathers worship the body of Christ. Thus
may we also worship it safely, and without peril."
We " worship a living Christ, and praise Him for a finished Redemption."
[Bishop Jewel's answer to the question, "How and after what sort
we eat the body of Christ in the Sacrament! " is deferred until next
month.-T. H.]
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.
ON Friday evening, May 6th, at 6 o'clock, the lO3rd Annual Meeting
of the Society will (n.v.) be held in the Great Hall of the Cannon Street
Hotel. The chair will be taken by W. H. Seagram, Esq., and addresses
will be given by the Revs. D. L. Joluison, M.A., Rector of Peldon,
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W. S. J. Brown, and J. W. Tobitt; Sir Algernon Coote, Bart.,
Lieut.-Colonel M. A. Alves, F. A. Bevan, Esq., and A. Hayles, Esq.
The Co=ittee hope that all friends of the Institution will make an
effort to be present on this interesting occasion, when they have the
pleasure of welcoming visitors from many parts of the country.
The Sermon by the Rev. J. J. Beddow, K.C.L., Vicar of Drypool,
will be preached, as already announced, in St. Stephen's, Coleman Street,
at 7 o'clock on Thursday evening, May 26th. This annual service
has, for many years past, been fraught with much blessing, the beloved
Editor occupying the pulpit on each occasion, and with prayerfuI
expectancy the ensuing engagement is anticipated.
The Secretary has addressed meetings at Brentford, Cranbrook, and
BexIey; the Committee would be thankful if friends at other places
could kindly aid the Society by convening similar gatherings. It is
of the utmost importance to lay the claims of the Institution before
all who value its spiritual basis and increasing work, ·in order that
new annual subscriptions may be obtained. With 1646 pensioners,
and many new cases in view, the expenditure is rapidly growing.
Several generous donations have been recently received, accompanied
by letters of helpful Christian sympathy; to these friends, in Lancashire
and elsewhere, we would express our gratitude.
Visits to the Homes would well repay our readers, and a hearty
welcome would be given to one and all. The Chapel of the Camberwell
Home has been re-seated, adding much to its cheerfulness and to the
comfort of the worshippers. The Chapel and Hall of the Hornsey
Rise Home have also been renovated, and the beantiful garden now
shows the greenery and flowers of spring.
The New Annual Report, as submitted to the Meeting, will be sent
upon application; it contains a full account of the work of the past
year and many interesting sketches of the history of recipients.
A visitor entered the sick room of C. M. L., a pensioner who had long
been on the books, and whose life of 90 years was swiftly ebbing. Our
Lord was watching by that bedside; He administered heavenly
cordials; He stayed up that sinking head. Faintly the words were
spoken: "I long to go; underneath me are the everlasting arms.
Please tell your Committee and subscribers that their kindness to me
has fulfilled my Saviour's message, 'Inasmuch as ye have done it unto
the least of these My brethren, ye have done it unto Me.' "
In Luther's "Table Talk" it is recorded: "Giving must be done
with a free heart, without expecting reqnital. One evening, Luther,
walking abroad to take the air, gave alms to the poor. Doctor Jonas,
being with him, gave also something, and said, , Who knoweth whether
God will give it me again or no ?' Whereat Luther, smiling, answered
him and said, 'You· speak as if God had not given you this which you
have now given to the poor; we must give freely and willingly.' "
THE saints in glory shall rest from their labours, but not from their
praises.-R. Bellarmine.
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A DUMB DEVIL.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. EDITOR,-

.

I am reminded of a long-since glorified saint, a most gracious woman,
going into the vestry, and telling one of the Lord's dear servants that
she had long been possessed with a dumb devil; but that through his
discourse the Lord had broken the snare, and she had come to tell of
the Lord's goodness and delivering mercy to her soul. I think it is
honouring to God to tell in the Gates of Zion what He hath done for
our souls, and to rehearse somewhat of His mighty deeds, and to call
to remembrance days gone by and His former loving-kindnesses.
The article in the April Gospel Magazine, "Christ the Builder,"
served to do this in my own case. It brought to mind a season of
sweet refreshing from the presence of the Lord in July, i894, in hearing
the Lord's servant, Mr. Dolbey, at the Surrey Tabernacle, from the
same text, continuing the verse, "He shall bear the glory." Oh,
how He did exalt the dear Lord Jesus, and in all His works, and acts,
and offices declared" He shall bear the glory." I have never forgotten
it, and the words seem to reverberate in my ears and in my heart to-day.
" He shall bear the glory." It also seemed to follow up what I heard in
my youthful days when God was beginning His good work in my soul.
As far back as 1868, the Lord directed His servant, the Rev. J oseph
Stockbridge, of Guilden Morden, to speak from the word in Isaiah':
"I will fasten Him as a nail in a sure place," etc., "and they shall
hang upon Him all the glory of His Father's House." Mr. Stockbridge
wrote me years after that I was not the only one who was blessed under
the same discourse and at the same time, for he had received several
testimonies of what the Lord did by him at that time. Such is the
effect and fruit of a Christ-exalting ministry. Dear servants of the
Most High, still lift high the Royal Banner, speak well of the Name of
Jesus, tell His fame to sinners round, to earth's remotest bound. I
have proved Him true, notwithstanding all my fears and unbelief and
impatience, and so have milliOIis more, and so shall you. And dear
fellow-pilgrims, do not follow my example and remain dumb any
longer, but speak the word of exhortation; be not ashamed of
Jesus, nor to speak His praise .and declare His doings among the
people.
" Ashamed of Jesus, that dear Friend
On Whom my hopes of heaven depend!"
In spite of all opposing powers, let the weak say, "I am strong, for
Jesus is on my side"; and His word, both for soul and body, shall
be fulfilled. I will never leave thee, and never, no, never forsake
thee. So prays,
Yours in Jesus,
JABEZ.
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The following letter appeared in the Record of March 24th, 1910:"ROCK OF AGES."
SIR,-In the interesting sermon by Canon Duncan on Toplady's
" Rock of Ages" which appears in your issue of the 18th inst., it is
stated that Toplady, while in London" acted as editor of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, a periodical which for many years exercised great influence,
and to which many good and able men contributed." May I say that
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE is still in existence, and has for many years
been ably edited by the Rev. James Ormiston, Rector of St. Mary·lePort, Bristol 1 It is the oldest of all the religious periodicals, and was
established in the year 1766. It is published monthly by Mr. Samuel
Arnold, 74, Strand, W.C., at 6d. I had the pleasure a few years ago
of sitting with my family in the cleft of the huge limestone rock at
Blagdon, in which Toplady took refuge during a storm, and we united
in singing the beautiful hymn which forms the subject of Canon
Duncan's sermon. An interesting account of Toplady occurs in
Ryle's Ohristian Leaders 0/ the 18th Oentury.
KENSINGTON PARSONAGE, BATH,
THOMAS HOUGHTON
March 21st.
ENGLAND'S PBRIL.
AN ApPEAL TO THE NATION.
By SIDNEY COLLETT,
Author 0/ " The Scripture 0/ Truth."

o ENGLAND!

illustrious nation!
How greatly thy people are blest!
Thou hast, since the great Reformation,
Had liberty, riches, and rest.

The Bible has laid thy foundations,
The Sabbath has given thee rest,
The Truth thou hast sent to all nations,
The Jew is by thee unoppressed.
Such blessings are not of thy making,
'Tis God who has given thee all;
But, if His great laws thou art breaking,
Like Babylon, soon thou shalt fall.
What strange spirit now hast possessed thee 1
What means all this unrest within 1
What! leaving the God who has blessed thee
For worldliness, pleasure, and sin 1
The Bible-once held in such honourIs slighted, and criticised sore;
E'en men of the world stand and wonder
Why valour for Truth is no more.
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Thy Sabbaths-no longer kept holyAre given to pleasure and gain;
Alas, oh! what impious folly,
So sacred a gift to profane!
The Church which our forefathers gave us
Is learning Rome's ways one by one;
Though Rome, as her history tells us,
Great empires and kings has undone.
Few preachers now preach the " old" message,
The services "pleasant" are made;
While "popular" Sunday songs presage
Thy glory beginning to fade.
Thy army and navy will fail thee,
If God thou thus spurn and forsake;
Political schemes won't avail thee
If sacred commandments thou break.
Thy leaders-for " party" contendingAre blind to the country's true weal;
On human schemes they are depending
The ills of the nation to heal.
Thy people are drunken with pleasare,
Or their minds with cares are engrossed,
Scarce finding for God any leisure;
And soon, alas! all will be lost.
For God has His eyes on this nation,
o England! to thee will be sent
The doom of thy just condemnation,
Except, ah! "except thou repent."
[The above can be had in leaflet from from " The Berean Band,"
12, Baldwyn Gardens, Acton, London, W., Is. per hundred.]
~

A

RfH')ing iShentl:>.
MONTHLY

RECORD.

As we go to press we learn that the Veto Resolutions in relation to
the House of Lords have passed the Commons. A very important
statement has also been made by the Prime Minister (Mr. Asqnith)
on the policy of the Government with regard to "guarantees" for
carrying the Veto Resolutions into effect. What the final issue may
be no one can forecast, but it certainly behoves the Lord's people
to continue in prayer that God may overrnle all things for His own
glory and the good of our country.
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We would direct our readers' special attentioI! to the most valuable
address by the late Mr. C. H. Spurgeon Qn "The Uncha1UJeable
Gospel." Though delivered twenty-two years ago, it contains much
truth suited to the evil times in which we live.
Interviewed by a representative of the Paris Journal, Senor
Canalejas, the Spanish Premier, made the following important statement in reference to the establishment in Spain of complete liberty of
conscience. We quote the Standard of March 19th last: "We must
establish in Spain complete liberty of conscience. In this direction
I intend to go further than the Republicans wish, and I fear neither
the insults of the Left nor the threats of the Right. Spain must be
freed from c1ericalism in order to allow the Spanish nation to live
the life of the rest of Europe. This is how we shall go about it: We
shall negotiate with the Vatican and reorganize ecclesiastical property
on more rational and human bases. The congregations will be placed
under the law-a law which will be neither exceptional nor especially
favourable or tyrannical, but a law of liberty and equality. To ask
that monks should be expelled in the name of liberty is really too
ridiculous. My programme is lI\ade up of mutual respect and toleration and of reciprocal esteem."
A Parliamentary Paper issued on March 31st gives the following
abstract of the vital statistics of England and Wales in 1909:Marriages, 260,259; Births, 914,621; Deaths, 518,075. Of the births,
466,689 were males, and 447,932 females, and of the deaths, 265,375
were males, and 252,700 females. The total population of England
and Wales in the middle of 1909 was estimated at 35,756,615, as
against 32,527,843 on April 1st, 1901.
In London, the estimated population of which was 4,833,938 as
against 4,536,267 in 1901, the marriages numbered 38,176, the births
118,121 (of which 60,211 were males and 57,910 females), and the
deaths 68,612 (of which 35,319 were males and 33,293 females).
The following Protestant note by Mr. WaIter Walsh, in reference
to the Roman Catholic University in Ireland, appears in the E1UJlish
Churchman for March 31st, 1910: "The Irish Bishops cried out for years
for a Popish University in Ireland, and at last the present Gove=ent
foolishly granted their request. But now that it is established the
Roman Catholic parents of Ireland are not at all anxious to send their
sons to it. In fact, the National University is likely to prove a great
failure and a miserable fiasco. I judge so from some comments which
appeared in a Nationalist weekly paper called Sinn Fein, edited by
a Roman Catholic. In its issue for March 26th, it says: 'The National
University remains without student,'!. The Cork College has practically
cut itself off, and is now engaged in pulling various strings to secure
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the status of a University for itself. The Catholic student. of the
North are going into the Belfast University, and Trinity College has,
in the year of grace, 1910, more Catholic students entered on its books
than it has had since 1689.- The National University is a fact, according
to English Act of Parliament, but in no other sense is it a fact. Many
of its professors have no students to teach, and no likelihood of having
them as things stand..... Thus before the National University has
been a year born it is almost in extremis." ,
It would appear that thousands in Ireland are recelvmg old age
pensions who are not entitled to Lhem. Mr. Hobhouse (Financial
Secretary to the Treasmy) said in the House of Commons on March
18th last: "As to the allegations of injustice . . . whereas according
to the census returns of 1901 there were in Ireland only 152,000 persons
who, if they were living to-day, would be of pensionable age, as a
matter of fact no fewer than 183,000 persons were to·day drawing
pensions in Ireland."

On the subject of Prayer-Book Revision the following resolution
was carried unanimously at a meeting of the Council of the Church
Association held on March 3rd: "That in view of the threatened
attempt on the part of Convocation to legalize the' distinctive dress'
of the 'sacrificer' at Mass, and to permit the use of rival forms of
celebrating the office of Holy Communion (as now publicly advocated
by Lord Halifax and the Bishop of Birmingham), or to make any
alteration in that Office designed to emphasize its alleged 'sacrificial'
character (as suggested by the Bishop of St. Albans in his evidence
before the Royal Commission), the Church Association ,vill offer the
most strenuous and determined resistance, as well as to any like
changes designed to assimilate the Supper of the Lord to the Roman
Mass. And that the present composition of the two Convocations,
which includes a large proportion of members of secret societies for
Romanizing the Church of England, and of persons who are themselves
openly violating the law as laid down by the King's Ecclesiastical
Courts, makes it most inopportune to entrust the revision of our ancient
service books to such unsympathetic hands and disqualifies that
unreformed body to speak with final authority as 'the Church of
England by representation.' "
The Rev. Thomas Connellan, of Dublin, delivered a lecture on " Why
I left the Church of Rome," at the Y.M.C.A. Hall, Bristol, on March 2nd
last. In the course of his address he said that he was born in the Church
of Rome, and set apart for the priesthood when he was only twelve.
He spent six years at Maynooth College, where they were never
allowed to read a newspaper, not even the Freeman's J oornal! Later
he studied scholastic philosophy, part of which taught that members
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of another faith ought to be exterminated. Mr. Connellan explained that he then firmly pinned his faith to the Roman Catholic system,
and his first religious difficulty was when preparing a sermon dealing
with Transubstantiation. It was the contradictions in the writings
of the Fathers that first troubled him, and he felt that he could not
prove the case he had to present to his hearers. His religious difficulties
increased with his further studies of these Fathers, and he found that
the Douay Bible left no place for daily sacrifice-for no sacrifice save
the sacrifice of the Cross. Later in life he was explaining this to an
audience, and a priest, who had come to rebut what he said, finished
up by agreeing with his reading of the Douay Testament. That
priest afterwards resigned his position and went to America. He had
seen forty priests leave the Church of Rome in his time, and it was a
remarkable thing that a converted priest preaching Christ crucified
in the towns and among the peasantry of Ireland was able to do more
good than a hundred laymen. Well, the period came when he felt
he must leave the Church of Rome, and although he had not the time
to explain in detail, he left by being "drowned." Mr. Connellan
explained this by a reference to his own later experience in mission
work in Ireland. A young priest left his (Mr. Connellan's) house and
had not been since heard of. He had given particulars to the authorities,
but no tidings could be found of him. .An attempt was made to kidnap
four girls belonging to his (Mr. Connellan's) congregation, and two
were successfully carried off. One they never heard of again, but the
other made her escape from the nuns while at a railway station. A
month ago, in the open street, two attempts were made to kidnap a
converted Roman Catholic girl, and they nearly had a brawl in the
street. He had a staunch body of workers connected with his mission,
everyone of them a convert from Rome. The attempts were successfully
resisted, and he had the girl sent away. Well, he left the Church of
Rome by being "drowned." He left his clerical clothes in a boat
and got away to London, where he became a sub-editor on a weekly
paper. He made up his mind never to speak on a religious topic
again. He had lost faith in Christianity when losing his faith in the
Roman Catholic Church. But the Church of Rome and Christianity
were very different things. It was not until he met and conversed
with Prebendary Webb-Peploe that his conversion took place, and
then he determined to return to Ireland to preach the Gospel to his
countrymen. If the Irish, with their many good qualities, only had
that Gospel, they would be as loyal subjects and as industrious as the
Scotch and English, or as any people under the sun. He had seen
mighty changes in the past twenty years. He had seen priests needing
police protection, and signs of the people losing their superstitious
dread of the priest. But he feared that in breaking from Rome they
might, unless the Gospel was sent them, have the same experience
as the French and Italians. It should be England's privilege and
England's duty, as far as lay in its power, to help to extend in Ireland
the light of the Gospel.

