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.. Who comforteth llil in all our t<-ibulation, tJoat we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. L 4.

" BROUGHT! "
"The King hath brought me into His chambers."
-SONG of SOLOMON i. 4.

THE Church of GOD is dependent on her KING for every good and
perfect thing in the sphere of grace. The original gift itself was
His, and every after increase is also His. The first step in the
Divine life is alike of Him, from Him, and to Him. The earliest
impulse of the quickened soul is to find, and to be found in, CHRIST,
and to be satisfied only with Him and His resources. That impulse
is strengthened by holy use until it becomes confirmed and is
habitual. Nature has no lot or voice in this experience, and is
powerless to co-operate. At thiS point troubled souls are often
sorely perplexed and distressed. It is Divine mercy, therefore,
that forbids the finding of rest short of at CHRIST, its sole source.
The burdened child of GOD can find no deliverance from the
old, or "wretched man," that he naturally is, until He find it
wholly by faith in GOD'S PERFECT SON. The GOD-MAN and His
MERITS answer all the demands of the FATHER'S justice and truthand faith is satisfied! It is ever the object of the SPIRIT'S work
upon and in favoured souls to empty and strip them of all reliance
on nature and its resources. "The flesh profiteth nothing."
Everything must be done for the child of GOD. He ill absolutely
17
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without strength, and needs to be painfully taught to feel and confess
it. Yet, ,this abject helplessness is one of the marks of Divine
sonship-of the new birth. All creature sufficiency must be put
to death-it needs to be slain at the cross, nailed to the tree, and
there left. "I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no
good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform
that which is good I find not." Between the disposition of the
new man and that of the old there is bitter antagonism, resulting
in deadly warfare. The renewed will being, by derivation, "of
GOD," eannot consent to the inclinations and dictates of nature,
but determinedly resists them. "All that will live godly in
CHRIST JESUS" can do so only by suffering for it-but they delight
in the experience. "By these things men live, and in all these
things is the life of my spirit."
It is thus that the Church of GOD receives her increase and
prosperity. Grace enables her to accept her lot at the hands of
Divine wisdom-and she finds it altogether contrary to nature.
"The KING hath brought me into His chambers." This He
effects in her experience by the operations of the indwelling
SPIRIT. All the motions of the HOLY ONE are according to His
gracious will and counsel. The secret "chambers" into which
He brings the saints Jor fellowship and communion are richly
spread by His own bountiful hand with all manner of choice
delight. "Eat, 0 friends; drink, yea, drink abundantly, 0
beloved," He bids His needy and unworthy guests, as they in
spirit enter the courts of His sacred presence. He hath made
them welcome, with a royal welcome, into the chambers of His
MAJESTY, and they are by the operations of His grace made to
realize there perfect rest and ease of soul. It is altogether through
Ris infinite merits, blood, and righteousness that they are found
where they are-and it is all due to Himself that their bliss is
perfect and perpetual. His love-His tender, His eternal loveexplains the mystery!
" ATONEMENT! Yes, Divine atonement!
Love that not only lived, but died!
Love, that not only healed, but suffered!Cross-bearing love-Christ crucified! "
It is thus that the LORD manifests Himself unto His people as
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He does not unto the ·world, and thus He grants them even here
and now anticipation of that hereafter of bliss which will be theirs
by and by in all its fulness. These sweet outpourings of celestial
joy and rest come as special indulgences frpm our heavenly FATHER
to His needy children in their time-state, to revive their drooping
hearts and weary spirits. When He. gives peace, who then can
make trouble 1 These are seasons when strong consolation
abounds, and a new song is called forth, even praise and thanksgiving to our GOD. " Mercy and truth meet together; righteousness and peace kiss each other." As one has well said, " the word
, kiss' is a lit.eral rendering; and how expressive! Righteousness
and peace are charmed with the perfection and beauty of each
other; not a flaw; not a spot; not a defect. No scene of joy
is so wide in its range, or so perfect in its character, as the
salvation of a soul. It delights the heart of GOD the FATHER;
the SON sees of the travail of His soul, and is satisfied; the HOLY
SPIRIT rejoices in His own creative work; there is joy in the
presence of the angels of GOD; the saved one is filled with
, love, joy, and peace in believing.' Here' mercy and truth are
met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other.' "
The abiding-place of the FATHER, the SON, and the HOLY GHOST
is in the midst of the Church, raised from sin, and earth, and
flesh, and changed into the spotless likeness of her BELOVED
LORD. "His chambers"-the secret mansions of the MOST HIGH
-are already prepared to receive the spotless BRIDE, perfectly
ready -for her HUSBAl D, " altogether glorious," the BRIDE-who,
as the Word beautifully declares, "looketh forth as the morning, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army
with banners"!
" 0 DIVINE LOVE! 0 loving LORD and GOD!
We look-we would for ever look-to Thee!
Thy beauty dawns, Thy glory beams abroad;
o SUN of our SALVATION! now we see!
" Soon shalt THOU be transfigured to our sight!
Uplifted-in the midst-but on a throne,
Thy wounds shall stream with rays of tender light,
Thy cross remembered, but Thy sorrow gone! "
Cli/ton.

THE EDITOR.
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SEVEN "I WILLS."
" I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, mtd
I will rid you out of their bondage, and I will redeem you with
a stretched out arm, and with great judgments: and I win take
you to Me for a people, and I will be to you for a God: and ye
shall know that I am the Lord your God, which b1'ingeth you out
from unde?' the burdens of the Egyptians. And I will bring
you in unto the land, concerning the which I did swear to give
it to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jricob,. and I will give it yott
for a heritage."-ExoDUS vi. 6-8.

WE have here a group of seven" I wills." The Lord says to His
people" I will bring you out," "I will rid you," "I will redeem
you," " I will take you," " I will be to you," " I will bring you in,"
"I will give . . . you." These seven "I wills" are enclosed
within the twofold declaration, "I am the Lord," indicating
that the covenant God of Israel is the peaker of this seven-fold
expression of His purpose of grace and mercy towards His people,
and suggesting also that they might rest assured that what He
thus promises He is able also to perform. He has condescended
to bind Himself to bestow upon all His chosen, the blessings here
promised, and His covenant will He not break nor alter the thing
that is gone out of His lips.
How gracious He is to reveal to His people His purposes of love,
and how cheering it is to the believing heart to know that nothing
can hinder the accomplishment of His gracious designs!
The "I wills" of this passage may be broken up into the "I
wills" of redemption, the "I wills" of sanctification, and the "I
wills" of glorification.
Let us first consider the " I wills" of Redemption.
The children of Israel were in bondage. The Egyptians made
them "serve with rigour." "They made their lives bitter with
hard bondage." Cruel taskmasters were set over them" to affiict
them with their burdens." Their condition was, humanly speaking,
helpless and hopeless, but they were GOD'S chosen people, a people
whom He had covenanted to redeem and save. Accordingly,
while they were groaning under their burdens, the LORD said,
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"I have surely seen the affliction of My people which are in
Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters
. . . and I am come down to deliver them" (Exod. iii. 7, 8).
How typical is all this of " the Israel of God," a people chosen in
Christ out of " all nations, and kindreds, and people and tongues,"
a people who are the spiritual seed of Abraham, and who constitute
"the Church of God which He hath purchased with His own blood."
The spiritual Israel are all by nature in spiritual bondage. They
are in darkness and under the power of Satan. By him they are
cruelly oppressed, and their lives are made bitter with hard spiritual
bondage. "The way of transgressors is hard." The service of
Satan is a service of sin and rebellion against God, and consequently it is a service which issues in sorrow and death. Those
who are under the power of Satan are "dead in trespasses and
sins," and are utterly helpless to deliver themselves from his power.
Their condition is such that they" cannot turn and prepare themsevles by their own natural strength and good works to faith and
calling upon God" (Article X.).'
But the spiritual Israel are also a chosen people whom God has
covenanted to redeem. God" that cannot lie" promised to their
Divine Surety eternal life on their behalf before the world began
(Titus i. 2), and He has surely seen the affliction of His people
who are under the power of Satan, and has come down to deliver
them. Yes," this is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation,
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners." "The
Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost." The
re~emption of God's people is the outcome of God's purpose.
" I will bring you from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and
I will rid you out of their bondage, and I will redeem you with a
stretched out arm, and with great judgments." He saves and
calls His people not according to their works, but "according to
His own purpose and grace which was given us in Christ Jesus
before the world began" (2 Tim. i. 9).
" Firm as the lasting hills,
This covenant shall endure,
Whose potent shalls and wills .
Make every blessing sure;
When ruin shakes all nature's frame,
Its every word shall stand the same."
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Let us not forget, however, that the redemption of God's people
is by blood.
The deliverance of Israel from Egypt did not take place until
blood had been shed. Death and not deliverance would have
visited every Israelitish household if the blood of the passover
lamb had not been shed and sprinkled upon their houses. The
redemption of the spiritual Israel from the penalty and power
of sin is by the blood of Christ our Passover. "We have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the
riches of His grace." "Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of
the law, being made a curse for us." The song 'of the redeemed
is, "Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood
out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation" (Rev.
v. 9).
« Jesus saw His Church, enslaved,
In her guilt and far from God;
But, resolved she should be saved,
Interposed His precious blood:
How He loved her!
Thus to suffer for her good."
Oh! what love He displayed when "He was wounded for our
transgressions and bruised for our iniquities"! How continuous
should be our gratitude and praise that He came to do His Father's
will by His redeeming work.
Secondly, let us consider the" I wills" of Sanctification.
The children of Israel, having been redeemed from the bondage
of Egypt, were separated from all other nations to be God's peculiar
people. In view of this God says: "I will take you to Me for a
people, and I will be to you a God." Moses said to them, " The
Lord hath taken you, and brought you forth out of the iron furnace,
even out of Egypt, to be unto Him a people of inheritance, as ye
are this day" (Deut. iv. 20). They were separated to be the
Lord's own inheritance. They were chosen to be "a special
people" unto the Lord, and this relationship was to continue,
"For Thou hast confirmed to Thyself Thy people Israel, to be a
people unto Thee for ever." (See Deut. vii. 6; 2 Sam. vii. 24).
So in the case of the spiritual Israel. Their redemption is followed
by their sanctification or separation from the world. They are
" beloved of the Lord," " chosen to salvation through sanctification
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of the Spirit and belief of the truth." By the regenerating and
sanctifying operations of the Spirit they are separated from the
world around them, and God thus takes them to Himself for a
people, and they realize that He is their God. "God hath said,
I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God,
and they shall be My people" (2 Cor. vi. 16). Do we know what
it is to be redeemed from the bondage of sin and Satan, and are
we conscious of the quickening, sanctifying, and separating operations of the Spirit in our hearts? If so, God has taken us to
Himself for a people. Unworthy and sinful though we are,
He has set His love upon us, and taken us to be His own inheritance.
By His Spirit He dwells in our hearts, and assures us that He is
our God and our portion for ever. What a comfort is all this
in our wilderness experience! He is our God, our Keeper, our
Helper, our Guide. He goes before us, protects us, supplies all
our needs, dwelleth in us, and will never leave us nor forsake us.
What manner of persons ought we to be who are thus privileged
and blessed! What need there is to be sober and watchful unto
prayer! How careful we should be, by His grace and power, to
" walk worthy of the vocation wherewith we are called."
" Awake! awake! ye saints of God,
Redeemed and cleansed with precious blood,
In Christ pronounced just:
Your beauteous garments daily wear,
Let your true dignity appear,
Shake off the earthly dust."
Finally, let us consider the " I wills " of Glorification.
The same God Who purposed to bring the children of Israel
out ,from under their burdens and to separate them to Himself
for His own people, also purposed to bring them into the inheritance
which He had promised to give them. " I will bring you in unto
the land, concerning the which I did swear to give it to Abraham,
to Isaac, and to Jacob; and I will give it you for an heritage."
This Divine purpose and promise covered all the journey from
Egypt to Canaan. It guaranteed with absolute certainty their
safe conduct to the promised inheritance, so that they were instructed to say to their children in time to come, '~He brought
us out from thence, that He might bring us in, to give us the land
which He sware unto our fathers" (Deut., vi. 23). So, dear
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children of God, He Who redeemed you from the bondage of sin
and has sanctified you from the world, will eventually bring you
to the heavenly inheritance. " It is your Father's good pleasure
to give you the kingdom." "Whom He justified, them He also
glorified." "This is the Father's will which hath sent Me, that
of all which He hath given Me I should lose nothing, but should
raise it up again at the last day" (John vi. 39). What reason,
then, we have to "rejoice in hope of the glory of God." In the
words of Frances Ridley Havergal, we can sing ;" Our Saviour and our King,
Enthroned and crowned above,
Shall with exceeding gladness bring
The children of His love.
" All that the Father gave
His glory shall behold;
Not one whom Jesus came to save
Is missing from the fold."

Bath.

THOMAS HOUGHTON.

ROMANS viii. 28. The Apostle does not say that all things will, but
do, work together for good. The work is on the wheel, and every
movement of the wheel is for your benefit. Not only the angels who
encamp around you,or the living saints who continually pray for you,
but even your enemies, the old dragon and his angels, are engaged in
this matter. It is true this is not their design. No! They think
they are carrying on their own work of destroying you, as it is said of
the Assyrian whom the Lord sent to punish a hypocritical nation,
"Howbeit, he meaneth not so "; yet it was God's work that he was
carrying on, though he did not intend to do so. All the events that
take place in the world carry on the same work-the glory of the
Father and the salvation of His children. Every illness and infirmity
that may seize ·you, every loss you may meet with, every reproach you
may endure, every shame that may colour your faces, every sorrow in
your hearts, every agony and pain in your flesh, every aching in your
bones, are for your good. Every change in your condition-your
fine weather and your rough weather, your sunny weather and your
cloudy weather, your ebbing and your flowing, your liberty and your
imprisonment-all turn out for good. Oh, Christians, see what a harvest
of blessings ripens from this text! The Lord is at work; all creation
is at work; men and angels, friends and foes, all are busy, working
together for good. Oh, dear Lord Jesus, what hast Thou seen in us,
that Thou shouldest order things so wondrously for us, and make all
things to work together for our good ?-The late Daniel RowZand.
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llhlgrim 1Papetlii.
WELLSPRINGS.
" For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear,. but ye
have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father."
-ROMANS viii. 15.

WERE it not for constant application to and receiving from the(Holy
Spirit the promised aid from on high for these monthly articles, the
writer, in all humility, would shrink from attempting to enter the
precincts of this sublime chapter. "It is too high for me," seems to
be the language of the soul, and yet all soul-attainment being Spiritwrought, being worked in the hearts of the simplest, humblest, most
insignificant-yea, "the fool "-{)f God's living family, we look unto
Him to reveal, as He does unto babes, these precious truths, and make
them experimentally precious to our souls.
This chapter, it has been pointed out, begins with " no condemnation," and ends with" no separation," "to them that are in Christ
Jesus." It scales heights and searches depths of unutterable love.
It leaves the law, and embraces the Gospel. It leads believers on
step by step, until it introduces them to the Father, and calls the
Spirit-led ones" sons of God," who wait for their" manifestation "apocalypse-revelation. It reminds them how "all things work
together for good"; shows their complete justification and their
coming glorification. It contains the royal challenge, "Who shall
lay anything to the charge of God's elect? " and answers, " It is God
that justifieth." And then there is the record of that glorious persuasion that " neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor
powers, nor things' present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth,
nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of
God, which is in Christ Jesus."
Now, beloved reader, as you review your glorious heritage, and ponder
the wonders of His graee, and sing of His redeeming love, may the
verse chosen by the Divine witnesser of Jesus for our consideration at
this time, be found unto comfort, and edification, and the glory of
His name.
.
" For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear,. but
ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father."

What a gracious assertion, and how compassionately uttered! How
it suits us little ones, babes in grace, in the lowest form of the infants'
school. It decl'ares what we have not received and what we have
received. "Ye have not received the spirit of bondage, . . . . but ye
have received the Spirit of adoption." So the Holy Spirit leaves no
room for doubt or questioning as to what is the gracious exercising
of the Spirit, the mind of God. There is no bondage there. There are
bands, it is true, but they are the drawing bands and the binding cords
of everlasting love. "Ye have been called unto liberty," writes the
same Apostle to his Galatian brethren; and, "Stand fast, therefore,
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in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made you free, and be not entangled
again with the yoke of bondage." The spirit of bondage is ours to
our sorrow and slavery. It drags down the soul; it keeps us looking
within, where nothing can possibly satisfy. It sends us back upon
frames and feelings, it fosters spiritual pride while making us appear
humble. But none can" lay anything to the charge of God's elect,"
and they are delivered by the Spirit of adoption, brought little
by little out of the dark environs of self, and introduced into "the
glorious liberty of the children of God." Then they see that their
completeness is up yonder-in Christ accepted, justified, freely
received, graciously pardoned, and complete. This then is the Spirit
of adoption which breathes in and out of our hearts, and as children
we cry, Abba, Father!
Note the little word" again." By it the Apostle would urge upon
his brethren that in spite of the constant warfare, and the deadly
thrusts of the enemy of souls, in spite of the two natures at
warfare, the law and the Spirit, the carnal and the spiritual, yet,
"we have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear."
All that comes as His gift from above is good and perfect.
"The spirit of bondage" is ours as consequent upon our fallen,
tempted, suffering nature. "Fear hath torment," says the beloved
John, but" perfect love casteth out f.ear." Yet we do fear. We fear
the constant risings of sin, and we fear we shall after all perish and
make shipwreck :-" within were fears." Then Satan, that great
adversary of the soul, takes advantage and insinuates his vile doubts
and hellish suggestions, and tightens his chains about us. Fear,
awfully real, possesses us. Our feet are fast in the stocks, and our
bondage is as real as that of the Israelites of old who cried out by
reason of their hard taskmasters. Oh! how awful are the delusions
ltnd devices of Satan, so that" if it were possible he would deceive
the very elect." What a hold he gets upon the dear, tempted, harassed
children of God, so that they" cannot look up," so that they forget
that" if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart," so
that they sleep on the battle-field and lose sight of their sword, which
should ever be in their hand, even as the word" It is written" should
be ever on their lips. But" Rejoice not against me, 0 mine enemy:
when I fall, I shall arise:" "Resist the devil, and he will flee from you."
The Lord the Spirit will, little by little, put every enemy to shame.
An old writer has said truly: "A saint is not free from sin, that is
his burden. A saint is not free to sin, that is his blessing. Sin is in
him, that is his lamentation; but his soul is not in sin, that is his consola,tion."
Here comes in that glorious word of comfort: "Being made free
from sin." "Sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not
under the law, but under grace." Oh! when cast down by gloomy
doubts and slavish fears, may the eye of faith soar to the glorious
Law-fulfiller, Who has finished transgression and put an end to sin,
and be led to see her adoption and standing in Jesus, the spotless
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Lamb of God, Who in strong cryings and tears to His Father " was
heard in that He feared." Heard for the children's sake! Heard
in Gethsemane as He cried, "Father, if it be possible, let this cup
pass from Me." But the Father" put Him to grief." His soul was
made" an offering for sin," and He suffered" the Just for the unjust,
that He might bring us to God." Hence His redeemed, blood-bought,
pardoned, reconciled ones-et joint-heirs" with Christ-may approach
with, Abba, dear Father! He is the First-born of His many brethren!
In bringing many sons to glory, the Captain of our salvation was made
" perfect through suffering."
(f;'l
Oh! should we not long more ardently after this Spirit of adoption,
and walk as His dear children; telling forth His redeeming love,
testifying to so great salvation, and enjoying the liberty wherewith
Christ hath made His children free!
Such inwrought truths and comfortable assurance will tell, too, in
our daily walk as well as in our closet co=unions. "I will walk at
liberty," in my daily calling. The daily needs and difficulties are
thus seen, met, and coped with in a new light.
" Now I see, whate'er betide,
All is well if Christ be mine;
He has promised to: provide,
I have only to resign.
:",J
"'When a sense of sin and thrall
Forced me to the sinner's Friend;
He engaged to manage all,
By the way, and to the end."
All is thus met with and dealt with" in the sanctuary," where alone
we understand these things. There is holy boldness, liberty, access.
No longer can we retain in His presence" the spirit of bondage again
to fear" ; all is cast down at Jesus' feet. He has undertaken our cause,
and has prevailed. There we bring our fears, our doubts, our sorrows,
our difficulties, all our anxious concerns, and, worst of all, " this load
of sin" which is our daily and chief" burden"; and we are sent away
pardoned, renewed, forgiven, rejoicing, and triumphant. "If God be
for us, who can be against us ~ "
" Oh! I have seen the day
When, with a single word,
God helping me to say
, My trust is in the LQrd,'
My soul hath quelled a thousand foes,
Fearless of all that could oppose. .
" But unbelief, self-will,
Self-righteousness, and pride,
How often do they steal
My weapon from my side;
Yet David's Lord and Gideon's Friend
Will help His servant to the end."
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So that we see and learn, by sure if slow degrees, how there is no cause
for fear. His gracious deliverances are so ready, so constant, and so
real. We are brought again and again " out of all our fears." It is
a daily conflict, an ever-recurring warfare. There are frowning
providences, dark clouds, aftlictions, sufferings, bereavements. Life
seems one long pathway of trial. But stay! Is there not the richest
compensation, the wondrous help, the all-sustaining grace, the tender
exhortation to cast all our care upon Him, for He careth for us 1 Is
there not that word of strong confidence, "He that believeth shall
not make haste" 1 And when our soul is overwhelmed within us,
the hand of the Alniighty God of Jacob is put forth on our behalf,and
we are led" to the Rock that is higher than I." Have we not shared
the experience of the hymn-writer 1"But when Christ, my Lord and Friend,
Is pleased to show His power;
All at once my troubles end,
And I have a golden hour;
Then I see His sniiling face,
Feel the pledge of joys to come;
Often, Lord, repeat this grace,
Till Thou shalt call me home."
Brethren, we know how well the lot is cast for us! It is in the lap of
His unerring wisdom and love, and He has, as Bunyan says, " bags of
mercies that were never yet broken up or unsealed. Hence it is said,
He has goodness laid up, things 'reserved.' If He breaks up one of
these bags, who can tell what He can do ~ "
And He Who" delighteth in mercy," delighteth to scatter His tender
mercies, to bestow His pardons, to welcome His coming ones to touch
His royal sceptre, to load them ,,:ith daily benefits, to grant them
constant deliverances from sin, self, and Satan, and to put anew
song in their mouth, even praise unto their God. As of old, Jehovah
spoke to Abraham His friend: "Arise, walk through the land in the
length of it and in the breadth of it; for I will give it unto thee,"
so much more does Jehovah-Jesus encourage each one of His pilgrims
now to "go up and possess the land." I will walk" at liberty,"
when " Thou shalt enlarge my heart."

n.

" THE flesh profiteth nothing," saith Christ (John vi. 63).
"In our
flesh dwelleth no good thing," saith St. Paul (Rom. vii. 18). Though
we are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, yet how prone are we to look
for power from ourselves, and expect to find goodness in ourselves! And
how does disappointment bring on dejection! This is the foolishness
of folly. What! "Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ
is in you 1 " (2 Cor. xiii. 5). And that, the body is dead because of sin" 1
(Rom. viii. 10). Divine Comforter, teach me ever to glory in this Thy
truth: "In the Lord have I righteousness and strength" (Isa. xlv. 24).
~Mason.

,
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THE PORTRAIT.-BISHOP NICHOLAS RIDLEY.
(REPRINTED FROM];" THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE," OF A.D., 1766.)
NICHOLAS RIDLEY was born in the beginning of the sixteenth century,
in Tynedale, not far from the Scotch borders in Northumberland, of
an ancient family in that county. He was educated in grammatical
learning at Newcastle-upon-Tyne, and went through his academical
studies at Cambridge, till he took the degree of bachelor of arts. He
afterwards went to Oxford, where he was elected fellow of University
College in 1521, but he soon returned to Cambridge, where he became
doctor of divinity, and master of Pembroke Hall.
He was called from thence by Archbishop Cranmer to be Vicar of
Herne, in Kent; where he was a faithful and useful minister. And
about this time it pleased God to reveal to him the true doctrine concerning the Lord's Supper, and to bless his ministry for the conversion
of souls; and amongst others the lady Phines, who proved an eminent
instrument in promoting the glory and honour of God in her. day and
generation.
Afterwards he was made a prebend of Canterbury; but not liking
his society there, he went to France, and at his return was made chaplain
to King Henry VIII., and Bishop of Rochester, and from thence, in
the reign of Edward VI., he was made Bishop of London: in which
places he took so great pains in preaching, that he was loved dearly
by his flock, to whom also he was very exemplary, so that his greatest
enemies had nothing to say against him.
Every Sabbath and holiday he preached in one place or other, unless
something extraordinary hindered him; and multitudes of people
resorted to hear his sermons, swarming about him like bees, to gather
the sweet flowers and wholesome food of his Gospel doctrine. He
was remarkable for his great learning, which appeared by his works,
and his substantial sermons and several disputations in both Universities,
which was acknowledged by his adversaries themselves.
As he was religious and godly himself, so nothing appeared in his
family but religion and godliness. He was first converted by reading
Bertram's book on the Sacrament, and much confirmed by conference
with Dr. Cranmer and Peter Martyr. In the beginning of Queen Mary'::;
bloody reign, he was imprisoned among the first in the Tower, and
£ron! thence he was sent to Oxford, with C:ranmer and Latimer, and
there kept in the common prison, till at length, being separated from
his brethren, he was committed to the custody of one Irish, with whom
he remained till the day of his martyrdom, October 16, 1555.
While in prison he wrote to Latimer to this purpose: "I pray you,
good father, let me hear something more from you to comfort me;
for except the Lord assist lue in His service, I shall play but a mean
part; but He can make a coward in His cause to fight like a man."
In a letter to Mr. Bradford he said: "As far as London is from
Oxford, yet from thence we have received meat, money, and shirts,
not only from our acquaintance, but also from some strangers. I
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know for Whose sake they do it. Ever since I heard of our dear brother
Rogers' stout confession and sufferings (blessed be God for it !) I have
never felt any lumpish heaviness in my heart, as sometimes I did before.
And, blessed be God, notwithstanding our hard restraint, and the
evil reports raised of us, we are joyful in God; and all our care is and
shall be, by God's grace, to please and serve Him, from Whom we
expect, after these temporary and momentary miseries, to have eternal
joy and perpetual felicity with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Farewell,
'We shaH, by the grace of God, one day meet and be joyful together,
which day assuredly approacheth: the Lord grant it may shortly
come."
He wrote to Mr. Grindal, at that time in exile: he said: "I was
about two months close prisoner in the Tower; after that, without
my seeking, I had the liberty of the Tower granted me, and so I continued about half a year; till, refusing to be present at a Mass, I was
shut up close prisoner again. The last Lent but one, on account of
their rising in Kent, the Tower was so full of prisoners, that the Ar<:hbishop of Canterbury, Mr. Latimer, Mr. Bradford, and myself, were all
put into one prison, where we remained till almost Easter; and then
Dr. Cranmer, Mr. Latimer, Mr. Bradford, and myself "ere sent down
to Oxford, and were suffered to have nothing with us but what we
carried upon us. About Whitsuntide following were our disputations
at Oxford, after which we had pen, ink, and all things taken from us,
and our own servants were removed from us, and strangers placed in
their steads; and all of us kept apart, as we are to this day. God be
blessed, we are all three in good health and of good cheer, and have
long looked for our sufferings; for a day or two after our disputations
we were condemned for heretics: the Lord's will be fulfilled in us."
Public disputations had been held in both Universities, between the
reformers and the papists, concerning the real presence of Christ in
the Sacrament. Ridley was sent to Cambridge, with some other delegates, where a disputation was held for three days together, to prove
that transubstantiation was not found in the plain and manifest words
of Scripture, nor could necessarily be collected from it, nor confirmed
by the consent of the ancient fathers: and that there is no other
sacrifice and oblation in the Lord's Supper, than of the remembrance
of Christ's death, and of thanksgiving. The debate was summed up
with a great deal of temper and learning by Bishop Ridley, in a strong
determination against the bodily presence. It is supposed that he
was then master of that subject more than any man of the age; for
by reading a book of Bertram's in the ninth century, who was much
esteemed, and had confuted the real presence of Christ's flesh and
blood in the Lord's Supper, he concluded that it was not the ancient
doctrine of the Church, but had been introduced with other errors in
the later centuries.
He communicated this discovery to his friend Archbishop Cranmer ;
and they set themselves to examine it with more than common care;
making great collections out of the Fathers, and other ancient writers,
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They showed that
all the high expressions which were to be found in Chrysostom, and
other ancient writers on this subject, were 'only strains and figures of
eloquence, to raise the devotion of the people in this holy ordinance;
though the following ages had built their belief on these expressions,
and seemed disposed to believe what appeared void of all evidence.
But this opinion of the real presence having been so generally received
in England above three hundred years, those eminent reformers
proceeded gradually in discussing it, that the people might be better
disposed to receive what they intended afterwards to establish.
Ridley assisted Cranmer in the first edition of the liturgy, or Common
Prayer, which was published in 1548, in Edward the Sixth's reign.
He was ranked with Cranmer, Hooper, and Ferrars, among those
called the zealous Protestants, in opposition to Gardiner, Tunstal,
and Bonner, who were called zealous Papists,
Ridley printed the Injunctions which he had set forth for the visitation of his diocese; and they show what progress the Reformation
had made in England. They particularly enjoined that none should
receive the communion, but such as should be ready with meekness
to confess the articles of the creed upon request of the curate. That
the homilies should be read orderly, without omission of any part
thereof; and that the Common Prayer be read in every church upon
Wednesdays and Fridays. That none should maintain purgatory,
invocation of saints, the six articles, bead-rolls, pilgrimages, relics,
rubrics, primers, justification of man by his own works, holy bread,
psalms, ashes, candles, creeping to the cross, hallowing of fire, or altars,
or such-like abuses.
King Edward VI. was under a visible decay, and Bishop Ridley
preached before him towards the latter end of his sickness. The
bishop enlarged much in his sermon on the good effects of charity,
and the king was so moved with what he said, that immediately after
the sermon he sent for the bishop, whom he commanded to sit down
and be covered. His majesty resumed the heads of the discourse,
and said his lordship must give some directions how he might acquit
himself of his duty. The bishop, astonished at so much tenderness
and sensibility in so young a prince, burst forth into tears; but desired
time to consider of the particular channel in which the royal charity
should be directed; and that the king would give him leave to consult
with the Lord Mayor and aldermen about it. His Majesty accordingly
wrote them a letter by the bishop, who returned to him with a scheme
of three foundations; one for the Sick and Wounded, another for such
as were wilfully Idle or Mad, and a third for Orphans. And his majesty
endowed St. Bartholomew's Hospital for the first, Bridewell for the
second, and the Grayfriars ChUrch in Newgate Street, for the third.
This hopeful prince died on the sixth of July, 1553, in the sixteenth
year of his age, and the seventh of his reign; and was succeeded by
his sister Mary, whose reign was polluted by the blood of the martyrs,
of whom Ridley was one of the chief. The queen was a rigid Papist,
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and caused Lady J ane Grey to be beheaded, who openly professed
the Protestant religion, and to whom Edward had conveyed the crown
by his will. The Duke of Northumberland and his son, the Duke of
Norfolk, and his brother, were also beheaded for attempting to place
that excellent lady on the throne; and Bishop Ridley was sent to the
Tower, among others, whom Mary had determined to sacrifice to her
safety and vengeance.
The queen released Gardiner and Bonner out of the Tower, and
employed them to pull down the Reformation. The mass was restored,
the Protestants inhumanly persecuted, and several laws enacted for
establishing popery. The Parliament revived the statutes against
heresy; and the queen commissioned Gardiner, as her bloody instrument, for the extirpation of what she called heresy. He was particularly ordered to purge the churches of married bishops and priests :
in consequence of which, four bishops were deprived for marriage;
as also three for preaching what they called erroneous doctrines:
and history tells us, that of sixteen thousand of the inferior clergy,
twelve thousand were turned out for having wives.
As Gardiner was for forcing the Protestants to declare themselves
to be of the Romish Church, he began with exerting his power and
violence against the bishops, and the most eminent divines. The
Bishops Ridley, Latimer, Hooper, and Ferrars, were all imprisoned,
and all suffered martyrdom; which caused an universal consternation,
and the popish bishops themselves seemed ashamed of these barbarities.
The Convocation was adjourned, and removed to Oxford, that the
dispute with the Protestant divines might be tried before the whole
University. To give a colour of justice to this conference, Archbishop
Cranmer, Ridley, and Latimer, were sent from the Tower of London
to the prison of Oxford, where they were ill-accommodated, denied
the convenience of their books and papers, the conversation of each
other, and any mutual assistance in the conference; for each was
to have his day separate from the others. To these three bishops,
under such disadvantages, a committee from the Convocation and the
two Universities were to be opposed. The queen sent her precept to
the mayor and bailiffs of Oxford, to bring the prisoners into the public
schools at the times appointed for the disputations. It was intended
to expose these great men to insolence and abuse, and to be as a
preparative or prologue to the tragedy of these bishops' deaths.
The government and clergy are charged with most wicked and cruel
proceedings at this time. The queen was married to Philip of Spain,
and imagined herself pregnant; but she declared she could not be
delivered till the heretics, who now filled the jails about London, were
burnt; while the clergy and council of England were to be the executioners of this bloody purpose.
Commissions for trying those they called heretics were directed to
three bishops and several others; but the three imprisoned bishops,
at their different appearances, refused to acknowledge the papal
authority. Cranmer was brought out first before the committee.
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The next was Ridley, who began with a solemn declaration, that
though he was once of another opinion than what he was at present,
yet he had not changed it upon any worldly considerations, but merely
for love of truth: and since it was the cause of God he was now to
maintain, he protested that he would have leave to add to or alter
any argument, as he should see cause for it; and desired he might be
permitted to speak without interruption. All this was promised him,
but not complied with: and,. although all the committee attacked him
by turns, even sometimes four or five at once, he maintained his
ground, till the prolocutor put an end, by saying, "You see the
obstinate, vain-glorious, crafty, and inconstant mind of this man;
but you also see the force of truth cannot be shaken; therefore cry
out with me, Truth has the victory."
, The three bishops were adjudged to be obstinate heretics, and declared
to be no longer members of the Church: to which they all objected.
Ridley told the commissioners, "That though he was not of their
company, yet he doubt.ed not but his name was written in another
place, whither the sentence would send him sooner than by the course
of nature he should have gone."
The prisoners were then parted, and conducted to their separate
prisons; where Ridley wrote a letter to the prolocutor, complaining
of the noisy and irregular manner with which the dispute was carried
on; wherein he had not the liberty of making a full defence, nor of
urging his arguments at length, being overpowered with clamour, and
the indecent abuse of four or five opponents at a time: he desired,
however, that he might have a copy of what the notaries had set down;
which was not granted.
Ridley and Latimer refused to recant. The Bishops of Gloucester,
Lincoln, and Bristol, were sent to Oxford to proceed against them.
When the commission was read, and it appeared that the judges
proceeded in the name of the pope, Ridley refused to pay any reverence
to those who acted under such a commission. Latimer also protested
against the pope's authority; and being both accused of the opinions
they had maintained in the public schools a year and a half before,
were allowed till next morning whether they would retract, or persevere
in them. Both adhered to the answers they had already made, and
the next morning they were pronounced guilty of heresy, degraded
from priest's orders, and consigned over to the secular magistrate to
be punished.
A warrant was sent down for the execution of him and Latimer.
They suffered on the sixteenth of October, 1555, on the north side of
Oxford, in the ditch over against Baliol College. When they came
up to the stake, they embraced each other with great affection; and
Ridley, with an air of pleasure, said to Latimer, "Be of good heart,
brother, for God will either assuage the fury of the flames, or else
enable us to abide it." He said he had received fines when he was
Bishop of London for leases which were now voided, and desired that
the queen might give order, either that the leases might be made good,
18
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or the fines restored to the tenants out of the effects he had left behind
him, which were more than sufficient for that purpose. When he saw
the flame coming up to him, he cried with a loud voice, "Into Thy
hands I commend my spirit: Lord, receive my soul." There was so
much wood thrown on the fire where Ridley was, that the flame could
not break through it, so that his legs were almost consumed before it
was observed; and then, a passage being made for the flame, it put
an end to his life, in the fifty-fifth year of his age.
The station which both these martyrs, Ridley and Latimer, had
held, the regularity of their lives, and the peaceableness of their tempers,
their age, and behaviour at the stake, raised great compassion in the
spectators, and sent them home greatly displeased with those who had
brought them to this end.
Ridley was so greatly respected for his natural abilities and knowledge
of the Scriptures, that his very enemies were forced to acknowledge
it. And his life was answerable to his knowledge. The Reformation
was greatly indebted to his zeal and learning while he lived, as well
as to his courage and constancy at his death; for he bore a most
useful testimony, both in life and death, to the Gospel-doctrines of
the Reformation. And if his life could have been redeemed with money,
Lord Dacres, his kinsman, in the north of England, would have given
ten thousand pounds to save him from being burned. But so unmerciful and cruel was Queen Mary, that she would not by entreaties or
any means be persuaded to spare ills life.
In a letter to his friends he saith, " I warn you, my friends, that you
be not astonished at the manner of my dissolution; for I assure you
I think it the greatest honour that ever I was called to in all my life;
and therefore I thank the Lord God heartily for it, that it hath pleased
Him, out of His great mercy, to call me to this high honour, to suffer
death willingly for His sake and for His cause; wherefore all you that
be my true lovers and friends, rejoice, and rejoice with me again;
and render with me hearty thanks to God our heavenly Father, that
for His Son's sake, my Saviour and Redeemer Christ, He hath vouchsafed to call me, being else without His gracious goodness, in myself
but a sinful and vile wretch, to call me, I say, to this high dignity of
His true prophets, faithful apostles, and of His holy chosen martyrs,
to die, and to spend this temporal life in the defence and maintenance
of His eternal and everlasting truth."
He had his education at Cambridge, Paris, and Louvain. He was
a person small in stature, but of great learning and piety. Among
several things that he wrote, were these: "A treatise concerning
images not to be set up or worshipped in churches. A brief declaration
of the Lord's Supper. A treatise of the blessed sacrament. A piteous
lamentation of the miserable state of the Church of England, at the
time of the late revolt from the Gospel. A comparison between the
comfortable doctrine of the Gospel, and the traditions of the popish
religion." He assisted in compiling the Common Prayer Book; as
also in disputations and conferences about matters of religion.
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When he was Master of Pembroke Hall, he used to walk much in
the orchard, where he learned without book almost all Paul's epistles,
and the epistles of James, Peter, John, and Jude; concerning which
himself said, " Though in time I did forget much of them again, yet
I trust I shall carry with me into heaven the sweet smell thereof, and
I have felt the profit thereof in all my life hitherto." And we have no
reason to doubt but he is now in heaven, singing praises, with the noble
army of martyrs and redeemed saints there, to Him Who sits on the
throne, and to the Lamb for ever and ever. Amen.

FINISHED!
NOTES OF A SERMO_ PREACHED BY THE REV. J. ORMISTON, RECTOR,
AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL, ON GOOD FRIDAY
EVENING, APRIL 14TH, 1911.

" I have glorified Thee on the earth: I have finished the work which
Thou gavest Me to do. And now, 0 Father, glorify Thou Me, with Thine .
own Self, with the glory which I had with Thee before the world was."JOHN xvii. 4, 5.
WE here contemplate the suffering Saviour, but likewise the victorious
Saviour, also the worshipping Saviour. We call this" The Lord's
Prayer." We read: "These words spake Jesus, and lifted up His
eyes unto [into] heaven." He saw right into the heavens, into the
heart of them, and saw His Father face to face-who doubts it ?-in
this prayer of prayers, which has a chapter allocated to it alone, and
most fitly. "Father, the hour is come; glorify Thy Son, that Thy
Son also may glorify Thee; a~ Thou ha~t given Him power over all
flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as Thou hast given
Him." "All flesh," redeemed and unredeemed alike, none excluded
or omitted. This is the comprehensive, universal a~pect of the
authority His Father had commissioned Him to exercise over all
mankind, without exception. Always recognise the universal as well
as the restricted authority given Him. The unredeemed are His for
purposes of judgment, and He will receive His own in its integrity.
" All power" is delegated to Him as Mediator for the time being.
.
He must rule till the last enemy be put under His feet, and then He
will give up the Kingdom to His Father, and God shall be all in all.
This is pairt of the work His Father gave Him to do, and He is still
fulfilling that purpose. He finished the work on earth which His
Father gave Him to do; everything was accomplished in its proper
time and place. He fulfilled all while it was yet day; as He said,
.. The night cometh, when no man can work," but He still will continue
His work in Heaven, and has delegated to the Holy Ghost His work
on earth, until all the Father's purposes shall have been accomplished.
You do not forget that it was God the Son Who took flesh and dwelt
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among us. Not the Father, nor the Holy Ghost; and we were granted
a sight of Him for a season, till He rose from the dead and resumed
- His glory in the Heavenly places, where He had pre-existed and had
doubtless obeyed the Word of the Father. "I have glorified Thee on
the earth," bilt that does not except His obligations in the Heavenly
places other than what He had done on the earth-He pleads for His
Father's recognition of this: "I thank Thee that Thou hast heard Me,
and I knew that Thou heaTest Me always." His prayers were always
righteous, without exception. They were according to His Father,
and were not asked on sufferance, or on terms which might be waived
or suspended. He had this confidence while He spent long weary
nights in prayer, when He was in subjection here on earth. "In the
days of His flesh" He "offered up prayers and supplications with
strong crying and tears." He cried real tears; it was real grief He
felt as He prayed to His Father; He really prayed. He laid hold on
the strength of Omnipotence and prevailed with God. It is this that
nerves and strengthens our faith in prayer. We are encouraged to
endure, to pray often and wait long. It is of Him we learn to pray.
We address the Father in some sort after His manner of asking in His
prayer, although at a far distance from Him; but we do follow Him,
and ask, as His disciples did, "Lord, teach us to pray." And He
compassionated their weakness in prayer, and taught them to say,
" Our Father, which art in Heaven, hallowed be Th) Name:" the
relationship which grace has constituted between us 'and our' Father
is the keynote of all that follows. What a mar -ellous thing is prayer,
grace'given, God-wrought prayer! It is one of the marvels outside
heaven. We say not in heaven, yet; for that we wait, confident that
there is prepared a real heaven for real sinners saved by real grace.
How well it is in this world of disappointment to have a Father's ear
ready to listen to the needs of His dear children. What does He say
about it ~ "Let Me hear thy voice; for sweet is tlq voice, and thy
countenance is comely." Who made it so ~ The grace and mercy of
God makes the sinner so; God has new-made him one of His own
loved family. You may not have many great graces, you may be
small and of no reputation, you may be as the Psalmist, who said, " I
am poor and needy, yet-the Lord thinketh upon me." That went
to the end of his need, to eternity.
God loves His people, loves them with intense love, and saves them
ina way worthy of Himself, from first to last in harmony with His
perfect attribntes. Christ has glorified the Father, and that covers our
need; it prepares the way for our blessing and enables God to bless
His people worthily and graciously. "I have glorified Thee "-the
Greek tense here used may be rendered strictly, "I glorified Thee"
-a thing of the past, not a continuous work, but completed once for
all, never to be repeated nor augmented. How blessed to find something final for our souls to build upon, something that cannot be shaken,
ours-never to be taken away, sealed, certified and sworn to by God
Who cannot lie.
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Let us be thankful for these realities. I find, dear ·friends, all the
attempts of men who say they have something to do with tneir
own salvation, a deception. We rest through discriminating grace on
that which God declared He has finished through His dear Sonfinished, with nothing to be added to it-certified for eternity. That
is our safe abiding-place. May the Lord give US assurance that we
shall never be disturbed from it. We do believe from God's Word in
a believer's blessed assurance. Are you assured ~ Are you resting on
the finished work of Christ ~ Have you ceased from seeking to add
anything to it ~ Are you satisfied with what Christ has done for His
sinful, undone people? How it glorifies the Saviour when His people
are satisfied, not questioning the work He undertook to do, and finished.
Christ has done the mighty work-nothing left for you nor for me to
do, but to rest on His merits, His finished work, His great salvation,
and rest satisfied for ever. Seek it till you find it, rest not till you
rest for ever in the inteQTity of God's Gospel-Word which He has
spoken and will never revoke--" I have finished the work which Thou
gavest Me to do." Jesus said it, Who did those marvels, called
miracles, on things and men, spiritual and circumstantial alike, Who
was able to do them all, without help, in His own power. We know
of those prophets and servants of God who did miracles in the strength
and sufficiency of God Himself, not in their own names, but in the
Name of the God of Israel, the living God; but Jesus worked them
of and by Himself, and all the honour and glory of the doing belonged
entirely to Himself. "Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy
Name give glory." We seek to honour Him to Whom honour is due,
and Him only. "And now, 0 Father." Oh, what a "Now," a
past eternity had been long waiting for this" Now!" It came not;
it was delayed for ages and ages, till He came Who was sent by the
Father. "Glorify Thou Me." The time to glorify Christ had fully
come. Man nor devil could hinder it. God's time to redeem His
people had dawned and had come in its fulness and sufficiency. Clirist
died the atoning death, and made atonement effectually and once for
ever. The Holy Spirit gives no colour to the thought that anything
can be added to it to make it more effectual. It is made and it abideth.
Eternity will serve to prove that it abideth, never to be revoked. It is
God's work, and done in God's way, and Jesus thanked His Father that
it abideth. "Glorify Thou Me with Thine Own self, with the glory
which I had with Thee before the world was," before time was-before
God began His latter work of creating 'the ages which so puzzle the
human mind. "I am waiting to be glorified."
Such a Son of such a Father, waiting to be satisfied with His Father's
approval of the mighty work He undertook in a past eternity and
accomplished in the fulness of time, and now asks His Father's approval
of, Jesus, the Son of God, in human flesh subsisting, did the work His
Father gave Him to do, and finished it. Hear His cry, " It is finished! "
-and we echo the words in gratitude, and say with one heart and
voice; "It is finished "-devils to the contrary, "It is finished "-
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hell to the contrary-" It is finished." All the liars that ever lived
cannot deny the Divine counsel. It must stand, our salvation is
bound up in it, and we must hold it fast to the end, and the end is
coming. I have a passage in my Bible, that I dearly love because it
is true, though not more true than any other passage in the Book,
" Yet a little while, and He that shall come, will come, and will not
tarry." That is the truth of God, unalterably true. We rest in it,
all things to the contrary. Let God be true, though the admission may
make every man a liar. Be satisfied with His Word, " He that shall
come, will come, and will not tarry." We wait in humble hope of His
coming. "Even &0, come, Lord Jesus." Is not that the response of
our souls at this moment ~ Can we not look up into heaven and
answer our Father's loving voice, and say believingl}', unhesitatingly,
" Even so, come, Lord Jesus "~ Who knows how soon He may choose
in His sovereignty to hasten His coming and fulfil that petition of
His weary, longing, waiting Church, which has waited long, but not
without hope. The Holy Ghost calls that hope a " good hope," and
what He calls good, how good it is! Rest satisfied with the good
things God has pledged to us in His Holy Word. We need not
apologise for that satisfaction, we are prepared to die for it; that
being ~o, we know that we shall rise in full possession of it. Oh, be
satisfied with the Word of God; it is H1".s Word, and He will bring
it to pass for His dear obedient Son's sake. Amen.
THE

A

IMMUTABILITY OF

GOD'S COUNSEL.
A. HEWLETT, D.D.

SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV.

"Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of
promise the immutability of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath:
that by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God
to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge
to lay hold upon the hope set before US."-HEBREWS vi. 17, 18.
b is by God's blessed Word that the soul is quickened from its death
in trespasses and sins into life and immortality. I mean to say that
by the instrumentality of God's Word the soul of the sinner is brought
into an acquaintance alid communion with God. As the Apostle
James has told us (i. 18), "Of His own will begat He us with the Word
of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures."
It is by God's Word the soul is instructed, by God's Word the hungry
soul is fed, by God's Word the naked soul is clothed, and by God's
Word the purposes of J ehovah are accomplished, and the soul of the
sinner established in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ, For
every blessing which we enjoy, every good work which we produce,
is enjoyed and produced by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. And
we are told by the Apostle in his Epistle to the Romans, near the end
of the tenth chapter, "Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the
Word of God." Now, do not let a,ny one imagine for a moment that the
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Word of God, considered in itself, can produce such a result as this.
It is God the Eternal Spirit alone Who can so wield that mighty engine
and so kindle that fire as to cause it to be productive of those effects
which are to be to His glory, as well as to the comfort and salvation of
the sinner. "Is not My Word a fire, saith the Lord; is not My Word
a hammer-that breaketh the rock in sunder 1" And how long, I pray
you, will it take the hammer to break the rock if there be no powerful
hand to wield it 1 How long, I pray you, will it take the fire to consume
the rubbish, if there be no breath to kindle it 1 It is God alone that
does it. Powerful as it is, as an agent, it is powerless in the hand of
man, but powerful in the hands of the living God. Pray we then that
the Eternal Spirit may so wield that powerful instrument as taught in
the preaching of His own gospel, that glory may redound to His name,
and a blessing descend into our hearts. Amen.
In the portion of God's blessed Word which I have read over for our
consideration this e;vening, you find a cluster of precious truths,
connected together by a mighty liI1k, through the power of the Eternal
Spirit. I shall endeavour to take the truths apart, and speak to you
of them separately, as the Lord shall enable me.
I.~I shall speak of God's design as shown in the 17th verse, " Wherein
God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise the
immutability of His counsel."
,
II.-I shall show the way or method which the Lord of heaven and
earth adopted to carry out and accomplish that design : "confirmed
it by an oath."
IiI.-I shall point out the results which are obtained by the method
of Jehovah to carry out His own design,-in our being made partakers
of the abundant consolation, "who have fled for refuge to lay hold
upon the hope set before us."
~
In the first place you see God is a God of wisdom, and'works according
to a design. Jehovah is a God of love, and desires the well-being of
His children. J ehovah is a God of grace, and takes such methods to
console, tQ strengthen, and to stablish His people as shall convince
them of their utter helplessness, and show them the riches of His grace.
If you take the Old and New Testament history, or if you take your
own personal history, or the history of any Christi,an you ever met
who knew the plague of his own heart, and the power of God's grace,
you will find that God's method with sinners has always been the
same-to humble that He might exalt, to lay low that He might raise
up, to slay and to destroy that He might make alive; and whether it
be a humbling process, a levelling process, a wounding process, or a
process which causes sorrow, humiliation, and distress, yet it is that
sorrow that may endure for a night, but will be assuredly followed by
that joy which cometh in the morning. It is that distress which may
render the soul anxious and perplexed for a season, but which always
results in that happy liberty, in that glorious consolation, in that
abundant enjoyment of God's love, which not only cheers for the
present, but prepares the heart for that everlasting joy which God
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hath laid up from all eternity for His chosen. You will observe here
the design of this all-wise, gracious, and tIoving Jehovah. It is
expressed thus; "God willing more abundantly to shew unto the
heirs of promise the immutability of His counsel." Now you know, my
friends, in this verse there are persons spoken of whom God designed
to favour; they are called the "heirs of promise." Then there is
something which God designs to show to the heirs of promise, more
abundantly: "the immutability of His counsel." Take these things
separately.
Who are those persons who are thus to be benefited and blessed by
the covenant of Jehovah ~ The heirs of promise.
Now remember what an heir is. An heir is not one who gets an
estate by purchasing it for money, of which he has accumulated an
immense amount by his own work and labour, so that he is enabled
to enter upon the possession of that which the spendthrift has been
obliged to bring to the hammer. But the heir is one who has been
born to inherit those domains, that rank, station, or dignity of life,
which was settled upon his ancestors or predecessors. Just so in
regard to the heirs of promise spoken of here. They are not persons
who have a certain amount of merit'iwhich they can barter or exchange
with the King of Heaven for eternal glory, or for piritual blessings;
but they are people who are born to that inheritance--not born by
natural birth, but born by a spiritual birth. They are called heirs
of promise--the blessings are made over to them by promise.
. Now take the figure which the Apostle here brings before us for our
consideration. The figure is the blessing of God to Abraham in Haran.
Now as God blessed Abraham's seed in their father Abraham, and,
when they had no existence, made them heirs, and promised the
land of Canaan long before they came into existence--in the same way
the heirs of promise spiritually are those whom God the Father, of
His own will and pleasure, unchanging and unchangeable, hath chosen
in Christ Jesus before the foundation of the world, that they should
be holy and without blame before Him in love.
If you turn to the chapter which was read to you for the first lesson
of the morning, in the first two verses, after the exhortation, "Look
to the rock from whence ye are hewn, the hole of the pit from whence
ye are digged," He says, " Look unto Abraham your father, and unto
Sarah that bare you; for I called him alone, and blessed him, and
increased him." It is the same with the heirs of promise. They look
back upon the everlasting counsels of eternity; they contemplate
and consider the lovingkindness of J ehovah in choosing them in the
Lord Jesus Christ from all eternity, and giving them an inheritance
in Christ Jesus before the foundation of the world, that it may
eventually be said to them, as you find it upon record in the 25th of
Matthew, "Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit" (remember the
word) "the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world." Their title to the inheritance is then proclaimed, the heirs
are then invited to come and take possession of the eternal inheritance
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which was theirs, because they were chosen in Christ before the
foundation of the world. But, my friends, in the 8th of Romans is
beautifully shown to us the connection between the past, present,
and future. If you will turn to vv. 29 and 30, you will find these
words: "For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be
conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn
among many brethren. Moreover, whom He did predestinate, them
He also called: and whom He called, them He also justified: and
whom Re justified, them He also glorified." Now mark, the antecedent
and the relative are correlative terms, whom is them, and them is whom.
You perhaps remember the saying of one of the old divines, speaking
of that passage: "It appears to be like an inverted rainbow, one
which is turned upside down as it were, wherein you will observe,
Olle end of the bow is in heaven, in predestination; the other end
of the bow is likewise in heaven, in glorification; but the centre
of the arc touches the earth in calling, and catches up the poor lost
sinner into heaven." There is the everlasting predestination and
eternal glorification; but there is also the Divine calling which brings
the saint to heaven, whereunto you are called. Heirs of promise look
back from their calling to their eternal choice in the love of Jesus
Christ, forward unto their everlasting glorification with Him to Whom
they are united. Another old divine has beautifully compared that
passage of the Apostle to a chain, all the several links of which are
united together by the mighty hand of God, binding fast the poor
lost sinner unto eternal glory in and through the love of Jesus Christ.
But this brings me to notice, with regard to the heirs of promise
who are predestinated or chosen in Christ Jesus, the fact that they
are also in God's good time called by the Spirit; "born again," as the
expression runs. Turn to the 17th Article of the Church, where you
will find as beautiful a description of the Gospel plan of salvation as could
by any possibility be put together in a few words. There, having
stated what predestination and election are, the Article goes on to say:
" Wherefore they which be endued with so excellent a benefit of God
be' called according to God's purpose by His Spirit working in due
season: they through grace obey the calling: they be justified freely:
they be made sons of God by adoption: they be made like the image
of His only begotten Son Jesus Christ: they walk religiously in good
works, and at length, by God's mercy, they attain to everlasting
felicity."
But do not forget that the calling is not a cause, it is an effectobedience is the effect of calling, and calling the effect of electionnor is election the fruit of faith, as though God chose us because we
believe, but faith is the effect of Divine grace in the soul; a living
faith is as truly and really discerned ~ obedience to God's Word, as
a tree is really discerned by the fruit which it bears. If you will
turn with me to the 15th verse of the same 8th of Romans, you will
find the Apostle says: "Ye have not received the spirit of bondage
again to fear, but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby
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we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself beareth witness with our
spirit, that we are the children of God: and if children, then heirs ;
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with
Him, that we may be also glorified together."
You know, my dear friends, that a nobleman's eldest son, as soon
as he is bom, is the heir of his father's title and property, and so is the
eldest son of the king or queen of England; but so long as he is a little
child, he knows nothing about it, but is born with the same infirmities,
is liable to the same' disorders, diseases, and complaints, as the child
of the poorest pauper who inhabits any of our poorhouses. This is
an undoubted fact. Just so with the heirs of promise when they are
born into this natural world. They then know no more about their
eternal inheritance, about God being their Father, or Christ being their
Saviour, or the Holy Ghost being their Comforter, about heaven as their
home, and eternal glory as their portion, than those who never bad
any existence in the world. But when they are born of God's Spirit,
quickened by Divine grace, the eyes of their understanding opened,
God opens to their view such a glorious prospect that they are almost
afraid to believe it to be true. One says, " Oh! blessed truth that
man has told us to-night! I am afraid it does not, it cannot, belong to
me, for do not I know I have been living in the world so many years
without thinking about God." Another says, "Since I have been
called by God's grace, my heart is .so sinful, vile, and wandering, that
I feel as if I ought not to have the Gospel preached, but the law, the
curse, the condemnation presented before me." But remember, God
Who knows your whole heart does not so deal with you. In what
part of His Word does He meet the poor sinner with the law, curse,
and condemnation ~ In no part whatever.. If there be an hungry
soul, He says, "Blessed are they that do hunger and thirst .after
righteousness, for they shall be filled." If there be a broken heart, He
says, "I have come on purpose to bind up the broken-hearted." If
there be a soul that is lost, He says: "I am come to seek and to save
that which was lost." If there be a soul long prostrate in the mire,
He says: "I have come down from heaven's glory to raise up your
soul, and take you up out of the mire, and set your feet upon the
rock, to put a new song in your mouth, and to order all your goings."
Now, dear friends, I am come here to speak to you concerning the
heirs of promise, Were I to speak to you, as I might do, concerning
the promises made to those who are here spoken of, and the instruction
afforded them, the present blessing bestowed upon them, and the
future glory laid up for them, it would take me all night. That would
not do, and as I do not wish to detain you in church long, I must pass
on from the consideration of the remarkable things which God vouchsafes to bestow on the heirs of promise, and leave you to follow out
at your leisure what the Word of God says respecting them.
In the next place, you must n'otice God's design towards them.
"Willing more abundantly to show unto the heirs of promise the
immutability of His counsel." Now, do you wonder that God should
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have such a design ~ I will tell you why it is. Because you are every
one of you mutable creatures. Mutable signifies changeable; immutable signifies unchangeable. Now, seeing we are changeable creatures
ourselves, changeable in our affections, suspicious of our fellow-men,
jealousy arises in the breast, lest they be changeable and mutable
towards us. Who is there here to-night that is not ~ I should like
to see such a phenomenon, if there be such in the human race. We
naturally judge that other men are the same as ourselves. Now when
we have offended against our God, we naturally think He is angry with
us, and gone as it were from us. We naturally think He has turned
His back from us when we know we have done those things we ought
not to have done, and left undone those things which we ought to
have done. And then we think there is a great wall built between
Him and our souls, and are inclined to say with Da\Tid, "Hath God
forgotten to be gracious ~ Is His mercy clean gone for ever ~ " or to
say as the Church, "The Lord hath forgotten me, God hath forsaken
me." Therefore he ~ says: "Willing more abundantly to show
unto the heirs of promise the immutability of His counsel," the
unchangeableness of His counsel-the scheme, plan, or contrivance
of a Covenant J ehovah, securing to the heirs of promise everlasting
glory and eternal salvation, in His presence, in everlasting communion
with Him. All this is immutable, is unchangeable. Now recollect
that the pivot upon which all turns and works is the Lord Jesus
Christ, the chief Corner Stone. But what is said of the Lord Jesus
Christ in Hebrews xiii. 8 ~ "Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to-day,
and for ever." The Greek word is very strong, "Jesus Christ, He
Himself, yesterday, to-day, and for ever." That is, Jesus Christ is
Himself to-day, as He was from all eternity, and Jesus Christ is, and
He will be for ever, what He has been.
Dear friends, just remember this. If you have ever been taught
to feel the preciousness of Christ's salvation, ever had the blessed
lmderstanding and enjoyment in your soul, if for never so short a
period, of what the Lord Jesus Christ is to a poor, hungry, brokenhearted sinner, something like what vou sang just now in the first
hymn this evening (which, by the by, the compiler of your hymn-book
has taken the liberty of spoiling,-yes, I may say taken the liberty of
spoiling John Newton's precious hymn, by his alterations), if you
have ever found Jesus as your Friend and Saviour, Prophet and King,
if you have ever experienced the blessedness of it in your soul, I pray
God you will remember this one fact, What the Lord Jesus Christ was
to your soul at that time, He is now, whether you feel it or not. Have
you stood out in the sunshine, on some beautiful spring day, when everything looked lovely under the influence of sunshine and shower ~
Have you felt the warm beams of the sun shining upon your head ~
If that sunshine should be followed by constant clouds, day after day,
week after week, month after month, remember the sun in the firmament is just the same as it was on the day when it shone out in all
it(brightness and brilliancy on you, when you enjoyed the sunshine.
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Just in the same way the Lord Jesus Christ, the Sun of Righteousness,
is ever the same to your soul. Unbelief may hinder and oppress you
with coldness, and deadness; and indifference may sometimes raise
up a barrier between Him and you; but whatever there may be which
comes between Christ and your soul, it makes no alteration with Jesus.
" He is the same yesterday (from all eternity past), to-day, (all time
present), and for ever (all time to come)."
But, "God, willing more abundantly to show unto the heirs of
promise the immutability of His counsel." You see the Lord wishes
you to understand the unchangeable nature of the Rock upon which
you are built; the unchangeable character of that friendship, that
brotherhood, which subsists between your souls and your blessed
Redeemer; that paternal relationship subsisting between your heavenly
Father and you. Now mark again, it says, "willing more abundantly
to show unto the heirs of promise the immutability of His counsel."
More abundantly; that is as if He should say, "Soul, I wish you to
know, more than ever you have known before, the immutability of
My counsel. I wish you to know it the more abundantly, because
I wish you not to be carried about with every wind of doctrine which
may be possibly raised against you; not to be thrown aside by the
weakness and wavering of your own heart, and of your own natural
unbelief; but to be established in this blessed fact, that I lo,ed you
and sent My Son to die for you,-that Jesus has loved you, and has died
for you, the just for the unjust, to bring the sinner unto God."
Now then, my dear friends, in the second place, I have to notice
the wonderful method which God took, or takes, "to show unto the
heirs of promise the immutability of His counsel "-confirming it by
an oath. In confirming it by an oath, St. Paul says, that amongst
men" an oath for confirmation is to them an end of all strife." When
a thing is asserted, will you take an oath of it ~ In a court of justice,
before giving evidence you must be sworn. A man on being put upon
his oath, swears by the living God, as God helpeth him, that what
he asserts is true; what he promises he means to perform; what he
has passed his word for he intends to accomplish. This among men
is the end of all swearing, and there is no room any longer for doubt
or dispute. Now God, when He could swear by no greater, swore
by Himself, saying, " As I live, saith the Lord." Many a time, my
dear friends, when my soul hath been meditating on that portion of
God's Word, have I felt humbled to the dust with self-abasement,
to think that God should deem it needful and necessary to rise up from
His eternal throne, and say, As surely as I live, or, As long as I live,
" in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thee"
-in pouring out blessings upon thee, I will bless thy soul; in increasing
and multiplying thee, will I give a multiplying sense of My favours.
Well then, the living God has sworn-As long as I live. When J ehovah
ceases to exist, when the self-existent is a,nnihilated, then your hopes
are gone. But on the contrary, putting that blasphemous idea out
of the question, so long as God exists in all the plenitude of His power,
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in all the fulness of His grace, in all the unchangeableness of His
nature, character, wisdom, and love, so long will He bless the penitent,
heart-broken sinner.
Now we proceed to consider the result. "That by two immutable
things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have strong
consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set
before us." There is a volume again. Notice in the first place the
personal pronoun. " We might have strong consolation, who have
fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us." How is it
personal ~ Whom does it suit ~ What few does it find out ~ Those who
flee for refuge-we who have fled for refuge. No man flees till he
feels himself in danger; no man seeks for refuge until he feels the need
of a hiding-place; therefore those who have fled for refuge, those who
are interested in this abundant consolation, are those who have really
felt, known, and understood the danger. Man by nature is asleep on
a precipice, a hair's breadth only between him and destruction. The
drawing of a breath, a crumb lodged in his throat, the prick of a pin
on the finger may thrust him into eternal destruction. But he knows
not his danger, his eyes are closed; he is lost, engrossed in the
trifles of time and sense. He is like a madman in chains, playing
,,,-ith a straw, calling it a sceptre, imagining himself a king, dancing
in his chains, delighting in his misery, and proclaiming himself the
happiest of mortals. Such is every man by nature; but when God has
opened his eyes to the gulf which lies before him, when God has opened
his eyes to the drawn sword of justice which stands before him, when
God has opened his eyes to the lures of the world on the one hand and
a tempting devil on the other, to threatening Justice before him, and the
curse of God, as it were, behind him,-then he eries out, "Who will show
me any good ~" "Wnere shall I hide my guilty head ~" "To whom
shall I go ~" "Whither shall I flee ~" "What must I do to be saved ~"
God appointed for the congregation of Israel six cities, which He called
cities of refuge. He ordered that the highways to those cities should
always be kept clear of ob truction, and that every facility should be
given to persons fleeing to those cities of refuge from the man-slayer
or the avenger of justice. He also appointed that finger-posts should
be erected along the road, pointing towards the cities, with the word
" Refuge" painted upon them. God ordained that when a fleeing
Israelite had got within the precinets of those cities, he might turn
round and face his pursuers, and that the latter should not dare to
touch him, because he had fled for refuge to the city. Now these
cities of refuge are typical of the Lord Jesus Christ, Who is the refuge
to the wearied soul, as the poet says :" Jesus, refuge of my soul,
Let me to Thy bosom fly."
The avenger of justice was typical of the law of Jehovah; that is,
the pursuer of every sinner, "who is naturally engendered of the
offspring of Adam." The fleeing Israelite is a living type of the poor
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soul now desirous of fleeing from the wrath to come, who sees Jesus,
and has fled for refuge to the hope set before him. As the Israelite
when he had fled into the city, having entered the precincts of that
city, could look round and face his pursuers, so the soul having fled
for refuge to the Lord Jesus Christ, can adopt the language of the
poet, who says : " The terrors of law, and of God,
With me can have -nothing to do,
My Saviour's obedience and blood
Hide all my transgressions from view."
Now, my dear friends, have you fled for refuge, and laid hold upon
the hope set before you, which is the Lord Jesus Christ? If you have
fled from self, fled from sin, fled from hell, which yawned before you,
fled from Divine justice, fled from the world, unto the Lord Jesus Christ,
lIe will raise you up by His oWn merits, He will plead before God
His blood-shedding which cleanses you from all your sins, and His
righteousness for the justification of your persons before the bar of
God's justice. Then it is to you the Lord speaks; you are the person
to obtain that blessed result, that abundant consolation, which God
bath determined, and hath prepared for you, and made known unto
you.
Here you have the goodness of God's wisdom, here you have the
.declarations of God's wondrons mercy, and more than that you have
strong consolation. Oh, my dear friends, what is the consolation of a
word in season 1 Perhaps many of you are cast down. Suppose, for
instance, you are troubled by the departure of some trie9. friend, a
'husband, wife, brother, sister, parent, or child. A friend comes to
you and speaks the word of consolation and kindness. He brings
'forward arguments to reach the circumstances of the case. Your
dear one has died in the Lord, and consequently is blessed; for
" Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord." Your Christian: brother
, .comes and says to you, "My dearly beloved friend, do not be cast
.down in your mind; your friend has not died, he has only gone before
you; your beloved one is not dead, he is only transplanted from the
-nursery into the paradise of our God. Your beloved one is one of the
Lord's jewels, He has taken her hence to plant her in His crown. Why
,do you sorrow as those without hope?" The mercy of God, the
loving-kindness of God, and the unchangeableness of God, are then
expatiated upon, till you find insensibly that your sorrow is giving
way; presently you turn round upon your friend, and amidst the
-tears trickling down your cheeks, a sweet placid smile spreads over
your countenance, like the sunshine which produces the rainbow in
the firmament. Yes, there is His sunshine of hope, and you are buoyant,
amid the tears of sorrow, for you sorrow not as those without hope.
Then we see that delightful sight, a Christian smiling through his
-tears, rejoicing through his sorrow, triumphing in the midst of his
.deep distress. And now,lest your consolation should not be sufficiently
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strong, the Lord says that you" may have strong consolation," such
a consolation as may afford strong confirmation of the results, increased
strength and firmness to your mind, which enables you to make your
boast in the Lord, so that you can say, as did David of old: " My soul
shall make her boast in the Lord." And on another occasion: " Come,
all ye that fear the Lord, and I will tell you what He hath done for
.my soul." That we might have "strong consolation." And does
the loving God condescend to think of such worms as we are ~ Has
God called such wretched, sinful beings as we are ~ Yes; I am bold
to say, that if you were to examine the Word of God, you would find
that there are no possible circumstances in which you could be placed
-there is no possible state of suffering-and no possible extremity
into which you can be brought-in which you will not find a relief,
an antidote, a remedy provided for you, because foreknown, and
foreprovided, in that blessed volume.
Now mark, strong consolation is the result of God's oath. God's
confirmation by two immutable things-His Word and His oath; as
if, because His Word was not enough, He takes His oath. When
Petrarch, the historian, was at a certain house, there was an article
of value lost. Everyone of the servants and visitors was summoned
into the presence of the master of the house, and each in turn requiJed
to take his oath that he had not seen the article, and knew nothing
about it. When, however, it came to Petrarch's turn, the master
said, "As for you, Petrarch, your word is sufficient." Mark the
procedure of the living God; as if His Word might be thought
insufficient to confirm the sinner in his hour of trouble and time of
distress, He says, "by two immutable things," one of which was an
oath, that it might be an end of all strife and dispute. I know very
well there is much to agitate and perplex the minds of God's dear
children as long as they are in this world, in this body, carrying about
that unbelief which is so natural to them, and that doubts and
perplexities will arise, but let me recommend you, dear friends, in such
circumstances, to read God's blessed Word, as well as lift up your
hearts unto the Lord, and say as David says in the 119th Psalm,
" Confirm Thy Word unto Thy servant upon the which Thou hast,"
etc. (or" Stablish Thy Word unto Thy servant, who is devoted to Thy
fear," verse 38).
One more word with respect to the practical result, or rather the
practical evidence of our having strong consolation in our Saviour.
I know we live in a day when men attain to religious erudition in the
same way as they attain to scientific knowledge-by theory, and by
schools and colleges. Allow me to tell you, that as science attained
by theory is very fallacious and deceptive, and the practical man knows
a vast deal more than the mere theoretical man, so in spiritual things,
the mere theory of religion, however correct, and however capable. of
proof, even from the Word of the living God, will be of no more use in
the time of trouble, than were the· green withs with which the Philistines
endeavoured to bind Samson, or the armour of Saul to David, when
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he was going out against Goliath, of which he said, "Take them away,
for I have not proved them."
Now, dear friends, the proof of the reception of God's Word, whether
it has been received in the heart, and whether evidence is given of that
reception, is in the closet, in communion with your God, in the various
relationships of life, the fulfilling of the duties of those relationship!>
as no other men do, as no other men can fulfil them. I must firmly
declare that the man who has reany fled for refuge to lay hold on the
hope set before him, having that hope as an anchor to his soul, is the
man who the more you know of him, the better you will think of him,
and of whbm it may be said, that those who know him best speak
the loudest in his praise. This will not do for many of the professing
Christians of our day, who only say they are on the Lord's side, and
speak very highly of Him. Those who have to come in contact with
such men in the way of business, or are dependent upon them, as
servants upon masters, children upon parents, are very unwilling to
give such a testimony as will satisfy our minds. Bear this in mind,
ask yourself such questions, whether the more you are known the more
you are loved by Chri~tians, so that those who know you best, and
have the most to do with you, will be the most ready to speak in
testimony of your fidelity in the Christian walk. I do not mean to say
that all will speak in admiration of you. For in the case of Daniel
the prophet, there were enemies who watched him closely, but they
were obliged to come to this conclusion, that they could find no fault
with him, unless it were too strict a regard to the law of his God. May
that be the testimony given concerning you. May men, however
closely they may examine into your conduct or character, be unable
to find any fault in you, except it be that you are adhering too closely
to the letter and the spirit of God's most holy Word.
Dear friends, all you can do to glorify your God, the only way in
which you can show gratitude to your heavenly Father, Who condescenas
to fill you with strong consolation, with those promises which He hath
confirmed by an oath, is by living in this world as our Saviour didWho lived in the world, but was" not of the world "-sojourning in the
world, and keeping your garments unspotted from the world, walking
humbly with God. May the Lord bestow all these blessings upon all
of you for the sake of His dear Son.
WE must not only respect all God's commandments, but also respect
them all alike, and give them all the like respect. Obedience must be
universal.-R. Mayhew.
EFFECTUAL calling is the middle link in the undividable chain of
salvation; he that hath it is sure of both the ends [i.e. of his past
predestination to life, and of his future glorification]. Our calling is
the manifestation of our secret election; and a sure foremnner of
glory; being in effect the voice of God telling us beforehand that He
will glorify us.-Bishop Cowper.
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Blessed be the Lord, Who daily loadeth us with benefits, even the God 01
our salpation. Selah. He that is our God is the God of salvation; arul
unto God the Lord belong the issues from death."-PsALM lxviii. i9,'20.

IF we omit the words in italics, the passage is remarkably brief, terse,
and emphatic, and reads: "Blessed the Lord, daily loadeth us" the
God of our salvation. Selah. Our God the God of salvation; and
unto God the Lord the issues from death." Of course in our English
translation it is required to fill in the little words omitted in order
to give the sense. 'rhe passage follows upon a vivid prophecy of the
triumphal -ascension of [our Lord Jesus Christ into Heaven, of His
glorious victories over the legions of hell, of the gifts to be received
for· rebellious man, and of the gracious design of His exaltation to the
right hand of the Father-" that the Lord God might dwell among
them." The Lord God dwells among His people now, through the
present Gospel dispensation, in the Person and in the gifts anq graces
of His Holy Spirit. ·He will dwell among them hereafter in the
glorious eternal Jerusalem in the Person of the Son-when the Lord
God shall dwell among them, when He shall tabernacle among them,
they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be their God.
You observe that the first words of this passage lift up our thoughts
Heavenward; and in the midst of this great city, and in the midst of
the week, when so many are steeped in business.affairs and world carM,
what a refreshing thing it is for a child of God to have his thoughts
directed to Heaven. "Blessed be the Lord! "-what grand and
thrilling language! You obilerve that it lifts us up right above ourselves, our little puny selves; and when we notice the connection~
when we see the prediction of our Lord's asceusion into glory, and
that followed by " blessed be the Lord," it stirs us to the very depths
of our being, and we begin to realize the preciousness and the power
of the Lord God in the Person of His Son Jesus Christ. "Blessed
be the, Lord." The Psalm concludes with the words "blessed be
God." The 66th Psalm also concludes with the words" blessed be
God which hath not turned away my prayer, nor His mercy from me."
"Blessed be God." Three 0:1; the Epistles open with these words.
There is a great deal said in the present day about the uplifting of the
masses and the nobility of human nature, and so forth; about the
regeneration of mankind by ameliorating their state and condition
upon earth: but those who have been taught of God, regenerated by
the Holy Ghost, born again by grace, called out of darkness into O-Od's
marvellous light-they delight to exclaim, "Blessed be God.", The
Epistle to the Ephesians gives us a reason for blessing God : U Who hath
blessed us with all spiritualblessings in heavenly places in Christ Jesus."
The first Epistle of Peter gives us another r~ailon for blessing God.:
19
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" Who hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection
of JlJSusChrist from the dead." The second Epistle to the Corinthians
gives yet another reason for blessing God: "Who comforteth us in all
Ollr tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in
any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of
God." "Blessed be the Lord." It is not for us to oestow a blessing
upon God, no creature can do, that; it means ascribing blessing and
glory and praise to His holy Name.
Then there follow clear reasons why we should bless the Lord: " Who
daily loadeth us with benefits, even the God of our salvation. He that
is our God is the God of salvation; and unto God. the Lord belong the
issues from death." "Who daily loadeth us." What a contrast
between the present state of God's people and that before they were
illuminated by the Holy Ghost, when they were dead in trespasses
and sins, when they were far off from God. What is said about them
in Scripture ~ "These My people are laden with iniquity." Laden
with iniquity-that is what we all are by nature, but by grace we are
laden with benefits. And what a sweet encouraging word that is
which our Lord Jesus Christ uttered on one occasion to the burdened,
to the weary, to the heavy laden, to the downcast: "Come unto Me
all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest."
Heavy laden with iniquity-" I will give you rest; I will unload that
burden; I have taken that burden upon Myself, and you shall be free
from it." Oh, the sweet Gospel message to the needy, to those that
are cast down and weary. God daily loadeth us, and daily loadeth us
with benefits. There is no stint with our God. His resources are
infinite, and He supplies the need-all the need--{)f His people according
to His riches in glory by Christ J~us. He daily loadeth us with
benefits. Wehave that word " benefits" twice in the Psalms, and I
would invite your attention to the two passages for a moment.
In the 103rd Psalm, and the second verse, we read: "Bless the
Lord, 0 my80ul, and forget not all His.benefits." We cannot remember
all His benefits, but we are bid here not to forget all His benefits.
Indeed we are very forgetful, we are unmindful of' our God, and of
the blessings which He so richly bestows upon us ; but here the Psalmist
calls upon his soul not to forget all God's benefits. He enumerates
six of them: "Who forgiveth all thine iriiquities "-God never forgives some iniquities; He either forgives all or none. Oh, my dear
hearers, are our sins forgiven ~ Do we know what it is by the teaching
of the Holy Spirit to be resting upon the Lord Jesus by faith ~ "Who
forgiveth "-and when He forgives, it means He not only pardons,
but He puts away our iniquities. The king may forgive a criminal,
but he cannot put away his offence. Our God, through the merits of
his beloved Son Jesus Christ, not only pardons, but He puts away;
He oleanseS us from all sin through' His prf;\cious Blood. And then
another benefit is: "Who healeth all thy diseases," the diseases of
thy soul which are a thousand times worse than the diseases which
may happen to the body. Sin is a terrible disease, and it needs the
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healing balm of our God. Only the Great Physician can deal with
that disease. "They that are whole need not a physician, but they
that are sick. I came not to call the righteous but sinners to repentr
ance." A third benefit is, "Who redeemeth thy life from destructiol)."
-He freeth thy life by avenging or repaying. "Who redeemeth thY'
life from destruction "-not only does He preserve us in our going_out
and our coming in, not only does He take charge of the natural life
of His dear people, so that nothing can happen by chance, everything is
appointed by His own loving Will, but He preserveth their soul in life,
as well as that He suffereth not their feet to slip. He preserveth them
unto His heavenly kingdom, He freeth their life from eternal
destruction. And then again, He compasseth them about-He
encircles them, which is the better reading perhaps-with His lovingkindness and tender mercies. Very sweet and endearing language
it is which the Lord speaks to His poor people, and He does it
for their cheer, their comfort, and encouragement. And then He
" satisfieth thy mouth with good things." Not onry- does He provide
for their bodily necessities, but He satisfies their heart with the best
things, good things, Heavenly things, the things which He causes to.
come down in copiousness from His bountiful table above. Yes, the
Lord will never suffer the soul of ~he righteous to perish, so their strength
is renewed as the eagle's. He renews their days as of old, He causes
them to experience day by day His Spirit's quickening grace, and they
know what it is to have the renewing of the Holy Ghost. in order that
their spiritual life may be the more increased to the glory of Christ.
In the 1l6th Psalm, and the 12th verse, we have another reference
to the benefits of our God: "What shall I render unto the Lord for
all His benefits toward me ?" exclaimed the Psalmist, in adoration,
praise, and thanksgiving; "I will take the cup of salvation and call
upon the Name of the Lord." We can render nothing to our God;
we receive everything from God; and the best way of honouring Him
is to receive more and more from Him, to receive thankfully and
humbly the gifts which He bestowa-the cup of salvation. And what
a full cup of salvation it is. There is no admixture of bitterness in it.
The Lord Jesus drank up the cup of bitterness, the cup that His Father
put into His hand; that we might receive the cup. of salvation; and it
is a mercy when that cup runs over, when He opens our mouths and
fills our lips with His praise, and with His testimony. The Lord is
both the God of our salvation and of our supplies, and indeed the
latter is dependent upon the former. If He were not the God of our
salvation, it would be presumptuous to look unto Him as the God of
our supplies. But seeing that He is the God of our salvation, there is no
good thing that He will withhold. All is ordained and arranged in the
covenant of grace. Not only the temporal but the spiritual supplies
are all appointed by His loving design, and it is the privilege of every
child of God to look up unto Him as the God of his salvation. Even
the God of our salvation-it is a great salvat<ion, planned by a great
God, produced and wrought out by a great Saviol,lr, and conferred by
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a mighty Spirit upon poor, helple88, needysimiers, and the means by
which we receive that salvation and enjoy it is faith in the Person and
work of our beloved Saviour. Oh, dear friends, what know we personally of that great salvation in Christ Jesus ~ "He that is our God is
the God of.salvation." What.a grand assertion we have here: " The
God of salvation "-not only" the God of our salvation," not only
the God of my salvation, but 'we have a passage which brings it more
forcibly home than either of those: " Behold, God is my salvation "not only the God of my salvation, but God Himself is my salvation;
God in a blessed Trinity of Persons is my salvation. God the Father
has planned it in eternity, God the Son has wrought it in time, and
God the Holy Ghost brings it home to the poor, lost, needy sinner in
the fuIness of His grace. "I will trust and not be afraid, for the Lord
J ehovah is my strength and my song, He also is become my salvation."
You observe that passage begins and ends with salvation. God is
my salvation, that is a blessed fact; God has become my salvation,
that is. a privilege experienced. So we have the fact mentioned first,
and the experience coming afterwards, and in the midst of that verse
there is the assurance of faith: "I will trust and not be afraid," for
the Lord Jehovah is my strength and my song. He is the source of
my strength, and He is the theme of my song.
. "Unto God the Lord belong the issues from death." We have that
grand passage in Deuteronomy xxxii. 39, where God told the children
of Israel in that song which they were to commit to memory, and to
hand· down from generation to generation, lest they should forget
their God, and fall away into idolatry-God says in that passage, "I
kill, and I make alive; I wound and I heal; neither is there any
that can deliver out of My Hand." "Unto God the Lord belong
the issues," or the outgoings, "from death." The escapes from death
are under the control of our God, and He is the God Who saves us and
destroys His and our enemies, as we read in the following verse:
"God shall wound the head of His enemies, and the hairy scalp
of such an one as goeth on still in his trespasses." The Lord Jesus
Christ declared to John, when that Apostle saw Him in vision
in the :first chapter of the Revelation: .. I am He that liveth, and
was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and
have the keys of hell," or Hades, "and of death." "Unto God
the Lord belong the issues from death "-unto God the Father,
unto God the Son. We read in John v. 21: "For as the Father
raiseth up the dead and quickeneth them, even so the Son quickeneth
whom He will," and" if we believe that Jesus died and rose again,
even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him."
This is a grand proof of the truth that "unto God the· Lord belong
the issues from death." "Who hath abolished death, and hath
brought life and immortality to light through the Gospel." "0
death, where is thy sting ~ 0 grave, where is thy victory ~ The
sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks
be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ."
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The practical application of that precious truth, ",unto God the Lord
belong the issues from death," is found in the fourth Evangel. In
John vi., and the 5Oth.verse, we read : "This is the Breadwhich came
down from Heaven, that a man may eat thereof and not die." That
passage refers to the believer in the Lord Jesus being a partaker of
Ohrist, and enjoying fellowship with Christ in his journey to
Jerusalem above. Again, in the 8th chapter of John, and the 51st
verse, we read, " If a man keep My saying, he shall never see death."
These words are spoken by the authority of the Son, and refer to the
Gospel obedience rendered to Him by' His faithful servants. Again,
in the 11th chapter 'and the 25th verse, Jesus declares to Martha, the
sister of Lazarus: "I am the Resurrection, and the Life : he that
believeth'in Me, though he were dead, yet shall He live; and whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall never die." There we see that
a living faith in a living Saviour ,conveys eternal life to all the seed.
W~ see, there that faith-Gospel faith--Gospel obedience, and spiritual
and Christian fellowship with Christ make up no small part of the
privileges of those who are in Ohrist Jesus, and beautifully illustrate
the grand assertion: "Unto God the' Lord belong the issues from
death."
In conclusion, 1 would appeal to you on behalf of the Aged Pilgri~s'
Friend Society, a Society which we all love very much because of its
principles,because of the dear old pensioners whom it supports, because
of the faithful and energetic work carried on by the. Oommittee, not
forgetting our, ever dear friend, .the Secretary. And, dear friends,. I
would personally ask you that you will, after hearing the Gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ, just empty your pockets to-night into the.coffers of
this Society. You will not regret it, for" he that giveth to the poor,
lendeth unto the Lord." That is the Lord's principle, and it is His
own way of getting money out of His people. It is lent to the Lord:
'can we do anything better than lend to the Lord? We may lend to
'earthly people sometimes, arid they never think of paying us back;
when we lend to the Lord, He always pays back, not in so much coin
.,and cash, but He pays back in spiritual blessing, which is far better.
I do not suggest-that it is a reward; no; it is a blood-bought free
reward if it ,is one .at all; but it is a privilege, dear friends, to lend to
the Lord, and we do it by supporting His poor, by supporting. the
needy of His family, the infirm and the aged, and those who are .partakers of His grace. Of course it is the duty of every philanthropic
.person to support poor people, but it. is the privilege of Christian
people to support the aged pilgrims who are bound to a better country,
whose home is above, and they are fast hastening thither. And ther\lfore, dear friends, I will not trouble you with any statistics to-night,
because I know you are perfectly familiar with them. Nor will Igo
through the principles of the Society, and the' manner in which it
carries out its excellent .work, because you have all the principles laid
before youb}' our excellent Secretary, and there is no need, for me to
go into these, matters from the pulpit.. Suffice it,to say tha:t I hope
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that every olie this night will do his best, and may the result of our
meeting together, and of hearing the Word of .the Lord be, that we
shall support· the Society more largely and liberally than we have
supported it in the p·ast. And just remember, the Lord daily loadeth
us with benefits, and if He has overladen us, let us relieve ourselves
of the surplus and give it to this Society. May the Lord bless each
one of the friends who aid the Committee in the excellent· work in
which they are engaged.
MONTHLY NOTES.

By THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY.
THE 104th Annual Meeting will (D.V.) be held in the Pillar Hall of the
Cannon Street Hotel, on Friday evening, May 5th. General Sir R.
Biddulph, G.C.R, will take the Chair at 6 o'Clock, and Addresses will
be given by the Revs. W. Brooke, J. H. Hallett andF. S. Webster, M.A.,
and by Messrs. W. F. A. Archibald, F. A. Bevan, and A. Hayles. The
attendance of all friends of the Society is cordially invited. The
Animal Sermon in St. Stephen's, Coleman Street, was delivered by the
Rev. D. Lindsay Johnson, M.A., Rector of Peldon, to a large congregation. The text was Psalm lxviii. 19, 20, and the discourse was
listened to with pleasure and profit. The Vicar, the Rev. J. W. Pratt,
M.A., conducted the first part of the service; by his retirement from
a parochial charge, the Institution loses an esteemed friend in the City.
On March 26th, the Secretary conducted services in aid of the Society,
at Devizes, so long the scene of the ministry of the late beloved Charles
Hemington; liberal collections were taken. On Thursday, May 18th,
he will plead for the Institution at the Tabernacle, Hastings, by kind
permission of the Rev. J. W. Tobitt. Service at 7 p.m. Valued
help nas also been receiv:ed from Grove Chapel, Camberwell, where
deep interest has been evinced in this rrPnistration from the days of
J oseph Irons, a true and faithful friend. Efforts are being specially
made to increase the Annual Subscription list, an urgently necessary
work. Will our readers kindly help ~ A member of the New Zealand
Legislature has just sent a gift of £10, and a lady friend is working on
the Society's behalf in Switz8l'land, where several contributions have
been received. The Committee are much encouraged by tokens of
such widespread interest.
A brief sketch of a recently-departed pensioner may pFove interesting.
M. A. C., of Wilts, aged 69, was for over thirty-seven years bed-ridden,
and a preacher of many silent sermons of patience and resignation.
In her youth she worked beyond her strength and injured herself by
'over-lifting, so that she became incurably ill. She could scarcely bear
to refer to those days, yet she proved the Lord's presence and faithfulness in the furnace of afHiction., For some time she wondered what
she could do towards her support, and the Lord opened tne way by
giving her ability to make knitted and crocheted garments for sale.
Sitting up in bed, she would work all day until the twilight; then
she would allow herself a little rest" between the lights." Her sister
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(who is also a pensioner) has had curvature of the spine all her liie,
but waited upon M. A.. C. to the last. The Bible was constantly read,
and she enjoyed the visits and printed sermons of Mr. Wiles. .In a
sermon of Mr. Tryon's she· read, " There is always a last day to every
earthly event. Eternity alone knows no last day; the last day of our
life here-the last hour-the last minute of that life-will come."
Soon after reading these words her last hour came. She had been
patiently doing her work when her sister noticed she was .ill, and in
about half an hour she was released from her suffering life. , " And I
heard a voice from heaven, saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the
dead which die in the Lord from henceforth; yea, saith the Spirit,
that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow
them."
LOOKING UNTO JESUS.
" By Cov'nant transaction and Blood,"
Saith Jesus, "My people are Mine;
Their sin-bearing Victim I stood,
Yea, for them My life did resign!
The curse of the law I sustain'd,
Did them from all cursings set free,
That when by stern Justice arraign'd,
The sinner should look unto Me.
" When darkne~s envelops the mind,
And troubles run in as a flood,
Protection in Me they shall find,
And peace in My peace-speaking Blood.
For wisdom their course to direct,
As well as their danger to see,
My sheep by My Father elect,
I'll teach them to look unto Me.
" When thirsty, or faint by the way,
Or groping 'twixt hope and despair,
To faith I'll my fulness display,
And bid the poor sinner look there.
When lost in themselves and undone,
, Like doves to My wounds they shall flee;
For all that the Gospel makes known,
The sinner shall look unto Me.
" By crosses I'll scourge them for sin,
Not flowing in wrath, but in love;
Yet, while they the furnace are in,
The strength of My grace they shall prove.
And when,at My footstool- at last,
They come with the suppliant knee,
Their sorrowful eyes they shall cast,
And look for salvation in Me."
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AFTER THE RESURRECTION.'
and agam have we loved to read the narrative of that sweet
country walk and talk, when Jesus Himself drew near and went with
the ·two eager seekers after truth. .All that took place between the
resurrection and the ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ is necessarily
of the very deepest interest to us, since He Himself is the Forerunner
otUiil people in life, in death, in resurrection, and in glory. To my
oWnniind there was, no occasion more full of beauty and profound
significance than this evening walk in the country to Emmaus.The
settrng -sun would lend its radiance to the scene, the air would be still,
the whole atmosphere 'Serenely suggestive of calm, and the converse
very earnest. All the incidents which the Holy Ghost has recorded of
after-resurrection appearances have much teaching in them.
" Jesus Himself drew near" and went with them. They were
talking of Him, and talking to Him.
The first words of the angel at the tomb of the Risen One to the
dear loving women were, " Fear not"; and His own words when He
met them (He did not wait for them to approach, but He met them),
were, " All hail." He had conquered death and the grave, and as a
victor He greeted them with the joyous clarion sound, as of a trumpet,
"1All hail"; and then, " Be not afraid: go tell My brethren that they
go into Galilee, and there shall they see Me." In another Gospel we
read: "He goeth before you into Galilee: there shall ye see Him,
all He said unto you."
When He goeth before, shall we not gladly
follow, nay, even be eager, to follow, since the promise is "there shall
ye see Him" ?
" There snall ye see Him." Oh! dear fellow-believer, is not that
the very pinnacle of joy-to see Him. "He gqeth before you." Yes;
He lived the pure, spotless life of holiness for you. . He was a propitiation for you. He died for you. He rose for you. He entered heaven
for you. In all these He went before; He opened the way for you.
And still, still He leads. He isa Shield, a conquering Leader, in front;
He places Himself between you and the wrath of God. He pleads
His own all-sufficient merit and His vicariouS death. The Father is well
pleased with you-in Him. He goeth before you in all your difficulties,
and pains, and sorrows, in everything that oppresses you. And one
day: He will'go before you, 'and there you shall see Him, and seeing,
you shall rejoice for ever'and ever. "There shall ye see Him, as He
said unto you." Yes! as He said shall all be fulfilled. "I will come
again," He said, "and receiv:e you unto Myself; that where I am,
there ye may be also." All this shall come to pass, dear reader, for
He hath said it. "Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be
afraid:" . He hath said it, and He goethbefore.
Another time thefust words with which He greeted His disciples
ll.8 they were assembled were, " Peace be unto you."
Peace was now
assured through the blood of the cross; the atonement had been made,
and now it was ratified by the seal of His resurrection; therefore,
AGAIN
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"Peace be unto you." The warfare accomplished; the victory W{1D,
and peace confirmed.
,
, But'to return to the two disciples on that evening walk-a distance
of seven or eight miles, we are told, and .the situation westward from
Jerusalem, towards the setting sun-accompanied by Jesus, though
their eyes were holden and they knew Him not. How often now He
draws near and we fail to recognize Him. He draws near in times of
distress; and suffering, and perplexity. These two disciples were 'in
difficulty regarding the trend ·of recent events. Just the time when
He comes to solve enigmas and explain hard questions. He had
noticed their anxious looks, and He knew, too, that their hearts
were full of Him. He so gently asked, "What manner of communications are these that ye have one to another, as ye walk, and
are san ?" Sadness and sorrow are special passports to the tender
Saviour's heart. "Why are ye fearful? " " Why do doubts arise in
your minds?" And He is to-day just the same, dear reader. Tell
Him all, and He will explain and soothe and heal as no other will or can.
We find that after His resurrection He was just the same as He was
before, 'wa1king and talking and explaining and' cheering. H0w kind
He was when the disciples were terrified as they saw Him! How gently
He re-assured them, showing them His hands arid His feet! Those
wounded hands' and feet spoke identity, and had a deep meaning'.
They ,proclaimed a completed atonement, and sin put away; How
sweetly He encouraged the beloved Apostle in the Isle of Patmos, when
he fell'at His feet as dead. He laid Hig right hand, the strengthening
hand, upon him, saying, « Fear not; I am the first and the last: I
am He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death." Fear notfear not! Alive for evermore, and have the keys ! What joyous
triumph notes. Again, in the vision of the New Jerusalem in Rev.
v. 6 we read: "In the midst . . . stood a Lamb as it had been slain.'!
The constant reference to the slain Lamb and the blood of the Lamb,
thtoughout the glorious visions of things to come, assures our hearts
that He brings constantly into 'view the fact that He is the Propitiation
for the sins' of His people-the Sin-Bearer-the Substitute. "He
showed unto, them His hands and His feet" after His resurrection,
evidencing thereby His finished sacrifice for sin; and He appears as
the Lamb in the New Jer~alem, claiming His people's redemption in
Him.
'
. "Then were the disciples glad when they saw the Lord," we ·read
next. Well might they be glad; glidwith the joy of reunion, glad
with the joy of victorious fulfilment, glad with the joy of the tokens
of sin forgiven and put away. Oh! what gladness when we see the
Lord, when He points to His wounded hands and feet, and says,
"Peace be unto you."
"
Arid what do all thes.e things point to in our life beyond the resurrec·
tion? First, communion 'with each other-" They talked together."
Then,meinory 6f the'past-" They talked together of all those things.
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whichhadhappened." . Then,UIis Presence-He "drewnear, and went
with them." Then, the solving of all difficulties-" He expounded
unto them." Then, His familiarity-" He went in to tarry with
them" and" sat at meat with them." Then, recognitio'n and joy"they knew Him."
Study this subject, dear reader, and as the Holy Ghost illuminates
yourmind and heart, may you hear His cheering, gracious, joy-inspiring
" Peace be unto you."
NETTIE.
COMPLE'J;'E IN mM.
" Christ is the Head of the Church; and He is the Saviour of the body.
We are members of His body, of His flesh, and of His bones"
(EPH. v. 23, 30); "He keepeth all His bones; not one of them is
broken" (Ps. xxxiv. 20); "A bone of Him shall not. be 'iJroken "
(JOHN xix. 36).
.

;HE " gave Himself for" the Church, "that He might present it to
Himself" a whole" Church," a whole body, with unbroken and un·
injured "bones" (Eph. v. 25-27). Truly "a glorious Church!"
Not one "broken bone" permitted or possible, either in Himself or
His people. Not the smallest fracture in the unblemished" Church"
for which He yielded up His body and His blood, but not His " bones."
They were miraculously preserved, so perfect was the type. "It is
finished!" He declared. So His " bones" were left unbroken because
the work was "finished" in His death. . The same unity and completeness are observable in His very "vesture." "The coat was
without seam, woven from the top throughout." These words suggest
the "rent veil" mentioned in Matt. xxvii. 51. The" coat" was
whole' and "woven from the top throughout," indicating that Christ
is emphatIcally "the Head," through which all the "members" are
blest and strengthened and nourished. And it was not "rent."
" The veil of the temple was rent in twain." It, too, had been whole.
But now it" was rent in twain from the top to the bott9m," not from
the bottom to the top. Man believes himself whole and must be
"rent." Yet he cannot begin his own salvation. Christ only,
" from the ,top," can tear away his self-righteousness and moral goodness, ,in which he veils himself. He only can reveal to him, "It is
finished," "from the top throughout." He only can reveal to man
Himself as the Holy of holies. He only can make man know that
"from the sole of the foot, even unto the head, there is no soundness
in" him. Man by nature is " rent" from bottom to top. Man by
grace is covered from 'top to bottom. It was Almighty power,
beginning from "the top" which "rent" the temple "veil " that
day; and only Almighty power to-day can envelop the unveiled sinner.
Christ covers him with an unrent ".coat." Even the very soldiers
acknowledged unwittingly a marvellous truth in their worldly words,
"Let usuot rend it, but cast lots whose it 8ha11 be." Nay! that
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,t lot" had 'been "cast" before the foundation of the world.
Long
ages since it had been" chosen "that the Saviour, not Satan -the
Redeemer, not the Destroyer,-was to claim and receive a perfect,
unrent, seamless "Church." Not soldiers, men, nor devils, can" rend"
that wondrous-whole.
.
Let us now .return to our first text. The" bones" are invisible,
out of sight; we can neither see nor touch them, but " He keepeth "
them. Ah! they are " hid" from the eye of man, but not from Him.
He recognizes "all (His) members," and remembers and rectifies
their invisible and individual trials and ,errors. Man cannot always
discern a fellow" member;" to him he is a hidden" bone." M~n
cannot touch our deepest gnefs; they, too, are unseen "bones" to
our fellow-creatures. But our loving Lord can see and touch each
separate" bone." For" He keepeth all His bones"; they are part
of His very self. These" bones" include the secret sorrow, the secret
struggle, the secret conflict, the secret temptation, and the secret
anxiety. All these, although unseen by man, are "naked and
open unto the eyes of Him with Whom we have to do." "He
keepeth " us through all our many secret difficulties, and guides and
strengthens us as we need. Every" member" and every" member's"
struggles and troubles are really "bone of His bone," and help to
form His body. We are not perfected apart from suffering, and the
members must be perfected to produce a perfect body. Truly the
Church is "fearfully and wonderfully made." Much" fear" oppresses
its "members" from time to time, and much "wonder" often overawes them. What a grand description is given o{its formation, form,
and future, in Psalm cxxxix. 13-17. "Made in secret," curiously and
continuously" fashioned," yet" written" long ago. "Thou knowest
not how the bones do grow" (Eccles. xi. 5), atom by atom, in this
growing "body," until the whole be grown into a whole "body,"
and a perfect one. Then what a change will pass over that" body" !
For He "shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like
unto His glorious body." It will be changed from" vile" longings,
evil propensities, and awful uncleanness, to a "glorious," immortal,
and incorruptible" body." Then this "body" will not be inclined
and disposed to sin any more, it will not be attracted in the least degree
by sin, and will never again be touched by it. Wh3.t a "glorious"
" change" indeed, and how we long to experience it. Oh! precious,
priceless thought, that the death of the body involves the final deathblow to the old nature. When death puts his heel on the neck of the
victim, grace puts his heel on the neck of the old nature, and slays it;once
and for all. The last" veil" will then be " rent," never to be joined
again, for the old nature will have no resurrection. "Thou knowest
not what is the way, of the Spirit" in producip,g, prospering, and
perfecting this wonderful" body," for" it doth not yet appear what we
shall be. But we .know that when He shall appear, we shall be like
Him; for we shall see Him as He is."

Brixton. .

ELEANoR CoNYERS BOWER.
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A MINISTERIAL EXPERIENCE.

I HAVE been for upwards of twenty-seven years a preacher of the
Gospel, and I have come in contact with a great variety of different
characters, and I must say all I have seen without, and all I have seen
within, strongly confirms me in the opinion of Jonah,-after he had done
his best to secure the judgment of God against him, but found the
inward softening and humbling influence of the Holy Ghost within
his heart, instead of the terrible condemnation which he so truly
merited-" Salvation is of the Lord." Can it then be wondered at
that, if I have anything at all to say on religious subjects, it should be
in praise of free; unmerited, sovereign.grace ?
Perhaps some will read this who are ministers themselves. If so,
it may encourage them to hear the ministerial experience of one of
their brethren through so long a period as I have named above; and,
dear brethren, forgive me if I seem a little egotistical, for we can only
" speak that we do know," and testify that which we have ourselves
seen (John ill. 11);
.
For my first remark: Ihave found my Lord and Master Jesus Christ
the very kindest, most helpful, most patient, and most enduring
Master. What histories could I give of His unnumbered mercies to
me! What accounts of His kindness, of His forbearance, when my
sins have called for strokes! Of His gracious assistance in my work,
'when I have almost been at my wits' end what to do next! Of His
tender compassion in relieving my bodily suffering sometimes on the
Lord's Day. We ·talk of miracles having ceased, but I think my
brethren will be able to coD.£.rm my words when I say, I often find
Him still working miracles; for, "God is my King of old, working
salvation in the midst of tue earth " (Ps. lxxiv; 12). And as to ,His
enduring us with much long"suffering, when we provoke Him by our
'stupidity and perverseness, what can we say sufficiently honourable?
And of His condescending to give a blessing on our feeble, confused,
and ignorantpreachiIig, what shall we say? For myself, my experience
during all these years I have preached has been, that those sermons
which I have been most ashamed of have been most useful to others,
'ana. that I have often been re'duced to being sensibly to myself "a
fool" that I might be wise" (1 Cor. iii. 18). And how weighty have
those words been to me, "We have ·this treasure in earthen vessels,
that the excellency of the power may be of God and not of us " (2 Cor.
iv.7).
Also, I think we may see that our ministry is a part of that" governmimt " which is upon Christ's shoulder; for how' often have preachers
tried their very best to meet some believer's case, or to shed light upon
some· difficulty, or to bring home conviction to some heart, and utterly
failed ;w,hereas some day, when they are only" drawing the bow at
a venture," the arrow lights with Divine power and certainty upon
some heart they little intended.
'.,
.
I must make' one··more remark. The holy Apostle Paul says, "I
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have learned in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content."
Now I think very few other men ~ever learnt that less,on as he had
learnt it; yet some of us have a Clearer glimpse than others of his
meaning. For myself, I think I see a little of the path which led him
to it, and I will put it thus-Why should we be afraid to be brought
low? We all dread and avoid it by all means and every artifice we
can devise. But why should we do so? We are not nearly so much
afraid of prosperity, which is a far·' more dangerous condition. It
seems to me that this points toa lurking motive of self-seeking and
pride. For if it was God's honour that we steadily and honestly
Bought, why should we not be as satisfied to be the instruments. of
promoting that honour whilst humbled and kept low ourselves, as
when we are personally in a more prosperous and flourishing condition?
Have I really learnt a part of this lesson, or do I only think I have
done so, when I say, "Never be afraid to be brought low?" My
experience has been, " I was brought low, and He helped me ;" "He
giveth grace to the lowly." When God, in His providence, calls a
minister to perform any work for' Him, and at the same time seems to
bring him low, and, as we should say, unfit him for that work, then is
the time to look out for His effectual help; "I will help thee" is then
His gracious word to His poor servant. How often I have found
this! Oh, the times when I have gone into the pulpit empty, and
stripped of all knowledge, power, and understanding, and everything
fitted to encourage my hope of a blessing. How often have I, at such
times, come down covered with confusion and shame, begging pardon
for my stupidity and presumption!, But I can scarcely remember
an instance of this but what the Lord has blessed the word ·to some
poor soul among my hearers. Now, what lesson should a minister
learn from this? Surely to trust more, and to be less afraid of being
brought low. I fancy the real fact is, we think if the vessel is well
filled with our own preparation, our own learning, our own diligence,
,our own clear view of the subject, and so on, all must prosper: then,
to show us that all this, by itself, will avail nothing, the Lord comes in
,and puts dishonour upon it all. On the contrary, when we have been
humbled, brought low, and emptied of self, as it is expressed, the Lord
graciously pours in a little of His Divine treasure, and we are enabled
to pour it out for the edification of His people, for His glory, and not
for our, own. This thought has sometimes reconciled me to very
humbling dispensations. But let no one suppose I imagine I have
fully learnt even this. s.mall part of Paul's lesson; still, let ministers aim
to learn it, and they will find the Great Teacher very kind in helping
them. He says, " Learn of Me, for I am meek and lowly in heart."From the Memoir of the late Rev. R. Walker, M.A., Vicar of Wymes.wold,
Lincolns.hire.
FAITH and patience will ·cause the heart to apply itself to God in
all sorts of dealings, and will vent and utter gracious dispositions
some way or other.-Dr. Goodwin.
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MARTIN LUTHER'S EXPOSITION OF THE LORD'S PRAYER.
(Oontinued from pWJe 242).

The Fifth Petit,ion.
AND FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS, AS WE FORGIVE OUR DEBTORS.
WHO considers that this prayer strikes at and accuses so many men!
In the first place, how can these mighty saints in our days pray thus,
who value themselves as quite perfect, especially after their confession
and absolution and satisfaction ~ And now they live so as not to
pray for their sins, unlike the old real saints, of whom David says,
" For this [the forgiveness 6f his sins] shall everyone that is godly
prltY unto Thee"; but these only heap up great merits; and mean to
build up a most costly palace in heaven, close to St. Peter, with many
good works. But we will try, by the help of God, to make sinners
of them, and include them in our poor sinful family, that they ma.y
learn, not only to use this petition before their confession and penance,
but even after all their indulgences for punishment and for guilt, and
to say with us after the remission of all guilt, "0 Lord, forgive us
our debts." For since there can be no lying and mocking in God's
sight, therefore truly, truly, there must be a serious guilt, yea, far too
serious for any indulgences ever to have removed, or to be able to
remove. Therefore the indulgences do not agree well with this
petition. If guilt is removed by indulgences, blot out this petition;
and pray not before God for pretended guilt, lest thou mock God, and
get all evil to thyself. But if the petition is true, may God help the
poor man with his indulgences, which still leave him in such heavy
guilt th~t God might well destroy him for it, if he beg not for grace.
But let this be enough, for I well know the crafty comments by which
they make a nose of wax of Holy Scriptures.
This petition can be understood in a two-fold manner. First, that
God secretly in His'pUrpose pardons our guilt, while yet we do not feel
that He has done so; as, on the other hand, He imputes and reserves
the guilt of many, without their feeling or caring about it. Secondly,
that God manifests this pardon openly, so that we feel it; as on the
other hand, He imputes guilt to some so that they feel it, for instance,
by rebukes and terrors of conscience. The first of these is necessary
in itself; the second needful in due season, lest a man despair.
How is this ~ I answer thus: God is favourable to many, and
heartily forgives all their sins, although as yet He says nothing to
them about it, but so treats them outwardly and inwardly that they
suppose they have a God far from gracious, Whose will it is to destroy
them· temporally and eternally; outwardly He afilicts them, and
inwardly He terrifies them. David was one of these when he says,
" 0 Lord, rebuke me not in Thine anger." Soon the other hand, God
secretly reserves the guilt of some, and is their enemy, although as yet
He says nothing to them about it, but so- deals with them that they
suppose themselves His dear children; outwardly it is well with them,
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inwardly they are -joyful and sure of heaven. These are deScribed in
the Psalm, " He hath said in his heart, I shall never be moved, I shall
never be in adversity."
Again, Gop. sometimes imparts consolation to the afllicted conscience,
bringing a man to feel a joyful reliance on His grl,l.ce, in order that he
may be strengthened by it to hope in God, even when anguish of
conscience comes upon him. On the other hand, God sometimes suffers
the conscience to be terrified and troubled; that the man may not
in the time of gladness forget the fear of God. The first pardon is the noblest and most precious, although the man
contj:nues in bitterness and anguish; the last is exceedingly comfortable
to us, but not so great in itself. Christ manifested both in Mary
Magdalene; the firSt when He turned His back to her and yet said to
Simon, "Her sins, which are many, are forgiven." She was then
still without peace. The other when He turned to her and said, " Thy
sins are forgiven; go in peace." Then she found peace. Thus the
first cleanses, the other creates peace. The first is attended with
toil and brings in the blessing, the otlier is rest and enjoyment. Great
indeed is the difference between the two. The first is in faith only,
in which a man labours much; the other is in feeling, in which he
receives the reward. To the weak, and those who are beginning to
laboUr, God gives the last; but 'those who are strong He exercises
~or a time without it.
We shall now see the most effeqtual grant of indulgences in all the
world; not sold for money, but granted freely. The rest who grant
indulgences, give us satisfactions that we may keep in our bag or our
chest; but Christ puts His in the heart, as close to us as can be; so
that you need not go to Rome nor Jerusalem nor St. J ames, nor run
hither and thither for indulgences; poor and rich, sick and whole,
laity and clergy, servant and master, all alike may buy it. And this
grant of indulgences runs plainly thus- If ye forgive men their
trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you; but if ye
iorgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your
trespasses." This grant, sealed with the wounds of Christ Himself,
alid established by His death, is now almost blotted out and lost in
the great flood of Romish indulgences. Let none now deny that the
fault is in himself, if his sins are not yet pardoned, or if he keeps an
evil conscience; for Christ says- not that thou must fast so much for
thy sins, pray so much, give so much, do this or the other; but if
thou desirest to make satisfaction, and pay thy debt.s, and blot out thy
sins, hear My counsel and command, Do nothing but make thee a new
heart, where only is the hindrance; do thou bless them that persecute
thee; only do thou forgive, then is the work of God manifest in -thee.
Why are not indulgences of this kind.preached ~ Are not the word;
counsel, anli promise of Christ worth as much as the words of any
preacher of dreams ~ True, these indulgences would not build up
St. Peter's Church, which the devil can well endure; but the Church of
Christ, which he cannot at all endure. For wood and stones do not
lC
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e.t a.ll oppose the devil, but forgiving and godly souls deeply, grieve
him. But men will not have Christ's indulgence for nothing, but are
never tired of the other whatever it costs. Would that everything
were valued according to its worth! When a man may obtain good
gold for nothing, let him not think copper better than gold. Let him
beware of, the colour and glitter.
There are two sorts of men who cannot utter this, petition, nor
purchase this great indulgence. ,The first are evident enough, who
forget their own debts, and make so much of their neighbour's debts
as to, dare without shame to say, "I never will nor ever, can forgive
him, or be friendly with him." Th~ehavethe beam, yea, many beams,
in their own eyes, and see them not; but they cannot forget the little
mote in their neighbour's eye., That is, they care nothing for their
own sins which they have committed against God, but make much
account of their neighbour's faults; and whilst they want God to
remit, their great debt, they themselves suffer not the least to pass
unnoticed. If such had no other debt or sin, yet the beam in their
eye would be great enough, because they are disobedient to the command
of God, and will not forgive but seek vengeance themselves, which
belongs only to God. Truly wonderful is God in His righteousness
and judgments; for he who forgives not is held under greater guilt
than he who did the wrong. Therefore to such a man does this petition
become a sin; as the Psalm says, I< His prayer shall become sin."
And thus he curses himself and quite perverts this petition, and gets
wrath where he should have obtained grace. For when thou sayest,
"J will not forgive," and standest before God with thy precious prayer,
gabbling over" Forgive us our debts as we also forgive our debtors,"
what else i~ it but saying-I< I am Thy debtor, 0 God, and such an one
is a debtor to me; I will not forgive him, so do not Thou forgive me.
I will ,not obey Thee, though Thou bidst me, to forgive; I would
rather give up Thee and Thine heaven and all, and go to hell for ever,"
o thou wretched man! How couldst thou endure an enemy cursing
thee before men as thou dost by thine own prayer curse thyself before
God and all men ~ And what has He done to thee? A temporal
injury. Why then shouldst thou for a little temporal hurt, do thyself
an eternal injury? Be cautious, 0 man, for it is not thy neighbour
who hurts thee, but thou, in not forgiving him, doest to thyself an,
injury greater than the whole world could do.
Others there are who are more refined, who are offended with their
neighbours, not because anything has been done, but because they are
displeased in heart from their great love as they think to righteousness
and wisdom; for these tender and delicate saints cannot bear sin and
folly. These the Holy Scripture calls serpents and vipers, who are
so utterly blind that they do not feel nor can be persuaded, as can the
:first and more gross sort, that they do not pardon their ,neighbour;
yee., they even account it a merit and a good work to be enemies to
their neighbour. Such may be known by their 'slandering, censuring,
and judging others, and not keeping silence when they know anything
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against their neighbour. They havE' no mercv.on such as have done
wrong, so as to pray for them, as Christ commanded, or kindly iIlstruct
them, or reprove them in a brotherly manner. Behold these are those
wretched saints, who can neither forgive nor forget their neighbour's
faults. Their disposition is to be friendly in heart to none; and so
they well deserve that God should not only never forgive their guilt,
but even manifest such wrath towards them, as not to suffer them to
see their. guilt. Then they flatter themselves and say, "I speak not
to hurt him, nor with a bad intention ;f) I wish him all good." Oh
what soft hair this cat has! Who would have thought such sharp
claws and tongue were concealed by this smooth skin! 0 thou hypocrite and deceitful man! If thou wert his friend, thou wouldst be
silent, and not publish thy neighbour's calamity with such pleasure
and satisfaction; yea, wouldst change thy accursed dislike into compassion and pity. Thou wouldst excuse and cover him, and silence
others, pray to God for him, exhort him as a brother and help him to
rise; thou wouldst reflect and take warning, and consider with
trembling thine own frailty, as St. Paul saith, " Let him that thinketh
he standeth, take heed lest he fall," and say with that ancient saint,
"He yesterday, and I to-day." Consider also how would it please
thee, if God were to do to thee in return, as thou doest to thy neighbour,
according to the tenor of this petition, and expose thee, and publish
all thy sins to the world ~ And how wouldst thou bear it, that
another should thus proclaim thy wickedness ~ Thou wouldst wish
all to keep silence, excuse, cover, and pray for thee. But now thou
actest contrary to the rule, " As ye would men should do unto you,
do ye even so to them."
Think not that ever the sins of a slanderer or evil judger shall be
forgiven, be they great or small, or that he can do any good work,
unless he change his wicked tongue. For so says St. James, "If any
man seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth
his own. heart, this man's religion is vain." But if thou must be concerned with thy neighbour's sins, attend to that noble, precious, and
golden rule of Christ, saying, " If thy brother trespass against thee, go
and tell him his faults between thee and him alone." Oh mark!
He says not, " Tell others," but, " between thee and him alone." As
if he would say, If thou wilt not speak to him alone, hold thy tongue,
and let it be buried in thine own heart; for as Ecclesiasticus says,
" It shall not burst thee."
But again they come and blacken their neighbours, and whiten
themselves, saying, " Ah! was it not true ~ Why should I not say
it when it was true ~ I saw it and know it." Answer :-And it is
true also that thou hast sinned: why dost thou not tell thine own
wickedness, since thou must needs tell all the truth ~ But if thou
wouldst rather suppress thine own, according to the rule thou shouldst
do the same to others. And if it be true, thou art no better than a
betrayer and informer, who ()ften say what is too true againilt many a
poor man. Still thou actest contrary to Christ's rule, which forbids
20
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thee to say aught 'but to the man alone; and if he hear thee not, take
with thee two, and tell him once more; and if still he will not hear thee,
with the same witnesses tell it to the Church. But this rule is now
set aside"; therefore they fare as they ought, who neglect God's Word.
This continual backbiting and attending to other men's sins is the
most hurtful sin in all the world. For other sins pollute and destroy
him only who commits them; but the talebearer, wretched man,
must be defiled and destroyed with other men's sins. He who takes
the greatest delight and pleasure in sin, has the greatest guilt. Now
when he who has done the wrong judges and convicts himself, and is
utterly ashamed of his wickedness, and wishes none to know lt,and
thereby as far as possible lessens his sin; then comes the talebearer, who
does not wish that it had never been done, for he has pleasure in telling,
censuring, and laughing at it. Therefore, I say, the man who is
willingly a talebearer and backbiter loves no man, but is, like the
devil, a common enemy to mankind. For there is nothing he likes
more than to hear, tell, and meddle with the sin and shame of others,
and he rejoices in their calamities; and he who does this and loves it,
really wishes men no good, but every evil; which he shall himself
receive as his wages at last.
We should learn then, for our instruction, that every man is a sinner
against God, and has also sinners and debtors against himself.
First, we are ourselves sinners, and that in gross crimes; for there
are few who have not fallen in great and weighty matters. But if a
man were so good as not to have fallen into such sins, yet he at all
times comes short of the law of God; because so far from making
a return for the gifts he receives above others, he cannot even praise
God enough for his coat which he wears every day; not to mention
life, health, honour, goods, frien.ds, reason, and the innume,rable
blessings of God. Wherefore, if God should call him to account, it
would be as holy Job says, " He cannot answer him one in a thousand,"
and would be glad to be able to make supplication to a gracious Judge.
Thus also David says, "Enter not into judgment with thy servant,
for in Thy sight shall no man living be justified." For there is none
who has not still the dregs and ,ill savour of the old Adam, for which
God might justly reject him. Therefore humility alone preserves even
them who are in grace; whose debts are not imputed to them, because
,they judge themselves, and beg for mercy, and forgive their debtors.
Secondly, we also have debtors ourselves, For so God ever orders
it,that there should be some one who injures us in our property,
honour, and the like, in order to give us occasion of repenting of our
sins 'and forgiving our debtors. And if anyone has not to endure
great outrages from others, which is however no good sign, yet he
finds in himself disgust against some, against -whom he entertains
suspicion ,and displeasure. And thus in short what St. Augustine
says is true, every man is a debtor to God, and has a debtor himself.
And if he thinks he has none, he is surely blind, and does not see himself
aright.
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Now see what is the nature of this wretched life, where there is
neither food nor comfort nor support to the soul, as the foregoing petition'
shows; besides our sinful state, which exposes us to just damnation,
unless saved by this prayer through the mere grace and meroy of God.
Thus the Lord's prayer turns this our -life utterly to sin and shame,
that we may be weary of it and dissatisfied with it.
Now, attend, thou talebearer; judge thyself, make thy speeches about
thYseI!. See what thou art, and put thy hand in thine own bosom.
Then wilt thou forget thy neighbour's sin, because thou hast both thy
hands full of thyself, yea, over and over full.
(To be continued.)

SOME TITLES OF GOD'S PEOPLE.
1.-" CmLDREN OF GOD."
How marvellous and rioh the love and grace of God towards His
people, that, corrupt and sinful as they are by nature, they should
yet be called, and should be, His children! "Behold what manner
of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called
children of God: and such we are" (1 John iii. 1, R.V.).
It is a name distinctive of God's people, and distinguishing them,
from the world, and one which 'we do wisely to ponder. The writer
well remembers when, in spite of a religious training, and attendance
upon and attention to Evangelical preaching, he was ignorant of the
full meaning of the designation "a child of God." His attention was
arrested by the title of a tract by the late Rev. W. Parks, of Openshaw
-" Fear not, dear child of God," a,nd the thoughts arose in his mind,
" What is a child of God ~" "Are not all children of God ~ "
But let us note :1. This glorious name and tills glorious fact imply the being born
of God. The Greek word translated cIllldren denotes birth-that
which is born.
We see tills clearly in John i,ll, 12: "He came unto His own, and
His own received Him not. But as many as received Him, to them
gave He power to become the sons of God (Greek: chi~dren of God),
even to them that believe on His name, which were born, not of blood,
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God." This is
the starting-point of real Christianity; not a mere reformation of
life, but a new life., "If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature,"
is the inspired testimony.
I may here quote a statement made by the celebrated Synod of Dort
(1618), as follows: "Which regeneration, or second creation, is not
brought to pass by bare instruction sounding to the outward ear, nor
by moral inducements; no, nor by any kind of operation so carried
on that when God hath done His part, it should remain in man's choice
to be or not to be regenerate, to be or not to be converted; but is a
supernatural, a most powerful, and withal, most sweet, wonderful,
hidden, and unspeakable working, being for the mightiness thereof
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not inferior to the creation of the world, or the raising of the dead."
In corroboration of these words note what the Apostle Paul says with
regard to salvation as realized in the individual experience of the .
children of God: "But after that the kindness and love of God our
Saviour toward man appeared, not by works of righteousness which we
have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, by the washing
of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost" (Titus iii. 4-6).
Notice here the dominant words "regeneration" and "renewing"
as describing the new birth wrought by the power of the Holy Ghost.
Oh, beloved brethren, how great are the mercy and grace of our God!
In spite of all that we so continually mourn over, for we lmow that
" in us, that is in our flesh, there dwelleth no good thing," yet we have
been made to differ, essentially differ, from the rest of mankind. Our
lmowledge of ourselves, our thoughts Godward, are different. Our attitude towards the Lord Jesus Christ is different. "We know that the
Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding that we may
know Him that is true" (1 John v. 20). Our object in life is different
from that of the world, as are our pleasures, our joys, and our hope.
When we are led to think upon such questions as "Who maketh
thee to differ from another ~ and what hast thou that thou didst not
receive ~ " our minds are filled with wonder and amazement, as well
as gratitude and praise to our God, to Whose rich, free, and sovereign
grace in Christ Jesus we owe all.
On such love, my soul, still ponder,
Love so great, so rich, so free;
Say, whilst lost in holy wonder,
"Why, 0 Lord, such love to me ~ "
While others around us are engrossed in temporal things, we have
been led, at least in some measure, to set our affection on things above,
even eternal things. While the many are grubbing for earth-nuts,
we have been brought to seek for, to find, and to taste celestial fruit.
2. The children of God, begotten of God, have God for their Father
in a very special sense. He is our Father in Christ Jesus, in and through
Whom flow all our spiritual blessings. For the Lord Jesus said: "All
things are delivered unto Me of My Father: and no man lmoweth
the Son, but the Father; neither lmoweth any man the Father, save
the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal Him" (Matt. xi. 27).
We have been reconciled to God by the death of CIlTist for us (Rom.
v. 10), and God has been eternally reconciled to us in Christ (Eph. i. 4),
and by Him we have now received the reconciliation (Rom. v. 11).
Thus we have "boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of
Jesus" (Heb. x. 19). We have fellowship with Him. "The blood of
Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin" (1 John i. 7), and the
Spirit crieth in our hearts, "Abba, Father" (Gal. iv. 6).
.
Now we have the comfort of lmowing that all that concerns us is
according to His will; while He will supply all our need, in spite of
our many doubts and fears (Phil. iv. 19). He is " able to do exceeding
abundantly above~all that we ask or think" (Eph. iii. 20).
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And if His chastening hand is laid upon us, it is not in anger, but
in love, and for our profit (Heb. xii. 6-11).
3. As children evince likeness to their parents, so it is the will of
God that His children should exhibit likeness to Himself. Wherefore
'it is exhorted: "Be ye followers [imitators] of God as dear children;
and walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us" (Eph. v. I, 2).
God's children have been called out of darlmess into His marvellous
light, to show forth His prai~es (R.V. excellences-I Peter ii. 9).
" God is love," and love-love to God, and love to the brethrenis an evidence of being" born of God" (I John iv. 7, and I John v. 1,2).
Alas! how imperfect is this likeness here and now, but in the future4. God's children will be like Christ. "Beloved, now are we the sons
[children] of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but
we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him" (I John iii. 2).
It is not yet made manifest what we shall be, but it is nevertheless
revealed" Whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be
conformed TO THE IMAGE OF HIs SON, that He might be the fustborn
among many brethren" (Rom. viii. 29; see also 2 Cor. iii. I8).
And Christ is "the image of the invisible God!" And here we
must leave this profound truth of God's Holy Word, full of amazement
at the wonderful grace of Him Who " raiseth up the poor out Of the
dust, and lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, to set them among
princes, and to make them inherit the throne of glory."
Marslzall (Sask.), Canada.
ROBERT J. NOYES.
THE INNER ADVENT.
By the late REV. S. HAYMAN, B.A. (Rector of Doneraile, Cork).
NINETEEN centuries ago, when the fulness of the time was come, the
great mystery of godliness received accomplishment. A world, by no
means the la.rgest or loveliest of the planetary bodies, witnessed an
event hitherto and for ever unparalleled. The Ancient of Days,
assuming man's image and likeness, was pleased in person to visit the
Earth. He might have bowed the heavens, and come down; but He
made Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a
servant. Angels heralded His birth, and were honoured had He
accepted their ministry; but He came that He might Himself do the
will of Him that sent IIiw. He came, personally to fulfil all righteousness; to tread the wine-press alone; to be made sin for us, though He
knew no sin; that the Lord might lay on Him the iniquity of us all.
Then was Canaan's soil Thy land, 0 Immanuel! Her Bethlehem
was thy cradle.. Her Nazareth beheld Thy childhood's growth. Her
Jordan supplied Thy baptismal waters. The wilderness was Thy
battle-field with Satan. Those mountains were consecrated by Thy
prayers. Zion's streets bore Thy foot-marks. Gethsemane's turf
absorbed the blood-sweat of thine agony. Calvary saw Thee die. The
rock-tomb in the garden held Thy precious body. Olivet was last
pressed by Thy sacred feet; and thence Thou didst ascend up into
heaven!
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Of our Lord's Incarnation, the Scriptural account is most perspicuous.
.Around the narrative of the inspired writers hangs neither concealment
nor obscurity. Plainly, it is their desire to set forth, that" God was
manifest in the flesh." Jesus exhibited His Messiahship in the holiness
of His person, in the blessedness of His offices, and in the might of His
miracles. He went about, doing good. Evermore, He was teaching
in the synagogues, and preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom; healing
all manner of sickness, and all manner of disease among the people.
Yet this beneficence availed not. The multitude who followed and
thronged Him, and who often appeared to hear Him gladly, in the
end despised and rejected Him. They would not have Him to reign
over them. They caught up the wild cry, "Crucify Him! Crucify
Him !" They called down upon their heads the anathema, even now
unexhausted, " His blood be on us, and on our children!" He came
unto His own, and His own received Him not.
Some there were, who had other feelings and happier experiences
about the Son of God. The contemporaries of those, by whom He
was dishonoured, these--His chosen ones-found in Him all their
salvation and all their desire. Of the nation at large, it might be
said, " The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among them"; but only
the little circle of His followers could affirm with truth, "And we
beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father! "
Such revealings came, in the fulness of His communion with them.
Their eyes were blessed, for they saw, and their ears, for they heard
Him. He called them" friends," and all things that He had heard
of His Father, He made known unto them.
There were, therefore, so to speak, simultaneously an outer and an
inner Advent. Through the land of Israel, the Lord Jesus constantly
journeyed; and His person and claims were, doubtless, familiar to
the people. To them He came, and among them He showed His
mighty works. Nationally, they enjoyed these privileges; and, in
the possession of them, they were highly favoured. Such, too, methinks, is the state of all who' profess and call thems~lves Christians.
Continually in their midst, on His mission of mercy, Jesus of Nazareth
is passing by. The contrite sinner's voice, lifting its cry of misery, is
sufficient for Him to hear. He will then stand still; and, by the exercise
of healing power, will show that He is travelling in the' greatness of
His strength, and is mighty to save. But as then, there were many
that died, whom Jesus raised not from the dead; many sick, who
?ought not His help; many poor sinners, who distrusted His sacrifice
~ven so it is now. With the incidents of the outer Advent, every
professed Christian is familiar; but with the power of the inner Advent,
few are acquainted. Th~ history of the Redeemer's work is generally
accepted; but the efficiency of His Atonement remains almost
unknown.

*

*

*

...

'*

*

The Lord'!! disciples were ever with Him. Whither He went, they
went with Him; and where He lodged, there they lodged likewise.
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Wh~n the multitude departed, they tarried with Him. While T the
world was away, they were near Him. They were made His companions, and His own familiar friends. Always in His presence, they
acquainted themselves with His manifold perfections. As He often
spake to them, they felt how full of grace were His lips. As He moved
before them, they knew Him to be fairer than the children of men.
He was, moreover, Master and Lor<l, for their guidance and support.
Whatever were their perplexities, they might lay them all at His feet.
If they understood not His public teaching, they could ask Him
privately, "What might this parable be 1" And, as they inquired,
they would learn how it was given unto them to know the mysteries of
the kingdom of heaven. If they sought help in worshipping God,
they could petition their own great Adviser, "Lord! teach us to
pray"; and they would find Him both supplying the words, and
holding out the encouragement of prevailing entreaty. If they asked,
it should be given them; if they sought, they should find; if they
knocked, the door would be opened.
And there were things yet higher and better. This earthly fellowship shadowed forth only a closer and more spiritual communion.
The time came, when He must leave them; and, though they had
known Christ after the flesh, His disciples should henceforth know
Him thus no more. It was· expedient for them that He should go
away; and He showed them that they should not be losers, through
His departure. Another Comforter is to come, who is to abide"with
them for ever; and the unceasing presence of the Holy Ghost}with
believers, is to be their compensation and consolation during ~their
Lord's absence in heaven. While Jesus was, in this wise, preparing
His disciples for His own going away, He vouchsafed a promise,
comprehensive not only of them, but of all who, to the end of time,
should believe on Him through their word. Love, evidenced by holy
obedience, shall be honoured by Him in His constant abiding
with believers; !ind His abiding shall be attended with gracious
revealings of Himself to their souls. "He that hath my commandments," saith He, "and keepeth them, he it is that loveth
Me: and He that loveth Me shall be loved of my Father, and I will
love him and will manifest Myself to him." This fmanifestation
was something fuller than aught the Lord showed of Himself, while
on earth, to His disciples. As He spake, they dimly perceived this
truth, and felt that such revealings were of a higher and more heavenly
character. Unable, however, as yet to grasp their spirituality, they
can only suppose that His declaring Himself will be public and solemn.
If He manifest Himself, and reveal His glory, will not" the many"
perceive it, as well as " the few" 1 Yet, it is to the few and faithful
the promise is made. Then Judas enquired of Him, "Lord! how is
it that Thou wilt manifest Thyself unto us, and not unto the world 1 "
Here is a question of thrilling interest, for those who love our Lord
Jesus Christ in sincerity, and who have found the worth of their own
souls. The Redeemer has come to Zion. He visits men's hearts,
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that He may fill them with His presence. How may this inner Advent
be known ~ What are its results ~ By what mode doth Christ
manifest Himself unto His people, and not unto the world ~
He does this after a heavenly manner. It is of God, to reveal His
Son in us; (Gal. i. 15, 16;) and He giveth unto men the spirit of
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him. Such unveiling of
Christ is specially the office of the Holy Spirit. "He shall glorify
Me "; such was the promise, " for He shall receive of mine, and shall
show it unto you." Who but He, that searcheth all things, yea, the
deep things of God, can make known the counsel of the Almighty, in
redemption ~ Who but He can open the eyes of the understanding,
or can reach men's consciences, or can change their hearts ~ Who
but He can make them to comprehend what is the breadth, and length,
and depth, and height; and to know the love of Christ, which passeth
knowledge ~
And the Spirit's revealing of Christ is made in a twofold way. The
soul learns convincingly what He is in Himself, how great a,nd gracious
and what of God He is made unto us, wisdom, and righteousness, and
sanctification, and redemption. With upward-glancing eye, it beholds
in His person all beauty, and in His offices all blessedness; and, in
the contemplation of both, it discovers applicability for its own need,
and it is satisfied. I would now particularly consider what Faith
finds in the Son of God. In Him, at the very outset (and nothing
less were sufficient) it meets withI. Divinity. He is the Creator. All things were made by Him.
He is also their Preserver. By Him all things consist: He upholds
them by the Word of His power. He is Omniscient. He searcheth the
reins and hearts; and He knoweth what is in man. He is Omnipresent.
Where two or three are gathered together in His name, there is He in
the midst of them. Eternity is His. He was set up from everlasting,
from the beginning, or ever the earth was. Unchanging existence is His.
His years shall not fail. He is Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and
to-day, and for ever. Now, these perfections fill with joy the believer's
heart. No longer are they deemed abstract truths, possessing little
immediate interest, but Immanuel's glories, all unveiled to them that
love Him. "I have heard of Thee," the converted One exclaims,
" by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth Thee!" And
vast is the difference between hearing the report, and having to the
soul the arm of the Lord revealed. But, in themselves, attributes
like these could only overwhelm God's creatures. J ehovah's majesty
is too bright, even for seraphim to gaze upon (Isaiah vi. 2); and we
cannot see His face and live. We require a clift of the rock, and the
covering of the hand, while He passeth by. We ask for some link
that will bind together our nature and the Divine, and we find it in
Jesus. Conjoined with the Godhead, in Him we meet withn. Humanity. He is not ashamed to call men" brethren." He
took part of the same flesh and blood. Their earth He trod, a weary
wayfarer; and with its incidents He is acquainted. He has learned
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them, not merely through Divine knowledge, but by actual participation
in them. To those who love Him, He manifests Himself in His
sympathies, as He doth not to the world. He is their elder Brother,
to whom they look for guidance-the dear Kinsman, who redeemed
their forfeited inheritance. They do not degrade Him by such thoughts,
as doth the Socinian; for they behold Him exclusively possessing
all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. He is God-Man, and therefore is rightfully called "Wonderful." He has their heart, their
form, and their nature. He will graciously deal with them, because
He can be touched with the feeling of their infirmities. To this
great truth they cling for consolation and confidence. For them
there is a deep, hidden meaning in the declaration of the Apostle
John-" Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the
flesh is of God."
They know Jesus, because they are much with Jesus. They find
Him possessing qualities, awakening love, and enkindling affection.
He is meek and lowly, tender and compassionate, gentle and easy to
be entreated, holy, harmless, and undefiled; "yea, He is altogether
lovely." The world knew Him not. The ransomed of the Lord
esteem Him as " the chiefest among ten thousand." They count Him
to be " precious."
They know Him in His work. Through the gracious offices which
He came to fulfil, Jesus manifests Himself to His disciples as He
doth not to the world. These, His chosen ones, regard Him as their
Prophet. He is their teacher come from God. They daily sit at His
feet, and hear His Word. He reveals to them the counsels of the
Most High. He makes darkness light before them, and crooked
things straight. "Who teacheth like Him ~" He is their Priest.
They are unclean, and may not present themselves in defilement;
but Jesus hath blood of sprinkling, to purify them that come unto
God by Him. By one offering He hath perfected for ever them that
are sanctified. Possessing their nature, He enters fully into their
griefs; and, being like unto His brethren, He is always to them a
merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God. Moreover, He is their King. He occupies the highest seat in heaven; and He
has a throne in their hearts. When they drew near, He held out to
them the golden sceptre, that they might live. He is King of righteousness. Never was sovereignty so holy and so hallowing as His. The
purpose of His reign is to bring in everlasting righteousness. He is
King of Peace. He came, bringing on earth peace, good will toward
men. And He giveth peace, a peace which passeth all understanding:
not as the world giveth, gives He to His people.
It is with sanctifying influences the Redeemer thus shineth forth,
in His blessed offices and character. One of our poets inquires : " Who can place him in the sun,
Nor be like light, to look upon ~ "
The Day-spring hath visited us; and, where He shineth, the soul
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catcheth up irradiation. The Lord enlightens His people. He clears
up their evidences, making their path plain before them. He causes
them to know whom they have believed, and to be persuaded that He
is able to keep that which they have committed unto Him. He
enlivens them likewise, and draws into exercise their graces. Their
faith is increased, and becomes vital and operative. Their hope is
revived. It is an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and it
entereth into that within the veil. Their love is quickened, inasmuch
as His love is shed abroad in their hearts by the Holy Ghost, which
is given unto them. Rich are their experiences of His tenderness.
Manifold are the love-tokens that He is continually sending unto them.
How they bless Him for ordinances! As they kneel before His table,
and break the bread and drink of the cup, how unspeakable are their
sensations! The hand trembles, the lips quiver, the eyes are filled
with this thankful remembrance of His death, and of the benefits
which men receive thereby. He permits them to commune with Him
in prayer; and there are seasons in "hich they so realize His presence,
that they seem to themselves caught up to the third heaven; nor,
for a while, ca.n they tell whether they be in the body or out of the
body. He speaks to them convincingly out of His Word. In the
public assembly, God's minister labours not with them in vain. He
draws the bow at a venture, yet it sends out a shaft that passes through
the harness, and pierces even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit.
And, in their quiet chamber, they evermore behold wondrous things
out of God's law. It is their meditation all the day. Great are their
blessings in the right use of this Book. Thereout, in a wonderful
manner, the Comforter takes of Christ's, and shows it unto them.
The testimony of Jesus is, in -their experience, the spirit of prophecy;
for He is everywhere in it, and every page is perfumed by His work.
By His Word, the Saviour is ever present. He is to them a companion
in their solitude; a healer in their sickness; a consoler in their sorrow;
a counsellor in their perplexities; and He makes this volume" profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, and for instruction in
righteousness" to their souls.
Yet more, He vouchsafes unto them His own near abiding, and
thus bestows upon them the fulness of blessing. So promised He to
His disciples. "If a man love Me," saith He, " he will keep My words
and My Father will love him, and We will come unto him, and make
Our abode with him." Not an uncertain visit is here announced, nor
a temporary sojourn, but the establishment of sure dwelling and
permanent inhabitation. One's home is found, where the individual
constantly abides. Of all places it is here a man is known the best, and
is loved the most. His virtues (if he possess them) are here brought
into chiefest use. His gentleness is seen; his goodness is tasted;
his benevolence is experienced; and his watchful care is constantly
felt. And who may tell the mercies, where Jesus sojourneth? If
men commune together about Him, He will meet them still, as He
did the twain in their memorable walk to Emmaus.
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" WHY ARE WE PROTESTANTS ~-"
By THE LATE MISS EMILY S. HaLT.
THE late Miss Emily S. Halt, to whose memory all spiritually-minded
Protestants owe a lasting debt of gratitude, was the learned and laborious author of upwards of forty volumes of Reformation literature.
This treasury of thought and learning deserves to be universally known
in an age of religious superficiality such as the present, and in the hope
that the cause of God's truth will be served thereby we extract the
following pages from one of her many less known works. She says :" It is a favourite device of Papists to assert that Protestants have
a negative religion only, and are virtual infidels as concerns affirmative
doctrine; and it is another favourite device--both with Papists and
tmbelievers-to represent Evangelical Christians as making a god of
a book and idolizing the Bible; for it has passed into a proverb, and
a true one, that 'the Bible, and the Bible alone, is the religion of
Protestants.'
" That the Bible is-not contains, nor conveys, but is-the one pure,
inspired, infallible, imperial WQl'd of God, can be proved beyond the
shadow of doubt-always excepting the doubts of those who are determined not to be convinced, and on whom arguments and vouchers
are worse than wasted. I shall not insult my present readers by supposing that they need any such proof. But we will pause for a moment
to see what the Book itself says of its own claim to inspiration; namely;
what sort of inspiration it professes to have. For on this subject there
is much uncertainty abroad, and this is one of the fundamental points
of affirmative Protestant doctrine. If the foundation be unsafe, who
"ould feel satisfied to live in the house ~
" It is this imperial aspect of Scripture against "hich man rebels.
To be controlled by a book afIronts his dignity-the dignity of a
created worm, of a condemned criminal! But the Bible does not
yield. In all the world there is no book so broad and tender to the
humble, penitent sinner; there is no book so hard and narrow to the
self-righteous Pharisee. 'This Man receiveth sinners,' was the worst
condemnation the scribes could utter. But let us not forget that they
cease to be los.t sinners in coming to this Man. He who is not' called
to be a saint' has no right to assert that he has come at all.
"In the present day we hear all sorts of strange theories about
the inspiration of Scripture. Genesis, we are told, is a mere allegorya very beautiful allegory, but not for a moment to be accepted as fact.
How many of us realize that the Lord has provided a distinct denial
of this fancy in His word ~ Look at the marginal reading of Ps. cxix.
160; the marginal reading is usually the more accurate--' The beginning
of thy WO1'd is true.' Who would have dreamed of. writing that in Old
Testament days, except Him Who foresaw the time when the worLd
would deny it ~ Again, the Pentateuch, men say, is ' unhistorical ' -
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only another way of saying' untrue '-but Christ asks us, ' If ye believe
not Moses' writings, how shall ye believe My words?' 'The word
that I have spoken, the same shall judge him [that rejects Christ's
words] in the last day.' 'The words that I speak unto you, they are
spirit and they are life.' To one of His prophets the Lord says, 'I
have put My words in thy mouth;' and by His servant David, He
tells us that He has magnified ills word above all His name. To
which He, Who is Himself the Word, has added, 'The Scripture cannot
be broken'; and when the question was one of relieving His personal
suffering He conclusively asks, 'How, then, shall the Scriptures be
fulfilled?' The very attributes of God are attributed to the Bible-, the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through
faith.' St. Paul's exposition in Gal. iii. 16 falls to the ground under
any theory but that of complete inspiration. We may rest in peace
when those who find the Bible an inconvenience accuse us of idolizing it.
" 'But how then,' some one may ask, ' do you reconcile the Bible
with the conclusions of modern science?' My reply is, When modern
science has finally made up its mind what its conclusions are, it will
be quite time enough to reconcile them with the Bible. Over and
over again have we been assured that the conclusions were' last, final,
awful, and irremediable'; but the conclusions are gone into smoke
long ago, and the old Book is alive and energetic yet. Friends, do
not let us waste our energies in anxiety about the Bible. Be as anxious
as you will for the souls of the unbelievers, but the "Word of the Lord
endureth for ever. We are so much tempted to think that the little
tremulous motion of the earth which we feel, is the earthquake which
shall shatter everything. Yet the earth goes on.
" The next point of affirmative Protestantism has been called ' the
test-article of a standing or a falling Church '-the grand doctrine of
justification by faith. The Romanist will try to persuade you that it
is no older than Luther. It is as old as Augustine and St. Paul; as
old as Moses, Abraham, and Abel (Rom. iv. 3-5). The unbeliever
will tell you that it is immoral, that it leads men to live after their
own lusts, and hope for Heaven at last. Does it? This is a historical,
not a Scriptural, question. Look at the men whose belief it is, and
see if it work thus. Only, do not mistake gilt copper for gold; be
sure you have a real live Christian before you judge of Christ's doctrine
by his life.
" Closely connected with this, and indeed practically the same, is
the doctrine of propitiation, of vicarious sacrifice. Never let us lose
hold of that. If we do, we are boats without a rudder, without a
compass, without an anchor. If Christ have not died for us, we are
yet in our sins; and not only so, but we have no hope nor prospect of
getting out of them. And let us remember that Christ will not be
half a Saviour. The least sin is fatal, and we can atone for none.
, He that despised Moses' law died without mercy. . . . Of how much
sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath
trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of
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the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath
done despite unto the Spirit of grace ~ ,
"My friends, this is no light matter. So many false prophets are
gone out into the world, that we are bound to try them, whether they
be of God. There are those who would persuade us that Christ can be
offered every day upon a human altar. To them we oppose the negative
aspect of Protestantism. The Word tells us that He was offered once
for all-for all sinners, and for all time. Others tell us that Christ
has offered no sacrifice for sins, that the very idea of a bloody sacrifice
is inconsistent with their notion of a God Who is love. To these we
oppose the affirmative aspect. It is perfectly consistent with God's
revelation of Himself. 'Thus saith the Lord' silences all arguments
for us, lays all doubts, answers all questions. And when the Lord shall
come to judge the earth, to right all human wrongs, for ever, to give
the crown to them that love His appearing, and to take vengeance
on His enemies, there is one thing for which I think He will not blame
His servants, and that is that they have rated His words too high, that
they have been too anxious to promote His honour, that they have
sacrificed too much of their own ease and reputation for Him.
" And when they are presented faultless before the presence of His
glory, will they think that they lost 3mything, though they come in
torn by the thorns,and with feet bleeding from the slia,rp stones of
the weary road, to receive the white robe, and the palm of victory,
and the garland of immortality ~ 'Verily I say unto you, that He
shall gird Himself, and make them to sit down to meat, and shall come
forth and serve them.' "

(!tu tt££1pUntr£ure.
THE GOSPEL BOOK ID ION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of (,he GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR SIR,-I have just received the following letter from a Soldiers'
Honle, which shows the pressing need for Gospel literature amongst
our soldiers. "Thank you very much indeed for your kind gift of
books and magazines for our work here, which are most acceptable.
We had only this week been wishing for more books. The soldiers
have often a good deal of time on their hands and there is a constant
demand for books, and we are truly glad to have good literature to,
put in their hands. Thanking you very much for your kind interest."
I am hoping shortly to again send a good supply to the soldiers in
India and the Mediterranean stations, and any gifts of helpful books
will be warmly welcomed by us. Once more I would entreat the prayers,
and kind help of our friends in Christ.
6, Stirling Road, Bath Road,
Yours sincerely,
Bristol, April, 1911.
R. E. BRIPER.

318

The Gospel Magazine

A MONTHLY RECORD.
Two Royal Proclamations have been issued-the first appointing
Thursday, June 22nd (the Coronation Day), as a Bank and Public
Holiday throughout the United Kingdom, and Friday, June 23rd, a
Bank Holiday in the County of London. The other Proclamation
fixes December 1.2th for an Imperial Durbar at Delhi.
" The KING has decided that the Archbishop of Canterbury shall, in
accordance with continuous precedent from early times, crown the
Queen as well as the King.. Practically the only exception to this was
:at the Coronation of King Edward VII., when Queen Alexandra was
crowned by the Archbishop of York. By his Majesty's command, the
;sermon at the approaching Coronation will be preached by the Archbishop of York."
In a leading article on the Tercentenary of the Authorized Version
·of 1611, one of the daily papers on Saturday, March 25th, said: "Tomorrow will be celebrated the third centenary of an event which may
be said to have profoundly affected the development and culture of all
English-speaking races. The publication in 1611 of the Authorized
Version of the Holy Scriptures gave us a book which has done more to
influence the thoughts and actions of myriads than the writings of any
author read by Englishmen, or thol,le who speak their tongue, since our
remote aneestors learnt the alphabet. It may be that the Bible, in
these days of secular education, is now studied less assiduously. But
it may be said with confidence that the day is still far distant when the
Old and New Testaments, as rendered into matchless English by translators appointed by James 1., will fall-all revisers, past and future
notWithstanding-from the position they have held for three centuries.
Up to the present the Authorized Version has unquestionably retained
its prestige not only as the accepted rendering of the Divine Word, but
as a masterpiece of literature of which the nation may be justly proud.
The sacred character of this Book of books "rill be more fitly expounded
to-morrow from every pulpit in the kingdom; but it is here permissible
to dwell on the literary excellence to which we owe, besides the glorious
neritage left by Shakespeare and Milton, the rights of possession in a
:volume, of surpassing merit. Regarded merely as a volume, our English
Bible defies competition with the noblest works of antiquity; with
Homer's Iliad, with Plato, with Virgil or Dante, with Mahomet's Koran,
with what is extant of the doctrines of Confucius and Buddha, with
·the written word of any man of genius who has had a message to deliver
to mankind since the art of writing was discovered."
In connection with the Tercentenary of the Authorized Version a
large and influential deputation from all the Protestant Churches, the
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Universities, the British Colonies,· and various learned bodies, was
received by the King at Buckingham Palace on Tuesday, March 21st.
The following address was presented to His Majesty, together with
a beautifully bound copy of the Bible: "May it please Your Majesty,On the occasion of the Tercentenary of the issue of the ' Authorized
Version' gf the English Bible we, who believe the Bible to be 'the
most valuable thing that this world affords,' desire to unite with Your
Majesty in thanksgiving to Almighty God for the inestimable blessings
bestowed upon the English-speaking people by its translation into our
mother-tongue and its influence in the mOJ1.lding of our national life.
These blessings are enjoyed not only in these Islands and Your Majesty's
Dominions across the Seas, but also in the United States of America and
wherever the English language prevails. In acknowledgment of our
indebtedness, we pay a grateful tribute to the memory of those who
laboured and suffered-some of them laying down their lives-to secure
for their fellow-countrymen not only a Version of the Holy Scriptures
which they could understand, but also liberty to read it in their own
homes. With this work the Throne of our country has been happily
linked. We rem,ember with special thankfulness that it was Your
Majesty's illustrious ancestor, King James 1., who appointed companies of scholars to revise the English Bible in the light of the best
Hebrew and Greek Texts available in their days, and after a careful
comparison of earlier Versions in English and in other tongues. Though
the lapse of time and progress of scholarship have recently led to a
further revision, the place which the translation of 1611 has won for
itself in the affections of the people during the last three hundred years
is attested by its title' Authorized.' While no external warrant can
be found for this title, there is abundant justification in the inherent
merits of faithfulness and stv-Ie which mark this Version, and in its
general and reverent acceptance through many generations. The
growth and strength of the Empire owe much to the English Bible. It
has sweetened home life; it has set a standard of pure speech; it has
permeated literature and art; it has helped to remove social wrongs
and to ameliorate conditions of labour; it has modified the laws of the
realm and shaped the national character, and it has fostered international l,lomity and goodwill among men. Above all, the English
Version of the Bible has made accessible to us the revelation of God our
Father in His Son Jesus Christ our Lord. We feel that the indebtedness of the British people to this B~'ok is so great that the Tercentenary
of the Version, which has been treasured through three centuries,
should be observed as a national thanksgiving, especially as it happily
coincides with the year of Your Majesty's Coronation. We praise God,
not only for the benefits of the Bible to past generations, but also
because its truths, as long as they are made the standard of life, will
preserve the glory of oUI' Empire through generations to come.
" We pray that from these same Holy Scriptures Your Majesty may
derive comfort and counsel in the perplexing problems that devolve
upon one placed in the providence of God in So exalted a position. We
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pray also that Your Majesty's subjects may continue to read this Book
until its spirit and teaching are vitalized in personal character and in
domestic relationship, and so enter into every sphere of corporate life
-business and professional, social and political, national and imperiaL"
" GOD SAVE THE KING!"
The Archbishop of Canterbury having presented the above Address,
the King said in reply: "It has given me sincere pleasure to receive this
deputation and to learn that it represents the joint celebration by the
English-speaking peoples of the issue in 1611 of that world-famous
translation of the Bible into our tongue which has ever since been known
as the Authorized Version. The happily-chosen words of the address
which your Grace has read bring home to us all the profound importance
of that event. The labours of the translators and of my ancestor King
James the First, who directed and watched over their undertaking,
deserve to be held in lasting honour. This glorious and memorable
achievement, coming like a broad light in darkness, gave freely to the
whole English-speaking people the right and the power to search for
themselves for the truths and consolations of our faith; and during
three hundred years the multiplying millions of the English-speaking
races, spreading ever more widely over the surface of the globe, have
turned in their need to the grand simplicity of the Authorized Version,
and have drawn upon its inexhaustible springs of wisdom, courage,
and joy. It is my confident hope, confirmed by the widespread interest
your movement has aroused, that my subjects may never cease to
cherish their noble inheritance in the English Bible, which, in a secular
aspect, is the first of national treasures, and is, as you truly say, in its
spiritual significance, ' the most valuable thing that this world affords.' "
The Rev. Thomas Dickinson, Rector of St. Clement's, Higher Openshaw, Manchester, and a regular reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, commenced the thirty-fourth year of his ministry at St. Clement's, on
Sunday, April 2nd. Referring to this event in a recent letter, he says:
"What a privilege! And also, what a responsibility! 'Who is
sufficient for these things?' 'Our sufficiency is of God.' Let us then
try to keep near the Fountain-head, the Well-spring. Vlhat a Surety
we have! What a Saviour! His grace is sufficient for us."

WONDERFUL HISTORY OF JAMES BARRY. A CORDIAL FOR A SINDESPAIRING SOUL. Republished by A. :M. MACKAY, 85, High
Street, Dingwall, Rosshire, 1911. Price 3d. (post free).
A choice morsel of sound Divinity of the old date, full of tried
experience, and rich in spiritual counsel. We strongly recommend it.

