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" Who comforletb UR in all our tribulation, that we may be a.ble to comfort them which a.re in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselve8 are comforted of 000."-2 CoR. i. 4.

A GRACIOUS RAIN.

"ThCtU, 0 God, didst send a p1emilul rain, whereby Thetu didst
confirm Thine inheritance, when it was ~veary."-Ps. lxviii. 9.
WHEN the much-afHicted JOB was in the deep waters of tribulation,
JEHOVAH put to him the searching enquiry, "Hath the rain a
father 1" (Job xxxviii. 28). That profound question proceeded
from the Divine lips, we are told, when" the LORD answered JOB
out of the whirlwind" (chap. xxxviii. 1). It was indeed a penetrating and truly humbling ordeal for the poor saint of GOD to
make reply, but grace enabled him to answer, "Behold, I am vile :
what shall I answer Thee 1 I will lay mine hand upon my mouth.
Once have I spoken; but I will not answer: yea, 'twice; but I
will proceed no further" (chap. xl. 4, 5). Not only has the rain
"a father," but each several drop falls immediately from GOD'S
almighty, bountiful, and unerring hand, and descends to the
particular spot He ordains; perhaps some dry and thirsty corner of
•
the desert which has never been trodden by the foot of man! His
holy eye minutely observes the parched places 6f the vast universe,
and graciously visits them in due season with showers of blessing.
" In His hand are the deep places of the earth; . the strength of the
hills is His also" (Ps. xcv. 4). So likewise His FATHERLY eye is,
by day and by night, upon the neediest of His children, and His
bountiful hand Will provide them with all things that He deems to
17
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be best, and most kind, and reasonable. " When He uttereth His
voice, there is a multitude of waters in the heavens, and He causeth
the vapours to ascend from the ends of the earth; He maketh lightnings with rain, and bringeth forth the wind out of His treasures"
(Jer. x. 13). Thus JOB speaks to like effect, "When He made a
decree for the rain, and a way for the lightning of the thunder; then
did He see it, and declare it; He prepared it, yea, and searched it
out" (Job xxviii. 26, 27). The storm-cloud is the willing servant
of its sovereign MAKER, and promptly speeds to do His secret
commandment in the remotest corner of the earth. This the
weeping Prophet 'urges with much effect at the throne of grace in
the day of Israel's national distress: "Do not abhor us, for Thy
name's sake.; do not disgrace the throne of Thy glory; remember,
break not Thy covenant with us. Are there any among the vanities
[idols] of the Gentiles that can cause rain ~ or can the heavens
give showe:rs ~ Art not Thou He, 0 LORD our GoD ~ therefore we
will wait upon Thee; for Thou hast made all these things" (Jer.
xiv. 21, 22). His works all glorify His great Name, and His saints
delightedly meditate upon their obedience to His merciful and wise
will. "Thou visitest the earth, and waterest it: Thou greatly
enrichest it with the river of GOD, which is full of water: Thou
preparest them corn, when Thou hast so provided for it. Thou
waterest the ridges thereof abundantly; Thou settlest the furrGws
thereof: Thou makest it soft with showers: Thou blessest the
springing thereof" (Ps. lxv. 9, 10). The beneficial effects of the
rain which GOD pours out, fertilizing the earth and making the
soil soft and duly prepared to receive the scattered seed, are" parts
of His ways," and all the glory and praise are properly His own.
" For He saith to the snow, Be thou on the earth; likewise to the
small rain, and to the great rain of His strength. He sealeth up the
hand of every man, that all men may know His work" (Job xxxvii.
6, 7). As the devout PSALMIST observes, "That they may know
that this is Thy hand; that Thou, LORD, hast done it " (Ps. cix. 27).
We see by these, His sovereign acts, in the open fields of that
which we call "nature" a figure of His infinitely more profound
and inscrutable procedure in the secret fields of His people's
prepared hearts! The small rain and the great rain of His strength
are alike at His sovereign behest. The inspired language in which
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the Old Testament was written is remarkably expressive of the many
kinds of rain which the beneficent CREATOR vouchsafes to the thirsting earth, as, along with others, "plentiful" (Ps.lxix. 9); "abundant"
(1 Kings xviii. 41); "sweeping" (Prov. xxviii. 3); "overflowing"
(Ezek. xxxviii. 22); "the former and the latter rain in his season"
(Jer. v. 24). The same rain may fall on the land which bears useful
herbs, and on that which produces thorns and briars; but to the
one it is a "blessing," while to the other it is "nigh unto cursing."
The fruitfulness of the seed sown depends on the will of the LORD
Himself. PAUL may plant, and ApoLLos may water, but it is
" GOD that giveth the increase." It was one of the pecnliar promises
which JEHOVAH gave to His ancient people-" He shall open unto
thee His good treasure, the heaven to give the rain unto thy Land
in his season, and to bless all the work of thine hand" (Deut.
xxviii. 12). These material promises were figurative of the far
higher and more spiritual benedictions which He covenanted
to bestow upon the people of His choice, for His great Name's sake;
" My doctrine shall drop as the rain, My speech shall distil as the
dew, as the small rain upon the tender herb, and as the showers
upon the grass; because I ~vill publish the name of the LORD;
ascribe ye greatness unto our GOD" (Deut. xx.xii. 2, 3). Along the
eventful ages since the day when Moses penned the record of His
Divine promise, the faithfulness of GOD kept pace with His gracious
Word, revealing to His servants the deep thought of His heart and
the sovereign purposes of His counsel. "Surely, the LORD GOD
\viil do nothing, but he revealeth His secret unto His servants the
prophets" (Amos iii. 7). The confirmation of His people in the
truth, and their Divinely enabled reliance on His Providential
direction, effectually secure the privileged lot of the rightcoustheir present and future prosperity: "Say ye to the righteous,
that it shall be well with him" (Isa. iii. 10). Under cover of that
most sure pledge, GOD has placed His dear believing ones, and they
have no need to be fearful and apprehensive. The strength of
Divine truth is the measure of Zion's security, and cannot miscarry,
or be miscarried. The unfailing efficacy of a heavenly promise is
stronger than all that Satan, or sin, or the world can present in
opposition to it. The inerrance and stability of every word that
comes from the lips of Him in Whom we, through grac6, trust and
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hope-even at our worst times-makes our lot, fellow-oeliever
absolutely sure and irreversible. The peace and restfulness of
spirit which the finished Redemption-work of the LORD JESUS
effects within the child of GOD indeed "passes all understanding."
" My GOD, I have found the thrice blessed ground,
Where life, and where joy, and true comfort abound,
'Tis found in the blood of Him Who once stood
My Refuge and Safety, my Surety with GOD.
He bore on the tree the sentence for me,
And now both the Surety and sinner are free ! "
The witness of the HOLY ONE, borne to the faith of GOD'S elect,
that CHRIST both died and rose again for His chosen people, is fixed
and cannot be altered-no, not for evermore! We rest here, and
are satisfied! This rest is our abiding-place, not for a season only,
but for all time and for all eternity too! The precious lines,
written by the sainted TOPLADY, in 1771, sweetly express the
believer's humble and assured hope, through grace Divine :" A debtor to mercy alone,
Of Covenant mercy I sing;
Nor fear, with Thy righteousness on,
My person and offering to bring:
The terrors of law, and of God,
With me can have nothing to do:
My Saviour's obedience and blood
Hide all my transgressions from view.
The work which His goodness began,
The arm of His strength will complete ;
His promise is Yea and Amen,
And never was forfeited yet:
Things future nor things that are now,
Not all things below nor above,
Can make Him His purpose forego,
Or sever my soul from His love.
My name from the palms of His hands
Eternity will not erase;
Impressed on His heart it remains
. In marks of indelible grace:
Yes, I to the end shall endure,
As sure as the earnest is given;
More happy, but not more secure,
The glorified spirits in heaven!

Cliftrm, Bri8tol.

TIrE EDITOR.
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THE DOCTRINE OF SIN.
" All have sinned."-RoM. iii. 23.
ONE' of the greatest needs of the times is a true sense 'of sin. Men
everywhere need to be humbled before God with a realization of
their guilt and unworthiness. The lofty looks of man need to be
brought low, and the Lord alone to be exalted. Lawlessness
and rebellion abound, and the need of teaching that may be the
means of humbling men to the dust before God is of paramount
importance. True, it is the office of the Holy Ghost to convict
men of sin, but He uses the teaching of the Word which He has
Himself inspired to bring about that desirable end. Let us then
consider the teaching of the infallible Word on the nature, the
extent, the consequences, and the only true remedy for sin.
First, let us think of the nature of sin.
What is sin? "Sin is the transgression of the law," or as the
Revised Version translates the passage, "Sin is lawlessness" (1 John
iii. 4). Sin is contempt and violation of law. It is contempt and
violation of the law of God. It is therefore rebellion against God.
It is want of conformity in thought, word, and deed to the holy
mind and will of God. It not only consists in doing what we ought
not to do, but in leaving undone what we ought to do. Our Lord
will say to the wicked, "I was an hungered, and ye gave Me no meat:
I was thirsty, and ye gave Me no drink: I was a stranger, and ye
took Me not in : naked, and ye clothed Me not: sick and in prison,
and ye visited Me not." They had not only been guilty of sins of
commission, but of sins of omission. They had omitted to
mauifest love to Christ's redeemed people. Our Lord foretold that,
" Because iuiquity [literally, lawlessness] shall abound, the love of
.many shall wax cold." How ·true His words are seen to be in the
times in which we live. Lawlessness abounds. Divine law and
human law are alike held in contempt. Even women vie with men
in setting all law at defiance, and thus the truth of God's Word is
strikingly illustrated: "The heart is deceitful above all things,
and desperately wicked: who' can know it ?" The law of God
says, " Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all. thy heart, and
with all, thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with 'all thy strength;
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this is the first commandment. And the second is like, namely this,
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself" (Mark xii. 30, 31). But
it is becoming increasingly evident that disregard for both the
tables of the moral law is a mark of the times. An utterly reckless
disregard of their neighbour's welfare seems to characterize a large
number. Lawlessness marks the professing Church as well as the
world which makes no profession. Authority, human and Divine,
is largely rejected. It is clear that" sin is lawlessness," and that
lawlessness abounds.
Secondly, the Bible teaches the extent of sin. Sin is not the
characteristic of some only, but of all. "All have sinned and come
short of the glory of God." High and low, rich and poor, all sorts
and conditions of men are alike sinful before God. Both Jews and
Gentiles" are all under sin." "There is none righteous, no, not one."
"What things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under
the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may
become guilty before God." Where is boasting then? It is excluded.
If only this truth were realized, through the convicting power of
the Holy Ghost, men would say with Abraham, "I am but dust
and ashes;" they would say with Job, "I abhor myself and repent
in dust and ashes;" they would say with Isaiah, "We are all as
an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags."
All men are sinners by imputation. When Adam, the representa·
tive head of the whole human race, sinned, all his posterity sinned
in him. "By one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin ;
and so death passed upon all men, for that all have simied " (in
Adam). All men are sinners by nature. "Behold, (says David)
I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me."
Hence the sinful beget the sinful, and " That which is born of the
flesh is flesh." All men are sinners by practice. The evil nature
within does not lie dormant, but manifests its character by countless
thoughts, words a.nd deeds of sin. Hence of man it is written that,
"Every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil
continually." Our Lord, Who knew what was in man, says,
"From within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts,
adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness,
deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness:
all these come from within, and defile the man" (Mark vii. 21-23).
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What black hearts we have by nature! How the Lord's regenerated
people should humble themselves when they know that in them,
that is, in their flesh, dwelleth no good thing. Thank God, however,
that the believer can not only say" I am black," but he can also
say" I am comely." Though he must acknowledge that his own
I1ghteousnesses are as filthy rags, yet he can say, " He hath covered
me with the robe of righteousness."
But what does the Bible say about the consequences of sin? It
says, "The wages of sin is death." Through sin men are born
" dead in trespasses and sins." Spiritual death marks every child
of Adam, and hence he is neither disposed nor able to return to God,
and to do those things that are pleasing in His sight. "The carnal
mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God,
neither indeed can be. So then they that are in the flesh cannot
please God" (Rom. viii. 7, 8). Do these lines catch the eye of an
unconverted reader? Behold, dear friend, here a photograph of
yourself. Your mind is " enmity against God" Who made you, and
to Whom you owe all your temporal blessings. You are not subject
to His law, and while you are in your present state you" cannot
please G.)d." Only God Himself can save you. Only the sovereign
grace of God can make you a new creature in Christ Jesus. The
doctrine of human inability al1ses from man's spiritual deadness.
Hence our Lord says, "No man can come to Me, except the. Father
Which hath sent Me draw him" (John vi. 44). Oh, then, if many
who read these lines have come to the Lord Jesus Christ, and have
tasted that the Lord is gracious, let them magnify the grace, the
distinguishing grace of God. Let them say, " Unto Him that loved
us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood, . . . to Him
be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen."
But bodily or temporal death is also a solemn consequence of
sin. Moreover, unless grace saves, eternal death, eternal separation
from God, and therefore "eternal punishment" is the wages of
sin. In all tenderness of heart we refer to this solelnn subject, but
though we write with tenderness, we write also with deep and
unshaken conviction that the teaching of Scripture is that the
penalty which awaits the unforgiven sinner is eternal in duration.
The late Bishop Ryle says, "Six thousand yeal"l ago, sin entered
into the world by the devil's daring falsehood,-' Ye shall not surely
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die.' At the.end of six thousand years, the great enemy of mankind
is still using his old weapon,. and trying to persuade men that they
may live and· die in sin, and yet at some distant period may be
finally saved. Let us not be ignorant of his devices. Let us walk
steadily in the old paths. Let us hold fast the old truth, and
believe that as the happiness of the saved is eternal, so also is the
misery of the lost."-(" Hold Fast," p. 51).
Finally, notice that the Bible teaches us the only true remedy for
sin. The guilty sinner is helpless to save himself, but "Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinners." When the Son of God
became. incarnate, He was called Jesus, because it was His purpose
to "save His people from their sins." Accordingly, He died for
their sins according to the Scriptures. " He was wounded for their
transgressions." His blood wa~ "shed for many for the remission
of sins.". He" suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that He
might bring us to God." "Who His own self bare our sins in His
own body on the tree, that we, l:!eing dead to sins, should live
unto righteousness: by Whose stripes ye [His people] were healed."
"Now once in the end of the world hath He appeared to put away
sin by the sacrifice of Himself." Thus the Lord Jesus Christ is the
Divinely-provided and Divinely-revealed remedy for sin. Thus, in
accordance with the eternal Covenant of grace, the Father sent His
Son to save sinners. The Son secured their salvation by His
precious blood, and He bestows it through the regenerating and
sanctifying. operations of the Spirit. "To Him give all the
prophets witness, that through His Name whosoever believeth in
.
Him'shall receive remission of sins."
This Bible doctrine concerning sin was the doctrine taught by
our Reformers in the sixteenth century. The martyred Bishop
Hooper of Glou~ester wrote: "I believe, that the disorder and
corruption of nature was not only in Adam, because of his sin, but
is also in all men generally, which come of him, Jesus Christ only
excepted: and that in such sort, tl).at all men l!!fter their own nature
are' corrupt, unjust, liars, ignorant, unkind, and imperfect in all
things, and have no p3wer of their oWl). nature to do, think, speak,
or will anything that may please God; until they are regenerated
and renewed by the Spirit of the Lord.
'I I believe that this corruption of nature, otherwise called
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original sin, is the fountain and root of all other sins-for which all
the miseries and adversities that we endure in this present life,
as well in body as soul, do come unto us; yea, and in the end
double death, that is to say, both of body and soul. These are the
fruits and rewards of sin. But although the same are due and
, common to all men generally, nevertheless, the Lord through His
mercy hath reserved to Himself a certain number (which are only
known to Himself), which He hath drawn from this corrupt heap,
and hath sanctified and cleansed the same in the blood of His
Son Jesus Christ, and by means thereof hath made them vessels
of election and honour, apt unto all good works."
Bishop Jewel wrote: "We say also, that every person is horn
in sin, and leadeth his life in sin: that nobody is able truly to say,
hio heart is clean: that the most righteous person is but an
unprofitable servant: . . . that there is no one mortal creature
which can be justified by his own deserts in God's sight: and
therefore that our only succour and refuge is to fly to the mercy of
our Father by Jesus Christ, and assuredly to persuade our minds,
that He is the obtainer of forgiveness for our sins; and that by His
blood all our spots of sin be washed clean."-(" Apology," p. 39).
Articles IX. and X. of the Church of England, the Homily "Of
the Misery of All Mankind," and other Reformation documents and
writings could all be quoted to show that the Evangelical doctrine
of sin, as set forth in the Bible, was taught by the Reformers.
This same doct,rine was prominent in the teaching of such men
as Whitefield! Romaine, Toplady and Berridge. They taught
constantly the total corruption of human nature. They knew
nothing of the modern notion that Christ is in every man, and that
all possess something good within, which they have only to stir
up ,and use in order to be saved. They never flattered mcn and
women in this fashion. They told them plainly that they were
dead, and must be made alive again; that they were guilty, lost,
helpless, and hopeless, and in imminent danger of eternal ruin.
What need there is for a return to 'the old doctrine concerning
sin, the doctrine taught in the Bible and taught by our Reformers
and by our Evangelical fathers! A deeper sense of sin is one of
the needs of the hour.
THOMAS HOUGHTON.
Bath.
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Jitgrim llapnf;l.
WELLSPRINGS.
.. He poureth contempt upon princes, and causeth them to wander in the
wilderness, where there is no way. Yet setteth He the poor on hUjh
Irom alflWtion, and rrw.keth him lamilies like a flock. The nghteous
shall see it, and reioice: and all iniquity shall stop her mouth.
Whoso is wise, and will observe these things, even they shall understand
the lovingkindness 01 the Lord."-Psalm cvii. 40-43.
A LOVELY and quieting word this, beloved reader, amid the unrest and
strife of the day, when the very heart of our once favoured land has
been torn by a prolonged strike and paralysis of trade. It is surely the
day of trouble, and the righteous rejoice alone in the name of their
Lord, and run into their Strong Tower, and are safe. Safe and at rest
only there! And only thence can they look on unmoved by the storm
around them; and only in His fear find their "strong confidence."
But whilst unhappy strife is undermining the peace and prosperity
of our land, and dividing party against party, and man against his
fellow, and destroying goodwill, there is after all One upon the
throne Who is disposing of all things. "The Lord sitteth a King
for ever." He is "above the water floods," rides on in unhmried
majesty, and by .. His right hand bringeth mighty things to pass."
He doeth all things in heaven and in earth, and men shall find sooner or
later, to their satisfaction or condemnation, that" none can stay His
hand, nor say unto Him, What doest Thou 1" So that behind this
dark background, beloved, little faith sees her God and traces His
hand and purpose in afflicting His people. whet.her collectively or
individually. All through the ages it has been His purpose to teaeh
them by afflictive dispensation what they were and what He is. He
chastens for sin, but presently shows them how His love is " behind a
frowning Providence." It is thus He works, and declares, " I wrought
for My name's sake." This expression occurs no fewer than four times
in the twentieth chapter of Ezekiel, verses 9, 14, 22, and 44, to His
own glory.
It has been so throughout all generations. Look at the catena
of Israel's aggravated sins-rebellions, murmurings, wanderings,
and forgetful and unthankful behaviour! What great provOcations they wrought! What marvellous mercy and forbearance they
l'Cceived from their God! Read side by side the hundred and fifth and
the hundred and sixth Psalms, and see Israel's doings and their God's
deliverances! How often in their history had Moses to plead for them,
and plead the honour of God's great name! And Jehovah declares,
.. I wrought for My name's sake." There had always been in the Divine
purpose of our God a representative, so to speak, for His people
Israel. How one loves to read of that dear meek man Moses! No
wonder .. M0Be8' hands were heavy"! What grief, what sorrow,
what righteous indignation were in the heart of this dear servant
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and prophet of the Lord, that he should, when he had but just ended
the forty days' communion on the mount with his God, have to return
to his people casting the tables out of his hands, and exclaiming,
"Oh, this people have sinned a great sin." It speaks of the holy
familiarity there was between Jehovah and Moses-with whom the
Lord spake face to face-that he waits not for a prefix wherewith to
address the Holy One! He is scarce out of His presence, wben he has
to return with that groaning heart's exclamation at finding a revolting
idolatrous people at the foot of the mount, "Oh, this people have
sinned a great sin, and have made them gods of gold. Yet now, if
Thou wilt forgive their sin--." And then he pleads the Lord's
great name and honour, that He will not cast away His people whom
He had chosen. He applies his heart to the Covenant, and has power
to prevail with his God!
Look, too, at Caleb, who with Joshua was sent to spy out the
land and bring back a report. "Let us go up and possess it," he
said, "for we are well able." "But the men that went up with
him said" We be not able to go up against the people; for they
are stronger than we." Unbelief saw the giants of the land;
faith the God Who subdues them. Unbelief saw the mountains of
difficulty; faith looked on Him Who makes all His mOlmtains a way,
and th~ rough places plain. The Lord afterwards tells of His servant
Caleb approvingly, that" he had another spirit, and that he wholly
followed the Lord," and that he should enter the good land of pro.mise.
Look at the pleadings of Ezra, Nehemiah, Jeremiah, and Daniel,
amongst others. How marvellously suited have they been of late to
our perplexed and troubled minds! The nation's sanctuary has ever
been the Lord's faithful few who "cry day and night unto Him,"
who sigh and groan for the abominations done in their land, and who
say with Jeremiah, "Oh that my head were waters, and mine eyes
a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and uight for the slain of
the daughter of my people." The posture of God's dear" hidden ones"
-His few remembrancers, His witnesses whom He leaves as " the salt
of the earth "-is " praying alway with all prayer and supplication,"
" continuing instant in prayer," watching and praying, praying and
watching! This is the attitude of those who have on "the whole
armour of God." Little does the world around know what it owes to
the presence of the saints of God in their midst! But these are they
who " observe these things," and who wait constantly and only upon
their God, that He may turn again and have mercy, and disappoint
" the devices of the crafty, so that their hands cannot perform their
enterprise."
It is His honour for which His people are jealous. It is the pollution
of His great name and glory which makes them sorrow. How they
mourn a sinful, careless nation! a desecrated Sabbath! a closed Bible!
a people loving ease and pleasure, and forgetting the God Who made
them; Reason and Science lifting up their proud voices of boasted
learning! The. little company of the righteous are made wise in
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heavenly wisdom, and are taught to watch the way; and they shall
presently see. contempt poured upon the great ones of the earth.
But they themselves are led forth by the right royal road to the kingdom,
and are made families like a flock, safely led and folded by their
Shepherd King. They are enjoined to observe these things day and
night, in that separate path, walking not in the counsel of the ungodly,
but meditating in the law of their God. What a stillness, a quieting,
a confidence come ove~ their souls! They lie down upon the supreme
will of their unerring God!
" Thou sweet beloved Will of God,
Jlfy anchor-ground, my fortress-hill;
The Spirit's silent fair abode,
In Thee, I hide me, and am stilL
" 0 Will, that willest good alone,
Lead Thou the way, Thou guidest best;
A silent child, I follow on,
And trusting, lean upon Thy breast.
" God's Will doth make the bitter sweet,
And all is well when it is done;
Unless His Will doth hallow it,
The glory of all joy is gone!
" Self, sense, and reason, they may scorn
That hidden way that leads on high;
Still be my deepest will uptorn,
And so the power of nature die_
" 0 Will in me, Thy work be done,
For time and for eternity;
Give joy or sorrow, all are one.
To that blest soul that loveth Thee."
Ambrose Serle, in his precious and weighty Harw Soliu.,·iw, writes ;Do we not frequently see artificers performing things in their business
which we cannot account 'for; and do we dispute their conduct because
of our own ignorance '? They cut down; hew, throw about, mingle,
and perplex the various parts of a frame or machine, as it seems to
our apprehension; but yet all goes on with a design in their minds
which we are not masters of. At length, when they have put the
several particulars into their appointed places, and combined all the
parts into a complete whole, we see order, beauty, and use arise' out of
a very complicated (to our view), a very confused scene_ We could
not investigate the artifice, but we Can perceive the end. In like manner,
comparing small things with great, God deals with the individuals
among His people, and with His temple, the Church in generaL He
permits the world (as it appe'ars) to fall into a multitude of cross
purposes, strange circumstances and perplexing events, by which His
people and Church, together with the world, are disordered and affected.
H
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Private affairs and public concerns may seem confused beyop.d the
skill or power of men to unravel or explain them. But when ihe
believer shaH reach his Home, and much more when the end of aH
things shaH appear, God's design in aH wiH break forth illustrious and
create astonishment, admiration, and praise at His complications of
wisdom and grace, through beholding worlds. Learn, then, believer, .
to consider His arrangement of providence and mercy in this view;
and then nothing in the short scene of things below will trouble
thee much or long. Leave God's secrets to Himself, and say with
good Salvian, 'I do not understand them. I dare not investigate
them; I even tremble to attempt it.' The day will soon appear;
and then the shadows of the night shaH flee away, while the objects of
truth and glory shall arise to view, without number or end."
So may you and I, dear reader, pray much for the grace of observation.
May we be numbered among the wise in God's eyes. Poor indeed,
and despised, it may be, by earth's great ones, but rejoicing that we
are counted worthy, "in the merits of His dear Son," "to suffer shame
for His name's sake." The Church of Christ is declared by her heavenly
Bridegroom to have" dove'.s eyes"; that is, she is quick of perception,
watchful against encroachments of the enemy and slothfulness of soul.
Let us seek the grace of watchfulness, of spiritual observation. You
remember it is said of the favoured few on the Mount of Transfiguration,
"When they were awake they saw His glory." You remember what
happened to Christian in the arbour; and consequently how unfit he
was to meet and combat the disturbing report of Timorous and Mistrust, who feared to go on, seeing the lions in the path. And poor
Christian, who felt for his roll, found it not! He had dropped it in
the arbour of sleep and ease, and had to retrace his steps with sorrow
of heart.
You remember the words, too, of the suffering Saviour: "What,
could ye not watch with Me one hour 1 Watch and pray that ye enter
not into temptation." Is it not a privilege to be caHed to watch 1
May we have a living actuating desire to abide in Him and watch His
performing hand; to stand upon our watch-tower and "hear what
God the Lord shaH say unto His people," to observe these things,
to "hear the rod, and Who hath appointed it." For the voice in the
rod is as Calamy (1682) writes: "What must we do that we may
understand the voice of the Rod 1 You must know that the Rod of
God ordinarily speaks three languages: it is sent for correction for
sin, for the trial and exercise of grace, and for instruction in holiness.
Sometimes, indeed, it is sent only for trial and instruction, and not at
all for sin. Upon this account Job was affiicted, and the blind man
(John ix. 3). But for the most part it hath a three-fold voice (Lam.
iii. 39; Isa. xlii. 24; Luke i. 20; 1 Cor. xi. 30)."
Dear friends, you and I get our understa.nding in the sanctuary,
and not till then, nor elsewhere. Things that are too high and too hard
for us otherwise are made plain and are understood there. Our
wisdom and our comfort is therefore to run into" the name of the Lord,"
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our "Strong Tower," and wait till these calamities be overpast.
There we shall see" the end of the Lord," and that is better with us
than our beginnings. God has His own way of bringing good out of
evil; of turning the curse into a blessing; of showing the world how
" ye thought evil against me, but God meant it unto good." He has His
" latter ends" of blessing, and they are" twice as much." The future
language of waiting hearts, confident by faith in a performing God is,
" SurElly there is no enchantment against J acob, neither is there any
divination against Israel: according to this time it shall be said of
J acob and of Israel, What hath God wrought! "
Thus trials do their destined work, whether in the nation, in the
Church, or in the individual. Let us ask much for this grace of giving
ourselves wholly to meditate upon God's Word and to watch the way
and the performing hand of Israel's Covenant-keeping God, Who daily
proves how" He led them forth by the right way, that they might go
to a city of habitation."
" Who is wise, and he shall understand these things 1 prudent, and
he shall know them 1 for the ways of the Lord are right, and the just
shall walk in them: but the transgressors shall fall therein" (Hos. xiv.
9). "They looked unto Him, and were lightened: and their faces
were not ashamed" (Ps. xxxiv. 5). "What shall one then answer the
messengers of the nation 1 That the Lord hath founded Zion, and the
poor of His people shall trust in it" (Isa. xiv. 32).
R.
DEATH OF THE REV. D. A. DOUDNEY, M.A.
WE deeply grieve to record the death of the Rev. David Alfred
Doudney, M.A., Rector of Hatford, which took place at Oxford, after
only twelve days' illness, on March 31st. A contemporary says:
"The Rev. D. A. Doudney was the eldest son of the late Dr. Doudney, of
Bristol, whose championship of Protestant principles and Evangelistic
work have made his name still a household word in the West of England.
Mr. Doudney took his degree at Trinity College, Dublin, in 1861, and
went as Curate to Stanwix, Carlisle, where he was also afternoon
lecturer at St. Cuthhert's, Rural Dean and Chaplain to the Bishop of
Carlisle. In 1863 he became Vicar of St. J ames's, Carlisle, where the
church, vicarage, and school, built during his tenure through his
efforts, still remain as a memorial to his seventeen years of work."
In 1880 he accepted the living of Ore, Hastings, and in 1897 he moved
to Hatford Rectory, near Faringdon, where he laboured till his death.
" Throughout his whole ministry his preachiug has made him known
beyond the limits of his own parish, and many are the testimonies
which have been received from all parts of England of the help which
his sermons have given." We hope to deal with the home call of
our dear brother next month
THERE is not a trouble a Christian has, but if he live by faith in it,
it will turn to a blessing.-Romaine.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE LATE REV. W. WOODWARD.
[REPRINTED FROM THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FOR JUNE, 1899.
Page 429.-EDITOR.]
" A FAITHFUL servant of Christ, an uncompromising witness for the fnll
truth of the Gospel of God's grace, and a Protestant Evangelical of the
Reformation type, the Rev. WILLIAM WOODWARD, whose ministerial
career has been more or less under our sympathizing observation for
nearly thirty-five years, well deserves a place in our Portrait Series of
Christian worthies.
" Our acquaintance with the LORD'S servant began under the roof
of the saintly BISHOP WALDEGRAVE, Rose Castle, Carlisle, in the year
1864, and has continued unbroken ever since, although we have met
only occasionally. Ordained by the BISHOP of CARLISLE, Mr. WOODWARD'S first sphere of labour was in the parish of Selside, in the county
of Westmoreland. Successively, he has held the curacies of Claverley,
Salop; Christ Church, Stafford; St. Clement Nechells, Birmingham;
Fisherton-Anger, Salisbury; Wainfleet, Lincolnshire; and St.
Stephen's, Tonbridge. In the early part of 1876 the late DUKE of
BUCKINGHAM AND CHANDOS presented him to the Vicarage of Wotton
Underwood, the parish church being situated in his Grace's Park.
This charge he held for some ten years, when he accepted the Vicarage
of Dalehead, Clitheroe, Y orks. For about eleven years he devotedly.
ministered the Word in the far north, when, in 1897, owing to suffering
health 'in his family, he resigned that charge, and took up his residence
at I1fracombe. It is now his delight to preach the Gospel of the grace
of GOD wherever a door of opportunity is providentially opened, and
if these lines should come under the notice of any brother in the Ministry
who'needs a locum tenens, or occasional help in the pulpit, Mr. WOODWARD'S able and zealous services may be thoroughly relied upon. His
varied gifts in setting forth the pure truth of GOD always secure him
the love, esteem, and confidence of the LORD'S people. Several hymns
from his pen have met with acceptance, and like " a good soldier of
JESUS CHRIST," he has endnred much hardness for the Trnth's sake.
H

THE EDITOR."

OBITUARY.
WE lovingly reproduce (after the space of about 13 years) the likeness
of our recently deceased and faithful brother in the ministry of CHRIST,
the Rev. WILLIAM WOODWARD, who at the advanced age of upwards
of 91 years, recently passed to his rest, to be for evermore witlo. his
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loved REDEEMER. He laboured, as the LORD enabled him, almost to
the end of his days-never ceasing to exalt his adored MASTER, and to
proclaim His precious Truth. "And I heard a voice from heaven,
saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the LORD
from henceforth: Yea, saith the SPIRIT, that they may rest from their
labours; and their works do follow them" (Rev. xiv. 13).
IN LOVING MEMORY.-(COMMUNICATED).
THE late Rev. WILLIAM: WOODWARD was a student of St. Aidan's
Theological College, under the tuition of the Rev. Dr. Bayley, the
then President of the College. On leaving St. Aidan's, he was appointed
to the curacy of Selside, a few miles from Kendal, by. the late Bishop
Waldegrave, for whom Mr. WOODWARD had the greatest esteem and
affection. The Bishop had him as his guest once or twice, and being
such a godly and Evangelical Bishop, his influence and teaching had
such weight with Mr. WOODWARD that he might be almost termed his
"spiritual father." Mr. WOODWARD'S first curacy was almost a sole
charge, as, owing to the Vicar's age and frail health, all the duties of the
parish devolved on him. He had after some time to leave Selside,
owing to his wife's delicacy. After filling several curacies, he was
presented by the late Duke of Buckingham to the living of Wotton
Underwood, Bucks, the Parish Church being situated in the Duke's
park. Mr. WOODWARD was there ten years, when he accepted the
living of Dale Head, near Clitheroe, where he remained eleven
years, and then gave up the living, principally in consequence of the
state of health of his family. From then until as late as Easter, 1911,
he took occs'lional duty. He was a very decided Evangelical and
Protestant preacher, and an excellent visitor. He never shrank from
any work for the MASTER Whom he truly loved and served, and he was
the instrument in GOD'S hands of much blessing and of true
conversions, in the various places where he laboured.
He passed peacefully away this year on January 22nd, and was laid
to rest on the 24th. He had been ailing some little time before, but at
the last there was no suffering. In closing this account of Mr. WOODWARD, who was 91 when taken Home, it is well to mention that he was
a constant reader of GOD'S holy Word; indeed, for a very long time
he had r.ead almost no other book, and had gone through it several
times. On GOD'S Word alone he framed his teaching, and very many
will have cause to bless him, for his deep interest in them, and decided
Bible teaching. Some lines were found amongst his papers, which
showed how he was longing for his Heavenly Home.
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SetmOnll anll jl,otell of .$et1l10nll.
CLEANSED!
NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. J. ORMISTON, RECTOR,
AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT, BRISTOL, ON THURSDAY, MARCH 28TII, 1912.
" Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my
' ' '-PSALM 1'2
son.
I.
•
'fHIS, dear friends, is the Psalm of David's repentance after his
grievous sin; of his repentance and of his faith. God has put this
Psalm on record Himself in perpetual remembrance of His mercy to
poor sinful David, His child, and to all other His children who are
conscious of their guilt and utter dependence on God's almighty arm,
so as to be saved from falling into these pitfalls. We notice God has
provided three chief things for every believer's needs, and a promise
of strength according to their day. First, the blessing of cleansed
hands; further, of cleansed feet; and in the third place, He promises
them cleansed hearts.
In support of this statement I· ask you to turn to Psalm xxiv.
4. The question had been asked in the third verse, " Who shall ascend
into the hill of the Lord? or who shall stand in His holy place? "
and the answer came, " He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart."
No one has these by nature; there are no absolutely clean hands in this
fallen world. We go astray from the birth, speaking wickedly, and
only walk in the paths of holiness and truth as the Holy Ghost is our
Guide and Helper. How dependent are we all on God's keeping mercy!
Who would have thought that David would have been so painful an
example of trusting in his own natural heart? The Word of God says,
"He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool "-destitute of all wisdom.
What tender mercy we need at the hands of our God, to be held up and
not left to ourselves, or we should surely fall from Him. We are only
iafe as we walk tremblingly and prayerfully, as He helps us to do.
Every moment, left to ourselves, we wander far from God-the best of
us, I was going to say, but there are really no degrees in our goodness,
A·S there are none in God's power-it is omnipotence.
We are ouly
saved from falling into gross sin as we are kept by the omnipotent
grace of God. If we presume on that grace, Wc grievously sin; we need
to walk very, very humbly. He that walketh humbly, walketh safely.
" Hold Thou me up, and I shall be safe" we confess in our better
moments. Oh, that God would keep us so-trusting in His mercy.
" A debtor to mercy alone,
Of Covenant mercy I sing,
Nor fear with Thy righteousness on,
My person and offering to bring.
The terrors of law and of God
With me can have nothing to do,
My Saviour's obedience and blood
Hide all my transgressions from view."
18
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So our Psalm expresses it here--" He that hath clean hands and a
pure heart," a heart void of accusation towards God, communing in
the liberty and light of His most holy countenance.
We need to supplicate for cleansed hands. I was thinh.;ng to-day
of a very dear professional man who was a member of this congregation
long ago. He fell ill and was finally removed to his eternal rest. He
used sometimes to call in his invalid chair to see me, and I would go
out to him, and would often ask him, "How is· it with you, dear
brother?" And he used to say, " Confessing and washing, confessing
and washing, all the day long." He was a most humble and holy man,
but that was his experience-continually confessing to the Lord. The
right and true Spirit wrought upon, and in, and through him. We
need in our day and measure like humility of spirit-and if we thus
confess our weakness and corruption, and supplicate the goodness and
mercy of our God, we shall find Him helping us with great and suitable
help, and we shall be " more than conquerors through Him that loved
us." He always loves His children, though they are, alas! so prone to
wander. He loves at all times and pities them, and has laid their guilt
ou their blessed Substitute, and so He restores His favour when they
lose it. Do you know the sorrow of losing the joy you once had at His
hand? Are you walh.-ing in darkness just now, who have walked in
light and liberty, at peace with God? Let me affectionately and
earnestly plead with you to seek His grace of restoration.
Secondly, we read of the cleansing of the feet in St. John xiii. 10.
Jesus said, "He that is washed," or bathed, "needeth not save to
wash his feet, but is clean every whit." He that hath been cleansed
from the overruling power of sin, washed in the blood of Jesus, is clean
every whit-for justification; but for sanctification he needs his feet
to be kept cleansed, for they come into contact constantly with the
world and the flesh in his walk. Have we received the word of rebuke
in due season, and are we walking at this time in the light? "If we
walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all
sin" (1 John i. 7). "Fellowship"-I consider that means the believer
with God, and God with the believer-I may be wrong, but I submit
the point t~ your Scriptural judgment. We ought to be so walking,
individually, with God. that there is nothing between us. We ought
to be so consciously cleansed, that we walk in the liberty and light of
" our Father's countenance; and what there is that mars that, should be
at once confessed and forsaken. Are we walking at peace with God
by reason of freedom from the thraldom of these things? "Needeth
not save (or except) to wash his feet." We need ourfeet, our consciences
to be kept in continual contact with the blood and with the Word of
God, lest we allow anything in the heart, in secret, between us and God,
Who knoweth all things-" All things are naked and opened unto the
qes of Him with Whom we have to do." That is the plain Word of
God spoken for our guidance lest we fall into the snare, and lose our
peace for the time. How grievously Peter erred when he objected to
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be reckoned amongst the number of thosc who falteringly followed
Hinl! We read how Jesus took a towel and girded Himself, and
"fter He had poured water into a bason began to wash the disciples'
feet, and to wipe them with the towel. "Then cometh He to Simon
Peter, and Peter said unto Him, Lord, dost Thou wash my feet?
Jesus answered him, What I do thou knowest not now; but thou
shalt know hereafter "-or, presently; and the Lord kept His word
in the conrse of His dealings with poor Peter. He resumed His
gal'ments, and began to explain what He had been doing. He had said
to Pet<lr, "If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with Me," and that is
precisely what He says to unwashed ones to-night: "If thou objectest
to be washed by Me, thou hast no part with Me. I have only
a part with those who have been' cleansed' from defilement by Me."
"Confessing and washiug "-do you feel it?-" all the day long."
We feel what vile sinners we are, and we plead with the God of pity and
mercy to wash us from all our defilement, and lead us again into the
narrow path. It is very humbling never to grow out of that condition
of self-failure. What debtors to mercy alone we are and shall be to the
end of our time·state on earth! We do not look for a deliverance from
this state of things here. We need the washing of the feet, though we
have been justified freely by grace through the redemption which is in
Christ Jesus. We need it again, and always again. We servants of
Christ learn these things by bitter experiencc. We need the cleansing
blood of the Lamb every moment of the day. It is not a washing once
and for ever, and being free from the workings of sin altogether. "If
we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves," and my fear is there
arc many who are deceiving themselves on this subject of sin. May
God keep our ears open, and shine on our consciences and hearts, that
we may be more sensitive to the power and prevalence of sin within
us! We must have our " part" with Hinl, united in the power of an
endless life. We are shut up to Him only, morning, noon, and night.
Thirdly, will you turn to Ps. li. 10, and find David in prayer to God" Create in me a clean heart, 0 God; and renew a right spirit within
me." He had given way to a wrong spirit and to an unelean heart,
but he pleads for the creation in his experience of a " new heart." Are
these our requests, our daily constant requests,: "Create in meeven ill me-a elean heart, and renew even in me a right spirit"? Oh,
if we are walking thus tremblingly and trustingly, as far as regards
ourselves, we shall be walking pleasingly in the Lord's sight. Bunyan •
wrote in his beautiful book," He that is down need fear no fall ;
He that is low no pride;
He that is humble ever shall
Have God to be his Guide."
May these words be written in our inmost hearts, so that we m~
walk happily, because humbly. If God be our Guide, dear friends,
and we walk in the way of His will, we walk prosperously. We notice
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God has proVided in His grace principal means to keep ns in our weakness. First, the precious blood of Jesus. "If we walk in the light,
as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood
of Jesns Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sinu (1 John i. 7). If we
know our burden of sin, groan under it, and confess it to the Father,
He, for Christ's sake, will be pleased to cleanse us from aU sin. "He
is faithful and jnst to forgive us our sins." What blessed words! how
sweet they are! He calillot deny Himself. He will compassionate
us in all our weakness. We shall not settle down in a present deliverance, we shall walk in the consciousness that it is only well with us
while He renews His former mercies to us. "Without shedding of
blood is no remission" (Heb. ix. 22). That is a settled point in the
government of the Most High. No remission apart from the shedding
of the blood of the Lamb, the precions blood-" Ye were not redeemed
with corruptible things, as silver and gold . . . but with the precious
blood of Christ." Oh, what a redemption is that which cost God His
only Son! When we think what it cost Him to redeem us, what
wonders we are to ourselves when we thus realize what lost, gross
sinners we are! The Son of God was manifested to save sinners, and
gave HinIself, the Holy One, for them. He reconciled them to His
Father, and brought them nigh to Him, and by His grace and power
alone it is that they are kept nigh.
Then, the cleansing Word-" Sanctify them through Thy truth:
Thy word is truth" (John xvii. 17). This is the purifying Wordthe Word that makes clean where it is applied in power and speaks
the Voice of God, which is the truth-" All thy sins, which are many,
are forgiven thee." The operation of His Word on the conscience is
that Divine thing which is God's own property. He 'chooses to wash
us, and we are washed "clean"! Do yon know what that means?
" He that is washed "-only once from head to foot-" is clean every
whit." What he needs is bntthe cleansing of his " feet," the conscience,
the Holy Ghost has qnickened. How precions is that peace He has
given us through His Son! Lose not that peace which comes through
a sense of Divine forgiveness. That peace cost the blood of the Lamb,
and must be most highly prized by those who are the subjccts of such
grace. The cleansing by the Holy Ghost was my last point to-night,
but I must leave that at present. His blessing I ask on you that you
may enjoy this washing, in the consciousness of it. " Wash me
throughly " describes the penetrating effect of this holy washing. How
it brings out the perfection of God! Only God can forgive sins and
truly wash sinners " clean "-bnt He can. He can cleanse the vilest,
blackest, the farthest gone from Himself, if He graciously will. He
can" save them to the uUermost that come Imto God by Him," by His
constraining grace. "Look lillto Me, a.nd be ye saved," be at peace,
and rest!
bread'is necessary for us to live, chastisement is necessary
for our living well.-Scriver.
WIIILE
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REAL CHRISTIANITY.
BEING A SERMON PREACHED IN THE P.~RISH CHURCH OF ST. PETER,
MANCHESTER, BY THE REV. F. 'tVHYLOCK DAVIS, ~I.A.,
RECTOR, FEBRUARY 9TH, 1862.
" Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are
passed away,. behold, all things are become new."-2 COR. v. 17.
A FEELING of assurance as to our fiual salvation, is a blessed state for
us to attain unto. It is one that is well calculated to sweeten the many
bitter cups of deep SOlTOW and of sharp trial, that we must drink
while passin~ through this vale of tears and of woe. The knowledge
that our souls arc safc for ever, will sustain us under all. That such an
assurance is possible, is clear from the language used by the Apostle in
the first verse of this chapter which, you will remember, we have read
iu our service this evening. He says, "\Ve," i.e., I the Apostle, and
you the saints of God at Corinth, "we know that if our earthly house
of this tabemacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens." You will observe he
does not say " we think," nor" we hope," but he says" we know" it.
And since such a knowledge is possible, I would advance a step further,
and say that no Christian should be satisfied with anything short of it.
When we consider how frail we are; that although now, perhaps, in
the possession of perfect health and in the enjoyment of strength and
vigour, yet in a moment we may be laid low by the hand of death and
our soul summoned into the presence of God; surely we must feel that
no reflecting man can live in peace and happiness unless he has an
assurance that all will be well at the last. There can be no real joy
until we can say, each for himself, " I I.·now that when my earthly house
of this tabernacle is dissolved, I have a building of God, an house not
made with hands, eternal in the heavens."
It is true that many speak of this assurance whose lives clearly
testify that they are not Christians at all. But what then ~ Because
their hopes are manifestly vain, shall we cast aside hope altogether 1
Because they build their assurance upon a false foundation, shall we
reject the doctrine of assurance entirely ~ Surely no! Let us rather
examine ourselves by the unelTing Word of God; and if we can build
upon that, then we may with confidence speak of the future; for His
Word can never be broken.
Our text for this evening is one by which we may try ourselves. It
brings before us the nature of real Christianity, viz., vital union with
Christ; and also marks the effect produced by that union. This latter
part therefore furnishes a touchstone for self·examination. May God
the Holy Ghost enable us to use it thus! May He enable us to searclj.
ourselves in the light that He alone can give; and may such search
result in the discovery of those marks which clearly prove that we are
" new creatures" "in Christ Jesus"; that we are safe for time and
for eternity.
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I would first dmw your attention to the fact that the real Christian
is spoken of as being" in Christ"; and secondly, to the evidence of
this fact, viz., that such "is a new creature: old things are passed
away; behold, all things are become new."
First then, dear brethren, let me notice the fact that the real Christian
is spoken of as one who is " in Christ." It is indeed a common mistake
to think that a man is a Christian if, having been baptized in his infancy,
he leads a regular life, attending a place of worship with punctuality
oh the Lord's Day, while on other days he is strict and upright in his
various duties. Yet if we say that such is not enough, a cry is immediately raised against our bigotry and narrow-mindedness! Now,
brethren, I would not speak against these things. I would not say a
word against morality and integrity of life, nor yet against a regular
attendance in the house of God. But I must in faithfulness declare
that all these things may exist even in a man who is not a true Christian.
He may have a name to live, and yet be dead (Rev. iii. 1). His
external manners may be right; but his heart dead too, yea filled with
"enmity against," God. Such things marked thc character of the
SCl~bes and Pharisees, in a most conspicuous manner, in our Lord's
day. Yct they could not deceive Him Who seeth not as man seeth,
but looketh into and searcheth the heart. The motives of their
apparent goodness were perceived by Him, and l.-nown to be corrupt.
Those motives were not a love to God and a desire to glorify Hint, but
were altogether carnal. He therefore branded them as "hypocrites."
He declared that they were" like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed
appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and
of all uncleanness" (Matt. xxiii. 27).
Real Christianity, then, consists in more than external uprightness.
There must be an inner life also, from a close and vital union with
Christ. As our text has it, we must be " in Christ."
Now, brethren, that word" in " is likely to be overlooked by many,
because it is so small. But there is a depth of meaning in it; and the
expression" in Christ," or " in the Lord," is one constantly to be met
with in the Scriptures. The Bible sets before us two Adams, the first
and the last (1 Cor. xv. 45, 47), as the common root of their respective
seed, or offspring. And each family partakes fully of the consequences
of the doings of its head. "As in Adam all die, eveu so in Christ shall
all be made alive" (1 Cor. xv. 22). Every member of the family of
man was in Adam when he transgressed and fell; and because of that
union they also fell unconditionally and absolutely. That is, our fan
did not depend on anything we might do, or leave undone; but we are
born sinners, and bring into this world a nature that" deserveth God's
wrath and damnation" (Article IX.). So, on the other hand, every child
of God was in Christ when He wrought out a perfect righteousness, and
thereby they were" made righteous," unconditionally and absolutely;
a blessing manifested to them when " born again" of the Spirit.
This peculiar union with Christ seems to be brought before us in the
Scripture as especially to be notieec] at three different periodB. First,
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and in reality, the people of God were" in Christ" when He was set up
as the Covenant Head of His Church, before the foundations of the
world were laid. As He, the Head, was chosen, so also was each of His
members; and their names were "written in the book of life." Of
this eternal union the Apostle evidently speaks in Eph. i. 4: " According as He hath chosen us in Him (i.e.,in Christ) before the foundation of
the world." And in 2 Tim. i. 9, that God " hath saved us, and called
us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to
His own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before
the world began.". This union, this being" in Christ," is a glorious
truth. Christ and His people are one, even as Adam and his seed were
one. Therefore when Christ came into this world, He came not as a
separate person, but as the Head of His body the Church-eaeh member
being" in Him." The believer therefore participates most fully in all
that the Lord Jesus did and suffered here below. "In Christ" we
obeyed God's righteous law; yea, " fulfilled all righteousness." "In
Christ" we endured Satan's temptations, and triumphed over the
Wicked One. We were" in Christ" when, bearing all our sins, the law
of God demanded and received from Him full satisfaction for them: so
that with St. Paul we may say, " I through the law am dead to the law
I am crucified with Christ" (Gal. ii. 19,20). We are" dead with
Christ" (Rom. vi. 8); "risen with Christ" (Col. iii. 1); "raised up
together and made to sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus"
(Eph ii. 6). Now, brethren, this union with Christ is a reality. As
truly as every branch of a tree was originally in its seed: as truly as
we were some six thousand years ago (nearly) in Adam: so truly was
every child of God in Christ before Adam existed, before the world
began. The family of Adam derive condemnation from their head:
the family of Christ derive salvation from theirs.
But this union is also spoken of as at another time, viz., when we are
brought to believe in Christ-when we are" born again." Thus the
Apostle writes in Romans xvi. 7, " Salute Andronicus and Junia, my
kinsmen, and my fellow-prisoners, who are of note among the apostles,
who also were in Christ be/ore me." Now here, of course, he speaks not
of that eternal union that I have mentioned, but of its manifestation.
They had been .. quickened together with Christ," while Saul of Tarsus
still remained" dead in trespasses and sins."
I know there are many who think that faith puts a man into Christ.
But I say no. God alone can do that. Faith is merely the evidence
of the union. Thus a branch existed in a tree from the time the seed
first burst into life. But it was not seen as a branch until, in due time,
it budded forth from the parent stem. And this was effected by the
power of the sap flowing within from the root. So each child of God
was .. in Christ" from the time the " Anointed One" entered into
Covenant with God. And in due time the Spirit of Christ, like the sap
in the tree, brought him forth manifestly, as a branch of" the true vine."
Until this is done we know nothing of our union with Christ. "Faith
is the evidence of things not seen." It flows from Christ Who is " the
•
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Author" of it, and is a proof of our being in Christ. In this sense one
man may be said to be .. in Christ before" another.
And there will be a further manifestation of our oneness with Christ,
viz., in glory. Thus Paul writes in Eph. i. 10, that God will .. in the
dispensation of the fulness of times gather together in one all things im,
Christ." And the word translated "gather together" really means
" gather together again." It therefore seems to refer to the fact that all
God's family were originally" in Christ"; but Satan came and for a
time appeared to have separated them from the Lord. But no!
Blessed be God, we are taught that that wolf cannot destroy the Lord's
flock. He only" scattereth the sheep" (John x. 12). Jesus is .. 'he
Good Shepherd" Wbo gathereth them together again. And the Jewish
high priest's prophecy was that" He should die for that nation; and
not for that nation only, but that also He should gather together in one
the children of God that were scattered abroad" (John xi. 51, 52). He
.. suffered (says St. Peter) for sins, the just for the unjust, that He
might bring us to God" (1 Pet. iii. 18). He is now carrying out this
great work; gathering His people out of all lands; and when He shall
have" accomplished the number of His elect," then shall their oneness
with Him be clearly manifested. What we now know in part, by the
teaching of the Holy Spirit, we shall then understand thoroughly, in
the fullest sense of the Lord's words, .. At that day ye shall know that
I am in My Father and ye in Me, and I in you" (John xiv. 20). We
shall be .. gathered together in Christ."
And this close union of God's people with Christ, is taught by many
figures in the Bible. Thus a tree; as the vine and its branches. But
this I have already noticed. I would however remark that some think
the Lord's teaching by this figure in John xv. would imply that the
union may cease, and a branch be cast forth and withered. To such I
would say that the figure-like the parables of the net with good and
bad fishes, the field with wheat and also tares growing in it, and other
similar ones-points out the nature of the visible Church on earth, in
which hypocrites ever will be found; even numbers who" have the
form of godliness, but deny the power thereof." The privileges of true
believers belong nominally to all professors. Therefore they in '/Wme
possess that union with Christ, that in fact belongs only to the real
children of God. The falling away spoken of ouly proves that they
never were one with Christ, as is clearly taught in 1 John ii. 19," They
went out'. from ns, but they were not of us; for if they had been of ns,
they would no donbt have continued with us : but they went out, that
they might be made manifest that they were not all of us."
Another figure is-that of the human body, Christ being the head and
we the members. Wc are to .. grow up into Him in all things, which is
the Head, even Christ; from Whom the whole body fitly joined
together, and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according
to the effectual working in the measure of every part, 'maketh increase
of the body unto the edifying of itself in love" (Eph. "iv. 15, 16). Surely
this figure is very suggestive of the closest union. .. For as the body is
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one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body,
being many, are one body: so also is Christ. For by one Spirit we are
all baptized into one body" (1 Cor. xii. 12, 13).
A temple is also used in the Holy Scripture as an illustration of the
same truth: Christ being the foundatiou and chief corner stone, and
believers" living stones," built on, and knit together with, Him. They
are" built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus
Christ Himself being the chief corner stone; in Whom all the building
fitly framed together groweth into an holy temple in the L<Yrd: in
Whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through
the Spirit" (Eph. ii. 20, 21, 22).
But I must not dwell longer upon these figures.-The truth they
illustrate, viz., the close union between G'brist and all of His pcople,
is a most important one. and one that is worthy of our deepest consideration. Every blcssing that is worth having, for timc and for eternity,
depends upon the fact. Do we long for pardon from God of all OUT
sins ~ "In Christ we have redemption through His blood, even the
forgiveness of sins" (Col. i_ 14). In Christ there is redemption; out
of Him there is none. In Christ there is forgiveness of sins; but out
of Him there is no hope. Do we look for causes why God should be
favourable to us ~ Of His own grace He hath "accepted us in the
Beloved" (Eph. i. 6). Do we long for peace, findiug, like the Apostle,
that" without are fightings, within are fears" ~ It is in Christ; and
there alone. "These things (said Jesus) I have spoken unto you, that
in Me ye might have peace" (John xvi. 33). Or as St. Paul teaches,
" But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made uigh
by the blood of Christ. For He is our peace" (Eph. ii. 13, 14). Do
we long for true holiness 1 God" hath chosen us in Him . .. that wc
should be holy and without blame before Him in love" (Eph. i. 4).
"If the root be holy, so are the branches." Do we desire "good
WOl'ks" 1 "We are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto
good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in
them" (Eph. ii. 10). Are we sometimes cast down with trials; and in
the blindness which grief occasions, ready to say with the Psalmist:
" Will the Lord cast off for ever ~ and will He be favourable no more 1
Is His mercy clean gone for ever ~ ,Doth His promise fail for evermore 1" (Ps. Ixxvii. 7, 8). Oh no! It cannot be, "for all the promises
of God in Christ are yea, and in Him Amen, unto the glory of God" (2
Cor. i. 20). The very inheritance to which we look forward, is not only
" of promise" (Gal. iii. 18), but is ours simply through oUT union with
Christ: "in Whom also we have obtained an inheritance" (Eph. i. 11),
even "an inheritance incorruptible, and lllldefiled, and that fadeth
not away" (1 Pet. i. 4).
Does anyone think these things are novelties 1 I say no ! - I have
brought you lllany passages from the New Testament in proof of them,
and I could show you many in the Old Testament. Just tnrn to onc
chapter, viz., Isaiah xlv. 17, 24, and 25-" Israel shall be saved
in the Lord with an everlasting salvation.... Surely, shall one' say, in
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the lhrd have I righteousness and strength.... In the LMd shall
all the seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory." Believe me, dear
brethren, the teaching of the Holy Scriptures concerning Christ aud
His people is, that" in Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead
bodily, and we are complete in Him" (Col. ii. 9, 10). " Of Him are ye
in Christ J cs-us, Who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness,
and sanctification, and redemption: that, according as it is written,
He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord" (1 Cor. i. 30, 31).
This union with the Lord is spiritual, and therefore not visible." He that is joined unto the Lord is one Spirit" (1 Cor. vi. 17). But
though not seen of men, it is not therefore unreal. Nay, it is more real,
more lasting, than any visible, any fleshly tie can be.-" AII flesh is
grass," and soon must wither. The closest of earthly connections, if
earthly only, will speedily terminate. The strongest link that this
world recognizes, will shortly be snapped for ever. But the unSeen
spiritual bond that exists between Christ and every member of His
mystical body, the Church, is eternal. Jesus" the last Adam, is a
quickening (or life-giving) Spirit" to all His seed. He gives them
" eternal life " (Jobn xvii. 2), and tells them, " Because I live, ye shall
live also" (John xiv. 19). Nothing, not even death, can" separate us
from the love of God, which is in Christ J csus our Lord" (Rom. viii.
38, 39).
Secondly, let me notice the evidence of being "in G'hrist."-The
Apostle says in the text, that such a man " is a new creature: old
things are passed away; behold, all things are become new." I have
reminded you that the bond which unites us to Christ is spiritual, and
consequently invisible. How then are we to know where it cxists 1
We can do so only by observing the effects that will surely be produced
by the union. The man wi1l have undergone such a change that he will
be " a new creature." Indeed, until this is done, although" the Lord
knoweth them that are His," we know them not. But when visited
by that grace that brings salvation and makes a man a real Christian,
then such an alteration will be wrought in him, that the Scriptures call
him /( a new creature," or cc a new creation." There is no cha.nge
indeed in the outward man. "That which is born of the flesh, is flesh"
still, and therefore corrupt; and" the carnal mind is enmity against
God" (Rom. viii. 7), even to the end (Article LX.). The change is not
an external one, but an internal; not a patching up of " the old man,"
but the creation of a " new man" within. It is not a mere reformation
of manners, and a turning from evil habits, a " cleansing of the outside
of the cup and platter": but it is an inward purification; the soul
having" passed from death unto life," being made "partaker of the
Divine nature" (2 Pet. i. 4). It is Christ formed in us " the hope of
glory" (Col. i. 27). It is the fulfilment of God's promise concerning
His Covenant people. " A new heart also will I give you, and a new
spirit will I put within yon: and I will take away the stony heart out
of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh" (Ezek. x=vi. 26).
The old heart, which was the ruling power within, is now taken a,vay
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from its place, or detl~roned; and a new heart given us, in which the
fear of God is put (Jer. xxxii. 40), the law of God written (Jer. xxxi.
33), and the love of God shed abroad by the Holy Ghost (Rom. v. 5).
This is indeed a great change, and beyond the power of any but the
Creator to effect. It is the work of the Spirit of the Living God. And
wherever He has wrought it in any man or woman, it must be manifest
by various evidences. Such a person will be " a new creature." The
man himself will be conscious that he is not what he used to be. His
old companions will bear testimony to the same fact, that he is a changed
man. I do not believe in a Christianity that gives no proof of its
existence. If I had no other verse on the subject in the Bible but
our text, I should consider that sufficient to warrant my demandiug
tokens to prove that a mau was " iu Christ." It is dishonouring to
God to say that the change from nature to grace-the new birthcan have taken place without corresponding results. The man who
was a temple of Satan, is now a temple of the Living God. And shall
we dare to say that this can have been wrought, and yet the man be
unconscious of any change; or his nearest friends see no difference ~
When Jcsus was here below, we are told that on one occasion He
" entered into a house, and would havc no man know it: but Hc could
not be hid" (Mark vii. 24). And so, depend upon it, when Jesus now
enters into any man, as into a house of clay, He cannot be hid. That
man will henceforth" walk in newness of life." He" is a new creature:
old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new."
The alteration in such a Illan will be most apparent. Our outward
appearance (as I have noticed) will be the same; bnt our views of
things, our habits, our desires, .our life will be so changed that they will
henceforth be directed in a new channel, instead of the old ones. W 6
shall now regard sin as we never did before. Formerly we thought
little about it, regarding it as a matter of small consequence. Nay,
unless some actual brea.ch of morality had been committed, we did not
regard ourselves as transgressors. And even then, as long as our offence
was hid frolll the knowledge of our fellow-men, we had no real sorrow
concerning it; being altogether careless of the fact that we had offended
against God, and that He has a book of remembrance. But now, sin
appears to be " exceeding sinful." We seem to lose sight of man in
the matter, as we realize that wc have offended against God. We sec
that by sin we have been provoking God to wrath, day by day; and that while He has in mercy spared ns-yea, poured down blessings upon
us-we have been returning Him the basest ingratitude for all His
abounding goodness. And we cannot commit sin as we formerly diet
The thoughts of evil that continually rise up within us, as fiery darts
from the Wicked One, give us the deepest pain; and we are much cast
down as we perceive that wben we would do good; evil is present with
us. Nay, further, though it is impossible that" we who are dead to
sin should live any longer therein"; yet many a child of God is " overtaken in a fault" ; and often, perhaps, appears to have returned to
that world from which he was delivered. Under the power of tempta-
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tion he seems again to rejoin his former companion~, and with them
enters into their foolish and sinful ways. But, believe me, he is not as
they are. The Jews might say" We will be as the heathen, as the
families of the countries, to serve wood and stone" (Ezek. xx. 32).
But it was impossible. God said" It shall not be at all." And so the
spiritual Israelite may fancy that he can be as the rest of the world.
But where the work of grace has been begun in anyone, that person
cannot live in sin as other men. He may try to join in their amusements and pleasures, and endeavour to find the same enjoyments from
such things as they do. But he will be miserable in spite of all. He
may go to the theatre, or other places of excitement, with his worldly
friends, but he cannot be as they are. He has that within him that will
not let him be happy. Earth cannot satisfy his longings, and heaven
seems closed to him. He is wrctched! Is there any poor backsliding
child of God now listening to me? Does not your conscience recognize
the truth of what I am saying? Do you not hate the sin that clings
to you; and do you not long for a return of those days when, walking
with God, you rejoiced in His love? Dear eITing brother-dear erring
sister, He speaks to you in the language of affectionate entreaty, saying,
" Return, thou backsliding Israel, saith the Lord; and I will not cause
Mine anger to fall upon you: for I am merciful, saith the Lord, and I
will not keep anger for ever. Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that
thou hast transgressed against the Lord thy God" (Jer. iii. 12, 13).
" Take with you words, and turn to the Lord: say unto Him, Take
away all iniquity, and receive us graciously." His promise is pledged,
" I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely: for Mine anger
is turned away" (Hos. xiv. 2, 4).
Again, we now have new views of the Lord Jesus. In the former
days of our ignorance we thought little about Him, although bearing,
perhaps, the name of Christian. We may have heard of His wondrous
love and amazing work for the salvation of sinners, but remained
unaffected by the knowledge. There was no beauty in Him that our
hearts should desire Him. We felt not the need of such a Saviour,
nor did we comprehend tIre necessity of so great a sacrifice to redeem
us from destruction. But this ignorance has passed away, and our
ideas of Jesus are altogether new. He is now to us "the chiefest
among ten thousand and thc altogether lovely," and the very name of
Jesus is as music in our ears. We love to hear of Him; to meditate
upon His mysterious person, God and Man forming one Christ; and to
dwell upon that marvellous grace that led Him to live and die for such
poor, guilty, rebellious sinn6Is as we are. Jesus is all our salvation,
all our desire. He" is all and in all " to us.
We have new views of God the Holy Ghost. Formerly we saw no
need of that life-giving Spirit; but puffed up with lofty ideas of the
freedom of the human will, fancied we could turn to God and keep
His commandments by our own natural strength, whenever it might
suit our convenience. But now we see our entire dependence 011 the
Holy Spirit. Not only do we recognize Him as the Author of repentance

The Gospel Magazme

285

and faith in our souls, when He first awakened us from our death in
eins and gave us spiritual birth; but still do we feel a constant want
of Him. We can neither think a good thought, nor do a good action
of ourselves; and if we are to "work out our own salvation," He
must" work in us both to will and to do of His good pleasure.;' We
require His constant instruction, or we cannot understand the Scriptures. Therefore we wait upon Him to " guide us into all truth"; to
reveal the things of Jesus to our souls; to make known to us the
secret, even the Covenant love of God (Ps. xxv. 14), and to lead us in
the footsteps of the Saviour.
With regard even to the estimate we have of ourselves, we may say,
"old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new."
In time past we thought more highly of ourselves than we ought to
think. We might perhaps have acknowledged of some of our actions,
that they would scarcely bear close looking into-yea, even that they
were evil: but still we were ready to excuse ourselves on account of
them. We flattered ourselves with the idea that we were pretty good
altogether, and at any rate had" good hearts." But this estimate is
now known to be false. Our hearts "are deceitful above all things,
and desperately wicked." Inward corruptions are seen and felt by us.
We find that we are" sold under sin." Sin enters into, and mingles
with, all we do. We cannot pray without sin; it pollutes our holiest
actions. There is no longer any attempt to " justify oUl"selves " before
God; but we lie low in the dust of self-abasement, crying" Unclean,
unclean," " God be merciful to me a sinner_"
And we look upon the world differently. Formerly all our delight
was in its ways and works, its pleasures and amusements; many of
them not only vain, but sinful. Now these" old things have passed
&way." We no longer enjoy, no longer find pleasure in them; because
our tastes are altered. Our affections are not nOw set upon things
below, but upon things above. The pomps, the vanities, the pleasures,
the honours, the riches of this world, can no longer retain their hold
upon our hearts. We regard the world as fast passing away. While
we use the various things God may give IlS, praising Him for them, yet
we reckon ourselves as " strangers and pilgrims on the earth"; travelling towards" a better country, that is a heavenly"; "for here we
have no continuing city, but we seek one to come, even a city which
hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God." Our language is
new, and our speech will betray us. In former days we may not
perhaps have indulged in what men regard as evil words, even those
vile expressions too often heard from ungodly men. Yet still our talk
was always on worldly topics and frivolous matters. But now we desirethat no corrupt communication shall proceed out of our mouth;
" neither foolish talking, nor jesting." Our directions are, "Let your
speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt," "that it may minister
grace to the hearers." We love to talk of heavenly things, and to
speak of the love of Jesus one to another. It is a subject that fills our
hearts, and" out of the abundance of the heart the mouth apeaketh."
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Our habits are new.-Formerly self was the idol we worshipped, and
whom alone we sought to please. Our manner of life was shaped
accordingly. Now, self is dethroned, and God is the object of our worship; Whose will we desire to do. Thus, the service of God, formerly
neglected, is now loved. We find that" in keeping His commandment8
there is exceeding great reward"; and esteem" a day in His courts
better than a thousand" spent elsewhere: so that wc are" glad when
men say unto us, Let us go into the house of the Lord." Old companions, and the places where, with them, we formerly sought the
things that then pleased us, are now given up. Their attraction has
"passed away." Now we are drawn towards the saints that are in
the earth, and to the excellent, in whom is onr delight. Our habits
are those that will mark us out as being " a peculiar people": in
the world, yet not of it.
And our former opinions of the Bible" are passed away."· They
are succeeded by others that are" new" to us. We used to look upon
that Book as a dry and uninteresting volume, fit merely for Sunday
reading; and even then as a task to be hurried through as quickly as
possible. The lying romance, the foolish novel, or the paper with
the news of this fleeting world, was eagerly devoured; while the
Bible was entirely neglected. But now we are changed. We love the
precious Book of God, and" esteem the words of His mouth more than
our necessary food." It speaks to us of things that our hearts now
hunger and thirst after; spreading before us " a feast of fat things, a
feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full of malTOW, of wines on the
lees well refined." It is " the testimony of Jesus," and makes known
to us the wonderful scheme of redemption, " to wit, that God was in
Ohrist reconciling the world to Himself"; and that we who are" in
Christ," are " reconciled unto God in one body by the cross." "In
Christ" God and sinners are united in bonds of everlasting love. We
cannot but value, and gladly·search into, the blessed volume that God
has in mercy given us to teach such glorious truths.
But I must stay here. The things I have mentioned will ever form
" the spot of God's children"; distingnishing those who, through the
grace of God, are" new creatures in Christ." I say not how deeply
these things may mark the character of each Christian; but I do assert
that where they exist not at all, the religion that is assumed is not real.
God is preparing a people here, who shall dwell hereafter for ever with
Him. He therefore converts or changes them by giving them " a new
heart and a right spirit." He makes us " meet to be partakers of the
inheritance of the saints in light" (Col. i. 12). Consequently, if you
are really travelling towards the" New Jerusalem," you will be " new
creatures in Christ." Brought by the Holy Spirit to Jesus, you will
find everi now a new song put in your mouth, of praise and thanksgiving to God. .You will love to approach unto God as your Father,
." by a new and living way," even by the blood of Christ. "As new
born babes," you will " desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may
grow thereby." And thus, living" in newness of life " here below,
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you shall yet inherit " the new heavens, and the new eal'th, wherein
dwelleth righteousness," where Christ with His saints shall reign for
ever in glory.
In conclusion, let me ask, Do you know anything of this change 1
Nothing less will suffice for the salvation of the soul. A profession of
religion, though combined with sobriety and honesty and regularity
of life, is not enough. The Lord has declared" Ye must be born again "
(John iii. 7). But perhaps some say, We are not what we were. We
do love the Bible, and God's people, and God's service; and we hate
sin. But while we strive after holiness, we find we cmmot attain nnto
it; our hearts are so fnll of sin and unbelief. Courage, dear brethren ,!
Although you are not what you wish to be, yet you may thank God you
are not what you were; and may say. "By the grace of God I am what
I am." Where God has taught such lessons, He will teach more. and
not forsake the work of His own hands.
I commend you to the Holy Spirit, Who alone is able to instruct you
in these things. May He enable us to understand and to rejoice in the
precious truths contained in our text.
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" And beginni11{/ at Moses and all the prophets. Ele expounded unto
them, in all the Scriptures, the things concerning Himsell.". ')"
.
L UKE XXiV.
~1.
IN these few words, brethren, we have the key how to read our Bibles.
You remember the circumstances recorded in this chapter from which
our text is taken. After the resurrection of our blessed Lord, as He
was walking with two of His disciples, He spake to them of the things
concerning Himself; not only His Person, but His death, and the glory
illto which He was about to enter. And as our text tells us, "Beginning
at Moses and all the prophets, He expounded unto them in all the
Scriptures, the things concerning Himself." The effect of this conversation wc have in the 32nd verse, where we are told that after He
left them they said-u Did not our heart burn within us while He
talked with us by the way, and while He opened to us the Scriptures 1 "
Now. brethren, in this same work are we about to be engaged at
this time, looking for Jesus in the Scriptures; and if we have the same
Teacher we shall have the same blessing. May the Lord grant that
at this time our heal'ts may burn within us, not as the minister opens
the Scriptures, but as the Holy Ghost takes of the things of Christ.
and shows them unto us.
I desire, whenever I speak of the types of the J.ord Jesus Christ.
to speak of those for which I have Scriptural warrant; and in enlarging
npon this subject, as the Lord enables me, I would desire to show you
that it is not my own imagination that is at work. but that the Holy
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Ghost has given me grouud to stand upon. It is a large subject,
were I only to notice, without dwelling upon them at all, what I believe
to be types of the Lord Jesus Christ in the Scriptures, as to His Person,
and as to His work. We must endeavour, therefore, to classify the
subject. I propose speakingFirst, Of the type setting forth the union and the relation of the
Lord Jesus Christ to His Church.
Secondly, The type setting forth the offices unto which the Lord
::resus Christ was anointed in the Covenant of grace; and
Thirdly, I would endeavour to show you how the type of the Old
'l'estament Scriptures points out, clearly and distinctly, the doctrincs
of the Gospel.
Let me remind you that it is recorded in the 5th chapter of St. John's
Gospel that our Lord Jesus Christ said to the Jews, "Search the
Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life, and they are they
which testify of Me." He was speaking to those who professed to
believe in Moses, but who did not believe in Christ. Now, mark what
He says to them in the 46th verse-" Had ye believed Moses, ye wonld
have believed Me, for he wrote of Me." Here, then, we have a plain
declaration that the Lord Jesus Christ was set forth by Moses; that
if men understood the writings of ~Ioses, they would uuderstand the
Gospel. When we turn to the Epistle to the Hebrews, we find that
the types of the Old Testament arc there opened out by the Holy
Ghost, and the things conceming the Lord Jesus Christ arc plainly
declared. "The law," meaning the wh.ole dispensation of Moses, is,
we are told, " the shadow of good things to come." Again, in the 2nd
of Colossians, when the Apostle is speaking of the Jewish practices
under which the Colossians wanted to bring themselves into bondage,
lle tells them that" these things are a shadow of things to come, but
the body is of Christ." These passa.ges show us that there was typical
allusion to the Lord Jesus Christ, in the Old Testament ceremonials
:lond rituals. If there is a shadow, there must be a substance. The
substance is Christ, the shadow was all those things of which we read
in the Old Testament dispensation.
I am going to bring before you only one type of the first head of
our subject, which you will remember is the union and the relation
of the Lord Jesus Christ to His Church, and that type is Adam;Adam, in his creation, when he was made the man, the intelligent
creature that came forth from the hand of God, to occupy so prominent
a position in this world. And here, mark you, I have Scripture ground
for what I am saying. I,ook at the 5th of Romans; we there find the
Apostle saying of Adam, that he" is the figure of Him that was to come."
Many of you know that the word in the original is, the type of Him
that was to come. There is the plain declaration of Scripture, that
Adam was a type of the Lord Jesns Christ; and this is my authority
for saying so.
Now, we shall enter a little more fully into the subject. I say, in
the first place, the creation of Adam is a type which brings before us
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most strikingly the relation of the Lord Jesus Christ to His Church.
Let me remind you of the council that was held as to the creation of
man, of which we read in the 1st of Genesis, 26th verse (a great argument for the Trinity, mark ye, by the way). See there what is said
of man when he came forth from the hand of God, to occupy the place
which had been destined for him in the midst of this creation. Infidel
men may make what they will of it, but they cannot get over it. "God
said, Let Us make man in Our image, after Our likeness." . I have often
told you that I cannot receive such an interpretation of that passage
...~ has sometimes· been given, that it is as if God said, Let Us make
man an intelligent creature like God. That seems to me to be a very
low view to take of it. I believe the meaning of it is this: Let Us make
man after the image that was setup in the Divine mind from all eternity,
even in the image of that humanity in which the Son of God did under,take to garb Himself. Here is. something very precious; the Lord
Jesus seems to throw Himself into this very humanity. He becomes
identified with us; He becomes the Head of all, His spiritual seed,
just as Adaru was the head of his natural seed; the one being the head
of all mankind, the other the Head of all elect mankind.
Again, there was something exceedingly striking in the dominion
given to Adam over all creation. Everything was to bow down before
him, as the lord of this territory in which God had placed him. And
when you turn to the 8th Psalm and the 2nd of Hebrews, you find that.
this has reference to the Lord Jesus Christ; that it is there said that
all these things have been given to Him, 'and that He is to have
dominion over them.
But we proceed to observe on the formation of the woman. You
remember the remarkable acconnt that we have of that fact in the
opening of the book of Genesis, where we are told that it was in a deep
sleep that out of the side of the man was taken the woman. Mystery
all through-mystery to the very uttermost-we acknowledge it-but the declaration stands there. This woman, taken out of the very
nature of this man, made to be a help meet for him, was brought to
him, given to him, bone of his bone, and he was told that he was to
cleave to that woman. When I take the 5th of Ephesians, I have the
key to the understalJ,ding of all this. The Apostle there inculcates
the duty of the husband to love his wife, upon the ground of the union
which subsists between Christ and His Church; and he uses this expression, "We are members of His body, of His flesh, and of His
bones." If he had not before his mind, when, he wrote that under the
teaching of the Holy Ghost, the union between Adam and his wife,
and her formation out of the side of Adam, I cannot understand the
passage. He shows the union of the Church to Christ; a Church fO,rmed
out of His side by His precious blood-shedding; a Church everlastingly
united to Him, loved by Him from all eternity, and for which He gave
Himself when the fullness of the time was come.
We have not time to dwell long upon any of these types: therefore
I now proceed, in the second place, to speak of the type as setting forth
19
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the offices unto which the Lord Jesus Christ is anointed in the Covenant
of grace.
One of the great evils which have arisen from an injudicious handling
of the types has been, that whenever any particular person, or thing,
or ordinance has been brought forward as a type of the Lord Jesus
Christ, men have thought that they should take every item in the
history of the individual, or every item in the circumstances of the
ceremonial. and try and find in all this something which would fit in
with this typical allusion to the Lord Jesus Christ; and thus they
often get beyond their depth. I believe there never was a prominent
character amongst the people of God, in Old Testament times, that
had not in his history some features of the person, and work, and
offices of the Lord Jesus. Speak of Adam, speak of Abraham, speak
of Noah. speak of Joseph, speak of Joshua, and many more whom we
might enumerate; take all these men, and every one of them had
some feature in his character or history that was typical of the Lord
Jesus Christ. And so we sav we find some feature of the offices of
the Lord Jesus Christ in all those prominent eharacters who bore any
offiee amongst the Israelites. I shall speak of but three, Melchisedec,
Aaron, and Solomon.
In the first plaee, I am warranted in taking Melchisedec as a great
figure of the priesthood and royalty of the Lord Jesus Christ. The
history of Melchisedec is despatched in some three verses in the 14th
of Genesis. We are told that after a slaughter of the five kings, in
which Abraham was concerned, this Melchisedec, king of Salem and
priest of the most high God, brought forth bread and wine to Abra.ham,
and blessed him, and that the patriarch gave him tithes of all. No
more mention is made of Melchisedec. But long after, in the llOth
Psalm, this word springs up, all of a sudden as it were-" The Lord
hath sworn, and will not repent; thou art a priest for ever after the
order of Melchisedec." Not a word is said of him afterwards till we
come to the Apostle's letter to the Hebrews-to Jews, mark you!
and when he is arguing with them that the Aaronic priesthood had
given way to a bettel', a more permanent, a more effectual priesthood,
he says that this is the very thing which had been sworn by Jehovah
in the llOth Psalm, and he shows t.hat this was promised before Aaron
came into office at all. And what does he bring forward with respect
to Melchisedec 1 In the first place, he shows that the kingly and
priestly offices were combined in one person. If we had not the
testimony of the Holy Ghost pointing out Melchisedec as a type of
Christ, we should say that he was it very remarkable person, a king and
a priest.
Again, the Apostle makes a very striking use of tl1e type in another
way. In order to show the priesthood of the Lord Jesus Christ as
being so much better than that of Aaron, he says, he was" without
father, without mother, without descent, having neither beginning of
days, nor end of life ; but made like unto the Son of God; abideth a
priest continually." He shows that this was an abiding priesthood;

The Gospel Magazine

•

291

that whilst the other was to wax old, this was to continue; and he
shows this from the eternal generation of Melchisedec. One knows
not where he came from; and then, again, he seems to drop out in
the history. I cannot agree with some who think ,that he was one of
those appearances of the Lord Jesus Christ, in the flesh, in Old Testament times. I believe that this Melchisedec was just what we are told
concerning him-king of righteousness, king of Salem, and priest of
the most high God.
The next thing which the Apostle shows is, the unchangeable nature
of the priesthood of Christ, and he rears upon this fact a blessed truth;
he tells us that" He ever liveth to make intercession for us." What
a precious word for the comfort of God's poor, conflicting people, who
know something of the workings of sin in their hearts. And oh, when
one thinks of that typical allusion, it seems to carry with it something
so very beautiful, when this king and this priest brings forth bread and
wine to conflicting and weary Abraham, the type of the whole family
of God's believing people, wearied after their struggles and their
warfare, to whom the King comes with His royal bounty-the bread
and the wine of His kingdom-to satisfy and comfort with His precious
cordials the soldiers of the cross of Christ.
But we proceed. We said that Aaron was a remarkable type; a
type, inasmuch as he was consecrated a priest.
The Jews sometimes give us strange views of things, but they some·
times furnish us with very beautiful ideas. They have remarked that
Aaron was the elder brother, that he was before Moses. They could
not afterwards be persuaded that the Gospel was of more value than
the law, but yet they could see that the promise was before the law.
But it is as to the consecration of Aaron that we are going to speak.
The appointment of a priesthood at all was a remarkable thing. It
was as much as to say, These fallen creatures can have no access to a
holy God; there must be no intruding rashly into His presence;
He is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity; therefore, there shall be
a consecrated one who shall stand for them unto God. This was what
God specially appointed Aaron unto. If time permitted we could refer
you to that elaborate ritual, which was so minutely appointed of God
for the consecration of Aaron, and of his sons after him, to that holy
office. He was to be the high priest to transact matters between God
and the people. A be"utiful type this of the office of the Lord Jesus
Christ. We beg of you when you return home, to take the 28th chapter
of Exodus, and to read it over carefully, and if you cannot, with the
Epistle to the Hebrews as the key, see the things concerning the Lord
Jesus Christ in that chapter, you must be dull and dark indeed as to
your view of those things which God has been pleased to give to us in
His blessed Word.
Let me remind you of some of the appointments of God with respect
to Aaron. We shall not speak of the laver in which it was necessary
for him to wash, to show the purity and holiness that God would have
attsching to all His services, to show that whoever approaches God
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must be (whoever he is) without spot and blemish. Where is man to
get tills purity ~ It is not by his fastings, or his mortifications, or his
almsgivings that he is to obtain it, but it is by Ills standing before God
in that righteousness which Scripture tells us is "unto all and upon
all them that believe."
Let me mention to you two or three things with regard to the appointments as to the dress of tills man. You will read in the 28th of Exodus,
that there was a magnificent dress of the most elaborate workmanship
wlllch he was commanded to wear. There was to be, as a part of this
dress, a breastplate, in wlllch breastplate were to be set twelve precious
stones, upon wlllch stones were to be engraven the names of the twelve
.tribes Of Israel. This of itself is remarkable; and a spiritually minded
man, as he reads the 28th and 29th chapters of the book of Exodus,
must see something of Christ. But mark another most interesting
thing connected with the dress of that Illgh priest. There was a direction as to the making of an ephod, which was the official garment of
the Illgh priest, and worn by Illm whenever he was upon duty; that
ephod was fastened upon the shoulders by two onyx stones, upon which
were engraven, six and six, the names of the twelve tribes of Israel,
and the command concerning that ephod was, that the breastplate
should never be loosed from it. Whenever the priest went to stand
before the Lord, he could not go without the people of Israel upon his
breast. There was a magnificent type of Him Who has His people
upon His heart; and so long as He is a Priest of an unchangeable
priesthood, His people must remain upon His breast and upon His
shoulders.
But we proceed. The last thing we notice concerning the consecration of this man is, that there was a special ointment of a most curious
kind, which the Lord commanded to be made; nothing like it was to
be made or used for any other purpose. When Aaron was to be consecrated, this oil was to be taken and poured upon his head, which it
was impossible to do without that nnguent running down npon his
whole garment. You know that I am now alluding to the l33rd
Psalm, which speaks of tills ointment, which was poured upon Aaron's
head, and which ran down to the skirts of his garments. The other
priests, the sons of Aaron, were sprinkled with blood and with the oil;
he who was to represent the fullness of the Church's blessings had the
ointment poured upon him, in all its largeness, without measure, that
he might be a fit type of Him Who supplies the poorest and the weakest
of His servants with what they need, out of His fullness. If I had time
to go further into tills subject, I could take the 9th and the 10th chapters
of Hebrews, and show you how Jesus is spoken of as the antitype of
those priests; going into the Holiest, and taking with Him His own
most precious blood.
But we now come to speak of Solomon. You will remember, in the
history of David, we are..told that David wanted to build the temple
of the Lord. The Lord sent· the prophet Nathan to him, to tell him that
he should not build that house; but he says-" When thy days be
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fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed
after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish
his kingdom; he shall build an house for My name, and I will establish
the throne of his kingdom for ever. I \>;11 be his Fatber, and he shall
be My son." Perhaps this is one of the last passages that we should
have felt we were warranted to take as a type of the Lord Jesus Christ;
but this very word which is spoken concerning Solomon, literally
is by the Holy Ghost applied to the Lord Jesus Christ in the 1st of
Hebl"ews. When the Apostle Paul is speaking of the Divinity of the
Lord Jesus Ch.rist, he says-" To which of the angels said He at any
time, I \\;11 be to him a Father, and he shall be to Me a son 1" If it
were oUI business at tillS time to go over the Illstory of Solomon, and
to show you what is typical in it, we could speak to you of the extent
of his dominion; we could speak to you of his reign of peace; and
we could set side by side of all this, the 72nd Psalm. But the one point
in the history of Solomon to wlllch I would desire to call your attention
is tills, that he was to be the builder of the temple of the Lord. In
tills one point he was a great type of the Lord Jesus Christ. Take
the Scriptures, you who are acquaint<Jd with them, ·and what do you
find 1 In the 2nd of Ephesians, and in the 2nd of 1 Peter, the people
of God are spoken of as "spiritual stones"; they are called "the
temple of the Holy Ghost"; they arc said to be " an habitation of
God through the Spirit." Now, brethren, here is something exceedingly beautiful. We feel what injustice we are doing to such a subject,
obliged, as we are, to hurry over it. When you turn to the history of
the building of that temple, you find that when it had all been reared
up, and at the time of its dedication to the Lord, "the cloud filled
the temple, so that tI,e priests could not stand to minister because of
the cloud, for the glory of the Lord had filled the house of the Lord."
Compare this \\;th the 2nd of Haggai, where you have a prophecy
concerning the Lord Jesus Christ, and where you are told that" the
glory of the latter house shall be greater than of the former." Take the
72nd Psalm, wlllch is a passage referring altogether to the kingdom
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and what do you read there 1-" He shall
·have dominion from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of
the earth." The promise is that the knowledge of the glory of the
Lord shall cover the earth, as the waters cover the seas.
.
Now hastening on, as I am obliged to do, we must come to the third
bead, which is the doctrine of the Gospel taught in type. Need I
remind you of all the elaborate and minutely detailed services which
the people of Israel were obliged to observe 1 They had their periodical
services-their fifty years' services, their jubilee, their seven years'
services; they had their annual services-the day of atonement;
they had their monthly services-the new moon; their daily services,
when every morning and every evening there was to be a congregational
offering up of a lamb to God; the very thing which seems to have
been before the mind of John the Baptist when, as he pointed to the
Lord Jesus Christ, he said, what must have been easily tUlderstood
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by Jewish ears-" Behold the Lamb of God, Which taketh away the
sin of the world."
Oh, brethren, in the whole institution of sacrifices, the blessed truth
of the Gospel was brought out; for remember, it is not preaching
the Gospel to stand in our pulpits and to proclaim to men pardon of
sin; it is not the Gospel to say, God is merciful, and He will forgive
all your sins. The Gospel is, to tell men that" By JESUS, whosoever
believeth shall receive the forgiveness of sins"; pardon through
'CHRIsT-mercy through CHRIST. "IN WHOM we have redemption
through His blood, the forgiveness of sins." It is not preaching the
Gospel to tell men that God pardons sin, bnt it is preaching the Gospel
to tell men that the Lord hath "laid upon JESUS the iniquity of us
all." These are precious tidings for the sinner, to be told of the
transfer of all his guilt to JESUS. "Blessed," says the Psalmist,
" Blessed is the man whose transgression is forgiven, and whose sin is
covered."
But to look at that one beautiful institution of the morning and of
the evening sacrifices. Was it not as much as to say to that cougregation, Every hour during the day you are contracting fresh pollution;
but daily, as the morning and as tbe evening return, you shan have
your lamb offered up as a sacrifice unto God, and you shall find peace
to your conscience; from day to day, and from half-day to half-day,
you shall have the memorial of the pardon of your sin through the
blood of atonement 1 Oh, it did seem to flow like the beautiful
recurrence of the tide, which eomes to refresh the dry and barren
and rugged strand.
But again, we take notice of another type in which the doctrine
of the Gospel is taught. I allude to the institution of the passover.
We have Scripture warrant for saying that this was typical of Christ;
for in the 5th of 1st Corinthians wc read, "Christ our passover is
sacrificed for us." What was the passover 1 You remember when
the people of Israel were to be delivered from the bondage of Egypt,
the Lord said that He would smite all the firstborn of the Egyptians.
He commanded His own people to kill a lamb, and to sprinlde with the
blood of that lamb the two side-posts and the upper door-post of their
houses; and His promise was, that He wonld not suffer His destroying
angel to enter wherever He saw the sprinkled blood, whilst destruction
should come upon the house which was not sheltered by the bloody
lintel. The people of Israel were told that from year to year they were
to continue the remembrance of their deliverance from that Egyptian
bondage. Surely we must see that there is much in this whieh is
typical of the security of the Lord's people,-a people sprinkled with
the blood of Jesus Christ.
But again, what a beautiful typical institution was that of which
we read in the 16th of Leviticus, when on the day of atonement Aaron
was commanded to take two animals, the one animal was to be slain
a8 the victim bearing the curse; it died, an innocent victim, but it
died in the place of the guilty. There was another animal, and the
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command concerning it was this-" Aaron shall lay both his hands
upon the head of the live goat, and confess over him aH the iniquities
of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions in all their sins,
putting them upon the head of the goat, and shall send him away;by
the hand of a fit man into the wilderness." Now, take the Epistle to
the Hebrews, and what do you read there ~ That" By one offering
Jesus hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified." When a
believing Israelite saw his iniquities confessed over the head of that
goat, and when he saw that animal sent away to a land of forgetfulness,
or of separation, did he not find in the figure a type of that great truth
which we have in the 103rd Psalm-" As far as the east is from the
west, so far hath He removed our transgressions from us "; or as the
Lord says in the Epistle to the Hebrews, " Their sins and their iniquities
will I remember no more" 1
We shall say a few words as to another type, which we have in the
Old Testament Scriptures. It appears to me that the Gospel doctrine
was very beautifully taught in that story which we find recorded in
the 21st of Numbers. You are there told that the people of Israel
murmured against the Lord; the Lord sent fiery serpents which bit
the people, so that many of them died. The Lord told Moses to take
a pole, and put upon it a serpent of brass, and that whoever looked
upon it should be healed. This was a strange and an arbitrary appoint·
ment. The believing Je'v, looking to that serpent of brass, had the
he&ling of his wounds. Now, what does our Lord Jesus Christ say,
as recorded in the 3rd of J ohn ~-" As Moses lifted up the serpent in
the wilderness, even so must the Son of lIian be lifted up, that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." Now,
I do not tell you that the brazen serpent was a type of Christ, but I
say, that the lifting up of the brazen serpent was a type of the proclamation of Gospel doctrine. I think what the Lord Jesus Christ brought
that story forward to teach, was this, that what man never could have
planned for the healing of his wounds, God had planned and revealed;
that" as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness," so had God
appointed that the Son of Man should be " lifted up " in the Gospel,
" That whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." It was a look of a believing Israelite which brought
health to his body; it is the look of faith, the mind's look unto Jesus
Obrist, Who died" the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to
God," which gives healing to the poor soul.
Bear with me, brethren, while I tell you of an aged man 'with whom
1 was acquainted in England; a man who had been long leaning on
the arm of Jesus, and who had long known the security that there is
in Christ. That aged man, when his faculties were becoming weaker,
his sight dim, his memory failing, and he apparently tottering over the
grave, as I asked him if he could pray, if he could remember the
Scriptures, told me all was going, but said, "There is one thing
I can do, it is no effort; I can keep looki1U]." He remembered that
'word; " Look unto Me, and be ye saved." There is the Gospel doctrine.
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No works of ours, no penances, no fastings, no sacraments can save the
soul. It :is the record of the Lord's mercy in Christ, laid hold on in
the power of the Holy Ghost, because it is God's testimony; it is this
which saves the soul. The men who looked at the brazen serpent
received health and cure; the man who with his heart receives the
record which God hath given of His Son, that man has eternal life.
THE LORD,· A MERCIFUL GOD.
" For the Lord thy God is a merciful God."-DEUT. iv. 31.
THE Lord expresses here, in a parenthesis, a little of the exuberance
of His tender mercy. It breaks forth, it cannot be restrained. His
eye of Divine compassion is on them that are His by a Covenant mucn
older than the covenant He made with Abraham; a Covenant of
redemption, wherein His mercy is from everlasting to everlasting
upon them that fear Him; and the justifying righteousness of His
dear co-equal and co-eternal Sou is unto the children's children.
When a great forsaking of God and His way of truth takes place,
by them as a nation, He leaves to Himself a margin wherein He
exercises mercy. The immediate cause of the solemn judgments
from God, in bringing upon individuals and nations distress, perplexity,
and trouble, is their own departures from Him through the deceitfulness
oCsin, and a deceived heart, which turns them aside from God, His
truth, and His way. The remote cause is His sovereiguty, a sovereignty
which He will as surely manifest and vindicate when He shall demand,
" Those Mine enemies, which would not that I should reign over them,
bring hither and slay them before Me."
David also sang of mercy and of judgment. The Father hath
committed His judgments, yea, all judgment, into His hands Whom
He hath set King upon His holy hill of Zion. As we find most blessed
breakings forth of sovereign mercy, botn in the fornIer and the latter
days, to penitent Jews who have been led to seek Jehovah-Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost,-so we find the same most blessed. breakings
forth of grace under the Gospel dispensation, to sinner'S of the Gentiles.
And as Moses speaks of it as mercy, Paul speaks of it as grace, as riches
of grace. And we find Paul, ,discoursing on what some sinners of
Ephesus had been in their natural state and what sovereign grace
had done for them, also puts" By grace ye are saved" (Eph. ii. 5) in
a parenthesis.
It is very striking, and much to be noted and observed.
" Oh what refreshment fills the dwelling-place
Of Thine exuberant, unbounded grace!
Which with sweet power does joy and praise extort
In Zion's tents, Thine ever-loved resort ;
Where glad'ning streams of mercy from above
Make souls brim-full of warm seraphic love."
Such a sinner· as Manasseh, when he was in afRiction, besought the

"

The Gospel

11{ agazine

297

Lord his God, and humbled himself greatly before the God of his fathers,
and prayed unto Him; and He was intreated of him, and heard his
supplication. "Then Manasseh knew that the Lord He was God."
Yes, knew Him as David knew Him, that is, with a spiritual and
saving knowledge (Ps. cxvi.). David, in this Psalm, knew God so
as to love Him. Yea, says he, "Our God is merciful," which Jesus,
the faithful and tl1le Witness, confirms in these words: "As Thou hast
given Him power over all flesh, tllat He should give eternal life to as
many as Thou hast given Him. And this is life eternal, that they
might know Thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, Whom Thou
hast sent" (John xvii. 2, 3).
What greater manifestation could there be of tbe Lord being a merciful
God, than His making His people to differ from the people among
whom they dwelt on earth, who worshipped and served gods, the work
of men's hands, wood and stone, which neither saw, nor heard, nor
ate ~ We need not to go to Canaan, to Egypt, or to Ephesus, to find
these kinds of gods, and their worshippers. They were found in England
before and at the time of the great and blessed Reformation, and they
are found, alas! to-day. And as surely as the Lord showed mercy to
Lot by sending His augals to deliver him from the wicked and doomed
city of Sodom, so, in delivering His own dear elect from the errors,
tyranny, and detestable enornJities of the Bishop of Rome, did the Lord
show Himself to be a merciful God.
It is in the person of Christ, Who is the only Mediator between God
and men, that the mercy of God to sinners is manifested. Nowhere
else. is it to be found.
" Thy mercy, in Jesus, exempts me from hell;
Its glories I'll sing, and its wonders I'll tell ;
'Twas Jesus, my Friend, when He hung on the tree,
Who opened the channel of mercy for me."
Hence Jesus is called" the mercy promised to our fathers" (Luke i. 72).
Christ being the chief mercy, all other needful mercy, and mercies,
for the wilderness journey of those interested therein, are centred in
and flow forth from Him. In Old Testament times Jehovah showed
Himself a merciful G9d to David when He sent Nathan to him to
awaken him to a sense of his sin, and when he declared unto him,
being penitent, "The Lord also hath put away thy' sin; thou shalt
not die." In vain then did Ahithophel plot and plan against David.
His counsel must be overthrown, and so it was, by the same vanity
in Absalom which began the trouble. What mercy. we see shown to
David at Ziklag, when he was surrounded by circumstances which
might well appal the heart of any man. God in mercy gave him then a
view of His all-sufficiency, so that he conld say with Job, "I know
that Thou canst do everything," and stirred up in him a spirit of prayer
and supplication, and then strengthened him, inspired him with z~al
and courage, and gave him a great victory, with a recovery of all he
had lost, and much more; redeeming his life from destruction, and
crowning him with loving-kindness and tender mercies. .
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The Apostle Paul had a quick eye to perceive that the Lord, his
Covenant God, was a merciful God, as he instances in two of his brethren
and companions in labour-Epaphroditus and Onesiphorus. The
former had been sick, nigh unto death, but" God had mercy on him "you see he calls this mercy-" and not on him only, but on me also,
lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow." And the latter's kindness
in prosecuting a search for hinl when he was in Rome, he reckons a
mercy-a wildemess mercy-and desires for him in return that " the
Lord grant unto hinl that he may find mercy of the Lord in that day."
That is, not as Papists would have it, that some are to have mercy
shown them then who have lived and died without it in time, but that
he might be found at God's right hand.. As Lady Huntingdon has it :"When Thou, my righteous Judge, shalt come,
To take Thy ransom'd people rrome,
Shall I among them stand ? "
It must be so, for before that day the Master of the house shall have
risen up and shut to the door.
And in our own Gospel times, See the valiant Oliver Croinwell, a
man of faith and of prayer, one who was in the habit of committing
his way unto God. See him at Dunbar, he=ed in by the mighty host
of the Scots; see hinl waiting on God, as a man who knew the Scripture,
"Vain is the help of man," "My soul, wait thou only upon God."
And then, after his prayer, blessed in his soul with" the faith of God,"
when he saw the enemy's first movement from their vantage ground,
he could exclaim, " See, the Lord hath delivered them into our hand."
It was a crowning merey, and su.ch he owns it before God and before
men. He was in his day a champion of the Protestant religion, and
made the name of England to be feared and respected abroad, and gave
to Ireland more peace and security with:in her borders tITan she has
ever had since.
Birkenheail.
G. A.
======
THE BLESSEDNESS OF TRUSTING IN CHRIST.
NATION.~L unrest has led many of us to pouder on the stable and
lasting faithfulness of our Covenant God in Christ. Even the most
solemn contracts between man and man are liable to be violated. We
have been admonished in the Word of God to put not trust in man,
in the" arm of flesh." Often have we seen both in our mvn times and
in reading of the past how literally this has been fulfilled-the unreliability of man and the faithfulness of God. We read of the Divinely
blessed man that he is blessed whose trust is in the Lord. See Ps. xxxiv.
8: "Blessed is the man that trusteth in Him." And again, Ps. xl. 4 :
" Blessed is that man that maketh the Lord his trust." It is very
cheering to trace the way in which the Lord blesses His trusting people,
completely and faithfully.
First let us notice the place of trust. See Ps. xci. 4: "He shall
cover thee with His feathers, and under His wings shalt thou trust."
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of Thy wings." We see that
Boaz, when addressing Ruth, said, "The Lord recompense thy work,
and a full reward be given thee of the Lord God of Israel, under Whose
wVngs thou art come to trust." In Ps. xvii. 8 we have the prayer,
" Hide me under the shadow of Thy wings," and Ps. lvii. 1: "In the
shadow of Thy wings will I make my refuge." Again, in Ps. Ixiii. 7 :
" In the shadow of Thy wings will I rejoice." So we see how tenderly
the Lord treats His dear children. He does not place them in the open,
so to speak, to be a possible target for the enemy; but He places them
in security under His own almighty wings, covered with His feathers.
Notice, dear reader, feathers and wings are not an outer separate
covering, as a cloak or coat; they are growtlt. Thus the trusting one
is covered by Himself. Oh! the sweetness of it all! To be put in a
place of protection close to Himself, hidden in Himself, so that no
attack can reach the safely folded believer underneath His wings.
How does He defend 1 "Thou savest by Thy right hand them which
put their trust in Thee." "Thy right hand "-indicating strength,
power, skill. Remember, dear children of God, it is not a power
competing with other powers; it is almighty, supreme. And this
power is exercised on behalf of them that trust in Him.
We read also of the time to trust. "What time I am afraid, I will
trust in Thee," is one inspired writing to reassure the fearing. "I
will trust and not be afraid" is another, buoying the spirits of the
hopeful. And again, "Trust in Him at all times." "All times "for we need to trust in Him in joy lest we be full and forget; we need
to trust Him in sunshine lest we be blinded by the world; we need to
trust when faith is strong and when difficulties press; when dangers
threaten, when Satan assaults; in the calm and in the stonn; when
surrounded with the smiles of friends and when alone; when in health
and when in sickness; when strong and when weak. At all times
trust in Him.
Thus, having seen that he who trusteth in the Lord is blessed, and
having seen the place of trust and the time of trust, let us consider
some of the blessings which the Lord hestows on the trusting soul.
" He is a buckler to all them that trust in Him" (Ps. xviii. 30). A
huckler is a shield worn in front, and so in danger we stand hehind God.
Everlasting strength and unassailable power are before us. Well
then may we rest, covered with His wings, protected by Him as our
shield. Again," He that trusteth in the Lord, mercy shall compass
him ahout" (Ps. xxxii. 10). "Compass him about," that is, on all
sides he is surrounded by mercy. As we view our lost sinful souls
Iiaved in love, redeemed with precious blood, hidden in Him, compassed
with mercies innumerable, we may indeed exclaim :covert

" Streams of mercy never ceasing
Call for songs of loudest praise."
Again, " The Lord shall ... save them because they trust in Him."
Save them with an everlasting salvation. Save for His name's
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sake, save with the saving strength of His right hand, He Who is the
" mighty to save." "Salvation! oh, the joyful sound."
Again, " My heart trusted in Him and I am helped." Marvellously
helped by the Lord God. There is a remarkable expression in Ps. cxix.
175: "Let Thy judgments help me." It is wonderful if we study the
ways of the Lord to see how His very judgments-His visitationshave helped, have paved the way, so to speak, for the real well-being
of His people. The dealings of His hand, the interpositions of His
providence, are all exercised for the true prosperity of His trusting
sons and daughters.
" Amidst ten thousand dangers,
Which everywhere abound,
The pilgrims and the strangers
Alone secure are found"
for they are the peculiar treasure of the Lord, and His delight.
Again: "None of them that trust in Him shall be desolate" (Ps.
x:uiv. 22), or, as it is in the margin, " guilty," or as the Revised Version
has it, "condemned." The Prayer Book version has it " destitute."
What a complete assurance He has given to His dear redeemed people.
They shall not be desolate, for He is with them to appear for them.
They shall not be destitute, for He shall provide. They shall not be
guilty, for their Saviour pleads His own righteousness on their behalf.
They shall not be condemned. "Who is he that eondemneth ~ It is
Christ that died, yea rather that is risen again, Who is even at the right
hand of God, Who also maketh intercession for us." Who shall lay
anything to the charge of God's elect, fenced round as they are on all
sides from all fears ~ Who shall separate His trusting people from
His love, in their safe, sheltered, unassailable place, under His wings ~
Who but our God would be so tenderly considerate, so " very pitiful,"
so "mindful of our low estate," as to gently fold us beneath His
covering wings and then bid us trust--rest--wait patiently for Him.
Again: "Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in Him; and
He shall bring it to pass" (Ps. xxxvii. 5). Commit--thatis to hand over;
and having handed over, trust. "He shall bring it to pass." He will
not suffer thee to fail. Again: "His heart is fixed, trusting in the
Lord." Fixed-settled and firmly placed or, as it is in the Prayer Book
version, " standeth fast." What blessedness to have a fixed, stea<).fast
heart, not wandering, but ever resting on the one Object. Again:
" Our heart shall rejoice in Him, because we have trusted in His holy
name." How happy to have a rejoicing heart! Rejoicing is frequently
mentioned in the experience of David, the "man after God's own
heart." He was often hemmed in by foes; he wandered, and was cast
down in his soul; but when the light of God's countenance shone,
then how fervently he rejoiced. He rejoiced in the Word of God as
one that findeth great spoil. He rejoiced in salvation. He rejoiced
in the shadow of the wings of God. He rejoiced in the reiguing
supremacy of the Lord. He rejoiced in God Himself, and this because
he trusted in Him.
.
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Then, lastly, we read in Ps. xxxi. 19: "Oh, how great is Thy
goodness, which Thou hast laid up for them that fear Thee:
which Thou hast wrought for them that trust in Thee before the sons
of men!" Great goodness, stored-up goodness, wrought goodness, displayed goodness. Words fail to express the exceeding greatness. "As
the heaven is high above the earth, so great is His mercy"; "from
everlasting to everlasting"; it" passeth knowledge" and " passeth
understanding" in its vastness. Then it is "laid up" goodness, or
" treasured up." "All manner of pleasant fruits, new and old, which
I have laid up for thee, 0 My beloved." "Hope laid up for you in
heaven." "There is laid up for me a crown of righteousness." We
cannot tell what wondrous goodness is laid up for us .in the prepared
City above, as well as in our pilgrim state below. Then it is "wrought
goodness," "wrought salvation," "wrought wonderfully," "wrought
in- Christ." Ab! believer, here is the sweet keynote of all wrought
goodness-in Christ. It is not thine own inherent goodness or acquired
goodness which is "wrought for them that trust in Thee"; but
" Thou hast wrought for them" in Christ, the Sin-Bearer. We may
well express " great goodness" as Christ Himself. Wrought" before
the sons of men." His sinless life, His atonement on the cross, His
resurrection and ascension were before the sons of men. His work
by the Holy Spirit in them is evidenced before the sons of men, and
His great glory to come will be manifested also. His goodness is
past, present, and future. "Hast wrought," past; "How great
is," present; "laid up for," future. It is goodness from everlasting
to everlasting.
What a God is thine, 0 blessed trusting child of God! Amidst these
changing times, violated agreements, and restless uncertainties, put
thy trust in Him and rest. He is the unchanging faithful Covenant
God, Who keepeth Covenant and mercy. _Thou shalt never, never,
never be disappointed in Him Who is " the same yesterday, and to-day,
and for ever."
" Thus through this world of trouble
His saints in safety go."
Do notice, dear reader, how all is Christ and in Christ. The trusting
is on Christ; the place is in Christ; "under His wings"; the accomplishment of all blessmgs is Christ Himself. Christ is the shield and
buckler of His people, the never-failing Helper at all times. He is the
Gt ilt-Bearer, so ·that " none of them that trust in Him shall be con·
demned." He is the guarantee that " shall bring it to pass." He is
the Saviour of them that trust in Him; the Rest of the" fixed heart,"
the fulfilment of all encompassing mercy, and the crown of all rejoicing.
He is the great laid-up wrought-out. goodness for all His people, appearing at all times on their behalf as their Substitute and Deliverer. He is
their crown of righteousness, and of rejoicing, and of glory. He is in
them, and they are in Him. for ever.
" My Christ He -is the heaven of heavens,
My Christ is all in all."
NETTlE.
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WAYMARKS IN THE HISTORY OF THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
IT may not be altogether out of place at this time, when the future
well-being and upkeep of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE are causing those
who are closely associated with it much anxiety, to speak of the
encouragement received from various sources, and thus to acknowledge
with deep indebtedness the loving words of our scattered readers,
whose letters have so encouraged the Lord's witnesses whose only aim
and desire are the spread of the Truth to His glory, to go on trustfully
and believingly. That the eye of the Lord is upon His Truth we doubt
not; His Word for it! "Are not Mine eyes upon the truth 1" Nor
can we doubt, as we review the past history of our MAGAZINE, that He
will yet preserve it. When we consider the chequered history of its
earliest days, its time-honoured continuation, and the eminent servants
of Christ whose names have been connected with it, I think, dear
readers, we have sufficient ground to hope that He Who has so eminently
blessed it in the past will yet bless and preserve it.
Commenced in the year 1766 and called "THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE OR
SPIRITUAL LIBRARY," it was prefaced with this plain-spoken declaration:
" The design of this publication is to promote vital religion, fervent
devotion, and true piety; and this good design is to be carefully
continued and earnestly pursued. May God be pleased to direct us,
and enable us to carry on this important concern for His glory, and the
spiritual benefit and advantage of our readers: for without real
religion, and the knowledge of God, and the way of salvation by Jesus
Christ, there can be no trne happiness." . . . Thus wrote Mr. Gurney,
the Editor in that year.
With the seventh volume in 1772, THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE was discontinued for two years. When revived in 1774 it tmderwent a slight
change in its second title, and was called instead of the "Spiritual
Library," "THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE OR TREASURY OP DIVINE KNowLEDGE."

Again, in 1783 (I quote Mr Thomas Wright as my authority), " THE
GOSPEL MAGAZINE ceased to exist, and the New Spiritual Magazine
took its place. In 1796 THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE was revived by
Toplady's friend, Mr. Waiter Row, who continued the management of
it till his death."
It would seem to have undergone another change in 1836, when the
title-page gives, "The Fifth Series of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE AND
THEOLOGICAL REVIEW, considerably enlarged, Volume First." In the
preface, the editors, writing from Bagshot, Christmas Eve, 1835, draw
attention to the following interesting facts: "About seventy years
since, the ill-fated Dr. Dodd. who was Chaplain to the King, published
what he entitled, The Christian Magazine. It lasted, if we are rightly
informed, about six years, and then evaporated in smoke. This was
followed by THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE, under the management of i'lIr.
Gurney, which disappeared after a fcw years' existence. It was then
revived again in 1774, with.the same title, by Mr. Mason, the author
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of the D·ivine Treasury, a writer of enlarged views in the doctrines of
grace and of deep experimental knowledge in the Divine mysteries of
the kingdom of God. After two years' continuance, he resigned the
editorship to Mr. Toplady, who only held it for the short space of a
year and a hall; his health not permitting him, he relinquished the
superintendence. Mr. Erasmus Middleton, a clergyman, author of the
Biographin, Evangelica, succeeded to the post, but after four years the
publication, not receiving encouragement, was again suspended; this
temporal demise was in the year 1781. Mr. de Coetlogan, late Rector
of Godston, a clergyman of learning and talent, as also of great and
extensive popularity, launched another bark, named it the Theological
Magazine; it kept afloat for about six years, the title then changed
to The Divine Treasury, when at the end of the second year the concern
was obliged to be given up. IIfr. Timothy Priestley, a dissenting
minister, and brother to Dr. Priestley, followed, as it were in rotation,
and sta.rted, with the revival of the former title, The Christin,n
Magazine; it got on for about four years, but lagged most heavily;
at last a junta took it in hand, and renamed it Evangelical; it was
ushered into the Christian department by high-sounding authority."
And the editors go on to say, speaking of the rcmarkable changes
this periodical had undergone, " Amidst a host of enemies this publication, by the good hand of our God upon us, strengthening our efforts,
has continued as a miracle."
In 1852 the title of PROTESTANT BEACON was added. The then
beloved Editor, Dr. Doudney, writing from Bonmahon, gave the
watchword Ebenezer in his preface, saying, "We speak to His praise,
and for the comfort and encouragement of those who may have
the Lord's work powerfully laid upon their heal'ts, cntailing as the
conducting of this magazine does, au anxiety and a thoughtfulness
and a responsibility, which seldom leave us free with head, heal't and
hand, one clear hour together, and that month after month and year
after year; yet with present feelings, we should count it the severest
deprivation, the heaviest cross, did the Lord see fit not to allow us to
continue at our post."
Again, in 1796, it received a new secondary title, that of " The
Theological Rwiew," and contained in its preface a high appreciation
from" a Clergyman of the Church of England," who wrote thus of it
to the publishers: "In these days of blasphemy and rebuke, of
infidelity, heresy and error . . . and declension . . . and the lamentable indifference of the greater part of the professors of orthodoxy
respccting the progress of pure, unadulterated, Christian verity, the
few friends of the truth as it is in Jesus, whose hearts tremble for the
ark of God, united at the throne of grace, for the revival of genuine
religion. by the pouring forth of the Spirit of truth, to discover its
bcauty, glory and importance to the religious world, and so to make
men valiant for the truth (Jer. ix. 3). The God of truth heard their
supplication, and in the commencement of this year, THE GOSPEL
MAGAZINE again made its appearance. The perusal of this first
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number, exhibiting the plan, and presenting a specimen of the work,
afforded the most refined pleasure and satisfaction to all who read it
with a taste for' the whole counsel of God' and pure, unmixed divinity.
It filled their souls with holy joy, mingled: with tears of gratitude and
thanksgiving to the prayer-answering God. . . . The materials are
the very best; none of your flimsy compositions, which are neither
law nor Gospel, but sterling truth, in all its brilliancy and glory. A
vein of pure, uncorrupted divinity runs through this work, with
pleasing variety, such as does honour to the hearts and heads of those
engaged in it, and cannot fail in giving edification and comfort to every
class of readers. In a word,· the materials bring this periodical work
up to its character and title, viz., A GOSPEL MAGAZINE." .
And further, in this same appreciation, the writer refers to the many
difficulties which the proprietors had to combat, and says, " But THE
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, shall it sink? Shall this valuable work be discontinued for want of advocates to support it ? God forbid! I am
shocked to hear that THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE is likely to end this year
for want of support. To express my concern for which, and if possible
to prevent such an unhappy event, I have taken the liberty to address
my dear brethren, though the least of all, and do respectfully and
affectionately entreat them by the love of the truth, to 'contend
earnestly for the faith.' This will be effectually done by spreading the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE. The said request cannot be considered as originating from any sinister view, as the writer is wholly unconnected with,
yea, an entire stranger to the publisher, etc., etc."
This volume, that of 1796, contained that lovely sermon by Toplady
delivered at Broad Hembury Church, January 23rd, 1774, on the
text, Isa. Iv. 12, and "taken down in shorthand by a proficient
writer;" as also his' lovely "Death Song," as it has been called,
" When languor and disease invade."
I have been led to quote much of the above letter as coming from
an independent source, and because it seems just the language of many
hearts to-day though one hundred and sixteen years later. The writer
of that day said: "Should the MAGAZINE have to be suspended, the
. Publisher will suffer considerable loss, the sale not being sufficient to
defray the expenses. As it cannot be expected that the future weight
of such an undertaking should fall upon one individual, it must therefore
be discontinued, unless some persons in whose power it is to assist,
come forward to support it." Referring to the work of later days,
however, there is this difference. When in the years 1903--1904 the
continuance of our loved MAGAZINE was in jeopardy, and, the Lord
working in the hearts 0.£ His dear people to " give willingly," it was
saved, our present beloved Editor very wisely safeguarded it by placing
it in the hands of godly trustees, who thus have lovingly shared the
burden with him. But the day has again come when a cloud of
anxiety hovers over our MAGAZINE, hints of which have reached the
readers through the pens of the Editor and Mr. Perrott (see the
issue of Dec., 1911, page 755); and again have loving appreciations
from our dear correspondents been forthcoming!
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THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE AND PROTESTANT BEACON has in its history
had connected with it, as Editors, the honoured names of WilIiam
Mason, Author of The Divine Treasury, Erasmus Middleton, Augustus
Toplady (whose hymn of hymns " Rock of Ages, cleft for me" first
appeared in print in its pages); WaIter Row; David Alfred Doudney ;
George Cowell; and James Ormiston. These have been the honoured
instruments in God's hands of carrying on this delightful work:
Scattered indeed over a world-wide area has been this seed of eternal
life, and many have been the testinIOnies as to blessing received from
the pemsal of its pages, from east, west, north. and south; from India,
Africa, Australia, and America, as well as from many parts of the
British Isles, in the present as in the years past. And though through
death, the circulation of the MAGAZINE is now much decreased, yet
still its readers are lovers of the pure truth of God, and delight
in its pages as their monthly portion and means of grace. An aged
saint, well known and loved by the writer, delights to take all her
friends to see her own special library, and to anyone whose affectionate
interests circle around our time-honoured MAGAZINE, it is a pleasure
to look upon those rows of shelves containing over sixty neatly bound
volumes of consecutive years, of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE!
Another reader in the north-east of England, who has been deprived
of the means of grace as regards the preaching of the everlasting Gospel,
writes, " The days are dark. There are many clouds and threatening
evils, but one of the greatest to our mind is the thought of the dear old
GOSPEL MAGAZINE being discontinued."
Another fragrant testimony comes to hand from one who, with her
beloved husband, rejoices in the MAGAZINE. "I am struck with the
oneness of the dear writers in this first month of another year! One
would have thought that you arranged to write on the same theme.
Dear Mr. Houghton has' The mercies of the Lord,' and you have' The
tender mercies and lovingkindnesses.' . . . I have not read them all
yet, for I like an hour to myself to really enjoy it, and try to read the
first three pieces, and they take some time. . . . And now I must take
you a long way back. I have a letter by me from an aged friend who
lives at R-. She has been here twice, and Dr. Doudney's photograph
called to remembrance early days. She writes: 'I have had the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE for 1848 given me. If you have it, turn to the first
piece in the May number and read it. Dear man! I feel as if I can
hear him now.' This writer was first convinced of her lost state
through the late beloved Dr. Doudney's writings, and received much
comfort from him when many years after she was permitted to hear
him preach in London."
In another letter, just to hand, from one who has long been devoted
to the MAGAZINE, is this sentence: "I am thankful to God for a heart
to appreciate the truths contained in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE." To most
if not all our readers, the name of the beloved and revered Rev. William
Lush is known. A recent letter from him is an encouraging word and
strengthening testimony to the treasure put into earthen vessels and to
20
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the power of individual testimony. ,He writes: "I was much touched
by your kind note and enclosure, as also to hear that dear Mr. Ormiston
is so marvellously helped. Truly we may say' What hath God wrought:
and I do pray that he may yet be spared for some time to minister to
thatJittle flock who hang upon his lips to hear the Word of truth, the
Gospel of their salvation. His last days are evidently his best days,
. as they can· testify to whom his message comes not in word only but in
demonstration of the Spirit and of power. We have lived to see a day
of darkness and of gloominess in the churches, and unrest everywhere
in the world; and things will get worse and worse as the time of the
end draweth nigh. Corporate testimony has failed, and individual
testimony is all that is left. Man's organizations and endeavours to
regenerate a fallen world without Christ must come to naught. And
, when the Son of Man cometh, shall He find the faith upon the earth 1 '
, Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord.' May we be kept faithful if but
feeble witnesses for truth and against error.
• 'You know the glowworm in the dark
Shines all he can, though but a spark,
And what can he do more 1 '
•

Thus may we shine as lights in a dark world, holding forth the Word
of life. My sight is too far gone to do more than dictate this letter.
I have to commit Psalms and everything to memory for the desk, as I
cannot read a letter from the time that I open the Prayer Book till I
close it. Best love to you and your circle of friends and dear Mr. 0."
This beautiful letter contains much encouragement, in that the Lord
owns and accepts the individual testimony of His witnesses, and that
the written words of truth are carried where the ministry is silenced.
Likewise cheering is another precious letter to hand from a sorrowing
one. "I do enjoy THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and dear Mr. Ormiston's
pieces are so sweet! Indeed I do not know which contribution is not
sweet. Mr. Houghton's 'I will sing of the mercies of the Lord for
ever' is so very helpful and comforting. That is just what I want to
do-sing of His mercies." And from another lonely one: "THE
GOSPEL MAGAZINE has always been read by us with pleasure and
spiritual enjoyment;. but somehow the whole of it is dearer and
sweeter to me now. The dear Editor's pieces seem so deep, so sweet,
and so tender. It is simply marvellous how the dear Lord upholds
and strengthens him, and will continue to do so just as long as He
requires his services; and afterward, the 'Well done, thou good and
faithful servant, enter thou in~o the joy of thy Lord! ' "
Now, beloved readers, when one gets such cheering words as these,
perhaps from some remote little village, where there is no means of
grace: "We look eagerly for the dear GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and we pray
for the writers"; or from across the seas: "You cannot tell what
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE is to us in this far-off country, where alas! we
can hear nothing but error"; or some words of encouragement from
city or town from some solitary one, does it not do much to strengthen
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our hands and establish our desire that this God-honoured and timehonoured magazine shall not be allowed to cease 1 Nor do I think it
will! God's eye is ever upon His truth. The GOSPEL MAGAZINE has
had a very chequered history, and several times has it seemed as though
the enemy of the Word of God and His Truth were to triumph. But
" There is none like the God of J eshurun, Who rideth on high for thine
help," and He Who " sitteth above the water-floods," " sitteth a King
for ever." He it is who overrules all adverse circumstances to bring
about good to His people and glory to Himself, and when the days are
dark and heavy clouds of trouble loom, God, even our own God, can
show how He can turn the threatened trial into blessing, and bring
good out of the pending evil. May grace-exercised hearts trust Him
and wait only and wholly upon Him, " Who hath delivered, Who doth
deliver, and in Whom we trust that He will yet deliver," and work
victoriously to His own glory and His people's good. Let us encourage
.our hearts as we go on, humbly trusting Him and knowing that our
" labour is not in vain in the Lord."
• R.
"NOT YOUR OWN."
" Ye are not your own, for ye are bought with a price.- therefore glorify
God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's."-l COR.
vi. 19. 20.
SINCE the Fall, when our first parents sinned through unbelief of the
word of God, and gave credence to the devil's lie, man by nature has
cast off conscious dependence upon God, as the creature of His hand.
He no longer submits to His will, or believes His Word. The testimony
of the Scriptures is clear upon this point: "And you hath He quickened,
who were dead in trespasses and sins; wherein in time past ye walked
according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the
power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: among whom also we all had our conversation in times
past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of
the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others"
(Eph. ri. 1-3).
God's will is not done. " There is none that doeth good, no, not one"
(Rom. iii. 10-12).
God's Word is rejected and disbelieved. "The natural man receiveth
not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him"
(1 Cor. ii. 14).
The Christ of God, the Saviour of the world, is turned away from;
for man by nature is unwilling to go to Him, as He said to the Jews:
" Ye will not come to Me, that ye might have life" (John v. 40).
The natural man considers himself to be his own, free to follow the
bent of his own will, to gratify his own desires, to go his own way.
God's way, God's salvation, are despised. "We have turned every
one to his own way" (Isa. lrii. 6). The men of the world claim to
be their own, practically saying: "Our lips are our own, who is Lord
over us ~ "
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Lawlessness characterizes man by nature, which will, at the end of
this age, be headed up in .. the lawless one," in high.handed rebellion
against God, His Christ, and His people. Perhaps there never was a
time when mankind was so much actuated by a selfish, independent
spirit. The Bishop of Durham has recently written: .. It is no un·
known thing now for whole 'schools' of opinion to decry Christian·
ity on the ground that it inculcates relative duty as a primary demand
upon man, instead of leaving him free to 'realize himself,' to 'live
his own life.' "
Such a state of things we have been forewarned will distinguish
.. the last days," for the first·named characteristic of those" perilous
times" is this: .. MEN SHALL BE LOVERS OF THEIR OWN SELVES"
(2 Tim. iii. 2).
But by Divine grace, God's people are no longer their own, but
God's-His property-His own.
Of Israel Moses said: .. The Lord's portion is His people, Jacob is
the lot of His inheritance" (Deut. xxxii. 9), and Jehovah declared:
.. This people have I formed for Myself; they shall show forth My
praise" (Isa. xliii. 21).
This is equally true of His Church. The Lord Jesus speaks of the
whole election of grace as given to Him of the Father (John vi. 39 ;
x. 29; and xvii. 2).
The Apostle Peter writes (1 Peter ii. 9): .. Ye are a peculiar people,"
that is, a purchased people, a people for God's own possession; and
similarly the Apostle Paul in his epistle to Titus, chap. ii. 14. The
words of Psalm c. are the language of the whole Church: .. Know ye
that the Lord He is God: it is He that hath made us, and not we
ourselves: (margin," and His we are ") we are His people, and the
sheep of His pasture."
God's people, lost in the Adam fall, have become His in an especial
manner-by purchase. .. Ye are not your own, FOR ye are bought
with a price." The price was the life of the Lord Jesus Christ, as He
said: .. The Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, but to
minister, and to give His life a ransom for many" (Matt. xx. 28).
It has been objected that the idea of purchase brings down the
atonement to the level of a commercial transaction. But it is clearly
revealed, and if properly understood it tends to deepen our knowledge
and apprehension of the great love of God toward us. For what is
the transaction of purchase 1 Is it not that something valuable or
valued-money, its equivalent, or some other thing of value-is
exchanged for that which is more necessary to, or more highly prized
by the purchaser. He gives up that which is intrinsically valuable,
for that which, for certain reasons, he holds in higher esteem, and
desires to acquire.
And did not God in His wondrous love to His people, give His only
begotten Son, .. the Son of His love," that they might be redeemed
unto Himself 1 "He that spared not His own Son, but delivered
Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all
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things 1 " (Rom. viii. 32.) And did not the Lord J esns Christ give
His life, shed His precious blood, to·purchase the Chnrch of God 1 (see
Acts xx. 28.) "Christ loved the Church, and gave Himself for it"
(Eph. v. 25). This was the" price" with which we were" bonght."
" Forasmuch as ye lrnow that ye were not redeemed with corruptible
things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by
tradition from yOUl" fathers; but with the PRECIOUS blood of Christ"
(1 Peter i. 18, 19). Thus we have become God's own possession!
How wonderful are the words of Christ in His intercessory prayer
(John xvii. 9, 10): "I pray not for the world, but for them which
Thou hast given Me; for they are Thine. And all Mine are Thine, and
Thine are Mine; and I am glorified in them."
This truth is very practical. "Ye are not your own, for ye are
bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body, and in your
spirit, which are God's." Some Greek manuscripts omit" and in your
spirit which are God's," and end the verse at the word" body." So
the Revised Version. Doubtless the emphasis is upon the word" body,"
as appears from the context.
God's people are not their own, but, through redemption, His
own possession, in order that they may be brought again to entire
dependence upon Him, to do His will, show forth His praise, and serve
Him with willing hearts. "Ye are bought with a price; be not ye
the servants of men" (1 Cor. vii. 23). "Being made free from sin"
(as from a slave-driver), they have become devoted" servants to God,"
and have their "fruit unto holiness" (Rom. vi. 22). "Ye are a
chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people;
that ye should shew forth the praises of Him Who hath called you out
of darkness into His marvellous light: which in time past were not
a people, but are now the people of God" (1 Peter ii. 9, 10). "Looking
for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and
our Saviour Jesus Christ; Who gave Himself for us, that He might
redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar people,
zealous of good works" (Titus ii. 13, 14). May God's grace and power
keep us from lapsing into the spirit of the age, a spirit working in the
Church, even in apostolic days, as Paul writes: "All seek their own,
not the things which are Jesus Christ's" ! (Phil. ii. 21.)
One may be mistaken, but it does seem as if God's people at the
present time, speaking generally, lack much of that spirit of liberality
to His cause and His saints, which ought to be dominant among them,
and which was more in exercise, it may be, in days gone by.
Let us all give heed to this matter, and, remembering that the
members of the" one body in Christ," are" everyone members one of
another," let us, by His grace, exhibit that love which" seeketh not
her own" (1 Cor. xiii. 5), and heed the God-breathed eYhortations :
" Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the
things of others" (Phil. ii. 4), and, "Let no man seek his own, but
every man another's wealth" (i.e. welfare) (1 Cor. x. 24).
Fartown, (Bask.), Canada.
REV. ROBERT J. NOYES, B.D.
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PRECIOUS OINTMENT.

"Thy plants are an orchard of pomegranates, with pleasant fruits;
camphire, with spikenard, spikenard and saffron,. calamus and
cinnamon, with all trees of frankincense,. myrrh and aloes, with
all the chief spices,' . . . Awake, 0 north wind,. and come, thou
south,. blow upon my garden, that the spices thereof may flow out."CANT. iv. 13, 14, 16.

" A GOOD name is better than precious ointment" (Eccles. vii. 1).
" A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches, and loving
favour rather than silver and gold" (Prov. xxii. 1). "Because of the
savour of Thy good ointments, Thy name is as ointment poured forth,
therefore do the virgins love Thee" (Cant. i. 3). A good name truly
is given to the children of God, a precious name, the name of names,
even the name of Christ, the Anointed. What an honour to bear the
holy name! "The disciples were called Christians first in Antioch "
(Acts xi. 26). Is the name exceedingly precious to us, and do we
love to subscribe with our ha.nd unto the Lord, and SUl'1lame ourselves
with His name 1 "Unto you therefore which believe He is precious,"
or, an honour (1 Pet. ii. 7, see margin). "Fear not; for I have
redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art Mine."
" Even everyone that is called by My name" (Isa. xliii. 1, 7). "Thou
shalt call His name Jesus; for He shall save His people from their
sins" (Matt. i. 21). "There is none other name under heaven, given
among men, whereby we must be saved" (Acts iv. 12). "If ye be
reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye" (1 Pet. iv. 14).
How jealously careful we should be lest we cause any to blaspheme
that worthy name by the which we are called (James ii. 7; 1 Tim. vi.
1; Rom. ii. 24). "Dead flies cause the ointment of the apothecary
to send forth a stinking savour: so doth a little folly him that is in
reputation for wisdom and honour" (Eccles. x. 1). "Take us the
foxes, the little foxes, that spoil the vines: for our vines have tender
grapes" (Cant. ii. 15). "Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth
the whole lump 1 " (1 Cor. v. 6). A little folly, a little self-indulgence,
a little doubt, a little (1) sin, will send forth a corrupt influence. They
are as " flies of death" in the costly ointment. " Let every one that
llameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity" (2 Tim. ii. 19).
"For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are
saved, and in them that perish" (2 Cor. ii. 15).
Repentance is beautifully connected with ointment in Luke vii.
37-50. The goodness of God leads us to repelltance. It is His work
in the soul. The woman who was a sinner brought her alabaster box,
but the fragrant oil was as nothing to the Saviour, compared with the
contrite tears that fell on His feet. Those tears were put into His
bottle and noted in His book (Ps. lvi. 8). And the record has touched
many hard hearts, and caused other penitent tears to flow. Judas
might call her offering" waste," but the Lord approved, and accepted
It. This grateful thank-offering was very costly, very precious. Is
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not the repentance of every sinner very precious to Jesus 1 Is not the
deepening sense of sin, the deeper repentance of a believer, precious to
the Lord 1 He paid a great price to redeem His people, even His own
precious blood (1 Pet. i. 19). "The redemption of their soul is precious"
(Ps. xli.'<:. 8). And the Lord smells a sweet savour in all the gifts His
children bring to Him, and in all they do for others in His name (Gen.
viii. 20, 21; Phil. iv. 18; Mark xvi. 1; Luke xxiii. 56; John xix.
39, 40).
The reproof of the r·ighteous is "an excellent oil" which does not
" break the head," but rather comes home with great power to the
backslider's conscience (Ps. cxli. 5). "Faithful are the wounds of a
friend" (Prov. x..'<Vii. 6). The Friend often reproves His people when
they need it, usually through the medium of the Word, which is an
excellent oil and very healing to the sin-sick soul. There are times
when Christians are bidden to reprove one another, and much grace
and humility are needed if we would really do "a kindness" (Luke
xvii. 3, 4; Gal. vi. 1; 2 The>s. iii. 15; 1 Tim. v. 20; 2 Tim. iv. 2).
The unity of the breth"en is another lovely grace likened to precious
ointment in Psalm cxxxiii. Unity among His children is fragrant to
the Lord, refreshing as the dew of Hermon. And this also is the work
of His grace. "Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace" (Eph. iv. 3). "And above all these things put on
charity, which is the bond of perfectness" (Col. iii. 14). Those who
are anointed with the Holy Ghost have abiding unity with all their
fellow-bclievers. The bond of peace, the bond of love, unites the
Universal Church, and heals the breaches thereof.
The prayers and praises of these anointed ones, and all their testimony;
are" as incense" to the High Priest (Ps. cxli. 2; Rev. viii. 3, 4). He
creates the fruit of the lips, and claims it as His own. He bids us
offer sacrifices of joy and thanksgiving continually (Isa. Ivii. 19; Hosea
xiv. 2; Ps. iv. 5; xxvii. 6; I. 14, 23; cvii. 22; cxvi. 7; Jonah ii.
9; Eph. v. 20; Heb. xiii. 15). There is no sweetness, no costly
frankincense in nature. But Christ cultivates the beds of spices in
His garden, and wakes the north wind with the south, that the spices
may flow out. His lips drop sweet-smelling myrrh (Cant. v. 13;
vi. 2). So also, in their measure, will ours, as we speak His words
which have a sweet savour to all who love them. As we yield our
lips to Him, He gives us many a word in season wherewith to refresh
the weary; many a word of healing and comfort (Isa. I. 4; Prov.
xxvii. 9; James v. 14).
And the service of consecrated Ohr·isMans has the self-same odour.
The hands drop with myrrh, and, the fingers with sweet-smelling
myrrh when they work for the Lord (Cant. v. 5). The ointment of
the right hand bewrayeth itself in many ways (Prov. xxvii. 16). The
faith and patience, the meekness and submission, of the Lord's children
are precious to Him (1 Pet. i. 7; iii. 4; 2 Pet. i. 1; Cant. i. 12; iv.
10, 13, 14; v. 1). The anointing of the Holy Ghost abides in the
believer and teaches him all things. "Ye have an unction from the
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Holy One, and ye know all things" (1 John ii. 20, 27). The Church of
Christ is " perfumed with myrrh and frankincense, with all powders
of the merchant." The daily life and conduct of believers should be
such that all might take knowledge of them that they had been with
Jesus. "How fair is thy love, My sister, My spouse! How much
better is thy love than wine! and the smell of thine ointments than
all spices! "
Whitwell, Norfolk.
HENRIETTA G. BOWER.

"IN YOUR PATIENCE."
" YE shall not go out with haste, nor go by flight: for the Lord will
go before you; and the God of Israel will be your rereward." So the
anxious restless hearts of the people of Jacob are stayed upon the God
of patience. And He renews their strength, so that they can endure;
He increases their faith, so that they find that sanctified waitingsuffering, it may be, according to the will of God-is better than having
the wings of a dove and hastening out of this stoDny wind and tempest.
HE could wait, as some one has said, a whole past eternity till the
evening and the morning of the first day came. He could" afford to
wait" for temple praise, while the stones were yet being cut and
sqnared. His people, captived and exiled by spiritual need or the
hedging up of their ways, may hasten to be loosed; but He teaches
them to believe-to leave themselves more with Him, to more contenteqly wait till their change come. He calls Himself the Shepherd
of Israel. His name is named upon the spiritual seed of the patriarch,
who thus pleaded the cause of his helpless dependent flock: "My
lord knoweth that the children are tender, and the flocks and herds
with young are with me; and if men should overdrive them one day,
all the flock will die. Let my lord, I pray thee, pass over before his
servant: and I will lead on softly, according as the cattle that goeth
before me and the children be able to endure." Such was the solicitude
of Jacob, and it was as nothing compared with His Who says, "Ye
My flock, the flock of My pasture, are men, and I am your God, saith
the Lord God."
Many other things He says "as they are able to bear." At
times they are able to bear a great light to shine upon their pathsa sweet answer to prayer-a strong deliverance. Then God hastens
His work to perfonn it. He Whose chariots have been so long in
coming, now leaps upon the mountain of separation, skips upon the
hills of difficulty, and J oseph, streugthened with might in the inner
man, the iron having entered his soul, is brought hastily out of the
dungeon and set among princes. His people, their long captivity over,
their slow hard bondage broken, are thrust out of Egypt, their enemies
being urgent for their departure. "Hastened and pressed on by the
king's commandment," "the decree was given" that meant "light
and gladness, and joy and honour" to the people of the Lord, " the
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pcople of His inheritance" (Esther viii. 14). His is not an inheritance
gotten hastily at the beginning with an unblessed latter end (Prov.
xx. 21). Jacob might look round on what "God had graciously
given" him, and call to mind the twenty years of toil, the heat of the
days, the cold of the nights, the unkindness and injustice of Laban ;
but he had the God of Abraham and Isaac for his God, and knew that
his family was to be spoken of for a great while to come. And in His
flock God sees a people whom He loved and tbought of in an eternity
gone, for whom He delivered up His Sou, whom with omnipotent
patience He has been taking home to Himself since the world began.
" Make haste, my Beloved," was the longing request of the Church
for ages, and the Messenger of the Covenant-their Hope of Salvation,
in Whom they delighted--{)ame suddenly in the fullness of time to His
temple. "Surely I come quickly," is His last message as He closes
the Word of His grace, and the Spirit answers, "Even so, come, Lord
Jesus." And so His saints know that " He that shall come will come
and will not tarry." , They know that the day will come when like
J oseph's brethreu they will haste and go up to their Father and tell
the glories of J esns. But the time is in His own hand. He knows
what lines upon lines, lines upon lines, are still to be learnt here in all
their walking through this wilderness. He knows what comforts,
consolation, and goodness they are yet to see in the land of the living.
He knows every thought that comes into their miuds. He knows the
vengeance, wrath, distress, and desolation that abound; but His love,
the love that could choose, redeem, and lead them, is changelessly
with them, and every day blessing them He says, " In your patience
possess ye your souI s. "
FOLLOWER-ON.
A PAGE FROM DR. THOMAS GOODWIN.
How is it so peculiarly attributed to Christ that He dwells in us, seeing
we find in Scripture that the other two Persons dwell in us also 1
God the Father dwells in us (1 John iv. 12, 13). "If we love one
another, God dwelleth in us." And" hereby know we that we dwell
in Him, and He in us, because He hath given us of His Spirit." And
verse 15: "Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God,
God dwelleth in him, and he in God." Now it is evident that it is
God the Father spoken of, for he speaks of Him in the next words
(verse 14): "Who sent His Son to be the Saviour of the world";
and he speaks of God as distinct from Christ: "Whosoever shall
confess that Jesus is the Son of God "-there is Christ-" God dwelleth
in binl." Who 1 The Father.
My brethren, by the way I observe, this seems to have been a phrase
to express a man to be a Christian by, that God dwelt in him, and
Christ dwelt in him. Thus in the primitive language, for you see he
brings signs of it: "Hereby we know that we dwell in Him, and He in
us" ; and so again in 1 John iii. 24, " He that keepeth His commandments dwelleth in Him, and He in him. And hereby we know that
•
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He abideth in us, by the Spirit which He hath given us." So that He
makes this to be the character of a Christian, that he is one in whom
God dwells, and Christ dwells; and this to be the sign of it, that he
keepeth His commandments, and hath His Spirit in him. The like
language you have in 2 Cor. xiii. 5: "Know ye not that Christ is in
you," etc. This of the Father, that He dwells in us. ButThe Spirit dwells in us (Rom. viii. 11): "He that raised up Christ
from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by His Spirit
that dwelleth in you." Here is the Holy Ghost dwelling in us too.
You see Jesus Christ dwells in us too. So he prays " that Christ
may dwell in your hearts by faith." So that all the three Persons
dwell in you; that is the first auimadversion, which is introductory to
others that follow.
But then you will say to me, How are these distinct 1 How is it that
God the Father dwells in us 1 and how is it that God the Son dwells
in us 1 and how is it that God the Holy Ghost dwells in us 1 Truly,
brethren, it is a hard thing to distinguish it. Yet often you find some
eminent character or other attributed to one Person by an eminence
which is proper to Him and not to another, whereby there is some
distinction which ariseth unto us. Now take this of dwelling in us,
and you shall find that distinction thus :1. God the Father is said to dwell in us by love. God the Father
doth more eminently dwell in us by our apprehensions of Him ill love;
both in His love to us, and our loving of Him; so you will find it in
1 John iv. 16: "And we have known and believed the love that God
hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth ill love dwellet't in
God, and God in him." Brethren, a man that hath great apprehensions,
or any true apprehensions of the love of God to him, and his heart is
kept dwelling and abiding on them, he doth thereby dwell in God
the Father. If you look to the whole Scripture, the eminent property
that is ascribed to the Father is love: "The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and the love of God the Father." Though Christ loves us too,
yet it is the Father's love is the original of all. The more you apprehend
the love of the Father, whether you do it in assurance, or whether you
do it in adoring that love, and cleaving to that love, and following
after that love, you apprehend in the Father; the more you do this,
the more doth God the Father dwell in you; therefore the Apostle
prayeth, " That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith, that ye being
rooted and grounded in love," but it is in the love of God the Father.
Bnt2. Jesus Christ dwelleth in us by faith-so it is said here-and we
live in Christ by faith (Gal. ii. 20): "I live; yet not I, but Christ
Jiveth in me : and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the
faith of the Son of God." But does not Christ dwell in us by love
too 1 It is certain that Jesus Christ dwelleth in us by love too; for
He is our Husband, and therefore it must be that He also dwelleth in
us by love. But yet for all that, though He dwell in us by love, as
well as the Father, -yet our converses with Him are more eminently
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by faith; He dwelleth in us by faith-not but that the Father dwelleth
in us by faith too-but Christ more properly. Aud in Acts xx. 21
it is called" repentance towards God and faith toward our Lord Jesus
Christ"; not but that we repent unto Christ too, but faith is the most
eminent thing towards Christ in this life. But3. The Spirit is said to dwell, in us also; but, my brethren, the
Spirit is not said to dwell in us by faith: which yet is not to be understood as if we did not believe in Him, but that the soul doth exercise
the main of its acting of faith upon Christ, as its more specially delighted
object; but the Spirit lies, as it were, hid in the heart, and works
faith in us toward Christ, and love in us toward God. I do not say
that we are not at all to exercise faith and love upon the Spirit: there
is faith in the Spirit-it is said in the Creed, "I believe in the Holy
Ghost "-and love to the Spirit, in a Christian; as you find in Romans
xv. 30. It is said there, " For Christ's sake, and for the love of the
Spirit." So that there is a love towards the Spirit in a Christian, a
love in us to the Spirit, for the Spirit's own love to us. As also,
because it is the Spirit that sheds abroad the love of God in our hearts.
The Spirit works in us love to God and faith in Christ Jesus; but He
lies hid, and, as it were, dormant in our hearts, and we little perceive
how He is in us.

1llrotestant JSeacon.
JOHN WICKLIFFE.
By THE LATE DEAN LAW, M.A., OF GLOUCESTER.
SURELY thanksgiving is the happiest exercise of the heart. Our
chief joy is to encircle God's throne with the praises of adoring love.
Hence the most blessed life is that which abounds with fervent praise.
The common themes which awaken these delights verily are countless:
they flow in ceaseless stream. Contemplate our insular positionour shores protected by the ocean's walls-our temperate clime-our
fertile soil-our well-watered fields, and vast sources of temporal
abundance. Mark, too, our unrivalled Constitution-our limited
Monarchy-our unfettered press-the pure administration of unsullied
justice-schools for instruction of all grades-sufficient care of poverty
in sickness and in age-our happy homes-our domestic comfortsour hallowed Sabbaths. These blessings raise us high above the
nations of the world. Shall we receive them, and not bless the God
Who gives 1 An expostulating voice sounds around, "Forget not all
His benefits."
But what are treasures of wealth, or stores of learning, or advance
in art and science, and pre-eminence in civilization, compared with
spiritual blessings! As time vanishes before eternity, so things
temporal recede before things everlasting. What would earthly
blessings be unless they led to spiritual peace and guided to a heavenly
home! This thought suggests the contemplation of our highest
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mercies. We have the light of Gospel-truth. The way to God, to
pardon, and to life eternal, is our heritage. The pages of the Bible
are open for perusal. Here is the blessing of blessings, and, by God's
grace, we owe these blessings to the Reformation.
Can we utter the name of Reformation, and not feel that thanksgivings should be deep and fervent 1 This is the year in which these
praises find especial vent. We are now called to think of Luther and
the heroic grace and power imparted to him-his noble triumphs over
Papal thraldom and darkness; his disinterment of the pure truths of
the Gospel. This year celebrates the fourth centenary of his birth.
This grateful reminiscence is indeed due. With thankfulness we witness
the zeal with which the memory of the great Reformer is prized and
revered. But surely at this season we should not be forgetful of some
heroes who preceded him in denouncing the corruptions of Rome, and
who were the first to unfurl the banners of revealed truth.
England had seen bright days anterior to the blaze of light in Germany.
Before Luther shone in full-blown lustre, our Wickliffe had arisen as
a luminary of Divine truth. He has been justly termed the Reformation's Morning Star. He had preached the Gospel more than a century
and a half prior to the birth of which we are now preparing to celebrate
the anniversary. It is then a happy task to go back in thought to his
noble work, and in thanksgivings for Luther to add, too, thanksgiving
for the English Wickliffe. A hamlet in Yorkshire was the place of
his birth in the year 1324. Little is known of his earliest years. No
incidents are recorded. As a youth he pursued scholastic learning at
the three Colleges of Queen's, Merton, and Ballio!, in Oxford. Here
unrivalled powers of intellect, quickened by indomitable industry,
distinguished him. Ardent was his thirst for learning and keen his
penetration; he reasoned with consummate skill, and forcible was
the current of his eloquence. At first these gifts were devoted mainly
to the literary pursuits of the age. But as God sent Staupitz to
enlighten the mind of Luther with the true knowledge of His Word, so
at this time the teaching of Bradwardine became a ray of light to
Wickliffe. This celebrated teacher was now proclaiming the Gospelscheme of salvation. The glorious revelation soon charmed the intellect
of Wickliffe. He heard, he marvelled, he admired! He found delight
in pondering truths before which the theories of schoolmen were but
darkness. He feasted on the wondrous plan of man's redemption
from the ruins of the Fall; and of the pathway through grace to the
celestial home. His intellect was enlightened and delighted. But
for a time these truths lingered in the vestibule of speculation. He
paused at the threshold, because he had no heartfelt sense of the
miseries and penalties of sin. Up to this moment he had not fully
embraced Christ as a personal and indwelling Saviour. But God, Who
works in His own time, now by His providential dealings gave new
birth to his soul. The plague, which had devastated the length and
breadth of Europe, reached the place of his abode. Multitudes fell
around him; death stared him in the face. The grave seemed gaping
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to receive him, He was affrighted; terrors sprang up; he had grasped
no living hope, He feared that his state might be eternal woe, But
now the Gospel-truths which he well knew in letter, were brought to
him in mighty power. He clasped the Cross of Christ, which hitherto
he had only admired at a distance. He closely appropriated the
atoning Sacrifice. Every fibre of his heart entwined around an indwelling Redeemer. He personally realized an interest in the Gospeltruth. He thus felt that Christ's atoning work, in all its efficacy, was
for him. The wondrous story became the life of his souL Thus God
qualified him for the course on which he was now to enter. Strong in
the faith of Jesus, and glowing in His love, he advanced to the Reformer's work. The sickle was sharpened, for the harvest was ripe.
The stone and the sling were in the youthful hands, for the Goliath of
error was ready for his falL Clearly and boldly he continued to proclaim
at Oxford the all-conquering truths of redeeming love. The word was
verified, " I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men unto Me." Converts
were multiplied, and heavenly light was rapidly diffused.
At this time disgust and indignation at the rapacity of the mendicant
Friars particulal'1y filled his mind. He boldly exposed the corruption
and iniquity of their vile extortions, and showed their system to be
fraudulent imposture.
He proceeded further to denounce the tyrannical usurpation of
the Tiara. The Pope claimed England as his fief; boasted that its
monarch was his vassal, and demanded contributions from its revenues
as God's vicegerent upon earth. Wickliffe came forward, and was the
first to shake to its foundations these arrogant pretensions. His logic
was profound; his reasonings unanswerable; his deductions from
Scripture carried irrefragable force. Thus he was the pioneer of
liberty; and this English hero was the first to bring emancipation
from fraudulent autocracy. He supplied the reasonings and the
arguments which enabled England to resist and to defy the Pope.
So he aimed the first blow at Rome's secular power. All praise be to
God Who raised up this champion of Liberty!
He stopped not here. He proceeded to prove that the tree which
produced such corrupt fruit, was corrupt in core, and in every branch.
He applied the light of Gospel-truth to all Rome's spiritual delusions.
He proved that the sacrifice of the Mass was a baneful superstition.
He exposed the blasphemy that Bread and Wine became the real Body
and Blood of the Son of God. He pulled aside the veil which had
hitherto obscured the frightful features of the Papal creed. He opened
the door to admit true and spiritual worship. Thus, too, he was the
first openly and boldly to assail the fables and deceits of the Antichristian usurper. Let us be thankful for him as the foremost in the
noble army of Reformers. It becomes us to exalt him as, under God,
our pride and glory. It is not, however, the province of this article
to be biographic. Let it suffice to say that alarm was felt at Rome.
Again and again he was denounced as hereticaL His trial and conviction were demanded; but God as often interposed. As a distinguished
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Prince of Saxony protected Luther, so the illustrious John of G,,;"nt
and the widow of the Black Prince extended shields around him.
Great, however, were the perils of this noble man; and a cruel death
seemed often to be near. More than once the crown of martyrdom
almost touched his brow. But signal providences screened him.
Political events absorbed attention. Edward Ill. was carried to his
grave; rival Popes claimed the throne of the Seven Hills. While
they hurled thunderbolts at each other, and each proclaimed his rival
to be Antichrist, Wicldiffe escaped prominent notice, and was permitted
to retire to his peaceful parish of Lutterworth. There he gave his time
to perhaps his grandest work. Assisted by a friend,-at this time one
with him, but afterwards an apostate,-he accomplished the translation
of the inspired Word into the Anglo-Saxon language. He unlocked
the door for floods of heavenly light to permeate the land. Inestimable
was this boon. It gave form and character and stability to our
language, and checked its relapse to the confused Babel of illadjusted words. He well earned the title of the Father of English
Prose.
But poor indeed was the literary treasure when compared with the
spiritual gift. For what is the Bible but a revelation of God-His
attributes, His will, His grace, His glory, directing to immediate
intercourse with Him through the merits of His beloved Son-proclaiming free pardon through atoning blood-diffusing peace in the
conscience, joy in the heart, and meetness for eternal life. Thus
Wickliffe stood a herald of Reformed truth.
In this year the anniversary of Luther loudly awakens love for these
truths, and zeal to maintain and propagate them. More precious are
they than all wealth of worlds. Shall we not clasp them to our heart
of hearts, counting all things but loss for their knowledge, resolved to
transmit them pure and unimpaired to our children and children's
children.
How vain are all pulpits which fail to exalt these Protestant truths!
If they are ignored, or obscured, or denied, the preacher is as a pilot
steering to hidden rocks-presenting a poisoned chalice-spreading a
pillow lulling to the sleep of death-a signpost pointing to destlJlction.
May England never see the day when these truths shall become dim ;for then farewell to all the happiness of her sons at home, and all the
glories of her name abroad!
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.
WE would remind our friends of our 105th Annual Meeting, on Friday
evening, May 3rd, at 6.0 o'clock, in the Cannon Street Hotel. Particulars will be found upon the cover of the MAGAZINE.
On Thursday evening, May 23rd. at 7.30 o'clock, the Annual Sermon
will (D.V.) b@ preached in St. Bride's Church, Fleet Street. by the Rev,
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E. W. Moore, M.A., of Emmanuel Church, Wimbledon. The attendance
of our supporters is cordially invited.
A very encouraging Sale of Work was held at Balcombe, Sussex,
on Tuesday, April ~nd. The Rev. D. L. Secretan, Rector of the
parish, presided, and warmly advocated the principles and work of
the Society. The Secretary gave an address, and Mrs. Outram opened
the Sale. The Hastings and St. Leonard's Auxiliary, in connection
with which the Sale was held, is doing good work. Miss Marchant, of
Hastings, and Miss Pearce, of Balcombe, will be happy to communicate
with local friends.
During the month the Secretary has also visited Camberwell,
Norbiton, and Acton in the interest of the Institution, and the Committee have been encouraged by many new friends coming forward.
A noble donation from Lancashire, from a warm friend of the Lord's
aged poor, has greatly helped to ease the pressure upon the funds,
for no less than 1619 pensioners, in all parts of the United Kingdom,
are upon the books. The increasing claims cause many errands to the
Throne of Grace, and from Him Who sitteth thereon supplies have
always come, in accordance With His precious promises.
For 105 years the Society has been maintained upon the basis on
which it was established, and whilst its rules have been modified from
time to time, its principles are what they have always been. Its
benefits are for the Lord's aged poor only; that is, for those who have
by Divine grace been drawn to follow" the Shepherd of the sheep."
Whilst some of these are radiant with love, others are weak and
trembling, but they have been received not as "brisk talkers," as
Bunyan calls some false pilgrims, but as those whose faces are" Zionwards." Within these Scriptural lines the Society is undenominational,
and is a centre around which all who love vital truth can gather, with
one end in view, and that the glory of our Covenant-keeping God in
ministering to His poor and aged people. One of the Society's warmest
and earliest friends, the late Rev. J. Harington Evans, said: "In
every instance in which we have been wanting in love to our brother,
we have been wanting in love to Christ." May the waters of Christian
bounty flow in the channel provided by the Society, as from a fountain,
and not from a narrow-necked bottle.
In one of the Homes an inmate has recently been called to her rest.
She had in early years entered domestic service, and amidst many
difficulties taught herself to write. The Lord called her by His grace,
and after years of trial she found a dwelling in our home. She loved
to converse upon the Word of Life, and notwithstanding failing memory
she repeated to a friend :"I come! Thy servant, Lord, replies;
I come to meet Thee in the skies,
And enter heavenly rest.
Now let the pilgrim's journey end;
Now, 0 my Saviour, Brother, Friend,
Receive me to Thy breast! ".
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As we go to Press, we learn the tragic tidings that the Titanic, the
gigantic and most luxuriously appointed passenger liner, has been
lost-totally-in an ice-pack, off the coast of America. The fine
vessel sank in two miles depth of water, and it is asserted that 1635
persons have perished! Only 705 escaped. This awful disaster is
indeed a Divine rebuke of the human pride of " the last days" !
The third Home Rule Bill was introduced by the Prime Minister in
the House of Commons on Thursday, April 11th. It is plain that the
Protestants of Ulster are uncompromisingly hostile to this measure.
What the issue of the fight will be God only knows.
The great coal strike is now over. On Saturday, April 6th, the Miners'
Conference adopted the resolution of the executive advising a return
to work, and so, after lasting nearly six weeks, this great industrial
struggle has come to an end. We earnestly hope that the arrangements
which have been made, under the Minimum Wage Bill, for the settlement
of the questions in dispute in the various mining districts, will prove
satisfactory. A London daily says: "The strike began on February
29th. It is believed to have cost not less than £20,000,000. The
losses of the railway companies alone have been over £3,000,000, the
miners have lost in wages some £5,000,000, and other trades about
£2,000,000. The miners' funds have been depleted by £1,500,000, and
the general cost to trade, to individuals, and to public bodies is estimated
at from £8,000,000 to £9,000,000. The King sent a cheque for £1050,
and the Queen, and Queen Alexandra each sent a cheque for £1000 to
Mr. John Burns for the relief of distress caused by the strike. The
Prince of Wales also sent a cheque for £500 for the same object." On
the generosity which the coal strike has called forth the English Churchman quotes with approval the following: "The coal strike is teaching
us some useful lessons. One of the most important is the utter dependence of the poorer members of the community upon the kindness and
generosity of the well-to-do. On all hands we read of wealthy men
distributing fuel and food among their tenants and the poor generally.
This is as it should be, but it provides a strong illustration of the baselessness of the accusations levelled by Socialists and agitators against
the 'selfish rich.' The unhappy victims of the coal strike have nothing
to thank the miners for. Without the generous aid of the employing
classes their lot would be pitiable indeed. Here also we would bear
tribute to the self-denying efforts of clergy and others who cannot be
in any sense called rich, yet who are giving out of their limited means
and toiling continuously for the relief of the cold and hungry."

