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Who comfortet.h us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 OOB.. L 4.

SILENT IN HIS LOVE!

.

"He will be silent [margin] in His love."-ZEPHANIAH ill. 17.

" THE LORD thy GOD in the midst of thee is mighty; He will save,
He will rejoice over thee with joy; He will rest in His love; He
will joy over thee with singing; "-such is the sure promise of the
Divine lips to the whole company purchased with the precious
blood of CHRIST, His dear SON. It is the seal of the everlasting
Covenant that has decreed this certain settlement, and it abides
eternally. Heaven and earth shall shortly pass away, but the
Word that pledges the smallest of the holy promises made to faith
in the changeless Covenant, shall never be moved. "The irrevocable
utterance of J EHOVAH'S lips knows no change! For the gifts
and calling of GOD are without repentance" (Rom. xi. 29). It
may be said boldly that the related words, "redeem" and" redemption," are in the inspired Epistles repeatedly used by our REDEEMER
regarding His atoning work. Thus, we are told that the LORD
JESUS was Himself made under the law, " that He might redeem them
that were under the law"; and that He has in fact redeemed
believers from the curse of the law, being made a curse for them"
(Gal. iv. 5, and iii. 13).
The precious Name of this one and all-sufficient SUBSTITUTE
grows in fragrance, in proportion as faith finds the nearer communion
with Him. Her beloved LORD encourages the heart that loyally
17
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trusts Him! She tells us in the Song of Solomon how He had
been made, to he.r soul as the richness of the odour of spikenard,
and now she utters His praises, as treasures of myrrh which she
carries hidden in her bosom. No figure, as one writer has remarked,
could better express her affection, and desire, that He should
always be next her heart. She also compares Him to a cluster of
camphire in the vineyards of ENGEDI. Happy, too, are they by
whom the LORD JESUS is esteemed as spiritual myrrh, and by
whom He is regarded as the choice productions of the tropical
vale! The vineyards widely diffuse the scent .of these melIiferous
plants, and minister their reviving juices to the spirits of the faint
and the weary. The presence of the LORD is freely spread abroad
by the Bride, who co=unes secretly upon His preciousness. She
resembles in this respect her adorable LORD, of Whom it is said:
"All Thy garments smell of myrrh and aloes and cassia." So
it is in measure with those who love Him, and are much in close
fellowship with Him. One, in this connection, reflects sweetly:
"The atmosphere that surrounds such an one will breathe his
fragrance, and tell of him, even when his lips are silent. Unconsciouslyoften, yet plainly, he will reveal the secret of his communion,
the source of his delight:

I love the Name of JESUS,
IMMANUEL, CHRIST the LORD;
Like fragrance on the breezes,
His Name abroad is poured.
, His mouth is most sweet; yea, He is altogether lovely. This
is my BELOVED, and this is my FRIEND, 0 daughters of JERUSALEM.' "

In the exalted spirit of this holy reflection we may here quote
some thoughts of Dr. Moody Strrart, D.D., "Yet myrrh is not so
much a flower, or shrub, gathered in bunches. as a fragrant juice
in drops; and a bag or casket of myrrh is probably the more exact
idea :, As myrrh new bleeding from the tree,
Such is a dying CHRIST to me ;
And while He makes my soul His guest,
Thy bosom, LORD, shall be my rest.' "
Such blessings are ours, dear fellow believers, when grace enables
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us to hide the promise of our dear LORD'S indwelling presence
within our poor hearts. How delightful are the nearer fellowship
of His risen glory, and the communications of the" It is I; be not
afraid!" As the dear Scottish writer remarks: "It is CHRIST
in you fragrant as a bundle to all around, even when you are not
conscious for yourself, nor aware of its fragrance to others. If
you are bearing Him about with you in your bosom, that bundle
of myrrh will be alway and in every place 'unto GOD a sweet
savour of CHRIST, in them that are saved, and in them that perish.'
How blessed to be ever, consciously or unconsciously, a savour of
JESUS CHRIST to men; how much more blessed to be a savour of
CHRIST unto GOD! Such a sweet odour to GOD and to man you
will become by clasping your blessed LORD as a casket of precious
myrrh.
'From this enfolded bundle flies
His savour all abroad;
Such complicated sweetness lies
In my INCARNATE GOD.'''
Like the sweet resolution of the instructed youth in the Book
of Proverbs, dear reader, may you thus everywhere bear about the
scattered influence of a Presence which shall serve to gladden the
sad spirits of the heavy-hearted and the weary, and to softly wipe
away the tears of those that weep.
There is a grace, which is vocal while it yet is silent. It is a
still small, voice-but it speaks. The ear of faith is quick, and
can hear its testimony. It is " the voice of my BELOVED!" The
merest whisper of that VOICE deeply moves the believer's heart,
and he graciously responds to the call of the love that utters it.
"Blessed is he who recognizes the music of the BRIDEGROOM'S
voice, and rejoicingly responds: "Behold, He cometh leaping upon
the mountains, skipping upon the hills" (Song ii. 8). Yes,
hearken :" The voice of my Beloved sounds
Over the rocks and rising grounds;
O'er hills of guilt and seas of grief
He leaps, He flies to my relief."
How marvellous is the delight which the LORD takes in His
Bride! The spouse of CHRIST is the only thing upon earth which
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may be likened to "a garden" and to " a fountain." All else is
but a moral wilderness. The Church is the garden of CHRIST,
planted by His hand, and watered by His care. And it is "a
garden enclosed"; its pomegranates and pleasant fruits are for
Him only. It is a spring shut up, a fountain sealed, so that He
alone may enjoy it. It is this holy exclusiveness which makes
the hope of GOD'S people a peculiar joy to His heart! One has
well remarked: "The sister and spouse of the LORD is a garden
with every kind of pleasant fruit, and aromatic spice tree. All
the spices which were blended in the ointment and the incense
made for the sanctuary and which typified the human graces of
CHRIST'S character, are found in this choicest of gardens. The
primeval paradise may not be compared with it. No such productions were among the trees 'pleasant to the sight and good for
food,' which the LORD then made to grow. No such odours were
wafted on the evening breeze which found the cedars, cypresses,
and chestnut trees of EDEN." " The cedars in the garden of GOD
could not hide him; the fir trees were not like his boughs, and the
chestnut trees were not like his branches; nor any tree in the
garden of GOD envied him." Brethren," The LAMB is all the
glory of IMMANUEL'S LAND," and it is for His promised appearing
that we humbly and patiently long and wait! Reader, do we not
join our hearts in joyful song?" Haste thee on from grace to glory,
Arm'd by faith, and wing'd by prayer,
Heaven's eternal day's before thee;
Gon's right hand shall guide thee there;
Soon shall close thine earthly mission,
Soon shall pass thy pilgrim days,
Hope shall change to glad fruition,
Faith to sight, and prayer to praise! "
Our blessed SAVIOUR has long waited for the promised appearing
-and the nay is surely "at hand"! The Bride, long excluded
from her rightful portion, surveys with supreme delight her bloodpurchased domain, and exultingly exclaims, "My vineyard, which
is mine, is before me"; and turning to her beloved SPOUSE, she
adoringly exclaims, "I am my BELOVED'S, and my BELOVED is
mine! "
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" Come, LORD, my head doth burn, my heart is sick,
While Thou dost ever, ever stay:
Thy long deferrings wound me to the quick,
My spirit gaspeth night and day.
o show Thyself to me,
Or take me up to THEE! "
Come, LORD JESUS, with all Thy saints; "Come quickly" ;
Thy blood-bought Church awaits Thee, oh, Come!

Clifton.

" O'er the Beloved City
No temple towers arise;
For those who there adore their GOD
Behold Him with their eyes.
No veil is in the Holy Place,
No shrine obscures the light;
B-ut for one face of radiant grace,
E'en glory were not bright.
Hail to the Holy City,
Where the GOD-MAN is adored;The royal, sacred cityThe City of the LORD! "
THE EDITOR.

TRULY sin kills. Men are dead in trespasses and sins, dead in law,
dead in their affections, dead in a loss of comfortable communion with
God. Probably the greatest practical heresy of each age is a low
idea of our undone condition under the guilt and dominion of sin.
While this prevails we shall be slow to cry for reviving or quickening.
What sinners and churches need is quickening by the Holy Ghost.William Plumer.
WHEN the Lord's people are brought very low, let them not look for
a lifting up or relief except from God only; therefore say they, " Help
us, 0 Lord." Such as have laid hold on God for salvation promised in
the Covenant, may also look for particular deliveries out of particular
troubles, as appendices of the main benefit of salvation; therefore,
" Help us, 0 God of our salvation," say they. When men do ask anything, the granting whereof may glorify God, they may confidently
expect to have it; and in special when God may be so glorified, and
His people may also be preserved and comforted. "Help us," say
they, " for the glory of Thy Name: and deliver us." As the conscience
of sin useth to step in oftener between us and merey, so must we call
oftener for remission of sin; for earnest affection can double and treble
the same petition without babbling. It is the glory of the Lord to
forget sin, and when remission of sins is prayed for according to God's
promise, the Lord's glory is engaged for the helping of faith to obtain
it: "Purge away our sins, for Thy Name's sake."-David Dickson.
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THE IMPORTANCE, EXCELLENCE, AND PERPETUITY OF
CHARITY.
"Oharity never laileth."-l CORINTHIANS xiii. 8.
"THIS chapter," says an able Christian writer who has been
compared to Calvin for his "exegetical tact" and "transparent
clearness," "although devoted to a single Christian grace, and
therefore not to be compared with the eighth chapter of Romans,
or with some chapters in the Epistle to the Ephesians, as an unfolding of the mysteries of redemption, still has ever been considered
as one of the jewels of ScriptUIe. For moral elevation, for richness
and comprehensiveness, for beauty and felicity of expression, it has
been the admiration of the ChUIch in all ages." The" single
Christian grace" to which the chapter is devoted is that of Charity
or Love. The word" OCCUIS about 116 times in the New Testament,
and is translated love in all places except twenty-three; and in these
the departUIe from the common usage is altogether arbitrary"
(Dr. Charles Hodge). In 1 Cor. xiii. the word OCCUIS nine times.
There can be no question, then, that the subject of charity or love
occupies a prominent place in the inspired Word, and we who hold
the doctrines of sovereign and discriminating grace should give this
subject a frequent place in OUI meditations. Vain will it be for us
to have clear views of Divine grace in OUI heads, if we are destitute
of the grace of love in OUI hearts. All the truly chosen" vessels of
mercy" " are taught of God to love one another" (1 Thess. iv. 9).
DUI chapter speaks of the importance, excellence, and perpetuity
of Charity.
First, let us think of the importance 01 this great Ohristian grace.
The chapter opens with a reference to fOUI of the extraordinary or
miraculous gifts of the Spirit which characterized the ChUIch in
Apostolic times. These are the gift of tongues, the gift of prophecy,
the gift of knowledge, and the gift of miracles. Charity or love,
the Apostle teaches, is more important than all these, and he further
teaches that it is possible to possess one or more of these gifts and
yet to be destitute of love. "Though I speak with the tongues of
men and of angels, and have not charity," I am of no more value
than "sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal." "Though I have
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the gift of prophecy and understand all mysteries [the secrets of
redemption] ... and have not charity, I am nothing."
Balaam, against his will, had the gift of prophecy for a time, but
he was destitute of the" new heart," and therefore destitute of that
love which is the fruit of the indwelling Spirit. Further, a man
might be endowed with "all knowledge," the special knowledge
which the Apostle numbers amongst the extraordinary gifts of the
Spirit, and yet be destitute of love. (See 1 Cor. xii. 8-11.) So he
might have" all faith," so that he could perform miracles like the
cursing of the barren fig tree, and yet he might be without love, and
so be nothing in the sight of God. (Compare 1 Cor. xiii. 2 with Matt
xxi. 21.) Even apart from the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit, we
ourselves recognize the superiority of love over the great natural
gifts with which some men are endowed. We may admire the gift
of burning eloquence which some men possess; but if along with
that gift there is pride, rudeness, discourtesy and want of sympathy,
we shrink from contact with such men. How solemn in this
connection are the words of our Lord: " Many will say to Me in
that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Thy name 1 and
in Thy name have cast out devils? and in Thy name done many
wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew
you: depart from Me, ye that work iniquity" (Matt. vii. 22, 23).
The Lord will not speak thus to His true people. Of them it is
written, "The LORD knoweth them that are His." All such have
His Spirit, and therefore all such bring forth the fruit of love.
The importance of charity or love is further shown by the Apostle
when he says: "Though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor,
and though I give my body to be burned and have not charity, it
profiteth me nothing." How different is the Scriptural conception
of charity from that which obtains amongst men of the world!
Such call a man charitable who gives largely of his wealth for the
benefit of those in distress, or for the building of elaborate churches,
or their adornment with stained-glass windows, marble reredoses,
and magnificent "altar-cloths." But we are here tll.ught that a
man may give away all his property, and may even give his own
body to be burned, and yet he may be destitute of love to God and
love to his neighbour. The charity or love of which the Apostle
speaks is not a natural grace. It does not spring up in nature's Boil.
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It is the great evidence of the new birth. "We know that we have
passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren." We
know, therefore, that we are the subjects of the regenerating and
quickening power of the Holy Ghost if we love the people of God.
Hence this love is only manifested by believers in Christ. "By
this shall all men know that ye are My disciples if ye have love one
to another" (John xiii. 35).
Charity, then, is more important than supernatural gifts; it is
more important than the sacrifice of one's possessions or even the
sacrifice of one's self, for it is the great evidencfl that its possessor
is born again of the Spirit, justified by faith in Christ, numbered
amongst the children of God who have been chosen in Christ before
the foundation of the world.
Secondly, let us think of the excellence 0/ this Ohristian grace. In
the first place it is excellent because 0/ its olYjects.
The supreme 0 bj ect of love is God Himself. "Thou shalt love
the LORD thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy mind." But why do believers love God? Is it not
because they realize His love to them ~ "The love of God [God's
love to us] is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which
is given unto us." Hence we can say, "We have known and
believed the love that God hath to us," and having a deep sense of
His love in our hearts, we can add, "We love Him, because He
first loved us." The next object upon which love rests is God's
children. "Everyone that loveth Him that begat, loveth Him
also that is begotten of Him" (1 John v. 1). There can not be love
to God unless there is also love to God's children. "This commandment have we from Him, that he who loveth God love his
brother also." Moreover, that love which comes from God is even
extended to enemies. "I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless
them that curse you," is the comma.nd of Him Who loved us and
gave Himself for us. Truly that must be an excellent grace which
is full of affection for God, and for God's children, and is manifested
even to those who hate us. But, as we meditate on this subject,
do we not feel how much we come short of this high standard?
Have we not reason to bow our heads in shame for our failure to love
as we ought ~ And should we not fervently and devoutly pray
that our " love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and
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in all judgment"·~ (Phi!. i. 9.) How blessed when it can be said
of God's people, "We are bound to thank God always for you,
brethren, as it is meet, because that your faith groweth exceedingly,
and the charity of eoory one of you all toward each other ahoundeth "
(2 Thess. i. 3).
In the second place, this Christian grace is excellent because of its
compehensiveness.
A study of verses four to seven in the chapter will show that
charity includes long-suffering, kindness, contentment, humility,
seemliness of walk, unselfishness, good temper, joy, forbearance,
endurance. It is important, however, to remember that the
charity of this chapter is not the weak, flabby, sentimental, backboneless thing which men call charity. The charity or love which
is a fruit of the Spirit" rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in
the truth." It has no sympathy with sin or with error. It is
capable of using burning words of indignation against sin, and of
using strong though becoming language against error. Our Lord
did no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth, and He was the
perfect embodiment of love; yet He could say, "Woe unto you,
Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!" "Ye serpents, ye generation
of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell·~" The
Apostle Paul, writing in all love and under the inspiration of the
Holy Ghost, said, "Though we, or an angel from heaven, preach
any other Gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto
you, let him be accursed." The Apostle John, who dwells so much
upon love, wrote the words which would now be regarded as
intolerant and uncharitable, "If there come any unto you, and
bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid
him God speed: for he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of
his evil deeds" (2 John 10, 11). The believer must avoid all
bitterness of spirit, harshness of manner and words of an unbecoming
nature. But he must nevertheless be firm, faithful, uncompromising
and courageous, and intensely jealous for God and His truth. In
view of its excellence, the Apostle exhorts God's people to "follow
after charity," to " walk in love" and to "put on charity, which
is the bond of perfectness."
Finally, let us think of the perpetuity of tht{; Christian grace.
"Charity never faileth." It never perishes, never comes to an
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end. It is one of the permanent graces of the Spirit. It character·
izes all believers in all ages in greater or less degree. It is an abiding
mark and effect of the operations of the Spirit in the hearts of all
the elect people of God. " But whether there be prophecies, they
shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether
there be knowledge, it shall vanish away." That is to say, these
extraordinary gifts of the Spirit were only bestowed for a time,
when the Church was in its infancy. A more mature and perfect
state of things was to arrive in the history of the Church even now
when the need of prophetic gifts would no longer be felt, inasmuch
as the whole revelation of God would have been given in the
completed Scriptures of the Old and New Testament. Thus
interpreted, this passage clearly condemns those who look for the
power of speaking with tongues and the power to work miracles
in the present day. These supernatural gifts were to cease, but
charity or love was to abide. The late Canon A. R. Fausset, writing
on this passage says: "A primary fulfilment took place when
the Church attained its maturity; then 'tongues ceased,' and
, prophesyings' and 'knowledge,' as supe'rnatural gifts were
superseded, as no longer required, when the Scriptures of the New
Testament had been collected together." Bishop ]\'[oule also, in
one of his booklets says: "This same Epistle, in a memorable
passage (1 Cor. xiii. 8) speaks of (Christian) prophesyings, and says
that 'they shall fail '-not, shall not come true, but shall become
obsolete as a phenomenon. And so I think they are at present.
And why"~ Surely because the Scriptures of the prophets, Old
and New, are perfect in our hands."
" And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the
greatest of these is charity." Other graces abide as well as charity.
Justifying faith abides. The faith by which we trust in God for
power and support, that abides. The hope by which we look
forward with longing expectation to the glory of God, that abides;
but charity or love is greater than the other two graces. It is greater,
probably, because it is more useful to others. Just as " greater is
he that propbesieth than he that speaketh with tongues," because
prophesying is:more l1seful, so charity is greater than faith or hope,
because it is more useful or beneficial to others. (See 1 Cor. xiv.
4, 5"for another.use of the word" greater.")
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In conclusion, I would say, "Beloved, let us love one another:
for love is of God; and everyone that loveth is born of God, and
knoweth God."
"Oh, may we love each other, Lord.
As we are loved of Thee,
For none are truly born of God
Who live in enmity.
" Heirs of the same immortal bliss,
Our hopes and fears the same,
The cords of love our hearts should bind,
The law of love inflame.
"So shall the vain, contentious world
Our peaceful lives approve,
And wondering say, as they of old,
, See how these Christians love.' "

Bath.

THOMAS HOUGHTON.

A FRAGMENT.
A BELOVED niece was recently visiting a child of God, a humble
follower of Jesus, journeying Zionward. This aged pilgrim told her
that she had, since her last visit, been suffering with her eyes and had
found it necessary to go to a certain Eye Hospital, where she was
examined and told that her eyes would grow rather worse than better.
The kind doctor gave her some medicine, and told her to come again.
In due time, when the medicine was finished, she made her way to
the Hospital and waited her turn. Doubtless that waiting time was
spent in prayer and meditation. This dear saint had somewhere
heard that the doctor whose treatment she was under, was" a good
man," and she wondered whether this meant a man of God. She
longed to know, for as members of the mystical Body is there any
joy on earth comparable to finding, as we journey Home, here and
there one of His hidden ones-one whom He calls the "salt of the
earth"; one whose "secret" we read and whose language is the
same as ours 1
When her turn came, the doctor asked her, "How did the medicine
do 1" and she gratefully answered that it had done her good bodily.
" We should like to have a body without pain, should we not 1 " said
the doctor. And the dear aged saint replied quietly-inwardly
wondering and longing to know whether he would understand her"I am looking forward to that, sir." The doctor was silent for a
second, and then said quietly-so quietly that none of the other
patients heard, but the dear woman heard it to her joy and satisfaction
-" Yes; like unto lIrs glorious body." She could say no more.
She had heard those words to her joy, and she went on her way,
melted to tears but rejoicing!
R.
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1IJilgrim lllapml.
WELLSPRINGS.
" What shall we then say to these thi1UJs? If God be for
against us ? "-ROMANS viii. 3I.

'US,

who can be

" THESE things" included the cloud of sorrow which stood over our
little favoured sanctuary as we assembled on Easter Sunday.
Mourners were there, who had the day before laid to rest the redeemed
remains of a member of our congregation, one whom-speaking after
the manner of men-we could least have spared. And the news came
ere morning service commenced that yet another dear servant of God
had been called from his chamber of prolonged suffering to that land
"where the inhabitant shall not say, I am sick." What a glorious
Easter Day! What a sunrise for yet two more of the dear friends
who had journeyed with us, sat with us under the ministry of the Word,
and rejoiced with us in a full, free, and everlasting salvation. Upon
what eternal glories are their eyes now feasting! What love ravishes
their heart! Who can sorrow while contemplating (as faith desires to
do, rising above nature's grief and pain) the joy of their Redeemer and
the countless multitude on high who are drinking in full draughts of
bliss, and are knowing as they are" known," who are seeing" face to
face," and have laid aside for ever the shackles of the body and sinful
mortality.
Jesus rose from the dead. He came forth the mighty Conqueror
over death, hell, and the grave. We were met to celebrate His
resurrection and sing "Christ the Lord is risen to·day." And we
needed, indeed, with these reminders of death and sorrow in our midst,
"the power of His resurrection" to be put forth on our behalf; to
raise our drooping faith, to revive our sorrowing hearts, and to fix
our eyes and hearts up yonder, in hope of a glorious immortality, of
soon with them and many other beloved ones who have fallen asleep
in Jesus, dwelling in His Presence-in fulness of jOy---£atisfied!
" These things," dearly beloved, are voices. They speak loudly to
us, and come from our God, to Whose will and way and word we would
bow submissively. We would seek to get as much blessed teaching
out of each visitation of His Divine providence as our God has put
in to it for us. Solemn events are occurring almost daily. Clouds
hover over us. Days are dark, and our dear ones with whom we have
been privileged to hold sweet fellowship are being rapidly removed
from us. We may weep, since" the Man of Sorrows" wept at the
grave of His " friend." But our faith follows them where they are;
our eyes are up unto the Lord, fixed by faith upon coming glory; our
hope is laid up for us in heaven; our affections are set upon heavenly
realities; yea, our desire is upon Him Who is the Heaven of heavens,
the Altogether Lovely One, in Whom all His saints, as they are granted
the first sight of Him, their Redeemer, will be perfectly" satisfied."
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To this our beloved friends and fellow-pilgrims, taken from us for" a
little while," are now introduced,
The work of redemption accomplished on the cross was an individual
work. The work of grace in exercise is to " this and that man" upon
whom the Lord will " look" with favour and pitying mercy, and call,
claim; and keep unto His heavenly kingdom, Here and there a solitary
one, despised and of no account in his own eyes, is made blessedly
conscious that the Lord has set His heart and love upon him, and made
him a subject of all that the Divine councils of eternity decreed in
salvation work. It is a blessed thought that the Lord sets the solitary
in families, and makes" the people" to dwell" alone" in their own
experience,
It is thus as we part with our fellow-believers at the very gates of
heaven, we can say with the early Christians' assurance of meeting
again on the Resurrection Morning, "Good·night, beloved, not farewelL" They pass into the eternal light of the immediate presence of
Him" Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light; " we return
to continue our pilgrim walk amid the shadows, waiting our appointed
time, until our " change" come also, Thus one by one God's redeemed
children pass from us, and another weary one has arrived at Home.
"Not pressing through the portals
Of the celestial town,
An army of fresh immortals,

.,

By the Lord of Battles won;
But one by .one we come,

To the gate of the heavenly Home.
"That all the powers of heaven
May shout aloud to God,
As each new robe of life is

~iven,

Bought by the Master's blood:
And the heavenly raptures dawn
Ou the pilgrims one by one.
" That to each the voice of the Father
May thrill in welcome sweet,
And round each the angels gather
With songs, on the shining street,
As one by one we go,

To the glory none may know,"
A sweet word that of individual saving, keeping, and presenting:
" Everyone of them in Zion appeareth before God," True we speak
of a host, a multitude, before the throne, and a host yet to cross the
flood. But it is a way-worn saint here, a poor, affiicted, and despised
one there, who lie down to die, and to whom in their little chamber of
suffering and death Jesus Himself comes, and assures the dying one
that with His own blood He ransomed him, and now is about to welcome
him as a sharer of His glory :-
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"Come in thou blessed, sit with .Me;
With Mine own blood I ransomed thee."
Oh! yes, God knows where each dear suffering saint is. He Who
made him has undertaken to "bear" him all his journey through;
ah! and bear with him too, in His infinite pity for His" dust." And now
He watches over his bed; makes it in his sickness; spreads beneath
His suffering saint His "everlasting arms," and sends His angels to
waft the spirit Home at the appointed moment. One may have
suffered for many years from some lingering disease; another may be
called sudd(mly to pass through the article of death. One may leave
a gracious testimony behind, whilst from another we receive no parting
words, but we are enabled to look back with gratitude and thank God
upon every remembrance of a holy walk and conversation.
Yes, it is one by one they are gathered. "The Master is come, and
calleth for thee," and that one will arise and follow. Just as in the
call by grace, each according to his calling was made Divinely able
and willing to obey the call, so will each obey the Divine mandate to
" Come up higher" and enter the eternal courts, when Jesus bids them
come.
" Anon the pearly gates unfold,
An heir of bliss draws nigb,
Again they strike their harps of gold,
And 'Hallelujah' cry.
11

Another sinner born of God,
Makes heaven's vast concave ring:
Again, they Jesus' love record,

And' Hallelujah' sing."
Oh! may our hearts, the hearts of any dear readers under the anguish
and sorroW of being parted for a little season from their best beloved
on earth, be enabled to bow to the Divine will, and seek much grace
to rise above nature's sorrow; to say, "Even so, Father," and by
faith to follow them; plant faith's foot firmly down on resurrection
ground, having that glorious assurance from the lips of the Living One,
" Because I live, ye shall live also." And may we, by sustaining grace,
seek to gather all the sweetness from the sanctified afRiction ; to inquire
prayerfully, humbly, and obediently, "Wilt Thou not tell us what
these things are to us, that Thou doest so 1 " as God's ancient people
asked the prophet; and to assure our hearts of the precious truth of
our text, " What shall we then say to these things 1 If God be for us,
who can be against us 1" "What shall we then answer the messengers
of the nation 1 That the Lord hath founded Zion, and the poor of
His people shall trust in it." The Founder of Zion is her glorious
Keeper, and the Lover of His Church keeps her unto the end. He
watches over her every moment, and from any hurt He keeps her
night and day-unceasingly-from her first to her last breath.
Let us remember, beloved, that death is amongst the royal gifts of
Jesus to His saints: "All things are your's; whether Paul, or Apollos,
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or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or things
to come; all are your's; and ye are Christ's; and Christ is God's." He
has made over in the inventory of His gifts to His saints, even death,
that thereby they may tske possession of a far greater gift, and
enter upon "eternal life."
Thus" precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints."
They sleep in Jesus. Blessed sleep this, from which none ever rise to
toil or weep again. They rest in Him. They awake in His likeness
and are "satisfied." They join the countless multitude around the
throne, and in that fulness of joy with" one voice" hymn the praises
of the Lamb.
Oh! may the royal dignity He puts upon His sons and daughters
make us "walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing," "abound in
every good word and work," and live as dying men and women, that
we may not be surprised nor ashamed before Him when He calls for us.
"It rises up, and from its darksome mansion
It takes its silent flight,
And feels its freedom in the large expansion
Of heavenly air and light.

.. A voice is heard on earth of kinsfolk weeping
The loss of one they love;
But he has gone where the redeemed are keeping
A festival above."
The Homegoing of the saints is a sweet theme. It is amongst the
things in which our God shows Himself for us, not against us. His
glorious resurrection power is put forth by the same " working of His
mighty power, which He wrought in Christ, when He raised Him from
the dead and set Him at His own right hand in the heavenly places; "
His saints are made "more than conquerors" and are gathered to
His heart, and Home of love, no more to be separated. The challenge,
" Who shall separate us from the love of Christ 1 " is answered in the
Divinely inspired persuasion that" neither death, nor life, nor angels,
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come;
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate
us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." Thus,
fellow-believers, you who are called to walk in a solitary path of bereavement, you who have laid to rest the precious redeemed dust of one
dearer than life, may the Lord of life and resurrection power put the
sweetness and healing of His presence into your bitter cup, and give
you gracious submission to say of "these things," "It is the Lord" ;
" The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name
of the Lord." He is with you; He is with them. And He is bringing
you Home, where there will be no more partings nor sorrow, and where
all " the former things" will" have passed away" and you will " know"
as now you" are known." May He grant the grace of submission and
quietness and waiting.
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"Wilt thou trust Him, though He gather

Back thy loved one? 'Tis thy Father,
And He knows thee sad and lonely
Up the monnt lOne standeth near thee,
And thy sorrows more endear thee;
Journey on with' Jesus only.'"
r~i Look

forward, child of grace, to that Crowning Day when Jesus
" shall see of the travail of His soul" and be satisfied and" glorified
in His saints." The immortal Toplady said: "Great, inconceivably
great, will be the dignity of the just on the morning of the resurrection.
Here, God's elect, for wise and gracious reasons, are liable to affliction,
pain, and temptation, like other men; but at the dawn of that
triumphant day every enemy to their peace will be totally and for
ever abolished. . . . What tongue can express, nay, what imagination
can conceive, the unknown glories with which the reviving bodies of
the saints will then he invested 1 Great, indeed, is the present glory,
which even here is put upon those who are justified by the merits of
Christ, and sanctified by the Spirit of God. These privileges are the
earnest, and therefore a real, though but a small part of the inheritance
reserved in heaven, and of which believers will receive the completion by
Christ. But when the time of that completion arrives, and grace which
is no more than a partial glorifi:cation, is heightened into a per/eet one,
the people of God will as much exceed their present selves as the
glorified body of Christ transcends that body of humiliation wherein
He suffered upon the cross. . . . Beautiful and expressive is the
metaphor, under St. Paul, as he conveys the doctrine of the resurrection.
If the body is sown in corruption, what is Death but a sower, who commits his grain to the earth, that it may one day spring up with superior
comeliness and addition 1 What are the seasons of death and interment, but seed-times prelusive to harvest 1 Man, like wheat, is sown
in corruption, that is, he is lodged in the grave, where corruption is
the necessary means of refinement, just as the beauty and stateliness
of the full ear is owing to the putrefaction of the seed from whence it
springs. But though sown in corruption, it shall be raised in
incorruption. It is sown in dishonour, but shall be raised in glory."
It is with these sweet truths fixed upon our hearts by the Holy Spirit's
teaching that we know the body is precious in the sight of the Great
Redeemer, and that He will watch over His own redeemed dust and
raise it up at the last day. Death is plucked of its sting to the believer,
and " he sleeps in Jesus and is blest." AB a beloved friend writes us
at the moment of completing this article: "A dear friend of mine,
in a letter written to me when my beloved mother was called Home,
sent me that word, 'I am the Resurrection and the Life: and added,
, He is the Resurrection mid the Life because He has abolished death
through dying, and turned the last change into a gentle transition and
translation to His disciple.' "
Shall we not gather up these great and blessed truths, beloved, and
exhort our souls, aB we meditate upon "these things," to "comfort
one another with these words."
R.
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IN MEMORY OF JOHN FOXE, THE MARTYROLOGIST.
JOHN FOXE, the author of the" Acts and Monuments of the Church"
(the last book which was commanded by the then Sovereign, sanctioned
by the Bishops, and ordered by a Canon of the Anglican Convocation
to be placed in the hall of every Episcopal Palace in the land); the most
influential preventer of the revival of the Papal supremacy over
England; one of the most elegant Latin scholars, and irreproachable
men of the age,-was born at Boston, in Lincolnshire, in 1517, the
year in which Luther published his thesis against the Church of Rome.
His principal biographer was his son; and though many interesting
circumstances of his more active life, after he left the University,
are to be derived from various sources, it is impossible, at the distance
of three centuries, to collect any information respecting his early
years, but that which his son has recorded.
[The EDITOR entertains a peculiar affection for the memory of the
old church at Reigate, (Foxe's church) having been Confirmed in
that building by Bishop C. R. SUMNER, a brother of the ARCHBISHOP
of OANTERBURY.]
THIS report and this fame, that God had given salvation also to the
Gentiles, was at first not only intolerable, but also a great offence,
even to the believing Jews; which they could not easily shake off.
For they had this prerogative above all other nations, that "they
were the people of God; the adoption, the glory, the worship, etc.,
belonged to them (Rom. ix.). Moreover, they exercised themselves
in the righteousness of the law; they laboured all the day long;
they bare the burden and heat of the day; moreover, they had the
promise as touching the observation of the law, therefore they could
not but murmur against the Gentiles (Matt. xx.) and say: "Behold
the Gentiles come but even now, and have not suffered any heat, or
borne any bmden; notwithstanding they have the same righteousness
and Holy Ghost without labour, which we by labour and by the heat
and burden of the day could not obtain. Indeed they have laboured,
but that was but one hour, and by this labour they are more refreshed
than wearied. Wherefore, then, hath God tormented us with the law,
if it availeth nothing to the obtaining of righteousness 1 He now
preferreth the Gentiles before us who have been so long burdened
with the yoke of the law. For we which are the people of God have
been vexed all the day long, but they which are not the people of God,
neither have any law, nor have done any good at all, are made equal
with us." -(Luther, on " The Galatians.")
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SetlllOllf.l anlJ jJl.otef.l of Sermolls.
NOTES OF

A

SERMON

PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT, BRISTOL, BY THE RECTOR,
THE REV. J. ORMISTON, ON APRIL 6TH, 1913.

" In Whom we have redemption through His blood, even the forgiveness
of sins."-COLOSSIANS. i. 14.

You see, dear friends, the close connection in which this verse stands
to the verse that precedes it. There has just been mention of God's
beloved Son, " Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and
hath translated us into the kingdom of His dear Son" The margin
variously translates the place, and we have the choice of "the Son
of His love." The Person is the same, " His dear Son," or the" Son
of His love." May the Lord give us the gracious mind to select which
rendering We will. He knows no other Son, He is One, the Choice
One-the place signifies that, the choice of His Father's heart. And
when He introduced Him into the world, it is as the Choice One of
His Father's heart. He gave His perfect Son, gave Him in redemption
for the perfecting of His dear people. You understand this, I trust,
that the work of His beloved Son in this fallen world concerns the choice
ofa people for His Name. This people are the Church, the elect, those He
has made so preciously dear to Himself, the people who are separated
from all other people by His will. '¥hat a word this is concerning
God's choice of a people! It reminds one of the distinction God put
between the Egyptians and the people whom He loved and set apart
for Himself as His peculiar heritage. "Jacob have I loved, but Esau
have I hated." This distinction God makes all through the ages.
" J acob have I loved "-Israel is his name, the choice of God, the
loved of his Father's heart. He is of one mind, and none can turn Him
from His choice. '¥hat a division is going on in the world! He
has a people chosen for Himself, He wills that they should show forth
His praise. How solemn and deep a concern it is to be a child
of God, to be made to differ from others. The difference being as
God wills. His power is infinite, and in His power to appropriate
a people to His Name He is also infinite.
I lay some stress to-night on the first two words of our text, " In
Whom." There is a Person, the Son of God, Who shed His blood
for the redemption of His people from their sins, Him we will consider
in the first place. Dear friends, have you given this matter deep and
anxious consideration 1 "Who hath delivered us from the power
of darkness," He Who hath delivered-it is very emphatic-He Who
gives no account of His matters, He Who reserves to Himself the
right to do particular things, and He Who doeth all things well. He
leaves to no power or creature to interfere, much less to take the
decision out of His hands. The Lord He is God. Honour Him first,
and last, and without end. Who" hath translated us into the h.-ingdom
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of His dear Son." Oh, what wonders He has done. The redemption
of His people by Christ Jesus through His precious blood shed to
the uttermost, this was His way, and this He effected. He might
appear at the bar of an earthly judge, He might appear at Pilate's
judgment·seat, but He was God's Anointed set apart from all eternity
to do His Father's will, to die in the stead of some sinners, chosen
sinners. Dear friends, what a question for each to ask himself, Did
Jesus die for me 1 There is a doctrine, commonly taught, alas, that
represents Jesus dying for all mankind, and there is a great deal
preached and taught which is qualified in that respect, but which is
doubtful teaching. The 'Yill of God is that the Gospel of His Son shall
be taught definitely and uncompromisingly to His honour and glory.
The Lord definitely redeemed His people from their sins, and they
stand before Him a justified people. So far as others are concerned,
"None of them can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to
God a ransom for him: for the redemption of their soul is precious,
and it ceaseth for ever." Do you believe that, dear hearers 1 Do
you believe in the Divine inspiration of the Psalmist in this particular 1
Oh, tremble, tremble, tremble at the truth. How much better a thing
it is that a sinner, who has thought of his sins, should learn by the
Holy Ghost's teaching to tremble and to fear with godly fear, taking
nothing for granted. How much there is that has to be set aside
now-a-days of what is taught. Il'len do not like the truth. They are
ashamed of it. May God make you of auother mind. He has mercy
on whom He will have mercy-that is God's Word, and it abideth, it
is His honour and glory. We are not saved as a matter of chance,
there is no chance whatever in the economy of God's precious truth.
How need we, then, to tremble and to trust. If God make you so,
be among the humblest of His believers.
.
Look well at the text, you can only look at the printing of it, you
are dependent on the Holy Ghost for the heavenly, Divine meaning.
The Holy Ghost is the great Doctor of truth, He is the Teacher, and
Who teacheth like Him 1 How gently, how graciously He generally
begins; although we have examples of His power to translate suddenly
from darkness into light, we do not often find it. "In Whom we have
redemption," we have been bought and paid for~that is the meaningand it is the language of a believer. "Through His blood "-through
the blood of the cross, through the blood shed for the forgiveness of
sins, through the blood of Him Who died the .Just One for the Unjust,
that He might bring them, the unjust ones, to God. That He might
bring them by His own power, that He might translate them from
darkness into His marvellous light. Oh, what power belongeth unto
God-Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!
" In Whom we have redemption through His blood, even the forgiveness of sins." What are sins 1 Sin is the transgression of law. God
is the .Judge of sin, its nature, the heinousness, the hatefulness of
sin. Who hates sin as God hates it-hates it with all His Being 1
God is love, but He hates sin. He loves sinners, but He hates sin.
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Oh, what a difference there is between things which are essentially
made to differ. What are your views of sin 1 Sin is the transgression
of God's law-a Supreme Being, Who has spoken and tells us these
things. He has rightly divided the Word of truth and points out
what is truth and belongs to Himself, and that which is contrary to
truth, which He condemns. Be cautious about your views of sin and
truth. There is so much confusion in the minds of men, so many
differences of belief, regarding truth and untruth, we need to be very
careful. May the Lord keep us very tender in conscience about these
things, and give us grace to be a jealous people in contending earnestly
"for the Faith which was once delivered unto the saints." It is the
faith, not one where there are many, but the faith once for all delivered
to the saints; there will not be a second truth, there will be no second
revelation of the will of God. God has spoken once in His holinessonce-that is enough, He has no need to say over once He has spoken.
He has spoken the whole truth, and He is satisfied with His declaration
of it. Are you.! Are you resting low at His feet with this cry:
" God be merciful to me the sinner "-a condemned sinner, condemned
by the Book 1 Oh, it is a safe place for a poor child of God; he may
be poor and needy, he is poor and needy, but he is the object of his
Father's perpetual compassion in his need. And who would not be
a needy sinner-confessedly so 1 Such an one has nothing to bring,
nothing to offer. Guilt is guilt, and guilt against God is an eternal
wrong. Be careful what you are believing and saying about things
that widely differ in their nature. May God by His grace enable us
to take the lowest place. Have you taken it 1 Has God taught you
this when you think soberly over these matters 1 Be sure you set
your heart on seeking the low place at His feet. Be low enough,
little enough if it may be, you cannot make yourself so, but you can
be graciously disposed to be in that place. And God's order is this:
" The last shall be first, and the first last." How His ways glorify
Him, He doeth all things well. If He choose to have mercy on whom
He will have mercy-{)n you, oh, what a new song is yours to sing,
and you will indeed speak good of His Name. Have, by grace, no
confidence in man-yourself-and cease, by grace, from trusting in
man, however good he may be, however excellent, however charming
he appears. We must cease from having the least trust in man whose
breath is in his nostrils, for wherein is he to be accounted of 1 And
let that "man" be comprehensive enough to include the company
around you, the world that lieth in the wicked one. Cease from selfsufficient man, the man who congratulates himself that at any rate he
is not worse than others, that he can pass muster with his fellows. Ah,
but what if his fellows are not in the ark 1 You remember what God
did with His dear servant Noah. How He chose him and separated
him from the others, and put him into the ark, together with those
who were chosen with him, and kept him in. The door was not unbolted nor opened after the Lord shut in Noah with the elect ones.
He kept him in there till His purposes were fulfilled, and then the Lord
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opened the door. He had opened the window first, and that was a
blessed sight allowed to the hoping ones, to Noah whom the Lord
had made a prisoner in the ark. How blessed it is to be the Lord's
prisoner, and to know it. "The Lord shut me in "-that is a blessed
privilege for the child of God, taught by the Holy Spirit. The Lord
laid hauds on Noah and made a prisoner of him, concerning whom
great things and glorious things had been purposed. "God remembered Noah," and there is such a fund of meaning in these words for
the believer. Such a man, thank God, was remembered-a man
after God's own heart, made so and kept so, for the Lord never let
Noah out of His hand. He mingled His dealings with him, but He
never forsook him or cast him out. He never turned against him.
There is not a believer in this congregation to-night who has not his
fears and doubts and down-castings and distresses-great, but the
Lord has sworn by the Son of His love that He will not fail nor forsake
that one. Oh, child of God, live on "hope," it is a soul-sustaining grace,
the grace which the Lord gives is a living not a dead thing, which
will take root and grow up; and by faith will bring forth, according
to its kind, remarkable and astonishing results. Who can nourish a
tender plant, as our God? And this is one of the things in which
He designs to excel. He is the First and the Last in teaching, "the
meek will He guide in judgment, and the meek will He teach His way."
May God keep you very strict iu your judgment in regard to the
forgiveness of sins. I say if you are wrong on the point of forgiveness
of sins, you are at once wrong altogether, and unless grace, free,
sovereign and discriminating grace deal with you, you are without
hope such as the Gospel holds forth. Oh, what a blessing is the
forgiveness of sins! The ways of all here are naked and opened to
Him Who seeth not as man seeth. He saves in His own way, and
saveth by His own precious blood, to the uttermost. That is a sweet
thought that He should choose to save to the uttermost, none other
can go the length that His grace goes. Oh, what a Teacher, what
a pitying, compassionate Teacher, He is! How it goes to His heart
to smite the child He loves, whom He corrects with real stripes, for
He really corrects. Do not be afraid of Him, do not have hard thoughts
about the matter, for He loves you, He pities you, He compassionates
you, and He purposes to bring you to glory-through all the troables
and bitterness He purposes to bring you to glory.
May God bless )'OU, dear friends, may He keep you and me close
to Himself, may He keep us on the watch for His coming. In so
short a time He that shall come, will come, and by grace I trust it.
He will come, and shortly and manifestly. ~very eye shall see Him,
and they also who set Him at naught shall see Him, and all the
earth-the unbelieving earth-shall wail because of His holiness and
righteousness and truth.
May the Lord keep us by His sufficient grace waiting-waiting
-till He. come, for Jesus Christ's sake. "Behold, I come quickly~
and My reward is with Me,"
•
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"THY LOVING CORRECTION."

" Blessed is the man whom Thou chastenest, 0 Lord, and teachest him
out of Thy laW."-PSALM xciv. 12.
" My son, despise not the chastening of the Lord,. neither be weary of
His correction: for whom the Lord loveth He correcteth, even as a
father the son in whom he delighteth."-PROVERBS iii. 11, 12.
" The rod and reproof give wisdom."-PRoVERBS xxix. 15.
" The Lord hath spoken, I have nourished and brought up children, and
they have rebelled against Me."-lsAIAH i. 2.
" In vain have I smitten your children,. they received no correction."JEREMIAH ii. 30.
" All the day long have I been plagued, and chastened every morning."PSALM Ixxiii. 14.

THESE verses remind us that the Lord often compares His dealings
with His people to chastisement, and this comparison yields. most
humbling thoughts. AI; we ponder the feelings and longings of the
father as he corrects a much-loved child, or think of the experience
of that child, we gather salutary lessons for our own profit as we receive
our heavenly Father's discipline. We can never forget that the Father
laid heavy strokes on His Divine Son, Who bore those strokes as our
sinless substitute. Truly, He "did no sin, neither was'guile found in
His mouth"; "But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was
bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon
Him; and with His stripes we are healed"; "It pleased the Lord
to bruise Him"; "He bare the sin of many" (Isa. liii. 5, 7).
Sin and chastisement cause feelings of deep shame and disgrace.
The word chastisement itself speaks of wrong-doing. The rod is a
sign of severe displeasure, and the well-trained child regards it with
shame, and awe at the sense of his father's anger. No just parent
would whip an obedient child. The chastened child of God needs to
pause and think upon his ways. He is not thus dealt with for a trifle.
Nay, rather, he must own that the Lord has overlooked, passed by,
and pardoned many and many a sin. As a parent first speaks
reprovingly to his son, and again more severely, so does the Lord
speak to His child in the Word, which is "profitable for reproof, for
correction" (2 Tim. iii. 16). Many are its warnings and threats. If
these be disregarded, the rod must be used, that the soul may feel and
realize its guilt "My confusion is continually before me, and the
shame of my face hath covered me" (Ps. xliv. 15); "For I acknowledge
my transgression; and my sin is ever before me" (Ps. li. 3); "We
lie down in our shame, and our confusion covereth us: for we have
sinned against the Lord our God. . . . and have not obeyed the voice
of the Lord our God" (Jer. iii. 24, 25) ; "We acknowledge, 0 Lord,
our wickedness, and the iniquity of our fathers; for we have sinned
against Thee" (Jer. xiv. 20; Dan. ix. 3-10).
Again, there is the anger of the Lord. This word is used repeatedly
in connection with the chastening of His children. For if they wilfully
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ignore His reproofs, He must needs inflict chastisement. And His
people know well that they are often tempted to think too lightly of
·correction, to commit again the very sins that caused the punishment,
to think too much of the trial itself, so that they do not profit by it, or
are even guilty of rebellion or indifference. Yet if it be no light thing
to trifle with the rebuke of a human parent, how much greater is our
sin when we despise the chastening of the Lord! For this impenitent
state of mind provokes Him to anger. Surely this is a solemn and
searching thought, and we need to lay it to heart. It is His will that
we should humble ourselves under His mighty hand and meekly confess
our

Sill.

" 0 Lord, rebuke me not in Thy wrath: neither chasten me in Thy
hot displeasure. . . . There is no soundness in my flesh because of
Thine anger; neither is there any rest in my bones because of my
sin" (Ps. xxxviii. 1-8); "Remove Thy stroke away from me: I am
consumed by the blow of Thine hand" (Ps. xxxix. 9, 10); "My flesh
trembleth for fear of Thee; and I am afraid of Thy judgments"
(Ps. cxix. 120); "0 Lord, correct me, but with judgment; not in
Thine anger, lest Thou bring me to nothing" (Jer. x. 24); "I am the
man that hath seen aflliction by the rod of His wrath. . . . Remember,
ing mine affiiction and my misery, the wormwood and the gall. My
soul hath them still in remembrance, and is humbled in me" (Lam.
iii. 1, 19, 20, 39, 40). The believer here trembles at the Lord's just
displeasure, as a child fears his father's anger. It is well with him
when a slight affiiction subdues him thus. He has often to mourn
that he has not submitted to the first strokes of the rod. He has
"'forgotten the exhortation" and drifted back to former heedlessness.
The world has gained a subtle hold and he has left his first love. The
trial has lost its effect. And again the Lord takes up the rod and
inflicts unsparing scourging. He chastens sore, but gives not over
unto death (Ps. cxviii. 18). " If we would judge ourselves, we should
not be judged. But when we are judged, we are chastened of the
Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world" (1 Cor. xi.
31, 32).
The Lord may hide His face as He sends the severer trial. This is a
painful discipline to the true Christian. He feels at last the deep
sense of his Father's displeasure, and owns that it is justly deserved.
For a time he is "forsaken." Prayer appears to avail but little.
" Also when I cry and shout, He shutteth out my prayer." As a
child in disgrace, He is unnoticed by his Father, or noticed only to
meet another chastisement. Fear takes possession of him lest the
Lord should indeed cast him off. He pleads earnestly that he may
not be forsaken for ever. "Hide not Thy face far from me·; put not
Thy servant away in anger . . . leave me not, neither fo.rsake me, 0
God of my salvation" (Ps. xxvii. 9; xxxi. 9-12; xl. 12). "I will say
unto God my Rock, Why hast Thou forgotten me 1 " (Ps. xlii. 7-9) ;
" Will the Lord cast off for ever 1 and will He be favourable no more 1
Is His mercy clean gone for ever 1 Doth His promise fail for evermore 1
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Hath God forgotten to be gracious? Hath He in anger shut up His
tender mercies? .. (Ps. lxxvii. 6-9; lxxxv. 4-8); "Thou hast laid me
in the lowest pit, in darkness, in the deeps. Thy wrath lieth hard upon
me, and Thou hast afflicted me with all Thy waves .' .. Lord, why
castest Thou off my soul? why hidest Thou Thy face from me? . . .
Thy fierce wrath goeth over me; Thy terrors have cut me off" (Ps.
lxxxviii. 6, 7, 14, 16).
But the Lord hath not cast off for ever. His Covenant with His
people is everlasting, and shall not be broken, even by their sin. His
love for His children is everlasting, and nothing can alter it. His
mercy for penitent sinners is everlasting, and can never be forfeited
(see lsa. Iv. 3; Jer. xxxi. 3; Ps. cm. 17). It is for this very reason
that He chastises His child, yea, whips him again and again, because
He loves him, and longs with a Father's longing to correct his faults.
"Affiictions, rightly endured, though fruits of God's displeasure, are
proofs of His paternal love and care. The best of God's children need
chastisement. God may let others alone in their sins, He will correct
sin in His own children. God loves His children, and for this end
(their improvement) He chastises them when they need it" (Scott
and Henry on Hebrews xii.).
The Christian under chastisement waits for the light of God's
countenance. He prays again and more earnestly. He searches his
heart and life, and confesses his sins freely and penitently. He has
long thought himself a servant of Christ, but now he sees how sin and
shortcomings have marred all his work. He has been cold, unfaithful,
and slothful. He returns to his Lord in yet deeper repentance, for he
has heard the voice of Christ: "I have not found thy works perfect
before God. Remember . . . and repent . . . I know thy works, that
thou art neither cold nor hot: I would that thou wert cold or hot . . .
As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous, therefore, and
repent" (see Rev. iii. 2, 15, 19; Ps. xxxii. 1-6; Ps. Ji; Ps. cxix. 67, 71,
75-77; Jer. xxix. 11-14, xxxi. 18-20; Hoses vi. 1).
And this repentance brings him nigh to God once more. "The
Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as
be of a contrite spirit" (Ps. xxxiv. 18). When the Christian returns
to the Father in the spirit of the Prodigal Son, he will receive the
Prodigal's welcome, and the Father's kiss of reconciliation. The Lord
will forgive and comfort His penitent child. "His anger endureth
but a moment; in His favour is life: weeping may endure for a night,
but joy cometh in the morning" (Ps. xxx. 5); "0 Lord, I will praise
Thee: though Thou wast angry with me, Thine anger is turned away,
and Thou comfortedst me .. (Isa. xii. 1); "For a small moment have
I forsaken thee; but with great mercies will I gather thee. In a little
wrath I hid My face from thee for a moment; but with everlasting
kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the Lord thy Redeemer"
(Isa. liv. 7, 8; lvii. 15-18; lxvi. 2).
So the loving correction results in the peaceable fruit of righteousness.
It is well when we receive it in reverential submission. For the believer

•

The Gospel Magazine

281

who murmurs at the rod, misses the end and purpose which the Lord
has in view, that is, "that we might be partakers of His holiness."
He knows that some of His children can not be taught, can not be trusted
without the humbling rod. So He uses it freely, until deep aflliction
has subdued and softened the spirit. Yet it is ouly for the few days
of the earthly pilgrimage. The light affliction is but for a moment.
When every member of His redeemed family has been prepared for
the Home above, "the Lord God will wipe away tears from off all faces:
and the rebuke of His people shall He take away . . . for the Lord
hath spoken it" (Isa. xxv. 8).
HENRIETIA G. BOWER.
HEARING, WATCHING, WAITING.
" Blessed

wthe man that heareth Me, watching daily at My gates, waiting
at the posts

0/

My doors." -PROVERBS viii. 34.

BLESSED, indeed, is such a man, for he is under the leading of the Holy
Spirit. Under His Divine and gracious teaching he has made the
discovery that to be instructed in Divine things in a spiritual and
saving way is better than silver, and that to know Christ in His Person
and righteousness is better than to possess gold, yea, much fine gold.
He believes that the silver and gold which make their possessor rich
in respect of time things, "make themselves wings; they flyaway as
an eagle toward heaven"; or that if he could hold them till his last
breath, they could profit him nothing in that day when the wrath of
a sin-avenging God will be revealed from heaven against all the impeni·
tent sinners of fallen Adam, who in the hour and article of death fall
into the hands of the living God.
This blessed man has been by the Word and by the Spirit of God,
as Noah of old, warned of " things not seen as yet," and, like him, is
concerned about an ark, a refuge, a hiding-place from the wind, and a
covert from the tempest he sees looming in the distance, yea, in the
near future-a windy storm and tempest that no building shall be
able to withstand, but such as is founded on a rock. He is assured that
every house founded on the sand of creature power and creature merit
shall be overthrown (see Matt. vii. 24-27). His desire is, therefore, to
hear of a " Man" Who is a hiding-place from this storm and tempest
of Divine wrath, a Man Who in His suretyship engagements before time
to redeem and save the ruined, the helpless, and the lost, is more precious
than the gold of Ophir. He would hear of the Man Who is the peace ;
of the Man of God's right hand, Whom Jehovah in His eternal pre·
destinating love has made strong for Himself, to meet the vast claims
of law and justice, to redeem Jacob, and to ransom him from the
power of sin, Satan, death, hell, and the grave.
This blessed man would hear Christ's voice speaking to him through
the instrumentality of His sent servants, for he that hears such in
power, in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance, does indeed hear
Christ Himself bearing witness in the words. "He that heareth you,
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heareth Me," and this hearing is found and proved to be blessed hearing, so that he exclaims, "How beautiful are the feet of them that
preach the Gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things,"
namely, "that the promise which was made unto the fathers, God
hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that He hath raised
up Jesus again; as it is also written in the second Psalm, Thou art My
Son; this day have I begotten Thee. And as concerning that He
raised Him up from the dead now no more to return to corruption, He
said on this wise, I will give you the sure mercies of David," or, holy
or just things of David. Now, it is of these Covenant mercies that the
blessed man would hear, for they are such things as ear hath not heard,
nor eye seen, neither have entered the heart of man to conceive. They
are the things of God in salvation which are shO\vn to elect sinners of
mankind by the Spirit, "for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the
deep things of God." This blessed man is a spiritual man, and is able
to compare spiritual things with spiritual, as they drop from the lips
of God's sent servants. He has an ear to hear, and he has a discerning
eye also, whereby he perceives that God's sent servants speak
according to the oracles of God, and not after man or the wisdom of
the flesh.
He watches daily at His gates, for every day he finds a "needs be" for
it. This watching I take to be a hearing what God the Lord will speak
to him concerning his present way and path in the wilderness journey;
a watching for some ray or rays of light to appear, that will dispel the
darkness surrounding his present pathway. Poor Job knew what
this was. So keenly did he feel it at times as to ask why he lived to
be brought into it, and wished he might have gone the way of all flesh
and" found his home the grave," instead of having his life on earth
prolonged unto such a day of darkness. In the midst of providential
darkness the blessed man is every day turning his wistful eye heavenward to watch if there will appear a rent in the dark cloud that
continues to abide upon his way. As Job in his providential
necessity, so David in his spiritual necessity': "My soul waiteth for
the Lord more than they that watch for the morning: I say, more
than they that watch for the morning." In this watching for God
to appear for them, they lie low before Him, praying that they may
live and declare His Covenant mercy and goodness. "I pray Thee,
let me live," is the desire of their inmost soul. At the very time that
Job groaned before God that he had not been cut off before he was led
into so dark a pathway, he was nevertheless sure-strange as it may
appear-that after God had tried him he should come forth as gold
(see Job xxiii. 10, 17). Hence in all watching at His gates we find the
voice of faith by the Holy Spirit's grace, and at the same time the
voice of unbelief in nature's repinings.
"Waiting at the posts of My doors." When the prophet Isaiah
waited before God to receive his commission, he saw the posts of the
door move at the voice of him that cried (Isa. vi. 4), and the house
was filled with smoke. Yes, the Lord said He would dwell in the thick
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darkness, and in these Gospel days many a vessel of His mercy finds it is
so. What then 1 "The vision is yet for an appointed time, but at
the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because
it will surely come, it will not tarry." What a paradox is this hearing,
watching, waiting, for the Apostle John speaks of the same thing as a
.walking in the light, the light of Divine truth in opposition to the
darkness of error. "If we walk in the light as He is in the light "that is, in Christ Who is the light, in the faith of all He is to His dear
people, and in the faith of all He has done, and will do for them, never
losing sight of the truth that we are the clay and He our Potter, and
that we, as called by sovereign grace, are all the works of His handswe have sacred fellowship with Him, in prayer, in committing our
dark perplexing way to Him, and in a thankful acknowledgment of
all His mercies and blessings and forgivenesses. "I will hear," said one,
" what God the Lord will speak," for He will, in the Person of His dear
Son, speak peace to His people and to His saints by that precious blood
which also cleanseth them from all sin. The conclusion is: This
blessed man in his hearing, watching, and waiting, is that upright
character that walketh surely, in contrast to him that perverteth his
ways to anything and everything that disparages Christ.
Birkenhead.
G. A.
TELLING "EVERY WIDT."
ALTHOUGH forbidden to covet anything that belongs to his neighbour,
the child of God is exhorted to covet, even earnestly, the better things
of the Kingdom. And so with the Spirit-wrought grace of obedience,
he may set his eyes longingly on such a frame of mind as David had
when he wrote the sixty-second Psalm. Truly then his soul waited
upon God from Whom came his salvation. God only was his rock,
his salvation, and defence, and he would not be greatly moved. Then
he saw his enemies prostrate before him, and strengthened in the
inner man, he charged it upon himself still, "My soul, wait thou only
upon God; for my expectation is from Him." Saints before him,
and saints after him, proved th~ blessedness of this life and walk of
faith. J acob had waited only upon God when he sent all his possessions
over the brook and remained to a solitary wrestling with the Angel.
Hezekiah left his armies and his mighty men when he went into the
house of God and spread the Assyrian king's letter before the Lord.
Elisha, like Elijah before him (though both knew the sweetness of
human succour), "shut the door" and sought, nor vainly, the Lord
and Giver of life, in "urgent pressing case."
It may be that all the family of God are at one time or another
brought into such a place of straits that help, immediate and definite
and such as earth can not supply, must be had. But the spirit would
fail before Him, were their encampings always before such a Pi-hahiroth.
And so the great deliverance is vouchsafed, the 'Red Sea is crossed,
and months lengthen themselves into years while the fire by night
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and the cloud by day find the chosen people still in the wilderness.
Here it is that the travelling Israelite learns through long-sustained,
though not overwhelming, trial, the gladness of the solitary place;
and healing waters restore the soul that finds its expectation alone
from God. What will they answer, who are asked: "Have I been a
wilderness unto Israel?" Will they not say in the repeated words
of the Psalm: "In God is my salvation and my glory: the rock of
my strength, and my refuge, is in God." Will they not seek grace
at His willing hands to "trust in Him at all times," and pour out
their heart before Him ?
We read of the disciples in the early days of their persecution that
"being let go, they went to their own company, and reported all
that had happened to them," and we who are led by the same Lord
" Whose property is always to have mercy," know what it is to be
let out of prison and of bonds, and to go to Him-our own heavenly
company-and tell all that is in the heart. He then has the responsibility, and we no blame of all the cares and griefs, whether occasioned
by the world, the flesh, or the devil. And we can remit to Him,
although He{'already knows them, the deepest secrets of the heart.
He will keep them. "Thou, when thou fastest," Jesus says to each
listening one at His feet, "anoint thine head, and wash thy face,
that thou appear not unto men to fast, but unto thy Father Which
is in secret: and thy Father, Which seeth in secret, shall reward thee
openly." And" the cheerful song will oftener be, 'Hear what the
Lord has done for me.' "
He shows them the secrets of His heart, the thoughts of peace which
He interprets, the mysteries of His ancient love and provision in
Jesus. He (the precious Comforter) shows them more plainly of the
Father. And it is with His peace and power upon them that "in
that day" they" ask Him nothing" but tell Him all.
" Henceforth "-Jesus again speaks-" I call you not servants;
for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth; but I have called
you friends; for all things that I have heard of My Father I have
made known unto you "-unto you, of whom He rightly may complain, " Thou hast not called upon Me, 0 J acob ; thou hast been weary
of Me, 0 Israel." But they turn back to their Psalm; find it spoken
once, yea twice, that "power belongeth unto God," also that unto
the Lord belongeth mercy, and so they wait still and hope in Him Who
though He knows them altogether can never cast them off; Who though
He has revealed the things of His grace and His glory, says still that
"Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the
heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love
Him.".
FOLLOWER-ON.
ALTHOUGH Christ in that text (Rev. iii. 20) doth stand at the door,
knock, and call for admittance, yet this hinders not but that often He
can and doth enter, the doors being shut, as He did literally to His
disciples.-Dr. Crisp.
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ANOTHER WALK ABOUT ZION.
AsSUREDLY, dear readers, you and I will be well content to-take
another walk about Zion and again survey the glorious city of our
God, the Zion of beauty and strength and love. With the Holy
Ghost's guidance, let us again gaze upon the towers and bulwarks
and palaces of the spiritual Zion (Ps. xlviii. 12, 13), "walk about,"
and "tell," and "mark," and "consider," that we "may tell it to
the generation following." We know not who may read these pages
in years to come, if the Lord delay His coming. And if any dear
Spirit-taught child of God shall peruse these pages when all the writers
in our MAGAZINE shall be all together for ever with the Lord in
Immanuel's Land, then I pray it may be that eyes shall see and hearts
perceive and gather strength and joy from the contemplation of the
inheritance above, its assured possession and unassailable security.
Now come, dear reader, "walk about Zion" again, and be not
content with a cursory glance, but go round about her, consider her
on all sides. Note the beauty of her situation-" Beautiful for situation," is the expression used, and the Prayer Book rendering is:
" The hill of Sion is a fair place, and the joy of the whole earth." We
read in another Psalm, "Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God
hath shined." Here again the Prayer Book version gives another
aspect: "Out of Sion hath God appeared in perfect beauty." Both
versions are sweet, and taken together display the oneness of Christ
with His people. Zion herself the perfection of beauty, and God's
appearing in perfect beauty out of her. He is perfect in all His dealings,
but above all in the redemption and sanctification and glorification
of His spiritual Zion. Here we " read His name in fairer lines." We
are well aware of the beauty of Mount Zion. Travellers have told us
how beautiful it is even now, and what must it have been when the
Psalmist penned those inspired words! We are also well aware of
the beauty which the Lord hath put upon His spiritual Zion. "Thou
art all fair, My love, there is no spot in thee," He exclaims as He gazes
upon her " all glorious within," and beautiful without, robed in His
dear Son's spotless righteousness, her clothing of "wrought gold."
She appears in perfect beauty shining in His light, and the Lord also
appears out of her in perfect beauty.
And in gazing upon her beauty, see also the beauty of the heavenly
Zion yet to be revealed, when11

The Lamb, with His fair army,

Doth on Mount Zion st..nd."
The golden streets and pearly gates, the light and love and joy, the
white robes, the crowns, the palms; all these are as nothing to the
glory Presence of the crowned King, the Lord of all.
"There the red Rose of Sharon
Unfolds its heartsome bloom,
And fills the air of heaven
With ravishing perfume."
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Yes, the fragrance, the sweetness, the songs, the exceeding beauty
and glory may be all expressed in one word-CHRIST.
"Walk about Zion, and go round about her." See not only her
beauty, but the prominent marks of her landscape-" tell the towers
thereof." Towers are not only for beauty and defence, but for observation-for landmarks. Mount one tower, the'tower of "the saving
strength of His right hand," and view from that standpoint the fair,
fair city below. See the ramparts, the fortresses, the bulwarks, and
the dwellings which the great King Himself hath prepared. Breathe
the clear atmosphere of love and security, see the provision thy God
hath made for thy welfare on all sides; and in seeing rejoice. Go
up another tower, "the name of the Lord." We read in Prov. xviii.
10: "The name of the Lord is a strong tower: the righteous runneth
into it and is safe." Oh! what a privilege to take refuge in that tower.
We know how in earthly matters we count it a great favour when some
well-known personage says: "You may use my name." Such influence
is a great help very ofteu. How much greater the favour when we may
take the name of the Lord. Well and truly the inspired writer added,
"the righteous runneth into it and is safe "-safe in the shelter of
His name. Again, the Lord Himself is a tower: "Thou hast been
. . . a strong tower from the enemy." From this tower we look below
and see all our enemies discomfited, driven back, driven away. Again,
" The Lord is . . . my high tower" (Ps. xviii. 2). Thus in Him are
strength and height. He is high above all; none can scale that lofty
tower.
There are many towers, but let us now pass on to " mark well her
bulwarks," or, as it is beautifully rendered in the margin, " Set your
heart to her bulwarks." We love to recount the fastnesses, the
foundations; and our hearts may well be set on the numerous safeguards and ample provisions our King and Saviour has made against
all danger-all danger. Now, in earnestly viewing these bulwarks,
we may mention four notable ones to which St. Paul referred in 1 Cor.
i. 30, when he says: "Christ Jesus, Who of God is made unto us
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption." Do
note, dear reader, the personal character. "Christ is made," and
" unto us." If He be, as He is, the foundation stone and corner stone
of the spiritual edifice, He is likewise the whole of the bulwarks of
the spiritual Zion in Himself. His wisdom hath devised the means of
rescue, and not only so, but He is made unto us wisdom. His spotless
righteousness was manifested, and not ouly so, but He is made unto
us righteousness. His sanctification was perfectly evidenced, and
not only so, but "for their sakes I sanctify Myself." He is made
unto us sanctification. Redemption with His own most precious
blood was freely given; His offering was not for Himself. He is
made unto us redemption. Thus through Him and in Him are the
bulwarks of Zion constituted, and thus are they absolutely strong and
firm.
We read in another Scripture: "Mount Zion, which can not be
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removed, but abideth for ever (Ps. cxxv. 1). Her stability can not be
questioned, for the Lord Himself is round about His people as the
mountains are round about Zion, even for ever. Blessed is the city,
blessed are the people, when the Lord is round about. His neverslumbering eyes, His ever-listening ears, His strong right hand always
in readiness on His dear people's behalf, are bulwarks indeed. I was
reading lately of a little girl who had written in the beginning of her
Bible: "The devil walketh about seeking whom he may devour."
" The eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth."
She was asked why she put these two texts side by side, and sweetly
explained, "You see, the devil walks, but God runs." And so He
is swift in the deliverance of His people-swift to hear, swift to love,
swift to rescue.
Another most strong bulwark is that the Lord hath chosen Zion
(Ps. cxxxii. 13). He hath desired it for His habitation. This is
one of the most powerful bulwarks, since it is not by our own choice
or our own qualifications, but because the Lord chose. He chose
because He loved. So that, defended and chosen by the Almighty
in Christ Jesus, Zion is indestructible. He hath desired it for His
habitation. Earthly kings have all desires granted that are possible.
" Where the word of a king is, there is power," and where the desire
of a king is, there is possession, if possible. But where the desire of
.the Almighty King is, there is always possession, and we say not if
possible, for all things are possible with Him. He hath desired thee,
o Zion-bound reader; therefore thou art His inalienable possession
and art eternally safe in the stronghold of the "Mount Zion which
He loved."
And we are bidden to "consider her palaces." These seem to
indicate individual dwelling-places, and so sweetly speak to the heart
of personal participation in this glorious city. "In My Father's
house are many mansions," or dwelling-places, Jesus said in that
memorable conversation in the night that He was betrayed. How
many of us have dwelt on those words with holy joy 1 We have,
as it were, eaten them, and they have been sweet to our taste. And
so' it is likewise incomparably satisfying to "consider her palaces."
Notice the sweet way in which He leads the contemplation of Zion.
First, "walk about," then "go round about her," then "tell the
towers "-the leading features of the city, then "mark well her
bulwarks "-set your heart upon these strongholds, for they are all
Christ-Christ is all. Finally, "consider her palaces." See your
own portion in the beautiful city. Oh, Zion's son or Zion's daughter,
how highly favoured, how blessed, how safe, how glorious art thou.
" Compassed with favour," "compassed about with songs of deliverance," "compassed about with mercy," "girded with gladness,"
" girded with power," " girded with joy on every side," and" comforted
on every side." Sevenfold surrounding, and all in Christ, all Christ.
" Christ is all and in all."
"Consider her palaces," her dwelling-places, wherein we and our
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loved in Christ shall rejoice together-we shall gaze on the King of
glory and exultingly and praisefully exclaim: "This God is our
God"; this King is our King, this Saviour is our Saviour, for ever
and ever.
" Her palaces." Kings dwell in palaces, and the sous and daughters
of the king likewise. We read in Ps. xlv. 15: "They shall enter
into the King's palace." Yes, for the King Himself is their Father
and their God. There is another sweet allusion to palaces in the Psalm
on which we have been meditating: "God is known in her palaces
for a refuge." There is a joy in considering her palaces, since God
is known in them; and we know that they who know God are blessed,
and that He is a refuge, a strong habitation, to which we may continnally resort. He is well known as a refuge, for His people are
constantly in need of Him. The sorrowful, the diseased, the oppressed,
the friendless, the sinful, the distressed in every form, know Him for
a refuge in the palaces or dwelling-places of the spiritual Zion.
Let us walk just once more about Zion-grace-formed, grace-kept
Zion, and recall what the Lord hath said concerning her: "Behold,
I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner
stone, a sure foundation." This tried or tested precious corner stone
is Christ. Oh! happy Zion thus founded and secured; built on
Christ Himself. Notice the in Zion. Christ in her-" a sure foundation." How constantly the Lord in His loving solicitude reiterates
the fact of the absolute security of His dear people. A sure foundation.
"My people shall dwell . . . in sure dwellings." Is it not sweetly
gracious of Him to thus comfort so often the timid little flock, sinburdened but blood-washed, who are travelling to Zion with their faces
thitherward, with assurances of their complete safety in lChrist.
" Complete in Him."
"Look upon Zion . . . thine eyes shall see Jerusalem a qmet
habitation, a tabernacle that shall not be taken down; not one of
the stakes thereof shall ever be removed, neither shall any of the cords
thereof be broken. . . , And the inhabitant shall not say, I am sick;
the people that dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniqmty."
"His name shall be in their foreheads." "Having the glory of
God."
NETTlE.
HOW THE LORD SUSTAINS.
" Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and He shall sustain thee."
CHRISTIAN, when thy way seems darkest,
When thine eves with tears are dim,
Straight to God'thy Father hast'ning,
Tell thy troubles all to Him.
Not to human ear eonfiding
Thy sad tale of grief and care,
But before thy Father kneeling,
Pour out all thy sorrows there.
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Sympathy of friends may cheer thee
When the fierce, wild storms have burst,
But God only can console thee
When it breaks upon thee first.
Go with words, or tears, or silence,
Only lay thee at His feet;
Thou shalt prove how great His pity,
And His tenderness how sweet.
Tmnk, too, thy Divine Redeemer
Knew as thou c.anst never know
All the deepest depths of suffering,
All the weight of human woe;
And though now in glory seated
He can hear thy feeblest cry,
Even hear the stifled sigmng
Of thy dumb heart's agony.
All thy griefs by Him are ordered;
Needful is each one for thee;
Every tear by Him is counted,
One too much there cannot be.
And if, whilst they fall so tmckly,
Thou canst own His way is right,
Then each bitter tear of anguish j
. Precious is in Jesus' sight.
Far too well thy Saviour loves thee
To allow thy life to be
One long, calm, unbroken summer,
One unruffled, stormless sea.
He would have thee fondly nestling
Closer to His loving breast;
He would have that world seem brighter:
Where alone is perfect rest.
Though His wise and loving purpose
Clearly yet thou mayst not see,
Still believe, with faith unshaken,
All will work for good to thee.
Therefore, when thy way is gloomy,
And tmne eyes with tears are dim,
Straight to God thy Father hast'ning,
Tell thy sorrows all to Him.
GOD extracts honey out of the rock-the sweetest springs and
pleasures from the hardness of afflictions; from mount Calvary and
the cross, the blessings that give greatest delight.-Thomas le Blanc.
'9
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"BE YE ALSO READY."

" Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood
of Jesus, by a new and living way. . . . Let us draw near with a
true heart in full assurance of faith."-HEB. x. 19-22.

WHILE reading with great interest in the April number of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE the fascinating article entitled, " A Tour in the Holy Land,"
by the late Rev. C. B. Snepp, some thoughts were suggested by what
he wrote of Pompeii.
The long-buried and now unearthed city of Pompeii gives us some
wonderful ideas. Mr. Snepp's description of much that was happening
when the overthrow took place, is indicative of the whole human race
when overtaken by death. Death makes no distinctions of occupation
or social position. "As the tree falleth, there it shall be." (Will
readers refer to the last paragraph on page 213 of the April number).
What need we have to be careful how we spend every moment, since
death may tske us away at any time. Men and women throughout
the ages have been suddeuly cut down in sin. And perchance that
sin lies buried and it has not yet come to light. So with the sinners
in Pompeii. For nearly eighteen centuries sins were undiscovered,
unrevealed. But the day came when they were laid bare. Now they
are open to the gaze of all. How true of the death of the Godless. It
matters not in which of the ages they died, their sins are in silent
waiting until the judgment of the Great White Throne. And then
what 1 The thought is well-nigh too awful for contemplation. The
whole company of the ungodly from the first to the last, including those
of Pompeii in the first century and those of to·day in the twentieth,
every "dead" soul, be his sins many or few, heinous or unintentional, will see those sins arise and stand in dread array against
Ills name. Then they shall be "judged every man according to his
works," and be " cast into the lake of fire" (Rev. xx. 12-15). Dear
reader, are you safe 1 It is not too late yet to warn you. It is not
too late yet for you to flee to the Rock of Ages. But death may overtake you any moment, and how will it be with you then 1 Pompeii
was not expecting to be overthrown on Aug. 23rd, 79, and you, perhaps,
are not expecting death. But like the inhabitants of Pompeii, you
can not put death off. Oh! be warned. Jesus Christ is the ouly way
of salvation. If He has pardoned your sillS and given you His
Holy Spirit, you will never find a place of judgment at the Great WIllte
Throne, for you will be a living soul and not a " dead" one.
But Pompeii presents a bright side also. Just as secret sins have
been brought to light by the excavations, so have deeds of righteousness. Thus, dear child of God, with you, when you "stand before the
judgment seat of Christ" (Rom. xiv. 10; 2 Cor. v. 10). Not the
smallest service, nor the smallest offering, which was truly done unto
Him, but will be unburied then. "Then He shall reward every man
according to his works" (Matt. xvi. 27); "Every man shall receive
his own reward according to his own labour" (1 Cor. iii. 8). Then
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the Lord Himself "will bring to light the hidden things of darkness,
and will make manifest the counsels of the heart: and then shall
every man have praise of God" (1 Cor. iv. 5). Your work will not
be pnt down to another man, nor will you be credited with his. And
the Lord Himself will bestow the praise.
We must not confound our sins with our works. The former are
forgiven and blotted out in the believer's case, and he is not to come
into condemnation or judgment for them (Rom. viii. 1), but his works
are to be judged by fire. "The fire shall try every man's work of
what sort it is "-" gold, silver, precious stones," which fire can not
consume; or" wood, hay, stubble," which will be burnt up (1 Cor. iii.
12, 14). It is a humbling and saddening thought, and should serve to
make us very watchful, to remember that our best is soiled and spoiled
by sin, that even the most faithful servant will see much of his " work"
destroyed, burnt up before his eyes. Let us pray for more grace in
our building. And then build on, beloved fellow-saint, build in His
strength and for His glory. Ask that His love may prompt your
efforts, His Spirit accompany them, and His blessing crown them.
Surely, then, at the judgment seat of Christ, His "reward" will be
unspeakably precious. It is promised, it will assuredly be given.
The faithful Christian only follows Scripture command when he
encourages the righteous and warns the unrighteous. See how the
blessing and the woe are put side by side in Isa. iii. 9, 11. What of
"the wicked?" "The shew of their countenance doth witness
against them; and they declare their sin as Sodom, they hide it not.
Woe unto their soul! for they have rewarded evil unto themselves.
Woe unto the wicked! it shall be ill with him; for the reward of his
hands shall be given him." We are not told that these people were
wicked or unrighteous "above others"; we believe that they were
what would be termed" ordinary sinners." Yet God's" Woe" is
pronounced over them and their" reward" is promised. But," Say
ye to the righteous, that it shall be well with him: for they shall eat
the fruit of their doings" (verse 10). They too, shall receive their
reward.
Having read the" Tour in the Holy Land" on the Saturday evening,
the Church's Lessons for the following day (the first Sunday after
Easter) were the more striking: Numbers xvi. and 1 Cor. xv., the
solemnity of the one and the grandeur of the other. Pompeii was
brought vividly to mind again as the description in Num. xvi. of the
first earthquake, with its attendant awfulness, was read aloud in church.
What comfort there is, however, in the .later Scripture statement,
" Notwithstanding the children of Korah died not" (Num. xxvi. 11).
Even in that terrible event, redeeming love and discriminating grace
shine out in bright light, side by side with the just punishment of
evil-doers.
Then followed the matchless beauty of the Resurrection chapter.
The link between the two Lessons lies in the contrast between them.
The first earthquake swallowed up, the second earthquake liberated.
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In Num. xvi. "the earth opened" to "swallow up" those" ·.inners
against their own souls;" in the marvellous resurrection of 1 Cor. xv.
the graves will. be opened to deliver up the dead. When the first
resurrection took place, and "Christ . . . rose again the third day
according to the Scriptures" (verses 3, 4) "there was a great earthquake" and the stone was rolled back from the door of the sepulchre,
to liberate the Saviour from His self-accepted tomb (Matt. xxviii. 1).
Korah and his company were doomed to " perish; " it was not possible
that the earth should let them escape again. The Saviour was to live;
it was not possible that He should be holden of death. After His
resurrection He was seen for " forty days" from time to time, then
He ascended into heaven and the disciples saw Him go. Now He is
at His Father's right hand interceding for us, but He may at any
moment come" in like manner" as He went, to open the graves of
believers, and call His people, both quick and dead, to be with Him
for ever. This is our perpetual present hope, and for this we are
waiting and longing.
" In My Father's house are many mansions," but there is only one
way there. The Lord Jesus Christ Who is "the way," has" opened"
a door in heaven for each one of His followers. Heaven's
" door" is closed to sin, but is "opened" to blood-washed sinners.
Down here "a fountain" is "opened for sin and for uncleanness,"
and all "who have washed their robes and made them white in the blood
of the Lamb" flowing from that" fountain," will enter that open
"door." Jesus said, "I am the door "-as well as "the way "-" by
Me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out and
find pasture." May each one who reads these words" enter in" by
that" way," pass through that" door," wash in that" fountain,"
and" go in and out and find pasture." Freedom, food, and felicity are
foreshadowed and foretasted on earth, to be fully enjoyed in the future
Home when we dwell in the" many mansions." May the Lord grant
us an abundant "entrance . . . into the everlasting kingdom of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ."
Brixton.
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
A WONDERFUL MEDIATION.
IN the sixteenth chapter of Numbers we have the account of "the
gainsaying of Korah" (Jude 11), which has been used by those
who sympathize with Rome, in support of their teaching regarding a
sacrificing priesthood in the Christian Church. But it proves the
direct contrary. Korah and his company did indeed "seek the
priesthood," but the priesthood under the Old Testament dispensation,
was confined to Aaron and his "seed" (v. 40) as the chosen and
called of God. In Hebrews v. 4 we are told that" No man taketh
this honour unto himself" (i.e., that of)the priesthood), "but he that
is called of God, as was Asron." The One called of God to be Priest
in the New Testament dispensation is our Lord Jesus Christ. The
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typical priesthood of Aaron, and his successors, found its fulfilment
in Him. "So also Christ glorified not Himself to be made a high
priest; but He that said unto Him, Thou art My Son, to-day have
I begotten Thee. As He saith also in another place, 'rhou art a priest
for ever, after the order of Melchisedec."
No others have been thus called of God to be priests (sacrificing
priests). We need no other priest but Christ. He ever lives to
exercise His glorious Priesthood "after the order of Melchisedec."
As shown in the type; this is an order of priesthood which is unique.
There is no other of that order but Christ. In contrast to the Levitical
priests, who, one after the other, died, "Because He continueth
ever," He hath " an unchangeable priesthood"-a priesthood" which
passeth not from one to another." This is the Priest that ruined
and lost sinners of mankind need and have. He is " King of righteousness, and King of peace" (see Heb. vii. 1-3). His people receive
from Him both a justifying righteousness, and peace of conscience"peace with God "-through His finished work Inasmuch as the
inspired Word asks: "Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's
eject ~ It is God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth ~
It is Christ That died, yea rather That is risen again, Who is even at
the right hand of God, Who a)so maketh intercession for us "; we
have all that our souls need "IN HIM"; we are "blessed with all
spiritual blessings" in Christ, and no other priest is needed. The
one sacrifice hath availed, and "the blood of Jesus Christ, His Son,
cleanseth us from all sin."
Aaron and his successors were the only priests under the old covenant, and Christ is the only Priest under the new, Any man who
reckons himself a priest (a sacrificing priest) sins against the Lord.
His sin is similar to that of Korah and his company; it is " the gainsaying' of Core."
This gainsaying met with signal judgment, foreshadowing doubtless
the yet future judgment which will fall upon apostate Christendom.
But, further, we read in Numbers xvi. that on the very next day,
" All the congregation of the children of Israel murmured against Moses
and against Asron, saying, Ye have killed the people of the Lord."
This was followed by another judgment. Wrath went out from the
Lord. It was not as in this day of grace. The chosen people of
God were under law. Judgment followed sin and rebellion. A
plague began among the people, and was only stayed by the mediation
of Aaron, who, at Moses' word, took a censer, and put fire therein
from off the altar, and put on incense, and made an atonement for
the people.
" AND HE STOOD BETWEEN THE DEAD AND THE LIVING;
PLAGUE WAS STAYED."

AND THE

Here we have a beautiful type of the" one Mediator between God
and men, the Man Christ Jesus." He has fulfilled and exhausted
the Asronic type. He alone could stand, and has stood, between
perishing sinners and God. And He ever lives as our Mediator and
Intercessor-" a Priest for ever."
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He did what Aaron could not do. He laid down His life for His
people. Thus" when we were enemies we were reconciled to God
by the death of His Son, much more then, being reconciled, we shall
be saved by His life" (Rom. v. 10). This was foretold by our Lord
when He said: "As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,
even so must the Son of man be lifted up; that whosoever believeth
in Him should not perish, but have eternal life." By this "lifting
up "-by His death upon "the accursed tree "-He will destroy
(R.V. bring to nought) him that had the power of death, that is,
the devil (Heb. ii. 14). This was typified by the lifting up of the
brazen serpent in the wilderness-like the fiery serpents which bit the
people, but yet powerless to cause death-shadowing the destruction
of Satan's power by the "lifting up" of Christ upon the cross. He
has stood between the dead and the living, and the plague is stayed.
Aaron had the right censer, the right incense, and the right fire
taken from off the altar; and thus, as J ehovah's chosen servant and
priest, could make atonement under the law. But Christ, the Anointed
One of God, is the true and antitypical Priest, altar, and sacrifice;
and His an-prevailing mediation and intercession is on the ground of
His one propitiatory sacrifice, once offered.
Our Great High Priest ever liveth. He has exhausted the Aaronic
type, but now lives, " a priest for ever, after the order of Melchisedec."
In Him we have "everlasting righteousness"; in Him we have
" abundance of peace."
11

Immovable our hope remains,
'Vithin the veil our anchor lies,
Jesus, Who washed us from our stains,

Shall bear us safely to the skies."
ROBERT J. NOYES, RD.
THE BELIEVER'S DELIGHT IN THE LAW OF GOD.
By THE LATE REV. BERNARD GILPIN, M.A.
" For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: but I see another
law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and
bringing me into captivity to the law of sin that is in my members.
o wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body
of this death? I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So
then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh
the law of sin."-RoMANS vii. 22-25.

WHAT can be more certain than that the man whose delight is in
God's law, whose misery it is that sin works in him, and whose Rock
is God in Christ, Whom he gratefully adores, is the true regenerate
believer 1 Whether, therefore, the Apostle Paul, in the concluding
verses of Rom. vii., speaks of hinrself, and that after his conversion
(as I believe without question he does); or personates another man,
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as the advocates of fleshly perfection are compelled to suppose~till
he describes the character of a regenerate believer.
The first thing he avows is a certain holy delight: "I delight:'
says he, "in the law of God after the inward man." I delight in it,
i.e., it is sweet to me, the word translated" I delight" being derived
from ~ov~, sweet. This is the same as what David says of the blessed
man, " His delight is in the law of the Lord:' and again, " The law
of the Lord is perfect . . . sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb" (Ps. i., xix.).
The word" law" may be taken, with a certain latitude, to signify
the whole of God's revealed will, and so to include the Gospel; yet
even so, it can not be said to be the delight of any natural man, for
his delight is in fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind. Much
less can the law of God in its strict sense be the delight, or anything
but the fear and dread, of all sinners who are under it. Before delight
in it can be felt; faith must be given them to believe steadfastly that
Christ has redeemed them from the curse of the law, that He justifies
them by His righteousness, and creates a holy nature in them by
His Spirit. Let these things be so, and the man can say, "I delight
in the law of God."
But then, adds the Apostle, this delight is only in the" inward man:'
or in that holy nature created by the Spirit; for nothing else ina
man is conformable to the law of God, but contrary to it. It may,
however, be most truly asserted that in the regenerate believer there
is a real delight in the law, and this delight is most holy. But then,
as the Apostle proceeds to declare, in the same person the motions
of sin still work, which causes in him, not delight, but deep misery,
yet a misery which is most holy also. "I see," says the Apostle,
" another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind,
and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members." Now, what must be the feelings with which the inward man
views these insidious workings and encroachments of sin ~ Can it
consent to them or endure them ~ No. It cries out, "0 wretched
man that I am!" and, unable to accomplish a deliverance, looks,
out of self, for the Deliverer, "who shall deliver me from the body
of this death ~" The allusion, supposed to be made here, to the
dreadful penal sentence of fastening a living man to a dead corpse,
adds intensity to this vehement exclamation. We should remember
that the more intense the misery of the state described, the greater
is the holiness of him enduring it. Just before the Apostle says, "I
delight"; but his delight can not neutralize his misery. Though
delighting in the law of the Lord, still he is obliged to cry out, " 0
wretched man that I am." I am sure that neither the Pharisee nor
the Antinomian can attain to this holy misery, any more than to
this holy delight. Both must result alone from the pure and holy
grace of the Divine Spirit.
But there remains one further word to be considered. "I thank
God; through Jesus Christ our Lord." I, who delight in the Divine
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law, and whose intense misery is sin, am thankful to the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for the gift of His only begotten Son.
Here is faith; and the faith working by love, which brings forth the
thanksgiving. Through this Divine Mediator, the sin which is my
misery can not prove my destruction; and the holy law I delight in,
is not against me, but for me. The just God is the justifier of him
who believeth in Jesus (Rom. iii. 26).
TOUR IN THE HOLY LAND.
By THE LATE REV. CHARLES B. SNEPP, LL.M., VICAR
BIRMINGHAM.
(Continued from page 224.)

OF

PERRY BARR,

IN the evening I had the privilege of calling on the Anglican Bishop
of Jerusalem, the venerable Bishop Gobat, now in his 84th year. His
courtesy and kindness were most gratifying. We greatly enjoyed an
hour or more with the bishop and his family. We sang our sweet
hymns together from "Songs of Grace and Glory," his daughter
playing from "Havergal's Psalmody" Zaanaim and Culbach, also
"Safe in the arms of Jesus" and" The Great Physician." After
tea the bishop kindly invited me to stay to family prayers and conduct them, which I accordingly did, and got back to my tent about
ten 0' clock; the bishop kindly asking me to preach on Sunday morning.
THURSDAY, November 30th.
Just seen the British Consul, who suggests a little change of ronte.
We now start for Jericho and the Dead Sea, theu back to Jerusalem
by December 2nd, and then to Nazareth, Carmel, and Damascus.
(Encamped for the night, with all our tents fixed, like a little village, in
the plains of Jordan, by the ruins of Jericho and by the fountain of
Elisha. (See Joshua iii., iv., and 2 Kings ii. 18-22.)
THURSDAY, November 30th.
WE have had a most glorious day, the sun shining brightly' in the
heavens like a day in June; the air is so balmy, and the scenery more
beautiful by far than words can describe.
After calling on the British Consul with Lord Derby's letter, we
started off on sixteen horses, with mules, etc., numbering altogether
fifty-three. Our route lay nearly all round the outer walls of Jerusalem,
about three miles of intense interest; passing by the gate Damascus;
along Mount Olivet; by the mount of the Ascension; along the Valley
of Kedron; St. Stephen's Gate; catching sight of the mosque of
Omar, which now covers" the holy of holies." Then to the left was
the Garden of Gethsemane, so deeply touching and memorable. Then
on the opposite side was the Golden Gate of the Temple, which has been
closed for so many years; then by the Valley of Jehoshaphat (and
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Kedron, all one). Here too the excavations ofthe Palestine Exploration
Society have gone seventy-five feet deep in search of the original
foundations of the city. Then we passed in sight of the tombs of
Absalom and Zachariah, and saw at a distance the House of Evil Counsel,
but nearer, and far sweeter, the Pool of Siloam, with the pretty little
village of that name. The first word" beautiful" in the 48th Psalm
deserves indeed to be emphasized; for the city, for situation, is indeed
most beautiful. And then ss we rode on, new beauties opened every
minute; and as we rounded the Mount of Olives we could see the
Dead Sea in the distance, and the grand range of hills lying beyond,
lighted up with most beautiful colours. Shortly we rounded another
point, and came in sight of the lovely scenery of Bethany. No wonder
our dear Lord sought and found sweet retirement here, in the house of
Martha and Mary. Then we descended by a rocky road from Jerusalem to Jericho, where the man fell among thieves and the good
Samaritan dressed his wounds. Then we passed the house of Simon
the leper, and shortly after a splendid flock of sheep and goats met us
with their handsome faces and beautiful silky coats. We also saw the
shepherd counting the flock; and" passing under the rod," or crook,
was at once explained. We dismounted for hali an hour to lunch, by
the side of a fountain, and carpets were seen at once to cover the
ground for a tablecloth, and to recline on. I was scarcely up to the
enjoyment of a meal, though most were. We "ere soon in 0UI' saddles
again, and a further ride of nearly six hours more awaited us. From
this point the scenery became altogether changed, and from being the
most beautiful and lovely it took the appearance of wildness and
grandeur all around, increasing in intensity almost every mile we
took; mountain gorges and ravines, dried-up beds of rivulets, large
loose stones strewed all over our path; the horses picking their way
through them with wonderful cleverness; sometimes passing up and
sometimes passing down a flight of stone steps by the hundreds, I had
almost said thousands; while two of our mounted guard, wearing the
Bedouin Arab dress, would enliven the party with their extraordinary
wild freaks on horseback, sometimes galloping up the steep sides of the
mountains, and sometimes carrying on a sham fight with each other
with all the fierceness and dexterity imaginable.
FRIDAY,

December 1st.

Rose before 6 a.m. Breakfast and family prayer by 7.15. Started
off for the Dead Sea and Jordan; bathed and swam in both. But
our ride was much longer than we anticipated. We passed through
thorny thickets, and once my horse got me into a position which
reminded me of Absalom, but not so disastrous. We also passed the
" balm of Gilead " tree, which vividly recalled to mind my sermon on
that text (Jer. viii. 22) on the death of dear old Mrs. Farmer, for fifty
years a faithful servant in Lord Calthorpe's family, and also acting as
our village doctress in those bygone days.
Every turn in our ride brought new scenery, totally different from
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anything we had seen before. After leaving the ruins of the old
Jericho, we passed through the squalid village of the new Jericho, and
then entered the wide, wild plains of the Jordan, and were soon among
the sandy slimepits of which Moses writes. We passed also near the
valley of Achor (see J osh. vii. 26, Isa. lxv. 10, and Hos. ii. 15). A
threshing-floor too, explaining the ancient custom. A flight of wild
doves and partridges, and a solitary wild duck of the eider kind told
us of the birds of the place. Moreover a splendid herd of camels
awakened our interest, also their method of coming down to drink.
Across the Jordan the range of Nebo's mountains and the heights of
Pisgah, from which Moses viewed the promised land, charmed our
delighted vision. Everything around seemed to present confirmation
of the truth of Scripture, and to afford us deeper and richer illustrations. At length we reached the Dead Sea, which had deceived us
with its apparent proximity even while we were far, far away. At
length it opens out in solemn grandeur, calm without a ripple, still
less a current, very salt and brackish; no fish can live there, and no
small bird flies across. Our party divided; the ladies going to bathe
in a sheltered creek to the right, while the gentlemen passed a long
way to the left.
The Dead Sea is so strong with salt you can scarcely sink; but
many of us were for a time almost blinded, as the water got into our
eyes, and the more we open and rubbed them the more severely they
smarted. Still we found, to our surprise, the waters wonderfully
clear, or clean, if I may so express it; yet most of us had our faces
coated with salt, even after they had been dried. A good gallop, or
rather series of gallops, across the sandy plains, as hard as our swift
horses could' go, was very agreeable after our bathe; and then a ride
of two hours brought us to the fords of the Jordan. Here we found
the waters muddy, and the current very strong; hence our bathing
here was not quite so enjoyable as we had anticipated, and only a few
of our party could venture in safety to swim across. Afterwards we
lunched here, and recalled the many scenes described in Holy Scripture
connected with it: the passage of all Israel in the time of Joshua
(chapters iii. and iv.); the smiting of the waters by the prophets;
the baptizing of multitudes by John the Baptist here, and of our
blessed Lord Himself (Matt. iii.), awaken the deepest interest.

Decem1Jer 3rd.
It is the Sabbath Day-and a memorable day indeed; oh, what
varied thoughts and feeli!1gs crowd one upon the other! From my
open window, a few yards off, the mosque of Omar rises up over that
hallowed spot on which the Temple stood, and the great dome now
covers the" holy of holies." How solemn the lesson! Sacred privileges, neglected or abused, prepare the way for their removal and
judgment! Take another view: from our sitting-room on the other
side the streets present quite a babel of confusion and. disobedience ;
a market is being held, and the busy throng congregate, either to
JERUSALEM,
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purchase or to g088ip. It is a small open space, and filled with idolaters,
Sabbath breakers, and idlers. Alas! alas! how is this great city
fallen; and how very few there are who know anything of " the true
God and Jesus Christ Whom He hath sent." But I will go back a
little; before break of day the harsh blowing of Turkish horns awoke
one from slight repose; and ere long, again, after a little composing
to rest, the great bell of some Turkish edifice bursting forth with loud
and clamorous noise, taken up by smaller bells, told of some heathen
or superstitious observance, about 5 a.m.; but, being very wearied,
I determined to try sleep once more till seven o'clock, and so got a little
refreshment before the duties of the day began. Divine service was
at ten; and the chaplain kindly called about twenty minutes before to
conduct me to the beautiful little English church on Mount Zion,
which serves as a little cathedral. Bishop Gobat was in the vestry,
ready to give me a kind and genial welcome as morning preacher. It
Was Advent Sunday; and my heart bounded with deep and solemn
joy. It was also'the Sunday for administering" the Lord's Supper,"
and our party looked forward with intense delight to so great a privilege
on such a hallowed spot. The church seemed nicely filled; a spirit of
deep interest was awakened, and we had many communicants; the
singing was fervent and hearty. I took for my text Ephesians i. 7 :
"We have redemption through His blood." And without dwelling
upon the deep emotions stirred, in preaching from such hallowed
ground, or upon the glorious themes of the first or second Advent, I
proceeded at once to the great theme of Redemption, taking a threefold division of my subject: (i.) the Redeemer; (ii.) the redemption;
(iii.) the redeemed. The hallowed scene and position were all new to
me, the surroundings solemn and imposing; but the Lord helped me
to fix my attention solely upon His message which He gave me to
deliver, and mercifully granted a sweet savour of His presence, and
freedom of utterance and thought, beyond my most sangnine expectation. I am sure many beloved friends had been praying for me, and
the good Lord graciously answered our united prayers. A goodly
number stayed to receive the Lord's Supper, and in our own party
many hearts beat with deep emotions of love and gratitude and consecration to our glorious Lord and Saviour, as we were permitted to
celebrate together on this hallowed spot (Mount Zion) the emblems of
His dying love. Truly it was a very blessed season! In the evening
we all attended a little service in the schoolroom, where Dr. Cranage
delivered an interesting address on the Five Offerings, from the first
five chapters of Leviticus. At the close I was delighted to find a
devoted Christian (from Christ Church, Birmingham) taking a most
active part in the mission here. During the afternoon I spent a very
happy hour of prayer and communion with God on the Hat top of the
high roof of our hotel, looking on Mount Zion and Hezekiah's Pool, and
the site of the ancient Temple. "Bright the vision that delighted,"
and" Part sunbeams from their centre," were two of our sweet hymns
which, almost before I could think of them, found vent in sacred song.
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A1! I looked on the opposite Mountain of Olivet, and read Zechariah
xiv., and Isaiah xxiv. 23 and xxxii. I, my soul felt wrapped in joyful
and holy contemplation!
MONDAY,

December 4th.

Breakfast at 7.0, and started about 8.0, for the most interesting site
in Jerusalem: where Solomon's Temple once stood, but now covered by
Mahometan edifices. It is a large area, nearly half a mile square, with
the different buildings and open courts upon it; chiefest of all " The
Dome of the Rock," wrongly called the mosque of Omar. It is a
gorgeous building, emblazoned with gold and mosaics and marble.
The interior is wonderful; but first of all, before we were allowed to
enter, all had to take off their boots and shoes, and put on their slippers
carried by a servant. Grand pillars, and large slabs of onyx stones,
and arches of green and gold, covered this sacred spot upon which,
before Israel sinned, once stood "the holy of holies." The Turks
reverence it, though they have built their gorgeous dome over it, and
now associate with it the name of their false prophet, as desiring to
do it honour.
The summit of the rock of Mount Moriah is here seen in all its simple
purity and grandeur, enclosed under the centre of this gorgeous dome.
We walked round it with feelings of admiration and deep solemnity, as
we thought of the lessons of " judgment, and yet of mercy," before us.
" 0 God, Thy holy temple have they defiled"; and yet Thine enemies
are made instructive witnesses for Thee! yea, by them this very spot
is preserved and kept, in a manner and for a purpose which no other
nation could have done. There are series of underground excavations,
rooms, chapels, cisterns, etc., etc., more than I know how to describe.
But there is some ground for hoping we may one day discover the very
ark of Solomon's Temple, deposited secretly in one of these subterranean chambers. There is no public worship in this mosque of Omar,
but in the mosque of Aksa they hold their great gatherings for prayer,
etc., etc.; this was originally a Christian church, built by the emperor
Justinian. From thence we descended to view the wonderful excavations lately made by Captain Warren, of wonderful lofty pillars and
arches, and series of halls-for I can compare them to nothing less.
Some say they were Solomon's stables; some affirm they were great
reservoirs. But yet farther and deeper, beyond all this, were other
discoveries made, though we know not their import. Thence we proceed to the "great granaries" of Solomon, capable of holding an
untold and almost inconceivable amount; at the end of one was a
splendid gateway, of stupendous masonry, the height enormous; and
yet four rows of stones sufficed to reach the top; while the length of
many stones appeared to be from twenty to thirty feet, and in two
instances I observed the shaft of the pillar was formed of one (only)
stone, so lofty and magnificent was it. Next we ascended till we
reached the Golden Gate of the Temple, sometimes called the
Beautiful Gate, and then passed on over the open space or precincts
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of the Temple (where I gathered grass and flowers), till we reached
the Gate of the Twelve Tribes. We then passed on to the Pool
of Bethesda, beneath a hot burning sun, though in the month
of December. The house of Caiaphas (where Jesus was shamefully
scourged), and Pilate's house were next visited; and from the top
of this we had a splendid view, right over the Temple, and could
distinctly trace where Solomon had levelled the summit of
Moriah, over a large area; and the different parts of the Temple
courts stood out conspicuously. We visited the church of "Ecce
Homo" and "Ecce Rex Vester," and passed downstairs to behold
part of the old street of Jerusalem, as it was in the time of our
Saviour, most interesting amid all the debris and heaps of rubbish
which has been accumulating for the last eighteen centuries. Here
too was a subterranean way leading to the Temple; and here too a
little spring of water was continually forcing its way out of the rock.
Ail the person belonging to this place could speak English, I ventured
to offer the little" Appendix to Songs of Grace and Glory," which was
most courteously accepted; and I began to feel I had nearly given
away all my little stock, but not without much prayerful hope for the
Lord's blessing. After lunch we visited the extensive stone quarries
under the great city; they astonished and delighted us, as we marched
with lighted candles slowly into the bowels of the earth. Here too we
discovered another beautiful spring of water, almost warm, for the
temperature was very high; here too the numerous masons hewed the
great stones for the building of Solomon's Temple, and contrived to
prepare them all ready to be put each one in its own place, without the
noise of axe or hammer. One large stone remains, partly chiselled
through, nearly ready for its future place. And amidst all the intense
heat we observed two bats holding on to the roof of the cavern, though
very soon to be dislodged by our party. We returned to daylight near
the Gate of Damascus, where a funeral procession passing by reminded
us of Jesus meeting and stopping the bier of the widow's son, and in
Divine majesty and tender sympathy saying, "Young man, I say
unto thee, Arise."
December 5th. !"1l
Rose at 5.30, breakfasted 6.30, started about 7.30 for Bethlehem.
Some of us had fresh horses; mine was the same, but quite lively and
skittish after two days' rest, ready to bound away over rough stones,
hill and dale, and gallop at any pace; but I liked my chestnut charger,
and felt he could do anything; we were getting old friends, and had
done many a hard day's work together, from six to nine hours in the
saddle, and over such roads as it would appear most presumptuous to
attempt in England. Indeed I should have thought it had been quite
impossible for any horse to have encountered such steep and stony
paths.
The sun was b,right in the heavens, and the scenery around, most
interesting; passing outside the city walls we descended a steep, place,
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and soon came acrOM Solomon's aqueduct for conveying water into
Jerusalem. Then the Pool of Gibon; then the Hill of Evil Counsel,
and Judas Iscariot's place, where he hanged himself. Then the interest·
ing field where J onathan with his bow and arrows signified to his friend
David his danger from Saul (see 1 Sam. xx.). Next the plain of
Rephaim (or the giants). Then we passed near the spot where the
eunuch was baptized by Philip (Acts viii.); next the well of the wise
men (Matt. ii. 8-11); and Elisha's fountain, near which we spied the
broad arrow of our English surveyors, indicating that our government
had been surveying this part of the country. Then we approach the
ancient tomb of Rachel (Gen. xxxv. 19,20). We also passed the pretty
village of Zellzah, and soon drew near the well of David, by Bethlehem
(2 Sam. xxiii. 14-17). Soon we reached that interesting city; signs
of life and progress are more manifest here, and new buildings in course
of erection; but we hastened on to visit the supposed spot of the
Nativity. It is covered over by a great Franciscan convent where
alas! all the outward decorations and superstitions of both Greek and
Latin churches seemed to hold their sway. We descended stone stairs
to view the alleged spot where our blessed Lord and Saviour became
incarnate, and was born of the Virgin, next and close to the spot where
He was laid in a manger. But both of these are covered with stone
and marble slabs, and with decorations of gold and silver and precious
stones and paintings, making it all as unlike the original as could be.
Here however we sang" How sweet the name of Jesus sounds," and
" The Great Physician now is uigh "; two of our party offered prayer
and we closed with the Lord's Prayer.
After the place of the Nativity we visited St. Jerome's study, where
he is said to have translated the Bible into the Latin Vulgate; also
the tomb of Eusebius. Then we all sat down on the stone steps to be
photographed, then to lunch, next to purchase presents, and to return
to Jerusalem. Some two or three of our party, not being very well,
preferred a carriage to riding, but the driver drove them right against
a wall, broke the pole, etc., etc., and they were obliged to return in
the saddle.
After lunch Mr. Cooper and myself visited the Church of England
Mission Schools in J ernsalem, and were much pleased; also their
hospital. Next we visited "the wailing place" of the Jews, over
against the old walls of their ancient Temple. Ten men were there,
and one of them a Pharisee, praying and wailing. It was a sad and
solemn sight. We observed immense stones of the Temple wall; some
single stones sixteen feet long, some twenty, and one about thirtythree feet long and over three feet high. A very pleasant evening with
Bishop Gobat closed the day.
(To b. conii......d.)

THE less the world knows thee, the better for thee; thou mayst
be satisfied with this one thing-God knows them that are His.
-Lange'. '.. Bibelwer1c."
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CHRIST, THE ROSE OF SHARON.
[FROM" THE GLORY OF CHRIST UNVEILED:' BY JOSEPH HUSSEY.]
THE metaphor, " I am the Rose of Sharon:' can be spoken of no person
in God abstractedly, but of Christ as the Son of Man, or as Christ the
Anointed to God, as the word Christ signifies the unction of the Holy
Ghost. When Christ received the Spirit without measure, it fell upon
Jesus of Nazareth, the human nature alone being the subject of receiving
the Holy Ghost: for I know of no metaphor or shadow that God is set
out unto us by in Scripture, to shadow out the Divine nature, or His
infinite perfections, but to shadow out His grace to us in the flesh of
Jesus; for without the veil of Christ's flesh, our God is a consuming
fire. We can hold no communication with God's essence and perfections but as it is revealed in Christ, and therefore it is the Holy
Ghost That leads us to Him as Mediator, by shadows and metaphors
which point Him out as man. Some shadows or glasses represent Him
more to us than others; as there is more in Him to us as He is a Bridegroom, a Husband, than as He is a Shepherd or a Shield. The shadows
belong to Him as He is the Word That was made flesh, and it is as such
that still He is as the apple tree among the trees of the wood; so that
before the time of the promise drew nigh, as the Old Testament saints
had not received Him in the flesh, nor otherwise seen Him, yet by
faith beheld Him to come in the flesh, therefore the Church could
tsstify of Him, under the shadow of the "tree" and "a righteous
branch to be raised up unto David:' "I sat down under His shadow
with great delight:' as if she had said, I find all good coming into my
soul by this free gift, this gift of God to me as given in my nature;
for as such He is the shadow of a great rock in a weary land, in
Whom we enjoy God, and are not scorched by the flames of Divine
holiness.
The Old Testament speaking of things to come as done, according
to ancient settlements between God and Christ, though yet to come
between Christ and the Church, He is not set forth in those words,
"I am the Rose of Sharon," as humbled, but as the humanity now
absolutely subsists in the open glory of the Divinity; and the human
nature is perfectly filled with all the glory due to His personal glory in
heaven, and is here described as such. Oh, what a sight will it be to
be with Him, to behold Him where He is! not as a Man of Sorrows,
but in His abstract glory, as the metaphor in the text points Him out!
In the latter part of it He says, " I am the lily of the valleys;" wherein
He takes notice how He once sprung on earth, in His abasement; and
indeed His glory was first in God's eye before His humiliation, and is
therefore fitly placed here before it. So that in this description of Him
the Holy Ghost hath admirably fitted it on purpose to cut off all considerations of Him on earth but what are every way worthy of Him
in heaven. The text hath to do with Christ under the glorious kingly
shadow of His spreading favour to His saints, neither doth a stranger
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intermeddle with His joy. Though this Sharon's Rose be gotten into
bloom, it is a secret between the Bridegroom and the bride, therefore
He says, " All things that I have heard of My Father I have made
known unto you." It is the saints that see their all in Christ; their
own beauty, holiness, and enjoyment before it reached them; and
this while the greatest part of men now at this day, see more delight
in language, more beauty in wit, more colour in gold, and are more
taken with carnal honours than they are with Christ. For the Holy
Ghost, setting forth Christ thus, doth not represent Him as He is
preached in the Gospel to sinners, but as He is preached in the Gospel
to His own saints, that have obtained, by believing, the preview of
Him through a glass darkly; and so set them a-longing after His
appearing in His open glory, when He shall be beheld face to face, and
through the saints' conformity to Him in the resurrection of the just,
shall" be admired in all them that believe;" when He will.lay it out
before all the world, what right, though short, conceptions of the
glory of His person, in opposition to all worldly glory, He had been
giving to His saints by the Holy Ghost in this life; and what right
though short conceptions of their own raised bodies, in conformity to
Christ's most glorious body, they once had in believing when here in
a poor state on earth. This I take to be much the meaning of that
phrase, 2 Thess. i. 10. Oh, what glorious dreams are these to the
world! and yet I know that with mine eyes I shall behold Him in His
glorious kingdom.
Thus it is as He is risen and His blossom shall never fade, that this
glorious Rose has conversation with the lily of the valleys mentioned in
the next verse, even now while He is preparing her with His righteousness, "as His love among the daughters," singling her out for the
everlasting embraces of her God. The Song of Solomon in general,
and this expression in particular, " I am the Rose of Sharon," is between
Christ and the spouse, not between Christ and unconverted sinners.
Again, this Person in glory is capable of being enjoyed in communion,
and even experienced in His spiritual kingdom with the utmost delight;
but the notion of gathering Him as we do roses doth not carry that
reverence and due regard to Christ in it that we ought to have. The
gathering a rose is separating it from the stem on which it grew; but
Christ in our nature can be in no way separated from God; He is
capable of being enjoyed as He is, but it is by a suitable enjoyment
that must not alter nor remove Him; for to separate His humanity
in our thoughts from His Godhead, is to disworship Him as Mediator,
Who is as such the Rose always flourishing. It is Christ's property,
indeed, as the Shepherd of the flock to " gather the lambs in His arm"
(Isa. xl. 11), to "gather the lilies" (Cant. vi. 2); but not ours to
gather Him as we do a rose, by separating it from the stem; for Christ
is never to be separated from the stem of Jesse, from the root and
offspring of David,
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GLEANING8::FROM SAMUEL RUTHERFORD.
CONFESSION OF SIN.

I HAVE seen my abominable vileness; if I were well known, there would
none in this kingdom ask how I do. Men take my ten to be an hundred;
but I am a deeper hypocrite and a shallower professor than everyone
believeth. God knoweth I feign not. For my part, despair might be
almost excused if everyone in this land saw my inner side. If I could
be saved, as I would fain believe, sure I am I have given Christ's blood,
His free grace, and the bowels of His mercy a large field to work upon.
When I look to my guiltiness, I see my salvation one of our Saviour's
greatest miracles, either in heaven or earth. I am sure I may defy any
man to show me a greater wonder. But seeing I have no wares, no
hire, no money for Christ, He must either take me with' want, misery,
corruption, or then want me. 0 how desirable is a Saviour to make
a sinner rid of his chains and fetters !
AFFLICTIONS.

Glad may your soul be, even to walk in the fiery furnace, with One
like unto the Son of Man, Who is also the Son of God. Courage up your
hearts; when you tire, He will bear both you and your burden.
Is she lost to you who is found to Christ 1 It is self·love in us that
maketh us mourn for them that die in the Lord.
When vou are come to the other side of the water, and have set down
your foot on the shore of glorious Eternity, and look back again to the
water and to your wearisome journey, and shall see in that clear glass
of endless glory nearer to the bottom of God's wisdom, you shall then
be forced to say, " If God had done otherwise with me than He hath
done, I had never come to the enjoyment of this crown of glory."
Our Lord took your husband to Himself, that He might make room
for Himself.
If I had not sailed this sea-way to heaven, but had taken the landway, as many do, I should not have known Christ's sweetness in such
a measure.
Subscribe a blank submission, and put it in Christ's hands.
I think it a sweet thing that Christ saith of my cross, " Half Mine,"
nay, that I and my cross are wholly Christ's.
What love you did bear to friends now dead-they stand now in no
need of it-let it fall as a just legacy to Christ.
TIldE, THE WORLD, ETC.

Do not weary; you must be riper ere you be shaken; there is less
sand in your glass now than there was yesterday.
The stranger in an uncouth country, must take with smoky inns and
coarse cheer, and a hard bed, and a barking, ill-tongued host. It is not
long till day, and he will pursue his journey on the morrow, and leave
them all. Indeed our fair morning is at hand, the day-star is near the
rilling, and we are not many miles from home'.1
20
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Verily I have seen the best of this world, a moth-eaten, threadbare
coat. I purpose to lay it aside. 0 for my house not made with hands!
As for worldly things, seeing they are meadows and fair flowers in
the way to heaven, a smell in the by-going is sufficient.
Set not your heart upon the world, since God hath not made it your
portion-for you will not have an upper heaven and an under heaven
too-let go your grip of this life.
Some few years will bring us all out in our blacks and whites before
our Judge.
Were this life heaven, there were not much gain in godliness; but
there is a rest for the people of God.
This world is a great forest of thorns in your way to heaven, but you
must go through it.
Whether God come to His children with a rod or a crown, if He comes
with it, it is well.
LoVE OF CHRIST.

I am pained with wondering at new-opened treasures in Christ.
o that time would post faster and hasten our long looked-for communion with that Fairest-Fairest among the sons of men. He hath
left a fire in my heart that hell can not cast water on to quench or
extinguish it.
o if the heaven and the heaven of heavens were paper, and the sea
ink, and the multitude of mountains pens of brass, and I were able to
write that paper, within and without, full of the praises of my Fairest,
my Dearest, my Loveliest, my Sweetest, my Matchless Well-Beloved!
Suppose our Lord were to make ten thousand heavens of good and
glorious things, and of new joys, devised out of the deep of infinite
wisdom, He could not make the like of Christ; for God is Christ and
God can not be made. 0 that He and we were together. There are
many heads lying in Christ's bosom, but there is room for yours among
the rest.
This soul of ours hath love, and cannot but love some fair one: and
oh, what a fair One, what an only One, what an excellent lovely One,
is Jesus! 0 but Christ is heaven's wonder, and earth's wonder! What
marvel that His bride saith, " He is altogether lovely."
,
Lovely Jesus must be our song on this side of heaven's 'gates.
And even when we have won the castle, then must we eternally sing,
"Worthy is the Lamb Who hath saved us, and washed us in His own
blood."
The Arm that hath knocked five thousand years aches not yet:
behold, He stands and knocks, and will not give over till all be His, and
till the tribes in ones and twos be over Jordan, and up with Him in the
good land.
Better a thousand times live under the government and tutory of
Christ, than be your own and live at will. Live in Christ, and you are
in the suburbs of heaven; there is but a thin wall between you and the
land of praises-ye are within an hour's sailing of the shore of the new
Canaan.
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FREE GRAOE.

I will bless the Lord that ever there was such a thing as the free grace
of God, and a free ransom given for captive souls. Only, alas! guiltiness maketh me ashamed to apply to Christ, and to think it pride in me
to put out my unclean and withered hand to such a Saviour. But it is
neither shame nor pride for a drowning man to swim to a rock, nor for
a shipwrecked soul to run himself ashore upon Christ.
~;,~
Seek the blood of atonement for faults, little or great; know the gate
to the well, and lie about it.
. I am still upon this, that, if you seek, there is a hidden treasure and
a gold mine in Christ, you never yet saw: then, come and see.
THE NARROW WAY.

Men's midway cold and wise courses in godliness, and their neighbour
cold and wise pace to heaven, will cause many a man to want his
lodging at night, and lie in the fields.
I, like a fool, carved a providence for mine own ease, to die in my rest
and to sleep still till my grey hairs, and to lie in the sunny side of the
mountain in my ministry at Anworth; but now I have nothing to say
against a borrowed fireside.
It is Christianity to live and serve God, suppose there were not one
man or woman in all the world dwelling beside to eye you.
VARIOUS.

Christ possessed by faith here, is young heaven and glory in the bud.
Stoop, stoop, it is a low entry to go in at heaven's gates.
.
Christ can not miscount one of the poorest of His lambs. No lad, no
girl, no poor one, shall be missing.
o happy and blessed death, that golden bridge laid over by Christ,
my Lord, betwixt time's clay banks and heaven's shore.
God loved you before He laid the corner stone of the world, and:
therefore He can not change His mind because He is God.
Since the world began, hell and the wicked have been pulling at the
Church; but, God b.e thanked, they only break their arms by pulling.
It is not our sins which the world persecutes in us, but God's grace
and loyalty to King Jesus.
.
Except you enj oy and possess Christ, you will be a cold friend to His
spouse; for it is love to the husband that ca)lseth kindness to the wife.
When Christ and the Gospel are out of Scotland, dream not that your
houses shall thrive, and that it shall go well with the nobles of the land.
You can not be ignorant but that your day will end, and that the night
of death will call you from the pleasures of this life, and that a doom
given out at death standeth for ever, even as long as God liveth. 0
how cOlnfortable shall the feast of a good conscience be to you when
your eye-strings sha.ll break, your face wax pale, and the breath turn
cold, and your poor soul come sighing to the windows of the house of
clay of you;r dying body, and shall long to be out, and to have the jailer
to open the door tha.t the prisoner may be set at liberty. Make sure
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work of salvation, that it be not a seeking when the sand-glass is run
out, and Time and Eternity shall tryst together. They who will take
the world and all their flitting on their back, and run away from Christ,
will fall by the way, be taken captive themselves, and leave their
burden behind them.
o when will men learn to be that heavenly wise as to divorce from,
and free their souls of, all idols, lovers, and make Christ the only, only
One, and trim and make ready their lamps while they have time and
day! How soon will some few years pass away, and then, when the
day is ended, and this life's lease expired, what have men of this world's
glory but dreams and thoughts! 0 happy for evermore that soul who
can rightly compare this life with that long lasting life to come, and can
balance the weighty glory of the one with the light-golden vanity of
the other.

*

*
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READERS OF THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" need no introduction to
Samuel Rutherford. On its pages, for well over one hundred years, will
be fOlmd quotations from this saintly divine. The name of Samuel
Rutherford is known in every Protestant country, and in almost every
Protestant home. His" Letters," by the esteemed Rev. D. A. A.
Bonar, his" Trial and Triumph of Faith," or some other of his works,
may be found in most libraries and many homes in Scotland, especially
in the Highlands. An English gentleman, now at his rest, whom we
had the pleasure and privilege of meeting in Scotland a few years ago,
informed us that out of love and respect to Samuel Rutherford he called
his eldest son by his name. The foregoing are a few extracts from his
writings, to which many more, equally precious, might be added. Suffice
it here to give his last words and a few of his remarks during the last
few days of his life. All that is told us of his death-bed is characteristic
of the man. Some days before his death he said, " I shall shine-I shall
see Christ as He is-I shall see Him reign, and all His fair company
with Him; and I shall have my large share." He often repeated
J er. xv. 16, "Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and Thy
word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart." He said, " My
eyes shall see my Redeemer. I know He shall stand at the last day
upon the earth, and I shall be caught up in the clouds to meet Him in
the air, and I shall be ever with Him-,and what would you have more!
-There is an end." A little after, he said, " I have been a wretched
sinful man, but I stand at the best pass that ever a man did-Christ is
mine and I am His," and spoke much of the white stone and the new
name. Mr. Blair, of St. Andrew's, a brother minister, who loved with
all his heart to hear Christcommended, said to him again, " What
think you now of Christ!" To which he replied, "I shall live and
adore Him. Glory, glory to my Creator, and to my Redeemer, for
ever! Glory shines in Immanuel's Land!" In the afternoon of that
day, he said, "Oh! that all my brethren may know what a Master I
have served, and what peace I have this day. I shall sleep in Christ,
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and when I awake I shall be satisfied with His likeness." And he said,
" This night shall close the door, and put my anchor within the veil.
and I shall go away in a sleep by five o'clock in the morning," which
exactly fell out according as he had told that night. Though he was
very weak, he had often this expression, " 0 for arms to embrace Him!
o for a well-tuned harp!" His last words were, " Glory, glory dwelleth
in Immanuel's Land! "-as if he had caught a glimpse of its mountain
tops. He departed this life for Immanuel's Land on 20th March, 1661.
at his house in St. Andrew's, and is now (as he would have said), " sleeping in the bosom of the Almighty," till the Lord come. Had he lived
a few weeks, his might have been the cruel death endured by his faithful friend J ames Guthrie, whom he had encouraged by his letters to
steadfastness to the end. The vote which the Parliament passed when
told that he was dying, did him no dishonour. When they had voted
that he should not die in the College, Lord Burleigh rose and said, " Ye
cannot vote him out of heaven." There is one expressive line in the
epitaph on his tombstone in the churchyard of the Chapel of St.
Regulus :le

What tongue, what pen, or skill of men,

C..n f..mous Rutherford commend I
His learning justly r..ised his fame,
Trne greatness did adorn his name.

He did converse with things above,
Acqua.inted with Immanuel's love."

J. G.

Haddington.

"BEAUTIES OF ERSKINE."
[RALPH ERSKINE, 1685-1752.]
" Come, see a M an, Which told me all things that ever I did,. is not this the
Christ? "-J OHN iv. 29.

I WOULD exhort you to a holy walk, and thereby to commend and
exalt Christ, as the woman of Samaria here did, saying, both with
your lip and life, " Come, see a Man, Which told me all things that ever
I did; is not this the Christ 1" Where she both takes shame to
herself, and gives glory to God in Christ: and as our chief happiness
lies in the enjoyment of God, and our holiness lies in glorifying Him,
which is our chief end; so the way to glorify Him is to commend and
exalt Christ with our hearts, lips, and lives. . The text leads me to
direct you particularly to this part of holiness, namely, to commend
Him to all that you have opportunity to converse with, and to exalt
Him before the world. Hath He met with you, as He did with this
woman 1 Oh, then, commend Him, and preach forth His excellency.
Here is a way how every private Christian may be a preacher of Christ.
This belongs not to ministers only, but even you who are followers of
Christ among the female sex, that can not regularly be preachers of
Christ in a ministerial way; yet, 0 poor woman, it is comfortable
that you msy be a successful teacher and preacher of Christ in a
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Christian charitative way, by your spiritual communion and conversation.
o woman, commend Christ to your husband; 0 man, commend
Christ to your wife; 0 parents and masters, commend Him to your
children and servants. 0 believer, commend Christ to your neighbours
and friends, and all that you have r~gular access to.
1. Commend Him humbly, as this woman did; "He told me all
things that ever I did"; she kept her eye upon her own baseness,
and vileness, and unworthiness, which He had discovered to her.
Saints have a double eye, viz., a carnal eye, and a spiritual eye; or
the eye of sense, and the eye of faith. When they look upon themselves
with the carnal eye of sense, then they forget all that ever they did,
and what Christ told them and convinced them of, and are apt to
gaze upon their own parts and gifts; and then self creeps in and
spoils their pleasant exercise. But when they look upon themselves
with the spiritual eye of faith, then they loath themselves, and commend
Christ to purpose, and set Him up to the highest, when self is sinking
to the lowest in remembrance of all that ever they did, as He told
them.
2. Commend Him highly also, as this woman did commend Him
as the great God, the searcher of hearts, the glorious J ehovah; when
Arians and atheists at this day are pnlling Him down from His throne
if it were possible. Oh, set you Him up, and commend Him from your
own experience, as the God-Man" That told you all things that ever
you did"; commend Him in His offices, saying, "Is not this the
Christ 1 " the sealed and consecrated of the Father, to be the Prophet,
Priest, and King of Zion. Is not this Jehovah-tsidkenu, "the Lord
our righteousness" 1 Is not this Jehovah-rophi, "the Lord our
physician" 1 Is not this Jehovah-shamma, the Immanue!, "God
with us "1 Is not this the promised Messias, in Whom all the promises
of God are Yea and Amen 1 Is not this the only Saviour, in Whom all
our salvation lies, being made of God "to us wisdom, righteousness,
sanctification, and redemption" 1 Oh, there is more to say to His
commendation than the tongues of angels can trumpet forth to
eternity. Again3. Commend Him zealously, as this woman did, "Come and see
Him"; it is not, "Come and hear what I have to say of Him" ;
but, "Come, see Himself." Let these whom you commend Him to,
understand that what you wonld be at is, that they shonld never
rest till they see, and taste, and handle this Word of life; and know,
to their experience, what you know. And thus also4. Commend Him feelingly, as this woman did, "Come, see a Man,
Which told me all things that ever I did." You shonld let strangers to
Christ know, that what you speak of Christ you have felt and experienced. If you know the terrors of the Lord, you will persuade men,
with an aching heart, and with holy fear and trembling; and if you
know the consolations of God, you will speak of them with holy
triumph, and as if your heart were leaping within you. Experience
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is the mother of affection; commend Him feelingly and affectionately.
And yet5. Commend Him cautiously, as you also find this woman did.
I think it is also remarkable in this short account that she gives of her
converse with Christ, that she hid, in her own bosom, that special
part of Christ's discourse to her that made most for her own consolation,
particularly that glorious word wherein He clearly manifested Himself
to her, saying, "I That speak unto thee am He." No, she relates
nothing of this; but tells them of that part of the conference which
made most to her shame, as well as to His honour; "He told me all
things that ever I did." As if she was content that Christ should be
exalted on the ruins of her reputation; to let her name be debased,
that His name might be exalted. Indeed, it tends most to her praise,
that she commends Christ to them in that particular that made most
to her shame; and she tells them no more of what He said. Here
is wisdom and caution; and, indeed, there are some precious things
that Christ speaks to His people when they are alone, that is not fit
to be blazed abroad to everyone, especially to those that are yet
strangers to Christ; but in commending Christ to them, it is safest
to treat of these particulars that make most for the debasing of ourselves, and for the exalting of Christ.
6. And lastly. Oh, commend Him practically, as you see this woman
did, while she says not, " Go see" ; but, " Clmle, see a Man, Which told
me all things that ever I did." 0 believer, after a communion, if
you have met with Christ, either now, or formerly, commend Him,
not only verbally, with your mouth; but practically, with your life,
saying, in effect, "Come, see Him." The life of commendation is
the commendation of the life: not of the lip, that says, "Go see" ;
but of the life, that says, "Come see"; your" Go see" will not
convince any that you are in earnest; but a " Come see" may make
them follow your example. When you say, Go, and pray; go, and
praise; go, and worship; go, and do this and that excellent service ;.
they only hear you; but when you go before them, and say, " Come,
and praise; come, and worship; come, and let us seek after Christ,"
then they both hear and see you, and are the more apt to " Come, and
see" with you.
(To be continued.)
IT is easy to trust in Christ with a mere notional faith: it is not
easy, but very humbling indeed, to be shown our misery and guilt and
danger except through Him. From this humiliation we start back;
and all the false religion that is in the world is invented to quiet the
voice of natural conscience without the necessity of being thus humbled.
And this very thing, as it appears to me, shows us the force of our Lord's
words in the text, " This is the condemnation, that light is come into
the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their
deeds were evil." -Ber1lard Gi/pin.
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MORE TESTIMONY.
To the Editor of the GoSPEL MAGAZINE.'
My DEAR MR. ORMISTON,-Following on Mr. Perrott's encouraging
letter in the April number of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, it has been no
small encouragement to have received during the past several weeks
many appreciative letters from scattered readers-the Lord's hidden
ones. It is really wonderful to have such testimony, and it is likewise
most cheering to those who labour, to be thus assured that" their
labour is not in vain in the Lord."
Here are a few expressions culled from the most recent letters.
From Ireland comes a letter from a stranger, but breathing that
warmth of love in the Lord, which at once makes His own" no more
strangers, but fellow-citizens _ .. of the household of faith." The
writer says: "For more than a year past I have been intending to
write and send you the enclosed lines on ' God is Able,' since reading
your article in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE on the same subject. I may
also tell you how much my husband and I value that most excellent
MAGAZINE, which we give and lend to quite a number of people about
here, who all appreciate it more than I can tell you or dear Mr. Ormiston.
One young labouring man, who attends my husband's Bible class.
takes it himself, and it is quite interesting to l.-now that he is a warm
and earnest believer in the doctrines of grace, having been taught of
God Himself to see the preciousness of those doctrines." The writer
then goes on to say, as there is no ministry near them, what a means of
grace this monthly messenger is to the "scattered sheep" around
them.
From another stranger comes these appreciative expressions:
" You must indeed value Mr. OIluiston's most valuable teaching; and
especially the privilege indeed to be able to hear him. I have derived
much blessing from his sermons and addresses in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
and trust as soon as possible to avail myself of the unspeakable pleasure
of hearing him. Every Sunday evening I read one or more of those
sermons to two aged friends who are unable to attend any public
ministry, and very comforting and strengthening we find them. I
shall not cease to pray for him, that such valuable teaching may be
prolonged if God will, for I can fully understand what you would feel
were he to be taken Home. I can never forget the loss I experienced
in the Home-call of the late Rev. E. Lillingston, now thirty-eight
years ago! "
Here is another who speaks of you, dear Editor, in loving terms.
He has never met you face to face, but for a long season-since your
name first came to his notice, while you were at St. David's, Holloway
-has loved you in the Lord. He goes on to say: "I have never
lost sight of him, as a man of God, and a servant of God; and as the
Covenant God of Israel has in answer to prayer spared his valuable
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life through so much affliction and toil, we have now the rich ripe
fruit of a matured experience. I value very much what the Spirit
of God instructs him to write or speak, and I notice in his case, and
also in that of other aged ministers, how they are brought to love
and proclaim the simple truth as known and experienced in the hearts
of all the children. How they seem to grow in the knowledge of,
and heart-felt acquaintance with, Jesus, the sinner's Friend, proving
Him to be a blessed and glorious reality. I have a few friends here
who value as I do the GOSPEL MAGAZINE and its contents from month
to month, especially an aged saint who has not heard a sound for
years; but she enjoys hallowed seasons in fellowship with her
beloved Lord on week-days and on the Lord's day, when she is
actually shut in alone, with never an outside intruder, and to hear
her tell what she gets, as Mary of old, sitting at His feet, is quite refreshing, especially in these days of so much surface work. Oh! how sad
the surroundings are: so much Sabbath-breaking, so much following
after pleasure and the things that perish. How the Living Family
are yearning for the appearing of Him Whom their souls love! Praise
should more fill our hearts in the recollection of what the Lord has
done for us and His dear servant, Mr. Ormiston, and the dear old
time-honoured GOSPEL MAGAZINE. We still pray on, looking alone
to the Lord, from Whom alone cometh our help."
An aged saint of eighty-seven years writes fragrantly: "I have
read your encouraging words, ' Yet the Lord will c.ommand His lovingkindness in the daytime: and in the night His song shall be with me,
and my prayer unto the God of my life.' I much enjoyed words
which to me were' good and comfortable,' and the grand finish with
, Encompassed with clouds of distress.' Mr. Ormiston on The Coming
One is very precious; so mellow, like the first ripe frnit. May God
spare him and use him a little longer if His holy will."
Thus the loving ministry of your dear daughter in taking down
and reproducing the notes of your sermons has been richly owned of
God. So many bear testimony to the joy and help they receive in
reading them. And so His servants labour on-sowing beside all
waters by Divine command and in hnmble faith and dependence upon
their God, Who has so. richly owned and blessed the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
in the past long years of its history, and Who may yet have a purpose
to fulfil and a people to feed thereby, in sustaining it, as He does
eminently; notwithstanding the devices of the :enemy to silence
this witness for the truth.
Believe me, dear Mr. Ormiston,
Yours affectionately in Christ,
RUTH COWELL.
GOOD men may ask for temporal blessings, and not receive them;
because the things we suppose good, may not be good, or not good for
us, or not good for us at present. But none shall seek good for the
best of blessings in vain. If we ask enough, we shall have it.-Thomas
Case.
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"THE CHURCH-THE CHURCH."
A LECTURE DELIVERED BY THE LATE REV. S. A. WALKER, M.A.,
IN ST. MARY-LE,PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL, IN 1877.
" Christ also loved the church, and gave Himself for it.. that He might
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word.. that
He might present it to Himself a glorious church, not having spot,
or wrinkle, or any such thing.. but that it should be holy, and without
blemisn."-EpHESIANS v. 25-27.

Tms beautiful and comforting representation of the great interest
which our beloved Lord and Saviour takes in His Church, and the
cause of it, is intended to convey to God's people the object of His
mission to our world by His Father, and of the work of pain, humiliation,
and sorrow which He accomplished when He came. He loves the
Church; He loved it from all eternity, before a single member of it
appeared on earth; and because that Church shared in the fall of
Adam and all the diastrous consequences of that fall, He gave Himself
for it as the only means by which the character of God, against Whom
men sinned, and the necessities of the sinner, could be provided forwhereby the one might be vindicated and the other supplied.
The great subject to which the Apostle would direct our attention
is Christ's union with His Church, which he compared to the union
between a man and his wife-the closest, most tender, most confidential
and abiding, that exists among men. Our Lord Himself has beautifully
illustrated the object of His mission by the emblem of a marriage,
and the feast with which it is usually accompanied. "The kingdom
of heaven," He says, " is like unto a certain l.-ing which made a marriage
for his son, and sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden
to the wedding." They were to say, in the name of the king, " Behold,
I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and
all things are ready; come unto the marriage." This evidently
meant God's announcement to His ancient people that the Messiah
was come, and all the blessings looked for in that event were now to be
conferred. In the Old Testament we find this figure often used.
For example, God tells His people Israel, " Thy Maker is thine husband"
(Isa.l\liv. 5). "Turn, 0 backsliding children, saith the Lord, for I
am married unto you" (J er. iii. 14). "I will betroth thee unto Me
for ever" (Hos. ii. 19). And in other passages besides.
1. The first inquiry that suggests itself here is, What is meant by
the word "Church" 1
That will depend on the way in which it is used. The word itself
comes from the Greek language, and signifies something of or belonging
to the Lord; but it is the rendering of a Greek word often used in
the Greek Testament for an assembly of any kind, most commonly of
Christians, and means a calling out-that is, calling out a number of
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people from the general mass, so as to form a company or association,
drawn together under circumstances peculiar to themselves. It· is
applied to the Israelites in the wilderness (Acts vii. 38), any ordinary
assembly (Acts xix. 32, 39, 40); but most generally it is used in connection with Christianity. Christ's true Church is thus named.
(Matt. xvi. 18; Acts xx. 28; Heb. xii. 23). So is any particular
Church (Acts viii. 1; 1 Cor. i. 2; Rev. i. 4, etc.), any number of
Christians, few or many, meeting together (Rom. xvi. 5; 1 Cor. xvi.
19; 1 Thess. ii. 14). Perhaps the place of meeting (Acts xi. 26, marg.;
1 Cor. xi. 18, 22). From which we see that any assembly of professing
Christians, whether belonging to a particular country, city, or locality,
was called the Church of that place-as the Church of Rome, Corinth,
Galatia, Philippi, etc.-the Church in the house, etc. In our day,
we use the word in a national and congregational sense, and apply it
also to the building used for religious purposes. We say the Church
of England, Scotland, Ireland, Rome, etc.; the Wesleyan Church,
Baptist, Presbyterian; etc.; but, when the words" The Church" are
used in the New Testsment, we know they can only mean God's
chosen, redeemed people, in their collective capacity; " His
called, and chosen, and faithful," separated from the mass of mankind
in every age as His portion for ever.
The best idea we can form of God's Church is, perhaps, supplied to
us in the history of the Israelites. They serve, it seems to me, according
to God's purpose, to reveal His intention to call out from this fallen
family of mankind "a people for His name" (Acts xv. 14). and to
show us the nature of the materials of which that people will be com·
posed, and the necessary provisions made to accommodate them to
His will and the eternal destiny allotted to them. Let us see how
God proceeded to form the family of Israel, and how He dealt with it
when formed, and let us keep in view the suggestions of spiritual truth
conveyed to us in the process which had reference to the living family
.
or Church to be formed under the headship of Jesus Christ.
The call of Abraham was the first step in the formation of the Israelitish family. He is called the "father of the faithful "-that is,
of all who, like him, should simply believe or trust in God. Abraham,
therefore, represents faith as a primary element in the Christian
Church. Then Isaac is born-not naturally, but supernaturally, by
promise, in spite of all obstacles, by the irresistible power of God.
He, therefore, represents in the economy of grace sonship and promise
-two precious elements indispensable to us. After him comes J acob;
the supplanter. His only title to God's favour and heirship of the
blessing is God's sovereign election and grace, and so the Apostle Paul
argues that God's "purpose according to election" was exemplified
as well as accomplished in him (Rom. ix. 11-13). Here, then, we
have three leading principles prefigured in those three patriarchsfaith, promise, election. All the members, therefore, of God's spiritual
family in Christ must enjoy all these. They must be believers by the
power of the Holy Ghost (Acts xv. 8, 9), children of promise (Gal. iv. 28),
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and elect according to the eternal foreknowledge of God the Father
(Rom. viii. 29, 30; 1 Pet. i. 2). To these three we add another,
represented by J oseph in his dealings with his brethren, and that is
brotherhood with Christ, from which, as in the case of thei'!sons of
Jacob, whose lives were preserved and sustained by their injured"brother,
sent before them for that purpose (Gen. xlv. 5-7), proceed salvation,
life, kingship, and glory.
If we follow the children of Israel in their history, we shall find a
volume of spiritual instruction provided for God's people in after
times-a typical exposition of the various ways by which they are
led from a state of nature up to the enjoyment of their heavenly
inheritance, and into meetness for it by the lessons taught, the Divine
interference vouchsafed, and the discipline applied. Out of Egypt
God called His people Israel, as He now calls His chosen ones out of
the kingdom of Satan, to transfer them into the kingdom of His dear
Son. Through the wilderness He led them, and showed them there
much of His love, much of His righteous severity; as He now leads His
redeemed in their eartWy pilgrimage, now revealing to them all the
riches of His grace, and again correcting their waywardness with
parental authority and wisdom. How often during their wanderings
did the Israelites provoke God by their murmurings and unbelief,
yet He fed them with bread from heaven, refreshed them with water
from the rock, set up a priesthood and services by which His continual
presence among them was represented, and by which intercourse
with Him was secured; moreover, He protected them from their
enemies, and guided them by His counsel. Were not all these benefits
to Israel typical promises made to His people in Christ l-promises
of far higher and more permanent things-bread, even Jesus Himself,
sent down from heaven; water, the Holy Spirit, proceeding from
Himself, the eternal Rock of our salvation (John vii. 37-39); a priesthood, perfect and permanent, and all its offices fulfilled once and for
ever-an everlasting priesthood, providing to the uttermost for all
God's demands and all His people's necessities, so that any addition
to or repetition of it is not only needless but absolutely insulting to
the character of the Provider.
Joshua, whose name in Hebrew is exactly the same as Jesus in
Greek, led God's ancient people into the promised land, from which
Moses was excluded because he represented the law. Joshua also
fought the battles of Israel, and led them to victory, whereby their
future rest was secured. Does he not show us the true character
and office of Him Who is "the Captain of our salvation," Who has
fought our liattle with Satan, and through Whom we are more than
conquerors over our souls' deadly foe 1 It is He Who has provided
for His people eternal resting-places where He will dwell among them
for ever; of Him it is written that He has ascended up on high,
having led captivity captive, and received gifts for men, even for the
rebellious, that the Lord God might dwell among them (Ps. lxviii.
18); and He shall come again, with power and great glory, to gather
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HiB saints from the four winds and lead them into the glorious land of
promise, where He has provided for them pleasures for evermore.
The fact that the people of Israel succeeded through many perils
and obstacles, occasioned for the most part by their own ingratitude,
unbelief, and rebellion against God, in attaining to the inheritance
promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, their progenitors, supplies
God's people now with a most encouraging assurance that, notwithstanding their many infirmities and their great unworthiness, they
shall enjoy at last that "inheritance incorruptible and nndefiled,
and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for them" (1 Peter i.
4). We must remember that it was to Abraham and his seed the
promises were made, not to Canaanites, Egyptians, Philistines, etc.,
and that other peoples who dwelt in Canaan were ejected that God's
Israel might alone occupy the land given to them of God. That land
was afterwards called emphatically "the Land of Israel," and no
other people have any right to it; so that, although it is now trodden
down of the Gentiles, the time must come when it will revert to its
original owners, and they shall inherit it as before. Thus it is no
"mixed multitude" that form the Church of God; none but the
true Israelites, the children oE Abraham by faith in Christ Jesus;
those who are God's children, " born, not of blood, nor of the will of
the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God" (John i. 13). It is
evident, therefore, from this, that to no national, or denominational,
or professing Church can the purposes of God apply, or the promises
of God be addressed.
(To be continued.)
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.
ON Wednesday, April 2nd, Miss Harrington kindly gave a Lecture in
the hall of the Hornsey Rise Home, upon her recent visit to Palestine.
Excellent limelight views and Eastern costumes were shown, and
pleasure and profit were given to the old folk and visitors. The
Rev. W. Sinden, who has also visited Jerusalem, took part in the
meeting. The ladies had previously entertained the aged pilgrims
at tea, when opportunity was given for valued Christian communion.
At this Home, and at the one at Camberwell, the MontWy Social
Meetings for inmates and lady visitors are much appreciated. These
gatherings are of a spirituitl character, and are helpful in many ways.
The Society has lost by death two excellent friends. Mr. W. S. J.
Brown, J.P., of Tadworth, was ever ready to advocate the claims of
the Institution by his services on the platform, and in the pulpit he
advanced the interests of the Lord's aged poor. lIfiss Mary Pollard,
of Grove Chapel, Camberwell, was a devoted and generous helper,
especially at the Camberwell Home. For thirty-six years she had
been a lady visitor, and at eighty-five years of age entered into the
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joYiof the Lord.I$' Her remains were committed to the tomb at Norwood
Cemetery, on April 4th, by the Rev. W. Sykes, of Sheffield.
The South London Sale of Work, on Thursday, June 19th, will be
held, by kind permission of Mr. and Mrs. McCarthy, in the garden of
33, De Crespigny Park, Denmark Hill. Mrs. B. H. Berry, of Croydon,
will open the Sale at three 0' clock; and Mrs. J ames J ones and the
ladies interested, cordially invite the attendance of all who desire the
Society's welfare.
The financial year which has recently closed has been one of much
stress, the responsibilities resting upon the Committee not growing
less. Annual Subscriptions show a good total, but new ones are'
increasingly hard to obtain. Several departments of receipts are
encouraging, but it is regular annual support that is so much needed.
The particulars are set out in the Report just presented to the Annual
Meeting. Its perusal will, it is hoped, interest many. A copy will
be forwarded to any address upon receipt of postcard.
The Institution is for the poor and aged of the" one family," known
among men by different designations, but inscribed above in "The
Lamb's Book of Life." They appeal to us by their old age and poverty,
and by that which doubles the tenderness of the claim-spiritual
relationship. God has piloted them through the trying road and up
the hills of difficulty, and now "at evening time it shall be light"
is a promise the spiritual truth of which they realizel'as the Sun of
Righteousness floods the western sky, and" I am with' you always"
is their strength and stay, The Scriptural and distinctive basis of
the Society, its undenominational character, and its methods of work
will, the Committee hope, commend it to the sympathy and support
of a yet larger number to whom the welfare of the Lord's aged poor
is dear because of their love to Him Who " first loved us."
Old disciples, tottering down the hill of life after a weary and toil·
some ascent, with scanty means, often feel themselves alone as to
human care. Too advanced in life to make new friendships-and
none, even if they formed them, could fill the blank of old onesthey need the prompt, permanent, and regular assistance given by
the outstretched hand of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
AFTER reigning for nearly fifty years, the King of the Hellenes was
shot dead by an assassin at Salonika, on March 18th last. He was
the brother of our own Queen Alexandra, and uncle of King George,
to whom our sympathy is warmly extended. Now as we go to press
we read of the attempted assassination of Alfonso, King of Spain.
Truly, the spirit of rebellion is abroad.
, The late Dr. Livingstone WaS born on March 19th, 1813, and the
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centenary of his birth was universally observed in London and in all
the principal towns throughout the country. Lord Curzon said to
the Royal Geographical Society: "In the course of his wonderful
career, Livingstone served three masters. As a missionary he was
the sincere and zealous servant of God. As an explorer he was the
indefatigable servant of science. As a denouncer of the slave trade
he was the fiery servant of humanity."
The following letter has been forwarded by the Vice-Chairman of
the Church Association to the First Lord of the Admiralty: "13 and
14, Buckingham Street, Strand, London, W.C., March 29th, 1913.Sir,-The Council of the Church Association desire to record their
strenuous protest against the injustice and mischievous precedent
involved in the action of the Admiralty by directing one of his Majesty's
warships to convey a Papal Legate, as such, to attend the so-called
Eucharistic Conference at Malta. No foreign ecclesiastic is entitled,
either by equity or by custom, to receive such formal recognition as
the titular representative of any religious denomination, especially
of one which ostentatiously conflicts with the law of the State, and
whose teachings and modes of worship are repulsive to the majority
of the subjects of this Protestant Empire. To oblige the British
taxpayer to pay any portion of the cost of conveying a legate of a
Church whose doctrines and practices are antagonistic to the majority
of the subjects of our land, or to order British soldiers or sailors to
, present arms' or to offer homage to the representative of a Church
which in time past occasioned so many of our countrymen to suffer
martyrdom at the stake is an outrage which no Government can
possibly have any right to inflict, and against which, as being utterly
unjustifiable, the Council feel bound to utter their solemn protest.I have the honour to remain, Sir, your obedient servant, (Signed)
E. DARBYSHIRE, Vice-Chairman.
The Right Hon. Winston S.
Churchill, M.P., First Lord of the Admiralty."
Our contemporary, the English Churchman, has consistently opposed
the New Church Finance Scheme, and now we are glad to see others
are speaking out, and the opposition to the scheme is gathering volume.
Bishop Ingham, late Central Secretary for the C.M.S., says that one
of the printed papers of the Archbishop's Finance Committee" makes
me very apprehensive for the future. lt is a proposal by Canon
Bullock Webster to bring the missionary work of the Church under
the same financial conditions as is proposed for its home work. It
is not too soon-may it not be too late i-to sound a note of grave
warning." The Dean of Canterbury submits that" the whole schtme
of that Committee must be boldly challenged, and its principles must
be considered without respect of persons or authorities." He further
says: "Churchmen generally will never place themselves, their
charities, their energies, their enterprises. in the hands of the Bishops
or of other official authorities of the Church.••• The manner in
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which the Bishops have given way to the avowed enemies of the
Reformation among us has established the deepest distrust of their
action among the Evangelical clergy and laity."
The death of Canon Christopher, at the advanced age of ninety-two,
is thus referred to by our contemporary, the English Churchman:
"Good Canon Christopher has been called home, home to the rest
for which he looked and longed, and to the nearer presence of the
Saviour Whom he loved and served. In thinking of him and his work,
it would be hard to say where his influence really began and ended.
It touched the lives of others in so many directions and so many ways.
Ever ready to humble himself and to exalt the written and spoken
utterances of his friends, he was yet one of the most striking personalities
at evangelical gatherings of all kinds. Even when he made no speech,
his manifest zeal and enthusiasm kindled like feelings in the hearts of
the assembly. All through his long life he was a faithful and devoted
Protestant, and a generous supporter of the societies that have been
established for the maintenance of the principles of the Reformation
in England. As a helper in the cause of home and foreign missions,
he held a foremost place, and his advocacy of them, both by word of
mouth and the circulation of literature, was phenomenal. He was
essentially a University man. As an undergraduate of Jesus College,
Cambridge, he distinguished himself both in learning and athletics.
He used to speak with pleasure of the days when he played in the
inter-University cricket match, and was one of his college 'eight'
on the river. For more than fifty years he resided in Oxford, and
during all that time his interest in the undergraduates never waued.
It would be hard to say how much he was made by God's blessing
to men, young and old. He lost no opportunity of speaking a word
in season or giving a useful book; and yet his manner was so unmistakeably genuine and kind that few took offence. Many who
knew him, where his presence was most familiar, will echo the closing
words of the obituary notice in the Times: 'He was a remarkable
figure in Oxford life, and it will be long before Oxford will see his like
again.' And what was the secret of all his power for good 1 Evidently
just one thing-the constraining love of Christ."
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GOD'S WAY OF SALVATION: Set forth in His own terms, in a Conversation between two friends. By" W. B." 5s. per 100, post free ;
Free grants of these and other Gospel and Protestant Booklets
as funds permit. (LONDON: D. CATT, 74, Strand, London, W.C.)
This little book prayerfully aims at a simple, experimental exposition of God's Gospel of free grace, and we heartily recommend its
extensive circulation.
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