M '\

I."

iT

.i •. _ ,

_¥t:"~

e_,,'"

,?,.-., ,:-,

)

1/'
THE

GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

i
1

.. GOMJ'ORT ylt. ('~OM'OnT YR MT PICOPLB, !4A~~ YOCI\ GOD."
......OUTOURlNG TO KRI!P THB UNITY 'or THE ~PIR'T IN 1'118 BOND 01' "B.AUK."
".i~us CIIllIST, THll SUIB Y1l1S'I'ERDAT, tu'lD TO-DAT, AND I'ORBVliln."
0

)<0. Mll,
NICW 88111118•

"

•••

•

0 .. ,_'

f :No. 1.;81.

MAY. 1914.

.i

.•. _ •.. _._ •.

fttJt
OR,

r"""W .

", " ..•.._

" O,.D 8KR'8~.

=.= =='==_=..

C:..'=

§amtl~ 1~ottlon:

"

WORDS OF SPIRITUAl. CAUTION, OOUNSEL, AND OOMFOR'l'•

.. Who comlorteth UI in &11 our tribulation,that we 'm':~ be able' to co\~lort tbem wbi~ll ere in any
trouble, by ,the c,?mlort wberewi.th we ourselves are comforted 01 God."-! COlt. i.•.

1
;~

·1

A GOSPEL MINISTRY OF FIFTY YEARS.
(Oontinued from parje 201.)
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No. XI.'
And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with .excellency 01
speech or o/wisdom, declaring unto you the' test1:mony '01 God.
For t aetermifwd not to know anything among y01I', save .!.es;"'s
Ohri..~t,and Him crucified."-l CORINTInANS ii. 1. 2.
.

THE DISTRICT PARISH OF·HOLY TRINITY, OLD HILL,
STAFFORDSHIRE.

l
tl·

A" PAsToRAL ADDRESS.
"My DEAR FLOCK, ,over whom the HOLY GHosTha.'lbeen 'pleased
to make me an overseer, may grace, mercy,andpel\ce be multiplieq.
unto you at this the outset of another: year. It is' now several
months since it became my happy privilege to enter upon' the
great work of, the Pastorate of .your parish. The 19th of April,
1876, will be a day longremeinbered by'myself, and, I doubt not,
by many hundreds in Old HilL On that day the goodly structure
which for two. years had been steadily· rising in our midst, heard
within its walls for the first time the glorious Gospel of the Grace
of GOD, and sent forth the herald note to the thousands around,
, Come, for all things are now ready' (buke xiv. 17). Since that
J7
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day thoill!ands have listened 'to the glad tidings. . Each time the
doors have been opened and our bells have sounded forth the
call, the. comely house provilied for the congregittion of GOD'S
people has been well furnished With guests. Indeed, the place
has become too strait for us. But i~ the course of a few months
.'. we shall be able to find seats for many who, from Sabbath to .
Sabbath, have been obliged to turn unwillingly away from the
doors of our Church. Four hundred additional sittings will be
provided by the extension of the building, at present in progress.
Need I assure you, that the overflowing and ever attentive congregations frequenting the worship of GOD and the preaching of the
, unadorned Goapelof JEsus CHRIST, have rejoiced the soUl of your
Pastor, and greatly encouraged him in his most arduous and
responsible office ~
"The r~lation in which we stand to each other, my dear people,
as Shepherd and Flock, is the most aac~ed on earth, next to that
of the' soul to GoD in CHRIST. Its issues are laden with the most
solemn of interests. Deeply realizing, then, my ministerial obligations to your· souls, I feel it to be my bounden d,uty while, on this
Occasion, tendering to you all my heart-deep good wishes for the
new'year upon which, through GOD'S mercy, we have now entered,
to keep viVIdly before rilyself and you the main subject of your
everlasting future. In an extensive. parish such as ours,comprising
upwards 6f' 6,000 persons, it is pliysicaUy impossible for me t o l '
obtain that personal kl10wledge of you all which I could desire,
11
or to set before you, a,s I fain would, from house to house, the,way
,.1
O.f. sa..lvation. AcceP. t, then, the following earnest inquiries in the
:1
loying spirit iI1- which they are put to you, and then in secret before
the heart-seju~hillg iEHOVAH, a.nd upon your knees, give them a n '
honest ansW,er.·
"
'
jl
" ': 1. My reader, IS 'Y-PUR SOUL REAJ.-LY SAVED 1 I do not ask,
I1
have you b~en, baptized with, water, or do you attend Church or
Chapel, or do your' friends and neighbours believe you to be a
Christian, or bveyou a ~rt of general hope that all is well with
you. '. What I do ask is,plainly t4~s-ARE YOU. SAVED FRO¥ THE
WRATlI, TO COME 1 .Probably you start back at this simple question.
But, my i!ear,friend, you are either saved now and for ever, or
else you' are not saved.. To all gracious believers' in the LORD
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JESUS CHRiST the Word of GOD says: 'By grace ye ARE saved'
(Eph. ii. 5j. Of every:one who is not through the grace of GOD
a believer in the LAMB, the Bible solemnly declares: 'The wrath
of GOD abideth on him' (John tiL 36).
"But although you have not-faith enough in JESUS to 'say.-..'-' I
am His '-yet it may be you graciously desire if. This is well.
Let us then come to the point.
'
"2. Do YOU INDEED BELIEVE GOD'S WORD 1 Perhaps you will
think I am asking you whether you are a miserable infidel. ,I do
not mean that. ' I mean, do you in your heart believe graciously
that J EHOVAH the GOD of salvation speaks the troth when He
says : ' To this man will I look, even' to hi.m that is poorSlond of a
contrite spirit' (Isa. lxvi. 2)1 .Such is the faithful language of
GOD the Father. And like unto it is that of GOD the Son, Who
says: 'Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest' (Matt~ xi. 28). In perfect accord, too,
with thisbtessed language is that of God the Holy Ghost, for, on His
part, He has Said: 'To-day, if ye ~ll hear His voice, harden not
your hearts ' (Heb. ill. 7, 8).' My reader, I do earnestly ask again,
do you, or do you not, believe the Holy Three, FATHER, SON,
and SPIRIT, in these Scriptures 1
"3. Finally, REMEMBER WELL THAT THE SALVATION OF A GUILTY,
HELL-DESERVING SINNER IS WHOLLY. DUE TO THE LIFE AND DEATH
OF JESUS CHRIST, THAT IS, TO GOD MANIFEST IN OUR NATURE.
You and I,dear fellow-sinner, have no hope in ourselves. All our
fleshly religion, good resolutions, and good works, are, in the sight
of the all-perfect JEHOVAH, only our curse and condemnation!
But GOD Himself, in CHRIST JESUS, came into this wretched world
of ours 'to seek and to save that which was lost.' It is GOD
Who says of mankind-' There is none that doeth 'good, no, not
one' (Psa. liiL 3). It is JESUS Who tells us: 'Without Me ye
can do nothing' (John xv. 5). And, as to our helplessness, the
same faithful Witness declares: 'No man can come to Me, except
the FATHER draw him' (John vi. 44, 45, 65). ,See then that
your escape from coming judgment is only through 'The Door'
which CHRIST by' His meritorious blood-shedding has opened.
'I am the Door,' saith He, 'by Me if any ,man' enter in he shalt
be saved, and shall go in and out and find pasture' (John x. 9).
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Oh f remember, my burdened fellow sinner, JESUS IS THE PEACEMAKER. Y0tl have to do nothing, and to suffer nothing in obtaining
peace with GOD. • He is our peace' (Eph. ii. 14). Hehath
• made peace through the blood of His cross' (Col. i. 20). And
our righteousness, this is His very title,.' The LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS '(Jer. xxiii. 6). What wonder then that the GOD of love,
of grace, and of truth should say of this Door of Salvation:
• HE THAT BELIEVETH ON HIM SHALL NOT BE CONFOUNDED'
(1 Pet. ii. 6).
"Thus, then, I have simply sought to set before you the one way
of escape from the wrath to come. What can I say more than
that laM my fervent prayers and tears, pleading with all affection
that the graoious SPIRIT of power would, in the sovereignty and
suffioiency of His might, make this humble' testimony of mine
ipstrumental in the salvation of your undying souls 1 Then will
it be my glorious privilege ,to meet. you at the right hand of the
OHIEF SHEPHERD in the day of His appearing-to be my joy and,
my crown-there, with you, to offer all the praise and glory to the
Oovenant GOD of Israel's salvation, 'FATHER, SON, and HOLY
GHOST.
"With affectionate concern, and in the Faith and obedience of
the Gospel, I remain,
" Yours to serve, for CHRIST'S sake,
"TRINITY CHURCH VESTRY,
"January 1, 1877..

" J AMES ORMISTON.
"(Vicar of Old Hirl.) "

Appended is a Gospel Sermon by the late REV. ,GEORGE BARRS,
M.A., who faithfully preached the Word of GOD'S Truth at the
Mother Church of ROWLEY REGIS, out of which parish that of OLD
HILL was ultimately taken. It was through the personal munifi"Cence of the two sons of the REV. GEORGE BARRS, and of the lateMR. WALTER BASSANO, J.P., and their relatives and friends, that
the cost of building OLD HILL. Church-certainly not less than
£ll,OOO-was defrayed. The Church was dedicated to the worship
of GOD on April 19th, 1876.~
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,A SERMON
PREACHED IN THE PARISH CHURCH OF ROWLEY REGIS, ON SUNDAY,
MAY 4, 1800;
BEING THE SUBSTANCE 'OF THE FIRST
DISCOURSE DELIVERED THERE BY THE LATE REV. GEORGE
BARRS, M.A.

J

~

" I have a messag~ from God unto thee."-JUDGE~ iii. 20.

I

tl

I
}
r;,

"THE judgments of God are unsearchable, and His ways past
finding out" (Rom. xi. 33). " He worketh all things after the
counsel of His own will" (Eph. i. 11). And His" counsel shall
stand" (Psa. xxxiii. 11).
Nebuchadnezzar, that proud and potentmonarch; whose" great.
ness reached to the heaven, and his dominion to the end of the
earth," when he had felt the sov:ereign power of God, was con·
strained to proclaim to the world, that the "Most High doeth
according to His will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay His hand, or say unto Him,
What doest Thou 1 " (Dan. iv. 35.) His dealings with the creatures
of His power may seem strange to the creatures of a day, to whom
" God giveth not account of any of His matters" (Job xxxiii. 13).
But He says" My counsel shall stand, and I will do all My pleasure"
(Isa. xlvi. 10). "I appointed the' ancient people, and the things
that are coming, and shall come" (Isa. xliv. 7). "My word shall
accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing
whereto I send it " (Isa. Iv. 11). His designs are of the sublimest
nature, and His sovereign pO,wer and a.bsolute dominion over all
creation justify His proceedings. He will "search the hearts and
reins" of all (Rev. ii. 23); and will humble His people and prove
them, that they may know what is in their own hearts.
When Israel of old had entered intO' the promised land, God did
. not drive out all the nations before them immediately, but suffered
some of them to remain, that He might ". prove Israel by them"
(Judges iii. 1). And when they had been in posses~ion of that land
forty years, and" forgat the Lord their God, and served Baalim,"
a god of the heathen, God " sold them into the hand of the king of
Mesopotamia," whom they "served eight years." Then He
raised up to them a deliverer, " Othniel, the son of Kenaz " (Judges
iii. 7-10). And many other deliverers did God raise up to HiE!
people, and that in a very singular way: as" Gideon, whose family
was poor in Manasseh, and he the least in his father's house"
(Judges ~i. 19); and" Deborah," a weak woman of whom we have
a very sublime and wond~rlu1 account (Judges iv. and v). "Shamgar," who slew six hundred men with an ox-goad (Judges iii. 31) ;
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and" Ehud," who is concemed in the history before us, which is a
very remarkable one (Judges iii. 12-31): "And the children of
Israel did evil again in the sight of the Lord, and the Lord strengthened Eglon the king of Moab against Israel, because they had done
evil in the sight of the Lord. And he gathered to him the children
of Ammon, and Amalek, and went and smote Israel, and possessed
the city' of palm trees"-that is, Jericho (Deut. xxxiv. 3).' "So
the children of Israel served Eglon the king of Moab eighteen years.
But when the children of Israel cried unto the, Lord, the Lord
raised, them up a deliverer, Ehud the son of Gera, a Benjamite, a
man left-handed: and by him the children of Israel sent a present
to Eglon the king of Moab. But Ehud made him a dagger which
had two edges, of a Qubit length; and he did gird it under his
raiment upon his right thigh, And he brought the present unto
Eglon king of Moab: and Eglon was a very fat man. And when
he had made an end to offer the present, he sent away the people
that bare the ,present.. But he himself turned again from the
quarries that were by g.ilgal, and said, 1 have a secret errand to
thee, o king : whoaaid, Keepsilenc~. And all who stood by him
went outfromhim. And Ehudcame unto him; and he was sitting
in a summer parlour, which he had for himself alone. And Ehud
said, I have a message from God unto thee. And he arose out of
his, seat. And Ehud put forth his left hand, and took the dagger
from his right thigh, and thrust it into,his belly: and the haft also
went in after the blade;. ,and the fat Closed upon the blade, so that
he could not draw the. dagger out of his belly.. Then Ehud went
forth through the porch, and shut the doors of· the parlourupOIi
him, and locked them." "
, .
"
The whole of this hist<?ry is of a very si~lar kiIid., ,First,~
"God strengthened Eglon, king of Moab, against the children of
Israel"; evidently as He did Pharaoh (Rom.ix. 17); that He
might show His pow~r inp.im.. And 'then He raised up Ehud,
from the tribe of Benjamin-who inhabited next to Moab, and
were of course most harassed by Eglon ,the king-t9 be th~assas~in
of Eglon. And it.is still more ,singular that Ehud was left-handed,
thereby being ,capable of executing the deathful message ~th
greater success, and of giving the fatal. blow when it. was least suspected. ,Now what can, be sRidof such an affair, but that the
counsel of the Lord shall stand (Psahi:t xxxiii. 11)1 " Surely God
will not pervert judgment" (Job xxxiv. 12). "The Lord is upright; there is no unrighteousness in Him " (Psa. xcii. 15)., The
Most High beareth rule over all (Dan. iv.25); and as for the
counsels of the wise He turneth them backward (Isa. xliv. 25).
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With respect to ,Ehud, his, conduct is fully justified by the words
our tex~" I have a mesSage from God unto thee.,"
,
, In out meditations on the subject, which is full of instruction,
we propose,to consider it in a way ofpractical application.
'
A:t;ld first, generally,-Let me say to all," I have ameasage
from God unto you: "-'-1 come not like Ehud, with a two-edged
dagger under my raiment to assassinate you. I seek neither your
lives nor your' fortunes; my errand is of a more kindly nature. ' 1:
am" among you in weakness, and i~dear~ and in much trembling."
All I have in view is the glory of my great and adorable Master;
Who has committed to me the" ministty of reconciliation," and
made me His ambassador Unto men, to beseech them to be reconciled to Him ;' my aim is the salvation of your souls. Actuated by
such motives, and with such ndble ends in view, we "pray you
that you would of your clemency hear us a few words." '!
Suppose now the murderous hand of 'sonie Ehud,at thecommand of God armed with a two-edged dagger, waS secretly uplifted
to, give'the deadly blow, which could be, prevented by no human
power, and would hurry everyone of you into eternity; would
you hot think"he brought you both an important' and friendly
message, who, seeing your danger, should earnestlyentrea~ each
of you, "Prepare to meet thy God" (Amos iv. 12) '~ , But'we,'need
not call supposition to our aid, the case' is reaL The above scene
is invisibly carrying on every day. ' Death, thollgh unseElD, is with
his drawn dagger near every one of Ull, waiting the commission of
"the God of the spirits of all flesh," " in Whose hand is the soul of
every living thing," to strike the blow, which shal1separlj.te body
and soul, and open the door toanetertial, unalterable state. And
how knowestthou, 0 sinner, that the dreadful blow is not, a.t ihis
mmnent aimed at thee ~ Oh, think what an aWful case thine is, if
th'ou art' as unprepared, Its that biow is unexpected. No one of us
knows but' that the eternal fiat may now be gone forth concerning
himself: " CUt him' down'; "Tat all events the grave will, ere long,
most assuredly open to receive'allonr bodies. "However they may
now be pampered, and clad' in' delicate attire, ptesently their
"beauty will cOIlsume",like 'ashes,",' a windilig-sheet will" be their
attire, the grave their habitation(~Clb xvii~13~16); and they will
be the food of worms, (Job Xix." 26). 'Presently the eye, thathath
seen us, shall see us no more (Job vii. '8), neither shall our place
know us any more (Job vii. 10).' FM" all flesh shall perish together, and man shall turn again untCl dust" (Job xXxiv. 15"and
Isa. xl. 6). "In a moment.s4itll th'ey die, and the people shall
be troubled at midnight, and pass away :a.nd the mighty ~hall be
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taken away without hand" (Job xxxiv. 20). This,theb, 1's our
message to all, "Prepare to meet. thy God." 'There must be
wrought in everyone of us a great and extensive work, before we
can welcome death, and meet God, without terror. "The ~eart,"
which "is deceitful above all things, .and· desperately wicked"
(Jer. xvii. 9), and out of which our Lord tells us "proceed evil
thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witnesses,
blasphemies,." must. be new created. The understanding, which
St. Paul says is darkened (Eph.·iv. 17, 18) must be enlightened~
The mind, "which is the leading faculty of the soul," and which is.
so perverse and depraved that it is" aJienated from the life of God,"
and" receiveth not the things of the Spirit" (1 Cor. ii. 14), must
be renewed. 11\ a word we must be made entirely new creatures in
ChTIst Jesus (Gal. vi. 15).
Now, all this is a work of a very peculiar nature,-the accomplishing of which never was, nor ever will be entrusted to man;
he can do no more towards effecting it than the moon, which
shines only with a light borrowed from the sun, can do towards
illuminating the fount of all light. And yet it must be every
w:hit accomplished in· us hefore we are prepared to meet our Judge.
By what power, then, must it be performed ~ By 'what hand
wrought 1. The Word of God will inform us. Let us have recourse'
to that and we shall not bedecei:ved. The Author of this great
work, together with the means appointed for its accomplishment,
is there so plainly and fully described, that he who runs ma.y read,
and the poor may understand. With respect to the heart, God
says: " A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put
within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your
flesh, and I. will give you an heart of flesh. And I will put My
Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in My statutes, and ye
shall keep My judgments, and do them" (Ezek. xxxvi. 26). Again,
" And I will give them an .heart to know Me, that I am the Lord:
. and they shall be My people, andI will be their God: so shall they
return. unto Me with their whole heart" (Jer. xxiv. 7). "I will
pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry
. ground: I will pour My Spirit on thy seed, and My blessing upon
thine offspring: and they shall spring up as among the grass, as
willows by the water courses. One shall say, I am the Lord's"
(Isa., xliv. 3-5). "I will put My law in their inward parta, and
write it in their hearts" (Jer. xxxi. 33).
.
Now, all these promises of new creating the heart are totally
absolute: man is entirely excluded from any share in it, and God
claims the whole work to Himself.. He positively says, "I will
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. t~k~away the stony heart; I will gIve them a new heart; 1 will
put a new spirit within them; I will write My law in your hearts.';
Here is an evident allusion to the writing of the law on the tables
of stone by the finger of God (Exod. xxiv. 12), :which was undoubtedly intended to convey to us an idea of the stony nature of the
,human heart; of the necessity there is of having the law of God
written in our hearts; that is, of having a principle of obedience
and love of it actually wrought in us; and of the impossibility of
this being'done by any other hand, or power, than that of God.
With respect to our darkened understanding, which must be
enlightened. Speaking of those who are converted to God, St.
John says (1 Epist. v. 20), "The Son of God is come, and hath
given us an understanding, that we may know Him That is true."
David was fully sensible from whence a right understanding could
be obtained, when he uttered that admirable prayer (Psa. cxix.
34) "Give me understanding, and I shall keep Thy law; yea, I
shall observe it with my whole heart." St. Paul also put up a
similar petition in behalf of the Ephesians(chap. 1. 16-18), "That
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give
unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of
Him: the eyes of your understanding beiogenlightened; that ye
may know what is the hope of your calling." All the work here is
of God, Who workethfreely and effectually: He gives us the
" Spirit of wisdom and revelation," and He opens the eyes of our
understanding, and none may claipt a share with Him in the work;
neither does He need our feeble aid, for He is almighty.
The renewing of the mind is expressly said to be the work of
God (Tit. iiL 5). By the mind we intend principally the Will,
which is naturally averse from God and all spiritual things. Our
Lord says, "Ye will not come toMe, that ye might have life"
. (John v. 40). Now the thing here intended is- not that men have
in themselves a will to come to Christ, but that the will is totally
depraved and averse.from Him. All have a will to keep away from
Him, and to follow that which leads to death; but if any have a
will to come to Him, that will" as well as the power .to come; is
wrought in them by God. And yet this want of will is our sin.
It is that in which the depravity of our nature ohiefly consists;
the leading feature of that spiritual death, which St. Paul tells
us in Rom. v. 12, passed on all the human race, when sin first
entered the world on Adam's transgression. They who contend
that man is not totally depraved as to his will, undoubtedly will
deny this doctrine. ," Otherwise, however, I dare not teach. If I am
in an ettor, I humbly hope God will, in His own way and time,
e
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lead me into the truth. Of this I am well convinced, that the
doctrine of the total ~epravity of the will tends to debase the
creature and exalt the Creator. And my scanty' knowledge, of
Scripture, and the human heart, has not yet shown me that it is
possible'to debase creature excellence and magnify God's grace
beyond what we ought. But in the renewal of the mind, a will
to come to Christ is, together with an ability to perform the dictates'
of the will, wrought in us: "It is God Who worketh in you both
to will and to do," and that of His sovereign pleasure. God works
in the hearts of His people not merely by moralsuasion, as some
vainly contend, to gain assent; but by a special energy effecting
Ilis purpose, and making them" willing in the day of His power"
(Psa.. cx: 3). He so renews the will by His invincible grace, that it
chooses that which is' savingly' good. Yet He does not necessitate
by ani compulsion ;we maybe forced to act against our wills,
but we can not will against our wills; but powerfully, yet sweetly
and suitably to man's free faculty, He inclines the will to that
which is good (John vi. 37-44); "The love of Christ constraineth
us.;' It is not said; "God worketh in you that you may be able
to will and able to do " : but He " worketh both to will and to do:'
He wQrketh in His people the very act itself; that they will to
believe,obey, pray, persevere; and that they do believe, obey,
pray; persevere. And all this God works" of His own good pleasure," without respect to either our fitness or unfitness, as subjects,
"according to His good pleasure which He hath purposed in Himself" (Eph. i. 9). "Who worketh all things after the counsel of
His own will''' (t~. H). "Fulfilling all the good pleasure of His
goodness, and the 'work of faith with power: that the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified" (2 Thess. i. H, 12); Hence
we see the very first motions of the will towards 'salvation are, as
well as the continuance of ,those motions, ascribed to God; His
good pleasure is the creating and efficient cause of this work on the
will, and not any thing which is either in the man, or in the will of
man.
, In a word, we must be made new creatures in ChristJesus; and
this is totally and exclusively the work of God. Believers" are
His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works"
(Eph. ii: 10). "He That hath wrought us for· the selfsame thing
is God" (2 Cor. 'v. 5). God," according to His' abundant mercy
hath begotten US again " (lPet. i. 3). "Of His own will begatHe
iIs with the 'Word of truth " (Jas. i. 18). "The will of man is totally
excluded from any active interest in this workof new creation :" Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of
the will of man, blit of God" (Johni. 13).
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Now, this new creation, or regeneration, whatever it be, our
Lord by a most solemn assertion assures us, must be experienced
by every person before he can enter t4e kingdom ofGod. And
the very nature of the thing plainly shows that it can not be wrought
by any natural power. The wo:rd "creature" signifies something
to which a being is given-,something which existed not before in
any manner, form, or shape whatever. And it is well known
that all the philosophers in the. world are not able to create, or
give its first being to one single atom. They may and can refine,
and change. the shape of matter,-eompound and decompound
bodies of different kinds, etc.~but with all their skill and penetration they can not give being to' the minutest particle of matter.
How, then, should man create. a being which bears the image of
Jesus Christ 1 The very supposition were degrading to God; it
were to suppose a less power capable of creating a being in the
image of the heavenly, than in the image of the earthly: for he
who builds is worthy of more honour than the thing built by him.
Such is the preparation necessary to all who would meet '. God
without terror; and such a preparation must all have before death
can be a welcome messenger. But, say you, if all this be necessary,
and we can do nothing towards effectingit, how is it to be brought
about ~ .To tell youthisis a,lso a. part of our message. God' does
not do His work by halves, neither must His ambassadors do that
committed to them by halves; th,eir embassy must be fully dis~
charged; otherwise, if'death come and take away unprepared any
of those to whom they are sent, he is taken away in his iniquity;
but his blood, will God require at the ambasSador's hand (Jer.
xxxiii. 6).
The first grand means appointed by God for the accomplishment
ofthisprepara~ion in His chosen was Jesus Christ. He was from
all eternity predestinated to be the Saviour of His people; and in
pursuance of the everlasting compact, God says of Him (Isa. xlii.),
" Behold My servant, Whom I uphold; Mine elect, in Whom My
souldelighteth;. I have put My Spirit upon Him: He shall bring
forth judgment to the Gentiles., I the Lord have oalled Thee in
righteousness, and will hold Thine hand, and will keep Thee, and
give Thee fora Covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles;
to open the blind eyes,. to 'bring out the prisoners from the prison,
and them that sit in darkness out of the prison house." A Scripture ofsimilar import is to be met with (Isa. Ixi 1-3), which Christ
applies to Himself in Luke iv.From this it is evident, that Jesus
Ohrist is the Angel of the new Oovenant of grace. Indeed He is
expressly so called (Mal. iii. 1). He is the Person anointed by God
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to accomplish this great work; the Mediator, in and by Whom the
Covenant of grace is made and confirmed in behalf of mankind. He
is the Messenger of this Covenant; the great power of God, given
and sent forth to enlighten His people with true and saving knowledge, and to direct them in the right way to true happiness. Jesus
Ohrist is the medium through which all spiritual benefits are received;
nor is there any" other name under heaven gi"en among men,
whereby we must be saved" (Acts iv. 12).
. But He, like an absolute sovereign, is pleased to make use of
certain instruments of His own choosing, by whom He will accomplish His great work. He usedinstruments in the deliverances He
wrought for His people of old. Moses, ,a man slow of speech, and
who had no mind to the work (Exod. iv. 10), He appointed and sent
to Pharaoh, to bring forth His people out of Egypt. Yet no share
of this work is a,scribed to Moses. God tells the Israelites, "I am
the Lord your God, Who led you forth out of the land' of Egypt
with. a mighty hand and a stretched out arm." Many other
persons He also appointed to be instruments of temporal deliverances which He wrought for them,~as Deborah, Gideon, Shamgar,
Samson, and Ehud,-in the chapter from whence is our text. In
like mariner Heis pleased to appoint men to be instruments in His
great work of preparing His people to meet their God. When our
Lord was on earth He appointed twelve Apostles, whom He sent
forth, and commanded to go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel,
and preach, saying, "The kingdom of heaven is at hand." And to
eleven of these same persons (for Judas had then fallen, that he
might go to his own place), just 'before His ascension He renewed
the commission, and invested them with greater authority-" Go
ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature. He
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth
not shall be damned" (Mark xvi. 15, 16). "And, 10, I am with
you alway, even unto the end of the world" (Matt..xxviii. 20).
And after His ascension He appeared to Saul, who was going to
Damascus with authority from the chief priests to persecute the
followers. of Jesus; struck the persecuting wretch in an instantto where 1 .It was a mercy that He did not strike him to hell ;
but that could not be, for he was a chosen vessel, to bear Christ's
name to the G.entiles; but He struck him to the ground, changed
his heart, and instantaneously turned the mad, persecuting Saul
into the humble, praying Paul. And for what was all this ~ Jesus
Christ tells us in Acts xxvi.-" I have appeared unto thee," said
He to Paul" " for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness
both of these things which thou hast seen, and of thoae in the which
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I will appear unto thee; delivering thee from the people, and from
the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee, to open their eyes, and
to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan
unto God"that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance
among them that are sanctified by faith which is in Me." From
God, .then, is the preparation of the heart; but the Gospel, preached
by· His faithful ministers, is the channel of conveyance. Hence
ministers are called" God's labourers" (1 Cor. iii. 9).
Faith in Christ is that whereby a person receives, and appropriates to himself, all the benefits of Christ's life, death, resurrection,
and ascension. And this also is " the gift of God," and " cometh
by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God." Where; then, is
man's share in the work of his own salvation ~ What has he to
boast himself of ~ His strength, and all he can do is to sit still in
the use of the appointed means, and see the salvation of God. Oh,
that men were sensible of this, and would act accordingly! What
a paradise of humble ,followers of our adorable Jesus we should
then be! We should not then offend any by plain preaching, and
telling them that all goodness they vainly boast of in themselves is
an abomination to God, and all their fancied strength and ability
are perfect weakness and insufficiency. The pride of the Pharisee
would be no more visible among us; nor would the towering,
hypocritical professor be clad. in a great splendour of leaves, but
totally barren of fruit; but there would be a flocking of BOuls to
Christ, that they might have "righteousness in the Lord Jehovah."
This is our message to all ;-this is what we would urge on a11;this.is what all ought to do, for it is their life. All this, and much
more, is comprehended under that solemn exhortation-" Prepare
to meet thy God." But we must deliver our message more particu,.
larIy.
Is there here a person who turns a deaf ear to all these things, and
is still hardy enough to go on in his wickedness, totally forgetful of
God? "I have a message from God unto thee." "God shall
wo~nd the head of His enemies, and the hairy scalp of such an one
as goeth on still in his trespasses" (Psa. lxviii. 21). Here thou
mayest not meet with any singular marks of God's displeasure;
but, be assured, judgment will, overtake thee. Perhaps ~eath may
seize thy guilty soul in an· unexpected hour, and hurry it into
eternity; and what then wilt thou do 1 Of such as thee, Job says
(chap. xxiv. 24), "They are exalted for a little while, but are gone
and brought Iow; they are taken out of the way as all other, and
cut off as the tops 0 the ears of corn." Now, sinner, thou mayest
strengthen thyself in thine iniquity ; but death can cut thee down

!

Jl

270

The Gospel M agazine

in a moment, in'thetwinkling ofan eye. ". When ripe for destruction,
thou wilt be 'cut down as men cut down ripe corn, and burnt up
" with unquenchable'fire." In thee that Scripture is daiI1ver~fied:
" B~causesentence against an· evil work is not executed speedily,
,therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil "
(Eccles. viii. 11).. But hear the determination of God concerning
such. " These things hast thou done, and I kept silence; thou
thoughtest that I Was altogether such an one as thyself : .but I will
reprove thee, and set them. in order before thine eyes" (Psa: 1. 21). .
"J know your manifold transgressions and your mighty sins"
(Amos v. 1 2 ) . .
' ,
Yes, however thy iniquities may be concel11ed trom men, they
are all naked-and opened before God. He is able to deal with thee
and to bring thee into judgment. His righteousness obligeth'Him
to vindicate Himself. He will by no means clear the guilty, nor be
aJwayssilent. He will dash the wicked in pieces like a potter's
vessel (Psa. H. 9). "God is jealous, and: the· Lord rev-engeth; the
Lordtevengeth; and isfurious; the Lord will take vengeance on
His adversaries,anll He reserveth wrath for His enemies " (Nahum
i. 2). "God is angry with the wicked every day. 1£ he turn not,
He will whet His sword; He hath bent His bow, and made it
ready. He hath also prepared for him the' instruments of death;
He ordaip.eth His arrows ag!1irist the persecutors " (Psa.vii. U-13)~
If thou still go on, thou hast nothing but" tribulation and anguish,
indignation and wrath" to expect, "which God will render to
every soul that doeth .evil" (Rom. ii. 8, 9). Yea," a dart will
strike through thy liver" in an unexpected 'moment, and down
with thee to the' nethermost hell. Why, then, wilt thou "run
against the thick bosses of His buckler" ~ Why" set briars and
thorns" in array against devouring flame ~ Can dried stubble
dwell with everlasting burnings? God tells us (J,\'Ial. iv. 1), "Behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the
proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day
'~hatcometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it
shall leave them neither root nor branch." Did ever any harden
~~mself ag~inst God and pro/?per'~ That were. impossible!. If
thou still'go on, where will be thy hope, when He taketh away thy
soul~ Oh, leave 0:!J your wickedness :-Be still, and know that
He is God.
'
Indeed, it is not pleasant to me to torment you thus before the
time; . but the obligation I am under to be faithful, and the love
I bear to your souls, will not suffer me to flatter you. Yott must
be told that death is the natural offspring of sin. The root is
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original depravity;' the stalk that grows on it is si~; ~nd the
fruit it bears is eternal death. You are the most unhappy beings
in existence. If there were no .justice 'to revenge, sin would be
vengeance .to itself: ,"Sinners lie in wait for their ownblood,"
(Prov. i. 18). "Thine own wickedness shill .cprrect thee, and
tqy ba:ckslidings shall reprove thee: .know ~hereforeands~e that
it is an evil thing and bitter,' that thou 'hast forsaken the Lord
thy Gl;>d, and that My fear is not in thee, saith the Lord God of
hosts" (J er. ii. 19). The way of sin in~lineth to death; and its
footsteps take ,hold, On hell (Proy. ii.. 18). Oh, then, forsake' your
,evil ways while you have opportunity, and fly to Christ, that your
heart also may be prepared to meet your God; lest, if yoU: delay,
He say,." Therefore will I deal in fury: Mine eye shall not spare,
neither will ~ have pity; and though they. cry in My ears with a
loud voice, I will not hear them.",
.
'
Is there an hypocritical professor of religwn here.,..-whose outward
garb resembles that of God's people, but whose heart is full of
rottenness and all uncleanness 1 "I have a message from God
unto thee." To thee" God saith, What hastthou ~ do to declare
My statutes, or that thou shouldest take My Covenant in thy
mouth ~ . Seeing thou. hatest instruction,' and castest My ,wor<!;s
pehind thee" (Psa. 1. 16, 17). With what confidence darest thou
make mention 9f God's Covenant, and boast of the power of His
grace on thy heart, while thou neither regardest His words, nor,
knowestaJiythingsavinglyof His power~' Thou mayest now be
green before thesun, and thebrllonches of thy pr~fession may.shoot
forth in the gard~n of God's Church ; thy roots may he wrapped
about the peap, and see the place of stones (Job viii. 16, 17), but
suddenly a blast from God will scatter all the leaves of thy profession, and discover thy hypocritical heart to the aSsembled universe.
"While thou art in thy greenness and not cutdown," sudd~nly
thou shalt be wither~d. Whatever may be. thy hope, God 1ath
declared it shall perish. Thou mayest come into . the h01;1se of God,
and sit in His presence, and a,mong His children ; but GOd says, thy
sacrificeis an abomination to Him. " For awhile all niay seem to be
going on well: thy hypocrisy may be concealed from the eyes of
men; but from God it can not; "For His eyes are on the ways (jf
men, and He sees, all their goings." If thou deceivest thyself and
others now, a dllY will come when all will be undeceived. Then
" the sinners in Zion will be afraid; fearfulness wiU surprise the
hypocrites" (Isa. xxxiii. 14). GOd searcheth the heart .and trieth
the reins (Rev. ii. 23). . "Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by

272

The Gospel Magazine

fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is"
(1 Cor. iii. 13).
Oh, that you were wise and .would " consider this, lest God tear
you in pieces, and there be none to deliver." You hear God's
Word preached; you' have joined yourself to His people; you
have, perhaps, been devoted to Him in baptism; you have an
opportunity of learning and being instructed in the things that
belong to your peace. You are in an awful dilemma. Christ
Himself says: "If you turn back you are not fit for the kingdom
of God." Wehave shown what will be the end of your present
state, if continued in. You have, then, but one alternative; you
must either become an humble, sincere follower of. Christ, or perish
everlastingly.
Is there a person, here who is hoping for salvation from· something he can do; or who supposes that if he does all the honest
useful deeds he can, Christ will do the rest towards completing
his salvation, and he shall be saved 1 "I have. a message from
God unto thee." "By the deeds of the law there shall no flesh
be justified" (Rom.iii. 20). " Cursed is everyone who continueth
not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do
them " (Gal. iii. 10).. "By grace are ye saved, through faith ; and
that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any
man should boast" (Eph. ii. 8, .9). " Except your righteousness
shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall
in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven" (Matt. v. 20). From
all this the vanity and folly of thy expectations are evident. Thou
art as far from the kingdom of God as the hypocrite and unbeliever.
No SQul was. ever yet saved by the works of the law. A single
offence-either in thought, word, or deed-blasts thy hopes for
ever, and renders thee accursed. Christ saves none but those who
are " poor and wretched, miserable, and blind, and naked": but
thouhast something of thy own, therefore Christ is none of thy
Saviour.· He wiU not sufi'er His perfect salvation to be mingled
with thy polluted works. He would have as soon. accepted of thy
help in creating the world as in saving thy soul. He" trod the
winepress'" of the fierceness of God's wrath "alone, and of the
people there was none with Him "; and He will have all the praise.
If thou hast the righteousness of a Saul, and the integrity of a Job,
the meekness of a :Moses, and the submission of an Eli, Christ would
despise all, and be thy 'complete Saviour, or none at all. Do not,
then, fancy thine own goodness can profit thy soul. " The root of
it is as rottenness, and the blossom thereof shall go up as dust."
But come empty-handed. to Christ, or determine 'not to come to
Him at all.
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Is there a lukewarm professor here, who is grown cold in his
love, languid in his a.fiections, and lifeless in his devotions 1 " I
have a message from God unto thee." "I know thy works,"
saith God, "that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou
wert cold or hot. So then ~ecause thou art lukewarm, and neither
cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of My mouth" (Re". iiL 15, 16).
Because thou art lukewarm, thou art in the high road to helL
There is more hope of an atheist, or a profane person, than of thee.
Christ does not absolutely wish thee to lie cold; but, all here intended ia to show thy dangerous state. It were better not to know
the Truth, than knowing it, to live contrary thereto. God has
pronounced a " Woe against them who are at ease in Zion." And
He declares He will spue all such out of His mouth; intimating
that they are as hateful to Him, as what arises from ~ disordered
stomach is to man; and shall be cast off by Him like a person's
vomit. "Remember whe~ce thou art fallen and repent"; lest
God come and remove thy lamp of life, and appoint thee "thy
portion with hypocrites and unbelievers."
Is there a soul here walking in hea'l.'1:ru'-s.~ before his God,Jamenting
his own vileness, and the hiding of God's countenance 1 "I have
a message from God unto thee." "Thus saith the high and lofty
One That inhabiteth eternity, Whose name is Holy; I dwell in the
high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble
spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of
the contrite ones " (Isa. lvii. 15). Thou hast the most sure mark
of acceptance before God. Humility is the most sparkling oma.ment in the coronet of Christian graces. Give not way to excess of
grief. if thou see thine own vileness: it is great, very great, and
thou canst never know a thousandt.h part of it; but look to thy
perfect Saviour. He is altogether complete, .and thou art complete
in Him. I would sooner be in thy case than in that of a person
who vainly supposes himself to have attained almost to perfection.
'J'hy humility bespeaks a better knowledge of the human heart, and
consequently of Jesus Christ, than his supposed perfection. Oh,
may God show thee that thou art sealed by the Holy Spirit unto
the day of redemption (Eph. iv. 30). He will presently revive thy
heart; and when it will be for thy good, shine into thy soul. Fear
not, "for thy maker is thy husband. For a small moment I hid
My face from thee; but with everlasting kindnesses will I have
mercy on thee, saith the Lord thy Redeemer." "The mountains
may depart, and the hills be removed, bllt My kindness shall not
rlepart from thee." "As an eagle stirreth up her nest, fiuttereth
over her young, spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them and
18
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bearet.h them on her wings" ; so will God deal with you: Rejoice,
therefore, in the Lord, and be strong in the strength of His
might.
Is there a soul here who is going on his W3Y rejoicing in God?
"I have a message from God unto thee.'" "Rejoice evermore.
Pray without ceasing. In every thing give thanks, for this is the
will of God in Ohrist J esns concerning you." Show forth your
heavenly birth to ,all' around you. Your joy no man can take
from you. The world may call you a fool; but God esteems you
as a jewel of great worth. You are the fruit of the travail of the
Redeemer's soul: a' happy station! an exalted character! Anq
thou, humble follower of Ohrist, art exalted to the same dignity.
Join; therefore, thy rejoicing brother. And both of you" rejoice
in Ohrist.Jesns, having no confidence in the flesh." Never look for
any good in yourselves, for your goodness is all in Ohrist. Unc~as.
ingly, therefore, pray to Him to save you from ever, having so
digbonourablea thought of your Divine Master, as to suppose that
you are in yourselves better than others. Rather be thankful
that Ohrist has made you to differ in Him, and seek a nearer inti·
macy with Him. It. is Re That hath set your feet on the ,rock,
and He must establish your goings, and He will; for He never
leaves' finally the good work He once undertakes. In Him you
live, and move, and have your being, in aspiritllal sense. Make
Him therefore your" All in all.". And let none of you go away,
and say, "Such and such a part of the sermOIl suited such and such
a person." Rather endeavour to find what part of it suit!!yoursel£
individually. While you hear for others, you will get little or no
good yourselves. If God were to speak from heaven, with an
audible voice', to anyone of you by nam.e, you would not apply to
another what He said to you. The thing is done. You have
Moses, and the prophets, and the preached Gospel; if ye will not
hear what they say to you, an angel from heaven could not make
you hear his message. May God open your hearts and then you
will hear and your souls shall live.
,
,
'
Now tb God the Father, the Son, and the' Holy Ghost-the three
Divine Persons in the Triune Jehovah-:-be glory and honour, and
praise, ascribed by the Ohurch militant here below, as by the Church
on high. Amep.~'
,
CLIFTON, BRISTOL.

APfil 15th, 1914.
(To be continued hereafter-D. V.)

THE EDITOR.
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THE GOOD WINE.

" Thou hast kept the good Wine until notv."-JoHN ii. 10.
THE turning of water into wine was one of the first, and one of the
most wonderful of our Lord's miracles: " This beginning of miracles
did Jesus in Cana of Galilee" (v. 11). The miracle was wrought at
a wedding, and" bothJesus was called, arid His disciples, to the
marriage." His presence at this function shows that He sanotions
the holy joys and festivities of life, and it would also secure that the
. festivities were such as He could approve. The believer should s~ek
the presence of His Lord at every function, and he should tolerate
nothing in his home or in his pleasures of which his heavenly Master
would disapprove. The late Bishop Ryle records of Romaine that
"Ite was one evening invited to a friend's house and, after tea, the
lady of the house asked him to play at cards, to whiQh he made no
objection. The cards were brought out, and when
were ready
to begin playing, Romaine said, • Let us ask the blessing of God.'
• Ask the blessing of God! ' .said the lady in great surprise; • I
never heard of such a thing before a game of cards.' Romaine then
inquired, •Ought we to engage in anything on which we can not ask
God's blessing l' This reproof put an end to the card~playing."
(" Christian Leaders," p. 170).
During the course of the wedding feast the wine ran: short, and
"the mother of Jesus saith unto Him, They have no wine." Our
Lord administered to her a gentle rebuke, !lodding, "Mine hour is
J.l.ot yet come." His mother, however, evidently anticipa'ting some
signal display of His power and proof of His Messiahship, said to
the servants, "Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it." "There
were set there six waterpots of stone," and our Lord subaequently
directed the servants to fill the waterpots with water. .• And they
filled them lip to the brim." Then He said,'" Draw out now, and
bear unto the governor of thE) feast." They obeyed, and'''when
the ruler of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine . . .
he called the bridegroom, an.d saith uilto him, Every man at the
beginning dothset forth good wine" (speaking of what was custom~
ary at feasts of this kind); "and when men have well drunk, then
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that which is worse: but thou hastkept the good wine until now."
The" good wine," however, was not provided by the bridegroom
of Cana, but by the great Bridegroom of the Church. We may
rightly say. then, to Him (using the words symbolically), " Thou
hast kept the good wine until now."
Taking the words figuratively, let us first consider the symholicaZ
Character of " the good wine."
It may be regarded as symholica~ 01 tlte blessings 01 the Gospel.
It is to Gospel blessings that the prophet Isaiah refers; when he
says: "In this mountain shall the Lord of Hosts make unto all
people a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things
full of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined" (Isa. xxv. 6). It
is to these blessings that God's thirsty people are invited by the
wordS, "Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and
he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy
wine and milk without money and without price" (Isa. Iv. 1).
These blessings are the "new wine" which is put into "new
bottles." With such wine the good Samaritan has come to the
place where we are, and with tender compassion has bound UP' our
wounds, "pouring in oil and wine." Such wine" maketh glad"
the heart of the believing man, and such oil makes "his face to
shine" (see Psa. civ. 15).
This" good wine" is also symbolical of that blood by which all
Gospel blessings were.secured. Our Lord said, "This (cup of wine)
is My blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the
remission of sins." All our Gospel blessings were purchased by His
precious blood. "With His own blood" He "purchased" the
Church of God (Acts xx. 28). "By His blood" His people are
justified (Rom. v. 9). By His blood they are redeemed, forgiven,
washed, cleansed, made nigh, and sanctified. (See Eph. i. 7; Rev.
i. 5; 1 John i. 7; Eph. ii. 13; Heb. xiii. 12.) Through that same
blood they shall eventually be glorified. It is, because they are
" washed" and" made white in the blood of the Lamb" that they
shall be " before the throne of God. and serve Him day and night
in His temple" (Rev. vii. 15). The wine in the Lord's Supper
represents "the blood of the everlasting Covenant" which was
shed by our Divine Surety for the. present and eternal salvation of
all HiR redeemed people. The Lord's people never tire of attribut·
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ing all their salvation blessings to the .. precious blood of Christ,
as of a lamb without blemish and without spot." Their thoughtll
are bealttifully expressed by Joseph Irons, when he says"What sacred fountain yonder springs
Up from the throne of God,
And all our Covenant blessings brings 1
'Tis Jesus' precious blood.
" What mighty sum paid all my deht,
When I a bondsman stood,
And hath my soul at freedom set ~
'Tis Jesus' precious blood.
" What stream is that which sweeps away
My sins as by a flood,
Nor lets one guilty blemish stay 1
'Tis Jesus' precious blood.
" What. Voice is that which speaks for me,
In heaven's high court, for good,
And from the curse hath set me free 1
'Tis Jesus' precious blood.
"What theme, my soul, will best employ
Thy harp before thy God,
And make all heaven to ring with joy 1
'Tis Jesus' precious blood."

\
LI

Men may sneer at what they call" the blood theology," but by the
grace of God we will ever glory in the precious atoning blood of our
great High Priest.
The "good wine" may also be regarded as symbolical of the
marriage supper 0/ the Lamb.
On the night of His betrayal the great Bridegroom said to His
disciples, " I will not drink henceforth of the fruit of the vine, until
that day when I drink it new with you in My Father's kingdom."
These words seem to point to His second coming, when His people
shall have an abundant entrance into His kingdom, and shall be
" called to the marriage supper of the Lamb." Then at the con·
summation of His union with His blood-bought Bride He will make
glad the hearts of His people with the good wine of heaven.
" Betrothed in love, ere time began,
His blood-botlght Bride with Jesus see;
Made by eternal union One,
Who was, and is, and is to be.

"
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"Thus He became her Covenant Head;
Charged with her sin the Saviour stands,
To do and suffer in her stead
All that the righteous law demands.
" A glorious Church, from blemish free,
She shall a.ppear before the throne,
Christ's everlasting joy to pe, .
His everlasting love her own."-John Kent.
Oh, the blessedness of being called to the marriage supper of the
Lamb! Will this be thy portion, dear reader~· Hast thou on the
wedding garment 1 Canst thou say, "I will greatly rejoice in the
Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for He hath clothed me
with the garments of salvation~. He ~ath covered me with the robe
of righteousness" 1 The good wine of Gospel blessings was foreshadowed in the Old Testament. It was announced in promise,
type, and prophecy; but the full revelation of the Gospel banquet
was reserved until the coming of the great Prophet like unto Moses.
It was reserved for Him to announce, "Behold, I have prepared
my dinner; my oxen and iny fatlings are killed, and- all things are
ready; come unto the marriage." "Thou hast kept the good wine
until now."
We may now consider secondly the character 01 the supply 01 this
good wine.
Whence came the good wine at the marriage in Cana of Galilee 1
Who provided it 1 " The ruler of the feast . . . knew not whence
it was." He thought it was provided by the bridegroom of C~na.
The Divinely-inspired record of this wonderful miracle, however,
leaves us in no doubt as to the Source from whence "the good
wine" came. The turning of water into wine was a miracle
wrought hy "JeSllS in Cana of Galilee," and He thus " manifested
forth His glory," "the glory as of the only Begotten of the Father."
The" good wine," then, was supplied from ci Divine Source. The
Divine Word wrought the miracle. He supplied the wine at the
marriage feast. He also supplies the good wine of Gospel blessings.
Are we hungering and thirsting after spiritual food 1 "He satisfreth the longing soul, andfrlleth the hungry soul with goodness."
. He says, "I'am the bread of life: He that cometh to Me shall
never hunger; he that believeth on Me shall ne, er thirst." " If
any man thirst, let him come unto Me and drink." In vain shall
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we look elsewhere for the satisfaction of our spiritual needs. He is
" full of grace and truth" for the benefit of all whom the Father
""
hath given Him.
Moreover the" good wine" was abundantly supplied.
The six waterpots were' filled up to the brim. It is computed
that each waterpot must have held about twenty gallons. An
abundant provision was thus made for the guests. And are not
the blessings of the Gospel abundantly supplied ~ He Who supplies them is "abundant in goodn~ and truth." He sheds His
Spirit" abundantly" upon His people~ They" receive abun<iance
of grace"; they experience "abundant mercy"; they teceive
abundant life; they are abundantly pardoned, and eventually" an
entrance" is ministered unto them" abundantly into the everlast~
ing kingdom of-our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." Christ is our
" never-failing, treasury, filled with boundless stores of grace,"
and, " where sin abounded grace did much more abound."
Lastly, it may be observed that the "good wine" was freely
supplied. All this abounding provision was wholly gratuitous.
How true this of all Gospel ble8sings~ " Without money and with·
out price" the thirsty soul is bidden to come to the waters and par-take of the wine and milk of the Gospel. '~Let him that is athirst
come. And wllOsoever will, let him take the water of life freely."
This is not, as some would say, an Arminian text. No such text
is to be found in the Bible. It is a text which sets forth that the
blessings of salvation are wholly gratuitous. They flmv from the
free, rich, unmerited, and sovereign grace of God. We are" justi.
fied freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus." The wine of the Gospel is" good wine" indeed. There is
Wine that ,~ biteth like ~ serpent, and stinget,h like an adder." N9t
so the wine of the Gospel. Of this wine we may drink often and
drink deep. It is laid up in Christ for the refreshment of all the
pilgrims to Zion, and He says to them, "Eat, 0 friends; drink,
yea, drink abundantly, 0 beloved" (Song of Sol. v. 1).
Bath.

THOMAS HOUGHTON.

GOD always goes at the hea,d of His people through the deserts of
suffering and need; in the deserts of suffering they find in Him a true
leader.-E. W. Hengstenberg.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Now when they .~aw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that
they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled; and they
took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus." -ACTS iv. 13.

WHAT a blessed estimate the Holy Ghost gives of those whose company
is none other than that of their Divine Lord and Master! The twe
~umble-hearted disciples of the passage under our consideration,
summed up by the world as " unlearned and ignorant men," were yet
men marvelled at; and taken knowledge of-not understood; they
were so different, so wide apart, from the multitude. True, they were
men " of like passions." 1.'hey were sinners as all others in their
federal Head. And they were sons of earth and of toil, lacking the
learning of this world. They pursued their lawful callings; as" in
the world yet not of it" they were" diligent in business," " not with
eye service as men pleasers." The beloved and chief Apostle Paul
said, " Ye yourselves know, that these hands have ministered unto my
necessities, and to them that were with me." Yet whilst doing their
duty in that station of life in which God had placed them, they showed
how they were seeking" first the kingdom of God," doing" all to the
glory of God"; and thus set forth, it may have been unconsciously,
that they had been with Jesus, gathering strength for each day's toil,
receiving grace for daily needs, and proving the truth of their Master's
own faithful promise, " Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of
the world."
It is thus the Lord blesses His people where they are. They are" in
the world," and He prayed not that they should be taken" out of the
world" but that they might be kept from the evil of it. There lies the
mistake of the ascetic, the monk and the nun. Alas, they shut themselves away from contamination by the world, but often they shut
themselves in with grosser sins than they ever knew outside their stone
walls. They take with them that evil nature, that "desperately
wicked" heart, a veritable " cage of unclean birds"; and unless the
1I0ly Spirit convince them of the one way of salvation through Jesus
the Divine Mediator, Who is " the way, the truth, a~d the life," an
awful awakening awaits them!
But with regard to the Lord's own people-whatever their lot in life,
be it one of active service or of hidden ministry, with His Holy Spirit
working in them " to will and to do of His good pleasure," with His
sovereign will moulding and fitting them as stones in the living temple,
it shall, it must, be seen that they are not their own. They have been
bought with a price-such a price! They have been redeemed at
tremendous cost; and having been brought out of the kingdom of
.darkness and translated into the kingdom of God's dear Son, they
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show by lip and life Whose they are, and Whom they desire to serve,
and men take knowledge of them consequently that they have" been
with Jesus."
If the children of God would be like Jesus, they must be much in His
company, sitting at His feet like Mary, leaning on His bosom like the
beloved John, learning of Him and hearing His words. We may be
just as sinful, " unlearned and ignorant," as were the two dear men of
our text, but it shall be also seen, if the power and blessing of God so
rest upon us, that we too haNe " been with Jesus." And yet, beloved,
what high and holy ground to tread! It is too high, we can not attain
it, mourns our heart. Like Peter, alas! we often follow" afar off."
True, our heart's desire is to be like Jesus, to be daily more and more
conformed to His image and reflect His glory., But we are so full of
sin; and He is the Holy, Harmless, Undefiled One, separate from
sinners. We would fain speak of Him; yet" Living tongues are dumb at best,
We must die to speak of ChrisL"
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Still, His compassions fail not, and He has tenderly remembered the
frailty of our dust, and graciously left a record for our encouragement
and emulation. ',' For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ
also suffered for us, leaving us an example (Greek, underwriting), that
ye should follow His steps" (1 Peter ii. 21). He calls His disciples
to" Follow thou Me," " Learn of Me," " Hear My words."
His very titles tell the believer what He is to them in His Person,
attractions, and beauty. All their need is supplied in the fountain of
His fullness. Their poverty is met by His riches of grace. Their
ignorance is brought to His wisdom, their blindness to His guidance,
their lack of knowledge to His counsel; their sins as " filthy rags"
are covered by His robe of righteousness; their" empty vessels" are
filled from the well of everlasting life; their hungry souls are fed by
the Bread of Life; their daily walk is mapped 'out for them by the
"meek and lowly One."
His grace compassionates their failures,
His mercy overtakes their grievous falls, and His love, which loves
utterly, even unto the end, will not let them go.
This is Jesus, the sinner's Friend. "And ye are complete in Him."
The more we see of His glory, the lower the views we shall take of self.
We shall never rest satisfied with present attainments, but with Divinely
created desires we shall" follow after."--desire heavenly-mindedness,
to have our" conversation in heaven," and to testify in however
humble a measure that we are not our own, we have been bought with
a price, and therefore we would glorify God in our bodies and in our
spirits which are His.
As we have remarked, the very titles which are given to Jesus tell
believers what they are and whit He consequently will be to them.
And that is what so attracts poor, guilty, undone sinners to His feet.
Drawn by the Holy Spirit's power they there confess their nothingness
and His all·sufficiency ; and how---
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.. To all their vileness
Christ is" glory bright,
To all their darkness He
Is infinite delight."
They daily mourn their sins; but Jesus is the Saviour of sinners.
.They daily prove their ignorance; but find, when cast wholly upon
Him,' how He is the Wisdom of God for them. They are weak and
" without strength" in themselves ; but He comes and cheers them by
a gracious declaration of His strength being made perfect in their weakness. They fear the enemy without and within; but Jesus draws nigh
and speaks the promise, " Fear not; I am thy shield." They often
come to a place where two ways meet, and they know not what to do,
which step to take; but they hear Him speaking His own word, "I
will guide thee with Mine eye." Yes, beloved, you have proved all
this. You have known Him for your Counsellor, your Guide, your
Friend. Your sins which you daily mourn will result in mercy.
•, Daily to feel thyself undone
Will make thee haste to kiss God's Son,
And on thy knees for mercy sue,
And love and praise and bless Him too."
All is covered in the precious blood. Your works of righteousness
are all cast aside, disowned, as He comes and covers you in the spotless
robe of His own righteousness. Oh! itis Jesus, and Jesus only, Whom
we need for our daily walk; and if we would seek to be like Him, if our
characters are to be moulded by His character, we must be much with
Him. Contact with Him' will keep us in our right place; conscious,
very conscious, of sin in us, but looking off from ourselves to the SinBearer, Who has borne our sins, and ca,rried our sorrows, and by Whose
stripes we are healed. This will produce the fruitful grace of humility,
and probably we thus exercised will be the least conscious of it. It is
others who take knowledge of the saints of God, and rejoice in seeing
those sweet characteristics of which they themselves are least aware.
And, oh ! if He gets the glory of our salvation, are we not glad ~ Do
we not rejoice ~ Can not we then sing in the ways of the Lord ~
Thus we see how needful is the Person of Jesus for the character of the
believer. And equally true is our need of the blood of Jesus for the conscience. How beautifully this was set forth in type in the Old Testament, for" the conscience" of the Old Testament corresponds to " the
heart" of the New Testament.
The laver was between the door of the tabernacle and'the altar
(Exod. xxx. 18), and there the priests must first" wash· their hands
and their feet," There must be washing and cleansing before service.
The precious blood of sprinkling must avail for the walk and service of
the already cleansed one. "If we walk in the light, as He is in the
light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin." There is the blood, which
has spoken within the veil for our original sin in Adam, following us in
Our daily walk, and reminding us how we need to hourly, yea moment-
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arily, confess and wash. Thus the Holy Spirit uses the Word to drive
the quickened sinner to the opened fountain. Christ's blood secures
not only pardon, but all we have besides in the way of access, liberty,
peace, and walking to His glory. The precious ~lood on the conscience
means the removal of guilt, and acceptance and perfection in Jt>,sus. It
briI).gsus nigh who would otherwise be " afar off." It speaks peace
froin Calvary, and it makes the forgiven one hate sin, as he considers
God's estimate of it, and what it cost Him to put the only and dearly
beloved Son of His bosom to grief, to suffer" the Just' for the unjust,
that He might bring us to God." Thus we see, beloved, whilst we
have the Person of Jes·us for the moulding of our charader, and the blood
of Jesus for the conscience, we need also the Word of Jesus for the walk.
" I have given them Thy word" (John xvii. 8-14). This was the
testimony of Jesus, Who had declared " I am the truth," and, "No
man cometh unto the Father but by Me.".
What is the result of receiving "with meekness the engrafted
Word "~ Our Lord tells us in His last recorded converse with His
Father, " They have received them"-" the words which Thou gavest
Me,";-" and have known surely. that I came out from Thee, and they
have believed that Thou didst send Me."
The consequence of all this will be:-a separate walk to the believer,
and a world around hating him because of it. This is the test. If we
are walking in holy conformity to that Word; if it is a living witness
within us; if it is the rule of our life, the directory of our conduct, the
. man of our counsel, then we need not marvel that the world hates us.
Yea, we may look upon it as an honour that we are accounted worthy
to suffer shame for His dear Name. We may, indeed, be very suspicious of ourselves if the world is speaking well of us, and not disturbing
us. For this Word of truth must bring separation from the world,
and that is just what the world dislikes. But may we see the line
of demarcation clearly defined; may we heat the word of command
emphatically pronounced, "Wherefore come out from among them,
and touch not the unclean thing;" and may we gather from a blessed
and fruit-bearing experience, what the gracious Spirit intends to teach
us by that· Word.
The Word tries us~Johnxii. 48. The Word searches us---l Pet.
i.22. The Word teaches us-Psa. <lxix. 18. The Word exhorts us-,-:
Col. iii.16. The Word feeds us-Jer. xv. 16. The Word blesses usPsa. cxix. 29. The Word guides us--Isa.xxx. 2LThe Word sanctifies
. us, and fits us for glory~John xvii. 17, 19.
.
Thus, beloved reader, may you and I see how important is the threefold subject before us, and what a close connection it has with our daily
walk and warfare and pilgrimage-the Person ofJesus for the character; the Blood ofJesus for the conscience; the Word of Jesus for the
walk. And so far as these are maintained in lively exercise within our
renewed natures will men take knowledge of us too that we have" been
with Jesus," and learned lessons for eternity of the Meek and Lowly
One! May it indeed be so, to His glory.
R.
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FRONTISPIECE.
WE. give our readers an illustration of HOLY TRINITY
NEW CHURCH, OLD HILL.
It is a truly handsome and
commodious building.
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"HOW OFT?"
NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED RECENTLY AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT,
BRISTOL, BY THE REV. J. ORMISTON, RECTOR.
" TT/en came Peter to Him, and said, Lord, how olt shall my brother
\ sin against me, and, I forgive him? till seven times? Jesus saith
unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy
times seven."-ST. MATTHEW xviii. 21, 22.

'.

DEAR FRIENDS, this is a wonderful Scripture. We have had it under
our notice on former occasions, but we still have it laid on our hearts
to consider the ways of the saints and their perfecting in the knowledge
of God by the great grace of God. Oh, what infirmities the people
Of God inherit. Are you aware of this inheritance? Do you mourn
and weep in the experience of, them? Are you exercised, as
Peter was, which brought him to the £eet of Jesus with this weighty
question, "How oft shall my' brother sin against me, and I forgive
him?" That was a practical question if Peter was in earnest, and
we must leave' that to the Lord. The hearts of all men are deceitful
and desperately wicked, and Peter owned ilr natural heart. Sometimes
it asserted itself, but otherwise it was defeated and kept in subjection
to Divine grace. But Peter desired to b:a,ve 'a perfect knowledge of
the way, and was wise to seek it at the lips of the Lord Jesus Himself,
the Fountain-head. Therefore he asked Him this question, "Lord "-that was good, he owned his subjection to Jesus-" Lord, how oft shall
my brother sin against me, and I forgive him " his sin ?' I want to know
if there is any set limit to that· matter. I am asking a deep question.
Oh, how profound are the ways of the Almighty Lord, they are past
finding out. "Canst thou by searching find out God?" That
question has been oD: the holy pages of in~piration thousands of years,
and has never been answered in the affirmative yet. Oh, is He not
in His unsearchableness infinitely beyond man's enquiry? Silence,
Oman! be silent before Him, wait for His answer; He will give it in
His time. Peter asked this question, hoping for an answer, but he
did not receive the expected one. He asked a defini.te 'question
according to his light, which was imperfect. Was he to limit his
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prayer owing to the infirmity of the saints who asked for his sympathy ,
and practical a1l8istance ~. And. he came to Jesus, Who could tell
him, tell him how deep. this question was. The forgiveness of Godwho can fathom it or plumb that exceeding depth which is past finding
out~ And the grace of God is past finding out. "Shall I forgive
or cease to forgive when I reach the limit of seven times 1 " .11. number,
I think, we are not to consider literally. Whether this was a true
brother, a man born again, born by the grace of God, begotten by
Him and made a new creature, we are not informed-and was he
enquiring his way more definitely ~ Peter was perplexed; he had
been asked by his brother so many, many times, he was approaching,
he thought, the limit when he should cease to pray for his brother.
Now, dear friends, a,re we subject to similar limitations, and are we
exercised in heart regarding our petitions ~ We shall be wise .to
take ourselves to the Lord Jesus Christ regarding our prayers that
He will be pleased in His infinite mercy to show us the way, and that
we may not err in judgment and ask wrong or doubtful things.
" Jeslj.s saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times;
but, Until seventy times seven." "I do not fall into your view
limiting the prayers of God's people, their intercessory prayers, to
seven times, because I am here on earth as the true Witness, as the
infallible Witness. I put in that word ' but.' Look well into i~
, but, Until seventy times seven.' " This" but" comes from the lips
that never lied, from the lips that ever spake the truth, and the whole
truth. He says, "I have to say when I speak this truth-' bjJ.t, until
seventy times seven.''' Four hundred and ninety times! It is a
large figure, and it was infallible Truth that spoke·--the Lord Jesus
Christ Who is the Truth. I think we do not dare to take this limitation literally. The Lord Jesus was not to be entrapped in His marvellous, perfect understanding and apprehension. Ije was here on earth
to. bear witness to the Truth, therefore He was guarded in that 22nd
verse-" I say not unto thee, Until seven times; but, Until seventy
times seven." That is, I extend it utterly beyond the limits of human
experience. I retain My perfect knowledge of the spiritual wants of
My people, and they will stand in need-do you doubt it ~--of forgiveness seventy times seven in number. The Lord knows the ways of
His people, He knows their capacity for sinning and consequent need
of forgiveness, and there was in God's family on earth the case represented here, and forgiveness as being without limits. Oh, yes, the.
Lord has provided for His dear people in their stress and need, a
marvellous salvation. This salvation is so great it exceeds the possibility of our bounding it, and it is a blessed truth to have discovered
to us by the Holy Ghost Himself. That provision of grace in the
Lord Jesus Christ abounds beyond all limits and speculation, Jesus
Himself being the witness, " but," He says, " until seventy times seven,"
and after Jesus says" but," who can re'Verse it ~ Oh, the abounding
mercy of our God, " how unsearchable are His judgments! and His
ways past finding out." That is Holy Scripture. Can man, by any
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searching of his own, discover accurately, exhaustively, or find out,
God? His ways are unsearchable, they are past finding out. He
has hidden these thoughts of His, they' are J ehovah's deep thoughts.
You ml,!.y meditate, and pray over them and have more light granted
you, that will be only an introduction and direction how to search
and still to wait. Eternity will never exhaust that marvel of God's
grace-the forgiveness of human sin. Oh, give glory to God in the
boundlessness of His grace, His marvellous grace. And the Lord
glories in the future discoveries of that which we know: not. We are
waiting at most, humbly, askingly still waiting, hoping if necessary
without a doubt. God is faithful, He -will keep His Covenant and
promises past all expectation; He hides His counsel, but He is going
to discover it yet again in the future of His Church which is still waiting
till the time comes, and then in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye,
the- dead shall be revived and His. waiting Church shall be quickened
to a full apprehension of all His promises, and they will find He has
exceeded the words of them. Cleave to His Word.· Part with it
never. Cling to it-hold to it. Live by it and die in it if the Lord
send for you. The Lord will not, He can not, deny Himself. Heis
keeping all His promises, keeping them till the appointed moment
when He shall fulfil them and make them altogether glorious in the
apprehension of His dear !1aints. '
These,are some of the thoughts in my own mind in connection with
Peter's que'st-ion. How much the Lord advanced beyond it! "Lord,
how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven
times?" and Peter waits for an answer, and thought it would come
affirmatively at the end of " seven times." The Lord Jesus thought
otherwise. The Lord Jesus sa.id No, there is no question of the'
number of times at which there should come a halt, a silence, no
Divine answer to the prayer of faith, "but, Until seventy times seven,"
and who can grasp that? The Lord will keep His Covenant in absolute
perfection a.nd l,!.ccuracy. We are waiting for that. _ He is coming
to set free His captive people. He has liberated them now by promise
of His Word, and His grace will verify it. Hold on, dear people of
God. You are only a few, but He will keep His word" until seventy
times seven." - You will not be disappointed of your hope. The Lord
has spoken once in His holiness, and He will keep His count to His
dear people to the last prayer offered and accepted-to the last wanderer
brought in, wholly saved, saved in the Lord with an everlasting
salvation for His own glory. May the Lord add blessing to His own
Word for J esllS Chrises sake.
Too often the talk of the lip tendeth to penury. To talk of God's
Holy Word tendeth to wealth.-Pastor F. H. White.
IN the Word of God is found all truth which God 'has revealed.
It is a revelation of God, given to His creatures.-Pastor W. F.
Gooch.
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THROUGlI THE VEIL.
THE Epistle to the Hebrews is always to me very explanatory, very
clear, opening out the meaning of much that was obscure in the dealings
of God. Being written, to the Hebrews who were familiar with the
ordinances and the furniture of the temple, it must indeed have been
a revelation ~o the believers amongst them. For they had hitherto
only guessed very dimly at the true meaning of all. Yet how beautifully the designs of God, His pl;l.ns through the ages, His purposes
in every, detail, accorded. And how very' clear everything became
when the light of the Holy Spirit shone upon all. Thus" the veil,
that is to say, His flesh" (Heb. x. 20) wonderfully opens outt,h,e
meaning of the veil of the temple being rent at t.he moment of the
death of Jesus our Saviour. See St. Matt. xxvii. 50, 51 : "Jesus; ..
yielded up the ghost. And behold, the veil of the temple was rent'
in twain from the top to the bottom." The ~me expression occurs
in St. Mark xv. 38,and St. Luke gives: "The veil of the temple W;l.S
rent in the midst." St. John, who seems all through his Divinely
communicated narrative to keep close to the description and the
words of his beloved Master, did not note the accompanying events
as did the other Evangelists.
Now, this veil, which was ~ccurately made according to the instructions of God Himself, was evidently all through the temple dispensation a type of the Incarnation of the Saviour. It hung between the,
holy of holies and the holy place wherein the priests continually
ministered; thus in a sense it formed a link between God and man.
It shrouded the glory of God from the gaze of the people, since no
man could see that sight and live. The Lord said to Moses, " Behold,
there is a place by Me, and thou shalt stand upon a ,rock: and it shall
come to pass, while My glory passeth by, .that I will put thee ina
clift of the rock, and will cover thee with My hand while I pass by."
I always feel this passage to be very tender and loving and full of
suggestiveness. "A place by Me"; He kept Moses near unto Him.
" Thou shalt stand upon a rock": the Rock of Ages, the smitten
Rock of our salvation, that stands firm and safe.' "A rock " by Me."
Then to shade Moses from the dazzling glory which would have killed
him, He sweetly adds, "I wiII put thee in a clitt of the rock"-not
out on the bare open space exposed to winds, but in a clitt, and "will
cover thee with My hand." Blessed covering, the covering with His
hand! The sinner is now covered with the pierced hand of Jes~,
the dear right hand which He laid upon His beloved disciple J'ohn,
saying, "Fear not; I am the first and the last: I am He That
liveth, and was dead; and, behold, 1 am alive for evermore, Amen."
But I am digressing. The·veilof the tabernacle and of the temple
concealed the holy of. holies from view. And the veil of His flesh
concealed His Godhead. He was perfect God and perfect Man. And
·sinful man might not penetrate within the veil. Only the high priest
could go " within the veil," and he but once a year and not without
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blood. Is not this temple veil a striking picture of the veil of His
flesh, which on the inner side was visible to glory and on the outer
side to man ~ To unenlightened men He was simply" the carpenter's
son," " the friend of publican~ and sinners," but to His own disciples
He was (although even they did not fully comprehend Him) ." the
Christ, the Son of the living God." In His prayer to His Father Jesus
said, "The world hath not known Thee: but I have known Thee,
and these have known that Thou hast sent Me."
We now note the remarkable rending of the veil. As the veil of
His flesh parted-the sundering of soul and body-so at the same
moment the veil of the temple. was parted-rent asunder-not by
human hands but by Divine. Observe it was rent" from the top to
the bottom," eVidencing that it \vas rent" from above." Then the
holy of holies was visible and accessible. The view and the way in
were opened to the very lowest--" the bottem "-by God Himself, " a
new and living way" to the holiest by the blood of Jesus, a way which
He consecrated, or as it is in the margin, " new made." New made
for us through the veil, that is to say, His flesh; new made, since He
Himself took Qur nature and presented His own sinless nature instead
of us. He todk the guilt and we the righteousness.
"·That wonderful redemption,
God's remedy for sin."

" The top to the bottom." God Himself rent the type and the
antitype at the same time. The new way was opened out, the conse·
crated new· made life. Thus" having an high priest over the house
of God; let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith,
having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies
washed with pure water.'.' We now have boldness, or, as in the margin,
liberty, " to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus."
Oh! dear reader, does not the contemplation of this phase of thy
Redeemer's all·prevailing matchless love wa~m thy heart .to overflowing?
"Veiled in flesh the Godhead see:
Hail the incarnate Deity!
l)leased as Man with men to dwell,
Jesus, our Immanuel."·

"Pleased." Yes," I delight to do Thy ,vill, 0 My God," was the
language of His heart. The assurance to His people is, " Because I
live, ye .shalllive also." "Christ being raised from the dead dieth no
more; death hath no more dominion over Him. For in that He
died, He died unto sin once: but in that He liveth, He liveth unto
God." He always" causeth us to triumph in Christ," therefore" if
,,'ebe dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him."
"Through the veil"-the veil of His flesh. Ponder it closely,
walk all round it, view it from every point as the Lord the Holy Spirit
shall lead thee. It is a ll\rge subject. He Himself the Law·Fulfiller,
He Himself the Victim, He Himself the Priest. Mark how He takes
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upon Himself every office to free and· to gl~rify and to satisfy and to
comfort His own dear· people.
" Every priest standeth daily ministering an<.l offering oftentimes
the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. But this Man,
after He had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat downon the
right hand of God '.'-the place of honour. Perhaps the Jews could
enter much more fully into these wonderful symbols than you and I
can. They saw the' daily sacrifices; they saw the. never-ending
shedding of blood; they saw the constant remembrance of sin and
need of cleansing by the rites of the law.. But we feel the inward
corruption, the constant tendency to evil, the through and through
sin. Oh !what,a joyful sound to us as well as to them, " This Man,
after He had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down "--implying
accomplishment of purpose, satisfaction-" at the right hand of God."
" Their sins ll-nd their iniquities will I remember no more." And why?
Be,cause of the" new and living way, which He hath new ma9ft for us,
through the veil, that is to say, His flesh."
t~
Once more, using the simile of the veil, see Heb vi. 18-20: "We
might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold
ul'0n the hope set before us: which hope we have as an anchor of the
soul, both sure and stedfast, and which entereth into that within the
veil: whither the Forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus."
Oh! is it not a most precious knowledge that He is within the veil;
that He is our Forerunner, therefore we too shall enter within the
veil amI behold His glory. The Forerunner has entered for us. Where
He is, there shall we be also-one with Him in life, in death, in resurrectio:&., and in glory. We shall behold Him as He is, not as in the
veil of His flesh a Man of sorrows, but as the Conqueror and yet the
Brother, as the King and yet the Saviour, as the Lord of all and yet
" the Friend Who loveth at all times," as the Priest and yet the sacrifice. "Christ our passover is sacrificed for us." Let us " keep the
feast," dear reader; keep it in rejoicing heart and ever-adoring love.
Fresh treasures are always being opened, fresh possessions, fresh
wonders. They are never exhausted. We could not bear to see all
now, and so He tenderly unfolds them to view just as we can bear.
But when we enter within the veil and, having droppedlthisbody of
flesh, behold His unveiled glory and-'
"Stand before the throne
Dressed' in beauty not our own;
'Vhen we See 'l'hee as Thou art,
Love Thee with unsinning heart,
Then, .Lord, shall we f1£lly know,
Not' till then, how m1bch we owe."

The rent veil. Does not. this word "rent" display7the eagerness
of the Lord to open the way, to proclaim deliverance,fto bring nigh
to Himself? It was not a drawing aside the veil, the slowly careful
movement, but the quick vehement rending. The view was not a
partly displayed one, for the veil was rent from top to bottom-rent
1
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open-announcing simultaneously with the Redeemer's parting
words, "It is finished," that the atonement was complete. Allthat
He does He does largely, freely, abundantly: "Exceeding great and
precious promises"; "Thou hast made him exceeding glad with
Thy countenance"; "Drink; yea, drink abundantly, 0 beloved";
" He will present you faultless with exceeding joy"; He will " abundantly pardon," and give" a far more exceeding and eternal wei,?:ht
of glory."
Cherish in thy heart, dear child of God, these three thoughts:
"Through the veil"-His flesh, which He assumed and gave for
the sins of His people ; "The rent veil "-God's acceptance, of His
sacrifice, the signification of His welcome to His people; "Within
the veil"-the privileges of the believer: access, and glory with the
l!~orerunner.
NETTlE.

'i

"UNTIL THE DAY BREAK."

To the elect of God of the Old Testament Church the long looked-for
Daybreak was the manifestation of God the Son in the flesh, the
appearing on earth of the promised Seed of the woman to bruise the
serpent's head.
Many were the shadows that went before this great and glorious
event. The Holy Ghost by Paul calls them shadows" of good things
to come." " For the Jaw having a shadow of good 'things to come,
and not the very image of the thing, can never with those sacrifices
which they offered year by year continually make the comers thereunto perfect" (Heb. x. 1).
"But Christ, the heavenly Lamb,
Takes all our sins away;
A Sacrifice of nobler name
And richer blood than they."

The blood of bulls and of goats offered in sacrifice to God did but help
the faith of the spiritual seed of Abraham of that dispensation to look
forward to the time, fixed by Him with Whom are the times and
seasons, when the" Lo, I come" of the fortieth Psalm should be an
accomplished fact, Isaiah's prophecy being fulfilled and made good,
" Lo, this is our God; we have waited for Him, and He will save us ;
this is the Lord; we have waited for Him, we will be glad and rejoice
in His salvation" (Isa. xxv. 9). A day was to break on the Church by
the appearing and visitation of the Dayspring from on high, to put an
end for ever to the shadows that went before, to make the wilderness
like Eden to the Church, and her desert like the garden of the Lord;
joy and gladness being found therein, thanksgiving and the voice of
melody (Luke i. 68-79, ii. 26-32).
When the Daybreak came the fishermen of Galilee had a word to
speak, and so had the dear Redeemer. They said, "We have found
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Him, of Whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write, JesusPL
Nazareth, the Son of J oseph." He said, " Many prophets and righteoUs
men have desired to see those things which ye see, and have not seen
them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not heard
them" (Matt. xiii. 17). Truly the day had broken upon our benighted
earth when He uttered these words of truth and grace-" I am the
light of the world: he that followeth Me shall not walk in darkness,
but shall have the light of life." And this poor sinners had then, and
this poor sinners have to-day, into whose hearts God, Who commanded
the light to shine out of creation darkness, hath shined, communicating
to them thereby spiritual light, with Divine and saving knowledge;
so that, however much they be still sensible of and groan under felt
darkness, they do in deed and in truth know the only true GodJ ehovah-and Jesus Christ Whom He hath sent. Thus a second sense
of the words" Until the day break" is found in the spiritual experience
of every vessel of mercy, when quickened by God, called by grace, and
so brought out of nature darkness into marvellous light. With ,such,
a day has broken, a day in the which by regenerating grace the sinner
finds the work of faith, the labour of love, and the endurance of patience,
which latter is said to have her perfect work, a day" known to the
Lord." Is not that a most comfortable truth to Christ's tried ones?
" But it shall be one day which shall be known to the Lord, not day,
nor night"--that is, not all bright shining, nor all dark gloom-" but
it shall come to pass, that at evening time it shall be light" (Zech.
xiv. 7).
In the present cloudy and dark day many dear saints of the Most
High walk in darkness, and, with Job, are" full of tossings to and fro
unto the dawning of the day." They walk in a peculiar darkness, and
have no light, and the prayer of David suits them well, " o ,send out
Thy light and Thy truth: let them lead me; let them bring me unto
Thy holy hill, and to Thy tabernacles." Doctrinally they are safe and
sourid, but experimentally they are ill at ease.
" Though darkness spread around onrtent,
Though fear prevail and joy decline,
God will not of His oath repent; ,
Dear Lord, Thy people still are Thine."
"'Tis to feel the fight against us,
Yet ,the victory hope to gain,
To believe that Christ has cleansed us,
Thou/lh the leprosy remain "-

t
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until the day break and Christ come in the flesh; until the day
break in the souls of His redeemed from among men; until the day
break that is to end the night of time and time things, and usher in to
the blood-washed soul a morning without clouds, and an eternal day.
And, oh! what a daybreak has this last been found to tliose who
have already been carried by the elect angels into Abraliam's bosom;
and what a daybreak for those on whom He hath had mercy, who are
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even now nearing the end of life's journey. "Ah! brother Payne,"
said Dr. Owen, "the long looked·for day is come at last." All the
precious foretastes the blessed Spirit had given him of the joy in God
awaiting those He had loved in Christ before time, were now' to be
exceeded in his soul's experience, even as the heavens are higher than
the earth. The Spirit of God had shown him things centering in the
Person, and accomplished by the mediation, righteousness, and salvation of our Lord Jesus Christ, that had greatly whetted his spiritual
, appetite for the feast of fat things awaiting him, when he should be
called on to sit down and take his seat at the Marriage Supper of the
Lamb, and eat and drink abundantly thereat. Aye, but still and unto
eternity will remain a blessed fullness and a glorious depth in' that
word, " Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the
heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love
Him." "Who," said dying Toplady, "can fathom the joys of the
third heaven 1" "They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any
more," but shall eat and be satisfied and drink the new wine of the
kingdom of glory.
'
Erskine does not appear to be far out when he thus describes his own
soul's longing and expectation, and which, until this latter day brake
in on him, he had in full view" We see Him at His table head,
With living water, living bread,
His cheerful guests incessant load
With all the plenitude of God.
" 'Ve see the holy flaming fires,
Cherubic and seraphic choirs,
And gladly join with those on high
To warble praise eternally.
"Glory to God that, here' we came,
And glory to the glorious Lamb;
Our light, our life, our joy, our all
Is in. our arms, and ever shall.
" Our Lord is ours, and we are His,
'Yea, now 'we' see Him as He is,
And, hence we like unto Him are,
And fn~l His glorious image share.
"'No 'darkness nbw, no dismal night,
No vapour intercepts the light;
'Ve see for ever face to face
The highest Prince, in highest place.
"This, this does heav'n enough afford,
We are for ever with the Lord;
We want ·no more, for all is given;
His presence is the heart of heaven."

Birkenluxul.
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SEPARATION;
"Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision [margin, thresh. ing]: for the day of the Lord is near in the valley of decision."JOEL iii. 14.

THE passage we considered last.month, "Jesus in the midst," lead,s
our thoughts on to division and separation. This is a very solemI;l
subject.. Sin is the great present separator. "Your iniquities," says
Jehovah, ~' have sepal'atedbetween you and your God, and your sins
have made Him hide His face from you, that He will not hear" (Isa.
lix.2, margin). Where are our sins, ours who.are believers? Leviticus
.xvi. 21, 22, and 1 Tim. ii. 5, 6, show us. They have been sent" away
by the hand of a fit Man into the wilderness," into 11 a land of separa- .
tion " (margin). . 11 There is one God, and one Mediator 'between .God
and men, the Man Christ Jesus, Who gave Himself a ransom for all."
How far are these sins separated" or removed from us " ?
As
far as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed our transgressions from us" (Psa. ciii. 12). What grand and soul-comforting
~ruths for the children of God, dearfellow-believ,er. What mighty and
infinite love has come between us and 'our awful sinfulness. Only one
Man could do it. He was able and willing and has effectually done .
it, and ,now our sins shall be remembered against us no more for ever.
How our hearts praise Him for this wonderful redeeming love.
Again, in the case of the two thieves at the Crucifixion we have
separation. Jesus betwee.n-" in.tlle midst." (Luke xxii. 33, 39, 40).
There was then one sheep on the right hand, one goat on the left.
One was separated from his sins because Jesus was between him arid
the justice of God, as Mediator and Substitute. One was separated
.
.
from God by his sins.
Now: compare the sorrowful" of Matt. xix. 22 and the rejoicing"
of Acts viii. 39. The rich young man ,. went away sorrowful," but
the eunuch 11 went on his way rejoicing." Why.was there this marked
difference.? One wasscparated from God, the other was separated
from the world. One was united to the world in enmity against God,
the other was united to the Lord Jesus Christ in living, vital union.
Compare, again, John iv. 40 and Luke viii. 37. One city desired
the company of Jesus and besought Him to tarry':; the other city
rejected Him and 11 besought Him to depart." He answered both
petitions-unity, and separation.
All of these passed through the valley of threshing" and came out
separated-to Christ or to Satan,. Are we separated from the world
to Jesus? If so, what are we doing? How very little even the most
faithful servant does. Our unfaithfulness should cause deep 11 heart
searching" in us, and callus into the valley" in more earnest,
. ,
living service..
The child of God is set apart in real separation. We are separated'
to the Lord and from the world once for all, and shall never be entangled
with the woddagain to the extent of eternal death. 11 The Lord hath
11
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set apart him that is godly for Himself" (Psa. iv. 3). Every believer
is set apart and is Godly. That is, he is righteous in the sense of being
indwelt by the Spirit; he loves the Lord and longs to serve and please
Him. Not always with equal warmth. At times our love and service
are very cold and indifferent, but when once His love has taken possession of our hearts, He never allows it to die wholly. He will "restore"
our soul in His own time and way. Since it was the Lord Himself
Who caused all who desire to love Him,. to pass over to Him, He
will assuredly keep them alive. We have been brought out from -the
careless and ungodly, unto the Lord. We are now not with them
.but with Him. We were in dangerous and evil company by birth
and nature until the Spirit began to deal with us. Now that we have
been drawn over unto the Lord we are in complete safety with Him.
He bears and lightens our burdens for us, and we are safe, separated,
and satisfied. Safe because the Lord Jesus has borne'the punishment
of our sins; separated because His Spirit has caused us to take the
decisive step between life and death; satisfied because our heavenly'
Father will let no real mischief befall us, but will keep us now and
eternally. And the Trinity has engaged to help us in all our trials,
difficulties and weaknesses.
" The rock of divisions" in 1 Samuel xxiii. 28 (margin); gives us a
lovely lesson. Saul was "pursuing after David." Suddenly a
message reached him that enemies were invading his land. "Wherefore Saul returned from pursuing after David," and the place was
called, "The rock of divisions." David's great enemy was there divided
from him. This leads our thoughts to another Rock, "the Rock of
Ages';" Who divides us from our spiritual enemy and places him for
ever at bay. "The rock of divisions," or separation, becomes the
rock of unity, for when we are united to Christ, the enemy is separated
from us by a dividing line that he can not pass, and we are in safety
with the Lord.
When we have been by the Spirit united to the Lord we shall never
walk apart again. We may lose His conscious presence, we certainly
shall if we persist in any known course of sin. This invariably breaks
up our peace and sets a barrier between us and communion with God.
For even with the believer sin still acts as a separator. See what we
read in Psa. lxvi. 18 : "If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will
not hear me "-not open acts of sin, to be seen by those around UB,
but sin in the heart, and therefore known only to God and ourselves.
If we tamper with sin, persistently yield to some special temptation,
or knowingly trifle with questionable things, there will speedily be
felt separation between God and the soul. We must not expect the
Lord to answer our prayers if we thus wilfully" regard iniquity."
We need to be very watchful and seek great grace to keep us from the
danger of letting Satan get the mastery over us in this way. Our
God is able and willing to keep; let us constantly appeal to Him to
do so.
But it is not always sin that causes us to miss His felt presence for
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a time. , Often when we think Him absent, and far from us, He is in
reality drawing near and will reveal Himself as the Very One and the
Only One. Beloved, may He do so to each one of us who is just now
walking in darkness or unsatisfied longing for Himself. He is ever
near to His own, albeit we often forget it. Remember His last word
as He ascended, " Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end."
Again, in the case of the children of Israel we find the Lord perpetually acting as a separator. When He sent the plagues on the
Egyptians, He" put a division between" His people and them when
He sent the flies (Exodus viii. 22, 23), and when He sent a grievous
murrain He "severed between the cattle" (ix. 4). "There was a
thick darkness in all the land of Egypt . . . but all the children of
Israel had light in their dwellings" (x. 22, 23). And the" difference
between" was equally manifested in the death scourge (xi. 5-7). When
the two hosts went through the Red Sea the" cloud" divided them, for
" the pillar of the cloud . . . came between the camps" (xiv. 19, 20).
Thus the Lord will ever make a way for His own people, and keep the
ungodly at a sufficiently safe distance to prevent their doing His
children any permanent harm. "He shall separate them one from
another," here as well as hereafter.
And the final separation will be at His Coming. Not all the living
will be " caught up," only the righteous. Oh! how it behov.es us to
make Bure that we are " in Christ" now, so that in that momentwhich some of us think so near at hand-we may be ready to rise
" to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord."
Then there will be no more separation for all who have obtained" the
salvation which is in Christ Jesus," " Who died for us, that, whether
we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him."
Bri:l;ton.

Er,EANoR CONYERS BOWER.

THE PRIESTHOOD AND INTERCESSION OF CHRIST.

I
l",

WE learn from the Epistle to the Hebrews that Christ is It High Priest
(chapters iii. 1, iv. 14), though not according to the order of Aaron, but
according to the order of Melchisedec. The priesthood of Aaron was
typical, and the Lord Jesus Christ perfectly fulfilled the type. His
death was the true sin offering, by which He " hath perfected for ever
them .that are sanctified." His precious blood achieved that which
" the blood of goats and calves" could not, namely, the remission of
sins (chapter x. 4, 11, 17, 18). By virtue of that blood He entered
into heaven, having obtained eternal redemption (chapter ix. 12).
Through H~s death He procured the eternal inheritance for all the
called (chapter ix. 15). But Christ, having completely exhausted
the Aaronic type; is " called of God an High Priest after the order of
Melchisedec." The priesthood after the order of Aaron was temporary,
being a foreshadowing of something better, and so it passed away;
but Christ's priesthood is permanent.' He" abideth a Priest for ever."
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These two orders of priesthood are contrasted in Heb. vii.. and
amongst the points of contrast attention is drawn to the circumstance
that in the order of Aaron priest succeeded priest. inasmuch as they
were mortal : "But this Man [Priest], because He' continueth· ever.
hath an unchangeable priesthood. Wherefore He is able also to save
them to the uttermost th.at come unto God by Him, seeing He ever
liveth to make intercession for them" (chapter vii. 23-25).
I,et us note further :~
1. The precise time of the calling of our Lord Jesus Christ to be our
" High Priest after the order of Melchisedec."
We are told in chapter v. 4, " No man taketh this honour [that is,
the honour of the priesthood] unto himself,- but he that is called of God;
as was Aaron.. So also Christ glorified not·Himself to be made an High
Priest; but He That said unto Him, Thou art My Son, to day have I
begotten Thee. As He saith also in another place, Thou art a Priest
for ever after the order ofMelchisedec."
Now, the first of these two Scriptures adduced in proof of this point
is taken from Psa. ii. 7, and a reference to Acts xiii. 33 will show that
the ;'vordsare spoken in relation to the-resurrection of Christ; and the
second proof text is from Psa. ex. 4, words spoken, proleptically.by
J ehovah to Christ at the time of His session at the right hand of God
(see verse 1).
It is clear, then, that Christ was" called of God" to be our High
Priest after His work on earth was finished; after He had fulfilled
all that was foreshadowed in the Aaronic type; after reconciliation
had been made for sinners, and the remission of their sins procured.
His work of intercession, therefore, can not be in the nature of offering
for sin, for" where remission of these "-" sins and iniquities "-" is,
there is no more offering for sin" (chapter x. 18). On the contrary,
we have" boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus."
There is no word. about altar; or offering, Qr sacrifice, iD, the
Melchisedec type (Gen. xiv.), and inasmuch as the Apostle, in the
Epistle to the Hebrews, makes a strong point out of the silence of Holy
Scripture with regard to Melchisedec, so we too may conclude,from
the absence of any sta~meilt conveying the contrary idea, that: the
Melchisedec type was designedly, not a type of a priesthood of propitiatory sacrifice, but rather (and this is taught in the type) a priesthood
of 'sustenance and blessing (Heb. vii. 1, 6). And such is our Lord's
priesthood. He is" able to succour. them that are tempted"; to
grant " mercy, and grace to help in time of need" ; and, as King of
Righteousness. and King of Peace, He blesses His people with the
blessings of Righteousness, Peace,and Salvation.
And we may remark, in passing, that as'· there is no record of any
other .priest or priests being called of God to act as mediators between
God a,nd men, or to offer propitiatory sacrifices for sins, and as, more"
over, ministers of the Gospel are never so described in the New
Testament, so we conclude that there is no priest now but Christ Jesus
our Lord.
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2. The chief point in connection with our Lord's priesthood after
the order of Melchisedec is that it is "unchangeable." "But this
Man [or Priest], because He continueth ever, hath an unchangeable
priesthood." The margin of both the A.V. and the R.V. gives the
alternative translation: It A priesthood that doth not pass to another,"
and the context shows that this rendering is consonant with the
reasoning of the passage. Christ's priesthood is not transferable. The
Old,Testament priest~ departed one after another. It They were not
suffered to continue by reason of death." But Christ is " a Priest for
ever." His is an everlasting priesthood (see vv. 15-17).
The glorious truth deduced .from this, in the inspired Word, is that
the salvation accomplished for us by our blessed Redeemer' is an
eternal salvation. For, to revert once more to Heb. v., after the
declaration (v. 5) that Christ was called of God to be made a High
Priest, the Apostle goes on to speak of His sufferings ~nd death, and'
then says: It And being made perfect, He became the 'Author [Greek,
cause] of eternal salvation to all ~hem that obey Him;. called of God
an High Priest after the order of Melchisedec." A similar conclusion
is drawn in the seventh chapter, vv. 24 and 25: "But this Man,
because He continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood.
Wherefore He is able also to save them to the uttermost [Greek,
completely] that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make
intercession for them." In these words we have the precious truth·of
the Gospel that the contrite believing soul that draws nigh to God in
Christ, having naught to plead but His merits, has One Who is able
to save him "to the utten)1ost , , _ I t evermore "_',' completely","
since· " He ever liveth to make intercession " for him.
This great truth differentiates real Christianity from all the false
systems of a spurious Christ,ianity that are 'in the world. A complete
and completed salvation in Christ. A full, free,. present, and eternal
salvation, through Christ's redemption and intercession, in the riches
of God's grace, is the true Gospel, .and the only Gospel inthis day of
grace, this." day of salvation."
,
3. This is proved .by Christ's continual intercession.. Those for
whom Christ intercedes are" them that come unto God by Him ";'
and it is distinctly said. that. His continual intercession is the .reason
why He is able to save them" to the uttermost "-" completely"" seeing He ever liveth tornake intercession for them."

For what is the nature of Christ's intercession ~ He is not offering,
for standing is the posture of the sacrificing priest, and Christ our
King-Priest has" sat down on the right hand of God." It is hereby
indicated that His sacrificial work is finished.
In the.light of this fact it is.clear that His intllrcession must be of
quite adiffere.nt character from that implied in the word " pleading"
as ordinarily used in the sense of attempting to persuadll by argument
or supplication. For does not Holy Scripture teach .that" when we
were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son" ;
and that, therefore, " much more being reconciled, we shall be saved by
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His life " (Rom. v. 10) ~ Are we not justified in Christ our risen
Head ~ See Rom. iv. 25: "Who was delivered for our offences, and
was raised again for our justification:' that is, not that we might be
justified, but because justified in Him. Is not our life "hid with
Christ in God," so that "when Christ Who is onr life, shall appear,
then shall we l/.lso appear with Him in glory" ?
These things are indeed so, and therefore we may conclude that our
Lord's intercession above must be more in accord with His prayer
contained in the seventeenth chapter of St. John, in which we find
such words as the following, amongst many other wonderful words:
" Father, 1 will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me
where I am; that they may behold My glory, which Thou hast given
1\6
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. If we use the word" plead" at all, with reference Ito Christ's inter-

cesaion, we must use it in its legal sense of alleging facts on behalf of
another; and with this signification its use is consonant with the truth
regarding the intercession of Christ.
.
The" intercession" of Christ· is only twice ~amed in the New
Testament: in the passage we are considering, and in Romans viii.
34; but the same verb is once again used in Rom. xi. 2, and from ita
usage there we gather that the word" intercedes" (R.V. " pleadeth")
implies the presentation of facts. For in these words Elijah " made
intercession to God against Israel": "Lord, they have killed Thy
prophets, and digged down Thine altars."
What, then, are the facts involved in Christ's entrance into" the
presence of God for us,"· and His session at His right hand ~ Are they
not those already alluded to, namely: reconciliation effected (Rom. v.
10), sin taken away (1 John iii. 5), justification declared (Rom. iv. 25),
'eternal life secured (John xvii. 2)~ Are not these facts the eBSentia}
part of our Lord's intercession? And does not His continual presence
in glory as our Representative Head and Forerunner (Heb. vi. 20 and
ix. 24) continually" intercede" for us ~
Surely, therefore, we may triumphantly ask with the Apostle Paul,
" Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect ~ It is God That
justifieth. Who is he that condemneth ~ It is Christ That died, yea
rather, That is risen again, Who is even at the right hand of God, Who
also maketh intercession for us." "IF [SINCE] GOD BE FOR US, WHO
CAN BE AGAINST US ? "
Christ Church, DiisseldO'Tl.
ROBERT J. NOYES, B.D.

,==========

THE ENCOURAGED HEART.
THREE times over God spoke strength and courage into the heart of
Joshua as He set before him the labour of leading the people into
the promised land; and He gave yet more liberally and opened human
lip8so that what had been heard in secret was proclaimed on the
housetope-:-.-" Only be thou strong and very courageous." It is well
when a gracious Lord gives His shrinking children such kind reiterations
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that they have grace to hold fast what is 80 compassionately bestowed
on them, to let their hand cleave to the sword of the Spirit-the Word
of God-and to resist the devil, shameless in his thieving, and who
does not mind what he takes from Christ's friends so long as it is
stamped with the seal of grace and Covenant kindness. Sarah had
known his ways. The devil was no stranger in her tent as she weighed
over her prospects of the impossible. But at last the decision was
given. The work of faith with power-that power which has nothing
in the human heart to help it-was complete, and she judged Him
faithful Who had promised.
The Lord's fainting followers are indeed strong in Him. The power
of His might will be known in sinking hearts while the earth remaineth ;
but the weakness, the fear, the much trembling, that accompanied
Paul in his lawful calling, are as real and as painful as they were with
him.
David knew it. We are told that he "was greatly distressed" (1 Sam.
xxx. 6). Time was, when" suffering wrongfully," he could say in
prayer, " If I have done this"; "If there be iniquity in my hands."
But this time it was too manifest that the loss and confusion were
the fruit of his own doings, and J onathan with Godly love and sym·
pathy was not there to " strengthen his hands in God." So he stood
alone, and the people spoke of stoning him. " But David encouraged
himself in the Lord his God." This was no rushing into God's presence
with a wordy self-confidence. And it was no venture of faith, a
going in, if to perish-perishing; but it was the coming of which the
Apostle speaks, the coming boldly to a throne of grace to obtain mercy
and to find grace to help in time of need. It was a laying bare of the
heart· before the Lord, a desire to be searched and known of Him, a
willingness to be found guilty and wrong in His sight. It was a con·
fessing of sin, a complaining of Satan, a telling Him all. It was an
acknowledgment that vain was the help of man, that salvation WM
to be found in One only. It was a hearing and answering Christ's
invitation, " Come unto Me . . . and I will give you rest." It was
a feeling forsaken but not alone. It meant a hope that would not
make ashamed, a confidence that would have great recompense of
reward. It meant blood-bought pardon and peace, a restoring of the
soul, a straightening of the crooked thing, a smoothing of the rough
place. I t meant a holy claim from a contrite heart on a promise.
making God for suitable supplies. It meant believing in Him.
And we who, taught by the same Spirit, love David's Lord, encourage
ourselves in Him, "look off" sensibly at times as he did, and are
strong in the midst of failure, weakness, and want.
A dear" mother in Israel" marked the spot where this word was
spoken into her tried heart, " Wait on the Lord: be of good courage,
and He shall strengthen thine heart." And she saw in the light that
He brought with the word, that He did not promise deliverance out
of the trial, but that He promised her strength in it. So the trial
remained, and she endured.
FOLLOWER-ON.

800

The Gospel Magazine
"ALL THINGS ARE. YOURS."

" We know that all things work together for good to them that love God,to
them who are the called according to His purpose. . . . He That
'spared n'ot His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall
He not with Him also freely give us all things? . . . Nay, in all
these things we are more than conquerors through Him That loved
us."-RoMANil viii.-28, 32, 37.
" All..things' are your's,. whether Paul, or Apnllos, or Cephas, or tlie
world, or life, or death, or things p?'esent, or things to come,. allcire
your's,. and ye are Christ's,. and Christ is God's."-lCoR. iii.21-23;

How rich even in this life is the heir of God! The world itself, li~e and
death, things present and things to come, are ours! Our needs Jor
Boul and body are abundantly supplied., All things work together for
<lur good, Ij>ll things are freely given, and in all things we are more thaI1
conquerors through Him That loved us. "Seek ye first the kingdom
of God, and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added
unto you" (Matt. vi. 33)., But do we think as we should of the skill
and foreknowledge of the Lord in working out all things always for the
,good of His people, all over the world, and all along the ages 1
" God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always
having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work"
(2 Cor. ix. 8); "All things are possible to him that. believeth "(Matt.
xix. 2tl); "With God all things are possible" (Mark ix. 23). Are we
rather apt to hand over such promises toa few specially favoured
believers-missionaries to wit-and to think that it is ·not for us to live
in the power and blessing of fuller experience? The faith that humbly
claims them is undoubtedly strong, and could " remove mountains."
For the child of God who takes the Word as it stands, obeying the
precepts unquestioningly, and following the example of Christ in daily
life,'may confidently expect ,that all the promises will be abunda.ntly
fulfilled. "All things whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing,ye
shall receive" (Matt. xxi. 22); "The effectual fervent prayer of a
righteous man availeth much" (James v: 16). We must pray with the
whole heart, regarding no iniquity, in an obedient and forgiving spirit,
abiding in Christ, praying in His Name and according to His will
(Psa. CXL'C. 145, Ixvi.I8; 1 John iii. 22; Mark xi. 24,25; John xv. 7,
xvi. 24'; 1 John v. 14). And the Holy Spirit teaches us all things and
brings all things to our remembrance (John xiv. 26). ' If these conditions be ohserved the Christian may ask all things. A few weeks age;>
the writer knelt with a mother; praying earnestly that her children
might soon be truly converted. Twenty-four hours later that mother
knew that her three boys were the Lord's.
Another striking passage is found in Col. i. 16-20. As we read it we
Bee that it pleased the Father that in all things His Son should have
the pre-eminence, that He should be supreme in the universe, and that
He should be the Head of the body, the Church. "For He hath put all
things under Hideet" (1 Cor. xv. 27, 28). "That God in all things
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may be glorified through Jesus Christ. to Whom be praise and dominion
for ever and ever. Amen" (1 Pet. iv. 11; Psa. viii. 6). It is the
Father's will that Christ should have the pre-eminence over His people
collectively and individually. And every true believer d~sires that
Christ shall reign over his heart and life in all things, and he will watch
and pray lest seUor any other idol should gain the supremacy. But
Christ" is able even to subdue all things unto Himself" (Phi!. iii. 21);
" He will subdue our iniquities" (Micah vii. 19). He knows the hearts
of-His children, for" all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of
Him with Whom we have to do " (Heb. iv. 13). Oftentimes we are
filled with a deep sense of awe as we realize that our Lord condescends
to order all things in our lives, even to the most minute event. And it
is our great longing to recognize His rule, tC9 obey Him in all things, to
seek His mind, and to please Him to the utmost of our power. He calls
Himself our Friend, entering into our deepest experience with sacred
sympathy, and filling our hearts with His own love and peace. He
takes every precious human tie, and compares it to the bond that links
our souls to Him, and thus He teHs us again and again that we are
precious in His sight. "In all things it behoved Him to be made like
unto His brethren" (Heb. ii. 17). "I can do all things through Christ
Which strengtheneth me " (Phi!. iv. 13).
" The end of all things is at hand" (1 Pet. iv. 7). "Now He hath
promised, saying, Yet once more I shake not the earth only, but also
heaven. And this word, Yet once more, signifieth the removing
of those things that are shaken, as of things that are made, that
those things which cannot be shaken may remain" (Heb. xii. 26, 27).
" Behold, I make all things new" (Rev. xxi. 5).
HENRIETTA G. BewER.
SAMUEL RUTHERFORD'S SERMONS.
"CHRIST'S

LOVE

AND

LOVELINESS."

(Notes of a Communion Address by Samuel Rutherford.)
(Concluded from page 236.)
WHAT a sight was innocent and harmless Jesus when He stood before
the Governor, and had not one word to say! They laid thieves' bands
on our Saviour's hands, that had never stolen, that had never shed
blood. Bands bound His hands, but love, mercy, and grace bound
His tender heart with stronger bands and cords, to loose us out of the
bands of sin. He cried in the Spirit, "Father, bind Me, and loose
them; slay Me, and save them. All their ill be upon Me." So be it,
deM Jesus!
Christ cried with a loud voice in death, " Father, into Thy hands I
commend My spirit." Then our Lord died; because it was His will.
Death could not bind Him, but love to His wife bound Him. Love
is stronger than death; nay, love was as strong as Christ. The law
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was 'weak now, for Christ satisfied it ; and now it has no power over
you. Ye are in Ohrist; and He is a better Master than the law..
Change not with any master again. Follow Him all the way to heaven.
Christ's new love rot a wissil [exchange] in His blessed manhood.
Was not Christ s love-tocher [marriage dowry] good enough 1 Oh,
what is sewed [shewed, in some copies] and covered up in Christ's
love !Come, and press His love, and get heaven and glory out of it.
Live on His love, and you are wholly fed. Lie on His love, and that
is a sweet bed. Ride on His love, and it shall carry you through hell
and death, and every evil way. That which Christ has dear bought,
He will not want. Ye are sold over to a Lord That will not want you,
but will have you. Make no merchandise with any other. He rues
not: why should ye rue ~
Mount Calvary, since God laid the first stone of it, did never bear
such a weight as when the Lord {)f Glory was hanging upon a tree
there. Darkness was in all J udea when our Lord suffered. And
why ~ Because the Candle that lighted the sun and the moon was
Hown out. . The Godhead was eclipsed; and the world's eye was
put out. He took away the sun with Him, as it were, to another world,
when He That was the :world's sun was put out. ·When He went out
of the earth, the sun would not stay behind Him. Sun, what ails
thee ~ "I have not will to shine when my Lord is going to another
world.". As if the sun had said to Jesus, "Lord, if Thou be going
to another world, take me with You." The dead come out of the
grave to welcome Christ's death. Life itself was coming to the grave,
and therefore the graves opened, the dead lived. Why 1 Because
the Lord of Life was coming to the grave. The dead wondered, to see
Life coming down among them. He went before-hand, to sponge
death and corruption for you.
Jesus cried with a loud voice, with such a shout as never before
went to heaven. The Son, crying to the Father, shouting with tears
and strong cries, "Father, Father, God's mercy!" Oh, what a cry
would all believers have made in hell, if Christ had not cried. Ye had
been always crying. But oh, what a conflict was there! Never was
there such a fray [conflict] in heaven, and earth, either before, or shall
be after. Angels might have quaked, if they be capable of such passion.
They might have said, " Alas! what ails our dear Lord and Master to
cry so hideously ~" Christ worried on a piece of tree! He Who
takes up the isles of the sea as a little thing; yea, He Who can take
up heaven and earth with a touch ~f His little finger! He Who can
weigh the mountains in a balance! Oh, what a set [onset] was it to
Christ's back and His loins !N0 wonder; there was more than a tree
upon His back.. The curse of the law ofGod was above the tree; and
that was heavier than ten thousand mountains of iron. Ah! A
wonder His back brake not in two, and all His bones were not crushed
with it!
Christ cries" I thirst." No wonder; there was a fire in' His soul.
Such a furnace, that would have dried up the sea, and all the waters
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of it. Cast a eoal of God's wrath in the midst of the sea, and it would
.. soon suek it all, up if there were as mueh water as might lie betwixt
the bottom of the sea, and the heav8n of heavens: between the east
point of heaven, and the west point of heaven. The pure unmixed
wrath of God would drink it all dry in a moment. All the wells in the
earth set to Christ's mouth could not have quenched His thirst. A
drink of His Father's well was that which cooled His burnt and dried
soul. Christ cried, " My soul is heavy unto death." Sorrow is like to
kill Me! Fear and horror is like to break My heart! "What, dear
Lord Jesus, art Thou ruing the voyage ~ Wouldst Thou cast Thy
bargain ~" "No, no, but it is a bargain of sorrow to Me. It's a sad
cup." Oh, I see an ugly sight! I see the Lord covered with wrath!
I see a fire, greater than if you put all the fires in hell in one! And
the Lord has made Me, poor Me, weeping weak Me, His contrary
party [He has dealt with Me as an enemy]. The Lord is running upon
Me like a giant. My martyrs and My servants sing and rejoice at the
gibbet ll.lld fire; but I weep, I lie sad and dreary all alone-Why ~
Because My Lord is away.
o wells! 0 lochs! 0 running streams! where were you all when
my Lord could not get a drink ~ Oh fie [shame] on all Jerusalem!
For there was wine enough in Jerusalem, and yet their King, Jesus, is
burnt like a keel-stick. 0 wells, what ails you at your Lord J esus ~
The wells and lochs answer, " Alas! we dare not know Him; the
Lord hath laid a fence upon us [we are authoritatively forbidden];
we are arrested; we dare not serve our Master." Is there any cooling
in all Judea ~ Or is there any I'oom ~ Oh! to hear the wells say,
" We will give Herod and Pilate a drink, but we will give Christ none."
Yea, give me leave to say there is none on earth brewen [prepared]
for Christ; nothing but a drink of gall and vinegar! The wells say,
" We will give oxen and horses drink; but never a drop for the Lord
of glory." For all His service done at Jerusalem; for all His good
preaching; for all His glorious miracles-not so· much as a drop of
cold water! Fie on you, famous Jerusalem! Is your stipend this ~
Is this your reward to your great High Priest ~ No, not so much as
the beggar's courtesy, a drink of cold water, to your dear Redeemer,
Jesus! But by this, Christ has bought drink for all believers.
Jesus" gave up the ghost." 0 Life! wouldst thou bear that blessed
body no longer company ~ o Life of life! wouldst Thou be death's
taken prisoner ~ Oh! to see that blessed head fall to the one side·!
Oh! to see Life wanting life! To see Life lying dead! To see that
blessed mouth silent! To see that fair corpse rolled in linen, and laid
ina tomb! Oh! to see sweet Jesus, that blessed body in Joseph's
arms! Come hither, come hither, believers, and see a sight that ye
never saw the like of! Oh, what would the disciples say, but that,
" We are beguiled men! We thought that He should have restored
the kingdom to Israel; and now He is gone away; and now He is
dead, That raised Lazarus from the grave." Oh, angels would think,
" Our Master is dead." Much scarcity of life in the world (might one
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say) before He s1).ould have died for want! The whole guard about
Christ might say, "Oh! what evil hath He done ~" 0 sun! why
wouldst not thou lend Him light ~ He never angered thee, but gave
thee light! 0 floods, 0 rivers; 0 running strellims! what has thus
angered you at your Creator, that ye would not send your Lord a
drink: ~ 0 bread! why art thou gall to Him ~ 0 drink! 'why to
Him vinegar ~ Oworldly pomp and glory, what ails you. at Him, that
He is so ashamed ~ 0 life, where goest thou ~ Why leavest thou
the Lord of life! 0 joys, why would ye not cheer Him ~ 0 disciples, why left ye Him, and forsook Him ~ 0 Father, what ails
Thee at Thy dear and only Son ~ Oh, what evil way went these feet;
that they are pierced ~ " Oh, what evil, and what vanity did these eyes
behold, that death has closed them ~ Oh, what sin hath that fair
face done, that it is spitted on ~ ,Oh, what did these hands steal, that
they are bound? Oh, what evil has that blessed head done, that it is
crowned with thorns ~
THE GRACIOUS WORK OF GOD THE HOLY SPIRI,T.
NOTES OF AN ADDRESS GIVEN BY lVIR. JOHN WOOD, AT DENISON HOUSE,
VAUXHALL BRIDGE ROAD, S.W., ON FEBRUARY 27, 1914.,
THERE are few subjects upon which believers seem to be so
insufficiently taught as this, with the result that vagaries and wrong
ideas abound.
In the Old Testament-particularly in Moses and the Psalms-we
find the suffering Saviour; also it is in those Old Testament Scriptures
that vie find much teaching concerning the Holy Ghost, if we know
where to look.
Beginning with "Let Us make man in Our image," we nnd "the
third Person" referred to about ninety times, but only three times do
we find the words" Holy Spirit," once in Psa.li. and twice in Isa. lxiii.
In. sixteenbooks there is no direct reference. He is usually seen in the
Old Testament as the Spirit ofWisdom and of Power. Bezaleel (Exod.
xxxv. 31) is said to be "filled with. the Spirit 0/ God, in wisdom, in
understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship" ;
or again, when Samuel anointed David' (1 Sam.xvi.~13),lwe read" The
Spirit of the Lord came upon David from that day forward." So was
it with numerous Old Testament worthies. The emblem most frequently used in the Old Testament is oil. "Fire" usually, if not
always, represents" judgment." There are three chapters in the Old
Testament which should be carefully and prayerfully considered, for
they throw special and full light upon this most important subject. I
refer to Lev. xxiii., Deut: xvi., and for a most beautiful illustration,
Gen. xxiv. If any subject would (beyond othElrs) convince me of the
inspiration of all the Scriptures, this would! So graciously, so tenderly,
so Divinely is the subject unfolded.
From first to last the Holy Spirit is the Executive 0/ the Godhead.
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The Lord Jesus did nothi·ng apart from Him. Indeed, His body was
prepared by the Holy Ghost (Matt. i. 18). When tempted of the devil,
Jesus" was led up of the Spirit into the wildernes.~" (Matt. iv. 1). Of
His atoning work it is written, " How much more shall the blood of
Christ, Who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to
God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God "
(Heb. ix. 14)? When He comes again He will " quicken your mortal
bodies by His Spirit That dwelleth in you" (Rom. viiL 11).
During His earthly ministry He cast out demons by the Spirit of
God. He had power over unclean spirits. By His word He called
life back into dead bodies, and He quickened the spiritually dead
(John v.). It is most noticeable that He never directed inquiring
BOuls to the Holy Spirit, but always drew them to Himself. "He
that cometh to Me," " He that believethon Me," " He that eateth of
this bread shall live for ever," " I will draw all men unto Me," these
are familiar words. True, He referred to the' coming new dispensation,
when the Holy Ghost should be outpoUl'ed at Pentecost, and prayed
for that" other Comfort.er." His disciples also were taught to do the
same, but after Pentecost I know of no prayer for the Holy Spirit,
rather should we seek to pray in the Holy Ghost.
We may now proceed to consider what happened in view of and at
Pentecost.
Judaism and the transitional period of ourJ~ord'8 earthly ministry
were to pass away, and a more privileged dispensation was to be
inaugurated.
Pentecost could not come till all Scripture concerning it was ful~
filled. Hence the disciples must" wait" till the day be fully come.
The Scriptures that must be. fulfilled '. are found in Levit. xxiiL and
Deut. xvi., as stated previously.
'
In Deut. xvi. we see three feasts of the Lord brought prominently to
our notice (three out of seven). '" These three feasts took all the male
Israelites to Jerusalem each year.
The Passover reminded them of Redemption.
The Feast of Weeks instructed them to look for greater blessing yet
to come; and, thirdly, the Feast of Tabernacles pointed on to the
future blessing of Israel in theiJ: land, also the future blessing of earth
when" the tabernacle of God" shall be with men, in " a new heaven
and a new earth" (Rev. xxL).
How impossible would it have been for Israel to alter the dates of
these appointed feasts of the Lord! Who could imagine" Passover"
after" 1'abernacles"1 That would have been meaningless confusion!
The Lord must suffer and die, be buried, raised again, and ascend; God
is never a day behind or before His time. '
,
In ·Lev. xxiiL these glorious facts are seen in fuller detail, because
the seven feasts of the Lord are all seim there. They are as follows :--'1. The Passover, explained in 1 Cor.v. 7.
2. The Feast of Unleavimed Bread. The holy walk of the Redeemed.
3. The Feast of First Fuits. The Wat'e Sheaf at barley harvest,
20
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setting forth Christ in Resurrection, and perhaps also including" His
Body "-" they that are Christ's at His coming" (1 Cor. xv.).
4. Pentecost. Fifty days after the" wave sheaf" (v. 16), where
H leaven" is see~'in two wave loaves presented (see v. 17, " baken with
leaven '');This represents the fact that evil is, and ever has' been,
with and in the Church, which can only be accepted and acceptable on
the ground of the blood of the Paschal Lamb.
The fifth feast is the Feast of Trumpets, which did not immediately
follow Pentecost, thus showing in type the long interval between Pentecost and the glorious second advent.. During the past many centuries,
Israel in dispersion has not yet heard" the joyful sound." Perhaps
the key to this is found in Isa. xxvii. 12, 13.
The sixth is the Feast of Tabernacles, to which allusion has already
been made, and the seventh is the Sabbath, of which we need not now
speak particularly.
Before leaving the Old Testament, let us take a glance at the illustration in Gen. xxiv.-the story of Eleazar, Abraham's servant, who was
sent to seek Isaac's bride. Eleazar beautifully illustrates the work of
the Holy Spirit in the following particulars : 1. He faithfully represented, or to use a New Testament word,
" commended " his master and his master's son.
2. He said not a word about himself, but his testimony was clear and
urgent concerning Isaac. "A son . . . and unto him hath my
master given all that hehath." Can we not hear the voice of the Lord
Jesus in John xvi. ~ "He shall not speak of Himself," " He shall
glorify Me," " He shall take of Mine and shall show it unto you."
3. Eleazar could speak of no one but Isaac, and his testimony was
believed and accepted. He conducted Rebecca to Isaac. Those must
be blind indeed who can not see the typical meaning of al~ this.
Another similar lesson is found falling from the lips of the Lord Jesus
by way of parable, yet comparatively few see it. May I direct your
attention to Matt. xxii. 1-10 ~ You there find the parable of the
marriage of the king's son. The servants are told" to call them that
were bidlien to the wedding." Read carefully, and you will find the
word " servants" five times. "As. many as ye find, bid "-that is
their work, their marching order. More they could not ·do. That
they must do. But see the result. The bidden ones make" light of
it," nay, worse, they slay the servants, and bring judgment upon themselves. There is, not much to cheer or encourage in this parable; but
wait! Read the similar parable in Luke xiv. 16-24. How many
times does the word " servants" occur ~ Not once 1 But the word
" Servant" occurs five times. Is that" Servant" 'told to bid as many
as He finds ~ No; He is told to " compel them to come in." Do they
come 1 Yes; the house is filled, and the Sel:vant is neither treated
spitefully, nor slain! Who is' it that can "compel" ~ Can the
preacher ~ Can the one who" bids," however faithfully ~ No; the
Holy Ghost is the house-filler, and He alone can do it. He goes to the
highways and hedges.
.
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How helpless is the preacher; he can only learn to follow his Master
in true obedience and dependence! It would seem that as there are
two C,omforters, SO there are two perfect Servants. The one does the
vicarious work, the other the quickening and the sanctifying.
We ~re now perhaps the better able to approach Acts ii.
The scene is J erus~lem. The greatest event the world has yet
known has occurred. The Son of God has, been taken by wicked
hands and crucified and slain, but-" by the deter~inate counsel
and foreknowledge of God" (Acts ii. 2 3 ) . ,
'
He has been raised from the dead and has ascended from Olivet. A
little company of mystified but loving hearts has been told (Luke xxiv.
49) to " tarry in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power
from on high."
This was" the promise of the Father."
" And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all
with one accord in one place."
,
To tl>is point all Scripture has been fulfilled. No promise of God
can fail.
The little body of believers consists of at least 120 (Acts i. 15).
Amongst them there are " apostles," and men and women who are
" disciples."
These must have been quickened from death to life. They had been
" born of God," they could call Jesus Lord. Thomas, for example,
had said, " My Lord and my God." Peter had said, " Thou knowest
that I love Thee." Some had heard the Lord -expound the Scriptures
on the way to Emmaus, but all had now to be " baptized ','(Acts i. 5).
So far as I 'know this has never been repeated. We know the results.
A co~verted Jew preached and 3,000 souls were converted to God.
A new dispensation had dawned. Some of the Apostles were mightily
used of God, others we know very little about, but all were" baptized
believers," and such are the Lord's true people to-day. It is not a
question of water, whatever the quantity, for there is only "one baptism," and by it we are baptized into Christ's death (Rom. vi. 3). "By
one Spirit are we all baptized into one body" (1 Cor. xii. 13). It is
not a question of'some believers being baptized, and others not. All
do not know it, through defective teaching; such a passage, for
example, as- Acts xix. 2 being often quite misunderstood-" Have ye
received the Holy Ghost since ye believed ~" The question was
addressed to " certain disciples" who answered (v. 3) that ,they had
been baptized unto John's baptism. That places them atonce in the
old dispensation. All that John's baptism required was " confession
of sin"-it knew nothing of del1<th and resurrection in and with Christ.
These believers (in Acts xix.) have no exact parallel nowadays. At
the risk of repetition, the teaching of Scripture surely is " one baptism," " many fillings." My eye recently caught sight of a newspaper'
placard, which in large letters said, " More oil wanted." That is just
the need in our own spiritual experience, in our family life,and in our
national crisis.
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TOUR IN THE HOLY LAND.·
B. SNEPP, LL.M., VICAR OF PERRY

By THE LATE REV. CHARLES

BARK,

BIRMINGHAM.

(Continued from pOIJe250.)

B'QT it is 'time for me to return to my joumal; and having described
the exterior ascent, which I made with much aelight, I will now give
you: a brief sketch of the interior scramble.
The entrance here, as in all other pyramids, is on the northern side;
but in this instance about 25 feet from the true centre, and 45 feet
from the ground. ' This was doubtless designed to baffle all attempts
for discovering the entrance. Over it .~ a block of stone, of immense
size, on which are four other large blocks resting against each other,
so as to form a pent-roof arch. The passage is 3 feet 5 inches high,
and 3 feet·11 inches wide, and continues at an angle of 26 0 41' for 320
feet, and with such exactness that the sky is visible from the extreme
end. It then runs 27 feet in a horizontal direction and ends in a
subterranean chamber, 46 feet long, 27 broad, and 11 high; but I
did not enter here.
The interior proved fat more difficult than the exterior. No sooner
had I passed the opening than I found I had to begin with a 'dusty and
steep descent inside; and the heat became very unpleasant, but worse
still as we proceeded. Indeed in a few minutes 1 found myself compelled to crawl on all fours, over sandy l:ubbish, under a large mass of
stone, where the passage became so low that it might. have knocked
my head to pieces.
.Soon, however, another change took place, and the passage began
to ascend. My guides conducted me carefully round a great hole;.
and then helping me to spring up about four feet, I found myself on
a rock, which brought me to the first ascending passage, very steep and
slippery, about 125 feet long, until at length I reached the wonderful
and mysterious" Grand Gallery."
-Here a horizontal passage branches off, 110 feet long, leading to the
Queen's Chamber, 18 feet 9 inches long, 17 feetbr()ad,anli 20 feet
high, which w.e 'd not visit. The chamber is 67 feet above the base of
the pyramid, 4 feet below the original summit, and 71 feet below the
King's Cham er, and stands immediately under the apex of the
pyramid. Returning to the commencement of this horizontal passage,
immedia.tely 0 the right of the Great Gallery, is the opening commonly
called ~'the well," 191 feet deep, leading down to the 'descending
passage', from the entrance to the subterranean cavern, One of my
guides was most anxiouS to show me how quickly he could descend
and .lI$cendwithout steps, by pressing his back against one side, and
his feet against the other, through this deep square hole, and taking a
small candle in his hand he speedily accomplished it.
But now we are entering the Great Gallery; my' guide pulled me
up, on to a kind of long narrow shelf on one side, and very slippery, 80
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that I found it very difficult to keep my footing; even though firmly
supported by one guide above and another below, yet every no"Wand
then my feet would slip. The closeness and heat of the atmosphere
in this steep slippery passage became almost unbearable; the perspiration rolled off my forehead in great drops, though after a while I beca~e
more accustomed to the difficulties, and learnt the art of planting , y
feet more securely in some of the little indentations in this slippe ,
marble-like paSsage.
It appeared, however, rather long and tedious. The real dimensioJIs are
151 feet long, 28 feet high, and about 7 wide, but this width is reduped
one half by a, stone ramp on each side. There are notches in the floor
at intervals, supposed to have connection with the machinery by which
the great sarcophagus or' coffer was raised into the King's Chamber.
At the end of the Great Gallery is an ascending step into a vestibule,
formerly closed with four granite portcullises,sliding in grooves' of
the same stone, which concealed and stopped the entrance! One of
these portcullises'remains in its original position, and on the other side
is a short passage leading into the King's Chamber; my strength was
well-nigh gone, and'l was by no means sorry'to reach this most curious
and remarkable room, the principal' apartment of the pyramid. A
number of dry sticks had been brought here, for the purpose of setting
them on fire in order to light up this wondrous hall for us, while. the
rebounding echo of the sharp fire of a pistol added to the previous
impressions of solemnity and awe.
This great dark unearthly hall is 34 feet long, 17 broad, a.nd 19 high.
The walls are of polished granite to about one-third the height, the
rest seems of smooth but not polished granite; and so truly and
beautifully are these granite blocks fitted together that the edge ,of a
penknife could not be inserted between them. The roof is flat, and
formed of simple blocks of granite, resting on the side walls. At the
upper end, placed N. and S., is the sarcophagus or coffer, of red
granite or porphyry, "the only and one thing which this huge mass
contains within its darksome entrails." It is without a. lid, and totally
devoid of hieroglyphics or any ornamental carving; the exterior
measurements are, in length 9Q inches, breadth 39, and height 41;
the interior measurements a.re in length 78 inches, breadth 26, and
height 34; on being struck it emits a very fine sound as of' a deeptoned bell. A. remarkable conclusion is arrived at by those who have
most carefully studied this subject, viz., that the cubic contents of
this coffer are the same as the cubic contents ofthe ark made by Moses
and placed in the tabernacle, in the holy of holies, and that the one
symbolised the other.
There are .no ancient inscriptions on the walls; and in the side
walls are small holes or tubes; the use of which greatly perplexed
everybody until Colonel Howard Vyse 40 years ago ascertained their
supposed use, as tubes to ventilate the King's Chamber in the most
admirable manner, one tube facilitating the entrance of cool air and
the other bya steeper angle facilitating the exit of hot air. At one
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corner' of the floor I observed a deep hole, possibly where the Caliph
EI-Mamoon had deposited his treasure.
.
But how strange to find in this vast hall, this massive chamber,
enshrined in total darlmess, and encased with such massive walls of
granite, one only thing, a large, lidless, empty sarcophagus or coffer!
And there it had been deposited, and had lain ever since, probably a
period of between 3000 and 4000 years.
But how it was got up and placed there seems a mystery no one can
unravel. Was it a sacred coffer like the ark ~ or was it a royal sarcophagus which once enshrined the mortal remains of some sacred person ~
Who can tell ~ No one lmows. There are several conjectures of
course, but who shall decide ~ What a strange chamber of darkness,
a massive stronghold, no window, no substitute for a window, the very
entrance ingeniously and powerfully concealed!
. There is a. remarkable assertion that this sarcophagus stood
originally over the end and head of the great gallery, before the entrance
to the King's Chamber, and there appear stone corbels or buttresses,
as it were, upon which it might primarily have rested. The whole is
marvellous and wonderful. But there were further discoveries yet to
be revealed. So in A.D. 1763 the British consul, Mr. Davidson, discovered another room so-called by some, but really only a hollow of
construction, over the King's Chamber. This was followed in 1839
by Colonel H. Vyse's discovery of four other chambers one above
another, and over Davidson's chamber, which he called respectively
Wellington's, Nelson's, Lady Arbuthnot's, and Campbell's Chamber.
No more hollow spaces have since been discovered, though many
explorers think the hollow portion of the pyramid is greatly out of
proportion to its solid substance. And as Casey and others imagine,
there may yet remain three other chambers to be discovered in their
respective planes or tiers, probably the fourth and fifth series.
After spending a short time in the King's Chamber I was glad to
make my exit, and to secure as well as I could a safe and quiet descent.
To do this without the Arab guides would have been simply impossible,
and long before I had reached the entrance I must have fallen and
been dashed to pieces. I felt truly thankful for their ready and
valuable assistance. It was no trifling matter to find my feet slipping
down that steep smooth incline, even when the guides were holding
me; it requ' il quite an exercise of reliance to trust them, and
frequentl
could do nothing better and nothing else than resign my
body e irely into their hands. Fortunately they were muscular,
steady, and well-practised guides, and they had mane'ged the exterior
well; so I confided in them entirely, but not without some shadow
of alarm, the more so when they urged me to pay them, in the middle
of that dark dungeon, before I came out, lest their head man (i.e., the
sheikh) should make them give it up to him if I paid outside. But,
what with lending and giving, all my silver was gone. So I brought
out a napoleon to the entire satisfaction of my guides, and between
them they managed to give the change required, assuring me all the
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while I might perfectly trust them. So I did, and we got on capitally;
meanwhile the litt1e candle, now and then throwing its fe~ble light
around, just made darkness visible, and we groped our way along.
I would suggest to travellers ,that nails in the shoes are as ba for
climbing inside the pyramids as they are good for climbing ou side,.
Strong slippers give the best foothold for the slippery parts . side.
Magnesium wire should be taken for the purpose of seeing t King's
Chamber to advantage, and each person would do well,/' 0 have a
candle to himself an~ a box of matches in his pocket. I felt
truly glad and t~ankful to reach the entrance once more in safety, and
to breathe the pure air of heaven.
(To be continued.)
~t(Jte~Hant

li3earon.

THE CHURCH ON THE TIBER.
A LECTURE DELIVERED BY THE LATE REV. S. A. WALKER, M..A.,
IN ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL, IN 1877.
(Oontinued trom page 253.)
THEN look at monasteries and nunneries as another example. God,
in His wisdom, sends men and women into this world to make themselves useful, to exercise the faculties that He has given them, to
employ the various opportunities He supplies them within this world,
to Ilis glory and the good of their fellow-men; yet the Church of
Rome says that He is pleased with their withdrawing themselves from
all those means of usefulness, and with their shutting themselves up
in convents and monasteries, with their making their Hves miserable,
and with their cutting themselves off from all the opportunities of
usefulness that He has given them. But the tal3k would be endless
to attempt to follow this Church through its various extravagances.
Those extravagances show that the system is an intoxicating one,
that it deprives men and women of their senses. But the worst part of
it is that that extravagance and that intoxication are ascribed to God,
ascribed to the Lord Jesus, although when He was in the world there
was nothing of the kind found in Him or His teaching. Look at the
calmness, the sobriety, the holy simplicity with which He passed
through the world. There was nothing extravagant in what He said
or did-He was calm, gentle, peaceable, and loving, and represented
His heavenly Father as delighting in the happiness of His creatures,
and thatHe had come into the world to sacrifice Himself, rather than
that those who deserved to be punished should undergo the penalty
which their sins had incurred. The Lord Jesus took upon Himself to
relieve His people from those sorrows and sufferings which the justice
of God had pronounced against them, but which the lovingkindness
of their Friend and Saviour had provided a remedy for, That is the
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religion of Jesus, The religion of Jesus does not teach W! that God
delights in the sorrows of ij:is people; it teaches us· that rather than
His people should suffer He sacrificed His Son, and. that He delights
in seeing them relieved from all condemnation, and brought into a
state. of peace and acceptance with Himself.
•
Well, dear friends; we proceed ~rther to observe that Johnsaw this
woman "sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy" (v. 3). There never was such a blasphemous system as the
Romish system. The individual' who represents that system is the
very embod,iment of blasphemy. There is not a name which' is
ascribed to God that has not been ascribed to the pope at some time
or other; there is no power that God possesses, no prerogative that
belongs to the Deity, that the pope has not blasphemously assumed.
He has been called" Our Lord God the Pope"; he has been called
" Another God upon earth"; it has been said of him that " What
God does he could do" ; 'nay, so far has the blasphemous extravagance
gone, that it has been said of him that he could do something that
God could not do ;he is supposed to have the keys of heaven a,nd
hell, that he can admit men to heaven laden it matters not with what
profligacy,. what vileness, what depravity, no matter how filthy'or
vile they are, if they can only pay a sufficient price for the elevation
with which the pope says he can accommodate them; he has the
keys of hell, and it matters not. how parties die if they have money
enough to, pay for the indulgences which his treasury can supplyalthough they are condemned to thousands and hundreds of thousands
of years' detention in a place called purgatory,-to purify away their
sins, n.ot actually in the fires of hell, but in fires that burn quite as
fiercely as hell fires-those thousands of years may be diminished.
If the money is paid by the individual before·his death, well and good;
if not, it can be paid by his relatives or friends. Therefore, contrary to
all that is said in God's Wo~d, it is not the poor that enjoy the advantage of Christ's coming, or the blessings He conferred, it is the rich.
The poor have no chance of escaping those terrible sufferings which
the. Church of. Rome has invented to terrify its dupes and victims
with-it is the rich that have the power of escape, because they have
the purse. Here we have another of the extravagances and blasphemies
of this Ch~ch_
But everyone of the dogmas of the Church of Rome involves a
blasphemy. Is it not blasphemous to attempt to offer to God a
s,acrifice for sin and sinners, when we are told that the Lord Jesus
" by one offering hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified"
tell God that that is not sufficient which He has
(Heb. x. 14) ~
aeclared is,
set at naught the sufferings of His Son, to undervalue
the terribl penalties that Jesus endured for a sinful people, to say
these mus be supplemented by the performances of poor wretched
worms of t ,.e earth like us ~ That is one of the blasphemies that men
commit against God. And I regret to say that blasphemy has been
introduced, into our Church. There are men in the Church of England
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who assume the power, 01; tell their dupes that they have the powe ,
to supplement the work of the Lord Jesus, and to offer those sacrifu7es
on which the spiritual interests of not only livi~g but dead y~~~~
depend, whereas we are told that the one sacrifice of Jesus 1S allsufficient i that you, and all who believe in ·the blessed Redeemer,
can look up and claim at God's hands an interest in that all-sufficient
offering by which God's people are relieved from condemnation, and
God's justice is perfectly satisfied. The whole system is one of
blasphemy; .that is, it is one of dishonour to. God; it has set aside the
Lord Jesus Christ, placed a man on, His throne; and then it tells us
that the man of their choice is Christ's successor, and would have us to
believe that their wretched sham and counterfeit has the same dominion
in the world that Jesus had, that this miserable man has power over
his fellow-men in time and in eternity, that he can interfere with our
everlasting condition, that he can exercise certain powers by which
that condition is decided, that it entirely depends upon him whether
we are to be eternally happy or eternally miserable.
Be assured of it, my friends, that the whole system is a system of
fraud, a system of imposture, a system of blasphemy. Look at it as
you please; not examining this particular dogma, or .that particular
practice, but taking into account the whole scheme, the whole superstructure of rottenness and corruption, and examine it as you please,
and you find in it a simple attempt to supersede God's revelation,
declaring that God's Word is not what it is represented-that it is
not God's Word at all. Therefore, God's statement concerning the
way of salvation must be rejected, and a series of performances by
men, more or less absurd, extravagant, profane, insulting to God,
must be provided, by which men's salvation is to be accomplished,
because the work of the Lord Jesus, which is declared in God's Word
to be all-sufficient, is not what the Bible says it is, and therefore it is
not to be depended upon.
Thenfollow these words," I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured
beast,.full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns."
In the thirteenth chapter we read, " And I stood upon the sand of
the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven. heads
and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the
na.me of blasphemy." Those seven heads and ten horns are explained
in this chapter. "The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the
woman sitteth." Rome for hundreds of years has been called the
seven-hilled city; and besides that there were seven forms of government, five were fallen, one was, and the other, in John's time, had
not yet c()me. By the beast on which the woman sat is represented
the imperial system-the government of the emperors' that existed
when this papal imposture arose. Rome is represented as sitting
upon a scarlet coloured beast. Anyone sitting on a horse, you know,
rules that horse, and moves it as he pleases, for the animal is at his
disposal. ~o it was with the emperors of Rome when the papal power
rose to supremacy. Th~ir very imperial dignity, their whole',earthly
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sovereignty, was under the dominion, li.nd was, it may be said,
e
hands of the Bishop of Rome.. It is remarkable that the beast re
is called a scarlet coloured beast. One can not account for the fact
that men, with eyes to see and minds to perceive, had not come~o the
conclusion that this means that there was something propheFcally
significant in the colour chosen at Rome by the authorities pf the
papacy, to represent their system, and to be worn by all persons in
immediate connection with it. When I was in Rome I saw how
literally all this was fulfilled. When the pope goes abroad he is decked
with scarlet in his dress, the tra.ppings of his horses, and the furniture
of his coach. The cardinals also, who come next to him in dignity,
have everything about them in scarlet-acarlet hats, scarlet stockings,
scarlet liveries, the trappings of their horses, and the linings of their
carriages, all are scarlet-in fact everything about them is scarlet.
It is a very remarkable fact that we have this prophetic woman sitting
upon a scarlet coloured beast, and she herself "arrayed in purple
and scarlet colour," and that that colour is adopted by Rome as her
peculiar mark, just as if she could not avoid it, as if God ordered it,
and constrained her to adopt the colour-the distinctive colour of the
royal and sacerdotal' supremacy to which she aspires. The scarlet
colour of the beast on which she sits represents, of course, the royal
dignities which she overrules, the beast symbolizing the rulers of the
earth whose power and authority she overrides. So, as you go through
Rome,you know at once the ecclesiastics who occupy posts of dignity
by the colour of their trappings and liveries.
The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet. The purple indicates
imperial or royal sovereignty, and the scarlet ecclesiastical dignity.
It is worthy of observation that you have those two colours here
meeting in the dress of this woman, because the pope of Rome unites
in his· own person both the political and ecclesiastical powers-he is
a sovereign as well as a supreme pontiff; he is, or was, an earthly
sovereign, and therefore he wears the purple as representing that fact;
he is also a high priest, and therefore he wears the scarlet. See how
necessary it is in reading Scripture to k~ow these things. There are·
many .expressions and allusions we may pass over without much
attention, unless we know all the circumstances of the case referred
to; but, when we do come to know, then we marvel at the accuracy
with which the Word of God was written. How is the infidel to
account for this ~ All this was written, it is very easily known, before
Romanism arose, before such a thing as the Church of Rome existed,
before these colours were assumed, before there was any sovereignty
of the pope, before, in fact, there was a pope. This book was written
in the reign of Domitian, one of the emperors of Rome; and those
emperors, as long as they continued to reign at Rome, kept the Romish
system in abeyance, although at. the time of the Apostle Paul the
ystery of iniquity" did" already work" (2 Thess. ii. 7). Yet it
could not come into full exercise so long as the emperor presided at
Rome, for in the Second Epistle to the Thessalonians we read, " Until
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he be taken out of the way, and then shall that Wicked be revealed"
(2 Thess. ii. 7, 8). So long, therefore, as the imperial power occupied
. the post of dignity. at Rome, BO long was the papal power unable to
arise. But the imperial power was transferred to Constantinople,
and as soon a.8 that was done ·Rome had nothing to· oppose to the
uprising of the papal power, which immediately appeared, and in
time assumed all the dignity and importance of the double dominion,
the political and the ecclesiastical, which are represented here by
purple and scarlet, and being decked with pearls.
Ah! how different was all this from the appearance of Jesus Christ
in the world. Here the Apostle saw a corrupt degraded woman,
decked in scarlet and gold and precious stones, in everything that
represented rank and wealth, grandeur and greatness, everything
calculated to attract the natural eye of man, everything to signify
the wealth and the grandeur of this world; but look at Jesus--,nothing
of .the kind in Him, nothing to attract the natural taste, nothing to
indicate wealth, or dignity, or rank; nothing to commend Him to
the· carnal and depraved mind of men. He was "despised and
rejected." He was "a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief"
(Isa. liii. 3). When the eye saw Him there was no beauty in Him
that men should desire Him (Isa. liii. 2); and so men turned away
from Him, scorned and rejected Him, because He did not present to
them this appearance of greatness and. dignity which men expect in
those who seek to exercise influence over them. And so it is now.
Jesus does not satisfy carnally minded people now. If they are
satisfied with a Christ at all, it must be a Christ adorned after their
own taste; they must drape Him; they must adorn Him, hang around
Him ensigns of dignity; they must lade Him with· the vile dust, the
gold, and the silver, and the gems of this world; and then they present
Him before their own eyes and those of their fellow-men, and demand
for Him admiration and submission-not for the Saviour, not for
Jesus, not for Him Who came to suffer and to die, not for the Holy
One of God, not for Him Who is " the brightness of the Father's glory,
and the express image of His person" (Heb. i. 3). No! The admiration of man is for the ornaments, it is for the drapery, it is for the
external splendour, the glittering attractions with which he has decked
the Saviour. He Himself is concealed, and nothing meets the eye
but that which men have substituted for the holy simplicity, beauty,
and perfection of the Son of God; because such spiritual endowments
are p.ot agreeable to them, but that which is agreeable must be of the
earth earthy. So we have this ostentatious, this sensuous sort of
religion, which we call Popery, and its counterfeit Ritualism; we
have. the music, and painting, and sculpture, and architecture, and
gorgeous vestments, and gay colours, crosses, lights, and candles,
.ap.d all that kind of thing. People who care not for Christ now see
these things in our churches; they attract and captivate their natural
senses, and they say, "Oh! how beautiful."
(To be continued.)
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THE SWEETNESS OF GRACIOUS CONTRITION.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. ORMISTON,-Having occasion this evening to open the box
in which are treasured the fragrant remains of my dear mother's pen;
I have found the record of an experience which is so sweet that I feel
the manuscript must be copied, in the hope that it will be the means
of communicating its sweetness .to others who are now treading the
old beaten pathway of tribulation. What a Divine reality there is in
such an experience! How sacred, how solemn, how blessed, is real
heart-religion! While filial affection prompts me to copy this page
from my mother's private record, 1 am persuaded that many readers
will be able to set their seal to testimony so precious, and will unite
with me in breathing the desire that Divine chastening may in the
" afterward" yield fruit so abundant and so peaceable.
Believe me, faithfully yours,
January 26th,1914.
WILLIAM WILEMAN.
[EXTRACT.]
" 1856;-During this year I felt ready to sink into the grave through
excessive weakness. I thought it was impossible for me to live long;
and I began to question the wisdom of God. I did not want to leave
my little children, nor did I feel ready to die.
" One afternoon in the month of May a great conflict was going on
in my soul. 1 was too uneasy to do anything; and though my feet
felt scarcely able to sustain my body, I paced up and down the house,
and mournfully pleaded with the Lord in this way: 'Lord, is Thy
mercy clean gone for ever 1 Hast Thou forgotten to be gracious '1
Hast Thou in anger shut up Thy tender mercies 1 Doth Thy promise
fail for evermore 1 Lord, do show me wherefore Thou contendest with
me.' Like Hezekiah, I wept sore.
" While thus employed, a number of Scriptures passed before tke
eye of my mind, respecting the end of the Lord's chastening; particularly Hebrews xii. 3-12. The words' My son' fell upon my soul so
tenderly as to stop all repining, and melted me down instantly into
contrition and self-abasement. It was as though He said, My child,
I do not like to do it, but it is because I love you. I exclaimed, ' Lord;
it is all right. Every stroke is needed; I see it is. I was, and am, as
a beast before Thee! I sank down into a child's chair, and wept it out
before the Lord. I told Him that, instead of dealing hardly with me,
I could see and feel that it was of His mercies that I was not consumed.
" I felt so humbled and yet so favoured that it was as though I was
pouring out. my woes upon the bosom of a kind and loving Father.
'I entreated Him to let me recover my spiritual strength before I died.
and prolong my life for the sake of my children; and, whatever
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He denied me, never to let me be the means of bringing into the world,
or training up, one of His enemies. I begged Him to support and
sustain me, to give me strength and patience for all His gracious will
concerning me. Oh, how· we opened our hearts to each other!
Numbers of promises, like clusters of stars, shone out brightly. 'I will
never leave thee, nor forsake thee.'-'---' The Lord is with thee.'-' For
the oppression of the poor, for the sighing of the needy, now will I
311.Se ' ;-and others too numerous to mention now.
" What a perfect understanding there was between me and the Lord !
How perfectly passive in. His· hands I was, desiring. to be led and
moulded only by Himself; saying, ' Let me now fall into the hands
of the Lord, for very great are His mercies.' The sweet spirit of
adoption breathed out these lines:" , Father I whate'er of earthly bliss
Thy sovereign will denies,
Accepted at Thy throne of grace,
Let this petition rise :, Give me a calm, a thankful heart,
From every murmur free;
The blessings of 'l'hy grace impart,
And make me live to Thee.
.
, Let the sweet hope, that Thou art mine,
My life and death attend;
'!'hy presence through my journey shine,
And crown my journey's end l'
" Thus the Covenant was renewed at Bethel. It was indeed a time
to pe remembered. Hezekiah's account of his sickness and recovery
was particularly sweet to me ; and I felt a measure of appropriation
in what the I~ord said to him: 'I have heard thy prayer, I have seen
thy tears; and will add unto thy days.' And I felt and said, •0 Lord,
by these things men live; and in all these things is the life of my spirit;
so wilt Thou recover me and make me to live.'
" From this time my health and natural spirits returned. My soul
was refreshed and comforted; and I passed the summer months in a
calm and thankful spirit.
" On December 2nd my fifth son was born. About the third day
after, a sweet sense of the Lord's love and mercy filled my soul, .80 that
I sat up in bed to ' weep to the praise of the mercy I found.' The
songs of Hannah and Mary, and the 103rd Psalm, werevery sweet and
appropriate."
THE GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the EdttOf of the GosPEr" MAGAZINE.
DEAR SIR,-Many letters of gratitude continue to come to hand
relative to our work of distributing the Gospel, and· I hope the three
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following will cheer our friends who aid us in our efforts to publish
the Gospel of the Grace of God amongst our soldiers and sailors. From
a Missionary to sailors and fishermen: "I am very grateful for your
kind and useful paIcelof literature for distribution amongst the sailors
and fishermen. It is very kind of you to think of our need. We
require such a lot of reading for our port, and I am glad at any time
to receive a parcel." From a Chaplain :" I beg to thank you most
warmly for the two parcels of Scriptural literature which you have so
kindly sent. We are always thankful for your parcels. Praying that
the Master's richest blessing may attend your efforts to scatter the
seed of truth." From a Missionary: "Thank you very much for
the parcel of books which you have sent us. They are always valuable to us in our work, especially in our open-air meetings. We can
always do with almost any quantity for aggr~ssive work, and value
such gifts very highly."
Fresh help is earnestly sought to enable us to continue our muchneeded labours. A special effort is being made to collect bound
volumes, and it is hoped that many friends will kindly spare one or
two volumes for our work to soldiers, sailors, fishermen, boatmen, etc.
Yours sincerely,
6, STIRI,ING ROAD,
R. E. BRIDER.
BATH ROAD, BRISTOL,
April, 1914.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY.
VISITATION, sympathy, attention, which all could bestow, not healing
or release, are commended by our blessed Lord as leading features of
ministration to Him, in the persons of His afflicted people, with. the
very least of whom our great Head identifies Himself SO entirely in
the words" Unto Me." These three essentials the Aged Pilgrims'
Friend Society exercises in carrying out its work; hence it is differentiated from mere pension provision and becomes a service ofChristian
love. As far as possible the pensions are paid by the Committee,
:Lady Visitors, and other friends, to the recipients in their own homes,
this ministry extending over the kingdom. Counsel, sympathy, and
help are given to hundreds of poor and aged members of the Lord's
family, who are thus saved from indigence and the dread.of the wolf
entering in at the door, making havoc of those cherished possessions
which preserve the continuity of life and create an atmosphere and
environment peculiar to a real home.
Old age is the time of farewell and welcome, giving up arid getting.
Of aged pilgrims it is true, " Though our outward man perish, yet the
inward man is renewed day by day." How sweet in the last extreme
of weakness and old age to repeat the words Dr. Steane, an old and
valued friend of the Society, used shortly before he breathed his last:
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" In age and feebleness extreme
Who can my sinful soul redeem?
Jesus, my only hope Thou art,
Strength of my failing, fleshly heart;
Le~ me enjoy one smile from Thee,
Then drop into eternity."

One hundred and seven years have passed since the commencement
of the Society. Its foundation principles are defined in that portion
of the Trust Deed which is prefixed to the published reports. The
fundamental truths of the Word of God are therein plainly expressed
without denominational bias; these were dear to the fathers and
founders of the Society, and they are not less so to those upon whom
the work now devolves and who realize that faithfulness to them is
essential to the welfare of the Institution. In sympathy with its
basis, and attracted by its work, four generations have, by it, ministered
to the Lord's aged poor for the Lord's sake. Among them have been
William Wilberforce and the seventh Earl of Shaftesbury, Dr. Doudney,
Dr. Hewlett, J. C. Philpot, and Joseph Irons, and many Christian
women, such as Lady Lucy Smith, have rendered gracious service.
May the Society coi).tinue a centre of union, Protestant, Scriptural,
and distinctive, to which, in these days of disintegration, the faithful
in the land may gather, rejoicing that above every problem and
perplexity, above every sorrow and heart-ache, rings out the triumphant
assurance-" The Lord cometh."
The Old Age Pensions Act has but slightly modified the wQrk.
The majority of our 'pensioners of 70 years of age and upwards are
in receipt of the full Old Age Pension; this shows that their income,
even with' our pensions, does not disqualify. One-fourth of our
recipients are not old enough for State aid, and nearly all upon our
booka have to pay weekly sums forspeeial help,owing to their infirmities.
~afjfjing

iEbents.

A MONTHLY RECORD.
SINCE our last issue our nation has been passing through a great crisis'
in. connection with the Ulster problem. The movement of troops
in Ireland led to the threatened resignation of a large number of
officers stationed in Ireland. Ultimately Colonel Seel}', the Minister
for War, resigned, and his resignation was followed by the resignations
of Sir John French, Inspector-General of the Forces, and Sir J. S.
Ewart, Adjutant-General. Mr. Asquith has undertaken the duties of
Secretary of State for War, in addition to the duties.of Prime Minister.
There is now·a loud call for prayer that a settlement by consent may
be arrived at if civil war is to be averted.
The following resolution in relation to Mass Vestments was recently
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passed by the Council of the Church Association: "That the action
in Convocation of the Bishops of the Province of Canterbury in formally
sanctioning the introduction of mass vestments, which have been the
distinctive badge of a sacrificing priest at the' Sacrifice of the Mass'
for well nigh a thousand years, and whichhave twice over been judicially
condemned by the King in Council on appeal from the inferior courts,
is either a desertion of their plain duty or a deliberate connivance at
the defiance by the priest party of the laws of this Church and Realm,
and is also a proclamation of concerted action on the part of a majorit,y
of the Bishops to . foster and protect henceforth by their veto the
'stealthy introduction of the doctrines and ritual of the Chl;lrch of
Rome. That the subjecting of parishioners to the absolute caprice
of individual incumb,ents is an' intolerable tyranny, and that every
effort should be made on the part of the Evangelical and Protestant
community to bring such 'influence to bear as shall secure the rejection
of the arbitrary resolution recently passed by the Upper House of the
Convoc,ation ofthe Province of Canterbury, and that all loyal Churchmen should refuse to be present 'at or to take part in the services of
any church where 'mass vestments are worn; and that no effort be
spared by the agenCies of this Association to educate the people of
England as to the, danger of these proposals."
The Annual Report of the Circus Church, Portsmouth, has come to
hand. We rejoice to know that the Rev. A. J. Day is carrying on
the work on the same Protestant, Evangelical and Spiritual lines as
the late highly-esteemed Rev. J. C. Marthl. The support given to
such societies as the Spanish and Portuguese Missions, the Irish Church
Missions, the South American Missionary Society, and the Waldensian
Church Missions indicates that there is considerable zeal for the cause
of God, in Roman Catholic countries: The congregation contribute
liberally to the poor and to the work of the church. We should like,
however, to see the stipend o'f the minister advanced from £210 to
£300.

We learn that the Rev. J. J. Beddow; who resigned the living of
Drypool a short time ago, is leaving the parish at the end of April,
and that he sails (D.V.) for South Africa a few days after. For two
or three months Mr. Beddow will undertake service with an unattached
church in J oh~nneshurg.
'
In a recent serinon on Confession, the Bishop of Liverpool said:
'.'TheReformation secured for every man, woman, and child direct
access to God through our Lord JesusOhrist without the intervention
or mediation of any human priest or virgin or saint. Come to the
Lord Jesus Christ as truly God and yet as truly Man, as the sinless,
sympathetic, ever-present and ever-accessible Priest to Whom you
can tell your guilt and sorrow, and receive from Him the forgiveness
of sin."
'

