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DIVINE PURPOSE AND DIVINE GRACE.
" Who is a God like unto Thee? "-MICAH vii. 18.

THE two great characteristics presenting themselves in GOD'S Word
when we consider the history of His dealings with His ancient
people ISRAEL, are Divine purpose and Divine grace. We see
ISRAEL first chosen in ABRAHAM-" I called ABRAHAM alone" ;
and the whole family, it may be said, were in the loins of ABRAHAM
when GOD separated him. Then we trace out the subsequent
purpose of Divine wisdom in dealing with ABRAHAM and his
posterity. We see how, chosen in ABRAHAM unto this glorious
position, that people were yet suffered by GOD to fall under thc
iron bondage of PHARAOH, King of EGYPT, and spend centuries of
their existence in that strange land. But His purpose \V'as to
glorify "the riches of His grace," therefore, though He hid His
face from them for a time, He yet presently redeems His captives,He leads them into the midst of the RED SEA,-they Pass through
in His strength and because of His purpose of mercy; and they
unite in singing glory to His Name when they reach the solid shore.
Then why not at once put them in possession of CANAAN ~ Why
not forthwith grant them the promised inheritance ~ We have no
need, dear fellow-believers, to speculate about the Divine purpose,
because we come to the knowledge of this by referring to the eight.h
chapter of Deuteronomy, where it is said: "Thou shalt remember
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all the way which the LORD thy GOD led thee these forty-years ill
the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what
was in thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep His commandments, or no." Here is the Divine purpose-to manifest to GOD'S
own people the depths of the depravity and sin dwelling in them
by nature as children of ADAM. And from day to day GOD is
teaching us, by the ministry of His Word, that there are chambers
of wickedness yet to be opened unto us, ill order to make the
precious blood of J,ESUS more precious still, and to magnify ill our
estimation the riches of that Divine grace which has saved us from
ruin, and ensured unto us an everlasting inheritance of glory. It
is not that the LORD needs demonstrations of the iniquity of thc
human heart-" He knows what is in man"; but it is that we
may know; to prove unto us what is in our hearts, to show us
our utter incompetency ; so that we may indeed feel that" by the
deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in His sight"
(Rom. iii.20). We must be saved from first to last by GOD'S free,
sovereign, Covenant grace, in order that tne glory may be Wholly
His.
" And He humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger." GOD
had a purpose in thus testing His people, and He has a purpose
now in the temptations which His Covenant has ordered for His
own dear children. Oh! do not think it " strange concerning the
fiery trial which is to try you"; the trial of your faith is so
" precious," that GOD 'will not forget these'tests, and, consequently,
He early afllicts the righteous. "Many are the afflictions of ~hc
righteous," but blessed be GOD' we can finish the text in our own
experience, and, say, "But the LORD delivereth him out of them
an." If we walk through " the furnace of fire," there is some one
with us whose form is that of the SON OF GOD. "In all their
afHictions He was afHicted," and the ANGEL OF Hrs PRESENCE was
with them. In His love He bore them, and carried them. all the
days of old. Oh! do not think that amidst all their sin, rebellion,
ingratitude, and unbelief, the people of ISRAEL were ever once out
of the arms that could bear them, and keep them up. He guided
them through the RED SEA in the darkness of that eventful night;
and so will it he with His dear children now. Many are their
temptations, many their distresses, many the tests to which their
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faith- is put, in order to prove that it is imperishable, and to vindicate the all-sufficiency of Divine power to preserve them in the
midst of the fiery furnace, though it may be heated " seven times
more than it is wont to be heated." The LORD will accomplish.
His work, and prove to His people, by way of experience, that
His everlasting arms are beneath them; that He loved them
in their sins (blessed truth !): "But GOD, Who is rich in mercy,
for His great love wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead
in sins, hath quickened us together with CHRIST" (Eph. n. 4, 5).
It is not often, dear fellow-believers, that the great GOD uses the
expression " great," but here and there we find a blessed instance
in which He does employ the word. He employs it in this passage
when He spcaks of His love. What love inust that be which the
grea.t GOD Himself calls" great"! We may think it great when
we remember the depths of misery from which we have been rescued
by the blood of JESUS, and the operation of GOD the HOLY GHOST;
but GOD Himself-the GREAT ONE, the ALMIGHTY ONE~eclarcs
that the love wherewith He loves His people before He touches
their hearts by the SPIRIT of His grace, showing them their need of
JESUS and pointing out His precious fulness, is "My own," "My
grca t," " My eterna I love." He loved His people with this love,
this "great love," when "dead in trespasses and sins "-His
quenchless lInd unchangeable love, that endures to t.he cnd.
In the Acts of the Apostles the HOLY GHOST says, coiIc'erning
GOD'S thoughts, lInd affections, and bearing towards His people
in the wildeTlless, "About the time of forty years suffered He
their manners in the wilderness." Oh! how tender, compassionate, and faithful is that GOD Who can bear with our" manners"
in this wilderness world! Surely one of the most glorious depths
of Divine grace is opened here in the fact that the LORD bears
with His people as He does, especially when we think of the
obligations under which we stand to Him, and which, in a measurc,
,re realize by the teaching of the HOLY GHOST. Oh! how by our
thoughts and deeds we dishonour our gracious GOD, the CAPTAIN
OF OUR SALVATION, Who leads, feeds, and sustains us, and Who
has pledged Himself that He will do this thing for us even to the
very end, until at last we enter into our rest, and take up our
eternal habitation in our FATHER'S House.
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Oh, dear brothers and sisters in CHRIST the RISEN ONE, may
GOD heighten our view and intensify our realization of the tender·
ness and compassion, and the exceeding pitifulness which Hc
entertains towards us. "He remembereth that we are dust" ;
that is the secret of the whole matter,-He remembers the weakness, the frailties of His children. Oh! that we might therefore
simply rely on this love, grace, and mercy, according to His
unchanging Covenant purpose.
" Not what I am, 0 LORD, but what Thou art!
That, that alone can be my soul's true rest;
Thy love, not mine, bids fear and doubt depart,
And stills the tempest of my tossing breast.

"It is Thy perfect love that casts out fear;
I know the voice that speaks the 'It is I ' ;
And in those well·known words of heavenly cheer
I hear the joy that bids each sorrow fly.
"Thy Name is Love! I hear it from yon cross;
Thy Name is Love! I read it in yon tomb;
All meaner love is perishable dross,
But this shall light me through Time's thickest gloOln.

" It blesses now, and shall for ever bless;
It saves me now, and shall for ever save;
It holds me up in days of helplessness;
It bears me safely o'er cach swelling wave.
"

~iore

of Thyself, oh, show me hour by hour,
More of Thy glory, 0 my GOD and LORD:
More of Thyself in all Thy grace and power,
More of Thy love and trnth. INCARNATE WOIl[)

CLIFTON, BRISTOL.

."

THE EDITOR.

GOD'S promises are a defence against man's threatenings. The promises of the Gospel are sealed to us by the word of the Father, the
blood of the Son, and the witness of the Spirit.-Mason.
ENCOURAGE your souls unto waiting upon God. Do new fears arise '1
Do old disconsolations continue 1 Say uuto your souls-" Yet wait
on God; why are you cast down, 0 our souls, and why are you disquieted within us 1 Hope in God, for we shall yet praise Him, Who is
the health of our countenance and our God," as the Psalmist does in
like case (Psa. xlviii. 5). So he speaks elsewhere-" Wait on God, and
be of good courage." This is the only way for success, and it will
assuredly be prevalent.-John Owe", D.D.

The Gospel Magazine

245

CHRIST, THE RULER OF THE CHURCH.
" The Kingdom of His dea.r Son."-CoL. i. 13.

ALL authority in heaven and in earth has been given to Christ.
" The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into His
hand" (John iii. 35). He hath set Him at His own right hand" far
above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and
every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that
which is to come: and gave Him to be the Head over all things to
the Church, which is His body, the fulness of Him That filleth all
in all" (Ephes. i. 20-23). Thus our risen and glorified Lord is
Ruler of the whole universe. Angels, authorities, and powers are
subject to Him, and He worketh all things after the counsel of His
own will. All earthly potentates are under His sovereign control,
for He is " the Prince of the kings of the earth." But His Kingship
bears a special relationship to the Church. That is the point wc
.desire to emphasize. To do this I propose first to ask what is
meant by the Church over which He rules; secondly, to consider
His rulership over the Church; and, lastly, to draw attention
to the comfort which God's people may derive from this great
truth.
First, let us consider what 1$ meant by the ChU1'Ch of which
Christ is the Ruler.
The word" Church" is used in so many senses that it is important
to go back to Scripture in order to get a full and complete answer
to this question. In the New Testament the word for Church
mea·ns a called-out people. It is used of the people of God. Sometimes it is used of a few believers gathered together in a house.
" Salute the brethren which are in Laodicea, and Nymphas, and
the Church which is in his house" (Col. iv. 15). A small number of
God's children gathered together in a house are a miniature Church.
There may not be amongst them a bishop, a presbyter, or a deacon,
but if they are gathered in Christ's Name He is in their midst, and
they are described as a Church. Sometimes the word" Church" is
lIsed of a larger number of believers in a town. 'rhus we read of

•

246

The Gospel Magazine

" the seven Churches which are in Asia." There were the Churches
in Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatim, Sardis, Philadelphia,
and Laodicea. Sometimes, however, the word Church is used of
the whole company of God's elect peoplc, past, present, and to
comc.
This is the meaning in such passages as "the Church of God,
which He hath purchased with His own blood"; "Christ lovcd
the Church, and gave Himself for it " ; "He is the Hcad of the
body, the Church" (Acts xx. 28; Ephes. v. 25; Col. i. 18). All
thc members of this Church are enrolled in heaven (Heb. xii. 23).
They have been chosen in Christ before the foundation of the
world. They have been purchascd and redeemed by His precious
blood. They arc all predestincd to be washed, sanctified, and justified in the Name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.
They are to be called out from the world by the effectual call and
regenerating power of God the Holy Ghost. They experience thc
cleansing power of the precious blood of the Lamb. They walk in
the narrow path. They are ind'Telt by thc Spirit. They are
wholly distinct and separate from the world. They love and fear
the Lord. They reverence His Name and His day. They love His
Word. They seek to frame and fashion their lives according to its
Divine precepts, and they are looking forward to the coming of
their Lord to receive and welcome them into His everlasting
Kingdom. It is of this Church that the poet Cowper sang when he
said :"Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood
Shall never lose its power,
Till all the ransomed Chmch of God
Be saved to sin no more."
The members of this Church are not confined to anyone denomination of Christians. They are found in many denominations, and in
all parts of the world, but they all have the same marks, and
together they form that one holy Church outside of which there is
no salvation. No visible chmch or denomination may Scripturally
say tJiat none can be saved unless they belong to that particular
company of professing' Christians, but unless we belong to the
Church of God, and are numbered amongst His called-out, regenerated; sanctified, and· justified people, We cannot be saved. The late
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Bishop J. C. Ryle well says of the one true Church, that" It is composcd of all believers in the Lord Jesus. It is made up of all God's
elect,-of all convcrted men and women,-of all true Christians.
In whomsoever we can discern the election of God the Father, the
sprinkling of the blood of God the Son, the sanctifying work ot
God the Spi11t, in that person we see a member of Christ's true
Church. . . . It is a Church which is dependent upon no ministers
upou earth, however much it values those who preach the Gospel
to its members. The life of its members does not hang on Church
membership and baptism and the Lord's Supper, although they
highly value these things, when they are to be had. But it has
only one Great Head,-one Shepherd,-one chief Bishop,-and
that· is Jesus Christ. He alone, by His Spirit, admits the members
of this Church, though ministers may show the door. Till He
opens the door, no man on earth can open it,-neither bishops, nor
presbyters, nor convocations, nor synods. Once let a man repent
and believe the Gospel, and that moment he becomcs a member of
this Church. Like the penitent thief, he may have no opportunity
of being baptized. But he has that which is far better than any
water-baptism,-the baptism of the Spirit. He may not be able
to receive the bread and wine in the Lord's Supper,-but he eats
Christ's body and drinks Christ's'blood by faith every day he lives,
and no minister on earth can prevent him. He may be excommunicated by ordained mlm, and cut off from the outward ordinances of the professing Church,-'-but all the ordained men in the
world can not shut him out of the true Church" (" Knots Untied,"
pp. 257-259).
Archbishop Usher says, "What is meant in the Creed by the
Catholic Church? That Whole universal company of the elect,
that ever were, are, or shall be gathered together in one body, knit
togcther iu oue faith,' uuder one Head, Jesus Christ." He wrote
thus in 1650. 'l'he martyred Bishop Ridley says, "That Church
which is Christ's body, and ohvhich Clirist is the Head; standeth
only of living- stones, and true Christians, not only outwardly in
name a,nd titlc, but inwardly in heart· and in truth." How important, dear reader, that we should make no mistake on this vital
point. A man may be a Churchman, a Baptist, a Presbyterian,
or a Wesleyan, and yet not belong to the Church of the living God.
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Secondly, let us consider Ohrist's j'ulej'ship ovej' this Oktl1'ch.·
His rulership may be viewed under various aspects.
1. He is the Ruler of the Church as the head is 0/ the body. The
Church is likened to a human body, and of this body Christ is the
Head. "He is the :Head of the body, the Church" (Col. i. 18).
This figure indicates that the Church is in li ving, vital union with
Christ. It depends on Him for its life. A body ceases to live if
severed £Com.its head. Apart from Chri~.t there is no life. The
head of a body is the director and controller .of its movements and
energies,: The feet, the hands, the tongue are all under its·control,
.and the various members never dream of r.ebelling against the
directions and control of the head. So Christ is the supreme Head
of the Church. He clailll8 to direct and: ~ontrol all the energies
and movements .of His blood-bought people.. It is their function
cheerfully, readily,. and. meekly to acquiesce in all His plans,
directions, and arr!\ngements.
2. He is the Ruler of the Church as the Bridegroom j'ules over the
bride.

He is the great Bridegroom of the Church. "He that hath the
.bride is the bridegroom" (John iii. 29). The marriage relationship
is intended to set forth the close, intimate, and mystical union
which exists between Christ and His Church. The husband loves,
chooses, nourishes, and cares for his wife. Christ has loved, chosen,
redeemed, and is continually cherishing His Church. The husband
is the head of the wife, and Christ is the Head. of the Bride, the
Church. The wife is to be subject to, and to reverence her husbaIld,
and the Church is to be subject unto Christ. He is the supreme
Master in His own house" 'Whose house are we " (see Ephes. v. 24,
33; Heb. iii. 6).
There is no harshness in His headship. "No man ever yet hated
his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord
the Church" (Eph. v. 29). HolV intimate, how close, how tender
is the union between Christ and His people! How gracious and
condescending that He should press His people to His heart and
unite them to Himself in the closest of bonds !
3. He is the Ruler of the Church as the shepherd j'ules ovej' the
sheep.

The Church is likened to a flock. of which Christ is the Shepherd.
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" Other sheep I have, which are not of thi~ fold: them also I must
bring, and they shall hear My voice; and they shall become one
flock, one Shepherd" (John x. 16, R.v.). The sheep do not rule
the shepherd, but the shepherd the sheep. Christ, as the good
She.pherd, is the Leader of His people. His sheep hear His voice,
f1nd He knows them and they follow Him (John x. 27). If they
wander from Him and disobey His voice, suffering ensues, but He
never abandons them.
4. He is the Ruler of the Church as a master is ntler o/ltis slaves.
The members of the Church are His servants (literally bondslaves), and He is their Lord and Master. (See Greek for" servants" in Rev. i. 1). .He is "Jesus Christ our lord." He is the
Possessor, the Owner of His people. He has bought them with His
precious blood. Hence they are not their own. They are His
property. He is, however, no harsh Master. Infinite love for the
present and eternal well-being of those whom the Father had given
Him led Him to purchase them with the price of His precious
blood. He bought them that they might become His freemenfree to serve, to obey, to live for Him. His service is perfect
freedom.
5. He is the Ruler of the Church as a commandm' is the ntleT 0/
an (trmy.
His people are soldiers in His service. They are to please Him
Who hath enrolled them to be His soldiers. Disentangled from
thc affairs of this life, they all serve and obey Him as their great
Captain. Concerning Him the Father says, " Behold, I have given
Him for a witness to the people, a Leader and Oommander to thc
people" (Isaiah Iv. 4).
6. He is the Ruler of the Church as (t king is 'rUler over his
subjects.
The Lord's people are a Kingdom. God" hath delivered them
from the power of darkness, and hath translated them into the.
Kingdom of His dear Son" (Col. i. 13). Christ, then, is their King.
As subjects are to honour the king and to be obedient unto his laws,
so Christ's subjects are to observe all things whatsoever He hath
commanded them. He is their Lord, their Master, their King, and
all who are ill His' Kingdom must be loyal to Him and own His
supremacy.
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'fhirdJy, let us consider the comfort which this great truth gives.
1. If He is the Head of the body a,ll His members may expect Jl.is
sympathy.
The Head is tenderly concerned about the well.being of all the
members of His mystical body. "Whether one member suffer,
all the members suffer with it" (1 Cor. xii, 26). If the foot is
injured the body bends, the head is turned towards the injured
limb, the eye gazes at the affected part, and the hand is stretched
out to attend to it. Christ, the great Head of the body, is' full of
sympathy for His people in all their afflictions.
2. If He is t,he Bridegroom H'is bride may count upon His tend')r
love. Nothing can separate His people from the love which He
has towards them.
3. If He is the Shepherd of His people they can count u,pon His
guid(mce.
" The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want. . , , He leadeth
me beside the still waters. . . . He leadeth me in the paths of
righteousness."
4. If He is the Master, the Commander, the King, His people muy
count upon His power,
All power is His. He is Head over all things to the Church. All
things are under His omnipotent control for the present and
eternal good of His people. Be of good cheer, then, ye children of
God. The sympathy, the love, the guidance, and the power of
your omnipotent Head and King are all on your side. " Hearken,
o daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear; forget also thine
own people, and thy father's house; so shall the King' greatly
desire thy beauty: for He is thy Lord, and worship thon Him"
(Psa. xlv. 10, 11).
Bath.

THmrAs HOUGHToN.

is Glory militant, and Glory is Grace triumpbltllt; Gmcp.
is Glory begun, Glory is Grace made perfect; Grace is the first degree
of Glory, Glory is the highest degree of Grace.-Dyer.
IN the sufferings ot' His saints, Christ intends His own glory, and
their good: this is the twofold mark He aims at: and He does not
shoot at random; but a,]ways touches the point He purposeth to
hit.-Rulhaford,
GRACB

,
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'Uilgril1l llJapers.
WELLSPRINGS.
" .IfY little children, thelle things 'U'1"ite I unto you, that ye sin twt. A tid
if any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Fatller, JelIU3 Christ
the righteous."-l JOHN ii. l.

CONSTUER for a moment, dear readers, the man who wrote these
Epistles-named by Jesus, with his brothel·, sons of thnnder. But we
never seem to associate anything like thunder with John the beloved.
More to him we should apply the thought of the still small gentle
wooing voice. Yet Jesus had a meaning and signification in it, and
doubtless laid the foundation of his subsequent teaching, that would
convince, as truly as the thunder of heaven, that there is a God Who
ruleth on high, a God of judgment as well as of mel"CY; and Who
would thunder marvellously and convincingly through His Spirittaught servant. "The personality of John," ,vrote one, "left far
Jeeper traces of it.self in the Church than of any other of Christ's
diseiples. Paul laboured more abundantly than they all, but John
stamped his image the most profoundly." It was Christ living in him
,md he abiding in the Living One; it was that holy fellowship with his
Divine Lord and Master; that daily hearing His words and doing
tbem; that sacred privilege of leaning on His bosom. Yes, it was
tbis disciple whom Jesus loved, who eminently drank into His teaching.
reflected His image, and could with authority declare that which be
had seen and known and handled. His style is not argumentative; it
is conclusive. But it is, like those who are the most deeply t.aught,
sweetly simple and humble. He can content himself with addressing
his appeals to "little children." He can" bear witness," "testify,"
and declare in the tenderest and most winning of terms, the love of God
and Cbl"ist Jesus his Lord. It was this disciple who under the Spirit's
teaching had an eye to the Godhead of Christ in his Gospel, and thus
soared above earth into the heavenlies, whence his Lord had come and
whither He would return. It was John who was constantlv in the
company of his beloved :il-Iaster, who leaned on His bosom, \vho got
at the secrets of His heart of love, who grew in His image, from constant contact, downward in bumility, out of self and upward into
Christ; and to whom was given the unspeakable privilege of writing
the Gospel and Epistles called after him, and also the Revelation of
Jesus Christ.
Was the man seen 1 Was he lifted up in self-sufficiency at being
thus honoured 1 Did he use his long experience or his superior
privileges and learning to lord it OVer God's heritage 1 Oh, beloved,
see him, hear him, even as John the aged, and admire the grace
of humility, and learn that the more God's glories strike the eye,
the humbler lies that servant who has had such transporting views.
John· was thus favoured. Many a sight supreme had he of the God-
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Man; many a glimpse had he of the Glory l\fan within the veil; many
a vision of coming glory; niany a precious word treasured up, ancl
sacred memory of the holy spotless Lamb of God in Whose company
he had been ravished. So here we find him-nor do we wonder anv
longer-addressing his followers as "little children." Oh, belove<i,
to seek the grace that eminently sat upon this man, and which alone
can come from contact with Jesus, even the grace of humility. To be
content with the lowest form in Christ's school, if so be that we arc
found sitting at the feet of Jesus and learning of the Meek and Lowly
One. Blessed spot! Enviable condition of heart! A posture et
lowliness, yet a position of honour. For," before honour is humility,"
and holy preferment follows upon those that are low enough in their
own estimation, little enough in their own eyes, and ready to prefer
one another, and esteem others better than themselves.
" My little children." Are you and I there, dear reader ~ Are wc
content to appear before others, even our younger brethren, as little
children, even as fools for Christ's sake ~ Are we, when wounded and
injured and trampled upon, with heart and mind misjndged, or when
the enemy seeks to entrap us into unholy conduct and hasty words,
are we content to be as little children, " wise unto that which is good,
and simple concerning evil "~ Do we remember Him Who "when
He was reviled, reviled not again," when He was falsely charged,
answered not again ~ Do wc commit, abandon ourselves utterly
to Him Who judges for His defenceless children, Who alone can see
the heart, and Who is standing at the right hand of His poor to
deliver him from the hand of him that was too strong for him ~ "My
little children," says the beloved Apostle, "these things write I unto
you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an Advocate with
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous." "If." Since is the force,
for all do sin and all will sin-a sure result of their suffering, fallen,
tempted natures-not only before but after their call out of the kingdom of Satan's darkness into the Kingdom of God's dear Son. Since
all of us do sin-though that gives no licence for sinning, no cloak for
it, no excuse under it; neither let, any man say, "I am tempted of
God," nor sin that grace may abound-yet when wc do, " we have an
Advocate" above. Look at the wonderful little conjunction which
carries so mnch mercy and hope in it! "My little children, these
things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin "-do not
play with temptation because you have proved your God" knoweth
how to deliver the Godly out of temptation," but watch and pray
against it; seek grace that ye sin not wilfully and weakly. "And "there is the connect,ing link of hope and mercy-" And if any man sin,
we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous."
" Who can forgive sins but God only ~" With Him is perfect holiness, rectitude, and justice. He can not look upon sin. He can not
wink at sin. He must punish the transgressor-the One Who stood
in the breach and paid the penalty of the law to its utmost extent.
And in the Person of our.glorious Substitute, God in the riches of His
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mercy has made an end of sin. His justice was perfectly satisfied and
the sinner freed from all condemnation by the perfect atonement, the
full, free, and efficacious Sacrifice, and the putting away once and for
ever the sins that were laid to my charge. Jesus died instead of me !
He took my place, and endured the hell that would otherwise have
justly been my everlasting portion. And now'" He ever liveth to
make intercession" for me. He' is my Advocate with the Father.
He pleads and pleads cfficaciously because of the merits of His own
most 'precious blood. He Who died for us sinners, now lives to
thoroughly plead our c,ause, to prevail with His Father, and to bring
us Home to God. Unlike an earthly advocate, Jesus admits the
guiltiness to the full extent charged upon us by a holy righteous law;
but He has put all that away by the sacrifice of Himself. He has
stood in our stead, satisfied the law and made it honourable, and thus
approaches His Father Divinely bold with His blood-bought demand,
" Father, I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me
where I am." There is no contingency in His pleading, no flaw in His
".dvocacy.
H

The atoning work is done;

The Victim's blood is shed;
And Jesus now is gone,
His people's cause to plead;
He stands in heaven, their great High Priest,
And bears their names upon His breast."
Full payment for debt eternally discharged, and before His Father's
tbrone ever stands my all-glorious Surety, with my name indelibly
written upon the palms of His hands; passing all my pleas, my
feeblest prayers, my groanings, sighs, and tears, thereby through His
precious blood. And in confident hope we can sing.

,. Great Advocate, Almighty Friend,
On 'l'hee alone our hopes depend:
Our ca.use can never, never fail,
For Jesu8 pleads, and must prevail."

I t was when Moses argued with the Lord in a moment of forgetfulness
that all his sufficiency was of God and that when the Lord sent a
servant of His to his work He would see that servant was qualified
to do it-" 0 my Lord," cried Moses, " I am not eloquent, neither heretofore, nor since Thou hast spoken unto Thy servant: but I am slow
of speech, and of a slow tongue "-that he received the rebuke, "Is
not Aaron the Levite thy brother 1 I know that he can speak well."
And Aaron was" spokesman" for his brother. Let this remind us,
beloved, in the times of our low estate, when we are cast down by
our many fears and our utter unworthiness and insufficiency, that
"our sufficiency is of God" in Christ, and our Elder Brother is
pleading with' our Father on our behalf. And His cause will not
miscarry. He will not forsake the work of His own hands.
It was not until Joseph had kissed his brethren and wept with them
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t.hat they talked with him. That is our posture of heart. And when
we know the sorrow on account of sin and the kiss of reconciliation,
we may then know of the access to our heavenly Father by our
heavenly Mediator, and what a Friend we have on high!
Oh, what a thing it is to have access to the Father in heaven! Imagine if our case on earth were dire, and we were privileged to obtain
the highest advocate our courts could produce, that were a help and
hope in our favour that our case would be successfully pleaded. But
after all there would be contingency, and the best earthly advocate
may fail to plead his cause successfully. Not so with our glorious
Advocate above. Jesus must prevail. His blood has fully satisfied
Divine Justice. He has died, the Just for the unjust, that He might
bring us to God, and the Father Who was well satisfied in His dearly
beloved Son, can not refuse Him. "He hateth putting away." And.
"We have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous."
!liay this precious truth in its all-prevailing efficacy be written upon
nur hearts, and may we when sin-harassed and Satan-tormented" rise
and try our interest there." May our prayer come even into the eat'
of our all-prevailing Advooate !
"Prayiug soul, dismiss thy fear:
,Toy and peace shall soon appear:
·'1'0 the throne of grace draw nigh:
Jesus int£!lCcdes on high.
•

"Come before thy Father's throne,
Make thy wants and sorrows known;
Never, nev.er doubt His love;
Jesus intercedes above.
H

Do corruptions rise and rage?

LeILrn from God's inspired page.
Reigniqg grace shall sin subdue:

Jesus intercedcs for ~'ou.
"He has made thy cause His own;
He is Priest upon His throne;
Thou shalt gain eternal bliss:
.Jesus intercedes for this."

And Satan will accuse in vain. All the forces of hell will not prevail
jf Jesus has undertaken your case. Leave it therefore, yes, leave it all
with Him. You can not answer for yourself. You will do as the dear
tried tempest-tossed aged pilgrim did, when Satan set at her with
fearful assault and she was helpless. A poot' illiterate woman, she
could riot eommand language nor argument, but her grace-constraining
answer to him was, " You must speak to my Advocate, He will answer
f"r me"! And Satan skulked away! Oh, it is when Jesus thus
appears, that we can tread our enemies beneath our feet, and feel how
insignificant are the trials and pricks by the way when He is at out
right hand to save us from those that would oppress our sou!. "Tbc
king's commandment was, Answer him not," and that is the place to
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which a child of God is ofttimes brought-to ,the grace of silencewhen he hears the Lord his Advocate say, " , Now will I arise,' , I will
plead their cause,' , I know t.heir sorrows,' and am with them in their
deepest distress." Poor needy sinner, seeking sinner, longing, hoping
sinner, see thy Friend before His Father's throne. Thou wilt not seek,
nor long, nor hope in vain, if He has taught thee to look to Him therc !
You remember the conversation between Hopeful and Christian in
Bnnyan's immortal allegory. '" I made my objections against my
believing, for that I thought He was not willing to save me,' said
Hopeful. 'And what did Faithful say to yon then l' inquired Christian.
To which Hopeful replied, 'He hid me go to Him and see.' Then I
said it was presumption. But he said, No, for I was invited to come
(~fatt. xi. 28). 'fhcn he gave me a Book of Jesus' inditing, to encouragc
me the more freely to come; and he said concerning that Book, that
every jot and tittle thereof stood firmer than heaven and earth (Matt.
xxiv. 35). Then I asked him what I must do when I came; and'he
told me I must entreat on my knees (Psa. xev. 6; Dan. vi. 10) with all
my heart and soul (Jer. xxix. 12, 13) the Father to reveal Him to me.
Then I asked him further how I must make my supplication to Him;
and he said, Go, and thou shalt find Him upon a mercy-seat, where
He sits all the year long to give pardon and forgiveness to them that
come. I told him that I knew not what to say when I came; and he
bid me say to this effect: God be merciful to me a sinner, and make
me to know and believe in Jesns Christ; for I see that if His righteousness had hot been, or I have not fait.h in that righteousness, I am utterly
cast away. Lord, I have heard that Thon art a merciful God, aud
hast ordained that thy Son Jesus Christ should be the Saviour of a
world; and, moreover, that Thou art willing to bestow Him upon such
a poor sinner as I am. And I am a sinner indeed. 1.01'(1, take therefore this opportunity, and magnify thy grace in the salvation of my
soul through thy Son Jesus Christ. Amen (Exod, xxv. 22; Lev. xvi.
2; Num. vii. 8, 9; Heb. iv. 16)." And you will remember, dear
reader, how Hopeful applied not once nor twice, nor even at the sixth
time did he get his request; whilst" a hundred times twice told," he
says, he thought he would leave off praying for it. And then he gives
this beautiful and true reason to Christian who inquired why he did
not give up: "I believed that that was true which had been told me ;
to wit, that without the righteousness of this Christ, all the world
could not save me; and therefore, thought I with myself, if I leave off
I die, and I can but die at the throne of grace. And withal, this came
into my mind; 'Though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely
come, it will not tarry' (Hab. ii. 3). So I continued praying, until the
Father showed me His Son."
Child of God, view by faith your Advocate before the Father's
throne. Apply yourself to it; seek, and you shall find, and find for all
t.he days and all the need of your pilgrimage that you have "an
Advocate with the Father, .Jesus Christ the righteous: and He is the
propitiation for our sins."
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SnmOllfi Rnli' 'Notefi of ,SermOllfi.
NOTES OF A SERMON
PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL, BY THR RECTOR,
.
THE REV. J. ORmsToN.
" He will keep the leet 01 His saints."-l SAMUEL ii., part of
the 9th verse.
THESE few words, dear friends, form part of a memorable prayer
offered by the grace of God by a Godly woman named Hannah, the
mother of the prophet Samuel. In the first chapter we read of her
in great distress of soul. We are told there that she besought the
mercy of the gift of a child at God's hands: she had no child up to that
time. She was a woman of a sorrowful spirit, and she turned her
sorrow into a plea, into prayer, prevailing prayer with God, and afterwards she rejoiced in prayer answered. She went up to the public
place of worship, the House of God, but she prayed in secret. Shc
poured out her soul in believing prayer, though not in vocal prayer.
Her lips moved-God moved them-though she had no words. It
was a wonderful prayer in the power of it, and it prevailed at thc
mercy-seat on high; she was heard by God although she was misunderstood by the high priest, who accused her of drunkenness, and she
was as far off that sin as grace could make her. " How long wilt thou
be drunken 1" the high priest said. Then Hannah answered
graciously, " No, my lord, I am a woman of a sorrowful spirit: I have
drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but have poured out my soul
before the Lord "-before Jehovah. She llad been before Jehovah's
mercy-seat speaking, and He had heard. He heard her wordless
words, they were the desire of her heart. She coveted this gift of a
gracious child; oh, that God might grant her this request. "Count
not," she said, "thine handmaid for a daughter of Belial: for out of
the abundance of my complaint and grief have I spoken hitherto.
Then Eli answered and said, Go in peace: and the God of Israel grant
thee thy petition that thou hast asked of Him." No power on eaIth
can interfere with believing prayer, by whomsoever it is offered. Gorl
made Hannah's heart perfectly, He made it in meek gracious suhmission to His holy sovereign will. Not all the high priests ou the
face of the earth could stop her prayer of faith. The high priest
could misjudge her, and God's grace in her, but he could not interfere.
God watched over her heart, the tenderness and meekness of the faitl,
that actuated that heart, that moved those lips that were silent.
Remember, silent prayer provoked by the Holy Ghost is omnipotent,.
Man can not interfere with it. It comes from God, it is His gift, "
gift which operates freely according to His will. Wonders will follow
such prayer. Be much-be very often-in believing prayer, though
no human ear can hear it-it may be all hidden and sacred and too
deep to find words even. Oh, how particular we ought to be, ought
we ,not 1 in the use of prayer, lest we use thoughtlessly and provok-
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ingly words that God can not accept, though they may be grarmnatically correct and cleverly worded. They can not be pleasing in God's
sight if they do not come from the Holy Ghost taught heart. We
ought to be solemn when we address the throne of grace, lest we
speak a word too many, or a word too few, and lest the words we use
do not represent the desires of the heart. Oh, dear friends, the longer
I am in the ministry-and you know I have just kept the fiftieth
anniversary of my ordination-I feel how important it is to be sincere,
and open, and Scriptural, and accurate in our language before God.
Suppose He were to take us at our word sometimes, what answers
should we have, think you 1 Oh, again I exhort you, and myself too,
let us be careful how we address God.
Hannah by her silence prevailed. She" spake in her heart" as
the Holy Ghost taught her; "only her lips moved," and that was
quite enough. The Lord heard. The Lord's ear was just directeel
to hear that prayer, anel He heard every syllable, every unspoken
word, and every spiritual emphasis of it too. Goel is the Hearer of
secret, sincere, spiritual prayer. Hannah hael a plaint, and she put
it into prayer humbly before Goel, that it might please Him to grant
her her request of a child whom she fain would devote to the Lord.
One is glad to see that the high priest at last saw the force of her
request. Look at the last verse of the 1st chapter. Hannah says:
" Therefore also I have lent him to the Lord; as long as he liveth he
shall be lent to the Lord. And he worshipped the Lord there." Who
is the "he" 1 There is no name here. Samuel was a very little
child, barely able, if able, to speak, and there were only the high
priest and the mother besides. I ask again, Who worshipped 1 "He"
appears to me to have been the high priest. He was delivered from
the gross mistake he had made and was brought to a better mind.
" And Hannah prayed" (chap. ii., verse 1). And I have looked the
prayer through with considerable minuteness, and there is no petition
in it ! Have you noticed that there is no believing petition to be traced
in it 1 But there was something secret in it which God noted, and He
recorded it through His servant in His Word. "My heart," she began
with, "rejoiceth in the Lord, mine horn is exalted in the Lord: my
mouth is enlarged over my enemies; because I rejoice in Thy salvation.
There is none holy as the Lord (Jehovah): for there is none beside
Thee: neither is there any rock like our God." What holy boasting
is this! How it refreshes one's soul to hear afar off this believing
prayer, this prevailing prayer! For it was heard, every sentence of
it was heard and accepted on higb. It is the truth, gracious truth
of God in which the woman found expression at the mercy-seat. She
could speak of the poor feelingly-she was a poor soul, a blessedly pOol'
soul. How blessed it is to be only a poor soul, impoverished by the
Holy Ghost, Who has expelleel from the heart all hope but in God.
" Blessed are the poor in spirit." "He raiseth up the poor out of the
dnst, and lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, to set them among
princes, and to make them inherit the throne of glory: for the pillar'
r7
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of the earth are the Lord's, and He hath set the world upon them."
Yes, and He had also set the heart of Hannah on a sme foundation,
and she became bold in the Lord, and confident in the power of His
might, and she says as the outcome of all her blessed experience:
"He will keep the feet of His saints." So that the saints are well
kept. How blessed are the saints" kept" by au unchanging J ehovah !
He is "the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever." 'Vhatever
we may think, or men may say, He abideth faithful, and He knoweth
His own saints who trust in Him. He will withhold no good thing
from them that trust in Him and hope in His mercy. He gave Hannah
Samuel, and gave Samuel grace for the great work he entered on in
the Lord's Name. Oh, what a gift the Lord gives a poor mothel
when the heart of her child is towards God. Make your requests
known to God, dear friends-feelingly, hopefully, trustfully. He is
quite able to give you the simple desire of your hearts-He knows it.
" He will keep the feet of His saints." How weak, how poor, how
feeble they reckon themselves-as less than nothing. Do you remember that verse, "I am poor and needy; yet the Lord thinketh upon
me "1 Oh, what a blessing, what a choice blessing, is that-to have
a God to think for you, and of you, to be well acquainted with all your
needs. Temporal needs, are they 1 01' are they spiritual needs 1
Commit them unto the Lord-" Commit thy way unto the Lord,
trust also in Him, and He shall bring it to pass." "He will keep the
feet of His saints." They are so dear to Him. They have cost Him
so much-precious blood, the blood of the Lamb of God-every drop
of that precious, precious blood. HoVJ precious then in God's most
holy sight. must they be! God is dealing with His people in these last
days on the grounds of the merits of Jesus and of the blood He shed
-shed for chief sinners-eminent sinners-principal sinners. I feel in
this pulpit to-night a chief sinner who needs every moment the precious
precious blood of the Lamb of God-there is no blood of any avail
but the precious blood of that Lamb, Who shed His own. The priests
in the Old Testament shcd blood-there was great shedding of blood,
but it was not their own, it was not the high priest's, it was the blood
of others, that of beasts, which was typical of that blessed, precious,
atoning blood which Jesus once for all shed.
" He will keep the feet of His saints." He can wash their feet in
His precious blood, and the sinner washed by J csus in His own blood
is thereby made clean every whit-·not partially clean, but absolutely
and for ever clean, without spot and blameless. What precious words
these are to be true! A sinner without spot and blameless-the law
can not charge him with any defect, 01' spot, with any malpractice in
thought, word, or deed. God is faithful and keepeth covenant and
mercy with them that trust in Him. It would have been great grace
on the part of Jesus to wash the hands of His disciples, but He stooped,
having laid aside His garments, to wash their feet, one by one. Peter
objected, as you know. " Lord, dost Thou wash my feet 1 Thou,
Thou-the Lamb of God-wash my feet. Thou shalt never wash
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my feet. Oh, to think of Thee as washing my feet! I can never
consent, others may do as they like, but I can not do this. Thou of
all others, Thou the sinless One, Thou the perfect One, the blessed
One, Who never sinned in thought, word, or deed, dost Thou wash
my feet? Let others consent-I judge no man but myself. I am
the chief sinner-dost Thou wash, cleanse, purge my feet? Thou
shalt never wash my feet." Have you evcr felt sin so egregious, so
horrible, so revolting, as to say to Jesus, " Thou shalt never wash my
feet"? He has then the same answer for you as for Peter: "If
I "-it turns on that-" if I wash thee not, thou hast no part with
Me "-thou remainest unwashed, the law is against thee, thou art its
chief debtor-but if I wash thee, thou shalt be clean every whit..
What a wonderful disclosure on the part of Jesus to His disciple Peter,
but Peter answered, " Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and
my head." Are we all to-night agreed each for himself, I,ord, I am
the man-the chief sinner? I need to be washed with Thy washing,
with Thy cleansing. It is for Thee to say, "Thou art clean every
whit, I have washed thee." Is it true that everyone of my dear
hearers to-night has been washed by the Lord Jesus, and by consequence is clean every whit and shall never come into condemnation?
Are you thus made ready for the Lord's coming? He is comingand coming shortly. A dear friend, and one of the Lord's ministering
servants, who has preached in this pulpit frequently, has just gone
Home. He was kept here several years in a state of waiting and
hoping, relying on the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ with implicit
faith. The Lord loved him, and he loved the Truth, and preached
it without the fear of man before his eyes, and God honoured
him greatly. The Lord has still a few faithful witnesses left, but He
is about to take them, that there will be still fewer. The Lord is
coming in His Kingdom and power and glory. Hasten, hasten, Lord,
Thy coming. The time is evil. Wilt Thou not bring it to an end?
For the elect's sake, that time wiU be shortened. Lord, remember this,
remember this. Thou hast said it. Thou hast stated it in Thy Word,
in Thy Holy Book. Remember Thy word, and hasten Thy coming.
Thy people are weary of waiting. The Lord is at hand-that is a
Bible word. He is at the door. He is knocking by various merciful
providences. He is causing some to fear and tremble. The Lord
will find out His people-everyone. "The last shall be first"; this
is God's order, and so all the Lord's chosen shall be saved-they shall
be washed-they shall all be washed, clean every whit, no stain nor
semblance of a stain of evil shall be left on them. "The blood of
Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin." Let our trust to-night
and ever be in Him only.
" Nothing in my hand I bring;
Simply to Thyself I cling;
Naked, come to rrhee fo1' dress;

Helpless, look to Thee for grace;
Foul, I to the fountain fly:
Wash mc, Saviour, or I die! "
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There is no death when Jesus washes away sin in His most precious
blood. This is God's mercy-glorious, and sure as glorious. "Trust
ye in the Lord for ever, for in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength."
And now, dear friends, I must close, leaving in the Lord's hands His
humbly spoken word. May He be glorified, and His people satisfied
with such a Gospel as this Gospel of our God and Father and of His
80n Jesus Christ, to Whom, with the Holy Ghost, be all praise and
honour and glory, now and evermore. Amen.
TALKING AND WALKING.
TALKING and walking with Jesus-such was the happy lot of the
favoured two going to Emmaus from Jerusalem on the resurrection
day. It was suggested recently in a magazine article, that the two
were C1eopas (this we know from St. Luke xxiv. 18), and his wife. We
find from St. John xix. 25, that" Mary the wife of Cleophas" was at
the crucifixion, and from this we know spe was a deeply interested
disciple. Be this as it may, it is certain that Cleopas and his companion
were on that resurrection day walking together talking of Jesus, and
presently, although they knew it not then-for "their eyes were
holden that they should not know Him "-Jesus was talking to them
and they to Him. How delightful it is when His dear people speak
together of Him, and how it pleases Him. He listens and, as expressed
in the well-known passage in Malachi, "The Lord hearkened, and
heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before Him for them
that feared the Lord, and that thought upon His Name." He listens,
and, accommodating His language to 1he comprehension of poor loving
believers who bewail their short memories, adds, "A book of remem."
branee was wntten.
Returning to the two to whom Jesus" drew near, and went with
them," we find that when they opened their minds to Him they were
full of perplexity. They had trusted the Redeemer of Israel had been
with them, and now He had been crucified. More than that-which
seems to have been a greater perplexity still-His body had disappeared, and they had heard of " a vision of angels, which said that He
was alive." Are we not perplexed too, dear reader, many times 1 Do
not we too look only at that which is seen 1 Yes, and when the stone
is rolled away from the grave of sorrow and difficulty, we can not
understand that it is glorious deliverance-the resurrection, and
eternal life. We stumble, seeing not; we question, because we understand not; we doubt, because of the mystery and the unlikeliness, so
to speak, of the blessing in disguise.
Now Jesus was full of compassion as ever. He saw they were distressing their poor minds, and were unable to reconcile these strange
events of His death and resurrection. He knew thcy were sincerely
desirous to know the truth; they were not carping at the difficulty,
but earnestly wishful to know the truth and to understand the seeming
discrepancies.' And so He drew their minds to the Word of Truth, and
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"expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the things concerning
Himself." What a wonderful exposition that must have been! "Did
not our heart burn within us, while He talked with us by the way, and
while He opened to us the Scriptures 1 " they said afterwards, and we
can well imagine it when Jesus Himself opened the Scriptures. Ah!
He spoke with power and conviction and clcarness. He spoke of the
things concerning Himself. Well might the hearts of His hearers
burn! Himself-Himself-the theme. Himself-Himself-the
Speaker. Himself-Himself-the living, loving bond, knitting heart
to heart. Talking and walking, teaching and learning, opening out
the Word to receptive glowing hearts. And then at length at their
request He went in to tarry with them and sat at meat with them. Oh,
what a blessed meal where Jesus is the Guest! He blessed the bread,
and brake, and gave to them. 'fhen in that act" they knew Him;
and He vanished ont of their sight." The now enlightened disciples,
full of wonder, full of belief, with bnrning hearts, rested not in their
dwelling, though it was evening, but returned to Jerusalem, and finding
the eleven disciples gathered together discussing the things they had
heard and seen that wonderful day, the two from Emmaus added their
testimony-" how He was known of them in breaking of bread."
Whilst they were thus talking, suddenly the beloved Master, Jesus
Himself, stood in the midst of them, with His sweet greeting, " Peace
be unto you," and there was joy again.
It is not in the purport of this brief paper to follow the marvellously
delightful after·assurances. Rather would we ponder that talking and
walking-a theme which is old and yet ever new and fresh. Then thc
simple meal with them-" He was known of them in breaking of
bread." Is it not so now, dear reader 1 Does He not give portions
to His poor hungry believers who are longing after Him 1 seeing Him
not, though He bas accompanied all the way. And then in a sweet
assuring moment He gives a portion which we are enabled by the Holy
Spirit to receive inwardly and assimilatc. And wc know of a truth
He is our oum God and Saviour by these tokens.
Just connect for a moment this breaking of bread with 1 Cor. x. 16 :
" The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of
Christ 1" So He brake the bread and gave to them the token of
Himself, broken, wounded, crucified for them. They recognized, His
purpose was revealed, His body given. He was made known to them
in the sweet Spirit-revealed way that only redeeming love knows how
to manifest, and only redeemed believing hearts see and rejoice in.
Talking, they of Emmaus had heard much. They had questioned,
He had answered, they had heard with burning hearts. It was not
the enlightenment of the brain only, but the kindling of the heart as
they talked. And it culminated in the blessed recognition in the
breaking of bread.
H

Draw near, and make

mu

heart to burn)

And open Theu the living Word,
And talk of "weet things that coneeru
Thyself, my Lord."
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Notice the gradual ascending, so to speak, in intimacy. First, Jesus
drew near and went with them. He expounded to them the Scriptures,
He made all clear to them. Then He went in to tarry with them.
He sat at meat with them. And whilst so doing, He blessed and brake
and gave them to eat, revealing Himself t{) them. Blessed progress!
Thrice-blessed culmination!
Hereafter in the glory He will lead us, we shall walk with Him, and
tell Him all that is in our hearts. He will feed us. He will sit down,
and we shall sup with Him and He with us. What a prospect this
opens out to us! I love to think of the appearances of Jesus alter His
resurrection. For He is our Forerunner, and these appearances indicate
that we shall enter upon sweeter communion and deeper learning and
higher privileges. He is " this same Jesus," " touched with the feeling
of our infirmities" here, and rejoicing in the glory of His beloved hereafter. He shall see of the travail of His soul, and be satisfied. And
most assuredly we shall be abundantly satisfied when we awake in His
likeness and in "the goodness of His House."
Talking-walking-tarrying-blessing-feeding-such was He here
during His brief sojourn after His resurreetion, earnests and foretastes
of " Immanuel's Land," when we shall see Him as He is in the Father's
House-" My Father, and your Father." We shall be one in Him and
with Him. What will it be then"Ever with the Lamb to be;
Heir of glory.
That shall be for thee and me."
NETTlE.
"SIGNS OF THE TIMES."
WHEN asked to give a "sign from heaven," Christ refused to do so on
the ground that, as it is possihle te foretell the weather by means of
the appearance of the sky at night and morning, so it ought not to be
impossible for a careful observer of mundane events, or "signs of
the times," to discern their trend in the scheme of prophecy. On
another occasion, when asked by bystanders to mention the "sign "
which would indicate the proximity of His Second Advent, He warned
them to be careful, 'and then proceeded to give a string of " signs" all
pointing in one direction, but requiring judgment and understanding
in piecing them together. One notable" sign" He gave w"s this :
" Jerusalem shall be trodden down of tl,e Gentiles, until tl.e times 0/ the
Gentiles be fulfilled" (Luke xxi. 24).
It must ever be remembered that the burden of propheey is rarely
alluring. As a rule, prophets were messengers against countries, and
kingdoms; the burden of their message was War, Evil, and Pestilence
(Jer. xxviii. 8), not Peace and Prosperity. So Christ's" signs" are
never agreeable, but the reverse. They describe all kinds of evils,
wars, commotions, desolations, earthquakes, distress, perplexity,
elemental disturbances, human misery, human iniquity, human
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unreadiness, human unbelief, revolutions, indifference to "signs,"
careless living. But never do they involve any great moral advance
from the condition of man at the Flood, or in the days of Lot. On
the contrary, Christ expressly represents the condition of affairs at
His Second Coming as very similar to the" days of Noah," and the
" days of Lot" (Luke >:vii. 26-30).
In what direction has "Progress" been, since the Destruction of
Jerusalem by the Romans in A.D. 10, as foretold by Christ, but disbelieved by the Jews 1 If we are honest we must confess that the
only real" Progress" has been towards the fulfilment of prophecy,
and the working out of God's purposes. Whatever man has touched,
he has marred, and the present cataclysmic War is the best proof of
the failure of all man's schemes of "Culture" and" Progress." It
might well be said of this present generation, as of that in Noah's
days: "And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the
earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was
only evil continually" (Gen. vi. 5).
Now why do I wl'ite thus 1 It gives me no pleasure to do so. On
the contrary, it grieves me. But if I am to be faithful and true to
" the Signs of the Times," and to the " more sure Word of prophecy;
whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth
in a dark place" (2 Pet~r i. 19), then I am obliged to use God-given
reason, the Word of God, and the current events of our day, in order
to convey to the thoughtless the solemn fact of the proximity of that
dread day, the Day of the Lord, or Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ
to judge this earth-not to praise it.
Man has reverted to type. Neither education, nor culture, nor
refinement, nor art, has been able to improve human nature. And
Christ, knowing this, sketched, with i\lIaster hand, the sad future of
mankind under the phrase " Times of the Gentiles," or period of the
supremacy of non-Jewish races, and of the dispersion and depression
of the Jews. "Jert!salem," He said, "shall be trodden down of the
Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled "-sad and ominous
words for Jews to listen to.
Reader, has this proved to be an accurate" sign 1" Has Jerusalem,
since A.D. 70, ever been anything but" trodden down of the Gentiles" 1
Look back in history. The Romans were succeeded by the Persians
and by the Byzantines or Greco-Romans, who were in possession
when the Saracens captured Jerusalem in A.D. 637. From that date,
with the exception of a brief interval-of eighty-eight years when
the Gentile Crusaders ruled it-it has been under Gentile Moslem
rule to the present day. It is still" trodden down of the Gentiles,"
the saddest, the most wretched of all cities for the Jew. At this
moment Germans, Austrians, and Turks are in possession of it, whilst
the Jews are in deep distress and penury-with "a trembling heart,
and failing of eyes, and sorrow of mind," as foretold by Moses more
than 3300 years ago (Deut. xxviii. 65).
Yes, this "sign" has come true. We are witnesses to its truth.
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But we are also witnesses that there are movements afoot which will,
at no distant. date, "cleanse the sanctuary" of God (Dan. viii. 14),
by turning out these Gentile polluters, and will restore Israel to the
land of Israel. We have "upon the earth distress of nations with
perplexity," " men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after
those things which are coming on the earth." The" powers of the
heavens" are shaken; the symbolic" Euphrates," or Moslem Empire
(Rev. xvi. 12), is drying up rapidly; the delusive .spirits of Infidel
Rationalism, Popery, and Priestcraft (Rev. xvi. 13, 14) have been at
work for a. century, gathering the hosts to the Apocalyptic Warwhich heralds the I1iaster's Coming. We are in the midst of symbolic
" thunders and lightnings," that is, Wars (Rev. xvi. 18). There is a
perfect rage for "marrying and giving in marriage" (Matt. .x xiv.
38). The love of pleasure has become an obsession (2 Tim. iii. 4) ;
sound doctrine is derided (2 Tim. iv. 3). and fables are preferred
(2 Tim. iv. 4)-even such fables as The Mass!
The "signs" therefore of our "times" correspond accurately to
those foretold. "Many run to and fro," in motors, and trains, and
steamers; "knowledge" has increased enormously (Dan. xii. .4).
We are at the" Time of the End." I beseech you, 0 reader, " Watch
therefore."
A. PORCELLI.
"THE GLORY OF GOD IN THE FACE OF JESUS CHRIST."
LET me, oh, let me see Thy face,
Dear LORD and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST:
No frown can settle on that brow;
Oh, let me, let me see it now.
When Peter weakly Thee denied,
And shunned Thy cross, the Crucified,
Thy tender look unlocked his tears,
Strengthened his heart, and calmed his fears.
Love so forgiving and so free
Still finds its living force in Thee:
The one expression of Thy face
Is fulness of abounding grace.
SAVIOUR, Thy back parts Moses saw,
And gave to us Thy holy Law;
But grace and truth Thy lips attest,
Sweet prelude of eternal rest.
Since in Thy face such graces meet,
I venture to Thy mercy-seat,
Pleading Thy kindly eye to see,
And I'ead in it Thy love to me.

T. BURBERRY.
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WAYSIDE JOTTINGS IN TROUBLOUS TIMES.
IN the grievous times in which we live, it is the privilege of the childreu
of God to " rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for Him"; to know
that He " reigns" and" ruleth over all."
Not for a moment would the Lord permit the present War to continue, were it not to accomplish His will. He says: "I will work, and
who shall let [hinder] it 1" The will of God at the present time would
appear to lie in judgment, though judgment is His" strange work."
Can the children of God douht that the present condition of things is
in judgment upon our guilty land 1 It is commonly said that ours is
the cause of right against might; but granting this, the War, with all
its dreadful consequences, can not be regarded as anything less than
God's sore judgment upon us. Nor can this be wondered at when the
following points are pondered.
1. The departure from Reformation, that is, Bible, Truth, so that
now from but comparatively few pulpits are the precious Scriptural
verities which the Reformers delighted in, and gave their lives for,
proclaimed.
2_ The re-establishment of the Mass in the Church of England, and
the effort to legalize the Mass Vestments; a course dishonouring to
Christ, hy Whose finished work the Church of God is justified and saved.
3. The widespread doubt concerning, if not denial of, the Inspiration
of the Holy Scriptures on the part of religious teachers; so that the
Gospel of grace is not proclaimed, and a handle for its rejection is
provided for self-righteous religionists.
'fhese things are national sins against light and knowledge, and
bring down God's chastening hand upon us.
Pandering to Popery is still persisted in by our Rulers, in spite of
the fact that having recourse to the Pope for help has only brought
disaster in its train. If" the Church of Rome has erred in matters of
Faith," as the XIXth Article of the Church of England declares, and
ol which we have abundant proof if we search the Scriptures; and if
it has, as we know, still more grievously erred since those words werc
penned; then why should we have dealings with the head of that
Church 1 "What fellowship hath light with darkness 1 "
The visit of the Prime ]\iinister to the Pope, if, as seems likely, it
was an official one, is the latest sad evidence of the blindness of our
Rulers. A North of Ireland newspaper well says: "Assurances were
given that the Howard mission would have excellent diplomatic
results. That was in 1914, but we are still without the results."
Again, it remarks: "Since the outbreak of the War the whole moral
forces of the Vatican bave been used on the side of Germany and
Austria. We have had the Pope publicly apologizing for the brutal
conduct of Germany. Germany has unloosed all the powers of het!
against civilization, and he who styles himself the Vicar of Christ upon
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earth is .one of the few apologists who can be found for the men whose
crimes against humanity call to heaven for vengeance. . . . The
Prime Minister acted towards the Vatican as if it were friendly, when
the reverse is the case."
Not only is the child of God enabled by grace to calmly repose in the
truth of God's wisdom and omnipotence, as well as in His gracious promises of care and protection, so that, althongh timid and frail human
nature often trembles; yet there is withal a measure of confidence, and
a resting in the assurance-so remarkably applicable to present eircumstances-" Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for
the arrow that flieth by day." Not only, I say, is this the case, but in
passing events, and in the world's history day by day, the child of God
has strong confirmation of the truth of the Holy Scriptures, which hold
out no hope of universal peace and righteousness before the coming of
the Lord, but rather declare that evil men will" wax worse and worse"
(2 Tim. iii.), and which, moreover, set forth in much detail the delusions
and conflicts and troubles of the end time.
How precious in these times of strain are such promises as the following' which came to the writer's mind recently, in the silent hours of the
night, with sweetness and power. "He will not suffer thy foot to bc
moved: He That keepeth thee will not slumber." Hence the response:
"I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep: for Thou, Lord, only
makest me dwell in safety."
How precious, too, are the words of our risen and ascended Lord
spoken from the Heavenly Glory: "Surely I come quickly." May
our hearts by grace reply: "Even so, come, Lord Jesus."
•

In corroboration of what I have written above regarding the confirmation present events give to the truth of God's Holy Word, I give
the following extracts from the writings of the late Bishop Ryle :"I believe that the widespread unbelief, indifference, formalism,
and wickedness, which are to be seen throughout Christendom, are
only what we ought to expect from God's Word. Troublous times,
departures from the faith, evil men waxing worse and worse, love
waxing cold, are things distinctly predicted. So far from making me
doubt the truth of Christianity, they help to confirm my faith. Melancholy and sorrowful as the sight is, if I did not see it I should think the
Bible was not true."
"I believe that it is for the safety, happiness, and comfort of all true
Christians to expect as little as possible from Churches or Governments
,mder the present dispensation, to hold themselves ready for tremendous
convulsions and changes of all things established, and to expect their
good tidings only from Ohrist's Second Advent."
ROBERT J. NOYES, B.D.
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A VISIT TO A "KING'S DAUGHTER."·
WENDING my way through a portion of a great city, never before
traversed, I was struck with the sights of labour, squalor, poverty,
and dinginess. It was a glorious day, one of those first heralds of
Spring in the early days of the year. Bright sunshine, a cloudless
sky, the song of birds, in the country, but here one was forcibly reminded
of the saying, "God made the country, man made the town." The
tall tenements and warehouses shutting out the sunshine from the
streets, the clatter of cart-horses on the kidney-stoned roads, the noise
of the poverty-stricken children at play, and the neighboUl"s gossiping
on their doorsteps, all suggested how poor and demoralized the world
could appear" without God," when suddenly the words came into
the mind and renewed the gladness of heart with God-" Behold, I
make all things new." And faith soared above to Jesus on the throne,
Who was looking down upon this sin-stricken carth, upon His work
once perfect now marred by sin, and Who would soon, very soon,
as the mighty Breaker, "overtUl"n, overturn, overturn," and" make
all things new "-" new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth
righteousness." Thus thc heart was "inditing good matter" and
was warm within mc as the fire of hcavenly love, power, and grace
kindled, and my feet trod those noisy dirty streets as though in sweet
verdant meadows!
Again a turn, and I was soon at the house I sought-a large old
house, probably with a history if four walls could speak. A quaint
little ornamental porch was over the door, at which doOI', according
to instructions I had received, I was to knock, and failing getting
an answer, to pull the string of the latch and walk in. Which advice
proved to be timely, for no one answered my knock, so I pulled the
cord, thus lifting the latch, and walked in. I found myself in a
passage so dark that but for my friend's advice to arm myself with
a box of matches, I should have been helpless, for I dared not grope
Illy way in ignorance of the place. But the lighted match showed
me the length of the passage and the stairs, and with the banisters
as a guide I ascended and arrived at an open door, whence the voicc
of her I sought said, "Who is it?" I waS quickly at the bedside
of the sole occupant of a large room, and shall I describe her to you,
dear reader? She was the only intcresting feature to describe in thc
whole room, except, as I presently saw, thc precious Word of God.
The half-darkencd room revealed the utter lack of that attractiveness
,,-hich one loves to associate with invalids-a fire, which had been
thoughtfully" made up " by the daughter in the early morning before
she went forth to work as the bread-winner, smouldcred in the grate;
there was a table of unwashed cups and saucers, and a few near
the bed, which may have contained the tea or milk for the day's
needs, but no signs of food otherwise, nor comforts now. The aged
woman lay huddled up in bed, resting on her right elbow (she can not
lie down on her left side), covered with all the clothes available, to
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keep her warm. Her white hair was flowing loosely, her aged eyes
were dim, and a bony hand supported her chin. Poverty and
privation marked every feature of the picture before me. But atay !
In a moment, all was as it were transformed. "Oh! it's you, dear
lady. Bless the Lord! Oh! He is good to bring you again. I've
been alone all day, and I don't want 'em, unless they bring Jesus
with 'em. Oh! bless and praise Him! It's everlasting love. He
says it: 'I have loved thee with an everlasting love.' Isn't it wonderful! Not that we loved Him, but that He first loved us. And He
says, 'I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.' He puts us in His
Father's hands (oh, bless the Lord!), and says 'None shall pluck you
out of My Father's hands.''' It was sweet to sit and listen, and admire
and adore the God of all grace Who had stooped to raise up the poor
out of the dust, and lift up the beggar from the dung-hill to set them
among princes, and to makc them inherit the throne of glory. "How
kind of Him to send you!" To which I replied, "It is the children's
privilege to wash one another's feet." And her glad "Praise the
Lord! " again betokened to Whom she looked for all her mercics.
" But I'm getting so forgetful, I can't remember the texts as I want.
I'm eighty-seven years old, and I can't see to read much now. I've
been trying a bit this afternoon," pointing to the precious Word upon
her bed and a Portion book. "'So you claim to be ' poor and needy,'
and can say' Yet the Lord thinketh upon me' 1 And all His thoughts
for you are' thoughts of peace, and not of evil,' to give you an ' ex·
pected end.'" And her face brightened with heaven's smile-" Yes;
praise the Lord! " So the language of Canaan echoed in that poor uninteresting room, and the hoary head was as "a crown of glory," and I
was looking upon and loving a "King's daughter," a princess rather
than a pauper, a jewel of Immanuel's crown. "Aye, how good of
him" (speaking of the gentleman who is her kindly and constant
friend, who had first asked me to clll) "to remember to tell you to
pull the cord and come in. I was alone, and lIe knew it, so He sent
you. It isn't every day that I am alone all day. You are kind,"
she repeated. There was no murmur, no complaining of loneliness,
but such gentle gratitude and a praiseful spirit. She had been a widow
for fifteen years, but testified that true to His promise the Lord had
never left her. I found she was longing for a cup of tea, but gently
submissive and content to wait until the daughter's return. " You
see, if I tried, I might scald myself," which showed a patience only
found in the Kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ. "I've been trying
to read, but myoid eyes fail me." And so I took up the precious
little volume" 'fhc Faithful Promiser," and read her her" Portion" for
the day-" At evening time it shall be light." And thus the time
passed. " You'll pray with me, won't you 1" she said, as I rose to
take my leave. And reverently the aged head bowed, and she covered
her face with her poor thin hands, and her lips echoed the words of
prayer, and she remained in silent prayer after I had risen. And so
she is waiting, just waiting. And oh, think, dear reader, what an
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exchange it will be for her! From all this scene of poverty and
loneliness to a mansion prepared for her-a golden harp-a seat at
Jesus' right hand! No more sighing, no more sorrow, no more tears,
no more partings! To go no more out! She entertained such lowly
views of herself, as a grace-taught sinner must needs do, and such
exalted views of Jesus, as such delight in.
It was a sweet foretaste of heaven, and one could only look beyond
this earthly dying scene to that day when for her" all things" will
have been made" new," and she will" . . . . see H'18 f ace,
And never, never ain,

And from the rivers of His grace
Drink endless pleasures in."
From such, dear reader, we learn how" God hath chosen the poor
of this world, rich in faith," to be heirs of His coming Kingdom and
glory, when He will display to wondering worlds how through the
riches of His grace He with them is One. May you and I be there
to share it, and to praise Him for it throughout the countless ages of
eternity.

R.

ENGLAND'S TRIAL.
" And now, Lard, what wait I lor? my hope is in Thee."PSALM xxxix. 7.
POSSIBLY there has never been a time in the world's history when there
has been such universal mourning. "Comfort all who mourn." How
frequently and feelingly this plea rises from our heart-s to our Heavenly
Father and Friend, as we hear of one and another cut down. Bereavement is touching us as a nation now-and individually-as we were
never touched before. Our far-reaching sins merited far-reaching
chastisement, and the angel of death has been deputed to mete out this
chastisement far and wide.
In the face of all our present sorrow and anxiety, where does our
stay, our strength, our comfort, and our hope lie? It lies in the written
and revealed Word of God, and in the expectation of the return of our
Lord. Put side by side our ignorance and our "knowledge." Let
us refer to the word" know" as it occurs three times in Romans viii.
26-28, and once in John xiii. 7. "We know not what we should pray
for as we ought" (verse 26). Here is human ignorance and weakness.
But" we know that all things work together for good to them that love
God" (verse 28). Here is Spirit-given knowledge. And the Holy
Spirit knows our ignorance and infirmity in prayer (verse 27). Here is
Divine knowledge. Thus the Spirit, knowing what is planned for us,
constrains us to pray according to the Lord's purpose for us, and conforms our will to God's will. Truly in these troublous times our own
perceptions fail to show us what to pray for. "Really one seems to
get more perplexed what to pray for each week," remarked a Godly
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Christian sorrowfully to me as we walked back from the weekly Prayer
Meeting recently. We need more than ever to plead that our God will
by His Spirit prompt in us the spirit of prayer, purify our motives in
prayer, and pardon our mistakes and shortcomings in prayer. "Lord,
teach us to pray," " for we know not what we should pray for."
And now let us turn to John xiii. 7. "Jesus answered and said unto
him, What I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter."
What do we learn now from these two passages 1 That the Lord's
Divine knowledge runs through everything-small as well as great;
national as well as individual; spiritual as well as temporal. He knows
the beginning and ending of this War; the beginning and ending of
this dispensation, the beginning and ending of your life and mine. He
knows all that will come into and comprise each. He knows it all.
This is unspeakably comforting. Yet it is but part of our comfort.
Look at the other side-what do we " know," we who are His bloodbought, Spirit-kept children 1 " We know that all things work together
for good to them that love God." Do you see 1 Our God InlOws all
about everything. We are ignorant, but above and around our ignorance, before and behind and beyond it, we may still place our God-given
knowledge-" We know that all things work together for good to them
that love God." Will not this do for these dark days 1 Will it not do
for a whole lifetime 1 Yes, verily! The child of God has amply sufficient knowledge while this remains written on the reverenced page of
revelation. And it does remain, yea, and will remain written.
"Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My Word shall not pass
away."
See something precious about His" Word" in Ezekiel xx. 1, 2:
" Certain of the elders of Israel came to inquire of the Lord, and sat
before me. Then came the word of the Lord unto me." Simultaneously "ith the difficulty came the Deliverer. "The elders"
professedly came as inquirers-really as enemies. They came to cavil,
to misjudge, to object. The prophet could not meet them "ithout
the help and power of his God. Just so with us. Whenever enemies
attack us, duties burden us, dangers beset us, or difficulties bewilder
1IS,-" then," at the same time, "the Word of the Lord" comes to us
also. His Word sustains us during conflict; it strengthens us for
labour; it keeps us through alarms; it helps us in perplexity. We
still have His Word amongst us. Oh! may England ever stand by
that Word. May the light of the Reformation never go out. Far,
very far, from that Word and that light we have, as a nation, wilfully
wandered. May it be our God's good pleasure to call us back, even if
that must needs be through the awful scourge of war. Let us wrestle
with the Lord in prayer, and plead with Him to still spare to us intact
our national and individual foundations-the Word of God, the Day
of Rest, the House of God. "If the foundations be destroyed, what
can the righteous do 1" If we as a nation undervalue and undermine
the Word, desecrate the Sabbath, neglect public worship, and cease to
pray, worse than heathen darkness will overtake us. Yes! worse than
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heathen darkness, for we are sinning against light and knowledge,
sinning with our eyes wide open.
One word now on our blessed hope-the expectation of our Lord's
return. Seemingly everything points to the speedy close of the present
dispensation. May His coming be a living, vital hope to each one of
us, and an incentive to constant service in our daily life. "Surely I
come quickly," is the last assurance in the written Word of God. "I
will come again "-these words were amongst the last spoken by our
Redeemer the night before His death. "Make haste, my Beloved," is
the closing call of the Song of Solomon, pleaded by the Bride during
the night of her earthly weeping and waiting. While He still tarries
she still calls. She "ill go on calling till Hc That shall come will come,
because the tarrying time will be past. "The Spirit and the Bride
say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come." "Amen. Even
so, come, Lord Jesus." ,Ve" wait" for Thy coming, for our" hope
is in Thee."
.
.
Clapton, N.E.
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
"THY WILL BE DONE."
NEBUCHADNEZZAR said that before God "all the inhabitants of the
earth are reputed as nothing: and He doeth according to His will in
the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth "men being instruments only, not agents with Him, in His doing what
He will have performed. There is a solemn word in Rev. xvii. 17 : God
put into the hearts of peoples, multitudes, nations, and tongues, "to
fulfil His will "-not out of love to His will, not out of desire to serve
Him or to exalt His Kingdom. Nowhere are we led to expect that in
the days of which the closing chapters deal, the multitudes or the
governments will set God before their eyes. Only amongst the twos
and threes in those days-" the outmost berries," "the topmost
boughs "-will there be a desire to fear God's Name. But as in the
day of Jesus and before, so ever since, all that has come to pass has
been "by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God." At
the sacrifice of His Son, He used the hands of wicked men, the hatred
and malice of the devil, He used the tenderest ministrations of His own
sons and daughters. He sent His angels. And all obeyed His will.
There is a hymn which says, "Use me, 0 God," but what if God in His
sovereign right used anyone of the singers as a rod for the correction of
some child 1 As a rod only, not to be kept afterwards 1 Men of the
world are at times God's" sword," and David prayed for deliverance
from them. God used Laban. He used Pharaoh. He used the children of Amman. And the Philistines performed His will, though they
did not know His N:tme. None can resist His will, as Paul said, in his
great argument on the Divine sovereignty; though from Adam's day
to this, sinners have despised His commands, and how often have
saints disobeyed them. Adam took of the forbidden fruit, but he did
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violence to that counsel which had already set Christ as King and
Conqueror, which had already long determined to reveal all the Divine
grace and salvation favour which was in the heart of God, which saw
many sons brought to everlasting glory. Adam's hand, created on the
sixth day, could not withstand His, which wrought salvation. He
might leave death and sin to all his posterity, but from that posterity
a seed arises to serve the Lord, ascribing to Him power and riches and
wisdom and strength and honour and glory and blessing.
J onah was told to arise and go to Nineveh, but he arose to flee to
'rarshish. Yet he did not disappoint God, Who had prepared not only
a wind and a fish, but a type of His blessed Son's sojourn in the grave;
Who knew also how many of His saints yet to come wonld take up the
language of the hidden penitent prophet, and say, "I am cast out of
Thy sight; yet I will look again toward Thy holy temple. . . • Salvation is of the Lord."
There was one who loved God and was loved of Him, but "he
despised the commandment of the Lord, to do evil in His sight." He
killed Uriah with the sword and took his wife for himself. "Thou Mst
despised Me," said the Lord; "The sword shall never depart from
thine house." Yet the Lord could not forget that in the first promise
spoken hundreds of years before, Solomon had a place as one of the
progenitors of the woman's Seed.
The consideration that He will not cast away His people for all that
they do, that their sin will not so much as interfere with His changeless
purposes and acts of grace and peace, brings us who love Him, with
tender contrite hearts to the feet-to the bosom-of such a Father,
such a Saviour, such a Comforter; makes us prize increasingly the
chastenings promised to wandering children, the afflictions which in
His hand afterward yield the peaceable fruits of righteousness. "Of
His own will begat He us." It is His will that we should be witb Him
where He is. " This is the will of God, even your sanctification"; but
"still He remembers Calvary, nor lets His saints forget." Erring,
wandering, foolish, and backsliding, yet in measure they can say, as
taught of God and following Him on Whom the Spirit was poured without measure, and Who was without sin: "I delight to do Thy will, 0
my God." They may not lie down and rest in sin and at a distance
from Him. He will bring them back, as He did Adam and Jonah and
David, repentant and forgiven. Let it strengthen their faith and
patience to remember at all times that it is according to His will that
they" wait and look and look again." All their downsittings and
uprisings are in His book. He will not rest until He has finished the
thing, until they know, because they see, hOIO His will is done in heaven.
110

FOLLOWER-ON.

THEY usually thrive best who meditate most. Meditation is a
soul-fattening duty; it is a grace-strengthening duty; it is a dutycrowning duty. You may read and hear much, yet without meditation
you will never be excellent, you will never be eminent Christians.Thomas Brookes.

, •

The Gospel Magazine
AN ADDRESS

BY

273

GIDBON.
MR. JOHN WOOD, TO THE WOMEN'S PROTESTANT
UNION. DECEMBER 31ST, 1915.

WE arc about to enter the most important year we have yet lived.
What wc shall see or experience no one knows. Mercifully, we are
not allowed to see into the future, or we might see accumulating
troubles! Some of us may go safely Home. We may possibly all
go, but whatever betide, One will walk beside us, and we have nothing
to fear.
You wiII all remember that there are several "Jehovah"
provisions, or promises; for example, "Jehovah Jireh" and" Jehovah
Shalom "-the latter is found in Judges vi. 24: "The Lord send
peace." Whether the Lord wiII grant us peace in 1916 none ·can tell.
He alone" maketh wars to cease," but, thank God, we have Gideon's
God to Whom we can cry. There are almost innumerable lessons to
learn from this man Gideon, short though his biography is. He was
a true Protestant, for did he not pull down Baal's altar before building
one to J ehovah and before attacking the Midialiites? We must all
be worshipper&--accepted worshippers-before we can be effective
spiritual warriors (Judges vi. 25).
It may be thought strange that I should have been led to speak
to you ladies about a great warrior, but the lessons are as truly needed
by us as by OID' loved ones who go to the trenches.
Let us, then, see what we can find for our present help.
Firstly, Gideon was called by the Lord, and endued with special
power for the work which awaited him. This is very comforting,
for surely we may learn that, whatever God calls us to undertake in
His Name, He will lead, and supply. We may be called from tile
usual routine of life to bear Bome special testimony, or to help some
struggling soul-mighty spiritual foes may be in the way. OID' hearts
may well-nigh fail, courage may be needed; in our helplessness we
may have to do what Gideon did, and the children of Israel, in their
distress-" cry" (verse 7). Their enemies were almost innumerable.
relentless, cruel; they" left no sustenance for Israel," but" impoverished the land." (Have they had any successors in recent months ?)
It is perfectly clear that all this sorrow and trouble were brought
about by just one little word-SIN. " The children of Israel did
evil in the sight of the Lord," and the Lord delivered them into the
hand of the Midianites seven years. (God grant we may not have
seven years of similar trial!) Then came the" cry," and the most
gracious answer. The Lord sent them a Prophet (verse 8), an Angel
(verse 11), and a Man, Gideon. The Prophet turned their minds to
redemption from Egypt. The Angel commissioned the Man, giving
full, definite, unconditional promise, "Thou shalt save Israel from
.the hand of the Midianites," "Surely I will be with thee." Happy
Gideon, thus favoured of the Lord!
" But "-alas! how often there is a " but"! Have we all noticed
18
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Gideon's "slowness of heart" 1 I had almost said his unbelief.
Think for a moment what he said-aye, and said it to that wonderful
Angel! He actually uses that little word, " If "-" If the Lord be
with us," "If now I have found grace in Thy sight." Let us ever
be careful how we use that word when we are dealing with the things,
or the Word, of God. He used other dangerous words, for example:
" Why 1" "Why then is all this befallen us 1" (verse 13.)
" Where 1" "Where .be all His miracles which our fathers told us
of 1" "But." Ah, there it is-" But now the Lord hath forsaken
us." Yet another doubtful word, "Wherewith." "Wherewith shall
I save Israel 1" Is there no mistrust in that 1 The Lord Who said,
" Thou shalt smite," might surely be trusted to find the weapon, and
to give success to the blow! But do we need to remember Shamgar's
ox goad, Jael's nail, Samson's jawbone of an ass, and David's sling,
to say nothing of Naaman's sevenfold dip in Jordan 1 Alas, poor
Gideon! He actually goes further. and says, "Show me a sign."
Was not God's word suflicient 1 Oh, what grace, what gentleness,
what forbearance, what mercy! What words !-" Peace be unto thee,
fear not"! And instead of one sign he gets two-the fire out of
the rock (verse 21) and the fleece of wool!
My last criticism of Gideon is this, that he says, " Alas!" "Alas,
o Lord God." Why" Alas "1 Surely something more like" Hallelujah" would have befitted those lips 1 But it is just a beautiful
story of man's failure and abundance of grace triumphing over all.
Let us see what grace did for Gideon.
1. He was called.
2. He was strengthened by a look.
3. He obtained promises.
4. He was accepted as a worshipper.
5. He had a special enduement (ch. VI. 34): "The Spirit of
the Lord came upon Gideon."
6. He saw "face to face" (ch. vi. 22).
7. He was granted a great victory (ch. viii. 10). A hundred
and twenty thousand men fell.
"The Lord looked upon him"! Have we ever been impressed
with that word" look," which so wondrously runs through the Bible 1
It is so great a word that a volume might be written with it as a text,
it would widen out into :The Lord's looks-and results.
The Sinner's looks-and results.
The Believer's looks-and results.
"Open Thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of
Thy law" should be our prayer.
Never, surely, did we-or England-so need to look and to be
looked upon as now! I am often asked if there are any passages
in the prophetic Scriptures which denote our present position. I
believe there are such passages. Turn, for example, to Jer. xxv. 29,
31, 32: "For, 10, I begin to bring evil on the city which is called
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by My Name "-[Jerusalem-with 100,000 armed men in her to-day,
and being entrenched by the Turks]-" and should ye [Gentiles] be
utterly unpunished ~ Ye shall not be unpunished: for I will call for
a sword upon all the inhabitants of the earth, saith the Lord of hosts
. . . for the Lord hath a controversy with the nations, He will plead
with all flesh; He will give them that are wicked to the sword. . . .
Behold, evil shall go forth from nation to nation, and a great whirlwind shall be raised up from the coasts of the earth."
Turn, also, to Ezekiel xxxvii. 7: "So I prophesied as I was commanded: and as I prophesied, there was a noise, and behold a shaking,
and the bones came together, bone to his bone. And when I beheld,
10, the sinews and the flesh came up upon them, and the skin
covered them above: but there was no breath in them." Soon verse
10 will be fulfilled, "Breath came into them, and they lived." Let
us keep our eye upon the Jew-yea, upon "the whole house of
Israel. "
There is a third passage of great importance in that" key" chapter
(Dan. ii. 45): "Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut
out of the mountain without hands, and that it brake in pieces the
iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; the great God hath
made known to the king what shall come to pass hereafter." Let
me emphasize those words, "the silver, and the gold," for it is
evident through their presence in the passage that the Lord has
not forgotten the nations which in history first passed awayBabylonia, Medo-Persia, and Greece. At the end a remnant of
their power remains; and so in your newspapers to-day you
have the Mesopotamian Expedition, the disturbed condition of
Persia, the difficult condition of Greece, and the countries
composing the old Roman Empire convulsed, in the thick of this
terrible war; remember it is on the feet of the image, not upon
the toes (the ten kingdoms), tbat the stone falls to shatter all those
empires. To me it is cold comfort to be told that I must wait to see
the re-shaping of the old Roman Empire before the Lord receives
His perfected Church. My comfort is in " these word.s " (1 Thess. iv.
18). What are the words ~ Are they concerning earth's politics
or armies, Antichrist, or Antichrists ~ No, they are something far
more sublime and blessed. We have often heard them-they come
a little nearer to fulfilment every day! "The Lord Himself shall
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel,
and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:
then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever
be '{fith the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these words."
I have one other passage to call your attention to-namely, our
Lord's own words in Luke xxi. 25: "Upon the earth distress of
nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring;' men's
hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which
are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken.
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And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power
and great glory." Surely no words could so sum up the present
condition and the glorious immediate prospect.
In wishing you a blessed new year of service and of waiting "for
Hi.s Son from heaven," let me give you Miller's sweet words :"Yet not without a guide I wend
My unseen way, by day, by night;
Close by my side there walks a Friend,
Strong, tender, true, I trust His sight,
He sees my way before, bebind,
Though I am blind."
-From The Protestant Woman, for February, 1916.
THOUGHTS ON PSALM CXIX. 13-17.

By

THE REV.

W.

LUSH, A.K.C., RECTOR OF STRETTON-EN-LE-FIELD,
ASHBY-DE-LA ,ZOUCH.

(Continued from page 236.)

13. "With my ltps have I recounted all the judgments of Thy
mouth." I have recounted, and that with pleasure, all these Thy
purposes. See note on verse 7. Just so Abraham's servant recounted to
lsaac with pleasure all that he had done to procure him a wife; and
just as the voices of the day and night recount with pleasure their
Maker's praise, so have I delighted to tell to others all the counsel of
God which He had been graciously pleased to reveal. "I have not hid
Thy righteousness within my heart; I have declared Thy faithfulness
and Thy salvation; I have not concealed Thy lovingkindness and Thy
truth from the great congregation."
Note the limited use of the word" all " in this verse, which is of
frequent occurrence in Scripture; for" many, 0 Lord my God, are Thy
wonderful works which Thou hast done, and Thy thoughts which are to
us-ward: they cannot be reckoned up in order unto Thee: if I would
declare and speak of them, they are more than can be numbered."
VerRe 14. "In the way of Thy testimonies have I rejoiced as beyond all
store of riches." Riches profit not in the day of wrath, but righteousness delivereth from death. Riches make to themselves wings and flee
away, but the righteousness of Thy testimonies is everlasting. Hence
the Psalmist's joy was not as the crackling of thorns under a pot, but
an abiding joy, a walking in the light, and a rejoicing in the light.
What a change must be wrought in that man's heart that can echo
the language of this verse. What so natural as to rejoice in worldly
prosperity and in the accumulation of wealth; but to rejoice in Christ
Jesus, and to realize that He can put more gladness into the heart
than when corn and wine increase, this is the mark and evidence that
old things have passed away, and that all things have become new;
and where this is the case there is the new creation, for if any man be
in Christ he is a new creation.
VERSE
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Verse 15. "In Thy precepts will I med·itate, and will have respect
unto Thy ways." "In," that is, while I am engaged in performing Thy
precepts. To have respect unto God's ways, or to look at His paths,
is to find rest unto our souls. Compare Jer. vi. 16. For the only way
is Christ Himself, the only way of life and salvation, in which believers
walk and go on rejoicing.
Verse 16. "I will delight myself in Thy statutes; I w·ill not forget Thy
Word." Ainsworth says t,he word delight may be translated" solace,"
or " recreate myself." Alexander," enjoy myself, seek my pleasure,
find my happiness." 'rake all these thoughts, reader, and a,k the
question, Do I find my solace in the hour of sorrow here, or do I seek it.
elsewhere, as too many do ~ Do I find my rcereat·ion in these things,
or in the very opposite to them ~ Do I enjoy myself most when thus
engaged, or lea.st ~ Do I seek my pleasure thus, and do I find my
greatest happiness in these employments 1 In a word, do I delight in
the law of God after the inward man ~ See Rom, vii, 22, Memory,
mind, heart, and lips all contributing to the not forgetting Thy Word.
Verse 17. "Do good unto Thy servant." In how many ways the
Lord doeth good! View His goodness manifesting itself to everyone
of His creatures in the continued bounties of His providence-the rain
from heaven, and fruitful seasons, Acts xiv. 17. In Him we live, and
are moved, and have our being; but how often, alas! does this goodness of the Lord remain unsanctified, and prove to the unregenerate
heart of man a curse, and not a blessing. So that we need the putting
forth of His goodness as the God of all grace, in order that we may
use aright the temporal bounties of His hand. And it is in this sense
the Psalmist prays for that goodness which leadeth to repentance;
and the encouragement thus to pray, believing reader, is grounded
upon the confident expectation, "Surely goodness and mercy shall
follow me all the days of my life." This is it which brings comfort
and joy to the heart-" My people shall be satisfied with My goodness,
saith the Lord." For this goodness comprises the giving of Himself
as our portion; the giving of Christ, and with Him all things; the
giving of His Spirit, and that grace which ends in glory. "Thy servant." The place of a bondservant, or slave, is also that which even
an Apostle could speak of as attaching to himself-" Paul, a. servant
of Jesus Christ." The idea of purchase being that probably intended
as well as that of eternal possession by Him Who has bought His believing people by His own blood. For, as one well observed, to be the
property of an earthly master may bc one of the greatest of curses;
but to be the purchased, inalienable possession of God and of Christ,
and to have the sure title of serving them for ever, is everlasting
blessing. When God is brought into the relationship, a word for the
most part humble on earth is changed into a name of joy and
honour. Thus it is applied even to the saints in glory; for when
the Heavenly City is described in the Revelation, it is said, " The
thJ:one of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall
ser\,"e Hiln."

278

The Gospel Magazine

" That I may live, and keep Thy Word." That I may flourish and
prosper in soul matters, compare Psa. xxii. 26, lxix. 32; or, that I
may recover spiritual health, compare Joshua v. 8; or, that I may
be refreshed, compare Gen. xlv. 27, Judges xv. 19. Where this was,
there would follow Gospel obedience-" I will observe Thy Word."
(To be contUIl.ted.)

6otttsponlJrnce.
TESTIMONY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. ORMISTON,-God in Christ Jesus be with you, and with all
that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity and truth, Whom to know
is life eternal.
Having read the" Notice to our Readers" in this month's GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, I thank God it is in my heart and mind and power to send
you the enclosed small contribution towards the desired end, and not
knowing the full requirements I will if necessary send you a second
and similar donation later on, though in these, alas! awful times of
dire war, help is being solicited from almost every quarter.
Yet one, and only one, God ever liveth and reigneth and ruleth, and
over-ruleth all these things to His own eternal glory and our eternal
welfare, for from, through, and to Him are all things, and they shall
all " work together for good" and in accord with His eternal purpose
through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Oh, in the multitude of my thoughts within me, how His comforts
do delight my soul, and how puny and passing are all things here
bclow!
I am persuaded that He Who has helped hitherto, will yet help and
bless our old GOSPEL MAGAZINE (which I have now been reading for
nigh 43 years), and freely endorse your present appeal, through the
hearts of " His own children."
Oh, what a glorious Gospel is ours, and what a Saviour we have
Who of God is made unto us everything ; aye, wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption; aye, even sin for us that we
might be made" the righteousnfss of God in Him,"-that is "C0ffiplete in Christ."
Oh, may God warm and inspire your heart and pen in writing fOl"
and feeding the souls of His own Family, as they" flock and fly" to
the pages of our old old GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
I enclose post card for just an early acknowledgment of safe receipt
of enclosed, and subscribe myself" a poor sinner and nothing at all,"
but in Christ I have my " All in all."
God be with you until we all finally meet in Him, never to part,

April 6th, 1916.

J. N.
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To the Editor
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CAREY.

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

DEAR MR. OR~nSTON,-THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE is full of good cheer this
month. A month or so back an excellent article appeared respecting
the Careys, and finding the enclosed I thought it might be interesting.
Yours very truly.
April 12th. 1916.
J.
COpy OF A LETrER OF THE LATE REV. THOMAS Scon
TO A BAPTIST MINISTER.
" Aslon Sawl/ord (Tltame),
"January 31, 1816.

" REV. AND DE.m SIR,-I feel myself much gmtified with the present
which you sent me of my highly-esteemed friend Dr. Carey. I have
indeed been acquainted with those who instituted and conducted your
Missionary Society from the very first: and I have alwais been a
cordial friend to it, though not able to do much in supporting it beyond
my daily prayers, which have not been often omitted. I now think
that it bears the palm among Missionary Societies, and I rejoice in the
opening prospect of usefulness, beyond what its most sanguine friends
once expected from it.
" I am glad that you remitted to me the anecdote, which you have
heard concerning me, respecting Dr. Carey; but do not think it was
from Mr. Sutcliff. It is indeed wholly unfounded; not one tittle of
truth in it. I therefore hope to stop its circulation. I will, however,
give you more authentic information -concerning my first acquaintance
with our beloved and revered friend.
"In the year 1780 Mr. Newton left Olney, and in 1781 I succeeded
to his curacy i-very soon after I walked from Olney to Northampton
to see old Mr. Ryland, and to meet Mr. Hall of Arnsby, (as I recollect.)
Before this, it pleased God to make me the instrument of conversion
to a deaf old widow, in good cirCllmstances, bet,ween seventy and
eighty years of age. She had attended my ministry some time;
though she heard but little, and I thought understood less. But when
she was confined to her house, and could only hear me when I spoke
loud, she gave such proofs of her repentance, and faith, and love, that
none doubted of a saving change in her, which made way for good to
some of her relations. Among other relations, she 'had a sister, or,
as I think, a brother's widow, named Old, living at Hackleton, in the
road to Northampton, whom she desired me to call on. Her son was
a shoemaker, and young Carey was apprenticed to him. I believe
both the widow and her son were pious persons. When I went into
the cottage, I was soon recognized, and Mr. Old Came in with a sensiblelooking lad, in his working dress. I at first rather wondered to see
him enter, as he seemed young, being I believe little of his age. We,
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however, entered into an interesting conversation, especially respecting
my parishioner, their relation, and the excellent state of her mind,
and the wonder of Divine grace in the conversion of one who had been
so very many years considered as a sell-righteous Pharisee. I believe
I endeavoured to show that the term is often improperly applied to
conscientious but ignorant inquirers, who are far from sell-sotisfied;
and who, when the Gospel is set before them, find the thing wh<ch they
had been long groping after. However that may be, I observed the
lad who entered with Mr. Old riveted in attention, with every mark
and symptom of feeling and intelligence, saying little, but modestly
asking now and then an appropriate question. I took occasion,
before I went forward, to inquire after him, and found that young as
he was he was a member of the church, and looked on as a very consistent and promising character. I lived at Olney till the end of 1785,
and in the course of that time I called two or three times, and was
each time more and more struck with the youth's character, though
I said little at Mr. Old's; but before I left Olney, Mr. Carey was out
of his engagement to Mr. Old. I found also that he was sent out as
a probationary preacher, and preached at Moulton; and I said to all
to whom I had access, that he would, if I could judge, prove no ordinary
man. Yet though I often met both old Mr. Ryland, the present
Dr. Ryland, rill:. Hall, and Mr. Fuller, and knew almost every step
taken in forming your Missionary Society,-and though I sometimes
preached near Moulton,-yet it so happened that I do not recollect
having met with him any more till he came to my house in London,
with Mr. Thomas, to desire me to use what influence I had with Mr. G.
to procure them licence to go in the Company's ships as Missionaries
to the British settlements in India, perhaps in 1792. My little influence
was of no avail. What I said of Mr. Carey so far satisfied Mr. G. that
he said, if ~1r. Carey was going alone, or with one equally to be depended
on along with him, he would not oppose him; but his strong disapprobation of Mr. Thomas, on what grounds I know not, induced his negative. I believe Mr. Old died soon after T left Olney, if not just before,
and that his shop, which was a little building apart from the house,
was suffered to go to decay. While in this state 1 several times passed
it. and said to my sons and others with me, 'That is Mr. Carey's College.' Ail it was at that time a mean and ruinous phce, and as I stated
that Mr. Carey was apprenticed to him who owned it, I was by some
means or other cbarged with saying that he was a p.•rish apprentice.
This I neither said, nor meant, nor thought. The Olds were rather a
respectable family, as to temporal things, and I knew nothing of Mr.
Carey's family till afterwards I was informed by a letter of an afflicted
sister of his [Mary Carey], that a sermon which I preached at Creaton
had been the means of her conversion. I from the first thought young
Carey an extraordinary person. I augured the most happy circumstances from his Mission, providing his life were spared. I bad no
doubt but in spite of his disadvantages of education, he would be a
learned man; but he has lived to go beyond, in all respects, my highest
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anticipations. May God still preserve and prosper Illm and Ills!
lily time of life, and many infirmities, lead me to suppose my race
nearly run-but the Lord is very gracious, and I still keep busily
employed. My thanks and best respects to the Committee, and my
thanks to you for the publication.
I relllalD, dear Sir,
"Your friend and fellow-labourer,
H

H

TBOiUAS SCOTT."

THE BISHOP OF LONDON'S ATTACK ON CALVINISM.
To the Editor 0/ THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
My DEAR MR. ORMISTON,-It is no new thing for Bishops to fall foul
of Calvinism, for we find in back numbers of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE
much matter-much useful matter, contributed in reply to a former
Bishop of Lincoln, who attacked it in his day.
And we know also that those who are made manifest in opposition
to such, are approved by God and His Spirit-taught people. God's
Providence has a hand in it, and our duty is plain.
Wishing you grace, and the comforts which attend the Spirit's
power,

I am, my dear Mr. Ormiston,
Yours affectionately in the Truth,
GEORGE ALEXANDER.
35, Chestnut (}rove, Birkenhead.
April 3rd, 1916.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Editor

0/

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

DEAR SIR,-A Minister working amongst the troops writes to me:
" I can never sufficiently thank you for your constant kindness. The
fresh parcel received from you is like Jacob's present to Ills son-nuts
and almonds, etc. (Gen. xliii. 11), and all containing the balm of life.
So useful."
The following encouraging letter from New Zealand will doubtless
be read with interest by the friends of the work: "Your Report just
to hand, and it is with much thankfulness to the God of all grace we
see how He has been working among the men both on sea and land.
What a God is ours! The different letters published are most encouraging, and the reading of them caused us very mnch joy, and we
continue to cry to the Lord for His blessing upon the Scriptures and
books that pass through your hands. It is a grand work, and we can
count on the Lord to bless His own Word, for He has said, 'It shall
not return unto Me void.' Here the Lord has privileged me to give
a Pocket Testament or Gospel to nearly every soldier gone from tills

282

The Gospel Magazine

town, nearly 1500, and we follow them up with prayer. One can not
but feel very sad at the fearful effects of this terrible War, the great
loss of life, the fearful sufferings, the many thousands of families
plunged into mourning. Yet we can look on the bright side and see
that out of it all God is blessing thousands and thousands; getting
glory to His own Name. May the Lord Jesus be very precious to you,
the sense of His love and presence be very real to you, and may the
Lord give you all you need, strength, wisdom, and means to carry on
this blessed work. Enclosed is a draft on London for £5 as a little
help towards the work."
The need now for labouring in the Gospel work is greater than ever.
Praying the Lord to abundantly bless THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
Yours sincerely,
6, Stirling Road, Bath Road,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, April, 1916.

llJtotutant 15earon.
THE BISHOP OF LONDON'S ATTACK UPON CALVINISM.
AT the present time, when the answer of the great ann blessed Jehovah
to the prayers of His people is "by terrible things in righteousness,"
the Bishop of London has made himself somewhat notorious by an
attack upon Calvinism, in which invective is most conspicuous by its
presence, and argument by its absence.
Several letters have appeared in The English Churchman on the
anomalous position of the Bishop in this attack, as well as his insufficiency in his self-imposed task. "Thc Sovereign Grace Union" have
not overlookcd it, but with a praiseworthy prompt.itude have reissued the late Rev. William Parks' truly excellent and timely Tract,
" Calvinism! Why Unpopular?" This may well suffice as an
answer to the Bishop, but I would add an extract from the Rev. J.
Hervey's " Theron and Aspasia," which is at once a testimony to the
Greatness, Omnipotence, Dominion, and Sovereignty of God, and
casting light on some of the incidents now taking place upon the earth.
Might I, however, first ask, Has the Bishop ever read this one work
of dear James Hervey's, wherein all that is excellent and of good
report, all that is Scripturally true and gloriously great and amiable
to a spiritually enlightened eye, are harmoniously blended together
by the skilful pen of a ready writer? Has the Bishop ever read any
one of the fourteen names given by Mr. Parks in the Tract referred to ?
If not, why not? Why should any man, be he Bishop or layman, lay
himself open to Solomon's rebuke, "He that answereth a matter
before he heareth it, it is folly and shame unto him " (Proverbs
... 13) 2.
XVIll.
"On one side," says Mr. Hervey, "the Atlantic Main rolled its
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surges from world to world. Immense, immense diffusion of waters!
What a spectacle of magnificence! What an irresistible incitement
to reverence and awe! How it fills the mind, and amazes the imagin·
ation! 'Tis the grandest and most' august object, under the whole
heavens. It reminds me of that Apocalyptic vision, which John, the
enraptured Seer, beheld! 'As it were a great mountain burning with
fire was cast into the sea: and the third part of the sea became blood;
and the third part of the creatures which were in the sea, and had life,
died; and the third part 0/ the ships were destroyed' (Rev. viii. 8, 9). I
have not penetration enough to discover the spiritual meaning· of this
passage; but I discern a most dreadful grandeur in its plain and
literal sense. If we consider the wonderful compass, and the terrible
force of such an enormous mass of fire; if we consider its horrible and
destructive effects on such a vast body of waters as the third part of
the Ocean; how tremendous and astonishing is the idea! Surely,
nothing but Divine inspiration could suggest these images; as nothing
but an Almighty Arm can execute this vengeance. Who would not
fear an Eternal King That has such weapons and such artillery, reserved
a,gainst the day 0/ battle and war (Job xxxviii. 22, 23) 1 "
I would add to this of Mr. Hervey-It is the same Divine inspiration
that asserts that the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ hath
blessed a people with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in
Christ; according as He hath chosen them in Him before the founda·
tion of the world, that they should be holy and without blame before
Him, a people "predestinated unto the adoption of children by
Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will,"
and all to the praise of the glory of His gra.ce, wherein He hath made
them accepted, not in and by the merit of their own works, but in the
Beloved (Eph. i. 3-6).
And also, that it is the arm of the same Almighty J ehovah that
delivers these from the power of Satan, and out of his kingdom, and
that brings them into the Kingdom of His own dear Son. Satan loses
no subject of his by wafer·worship, cross·carrying, nor by confession
to a popish priest, but he does lose his subjects when the Yea and
Amen everlasting Gospel is preached, attended with power from on
high, even if the preaching thereof be in weakness, in fear, and ill
much tl'erilbling.
Not by the schemes of men in the flesh and destitute of the Spirit
of God, but by His own sent servants (Rom. x. 14) doth Jehovah
gather-not all men, but" a people for His Name" (Acts xv. 14)doth He visit the Gentiles to take out of them a people for His Name.
It is not au attempt, an effort, an endeavour, as Arminians fondly
think, but it is a thing done, accomplished, and sure-made sure to all
the seed, Christ's seed, the Spiritual seed of Abrah"m. And it is the
same Divine inspiration that dechtres that the Lord will have war with
Amalek from generation t,o generation (Exod. xvii. 16).
B£rkenhead.

G. A.
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"JESUS ONLY" IN CHURCH-HEADSHIP.
By THE LATE REV. WILLIAlII FRITH. F.R.G.S.
" The Ohurch. which is Ilis

Body."-EpHESIANS

i. 22, 23.

(Ooncluded trIYm page 239.)

ONE clear evidence of this is seen in Paul's faithful rebuke of Peter,
for his duplicity at Antioch, where he "withstood him to the face.
because he was to be blamed" ! (Gal. ii. 11.) Fancy some minister,
or so-called priest, even a cardinal, even Antonelli, venturing to
question, much less rebuke, the "bull" of the " infallible pontiff" !
What would be the result 1 Exco=unication-" book, bell and
candle!" Yet Peter silently receives this rebuke, and within eight
years afterwards, when writing his letters to the" scattered" saints,
lmd alluding to his fellow Apostle, speaks thus of the man who had
been faithful enough to rebuke him: "Even as our beloved brother
Paul" (2 Peter iii. 15, with Gal. ii. 11).
Now this silence of Scripture, and of history, relative to the matter
of Peter's supremacy, speaks volumes. For if it were true that Christ
really had appointed Peter (to have been the Visihle Head of His
Church on earth) and his successors over the Church at Rome, He
would surely have made it so plain that there could have been no
mistake! For it is not for a moment to be supposed that He Who is
"wise in counsel and excellent in working," would have left so
important a matter to the uncertain medium of tradition, as the
Romanists affirm.
Besides, the silence of Scripture on this point is most astounding,
if there be such a thing as an Authoritative Head of His Church on
earth!
It is indeed evident from Scripture, that there would be a continuance of Christian ministers on earth, to the end of this age or dispensation. Here is the explicit testimony of the Holy Ghost: Paul,
speaking in the Holy Ghost, says (1 Tim. ii. 7), " I am ordained "(by whom 1 Peter 1)-" a preacher, and an apostle, (I speak the truth
in Christ, and lie not ;), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and verity."
Then in Paul's letter to Titus (" ordained the first bishop of the Church
of the Cretians ") he says, chapter i. 5: "For this cause left I thee
in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that are wanting,
and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee." Again,
Paul says, Eph. iv. 11 : "He gave some, apostles: and some, prophets:
and some, evangelists: and some, pastors and teachers; for the
perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying
of the Body of Christ." Now this was written, at least, about thirty
years after our blessed Lord's ascension to glory, and yet here is no
mention of, 01' allusion to, anyone particular Minister, Elder, or
Apostle, who should have either a partial or total, local or <Ecumenical
supremacy! And the entire absence of any mention or allusion is,
to us, a satisfactory evidence that there was not.hing of the kind for
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which the Romish; Greek, and some part of the Anglican Church,
contend.
Nor is there any word used in the Greek Testament, peculiar to
Peter, which is not used of all the Apostles.
But there is one thing which must never be overlooked in this
matter, and that is, that these servants of the Lord are always spoken
of as of equal authority as to office, though they may have differed
as to gifts and talents; yet without violating the oneness of the
brotherhood. They were all "fellow-servants," or "yoke-fellows,"
and received" not honour one of another," that" in all things He
[Jesus] might have the preeminence" !
Mr. Jebb says, "The Church is a body made up of every living
creature whom His Spirit inhabits; that body which shall hereafter
fill the courts of heaven, and live for ever; of this all Christian persons
are the limbs or members."
This is quite in harmony with the teaching of the New Testament;
and one would wish that every minister of the everlasting Gospel, of
every denomination, would endeavour to speak thus. How much
bickering and strife would be prevented! And how very easy it
would be for all to be obedient to the apostolic injunction, " Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace" !
And in these days when the Protestant interest requires to be " knit
together in love," how important that this should be specially regarded
in a practical way! Only let each Christian see this grand old truth
of the oneness of Christ's Church, and act accordingly, and it will
prove one of the best safeguards against the exclusive animus of both
Romanism and Ritualism.
Well would it have been for the spiritual interests of the Church of
Christ on earth, we think, if things had" continued as they were from
the beginning"! But it is not so; though it is as it was prophesied :"I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter
in among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall
men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after
them" (Acts xx. 29, 30).
And this prophecy was fulfilled in the first century, and is still
fulfilling, and, in its very fulfihnent, proving that the " Apostolical
Succession" is a vain conceit, and not a blessed reality. But our
consolation is, that" grace reigns," not certainly through the" successors of the Apostles," but through "Jesus Christ our Lord." He
Who is " the Head of the Body" ever liveth, and declares, " Lo, I am
with you alway, even unto the end of the world."
And while this notion has excited and nourished pride and ambition,
and acted like a blasting influence on the true and noble feeling
of fraternal equality; violated the spirit and letter of Scripture;
dishonoured Christ and belied His words,-" One is your Master, even
,Christ; and all ye are brethren "-we can repose our hope and confidence on this, that "He walketh amid the golden candlesticks,"
holding all the" seven stars in His right hand," and" working all and
in all."
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Let us then, both in theory and in practice, ignore any supreme
Headship in the Church of Christ on earth. It is one of " the traditions
of the elders." And while it is right to give to those who are" ministers of the Word," "double honour," who" labour in the Word and
doctrine," and to " esteem them very highly in love for their work's
sake," let it never be forgotten that they are" men of like passions"
with others, and" compassed with infirmity," and are" your servants
for Christ's sake." They are" earthen vessels," that" the excellency
of the power may be of God, and not of us." "Who then is Paul,
and who is Apollos, but ministers (diakonoi) by whom ye believed,
even as the Lord gave to every man?" "So then neither is he that
planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God That giveth
the increase" (1 Cor. iii. 5, 7).
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.
'fHE Committee will warmly welcome readers of THE GOSPEL
WlAGAZlNE at the approaching Anniversaries, advertisements of which
will appear from time to time upon the pages of the Cover. Never
was the need greater than now for all who loye the truths with which
this MAGAZINE is identified, to seek opportunities for fellowship and
service, and what more blessed object here, than the welfare of the
Lord's aged poor?
Many of our friends have recently passed away, among them Mt.
Alfred Sharp, for many years a supporter, and a constant visitor at our
meetings. His father, l\'h. Samuel Sharp, of Old Change, was well
known in the City, and was a Trustee and Member of the Board for
many years. Some of our subscribers are unable, through reduction
in income, to contribute as much as formerly, and to cover this loss
Cullecting-Boxes are being issued, with satisfactory results. A box
will be sent to any friend upon application. With the commencement
of a new financial year, special efforts are being made to obtain
additional annual subscribers of small sums. The Secretary has
visited Bex[ey and other places in the interests of the Society.
The seven Homes are peaceful dwellings for 200 of the pensioners,
and the Committee feel that the Society is now amply provide<!- for in
tIllS respect, and that the sustaining and extending the primary work
of the Institution-the granting of life-pensions to aged Christians
in their own little homes-should be emphasized.
A few brief references to some of "the strangers and pilgrims"
now upon our books, or but lately departed, may prove helpful and
interesting. By Divine grace many are enabled to testify, " Upwards,
Onwards, Heavenwards, Homewards!" "Willing rather to be
absent from the body, and to be at home with the Lord" (R.V.). It
is theirs to unfold the scroll of memory and to read the lines; one
page lights up their faces with a smile, whilst another is wetted with
their tears.
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The details of the struggles to obtain a livelihood, by some on the
pension list, are painful. Failing health has compelled some to
relinquish plain needlework; others have tried mangling, but were
not strong enough; one has for years kept a small day-school, but
it has fallen away to almost nothing; some have become blind and
deaf, and paralysis has incapacitated others. Thankful indeed they
are for the regular and permanent aid from the Society. In a letter,
one who has passed away says, "l\fy only property here is my grave,"
but all can testify to the hold·fast of the tie that binds"That cord can ne'er be broken,
'Tis held by God alone;

His own seal is the token;
He knows, He helps His

O~-n.l'

ltehtewll anb jl,Otlcell of lSoob.
HALF-HoURS WITH ISAIAH. By the REV. JOSEPH P. WILES, M.A.
Pp. 320. Price 3s. 6d. (LONDON: MORGAN & SCOTT, LTD., 12,
Paternoster Buildings, KC.)
Some of our readers are doubtless already acquainted with the
tboughtful, painstaking, and illuminating style of the scholarly Author
of this valuable book, recently published, through having in their
possession an earlier and smaller work, "Half-Hours with the Minor
Prophets." Mr. Wiles has counted no labour too great to ensure
accuracy. "Many readers of the Holy Bible," as the Author states
in his Introduction, "are entirely unacquainted with the languages in
which it was originally written, and are otherwise shut out from various
sources of knowledge which are open to the theologian and the commentator. For such readers this book is intended; and its one object
is to make plain to them the true and primary meaning of the Prophecies of Isaiah." And we may truly say, and we feel sure the readers
of it will agree, that the Author has attained his desire. We can not
do better than quote the words of the Bishop of Durham in the Preface,
written by him: "The main lines of interpretation much commend
themselves to my judgment. . . . Readers will find these pages full
of suggestion. To all they will set an example of patient, humble.
attentive investigation of the meaning of the words in which, through
man, the Holy Spirit spake to the fathers, and speaks to us. My
deepest sympathy with this book is attracted by its calm, unreserved
allegiance to the written Word as indeed ' the Word of God, which
liveth and abideth for ever' . . . the Word to man, tbrough men, of
God, carrying nothing less (this is the crucial point) than Hi" authority.
. . . God speed the message of these pages, to the benefit of His Church
and the glory of His Name." And we reverently add to that Oill'
Amen.
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BRADFORD'S DEFENCE OF ELECTION. With a Short Account of the
Life of the Author by "PASTOR H. ATHERTON. WITH PORTRAIT
OF JOHN BRADFORD. Pp. 74. Price 6d., and Is. (LONDON:
C. J. FARNCOMDE & SONS, LTD., 30, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate
Circus, E.C.)
The" Sovereign Grace Union" is doing good and lasting service iu
re-issning such works as this. These were the truths, taught them by
the Holy Spirit, in defence of which the Reformers were faithful eVeJr
unto death. They were giants in those days. They fought not as
those who beat the air. They set forth the whole oounsel of God
without fear of oonsequences, very often from the prison itself, as
John Bradford did in this valuable and enduring treatise.
A CATECHISM ON THE DOCTRINES OF GRACE. Edited by HENRY
ATHERTON. Pp. 88. Prioe 6d., and Is., postage 3d. (LONDON:
C. J. FARNCOMBE & SONS, LTD., 30, Imperial Bnildings, Ludgate
Cirous, E.C.)
This Catechism was issued formerly by the late Rev. R. Hale, and
is now re·issued by the" Sovereign Grace Union." In the prefaoe
Mr. Atherton writes: "The Cateohism is Scriptural and faithful to
the Reformed Churohes' Confession of Faith, "ithout bcing controversial in character." The definitions and answers are clear, and
Scripture references are given as the sole authority. We could wish
that capital letters had been used in the case of all pronouns referring
to the Godhead.
DEFENCE OF THE DOCTRINES OF GRACE. By the late REV. ALFRED
HEWLETT, D.D., Vicar of Astley. Pp. 16. Price Id., postage td.
(pastor Henry Atherton, 100-102 The Grove, Camberwell,
London, S.E.)
This is another of the Reprints of the" Sovereign Grace Union." It
is an able defence of the Doctrines of Grace, and contains some important quotations from the Reformers, showing that these men of God
gloried in the truth of God's electing love. We warmly commend it.
CALVINISM! WHY UNPOPULAR? By the late REV. W. PARKS, RA.,
Rector of Openshaw. Price 2s. per 100; 7s. 6d. per 500;
lOs. per 1000, carriage paid. (Pastor Henry Atherton, 100-102
The Grove, Camberwell, London, S.E.)
This is reprinted by the" Sovereign Grace Union" as a short, but
effective, reply to the recent attack on Calvinism by the Bishop of
London. Anything by the virile and Spirit-taught pen of the late
Rev. W. Parks can be trusted to go to the root of the matt~r, as in this
leaflet, in which the question is answered unhesitatingly in a striking
and Scriptural manner.

