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THE JOYFUL SOUND.
" Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound: they shall walk,
o LORD, in the light 01 Thy countenance. In Thy Name shall
they rejoice all the day: and in Thy righteousness shall they
be ezalted."-PSALM Ixxxix. 15, 16.
BLESSEDNESS or happiness is frequently ascribed to GOD'S people
in the Psalms. The Psalter opens by saying, " Blessed is the man
that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the
way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful." That man
is blessed or happy who is walking in the narrow way, in h.oly
separation from worldly and ungodly companionships. He is
blessed whose" delight is in the law of the LORD," and who meditates therein day and night. How few there are, even in this land
of Bibles, who can say, " 0 how love I Thy law! It is my meditation all the day" (Psa. cm. 97).
Another ground of blessedness is the assurance of full, free, and
everlasting forgiveness. "Blessed is he whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered" (Psa. xxxii. 1). To hear the voice
of the LORD speaking sweetly to our souls, and saying, " thy sins,
which are many, are forgiven," fills us with happiness and joy.
This is the possible experience of those who rely upon the blood
and righteousness of CHRIST as the 80le ground of acceptance. "I
am firmly of opinion" (says Toplady) "that the man who reads'
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and professes to believe the Bible must have a large stock of a-ssur·
•
ance in the worst sense of the word (i.e. of audaciousness and
effrontery), if he venture to deny that assurance in the best sense
of the word, or a clear perception and conviction of interest in
GOD'S pardoning love, is the possible privilege of CHRIST'S con·
verted people."
.
Another character to whom blessedness is ascribed is the man
who trusts in the LORD. "0 taste and see that the LORD is good:
blessed is the man that trusteth in Him" (Psa. xxxiv. 8). In like
manner, "Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound.". It
is evident that blessedness is the portion of the go~ly man. He
has his trials. Many are his afflictions; sorrows, temptations, and
difficulties come to him as well as to others. Nevertheless, he is
happy beneath t~em all. "Happy is he that hath the GOD of
Jacob for His help, whose hope is in the LORD his GOD" (Psa.
cx1vi. 5).
"Come, ye that love the LORD,
And let your JOYs be known;
Join in a song with sweet accord,
And thus surround the throne."
We desire especially to write of the blessedness attaching to
those who know the joyful sound. The margin of the Revised
Version translates the "trumpet sound." There would thw;
appear to be an allusion to the two silver trumpets which were
made at GOD'S command, and were used on various occasions in
the history of the children of Israel. (Num. x.) These trumpets
were to be sounded by'" the sons of Aaron, the priests, and may
therefore typify the voice of CHRIST, our great High Priest, or His
messengers sounding forth the joyful message of the Gospel.
First, then, let 'US consider what is meant by the joyful sound.
1. It is the voice of CHRIST announcing spiritual liberty.
In the year of Jubilee the trumpet-probably the silver trumpet
-was to be sounded. " Then shalt thou cause the trumpet of the
Jubilee to sound on the tenth day of the seventh month, in the day
of atonement shall ye make the trumpet sound throughout all your
land. And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty
throughout all the land unto all the inhabitants thereof" (Lev.
xxv. 8--10). This proclamation of liberty, ushered in by the sound

The Gospel Magazine

195

of a trumpet; and following the making of atonement, is evidently
alluded to by our LORD when He says, "The Spirit of the LORD
GOD is upon Me; because He hath anointed Me to preach good
tidings unto the meek; He hath sent Me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the
prison to them that are bound" (Isa. Ixi. 1). On the basis of His
finished atonement, CHRIST and all His sent messengers are able
to proclaim liberty to those who are in the bondage of sin and Satan.
He hath redeemed and delivered His people from the bondage of
sin, and its awful penalty, by His precious and atoning blood. His
Spirit, by His regenerating and sanctifying power, brings them into
the enjoyment of the blessings of redemption. He convicts them
of ,sin, makes them aware of their spiritual bondage, reveals to
them the liberating, pardoning, and saving value of CHRIST'S
blood, makes them free from the service of sin, and causes them
to " become servants of GOD." The joyful sound of the Gospel is a
proclamation of spiritual liberty and spiritual deliverance.
Through Divine grace, men who are bound with the chain of
their sins, and who are helpless to bring about their own deliverance,
are emancipated. They are saved from their sins, redeemed from
the curse, delivered from the power of darkness and translated into
the kingdom of GOD'S dear SON. The trumpet which announces
such blessings must indeed be a joyful sound to those who have
been made aware of their wofulstate. Oh, how their hearts are filled
with gladness when the chains wherewith they are bound fall oH,
and they know of a surety that GOD hath delivered them out of
the hand of their eneInies, in order that they might serve Him in
holiness and righteousness all the days of their life.
2. The joyful sound is the voice of CHRIST announcing spiritual
restoration.
When the Jubilee trumpet sounded they were to "return every
man unto his possession" (Lev. xxv. 10). They were to take
possession of their forfeited inheritance. The joyful sound of the
Gospel tells us of paradise regained. It announces" an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away,"
which is reserved in heaven for GOD'S elect, sanctified, cleansed,
and kept people. It tells of everlasting life, instead of everlasting
punishment. It tells o(shining forth as the sun in the kingdom of
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GOD, instead of " a furnace of fire" and " wailing and gnashing of
teeth." It tells of going in with CHRIST to the marriage, instead
of exclusion by a shut door. It tells of obtaining salvation by our
LORD JESUS CHRIST, instead of enduring the wrath to come.
3. The joyful sound is the voice of CHRIST announcing the way
of access and of worship.
In reference to the silver trumpets we read, " When they shall
blow with them, all the assembly shall assemble themselves to thee
at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation" (Num. x. 3).
The trumpets thus called GOD'S people to the tabernacle where
GOD dwelt. CHRIST announces the way of access to the heavenly
tabernacle. He says, "I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life:
no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me." His voice calls His
people into the Holiest. It tells them they have boldness to enter
into the Holiest by His blood, to obtain mercy and find grace to
help in time of need (Heb. iv. 16; x. 19). Moreover His voice
bids His people to assemble themselves together, that they may
unitedly on the LORD'S day draw near to the heavenly tabernacle.
Blessed are they who hear His voice calling them to private, social,
and public worship, and calling them to a right use of the LORD'S
day.
4. The joyful sound is the voice of CHRIST announcing the way in
which His people are to walk.
They are pilgrims. They are journeying to their heavenly
inheritance. They need guidance as to their path. An alarm was
to be blown by the silver trumpets when the children of Israel were
·-to go forward on their journeys (Num. x. 5, 6). The trumpets,
therefore, called them to march in the Divinely-appointed way.
They were guided as to their movements by the sound of the trumpets. It was a blessed thing for them that they were not left to
themselves either as to the time or direction of their journeys. The
LORD was their Guide, and" He led them forth by the right way."
The LORD JESUS, by His Word and by His providence, directs His
people as to the time and direction of their movements. " When
He putteth forth His Own sheep, He goeth before them, and the
sheep follow Him: for they know His voice" (John x. 4). They
are safe if they walk in His footsteps, and they are blessed if they
listen only to His voice as to the way wherein they are to walk.
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5. The joyful sound is the voice of CHRIST calling His people to
war/are.
During the great war large numbers have joyfully and keenly
heard the call which has come to them to rally to the forces of the
king against the foes of our country. Warfare was sometimes
necessary with the people of Israel. "If ye go to war in your land
against the enemy that oppresseth you, then ye shall blow an alarm
with the trumpets; and ye shall be remembered before the LORD
your GOD, and ye shall be saved from your enemies" (Num. x. 9).
The trumpets were designed to stir up the people to readiness for
warfare.
In this case there could be no hesitation, for they were under
Divine direction. Spiritual warfare is always necessary. Every
believer is a soldier of CHRIST. To fight the LORD'S battles, to be
valiant for the truth, and to range ourselves unceasingly against
the world, the flesh, and the devil, is the duty of every follower of
CHRIST.

With alacrity and joy shall we hear His voice calling us to be
strong in Him and to put on the whole armour of GOD, that we
may be able to stand against all the forces of evil. How beautiful
to notice that the same trumpet which called the children of Israel
to war was also designed to remind their Covenant GOD of their
need, and to call down His saving help. "Ye shall be remembered
before the LORD your GOD, and ye shall' be saved from your
enemies." May we not gather from this, that, through the prevailing intercession of our great High Priest, we, too, are remem·
bered before the LORD our GoD, and He puts forth the hand of His
power to give us victory over our spiritual enemies ~ The LORD
is indeed mindful of His people in their spiritual conflicts.
Secondly, let us think 0/ the blessedness 0/ tholle who know the joy/ul
sound.
They are blessed in having an ear to 'distinguish it from other
sounds. CHRIST'S sheep have ears to hear His voice. "They
know not the voice of strangers." "A stranger will they not
follow" (John x. 5). Dr. Gill says, "The trumpet of the Gospel
gives a certain sound . . . it is a soul.charming, alluring sound.
. . . It is a blessing to hear it, but it is a greater blessing to kn<m
it, not merely notionally, but spiritually and experimentally; so

·.
198

The Gospel Magazine

as not only to approve of it, and be delighted with it, but so as to
distinguish it from all other sounds; and by faith to receive it,
and appropriate the things it publishes to a man's soul." Truly
blessed are they who have heard the sweet truths of the Gospel and
the voice of CHRIST effectually calling them. They are blessed in
being brought into spiritual liberty and free access to the GOD of
all grace; blessed in being directed into, and guided 'in, the narrow
way; and olessed in being called to fight in the cause of truth,
righteousness, and holiness. But the Psalmist also gives three
specific grounds of blessedness as appertaining to those who know
the joyful sound.
1. "They shall walk, 0 LORD, in the light ot Thy countenance."
They shall walk in the light which emanates from GOD'S face.
They shall enjoy His presence and smile. They shall feel con·
scious that He is near them, and delights in them. He will countenance them. He will own them. He will acknowledge them
as His people,. His children, His family. So greatly will they value
the light of His presence.that their constant prayer wiU be, " LORD,
lift Thou up the light of Thy countenance upon us" (Psa. iv. 6).
An old Scotchman, converted many years ago through a tract
given him by his mistress, said to us very fervently, after we had
talked and prayed with him, " May Heaven's smile be upon you! "
Blessed are they who realize that GOD is smiling upon them.
2. "In Thy Name shall they rejoice all the day." That is, they
shall rejoice in the LORD Himself. They shall rejoice in His infinite
wisdom, His eternal love, His almighty power, and His supcrabounding and sovereign grace. They shall rejoice in His justifying righteousness, His enduring mercy, His unfailing faithfulness.
They shall rejoice in the Person, the offices, and the work of His
·dear SON. They shall rejoice in the comfort, the strength, the
teaching, and the sanctifying influences of GOD the HOLY GHOST.
Their joy may have its interruptions, but all the day long they will
have unceasing reason to rejoice in the Name of their Covenant
GOD.
3. "In Thy righteoUlJness shall they be exalted."
Through" the righteousness of GOD" they are exalted spiritually,
.brought out of the horrible pit of sin, and set upon a rock. They
are exalted from being slaves of the devil to be the sons and
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daughters of the LORD Almighty. Clothed with the robe of
CHRIST'S righteousness, they will finally be exalted to sit with Him
on His throne and to live and reign with Him. Not in their righteousness, but in His shall they be exalted. All human merit is
excluded. May it be ours to walk in the light of GOD'S countenance,
to rejoice in Him all the day, and finally in the words of Toplady", to
be exalted "'in and by Virtue of that Divine righteousness which
GOD the SON wrought out, which GOD the FATHER imputes, which
GOD the SPIRIT applies, and felt emptying faith receives."
"Thanks, we give, and adoration,
For Thy Gospel's joyful sound:
May the fruits of Thy salvation
In our hearts and lives abound;
May Thy presence
With us evermore be found! "
WmTINGTON VICARAGE,
STOKE FERRY, NORFOLK.

THE EDITOR.

•

THE ISRAEL OF GOD.
WHEN Moses sang at the Red Sea, it was his joy to know that all
Israel were safe. Not a drop of spray fell from that solid wall until
the last of God's Israel had safely planted his foot on the other side
the flood. That done, immediately the floods dissolved into their
proper pll!,ce again, but not till then. Part of that song was, " Thou
in Thy mercy hast led forth the people which Thou hast redeem~d."
In the last time, when the elect shall sing the song of "Moses, the servant
of God, and of the Lamb, it shall be the boast of Jesus, " Of all whom
Thou hast given Me I have lost none." In heaven there shall be no
vacant throne.
" For all the chosen race
Shall meet around the throne,
Shall bless the conduct of His grace,
And make His glories known."
As many as God hath chosen, as many as Christ hath redeemed, as
many as the Spirit hath called, as many as believe in Jesus, shall
safely cross the dividing sea.-C. H. Spurgeon.
The Ormiston Memorial Tablet.-·We learn that this tablet to the
memory of the late beloved Editor of this Magazme will (D.V.) be
unveiled on Lord's-day evening, May 5th, at St. Mary-Ie-port Church,
Bristol, after the usual service. Friends in the neighbourhood are
specially invited to the service at 6.30 p.m.
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mta!}stbr jtotes.
GOD'S LOVE KNOWN' AND BELIEVED.
" We have known and believed the love that God hath to us."~
1 JOHN iv. 16.

disciple whom Jesus loved delighted to dwell en God's love
to His people. It is one of the chief themes of this Epistle. In
this brief and inspired letter the verb" to love '" occurs twentyeight times, and the noun occurs eighteen times.· We who have
tasted that the Lord is gracious cannot dwell too much upon" the
love that God hath to us." Nothing will cheer us more than a
constant and ever-increasing realization of His unfathomable love
for all the objects of His redeeming grace.
THE

" How rich, how free, is love Divine!
Oh, how resplendent doth it shine!
Its bursting glory charms the saints,
And banishes their sad complaints.
"rhe highest pleasures we can prove,
Flow from this great and glorious love;
Oh, 'tis a most delightful thing,
Infinite love to chant and sing."

May His enabling grace be granted while we endeavour to write

on this theme! May His Spirit give to us a fuller knowledge or
that love, 3D:d may we who ~ite and read have an increasing
assurance of the boundless, the unchanging, the matchless, and the
eternal love of God for His people.
First, let us endeavour to think 01 the love which God hath to His
people.
That is the topic upon' which the Apostle writes. "God is love,"
and He doth indeed love His people.
L His love IJr them is prior to their love lor Him.
It is a love' which is first in the field. " We love' Him, because
He first loved us " (1 John iv. 19). This is one great feature of His
love, that He loved His people b~fore they ever thought of loving
;Him. He loved them before they were born. He loved them
before sin entered. lIe loved them before the world was made.
He loved them before the stars began to shine. He loved them
from eternity ~ This is ,evident, for. they were chosen in Christ
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before the foundation of the world, and their salvation is due to
His Own purpose and grace given them in Christ Jesus before the
world began (Eph. i. 4; 2 Tim. i. 9). That love watches over
God's people'llt their birth, hedges up their path during childhood
and youth, is eventually revealed to their souls by the Holy Ghost,
and, having been much felt and experienced in time, will for ever
be enjoyed in eternity. While they were dead in sin and living in
open rebel1ion against Him, He loved them. Perhaps one was an
atheist, denying the very existence of God, a blasphemer of His
holy Name, and one who ridiculed His inspired Word. We have
a book in our possession written by one who was for twenty years a
prominent atheist and socialist, but God spoke to him while travelling alone in a railway carriage in the Rocky Mountains, and even·
tually made him a humble believer in the Lord Jesus Christ. He
loved him during the twenty years of his atheism. Another may
have been a drunkard, a swearer, a Sabbath-breaker, yet God
loved him, and eventually saved him. What an awful character
John Newton was at one time, but how much God loved him,
though he knew it not! Well might he subsequently sing,
" Amazing grace! (how sweet the sound !)
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found;
Was blind, but now I see."
Yes, dear fellow·believers, "God, Who is rich in mercy, for His
great love wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead in sins,
hath quickened us together with Christ" (Eph. ii. 4, 5). He hath
said, "Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore
with lovingkindness have I drawn thee» (Jer. xxxi. 3). Let us
also remember that even those of His people who were never given
over to the grosser forms of sin, and whose lives were outwardly
moral and upright, have still superabounding reason to adore God
for His sovereign and eternal love to them. Though they knew it
not, their hearts were "deceitful above all things, and desperately
wicked» (Jer. xvii. 9), and they owe it to infinite love that they
are saved from the wrath to come.
2. His love tor them is atoning in its charader.
" Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us,
and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins» (1 John iv. 10).
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By nature we were" childIen of wrath, even as otliers." We
were worthy of death, being transgressors of His holy law, but God
ir. rich mercy sent His dear Son to satisfy the just demands of His
law. By His determinate counsel and foreknowledge He delivered
Him up to die, the Just One for the unjust, that they might be
saved from ·the just penalty of their sins. "God .so loved the
world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." Through the
atoning and substitutionary death of God's dear Son all believers
have redemption from the curse, eternal forgiveness of all their
sins, a place in the family of God, and an everlasting inheritance
in heaven. How awful indeed would have been our case if God's
love had not devised the scheme by which He could be just and
the Justifier of him who believeth in Jesus! We owe it to the love
of our God that His dear Son voluntarily and willingly died for our
sins, gave Himself a ransom in our stead.
"Inscribed upon the cross we see,
In shining letters, 'God is love.'
He bears our sins upon the tree,
He brings us mercy from above."
" God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us " (Rom. v. 8).
3. God's love to His people is life-giving.
" In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that
God sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live
through Him (I John iv. 9). Life spiritual and eternal is the outcome, the result of Divine love. By nature we are " alienated from
the life of God," we are dead to Him, and dead in sins; but because
we are" predestinated to the adoption of children," God hath sent
forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, to cause us to pass from
death unto life, and to enable us to say, " Abba, Father" (see Gal.
iv. 4-6; Eph. i. 5). Spiritual and eternal life and eternal blessedness are ours in Christ, and they flow to us from the eternal fountain
of God's love. "God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is
in His Son. He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not .
the Son of God hath not life" (I John v. 11, 12).
Our God hath loved us and given us everlasting consolation and
good hope through grace.
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4. GorJ:s love to His people is parental.
It is the love of the Father. H~ Who is the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ determined to bring into filial relationship with Himself a great multitude which no man can number. As the result of
this eternal purpose He calls, regenerates, and adopts sinners of
mankind, and thus manifests them as His sons and daughters.
Here, again, Divine love is the moving cause. "Behold" (0
believers), "Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed
upon us, that we should be called the sons of God" (1 John iii. 1).
Take special notice of this marvellous manifestation of Divine love.
Think upon it. Meditate upon it. Gaze with adoring wonder on
the love that has put you into the family of God. God might, if
He chose, have blessed you greatly, and yet have kept you at a
distance from Himself. But He has begotten you into His family,
He has numbered you amongst His children, He has pressed you
to His heart as His child. He has thus brought you near to Himself. You are a member of His household. You sit at the King's
table. He has made Himself responsible to supply all your wants
and watch over your interests, and to keep you under His guardian,
care.
"Pause, my soul! adore, and wonder!
Ask, 'Oh! why snch love to me 1 '
Grace has put me in the number
Of the Saviour's family;
Hallelujah!
Thanks, eternal thanks, t.o Thee."
" Beloved, now are we the sons of God." Do not hesitate, then,
to rest assured of this blessed fact. " The world knoweth us not."
It doth not recognize the heavenly dignity to which we have been
called; but we are nevertheless the children of the King of kings.
We are in the highest sense the seed Royal. "It doth not yet
appear what we shall be," but we know that when our Lord doth
appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is. We
know that we are predestinated to be conformed to the image of
God's Son. OUr bodies, too, shall be fashioned like unto the body
of His glory (Phil. iii. 21). Being children, we are heirs of future
glory and blessedness.
" A hope so much Divine
May trials well endure,
May purge our sonls from sense and sin,
As Christ the Lord is pure."-Watts.
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5. GO<!: s love to Hu people is perpetual.
As it was in eternity, so it is now, and so it ever shall be. If God's
love to us were due to the loveliness of our character, or to any
desert or merit on our part, it would have ceased long ago. If it
depended on the warmth of our love to Him, how soon would it
have ceased! Blessed be His Name, however, He loved us though
He knew full well how wicked and rebellious our hearts would be.
He loved us in spite of our sins, and He still loves in spite of our
coldness towards Him. Yea, He will go on loving. We are persuaded that nothing shall be able to separate us from the love of
God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord (Rom. viii. 38, 39).
"I change, He changes not,
The Christ can never die;His love, not mine, the resting-place,
His truth, not mine, the tie."-Dr. H. Bo-nar.
-

SeJ:JOndly, let us notice that God's people have known and believed
tJLis love.
They have known it and believed it from the testirn<m,y of the
written Word.
The inspired Scriptures continually declare it. They know it
from the ancient promises; they know it from the typical sacrifices; they" know it from the incarnation, the life, the death, the
resurrection, the ascension, and the glorification of their Redeemer,
as recorded in Scripture. They see the love of God embodied in
the gracious words, the merciful deeds, and the redeeming work of
Christ. The love of God is writ large upon the pages of Scripture,
and from its testimony the saints know and believe the love that
God hath to them.
They have also known and believed it from the testimony of the
Spirit. "The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the
Holy Ghost which is given unto us" (Rom. v. 5). "The Spirit
Itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of
God" (Rom. viii. 16). We have" an unction from the Holy One,"
and we know all things, including the love that God hath to us.
We can no more donbt the love of God to us than we can doubt
our own existence. The pen of inspiration declares it, and the indwelling Spirit assures us of it. He communicates to us a sweet
sense of God's love. He enables us .to see its character and to
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realize something of its vastness, its height, its depth, its length,
and its breadth. We have therefore known and believed it.
Moreover, we have experie:nced it. We know that it was in love
and pity He redeemed us. In love He called us by His grace. In
love He quickened us by His Spirit. In love He blotted our sins.
In love He brought us near to Himself. We know, too, that love
to us has caused Him to direct our paths, answer our prayers, and
to work wondrously on our behalf. In a thousand ways we have
experienced His love. We, therefore, say without hesitation and
with hearts full of gratitude, "We have known and believed the
love that God hath to us."
THE EDITOR.
WHITINGTON VICARAGE,
STOKE FERRY, NORFOLK.

A SABBATH HYMN.
TRY presence, Lord, we fain would seek
In this Thy House of Prayer;
Oh, fill us with Thy joy and peace,
And banish doubt and care.
As we before Thy Throne on high
Kneel, and our sins confess,
Forgive us, Saviour, and impute
To us Thy righteousness.
For all the evil we have done
In thought and word and deed,
We humbly seek Thy pardon, Lord,
And Thule atonement plead.
And then from prayer we turn to praise,
Raise high the heavenly song:
On wings of faith we rise, and stand
Amid Thine angel-throng.
From earthly thoughts avert us, Lord,Oh, may this Sabbath be
A day of rest and prayer and praise
And fellowship with Thee!
Sunday Evening,
Oct. 1st, 1911.

TRE LATE HERBERT HOUGHTON_
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Whoso keepeth the fig-tree shall eat the fruit thereof: so he that waiteth
on his master shall be hOMured. "-.PROVERBS xxvii. 18.

refreshing and very acceptable is the shade of the fig-tree in the
East. It grows both on barren and fertile soil, so that a traveller
arriving at a waste place, devoid of house or building, may turn aside
and rest and be refreshed from the heat of the sun in the shade of the
large and verdant leaves of the fig-tree. Such a retreat was found and
welcomed by the saintly Robert Murray M'Cheyne in his travels in the
Holy Land. "As we approached" (the village of Deer-esnait) "one
of the camel·drivers, pointing to a cluster of six large fig-trees, cried
out, ' Tacht et·teen,' 'under the fig-tree.' And soon we felt the pleasantness of this shade, for there is something peculiarly delightful in the
shade of the fig-tree. It is far superior to the shelter of a tent, and
perhaps even the shadow of a rock; since not only does the mass of
heavy foliage completely exclude the rays of the sun, but the traveller
finds under it a peculiar coolness arising from the ail' gently creeping
through the branches. Hence the force of the Scripture expression,
, When thou wast under the fig-tree I saw thee! 'and the prophecy, ' In
that day shall ye call every man his neighbour under the vine and under
the fig·tree.' Restored and happy Israel shall invite one another to
sit down beneath their embowering shade to recount the glorious acts
of the Lord."
'
Thus much for the tree itself. Then there is the fruit. How acceptable in a dry and thirsty land! Our Lord Himself would have availed
Himself (condescending Lord and Creator of all as He was) of the fruit
of the tree, and when He came and saw" nothing out leaves," He cursed
it, thereby teaching His disciples the lesson of fruitfulness. "Every
branch in Me that beareth not fruit, He taketh away, and every branch
that beareth fruit, He purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.
Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself,
except it abide in the vine: no more can ye except ye abide in Me."
So it is the Husbandman's duty and calling to plant and water, tend
and care for, watch and culture the growth of these fig-trees. The
truth of our text is thus verified: "Whoso keepeth the fig:tree shall
eat the fruit thereof."
. "The husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and
hath long patience 'for it," but he is rewarded for his diligent care
presently. He" shall eat the fruit thereof."
So the preacher of the Gospel. "He that ploweth should plow in
hope; and that he that thresheth in hope should be partaker of his
hope." The promise will be verified, "They that sow in tears shall
reap in joy. He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed,
shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him."
VERY
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Every sower has to go forth in faith to " sow beside all waters." In
the morning he is to sow his seed, and at evening to withhold not his
hand. The comfortable assurance is to faith's planting, "Thou
knowest not whether shall prosper, or whether they both shall be alike
good." This, or that, or both! The Great Husbandmanlooketh well
for fruit-for more fruit, and for mueh fruit to abound to His glory!
Paul well knew this! He might" plant'" and Apollos might" water,"
but in vain unless God gave" the increase." And that which is sown
in faith is graciously increased. The God of faithful labourers and
workmen will see that their labour is not in vain in Himself. The
word, sown in faith, cannot return unto Him void. It must accomplish the Divine purpose, and is accepted by Him as a sweet savour.
Wearisome times, many bitter disappointments and delayed hopes
may be their portion; but
" All unseen the Master walketh
By His toiling serva.nt's side,

Comfortable words He speaketh,
Whilst His hands uphold and guide."
And whether it be from preacher or pew, from teacher or taught, the
individual desire is, Am I a plant of the Heavenly Husbaudman's
planting ~ Am I an object of His desire; and does He delight in me 1
If so, the soul can join in singing" 0 Spirit I on Christ's garden blow,
And cause the spices all to- flow
As gra.ce for gra.ce each suits;

For then will our Beloved come
Into this garden of Hi. own,
And eat His pleasant fruits."
Oh! the blessed posture and portion of any plant of the Heavenly
Father's Right Hand planting! Who can say, "Let my Beloved
come into His garden and eat His pleasant fruits." Content are such
to have known the wakening of the north wind, in the peaceable
fruits of righteousness "afterward"! For our text has to do with
this experience. "Whoso keepeth the fig-tree shall eat the fruit
thereof." I take it there is an allusion here to the solitary condition
of a soul shut up to God alone-and tried much and long, it may be,
by the trial 'of faith.
Such an one IS doubtless reading this paper; for there are few, if any,
of God's dear glad family who know not this pathway of trial. "That
the trial of yom faith, being much more precious than of gold that
perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and
honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ."
"
The prophet Habakkuk knew this when he wrote, "Although the
fig-tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; ,the labour
of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flocks shall
be cut oft from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls: yet
I will rejoice in the LOrd. I will joy in the God of my salvation."
What a state of dearth and desolation! . Poets have sung of it-
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Though vine and fig·tree neither
Their wonted fruit should bear,
Though all the fields should wither,
Nor flock. nor herd. be there."
Dear Newton, too, knew a time of barrenness when he sang"

•
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.. Though all the flock. and herd. were dead " ;
but they stay not here who are taught of God.
Cne "in confidence abiding" on a faithful Covenant-keeping God
relying, wrote, "I cannot but rejoice," and another says, with dearth
and death all around, "My soul a famine need not. dread, since Jesus
is my Living Bread."
The time with the soul may be winter, when all seems dead and cold
and lifeless; no' sun to warm and enkindle new life-no apparent
vitality. But stay! the roots are out of sight. You do not see the
process of life below ground! The roots are spreading, the tree is
becoming firmly fixed. Here is downward growth, and that will
strengthen the stem for the coming blasts; for the heavy boughs, the
afterward weight of leaf·clad and fruit-laden branches!
" Whoso keepeth the fig-tree" all through the winter of experience,
waiting, watching, hoping that presently the sun will shine, the
spring advance, the quickening into new life appear, and the hope and
" expectation" not be "cut off," shall" eat the' fruit thereof," the
reward of patience-the fruit of deeply-tried faith. For it is not always
winter nor midnight with the soul. Weeping and watching and waiting
may be your portion largely, dear reader, but it will not always be thus.
" Joy cometh in the morning," and" God doth not bid thee wait,
To disappoint at last."
He has never yet put one of His children to confusion. He is true to
His Word, " They shall not be ashamed that wait for Me."
He often chastens for our profit. He often sends some great fight
of afflictions-poignant griefs, trial of faith, and blast of Satan to
buffet us. He often crosses our schemes and disappoints our hopes,
but it is part of His perfect plan for our ultimate good and His glory.
Truly.. Blest is the man, 0 God, that stays himself on TheeWho waits for Thy salvation, Lord, shall Thy salvation see."
The Lord well knows how to try His people's faith, and He knows
how long to try them, and how and when to deliver them! "God,"
wrote the saintly Mason, "will either keep His saints from temptation
. by His preventing mercy, or in temptation by His supporting mercy,
or find a way for their escape by His delivering mercy."
And, dear child of God, be not in haste for deliverance, nor go about
to devise a means of escape at your owu fetching. Wait on, wait only
upon, your God! You may be, probably are, deeply exercised, wholly
shut up to Him, treading a solitary path, and unable to express your
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experience; fearing lest presnmption ensnare yon, lest grace become
a snare and pride creep into your testimony (the devil has so many
quivers to his bow), and yon see not a single step before yon, nor your
way of escape out of the trial;· but cast yourself upon your God, sweetly
conscious that with Him uothing is too hard, nothing impossible, and.
that He has you and your trial so much, so tenderly at heart that you
cannot but believe, He is making it eminently a subject matter for His
own glory. So you " leave to His sovereign sway to choose aud to
command."
., Wait thou His time, thou then shalt see
How wise, how strong His Hand."

A remark of our beloved Rector recently reading from Psa. I. 15,
.sunk into at least one of his hearer's hearts, and has kept pace with
hope in a Delivering God ever since! "When your ways, order, and
lives are according to God, you may expect Divine Interposition."
Oh 1 to keep in CJ.uiet, patient watching, our fig-tree! not to be in
haste--not to grow impatient; not to run before the Lord, nor go
until we are sent! When He says, "Forward, let My people go,"
then He is with His sons and daughters, and they cross the river dryshod! Oh! for the gra6e of waiting! for our God is a God of order,
and never in haste. He is never before His time, neither is He ever
behind His time. So that though He tarry, His children are bid to
wait for Him, and t~ humbly expect Him to fulfil His own engagements. He says, " I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice,
and your joy no man taketh from you." Oh! to be more childlike
and artless! To be more abandoned to Him, to leave all with Him
as our Father, and to believe His choice will be for the wisest and best,
and justify Him in all His dealings with us.
An old writer has graciously and sagely remarked, " The·surest way
of obtaining any mercy from God is to be contented, if it be His
pleasure to go without it," upon which the gifted Serle says, "no
mercy can come from Him but by His own will, in His own way, and in
His own time. If a believer wish to have it sooner, he may find the rod
for his impatience, but he must wait for the blessing. This is to teach
him that humbling hardest lesson of all vi~al experience-that as he
renounces his self-righteousness in coming to God, he must renounce
his self-will in walking with God. An idle an~ carnal Antinomian may
talk of the one, but the living Ohristian alone is enabled to know and
effect the other."
Presently, beloved, the trnth of our text will be sweetly evidenced
in the happy experience of a much-tried, sorely tested one. "Whoso
keepeth the fig-tree shall eat the fnut thereof, and he that waiteth on
his master shall be honoured."
.
None ever yet· waited upon their Heavenly Master in vain.· None
ever yet were ashamed that waited for Him ! Whatan honour seals
a waiting servant to be thus permitted to wait on such a Master!
To God's glory it is due to say that tlus article was penned on the
14
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day of hearing of a great and culminating trial of faith, when death in
large letters seemed Written upon the promise, and is dedicated to
Him Who had a perfect right to govern me and mine, and who was
counted faithful in His denying as His granting the request. Gracious
faith will ever justify her 'God in all His dealings; denials as, well as
grantings. Six days' later Divine Interposition wrought a complete
deliverance, that one could only stand still and admire and adore the
Faithfulness of a Covenant-keeping God. To His glory the writer is
constrained of His deliverance to boast. The following poem by J.
D. Player, sent by a devoted reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE some
months since, is much to the point, and has been a great help under
the severe trial of faith.
"I WILL

CRY

UNTO GOD MOST HIGH."

" I will cry unto God most High: unto God that performeth all things
,
tor me."-PsALM lvii. 2. •

" My soul shall ever raise its cry,
In trouble and distress,
Up to the throne of God most High,
Who will my griefs redress.
" All He has promised in His Word,
He's faithful to perform ;
Then to my wise and gracious Lord
I'll fly in every storm. '
" Naught can I meet through all my way,
Though many be my woes,
But God most High shall be my Stay;
He all my troubles knows.
"He reigns supreme in heaven and earth
His purpose to fulfil;
His wisdom has ordained my path.
Shall I oppose His will 1
"To cross my schemes events arise,
And disappointments come;
Yet as my God is ever wise,
I'd say, 'Thy will be done.'
"In Him I would for ever trust,
And make His pleasure mine,
Since He is gracious, wise, and i liSt,
Oh! why should I repine 1

"My God, to Thee for grace I cry;
My stubborn will subdue;
Do Thou my every need supply,
And bring me safely through."

R.
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Sermons anb Notes of S;ermons.
"THE EVERLASTING ARMS."
A SERMON PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL, BY
THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON.
" And unde:rneatl. are the Everlasting Arms."-DEUTERONOMY xxxiii.
part of verse 27.
THESE words were historically spoken concerning God's ancient people
Israel, and God kept His promise and fulfilled His declaration in connection with that people. He left them not, but He brought them in
possession of the good land He had sworn to bestow upon the posterity
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The words, however, have a much
larger meaning and application than any attaching to them in connection with an earthly people, nation, or inheritance; they concern all
believers in the Lord Jesus. What a blessed truth then, if that is so,
that underneath all believers there should be the Everlasting Arms to
uphold them, to defend them, to guide and to bear them. I desire,
by God's help, that we sbould euter much and fully into an apprehension, dear fellow-believers, of what this means. First, the figure of
speech-the metaphor that is employed here. We can not, I think,
expect a better, certainly not a more authoritative, description of it
than we find in the first chapter of this same book of Deuteronomy,
in the 31st verse, " And in the wilderness, where thou hast seen how that
the Lord thy God bare thee, as a man doth bear his son, in all the way
that ye went, until ye came into this place." The figure of speech is
that of a man carrying his son in his bosom-his son. The picture is
of God the Father carrying every believer in His almighty arms through
a present evil world, in the midst of perils and conflicts and sorrows and
cares, and what may be experimentally called downcastings of soul
and heart. These are experiences peculiar to God's Own children.
The world has its troubles p~culiar to it. God's people have troubles
that are like, but they have likewise afflictions, disciplinary afflictions,
Divinely appointed them, each one-being sanctified by Divine gracegiven for their soul's profit. How blessed then, children of God, to
realize in the midst of all that temporally concerns, all this conflict and
care and burden-bearing and cross-bearing, that" underneath are the
Everlasting Arms," the Arms that never grow weary, the Arms that
are never withdrawn, Fatherly Arms-not merely the Arms of His
·strength. I do not think that God is merely engaging His Almighty
power in preserving His dear children. Much more than that, the love
of God is engaged on your behalf; so that this picture presents to us a
Father Who pities and loves the child He carries in His bosom-the
bosom or the Aims of the Father, these are one-the arms, the bosom,
the heart, embrace His loving strength; not merely strength, but loving
strength. And just as when danger threatens, the. parent will embrace
the child she carries in her bosoni the more firmly, so God, I think, in
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wme instances, in particular circumstances affecting some of His
children, seems to embrace them, to draw them very blessedly and
specially close to His heart. And I think you are quite within the
limits of Scripture teaching when, children of God, you plead thus
with your Father and sayH

Nearer, my God. to Thee,
Nearer to Thee I

E'en though it be .. cross
Thnt raiseth me."
And I am quite confident, also, that when thus His children lovingly
address Him as their Father, He will manifest to them proofs of His
special care and mindfnlness and pity and compassion. The Lord's
people learn to rejoice in tribulation in order to the experience of
these truths; it is thus that God's people find all things-bitter as well
as sweet, and the crooked as well as the straight-working together for
good, so that they wonld not be without these things. Of course the
process is more or less slow in the experience and education-spiritual
education-{)f God's children, but it is instrumental to the grace--no
small one, rather one much to be sought after-o/ being content with
God's way, being content with His choosings, with His leadings, with
His deprivings as well as His givings. It is well for us to trust, in
other words, our Father, such a Father as He is! Oh, you may safely
trust Him, children of God, with everything, either great or small, that
concerns you either temporally or spiritually, for remember He is the
God of all mercies. So whether it be in ·temporal things or spiritual
things, look to Him, lean on Him, seek to lie passive, as dear Toplady
says, to lie passive in His Hands. I was thinking as I came through
the market this moruing about these words of Toplady's, and I
thought there is something even higher than "to lie passive in His
Hands," and that is to nestle in His Arms. You know it is one thing
to lie calm and passive-immovable, and it is another thing to nestle
"nearer, my God, to Thee." You can not in reality get nearer God's
heart than you already are, because He has you in His heart-He has
you in His heart. "He that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God and God
in him," for, "God is love." But when we come to experience, then
there is a greater nearness to God or less of nearness, and if we know
what this is to nestle in those Almighty Arms, we have attained, I take
it, the highest state of bliss conceivable whilst yet we are in the body.
"Underneath are the Everlasting Alms "-that does not mean
sometimes, but just as His Arms are Everlasting Arms, so are they
everlastingly underneath Israel. When we feel sinking-{)ur hearts
sinking within us-then at that moment "underneath are the Everlasting Arms." As I have often said to you in connection with this
subject, this aspect of tlus truth, we may sink, and sink very low, but
being in His Hands we must sink more deeply into His Hands, you
can not pass away from His keeping. No man plucketh them out of
My Hands-{)ut of my Father's Hands. Those whom the Lord embraces in the arms of His Almighty love, and whom He fnrther embraces
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in the arms of His Almighty grace, must needs be safe; those must be
safe and their minds well kept in perfect peace set upon such a God as
that! And yet, dear friends, how often we tremble, how often fears
overtake, overcome us and subdue us; this is our folly, this is our
sinful infirmity, and we need confess these things to our Father who
sin thus against such abiding love as His, such upholding mercy as His,
such bowels of compassion as His, we need confess these things 'because
they are sinful infirmities, for His love in time past should forbid us
to fear that He would for a moment leave us. The Lord never yet
left the objects of His everlasting love for a solitary instant-----that is
the word of God, and true. The Word declares-the words are His
Own-" Thy walls are continually before Me," continually must be
every moment. "I have graven thee upon the palms of My Hands,"
when He has done that, who shall obliterate the names of God's people 1
None can if the names of God's people are always before the eye of His
love, and if they, in Christ, are always at His right Hand. What
harm can hurt 1 What weapon can touch 1 "No weapon," therefore,
says the Word of God, "that is formed against thee shall prosper;
and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt
condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord," and if
that be God's will, who shall reverse it 1 Oh, fools and slow of heart
that we are to believe the things that'make for our peace as to give
way again and again to fear and doubt and misgivings and questionings and sitting in judgment upon God's integrity, and bringing to the
bar of our sinful and frail and fallible opinion the ways of the Most
High! "Underneath are the Everlasting Arms," however our hearts
may sink within us, as they do at times.
Then, again, there are times when by reason of the difficulties of the
way we get very weary and worn-How much longer is the journey to
last 1 How many more of these thorns and briars must be confronted 1
And are there yet heavier burdens to be bound upon us 1 And searchings of heart like these bring about the failing of flesh and blood within
us. Well, then it is "underneath are the Everlasting Arms." I say
then, though I might multiply instances and aspects of truth in connection with this matter; but, dear friends, it is always, and that covers all,
always are the Arms Everlasting underneath the people-the saintsof God. So that if you want to measure your strength, dear friends,
do not measure it by your standard, but measure it by the Arms that
embrace you, measure it by the strength of Omnipotence-there is
your strength. "Strong in the Lord and in the power of His might"
-that is the measure of yonr strength. Whereas when you and I are
looking round, as, alas, we often do, at circumstances, well may our
hearts sink within us, well may we grow weary of the way, and cry out,
How long, 0 Lord, how long 1 But in proportion as we realize the
truth that the Lord is our Keeper, that He has got us in His bosom,
that His Arms embrace us, our minds wiJl rest and we shall joy with
".joy unspeakable and full of glory." We shall have warrant in so
doing, the Father takes delight in seeing His children very happy.
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True He has appointed them "plenteousness of tears to drink"this is for their profit, they will be happier for this presently. The
tears from God when appointed are all of them needful, there is nO
caprice about God's dealings with His people, He does not willingly
afllict nor grieve His children. Whom He loveth, these will He rebuke
and chasten, these will He give to drink plenteously of profitable tears.
You know I have often said, If the saints had no tears to shed, they
would not know the blessed experience of having tears wiped away by
the Hands of Jesus. I often ask you whether you do not bless God
for the tears, seeing you thus experience the tenderness of your Saviour's
love and the slcill of His love in drying up those tears. "Underneath
are the Everlasting Arms" In times of darkness and tears, times when
our path becomes invisible, and we grope our way, SO we think-so we
think, but He Who carries us in His bosom, He knows the way that
we take, to Whom the darkness and the light are both alike and both
alike clear. "The day is_Thine, the night also is Thine," and so He
knows the way the saints take because He carries them in His bosom.
It is so blessed to realize the Lord Jesus as having passed this way
.before. He knows the way, He has been through the wilderness-the
Man of Sorrows as He was-the same wilderness as you and I are
treading this morning, children of God, the self-same pathway. There
is not a briar in our path but He knows it, so we just follow His footsteps Who bids us, Follow Me, Learn of Me, My yoke is easy, My
burden is light, I share the heavier end of the cross, the warfare is rather
Mine than thine; and resting in His faithful word we follow on. As He
is called the Forerunner, "whither the Forerunner," even Jesus, hath
entered, so we look forward to a special rest beside Him inside the vei!.
Then we shall see the Everlasting Arms, then we shall see Ifim face to
face Who has kept us all our journey through, guided us with His
coUllsel and afterward received us to glory. Think more about the
Veil, my friends, remember it is riven, it is not closed against you;
" When Thou hadst overcome the sharpness of death Thou didst open
the Kingdom of Heaven to all believers." So believers have a right
of way, a right of access; every approach we make to the Mercy-seat
is one recognized on God's part with delight. He bids us ComeCome, ye blessed of the Lord-that is God's mind this morning towards
every seelcing soul in this place. No matter what their attainments,
no matter what their circumstances, here sits One enthroned in glory,
ready to receive with outstretched Hands well filled all the coming
ones His blood bought long since, each and all whom the Lord gave
Him in a past eternity. He bids them Come-" Come unto Me, I will
give you rest" in the sweetness of it, in the height and depth of it, and.
in the perpetuity of it " My rest." What a wondrous rest must that
be which God claims for Himself, and yet that is the rest into which
He brings His believing people-" within the vei!." No storm
there, no tempter there, no sinful infirni.ities there-it is there we get
deliverance in the Presence of the sprinkled blood and in fellowship
with the Enthroned One Who shed it, there we get perfect deliverance,
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there the wicked cease from troubling, there the weary are at rest.
And those Arms Everlasting that surround God's dear people,
what realities they are. Let us lean more implicitly, dear children of
God, upon them. Let us seek to nestle into His bosom, "nearer, my
God to Thee." "Hide me, 0 my Saviour, hide, till the storm of life be
past "-let that be our daily prayer, and may the Lord hear us for
Christ's sake. Amen.
"A SEA OF GLASS MINGLED WITH FIRE."
REVELATION

XV.

2.

WE all love to ponder the last two chapters of the book of Revelationthe closing testimony of the Word of God, the description of our Home
with Jesus. They have comforted many sore aching hearts, for in
them is the picture of the new heavens and the new earth, with their
sinless, deathless atmosphere, where the Lamb is all the glory.
But there are several wonderful types of His redeeming love which
flash out of the darkness even amidst His judgments on the earth. I
have been reading this matchless Book lately with the object of finding
Christ throughout. For it is not the Revelation of St. John the Divine,
as the title gives it, but it is " the Revelation of Jesus Chl~st, which
God gave unto Him, to show unto His servants things which must
shortly come to pass; and He sent and signified it by His angel unto
His servant John; who bare record of the word of God, and of the
testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw."
So, dear reader, we find Jesns Himself appearing throughout the
revelation, the unveiling of Christ. There are many terrible judgments, supernatural calamities, seals of awful distress, trumpets of
woes, and vials of wrath, but ever and anon through all runs the golden
thread of love for His own.
May the Holy Spirit open our eyes by His grace to see wondrous
unveilings of His love shining through all. Amongst these sweet
glimpses we see between the record of "the great winepress of the
wrath of God" and the pouring out of the "seven vials full of the
wrath of God," the beautiful vision of " a sea of ghss mingled with
fire." Commentators have various explanations, generally suggesting
the opinion that the brazen laver before the mercy-seat was the type,
and the sea of glass the anti-type. Some say that the believer stands
on the slippery glass sea mingled with the purifying fire of tribulation,
thus treading it under his feet, signifying victory. However, the
vision appeared to me in another light, and I want to convey to my
dear readers the substance as I perceived it in these sublime words:
" I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire." In chapter iv. 6,
we read, "And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto
crystal." Now connecting these two passages I see the peace which
Christ has procured through His blood and through the perfect fulfilling of the law. _Therefore, the redeemed can take his stand upon the
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finished peace and the finished law brought through fiery ordeal, the
winepress trod alone--none with Him, for none other could tread it.
. Note the position in which these words occur-it is full of sweet
suggestiveness. Placed in the midst of the recital of the wrath of God,
it seems to say, "Fear not, my" beloved are standing on the sea of
peace, the vials of wrath are not poured out upon thee but on thy
enemies. My beloved are placed on the sea of glass mingled with fire
before the Throne. They are always in My sight, continually in My
remembrance, for I see there My Son and His complete redemption."
Yes, He said, "I came ..' . to fulfil the law," and" In Me ye have
peace."

Who are they that" stand on the sea of glass" 1 They are" them
that had gotten the victory over the beast, and over his image, an d
over his mark, and over the number of his name." Without entering
into the controversy concerning the personality of the beast, the
teliever knows he is an evil one, the opposer of Christ and His King·
dom, the opposer in every insidious way of the believer's seeing Christ,
understanding Christ, bearing witness for Christ, walking in Christ.
It does not matter what it is in thought, word, or deed: if it is of Christ
it is bitterly confronted by the beast. But the Lord has not left us
alone to defeat. Remember St. Paul's words: "Always causeth us to
triumph in Christ." Thus the summing up of the battle of the pilgrim
warrior is " them that had gotten the victory over the beast." This
life is a continual conflict with the powers of evil-sometimes very
strenuous, sometimes" ahnost gone," but the note of encouragement
is: "Be of good cheer, I have overcome." Thus the redeemed, taking
the whole armour of God, "are able to withstand in the evil day, and
having done all to stand" (Eph. vi. 13). They" stand on the sea of
glass mingled with fire," having" gotten the victory." "On Christ
the solid rock I stand." He is the Sea of glass, peace before the throne,
ever appearing in His Father's sight for them.· He is the Rock on
which the stand is firm amidst the tossing waves. He is the shield on
which the fiery darts of the enemy make no impression. He is all,
dear reader; Every image of love and security and power has been
employed to picture Him. "Through God we shall do valiantly,"
and obtain the victory over all.
What are these triumphant ones doing 1 They are rejoicing, " hav·
ing the harps of God." What a wonderful expression that is, "harps
of God "-not our own manufactured harps, but God's harps. What
music that must be from His harps! The strings have been tuned
from the past, from the minor key oftentimes of apparently cross
purposes, of disappointments, of trials and pains and tears, but noW
tuned to the music of rejoicing, for they sound all <if Christ, the music
of His Name and of His wonderful redemption. The delight of His
Presence and the protection of His power call forth the music. Therefore the voice cannot be restrained. "They sing the song of Moses,
the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb." Is not that a very
expressive little word" and" 1 The law and the law-fulfiller-Moses
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and the Lamb. They are indissolubly connected. Justification and
sanctification-the righteousness of the law and "not having mine
own righteousness," but" made the righteousness of God in Him."
The Old Testament and New Testament meet here.
Further, we are told the very words of the song, "Great and marvellous are Thy works, Lord God Ahnighty; just and true are Thy
ways, Thou King of saints. Who shall not fear Thee, 0 Lord, and
glorify Thy Name 1 For Thou only art holy: for all nations shall
come and worship before Thee; for Thy judgments are made manifest." They sing and extol Him for His great and marvellous works,
the truth and justice of His ways; and how do they explain it 1 . "For
Thy judgments are made manifest." They see clearly in that wonderful sea of glass mingled with fire how much they owe to His preventing
mercies. How just and true He was; yes, and 'will be always. We
see not now, but hereafter all will be made manifest. We shall see all
the goodness of the Lord and of His works and ways when on that sea
of glass, "like unto crystal" in its clearness and depth, How beantifully His jnstice and truth will ,shine out in this war when "looking
o'er life's finished story," standing on the sea of glass, when" Thy
judgments are made manifest," and we sing the song of Moses and the
Lamb to the harps of God ! , We see even now the love that will not
let us rush headlong into the vortex of sin and worldly pleasure. Oh!
we have been mad and guilty beyond expression; but, thank God, He
did not say, "Let him alone." He is patiently working out His
bright designs, even though it be through tears and fears and sorrows.
He is bringing us to see our impotence and His omnipotence, that it is
His right hand 'and holy arm that getteth Himself the victory.
. I was reading lately that Samuel Rutherford used to say that when
he found himself in the cellars of afRiction he began to look about for
the King's wine. And so we in these days of clond look for the brightness of His coming and' for the heart's ease that He will certainly
bring with Him. He is working, He is reigning, He is loving still.
" It is I ; be not afraid." He Who put Moses in a cleft of the rock and
covered him with His Hand lest' he should die with the sight of His
glory, will cover His dear child now, and put him in safety until he
shall stand on the sea of glass before the Throne. Then shall he see
more and more of the goodness and. mercy that have followed him all
the days of his life, and then he shall see the Face and hear the Voice
. that he has loved so long here--Ioved amidst many snares-and know
that He was holding him fast else h,e wonld have perished. He shall
oe " exceeding glad" and rejoice in
"The feast where angels serve but may not share,
None but ellrist and His redeemed ones
Gathered round Him there."
That will be heaven to be" gathered'round Him there."
NETTlE.
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JACOB'S SONS AND MOSES' TRIBES.

IV.
" JUDAH is a lion's whelp: from the prey, my son, thou art gone up,"
are words taken up seven hundred years after they dropped from the
lips of the dying patriarch, and confirmed to the Church of God by the
inspired pen of David: "Thou art ascended on high, Thou hast led
captivity captive: Thou hast received gifts for men; yea, for the
rebellious also, that the Lord God might dwell among them" (Psalm
lxviii. 18; Rev. xxi. 3).
" He stooped down, he couched as a lion, and as an old lion; who
shall rouse him up ~" Was not that prediction made good when He
Who sprang of the tribe of Judah, in the days of His flesh, " stooped
down," and wrote on the ground when that multitude of shepherds,
the scribes and Pharisees, came forth against Him, and against that
poor sinful woman ~ Was He afraid of their voice: did He abase
Himself for the noise of their clamour ~ Did He not rather lift Him·
self up ~ Did He not then fight for the prey and deliver it ~ Did He .
not preserve it ~ (See Isaiah xxxi. 4, 5.) Diq. not their cunning,
their self-righteousness, their hypocrisy, rouse Him up ~ And did not
the guilt, misery, and helplessness of their victim rouse Him up to
fight for Mount Zion, and the hill thereof ~ Blessed be God, He is the
same yesterday, to-day, and for ever.
"When overwhelmed with grief
.
My heart within me dies,
Helpless and far from all relief
To heaven I lift my eyes.
Oh, lead me to the Rock
That's high above my head,
And make the covert of Thy wings
My shelter and my shade."-Dr. Watt•.
Did not these rouse Him up, who said-" Could not this man which
opened the eyes of the blind, have caused that even this man should
not have died ~" Did not these rouse Him up, who said-" He saved
others, Himself He cannot save "~ They roused Him up to cry with
a loud voice, " It is finished."
Surely the world of the ungodly in the days of Noah roused Him up,
when"Grea.t in His a.nger, God arose,

Delnged the world and drowned His foes.
And, surely, when the time was come, the tyranny of Pharaoh and the
bondage and affiiction of Israel in Egypt roused Him up to appear for
them as their Deliverer by the hand of Moses.
Surely the national idolatry in Elijah's day roused Him up to show
forth marvellous judgments and mercies, that ceased not till the house
of Ahab and Jezebel were destroyed from off the earth. And surely
the helplessness of Hezekiah and the remnant roused Him up as a
lion among the beasts of the forest, as a young lion among the flocks
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of sheep, who if he go through, both treadeth down and teareth in
pieces, and none can deliver.
Surely, in Elizabeth's reign, wh,en the pope of Rome put his special
blessing on the whole fleet of the so-called invincible Armada, God's
care for His remnant in England, and His indignation against the
pride and blasphemy of papal Rome, roused Him up to do unto them
as He did unto Pharaoh and his hosts at the Red Sea. "Thou didst
blow with Thy wind, the sea covered them; they sank as lead in the
mighty waters." Who can tell, but that at this day the increase of
perjury in the ranks of ecclesiastical England, and the increase of
popish idolatry among us as a natioh, a nation in Reformation days so
highly favoured of God, and so bountifully blessed with witnesses
• against the Man of sin, may rouse Him up once again, the Lion of the
tribe of Judah, to visit us with mercies and deliverances, not only out
of the hand of our great enemy Germany, but out of the hand of the
Roman Harlot and her contemptible imitators (Psa. xciv. 2).
Although Judah had made good to his father his suretyship engagement, by bringing back to him the son of his sorrow, and although
Judah in accomplishing his undertaking is a type of Him Who is the
Surety of the better Covenant, yet it was many years ere the sceptre
was given to Judah which was not to depart from him. Not until
640 years after J acob had spoken the words concerning Judah, did
David (of that tribe) begin to reign over Judah seven years and six
months, and in Jerusalem he reigned (mark the number) thirty and
three years over all Israel and Judah. That sceptre was early threatened (see 1 Kings i. 32-40), but it stood all the shocks of earth and·
hell, until the Prince of Peace asked the humbling question," Whose
is this image and superscription 1" They say unto Him, Coosar's,-for then, even in the days of His humiliation, was Christ, the Lion of
the tribe of Judah, ruling in the midst of His enemies. If the earth
was rent with great joy and rejoicing when the Lord magnified Solomon,
the son of David, and bestowed upon him such royal majesty, what
was the joy and rejoicing when He rent the heavens and came down
Who was Jehovah's Fellow, the BRANCH, the Man of His right hand,
the Root out of the stem of J esse, when tbe sound startled Herod and
all Jerusalem with him. "Lift up thine eyes round about and see:
all they gather themselves together, they come to Thee: Thy sons
shall come from far "-even from the far country (Luke xv. 13) into
which their b:eewilI brought them, to waste their substance, to spend
their all, to unite with men of like freewill principles, and to find at
last such a famine of the Bread of Life as could not be alleviated
with the husks of Arminianism. The gathering unto Shiloh shall continue in the Church of the Gospel dispensation until all that the Father
hath given Him shall have come to Him; until that" must" of the
Good Shepherd is found a fact and made good. "And other sheep I
have which are not of this [Jewish] fold: them also I must bring, and
they shall hear My voice; and there shall be one fold and one Shepherd '~ (John x. 16). What an encouragement is here to His present·
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day" twos and threes" who gather together in .His 'Name, and fo~ake
not the assembling of themselves together as the manner of some is,
but exhort one another, and so much the more as they see the day
approaching!
.
tl' " Binding his foal unto the vine, and his ass's colt unto the choice
vine; he washed his garments in wine, and his clothes in the blood of
grapes."
While predicting and promising to Judah his own large share in that
good land, the land of Canaan, a land of vines from which they had
wine in abnndance, as well as wheat and barley, fig trees and pomegranates, oil, olive, and honey, 'precious fruits of the earth, there
appear in this promise two special things. First: A notable predic-_
tion of Him Who sprang out of Judah, in that incident of His life on
earth whereby the words of the holy prophet Zechariah were fulfilled
and made good: "Rejoice greatly, 0 daughter of Zion; shout 0
daughter of Jerusalem: behold thy King cometh unto thee: He is
just and having salvation, lowly and riding upon an ass, and upon a
colt, the foal of an ass" (ix. 9). Meditate on tillS act of Divine condescension of the meek and lowly Jesus; that in Him the Scriptures
might be fulfilled, ye that rule and govern, ye that sit in judgment and
walk by the way. Here you will see in tills colt of an ass whereon
never man had sat, the fulfilment of His own word by Isaiah, " The
beast of the field shall honour Me, the dragons and the owls."
Second: The blessed effect of the leading and teaching of God the
Holy Ghost in them that are His. By nature they are compared to a
wild ass's colt, for" vain man would be wise, though he be born like
a wild ass's colt." But being born again from above, and being led
and taught of the Spirit, God's people are the manifested sons of God
by blest adoption; they are heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ;
one Spirit binding together Head and members in one bnndle of life.
So Divine teaching binds them to Christ and His salvation, to Christ
and His obedience and Blood, in that the more He is made known to
them, by Him Who takes of the things that are His, in revealing and
applying them, the more do they testify with Stocker that the sovereign
free grace of God" Has won my affections and bonnd my soul fast."
"Joy and wonder sweetly mingling,
All believers feel the same."
Blessed be God, whatsoever, in this way, is bound on earth shall be
bonnd in heaven.
" And can He have taught me to trust in His Name,
And thus far have brought me to put me to shame?"
" He washed His garments in wine and his clothes in the blood of
grapes." This metaphor but faintly sets forth that love of a Trinne
Covenant Jehovah wherewith He loved the Church, and sent the $on
to put away their crimson and scarlet sins by the sacrifice of Himself
(Eph. v. 25, 26). We must go to the sixty-third of Isaiah for a further
insight into this wonderful thing, and read carefully to see the Son of
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God in our nature 'suffering the punishment due to all God's elect
people, and see Him likewise in justly deserved wrath tearing in
pieces all forgetters of God, ·all idolaters, unbelievers, and liars.
In his last note concerning Judah, we find Jacob preaching Christ
in the fuIness of His everlasting love to all those given to Him by the
Father, given in electing love before time, in tile overflowings of
Divine love, forU

'Twas love that moved Him to ordain
A Surety just and good;

And on His heart inscribed the name
Of all for whom He stood."
" His eyes shall be red witll wine," the old wine stored up to give ib
such a flavour as to cause a taste of ib to call forth the exclamation,
"Thou hast kept the best wine until now." This is tile testimony of
many a dying saint. "Al'.d his teeth white with milk"; that is,
to nourish' all the babes in grace, whose grace·given desire is to possess
. the sincere milk of the word. The old wine has all the elements of
strong meat for men in Christ, and the milk (Isaiah Iv. 1) has all the
nourishment necessary for babes.
Birkenhead.
G. A.
"WARN THEM FROM ME."
men and women, young or old, are desperately set upon having
their own way, there are few things they resent more than words of.
warning or advice.
Those who are, or have been, in authority, know that it is sometimes
possible to convey an expression of warning to a subordinate through
a third party when it would be rejected if delivered at first hand.
Kind-hearted employers or friends wiil therefore adopt this plan whenever it seems likely to meet with success.
Bearing this fact in mind, what a wonderful flood of light it throws
upon God's long-suffering merc'y and love, that He should commission
men, like unto ourselves, to deliver His messages of warning. When
God gave His holy law to Israel by the hand of His servant Moses,
the ceremony was accompanied by much thunder and lightning and
cloud (see Exodus xix. 16-20). In spite of this solemn and grand
display of God's presence amidst the people, they soon turned away
from His commandments.
It might have been supposed since the delivery of the law was
accompanied by such demonstrations of God's majesty, that His
declaration that the law had been broken and His warnings of consequent judgment to follow, would I1ave been signalized by far more
terrible signs and commotions. God did not see fit to act in this way.
He knows that if men will not liear His Word, they seldom regard His
judgments. Nevertheless His outward judgments have been sent
sufficiently often to leave men without excuse, and to prove to all that
His Wo.rd cannot be set aside with impunity. Men reject it at their
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peril. God's great kindness and compassion in Speaking to men by
their fellow-men needs to be emphasized.
The great sin of to-day is a revival of that sin of the people of Israel
which led, first to their captivity in Babylon for seventy years, and
finally to their expulsion from their own land for nearly nineteen
centuries. It is the sin of keeping God's Word in name but denying its
authority, and setting it. aside in reality.
The wise man wrote "a threefold cord is not quickly broken"
(Eccles. iv. 12). We have such a "cord." We have the testimony
of the prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel, that Israel had-whilst
professing to be God's people-turned away from God's Word and
followed after heathenish abominations and their own vain imaginations.
Isaiah was bidden to warn Israel that God observed all they did.
He said the Lord knows that the dumb creatures He has made submit
to the rule of their master and render him a species of gratitude; but
you, 0 Israel, neither serve nor honour your lIIaker. You pretend to
look to Him, but all the time you are departing from Him. You are
"gone away backward" (Isaiah i.). In a spiritual sense the" religious " people of Israel appeared to the all-searching gaze of God as a
wholly diseased person would look to us. The prophet was directed
to declare .to them that God would not accept their formal services,
for their conduct was as hateful to Him as the behaviour of the people
of Sodom and Gomorrah.
In spite of all tlus the prophet was sent to plead with the people to
" cease to do evil," to put away the evil of their doings, and to turn to
Him (the lIIessiah set forth by figure in the temple services), that they
might be washed and made clean (Isaiah i. 16-18).
The Lord said, " Warn them from Me" (Ezekiel xxxiii. 7). Isaiah
did so. Few regarded the warning. Jeremiah was commanded (chap.
xxvi. 2, etc.) to " stand in the Court of the lord's house," and speak to
the people coming up to the Temple from all the cities of the country,
professedly to worship God. He was to utter t:iJ.e exact words the Lord
commanded him. "Diminish not a word." He might not alter, tone
down, or soften anything. He was to say, "If ye will not hearken to
the Words of the Lord, then the Lord will make this temple a desolation, and Jerusalem shall become a curse before all the nations of the
earth."
When the "religious" people and their leaders heard these words,
they would not attend to them, but sought to put Jeremiah to death,
and would have done so but for the intervention of the civil authorities.
The Lord said, "Warn them from Me" (Ezekiel xxxiii. 7). Jeremiah
did so, but the people would not" amend their ways and their doings,
and obey the voice of the Lord their God" (Jer, xxvi. 13).
The prophet Ezekiel was co=issioned to address himself especially to the religious leaders and teachers. He was to point out to
them the duties and responsibilities of their office. He was to impress
upon them the importance of faithfully setting forth God's Word to
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the people and inculcating upon the people the solemn and disastrous
consequences of disobedience. (Ezekiel xxxiii.)
The prophet pleaded as directed. He urged all classes, especially
the so-called "religious" people, to turn from their evil ways. He
said God has" no pleasure in the death of a sinner." "Why will ye
die, 0 house of Israel 1 " (verse 11.)
God said to His servant Ezekiel, "Warn them from Me." Ezekiel
did as he was bidden, but in the end (verse 32) the Lord said to him,
"They [the" religious" people] hear Thy words, but they do them
not."
Is history repeating itself in this land where the Gospel has so long
been 1
God now directs all those who claim to be His servants to faithfully
set forth His Word to the people and to "warn them from Me." Is
this done to-day 1 Are the" watchmen" blind that they do not see
the prevailing dangers, and so give warning 1
What would happen if the British sentries at the front acted in this
faithless manner 1 What would happen if the sentries proved to be
enemies in disguise 1
" If the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself
for the battle 1 " (1 Cor. xiv. 8). Every individual who has the Bible
in his or her possession is commanded by God to " try the spints [i.e.
the religious teaching] whether they are of God, because many false
prophets [teachers) are gone out into the world" (1 John iv. 1).
"Prove all things, hold fast that which is good" (1 Thess. v. 21) ..
P. 1. B.
THE INSPIRATION OF THE SCRIPTURES.
By THE REV. J. P. WILES, M.A., OF DEVIZES, AUTHOR OF
"HALF HOURS WITH THE MINOR PROPHETS."
(Oontinued from page 178.)

V. HISTORY'S TESTIMONY TO THE INSPIRATION OF SCRIPTURE.
THERE are more ways than one in which the course of History testifies
that the Bible is the Word of God. In the first place, innumerable
generations of righteous meu, le~rned and unlearned, have cried with
one voice, These are the Oracles of God. Their words, their works,
their holy lives, their happy ends, and very often their patieut martyrdeaths, have borne witness that J ehovah is the living God, and that the
Scriptures are His Worn.
The existence, the traditions, and the present habits of the Jews
supply another proof of iuspiration which no amount of sceptical
ingenuity, however strongly it be backed up with a show of learning
and critical acumen, can explain away or vitiate. Here is the Jew:
and the Jew, whether he wishes to do so or not, tells us that the Old
Testament is historically true, and is what it claims to be, the word of
the true God.

224 .

The Gospel Magazine

Again, the fulfilment of prophecy in its broadest outlines and in its
minutest details is an argument strong enough to satisfy any mind
that is not hopelessly blinded by prejudice and unbelief. It has been
truly said that there are only three possible explanations of this fulfilment.
a. The prophecies are so vaguely and obscurely worded that their
apparent fulfilment is a mere stroke of chance which might have been
expected, and which has happened .in the case of certain heathen
predictions.
b. That the prophecies were not written before the events took
place,. but are really histories which have been palmed off upon the
world as predictions.
c. That they are what they profess to be, the utterances of that God
Who knows the end from the beginning, and governs the course of this
world's history according. to the counsel of His own w.ill.
The first of these suppositions is so evidently false that it needs no
refutation. The predictions of the Bible are clear, precise, and numerous; and the fulfilments of them which have already taken place are
so exact that blind incredul.ity itself cannot deny them without the
aid of blind credul.ity. When the key fits a lock so intricate, it io mere
credul.ity to believe those who tell us that it fits by chance. The second
supposition is put out of COUlt by the well-known fact that in many
important cases the fulfilment of scriptunil predictions did not take
place till the language in which they were written had become a dead
language. Moreover, it is impossible to believe that the Book which
teaches mankind truth and integrity is itself largely made up of forged
and lying prophecies.
Nothing is left but the third supposition, or rather the truthful
explanation: The prophecies are what they profess to be, the utterances of that God Who knows the end from the beginning, and governs
the course of the world's history according to the counsel of His own
,vill.
A comprehensive sketch of fulfilled prophecy would be much too
great a matter for the present paper. We must, therefore, confine our
attention to a single instance of it: the fulfilment of the prophetic
vision granted to Daniel, and recorded by him in his seventh chapter.
We venture to introduce a few modifications into the wording of
Daniel's record, in order to make his meaning more easily intelligible
to our readers. The vision was this:
" I stood on the shore of the great sea, and saw that its waves were
lashed to fury by winds from every qual:ter of the heavens. As I gazed
upon the stormy waters, 10, four huge beasts rose out of them one after
another, and ranged through the countries of the earth.
" First came a lion w.ith wings; and while I gazed upon it an unseen
hand plucked off its wings and caused it to stand upon its feet after the
manner of a man: moreover a man's heart was given to it.
" Next came a bear. As it arose, one side was heaved up higher
than another: between its teeth were three ribs which it had torn:
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from prey already' taken, and a voice said to it, • Thou shalt prevail,
and shalt devour much flesh.'
" The third beast that rose was like to a leopard with four wings and
four heads, and unto it was granted ;power to,conquer and to rule.
" Then I saw in my dream that a fourth beast· came up from the sea.
Its appearance filled me with awe and fear;· for it was exceeding
strong, and had great iron teeth. It devoured its prey, beating it to
pieces; and what it devoured 'not, it trampleel under its feet. I say
nothing of its form, save that it differed from all the three that had
gone before, and that it had ten horns. And behold, as I fixed my
eyes upon its horns, an eleventh came up among the rest, and rooted
up three of the ten. It was a little horn, but it had eyes like a man's
eyes, and a mouth that spake haughtily.
"My vision was prolonged until I saw thrones placed' as £01' asscssors
in a court of justice; and the Eternal took the judgment-seat. His
robes were white as snow, and the hair of His head was white as pure
wool. His judgment-seat was of flashing flame, and the wheels thereof
were of burning fire. A fiery stream issued from 1Iis throne and rolled
on before his face. Thousands of thousands attended Him, apd
myriads of myriads stood before Him. The judgment began, and the
books were opened, Then I beheld, and 10, because of the proud
words of the horn that had eyes the beast was slain, and his body was
destroyed in the burning fire. The rest of the beasts also were deprived
of their power, and their lives were not prolonged beyond an appointed
season.
" I saw moreover in my dream that One like unto a son of man came
upon the clouds of heaven unto the Eternal, and was brought nigh
unto His throne. And the Eternal gave unto Him authority, glory,
and a kingdom, that He should rule over all peoples, nations, and
languages: His dominion is an everlasting dominion which shall not
pass away."
John Knox began the Reformation in Scotlaud by expounding this
vision. He showed that the four beastA seen by the prophet denoted
the Babylonian, Persian, Grecian, and Roman Empires, and that the
persecuting power symbolized by. the little horn in this chapter is
identical with the Man of Sin, and Antichrist, and is, in fact, the
Papacy.
The imagery of the vision is wonderful. A great beast, rising out of
the 'stormy sea and ranging throngh the countries of the earth with
brute force and bloodthirsty fierceness, is a most eloquent and accurate
symbol of an empire rising out of the conflict of nations and extending
its power in all directions by fire and sword. A horn upon its head,
for vigorous and destructive assaults upon its prey, is an equally
expressive symbol of its power. Indeed, the term "horn" was constantly used by the Hebrews in the sense of power, denoting sometimes the power of a king or a kingdom, sometimes the violence of
arrogant men. "Lift not up your hom on high" (Psa. lxxv. 5), saitlr
the Psalmist to the arrogant. "There will I make the horn of David
15
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to bud" (Psa. cxxxii. 17), saith the Lord, when He promiseth increase
of power to his chosen King.
We believe that the angel's interpretation given in the latter part of
the chapter, as well as the guidance of chapter ii., warrants Knox's
interpretation.
The first beast was the Babylouian empire, strong and fierce as a
lion, fierce and swift as an eagle (see Jer. iv. 7; xlix. 19, 22). The
plucking off of its wings seems to denote the staying of the progress of
the Babylonian arms; and the gift of a i;nan's heart may point back·
ward to Nebuchadnezzar's recovery from madness, and forward to
changes in Babylonian policy.
The bear, apparently standing in such a way that one shoulder was
raised higher than the other, is thought thus to symbolize the superior·
ity of the Persians to the Medes in the latter stages of their joint empire.
Strong, cruel, bear-like, the Persian power threatened at one time to
devour Europe, but under God's providence was hurled back by the
heroic struggles of Greece.
Lithe and swift as a leopard was the power of the Greeks w1der
Alexander the Great.. To north and south and east everything fell
before his rapid progress; and the empire which he thus founded be·
came a beast with four heads ill1der the ambitious generals who divided
his dominions between them after his death.
Rome followed, trampling the world ill1der foot by the tread of its
terrible legions. In this empire, after it had been split up in to ten
kingdoms, was to arise a mysterious power denoted by the little horn.
It was to have human eyes (one thinks here of the title Episcopus Dni·
versalis, or lJniversal Overseer, assumed by the Pope), was to utter
arrogant words against the Most High, to change times and laws, to
wear out the saints of God with persecution, and in the end was to
draw down the judgments of God upon the empire from which it
sprang. Has not all this been realized, terribly realized, in the charac·
ter and history of the Papacy ~
The latter part of the vision, the coming of "One like unto a son of
man" to approach the eternal throne and receive from God an eternal
kingdom, has its initial fulfilment in the incarnation of Christ, in the
setting up of His gospel kingdom, and in His ascension to take His seat
at the right hand of the Father, as it is written: "The LORD said unto
my Lord, Sit thou at My right hand, till I make Thine enemies Thy
foo tstoo l."
In this, and in many other cases, the course of History bears witness
to the inspiration of the Holy Scriptures.
" BRETHREN, no officer of justice can arrest any of the people for
whom Christ paid their debts. "-0. H. Spurgeon.
" IN short, theme~ll3val Church required auricular confession, the
English Church left it open in 1549, and abolished it in 1552."Professor GwatT.:in.
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THE SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON PREACHED IN SEVINGTON PARISH
CHURCH, ASHFORD, KENT, ON SUNDAY MORNING, APRIL 7TH, 1918,
BY THE REV. R. J. NOYES, B.D., RECTOR.

" If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most
miserable."-1 CORINTHlANS xv. 19.
" IF in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most
pitiable-most to be pitied," for such is the meaning of the original
Greek word.
Why is this 1 The Lord's words supply the answer (John xvi. 1, 2)
" These things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not be offended
[i.e., to remove a stumbling-block out of your way]. They shall put
you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that whosoever
killeth you will think that he doeth God service." This was literally
fulfilled in the case of the Lord's Apostles, and has again and again
been fulfilled in the history of the Church.
The Apostle Paul's words, likewise, give a reason why Christians
would of all men be most deserving of pity, if in this life only they had
hope in Christ. For, writing of himself and the other Apostles, after
describing the hardships and -persecutions they endured, he sums up
all by saying: "We are made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all things unto this day" (1 Cor. iv. 13). So, too, writing
to Timothy, he declares (2 Tim. iii. 12), "All that will live godly in
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution."
But the Apostles and early Christians, and others in later times,
cheerfully endured such things for Christ's sake. How much are they
to be pitied if their faith and hope were vain!
In the context of the chapter from which my text is taken, the
Apostle declares the Gospel wnich he had preached to the Corinthian
Church, viz., that " Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures; and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day,
according to the Scriptures." In spite of this, the error had been
propagated that "there is no resurrection of the dead"! But, he
argues, that cannot be, for the resurrection of the dead depends upon
Christ's resurrection. If there be no resurrection of the dead, then is
,not Christ risen; the preaching of Christ was vain, and vain, too, was
faith in Him. More than this, if Christ's resurrection was a myth,
then the Gospel was falsifi ed, believ,ers were still "in their sios," and
so unsaved, and those who had died in the faith of Christ, believing
that their, sins were expiated, and remitted by God's grace, had
perished! (vv. 12-18). Well might he say, "If in this life only we
have hope in Christ, we are of all men most deservmg of pity" !
But the converse is the truth. "But now is Christ risen from the
dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept." Christ is risen!
All the Apostles were eyewitnesses of this fact, as is shown in this
chapter. Nay, may we not conclude from verse 6 that He was seen of
the whole Church of that day, when we read that: "After that He
,
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was seen of above five hundred brethren at once." These all, in spite
of the losses, trials, and persecution which their testimony involved,
bore witness to the resurrection of Christ, and were ready to lay down
toheir lives rather than deny it. And, since the Apostle Paul wrote
these words to those who believed in QQd, and acknowledged the
Authority of the Old Testament Scriptures, he proceeds to say: "If
Christ be not risen, we are found false witnesses of QQd; because we
have testi..'ied of God that He raised up Christ: Whom He raised not
up, if BO be that the dead rise not. For if the dead rise not, then is not
.Christ raised." His argument is that Christ and His people being ONE,
His resurrection involves theirs, and on the other hand, if there be no
resurrection of the dead in Christ, then it certainly follows that Christ
is not risen!
But Christ, the Head of His body, the Church, has become " the
Jirstrruits" of those that have fallen asleep in Him. His resurrection
is the earnest and pledge of theirs. Their sins had been taken away,
for Christ was raised" on account of our justificatlOn " (Rom. iv. 25).
"Justified by His blood," they have not perished. And so the Apostle
Paul could confidently affirm (1 Cor. vi. 14), "God hath both raised up
the Lord, and will also raise up us by His own power"; and (2 Cor.
iv. 14), " He which raised up the Lord ,Jesus, shall raise up us also by
J Cl'US, and shall present us with you"
Truly, our hope in Christ is not" in this life only." Take Peter's
testimony-" Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
which according to His abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto
a lively [i.e. living] hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and un defiled, and that fadeth
not away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of
God through faith unto salvation, ready to be revealed in the last tinle.
Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are
in heaviness through m",nifold temptations" (1 Peter i. 3-6).
This hope sustains the children of God amid the many trials of life.
Oh, how much the world needs this hope now! Yet the men of the
world do not possess it. The world is filled, at the present time, with
gl'Oans, sighing, sorrow, and anxiety! Oh, that there were more to
proclaiol the "living hope "-remission of sins, freedom from condemnation, redemption, deliverance, salvation, resurrection, Heaven,
eternal glory; all in Christ Jesus for sinners of mankind by the
Sovereign grace of God-yea, for all sinners of mankind who do not
" thrust it from them, and judge themselves unworthy of everlasting
life," as Paul said to the unbelieving Jews at Antioch (Acts xiii. 46).
Alas, what multitudes do this; but God hath secured the salvation
of His chosen ones in the Covenant of grace.
The Christian's hope of resurrection at the" coming" of Christ
(v. 23) includes the hope of reunion with dear ones who have ., fallen
asleep in Jesus." "But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren,
concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others'
which have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again,
I
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even so them also which sleep in Jesns will God bring with Him."
Then pfter further revelation concerning this great event, he says:
" Wherefore comfort one another with these words "-see the whole
passage, 1 Thess. iv. 13-18. This Scripture leaves no room for doubt
as to recognition in glory of those whom we have loved on earth, and
who have died in Christ.
Further, the Believer's hope extends beyond resurrection. It inc1udes: "So shall we be ever with the Lord," and looks onward to
" eternal glory." "Christ in you the hope of glory."
For this' all creation, animate and inanimate, waits in hope. Look
at Rom. viii. 18, 19-" For I reckon that the sufferings of this present
time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be
l'evealed in us. Fol' the earnest expectation of the creature [i.e.
'creation,' R.V.] waiteth for THE MANIFESTATION OF THE SONS OF
GOD. For the creation was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but
by reason of him who hath subjected the same [supply, 'waiting, I
say'] in hope. Because the creation itself also shall be delivered
from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty [' the liberty
Of the glory,' R.V.] of the children of God.. For we know that the
whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now.
And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the
Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of OUR body." "Our body," not as so
often misquoted: "the body "-indicating, as I conceive, the body
co~porate of the sons of God-the Church, the body of Christ.
May the Lord in the riches of His grace speedily bring it about! I
submit that it is right that we should so pray, as we so often do in the
Burial Service of the Church of England: "That it may please Thee,
of Thy gracious goodness, shortly to accomplish the number of thine
elect, and to hasten Thy kingdom, that we, with all those that are
departed in the true faith of Thy holy Name, may have our perfect
consummation and bliss, both in body and soul, in Thy eternal aud
everlasting glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord." But, in the
meantime, we must patiently wait. "If we hope for that we see not,
then do we with patience wait for it."

SOMETHING'SECRET.
" THE secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him." This was
exemplified in a simple and literal way when Joseph and when Daniel
stood in the courts where the Name of the Lord was not professed, and
showed the meanings of the royal dreams. Then, indeed, "he that
feared God came forth of them all "-astrologers, soothsayers, and
wise men-though the one was from a dungeon and the other from
the spoils of war. How anxious both were that God should have the
honour of the disclosures. "It is not in me," Joseph said, " Qod shall
give Pharaoh an answer of peace." And Daniel gave the s~me testi-
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mony: "There is a God that revealeth secrets." It might be noticed
in comparing the two cases, that Daniel asked for time in which with
much prayer and the help of his friends he might wait upon God for the
desired revelation. Joseph, brought hastily out of prison, interpreted
Pharaoh's dreams without hesitation, and apparently without any
exercise. To him the Lord had returned with mercies, and with the
blessing wherewith He enriched His long-tried and worn servant, He
added, then, no sorrow of exercise. "It is enough," the Lord has
said many a time since, and some cup of sorrow is EMPTY.
" The secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him." To know
what the mind of the Lord is concerning temporal things has perplexed
the souls of the living family in all generations. If only, as the Apostle
says, they could "understand what the will of the Lord is "-how
simple and straightforward a matter it would seem to do it. "What
wilt Thou have me to do? " has been prayed again and again, but the
. one was not aloue who complained, "When I cry and shout, He shutteth out my prayer," i.e. no answer comes yet. Every prayer is known
of God, and every desire is a prayer. How blessed it is that He has
. said pour out your hearts before Him unreservedly, simply, truly!
How more than blessed to rest in the faith that He will withhold nothing
that is good, that at the same time He will not spare denials for our
crying. But He answers and reveals His way-sooner or later, but
certainly leads His children where they ought to go, either by marked
prov,idences, distinctly spoken promises, or gentle but irresistible per8uaSlOtl.

" The secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him." Jonah said,
" I fear the Lord," but because of his rebellious ways the ship and the
men's lives were all in jeopardy. ONE secret of the Lord-the visitation of wicked Nineveh-was with him as he went down to the bottom
of the mountains, and the earth with her bars seemed to lie about him
for ever. But another secret sustained his sinking soul, and though
.cast out of God's sight, as it seemed, he said, " Yet will I look again to
Thy holy temple." What is it but the secret of the Lord that keeps
alive the living soul when, like Jonah's, it faints within him? What
but the secret strength of the mighty Conqueror gives it yet to fight
with the implacable unwearying devil, to be, though perplexed, not
in despair,-not cast down, though persecuted. It is the secret of the
Lord which makes the seeking, longing, hungry child of grace yet to
look and to wait and to pray.
" He lends an unseen hand,
He gives a secret prop,

Which keeps them waiting stand,
Till He fulfil their hope."
He will show them His Covenant, that it has been all the time His
doing, His Covenant-keeping love, power, and grace that have made
them follow still, though with so little joy. The best of blessings will
be theirs in possession; the inestimable sweetness of guilt gone, sin
forgiven, put away, forgotten; the filling of the soul with love, ardent
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and fearless; a place and a name in the righteonsness and merit of
Christ; a performing, a fulfilling, a completing of the spirit's precious
holy work in the heart; a welcome and an entrance by the Father of
mercies and the God of all comfort.
FOLLOWER-ON.

THE LATE BISHOP STRATON.
THE following obituary notice appeared in the Daily Telegraph, of
Monday, April 8th. Dr. Straton was one of the few bishops who took
a bold stand for the great principles of the Reformation. In York
Convocation he made a splendid speech against the permissive use of
the Mass Vestments, and he was conspicuously firm and faithful
against Romish innovations in the diocese of Newcastle. Such men
are greatly needed in these days of apostasy; but, alas! "the faithful
fail from among the children of men." Be it ours to stand firm by the
grace of God. We append the notice mentioned above.
"The Right Rev. Dr. Norman Dumenil John Straton, formerly
Bishop of Sodor and Man and afterwards of Newcastle, died on Friday,
at Tunbridge Wells, where he had been living since he retired from the
Episcopal Bench in 1915. The son of the late Rev. G. W. Straton,
Rector of Aylestone, Dr. Straton was a descendant of the fourth Duke
of Rutland and the first Earl of Roden. Born in 1840, he took Orders
in 1865, after graduating at Trinity College, Cambridge, and in the
following year he became Vicar of Kirkby 'Wharfe, near Tadcaster.
Nine years later he went to Wakefield as Vicar of All Saints, and in
1888 was appointed Archdeacon of Huddersfield. On the translation
of Dr. Bardsley from the see of Sodor and Man in 1892, Lord Salisbury
nominated Archdeacon Straton to the vacant bishopric. He remained
at the head of the island diocese for fifteen years, and then, on the
death of Dr. Lloyd, Bishop of Newcastle, Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman selected Dr. Straton to succeed him. Large-minded and tolerant,
he was, however, "a strong man" who never hesitated to hold that
any departure from the tenets of the Reformation could not fail to
have a disastrous effect on the Establishment, and that the Anglican
community was not the proper sphere for clergy who supported such
innovations. With' lawlessness' in the Church he grappled firmly,
and his strong Protestant attitude created for him many difficulties
with which he dealt straight-forwardly and unswervingly. A man of
much personal magnetism, he was a great preacher and orator, and
when in the Isle of Man his open-air services on Donglas Head attracted
enormous congregations. Dr. Straton married in 1873 a daughter of
Mr. J. R. Pease, of Hesslewood, Hull; she died two years ago."
" IF we do not work, we cannot eat; if we do not eat, we cannot
live. If we do not pray, we will not gain what we desire."-Dr. A. A.
Badge.
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THE

THOUGHTS ON PSALM CXIX, 141-149.
LATE REV. W. LUSH, A.K.C., RECTOR OF STRETTON·EN-LE·
FIELD, ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH.

(COntinued from page 183.)

am

141. "I
small and despised, but I have not forgouen Thy
precepts." Some, taking David to be the penman of this Psalm, see
in this verse a reference to his youth, as if he had respect to the· time of
his anointing by Samuel, when he was overlooked and despised in his
father's family (1 Sa/Il. xvi. 11, xvii. 8); but the word rather expresses
condition than age, and the meaning is that he was little in hi" own
esteem, and in the esteem of men, and was despised, and that on
account of religion, in which he was a. type of Christ (Psa. xxii. 6; Isa.
liii. 3), Who still continued faithful, and for the joy that was set before
Him endured the cross, despising the shame.
.
Verse 142. "Thy righteousness is for ever, and Thy law is truth."
Men may decree wickedness by a law, or they may change their decrees,
and with them what was right to-day may be wrong to-morrow; but
the law of God, both in its precepts and promises, is truth itself, and
His justice and rectitude are not capricious or mutable, as might be
inferred from the affiictions of His people, but unchangeable and to
eternity. He will never forsake His people, but remember them in
.
their low estate. .
Verse 143. "Distress and anguish have found me. Thy commandments are my delights."· We need not take pains, as many do, to .find
trouble and anguish, for they will one day find us. Happy for us if in
that day we can say of God's commandments, not only that they solace
us, but make us happy-that they are a succedaneum for all other
pleasures. But how fOilorn and desolate will be our state if at that
time ,ve shall have no better than worldly delights, no other pleasures
to succeed. What can all the pleasures of earth do for us on a dying
bed, or in the prospect of a judgment day 1
Verse 144. "The righteousness of Thy testimonies is everlasting;
give me understanding that I may live," This may refer to the righteousness which these testimonies require, or which they publish-the
righteousness revealed in the Gospel, which is the righteousness of
Christ. To have a spiritual understanding of these, and of those
things which relate to spiritual peace and comfort here, and eternal
happiness hereafter, is life eternal (John xvii. 3). But seeing by
nature we have the understanding darkened (Eph. iv. 18), may every
reader find it in his heart to pray with one of old-" In every sense, 0
Lord Jesu, Thy righteousness js ' everlasting'; grant me the understanding of it in every sense, and I shall live in Thee now, and with
Thee for ever."
Verse 145. "I cried with my whole heart; hear me, 0 wrd, I will
keep Thy statutes," So did Hannah, when she was in bitterness of soul
(1 Sani. i. 10, 15). And of what use is lip service without the heart 1
" This people draweth near to Me with their mouth, and honoureth
VERSE
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me with their lips, but their heart is far from ~{e; but in vain do they
worship Me " (Matt. xv. 8, 9). The text in its fulness refers to the
Lord Jesus Christ, Who in the days of His flesh offered up prayers and
supplications with strong crying and 'tears to Him That was able to
save Him from death, and was heard in that He feared. And He hath
left us an example, that we should follow His steps. And what instances have we on record of those who have found it true. "Ye shall
find Me when ye shall search for Me with all your heart" (Jer, xxix. 13).
Take but one illustration as given in Acts Aii., when Peter knocked at
the door where the Church was praying for him, what but prayer
bound his keepers' senses so fast in the chains of sleep, and made those
with which Peter was bound fall off without any hand to help but
Heaven's 1 What made the iron gate to open to him that had no key
in his hand to unlock it 1 Surely we must confess prayer opened
Heaven's door, and Heaven at the Church's prayer opened the prison
door,
The last words may be rendered, "that I may keep Thy statutes,"
and thus they express the end of the Psalmist's being heard, or the
very thing for which he desires to be heard.
Verse 146. " I cried unto Thee, Save me, and I shall keel' Thy testi·
monies." This was a leading petition of the human nature of Christ
to be saved out of all His troubles and afflictions, and out of the hand
of all His enemies. See Psa. lxix. 1; Luxvi. 2; xxii. 21. The augmented form of the last verb in the Hebrew is emphatic or intensive, I
will observe Thy testimonies,-that is, obey Thy precepts and believe
Thy promises. Who could say this but Him 1 Even the holiest of
His people are obliged continually to cry out, " In mauy things we all
offend," and, " If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us," and yet being made imitators of God as dear children, their desire is to walk in His steps Who did no sin, neither was
guile found in His mouth; for they delight in the law of God after the
inward man, but often find another law in their members warring
against the law of their mind, and bringing them into captivity to the
law of sin which is in their members.
'
• .
•
Verse 147. "I COme before Thee in the memory [twilight], and I cry
to Tllee; for Thy words do I wait." Here, again, we see Jesus, Who,
rising up a great while before day, went out into a solitary place, and
there prayed (Mark i. 35). The first verb has the same sense as iri
Psa. xcv. 2. Compare Psa, Ixxxviii. 13. Early prayer implies importunate desire. The twilight meant is that of the morning, as in 1 Sam.
xxx. 17; Job vii. 4. The second verb means to cry for help, See
Judges vi. 6; 1 Sam. xxviii. 15; Neh. v,,6. To wait for the word of
promise in regard to its fulfilment is hard work to flesh and blood;
yea, little faith is often ont of breath and prone to sit down or turn
back, when God seems to tarry, therefore the exclamation, "Though
it tarry, wait for it" (Hab. ii.); and this duty the Apostle ushers in
with an affectionate prayer-" The Lord direct your heart into the
love of God, and into the patient waiting for Christ."
(To b. continue".)
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GOSPEL MAGAZINE FUND.

A RECENT rise of nearly 50 per cent in the cost of production, and the
very great increase in the price of paper, imposes upon the Trustees
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE a specially onerous financial burden while
these abnormal conditions continue.
They earnestly appeal therefore for the consideration and support
of the devoted readers of the Magazine, and would welcome Donations
to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE Fund.
They very gratefully aclrnowledge the receipt of the following sums :£ s. d.
£ s. d.
Mr. L. J. Burgess
o 10 0 Miss Barton ..
0 4 0
Mr. Burgess, Senr.
o 10 0 Mm. Linklater (per Miss
Mrs. A. G. A. BalTY
050
o 5 0
Cowell)
Mr. W. Prebble
1 1 0 Mrs. Russell (per Miss
Miss Yewdall and Miss
050
L. Ormiston)
Ingham
o 10 0
2 0 0 Anon.
10 0 0
Mr. W. P. Kensett
4 8 0 Friend
Mr. R. McNeall
020
1 0 0 Mr. J. 1. Mackaness

JOHN BRADFORD'S "DEFENCE OF ELECTION."
To the Editor 0/ the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR SIR,-Your notice of the Second Edition of John Bradford's
"Defence of Election" was encouraging. An extract from King
Edward VIth's diary gives some idea of his widespread labours. Under
date December 18, 1551, the Diary says: "It was appointed I should
have six chaplains ordinary, of which two were to be present and four
always absent in Preaching: one year two in Wales, two in Lancashire
and Derby; next year two on the Marshes of Scotland, two in Yorkshire; the third year two in Devonshire, two in Hampshire; fourth
year two in Norfollr and Essex, and two in Kent and Sussex. These
six to be Bill, Harley, Perne, Grindall, Bradford and Knox."
As chaplain-in-ordinary to the king, John Bradford visited Saffron
Walden, Essex, on more than one occasion, as his letter written from
Newg~te shortly before he suffered martyrdom testifies.
" To the faithful, and such as profess the true doctrine of our Saviour
Jesus Christ, dwelling at Walden and thereabouts. . . .
" When I remember how that, by the providence and grace of God,
I have been a man, by whom it hath pleased Him, through my ministry,
to call you to repentance and amendment of life, something effectually,
as it seemed, and to sow amongst you His true doctrine and religion;
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lest that by my aflliction and the storms now arisen to try the faithful,
and to confirm them like to the image of the Son of God, into whose
company we are called, you might be faint-hearted-I could not, but
out of prison, secretly, for my keepers may not know that I have pen
and ink, write unto you a. signification of the desire I have, that you
should not only be more confirmed in the doctrine I have taught
amongst you, which I take on my death, as I shall answer at the day
of doom, I am persuaded to. be God's assured, infallible, and plain truth;
but also that you should, after your vocation, aver. the same by confession, profession, and living. . . . Go to, therefore, my dear hearts
in the Lord; waver not in Christ's religion, truly taught you and set
forth in King Edward's days. Never shall the enemies be able to burn
it, to prison it, and keep it in bonds; us they may imprison, they may
bind and burn, as they do, and will do so long as shall please the Lord;
but our cause, religion, and doctrine, which we confess, they shall never
be able to vanquish and put away."
This, as well as his faithful letter to the Town and University of
Cambridge, are well worthy of perusal in these days of declension and
departure from faith. I fear whether that remote Essex town
(Walden) would receive his true doctrine in these last days, which
testimony he sealed with his ashes, from which there arises unto God a
sweet savour of Christ.
Trusting the Lord God of Israel will still bless your labours in His
Name and cause for yet many days to come,
I am, Yours sincerely in Him,
" JABEZ.·'
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
. To the Editor

0/ the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

DEAR FRIEND,-The 'need for scattering broadcast Gospel literature
is as urgent as ever, and in these times of difficulty I shall value the
fresh help of our friends. A Missionary to sailors writes, " Very many
thanks for the three parcels of literature you have sent me. I had run
so short that I was just about to write asking if you could spare me
some, when the parcels came. I was glad to see them, I can assure you."
A Chaplain writes: "Can you kindly send us a good supply of
books 1 Our supplies are getting short, and our opportwlities are
increasing. Could you kindly send me at once 200 Khaki Testamep.ts 1
I want them specially next we.ek for two large military hospitals."
From a labourer amongst the soldiers: "I feel, dear brother, the
.deep need of labourers amongst the men. The temptations for them
are many, but Christ is able to keep in perfect peace those whose mind
is stayed on Him. We have given out about four thousand books and
five hundred Gospels. They have been given out prayerfully, and we
are sure that His Word shall not retUlTI void."
A Chaplain writes: "The two parcels of Testaments have duly
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arrived. You are indeed good to remember me. I shall have an
eager demand for them to-morrow'."
From a Missionary who has given out many thousands of our tracts
in France: "We are having visits from Gothas daily, and also during
the night. So soon as the alarm is given people commence running
to the Abris and to the refuges in the Underground Railway, fear and
consternation written largely on many faces. Others appear quite
unconcerned, and walk about the streets even although the bombs
fall close by. We have been able to distribute many Gospels, also
many tracts in French. We were also able to have some few open-air
Gospel meetings, and had good attention. In these solemn times we
need to watch and pray. Surely the coming of our Lord draws nigh."
Yours sincerely,
.
6, Stirling Road, Bath Road,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, April 2nd, 1918.

lIJrotutant

~tacon.

THE BISHOP OF MANCHESTER, THE ~IASS,
YOUNGER EVANGELICALS.

By

ANn

THE

THE EDITOR.

THE following contribution to the Reeord for ~farch 7th from the pen
ofthe Bishop of Manchester, Dr. Knox, forcefully sets forth the Romanizing efforts of the' Cl}nterbury Convocation in connection with their
.Revision of the Prayer Book. It also exposes the weakness of professed Evangelicals in regard to the Mass vestments, the Eastward
position, the use of unscriptural hymns, and the Report of the Archbishops' Committee on Church and State. The Bishop sees clearly
that the younger Evangelicals have failed to see the true inwardness
of the Romanizing movement, and he pertinently asks, " Is it too late
to rouse the Evangelical Bishops, Clergy, and laity, to a realization of
the danger into which they have been led 1" We append the Bishop's
remarks in full.
.
" The recent decision of the Convocation of Canterbury to restore
the Mass of the First Prayer Book of Edward VI. brings us undoubtedly
to the parting of the ways. For a service of the first importance we
are asked to allow an optional use, There is an end of uniformity.
:{lut there is much more in this decision. The Roman Catholics, who
are using our extremists as their unconscious cat's paw, will be able
to say, ' Is it really the case that your Church cannot decide whether
it is obligatory or not that the Mass should be offered as the principal
observance of the Lord's Day l' A Church which cannot say' Yes'
or ' No ' to such a question as that cannot really deserve the respect
of any man who sincerely believes in the Sacrifice of the Mass. Our
extremists will be compelled by the necessity of self-respect, by their
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love for .their own Church, to demand as soon as they can that the
Mass shall be the service of obligation, and that the service used shall
be such as makes it plain that the Mass is offered. They will also
demand as a necessary consequence that the Ordinal shall express the
intention of the Church, and that the clauses and ceremonies expressing
this intention shall be restored.
" This landslide has been inevitable since the Bishops allowed the
optional use of vestments. They did not then intend to restore the'
Mass, but they took the step which made restoration of the Mass
inevitable. The vestments without the Mass were simply masquerade.
If the vestments were lawful, the Mass must be lawful; if the Mass is
lawful, it must be obligatory. There is no real half-way hOllse to any
intelligent mind that has seriously taken in all that is implied in the
Mass.
"But what will the Evangelicals do 1 They have far too long
refused to see all that was involved in this controversy. When I speak
thus of the Evangelicals, I am .thinking of many of our leaders, and of
many who will be the leaders when we seniors are gone. They have
accepted the optional use of vestments, and some have even worn
them. They have regarded the Eastward position as indifferent,
though it was introduced with no other object than that of proclaiming
a sacrificial intention. They have inserted in their most recent Hymn
Book Dr. Bright's hymn, 'And now, 0 Father, mindful of the love,'
a hymn which is intended to emphasize the very points which this last
alteration of the prayers in the service is intended to emphasize. What
will they do now 1
Among other things they will support the Report of the Archbishops'
Committee on Church and State, which has made no concealment of
the fact that the new Conncil is to have power to repeal the Act of
Uniformity, thus over-riding the one obstacle which remains in the
way of the Romanizing of our Church, the Upper HOllse of the Province
of York.
.
" Is it too late to rouse the Evangelical Bishops, clergy, and laity to
a realization of the danger into which they have been led 1 The
unhappy self-stultification of the Canterbury Bishops ought to warn
our friends that thinr.;s are what they are, and that our intentions cannot make them otherwise. If the Mass is, as the Oxford Diocesan
Mission Council proclaim it to be, ' a more direct appeal to the supernatural' than Mat,tins, if there a miracle is wrought with and upon
the consecrated elements, apart from their use, then each concession
in that direction makes the next more inevitable. We may pity the
Bishops for having said they would not consent two years ago, but we
must feel that their refusal was the desperate last cling of a falling man
to a rotten bough. It softens the fall a little, though it makes the
falling man look more ridiculous. But is it too late to save the Evangelicals from the same catastrophe 1 There are indications that it is
so. I shall watch anxiously for the steps to be taken by the Dean of
"E. A. MANCHESTER."
Canterbury and other of our leader,~.
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In the same issue of the Record appears a letter from Col. D. F.
Douglas-Jones, late Treasurer of the World's Evangelical Alliance,
explaining his reasons for resigning his position on the Council of the
Evangelical Alliance. This letter shows how what are called" modern "
views of the atonement and of the inspiration of the Scriptures have
captivated the minds of men who still claim to be Evangelical. We
quote his letter as follows :.
" Sir,-A notification appeared in your issue of February 14 that I,
with other Evangelical Churchmen, had resigned from the Council of
the Evangelical Alliance. I acted, however, quite independently of
the other gentlemen named in your notification. I have in consequence
been asked almost daily my reasons 'for taking this step, and in some
quarters my" action appears to have been misconstrued, so I hope you
will allow me to state my reasons briefly in your columns.
" During recent years chairmen and speakers have- been invited on
to the Alliance platforms who by their utterances or in their writings
have set forth views derogatory, in my opinion, to the atoning work of
our Lord Jesus Christ, or to the inspiration of the Bible as held by this
organization since its foundation. A section of the Executive Council,
whose views might fairly be described as 'modern,' have, despite protests, adopted a broadening policy which I cannot endorse, and to this
end they passed a resolution that the Council is not responsible for
what their speakers may say. But this does not exonerate them from
their responsibility to God should any weaker brethren be led astray
by men who' handle the Word of God deceitfully.' To what extent
this widening process may go I cannot say, and where the limit of the
term 'Evangelical' will be fixed it is impossible to foretell.
" I count it a great privilege to join in prayer with any who love our
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, although I may differ from them upon
many points, but as a member of the Council of this Society I could
not agree to popularize its meetings at the expense of truth. This is a
dangerous phase of religious life, which may result in the overthrow
of such as are weak in the faith.
" My remarks do not refer to the honoured names which figure on
the list of the General Council, which has not met for years, and probably these members are ignorant of what has taken place. It is with
much regret I felt compelled to leave a work which has been dear to me
for some thirty-six years.
"D. F. D'OUGLAS-JONES, Colonel.
" Late Treasurer World's Evangelical Alliance.
" Wimbledon."

Further confirmation of these evil tendencies is seen in a recent
Report of a sub-Committee of the Church Missionary Society. That,
Report has been accepted by the General Committee of the C.1I1.S.,
although it tolerates under certain circumstances the Eastward, sacerdotal position at the Communion Table, to which the Bishop of Manchester makes reference, and although in the view of a modern Evan-
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gelical the Society in that Report is "seeking to adjust itself to the
conditions of our modern intellectual life." "It is not," says this
writer, "speaking here in the voice of a past generation." That is,
it is not speaking in the language of the Old Evangelicals. "It is
holding out the right hand of fellowship to all in the student world,
within the ample limits of the modern J!;vangelical school, who seek a
missionary vocation." "The ample limits of the modern Evangelical
school"! Note these words. Another Neo-Evangelical gives us au
insight into the meaning of these words. He says of the O.M.S. subCommittee's Report, " The younger generation are asking for liberty,
and this report gives them what they need. It is a great declaration
of freedom-freedom in respect of Biblical criticism, ceremonial, and
co-operation with other societies." In this writer's view' the Church
Missionary Society by its adoption of this Report has endorsed what
the older Evangelicals would have regarded as loose views ou the
Inspiration of the Bible, the Eastward position, and co-operation with
l'itualistic missionary societies. We sorrowfully believe that his interpretation of the meaning of the O.M.S. Report is the right one.
It thus becomes evident that professedly Evanglical Societies aud
professedly Evangelical men are breaking loose from the old paths.
There is therefore all the more need for m'en who value the old truths
to unite their forces in defence of the faith once for all delivered to the
saints.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY_

.
,"

A NEW financial year has opened, and the Committee are looking to
the Lord graciously to snpply the needs of the Institution_ The past
twelvemonths have been marked by tokens for good, the work, in all
departments, having been maintained. In view of the increasing
national pressure an additional number of new annual subscriptions
are earnestly desired, as it is hoped that, in-a future of peace, plans for
enhancing the benefits conferred upon pensioners may be matured.
Friends will find the Homes pleasant resorts, and visits to those in
these quiet resting-places will often prove means of grace. We
would remind our readers of the localities in which they are found:
Camberwell, Hornsey Rise, Stamford Hill, Brighton, Gerrard's Oross,
Winchester, and Leicester. Through the Benevolent Funds much is
done to minister to sick and infirm inmates. In our two largest Homes
excellent res'dent nurses are engaged, and at Hornsey Rise there is an
Infirmary.
Auxiliaries and collections after sermons have been valuable aids,
and to all friends who have taken part in them we express our grateful
acknowledgments. Collections are especially useful, as they are such
an excellent means of keeping the work before those who love its basis
and methods. "So tired," wrote a pensioner of 85, who has recently
entered into rest; he added, "By God's grace I shall be ready to go
Home, for my work is done; 55 years I have been a village preacher,
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and would like to go now." A pensioner in the Midlands writes: "How
many ti'l)es this year have I proved the promise true, ' as thy days, so
s,hall thy strength be.' I often say that from the Lord is my fruit
found; by the Holy Spirit I have comfort as I pass through this
troublesome world, looking for .the day when my Redeemer will present
me faultless before the Presence of His glory with exceeding joy. I
thank all the kind friends who minister to my temporal wants."
Testimony is borne in another letter as follows: "I still live by
myself, and the nights seem long; but I read in the good old Book my
title clear to mansions that will never decay, where there will be no
more a body of sin to carry about, like a huge cloak keeping me down,
and no more conflicts with the 'tempter and distressing doubts and
fears. I thank God for the Society."
Of a centenarian pensioner, lately deceased, a friend writ",": "Her
mind was quite clear to the last, she kept her bed only one week. The
pension has been a great comfort to her; she devoted it to her rent,
which she paid quarterly, and it was quite a rest to her mind to know
that was provided for. She managed the money ,affairs of her little
home to the last. Though unable to meet with us in the House of
Prayer for some years, she was always pleased to hear of prosperity
and grieved to hear of adversity."
I t is to such as these that the Society ministers, and no fewer than
1150 are upon the books, finding the comfort of permanent and
punctual help.
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GOD AND HIS ELECT. By' the REV. HENRY ATHERTON. Pp. 14.
Price 2d., post free; 10/- per 100. (SOVEREIGN GRACE UNION,
REV. HENRY ATHERTON, The Parsonage, 100-102, The Grove,
•Camberwell, London, S.E.5.)
The godly consideration of our election in Christ is stated to be " full
of sweet, pleasant, and unspeakable comfort to godly persons" in the
XVIIth Article. The author of this pamphlet clearly shows that this
truth is set forth in the Scriptures, in the Confessions of Faith of the
Reformed Churches, and in the Prayer Book and Homilies of the
Church of England. He also shows that those who subscribe to the
39 Articles of the Church of England, and those Nonconformist ministers who accept" The Westminster Confession of Faith," all profess to
believe in the doctrine of Election, and yet this precious truth is but
rarely heard from our' pulpits. It is a lamentable sign of the times
that it should be found necessary to emphasize a truth so plainly
revealed, and which lies at the basis of pure Gospel preaching.
" BECAUSE Christ is alive, His elect in due time receive spirituitllife
by the power of the Holy Spirit."-9. H. Spurgeon.
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