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CHRIST THE REST-GIVER.
" Come unto Me, all ye that la)JOu1' mId a-re heavy laden, and
I will give you rest. "-MATT~ xi. 28.

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, who spoke these t.ender, tonching, and
comforting words, claims here to be the Rest-Giver. In these days
of hurry and rush many get tired in body and mind. They:'get
run down and overdone, and become unequal to the continued
pressure arising from work, anxiety, and worry. They repair to
a physician, and he tells them that what they need is complete
rest. A rest-cure is therefore prescribed. Our LORD, as the
great Physician, prescribes a spiritual rest-cure. "Come unto
Me," He says, " and I will give you rest."
"Come, ye sinners, poor and wretched,
Weak and wounded, sick and sore;
Jesus ready stands t~ save you,
Full of pity joined with power;
He is able,
He is willing; doubt no more.
Come, ye weary, heavy laden,
Lost and ruined by the fall ;
If you tarry till you're better
You will never come at all.
Not the righteous,
Sinners Jesus came to call."-(Hart.)
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Let us think of CHRIST as the Rest-Giver.
1. He is fully qualified to give spiritual rest.
When a rest-cure is prescribed for body and mind, some JjeautifuI
health resort is recommended where the air is fresh, pure, and
invigorating, and where there is likely to be a large amount of
sunshine. 'The health resOlt is chosen because of the qualities it
possesses to cure the tired worker. CHRIST and CHRIST alone
has all the necessary qualifications to give spiritual rest to the
weary sinner. No OTdinary person dare stand forth and say to
multitudes of weary sinners in every age, " I will give you rest."
An ordinary man who claimed to possess such power would be
regarded as demented. But CHRIST is no ordinary person. He
Who gives this gracious invitation with its accompanying promise
is One Whose goings-forth have been from of old, frOlJ.l everlasting.
He could say, " All things are delivered unto Me of My FATHER:
and no man knoweth the SON, but the FATHER; neither knowetb
any man the FATHER, save the SON and he to whomsoever' the
SON will reveal Him" (Matt. xi. 27). He hath all power to bestow
spiritual rest, for "all things are delivered unto Him." "The
FATHER loveth the SON, and hath given all things into His hand"
(John iii. 35). He could say to His FATHER, "FATHER, the hour
is come; glorify Thy SON, that Thy SON also may glorify Thee:
, as Thou hast given Him power over all flesh, that He should give
eternal life to as many as Thou hast given Him" (John xvii. 1,2).
He 'hath full power then to give thee life and rest and peace, 0
heavy-laden sinner. He is fully qualified to deal Ilith thy case.
The FATHER hath anointed Him to preach good tidings to the
poor. He hath sent Him on purpose to heal the broken·hearted.
Thou canst make no mistake then in repairing to Him. Oh, if thou
art longing for rest and hungering for righteousness, go to Him.
He saith to thee, "Incline your ear, and come unto Me: hear,
and your soul shall live ; and I will make an everlasting covenant
with you, even the sure mercies of David " (Isa. Iv. :3).
2. He gives rest to the hard·worked ones.
This gracious invitation is addressed to "all ye that labour."
You are labouring har~. You were dead in trespasses and sins,
but you have been quickened and regenerated by the SPIRIT of
GOD. He has also convicted you of your sinfulness. You knOll'
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something of the plague of your heart. You own yourself to be
a sinner by nature and by practice. You perceive that the wages
of sin is death, and you long for the rest of pardon, peace, and
eternal safety. At first you may imagine that you can secure
these by your own religiousness and amendment of life. You
therefore give yourself to Bible reading, prayer, and attendance
at services and ordinances. You fast, give alms, do many works.
of your own devising, and you abandon your former evil ways,
.and to all appearance you live an lipright life. But all this is an
~ndeavour to establish your own righteousness and to secure
pardon and salvation through your own merits. Such efforts
are bound to prove fruitless. Such labour is bound to fail in the
desired result. The salvation of a sinner is not by works of
righteousness which he does himself. He is saved, not according
to his own works, but according to GOD'S Own purpose and grace
given him in CHRIST JESUS before the world began (see 2 Tim.
i. 9; Titus iii. 5-7). If thou art to be saved, 0 toiling one, it must
he by grace, not by thine own works. To the saved people of
Ephesus the Apostle wrote, "By grace are ye saved through
faith; . and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of GOD: llot of
works, lest any man should boast" (Eph. ii. 8, 9). "A man is
justified by faith without the deeds of the law" (Rom. iii. 28).
" 'Tis not by works of righteousness
Whiqh our own hands have done;
But we are saved by sovereign grace
Abounding through the SON."-(Watts.)
To CHRIST, then, repair, if thou wouldest hav.e rest.
3. He gives rest to the burdened ones.
The HOLY GHOST has so brought home to you the number and
maguitude of your sins that you feel them to be like a burden
pressing you dqwn with their great weight. You cry out, "Mine
iniquities have taken hold upon me, so that I am not able to look
up; they are more than the hairs of mine head: therefore my
. heart faileth me." Or you exclaim, "Mine iniquities are gone
over mine head: as an heavy burden they are too heamJ for me"
(Psa. xl. 12; xxxviii. 4). Well, it is precisely to such a one as
you that the LORD gives His tender invitation. "Come," He
says, "unto l'iIe, all ye that are heavy laden, and I will give you
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I'est.'',,;; The burd'en of sin is indeed heavy, but I bare your sins
in My Own body on the tree. JEHOVAH.My FATHER laid your
iniquity upon Me. I bare its penalty. I was wounded for your
transgressions and bruised for your iniquities. I put away your
sin',.. by the sacrifice of Myself. I shed My blood to secure the
remission of your sins. Come; then, to lVIe. Trust in My atoningblood, and you will hear the voice of My FATHER saying unto you,
" I have blotted out as a thick cloud thy transgressions, and as a
cloud thy sins." "He that cometh to Me shall never hunger;
and he that beJievcth on Me shall never thirst." None but He
can satisfy your longings. None but He can give rest. Noah's
dove "found no rest for the sole of her foot" outside the ark,
and the burdened sinner can find no ease from the weight of his
sins except in CHRIST.
"In the ark the weary dove
Found a welcome resting-place;
Thus my spirit longs to prove
Rest in CHRIST, the Ark of grace.
Tempest-tossed I long have been,
And the flood increases fast;
Open, LORD, and take me in,
Till the storm be overpast.
Safely lodged within Thy breast,
Wbat a wondrous change I find!
Now I know the promised rest
Can compose a troubled mind.
You that weary are, like me,
Hearken to the Gospel·call ;
To the Ark for refuge flee,
JESUS will receive you all! "--(Newton.)
4. He gives the rest at vict01y.
What a rest we are having now after the grea,t war! How
.comforting and restful it is to feel that so far as lllan can judge,
our enemies are thoroughly beaten, and for a long time there is
likely to be a measure of peace. Other troubles have arisen.
Industrial strife has manifested itself, and many and great problems
still tax the wisdom of our statesmen. Yet it is a great rest to·
'feel that for a time at least the awful carnage of the war is over.
The spiritual conflict never really ceases. There is always war
between the flesh),nd the spirit, between darkness and light, error
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and truth, GOD and the devil, hell and heaven. But there are
times when the conflict is very much more severe than at other
times. We get unbalanced. Some small thing, perhaps, occasions
a fierce conflict, and we have revealed to us afresh the depths of
the iniquity of the old nature. Eventually, however, we are
brought into smoother waters. The terrible storm is followed by
a calm, and the disturbed, harassed, and distressed believer is
quiet and at rest. Who is it Who pilots the believer into calm,
peace, and rest 1 Is it not the great REST-GIVER 1 Through His
indwelling SPIRIT we are enabled to mortify the deeds of the body;
through His strength we are enabled to stand against the wiles
of the devil; through faith in Him we gain the victory which
overcometh the world. Then there is comparative rest from
war.
War against the inhabitants of Canaan did not permanently
cease in Joshua's time, but there were times when great and farreaching victories were achieved" and the land rested from war."
"The LORD gave them rest round about, according to all that
He sware unto their fathers: and there stood not a man of all
their enemies before them; the LORD delivered all their enemies
into their hand" (Joshua xi. 23; xxi. 44).
5. He gives rest from wor-/'y.
We remember receiving a letter from a wealthy merchant in
the north of England, in which he said, "It is not work which
kills, but worry." We are all prone to worry and to be anxious.
The housewife is prone to worry about her cooking, her husband
about his business, her children about their lessons and examinations. The clergyman may worry about his sermons and about
parish work. Parents may worry about the clothing, the education, and the future of their children. Now worry is really anxiety,
and anxiety is sin. It is not easy to avoid it, and some temperaments are more liable to worry than others. There can be no
doubt, however, that anxious thoughts are a manifestation of
unbelief. They indicate a failure to trust fully in our Covenant
GOD. Our LORD says, "If GOD doth so clothe the grass of the
field, which to-day is, and to-morrow is cast into the oven, shall
He not much more clothe you, 0 ye o/little faith 1 Be not therefore anxious, saying, What shall we eat 1 or, What shall we drink -1
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or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed 1" (Matt. vi. 30, 31, R.V.)
Worry is not only sinful, but it is harmful to body and mind. Dr.
A. T. Schofield says, "\Vorry produces disease iu various ways.
Iu the first place, it is a common predisposing cause, lowering
the whole tone of the organism. People who habitually worry
are far more liable to disease than those who do not, and most of
all if their worry is partly due to the fear of disease. . . . Then
worry may be an exciting cause, and absolutely produce disease.
Nervous exhaustion, and, indeed, neurasthenia of all sorts may
be thus caused, and other more unlikely diseases may be partly
produced by this destructive mental process" (Good H eallh
for All, p. 84). The great remedy for worry is quiet, restful
trust in the Rest·GIvER. "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace,
whose mind is stayed on Thee: because He trusteth in Thee"
(Isa. xxvi. 3). Come unto Him, 0 worried One. Hide yourself
under His wings. Nestle in His bosom. Put all your problems
into His hands, and look quietly and calmly to Him to solve them.
" Casting all your anxiety upon Him, because He careth for you"
(1 Pet. v. 7);
" Be still, my heart! these anxious cares
To thee are burdeus, thorns, and snares;
They cast dishonour on thy LORD,
And contradict His gracious word,-(Newton.)
6. He gives heavenly rest.
The promised land was the earthly rest of GOD'S ancient people.
Moses said to them when they were on its borders, "Ye are not
as yet come to the rest and to the inheritance, which the LORP
your GOD giveth you" (Deut. xii. 9). That rest, into which the
chosen and redeemed people of GOD entered, is a type, imperfect
it is true, but yet a type, of the heavenly rest, the heavenly inherit·
ance which will be the portion of all the spiritual Israel. Perfect
rest will be their portion then. They will have rest from sorrow,
from anxiety, from pain, from persecution. "To you who are
troubled, rest with us, when the LORD JESUS shall be revealed
. from heaven ." (2 Thess. i. 7). Yes, that is the time when rest in
resurrection blessedness will be our portion, " when He shall come
to be glorified in His saints, and to be admired in all them that
believe." What a blessed prospect! How different the portion
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'Of those who reject CHRIST and are associated with Ant,ichrist.
"They have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and
his image, and whosoever receiv~th the mark of his name" (Rev.
xiv. 11). "The wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot
rest" (Isa. Ivii. 20). Only in CHRIST is there rest now and eternaJ
rest hereafter. He is the Rest-Giver.
" My SAVIOUR'S precious blood
Has made my title sure;
He passed through death's dark raging flood,
To make my rest secure."
" Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways and see, and ask
for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and
ye shall find rest for your souls" (Jer_ vi. 16). CHRIST is the good
way. He is the way, the truth, and the life. Those who walk
in that way find rest for their souls.
THE EDITOR.
Whitington V Uxtrage,

Stoke Fen'Y, NOj·/olk.
-~="'---

" AND wh~n

I'm to die, 'Receive me,' I'll cry,
For Jesus hath loved me, I cannot say why:
But this I do find, we two are so joined,
He'll not live In glory and leave me behind."
Rev. John Gambold.

THE Sabbath is not merely a Jewish institution, as so many thoughtlessly affirm. It is not merely an enactment of the ceremonial law
belonging to those types and shadows which gave place to Christian
liberty. We hlJ.ve it on the highest authority that "the Sabbath
was made for man." Its beneficent intention was not limited to
any tribe, race, or season, but was co-extensive with toil-worn humanity.
The dedication of one-seventh of time to rest from common labour
and to higher service belongs to the-origin of human history. God
gave His own day that it might Qe kept for His glory and mail's best
welfare, and His blessing has always rested upon its faithful observance.
His promises have been realized by those who have duly used it.
His wal'lrings have been experienced by those who have treated it·
with contempt. No doubt harm has been done by the imposition
of restraints and obligations unwarranted by the Bible, but this harm
has been trifling in comparison with the mischief caused by the opening
of the worldly floodgates, through which God's precious gift has been
swept away.-The English Churchman.
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CHRISTIAN UNITY.
" And the !nultitude of the1n that believed were of one heart and
of one soul."-AcTS iv. 32.

THE infant Church had grown into a multitude. Three thousand
were converted on the.. day of Pentecost, "and the Lord added
to the Church daily such as should be saved." Later on, "many
of them which heard the word believed; and the number of the
men was about five thousand" (Acts iv. 4). Yet, though the
members of the Church were so numerous, they "were of one
heart and of one souL" There was doubtless much variety in the
membership. Some were rich and some were poor. They varied
in position, temperament, and attainments. Underlying all these
variations, however, there was real unity of heart and mind. It
could be said of the infant Church, "Behold, how good and how
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity" (Psa. cxxxiii.
I). This was as it should be. There is, however, a unity in evil.
Satan and his angels are doubtless united in their antagonis~.
against God and His truth. There was unity in the fOl"ces of evil
which crucified the Lord of glory. Herod, Pontius Pilate, the
Gentiles, and the people of Israel were gathered together as one
man against the Anointed of God (Acts iv. 27). The professing
Church and the world united their forces against Christ and
crucified Him. A numbel· of visible churches belonging to different
denominations may be united, and be of one mind, and yet they
may be enemies of Christ and His Gospel. The members of the
Jewish Council were united when they ran upon Stephen "'With
one accord," and cast him out of the city and stoned him (Acts
vii. 57, 58). There may be unity in the worship of idols. A great
crowd '~ rushed with one o(;oord into the theatre" at Ephesns, and
" all wit1J one voice about the space of two hours cried out, Great
is Diana of the Ephesians " (Acts xix. 29, 34). Unity is not everything. The cry of re-union is in the air. There is a growing
desire for unity amongst the various churches and denominations.
So keenly are many set upon bringing about a re-union of this
kind. that they are ready to agree to a truce to what they call
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" minor controversies." "A real Church for us all must be very
inclusive and elastic," says one of these advocates of re-union_
It must include men who wear mass vestments and men who
minister in their ordinary at~ire. All distinctive robes must be
regarded as '~equally needless and equally innocent." Nonconformists must tolerate "many High Church usages." Men
holding modern views of the Bible· and men who believe in its
plenary and verbal inspiration must all unite together and ignore
the vital differences in doctrine which separate them. Any state·
ment concerning the authority of Scripture with a view to re-union,
says another writer, " must be wide enough to embrace also those
who could not hold the absolute accuracy of the Bible in historic
or scientific matters" (see CheltenltMn Conference Papers,.
June, 1918).
It is important that we should realize whither things are tending.·
The re-union of all denominations may seem a very beautiful
idea, but if it involves the toleration of Rationalism and Ritualism,
it is not the unity which is commended in the Word of God. God's
true people are already united. They are vitally lmited to Christ
and to each other, and no re-union of visible Churches is needed
to bring about the oneness which already exists amongst the
redeemed family of God. But fellowship ",-i.th false teachers if>
plainly contraly to the teaching 0'£ God's Word. The Lord's
people are to beware of false prophets. They are to try the spirits,
whether they be of God. They are expressly enjoined to be not
unequally yoked with unbelievers. "What fellowship hath
righteousness with unrighteousness ~ and what communion hath
light with darkness?" Truth and error cannot commingle. It
may be said that men teaching very diverse doctrines are found
within the. pale of the Church of England. That is true, but the
Protestant and Evangelical doctrines of the Church of England
are still binding on all her ministers. If some depart from the
thirty-nine articles and still retain their positions in the Church
of England, the fault is not with the Church of England but with
those who fail to administer her laws. If, also, men who claim
to be Evangelical and Protestant have fellowship with and cooperate with Rationalists and Ritualists, it only shows that the
old antagonism to error is dying off and that many professed
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Evangelicals are' ceasing to walk in the old paths. The manifestation of Scriptural, C~ristian unity is not dependent 01\ the re-union
of external organizations. This is well stated by the Editor of
The English Churohma.n. We quote from our contemporary as
follows :" We do not look to external organization for the true manifestation of Christian unity. Suppose that the Established and Free
Churches were all agreed upon the character and functions of the
'historic Episcopate,' suppose that they had gone further and
eonsented to adopt it as the common form of ecclesiastical government, they would be no nearer than they are at present to the
Christian unity that matters. Can anyone say that the Church
-of England is itself a united body 1 Not merely do doctrines
and methods vary in its parishes" but they are fundamentally at
variance. While it is a house divided against itself, it is in no
position to make oveltures to others. Nor would the cause of
real re-union be promoted by the nominal adherence of Noncon·
formity to its Episcopal principles and methods. It would be
idle to talk of agreement as long as the great cleavage on vital
subj ects remained open and unhealed. Truth and error can
never commingle, and all proposals based upon that false idea are
destined to meet with disappointment and failure. There is,
we are thankful to know, a real Christian unity, which committees
ean neit)ler make nor unmake. It exists between all the spiritual
members of Christ to whatever denomination they may belong.
We rejoice in every recognition of its presence and every manifestation of fellowship which is founded upon it. When true
believers meet together acknowledging one Lord and quickened
by one Spirit, a unity pervades the assembly which no sectional
differences can divide or ·destroy. In the closing days of this
dispensation, amid the abounding evils that defile the professing
Church, it may be that God will draw .all such into closer communion of heart and life for their mutual support and comfort.
That would surely be Christian unity in its essential being aud
proper effect."-(The English Churohrrw.n, April 11th, 1918).
, Let us briefly think of the nature of that oneness which
characterized the infant Church.
1. There wcw oneness beoause its members were one body.
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There is but one body, and by one Spirit all its members are·
baptized into the one body. If it be asked, WllO are the members.
of this body? the Apostle answers, "We " (believers) "being
many are one body in Christ, and eVel'Y one members one of
another" (Rom. xii. 5). All who have been washed, sanctified,
and justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of
our God, are the body of Christ and members in particular.
Another name for the one body is the Church. Christ is "the
Head over all things to the Church, which is His body" (Eph. i..
22, 23). As there is but one body, so there is but one Church,
"the Church of God, which He hath purchased with His Own
blood." That Church comprises all the elect people of God to
whatever denomination they belong. What is needed to·day
is not the re-lUlion of the various denominations, but that all real
believers should manifest their oneness with each other. They
should own and recognize each other as brethren in the Lord.
~Te need, however, to distinguish between true believers of all
denominations and mere professors, between the Church invisible
composed of God's elect and regenerated people, and the visible
churches which are composed of the children of the kingdom and
the children of the wicked one.
2. There was oneness because 1'tS l1wmbe1's were ind1velt by the
one Spirit.
There is one Spirit, the Holy Ghost. He dwelleth in the hearts
of all God's true people. "If any man have not the Spirit of
Christ he is none of His" (Rom. viii. 9). His presence and influence
produce unity among the members of the one family. There
can, however, be no unity between those who are indwelt by the
Spirit and those who are "sensual, having not the Spirit" (Jude·
J 9\.
.
3. The1'e wc's oneness because its members were inspired with one
hope.
These were" called in one hope of thei,r calling" (Eph. iv. 4).
They were all begotten to a Jiving hope. They were looking 'for
that blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of their great
God and Saviour Jesus Christ. They were all expecting their
Lord to return. They believed that He Who had ascended to
glory would desceud from heaven to receive them unto Himself.
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They were therefore waiting for His return, looking forward with
hope to His glorious appearing. This oneness of hope tended to
promote that oneness of heart which characterized them.
4. There was oneness because its members were ioine,d to and
owned one Hcad and one Lord.
Christ, "the Head of the body, the Church," was the centre of
unity. Neither Rome nor Canterbury is the centre of unity.
The re-union of all the Churches around the Pope as their centre
would be a union which recognized the arrogant claims of Papal
Infallibility, the idolatry of the Mass, the abominations of the
Confessional and of saint worship, and all the other superstitions
connected with Romanism.
The reunion of all the Protestant denominations with Canterbury
as their centre could only be effected, as things are, by a latitudinarian agreement to tolerate all the errors in doctrine now rife
in the Churches. The members of the real Church of God are
already of one heart and of one soul, for Chl'ist is their centre,
and as they draw nearer to Him they get nearer to each other.
5. There was oneness becau-se its members had one fa·ith.
They had all " obtained a like precious faith in the righteousness
of our God and Saviour Jesus Christ" (2 Pet. i, 1, R.V.). Divinely.
bestowed faith in the justifying righteousness and the atoning
blood of Christ characterized them. This precious fait.h was
common to them all, and that drew them to each other.
Then they all believed the same set of Gospel truths. There is
<mly "one faith," "the faith which was once delivered unto the
saints." In this fa.ith they stood fast. "They continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of
. bread, and in prayers" (Acts ii. 42). In this early stage in the
Church's history, departure from the faith had not set in. What
is it which has rent the professing Church asunder into contending
factions ~ It is apostasy from the pure truth of the Gospel. It
is departure from the Word of God. No wonder Christendom is
divided. If, in the early Apostolic days, men had begun to deny
the plenary inspiration of the Scriptures, the doctrines of
substitution, the virgin birth, and the resurrection, or if others
had begun to teach transubstantiation, saint worship, purgatory,
prayers for the dead, auricular confession, and priestly absolution,
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unity would have been broken. It would have been impossible
for men who were loyal to apostolic truth to have been" of tone
heart and of one soul" with those who were teaching error. Two
<:annot walk together except they be agreed.
6. Lastly, there was oneness because its members were all children
()! the One God and the One Father.
This cannot be said of all the members of anyone of the visible
churches. The evil mingle with the good. Tares are found
among the wheat. The children of the wicked one have been
introduced by Satan amongst the children of God. It is true
that discipline must be exercised in the case of gross offenders.
Men who are beyond all doubt strangers to Divine grace are not
to be welcomed to positions of responsibility in the Church, nor
are they to be encouraged ro attend the Lord's Table. But,
because of our inability to read the heart and to infallibly
distinguish between the real and the false professor, both tares
and wheat are ro grow together till the harvest. Meanwhile,
the real children of God naturally draw together. They are" of
one heart and of one soul," though they may belong to different
sections of the professing Church. There is one God and Father
-of all believers. He has regenerated and sanctified them by His
Spirit. They have the testimony of the Holy Ghost that they
are God's children, and they can say "Abba, Father." The
members of this living family are to love one another and own
one another as those who are born of God and washed in the blood
of the Lamb. This is the oneness which God's people should seek
ro manifest. It is hopeless to expect a satisfactory re-union of
the various Churches in this dispensation. The rigid exclusion
of godly and faithful men from Church of England pulpits simply
because they have not been Episcopally ordained is of course
indefensible. The same may be said of the attempt on the part
{)f bishops ro hinder clergymen from occupying Nonconformist
pulpits when invited ro do so. The members of the true Church
-of God, scattered throughout the earth and found in various
,denominations, are already one. They are members of the one
body the Church; they are baptized and animated by the one
Spirit; they are inspired with one hope; they acknowledge one
Read; they hold one faith; they are the predestined children of
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the one God. This unity needs to be more and more manifested.
But there can be no unity between those who hold Evangelical
truth and those who hold Rationalistic or Romish error. Truth
and error cannot join forces, whether in the case of the members'
of one particular denomination, or in regard to all the denominations in the aggregate. The Lord's tme people should "stand
fast in one Spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of
the Gospel," and with one mind and one mouth they should seek
to glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ (Phil.
i. 27; Ron). xv. 5, 6).

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Fen·y, Norfolle.

THE EDITOR.

THE PAINTER'S LIFE SAVED.
JAMES 'fHORNHILL was the person who painted the inside of the
cupola of St. Paul's, London. After having finished one of the
compartments, he stepped back gradually, to see how it would look
at a distance. He receded so far (still keeping his eye intently fixed
on the painting) that he was got almost to the very edge of the
scaffolding, without perceiving it. Had he continued to retreat,
half a minute more would have completed his destruction, and he
must have fallen to the pavement underneath. A person present,
who saw the danger the great artist was in, had the happy presence
of mind to suddenly snatch up one of the brushes, and spoil the painting
by rubbing it over. Sir James, transported with rage, sprung forward
to save the remainder of the piece. But his -rage was soon tUl'lledinto thanks, when the person told him, " Sir, by spoiling the painting,
I have saved the life of the painter. You were advanced to theextremity of the scaffold, without knowing it. Had I called out to
you to apprise you of your danger, you would naturally have turned
to look behind you; and the surprise at finding yOUI"self in such a·
dreadful situation would have made you fall indeed. I had, therefore,
no other method of retrieving you, but by acting as I did."
SinIilar, if I may so speak, is the method of God's dealing with Hispeople. We are all, naturally, fond of OUI" own legal performances.
We admire them to our ruin, unless the Holy Spirit retrieve us from
our folly. This He does by marring (as it were) our best works; i.e.,
by showing us their insllfficiency to justify us before God. When
we are truly taught of Him, we thank Him for His grace, instead of
being a.ngry at having OUI" idols defaced. The only way by which
we are saved from everlasting destruction is, by being made to see
that, "by the deeds of the law no flesh living shall be justified."Toplady.
siR

..

•

The Gospel Magazine

199

WELLSPRINGS.
" The Lord recompense thy work, and a full reward be given thee of the
Lord God of I smel, under whose wings thou art come to trust."- .
RUTH ii. 12.

IT was a sweet and happy resolve when Ruth, cleaving unto her
mother-in-law, as she returned empty and bitter in spirit from
sojourning in Moab, tenderly said, "Intreat me not to leave Thee
or to return from following after thee, for whither thou goest, I will:
go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge; thy people shall be my
people, and thy God, my God. Where thou diest will I die, and
there will I be buried; the Lord do so to me, and more also, if ought
but death part thee and me."
Blessing waS in store for her, though she knew it not. Joy was
laid up for her after her time of sorrow. It was a coming home to
her, did she but know it. It was a coming to the" house of bread,"
the land of plenty, and to Boaz, a near kinsman who would undertake
all her case, provide for her ungrudgingly, and aSSure her, " Fear not ;.
I will do unto thee all that thou requirest."
And the words which head this paper are the words which Boaz
spake to Ruth, "a stranger," as she pleaded that she was not worthy
to be regarded by him. But he reassures her, " 'fhe Lord recompense
thy work, and a full reward be given thee of the Lord God of Israel,
under whose wings thou art come to trust." Aud he instructs his
young men to "let her glean even among the sheaves, and reproach
her not; and let fall some of the handfuls of purpose for her, and
leave them, that she may glean them, and rebuke her not." A lively
type of the Lor<l Jesus speaking to His Bride, His loved One, is Boaz
in the words he thus speaks. How oft He graciously cheers His
poor, way-worn, weary, and needy pilgrims with such-like promises!
" The Lord recompense thy work, and a full reward be given thee of
the Lord God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to trust."
For what is the "l·eward " of our work and the "recompense" of
our toil ~ Is it not resting under the wings of Love Divine ~ It is
rest of which her kinsman spake to the Moabitess, "Under whose
wings thou art come to trust." Trusting is resting, and resting is
trusting and we are only resting, when we are trusting. Believers
enter into rest and glory in the finished work of Jesus. "For if
Jesus (that is, Joshua) had giveu them rest, then would he not afterward have spoken of another day. There remaineth therefore a rest
to the people of God. For he that is entered into his rest, he also
hath ceased from his own works, as God did from His. Let us labour
therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same
example of unbelief."
Thus it is that whilst we rest, we are experiencing His work for us_
14
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He has once and for ever finished the work of salvation. "The
redemption of their soul is precious, and he must let that alone for
ever." But He is ever at work interceding for us at the Father's
right hand, and carrying out for us the providences of the way,
working· and performing, preserving and stretching forth His hand
to succour, sustain, and: save us from a thousand ills and dangers
which beset our path, and upholding us, keeping our feet from straying and falling, and "(atching over us with delight and satisfaction;
and showing us that all that befalls us by the way is but part of His·
plan and purpose to bring us home.
The Psaltnist expresses this security and rest when he says, "He
that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High shall abide under
the shadow of the Almighty" (Psa. xci. 1). Believers are covered
with His feathers. All His Divine attributes secures them from
harm and the attacks of the enemy; they nestle as a tiny helpless
bird beneath the wing of the parent bird; dwelling within while the
storm rages without, in the secret place of the Most High! Have
we here a hint of the very heart of Jesus, the centre of all the Father's
blessing-the holy of holies within "the tabernacle of the Most
High," and for whose sake the· Father cannot turn away, call1lot
cease from blessing, and cannot deny Himself ~ Wbat a rest! What
sweet .security !
Then again the Psalmist prays, "Keep me as the apple of the eye,
hide me under the shadow of Thy wings" (Psa. xvii. 8). Why does
he pray thus 1 Why does he claim a keeping and hiding providence
of his God 1 "From the wicked that oppress me, from my deadly
enemies who compass me about." He has found them at every
turn in his path; they have compassed him in his steps; they have
hunted him upon the mountains, and lurked for him in the secret
places. But David's trust and hope is yet in his God, and his comfort
is again to plead the promised word of the Divine Helper and Keeper
of His saints, lest any hurt them. "Keep me as the apple of the
eye, hide me under the shadow of Thy wings." No enemy can ever
harm the ehild of God thus hidden!
At another time (and how our experiences vary in this our changing
and chequered history) the PSalmist exults in the mercy and faithfulness and righteousness of his God, and breaks out in a song of thanksgiving. "How excellent is Thy loving-kindness, 0 God: therefore
the children of men put their trust under the shooow of Thy wings"
(Psa. xxxvi. 5-7). And it is the children who, having pl"Oved the
excellent loving-kindness of their God, will " put their trust," confide
themselves for all their time-state .experiences, "under the shadow
of His wings," and rejoice in that safe, calm, secure, and happy place
" beneath the wingS Divine.;'
.But now comes one of those stirring-up days, and the Psalmist,
who has \:!een nestling under that calm and restful panoply of love,
is again on foot. He is fleeing from Saul and seeking a hiding-place
in a cave for bodily preservation. The enemy is cruel and bitter.

•

•

•

The Gospel Magazine

201

But the Psalmist knows where to flee and to whom to appeal. "Be
merciful unto me, 0 God, be merciful nnto me: for my soul trusteth
in Thee; yea, in the shadow of Thy wings will I make my refuge,
nntil these calamities be overpast " (Psa. lvii. 1). The faith of God's
elect, downtrodden, distressed, disturbed, scattered, and harassed
people, "put to flight the armies of the aliens," we read in Heb. xi.
And that faith is the same mighty weapon to-day, whereby they are
enabled to rise superior to, and to put to confusion, their every enemy.
Their hiding-place and refuge is under the all-sheltering, tender wings
()f Omnipotence, "nntil these calamities be overpast," a,Dd thence'
they may look on, not over-concerned, at the puny man who dares
t{) "offend one of these little ones," and they know that sooner or
later their every and last enemy shall be " still as a stone."
Thus it is that David could rejoice and say, "Because Thou hast
been my help, therefore nnder the shadow of Thy wings will I rejoice"
(Psa. lxiii. 7). Such an experience was most blessedly afforded to one
of the Lord's dear and long-afllicted servants, who at the end of her
suffering life was granted the sweet support of grace which enabled
her to say, " I am in another place .where Christ is all-sufficient," and
she passed away resting upon that all-sufficiency of a precious Christ
Whom she had been given to prove all her life long.
Oh, what a tl'1le and blessed secret it is with the Lord's children!
And He often makes darkness His secret place; brings them into such
a place and such a condition that not only proves to them that none
but He can help, but also proves that He delights to help them and
that He delights that they should leam that ;He is their only and true
Rest. Oh, that we more practised this holy art of resting! Our
hearts and wills are so wayward, so restless, so tempest-tossed! And
Jesus in His all-tender compassion is ever calling to us and saying,
" Come nnto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy-laden, and I will
give you rest." And there is no rest like that! There is no rest for
the sole of the dove outside the ark! "Rettu'n unto thy rest, therefore, 0 my soul," and cease this restless heart from making any thing
short of Jesus thy rest; for it will fail and disappoint. Then not
only, as we have seen, is Jesus the Resting-place of His people, bnt He
is their Hiding-place. "Thou art my Hiding·place, Tho)l shalt
preserve me horn tronble: Thou sha:It compass me about with songs
of deliverance." And He is likewise the Dwelling-place of His people.
How much there is in the Word of God in exhortation to abide in
Him. "Abide in Me, and I in you," said Jesns. "As the branch
cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can
y~, except ye abide in Me " (John xv. 4). And we have in that same
chapter the allusion to fruit-bearing nnder these conditions so plainly
set forth. Abiding in Him, His disciples" bear fruit "-" more uuit,"
and "much fruit." To abide also suggests the thought of stability
and establishing. It is more than a common resort, a passing lodging.
To lodge is very different from dwelling. A lodging to a. traveller is
quite different from his home. A lodging we ·have not proved, but
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our home we have proved and loved as our dwelling-place, and we can
truly say, "There's no place like home."
It is thus, beloved reader, that from our Shelter, om Hiding-place,
we lllay watch His Hand at work for us. He is this and much more
for His people. He is a Rest, and the Only True Rest. He is om
Security, as preserving us from the terrible one. He is our Safety from
him that puffeth at us, and He is om Satisfaction. "I sat down under
His shadow with great delight, and His fruit was swect to my taste.'"
He is thus om Source of joy. "Under the shadow of Thy wings will
I rejoice."
It was under the shelter and protection, the providing and the
elll'iching of her near kinsman, redeemer, and husband, Boaz, that
Ruth rejoiced after all the early days of bitterness. She had come'
to seek rest, and she had found it. "The Lord recompense thy work,
and a full reward be given thee of the Lord God of Israel, under Whose
wings thou art come to trust."
Oh! how well it is for our present comfort, and in the" afterward"
of "peaceable frui.ts of righteousness," when 'faith can rest and wait
for the Lord, when the soul is brought into such oneness with her
Lord, and faith sees the one Hand, the one Heart workiJ,lg together
in concert, intent upon all the thoughts of peace which move the'
Divine Heart to give us good in our latter cnd_ Whether He dealsout joy or sorrow now, comfort or cross, it must be blessing and a rich
recompense in the afterward. These trials and deep places, these
prisons and straits, are the very ground of His preparing. In connection with these He deposits the blessing. Aud He Who gives the one,
will surely give the other; not the trial without the blessiug; not
the refining pot without the silver; not the furnace without the gold;
not the potter's wheel without the clay; aud not the prisou without
the deliverance; not the temptation without the way of escape. TheLord, meanwhile, works with an eye to the end, even His own glory,
for "patience worketh experience, and experience hope, and hope
maketh not ashamed." Depend upon it, the Lord will not put off any
of His children with half measures. It
be worthy of Himself
when the long-looked-for blessing is wrought. "A full reward be
given thee." And what greater, more blessed, more glorious rewar<1
than the first glimpse of His Face!

,vill

,"

r~ro

see 'rhee, love Thee, feel Thee near

I

Nor dread, as now, Thy transient stay;
To dwell beyond the reach of fear
Lest joys should wane and pass away.
Children of hope, 'beloved Lord,
In Thee we live, we glory now ;
Our joy, our rest, our great reward,

Our diadem of beauty, Thou!
And when exalted, Lord, with Thee,
The royal throne at length we share,
To everlasting Thou shalt be
Our diadem, our glory there."

R.,
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,Sermonf3 anb N otef3 of ,SermOl1f3.
THE HEART OF THE BELIEVER.
NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON A'r
ST. MARY-LE-PORT. CHURCH, BRISTOL.

" The heart knoweth his own bitterness,. and a strange!' doth not
i"tem,eadle with his ioy."-PROVERBS xiv. 10.
IT may at once be said, since our text deals with vital religion, that
vital religion is a personal concern. The heart of a believer knows its
own sorrows and knows its own joys; the Lord also knows them. A
secret there is between Jesus and His believing o~es, a sacred secret
with wbich others cannot intermeddle. I think I shall be justified if I
say that in the case of believers they practically live two lives-the
one, the outward life of faith which they confess, and the second, the
-inward spiritual life which subsists between them and God; and it is
to this fact that Solomon's proverb here points us. The heart, which
I take to be the new heart, is the gift of gifts which God has promised
to His dear people. "A new heart will I give them "-the gift of God.
1\- new heart, a true heart, a new nature, a spiritual nature, a nature
begotten from above, a Divine nature, a nature in the life of which
union subsists between Christ the Quickener and the quickened-this
IS the heart to which our text doubtless refers. And yet this is the
heart to which bitterness is attributed. This new heart experiences
afflictions and distresses-experiences of which the world knows
nothing. Take the case of such a heart when under eonviction of sin,
-dear friends, for this is the heart which the Spil:it and the Word convict
of sin. The natural heart remains hard and as a nether millstone,
dead, twice dead, but the new heart is the feeling heart, the new heart
is the living heart, the gracious 'heal-t, and this is the heart which, Under
. conviction of sin, sorrows after a Godly sort. Some of you, not a few;
I trnst, bear me out ill this fact, that wheu under early conviction of
sin, Godly sorrow of heart was a sorrow that could not be communicated
to any fellow-being, Christian or not. The experience was too sacred,
too personal, and too myst<lrious to be spoken of to any fellow-man,
.and the heart pent up with sorrow at last fOlllld its utterance at the
mercy-seat, was constrained there to seek-to obtain-the mercy of
the forgiveness of Him Who has been exalted to the Father's right
hand a Prince and a Saviour to give repentance unto Israel and
remission of sins. And then that poor broken heart, under the teaching
-of the Holy Spirit, was led to realize that there was One Who could
understand the travail of sou!. You notice the margin of our text,
." The heart knoweth the bitterness of his sou!." Yes, and Jesus
knows the bitterness of the believer's heart, and delights to receive
heavy hearts, burdened and distressed hearts. It is He Who says,
., Come, come unto Me, all ye that are weary and heavy laden, and I
will give you rest." I have it in My hand, and I delight in dispensing
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rest to the weary and the heavy laden who graciously seek :M:y mercy.
Let the heart that knoweth its own bitterness be assured that
Jesus likewise knows, and that heart will care little, very little, forhuman sympathy. The mattel' is one beyond sympathy mel'ely
human. Only that heal't of hearts, the heal't of Jesus, can appl'eciate
a broken heal't.. "Repmach," said He, the Man of Sorrows, by the
Psalmist, "l'epmach hath bmken My heal't "-l'epmach. And thel'ef91'e
there is tllat. in common between Jesus and the bl'oken-heal'ted. He·
can, and He does, enter in the deepest sympathy into the necessitiea
and the expel'iences of the bmken heart. Is there a bl'oken heal't here
to-night 1 Oh, the gracious and the glol'ious new~ of Jesus fol' such" This Man l'eceiveth sinnel's, and cateth with them," holds cQmmunion
with them. Do they draw nigh to Him 1 He much mthel' draws
nigh to them. Is it not wl'itten, "The Lol'd is nigh unto them that
al'e of a bmken heal't; and saveth such as be of a contrite spil'it " ?
The Lord is nigh the broken-heal'ted, having long cherished thoughts
to make them such. They have not to claim this to fit them, but He
has drawn nigh in the contrite heal't. The heart, as it is now, knows
its own bitterness and knows its own blackness and confesses it unto
Him.
. The heart knows its own bitterness, and lateron moums its own coldness and its felt baseness to fOl'get the Lord it loves. Th~t is a SOlTOW
peculiar to the Lol'd's saints. The natural heart cannot comprehend
an experience like that, becanse the natural heart at its best can only
love its object with a natmal love, ",hemas sinncrs saved by grace,
washed in the blood of Jesns, and clothed with His justifying righteousness, love Him spiritually and aftel' a Heavenly manner, and thel'efore
it is when the heal't grows cold and gets formal and is yet breathed upon
by the Holy Spirit and brought to itself so that it realizes its coldness
and its darkness and its distance from the Lord it loves, that it has a
sorrow peculiarly its own appointed it. That heart knows its own
bitterness, and it is the Spirit's work to breathe, under those conditions,
upon that heart to revive it again, yes, always yes-the Lord neverleaves p.ermanently His mourning people to those sormwful conditions,
but sooner or latel' He revives the hent, He l'estares the soul. He, the
Good Shepherd, leadeth me into green pastures, beside still waters, He
renews the fOl'lllel' mel'cies unto me, and assmes me again and again,
" I have loved thee with an everlasting love," and now once more" with
lovingkindness have I drawn thee." That, dear friends, is the springtime of the soul. Then it is the joy is granted us-that of which our
text speaks, " And the stranger doth not intel'meddle with his joy,"
the joy of that heart. It has experienced bittel'lless because of felt sin
and known heal't depal'tme from the God it loves, now the Lol'd l'enews
the joy of the sonl. For this, David petitioned in the 'psalm in the
days of his departure from the Lord-" RestOl'e unto me the joy of
Thy salvation." And He restol'es that joy. The Lol'd only fol' a
season appoints teal'S fol' His people to dl'ink. He appoints fol' a season
only the sonows, bnt with everlasting kindness He restol'es, revives,
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renews, and recovers. "Only for a little moment dealt I with thee in
the vale of Baca; it is not My will that thou shouldst ever abide thjlre,
80 I have brought thee forth, through fire and through water, into a
wealthy place, and now the joy of the Lord is thy s~ength." Hast
thou it 1 Have it to thyself before God. It is a praiseful time, surely,
to be with Him; and to be pouring the heart out in praiseful gratitude
well becomes the recovered renewed child of God. The joy of the
Lord is the strength of His people; thell the lack of it must be weakness,
the want of that joy must be poverty. Children of God, seek the joy
of your Lord. Seek His joy, seek it evermore, as He Himself bids you,
bids me. "Rejoice in the Lord alway; and again I say, rejoice,"
always seasonable, always comely, because pleasing in God's sight.
It is to those whose he",rts are joyful because o.f His renewed salv",tion
in the soul, to whom He speaks individually when He says, " Let Me
see thy face, let 1\le hear thy voice; for sweet is thy voice, and thy
countenance is comely." The Lord delights in ilis people being nigh
unto Him and being in the courts of ilis presence and rejoiclllg in that
joy which is unspeakable and full of glory. This is the joy of the
Lord; this spil-itual pleasure in ilim is a plant to be found only in the
" garden enclosed." It is a private, personal, deep, spiritual, Divine
joy in the inilividual heart of God's child. It is a spring, this joy is a
spring, but a fountain sealed, sealed from the knowledge and sealed
from the apprehension and sealed from the observation of all besides.
So that the Lord's people may be circumstantially passing through
the ""ost troublous waters or be walking in the most desolate of
places and yet pe walking in the joy of the Lord in the secret of their
own hea-rts. Surely it was the joy, or the sustaining. strength of that
joy, which enabled the martyrs-some of them are accredited with
having sung psahns and hymns in -the flames; their hearts were full
of the joy of the Lord, and circumstances around them counted for
little. And SO the Lord's people may be comforted, for though they
may not be called upon to pass through the fires of martyrdom, let
them look up as the martyrs did, and let them betake themselves to
Him Who is the joy of their hearts, and He will make them strong to
suffer, strong in faith, strong in patience, strong in enduring for their
dear Master's sake. The stranger does not intermeddle with this
precious joy which the Lord the Spirit begets in our hearts. The
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy-how early in the cluster we are favoured
with this precious fruit joy. It is the spring of so many other graces;
80 many other graces spring ont of the grace of joy, joy sets our hearts
free, free for service. Unless we are enjoying the Lord.in His Presence
His work becomes heavy on our hands; but if we are walking in felt
COmmunion with Him and are rejoicing in the knowledge of !:lis
redeeming love, then His service becomes perfect freedom, perfect freedom, 80 that the grace of obedience and the grace of service both spri11g
from the joy of the Lord implanted III the renewed heart by the Holy
Ghost. "The stranger doth not intermeddle with his joy," except,
I suppose, ·so far as the joy-hearted believer bears testimony to the
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joy of his heart. But often he seeks to testify he is happy in the Lord,
happy in the knowledge that his sins are blotted out as a thick cloud,
happy in the assurance that .he is accepted in the Beloved and grows
in Him, made comely and lovely and beautiful in His comeliness and
loveliness and beauty. He cannot express the half he fain would as
to the joy resultant in his heart's experiences, but he will in measure
testify; and there is something in this, dear fellow-believers, that we
owe one another. If the Lord have made us happy in the assurance of
personal salvation it does well become us to bear testimony to the
grace,of His goodness, because it may be-who knows but the Lord 1we are addressing some of His hidden ones, who are longing and thirsting and panting after this selfsame blessing, and if we bear our testimony humbly, always to the praise and the glory of God's grace, if we
bear testimony to the great goodness He has shown us, and the mercy
He has vouchsafed to us, and the marvellous salvation He has wrought
ou~..for us, they will be led to seek, and seeking shall then find. And
we shall be the honoured instruments of giving pleasure too unto the
faint. We do owe it, if we have received it, to bear witness to His
truth; we are stewards of His mercies; in these regards we are notour
own. All the mercies He has vouchsafed us, they are yet His; the Lord
does not part with His mercies when He bestows them upon His people,
and He holds the responsibility of them also. Oh, were they handed
over to us to take charge of them and to deal with them apart from
the Lord, we should not further them in any way; but the Lord has
blessed us, mark, "with all spiritual blessings in Heavenly places in'
Christ." It is in Him we get the blessings, therefore they are secured
to us. They are no passing blessings, blessings of a dying day, but
they are eternal in their nature, and eternal in their resulta, nor is
there any waste in the economy of God's gracious Government. God
always has an eye to increase when He blesses His people. Every
blessing is as a vital seed which is destined to yield increase to its
Divine Giver, the Heavenly Husbandman. The Lord will see there
is no failure in the work of His hands. "I will work, and who shall let
it 1" Satan, the world, death, the flesh, unbelief, doubts and fears
on the part of God's dear, dear children 1 No-none shall hinder it,
all things shall work together for the furtherance of it. The Lord Las
His eye on the end. Do not think, dear friends, that God plans and
purposes with any contingency possible anywhere. Yet alas, alas, how
often we forget that we have infinite resources laid up for us in Christ,
at God's right hand, and that we have access to Him all the day long;
whatever our case, or lot, or circumstances may be, we have Him,
ready to help, ready to deliver. Oh, I marvel how the Lord bears with
us, how He bears with longsuffering and compassion, as He does, our
wretched unbelief, and our forgetfulness of Him, and our practical
departure in heart from Him, our overlooking of His precious promises,
of our privileges, of the access we have to Him through Jesus. Oh, is
it not marvellous that He bears with us as He does 1 May He help
our infirmities, may He give us more grace, may we increase in humility,
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ID pure dependence on Him, that I!.e may be glorified in us more and
Inore.
Now, you who are in trouble, who know the bitterness of your hearts, Temember you have access to Him Who is the Comforter, to Him Who
is the Counsellor, to Him Who is strong and wise. And if you are
happy, praise Him, praise Him, and praise Him still. Praise on and'
praise for ever, He is worthy of all our praises-individual praises and
1.11lited praises.
.
May He give us a full cup for Christ's sake. Amen.
THE PIERCED ONE.
A SERMON PREACHED IN YEOVIL CHURCH ON GOOD FRIDAY,'
rApRIL 2ND, 1848, BY THE REV. ROBERT PHELIPS.
-

" They shall look upon Me Whom they have pierced."-ZECH. xii, 10.
(Continued from page 163.)
Now another question seems at once to open upon us, and that is,
Why was He pierced? What necessity for those piercings? Why
should He be exhibited not only as Jehovah, not only as Jehovah
in the nature of His people, but as J ehovah in the deepes.t state of
-disgrace, as an exhibited curse in our world, as the most ignominous
.and contemptible object which could be presented to the natural eye?
Why those piercings? and why are we to trace the manifestation
-of Jehovah by the steps of His ignominy, His deepest humiliation,
the scorn which could be cast upon His name, and which could be
affixed to His tomb as a deceiver? Why is Jehovah thus to come
down, not only to exhibit Himself in our nature, but in the most
-disgraceful form of our nature? Why is He thus to be pierced, to
hang as a curse upon an accursed tree? His bitterest foe, the judge
who brought Him forth crowned with thorns, with "Behold the
lI'Ian," declared he had examined Him again and again, and had yet
found no fault in Him. His bitterest foes could substantiate no
charge of guilt. And the whole life of Jesus exhibited our nature,
as it never has been, and never will be exhibited again, as perfectly
holy, pure from sin; against Whom not Satan himself could fix one
single dart of accusation so as to make it adhere to His person. Why
then is He thus exhibited? Oh, we find the one continuous testimony
to this truth throughout the Law and the Prophets and the Psalms:
He was to be pierced, He was to suffer, but not to suffer for His own
sins, but for the sins of His people. And observe in Psalm xl., wherc
every other sacrifice is repudiated and His alone can stand forth as
the consummate offering for His people, that the same individual
declares that His iniquities are a heavy burden, so that He could not
lift up His head; that they were more in number than the hairs of
His head; and His heart failed Him. Why, it is the same individual
Who is thus pierced as the only sacrifice sufficient for the transgression
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of His people. He identifies those sins as His own, He c~lls them
His own, " Mine iniquities." And then, how could they be His when
Ue did no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth 1 when' He is
universally described as holy, harmless, and separate from sinners 1
Wh.y, He and His people are one, it is one mystic body in the view
of heaven. He is called" The head of His body tbe church," imd
therefore all the sins of that body belong to Him virtually as the Head,
and all the excellency of the head pours its virtue down upon the
body. Hence we see the transfer which God has been pleased to
make of the miseries of one to the Person of the other, and the blessings
of the One to the exigency of the other; "for God made Him Who
knew no sin," we are told, "to be sin for us, that we might be made
the righteousness of God in Him." There we see at once the reason
of the mutual transfer. He knew no sin, but God made Him sin.
We had no righteousness, that is, His members, but God made Him
their righteousness. And it is by this mutual transfer that He perfects
for ever by His pne offering all that the Father has given Him, all
that He has chosen in Him, and all whom He predestil'.ated with the
adoption of children by Him; who have been ever identified with
Him, even from eternity, as the members.of that body of which Christ
is the head. If you read the 53rd chapter of Isaiah in connection
with the passage before me, and this declaration of sacrifice, you will
see at once the ground Oll which the Lord Jesus Christ is thus exhi1:lited
as the accursed thing upon the cross: beCause that curse belonged
to His people; and they must have perished for ever under the curse
of Jehovah, had not Jehovah, in taking their nature, at the same time
taken the whole weight, the whole curse of Divine displeasure upon
Himself.
This is the grand mystery of the cross; and wherever it is in truth
received into a poor sinner's heart, it is received only by the immediate
power and influence of the Holy Ghost. For it is so foreign toO all its
conceptions of truth, so alien from the feelings of the proud and self-·
sufficient-heart of man, that none but God Himself, by His immediate
influence, can bring the truth to bear upon the hUlllan heart, through
directing that heart to look upon Him Whom it has pierced, and
bringing every feeling of that heart into subjection to Himself.
Amongst the various assertions made in the passage to which I have
referred (Isa. liii.), you will find there that it is declared that" it
pleased the Lord to bruise Him." In bruising Him we find the fulfilment of the first promise in Genesis iii. 15, the first intimation of mercy
to ruined man; the seed of the woman was to bruise the serpent's
head; the serpent was to bruise the heel of the woman's seed. There
was the declaration of Jehovah Himself, preaching the Gospel to
ruined man. In Isaiah liii. you will find that, in laying the iniquity of
His people upon this Messiah, the Man of sorrows and acquainted
with grief, -as the alone Victim which could be offered up as a sufficient
atonement to Divine justice, it is said, "It pleased the Lord to bruise
Hinl; He hath put Hinl to grief; when Thou shalt make His soul
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an o,ffering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days,
and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His hand. He shall see
of the trpvail of His soul, and shall be satisfied; .by His knowledg(l
shall My righteous servant justify many; for He shall bear their
iniquities.· Therefore will I divide Him a portion with the great,
and 'He shall divide the spoil with the strong; because He hath
pOl1red out His soul unto death; and He was numbered with the
transgressors." Here we find how the mind of J ehovah Himself
becomes affected towards His children, and how mysteriously is
unfolded to us the delight which Jehovah takes in their perfected
salvation. Thf Lord could not find pleasnre, could not find
satisfaction and delight, in the mere Bufferings inflicted upon the Person
Who is the sin-bearer of His people; but it is the result which is so
gloriol1s before Him, and that is the everlasting blessedness secured
by the exhibition of His own glory through the Redeemer, and ,the
everlasting happiness secured to His people. Therefore, however
Jehovah wa.s pleased to use subordinate instrtlments-hDweveT the
malice 9f the Jews, the treachery 9f Judas, the cruelty of the soldiers, .
might be employed in those piercings-we must look to a higher
source. We must view His hand as it is abroad on His cre;J.tion and
what He, in the eternity of His infinite counsels of wisdom, designed
through redemption, for the first cause and movement of all those
",vents by which. He has glorified Himself in the perfection of the
sacrifice of the Redeemer, and the perfection of His people in that
sacrifice. It was with wicked hands indeed that the piercings were
made; but, according to the .determinate counsel and foreknowledge
of God, what His hand and His counsel determined before to be done.
There is no spot for the atheist in the whole universe; only let there
be one event by chance and it will give room to that atheist to glory
against the Sovereign dominion of Jehovah. No; "His counsel
shall stand, and He will do all His pleasure." He erects upon the
cro~s, as it were, the everlasting happiness and glory of His redeemed,
and .the pleasure with which He goes forth to save to the uttermost
all that come unto Him by Christ.
Now, my brethren, let us advert in the next place to the great Object
which is here presented to the contemplation of God's pe9ple; and
theu examine your own hearts, ask your own consciences, whether
that Object has ever been presented to your view as God the Holy
Spirit universally presents Him to every sinner saved by grace, every
individual who is taught to believe and to joy in Clrrist crucified as
all his salvation and all his desire. "They shall look upon Me Whom
they have pierced." And what is the reason of this grand change .in
~he nation, the high .priest, the priests, and the rnlers of which, with
very few exceptions, all combined together to revile, to repudiate
Ghrist. "Away with Him, away with Him; crucify Him, crucify
Him." "We will not have this man to ·reign over us." "Vie have
no king but Cresar."· "His blood," said they to Pilate when he
wilshed his hands of the guilty stain, "His blood be on us s.nd on our
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·children." Oh, what vengeance has come upon that nation from
that hour to this! Trace their history, and you will see how that
'prayer has been answered to the present moment. But there is a
happier form of expression, a happier application of the imprecation;
arid even they themselves shall one day prove it. Though that
generation down to the present hour reject the counsel of God, and
the King of the Jews in that superscription, when Pilate gave the
title and they repudiated it: "Say not, The King of the Jews, but
that He said, I am the King of the Jews"; that nation rejected the
·counsel of God against themselves, but they cannot reject it against
the everlasting purpose of Jehovah in that moment when He shall
please to stretch out His arm to vindicate His right, and also to
vindicate His grace to that nation in its return.
Here is then the source of this blessing; we find it distinctly stated
in connection with my text, that the daY'shall come that that Jehovah,
Who was crucified, would pour out upon the house of David and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem the spirit of grace. The God of all grace
can meet even such a bloodstained people as that! His lips were
<lnce opened when thus He hung a curse upon the tree: "Father.
forgive them; for they know not what they do." Now this is the
<lnly source of all looking savingly to Christ, the Spir·it 0/ grace. And
God still acts in a sovereign and gracious way in dispensing all His
blessings, and especially this blessing of a looking by faith to Jesus.
So you will find that glorious Redeemer Himself taught, as it were.
to trace this in every distinction that is made between them that
are saved and them that are lost--those that are saved are not better
than those that are lost; by nature we are the childreu of wrath
eveu as others-and our Lord shows us how to bend in the lowest
form of humiliation before the eternal God, when He thus poured
out thanksgivings to His Father: "I thank Thee, 0 Father, Lord
·of heaven and earth, that Thou hast hid these things from the wise
and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes; even so, Father;
for so it seemed good in Thy sight."
All the revelation of the Father and the SOil is by an act of sovereign
.grace on the part of Jehovah; He pours out the spirit of grace, and
they look. And it is when an individual is called by God's grace
that He is enabled to behold in the crucified bis own Saviour and
Redeemer. " When it pleased God," said one who had spurned this
~1an of Sorrows, "When it pleased God, Who separated me from
my mother's womb, and called me by His grace, to reveal His Son
in me, that I might preach Him among the heathen; immediately
I conferred not with flesh and blood." And tbis is the history, this
is the real fact as to every individual who is made wise unto salvation
through faith in Christ Jesus. He has an immediate revelation from
God by the immediate power and agency of the Holy Spirit as a spirit
-of truth to gnide into all truth, to glorify Christ, taking of the things
{)f the Father and tbe Son and revealing them to His people. And
this is the grand distinction between the mere exercise of human

•

The Gospel Magazine

211

intellect upon the Word of God, and the effectual revelation of Christ
by the Holy Spirit to the mind apd the heart of His saved people.
It is God that commanded the light to shine out of darlmess, Who
alone shines into the heart to give the light of the knowledge of His,
glory in the face of J e'sus Christ. And appeal to your own consciences.
whether you have ever perceived God's glory as surpassing all other
displays of His power throughout creation; whether you have ever
beheld the harmony of His attributes, the glories of His name in the
face of Jesus Christ, but by the immediate revelation of the Holy
Ghost. And I venture to say, any individual who pretends to it
is yet in darkness; and the god of this world has blinded his eyes
lest the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ, Who is the image of
God, should shine into him. It is the effectual working of the Holy
Spirit, Who alone can glorify Christ Himself, and bring into captivity
every thought to the obedience of Christ And oh! what a blessing
is this which is open to us, to the poorest, to the most naturally.
ignorant of our people! It is the knowledge and science that depends,
not on the brightness or the power of the human intellect-these
things are often hidden from the wise and prudent--it is open to the
prayer, to the supplication, the entreaty of the meanest child of God
who ever trod this earth of ours; He reveals them unto babes. You
remember those words of that gracious Lord, Who trod this earth
as the poorest of His people. If an e~rthly parent knows how to,
give good things to his children, how much more shall your heavenly
Fa,ther give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him.
This look, which is thus the production of grace, is also seen in the'
fact of what never takes place without the feeling of self-loathing
and self-condemnation on account of sin. "They shall mourn and
be in bitterness, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn." Sin
is never seen in its real colours until it is seen in the cross of Christ.
Depend upon it, whatever ;view an individual may have of transgression in general, he never views it with the eye of Deity, that is,
he never beholds it as God beholds it, he never views it in its intensity
and malignity, until he beholds it in the sufferings of Emmanuel, till
he sees it in the pierced side of a redeeming God. Because sin in its,
malignity is not merely that which is prejudicial to the various orders
and ranks of human nature, and the social feelings and interest between
man and man. It is never seen in its malignity (and it would never
be seen, even murder itself) till it is seen in the murder of the Lord
of Glory. Sin is never seen in its real character till it is seen as the
dagger raised against the life of God, for this is the real essence of
the malignity of sin. It is as a sinner stands in open rebellion against
God and seeks the destruction of Deity; for this is the very character
of sin. Sin is not only homicide, as It has been described, but it is
deicide; and it is the character of sin to say, "No God." Sin ever
seeks the destruction of Deity, and it is not till we are brought to
look upon Him Who was pierced by sin (for sin was the real cause of
the execution of Emmanuel), that we understand the foulness of
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the human nature; and that, without one exception throughout
all orders aud ranks of mankind; for we are all by nature thus sinful,
thus malignant and thus proud. And it is when the loviugkindness
of God as a Saviour flows, as it were, through the wounds of His
pierced .human nature, that . we begin to discover the triumphs of
grace and the unchanging character of that love with which He has
viewed His people. And it is by this process alone that, whilst we
read the malignity of sin in the Cross, we are also instructed in the
wonders of the tmchanging love of that God Who gave Himself a
sacrifice that sin should not destroy His people for ever.
" God is love." And never was it exhibited in the fulness of that
attribute, if attribute it might be called as distinct from His essence
-for it is said tbat " God is love "-never was it seen in its intense·
ness, and never was it seen in its power, till we thus view it as streaming
from the cross of Calvary; for "Herein is love, not that we loved
God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation
for our sins." Depend upon it, my brethren, whatever may be the
vague imaginations of the human milid, or whatever man might
prescribe for himself as a remedy, or however self-sufficient he may
be as to his own education for heaven, never never will one individual of
the human race be brought back to the bosom of God until he is first
instructed by the Holy Spirit to feel his own interest in the love of
God, and to trace up every blessing of time and eternity to the bosom
of the crucified: "Herein is love, not that we loved God, but. that
He lQved us." And then it flows in love to Him: "We love Him
because He first loved us." Never is the heart reconciled to its God,
but as it is brought into contact with a believing view of Him Wbom
our sins have pierced.
Then, lastly, let me just remark, that that God Who thus comes
down to the wants and necessities of His people, and' Who has not·
spared His own Son, has so acted that with Him He might freely
give us all things. There is nothing too great for God to bestow,
and nothing that is good will He ever withhold. It is impossible
to look to Jesus by faith, real faith, the faith of God's redeemed and
regenerate children, without receiving from the wowlded bosom of
the Redeemer a stream of blessing suited to every want, to every
exigency of every child of God throughout the world. "Ask what
ye will," says our Lord, " in My name, and it shall be given you, that
the Father may be glorified in the Son." The Father becomes glorified
in the reception of the prodigal who comes to Hinl through the rent
veil of the Redeemer's flesh; and that Father is blessed in giving
His blessing to the vilest prodigal that f1ees to the name of a redeeming
G",d. Therefore, let our look be to the pierced One as a look of
entreaty. He pours down the spirit of grace and supplication. Ask.
to the fullest extent to which the heart itself can pour out its desires,
and you will find at a throne of grace, not only grace and mercy,
abounding grace to help in every time of need, but you will find in
the reception of those blessings which a Father delights to bestow,

•

The Gospel M agazi1te

213

that Re is still able to do for you beyond all that you can ask or think.
He will bless you with all blessings of grace and according to the
measure of His glory in Christ Jesus.
DELIGHTFUL MEDITATIONS.
VERY recently I read in a pocket-book the old version of Psalm civ.
3f, " My meditations concerning Him shall be delightful." These are
the words of a fervEjnt and rejoicing spirit. Our Authorized Version
thus renders the passage: "My meditation of Him shaH be sweet."
The Prayer Book version reads," So shall my words please Him;" and
the Revised Version is, "Let my meditations be sweet unto Him."
find the words occur between ascriptions of praise-" I will sing
unto the Lord as long as I live: I will sing praise to my God while I
have my being. My meditation of Him shall be sweet: I will be glad
in the Lord." So we see how sweet the meditations in this praiseful
spirit are to Him. Praisil in meditations concerning Him are always
uplifting to our hearts and delightful to Him. Therefore it is a mutual
joy between God and His people. He has His book of remembrance
"written before Him for them that feared the Lord and that thought
upon His name." As He thinks upon them He exclaims in fervent
rapture, " They shall be mine in that day when I make up my jewels."
Truly my meditations concerning Him shall be delightful, inspired by
praise. His glory, His pleasure, and His delight are ours, and He has
declared, "Whoso offereth praise glorifieth Me." Angels and the
hosts of heaven praise Him continually, but praise is very dear to Him
from His redeemed people who see only dimly here His purposes of
graM and love. They only understand in part, yet they 'perceive His
wonderful love and redemption, they apprehend the siJlller's complete
Saviour. They know Him to be wholly true and that His wisdom
overrules all, all for His glory and their good. "All these things are
against me," said poor Jacob in his sore trial, but at the close of his life
he said, "The angel which redeemed me from all evil." The praise
that ascends like the songs of Paul and SiIas within prison walls, the
meditations that issue from enforced confinement like the" Pilgrim's
Progress" of John Bunyan, the adoration amidst pain and suffering
of many of His dear believers, praise that trnsts whom it cannot trace,
all these are very precious to HiJn. In pondering on His dea'lings, His
purposes, and His Word, the heart is truly full of praise, and" my
meditations concerning flim shall be delightful" unto me and unto
Him. "I will rejoice in Jehovah." "I will be glad in the Lord."
That is a very tender passage where Jesns said, "I have yet many
things to·say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now." My meditation
of Him there is of His most tender consideration, as though He would
have said more but for the weakness of His beloved. So He refrained,
but the" yet" iJldicates that He will tell us the many things some day
when He has prepared us for the hearing. They are amongst the
things" laid up " for those who love Hin1.
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The linking Himself with His disciple Peter in St. Matt. xvii. 27
concerning tribute money is very sweet. "Lest we should offend
them ... a piece of money; that take and give unto them for Me and
thee." He would not suffer His disciple to incur reproach, and in so
doing put Himself along with him. Is not this cheering to ns to know
He interests Himself in our concerns so greatly that even payments
are identmed with Him, "for Me and thee" 1
And on another occasion when by the seaside with His disciples,
" when the even was come He saith unto them, Let us pass over unto
the other side." Let us-Himself with them. Do you say, " Ah, this
is a very ordinary remark, called forth necessarily by the circumstances.
round, in fact, a si.mple suggestion or command." Yes, hut to the
hearts of those to whom He is dear, every word of His is sacred, and love
joyfully quivers with the great sweetness of the simple "Let us pass
over." We would fain go with Him all the day long, all the night
through, to every place, at every time, listening to His precious words,
" Let ,ts go," sounding in our ·ears and hearts. And when that last
journey on earth shall take place, we know we shall not be alone. He
will put His arm round thee, dear reader, and take thy hand, saying,
" Let us pass over unto the other side." What will it be to be there
on the other side with Him!
" When on the other side thy feet
Shall rest, 'mid thousand welcomes sweet,

One well·known voice thy he"rt shall greet."
And that will be heaven for thee-Himself. It will be "Let us'"
always then, and face to face without a rest between, all joys centring
in Him.
In that calm evening walk to Emmaus, the account of which is so
dear to the souls of His lovers--when "Jesus Himself drew near and
went with them "-that must have been a truly delightful meditation
of the two, nay, of the three, as He "expounded unto them the
things concerning Himself." And when at the end of the walk He
went in to tarry with them, and sat at meat with them, that must have
been a radiant time of blessing. On a previous occasion He called to
Zacchoous, " Make haste, and come down; for to-day I must abide at
thy house," and he " made haste,"-and well he might-and" came
down and received Him joyfully." Of that intercourse it is written,
"Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation come to this house."
Happy Zacchoous!
Ab! there are many delightful meditations of Him during His
sojourn on earth. And what of His workof grace in thee, dear reader 1
His calling, His enabling, His justification, His abiding union, His.
sanctmcation, His cOlnmunion, His riches, "the exceeding riches of
His grace," the" exceeding greatness of His power," manifested on
thy behalf, His sweet personal dealings with thee. What shall we say
to these things 1 They are in tmth delightful meditations concerningHimself. They are delightful to Him, and in the ecstacy of praise
which they call forth, ".so shall thy words please Him."
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If in affliction, be of good courage, dear child of God. See the
rainbow in the sky, the Covenant promise in shining jewelled arch
spanning the heavens. "I will look upon it and remember." Do
thou, too, look upon it and remember Him. A dear saint, now with
iIim on the other side, wrote, "There are views of Christ which can
. only be obtained beneath a cloudy "Sky and amidst many showers of .
tears." 'Vouldst thou miss those views-those exclusive views, I may
tenn them-()f Christ 1 flis cross brought salvation to thee. Thy
cross in His footsteps is the prelude to the crown. Look up. "Thy
11).ercy, 0 Lord, is in the heat'ens, and Thy faithfulness reacheth unto
the clouds." Yes, the bright sunlit rainbow, the token of His Covenant
faithfulness, needs the falling rain, the tears, to form it. All these
thiugs that seeni against thee are but the bitter buds 'of the sweet
flowers to come. He Himself is watching, watering, cutting, pruning,
mowing, and" He shall come down like rain upon the mown grass."
A dear believer in far-off China 'wrote, "Mown grass emits fragrance.
The humble penitent heart filled with the Holy Spirit is a sweet savour
of Christ unto God, is it not 1 May we carry the fragrance of Jesus
wherever we go. His Name is as ointment poured forth." Thus God's
ehildren in distant lands link with those in England heart to heart in
g,veet meditations of Christ. Christ in us, Christ fol' us, and Christ
through us. Christ is fragrance to us, and believers are a sweet savour
of Christ-note the expression, dear reade~, "sweet sa'voui' of Christ
unto God "-for they are in Him. Tmly, "my meditations concerning
Him shall be delightful; I will rejoice in Jehovah."
NETTlE.

THE PATIENCE OF THE SAINTS.
,"'Bere is the patience of the saints: here are tlwy that keep the com. mawlments of God, awl the • faith oj JesUS."-REV. xiv. 12.
'fms is a part or branch of the niystery of the· seven stars and the
seven golden candlesticks which were in the hand-the right handof Him who is the Alpha and Omega, the First and the Last. One
great result and chief effect of the preaching of the everlasting Gospel
to them that dwell ·on the earth, as declared in verse 6, will be the
fall of Babylon, that great city, because she made all nations drink
of the wine of the wrath of her fornication (ver. 8). Under the Gospel
Dispensation and the principal outstanding events thereof, as given
ill all that the holy apostle John has to say in this book of Revelation,
we find illtensified to the uttermost the doings of men in the flesh,
their idolatry, rage, malice, persecution, cruelty, and tYTanny above
what the literal Babylon manifested towards the literal Jerusalem;
The root of all this is that both were full of idols and graven images,
-the making and setting up of which God Himself declares to be a
hatred of Himself. How solemn is the fact that blind trallsgressors
never can, and obstinate transgressors never will, see this 1
The godly Dr. W. Sclater, once minister of Pitmister in Somerset,
IS
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asks, "Can any man tell me when justification by works, doctrine
of merit, satisfaction, supererogation, keeping tbe law to justi
fication, free will, etc., were generally entertained in the Church ~
Can you tell me when worshipping God in an image, adoration of the
eucharist, veneration of relics, prayer for the dead, invocation of
saints, etc., or if there be any other point of faith or worship wherein
we dissent from the Tridentine faith and religion ~ Can any tell me
when or where these were generally entertained amongst the teachers
and people of the Christian world ~ Then there was this apostasy,
that is, the apostasy the Apostle speaks of in 2 Thess. ii. 3. When
were these dogmatized, and decretals stablished for Catholic doctrine 1
Then was this apostasy set in tbe vigour."
Yes, the same glorious Gospel of the blessed God, which, in the
~arly centuries, delivered the Church of God from paganism and the
worship and idols of the great goddess Diana and her silver shrines,
etc., must again be sounded forth in the power of the Holy Ghost to
deliver the Chmch from the idolatry, will-worship, and tyrauny of
the Roman apostasy, the man of sin, the mystery of iniquity. So·
saith Dr. Owen, "Snch is all the invented idolatrous worship which
the Kings of the earth have sucked in from the cup of fornication
held out to them in the hand and by the authority of the Roman
whore; this they still cleave close unto, and will not hearken to the
angel preaching the everlasting Gospel, that men should worship Him
who made the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the fountains
of waters, that is, the God of heaven, in Jesus Christ, in opposition
to all their worship of images, worship of bread, worship of saints,
and worship of the. cross, and mass abominations."
Dr. Doudney, one of the late honoured Editors of the GOSPEL
~iAGAZINE, tells us of his visit to the Continent, and of his viewing
the old cathedrals, and noticing some benevolent·looking old priest,
and how for a brief space he found his heart, as it were, suggesting
to him, surely here is something for your approbation and admiration ~ But detecting the thief----{)h, how ashamed of himself he tells
us he was, to think that even for a brief space he should be the subject
of such thoughts of those things which, all through the even tenor
of his life, as an English Protestant, and a man fearing God, he
abhorred and rejected. But how few Englishmen but only nominal
Protestants escape this snare, or other snare of Rome akin to it ~
Surely nothing short of a Spirit-given love of the truth can deliver
from such snares of the devil.
Let us keep in mind that it was the same Holy Spirit of Divine
inspiration which gave to. Isaiah the prophet the words, "Babylon
is fallen, is fallen, and all the graven images of her gods He hath
brok~n unto the ground" (Isa. xxi. 9); Who gave to John in the
Revelation the same words, that in the mouth of two witnesses every
word of His might be established. Moreover, if we diligently consider
the 9th, 10th, and 11th verses of this chapter, we shall find a heat of
the Divine displeasure displayed as much, if not more, 3gainst the'
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admirers and helpers and well-wishers of the Roman apostasy, albeit
they are nominally Protestant, as against papists and the mystery
Babylon itself. ,God Himself, to whom all hearts are open, marks a
difference between those whose hearts decline to her ways and who
go astray in her paths; and those who incline their ears to His words
.(Rev. xviii. 4, 5), avoiding her house as the way to hell, going down
,
to the chambers of death.
It is these things being opened to and present with the saints of
God on earth that call for the patience of the text. On every side
they find themselves surrounded and confronted with the emissaries
of Rome's apostasy, and they sigh and cry for these evils done in
the land, by which His word is cast aside for the l'mctice of gross
idolatry. They see him-the Man of sin-prospering in his way,
and bringing wicked devices to pass and they find their chief support
and solace in resting in the Lord, and waiting patiently for Him. Now
the man of faith seeth the wicked plotting against the just, and gnashing upon him with his teeth. He seeth also his day coming, and is
patient unto the coming of that day. We see this patience in blessed·
Lawrence Saunders, of the Marian reign, consigned for fifteen months to
a dungeon without trial, and when brought out to be degraded saying,
"I thank God, I am none of your church," for which he was burnt
to ashes. In Cox, Bishop of Ely, in Queen Elizabeth's reign, we have
an eminent instance of keeping the commandments of God, as in the
text, for he wrote a letter to Her iVlajesty vindicating his conduct
in refusing to minister in the Royal Chapel on account of the crucifix
there:. "That was because of' a graven image made and set up.'"
'Thou shalt not,' was the command of God. Was he to walk after
the traditions of men, or keep the commandments of God ~ "
Wns it not the affiicted state into which Job was brought, and God's
providence towards him keeping him in it, that called for and exhibited
his patience ~ So also Gou's saints-so far as they are oppressed and
affiicted by Antichrist and all his evil in the deceiving of men and
turning them away from the only acceptable worship of the only
living and true Gud-show forth their faith and patience. And as
surely as there came a period to Job's patient submission, so also to
theirs to-day, who say with David, "I hate their work that turn
aside. It shall not cleave to me." Truly such shall- inherit the
promises. They shall enter in through the gates into the city.
" Those holy gates for ever bar
Pollution, sin, and shame;

None enter these but such as are
The followers of the Lamb.
How must the Mass exclude them, when the God of truth affirms
that none enter that city of eternal felicity who are idolaters, who
love and who make that lie. The" from henceforth" of verse 13 is
a stroke against their lie of purgatory.
.
Birkenh.ead.
G. A.
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FRAGRANT MEMORIES OF THE LATE REV. GEORGE HEWITT,
VICA.R OF ST. LUKE'S, PRESTONVlLLE,

BRIGHTON.

How many Christians there must be in the world who, at one time or
another, 'have received outstanding blessing from the preached Word,
without having an opportunity of thanking the preacher.
.
For instance (if a personal remark may be pardoned), there is one
preacher I should dearly like to thank, if it were possible. I heard him
at a time of much testing and unsettlement. A friend (who has since
raid down his young life in Flanders) and I slipped into" Gower Street"
one Tnesday 'night in 1910. Who the preacher was I do not know to
this day, bnt I shall always be grateful for his message, and shall never
forget the joy that came to me as he read out his text, slowly, and (as
it seemed) with stress on the closing words, " But the God of all grace
. . . stablish, strengthen, SETTLE you" (1 Peter v. 10).
But (to continue) I am thinking specially of one preacher, it saintly
man, holding- fast the doctrines of grace, under whom 1 had the privilege
of working seven years-the Rev. George Hewitt, late Vicar of St.
Luke's, Prestonville, Brighton. It is ten years since ~fr. Hewitt
" passed over, " but many must be still helped by memories of messages
he gave to his people so faithfully and for so long.
_
The other day, finding an old Bible I used in those Prestonville days,
I began to look up certain shorthand notes written in the margin when
listening to our Vicar's sermons, and find them so good they are worth
passing 011. Of course there are no det.'1ils-just a vivid sentence here,
a characteristic comment there, bnt they show the man and his point
of view.
The first of these notes brings to mind a specially helpful sermon
preached from Genesis xlix. 22-26. "Joseph is a fruitful bough."
There were four heads: (1) The Source of Joseph's fruitfulness . . .
"the welL" (2) The Support for his branches . . . "the wall."
(3) The Suffering he had to undergo . . . "the archers shot at him."
(4) Preceded by a glorious" But "-the Stren,gth that carried him
through all-" his bow abode in strength, and, the arms of his hands
were made strong by the Hands of the Mighty God of Jacob."
2 Samuel xxiii. 4,5, was the text of a sermon which bronght refreshing. " He shaIl be as the light of the morning when the sun ariseth .
. . . Although my house be not so with God, yet He hath made with
me an everlasting Covenant, ordered in all things and sure; for this is
all my salvation and all my desire, although He make it not to grow."
The three heads were-David's (1) Son-ow, (2) Security, (3) Solace.
April 25th, 1907, was a red-letter day too. The text was Psalm
xxxvii. 23, 24, "The steps of a good man," etc. "The most blessed
step," we were told, " that a man can be enabled to take, is the step
towards Calvary." Then, as to the" faIl" mentioned-" though he
fall." [" Oh! can God's children fall n" Yes, but there is still a
promise: "He shall not be utterly cast down" ; and we were referred
to Mieah vii., "Rejoice not against me, 0 mine enemy; when I fall I
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LORD shall be a Light unto

me. "

Another day the text was Psalm xvi. 6-about the pleasant places
of the soul. "You may have had them in your little way "--says the
shorthand note. The sermon on Job xxxix. 27-30 was preached, I
remember, in much bodily weakness, but yet with spiritual power.
" Where the slain are, t.here is she." "If you can do without a slain
Christ," lohe preachel: said, "there is somet.hing wrong." How
solemnly true that is to-day. Is not the sickness in the churches due
to this very thing 1
I do not remember anything of the serlllon on Job x. 12, except the
text, which is very striking, and perhaps not often chosen. "Thou
hast granted me life and favour, and Thy visitation hath' preserved my
spirit." Life and favour! Golden gifts indeed for souls in themselves dead and undeserving. "And Thy visitation "-is there not a
secret here 1-" Thy visitation hath preserved my spirit."
A New Year's Message in 1908 was from the text, Psalm xc. 16, 17.
I have reason to remember it because on that day I was undertaking a
ne\v bit of parish work which was really burdensome to me, and this
message was certainly a help.. As also were the words of a hymn we
sang about that time (No. 180 in the New C,'hurch Hymn Book), one
of .John Newton's" When first before His mercy seat,
Thou didst to Him thy all commit;
He gave thee warrant from that hour
To trust His wisdom, love, and power."

Of course Psalm evii. was a favourite with Mr. Hewitt, and his people
will always remember the stress he used to put on the word " then" in
it in verses 6, 13, 19, etc. It ,vas after they were troubled, brought
down, faintings, etc., "THEN they .cried unto the Lord."
Against Psalm cxvi. 8 I find written, "Blessed tears if they bring
US nearer to Christ."
And against Isaiah xxxiii., " Be Thou their arm
every morning," I find the words-" You don't need an arm unless
you'are weak!" Against Jeremiah xvii. 14, are the words, "I love a
wounded sinner" ; and against Jeremiah iii. 22-(" Return, ye backsliding children ") are the words, "They are still children though
they have .backslidden."
The most beautiful memory I have of Mr. Hewitt's presching was
of one Thursday night when he preacbed on the Woman at the Well in
St. John iv. Before goj,ng into the pulpit that night, he told me how
tired he was in body, but no sooner had he commenced the sermon than
the oil began to flow. The ·climax came as he described the woman's
joy. "Christ was so absorbed that he disregarded meat and drink
(v. 31); and the woman was so absorbed that she left her waterpot,
the very thing she had come to the well to fill !" Many in Prestonville
mu~t.remember that night. Mr. Hewitt was always indignant at the
growth Qf priestly assumptions both in our own Church and in the
Church of Rome. Many a word of controversy. fell from his lips, but
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always he spoke the truth in love. Once, speaking on Acts v. 31" Brethren "-he stopped, and said, "we only too often hear of men,
even in our own beloved Church, professing to be able to give forgiveness
of sins, but we never yet heard of anyone professing to be able to give
repentance. It is our glorious Christ alone who gives both. Away
with man's assumptions."
Sometimes just a phrase remains in onc's memory, like that written
in the margin of 2 Cor. vi. 10-" The broken·hearted familt of God" ;
or 2 Thess. i. 3-" A growth downwards and a growth upwards" ;
or Rev. xix. 12-" Any work of grace in your heart or in mine comes
from a crowned Christ"; or Ezek. xvi. S-" Thou becamest Mine "~'not His by nature! "
Speaking on 1 Tim. i. 16, Mr. Hewitt lit up the text by saying in his
quiet way, "If we cannot approach UJlto this Light, it can approach
unto us." (See 2 Cor. iv. 6.)
,
The Christmas text (Isaiah L..,. 6) was a joy to the old man. He
delighted in the personal words "unto us," and in reading the
sovereignty clause, "The government shall be upon His shoulder."
Once, on reading it, I remember, he paused a moment, then said, " A
Broad Shoulder, beloved."
Speaking of the name Counsellor, he added, " And His counsel shall
stand." This was the Saviour God had raised up, and this was the
High Priest Who even then was interceding for us at the Throne. "Oh
what a wonderful Intercessor, brethren; don't think'so much of your
poor prayers as of His great ones. Look at His intercessions on the
cross for His murderers. It will give you hope."
In the margin of the Passover chapter, Exodus xii., against verse 13
are the words, "When I see the blood I will pass over you. When I
see it; not when you see it."
His last text was Rev. iii. 4, " They shall walk with me in white, for
they are worthy."
I shall not easily forget the night Mr. Hewitt died. It was a Sunday
evening. I was preaching in St. Luke's that night, and while doing so
the churchwarden brought me word that he was passing. I asked the
people to kneel in prayer. Afterwards we sang a hymn, and just as we
sang the last verse of it the old Vicar" passed across." It was ~o. 9
in our hymnbook, and begins, ." Father, again in Jesu's Name we
meet." The last verse is as follows :"Oh, by that name in whom all fulness dwells,
Oh, by that love which every love excels,
Oh, by that blood so freely shed for sin,
Open blest Mercy's gate and take us in."

H. A. L.
" EVERY Divine communication carries (like the diamond) its own
light with it, thus showing whence it comes; no touchstone is req~ed
to discriminate it."-J. A. Bengel.
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JACOB AND JOSEPH, A CONTRAST.

By DR.

CANDLISH.

Jacob died, Israel was in the first full flnsh of favonr and pros·
perity in Egypt; the world in Egypt was smiling on them. They were
feeding their floeks in the best pastures, and basking in the sunshine of
royal patronage. They needed to be reminded that Egypt, though
the land of plenty, was not their rest, that Canaan was their home.
When Joseph died, a change was near at hand. Already there may
have been ominous signs of approaching trouble. The prophetic
warning that Abraham got was about to be accomplished. They
needed to be reconciled to Egypt as the house of bondage, by the aSSm·
.ance of a joyous return to Canaan at last.
Both of these needs al'e suitably met by the dying commandment of
Jacob and of Joseph respectively, " concerning their bones."
Jacob virtually says: You are now in the enjoyment of worldly
-ellse and plenty. The famine is past, and with the famine, other sore
miseries besides. You have abundance of the good things of this life;
and the "vii consequences of former sins are put right. Egypt, which
is your world, is now a sort of paradise to you. Bnt forget not Canaan.
Yon are merely strangers and sojourners here; your real citizenship is
elsewhere. The world in Egypt is all smiles; let not its smiles ensnare
{II' enslave yon.
Set not yom hearts upon it. Love it not, nor the
things of it. As yon carry your dead father up to Canaan, let what you
are doing teach you to keep Canaan ever in view. The promises arc
",ll bound up with Canaan. There, where you lay me, beside Abraham
and Isaac, let your hope always be centred. Let the habit of your life
be fashioned not after Egypt's licence, bnt after Canaan's holy
WHEN

.covenant.

Joseph again, in an altered state of things, may be held to say:
Egypt, wbich is the world to you, is about to become a house of bondage,
.a furnace of afl.liction. Its smiles are to give place to frowns, its joys
to bitter griefs. There is to be little more of bright snnshine in this
world for you, but only ever-deepening gloom. But courage! Be of
good cheer-be not dismayed-tbe darkness will not last for ever.
This weary Egypt, this region of cloud and storm, of oppression,
tronble, and woe, is not to be your .dwelling-place always. Canaan is
ere long to open to you its blessed gates. I am sure of it; so sure of
it am I, that I specially ask you not to do for me what I did for Jacob.
J am as intensely bent as he was on having Canaan as my final rest;
I intend that my bones shall lie there with his. But I could not pre·
vent or anticipate you. I leave my bones with you, to be carried up
to Canaan, only when you go up to Canaan yourselves. Keep them.
And as often as you look at the coffin in which they are put, let your
faith and hope become as brigbt as mine now is. Be assured, as I am
assured, that tbe tribulations of Egypt are to end in the peace and joy
of ,Canaan.
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HELP.
WE learn from a sketch of his life that the first edition of " Cruden "
was published in 1737, and dedicated to Queen Carolille, to whom a
copy was presented, and it " met with very gracious acceptance; but
all nopes of pecuniary assistance were cut off by the Queen's death,
which happened sixteen days after her Majesty's declaration that she
, would' not fail to remember the author.'" In 1754, among various
diversions, Cruden "still pursued his business with lUlabated assiduity,
and especially the correction of his Concordance and the preparing it
for a new edition, which was published in 1761 and presented in person
by the author to the King, who gave him a donation of £100. He had
also the honour of presenting it to Queen Charlotte and to the Princess
DowagCl' of Wales. At this tin,e he was correctOr of the press in the
publication of the Public Ad"ertiseT, and had full occupation. At
one o'clock in the morning he finished the labours of the office. and at
six he was turning over his Bible with the most careful att<lntion. In
the evening he again returned to the printing office near to which he
lodged at the Hating Mill, over against the Ship in Ivy L"'ne. In thisround of public and private duty he passed his time tranquilly and
happily, embracing every opportlUlity of pedorming acts of benevolence
to his fellow creatures. . . . The third edition of thE} Concordance on
which he employed all the leisure hours of the lat<lr periods of his life
. appeared iu 1769.".
From that time mauy a text which otherwise would have had to be
hunted for, has been found with all the speed of Jacob's venisou, and
many a blessing has been upon the head of the author. But he tabulated the texts of the Authorized yersion only, and the renderings
peculiar to the Prayer Book Version have still to be looked for. One
there is-in some early or half''''ay psalm, that tells us of the Lord" the help that is done upon earth. He doeth it Himself." No doubt
Hezekiah thought so wheu he awoke to find that an irresistible sword
,had slain his hundred and eighty-five thousand enemies. And no
doubt, though with a wearier body,Nehemiah knew so too, as he bore
the burden and heat of the day and toiled with men and with things;
rising at night also to see and to supervise, and returning again and
again, as he did, to the Lord, to beg for renewed strength and for
remembering favour. What would all his successes be without
repeated tokens of the Lord's care 'i- If the Lord were silent to him,
how could he endure? He would think of the fact (if not the text)" He doeth what He will in the armies of heaven and among the inhabi·
tants of the earth"; he would know that the Lord had the power to
dispose of him whicliever way He chose, and he would feel ~eak in hiB
strength, and dependent, and likely to be wrong; but if the Lord
remembered him for good, if He acknowledged him in all his undertakings, arrangements, and results, if God ·remembere-d him in all his
good deeds with the saving strength of His right hand-all would be
well. And so he went forward, holpen with a little help, and doing
great things, repairing the city, forcing the nobleB, merchants, and
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sellers to keep the Sabbath day holy, then back again to the same place,
" Remember me, 0 my God, concerning this also, and spare me according to the greatness of Thy mercy."
"Help, Lord," prayed the Ki.ng of Israel, feeling companion less in
Zion. "Lord, help me;' said the crushed mother, and hammered at
the door of mercy, and it opened to her, as it must do, because the
promise of God is behind it.
" Behold," said David, " God is my helper." And indeed he could
have instanced the fact, with the mmains of a lion and a bear at hi.s
feet, .the head of a giant in his halld, and later on-a KIND word from
the Jealous One said in his ears. But he knew also the heavenly gift.
of fellowship and friendship. By hinlself indeed he had been-and he
could feel, " the Lord alone <lid lead him," and" they wandered ill the
wilderness in a solitary way." SoJital:y it must be in the heart's experience when Christ and the living soul commune with each other in
the presence of the Spirit. All is secret there, never to be disclosed to
anyone. Dejections, complaints, confessions, upliftings, hopes, longings,
·and praises are in<lividual breathings, and none can exchange with his.
brother. But the ·commUllion of saints was as real, if <lifferent. David
could not, and <lid not, forget that Jonathan strengthened his hands in
God, that Barzillai, when he was at his last gasp, brought him all that
he needed, that Abigail saved hi.m with her cOIUlsel and her provisions.
And so, while he said" The Iord is my helper," he failed not to add,
"The Lord is with them that uphold my soul."
It was early days in the Gospel when the <lisciples beckoned to their
partners to come and help them. "Come over and help us "-was·
the same request from Macedonia, and Paul rushed to obey it. He
k-new the bitterness and hopelessness of being forsaken of his friends,
but he kne,v that tltere was sweetness and body in their help. "He
oft refreshed mc," he said of one,·" he was not ashamed of my chain,
he sought me out very <liligently and found lIIe. The Lord grant hinl
mercy." The Lord had said to Paul, "I will never leave thee nor
forsake thee," and to prove His word He sent Priscilla, Aquila, and
Urbane (accor<ling to Romans xvi.)-to be his helpers. And in the
same chapter of inspiration-of <livine archives-Phrebe finds a place,
" for she was a succourer of many, and of myself also."
.
FOLLOWEH-ON.
" ALTHOUGH the night apparently equalizes the circulation well, yet
it does not sufficiently restore its balance for the attainmeut of a 100ig
life. Hence one day in seven, by the bOllllty of Providence, is thrown
in as a day of compensation, to perfect by its repose the animal system.
This is said sinlply as a physician, but, if you consider further the
proper effect of real Christianity-namely, peace of mind, confiding
tmst in God, and goodwill to man-yon will perceive in this source
of renewed vigour to the mind, and through the mind to the body,
an additional spring of life imparted from this higher use of the Sabbath
as a holy rest:'-Dr. Farlc.
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"GOSPEL MAGAZINE"
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READERS.

THE response of our readers to our appeal, issued in August last, has
been warm and generous. From rich and poor alike donations have
come in, and the Trustees desire to express their warm thanks to our
many friends. We trust that many will feel led to continue to help
the cause of the Magazine by annual contributions, just as they help
Evangelical and Protestant societies. In this way we shall be en·
couraged to go forward in propagating the precious doctrines of Divine
-Grace. Donations and annual contributions may be sent, as before,
to the Publisher, or to the Editor.
The Trustees very gratefully acknowledge the receipt of the followlUg SlunS;-

Miss

~1.

A. I vempy

£ s. d.

o 10

6

I

£ s. d.

Miss C. Deal ..

050

JOHN NEWTON AND THE DEGREE OF D.D.

" MR. NEWTON was entirely free from either the vanity or ambition
which too often shows itself in some great and even good men; and
so when the University of New Jersey conferred on him at this time
the degree of Doctor of Divinity, while grateful for such an expression
of respect, he refused to appFopriate the title: 'I have been hurt,'
'he says in a letter to Mr. Campbell, 'by two or three letters directed
Dr. Newton. I beg you to inform my friends in Scotland, as they
come in your way, that after a little time, if any letters come to me
addressed to Dr. Ne,vton, I shall be obliged to send them back unopened. I know no snch person, I never shall, I never will, by the
grace of God. . . . So far as this mark of their favour indicates a
regard to the Gospel truths which I profess, I am much pleased with
it. But as to the title itself, I l'enounce it heartily. The dreary
eoast of Africa was the lmiversity to which the Lord was pleased to
send me, and I dare not acknowledge a relation to any other.' "Rev. J osw', Bull's Narrative of John Newton.

"WHOSO is armed with the Text, the same is a right Pastor, and my
best advice and counsel is, that wc draw water out of the true Fountain;
that is, diligently to read in the Bible. He is " lea1'lled Divine that
'is well grounded in the Text; for one text and sentence out of the
Bible is of far more esteem aud value than many writings and glosses,
which neither are strong, sound, nor armour of proof."-Mart1"
Luther.
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lEn JIllemoriam.
THE LATE MR. A. STACEY, OF DERBY.
IT was our great privilege to minister as curate for thirteen months
(1897-8) at Trinity Church, Derby, in association with the Rev. Henry
Martin, the Vicar of that church. When thus ministering the Word
{If life we were much impressed with the considerable number of godly
working men who had an intelligent knowledge of the Scriptures and
a firm grasp of the doctrines of grace. We felt it a privilege to minister
to a congregation so many of whom wel'e able to distinguish between
truth and error, and between the precious and the vile. Amongst
these was the late Mr. A. STACEY, a reader of this Magazine for the long
pel'io,l of 44 years. On March 27th last the Lord ealled him to his
heavenly Home. The following touching letter is from the pen of a
dear friend of Mr. Stacey, and one who was also a member of Trinity
Church congregation. We feel sure that it will be read with much
interest not only by Derby friends, but also by many others of our
readers.
62, GRAYLING STREET,
DERBY, April 4th, 1919.
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,I am writing to inform you of the sudden death of an old reader of
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and very dear friend of mine, the late Mr. A.
STACEY, who passed away on March 27th. About three and a half
years ago he almost lost his sight, and had to give up work, but the
()ear Lord was with him, and supported him until in His own time and
way He took him to himself. He was sitting in a chair mending his
boot, when he was seized with a stroke and never gained consciousness.
You may perhaps remember him when you were at Trinity Church,
Derby. I believe when I called to see you at Bath, you asked me
about the dear friends in Derby of which he was one, one who not only
believed in the doctrines of grace, but was blessed with the grace of
the doctrine. I shall miss him. He was my next-door neighbour, and
most Saturday nights we spent about two hours together talking on
the Word of God, and what God had done for us.
As he could not be out after seven during winter months, I.had to go
in and tell him the portion of God's word we had at chapel. I said I
had lost a friend. He has sat .with me when laid up many times with
ulcerated stomach, talking on the things of God and what He had done
for our souls. Dear Mrs. Stacey showed me her husband's Bible, for
he had been asked to preach the Sunday following Easter, as Mr.
Sargeant was going away to Colwyn Bay. He had a sweet portion
given him to speak about (Zephaniah iii. 12). What a mercy we are
brought to trust in the name of the Lord. I for one desire to praise
the dear Lord for affliction, for I have had such sweet visits from Him
at those times that words fail to express.
. Mr. Stacey had been a reader of the GOSPEL ~fAGAZINE .for 44 years.
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He sat under the ministry of the late Rev. F. Hoare, and wherever a
door was opened he was willing to go to speak of Him Who had done
so much for him. He was very fond of dear Toplady's hymn, "A
debtor to mercy alone," and also of the writings of the late G. Cowell.
Truly we spend our years as a tale that is told. The tale of the child
of God is goodness and mercy all his days. Excuse these few broken
remarks in this letter, and may you, dear Mr. Houghton, have much of
the Lord's presence, and may grace, mercy, and peace rest upon you,
and upon your labour of love,
Our times are in the hands of a Covenant-keeping God.
Yours in Covenant love,
P. ELKS.
Our warm Christian sympathy is extended to Mrs. Stacey and the
writer of this letter. We would also send our war'm Christian greetings
to all other Christian friends in Derby.
THE EDITOR.
THE LATE REV. FRANCIS POCOCK, OF !lATH.
WE printed a portrait and a brief sketch of the life of our late aged
friend, the Rev. FRANCIS POCOCK, of Bath, ·in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
for Jwre, 1910. He was then in his eighty-second year, and ha~
lingered on till i\larch 16th last, when he passed peacefully away
at the advanced age of ninety. We first met our dear friend in Bath
in the year 1899. He had very frequently occupied tIle pulpit at
Kensington Episcopal Chapel during the vacancy. We soon found
that he was one of the old type of Evallgelicals, and that he held and
loved the precious doctrines of Divine grace.. During our ministry
of eighteen years in Bath we had frequent happy fellowship with our
friend. ·Eventually he came to live in the neighbourhood of Kensington
Episcopal Chapel, and together with his wife he regularly attended
our ministry so long as health permittell. Then we continued to
visit him weekly until our removal to Norfolk. It was a great joy
to have spiritual fellowship with hinr, He grew more and more out
of sympathy with the general trend of things in the Church of England.
It grieved him to notice the spread of Ritualism, Rationalism, worldli.ness, and Sabbath desecration. Occasionally, at his request we
ministered to him the Lord's Supper, and on those occasions, as wel.)
as in our weekly visits, we felt it a privilege to minister to God's. aged
and dear servant. WlJ,en no longer' equal to preaching, he himself
brought comfort to many of the Lord's people in Bath by his pastoral
visits.•
Early in life he was a student a,t St. Aidan's College, Birkenhead. One of the tutors was the Rev. Henry Linton, and from
him he learnt to love the distinctive doctrines of grace. He
was ordaine.d by the late Archbishop Slltllner on the 21st 'of
September, 1855, and sailed in October to Sierra Leone with the Right
Rev. Johu Wills Weeks. Subsequently he acted· as Chaplain to
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Bishop Weeks. Mr. Pocock a.nd his wife being laid low with many
attacks of fever, they left for England in April, 1858. . On their way
home they were shipwrecked. Their vessel came into· collision and
sank, seven lives being lost. Those who were saved were picked up
in little boats anil brought in a Dutch barque to Cadiz, in Spain, after
some days of danger and privation. The shock told upon our friend;
and for some months he was una.ble to take any duty. Subsequently
he held curacies at Little Faringdon, St. J ames's, Bath, and at St.
Matthew's, .Widcombe, Bath. Then he became Vicar of Monkton
Combe. It was' while here that he founded the well·known Monkton
Combe School. Commencing in a small way, it has developed into
one of our most important Evangelical public schools. From 1875
to 1881 Mr. Pocock was Vicar at St. Paul's, Poole, Dorsetshire. In
the latter year he succeeded the late Rev. Leonard Hill as minister
of Portland Episcopal Chapel, Bath, where he lahoured for eleven
years. Our dear friend has thus lived a long, eventful, and useful
life.
The first part of the funeral service was taken at Kensington
Episcopal Chapel, Bath, and subsequently the mortal remains of our
late dear friend were laid to rest at Locksbrook Cemetery. Quite
fittingly the Head Master of Monkton Combe School (the Rev. J. W.
Kearns), three of the assistant masters,..and some of the boys were
present at the service. The hymns, "Come, Thou Fount of every
blessing," and '~Peace, perfect peace," were sung. What an unspeak· '
able mercy it is that wc have the blessed assurance· that our dear
aged. friend, though" absent from the body," is "present with the
Lord." He preached Christ. Christ was precious to him, and I)OW
he is '! with Christ, which is far better."
THE EDITOR.
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, N or/olk.

,
THE KEYS OF THE KINGDOM.

..

" All," said the Saviour, O~le day, by the sea,
" All that the Father in Heaven above
Giveth to Me in His Wisdom and love
All shall yet willingly come unto Me."
" Him, too, that cometh to Me "-(here's the clue !)
" Empty and bankrupt, defiled yet devout,
Verily, I will in no wise cast out."
[Hearken, ye seekers, He speaketh to you.l
H All " and "in no wise" . . . "I" . . . "shall COlne
these seven
Words full of blessing, how brightly they shine!
All who believe them, through mercy Divine,
Find them the keys of the kingdom of heaven.

"

RU:Fus.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-In this day, when vast quantities of literature
contrary to the cross of Christ are scattered on all hands, we are
convinced of the deep need for the widespread distribution of truthful
literature amongst our soldiers and sailors, and we shall value the
kind help of all lovers of Christ and His truth on behalf of our brave
men.
Yours sincerely,
6, Stirling Road,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bath Road, Bristol, April 1st, 1919.
~rote$tant

))eacon.

PROPOSED CHANGES IN THE HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE.
By E. A. KNox, D.D., LORD BISHOP aI' MANCHESTER.

•

THE Convocation of Canterbury has determined to use the revision of
the Prayer Book to reverse the settlement of the Communion Service
made in 1552 and reaffirmed in 1559 and 1662. They have decided
that the principle of a sacrifice offered to God upon an altar with the
matter of bread and wine by a priest should be a pennitted alternative,
and that the priest should be allowed to be clothed in sacrificial vestments. These two very important changes must be taken together,
and with them must be connected the permission to reserve the consecrated elements, a decision which must eventually carry with it
devotions made before those elements, as being really a Presence of the
glorified Humanity of our Lord, from which Presence no devout
believer dare withhold his adoration.
•
It is no exaggeration to' say that these decisions do establish'a
counter-reformation in the Church of England.• They affirm that all
our,.divines and saints, from Cranmer to the middle of the last cen tury,
were in error, and that all Evangelical Churchmen to-day are in error.
From this point of view Evangelicals may be tolerated as imperfect
Churchmen, but they are Churchmen whose faith is defective_ For it
is idle to pretend that the two doctrines of Holy Commnnion are both
equally true, equally according to the mind of Christ. Either Qur Lord
does present Himself on earth in and through the consecrated elements,
or He does not. Either the consecration of the elements and communion of the priest are a sacrifice, or they are not. There is no possibility of both these statements being equally true. If Christ does so
present Himself, if He is so sacrificed, He may pardon the ignorance
or unbelief of those who do not recognize His Presence, who do not
recognize this sacrifice, but for all that they need pardon, because they
offer constant affront to His Divine majesty. The time will come

,
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when such unworthy members must either be converted or repudiated
by a faithful Church. It is idle to pretend that the steps which the
Convocation of Canterhury has taken are not of the gravest importance
to Evangelical Churchmen. They do, in fact, challenge their right to
call themselves Churchmen . . . .
WHAT IS THE EF~'ECT OF PRAYER BOOK REVISION ~

•

Now since the work of revision of the Prayer Book has been taken in
hand, and it has heen my duty to examine more carefully and to
weigh every word in the structure of that hook; since also the deliherate
refusal of those in authority to entertain any serious curbing of ritual
excesses, wherehy twelve precious years have been left to the extremists
to fortify their .position; and since the almost cynical avowal that
changes must be made in the Prayer Book in order to cover existing
practices, it has heen my growing conviction that Evangelicals must
now and at once defend Protestant truth, which is truth hased 011
~cripture and not on tradition, or they must be prepared to see the
laity of England go more and more over to the side which has the
courage of its convictions, which does not hesitate to make definite
pronouncements on momentous doctrines. This particular change is
the clear deciding point. It was possible for some of us to he per·
suaded that no doctrinal change was intended in the use of vestments,
possihle for some of us to believe the sallle of reservation for the use of
the sick. But this change of real doctrinal significance cuts away the
ground from all attempt to maintain that vestments or reservation
are not doctrinally significant. For when a priest in robes which areno longer mere gauds, hut sacrificial rohes, ascends the steps of a high
altar and makes with consecrated bread and wine a memorial before
God, which is a re·presentation of a memorial that is being made by
our Lord in Heaven, in the presence of a congregation of whom few, if
any, are communicants, prefacing the consecration with the Be'll£dictus
and concluding with the Agnus Dei, and then reserves the elements in
the church for an indefinite period, knowing that they will attract
adoration-and all this is done to cover acts which are often avowed to
be steps towards reunion with Rome-to maintain that in all this there
is no doctrinal teaching is to evacuate prayer and ritual of all meaning,_
and to reduce them to the level of the games of children in the marketplace.
To release us from this teaching the framers of our Prayer Book
surrendered their hodies to the flames. To save us from this teaching
our ancestors faced the fury of J ames II and Louis XIV, knowing well
that what the Grand Monarque had done in France would be done in
England had William of Orange been defeated. In the power of the
Gospel so preserved to us God has permitted us to see our own nation
rescued from unbelief and social degradation, and to see also all the
marvels wrought in the Mission fields of East and West. Have all
these suffered and worked in the:strength of a half-truth, a defectiv,:
faith ~ Has the balance of tmth been on the side of Rome ~ If we
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lionestly believe what we say that we believe, are we conteilt that
false doctrine should be embedded in the revised Prayer Book of our
Church 1 0 God! wake us up to play our part in our day and generation as our fathers played theirs.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
,VILL our readers kindly note the anniversaries and meetings, as they
lire 'successively announced by advertisements 1 The 112th Annivers<try, to be held in Caxton Hall on May 9th, will be an especi<tlly
interesting gatbering; no tickets required. It will cheer the hearts
and strengthen the hands of the Committee to have large assemblies,
thus demonstrating the oneness of the family of faith.
A meeting has been held in Grove Road Chapel, Eastbourne, under
the presidency of Mr. Henry Popham. An address was given by the
Secretary, and an organization under the care of Mr. E. J. Miller was
inaugurated'. Mr. Popham has long taken <tn interest in the Society,.
rendering valuable service. At Hastings, a meeting in Wellington
, Square Chapel Lecture HaJI was presided over by Mr. M.Shelbourn,
followed by a sale of work, opened by Mrs. Shelbourn, supported by"
Miss Marchant (Local Hon. Secretary), Messrs. Tobitt and Brooker,
and the Seeretary; upwards of £70 were realized.
No less than 1100 pensioners are cared for, as many as possible
being personally visited by Christian friends, thus removing formality
and providing what is often a means of grace to giver and i·ecipient..
It is hoped' to publish lists of contributors in due course, to include
the names of new suppo~ters coming forward.

AR4:TECHISM OF THE DOCTRINES OF GRACE. Pp. 88. Price 6d. (THE
. REV. HENRY ATHERTON, The Parsonage, 100.:.102, The Grove,
Camberwell, London, S.E.5.)
.
This excellent Catechism was originally issued by the late Rev. R.
Hale, Vicar of Harewood. It was largely used by the late Dr. Alfred
Hewlett, Vicar of Astley, and other Free Grace ministers of the Word.
It is now re-issued by the Sovereign Grace Union and edited by the
Rev. Henry Atherton, Pastor of Grove Chapel, Camberwell. By way
of question and answer with full Scripture proofs it deals with all the'
great trutM of the Gospel. The Fall, Man's Total Depravity, God's
electirig 'purposes, the Work of Christ, the Work of the Spirit, the
Covenant of Grace, Adoption, Redemption, Effectual Calling, Justification, Imputed Righteousness, Sanctification, Eternal Security, Repentance, Faith. T~ove, the Christian Warfare, Good Works, the eternal
happiness of the righteous and the eternal punishment of the wickedthese are some of the great topics of which the Catechism clearly amI
simply treats. We warmly commend it to our readers.
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