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THE FULNESS OF THE SPIRIT.
"Be fiZled with the Spiru."-EpHESIANS v. 18.

THE fulness of the SPIRIT is not a blessing confined to Pentecost.
When the LORD wanted a man to take the lead in making the
tabernacle and its furniture He called Bezaleel, of the tribe of
Judah and "filled him with the SPIRIT of GOD" in order that he
might be equipped for the work to which he was called (Exod:
xxxi. 2, 3; xxxv. 30, 31). Moses and the seventy elders were
equipped for their work by the enduement of the SPIRIT (Num. xi.
17, 25). Joshua, too, was" full of the SPIRIT of wisdom" (Deut.
xxxiv. 9). The judges, such as Gideon, Jephthah, and Samson,
wrought by the power of the SPIRIT of GOD (Judges vi. 24; xi. 29 ;
xiii. 25; xiv. 6, 19; xv. 14).
, The secret of David's piety and courage was the presence of
the SPIRIT of GOD (1 Sarn. xvi. 13). The prophet Micah could
say, "I am full of power by the SPIRIT of the LORD" (Micah iii.
8). David, "the sweet psalmist of Israel," \vrote under the
influence of the SPIRIT. He says, " The SPIRIT of the tORD spake
by me, and' His word was in my tongue" (2 Sam. xxiii. 2).
All the Old Testament prophets "spake as they were moved
by the HOLY GHOST" (2 Pet. i. 21). The need of the SPIRIT for
regeneration and a holy walk is recognized by the prophet Ezekiel
(Ezek. xxxvi. 27; n.-xvii. 14). Thus, that the SPIRIT is the
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Divine Agent in the new birth, the producer of holy fruit and
the Enabler in the work of the LORD, are truths set forth in the
Old Testament as well as in the New, Coming to the New Testament we find that John the Baptist was to be "filled with the
HOLY GHOST" from his birth, that Elisabeth his mother was
"filled with the HOLY GHOST" when she spake to Mary, and
that Zacharias was filled with the same SPIRIT when he uttered
what is called the Song of Zacharias (Luke i. 15, 41, 67). The
Old Testament had foretold that our LORD'S ministry would be
undertaken in the power of the SPIRIT. The SPIRIT of the LORD
was to rest on Him and to be upon Him (lsa. xi. 2; Ixi. 1).
Accordingly, at His baptism GOD anointed Him with the HOLY
GHOST and with power, and in that power He went about doing
good and healing all that were oppressed of the devil (Acts x. 38).
He was "full of the HOLY GHoST" when He was "led by the
SPIRIT into the wilderness." He "returned in the power of the
SPIRIT into Galilee." By the SPIRIT of GOD He wrought His
miracles, and "through the eternal SPIRIT" He offered Himself
without spot to GOD (Luke iv. 1, 14; Matt. xii. 28; Heb. ix. 14).
If the LORD JESUS spake and ministered in the power of the
SPIRIT, all His people surely need that same power if they are to
serve GOD acceptably with reverence and Godly fear. All through
the Old Testament dispensation, and all through the present.
dispensation, all spiritual life, light, knowledge, holine...<s, and
power have been due to the action of the SPIRIT of GOD (see Zech.
iv. 6). The SPIRIT'S power and presence were doubtless more
copiously manifested at Pentecost than in previous times, but.
the HOLY GHOST has always been the LORD and GIVER of life,
and the sole Communicator of all spiritual life and blessing to
the elect people of GOD. All GOD'S people are washed, sanctified,
and justified" in the name of the LORD JESUS, and by the SPIRIT
of our GOD" (1 Cor. vi. 11), and they need the fulness and power
of the SPIRIT every day for their testimony, their work, and their
walk. Hence the Apostle Paul said to the Ephesian saints, "Be
not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the
SPIRIT."
1. Think of the meaning of being filled w'ith the Spirit.
On the day of Pentecost the Apostles and those who were with
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them" were all filled with the HOLY GHOST, and began to speak
with other tongues, as the SPIRIT gave them utterance." This
was an extraordina-ry effect of being filled with the SPIRIT. It is,
however, not a normal and regular effect. Our LORD was full of
the HOLY GHOST (Luke iv. 1), but we have no record of His speaking
in-other tongues. The same may be said of John the Baptist, of
Elisabeth and Zacharias, all of whom, as we have seen, were filled
with the 'SPIRIT. Moreover, when in the fourth chapter of the
Acts and the thirty-first verse, the Apostles and others were again
filled with the HOLY GHOST, "they spake the Word of GOD with
boldness" evidently in the ordinary tongue of the people of
Jerusalem.
These remarks militate against what is called "the tongues
movement" which is being manifested in India, America, and
England. Some of those who heard the Apostles speaking in
tongues to the Jews, who had gathered from every nation under
heaven, said, "These men are full of new wine." That is, they
Tegarded them as being greatly under the influence of alcoholic
liquor. The Apostle Paul, however, says to GOD'S people, "Be
not drUllk with wine," be not greatly under the influence of an
intoxicant, but "be filled with the SPIRIT," be greatly under the
influence of the HOLY GHOST. That should be the desire of every
child of GOD. His daily prayer should be that GOD would fill
him with the SPIRIT, that so his thoughts, words, and ways all
through the day may be pleasing to GOD. Though the believer
has sorrowfully to own at the end of each day that there have
been much failure and much sin-known and Ullknown-yet his
daily aim should be to " walk worthy of the LORD unto all pleasing,
being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge
Qf GOD" (Col. i. 10). A ~eart may be filled by Satan as in the
case of Ananias (Acts v. 3). It may be filled with "all subtilty
and all mischief," as was the heart of Elymas the sorcerer (Acts
xiii. 10); but the true disciples of the LORD need to be "filled
with_ joy and the HOLY GHOST" (Acts xiii. 52). Their desire
should ever be that they may be greatly under the influence of
the HOLY SPIIiIT. How different our walk, our conversation, our
testimony, our pleasures, and our occupations would be if we
were more constantly "walking in the fear of the LORD and in
the comfort of the HOLY GHOST" (Acts ix. 31).
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2.. Think of the need of the fulness of, the Spirit.
. It is needed for faithful testimony. Our LORD was" the laithfuJ:
and true Witness" and His testimony was borne in the power of
the SPIRIT. The SPIRIT of JEHOVAH was upon Him. He WM
anointed to preach the Gospel to the poor, and many who heard
Him "wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out of
His mouth '~ (Luke iv. 22). There was nothing of the flesh in His
testimony as is often the case in ours. He ever spake under the.
SPIRIT. If our testimony is to be pleasing
. • influence of the DIVINE
. .
to GOD we must tarry at the throne of grace daily to be endued
with power from on high. All spiritual power for faithful testimony comes from the HOLY GHOST. "Ye shall receive poWN,
after that the HOLY GHOST is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto Me" (Acts i. 8). Moreover, if we pray for courage
and freedom to speak the Word of GOD we are really praying
for the fulness of the SPIRIT. When Peter and John and those
who were with them prayed, "Grant unto Thy servants, that
with all boldness they may speak Thy word," the place was shaken,
and "they were all filled with the HOLY GHOST, and they llpake
the word of GOD with boldness" (Acts iv.29, 31). This filling,
, be it noted, was subsequent to Pentecost, teaching us that GOD
will, in answer to prayer, frequently fill His believing people with
His SPIRIT that they may speak His Word with liberty and courage.
The fulness of the SPIRIT is needed for all work in the Lord's
service. All who engage in any department of the LORD'S work
should be men and women who are full of the HOLY GHOST. When
the Apostles needed men to administer the alms to the poor
disciples they said, "Look ye out among you seven men of honest
report, full of the HOLY GHOST and wisdom, whom we may appoint
over this business" (Acts vii. 3). If t~e men to be selected for
the distribution of alms to the poor of GOD'S family were to be
full of· the HOLY GHOST, surely all ministers, Sunday-school
teachers, district visitors, and other workers, should be full of the
SPIRIT. The unconverted ought to have no place.in the work
connected with the Church of GoD. One of the great evils in the
professing Church is the multitude of· unconverted workers. It
is to' be feared that many ministers, Sunday-school teachers, and
other workers are strangers to the regenerating and sanctifying
-
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operations of the HOLY SPIRIT. It is of course quite possible that
some unconverted workers. may. be admitted to positions of trust
despite every care being taken to the contrary, but in many
quarters mere'professors are deliberately chosen for office. In this.
way w{)rldly men. often dominate the situation. Satan thus sows
tares among the wheat, and spiritual disaster follows. The fulness
of the SPIRIT is needed fOT aU fruitfulness. The LoRD JESUS hath
chosen and ordained His people that they should go and bring
forth fruit and that their fruit should remain. All who are in
vital union with CHRIST bring forth much fruit. They do this
because CHRIST dwells in them by His SPIRIT. The fruit of the
indwelling SPIRIT is "love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness,
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance." How much we fail in
manifesting these graces, and how much we need to pray for the
fulness of the SPIRIT in order that we may abound in the fruit of
the SPIRIT and in the work of the LORD.
" And every virtue we possess,
And every victory won,
And every thought of holiness
Are His, alone! "

If we would be faithful witnesses, diligent workers, and abundant
in fruitfulness, we need the fulness of the SPIRIT.
3. Lasay, think of the possibility of being filled with the Spirit.
The Apostle says to all believers, "Be filled with the SPIRIT."
How are they to respond to this exhortation ~ It seerus to us
that this exhortation is designed to lead believers to the true
source of the SPIRIT'S power. They caunot fill themselves with
the SPIRIT. When the members of the infant Church. were filled
with the SPIRIT on the day of Pentecost it was the result of Divine
purpose and action. GoD had said, "I will pour out My SPIRIT
upon all flesh," and the filling of GOD'S people with the HOLY
GHOST was at least a partial fulfilment of that Divine purpose and
promise (Acts n. 16, 17). We may interpret this exhortation as
we should interpret others. For example, the Apostle says to
the ColoBllian Christians, "Mortify, therefore, your members which
are upon the earth" (Col. ill. 5). But how are they to do this 1
The answer is given in the Epistle to the Romans where the Apostle
says, "If ye ·through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body,
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ye shall live" (viii. 13). The exhortation to mortify is designed
to lead them to act in the power of the SPIRIT. So when we are
bidden to "be filled with the SPIRIT" the words indicate .that we
are to look to GOD for the SPIRIT'S power and presence, and
we are to look daily for the fulness of the SPIRIT. In other words,
prayer to GOD for the fulness of the SPIRIT should be daily on
our lips. The infant Church in expectation of the outpouring of
the SPIRIT" continued with one accord in prayer and supplication"
(Acts i. 14). Later on, at a time of fresh need for courage, they
prayed for boldness to speak GOD'S word, and in answer to prayer
they were again filled with the HOLY GHOST (Acts iv. 29-31). It
was while our LoRD was praying that the heaven was opened, and
"the HOLY GHOST descended in a bodily shape like a dove upon
Him" (Luke iii. 21, 22). In like manner the Apostle prays for
the Ephesian Christians that they may be "strengthened with
might by His SPIRIT in the inner man" (Ephes. iii. 16). It is
clear that our heavenly FATHER gives fresh experiences of the
SPIRIT'S presence and power to His people that ask Him (Luke xi.
13). It is GOD who sends forth the SPIRIT of His SON into the
hearts of His people, crying, " Abba, FATHER." It is the GOD of
hope Who fills them with all joy and peace in believing, that they
may abound in hope through the power of the HOLY GHOST. If
we daily long for fresh experiences of the SPIRIT'S power our
longings will be satisfied. Our GOD saith, " Open thy mouth wide,
and I will fill it" (Psa. lxxxi. 10). He" satisfieth the longing
soul, and filleth the hungry soul with goodness" (Psa. cvii. 9).
It is the hungry whom He fills with good things. The rich He
sends empty away. Is there not need then for the LORD'S people
to give themselves more regnlarly and earnestly to prayer .~ Are
not many of our failures and inconsistencies and blemishes due
to a restraining of prayer~ How beautiful was the character
of Barnabas! Of him it is written, "He was a good man, and
full of the HOLY GHOST and of faith" (Acts xi. 24). It was felt
that in· a peculiar degree he was a man under the influence of
the SPIRIT~ Happy are we if the same testimony can be borne of
us. We feel instinctively that some men are more spirituallyminded than others. The reason doubtless is that they give
themselves more to prayer for the SPIRIT'S fulness and they
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meditate daily in the Scriptures.
"be filled with the SPIRIT."

May we, both writer and readers,

" Awake, 0 heavenly Wind,
Thou SPIRIT most Divine,
Come blow upon Thy garden here,
And make its graces shine.
Let every fruitful plant
And fragrant spice be seen,
To make the garden of our GOD
Most pleasant and serene.
• Come, sweet celestial Dove,
In Thy reviving gales,
And tune our souls to sing the LAMB,
Whose kindness never fails.
Let His sweet name perfume
The garden of Thy care;
And fill our songs and every breath
With Thy delightful air ! "
(Thorrw,s Row).

The VicaTage, Whitington,
Stoke Fe·"y, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas HoughtOll~.

Lord Jesus Christ pleased not Hi.mself, that therehy He might
eternally profit us. "For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that, though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that ye
through His poverty might be rich." A drop of His blood is worth
more than a sea of ours; and yet He died our death, that we might
live His life; and suffered our hell, to bring us to His heaven. He
lay in the feeble arms of His mother, that we might lie in the tender
bosom of His Father. His love began, in His eterual purposes of
grace; and ends, in our eternal possession of glory.-Wm. SeckM.
OUR

AN absent Bridegroom expects us to be faithful to Him and not to
give our affection to the world as so many professing Christians appear
to be doing. What must He think of those who are punctilious in
their attendance at what they call "Solemn Eucharists" (of which
the Bible and Prayer Book know nothing) on Sundays, and who give
themselves up unreservedly during the week to "screaming farces"
and "fancy dress balls 1" Like the boys who put solemn masks
over their laughing faces, these people can deceive no one but themselves. From such a travesty of religion the Lord from heaven says,
" Come out ... and be ye separate . . . and touch not the unclein
thing."-Rev. 'F. Peacock.
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THE BEGUILING SERPENT.

" The serpent beguiled me, wnd I did ,eat."-,GENESIS iii. 13.
THIS chapter contains the narrative of the 'fall of our first parents,
and of the sentence which God pronounced upon them, followed
by their exclusion from the garden of 'Eden. We are told that
the instrument of their fall was the serpent" that the serpent wa&
subtle in character, that the first transgressor was the woman,
and that death was the consequence of the first sin. All these
facts, recorded as they are in this early chapter of Genesis, are
referred to as historical in the New Testament. The serpent, his
subtlety and deceit, are referred to in 2 Cor. xi. 3-" But I fear,
lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty,
so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in
Christ." The order of the fall is given by the Apostle Paul in
1 Tim. ii. 13, 14. He says, " Adam was first formed, then Eve.
And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived wa~
in the transgression." This is in harmony with the narrative in
Genesis iii. The woinan being deceived, by the serpent took of
the forbidden fruit and gave also to her husband with her and
he did eat. The consequence of this first sin is referred to in
Rom. v. 12. "As by one man sin entered into the world, and
death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all
have sinned," i.e., they sinned in Adam, the representative head
of the race. Again we read, " By man came death" (1 Cor. xv. 21).
. We refer to these passages to show our readers that the inspired
Apostle Paul was familiar with the third of Genesis and that he
fully believed the facts there recorded. If we follow the Higher
Critics we shall regard the early chapters of Genesis as mere myths
and fables, but if we do so, we must also reject ,the teaching of
the New Testament which is based on these historical narratives.
In Matthew xix. 4, 5, our Lord quotes Gen. i. 27, and ii. 24. In
Matthew xxiii. 35, He quotes Genesis iv. 8. To Him, Whose
goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting, and before
Whom every knee (including the knees of Higher Critics) must
one day bow, willingly or unwillingly-to Hlm these early chapters
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in Genesis were the infallible record of historical facts. The Higher
Critics are mere fallible men. Christ is over all,. God blessed· for
ever. We prefer the infallible word of our Divine Lord to the
mere theories of German critics and their English ,followers. In
harmony, then, with the teaching of our' Divine Master and
His inspired apostles we regard the' third chapter of Genesis' as
an inspired narrative of events which literally' t00k place..
Following upon the fall, the Lord God said to the woman," What
is this that thou hast done ~" She answered and. said; "The
serpent beguiled me and I did eat." In dependence on the
guidance and teaching of the Inspirer of this narrative, let us
meditate on these words of the woman.
1. First, let us think of the created being ~vho begu.iled the woman.
. Instrumentally it was a serpent-a literal serpent-who led
Eve to partake of the forbidden fruit. The serpent is compa,red
in the first verse to other animals which the Lord God had made,
and it was a serpent who came to the woman and opened' a
conversation which issued in her sin. Thus, in the language of
the Apostle Paul, "the serpent beguiled Eve" (2 Cor. xi. 3). In
outward form the tempter then was a literal serpent. The New
Testament, however, throws further light on this subject. One of
the names given to Satan is that of "serpent." He is spoken 'of
as "that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan which deceiveth
the whole world" (see Rev. xii. 9,14, 15; xx. 2, 3). "The
name of ' that old serpent' seems to have been given him, because
he first assumed, or entered into, the body of the serpent with the
object of more effectually seducing Eve fmm her allegiance to
God;, as well as from the devilish subtlety with which he hatches
his diabolical schemes; the tortuous, wriggling policy with which
he carries them out; and the deadly and poisonous effects which
they produce upon the souls of men" (The Personality and
History 0/ Satan, by Robert Brown, p. 29.) The fact, therefore,
that Satan entered into and possessed the serpent explains how
it came about that the serpent was able to speak to the woman.
Satan has far more power than many people realize. The case
of Job shows he has power over armies, lightning, aud wind (Job ii.
12-19). All the nations of the world are under His control. He
is the' deceiver of the. nations. Moreover the whole world of
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Ullconverted men lieth in the wicked one. He can, through his
agents, perform supernatural and miraculous works. The" man
of sin" is described as one whose "coming is after the working
of Satan with all '[KYWfJI' and signs and lying wonders, and with all
deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish" (2 Thess.
ii. 9, 10). Satanic power is doubtless behind the foretold "great
signs and wondfJI's" of false Christs and false prophets which, if
it were possible, would "deceive the very elect." It need not be
wondered at, then, that Satan had power to make the serpent
speak. Just as his demons who possessed men in our Lord's
time spake through those whom they possessed, so Satan spake
to the woman through the serpent. As the dumb ass, through
Divine power, forbad the madness of Balaam, so the serpent
through Satanic power spake to the woman (2 Peter ii. 16). Men
who claim to be wise above that which is written may throw
ridicule upon the narratives of the talking serpent and the speaking
ass, but we, who desire to tremble at God's Word and to follow
the guidance of our omniscient Lord, are content to believe all
that the- prophetic writers of Scripture have spoken (Acts xxiv.
14). "That old serpent, called the Devil and Satan," then, was
the. being who introduced sin into the world. The third chapter
of Genesis does not tell us of the origin of sin, but of its introduction
into this earth. Sin against God had already been committed
by Satan himself. He was evidently already in rebellion against
his Creator when he tempted Eve. At first he was holy, pure,
and sinless like all other intelligent beings. At the end of the
six days of creation, "God saw everything that He had made,
and behold, it was very good." Between that period and the
fall of man, however, angelic beings, including Satan, had sinned.
Our knowledge of this great fact is limited. But we are expressly
told of "the angels that sinned" whom God "cast down to hell,
and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto
judgment" (2 Peter ii. 4; Jude 6). Satan was evidently the
leader of these angelic beings, and he and his angels are to be
distinguished from" the elect angels "1(1 Tim. v. 21). Eve was
thus tempted by a being already fallen, a being who ever since
the fall has shown himself to be the enemy of God and man. "The
devil sinneth from the beginning." "He was a murderer from

,
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the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no
truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own:
for he is a liar, and the father of it" (1 John iii. 8; John viii. 44).
The same fallen creature who so successfully tempted Eve appears
in the New Testament as the tempter of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the last Adam. In our Lord's case, however, all the temptations
of the Devil were in vain. Our Lord did no sin. Sin· was not
in Him. He stood firmly against all the onslaughts of the wicked
one, and he brought to nought him that had the power of death,
that is, the devil. Hence Satan is a conquered foe, and He Who
continually defeated the devil can enable His people so to resist,
that the devil will flee from them. Let us, however, remember
that "the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he
may .devour." Only as we are strong in the Lord and in the
power of His might can we stand against the devil's wiles. Never
was it more needful fOf the Lord's people to watch against the
subtlety, the craft, the cunning of Satan. We need to prayerfully
weigh and examine every proposal which comes to us either from
the world or the professing Church. Satan so often assumes the
garb of an angel of light, and even uses God's people, when he
can, as instruments, that we need ever to be on our guard lest
we should be led to join in plans which are not of God.
2. Secondly, let us think of the manner in which Satan beguiled
the woman.
He beguiled her by craft and cunning. The serpent itself " was
more subtil than any beast of the field which the Lord God had
made" (Gen. iii. 1), and the devil who possessed the serpent is
characteristically subtle. He" beguiled Eve through his subtilty."
He came to her as if he were a friend while all the time he was
a crafty enemy. He came to her because he knew that she was
the weaker vessel, and thus his craft is seen in his selecting Eve
instead of Adam as the object of his attack. It is this subtlety
and craft of the devil against which God's people need specially
to be on their guard. The wiles and depths and devices of Satan
are manifested in manifold ways. The proposals for one great
united Church so as to present a united front against some forms
of evil seem innocent enough; but when it is remembered that
these proposals involve a recognition of Romish and Rationalistic
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,error, their evil character and Satanic origin become manifest.
The suggestion that all philanthropic objects are to be regarded
as Christian work has a measure of innocence in its form and
appearance, but when it is remembered that the suggestion
.involves a recognition of possibly unconverted philanthropists as
Christian workers, the evil origin of the suggestion becomes
manifest. All Christian ministers should desire an improvement
in the social conmtion of the great masses of our population, but
the temptation to leave their own proper business of preaching the
Gospel in order to engage in social enterprises is evil in origin, and
should be resisted. Satan is all the more dangerous when he
transforms illmself into' an angel of light and thus' claims to be
a messenger of light rather than of darkness. .
Satan beguiled the woman IYy perverting the Word of God. He
suggested that God had said that she and her husband were not
to eat of any tree in the garden. He misapplied and misinterpreted
and t\visted the word willch God had spoken. He may often do
tills now. How often people quote bits of Scripture in support
of some heresy or error, and when they are questioned it is illscovered that they do not even know in what part of Scripture
their quotations are to be found, and they are utterly ignorant
of the surround.ing context, and of the real meaning of the words
they quote. We need continually to examine such quotations
and to insist on accuracy from all who take the words of Scripture
on their lips.
Satan beguiled the woman by denying the Word 0; God.
He flatly contramcted God's' Word about the consequences of
taking the forbidden fruit. He daringly said, "Ye shall not
surely me.'~ He is busy to-day denying the truths of God's holy
and insptred Word. In a book recently published by the Student
Christian Movement one of the writers says, "Nowadays we hold
no brief for the theory" (note the words, "the theory") "of
man's total depravity. We are ready to believe that from the
first to the present time the natural good and evil in rum have
been pretty equal." Here is a denial of God's Word about sin.
That Word, says, "They that are in the flesh cannot please God,"
they can do nothing that is really good in the sight of God. "The
Garnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the
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law of God, neither indeed can be." Surely here is total depravity,
total moral corruption. Yet this writer calls the doctrine a
"theory." All who are taught by the Spirit and the Word of
God; however, must be ready to say, "I know that in me-that is,
in my flesh-dwelleth no good thing" (Rom. vii. 18; viii. 7, 8).
The' denial of God's Word about sin is naturally. followed by a
. denial of :His' Word about penalty. The writer quoted above
speaks. of "God's reputed tendency to wrath and destruction," as
if· tlle Bible. did not clearly reveal not only that "God is love"
but that "God is a consuming fire," and as if it were not written
that Christ "treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath
of Almighty God" (Rev. xix. 15). The denial of hell and of
Divine wrath dates from the first temptation, and the absence
of. the revealed doctrine of eternal punishment from the teaching
of the preSent day indicates bow Satanic influence is pervading
the minds of' pDofessedly Christian teachers. Our Lord, however,
says of the devil, "He is' a liar, .and the. father of it." Let us
beware of listening to the devil's lies about sin, about penalty, and
about the word of God.
. Satan beguiled the woman by fair promises.
He said, "In the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be
opened, and ye shall be as God, knowing good and evil " (Gen. iii.
5, R.V:). He suggested that disobedience to God would only
issue in a mere advance in knowledge. Eve and her husband
'would then l."IlOW more than they did before.. They would know
good, and evil' as well. They would thus be as God Himself.
There was great deception in this statement and promise. Satan
caref.ully hid from view that in the day God's command was
disobeyed there would not only be an acquisition of knowledge,
but an acquisition of guilt, shame, misery, and death. They would
know evil at the cost of sin and all its terrible consequences. How
much we need to beware of the fair promises of Satan and of His
agents. "Sin, wh~ _ it is finished, bringeth forth death." The
way of sin is "the, Nay to hell, going down to the chambers of
;death" (Prov. vii. :.l7). We need to beware of those who "by
good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple"
{Rom. xvi. 18). Many who' pose as "ministers of righteousness "
.are really servants of Satan (2 Cor. xi. 15).
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3. ThiJnk of the awful consequences. of Sawn's beguil'ing .influence.
Eve put forth her hand and" took of .the fruit thereof." She
disobeyed the voice of her Creator and listened to the voice of
her enemy, the devil. Deceived by his craft and subtlety she
took of the forbidden fruit. Adam, however, was not deceived
(1 Tim. ii. 14), but with the full knowledge of sin's consequences
he identified himself with his wife in her sin. The immediate
consequences were shame, a sense of guilt, and a dread of Him
with Whom they were before walking in happy harmony. They
were now spiritually dead. They experienced a painful separation
from God their Creator, and they "hid themselves from the presence
of the Lord God amongst the trees of the garden." Then came
the solemn sentences announcing sorrow and hardship and
ultimate death of the' body. "I will greatly multiply thy sorrow
and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children;
and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee."
To the man God said, "Cursed is the ground for thy sake; in
sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life. . . . In the
sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the
ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and
unto dust shalt thou return." How true these solemn words;
not only in the lives of our first parents, but also in the lives of
all their posterity, sorrow, hardship, and death can never be
eliminated from human experience until God Himself makes all
things new. Even .then the promise of "no more death, neither
sorrow, nor crying" has reference only to the redeemed. The
others-oh, solemn thought !-the others, "the fearful, and
unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have
their part in. the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone:
which is the second death" (Rev. xxi. 4, 5, 8).
What shall be said of the more remote consequences of this
first sin? All Adam's posterity" during these 6000 years were
shapen, conceived, and born in sin. In sinning himself he dragged
down all his posterity with him. That sin "brought death into
the world and all our woe, with loss of Eden." Who can measure
the sorrow, the pangs, the lamentation, the mourning, and the
woe which have marked this sin-stained earth these 6000 years ?
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Who can measure the sorrow and woe caused by strife, numberless
wars, famine, pestilence, disease, drunkenness, earthquakes,
icebergs, storms, shipwrecks, and death during the long history
of a world lying in the wicked one? The sorrows of the recent
war were awful enough. What about the sorrows occasioned by
all the wars among the savages and among civilized nations all
through the ages? But all this is to be followed by judgment to
come, the winepress of the fierceness of the wrath of Almighty God.
When we remember that all the woe, past, present, and to come,
is traceable to that one act of disobedience committed by our
first parents, let us never again think lightly of sin, or of the smallest
deviation from the path of rectitude.
Blessed be God, however, that before God excluded our first
parents from the garden He gave the promise of a coming Redeemer,
and by clothing Adam and Eve with coats of skin, made from a
slain animal, He pictured forth the atoning blood and the justifying righteousness of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Art
thou, then, dear reader, sensibly conscious that thou hast sinned?
Be of good comfort! God hath fulfilled His promise. He hath
sent forth His Son to redeem, and if thou art trusting in that
Divine Redeemer, thou canst say, "We have redemption through
His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His
grace." "Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law,
being made a curse for us" (Eph. i. 7; Gal. iii. 13). "As by one
man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience
of One shall many be made righteous" (Rom. v. 19). Satan
beguiled and doth beguile, but the Redeemer of God's people
shall yet bring" many sons unto glory" and say of them, " Behold
I and the children which God hath given Me."

The Vicarage, Whitington,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR

(Thomas Houghton).

"I AM reading Boston's 'Crook in the Lot' for the first time and
getting help from it. Some of those old writers had real marrow and
goodness in their messages, and were full of humility with it all. We
never hear them 'claiming' anything from God. or 'letting' God
do this or that, which are the two expressions one so constantly meets
with now."-A Correspondent in' Smtth Africa.
14
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lIJilgttm Japers.
WELLSPRINGS.
" But He, passing through the midst of thelli, went his way, and came down
to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and taught them on the Sahbath
days."-LuKE iv. 30, 31.

pains the Holy Spirit has taken to emphasize the truth that
Jesus the Son of God, now commencing His public ministry, was
" full of the Holy Ghost." At His baptism we read in the previous
chapter, "And the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a
dove upon Him, and a voice came from heaven, which said, Thou
art My beloved Son; in Thee I am well pleased." Then it was that,
"Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan and was
led by the Spirit into the wilderness, being forty days tempted of the
devil," and we know how He resisted and confounded the devil, who
at length " departed from Him for a season" whilst " Jesus returned
in the power of the Spirit into Galilee." And there "He taught iE
their synagogues, being glorified of all." Ever" about His Father's
business," "He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up;
and, as His custom was, He went into the synagogue on the Sabbath
day, and stood up for to read." And we have that lovely scene given
us of the holy and gracious Teacher reading-and attracting all-from
the 61st chapter of Isaiah. It was the day of grace, " The acceptable
year of the Lord," and Jesus stayed there. He did not continue the
Scripture which would have proclaimed, "and the day of vengeance
of our God." "He closed the book and gave it again to the minister,
and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogn~
were fastened on Him. And He began to say unto them, This day is this
Scripture fulfilled in your ears. And all bare Him witness, and wondered
at the gracious words which proceeded out of His mouth." That is
quite enough for Satan. He had been foiled of his endeavours in the
temptation, but had not given up. He had only left Him "for a
season," and in that time had been gathering his forces, to attack in
some other way. Now that he sees the people are hanging upon the
gracious words of Him Who spake like none other: when he saw how
they wondered and bare Him witness, the great enemy must arise to
his deadly work. He is ever a breaker of bonds, and now sets the
people against Jesus. Their divine and holy Teacher had been asserting some strong truths, unsavoury and unpalatable to those who
could not receive them. He had spoken of a prophet being of no
honour in his own country. He had declared the Sovereignty of God
in sending to whom and by whom He will. "Unto none of them"
(many widows in Israel) "was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of
Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow." He had declared how
although there were many lepers in Israel in the time of Eliseus the
prophet, "none of them was cleansed, saving Naaman the Syrian."
WHAT
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The carnal enmity is aroused: the natural m.an cannot receive the
things of the Spirit of God. They are foolishness unto him, and so his
hearers are pricked in the heart, wounded in their pride, searched and
wnvicted in their own conscience, and now their language as of every
enemy of King Jesus is, "We will not have this man to reign over us."
" And all they in the synagogue, when they heard these things, were
filled with wrath, and rose up, and thrust Him out of the city, and led
Him unto the brow of the hill whereon their city was built, that they
might cast Him down headlong. But He, passing through the midst of
them, went His way."
Oh the majesty and dignity of King Jesus! He knew for what
cause He had come into the world: and He knew He would not leave
it, nntil all was accomplished. He came to do His Father's will, and
He would fulfil it to the uttermost requirement, until He could
say unto His righteous Father, "I have finished the work which Thon
gavest Me to do." He was here, nnder the Divine preservation and
approval, with all power in heaven and earth entrusted to Him. At
{)ne time you will remember how the Jews said to Him, "Thou art
not fifty years old, and hast Thou seen Abraham 1" Then Jesus said
unto them, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, before Abraham was, I
Am." Then they showed their deadly hatred by taking up stones to
cast at him, "but Jesus hid Himself, and went out of the temple,
going through the midst of them, and so passed by." And again we
read how on another occasion, when His heart·searching words offended
.and raised the bitter enmity of the Jews, they "sought again to
take Him: but He escaped out of their hand." I take it that their
~yes were holden and they were restrained, that they could not perform
their enterprise. Jesus in the majesty of His Person, the divine Son
·of God, declared later when His time was come to be delivered up,
" Thou couldst have no power at all except it were given thee from
above." He could pass through the midst of His enemies without
their being able to lift a little finger at Him. "And no man durst lay
hold of Him, because His hour was not yet come." Those heavenly
lips of unsullied truth, by uttering the words" I Am," could cause the
'soldiers who would have taken Him in the garden to go backward and
fall to the ground. He thus displayed His Omnipotent power. No
man could lay hold on Him till His hour had come. And so He,
passing through the midst of His enemies, goes His way and continues
His work and comes "to Capernaum" on one of these occasions;
" beyond Jordan" on another, and going out of the temple on a third
occasion, and through the midst of them, so passed by. Our readers
would find it a profitable study, but impossible to enlarge upon in this
brief paper, to consider what were the immediate circumstances He
dealt with in passing by. In one instance it is very forcibly written,
" And as Jesus passed by, He saw a man which was blind from his
birth," and the divine Healer dealt with him in soul as well as in body.
. Oh, dear reader, how far short we fall in our comprehension of Jesus
and His work of salvation! How great a Person He was in the eyes,
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mind, and heart of His Father, and how great His errand, is, in measure, ,
set forth in the Scriptnres of truth. Fron, all eternity God had devised
this glorious scheme that, when Adam fell, there should be a way cast
up, whereby His banished people should not be eternally expelled from
Him. He Who was Jehovah's willing servant, but God's beloved Son,
willingly offered Himself to do His Father's wilL There.were fonr thousand years spent in preparing the way leading up to that mighty event,
and causing everything to give place to that day when Jesus should
be born in Bethlehmu's manger, and the light to lighten the Gentiles
and the glory of His people Israel should be ushered in. If such was
the grandly great and glorious preparation from "Abraham . . . .
Ullto Christ," forty-two generations, we cannot wonder that at the
assault of puny man, at the enmity of stone throwers, at the connivance
of those who would have sought His life, Jesus, with Ullhurried majesty,
cahu dignity, and divine power, passed through their midst and went,
His way! That was the way appointed Him of His Father; the way
He " cast up" by His own holiness; the way by which He delighted
to do His Father's will, the way by which He would, without the camp;
endnre the suffering, and return to the glory which He had with His
Father before the world was. That was the way in which He silentl e'
suffered and endured such contradiction of sinners against HinlselL
It was the way by which He left those who were His enemies and
resumed His work. He left these, His false accusers, but He never
leaves His own. "Having loved His own which were in the world.
He loved them Ullto the end." He is always the coming and not the
going One to them; and that in spite of how we use Him! Consider
onr guilty departures, the coldness of our love, the feebleness of our
faith, onr weak apprehension and forgetfulness to remem.ber, and our
slowness of heart to believe! But this is not said by Him of us. He
says, " I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee," and that in spite of
all onr dealings and deserts. To you that know and love My Name
shall the Sun of Righteousness arise. To them. that quietly wait and
hope for Me I will not disappoint them.. They shall never be ashamed.
To them that want Me, I will show them how I need them. To them
that knock at mercy's door, I will open. Of them that seek Me, I will
be found, and thus He proves Himself the All·gracious Saviour, the
merciful, compassionate God.
Jesus goes on His way, unhindered by His enemies, unsullied by
their accusations. He prosecutes His pnrpose and makes salvation
mercy known to whom. He wilL That way m.ust at one tinle needs
be through Samaria, where a woman living in open sin is to be met
with at Sychar's well and convinced of the Christ after His heart·
searching conversation. On another occasion a pnblican desires to
see Jesns Who was to " pass that way," and that passing brought the
call to Zaccheus, and salvation to his heart that day. The Royal
Stranger, as He entered Jerusalem, found the multitudes running
before and strewing pahu branches in the way, and crying, "Hosanna
to the Son of David," and the whole city, being moved with the scene,
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'Cried, "Who is this 1" Oh, beloved reader, if.your heart and mine can
answer each for ourselves, This is the King of glory; This is my Lord
and my God; This is my Surety, Substitute, Redeemer, and Saviour;
shall we not better enter into the depths of love that are couched in
the words of our text, "Jesus, passing through the midst of them, went
His way" 1
In conclusion, may the Lord give us grace to be content with all
our way; to accept with nwekness the way His wisdom has mapped
out for us; to seek much grace to follow the meek and lowly One in
His footsteps; and to be satisfied-, above all the questionings of nature
and the peevish rebellings of our wayward, questioning hearts, that
the way He leads us is the right way; the way He is bringing us is
the Royal road to God. May we also realize that we can never know
and shall never comprehend what Christ our Lord suffered for us as
He trod the path appointed Him of His Father, and fulfilled the work
which brought Him to this sin-cursed earth to redeem us unto God!
" A man is immortal till his work is done" is a true saying. And
Jesus spake the tl'Uth to His disciples, "Nothing shall by any means
harm you." So that in sending them forth" as lambs in the midst of
wolves," whatever enemies they met with, they would be Divinely
preserved. Thus His saints are encompassed. Deadly enemies they
meet with; foes without and within beset them, but they are safe.
They have a Divine Shield and Canopy. They will be preserved.
Jesus is the Keeper of His saints, and none can fall from nor be plucked
. out of His hand. He has conquered in Himself for them their every
and last foe, and He will present them at last faultless before His
FatheI"s throne with the verification of His words, "Of them whom
Thou hast given Me, I have lost none." The enemy will no longer
Tejoice a.gainst them, as he sees them, to his eveTlasting shame and
confusion, n,ade " more than conquerors through Him that hath loved
them. ~,
R.
A BIBLE, fOTmeTly belonging to John Newton, the friend of the poet
CowpeT, and himself the author of many hymns, has been presented by
Mr. William Keynes, of FTome, to the Church of St. Mary Woolnoth, in
Lombard-street, of which Newton was the Tector. It contains many
notes and verses in his hand,vl'iting.-Daily Telegraph, MaTCh 8, 1920.
:HOREOVER the eagles do not build their nests in low situations, but
in clefts of the rocks in high and strong places (see Job xxxix. 27-30).
So likewise believers build on high in the cleft of the Rock, or, in other
words, they are divinely taught to build all theiT dependence, hopes,
and e)qlectations on Christ Jesus the Lord-Testing the whole of
their salvation on His complete atonement and everlasting righteousness; and here they are enabled to build their nests, and here they
find security, rest, and peace; fOT" He is the Rock, His wOTk is
perfect; fOT all His ways are judgment; a God of tmth and without
iniquity, just ltnd right is He" (Deut. x>:xii. 4).-Jolm K e y t . ;
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EXCEEDING ABUNDANT GRACE.
A

SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES OR1nSToN, AT
ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

" And I thank Christ Jesus ou,. Lord, Who hath enabled me, for that
He counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry; who was
be/ore a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained
mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. And the grace of
our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love which is in
Ch,.ist Jesus."-1 TIMOTHY i. 12-14.
So that, dear friends, we substantially return this evening to a
consideration of the way the Lord dealt with Saul of Tarsus in bringing
him out of darkness into marvellous light; and we have here his own
words, inspired indeed by the Holy Ghost, imperishable words, not
the mere words of saved Saul but the words of God aTticulated by
Paul the apostle, or, if you so say, penned by him; but the record is
true, it has passed out of God's own hand, it bears the Divine seal,
and we shall accept the testimony of the saved sinner to-night-saved by grace, who acconnted himself the chief of sinners. I snppose
it is the case with all or at any rate with most of the Lord's saved
people, that they come to account themselves" chief sinners." Each
heart knows its own bitterness, each saved sinner looks back upon a
black past secret to himself and to his God, and as grace advances
him and he grows in an understanding of the nature of sin, the
malignity of sin, and the corruption of sin, and what it has cost to
blot out sin, he learns to loathe' himself increasingly as the chief of
sinners, saved by great grace. "Sinners---of whom I am chief"not was chief, when I was yet dead in trespasses and sins, but now
I am a believer, as I knew not myself aforetime, I am of sinners
the chief. 'Just in proportion as practical holiness increases in a
grace-saved sinner does that sinner learn to hate sin, and especially
to hate sin in himself. Sin to him everywhere is offensh-e when he
is in his right mind, and when he judges sin and sinners in the light of
God's Word, but, I Tepeat, no sinner equals himself in sinfulness in
his own judgment. This is as it should be. It was so in the case of
Saul of Tarsus, the apostle Paul, and he gives us here by inspiration
a correct sketch of the Lord's ways with him, and of his own former
condition. And notice our text begins with the keynote of praise,
" I thank Christ Jesus our Lord." That is a very important beginning,
and it becomes all grace-saved sinners to begin their worship with
praise and thankfulness to Him Who loved them and gave Himself
for them. It will give tone and temper to all their worship, whether
it takes the form of petition or confession; it will give tone and
character to all their approaches to God, the God of all grace. Begin
with thankfnlness-" I thank Christ Jesus our Lord "-the grace.'of
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thankfulness, remember it is a grace, and it is a very precious grace
also, in the sight of the Divine Giver. May we seek more of it, may
we be much more given to waiting upon the God of all grace for this
grace of gratitude; "Whoso offereth praise glorifieth l\le." Do we
not desire to glorify Him, fellow-believers 1 Is it not the object of
our daily walk and conversation to show forth the praises of Him
Who called us out of darkness into His most marvellous light 1
"I thank Christ Jesus our Lord." The order of the titles is interesting. I thank Christ-the Anointed Jesus. "Him hath God
exalted with His right hand, a Prince and a Saviour, for t{) give
repentance unto Israel, and forgiveness of sins "-Christ Jesus. And
thell he comes to own Him his Lord and theirs-<>r rather TimothY's" our Lord." This means fellowship heart with heart, and fello,~ship
together with the Lord. This is often the way of the Spirit with the
Lord's people, to bring them together, and they hold spiritual
communion one with another, and their hearts glow, and then those
hearts are lifted up in united praise and are found in happy fellowship
with their glorified Lord and Head. "I thank Christ Jesus our Lord" ;
we ought to learn to love this title increasingly and know Him and
confess Him as "our ILord" under all conditions; not only when
tilings go smoothly WIth us and, as we say, prosperously, but also
when they go adversely; when all thiugs seem to be against us to
own Him Lord, to crown Him Lord of all, Lord of the crooked things
as well as the straight, the Lord of the bitter cup al>.. well as of the cup
of sweetness-" aur Lord."
And then we next notice what praise and what honour a saved
sinner here gives to Christ Jesus his Lord as to any power in service
-any power at all, for he says, " Wl!o l!atl! eruLbled me"; he does not
say to do this or that; he means that all ability he possesses comes
of Christ Jesus his Lord-" Nothing in my hand I bring," and as we
sang-was it not this morning?" We are weak, but Thou art mighty;
Hold us with Thy powerful hand."
How true! "Who hath enabled me." Here again is a profitable
lesson for US who know our weakness-bruised reeds, smoking flaxthat we have to do with the Mighty One; faith has to do with Him10ith Him, and to Him all power and all authority belong in heaven
and earth and under the earth; all circumstances and events are
lmder His Sovereign sceptre and control-" all are Thy servants."
" Who hath enabled me," hath given me ability to follow Him humbly,
patiently, lovingly, and expectantly; hath enabled me to confess
His Name before men; enabled me to set forth His power to save,
to convert. Others under that ministry, God-enabled ministry, have
been brought to that happy l.-nowledge of salvation in Him, all giyen
as the result of the grace of God in the saved sinner. The Lord the
Spirit plants, if I may so say, the living seed in the case of the gracesaved sinner. He fixes the root always, and it always springs up,
and it always brings forth a measure of fruit, some thirty, some sixty,
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some a hundredfold, but never fruitless. The work of the Holy
Spirit is never a failure; it is not at all times equally evident; times
and seasons, under God, affect it. The believer in the condition of
his heart is as a soil illldergoing the influences of the several seasons,
the four seasons of the year, and God's believing people have their
spring time, their summer time, their autumn time, and likewise
their winter times, and the work of the Spirit is not at all times equally
evident; it is, I repeat, influenced continually, influenced by circumstances, but it lives through the hardest winter experiences. It
never, never dies, because it is the work of the Holy Ghost, it is the
spiritual life in Christ Jesus, " Who hath enabled me."
And then we proceed to notice a further declaration of this gracesaved sinner's soul. He says, " FO'T toot He counted me faithful." That
is my word, that word "counted----Qr reckoned-me faithful." This
was not when he was in his sins, this was when he was called by grace.
Now the grace that called him made him a believer or a faithful man,
made a believer of him. It took the work of the Holy Ghost to make
Saul of Tarsus a believer, but when he was so made he was reckoned
by his Lord a faithful man, and the Lord said, I have all along intended
thee for the ministry, for this cause have I met thee, dealt with thee
as I have, to make thee a minister and a witness, to make thee My
servant to preach the Gospel of My grace, not to the Jew only but
also and chiefly to the Gentiles, My apostle to the Gentiles, My apostle
of the uncircumcision. Yes, so the Lord does with all believers
whatever the measure of their faith. That is a blessed truth. This
fact is full of encouragement for humble-hearted, weak believersthey are counted faithful. God says, That is my believing child, a
very child, a very needy child, one who often stumbles and strays,
but still My child, My dear child. He counts such an one faithful
according to the measure of the grace of faith He is pleased to deal
out. "As God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith,"-there
are measures of faith. I repeat, however small the measure of Godbegotten faith in the heart, the Lord's eye is on that precious gift,
He delights in its exercise, He accounts such faithful.
" And so He put me in the ministry; having made me a believer
He has put me in trust with His Gospel." What a deposit is this !
Under heaven there is nothing more -precious in His sight excepting
His people, than the Gospel of His grace which is the power of God
unto salvation to every one that believeth. I was mentioning a
little while since that I look upon the Gospel as the· masterpiece of
God's mind, and this morning we were reminded that the Gospel is
the great ex-pression of God's own thoughts. There is nothing of
man in it from first to last, as the apostle said-and his words are
recorded in the first of Galatians-" the Gospel which was preached
of me is not after man. For I neither received it of man, neither
,vas I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ." Nothing of
man in the Gospel-that is why, I think----Qne reason why-the Gospel
always accomplishes God's purpose, because it is Divine; Divine in

\

J

,

•

The Gospel Magazine

207

its ongm, Divine in its constitution, Divine.in its excellency; as
it is preached. it is "the power of God unto salvation "-when
preached in the Holy Ghost-" to everyone that believeth." Remember-" the power 0/ God." What is the power of God except it be
omnipotence? Now if the preaching of the Gospel in the Holy Ghost
be the power of God, then you see the Gospel is an omnipotent instrument in God's own hands to effect God's own plans.
" For that He counted me a believer-counted me faithful, puUing
me into the ministry." The Lord appoints His own ministers; men
may appoint them as officers in an earthly church-a church in the
earth, but it takes the great Head of the Church to appoint to the
spiritual Church, the invisible Church, those who are capable-because
!God-enabled-to feed "the flock of slaughter" in green pastures
and to lead them beside still waters. And so Saul-Paul-acknowledges his call and his ministry as being wholly of the Lord. It was,
and so is the call, and so too is the ministry, of every one whom the
Lord ordains to be teachers of others Ullto edification.
(To be continued.)

WON'T YOU TRY IT?
people have had these words addressed to them. They
constitute a well-understood form of enquiry.
A person enters a shop. He or she sees some article upon the
counter, and curiosity being aroused concerning it, the person asks
some question of the tradesman, and having replied thereto the
tradesman frequently adds, "Won't you try it?" He is anxious to
increase the sale of his goods, and if he is honest and conscientiously
believes in the merit of the article, he knows that the best method to
commend its sale is to persuade his customer to give it a trial.
It is a common saying amongst men, "The proof of the pudding
is in the eating." This is tme. Those who have tried and tested
any production are the .people to speak of its virtues.
An old man,. who works as gardener for the writer, recently said to
him, pointing to all old "bill-hook": "I bought that twenty-five
years ago .and gave half-a-crown for it, and I wouldn't take that
money for it now nor exchange it for any other." Why should the
old man speak thus of his chopper or hatchet? Because he had tried
it and proved it, and knew what it could be made to do. Experience
had taught him that the tool was a good one. It was made of firstclass metal and would take and retain a sharp edge.
Now it is delightful to turn from earthly things to consider spiritual
realities, upon which our earthly experience can throw some light.
For instance, when we read in the Psalms, "0 taste and see that the
Lord is good: blessed is the man that tmsteth in Him" (Ps. xxxiv. 8).
We have no difficulty in understanding what the inspired writer had
in his mind. He had tried and proved that the Lord is gracious and
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long·suffering and willing to be found by all who truly seek Him. He
says, "I sought the Lord and He heard me, and delivered me from
all my fears." In other words, he gives it as his experience and
testimony that when he was very anxious about his soul, he prayed to
God- and pleaded His promises and invitations-he approached God
in the only way that God can meet man; he came to God in the name
of the Messiah--{lur Lord Jesus Christ-and he adds, the Lord heard
me, and made known to me that He had received me for the
Redeemer's sake, and this took away all my fears. I knew then
that I was delivered from destruction, from going down to the pit,
for God showed me He had found a Ransom (Job x=iii. 24). When
I, by faith, "looked unto Him" Who says, "Look unto Me and be
ye saved" (Isa. xlv. 22), theu I knew I was saved, and oh, "I waR
lightened." My burden was gone. It was taken from me, and" God,
Who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, shined in my
heart, and gave me the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in
the face of Jesus Christ" (2 Cor. iv. 6).
This, in New Testament language, is what the Psalmist asserts, and
so confident was he of the reality and truth of his experience, that
he pleads with all who hear or read his words to "taste and see tha t
the Lord is good," his argument being, "If the Lord heard this
poor man when he cried and saved him, well then, I am sure He is
willing to save any others who truly seek Him."
The writer of the letter to the Hebrews uses the same figure; he
refers to those who" have tasted the good word of God " (Heb. vi.' 5),
which expression again agrees with the experience of the Psalmist,
who exclaimed, "How sweet are Thy words unto my taste, yea,
sweeter than honey to my mouth" (Ps. cxix. 103).
Peter, too, was led hy the Holy Spirit of God to realize the strength
of this simile. He wrote (1 Pet. ii. 2,3), If ye have desired the sincere
(or pure) milk of the Word that ye may grow thereby, it is because ye
have tasted that the Lord is gracious.
Since we cannot actually eat the Word of God with our natural
mouths, it may be asked. "What is meant by tasting?" In reply,
we need to remember that man has a soul as well as a body. Moses
was directed to tell the children of Israel "that man doth not li,-e
by bread only (this can but satisfy his natural body), but by every
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the Lord doth man live"
(the Word of the Lord appeals to man's soul) (Dent. viii. 3). This
Word of the Lord, which is so sweet to believers, is so because it has
spoken to their souls. It has satisfied the craving or thirsting of the
soul, by setting before it the Lord Jesus Christ as the oue thing needfuL
There must be a setting forth of the Lord Jesus before He can be
believed in and rested on. "Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing
by the Word of God" (Rom. x. 17), to those who "believe the
Lord Jesus is precious" (1 Pet. ii. 7). Awakened reader, "Believe
on the Lord Jesus, and thou shalt be saved" (Acts xvi. 31). This is
to" ta,te and see that, the Lord is gracious."
P. 1. B..
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SOME FUNDAMENTAL TRUTHS.
IV. THE INSPIRATION OF THE SCRIPTURES.
IN the previous articles of this series on "Fundamental Truths," we
have very briefly considered what is known and believed among
Christians, concerning Jehovah, Three·in·One, the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit. We derive this knowledge solely from God's
own revelation of Himself in the living and the written Word. We
should know but little of Him apart from this revelation. "That
which may be known of God," from created things, is, the Apostle
Paul tells us, "His eternal power and Godhead" (Rom. i. 19, 20).
But such attributes as His holiness, justice, mercy, grace, and love
are learned from the Word-the Holy Scriptures-when He who
" commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the
face of Jesus Christ" (2 Cor. iv. 6). For the Scriptures delineate Him,
" Who is the image of the invisible God," and hath made God known
to us. "No man hath seen God at any time: the only begotten Son,
which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him," that is,
hath manifested or revealed Him, and His " grace and truth " (John
i. 18); and it is only as we, by grace, contemplate Him in His
Person, and words, and mediatorial work, that we come to know God:
for, as our Lord said, "This is life eternal, that they might know Thee
the only true God, and Jesus Christ, Whom Thou hast sent" (John
xvii. 3). "He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father," are also His
words (John xiv. 9), whilst those of His Apostle are, "We know that
the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we
may know Him that is true; and we are in Him that is true, even in
His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life " (1 John
v. 20).

To be the means of imparting this knowledge to us, the Holy Scrip·
tures must be infallible-the truth-the word, and words of God, and
this they claim to be.
1. In the four Gospels, which contain the life history of our Lord,
we find that not only did He claim Deity, but also as the Divine
"WORD" (John i. 1, 2), claimed that the words which He spake, as
the One sent of the Father, were the words of God. "He that rejecteth
Me," He said, "and receivet,h not My words, hath One that judgeth
him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the
last day. For I have not spoken of (lit., out of-R.V. "from ")
Myself; but the Father which sent Me, He gave me a commandment,
what I should say, and what I should speak." (John xii. 48, 49; see
also John vii. 16, and viii. 28, 47).
At the beginning of His ministry, the Lord Jesus met the temptations of the Devil with" IT IS WRITTEN," and the Scriptures which
He uttered were powerful and all-availing to silence the Evil One.
He affirmed the infallibility of the Holy Scriptures, when He said
to the Jews: "The ScriphlIe cannot be broken" (Jolm x. 3-5); and
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to His disciples, "I say unto you, that this that is written MUST yet
be accomplished in Me, And He was reckoned among the transgressors ;
for the things concerning ~'le have an end" (Luke xxii. 37).
.
And this, not only before His death, but also after His resurrection,
e.g., Luke xxiv. 44, "These are the words which I spake unto you,
while I was yet with you, that all things MUST be fulfilled, which were
written in the law of lI10ses, and in the Prophets, and in the Psalms,
conceming Me."
2. Before the Lord's crucifixion and death, He said to His disciples,
" Bnt the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will
send in My name, He shall teach you all things, and bring all things
to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said llilto you" (John xiv.
26), and again, "Howbeit when He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He will
guide you into all truth" (John xvi. 13). This promise was fulfilled,
and the Apostles testified that the Scriptures of the New Testament,
as well as those of the Old, are the Word of God, the truth. "All
Scripture," writes the Apostle Paul, in his Second Epistle to Timothy,
"is given by inspiration of (}{'d." "All Scripture," that is, both the
Old and New Testaments (and the Canon of Scripture was then all but
complete), the sacred writings, or "Holy Scriptures," which he refers
to in the preceding verse (2 Tim. ill. 15), as well as others. This seems
evident from the emphasis which the Apostle lays upon the fact thfit
this God·breathed Scripture is all-sufficient-" profitable for teaching,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction which is in righteousne&~ ;
that the man of (}{'d may be complete, furnished completely unto
every good work" (R.V.).
The Apostle Peter also, after the Lord's ascension into heaven, when
the disciples were assembled together, waiting for" the promise of the
Father," the baptism with the Holy Spirit, declared: "Men and
brethren, this scripture must needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy
Ghost by the mouth of David spake before concerning Judas" (Acts i. 16).
The subsequent conduct of the disciples showed that they all concurred
that the words afterwards quoted from the Psalms (v. 20), though
spoken by David's mouth, were, nevertheless, the words of the Holy
Spirit. And in his Second Epistle the same Apostle affirms: "No
prophecy,"-i.e., that which was spoken from God, under His divine
influence upon His servants-" No prophecy ever came by the will of
man: but m.en spake from God, being moved by the Hol~- Ghost"
(2 Pet. i. 21, R.V.).
3. The prophets of the Old Testament thelll8elves, speak with no
uncertain voice as to their message being the Word and words of God,
as such utterances as, " Thus saith the Lord"; "The Lord spake " ;
" The Lord said," etc., abundantly prove. And their claim is upheld
in the New Testament (Heb. i. 1) : "God, Who at slUldry times and in
divers manners, spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets."
Numerous prophecies of the Scriptures have been literally fulfilled.
" Let us consider only one great subject of prediction, the history of
the Lord Jesus Christ. The whole life of the Saviour, hom His birth
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to' His ascension and His sending forth the Spirit, maybe narrated in
the words of. Moses and the prophets. Without referring to the four
Evangelists, the whole history of Christ in its great outlines, as well.
as its minute pal'ticulars, has been foretold by the Spirit through the
Scripture." So writes the late Rev. Adolph Saphir in his precious
little book, Christ and the Swiptures, and in succeeding pages he proves
his point.
The prophet Daniel was inspired to predict the exact number of
years from his own time until Christ, and his prediction was fulfilled.
Others of his predictions are being fulfilled in our own day, in the
opinion of many deep students. of the Word of God.
The past history of the Jews since the time of Christ, their present
condition, and, judging by the signs of the times, their prospects in
the near future, all demonstrate the unerring character of the prophecies
of Holy Writ.
In spite of what has been, and very much more that might have
been advanced, we know that the world will reject the claims of the
Bible, but the Lord's people have sure internal evidence that it is
"the Word of God," for it "effectually worketh " in them (1 Thess.
i. 13).
By that" incorruptible seed," "the Word of God which liveth and
abideth for ever," they were "born again" (1 Pet. i. 23). It still
speaks to them, and is "living and powerful" (Heb. iv. 12). The
Bible is like no other book. It can be read and re-read continually,
but never grows old or out-of-date. By God's blessing it gives perennial instruction and comfort, warning or reproof, as needed by His
people. Its doctrines have proved food for their souls. Its promises
have been pleaded, and fulfilled in their personal experience. They
have found it to be "a lamp unto their feet, and a light unto their
path" (Psa. cxix. 105) throughout their earthly lives. And this has
been proved by succeeding generations, an untold number of the
Lord's people, throughout the centuries, who have set their seal to
the words of the Psalmist (Psa. cxLX. 160): "Thy word is true from
the beginning," or as it is translated in the R.V.,
"THE SUM OF THY WORD IS TRUTH."
R. J. NOYEs.
Marshall (Sask.), Canada.
THE

ANCIENT

AND

EVERLASTING GOING FORTH, OF
JEHOVAH.
" Whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting."-MrcAH v. 2.
THESE goings forth of Jehovah, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, were
the counsels of His Will in the eternal salvation of all His elect people.
They had respect unto them in all their guilt and ruin, misery and
helplessness, by their transgression in and through their first father
Adam, and they had respect tmto them that they should experience
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the love, mercy, and grace of a Triune Covenant Jehovah in their complete redemption and recovery by Jesus the -last Adam, Who is made
tmto each and all of them a quickening spirit. Such a going forth is
that in Job-" Deliver him from going down to the pit: I have found
a ransom."
. These ancient goings forth had respect unto and took into account
all the things which were written in the volume of the book concerning
the incarnation and the birth-place on earth of Jehovah the Son. They
had respect unto the Father's Covenant with Him and with those He
had given to Him in His eternal electing love, and are doubtless included in Christ's own words, "The things concerning Me have an
end." Yet, certain it is, that of the things of His everlasting kingdom
and the government and dominion thereof, there shall be no end; for,
" Thy throne, 0 God, is for ever and ever."
His birthplace, Bethlehem Ephratah, His suretyship obedience, and
His sin-atoning death, had a being in the mind and will of God in a
past eternity, and Christ's words of the fortieth Psalm discovers His
ardent desire to assume our nature into an indissoluble union with His
Divine Person: "Lo, I come; I delight to do Thy will, 0 God; " "By
the which will," saith St. Paul, " we are sanctified through the offering
of the body of Jesus Christ once for all." So His goings forth in salvation's plan and in the accomplishment thereof were for a salvation
which shall be for ever, and for a righteousness that shall not be
abolished.
He left a world of light to come into a world of darkness and the
shadow of death-" I came forth," said He, "from the Father, and
am come into the world: again, I leave the world, and go to the
Father."
The chief priests and scribes of the people who were demanded of
Herod where Christ should be born (i.e., where the Ancient of days
should become the infant of days) in their answer left out these most
precious words-" whose goings forth have been from of old: from
everlasting," which is a thing peculiar to such characters unto this day.
Carnal men, destitute of the Spirit of revelation and of an experimental
knowledge of Jesus, can go no further in the letter of the Scripture, for
eyes which see not cannot perceive the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord, nor the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ; which
was kept secret from the foundation of the world, the hidden mystery,
or hidden wisdom ordained for our glory. So, in meditating on that
part of the one hundred and tenth psalm-" He shall fill the places
with the dead bodies" (v. 6) might there not be something beneath the
letter, something more than finding a grave on earth for those slain in
battle, or by the stroke of death brought again into their original dust 1
To use an expression of Calvin's, might not this be "too frigid"'1
Whereas"His thoughts of peace to Israel's race
Which, from everlasting flowed "

considered the blessed dead, that die in the Lord, as Christ's "dead
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men." "Thy dead men shall live, together with My dead body shall
they arise." They were again to be raised up, and, as glorified, to fill
the places once occupied by the reprobate, rebel, fallen angels, who
kept not their first estate, but left it, even realms of light, for the everlasting darkness of the pit of hell. In a marvellous contrast to this,
God's own elect, as vessels of mercy, foreordained in Christ to ultimate
and eternal glory, were to arise from their dusty beds in the likeness
of Christ's resurrection body, and possess these places, as saith the
prophet, "I will give thee places to walk among these that'stand by "
(Zech. iii. 7).
His counsels of old are faithfulness and truth. His coullsels are
faithfulness to Christ, that in His great salvation He should see of the
travail of His soul and should be satisfied, which all Arminianism,
pretend to what it may, denies. His counsels of old are also trnth, in
that all that the Father had given to Christ should by the freeness and
efficacy of His own grace come to Him, by the perfect gifts of faith
and repentance, and that so coming they should not be cast out, but
should be raised up again to a blessed and immortal life at the last
day. Thus God performs the truth to His own worm Jacob (Rom.
i..". 13), and the mercy to Abraham which were sworn from the days
of old, even in an eternity past. The truth to His Jacob in these goings forth was "Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love;" and
the mercy to Abraham-not the wished-for answer to his prayer-" 0
that Ishmael, the son of the bondwoman, might live before Thee"was this, "This shall not be thine heir, but he that shall come forth
out of thine own bowels shall be thine heir." Hence the given ones
are called heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ.
In times of great temptations from the world, the flesh, and the
devil, God's bowels are moved for them, yea, for Zion in her conflicts:
" Every bowel of her God
With soft compassion rolls."
He is troubled for His Ephraim, and will surely have mercy on him.
God's elect in Christ Jesus were given a standing in Christ Jesus
altogether of grace, that in all His goings forth to them in the gift of
His Son, in the Son's love to them, manifested by His obedience and
blood, and in the Holy Ghost's quickening, upholding, and preserving
to the end of their wilderness journey, it might be manifested that they
are a people saved by grace through faith, and that faith not of themselves, but the gift of God. Christ was verily fore-ordained before
the foundation of the world for them.
" And grace was given to us in Christ

Before the world began."
Oh, then, to realize more and more this precious grace, whereby Christ
" gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this present
evil world, according to the will of God and our Father."
Birkenhead.

G. A.

214

The Gospel Magazine
"A PLAOE BY ME."
EXODUS xxxiii. 2l.

the Lord spake to Moses, the representative of the Law, when
the ovel-powering presence of His glory was to pass before him. Too
much for mortal vision, yet not withdrawing Himself from him, He
assured him of a place by Him. There is a very tender pathos about
this incident. He would display His glory, yet He would not suffer
His servant to be dazzled and mortally injured with the super-radiant
brightness. So He poin~d him to "a place" by (or beside) Me, "and
thou shalt stand upon a rock." A sure foundation, hard, impregnable
rock. "Thou shalt stand," not crouch or cling or bend, but stand.
What a picture of the believer, in a place by Him, standing upon a
rock, the Rock Christ Jesus! What a picture of the Law and the
G9spel meeting, the Law standing upon the firm rock of Christ's fulfilled
righteousness! "Righteousness and peace have kissed each other."
It is safe standing there, for it is a place by the Almighty. The glorious,
the loving, the beloved Son, in Whom He is well pleased, was in His
mind and in His heart. Furthermore, He said, "Wben i\'ly glory
passeth by, I will put thee in a clift of the rock." This is still greater
protection. Standing upon a rock implies risk of being blown away
or shot down. It is an exposed position. But the mindful care of the
Lord will ward off all possibility of danger, and He will put His dear
child into a clift of the rock where no storm can reach him or wrath of
man illjure.
"I will put thee in a clift of the rock." Study this sentence, dear
reader, word by word, and may the Holy Spirit enable us t{) see its
marvellously loving grace. "I" thine everlasting God. Note that
the word" Lord" which it represents is printed in capitals, therefore
means J ehovah, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, all engaged in thy behalf.
Think of all that the word" I " expresses. Such a long, long catalogue
of goodness and tenderness, and mercy, and forethought, a,nd continual
blessing, and salvation, abundance of peace, and never-failing love.
The next word "will" emphasizes His gracious purpose, His
sovereign determination to save. "I will" is strong comfort, strong
safety, strong assurance of Almighty power, dominating action.
"Put." He Himself places thee. It is not thine own will or thine
own effOl't; not thine own discovery or thine own walking. "I will
'flUt." It seems to convey the precious truth in another sweet Scripture, " He carried them all ,the days of old." It conveys the idea also
of being lifted up and placed, "I will put."
Let us pass to the next word, "thee." So sweet it is, so personal,
so altogether precious. He Who marks the sparrow's fall, and He
Who created all things by the word of His power, will put thee. He
addresses thee.
The next word, "in," is lull of profound depth and sanctified meaning. "In Ohrist Jesus," "found in Him." "Ohrist in you the hope
of glory." "Perfect in Ohrist Jesus."
THUS
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" A clift." Now.a clift indicates a fissure, an opening, as when a
rock is riven, rent, or burst asunder. l\Iemory reverts to Toplady's
well-known, greatly blest, and immortal hymn,
"Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee."

" Put in a clilt." Not ,any clift, not an earth cave or hollow, but
"in a clift," a prepared chosen clift, even the sacred Body of the
Redeemer. For it is " a clift of the rock." Here a special and particular rock is very forcibly pointed out, "That rock was Christ."
Do notice what follows. You will remember. that the glory of the
Lord was to pass before Moses, whilst he was in the safe shelter, put
in the clift of the rock. The Lord had yet further tender consideration
for His beloved servant. He remembered the sensitive eyes that even
shielded in a clift of the rock could not behold and survive. So He
added, " and will cover thee with My hand while I pass by." Covered
with His hand! What blessed, careful, sweet covering! Just as you
see a gentle mother or kind nurse place a covering, if her hand is not
at liberty, over the little baby's face, when exposed to a glaring suu,
to protect its feeble sight, and to give it comfort, 60 He will cover thee
with His hand. We think of the beautiful words in Deut. xxxiii. 12,
"The beloved of the Lord shall dwell in safety by Him: and the
Lord shall cover him all the day long." Ab! what protective power
iu the 'covering hand of Jehovah. "The Lord shall cover him all the
d~y long."
The hand and the heart of the Lord are constantly
exercised on behalf of His dear people, " all the day long," continually_
He covers outwardly and inwardly, covered in the day of battle,
" covered all thy sin." "He shall {)Over thee with His feathers."
The Lord furthermore tells Moses that he will be covered "while
:1\Iy glory 'passeth by." The sight will not always be obscured. So
with His dear children. " He will not keep them in darkness. When
He sees it is quite safe, then, " I will take awa.y Mine hand and thou
shalt see." Even then, He gives partial view. "Thou shalt see My
back." As we muse upon this and listen for His teaching, does He
not give a consoling view in this back view? Does not the heart
turn with almost tearful rapture to Isaiah =viii. 17, and read
in Hezekiah's song of thanksgiving, "Thou hast cast all my sins
behind Thy back." So when the Lord covers the sight, He knows
His dear child cannot bear the sight of His own unveiled holiness
and glory, for his own unworthiness is strikingly revealed to him
in all its horror. He cannot stand before Him Whose pure eyes
cannot behold iniquity. And so lest "the Spirit should fail before
Me and the souls which I have made," He' covers the trembling
one with His hand until the overwhelming view has passed; then He
removes His hand from the face, and the beholder sees his sins borne
away: "All my sins behind Thy back." "Put in a clift of the rock,"
covered from appalling fear, he at length beholds all his sins carried
away. The Lord is determined not to see them. They are behind
rs
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His back. He sees only His beloved Son, and thou, Christ-loved
reader, art. in Him.
Then, later on, His chosen servant David was enabled to affirm and
to sing, Psa. xli. 12, "Thou . . . . settest me before Thy face for
ever." And St. Paul declares, "God . . . . hath shined in our hearts,
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of
Jesus Christ." His pierced hand covered thy sins, 0 child of God,
and now thou wilt "behold His face in righteousness." Watching,
praying always, thou wilt be " accounted worthy . . . to stand before
the Son of man."
What then 1 " They shall see His face," and thus our song shall be,
"I have. seen the Face of Jesus,
All my sonl is satisfied."
And " He shall see of the travail of His soul and shall be satisfied."
NETTlE.
SANCTIFICATION.
THE SUBSTANCE OF AN ADDREsS BY JOHN E. HAZELTON ON MAY 8TH,
1919, GIVEN IN LoNDON AT THE SOVEREIGN GRACE
UNION CONFERENCE.
THE blessed truth of Sanctification is practical, heart-searching,
confirming, and in these days of deepening darkness the people of God
need to say, "We believe and are sure." Mr. Philpot says that God
has lodged His truth in three sacred depositories--in the Person of His
dear Son, who is Truth itself; in the pages of His Holy Word, and in
the hearts of His believing people, whom He sanctifies by His truthand bearing this in mind we would consider for a short time the important suhject allotted to us, remembering also Joseph Hart's verse :Now what in Holy Writ He says,
In· part or thro' the whole,
The self·same truths, by various ways,
He teaches to the soul."
Sanctification is a New Covenant blessing, and the word means
separation or setting apart for holy uses. Aaron and his .sons, the
tabernacle, the altar, and the vessels of the sanctuary were thus sanctified, and the Church was sanctified in Christ when she was chosen in
Him. Each Person in the Holy Trinity has a part in sanctification;
the moving cause is the will'of thEl Father- By the which will we are
sanctified"; we are also " sanctified through the offering of the body
of Jesus Christ once for all," and we are sanctified" by the Spirit of
our God "-by His work upon the hearts of His people.
It is related of the late Dr. Duncan, of Edinburgh, that upon .being
told of a sermon upon" This is the will of God, even your sanctification,"
that master in Israel said, "Did he begin with regeneration 1 ".. a
vital question -in relation to our subject, for sanctification ·is not the
progressive improvement of our old Adam nature, but the implantation,
U

U
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nurture, and growth of incorruptible seed-the new na e. This
gives the capacity for the kingdom of God; the blood and righteousness of Christ give the title to it. Without the one we cannot see the
Lord; without the other He will not see us. "Of Him are ye in
Christ Jesus; who of God is made unto us wisdom and righteousness,
.and sanctification and redemption."
Here is completeness and
""cceptance.
"In uniqD with the Lamb,
From pOlldemnation free,
The saints from everlasting were,

And shall for ever. be."
But whilst sanctification is by the eternal purpose of the Father and
by union with Christ, holiness is communicated to the soul by the
Spirit, who thus graciously works in accordance with electing love
and eternal redemption. Because God is holy, He requires that His
people should be holy too, and this not by transmuting flesh into .spirit
or furbishing the old nature, but by the impartation of a new nature.
A new heart and a new spirit are given, and 'to the law-condemned
sinner, with the verdict of his conscience also against him, the spirit
·of grace and snpplication is given and Christ Jesus is manifested to
the soul, the Word of Truth being made light, life, and power. "He
shall take of Mine and shall show it unto you," and "By one
·offering He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified."
To all justified by the blood' and righteousness of Christ a new and
holy spiritual capacity is given, without which there can be no
.acquaintance with God-no communion with Him, no walking in His
ways, no growth in grace, and no saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus
-Christ. The Holy Ghost uses the word He inspired, and thus our Lord
said, "My words abide in you."
Thus there is a finished and abiding sanctification attaching to the
Lord's people through Christ, whereby they stand before God purged
from every stain and accounted holy in Him Who is their Head. But
·'lur prayer is that here we may glorify God, and yet in us what indwelling sin, what ignorance, what proneness to wander, what lack of
witness in these" perilous times," what selfishness in service! May
the Spirit of God guide, warm, and melt our hearts by the light of God's
revealed Truth, so that we may by practical separation from the world,
religious and secular, bear witness against it, because of "Him who
hath saved ps and called us with an holy calling." Do we seek practic.ally to own and to connect ourselves with the Truth, giving our energies
to its service, abiding in it 1 Do we seek to be faithful in our own
individual sphere as sinners saved by sovereign and distinguishing
grace 1 It must be in the power of the Holy Spirit, Lord, Life-giver,
Sanctifier, for" very
E·
.
VIrtue we possess,
And -every ,victory

WOll,

And every thought of holiness
, Are His alone.'"
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A SlIfALL THING.

" A small thing that a righteaus man hath is better than great 1··iches of
the ungodly."-PsAMI xx>.:vii. 16 (P.B.V.)

FOR instance, Legh Richmond's short account of "Jane, the Young
Cottager," is better than the imposing statistical report of an American
or a Welsh revival. Peter's small company of praying friends would
have seemed despicable in the eyes of Herod, but before the end of the
chapter (Acts xii.) it was manifestly better than the great applauding
crowd which greeted the persecutor. We could find many instances in
the Bible which illustrate that a slllall thing-where the Lord is-has
a potency and glory which are entirely lacking in the things which,
however showy, are only "of the earth, earthy." Gideon's small
token was a good thing, though he was half afraid and ashamed of
asking for and receiving it. Some of us feel the same-diffident about
taking the cOlllfort which our small tokens suggest-and are afraid to
press the matter at the throne of grace. Our faith perhaps lacks the
silllplicity of Gideon's. A gracious man was detailing one day how
the calendar text of the morning had cheered him, and one of his friends
warned hilll that he "must get past that." "Get past" the immediate comfort of the verse, no doubt he soon would; it would be
exhausted in new needs, but the next occasion would find him glad
again in the consolation wherewith God condescended in His love and
in His pity to help and encourage him. "He," said Elihu, "maketh
small the drops of rain "-the drizzle which penetrates, softens, and
fructifies, while it makes the scene look so cheerless. We should think
of this when our day's calling seems dull and sunless and full of damping
conditions. It is God Who knows the nUl1lber of the raindrops, as He
does of the sand and of the stars; and it is because of the greatness of
His might that" not one faileth." David was never tired of praising
the goodness and greatness of God, and when, after Nathan's visit, he
" went in and sat before the Lord," he had such a sense of His ama.zing
performances and promises that he saw his own bringing up from the.
sheepfold to the throne, as a servant and a beloved son, to be a thing
small in comparison with what was yet to be done for him. "Who am
I, 0 Lord God? and what is my house, that Thou hast brought me
hitherto? And this was yet a small thing in Thy sight, 0 Lord God ;
bnt Thou hast spoken of Thy servant's house for a great while to
come." Jehoshaphat, Hezekiah, Josiah, his own descendants, would
occupy his throne, and beyond them all he saw David's Son and
David's Lord. He saw the day of Christ. And in due tillle Christ
came-in the weakness of the flesh-and was laid in a manger. But
the Father had said to Him ages before, " It is a light thing that Thou
shouldest be I1iy servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore
the preserved of Israel." That was " a light thing" in ages to come
to gather His dispersed and outcast people, gather thelll together, set
them under their own vine and fig tree, and reign over them " a King
in Righteousness," while His princes ruled in judgment. "I will alBo
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give Thee," God had said long before the day when He was small
and despised, "for a light to the Gentiles, that Thou mayest be My
salvation to the end of the eal'th." And so while the Lord has tarried
from raising up the tribes of Jacob, and from restoring the preserved of
Israel, all that the Father gave Him of Jews and Gentiles have seen
in Him their salvation and have placed their hopes in His life, death,
and resurrection. We want to be of the number-to be one. of his
sheep-if not of His nation-to. be the passive happy recipients of the
saving mercy, which was active before the foundation of the world.
We want to hear the voice of God walking in His garden and not be
afraid. We want to have of the blessed Comforter's operation-that
quiet spirit, so that when He speaks, even though it be in a still small
voice, we shall be able to say, "Thy servant heareth."
=-=-~===-===

FOLLOWER-ON.

EMILY LOPEZ RODRIGUEZ AND THE POWER OF THE
WORD.
IT is always a matter of supreme interest to note how the Lord uses
His Own written Word as a means of calling out some of His elec
people. The home-call of :M:rs. Rodriguez, the dearly-loved wife 0
the Rev. Luis Lopez Rodriguez, on March 5th last, at the age of 69'
recalls a remarkable incident illustrating the power of the Word of God
when applied to the heart by the Holy Ghost. Mrs. Rodriguez and her
sister, Mrs. Stewart Mathias, nee Murray, were the daughters of an
Indian Officer. Their subsequent history ani! the remarkable .incident
referred to above are given in an extract from The Christian for
December. 18th, 1902, which we now reprint.
"When quite young, both sisters were converted and, on leaving a
finishing London school, were confirmed, desiring with all their hearts
to be Christ's' faithful soldiel'S and servants to their lives' end.' The
following week they were taken by their parents to a military ball.
Apparently enjoying the brilliant scene, they were sad at heart, feeling
that so far from keeping their solemn promise to' renounce. the
world' they had taken the first step into a vortex of gaiety. While.
driving home, they opened their hearts to their parents, begging that
it might be their last ball, which proved to be the case.
kyear or two later, the family settled in Kensington Park Gardens,
and the sistel'S soon found plen~y of congenial occupation in connection
with the Y.W.C.A., a coffee palace, and, best loved of all, the Bible
Flower Mission. Miss Macpherson, that noble rescuer of waifs and
strays, kindly lent a room in her Home of Industry, for a depot, and
the Misses Murray quickly gathered round them a goodly band of
young ladies of independent means to visit the London hospitals and
workhouses, giving bouquets and texts to the patients and inmates.
One afternoon the sisters set out with baskets laden with fragrant
floWel'S for the sufferers in Moorfields Hospital. Seeing a new patient,
Miss Murray was about to address him, when the nurse remarked,' It
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is of no use giving him a text, for he' is a Roman Catholic, and besides,
he can't speak English.' 'I will at least offer him a little bouquet:
answered the young lady. But what about a text? Surely ,it waS
the Lord's ordering that for the first time she had brought a Fr~nch
oile. Hoping that the patient understood that language, and selecting
a pretty bunch of 'flowers, she offered it with a silent prayer for help
and blessing. The Spaniard waS cheered by the roses, and listeiled
attentively to the text, a most 'appropriate one. 'There is one God,
and' one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus.' After
pointing him to the great High Priest, she asked if h~ would accept
a Spanish Bible. He replied in fluent French, expressing gratitude
for her kindness, but politely, yet firmly, declining the proffered gift,
adding, 'It is a bad, forbidden book; besides, to-morrow morning
I shall leave the hospital.'
On reaching home, Miss Murray found that there was to be a dinnerparty that night, thus making it most difficult for her to procure the
promised Spanish Bible. After trying at several shops, she went back
to the first oue, and begged the "man to ' have another look.' On a top
shelf, thick with dust, he fowld a second-hand copy of the muchdesired Book. The post office being closed, the next difficulty was to
get it taken to the City. This was met by ~Iiss Murray persuading
one of her father's guests to take the precious volume to the Moorfields
Eye Hospital that night. Senor Previ, the Spaniard, received and
took it away with him, and, impelled by an irresistible impulse, at
once began 10 study its sac"ed pages.
Six months passed by, and agaIn the tall Spaniard was a patient in
the Eye Hospital. Warmly greeting the flower ladies, he said: 'I
have read that book you gave me, and have found in it la verite.' 'But
what do you think is la vhiM 1 ' inquired the visitor. 'It is all in
one text' he replied; 'There is one God, and one :Mediator between
God and men, the Man Christ Jesus.' The seed had fallen into' good
ground,' for the reality of his conversion was snbsequently proved b,his devoting t,ime after bnsiness to distributing Gospels and tracts
on board Spanish vessels. His faith was severely tested by a letter
from his uncle, in whose charge Don DoIilingo Previ, captain of the
Port of Malaga, had left his only son, shortly before his death. The
letter contained a promise from the uncle to hand over the patrimony
left to his nephew if the latter would give up the Proteslant faith; but
should he refuse to do so, the property would be given to the Church.
Senor Previ positively de£lined to comply, 'esteeming the reproach
of Christ greater riches' than his father's wealth, or his uncle's favour.
After a time, he expressed a strong desire to carry the Gospel into a
part of Spain (alas! there are many) where it had never been preached,
and in due course was received into Harley House Missionary College
preparatory to going forth. This he did, accompanied by a fellowstudent. For three years Senor Previ laboured devotedly, and fOllnded
with remarkable "success, the Figueras Mission, till called' Home' to
his bright reward. A week or two after his death, his companion
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returned to his own country, and temporary workers were obtained,
till the Rev. Lopez Rodriguez became director of the Mission. Miss
Murray,accompanied by his sister and some lady friends, spent two
winters in Figueras, she being anxious to devote herself to the work,
especially among the women and girls. In 1882 a double wedding
took place in St. John's Church, Notting Hill-that of Miss Murray,
to Rev. Luilr Lopez Rodriguez, and her sister, Miss Georgina Murray,
to Rev. J. C. Stewart Mathias; youngest son of Archdeacon Mathias.
CQlonel Baynes, Madame Lopez Rodriguez' step-father, acted for
seven years as hon. treasurer of the Mission, for the financial part of
which his daughter had made herself. responsible. As soon as public
subscriptions were received, a report, with donation list and balancesheet, was issued. The death in 1889, of this kind liberal supporter
of the Mission, wa.s a great loss to the work in Spain. Since then,
, the grain of mustard seed' has become' a great tree,' whose branches
have spread not only over the entire province of Gerona but, by means
of the Spauish Religious Tract and Book Society, throughout the
whole country, and among other Spanish-speaking peoples." We
here append a brief history of the Rev. Luis Lopez Rodriguez :"One evening in the year 1868, a Spanish gentleman asked his wife
and two sons to accompany him to a secret Protestant meeting, to be
held in Madrid. The revolutionary spirit abroad made such expeditions perilous, so it was with considerable reluctance that the lady
complied. Making their way through dimly-lighted streets, they at
length reached their destination and, ascending a dark staircase, were
adlIlitted into a small room where a few persons were assembled. A
gentleman named Don Pedro Castro sat at the head of the table, on
which lay some copies of the Gospel of John. The result of the reunion
was the conversion of that lady and her two sons, Don Luis and Don
Alexander Lopez Rodriguez, who from that time have been faithful
and earnest labourers for .Christ. For the last twenty years they have
worked in the Figueras Mission, and God has blessed their efforts."
THE WEEK'S WHIRL.

By

THE LATE ~fR. GEORCE COWELL.

(Continued from p. 175.)
I THINK there is very much in the fact that the manna fell day by
day, and that each day, save the Sabbath, a certain rate was to be
stooped for and picked up. There are some who tell us that, having
the Holy Spirit within us, we have no business to ask for His presence
and power-that, having had our sins forgiven, there is no need of
asking for forgiveness-that, being saints saved· by grace, we ought
not to assume the position of sinners. But, dear friends, is it so ?
The Spirit may be within, and is, blessed be God, for "ye are the
temples of the Holy Ghost"; but surely we want the manifestation
of the Spirit, day by day. I know I do. I feel powerless, empty,
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cold, dead, without His quickening influence is put forth for me. So
it maybe a blessed truth, "Thy sins are forgiven thee"; but, like
John, we want to be told again and again of this gracious fact. We
want each day a fresh sense of pardoning love and mercy. True, the
Lord is pleased to call US His oWn, and, as such, we do become saints
in the preciousness of the meaning, that is, " companions of angels" ;
but, while the old nature remains, there will he times when we feel
anything but saints, and shall be compelled to address the throne of
grace as suppliant sinners, craving mercy, extended in every time of
need. I may have but a shalloW' experience, as some may think,
but I must express what I feel, namely, that, in the sight of such a
pure and holy God as we have to do with, I feel my position is rather
that of a sinner than a saint; and, as " day by day the manna fell,"
so day by day I want supplies from above. One hoard, as it were,
will not do for the daily and hourly need. "Now, Lord! Now
Lord!" must be my every moment's cry.
And then, again, with busy men, is it not marvellous how, in the
week's whirl, days pass in rapid succession ~ Suppose we have certain
regular engagements as Christians, in the cause of Christ, on certain
evenings of the week, how rapidly such times come round, and we are
led to say, " Is it possible-another week gone ~" With such a knowledge and consideration, oh, the utter folly of living only for time!
I am thankful, for one, I am a busy man; and, blessed be God, busy
in eternal things; and, although it may be but a feeble testimonybut a grasping at divine things-I do feel that, without an atom of
merit attached to any act, yet it· will be a consolation to one, on a
dying pillow, to think, as our Lord said to the woman who came to
anoint Him with precious ointment, " She hath done what she could."
And mark, all we do is not of ourselves-it is all of grace. Some
ministers are very fond of preaching of the acts of the Apostles as if
they were their own acts. Fal' from it. .All they did was through
the outpouring of the Spirit. They were spiritual acts-the work of
the Spirit, They were but the channels of co=unication. We
should ever read the Acts of the ApostletJ in this light.
Have you not also, beloved, found that, 'when some unfriendly
woddling has risen up against you, trying yonr faith and patience to
the utmost, yet that even then the secret communications of grace
received at the time have led you to be calm and quiet, while you
have felt your position is to hold your peace, assured that the Lord
would extend His power ~ And I ask, Has He failed you ~ Has He
tested and tried, to bring to ruin ~ No, never! Watch again,.and
you will see your enemy routed, and you. coming out of the warfare
" more. than conqueror, through Him who hath loved you.'" "I pray
not, 0 Father, that Thou shouldest take them out of the· world."
No; that is the place for test and trial, and that; too, is the place for
signal triumphs.
.
How, again and again, in life's experience, have we found oneself
inwal'dly saying, "This circUlJ],~tance and the other intricacy is too
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much for me." La the Lord work it. Leave it to Him. He knows
best, and will work for the best; and we shall be brought out of it
to glorify His name. Perhaps the cloud has blackened-the gloom
become heavier. The Lord has tarried to put us to the test. As
with His declaration to Moses, " I am sure Pharaoh will not let them
go." No; why ~ Because He would Himself harden Pharaoh's heart,
that the deliverance ,wrought might be more signal, and He prove
Himself to be a wonder-working God. Certainly the tarrying is often
most trying, and faith is put sorely to the test; but wait and watch,
and we shall ever see that our God is a covenant God, true to His
every promise to His believing people.
And then, what a mercy it is, amidst the rush 0/ life referred to, to
possess an inward peace that all is right for an eternal world-that
come what will, we are in the keeping of a covenant God, safe in Jesus !
I do not often import family matters into my pennings, but a circnmstance just to hand I must mention to the point. We have this
morning received a letter from our SOil in the United States, and, if
our reader is a Christian parent, he will well understand with what
deep and tearful gratitude we read this remark in his letter-" I go
where I hear a good man----<l solid Rock man-and I know when I hear
· "
h un.
Oh, beloved, what a mercy to be "a solid Rock man "-to be able
to say, amidst the ever-fitful circumstances by which we are surrotmded.. On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand."
But many a Christian we meet with, of whose safety we have no
doubt, yet themselves are doubting their eternal standing. I like to
put the matter in this way-" Dear friend, do you love Christ?" Love
is a precious test of vital godliness; and the emphatic reply comes
" Y cs, that I do! I am sure I love Christ."
But some will hardly go as far as this. The response will be, "I
hope I do." To such I would say, "Do mark, in that wonderful
chapter of Paul's to the Corinthians, wherein are very many characteristics of a genuine love described, we have this two-fold test, which,
to my mind, is very precious. Those who have a genuine love in the
heart, "rejoice not in iniquity, but rejoice in the truth." Is not this our
case ~ We do not rejoice in iniquity-yea, we loathe sin, and earnestly
desire to fly from iniquity. And then,;do we not rejoice in the truth
-long to hear it preached-crave the unfolding of the truth ~ And
it is with heart-joy we receive the truth. Well, then, if so, it
tells the tale of a genuine love to Christ, who is the Truth. We do
not rejoice in iniquity, but we do rejoice in the truth. Doubting
and dubious one, may the Holy SpiJ..it seal home this two·fold evidence
for- your comfort and joy.
And then, I know some of the Lord's dear people are discouraged
because they cannot point to the spot and hour 0/ their new birth.
They note how others can describe such a marked change of heart,
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when brought to the feet of Jesus, &nd they fear whether they are
deceived in the matter.
Beloved, let me draw your attention to a point for the encouragement of such. Did you ever notice, in the sixteenth chapter .<!f the
Acts of the Apostles, that there is an account of three conversions,
differing as to the way the Holy Spirit led each, and yet the evidences
are precisely the same 1 First, that of the conversion of Timotheus,
which we may call a gentle leading; secondly, the conversion of Lydia,
which we may call a dimne sealing; and thirdly, that of the jailor of
Philippi, which we may call a molent dealing. Timotheus, the son of
a Jewess, it is simply said" believed." Lydia, the seller of purple,
of the city of Thyatira, "worshipped God," but needed and received
the opening of the heart by the Lord the Spirit; and the jailor, who,
amidst the shaking of the prison by an earthquake, cried to Paul and
Silas, " Sirs, what must I do to be saved 1·" Now, all three gave the
same precious evidence of love to the brethren 'which showed the
genuineness of the work within-" By this we know that we have
passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren." Timotheus
" believed," and joined company with Paul, preaching successfully the
Gospel of Christ. Lydia invited the servants of the Lord into her
home and house, saying, "If ye have judged me to be faithful to the
Lord, come into my house, and abide there; " and the jailor took Paul
a.nd Silas "the same hour, and washed their stripes, brought them
into his house, set meat before them, and rejoiced, believing in God
with all his house."
No, beloved; we cannot limit the work of the Holy Spirit. It.
may be the gentle leading, the divine sealing, or the violent dealing:
but the effects and evidences will be precisely the same.
In conclusion, beloved, we ask, Are these thiugs true 1 Are they
notiugs according to the Scriptures of truth and divine experience 1
If so, may the Lord bless them to your comfort and joy.
. The Lord prays for divine keeping for us. It is a prayer that must
be answered. In the world we shall be kept, until the Lord calls
us home; but from the evil of it He will preserve us, so that we may
live the life of faith in the midst of conflict, and come off " more than
conquerors, through Him who hath loved us."
And now, dear reader, do you not feel, with us, how precious is our
Lord's prayer to the Father that we should not be taken out of the
world, but kept from the evil 1 Engrossed, as we have seen we are,
in the activities of life, it comes to us in grace and kindness, and, in
this age of restlessness, brings us the calm of the assurance that all
must be well, wherever O1\r lot is cast. Then we have dwelt upon the
preciousness of the inner life in the midst of this whirl of care--the
secret joy of fellowship and communion with Christ-remembering,
too, that our blessed Lord Himself trod this earth before us, and had
to do with its tiresome and sinful surroundings, preaching and teaching
in sweet power and simplicity, His ministry .marked by His taking
the works and things around in nature to illustrate divine truth. Then
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we have drawn attention to the fact of how wonderfully the Lord
manifests Himself to His people in special displays of love and grace,
while they are in the midst of the rush of life referred to. "Day by
day the mallll,a fell," and each day He gives strength for the need,
and grace to uphold and keep us in the way to the heavenly kingdom.
And then we have thought of the mercy that, while time is rapidly
hurrying us onwards, and" change and decay in all around we see,"
yet there is such a thing as having a peaceful assurance that all is
right for et~inity, rejoicing that we are among those who may be
called" solid Rock men "-whQ need not fear anything that is ahead;
reminding those who have but a feeble assurance, of that very precious
evidence of life divine, love to Christ, which evidences itself in a rejoicing
not in iniquity, but a rejoicing in the truth.
Oh, Thou who didst, in Thy last prayer to the Father on earth, so
graciously and feelingly say of Thy blood-bought ones, "These are
in the world," do Thou still plead for us now that Thou art above;
and, as we struggle on amidst the rush of life's conflicting care, uphold,
deliver, and give grace, that we may hold on, and be kept on with our
faces Zionward, learning the depths, preciousness, and love of Thy
touching desire for us! "I pray not, 0 Father, that Thou shouldest
take them out of the world, but that Thou shouldest keep them from
the evil." In Thine own prevailing name, we repeat the cry.
Burton-on-Trent.
G. C.
..T HE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
To OUR READERS.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE are very thankful to God to
find tbat the Balance Sheet for the year 1918 indicates that the
response to their appeal has met the needs arising out of the greatly
increatled cost of printing. They unite in warmly thanking their
many friends, rich and poor alike, for their liberal donations. They
rejoice, too, that the circulation of the MAGAZINE is being maintained.
They are obliged, however, to inform the readers that the need for
their regular annual ilonations is as great as ever. A furtlwr heavy
increase in the cost of printing began with the July issue. This has been
caused by a further rise in wages.
Donations and annual contributions may be sent to the publisher,
Mr. Samuel Arnold, 74, Strand, London, W.C.2, or to the Editor.
The Trustees very gratefully acknowledge the receipt of the followmg BUms;-
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THE LATE BISHOP OF CARLISLE (DR. J. W. DIGGLE) AND
HIS REVERED VICAR, DR. HEWLETT.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR ~IR. HOUGHTON,-It may be of interest to your readers to know
that Dr. Diggle was one of Dr. Alfred Hewlett's men, Dr. Hewlett
having taken in hand many young men for the Ministry. I believe
the last remaining one is the Rev. Thomas Dickinson, M.A., who
recently retired from being the Rector of Higher Openshaw, Manchester.
Some time ago the Sovereign Grace Union re-printed some of Dr.
Hewlett's works, and copies were sent to about 5,000 clergy and
ministers, including the Bishops in the National Establishment. Dr.
Diggle was one of the very few ministers who returned thanks. His
letter is in'teresting as a remembrance of Dr. A. Hewlett's work and
ministry.
Rose Castle,
He wrote :Carlisle. Aug, 30th, 1917.
"DEAR )\fR. ATHERTON,
Allow me to thank you very cordially for kindly sending me a
parcel of tracts and books of my late and deeply revered Vicar,
the Rev. Dr. Hewlett, of Astley.
I can never forget his kindness to me when I was a boy.
He taught me my first rudimentary knowledge of Latin, and I
remember so well going to him three mornings a week from 7 to 8
in the morning to receive this valuable and gratuitous instruction.
He was a-wonderful preachel', with deep insight into spiritual
truths.'
Next to my mother, he had the strongest influence on my early
life, particularly in fostering a love of the Bible and a habit of
bringing all-the doctrines of men to the test of this standard.
His influence in the parish of Astley and the sUlToundiI,lg
-neighbourhood was quite phenomenal.
When he first went there in the early years of the nineteenth
century, he was stoned for plItting an end to bull-baiting in the
parish.
But he lived 3,11 opposition down, and he died possessed of the
universal love of all classes and creeds.
Please forgive this lengthy letter, but your letter awakes very
many deeply-cherished memories of olden days,
With all good wishes.
I am, ever truly yours,
J. W. CARLISLE."
With each parcel we had included, besides all Dr. Hewlett's
works, copies of " The Five Points of Calvinism," by William Parks,
" Calvinism; Why Unpopular," by Mr. Parks\ "The Reply of the
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Sovereign Grace Union to the Bishop of Landon's Attack on CalviniS1n,"
by William Sykes and Henry AthertoD, and several other S.G.U.
publications, including a personal letter asking if the doctrine
advacated therein was contrary to the Word of God. If so, would
.
they please show wherein it was wrong.
Hence the letter mentioned by the Bishop.
What a blessing it would be ta the free·grace cause if the Lord
would raise up a few" Dr. Hewletts " in these sad days of declension
and apostasy.
The Parsanage,
H. ATHERTON.
100-102, Camberwell Grove,
London, S.E.5., April 6th, 1920.
[We would add that the late Dr. Hewlett was a man who held and
taught the Scriptural teaching of the XVlIth Article of the Church of
England. The late Bishop of Carlisle's antagonism to Romanism and
Sacerdotalism doubtless owes much to the faithful Evangelical and
Protestant teaching of hiS "late and deeply revered Vicar" Dr.
Hewlett-Editor.]

A WORD FROM NEW SOUTH WALES.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR SIR,-Please find herewith my subscription for THE GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, which I appreciate very much, because it is worthy of its
name, which is more than can be said of many publications with a
good title. . . . . I venture to say it would be a good thing for the
world if every Christian in the world took and read THE GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, and the time may not be distant when your subscribers
may be a great multitude.
I was delighted to read in the December issue of the successful
ministry of Rev. J. K. Popham, of Brighton, who has his church
crowded with worshippers, notwithstanding that' he does not go in for
sensuous attractions. Jllany forget that the music that pleases God
is melody or praise in the heart, and the beauty that is acceptable
to Him is the 10veline\lS of a holy life, and that the incense.that delights
God is sincere prayer. Our Lord only noticed the touch of the woman
who touched Him intentionally, and only those who attend a service
to worship God are counted as worshippers. Wishing you the Divine
blessing this year and throughout life,
Yours truly,
East Maitla'fl.d" New South Wales,
. (REV.) W. N. W.
Jan. 29th, 1920.
--------~

CHEERING WORDS FROM OHIO .
.,
To the Editar of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR SIR,-I have been pleased to read some of your GOSPEL MAGAZINES which were lent me by our Pastor, and I have felt much encour-
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aged to find that there are still some faithful servants of God in your
Established Church, and I pray that the God of heaven and earth will
mise up more to stand for, and contend for, the faith once delivered to
the saints. . . . We are living in a dark age. I am not a Church of
England man, but I believe that there have been some good, godly
ministers connected with the Church of England in times past, and
my sincere desire is that God may raise up many more to preach the
Gospel to poor sinners who need Christ and His finished work. I have
enjoyed reading the different articles, and I have enclosed a United
States Money Order. . . . I would like you to send me this year',
numbers of yOUT valuable Magazine, and after deducting the amount
for postage, turn the balance over to the fund for the support. of the
Magazine.
Yours sincerely,
Feb. 20th, 1920.
* * *
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GoSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-A missionary to sailors writes to me, "Kindly accept
my best thanks for parcel received of magazines and Scripture portions,
which will be most useful for giving to the sailors visiting our port.
I visit all the ships coming in here and have nice talks with the men
and SOme of the officers, and give away lots of GOSPEL MAGAZINES
and books: We sow the seed and leave results with God." I shall
value the help of friends to enable us to continue to spread the Gospel
of Christ.
Yours in Gospel bonds,
" 6, Stirling Road, Bath Road,
R. E. BP-!DER.
Bristol, A.pril, 1920.
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lllrotef.)tant 15eacon.
i'm. JUSTICE DARLING AND THE JES "ITS.
IN the course of a case heard recently, Mr. Justice Darling, addressing
a witness who had just admitted a conviction for perjury and whom
he "described in his judgment as having" played an unworthy trick,"
said: "Al'e you a Jesuit 1" The Plaintiff.-" No, my Lord." Mr.
Justice Darling.-" You surprise me."
The acting secretary of the Catholic Union wrote to the judge,
protesting against this" gratuitous insult to the devoted and leamed
Society of Jesus."
Mr. Justice Darling, writing from the Judges' Lodgings, Exeter,
on Februal'Y 2ild, l'eplied :The words you quote from the Times report of Smith v. Ryland
are given correctly, but they had no relation whatever to plaintiff's
admission to counsel that he had long ago been convicted of perjury
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concerning the quality of milk. Crime is undenominational. My
question related entirely to the conduct of the witness dealing with
the property in dispute in the case I was trying. This I characterized
as " an unworthy trick," and plaintiff's attempt to excuse or justify
this behaviour, in a letter to his own disapproving solicitor, appeared
tome an instance of that kind of disingenuousness to which the term
Jesuitical is commonly applied. When a man is described in ordinary
language as " a regular Jesuit," his moral attitude-not his statusis meant. And so my question was addressed to that-for I desired
to ascertain if the witness were a-disciple, not to suggest that he might
be an enrolled member of Loyola's distinguished order-Cueullus non
facit monachum.
The doctrines and the doings of " the devoted and learned Society
of Jesus," in whose interest you write, have often been the subject of
comment and condemnation by members and Divines of the Catholic
CJhurch. I regret that, being on Circuit, I have not at hand some of
these treatises to which I would willingly refer, and particularly the
delightful Provincial Letters of Pascal, but I will venture to quote
from two available books. At first let me cite the Ecclesiastical
History of J. L. Mosheim, D.D., Chancellor of the University of
Gottingen (Dr. Maclaine's translation), Section 2, Part 1, Chap. 1,
p. 591 :" In the sphere of morals the Jesuits made still more dreadful and
atrocious inroads than in that of religion. Did we affirm that they
have perverted and corrupted almost all the various branches and
precepts of morality we should not express sufficiently the pernicious
tendency of their maxims. Were we to go still further and maintain
that they have sapped and destroyed its very foundations, we should
maintain no more than what innumerable writers of the Romish
Church abundantly testify, and what many of the most illustrious
communities of that Church publicly lament."
Then, on page 592, the author proceeds ;"They observe more particularly that the whole Society adopts
and inculcates the following maxims: That those persons may transgress with safety who have a probable reason for transgressing-i.e.,
any plausible argument or authority in favour of the sin they are
inclined to commit: That actions intrinsically evil, and directly
contrary to the Divine laws, may be innocently performed by those
who have so much power over their own minds as to join, even ideally,
a good end to this wicked action, or (to speak in the style of the Jesuits)
who are capable of directing their intention aright."
Further, in the authoritative Compendious Ecclesiastical History,
by the Rev. William Palmer, I find this passage :-" The characteristics
of the Jesuits were craft and subtility. They were perfectly unscrupulous in the use of means for the accomplishment of their ends.
. Evasions, mental reservations, equivocations, were openly defended
and unblushingly practised:"
Now let me say that I condemned as an "unworthy trick" the
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handing over of the key of another house to a man who, as was known
to the key-giver, would receive it as the true key of the house whose
possession he desired. And this evasion, mental reservation, 'and
equivocation was defended in a letter which a student of Molins,
Vasquez, or Escobar might, as it seemed to me, well have written.
I desire to add that of the devotion of the Jesuits I make no question;
whilst as to their learning, I know that it is exact and profound. Yet
they have incurred the censure of Catholics not less learned and
devoted than themselves, until at length we read that their Order
was suppressed by the Pope Benedict XIV. himself.
Permit me now to appeal, for my own justification, to that indulgent
maxim of the Jesuits themselves that" those persons may transgress
who have a probable reason for transgressing." If I have, perchance,
held a wrong opinion in this matter of history and morals, I would
claim that I, too, may plead a " probable reason" in the statements
of Mosheim, Pahner; Pascal, and others-in the condemnation of these
doctrines and devices by learned divines of the Catholic Church, and
in the action of his Holiness the Pope. So, in case I be not wholly in
the right, shall I-as one erring with a " probable reason"-be entitled
to absolution for th~ offence imputed to me ~
As to the publication of this correspondence, I am indifferent-but
shall write no IlJcore-having little time and no secretary.-The Engl;,sh
Ohurchman, Feb. 19th, 1920.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
WE would remind our friends of the Anniversary Meetings, particulars
of which will be found on the advertisement page. The Committee
cordially invite all to whom the Gospel is precious and who desire the
welfare of the Lord's aged poor to assemble at Caxton Hall on May
7th.
The financial year that has recently closed has been a marked one,
for notwithstanding the increase of £1600 per annum in the pension
expenditure, all needs have been met, including costly purchases of
coals and augmented nUl'sing expenses.
The Homes are being renovated and visitors will be heartily welcomed
at the approaching meetings and at other times. The daughter of
a deceased inmate writes, " For the past seven years my mother lived
in the Home and often spoke of this time as the happiest and most
peaceful period of her life. For longer than that she had enjoyed the
pension, making many comforts possible for her. I should also like
to express our gratitude for the kindly visits paid her by the ladies,
of whom she spoke with esteem, and for the daily kindness of the
Matron, who' sympathized with her increasing infirmities. I enclose
donation to the Society."
For the most part the pensioners dwell alone, hence the fellowship
of the Society's visitors brings rays of sunshine to them and is spiritually helpful to almoners and recipients.
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