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TO OUR READERS.
THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.

•

ON behalf of the Trustees of the "Gospel Magazine" we
desire to place before our readers a brief but frank statement
of the financial position.
At the Meeting of the Trustees held on June 18th, 1920,
the situation was carefully reviewed. It was found that
although the sum of about £ 158 had been received in
donations to this Fund in the year 1919, the total expenditure
exceeded the income by about £49.
Since then a letter dated Sept. 10th, 1920, regretfully
announces the need of another heavy advance in the cost
of printing, due to further increases in the cost of paper
and labour. This advance will mean an additional burden
of about £120 per year.
The Trustees therefore desire to say that they need a
special and regular income of about £330 a 't-ear in order
to keep the Magazine going. They feel sure that these facts
need only to be known and all our readers, rich and poor
alike, will rally to the support of this time-honoured publication. While warmly thanking our many readers for their
liberal support in the past, we appeal to them to continue
their much-needed help.
Donations and Annual Contributions may be sent to the
Publisher, Mr. Samuel Arnold, 74 Strand, London, W.C. 2,
or to the Editor.
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AND COMPORT.

" W'ho comfortetb us in all our trlbnlation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort whcrev.;th we ourselves are CC'miortcd of God. "-2 CoR. i. 4.

LIVING AND WALKING BY THE SPIRIT.

" It U"e live in the Spir?1, let IIS.also walk in the Spirit."-GAL. v. 25.
OUR Wayside Notes article for this month occupies a larger space
than usual. We were stirred to write it by reading recent
utterances which indicate how seriously professed Evangelical men
are departing from the old paths. We fervently pray that the
LORD'S blessing may attend its publication. We propose to write
more briefly for our Family Portion. The inspired words upon
which we base our remarks relate to the operations of the HOLY
SPIRIT. In humble dependence on His teaching and guidance we
desire to be instrumental in feeding many members of the LORD'S
redeemed and called-out family with some of the spiritual truths
of His holy and inspired Word.
1. First, we Me reminded that believers begin to live by tile Spirit,
There are two kinds of life, natural and spil"itual. All men are
alive in a natural sense, but large numbers who abound in natural
life and -vigour are absolutely dead spiritually. We owe our
natural life to GOD. "In Him we live, and move, and have our
being." "He giveth to all life, and breath, and all things" (Acts
xvii. 25, 28). Often' it happens that life and all other temporal
mercies are enjoyed, and the GOD Who bestowed them is wholly
forgotten and iguored. Spiritual life originates also with GOD.
By nature men are" dead in trespasses and sins". They are dead
to the service of GOD, though active in the service of the devil.
Being dead they are incapable of thinking, saying, or doing anyt.hing that is pleasing to GOD. Their" carnal mind is enmity
against GOD: for it is not subject to the law of GOD, neither indeed
can be". Being in the flesh they" cannot please GOD". Nothing
which they can say or do is in harmony with His will. They are
opposed to GOD, rebellious against GOD, and incapable of being
otherwise while they are dead in sin and under the power of the
spirit which ~ now worketh in the children of disobedience. In
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vain is it to say of such persons that they have a free will to turn
from their evil ways, and believe on the LoRD JESUS CHRIST. Our
LORD expressly declares, "No man can come to Me, except the
FATHER which hath sent Me draw him" (John vi. (4). Spiritual
death ~nd spiritual helplessness and inability characterize all
men by nature. If they are to live, life must be bestowed on
them from without. This life is Divine in its origin. To the
Ephesian saints the Apostle said, "You hath He qll.ickened, who
were dead in trespasses and sin" (Ephes. ii. 1). The Divine Agent
in the bestowal of spiritual life is the HOLY SPIRIT. He is " the
Spirit of life" (Rom viii. 2). He is, as the Nicene Creed declares,
" The LORD and Giver of life". If we live, " we live by the Spirit"
(R.V. Gal. v. 25). He is the Divine Author of the new birtlL
"Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, He cannot
enter into .the kingdom of GOD. That which is born of the flesh
is flesh." The flesh can produce nothing else but flesh. A
Christian father cannot beget a Christian son. A spirituallyquickened parent cannot impart or transmit spiritual life to his
offspring. Each new-born soul is a special creation. "We are
His workmanship, created in CHRIST JESUS unto good works"
(Ephes. ii. 10). "That which is born of the Spirit is spirit" and
there is no new nature until it is imparted directly by the sovereign
and independent act of the Spirit (see John iii. 5, 6). Men are
born again, "not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man, but of GOD" (John i. 13). A parent cannot will a.
new nature in His children. He can instruct them from thei r
earliest years in Gospel truths. He can pray for them, both before
and after their birth, but GOD alone by His Spirit can impart to
them spiritual life. "The will of man " cannot will spiritual life
to himself or to anyone else If then, 0 reader, thou art a living
believer, thou must give unto GOD the honour due unto His name.
GOD, who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved
thee, even when thou wast dead in sins, hath quickened thee
together with CHRIST (see Ephes. ii. 4, 5). "Of His Own will
begat He us with the word of truth" (James i. 18). The living
believer is 'washed', 'sanctified' and 'justified' "in the name
of the LORD JESUS, and by the Spirit of (JoUT GOD" (1 Cor. vi. 11).
We are chosen to salvation "through sanctification of the Spirit"
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(2 Thess. ii. 13). According to His mercy GoD saved us, "by the
washing 0/ regeneration, and renewing 0/ the Holy Ghost,. which He
shed on us ahuooamly through JESUS CHRIST our SAVIOUR; that
being justified by His grace, wc should be made heirs according
t-o the hope of eternal life" (Titua iii. 5-7).
We live by the Spirit. Our faith is a fruit of the Spirit. We
are born again by the Spirit. We are saved through the sancti·
fying work of the Spirit. We are washed, sanctified and justified
by the Spirit. GOD pours out His Spirit abundantly upon the
heirs of salvation with the result that they are quickened,
regenerated, justified and pardoned, and the Spirit then bears
witness with the spirits of GOD'S people that they are the children
of GOD, and heirs of the kingdom which GOD hath promised to
them that love Him. (See also 1 Pet. i. 22, where we are taught
that we obey the truth through the Spirit.)
2. Secondly, we are taught that believers mani/est their spiritual
li/e by the Spirit.
Without His indwelling presence and power they can do nothing,
but as a result of His powerful operations in their hearts they give
evidence that they have passed from death unto life. By the
Spirit they worship and serve their Covenant GOD. "We are the
circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of GOD, and glory ill CHRIST
JESUS, and have no confidence in the flesh" (Phi!. iii. 3, R.V.).
All acceptable prayer· is by the Spirit. "We know not what we
should pray for as we ought", but "the Spirit helpeth our infir·
mities" (Rom. viii. 26). Hence we are bidden to pray always
"with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit" (Ephes. vi. 18).
In Jude's Epistle we read of "praying in the Holy Ghost". All
a{)Cess to the FATHER is through CHRIST and "by (me Spirit"
(Ephes. ii. 18). All spiritual fruit is manifested by the Spirit's
power. He enables us to bring forth "love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness. temperance"
(Gal. v. 22, .23). It is through the Spirit that we mortify the
deeds of the body (Rom. viii. 13). By His aid we are enabled to
resist "the lusts of the flesh" (Gal. v. 16). It is when we are
" strengthened with might· by His Spirit in the innel' man" (Ephes.
iii. 16) that we are enabled to stand against the wiles of the devil.
and to resist temptation. In like manner all testimony to the
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precious truths of the Gospel can only be given in the power of the
HOLY GHOST. When the Apostles were forbidden to speak or teach
in the name of JESUS, they prayed for boldness to go on with their
testimony in spite of the threatenings of the Jewish authorities.
"When they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were
assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost,
and they spake the Word of GOD with boldness" (Acts iv. 31).
Thus all faithful and courageous testimony can only be given ill
the power of the Spirit. Preaching of that kind will be "in
demonstration of the Spirit and of power" (1 Cor. ii. 4).
3. Lastly, tue are taught that the walk 0/ believers is by the Spirit.
The Revised Version renders the words, " If we live by the Spirit,
by the Spirit let us also walk". We have already anticipated
much that might be said under this head. The walk of GOD'S
people includes worship, prayer, fruitfulness, testimony. A little
more, however, may be added. The words of the Apostle suggest
that the whole life of the child of GOD should be under the
guidance, direction and control of the Spirit. If we seek to walk
by the Spirit, then no step will be taken without seeking His
guidance. Even what are called secular things will be done by
His aid, and under His direction. We shall seek to eat and drink,
to walk and talk, to buy and sell, to retire and rise to the glory of
GOD. We shall seek to follow the Spirit's will in our going out
and our coming in. The duties of the kitchen and the drawing
room; of the office and the shop; domestic duties and public
duties, will all be performed under the influence and control of
the Spirit. Our music, our books and our pleasures will all be
affected by the desire to walk so as to please GOD. Thus by the
Spirit we shall walk circumspectly; by the Spirit we shall wal;k
in the light; by the Spirit we shall walk in love; and by the Spirit
we shall walk worthy of the vocation wherewith we are called.
Dear fellow-believers, are we all thus walking? We owe our
spiritual life and all our spiritual blessings to the gracious operations of the Spirit, and here we are bidden to walk by the Spi~it.
As we think over the subject do we not feel how lamentably we
come short, and how much we. fail? Well, the blood of JESUS
CHRIST cleanseth us from all sin and all failure. Thank GOD for
that. But shall we not afresh seek the Spirit's strength and the
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Spirit's power that our whole !ife, walk, and conversation may be
more conformable to the will of our Covenant GOD and FATHER 1
"Come, HOLY SPffiIT, come,
Let Thy bright beams arise,
Dispel all BOrrow from our minds,
All darkness from our eyes.
"Revive our drooping faith,
Our doubts and fear remove,
And kindle in our breasts the flame
Of 'never-dying love."
THE EDITOR.
Whitingum Vicarage,
(Thomas I!CtUghton).
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.
THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH.
"Now, mark the title that is here given to the Holy Ghost. He.is
called 'the Spirit of Truth " as much as to teach the Church that this
infallible Teacher is He to Whom we are to look for guidance. See
what a great truth is here brought before us as regards the Apostle.s.
Ollr Lord says, in this same chapter, that the Spirit of Truth, 'the Com·
forter, Which is the Holy Ghost, Whom the Father will send in My
name, He shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remem·
brance, whatsoever I have said unto you'. Or, as our blessed Lord
afterwards says, 'He shall guide you into all truth'. I have a reason,
brethren, for directing your attention to this point. I could produce
men in this city, I will not say of what profession, but, perhaps, men
who ought to be preachers of the Word; and I could produce men in
the sister country, men of all ranks and all professions, who deny to
the epistles indited by the Holy Ghost, and written by the Apostles,
who were to be 'guided into all truth', who deny, I say, to these
epistles the authority which attaches to the Gospels. Whenever you
. hear such a sentiment expressed, brethren, lay hold upon it, and brand
it as blasphemous opposition to the truth of God."-Rev. W. H. Krause.
" A CHRISTIAN should never plead spirituality for being a sloven;
if he be but a shoe·cleaner, he should be the best in the parish."John Newton.
"THERE is a great and awful day at hand, in which the righteous
scarcely shall be saved, and where then shall the wicked and ungodly
appear 1 On this day, at the bar of the Almighty Judge, I must
stand to give an account of my ministry among you: knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, I have not shunned to declare unto you
the whole counsel of God."-William Romaine.
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NEO-EVANGELICALS AND THE ATONEMENT.
.. Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the Just /01' the unjust, t.hat
He might bring us to God."-1 PETER iii. 18.

-'.

AN article appeared in our contemporary The Reoord, on March :;
last, on Neo-Evangelicalism, Its Expression and Its Purpose. The
writer was the Rev. F. Mellows, M.A., Vicar of Sparkhill,
Birmingham. In reference to " some of the characteristics of the
modern Evangelical" Mr. Mellows says that" he prefers to have
a cross and flowers on or over the Holy -Table, and he has no
objection to candlesticks. He is even willing that the candles
shall be lighted at the 8 a.m. service if the congregation desire it
or do not object". "He does not mind taking the Eastward
position at the Holy Communion service." "He is willing to
wear coloured stoles." "He readily speaks of 'altar' and
, Eucharist'." "He accepts the conclusions of balanced and
reverent critical views of the Scriptures." "His message is to
the whole man and is not directed incessantly to the salvation of
the souL" " He does not preach much~about the glories ~f heaven,
but he does picture with vividness the glories of the kingdom of
God on earth." "The Church to him is for 'service' rather
than for 'safety'." "He is ready to acknowledge that God
has spoken, and does speak, through the devout men of every
nation, colour and creed." In the closing paragraph of his article
Mr. Mellows saya, "Few of the younger men to-day seem to desire
to ally themselves with the Evangelical school if they are to be
confined within the limits of a past generation". In other words
the new Evangelicals wish to break with the past and to cease to
identify themselves with the stalwart Evangelicals of former
generations.
These extracts will enable our readers to see how a Neo-Evangelical expresses his principles. If you enter the Church, therefore,
of a Neo-Evangelical, you will probably see the Communion Table
decked with a cross and flowers, and even candlesticks and candles.
When officiating at the Lord's supper the Neo-Evangelical may
turn his back upon the people and adopt the position of a
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sacrificing priest. The' honest table' of th~ Reformers he readily,
without Scriptural or Prayer Book warrant, calls an 'altar', which
implies that the Lord's supper is a sacrifice. The acceptance by
the Neo·Evangelical of "balanced and reverent views of the
Scriptures" indicates that he does not believe in the plenary and
verbal inspiration of the Bible, and may indicate a good deal more
that would shock Evangelicals of former times.
It is appalling to learn that the Neo-Evangelical puts "the
glories of heaven " in the background and fixes the attention of
his hearers on the glories of earth. His view that God speaks
"through the devout men of every nation, colour, and creed"
suggests that the revelation of Divine truth is not limited to God's
Word written, but that in addition to the teaching of the Word
of God we may learn truth from the devout men of heathen and
Mohammedan religions. There is thus no finality in the Old and
New Testaments. We draw our reader's attention to this article
on Neo-Evangelicalism in order to warn them against one of the
outstanding evils of the times. We feel perfectly convinced that
there is something radically wrong with an evangelicalism which
attaches importance to crosses and flowers, candlesticks, candles
and coloured stoles. The word ' altar' and thc Eastward position
are certainly associated with Sacerdotalism, and the attitude which
Neo-Evangelicals take towards the inspiration of the Old
Testament is to our mind contrary to our Lord's Own teaching
on that important subject. It has often been said in the past by
Evangelicals of the modern type, that it matters not how ornate
the services are if only, when you attract the people to them, you
give them the Gospel in the pulpit. Our view has always been
that a departure from Scriptural simplicity in worship is almost
invariably accompanied with a departure from sound Gospel
teaching in the pulpit. There can be no doubt that some who
would be ranked among the Neo-Evangelicals no longer hold the
doctrine of the Atonement as it was held by the Reformers and
their Evangelical successors. The Rev. E. S. Woods, M.A., Vicar
of Holy Trinity, Cambridge, would doubtless be classed as a modern
Evangelical. In his" Thoughts on the Atonement", published by
the Student Christian Movement, he says, " There is no donbt that
the substitutionary language, so often applied to the Atonement,
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and especially by theologians of the past, does not commend itself
to the thought of our day. The inadequacy of such language is
one more instance of the futility of trying to state the Atonement
in terms borrowed from the. law courts. . . . Moreover, not by
any theological twisting and turning can we to-day conceive it
just or right for any judge deliberately to condemn an innocent
man in the stead of the guilty party. Nor, in point of fact, is
such substitution really possible. . .. To say, using the words
in the strict sense, that He suffered instead of me, suggests the
erroneous idea that a kind of balance was struck, that l:\ certain
quantity of penl:\1 suffering due to me-unforgiven-was borne by
Him instead" (pp. 38, 39). We thus see that the preci{)U8 and
soul-comforting doctrine-that Christ was the holy Substitute of
His people, and that He died in their room, bearing in their stead
the penalty which their sins deserved-'-is rejected. We have read
many of Spurgeon's sermons, and if there is one truth which more
than others was prominent in his preaching, it is the truth that
Christ was the holy Substitute of His people. This is a truth
which in our view is again and again taught in the Scriptures.
" He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and
with His stripes we are healed." He came" to give His life a
ransom instead of many". "He was numbered with the tr~ns
gressors and He bare the sin of many." "Christ also hath once.
suffered for sins, the Just for the unjust, that He luight bring us
to God." V;hy is it that none can condemn the people of God ~
Why is it that there is no condemnation to them which are in
Christ J esus ~ It is because Christ has died in their room and
stead. The wages of their sin is death, but etemal life is their
portion, because Christ their holy Substitute died in their place.
He "died for our sins according to the Scriptures".
Another leading Evangelical of the modern type has been preacha series of sermons in Westminster Abbey. We refer to Canon
H. L. C. de Candole. In his sermon delivered on March 5 on "The
Meaning of the Cross", after an examination of the teaching of
Paul on the subject, he says, " If this is St. Paul's view, as I believe
i.t to be, two main difficulties in accepting any theory of Atonement
melt away. There is no question here of an innocent man being
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punished for the sin of the guilty. Nowhere in St. Paul's Epistles
is God ever said to have punished }lis Son. It is high time U'e got
clean away Iro'm the horr·ible mis-statements 01 some 01 OU1· hymns, as :
'80 out of pity Jesus said

He'd bear the punishment instead,'

-

OII'td with this tJUJre will also go the kin doctrine that God's anger was

appeased by the offering 01 HIS Son. The wlwle idea is revolting".
The italics in this quotation arc ouI's. We ask our readers to take
note of such teaching as t,his coming from the lips of leading men
among the modern type of Evangelicals. To uS it is an Ilwfu1
sign of the times, an indication of deepening apostasy. It appears
.to us that Evangelicals of this kind are more dangerous than
pronounced Ritualists or Broad Churchmen. Yet only recently
a friend told us how pleased he was to attend on a special occasion
the service at one of the Churches where the clergyman rejec ts
the substitutionary character of the Atonement. If Christ, Who
was Himself innocent and sinless, was not punished for the 'Bin
•
of the guilty, what was He punished for ~ We read that" the
wages of sin is death". Death is therefore the penalty of sin.
How was it then that Christ died, seeing that He did no sin neither
was guile found in His mouth. It will not do to answer that He
died because men hated Him and put Him to death. That is only
the secondary cause of His dcath. His death was voluntary. It
was His own act. He yielded up His spirit voluntarily. No
man took His life from Him; He declares, "I lay it down of Myself.
I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again"
(John x. 18). But why did He lay down His life ~ He tells us
that He came to give His life a ransom instead of many. (See
Matt. xx. 28). He gave His life as the price of the redemption of
His people from the merited penalty of their sins. The Father
"made Him to be sin for us, Who knew no sin; that we might
be made the righteousness of God in Him" (2 Cor. v. 21). What
can this mean but that the Father laid on Him and imputed to
Him the sins of His people; and that consequently He treated
Him as a sinner; and that, seeing that the penalty of sin is death,
the Father visited His beloved and eternal Son with death in the
room and in the stead of His people ~ "Christ", says the Apostle
Paul, "hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made
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a curse for us; for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth
on a tree" (Gal. iii. 13).
We are under the curse because we have broken the law (Gal.
iii. 10). That curse is death. But Christ was made a curse for
us. How was He made a curse ~ He was hung on the tree. He
was hung there to die, and He did die. Did He not thus bear the
punishment of sin in the place of the guilty ~ It seems to us that
to reject the doctrine of Substitution is to deprive the people of
God of all comfort, of all peace, and of all assurance. It is because
we believe that our blessed and adorable Saviour was wounded for
our transgressions and bruised for our iniquities that we can go
on our way rejoicing. We can say, with Toplady;" If my discharge Thou' haat procured,

And freely in my place endured
The whole of wrath Divine;
Payment God cannot -twice demand,
First at my bleeding Surety's hand,
And'then again at mine."
It is not to be wondered at, however, that Canon de Candole
should eliminate the truth of substitution from the Apostle Paul's
teaching on the Atonementwhen we read of his attitude towards
the Apostle's teaching, in general. In another sermon of the same
series (vide Record, FeJ? 24, 1921, p. 133) he says, "We are pointed
to the unquestionable fact that St. Paul is very hard for us of
the twentieth century to understand; we cannot follow all his
arguments or identify ourselves with all his conclusions". Again
he says, "It is fantastic to require that we should be bound to
accept as final all the interpretations that he (St. Paul) gave".
It is indeed appalling that one who claims to be an Evangelical
should write thus of the inspired Epistles of the great Apostle to
the Gentiles. In another part of the same sermon the Canon
rejects the doctrine of an infallible Bible. We submit, therefore,
that Canon de Candole is a prejudiced interpreter of the Apostlll
Paul's teaching on the atonement, and cannot therefore be trusted
to unfold to us the true meaning of that Apostle's doctrine COllcerning the sufferings of our Lord Jesus Christ.
This dep'1rture from -the old doctrine of the atonement is so
serious that we think it may help to confirm our readers' ,faith
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in that blessed truth if we give a few quotations from our reformers,
and others, on this great truth.
1. Reformers of the sixteenth cent.ury on the atonement..
Calmn says, " Another principal part of our reconciliation with
God was, that man, who had lost himself by his disobedience,
should by way of remedy oppose to it obedience, satisfy the justice
of God, and pay the penalty of sin. Therefore our Lord came forth
very man, adopted the person of Adam, and assumed his name,
that he might in his stead obey the Father; that he might present
our flesh as the price of satisfaction to the just judgment of God,
and in the same flesh pay the penalty which we had incurred"
(Calvin's Institutes, Book ii., chap. xii., section 3. Quoted by
A. A. Hodge on the Atonement, p. 269).
Luther says, " For God hath laid our sins, not upon us, but upon
His Son Christ, that He, bearing the punishment thereof, might
be our peace: and that, by His stripes, we might be healed ".
Again, Luther says, " But because He had taken upon Him our
sins, not by constraint, but of His own good will, it behoved Him
to bear the punishment and wrath of God: not for His own person
(which was just and invincible, and therefore could be found in
no wise guilty) but for our person" (Luther on Galatians, chap.
iii., 13, pp. 215 and 219, Tegg's edition).
Cranmer says, "One kind of sacrifice there is, which is called
a propitiatory or merciful sacrifice, that is to say, such a sacrifice
as pacifieth God's wrath and indiguation, and obtaineth mercy
and forgiveness for all our sins, and is the ransom for our redemption from everlasting damnation" (" A Defence of the True and
Catholic Doctrine of the Sacrament of the Body and Blood of our
Saviour Christ ", p. 235).
Latimer says, ". What an horrible thing is sin; that no other
thing would remedy and pay the ransom for it, but only the blood
of our Saviour Christ! There was nothing to pacify thc Father's
wrath against man, but such an agony as He suffered" (" Latimer's
Selected Sermons", R.T.S., p. 133).
ThB Churoh of England Homily for Good Friday says, "For
Himself He was not punished; for He was pure and undefiled of
all manner of sin. He was wounded, saith Esay (Isaiah), for our
wickedness, and striped for our sins: He suffered the penalty of
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them Himself, to deliver us from danger. He bare, saith Esay
(Isaiah), all our sores and infirmities upon His Own back: no pain
did He refuse to suffer in His Own body, that He might deliver
us from pain everlasting. . .. For if God, saith St. Paul, hath
not spared His Own Son from pain and punishment, but delivered
Him for us all unto the death, how should He not give us all other
things with Him 1 " (" Homily for Good Friday)".
2. Divines 01 the sevemeenth century on the Atonement.
We content ourselves with giving two quotations from the
" Westminster Confession of Faith".
Chapter viii. 5, says, " The Lord Jesus, by His perfect obedience
and sacrifice of Himself, which He through the eternal Spirit once
offered up unto God, hath fully satisfied the justice of His Father;
and purchased not only reconciliation, but an everlasting inheritance in the kingdom of heaven, for all those whom the Father
hath given unto Him".
Chapter xi. 3, says, "Christ, by His obedience and death, did
fully discharge the debt of all those that are thus justified, and did
make a proper, real, and full satisfaction to His Father's justice·
in their behalf.. Yet, in as much as He was given by the Father
for them, and His obedience and satisfaction accepted in their
stead, and both freely, not for any thing in them, their justification
is only of free grace; that both the exact justice and rich gracc of
God might be glorified in the justification of sinners".
3. Evangelicals 01 the eighteentJ! century on the Atonement.
The late Bishop J. C. Ryle, writing of the leaders of the
Evangelical Revival in the eighteenth century, says that they
"taught constantly that Christ's death upon the cross was the anly
sati~/action lor man's sin; and that, when Christ died, He died
ll/! our Substitute-' the Just for the unjust '.
·This, in fact, was
the cardinal point in almost all their sermons. . . . They saw in
it Christ's death, the payment of man's mighty debt to God"
(" Christian Leaders", p. 27).
One of these leaders was W illiam Romain3. In a sermon preached
on Sunday, Sept. 30, 1764, at St. Anne's, Black-Friars, he says
that Christ "agreed to stand up as the Head and Surety of His
people, in their nature and. in their stead, to keep the law for them,
and to suffer the pains and penalties of it for them, that by His
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obedience unto death, the law and justice of His Father might
be infinitely and everlastingly glorified in saving all those who
should believe in Him from sin,- and death and hell, and in
admitting them to life and glory".
Toplady, another of the leader., in his sermon on Good News from
Heaven says, "Christ has paid, completely paid, the debt of .perfect
obedience and of penal suffering: so that Divine justice must
become unjust, ere it be possible for a single soul to perish for all
or any of those debts which Christ took upon Himself to discharge,
and which He has absolutely discharged accordingly".
Dr. Gill, the famous commentator in the eighteenth century, in
his comment on Isaiah, liii. 5, says on the words, "The chastise
ment of our peace was upon Him", "that is, the punishment of
our sins was inflicted on Him, whereby our peace and reconciliation
with God was made by Him; for chastisement here does not
design the chastisement of a father, and in love, such as the Lord
chastises His people with; but an act of vindictive justice, and
in wrath, taking vengeance on our sins, of our Surety, whereby
Divine wrath is appeased, justice is satisfied, and peace is made".
Jehoida Brewer in 1776 wrotc of Christ :"On Him the tenfold vengeance fell,
That must have sunk a world to hell;
He bore it for His chosen race,
And thus became their Hiding-place."
J oseph Hart in the eighteenth century wrol.e:"Hell was our just desert,
And He that hell endured;
Guilt broke His guiltless heart
With wrath that we incurred:
We bruised His body, spilt His blood;
And both became our heavenly food."
4. Evangelicals of the nineteenth century and the atonement.
Bishop Waldegrave of Carlisle wrote, "There was a debt of penal
Buffering to be cancelled. The Redeemer cancelled it. . .. There
was a debt of active. obedience to be discharged. The Redeemer
discharged it. . . . Now if the debt, both of penal suffering and
of active obedience, has been paid by the Surety, what follows ~
The release, the acquittal, to justification, of them for whom He
was Surety" (Words of Eternal Life, p. 184).
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Bishop Jeune 0/ Peterborough wrote, " We are really taught that
Christ suffered in our stead; that He bore the penalty of our guilt;
that as man's Substitute He had to endure retributive sufferings ".
"Let me hear, when I am on the bed of death, that Christ died
in the stead of sinners, of whom I am the chief; that He was
forsaken of God during those fearful agonies, because He had
taken my place; that on His cross I paid the penalty of my guilt.
. . . Mine the sin, His the penalty; His the shame, mine the
glory" (Pr-imary Charge and Sermons, pp. 165, 184, 185).
Bishop J. C. Ryle, of Liverpool, wrote, "Christ has stood in the
place of the true Christian. He has become His Surety and His
Substitute. . . . Christ has suffered for sins, the 'Just for the
unjust'. He has endured our punishment in His Own body on
the cross. He has allowed the wrath of God, which we deserved,
to fall on His Own head" (Old Paths, p. 220).
The late Bishop Motile held the view that Christ's "sufferings
had regard to broken law and its satisfaction; they were thus
penal" (Outlines 0/ Chr·istian Doctrine, p. 87).
The late Rev. W. H. Krause, M.A., of Dublin, says, God." has,
to the uttermost, visited the guilt of this people upon the devoted
head of His dear Son·, to 'Whom it was imputed. Their guilt has
been transferred to Him, punished in Him, blotted out in His
blood, that God 'might be just, and the Justifier of him which
believeth in Jesus' ". Subsequently in the same sermon he significantly says, " I believe that.this atoning, all-sufficient, bloody
sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ will be the battlefield of God's
servants yet; I believe that this truth will be denied, and
blasphemed, and adulterated, and modified, and brought at length
to mean nothing at all; and, therefore, the servant2 of God shall
have to stand by it, for it is by that blood that they shall' overcome' the accuser of the brethren" (Sermons, Second Series,
vo!. 1., pp. 168 and 171).
The late Rev. C. H. Spurgeon, the great Baptist preacher, made
the substitutionary work of Christ the great theme of his sermons.
A few extracts are given. He says, "Christ's shoulders bore the
guilt of His people, and because He took their load His people are
free, and have henceforth no burden of sin to weigh them down.
He saves His people through His personal substitution, by stand'4
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ing in their stead and suffering in their place. There is none other
way of salvation but by His vicarious suffetings and death. Then
He saves them by bearing the penalty due to their sin. Where
the sin lies the penalty falls. . . . He bore the wrath of God which
was due to us. He has taken the sin and paid the penalty"
(Sermon, No. 1434).
Again, he says, "Christ is the Surety, the Sacrifice, the Substitute, for men. If you take the doctrine of vicarious sacrifice out
of the Christian religion, I protest that nothing is left worth calling
a revelation" (Sermon, No. 1411).
Referring to modern attacks on this doctrine he says, "Every
doctrine of revelation has been assailed, but the order of battle
passed by the black prince at this hour nlllS as follows: 'Fight
neither with small nor great, save only with the crucified King of
Israel '. If they can carry the bastion of substitution, if they can
throw down the great truth of atonement, then all the rest will
go, as a matter of course" (Sermon, No. 1993).
We conclude with a quotation from that eminent and ablE:
theologian, the Rev. Professor Charles Hodge, D.D., of Princeton.
He says, "Men may philosophize about the nature of God, His
relation to His creatures, and the terms on which He will forgive
sin, and they may never arrive at a satisfactory conclusion; but
when the question is simply, What do the Scriptures teach on this
subject ~ the matter is comparatively easy. In the Old Testament
and in the New, God is declared to be just, in the sense that
His nature demands the punishment of sin; that therefore
there can be no remission without such punishment, vicarious or
personal; that the plan of salvation symbolically and typically
exhibited in the Mosaic institution, expounded in the prophets,
and clearly and variously taught in the New Testament; involves
the substitution of the incarnate Son of God in the place of sinners,
who assumed their obligation to satisfy Divine justice, and that
He did in fact make a full and perfect satisfaction for sin, bearing
the penalty of the law in their stead; all this is so plain and
undeniable that it has always been the faith of the Church, and is
admitted to be the doctrine of the Scriptures by the leading
Rationalists of our day. It has been denied only by those who
a.re outside of the Church, and therefore not Christians, or by those
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who, instead of submi.tting to the simple Word of God, feel conlltrained to explain its teachings in accordance with their own
subjective convictions" (Systematic Theology, vo!' ii., pp. 478,479).
. Quotations from the Reformers and from their Evangelical
.successors on this important truth could be. greatly multiplied.
Sufficient has been said, however, t<> demonstrate that the teaching
of some of the Neo-Evangelicals is a complete break with the
teaching of our Evangelical forefathers. Are we to believe that
an
, these good men made a huge blunder in their interpretation of
the teaching of Scripture on the atonement ~ We trow not. III
the fun belief that they were right and that many of our modern
teachers are wholly wrong, we exhort our readers to hold fast
by God's grace to the old and Scriptural doctrine of the Atonement.
In the language of a hymn often sung at the Clifton Conference
let us say;"0 Christ, what burdens bowed Thy head!
Our load was laid on Thee;
Thou stoodest in the sinner's stead,
Didst bear all ill for me. .
A Victim led, Thy blood was shed!
Now there's no load for me."
THE EDITOR.
Whitington V ica,rage,
(Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, Nor/olk.
WILLIAM ROMAINE AND CARD-PLAYING.
'.' WILLIAM ROMAlNE was one evening invited to a friend's house, and,
after tea, the lady of the house asked him to play at cards, to which
he made no objection. The' cards were brought <iut, and when all
were ready to begin play'ing, Romaine said, 'Let us ask the blessing
of God'. 'Ask the blessing of God! ' said the lady in great surprise;
, I never heard of such a thing before a game of cards.' Romaine then
inquired, 'Ought we to engage in anything on which we cannot ask
God's blessing ~' This reproof put an end to the card-playing.
"On another occasion he was addressed by a lady, who expressed
the great pleasure she had enjoyed under his preaching, and added
that she could comply with his requirements with the exception of
one thing. 'And what is that ~ , asked Romaine. 'Cards, sir,' was
the reply. 'You think you could not be happy without them ~ ,
• No, sir, I know I could not.' 'Then, madam,' said he, 'cards are
your god, and they must save you.' It is recorded that this pointed
remark led to serious reflections, and finally to the abandonment of
card-playing."-Ryle's Christian Leaders.
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'Ut/grim ijapers.
WELLSPRINGS.
" Thou, even Thou, art Lord alone.,. Thou hast made heaven the heaVfJU
01 heavens, with all their host, the earth and all things that are therein,
the seas, and all that is therein, and Thou preservest them all,. and
the host 01 heaven worshippeth Thee."-NEHEMIAH ix. 6.
b is a good thing if, in the establishing of the heart in grace, the child
of God is taught and brought to rest upon the absolute sovereignty
of his God, even if the lesson is inwrought by devious, painful, and
humbling lessons. The best of us are dull scholars, slow learners,
forgetful children in Christ's school. But in His compassion He
does not put us off. He deals with us as little infanta in the lowest
form; as we are able to bear it, "here a little and there a little; line
upon line, precept upon precept". And some of our best and most
abiding lessons in the school of grace have only been arrived at by
a slow and painful process and many years, it may be, of learning.·
The sovereignty of God is one of the grand themes running through
His Holy Word, and oh! what a blessed rest to be brought there,
not only to sing about" that sweet will of Thine ", but to rest upon
it, aye, and bow to it, in humble subjection and to rejoice that our
Lord is King.
It is a mercy to be able to say, as wave upon wave of sorrow follows
in quick succession, " It is the Lord: let Him. do what seemeth Him
good ". "The Lord gave, ami the 'Lord hath taken away; blessed
be the name of the Lord."
It is a great mercy when tempest lowers, winds are contmry, and wave
upon wave threatens to capsize our little bark, to be able to leave all
in His sovereign hands "to choose and to command ", without a
question, without a doubt, but that He is working in perfect wisdom
and perfect love after the council of His own will. These things are
not against us but for us, since God, even our own God, is for us; and
therefore He Who has heaven and earth at His command is making
all these things, these bitter trials, these deep sorrows, these bereaving
providences, to work for our eternal good and His glory. The point
He brings His children to is to acknowledge, "Thou, even Thou, art
Lord alone; thou hast made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all
their host, the earth and all things that are therein, the seas, and all
that is therein, and Thou preservest them all; and the host of heaven
worshippeth Thee".
What a gloriously great ascription the Levites were inspired to
render tmto their God! What a comely sight that must have been
in the-eyes of their God when all " the children of Israel were assembled
with fasting and with sackclothes, and earth upon them; and the
seed of Israel separated themselves from all strangers and stood and
confessed their sins, and the iniquities of their fathers", and then

•

The Gospel Magazine

203

l'Chearsed through the Levites the righteous acts of the Lord, His
greatness and His mercy; His truth and the performance of His Word.
There is little acknowledgment and mourning for sin to-day! Is
it that" the seed of Israel" are not so separated from the strangers 1
Bnd. therefore their acknowledgment and fellowship is mingled;
nndistinctive, less pronounced than if with one heart they confessed
and sorrowed for sin. The word here, "Thou, even Thou, art Lord
alone ", is very grand. It is Jehovah, the sublime, incommunicable
name of God, peculiar to Himself. He is the self-existent One, the
Infinite, the great I Am, the Creator of all things, as Joseph Irons
sang,
U

Whose Being no beginning knows;

Whilst matchless splendour round Him flows,
And all thillgs wait His nod."

Jehovah is expressive more of the incommunicable essence and not
the name of office as Ambrose Serle teaches us. But how gracious
of Him not to leave us there, but in His grace and mercy,
favour and love, He has signified His" great kindness toward us",
"the exceeding riches of His grace" in pronouncing other titles
which assure our hearts that we who could otherwise have no place
before Him, are seen in and through Another, even our precious
Redeemer and Saviour, God's Fellow, His Well-beloved, His Equal.
Thus we are drawn near to Him, bound with cords of everlasting
love, and brought "nigh, so very nigh to God" in the person, work,
and merits of His dear Son. King Hezekiah, who has a very similar
Ilscnption to that of our text, brings this to view as he prayed before
the Lord and said, "0 Lord God of Israel, which dwelleth between
the cherubims, Thou art the God, even Thou alone, of all the kingdoms
of the earth. Thou hast made heaven and earth". There is an eye
to Christ there as Mediator, Redeemer, the One Who interposes on
our behalf-" The God of Israel". .
And it is your very sacred privilege, beloved reader, whatever the
occasion, be it as it was in Nehemiah's case, the confession of nationl'l
or personal sins, or as in Hezekiah's trouble on receiving the threatening
letter from the King Sennacherib, to go before the Lord, to bow in
humble subjection to the greatness of His power, His· might and
majesty; to rejoice in His sovereignty, to acknowledge,
"It is the Lord enthroned in light,
Whose ways are all Divine j

Who holds an undisputed right,
To govern me and mine."

Meanwhile we can plead the name of Jesus that the Father will deal
with us and draw us near unto Him in the person of His well·beloved
Son, and that He will show us how graciously and tenderly He will
have mercy upon us all for Jesus' sake. It is this which brings the
honour and glory to King Jesus. It is thus that glory redotmds to
His dear name. It is thus the Father is well pleased as He sees Jesus
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crowned the rightful King of saints. He is the l\fan spoken of in
Psa. viii. who is "crowned with glory and honour", and Whom God
His Father made to have dominion over the works of His hands.
All creation bows to King Jesus. All the redeemed creation much
more! "The host of heaven worshippeth Thee."
"Thou GOD art God / He only learns \y.\1at that great Name
most be,
Whose raptored heart within him burns because he walks
with Thee."

And this brings us to rejoice amid our tears when wc think that,
if the angelic host worship Him nnceasingly, how much more thl!
l'edeemed host, and our latest gathered beloveds among them, whoec
presence has been demanded. "Father, I will that they also whom
thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am; that they may behold
My glory." Jesus will have and rejoice in His blood-bought rights:
the angelic host rejoices, the redeemed throng around the throne
rejoices; and shall our praise be dumb, dear reader, even though it
be that family ties are snapped, and that one and another of our dear
ones leave us more· lonely upon earth ~ Oh! shall wc begrudge them
their joy and their dear Redeemer's joy ~ Nay! let us bow in humble,
meek submission, and sing of Him Whose sovereignty gave them breath
and life, who now hath an equally perfect right to recall them. He'
has gathered them unto eternal bliss, to know no morc pain and suffering; no more sin and sorrow; and they are with Him eternally shut
in and ceaselessly worshipping Him. Oh! may we seek grace to
know more of, to acquiesce in; and to be perfectly satisfied with the
sovereignty of our God. It is the doctrine that is most offensive to
the natural man. May the spiritual man the more delight in it. It
is too humblin'g for the carnal heal·t, but who amongst His children
does not increasingly desire tn cultivate that rare grace of humility,
and bow to the sovereign sway of their Jehovah-Jesus, whose kiJ gdom
ruleth over all, but in an especial way over them that believe ~ h
becomes increasingly comforting to think that all is under His supreme
will and control. .Our lives, our minutest circumstances, otll' steps,
o:ur goings,

OUI'

homes, our friends, our trials, our sorrows, our comforts

and crosses; our joys, yea, everything that concerns us in this time:
state is foreordained by Him and/is subject to His sovereign will
It is a glorious truth to embrace and hold fast., and little faith can rest
iu nothing short of it, and can never be satisfied with any if, or contingency, or chance. He orders all things after the counsel of Hi~
own will. All is fixed by Divine decree. All must come to pass as
He has willed it should. Nations and empires rise and fall at Hi~
command, ·His kingdom ruleth over all, His throne is prepared in the.
heavens. He putteth down one and setteth up another. All is
decreed by His Divine Majesty. But oh! beloved reader, you and
I, the little ones, the weaklings, the poor and despised, the lambs of
Jesu's fold, come under this royal canopy. We sing with the immortal
Watts :-
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"Thy throne et-ernal ages stood
'Ere seas or stars were made;

l'hou art the ever-living God,
Were all the nations dead."
•
In another. of his hymns wc sing :.. Life, death, and hell, and worlds unknown,
Hang on His firm decree;
He sits on no precarious throne

Nor borrows leave TO BE I"
Whilst we sing of His majesty and greatness and might, oh, what.
wondrons love is that which tells us that this great, high, and Holy One,
Who inhabiteth eternity, marks a sparrow's fall, and tells His children
that they are" of more value than many sparrows" to His heart of
love. They have cost Him his beloved Son. He freely gave Him up
for their redemption; and therefore with Him, what will He not, what
can He not do for them 1 His heart is sct upon them.' He cares
for them and watches over them night and day" lest any hurt ", and
will permit no evil to befall them. .Thus it is that all their times are
in His hand, and all the events of their lives from their first to their
last breath, are subject to His all-wise, all-loving decree. May faith
increasingly rest and delight in this sweet and soul-comforting truth,
that all that pertains to us in this time-state and assuredly in eternal
days, is subject to His Divine control, operation, and pleasure.
.. All must come and last and end
As shall please our heavenly Friend."
Oh! brethren, this is part of that "strong consolation" which
reaches the heart of the exercised, tried, perplexed, and sorrowing
child of God. He is thus enabled to wait meekly, wait silently, wait
in humble subjection to and desire for the perfect will of his God.
He flees for refuge to the Mighty One and can afIord to wait that
great day of disclosures when all hidden mysteries will be clear. and
plain, and when in His light he shall see light.
.
R.
doctrine of Election is among the deep mysteries of our God :
but the enunciation of it is as clear and precise as language can render
it. God hath, from all eternity, before the foundations of the world
.were laid, in the counscls of His. wisdom and love, selected out of the
mass of mankind a portion to be unto HinlseU vessels of mercy, honour,
and glory."-Dean Law.
" PARDON, strength and grace, arc not to be had, but from Christ.
He alone has them to give; and that you might see the necessity of
applying to Him for them, I have been cont.inually setting forth the
misery of fallen man, until he receives Christ Jesus the Lord for His
Saviour and His God, and the complete happiness he enjoys after he
has received Him."-William Romaine.
"TilE
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Sermonfi anll Notes of SetlllOnfi.
LEPROSY: A TYPE OF SIN.
A SERMON BY THE LATE REV. W. J. POLLOCK, M.A.,
FORMERLY CHAPLAIN OF THE BLIND ASYLUM, BRISTOL.
"There is no soundness in my flesh."-PSALM xxxviii. 7.
THE language of this Psalm is figurative. It is the language of one
who knew well the Book of God's law, its tyPes and its shadows.
Leprosy typifies sin. And it is fitting that we should consider sometimes under its appalling type, by which God represents it, the still
more appalling malady with which we are all infected. We all know
something about the plague of leprosy, or at least about that which
is taken for it. If a disease, which is found in the present to prevail
in the East, be leprosy; let me read to you a description given of it
by a traveller and writer of the seventeenth century: "At Sichem
there were' no less than ten lepers (the same number that were cleansed
by our Saviour not far from the same place) that came begging to us
at one time. Their manner is to come with small buckets in their
hands to receive the alllL~ of the charitable-their touch being still
held infeetious, or at least unclean. The distemper, as I saw it in
them, not only defiles the whole surface of the body with a foul scurf,
hut also deforms the joints of the body, particularly those of the
wrists and ankles . . . very loathsome to look at. The whole distemper indeed, as it there appeared, was so noisome, that it might
well pass for the utmost corruption of the human body on this side
of the grave" (Maundell)_
I have read this extract for the testimony's sake of an eye-witness;
and also that it might explain the figurative language of the 38th Psalm:
"My loins ", saith David, "are filled with a loathsome disease, and
there is no soundness in my flesh." Under the image of a leper then
view David, when you read this Psalm. He sits clothed with sackcloth and in ashes, alone and friendless. "My lovers and my friends
stand aloof from my sore, and my kinsmen stand afar off." And,
brethren, you may depend upon it, you know very little about real
contrition; I mean by that the bruising of the heart by Almighty
God, unless it has made your nearest hiends concerned about yon,
"s the relatives of Jesus were about Him, when they said, "He is
beside Himself". It was sin that was David's complaint. "Mine
iniqnities," he said, "are too heavy for me." He cannot find language
to describe that sin; he adopts, therefore, the sad cry of one afflicted
with an incurable bodily plague!
Ah, beloved friends, believe 'me, when a man fll1ds out what the
plague of his heart is, he will think no language too forcible to express
what he feels! The ten lepers" lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus,
}\{ast<lr, have mercy on us "; and it is.a like piteous, rending cry that
is raised to heaven by the sinner, bruised and tormented by his sin_
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"Jesus, Master!" It is a deep heart·groan ! "My gl'Oaning is not
hid from Thee" !
It is not of salvation that I speak now, but of conviction of sin.
Which of us can say, without hypocrisy, "The burden of sin is intolerable" 1 In other words, which of us is no hypocrite when, on his
knees, he makes each month tl.is 'confession' 1 Or, which of us,
since we have entered this Church, has not bcen guilty of hypocrisy
as we kneeled, using the words of the text in our liturgy, in the general
confession: "And there is no health in us" 1 Conviction is not a
mere discovery-it may be Judas-Iik~f. actual sin! It is the
upturning from its depths and revelation of a hcart full of deadly
enmity against all righteousness! It is the rinsing out by Almighty
pressure, before our eyes, of that 'crimson and scarlet'-that 'double
dye' of sin, seen by One above, which we had never seen before!
Oh, believe me, if you have not 1u1O,,;n what it is, the figurative
language which Isaiah applics to it is not too strong: "From the
sole of the foot even unto the head, there is no soundness in it, but
wounds and bmises and putrifying sores"; or, as David said, " Thel'e
is no soundness in my flesh".
When God convinces us that sin, which hardly troubled us before;
and complainta, about which we may have laughed, shut us up, as
in a prison, we learn what 'captivity' means, as it is applied to the
Lord's people in the Scriptures. "It if! as an iron cage from whwh we
cannot get out."
Our text, however, is not merely a confession, but a plea urged beforc
heaven, an all-powerful plea, if I understand what was in the mind
of David, when hc uttcred' these words. But we must be careful herc.
I do not mean it to be understood that 'sin' was David's plea beforc
the throne of heaven!
Take care, brethren, 'you do not make a mistake either! I believe
that many, through ignorance, do use as th~ir plea for mercy that
very thing, which is as the lightning conductor of God's wmth upon
the sinner's head! 'Sin' deserves nO mercy! 'Sinners' deserve no
mercy! No sin ever escaped the eye of God! and no sin ever did
or shall escape His wrath! His past sin, all of it, has been already
punished in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ; and there is thereIore "no condclllllation for thcm who arc in Christ Jesus ". Their
sin does not escape, for Jesus bore it. The only plea for mercy that
any sinner can have is, "Jesus Christ has come into the world" !
Urge this plea, brethren, this only before heaven! I believe it
has never fa.iled yet!
Tbe man after God's own heart was one" who meditated in His
law day and night ". We shall, therefore, not so easily find this man
(David) tripping, when he speaks of Divine things.
" Sins of iguorance " had, under the law, special sllcrifices appointed
for them. If pcople understood and considered this, they would be
more careIul how they fcll into error concerning the ways 'of the Lord;
and they would be still more carcful how they hetook t.hemselvcs to
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the foolish refuge of making iguorance an excuse for their sin. Here,
then, David speaks as an intelligent and sound believer in the promised
Saviour! He speaks as a Jew (not in name, but in heart) enlightened
in the spiritual import of the law! He speaks as one who, from the
teaching of the law (which was his schoolmaster to lead him to Christ),
understood what Christ was to do, and what offices He was to sustain!
But, dear brethren, there was a reality in all this knowledge! I
fear many grow in knowledge who do not grow in grace! Knowledge,
not watercd by the dew of 'grace, shall be like Jonah's gourd, quickly
springing up, and as quickly withering away. And oh, brethren,
knowledge about Divine mysteries will give you no shelter in the day
when Jesus shall be revealed from heaven in flaming fire!
The reality of knowledge is to know God, not merely the truths of
Scripture, but Himself, in Christ, for this is life eternal! David had
this, as we shall presently scc, if we turn to and read part of the 13th of
Leviticus, and consider the words of om text by the light of that
chapter. Read from the 9th to the 15th verses: "When the plague
of leprosy is in a man, then he shall be brought unto the priest/'
etc. Now forget for a moment that the words clean and unclean
are applied to leprosy; and see how they are otherwise applied by
God, respectively, to those who are, and to those who sre not, washed
by Him in His own blood! The little company of twelve sat with
Jesus. in that upper room at the last supper; and those solemn words
fell from His lips-" And ye are clean, but not all". "The Lord
knoweth them that are His"; and "He knew, too, who should
betray Him" !
But these two words describe not that little company only. They
describe all mankind. ' Clean' or ' unclean', one or the other we must
be! 'Wa.shed', or 'not washed'! Which are we 1 This passage from
Leviticus, if only God will be pleased to speak through it, shall show.
us!
Mark the peculiarity of the plague of leprosy, or rather, God's
commands respecting it. The leper is to be brought before the priest!
The priest is to observe the eruption of the plague! Is there an
appearance of life'in the flesh of the leper 1 Is there quick, or living
flesh, in the centre of the surrounding mOl,tification 1 The priest;
saith God, shall pronounce him unclean; "for he is unclean" !
"What," we might say, "we .thought that if there was life, there
might be hope."
But" God's thought.s are not our thoughts",
"pronounce him unclean; for he is unclean". But should a leper
be brought before the priest; and the leprosy be spread abroad in
the skin of him that hath the plague, from his head even to his foot,
wheresoever tile priest looketh. Then the priest shall consider; and
behold, if the leprosy have covered all his flesh, we should say, as we
should think, "there is no hope here"! "But God's thoughts are
not our thoughts", and His command is: "Pronounce him clean;
for he is clean".
.
Here, then, we have a picture of the priest, the leper, and the plague!

•

The Gospel Magazine

209

A.nd now the antitype! There is the High Priest above-Jesus
Christ. The lepers i-poor and sinful men and women. The plague!Sin. Every sinner must be brought to the priest!
.One by one we pass beneath His eye. Here is a sinner! His sin
is but as one spot; one small tiny spot; and there is an appearanoo
of health in it; there is an appearance of life there. What is his
confession 1 That he is a sinner! but not altogether so. He persuades
himself there is some life in him; he persuades others that there is ;
he tries to pel'suade God! He says, " Lord, I will follow you whithersoever you go "! Or, vows some foolish vow before God of amendment-" Lord, what good thing shall I do 1" He tlllnks to please
God by setting about whatever He commands; or mumbles some lip
prayers, as if to show God he is in earnest, that he is alive! Ah; he
surely knows not the "searching eye of Him with whom he had to
do "! He surely believes not God's testimony of man-" There is
none that doeth good"! "They are all become abominable"!
They are all " dead in trespasses and sins"! Take him away, "he
is unclean " !
Ab, brethren, " if we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves, and
the truth is not in us". " There is a generation that are pure in their
own eyes, and yet are not wa-shed from their sin."
. But, here is another sinner! He comes bene~,th the great priest's
eye! "Sin covers him from head to foot"; no appearance of 'life
outwardly, wherever the" priest looks "-" all dead ".! "Nil promises
of amendment"! He once promised many things, but never kept.
them! No attempts to deceive God into a belief that he is other
than he is " by lip prayer"! No thought is good, but" every thought
only evil continually"; yea, "every imagination". Every wish
COlTUpt; for instead of wishing "to be with God, and to walk with
God ", he has" departed from Him". He has turned with the· rest.
.to his own way. His heart is treacherous! His understanding dark!
His ways crooked! All this he feels. All this He bewails! And
his words are David's words: "There is no soundness in me". "Pronounce him clean; for he is clean."
Brethren, no man ever found this out in himself, and so confessed
this oj himself in secret before God, without being taught it. of God
the Holy Ghost. "For a natural man receiveth not the things of
the Spirit of God"; and therefore must be taught by the Spirit
before he can feel and confess this.
So, then, brethren, when we (as David) come before the Lord Jesus.
and with an upward look of utter helplessness, say, "Lord, if Thou
wilt, Thou canst make me clean ", we urge not our sin, or unsoundness,
as our plea for mercy. but we urge before Him His own gracious and
priestly character and His power; and remind Him that He is wont
to save sllch as we ale. "Our fathers trusted in Thee; they trusted,
and Thou didst. deliver them" (Paa. xxii.).
~ut let me give you the probable reason of this peculiar command
<if God regarding lepers. When there appeared no life; when (as we
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have heard} the leprosy covered the man from head to foot, he was
to be pronounced 'clean'. The appearance of the plague all over the
body was a sign that this fearful malady had been driven out to the
surface of the body; and that the V'itals were sound. And He who
looks upon the heart sees indeed the sin, like leprosy, covering His
child; but He recognized, notwithstanding all that child's protestations of ntter unworthiness and sin, the new heart, which is ever
towards the Lord and which He Himself has given, causing the
captivity of Jacob to return. "Father," says the child, "I have
sinned against heaven and before Thee, and am no more worthy to be
called Thy son." " But," saith the Father to His servant, "bring
forth the best robe, and put it on him; for this My son was dead,
and is alive again, 'he was lost and is found" !
But, brethren there is the other aspect of the 'leprosy'; when
the malady is not driven out to the surface; when there is but one
spot appearing outside upon the body, be sure that the vitals are
unsound! And that the high priest's eye, which none of us can
cacape, perceives well when the sinner's confession is a mere mockery,
a counterfeit, an imitation of the groa.ning of the broken heart; and
that high priest can never be deceived! "Man looketh upon the
outward appearance, but God looketh upon the heart"! And a8
long as the sinner is in his sin, and feels it not; as long as he is 'dead'
to God, and knows it not; while he thinks that there is something in
his own nature which is not corrupt, that sinner is lying among the
'unclean' .

True confession is the work of God! "I create" (saith the Lord)
" the fruit of the lips." And wh~n He causes the poor sinners, as the
leper without the camp, to cry, " Unclean, unclean"; when He causes
him, who says within himself, "The Lord has utterly separated me
from His people", to say, "There is no sotmdness in my flesh";
" while they are yet speaking He will hear; before they call He will
3,nswer ". "Peace to him that is afar off, and to him that is near;
and I will heal him" !
Brethren, there is enough in the words of the text to teach us to
cease expecting to bring a clean out of an unclean thing! or to make
that sound, whieh God has declared unsound; or to make that alive
which God has said is "dead, because of sin", that is our flesh, our
old nature. We carry about us, let us remember (I speak to believers),
something that is 'dead' to' God. And let me say also, that this
expression of the condition of our old nature 'death', is not merely
figurative, however forcible, even if so taken, it may appear. The.
day is coming when we shall all fully understand wbat spiritnal death
is! In the meantime, we will be wise, if we forget not, that all ' life'
is in Cbrist; we shall tben cease to be surprised if we do not draw
momentarily the breath of spiritual life from Him, that we feel so
cold and lifeless! David knew where his life was! As he showed in
the last verse of the Psalm, "~l:ake baste to help me, 0 Lord, my
salvation 'J.
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And brethren, if our life be in the Son of God, though all tillsoundness,
though all death be in our own corrupt natures, life shall never fail
us! Spil-itual life shall never cease to flow. Eternal life shall
never be taken away. "He that drinketh of the water that I will
give~him shall never thirst."
"Come boldly to the throne of grace,"
and say, "Lord, evermore give us of this water."
Brethren, I have spoken of the remarkable peculiarity of the plague
of leprosy, as it is shown in the book of Leviticus; but, there is as deep,
a deeper mystery, in sin! There is the striking, invariable fact
meeting us every day, of which this peculiarity in leprosy is a type,
that no man, who is altogether tillsound in heart, knows; because no
man feels that he is 'dead' in sins. And, on the other hand, there i"
no man sound in heart--God having given him a 'new heart '-but ~
thinks because he feels that his "body is dead because of sin n.
There is not one among you, in whom the Spirit of God is not, who
is unconscious of his disinclination to close intimacy with the living
God in Christ Jesus; and yet not one such but thinks he can, when he
likes, rise up, and live to God! (see Article X of the Church of England,
and compare it with Scripture). There is not one among you, brethren,
in whom the Spirit of God is not, who (if he confesses within himself,
or to .others, he is a sinner) does mean by his confession a very different
thing from that which David's confession means-" There is no
soundness in my flesh". It is inwardly qualified: a natural man
will not allow, either to himself or to others, that there is nothing
but. corruption in his nature. And if anything shows his state of
spiritual death more than another it is his daring confidence, when
God has said he is 'dead' in thinking himself otherwise!
But, I must not omit to mention (and oh! bear with me in faithfulness) other cases, which are often, too often, met with. There is
the passive acquiescence in a form of confession such as that in om
text: the lips and feelings contradicting eaeh other; five minutes,
'one min.ute, will disclose whether the confession is really meant or
not. Oh! I know no state of a sinner more dead (if there could be
degrees in spiritual death) than that which will chime in with every
confession of the people of God, no matter how extreme (and, brethren
the confession is an extreme) while at the same time, the confession
is neither understood nor meant!
And oh! take care; it is in sueh places as this in which we are
assembled, that such forms as the latter, of spiritual death, are chiefly
found. The very repetition of Divine service (when the savour of
the name of Jesus is not unto life) becomes the means of stopping
up every avenue against the' entrance of the truth! I know of no
state which lets, so easily as this, the most searching testimony of
God's Word pass~ off without impression. One comfort we have,
which is the discomfort of the world, the sovereignity of God! That
where man thinks he sees an impossibility of conversion, "all things
are possible with God"!
Try, brethren, whether your own feeling daily agrees with David's-.
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"There is no soundness in my flesh". Try, whether you can use it
without any inward qualification! It is a matter between yourselves
and God! And if the Holy Ghost has been pleased to show you that
there is no health, no life, in you, i.e., your flesh, then let your sure
refuge and your cry be David's again: '~Make haste to Mlp me, 0
L<Rd, my salvation".
THE THREE APPEARINGS OF CHRIST.

"Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Alm~ghty, which was, and is, and is to
come." "Grace be unto you, and peace trom Ilim which is, and
which wa.s, and whieh is to cOme."-REv. iv. 8; i. 4.
THE three appearings of the central Person of the Trinity as given
in Heb. ix. 24-28 in the New Testament, discover by a careful comparison a beautiful" counterpart in the twenty-second, twenty-third,
and twenty-fourth Psalms in the Old Testament. May the Holy
Spirit enlighten ns while we dwell on Him "which was, and is, and
is to come ", and compare the passages separately and together.
. The coming of the Lord Jesus Christ in its threefold aspect is plainly
put before us in Heb. ix. "Hath He appeared" (v. 26). This refers
to His coming in the past to redeem His Church. In the fore·ordained
counsels of the Triune Jehovah, the Church was chosen" before the
foundation of the world". In the fullness of time Christ came to "put
away sin by the sacrifice of Himself ". He gave His life a sacrifice
for sin, thereby making peace between a righteous God and unrighteous
men. The Saviour came willingly to seek and to save His people
and bring back His own to Himself. None will be lost for whom He
died. ,', Now to appear" (v. 24). His present appearing is not on'
earth. It is" in the presence of God for us ". There He is appearing
for us ' now'. He told His disciples ere He left them, " I go to prepare
a place for you". How far the preparation of that' place' depended
on His present work of intercession for His people, during the time
that the Chnrch, His body, has been in process of birth and production,
mortal man cannot know. Perchance but for the incessant upholding
intercession of the Saviour" in heaven itself ", final victory and deliverance for the Church of God from the world, the flesh, and the devil,
would have been impossible, and the 'place' prepared would have
held no occupants. The presence of the Lord Jesus Christ is needed
, now' in the presence of God for us, to preserve the universe from
devil usurpation, and to keep believers from spiritual death and
destruction. Surely a far vaster part than we imagine of Christ's'
preparing work is prayer! "Shall He appear" (v. 28). This third
and last appearing is future. Yet it is the blessed hope of the Church;
It is an ever-present hope of a future blessing suddenly becoming a'
present reality. A living hope is man's greatest mainspring. Happy
is the man who knows the Lord as his Saviour; thrice happy is the
man who knows the hope of His return !
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Now let us pass to the three Psalms mentioned for corroboration
of these three appearings. Psalm xxii. records the first appearing;
there the agonizing work of redemption is portrayed. The Redeemer
, appeared' on earth in the past, and finished Hi.~ work of redemption.
The first part of the Psalm describes this in pathetic language, which
melts the heart with love begotten of love. Then from the 22nd verse
on, it is a song of victory, certain and triumphant. The mighty work
which the LOTd Jesus Christ came to do is completed, accepted, and
acknowledged, and He " will declare (His) name unto (His) brethren ".
Psalm xxiii. depicts the present' appearing' of our Lord for us. Only
it is the reverse side of it from that given in Hebrews. Not here is
the Shepherd King represented as above with His Father. Here He
ia put before us as below with His sheep, guiding, keeping, feeding,
recalling them; ever amongst them, ever protecting them; .never
forgetting them, never forsaking them. David the great shepherd
king extols a greater Shepherd King. He commences with positive
assurance, recounts every step of the way, and closes with triumphant
hope. Psalm xxiv. shows the last and future 'appearing' of Christ.
The writer refers to two victorious returns through uplifted' gates '.
Albeit, Hebrew poetry abounds in repetition; apparently there is a
deeper meaning here than merely repeating the· same thought. In
the latter return all the redeemed are with Christ gathered up together
and accompanying Him. The' mighty' Lord of hosts has His mighty
'·hosts ' about Him. But this is anticipating. Let us take the Psalm
in order. It opens with a reference to the creation of the world (vv. 1,2),
then· dwells on the Church for whom Christ has done 'battle', and
proved Himself 'mighty', all along the ages. Next, David by
inspitation, voices the momentous question, "Who is the King of
glory 1 " and desires the uplifting of the " everlasting doors that the
King of glory may "come in". Lastly he repeats the enquiry and·
acclamation. Why this two-fold acclamation, coupled with a twofold return to glory 1 Why the slight change in the words 1 I take
it that the first time the' gates' wete lifted' up " it was to receive
the Lord Jesus Christ alone after His sojourn on earth to die. The
second time it will be to receive Hi lIl once more accompanied with
His gathered 'hosts' , the whole complete body of believers, to 'go
no more out'. Thus the two-fold acclamation depicts the two-fold
return of the Lord to heaven. When He returned to His Father's
right hand after His work of redemption was finished, He was
acclaimed and received as "The Lord strong and mighty", "The
Lord mighty in battle" (00. 7, 8). As such He is still acknowledged.
By His intercessory prayers up yonder, He wages a ' mighty' warfare
for us 'now', and does' battle' with our foes. There is a ehange,
therefore, in 00. 9, 10. Finally and for ever the acclamation reads,
"The Lord of hosts, He is the King of glory". Hence the 'everlasting doors' must open to receive Him again, and we know not
how soon that may be. On this second and final return to glory,
His entire' hosts' are with Him, never to be p:nted from Him more,
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and all ' battle' will be over for ever. The days of conflict and fighting for the Church will be past. Meanwhile the Old Testament and
the New correspond. for Christ gave the same charge to the Church
in His day that is here given to the' gates'. Seemingly in Psalm xxiv.
the Church calls aloud to the heavens to receive the Almighty' King'
-perchance all nature will join in the cry, even as all nature has suffered
from the fall! When our Lord was on earth He addressed the same
words to the Church. " Lift up your heads" "when these things (see
Luke rn. 25-28) begin to come to pass". The Lord's exhortation
still holds good. It is His word of precious encouragement to us
now-" Lift up your heads"! How can we 1 why may we 1 with
sin. sorrow, death. confusion all round. Because the Lord Christ
has' appeared '. in dying for us, in daily life with us, and He will
, appear' in resurrection power to receive us. He died for His people
, once'. 'Now' He lives with us below and intercedes for us above.
And He is 'coming again. Beloved. we can, we may, "Lift up (our)
heads" in holy hope and in exultant expectation. ~or" He that
shall wme, will come."
His work is to redeem, to reassure, and to return. Hence in the
three Psalms we have the" mighty to save" set forth in three aspects,
as Saviour, Shepherd, Sovereign. The redeeming Saviour, the restoring
Shepherd, and the reigning Sovereign. The Saviour suffering and
succouring; the Shepherd seeKing and supporting; the Sovereign
satisfied with His safely set up kingdom. There will theil be no mora
pain, or loss, 01' warfare; His work for us will be accomplished and
the end will be achieved. What a glorious anticipatien! Truly we
may" Lift up (our) heads".
A comprehensive'. summary of the subject is contained in three
sentences commonly called short, but oh! how far-reaching in import !
'-from Rom. xv., "Now.the God of hope". "Now the God of peace",
" Now the God of patience" (00. 13, 33, 5). "Now the God of hope."
The past work of redemption gives us hope; hope that began with
our first spiritual breath, but everlasting in its continuation and its
issues. "Now the God of" peace." The knowledge of redemption
brings present and evedasting peace. Peace, Spirit-born and Spiritgiven, for our daily experience, because the Lord Jesus Christ has
made it for us by His precious blood. "Now the God of patience."
Well may the Child of God wait patiently for that future yet certain
harvest of life from the dead; for 'the Husbandman' Himself
"waiteth . . . . and hath long patience for it" too! His coming
will terminate both the waiting and the patience for each. Then
the work of hope, peace and patience will end in full fTUition. By
reason of redemption and by reason of His certain coming again,
and because He is "now . . . in the presence of God for us", may
we ever be active in service. and be kept ' now' in hope, peace and
patience, "Till He come ".
ELB-ANOR CONYERS BOWER.

Bexley, Kent.

•

The Gospel Magazine

215

THE COMPANY AND COMMUNION OF SAINTS.

I.'

"COMPANIONS if we find, alas! how soon they're gone." So Hart
said in a hymn he wrote. The hymn, as many of us may know, is
in two parts. In the first part he depicts the sorrows, cares, conflicts
and labours that the children of God meet with in this valley of tears,
this waste, howling wilderness; in the last verse he brings the mourning
soul down to combat with death, an inevitable and ghastly foe. In
the second part of the hymn the sun has risen upon the new earth;
and the comfort, the help, and the strength that the Lord gives His
blessed, happy children are sung of in every verse, and when the Amen
is reached, death is about to be swallowed up in victory, and the
redeemed sojourner to be landed with the happy" company that's
gone from cross to crown, from thrall to throne". Of them the people
of God think, no doubt very frequently, and at times either for love
or through weariness and vexation "wish themselves among them".
anticipating the time when for ever being emancipated from earthly
things, thy will, like the Apostles, go to their own company. How
often during their lives it has been their happy lot to leave the toils of
the way, and gather with the saints in the house of God; there to feel
that the love of the Father, the life and death of Jesus, the indwelling
and teaching of the blessed Spirit 1.-nit them together incomparably
as nothing else could. It has been in reality their" own company"
from before the foundation of the world, when the purpose of God
according to election was planned. Now that that purpose might
stand they h!,d been let go by the powers of darkness and spiritual
death, and gathered irresistibly to their own people, never to be
separated from them. Hence when the preacher spoke out of the fullness
of his living heart, he spoke the intents of theirs; one hope, hope in
God pervaded the place; one strength supplied the feeble and those
that were as David; one confidence and trust sustained the sinking
h.Ind and aching knees, and if they did not sing, at least they would
feel,
"My so.nl shall pray for Zion still
While life and health remains;
There my best friends, my kindred dwell,
There God my Father reigns."
And Christ has undertaken to be there with blessings, even if as with
the children in the furnace He makes but the fourth.
" 0 what blest communion's that, when the Lord Himself is there"
-blessed when they are with Him in the holy mount; blessed on the
way to Emmaus; blessed in the gentle home at Bethany; still blessed
on the stormy lake when the communion consists of a despairing cry
for help on the one side, the peace-speaking word of deliverance and
salvation on the other. Blessed communion and company when the
glory of the Lord filled the house of the Lord, so that the priests could
not stand to minister; blessed also when Jacob was left alone to wrestle
with the angel and to prevail.
15
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" Did I not see thee in the garden with Him?" ·An enemy asked
Peter the question, and he denied his Lord. It may be that afterwards
when he went out and wept bitterly, he knew what it meant to be
"in the garden with Him", when he looked upon Him whom he had
pierced, and mourned, when there were no words for his prayer, when
he could only weep and watch and wait with a broken heart and B
contrite spirit. Oh to know more and oftener of what it means to
be in the garden with Him, to love as those do who have been forgiven
much, to be washed in the peace-speaking blood of Jesus and to realize
that the place whereon we stand is holy ground.
FOLLOWER-ON.

"BE STILL, AND KNOW THAT I AM GOD."
ON one of these fearful days of national stress and strain these were
the first words on the calendar for the day, "Be still, and know that I
am God". The sweetness and calm they produced are still in my
heart. They have comforted our forefathers in ages past with their
strong consolation; they comforted many of us during the late desperate
European war; and if the Lord tarry they will comfort many dear
souls yet. The Psalm in which the words occur has often been named,
" Luther's Psalm ", because it was such a source of strength and cheer
to him. He wrote his beautiful hymn by its inspiration. The great
reformer as well as the lowly shepherd have been supported by itand have experienced the reality of knowing, "I am God", to their
exceeding joy in deliverance.
"Be still." In a previous verse there is the invitation, "Come,
behold the works of the Lord", indicating movement. "Come."
Dear reader, it is not" Go", but "Come". It implies drawing
near to Him to behold, and suggestive of His pointing out to His dear
child the wonders He has wrought. Whilst gazing much, dear reader,
they are all works of deliverance under His direct action. " He
mnketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth; He breaketh the bow
and cuUeth the spear in sunder; He burneth the cha.riot in the fire."
Yes, from Him and Him only cometh deliverance. Man is at his
extreme point of bewilderment and distress now, not knowing what
to do or suggest. This is the point He means to bring us to. We
see then our entire dependence upon Himself. We know the saying
which has been proved over and over again by the Lord's people,
"Man's extremity is God's oppprtunity". The hopelessness and
overpowering surroundings fill with utter dismay, but it is just at this
moment God steps in with His power and preservation. One can
imagine His gentle hand on the shoulder and saying tenderly, "Be
still, be quiet, don't move, wait patiently, and know that I am God ".
Why does He ask us to be still as we behold? First that we may
re-assuringly know that He is God, our God. We understand by sight
as we gaze and perceive that He is working on our behalf, as we see
Him making wars to cease, breaking the bow, cutting the spear,
burning the chariot-all indicating peace.
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He also gives us His future purpose, "I will be exalted among the'
heathen, I will be exalted in the earth". This is the design-His
own glory-the design through all His dealings. Only the loving'
heart that is resting and being still can read the lines, and that not
always. The undercurrent of His ways cannot be clearly' discerned
by the beloved of the LOrd; for He has not revealed all, but ye, who
love Him and are beloved by Him, jealous for His honour and glory"
hww that" He rides upon the storm ", and" He sitteth above the
water floods". He sees the undercurrent, He sees the ground-swell,
He sees the treacherous calm above, but when" He maketh the storm
a calm, the waves thereof are still ", and His people are" glad because
they be quiet; so He bringeth them unto their desired haven ".
Dear reader, so foolish are we and ignorant, we want to see and
understand when He kindly veils our eyes. What satisfaction that
"nevertheless" gives; "Nevertheless, I am continually with Thee.
Tlunt hast holden me by my right hand ", the hand of action. Oh!
how disastrously our right hand would have operated if it had not
been holden by Him. "Tlunt shalt guide me with Thy counsel."· Let
us listen to Him, and not be .led away by plausible men. "And
afterward receitJe me to glory."
" The'" Lord shall we fully know,
Not till the", how much we owe."

Even on earth He gives us so much; the sweetness of communion, the
joy of answered prayer, the bright uplook, stores of treasures in
His word, the delight of His continual presence; but He hath yet
". many things to say".
"What eye hath seen them, what mind conceived them,
What heart hath dreamed of the things concealed.
The joys prepared for the Lord's beloved
To those who seek them, alone revealed."
The Holy Spirit will gnide into all truth; and our loving Lord Jesus
said, "He shall glorify Me; for He shall receive of Mine, and shall
show it unto you".
" Your life is hid with Christ in God." Link this with, "Be still
and know that I am God ". Meditate upon the sweetness of it. I
am, I am, "Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever"
always" I am ". "Fear not, little flock." Your life is hid with
Christ. He is ever acceptable and accepted in the Father's sight
and heart---" My beloved Son in whom I am well pleased ".
"Your life is hid with Christ in God
Beyond the reach of harm."
Satan cannot touch you. He threa.tens. He howls. He uses all his
power; but all in vain against the Christ-hidden life. The Lord protects
His people. "He suffered no man.to do them wrong. Yea, He
reproved kings for their sakes; saying, Touch not mine anointed
and do My prophets no harm." "Why persecutest thou Me.1'
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How is it "Me ", Christ Himself, when Saul was persecuting His
people 1 Because their lives were hid with Christ, therefore Himself.
The erstwhile persecutor, when his eyes were graciously opened, wrote
later, "Christ in you, the hope of glory".
" Be still; and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the
heathen." Among the heathen. Does not this expression distinguish
between the heathen and" my people ". "Exalted among the heathen."
"Israel in whom I will be glorified." "I am glorified in them ",
He said of His beloved disciples. Lest we should infer He spoke only
of His disciples then with Him, and thereby be discouraged, He pleaded,
"Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe
on Me through their word: that they all may be one; as Thou, Father,
art in Me and I in Thee, that they also may be one in Us ". How
lovingly He provides for the fears of His people, and is so implicitly
definite in His provisions. "I will be exalted among the heathen.
I will be exalted in the earth." When He called· His people to come
and to "behold the works of the Lord, what desolations He hath made
in the earth, He proceeds to graciously unfold His purposes in the desolations. "I will be exalted in the earth." The very desolations display
His exaltation. Oh! child of God, come, behold, be still, rejoice.
"The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge."
He is the Lord of holy hosts, countless hosts ready to fulfil His pleasure;
and God of Jacob, poor, weak, fearful Jacob. Thus He speaks to
thy heart and to my heart. "The very hairs of your head are all
numbered." How dear, how precious, to Him His blood-bought
possession when He numbers each hair on the head, all numbered.
"With us." "The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is
our refuge." Whom then shall we fear 1 "If God be for us, who
can be against us 1" "Fear not little flock, it is your Father's good
pleasure to give you the kingdom." "The beloved of the Lord shall
dwell in safety by Him; and the Lord shall cover· him all the day
long. and he shall dwell between His sho)llders."
NETTlE.

A ROYAL CONNECTION.
that" the powers that be are ordained of God" (Rom.
xiii. 1), it is right and fitting they should be persons of interest to
their people. It is a wholesome sign when kings and queens dwell
in the hearts of their subjects. "God save the King" is a very ancient
prli-yer (1 Sam. x. 24). It was never more important than in these
days that those who fear God should remember the direction that
"supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks" be made
for" Kings and for all that are in authority" (1 Tim. ii. 1, 2).
. Apart from their public duties there is, perhaps, no part of a king's
or prince's life that appeals more to the sentiments of his people than
his marriage. It is one event in which the subject feels such a personal
interest that for the moment the barrier between ruled and ruler
CONSIDERING
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seems to be swept aside by, the onrush of a wave of far-reaching
sympathy and affection.
Writers have seized hold of this fact in order. to' weave imaginal'Y
stories of princes becoming allied in marriage to subjects of humble
birth. Such unions are not to be commended. But whilst secular
writers choose to romance about them, we find a real incident of this
character recorded in authentic history, and it was not a success.
Briefly stated the case was as follows: A farmer~s son was enabled
to achieve a great victory for his country. He was a God-fearing
youth and acted from a high sense of duty. Having delivered his
people from the pressing danger he would willingly have retnrned to
his quiet home, but his deeds were reported to the king. This ruler
was of a highly jealous nature. He could not but admire the bravery
of the man, bnt he was envious of his success and deliberately planned
a scheme to bring him into disfavour with the great people about the
court.
He insisted that the young man should marry his (the king's)
daughter.. When apprised of this decision the farmer's son exclaim,ed :
"Seemeth it to you a light thing to be a king's son·in·law, seeing
that I am a poor man and lightly esteemed?" The history is well
'
known. It is found fully recorded' in 1 Sam. xviii. 23, etc.
The foregoing has not been written in the form adopted simply to
raise the curiosity of the reader, and to fill up a given space, but it.
has been set forth in a special manner in order that opportunity may
be given for further consideration.
.
David was very sensible of the difference between his own social
standing and that of the royal family. Some of David's brothers were
:in the army, and he had been brought lip to a shepherd's life, even
though his father was a man of some considerable position, a position
which wananted his sending a courteous present to the officers; but
this yeoman life was utterly nnlike that of the court, and, therefore,
no wonder David, with his kindly unaffected disposition, hung back
from an offer which would have seemed so attractive to many.
And now comes the important point to be considered. What has
this event in David's life to do with us? Surely it is fnll of instruc'
tion.
'
Writer and reader have not just succeeded in obtaining a decisive
victory for their country. Far from it. Those who have not already
believed in the Lord Jesus as their Saviour and their All-are really
in the position of condemned criminals, and to them, as such, God,
in marvellous love and mercy, sends a wonderful message. He pities
men's terrible condition, He proclaims not only pardon, but adoption
into His family. The Lord :Tesus has by His perfect obedience, His
suffering and His atoning death obtained eternal redemption, and
through Him alone there can be adoption :into the family of God
(Heb. ix. 12; Gal. iv.5),
The, position of those who have attended to God's Word, and who
have looked by faith to the Lord Jesus and who have believed in Him,
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is this: they are adopted into God's family, they are made sons
and daughters, "children, heirs-heirs of God and joint-heirs'with
Christ" (Rom. viii. 17). They receive an inheritance (an heir's
portion) incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away,
reserved in heaven (1 Peter i. 4). They" shall receive the crown of
life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love Him" (James
i. 12). Now, it is tl1le, they see these glorious blessings" through a
'glass darkly; but then face to face: now they know in part; but
then they shall know even as also they are known" (1 Cor. xiii. 12).
These glories are not of this earth, " eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,
neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God
hath prepared for them that love Him " (1 Cor. ii. 9).
Beloved, seeing ye know these things, beware lest ye be led away
hyerror from true stedfastness (see 2 Peter iii. 17).
P. I. B.

SPIRITUAL MEDITATIONS.
" And they shall see His face; and His name shall be in their foreheads."
. -REV. xxii., 4. '
'fHIS is spoken to, and is the future portion of, all the Lol"d's people.
This is the great and glorions end God had in view in their eternal
election unto Himself: There are favoured moments with them on
earth when they obtain a glimpse of His face. This is when the
Blessed Spirit is sweetly working in their souls, and drawing out into
exercise that faith of His own implanting in their hearts.· Oh, ,these
are good times with them, bnt so short and fleeting, no sooner come
than gone; yet sufficient to att~st to their hearts the preciousness,
power, beauty, glory and sweetness of Divine and eternal realities,
and make them long to be swallowed up in them.
It is the face. of God in the Lord Jesus Christ which God's people
are to behold through the countless ages of eternity, His glory shining
in and through Him, His Beloved Son; and we may 'be sure it will
be such a sight 8S will ravish their hearts to all eternity. This sight
will render them capable of yielding pure worship to God, even the
God of their salvation; they shall most clearly discern the lines of
mel"cy and tmth meeting" each other, and righteousness and peace
embracing each other in Him; and they shall know that therein lies
their everlasting security from that wrath of God which they once
incurred by the fall of Adam, and their guilt in personal transgression
flowing therefrom.
They shall clearly discern their election of God, and so be enabled
to worship and adore God the Father. They shall as clearly see their
complete and eternal redemption by God the Son, and be enabled to
worship and adore Him. And as clearly shall they behold their
deliverance from spiritual death, their call by grace, their leading and
teaching by God the Holy Spirit, and their having been kept by His
power in all their journeyings through a world lying in the wicked

The Gospel· Magazine

221

one, and notwithstanding the body of sin and death they were
burdened with on earth; and so shall worship and adore Him. The
love of their souls will thus be twined aronnd and fixed upon a Triune
God; and this will afford them a happiness without alloy, and without
an end.
How clearly shall they see that their standing before Him is· a
standing in grace; for they will all be there on no other footing than
that of rich, free, and sovereign grace, reigning through the righteousness of Christ, and all secured to them and made over to them by
electing love and ·invincible grace.
If then a sip of this new wine causes such a heaven below to a regenerated soul, what must it be to drink it continually with Jesus, in the
land that is very far off 1 Can we, then, say with the poet ;.. 0 send me down a draught of love,
Or take me hence, to drink above;
Here Marah's waters fill my cup,
But there all griefs are swallowed up."
Liverpool, Mar. 22, 1877.
G. A.

,

. [This beautiful and touching Meditation was found amongst the
late Mr. George Alexander's papers. It has never been published.EDITOR.]

ALL DIVINE TRUTH CENTRED IN THE PERSON
OF CHRIST.
THERE is one specially characteristic feature and property of the
Gospel-that salvation in all its aspects is summed up in the person
of Chrijlt. Every doctrine is precious; but only as it glorifies Him.
Each promise, each precept, each ray of truth is precious; but their.
preciousness consists in their relation to Him. The centre and sum
of all blessing, all joy, all hope, is the person of Jesus. He is the
Father's beloved Son; He is the One in whom the Father is well
pleased. By Hi!!" were all things made;' by Him all things consist.
. In the days when men supposed that the earth occupied the centre
of the universe, and that the sun and the stellar worlds revolved
around us every twenty-four hours, there were motions of the planets
that could not be accounted for on the theory then held. But when
the truth was revealed to the mind of Copernicus that the sun was
the centre of our planetary system, all became at once intelligible
and harmonious.
Similarly, when men sit in judgement upon the Scriptures of truth,
and imagine themselves competent to understsnd its teachings independently of the illumination of their Author, all is darkness and
confusion. But when by the Divine favour we are enabled to view
all truth centring in the person of Christ, we begin to perceive its
beauty and harmony.
It is obvious, literally, that the nearer we get to the centre of a
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circle, the nearer we are relatively to every part of the circumference.
In one view, this is a paradox; but it is perfectly correct, and is even
demonstrated by Euclid.
" A circle is a plane figure contained by one line, which is called
the circumference, and is such that all straight lines drawn from a
certain point within the figure to the circumference are equal to one
another. And this point is called the centre of the circle" .-(Book I,
definitions 15 and 16).
" If any point be taken in the diameter of a circle which is not the
centre, of all the straight lines which can be drawn from it to the
circumference, the greatest is that in which the centre is, and the
other part of that diameter is the least ".-(Book Ill, proposition 7.)
The truth of God cannot be understood by any effort of a finite
mind, or measured by any human line; but it is plain that, the nearer
we are drawn and attached to Christ, the more full and harmonious
will be our apprehension of all the parts and consonant aspects of
the truth concerning Him, and the more fruitful will be our experience
of His grace. The Lord Jesus is the Truth: the desirable thing therefore is to get 80 near to Him as to perceive the balanced harmony of
all teaching relating to His person and His work, Every prophecy,
every doctrine, every promise, every precept, bears some relation to
Him; and to learn of Himself, to know His mind, is to appreciaW
at its true value and in its true proportion, each truth radiating from
the centre.
I am very free to confess that in the later years of life the truth of
God, the faith once for all delivered unto the saints, expands and
enlarges its boundaries. Not that there are, or can be; any new truths,
or any additions to truth; but that, in proportion as our capacity
for receiving and enjoying knowledge appears to us to diminish and
oontract, the horizon widens illimitably. It may be an open
question whether Paul (in Ephesians iii. 18), in writing of" the breadth,
and length, and depth, and height", refers to the love of Christ
exclusively, or to the mystery revealed in the earlier verses of the
chapter. It surely is without question that as our experience of the
love of Christ extends its breadth and length, our admiring faith
perceives new depths and heights in the holy mysteries of redemption.
It is of supreme importance ever to' remember that the revelation
of truth in Holy Scripture is both perfect and complete. Nothing
can be added thereto: nothing may be taken therefrom. All that
is necessary for us to know during .this our earth-bound condition
has been breathed by the Holy Spirit into the minds of His penmen,
and by them written on the sacred pages of truth. Truth is thus
doubly sealed to us: it is spoken and written. "Unto the church
write: These things saith He . . . He that hath an ear, let him hear
what the Spirit saith unto the churches." Thus what is spoken is
permanently written; what is written is continuously spoken to
those who have ears to hear. The Spirit has written: the Spirit still
speaks.
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But the sealing of truth upon the living tablets of our hearts by
the Holy Spirit, its Author, is subject to variations of experience, and
also capable of degrees of intensity and fruitfulness. It is not possible
for a finite mind to comprehend all truth, or even to apprehend at
once all branches of truth. There are limitations not only of time
and opportunity, but also of receptiveness; and these limits are
governed by the wise sovereignty of onr God. Moreover, we may
ourselves even limit our capacity for apprehending truth by grieving
the Holy Spirit its Author to our immense hindrance of growth and
fruitfulness.
When Henry Martyn was on his last journey, intending to return
to England, he arrived at Carach on June 8, 1812, with the view of
presenting his translation of the Bible into Persian to the king. The
king's two secretaries during conversation asked him: "What are
the principles of your religion ~" Martyn replied: "They are all
centred in Jesus; not in His precepts, but in Himself". This was
the living experience of this godly man; and this was the dying
testimony of Christ's faithful witness.
May it be our happy experience day by day to grow in the knowledge
of HIMSELF.
WILLIAM WILEMAN.
Oricklewood.

/
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" AND then, remember how the Holy Ghost testifies to the soul; it
is through the Word. Anything else would open a door to wildness
and fanaticism."-Rev. W. H. Kmuse.
"THE only Scriptural sense in which the word Church ean be understood, in its most extensive application, is the whole election of grace,
, the whole family in heaven and earth' (Eph. iii. 15), whom God the
Father loved and adopted from eternity, whom God the Son covenanted'
to redeem, and whose names God the Holy Ghost registered in the
Book of • ife to be sanctified in the fullneB8 of time as heirs of salvation."-Joseph Irons.
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.(ltornsponllrnct.
THE LATE MR. RICHARD McNEALL.
To the Editor 0/ THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,-We have indeed lost a Valiant-for-Truth in the
person of Mr. McNeall, and his only weapon also was the sword of the
Spirit--to quote his words from one of his letters: "Your father and
I were not far apart in age, and so far as agreement in doctrine, practice
and general principles are concerned we simply took our stand on· the
Word of the living God. It is the want of this position being taken ·up
at the present time that increases, not makes, our calamities, and
multiplies them. The results of bad teaching are apparent on every
hand. German infidelity and Jesuitical maxims hve undermined the
faith of the nation. There are only a few faithful ones left, and I think
sometimes if there is enough of Gospel, Protestant truth to be a salt to
preserve the churches from putrefaction and decay." In another
letter he writes-showing how dear to him to the end was the cause of
God's Truth-" I regret to say that true Evangelical Protestantism is
not of that vigorous type that was evident in your father's'days and the
meetings and sermons we had then. The older witnesses are gone to
their rest and reward, and for myself I feel I am being left alone ·and
unfit through age and infirmities for active service. I am reminded of
your father's first words when he came the first time to Blackburn, and
he had a very warm welcome, 'I am glad to breathe a Pro~stal':t
atmosphere' " .. Mr. McNeall, though utterly debarred from much of
the active service he had delighted to be engaged in, continued his
valuable work of distributing Gospel sermons, and Evangelical and
Protestant .literature. With the saints of God throughout the ages
he looked longingly for the coming of our blessed ·Lord and Saviour.
" The same Jesus ", he writes,. " cradled in a manger, crowned with the
hitter curse of sin-thorns-·is coming again with what your father
said-' The two-handed· blessing' of Bethany, in like manner as He
went away, and again His scattered flock will be filled with everlasting
joy". The final words of his letter lifted up one's heart--" in the
King's service ", "in the service of the King of kings". From the
earliest years of my father in Bristol, he journeyed regularly from the
north.to attend the Clifton Conferences, and I venture to quote again
from a letter-full of memories;-for names mentioned are held in high
esteem, and most thnkful arid reverent remembrance by many. He
writes: "My mind reverts to the first Clifton Conference I and others
attended. Wnat a wealth of speakers, so harmonious, so spiritual, so
Scriptural, and all seemed so graciously led to unfold the sacred mysteries
of the Everlasting Gospel of Divine grace. Mr. Barne opened the first
morning's meeting with the Lord Jesus Christ in His all·sufficient
merits, atonement, intercession, and eternal benediction. Mr. Elliott,
of Plymouth, Dr. Doudney, Mr. Talbot Greaves, Mr. James Wright,
etc., followed. I cannot be sure if Mr. George Miiller, of the Orphan
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Houses, spoKe on the first occasion or at a later Conference. I, with
others, attended most of, if not all, the Conferences, coming year by
year; a friend, Mr. Peel, came to the last with me.· I feel there is a
'vacuum left in the spiritual ministrations of these days.. One is puzzled
'to define the blank, and to find out why with the same Bible, the same
blessed promises, the same Trinne Jehovah, Father, Son and Holy
Spirit, we do not see the same living witnesses and simple realization of
the truths of the Gospel manifested in the daily life, character, and
conduct of so-called believers. Your dear mother was living then.
One by one they have been taken Home since. I have thought for
som.e time that those who have been called Home are well out of the
miseries of these days, perilous indeed they are, and yet the one consolation is that God's Word is found true, and He will fulfil His pleasure,
and the darJ,rest, densest hour is nearest dawn. Your father saw as
error came in and spread, that the evil affected the social condition of
the nation, the political became more corrupted, while the absence of
true Gospel preaching left the religious aspect of the churches in a
deep muddle and a tangle that increase in difficulties: Yet we are not
to forget the Lord reigneth, and in His Own good time He will vindicate
His cause and the cause of His scattered flock. Did not our Lord tell
us' when ye see these things come to pass then look up, and lift up your
heads for your redemption draweth nigh'? It is sad for enlightened
souls to look around and find the leaders in Church and State so
blinded to the dangers of the times and so disposed to pander' to
Romish error. Those who see would fain direct the rulers of our land
to put an end to truckling to the pope, and would declare once for all
that this is a Protestant kingdom, and that the principles which gnide
'us must be according to the Scriptures of truth.'~ Mr. McNeall mrely,
if ever, came to the Conferences unaccompanied, and one, at least, of
the friends who came with him has since been ordained.
And so another righteous man, a man of kindness, a man of pmyerinterce880ry' prayer-has been removed from the Church militant; and
taken away hom that which is evil. We know from God's Word that
He wills we lay it to heart.
Yours very sincerely,
L. ORMISTON.
P.S.-A portrait of Mr. McNeall with an account of his life appears
in the Magazine for November, 1898.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-Day by day we are sending parcels of books,
magazines, etc.; to all parts of the world for distribution among our
men on land and sea. We have lost a good many of our older subscribers by death, and the loss of dear Mr. Richard McNeall of Blackburn will be felt much, and we earnestly hope that some others of the
Lord's stewards will come to our aid and help us to continue our
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labours in this blessed field of labour. A missionary writes, "I thank
you very much for the books you sent me. They are just the kind
of books I like to give to those who go down to the sea in ships. I
am glad to say the Lord is with me blessing the literature ". Many
testimonies come to hand showing how much the literature is valued
amongst the sailors and soldiers.
Yours sincerely,
6, Stirling Road, Bath Road,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, April 1, 1921.

)tn fllemoriam.
THE LATE MRS. OYLER, OF HASTINGS.
ON Friday, Feb. 18; there was called to her heavenly home Mrs. Sarab
Martha Oyler, of "Gunnislake ", Baldslow Road, Hastings, widow
of the late Henry Oyler, J.P., of the Limes, Staplehurst, Kent. During
the last twenty years Mrs. Oyler resided at Hastings and attended
the ministry of the Rev. J. W. Tobitt at the Tabernacle, Cambridge
Road.
She also took much interest in the welfare of St. Andrew's Church,
and the new vicar, the Rev. E. W. Stredder, took part in the funeral
service with Mr. Tobitt at the Tabernacle.
Your readers will be interested to hear that ?lirs. Oyler was a regulse
subscriber, and had taken in THE GOSPEL ?liAGAZINE for quite forty
years.
It was evident to all who knew her intimately that she had a dee!'
consciousness of her sinnership, and a tmstful appreciation of the
Saviourhood of Christ.
As Mr. Tobitt said in his address: "Sometimes dark clouds inter·
cepted her vision of her Saviour, but these, although they robbed
her of comfort, did not affect her standing in Christ, and are now for
ever dispersed."
For many years she was a loyal, useful and exemplary memcer of
the Tabemacle, nor was her sympatby restricted to this community,
being ever ready to help forward many other branches of Christian
work and various philanthropic institutions.
An ardent lover of the doctrines of grace, without sectarian bigotry,
and a staunch Protestant, she was often alarmed at the predicted
apostasy, and longed for a revival of pure and un defiled religion.
Many will miss her, and especially her elder married daughter who
had been her constant companion.
.
For her the change which we call death is but the entrance upon
a fuller and more perfect life.
Mrs. Oyler was lsid to rest in the presence of a large gathering froUl
far and near, in the Hastings Borough Cemetery, at Ore, in the 79th
year of her age.-A Oorrespondent.
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IlholCstant iaeacon.
NEO-EVANGELICALISM.
THE article in the Record, of March 3, on "Nco-Evangelicalism ",
by the Rev. F. Mellows, M.A., Vicar of Sparkhill, Birmingham, has
called forth an able rejoinder from the Editor of The Church Intelligencer, the organ of the Church Association. In the issue of that
paper for April, under the heading, "Their Neighbours' Landmark ",
the Editor deals exhaustively with Mr. Mellows' article. We give
the following extract:" The name 'Evangelical' came into use in England as a distinctive
appellation during the eighteenth century to distinguish those ministers
who, amid very general indifference, restated the cardinal doctrines
of the Reformation. They had not to deal with Popery, the nation
by this time was well-nigh wholly anti-Popish; their foes were
practical unbelief, worldliness, and lack of spirituality. They had not
to establish the supremacy of Scripture, or to destroy the Mass. They
did have to revive knowledge of Justification by Faith Only, and of
the work of God the Holy Ghost. The chief errors they met were
man's natural propensity to rely (at least in part) on his own merits
for salvation, and to think that' religion' consisted in the punctilious
discharge of formal duties, such as going to Church and receiving the
eacrament. Becsuse they preached the Gospel truths of the Reformation, these men obtained the distinctive title of 'Evangelicals' .
.. Now the new school which is claiming the title of 'Evaugelical'
must be tested by its conformity to the historic principles of Evangeli<;alism. We find, acCording to Mr. Mellows, that it will accept' even'
the name' Protestant', but only if it is 'rightly understood'. Why
60 much caution ~
Will any person accept the name 'Protestant',
or any other name wrongly understood ~ No historic Evangelical
would ever have hummed and haa-ed about calling himself a
Protestant. He would have felt insulted if anyone had questioned
his Protestantism.
"The representative of the new school wants a Church' beautiful
and furnished only with the best articles, such as befit the House
of the King of Kings'. Excellent, provided that he does not confound
the' holiness of beauty' with the' beauty of holiness', and remembers
that the King of Kings, who was willing to be born in a manger and
live in poverty, is the' same yesterday, to-day, and for ever', and that
in strict truth He dw\ m,th not in temples made with hands.
" Unhappily, we find that what is wanted in the interests of' beauty'
is a cross and candles, to be lit at the 8.0 a.m. service if the laity do
not object, and coloured stoles, which were among the first innovations of the Ritualists, and at once unanimously condemned as Popish
by the Evangelicals. And how can a man who uses 'altar' lights
and stoles, which were illegal even under the First Prayer Book,
consistently refuse to wear the mass-vestment, which was permitted
by that Book ~
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"He also 'prefers' flowers on the Holy Table, tums to the east
in the creed, and· practises the 'ablutions'. All of these may be
perhaps matters of taste, yet they surely savour of fussiness at least.
For example, why should flowers be placed upou the Holy Table
rather than on the font, or the reading·desk, lectum, or pulpit, except
to encourage modem notions that the Holy Communion differs in kind
from all the other means of grace 1 Why turn to the 'east', i.e.,
towards the Table, unless to countenance the same elTor 1 Why wash
the sacramental vessels in public if not to help. the mediroval theory
that there is a 'real' presence in the tiniest particles of either conse·
crated element 1 And why do any of these things, when there is no
direction for them in the Prayer Book 1 If one minister may make
public rites of these 'preferences' of his own, where shall we draw
the line against innovation 1
"He 'does not mind taking the Eastward Position at the Holy
Communion'. Is he ignorant of its obvious signification, that the
priest is offering sacrifice 1 Presuming that he is, we may submit
a few illustrations of its import. Gardiner, the leader of the English
Romaniets, said in 1540 :-' The minister which shall celebrate in
the beginning comes forth as from the secret place to the midst of the
altar, SIGNIFYING THEREBY that Christ, who is the High Priest, came
from the secret bosom of His Father into this world, to offer sacrifice
for man's redemption' (Collier, Eec. Hist., v., 113). Becon, Cranmer'g
chaplain says: 'The mass·monger . . . turning himself from the
people, standeth at an altar after the manner of Aaron' (Works, iii.
356). And Latimer's words are well known: 'Stand from the altar,
you sacrileging (I should have said you sacrificing) priests.... Where
you should preach the benefit of Christ's death to the people you
speak to the wall' (Remains, pp. 259, 262).
. "When the Ritualists began to use the 'eastward position' in the
middle of last century, the innovation was resented as Popish by
Evangelicals, and it was condemned as illegal in the Purchas case
(1871). Then followed persistent attempts to secure its recognition,
amongst which may be mentioned the memorial of the three Deans
of St. Paul's, York, and Manchester. The signature of Cation Selwyn,
Lady Margaret Professor of Divinity at Cambridge, was solicited.
He refused in a letter dated May 22, 1874, because he contended that
to authorize the 'eastward position' would be 'subversive of real
unity' and 'contrary to Anglican principles', saying: 'It is notori<>us
that the position, facing eastward, is the. expression of the belief
that the consecrating minister performs a sacrificial act', and went
on to quote, 'by it is signified and expressed the solemn oblation and
sacrificial presentation made by the celebrant after the example of
Christ'. Dr. Pusey declared in the reply, 'The standing before the
altar means the primitive doctrine of the Eucharistic sacrifice, and
the bowing after the Sarum Use at the consecration means the Eucharistic Adoration' (Monthly Intell., viii. 233, 224).
"Archbishop Benson declared the eastward position not to be
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illegal, while to sugar-coat the pill, he asserted in defiance of fact
that it was meaningless. Yet one of his own assessors (Dr. Temple)
just afterwards candidly said: 'The Eastward Position made a different
impression. It represented not the Sovereign giving, but the subject
offering-the sacrificial aspect. . .. There could be no doobt that the
eastward position and the sacrificial aspect WENT TOGETHER' (Record,
Feb. 3, 1893, p. HO). A man who 'does not mind' the eastward
position, has no rational ground for' minding " any other item in the
mass-ritual, rejected by our Church at the Reformation.
"We have not asked whether the new school can (as a simple
question of personal honour) adopt ritual forbidden by the law of
the Church. Our object is to show that it is not 'Evangelical', and
can only assume that name by removing the ancient landmarks of
Evangelicalism. If a man willingly adopts the eastward position,
uses crosses, lighted candles, and stoles; shuns the Scriptural language
of the Church, and reverts to phrases she has disallowed for their
association with Popery, we cannot permit ourselves to call him an
'Evangelical'. His position is not that of the historical Evangelicals,
but of the later Tractarians, when they were heginning to become
Ritualists. He is not an ' Evangelical' or Gospeller; he is a ' HeteroEvangelical' or 'Other-Gospeller' (Gal. i. 6-10).
" And there is another indication of the gravest moment. As well
as philandering with Romanism the Hetero-Evangelical 'accepts the
conclusions of balanced and reverent critical views of the Scriptures'.
The re-assuring adjectives, unfortunately are so much padding, for
he will hardly admit he adopts views that are unbalanced or irreverent.
He, therefore, feels himself at liberty to adopt any views he pleases_
We ought to know what he believes the critics to have established.
For example, is Genesis history or fable; or is he so nicely 'balanced'
on this abstruse point that he has not yet made up his mind whether
that book is truth mixed with error, or only error mixed with truth 1
Does he reject miracle altogether, or 'only' such a story as Jonah 1
When such incredible narratives as that have been eliminated, we shall
have quite a trustworthy Bible, after our 'balanced and reverent
critics' have kindly made for uS the inevitable consequential amend'
ments of a few (doubtless quite pardonable) errors of fact and faith,
habitually inculcated by the Eternal Son of the Living God.
"Surely there is a plain test for these would-be 'Evangelicals'
in the question of questions, 'What think ye of Christ l' If they
think Him David's Lord, they do well. But if they think Him to have
been (even in His lowliest condition) capable of error, Who was Himself
the Truth, they pervert and subvert the Gospel for which Evangelicals
stand."
"NOR did the fall of Adam, with all its tremendous consequences,
destroy the union which love divine had formed between Jesus and
His Church; nay, it gave occasion for the display of that immutable
love in her salvation and redemption."-Joseph Irons.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
IN June and July next the Anniversaries of our Camberwell and
Hornsey Rise Homes will ( .v.) be commemorated- at the Homes.
On Thursday, June 2, the Rev. Joseph Jarvis will preach at 3.30, at
Camberwell, and Mr. W. H. H. Lunn will preside over the evening
meeting. On June 9, Miss Biddulph will open at 3 o'clock the South
London Sale of Work, at the residence of Mr. T. Green, 222, Lewisham
High Road. On Friday July 1, the Jubilee Meetings at Hornsey
Rise will take place. Mrs. Goddard Clarke will open the Sale of Work
in the Hall at 12 o'clock, and in the afternoon and evening sermons
will be preached by the Revs. M. Brooke, of Croydon, and F. J.
Hamilton, D.D. The attendance of all our friends will be cordially
welcomed on these occasions.
The Society is a proof of the faithfulness and loving-kindness of
the Lord. For 114 years it has been maintained upon the basis of
Scriptural truth, and has carried on its work upon Protestant and
discriminating lines. During the past financial year, its needs have
been supplied, 80 that the extending claims upon it have been met.
The Committee rejoice that its spirit is that of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE
the readers of which have ever been such warm supporters.
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THE MUTE CHRISTIAN UNDER THE SMARTING ROD. By THOMAS
BROOKS. Pp. 163. Price, Cloth 2/-, Paper 1/6. Postage 3d.
extra. (The Hon. General Secretary, Sovereign Grace Union,
100, 102, Camberwell Grove, London, S.E.5.)
This is a reprint of the fiftieth edition of a remarkable book.
Thomas Brooks was one of the Puritan Divines. He was evidently
a favourite of the late C. H. Spurgeon. One of that great preacher's
works is entitled, "Smooth Stones Taken from Ancient Brooks. A
Selection of Sentences, Illustrations, and Quaint Sayings from the
Works of that renowned Puritan, Thomas Brooks." The perusal of
" The Mute Christian" will show that Thomas Brooks was a deeply·
taught Puritan writer. Did space permit we might easily select
many beautiful passages from this volume. The writer deals most
exhaustively with the subject of affiiction. He says, "The affiicting
hand of God hath been hard upon myself and upon my dearest relations in this world, and upon many of my precious Christian friends,
whom I much love and honour in the Lord". Tais influenced him t<l
write this valuable treatise. It is based on the words, " I was dumb,
I opened not my mouth, because Thou didst it ".-Psalm xxxix. 9.
The work is dedicated to Mr. Waiter Peacock, for thirty-two years a
deacon of Grove Chapel, Camberwell, London. It is through his
generosity that this edition is now issued. We warmly commend it
to our readers. It is full of choice teaching on the subject of which
it treats.

