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AN APPEAL TO OUR READERS.
THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE"

FUND.

time ago we placed before our readers, on behalf
of our Co-Trustees, a frank statement of our financial
position. In consequence of the greatly increased cost of
printing and postage we felt it necessary to make an
urgent appeal for prayer and for regular financial help.
The Trustees desire to thank God for His gracious answer
to our united prayers. They praise Him for His enabling
help and goodness during the year 1921, and they warmly
thank our many readers, rich and poor, for their liberal
response to our appeal.
SOME

They wish, however, to remind them that the need
of financial aid IS no less urgent than it was. The
Magazine is published very considerably below cost price,.
and only by the regular help of our many friends can
it continue to be issued. The need of testimony to the
great doctrines of grace was never greater. The Trustees,
therefore, confidently look up to our Covenant-keeping
God still to dispose the hearts of His scattered ~ople
to supply them with the necessary funds to carry on
this important work. They would also urge our readers
to use all their influence to increase the circulation.
Donations and Annual Contributions may be sent to the
Publisher, Mr. Samuel Arnold, 74 Strand, London, W.C. 2,
or to the Editor.
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•• MIO comforteth us in all our tribullltion, that we may be able to comfort them which are iD any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

A NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH.
" And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and
the first earth u'ere passed au·ay. "-REV. xxi. l.

THE wonderful vision which John saw of a new heayen and a new
earth followed other visions recorded in the previous chapter. If
our readers will read over the twentieth chapter of the Revelation
they will note that John saw the Devil bound for a thousand years.
He saw" the first resurrection." He saw that those who had part
in the first resurrection" reigned with CHRIST a thousand years."
He saw the Devilloosed out of his prison for" a little season" and
subsequently" cast into the lake of fire and brimstone," where he
is to be " tormented day and night for ever and ever." Then John
" saw a great white throne, and Him that sat on it, from Whose
face the earth and the heaven fled au'ay,. and there was found no
place for them" (verse 11). Then, following the judgment recorded
in verses twelve to fifteen, John" saw a new heaven and a new
earth." We are aware that Christian expositors are divided in their
views as to the true explanation of the visions of the twentieth
chapter of the Revelation. It is not our intention just now to
discuss these varying interpretations. All we would suggest is
that it seems natural to believe that the events seen in the visions
of the twentieth chapter precede the calling into being of the new
heaven and the new earth. In other words, there can be no new
heaven and no new earth till after the first resurrection, the thousand
years' reign, and the easting of the Devil out of the old earth into
the lake of. fire. Whatever be the meaning of the first resurreetion
and the thousand years' reign they are events which take place
before the passing away of the first heaven and the first earth, and
before the creation of the new heaven and the new earth. This
vision, then, to which we propose to direct our readers' attention
takes us as far into the future as does the Bible. It is a vision,
moreover, which is recorded for the benefit of the family of GOD.
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The testimony of the Revelation is given to the Church of GOD
(Rev. xxii. 16). Our text is therefore a Family Portion. Let us
think of it with that thought in mind.
1. First let us think of some of the teaching which God gives to His
family in reference to the first heaven and the first earth.

An important fact to bear in mind is that no human being was
present when the first heaven and the first earth were created.
Any information, therefore, which we possess on this subject must
necessarily be a revelation from GOD Himself. The simple, sublime
and wonderful record of the creation given in the first chapter of
Genesis must necessarily be GOD'S Own account of His creative
work. Moses must therefore have received the record from GOD
Himself. The scientists of the twentieth century know absolutely
nothing of the creation of the heavens and the earth e..'i:cept what
GOD has revealed, and if we take heed to the Bible record of Creation
we shall absolutely reject the doctrine that man was evolved from
an ape or from any other animaL
" In the beginning GOD created the heaven and the earth." He
created them out of nothing: for the CREATOR is "before all
things" (Col. i. 17). "Through faith we understand that the
worlds were framed by the Word of GOD, so that things which are
seen we"e not made of things which do appear" (Heb. xi. 3). And
why did GOD put forth His creative power ~ Why did He make
the heaven and the earth, the sea and all that in them is ~ Let
His Own Word answer, "Thou hast created all things, and for Thy
pleasure they are and u:ere created" (Rev. iv. ll).
It pleased GOD to create the first heaven and the first earth partly
for man's benefit. GOD called light into being. He made the
firmament and called it heaven. He caused the waters to be
gathered together unto one place, so that the dry land might
appear, and He called the dry land earth. Then He made the
earth to produce food. He placed light-bearers in the firmament
to give light upon the earth, to divide the day from the night and
to produce seasons, days, and years. "He made the stars also"
upon which we can gaze in wonder and amazement. He peopled
the earth and the atmosphere with animals and fowl, and He
created the fish of the sea. Then having created man, and given
him dominion over the earth, He placed him in a garden which the
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LORD GOD Himself planted and made fruitful. Thus wherever man
looked, either in the heavens above or in the earth beneath, he saw
evidences of GOD'S handiwork for his happiness and benefit.
By-and-by, however, the first heaven aud the first earth became
defiled with sin and rebellion against Him Who had created them.
The devil and his angels, originally created holy, rebelled against
the MOST HIGH. Tempted by the devil, man, too, sinned and
rebelled. Thus death and sorrow and suffering were brought into
the world, and the earth, originally very good, was cursed by its
CREATOR. "Cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt
thou eat of it all the days of thy life; thorns, also, and thistles
shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the
field; in the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread; for out of it
wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou
return" (Gen. iii. 17-19). All the unspeakable woes and sorrows
and tears of these six thousand years are due to that first sin of
disobedience in the garden which the LORD GOD Himself planted.
The first heaven and the first earth, then, are to pass away. Defiled
by sin and rebellion it is the Divine purpose that they should be
destroyed. This is foretold by the psalmist, by the prophet
Isaiah, by CHRIST Himself, and by His apostles. How could the
writers of the Old and New Testaments know this except by
inspiration! CHRIST as GOD knew what was going to happen, and
His prophetic statement as to the first heaven and the first earth
confirms the testimony of psalmist, prophet, and apostles. He
said, "HEAvEN A.."ID EARTH SHALL PASS AWAY, but My words shall
not pass away" (Matt. xxiv. 35).
The psalmist wrote, " Of old hast Thou laid the foundation of the
earth: and the heavens are the work of Thy hands." But he
goes on to say, " They shall perish, but Thou shalt endure: yea,
all of them shall wax old like a garment; as a vesture shalt Thou
change them, and they shall be changed: but Thou art the same,
and Thy years shall have no end" (Psalm ell. 25-27).
The prophet has these words: "Lift up your eyes to the heavens,
and look upon the earth beneath: for the heavens shall vanish away
like smoke, and the earth shall wax old like a gm'ment" (Isaiah li. 6).
The apostle Peter saYB, "The heavens and the earth which are
now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against
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the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. . . . The
heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall
melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that al'e therein
shall be burned 1tp" (2 Peter iii. 7, 10). Great and stupendous
events are thus destined to take place. All the works of man, all
the evidences of his skill and knowledge and strength are to be
burned up. Cathedrals, abbeys, and churches; palaces, halls,
museums, and art galleries; libraries containing most precious
manuscripts and books; and all the great manifestations of man's
engineering, scientific, and artistic skill are all to perish. "The
grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away," and "all
the glory of man" is to perish as the grass. Does not this teach
us the folly of setting our affection on earthly things 1 The things
which are seen are temporal. They belong only to time. Eventually
all the things in which men of the world glory are to perish. They
are the" pomps and vanity of this wicked world." Only" the
things which are not seen are eternal," and 011 these unseen things
the eyes of the family of faith are to be fixed.
" It is not for me to be seeking my bliss,

And building my hopes in a region like this;
I look for a city which hands have not piled,
I pant for a country by sin undefiled."
(Lyte.)

•

2. Let US nou> think of some of the teaching 1vh-ich God g-ives to His
family in reference to the new heaven and the new earth.
We may first note that they, too, will be created by GOD for His
Own good pleasure. He has purposed to call them into being.
" Behold," He says, " I create new heavens and a new earth: and
the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind"
(Isaiah lxv. 17). Unlike the present heaven and the present earth
the new heavens and the new earth will be abiding and permanent.
"The new heavens and the new earth, which I will make, shall
remain bef01'e Me, saith the Lord" (Isaiah lxvi. 22). They will be
free from sin, sorrow, pain, and death. In connection with the new
heaven and the new earth John says, "I heard a great voice out of
heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of GOD is with men, and He
will dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and GOD Himself
shall be with them, and be their GOD. And GOD shall wipe away
all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither
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sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the
former things are passed away" (Rev. xxii. 3, 4). Oh, how' many
tears will have been shed, how many millions will have died, and
how much sorrow, woe, and pain will have characterized the children
of men between the creation of the old heaven and earth and the
creation of the new! Through sin the whole creation has groaned
and travailed in pain. But there is a day coming when, in regard
to the whole redeemed family of GOD, there shall be no more tears,
no more death, no more sorrow, no more crying, no more pain.
This is part of the Gospel message. This is the consummation of
redemption. This is the grand result of the atoning merits, the
substitutionary work of the great Divine surety of the everlasting
Covenant. Here is good news to cheer the hearts of GOD'S family.
No condemnation, no separation from the love of GOD, no more
death, no more tears, no more pain, no more sorrow-these are the
assurances which the LORD in mercy and grace gives to His bloodwashed people. Sin abounds in the present earth, and we read of
" the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places" (Eph. vi.
12, RV.) but in the new heavens and the new earth there dwelleth
righteousness (2 Peter iii. 13). Nothing that defileth shall enter
the New Jerusalem (Rev. xxi. 27).
The new heaven and the new earth will be called into being for
the benefit of the redeemed. The devil will be cast into the lake
of fire where the beast and the false prophet are. All whose names
are not found written in the book of life shall be cast there too
(Rev. xx. la, 15). These are solemn, awfully solemn and heartsearching truths. But" We, according to His promise, look for
new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness"
(2 Peter iii. 13). And who are the" we " in this passage? They
are those who" have obtained a like precious faith with us in the
righteousness of our GOD and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST" (2 Peter i. 1,
RV.). Only such can look for the new heavens and the new earth.
" He that sitteth on the throne said, Behold, I make all things new.
. . . He that overcometh shall inhe·rit these things" (Rev. xxi. 5, 7,
RV.). All this teaching has its practical side. Hence the apostle
says, "Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be
diligent that ye may be found of Him in peace, without spot, and
blameless." Ye who expect to inherit the new heaven and the
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new earth, "what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy
conversation and godliness?" (2 Peter iii. 11, 13, 14). May the
LORD give us grace that we may give diligence to make our calling
and election sure.

Whitington Vica;'age,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR,

(Thomas [{oughton).

"IT IS NOT OF HIM THAT WILLETH."
By JOHN BERRIDGE.
SINNERS perish through secmity; and this doctrine of election brings
a little friendly thunder to arouse them. They think salvation is the
work of man, and presume they may repent and turn to God just when
they please, to-morrow or the next day, as well as in the present day,
and so are unconcerned about it. But here they find an awful truth.
"It is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that
showeth mercy" (Rom. ix. 16). It is, therefore, time to look about
them, to ask, and seek, and knock, lest the door should be shut.
But what avails our seeking, you reply, unless we are elected'l
Sir, I say again, your business does not lay with the secret rolls of
heaven, but with the written word on earth; and the written word
declares, " Ye shall seek and find Me, when ye shall search for Me with
all your heart" (Jer. xxix. 13). Whoever thinks himself an elected
person, and does not seek, as God requires, with all his heart, will
find himself most dreadfully confounded. And such as seek with all
their heart, yet doubt of their election, will find at length that God is
their Covenant God in Christ. And when by seeking they have found
Him so, they will some time be made to see that grace alone, electing
grace, did give them both the will to seek, and the power to find.
None can come to Jesus, except the Father draws them. Yet sinners
do not perish because they cannot come, but because they will not come.
Jesus says, "Ye will not come to Me, that ye may have life" (John v.
40). Man's ruin layeth wholly in his own perverse will. He cannot
come, because he will not: help enough is provided, were he willing;
hut he will not heartily accept of Jesus, as his only Prophet, Priest,
and King; his heart will not submit to be wholly saved by grace
throngh faith.
When the will is well subdued-and grace alone snhdues it-Christ
is ready for a sinner, and the promises invite him sweetly unto Christ;
"Whosoever will, let him come"; and again, "Ho, everyone that
thirsteth, come" (Rev. xxii. 17; Isa. Iv. 1).
Thus salvation is of the Lord alone, and damnation wholly from
oUl'Selves. Men perish, because they will not come to Jesus; yet if
they have a will to come, it is God who works the will in them: grace,
electing grace, both draws the will, and keeps it steady; and to grace
be all the praise.
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MISSIONARY SOCIETIES AND THE INSPIRATION OF
THE BIBLE.
" All Soripture is given by inspiration of God, and i.s profitable fOl'
doctl'ine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in T!:ghteousness: that the man of God m~y be perfect, throughly /ltrnished
unto all good works."-2 TIMOTHY iii. 16, 17.

OUR readers win be interested to know that the Editor and all the
Trustees of the GOSPEL 1'IUGAZINE are expected by its Trust Deed
to make the following declaration in regard to the Old and New
Testament Scriptures: "I do solemnly and sincerely declare that
I believe the Divine origin and authority of the Canonical Scriptures
as the inspired Word of God, and I take and firmly hold God's
~Titten Word alone as my Rule of Faith and Directory of conduct,
and that I cordially accept the Vlth of the XXXIX ' Articles of
Religion' of the present Established Church of Englanrl upon this
subject." The Canonical Scriptures, it need hardly be said, is an
expression which refers to the whole Bible from Genesis to Malachi
and from Matthew to the Revela.tion. The whole Bible we believe
to be of Divine origin and authority. Its sixty-sL'{ books are to us
"the in~pired Worrl of God," and we believe that God's wntten
Word alone is our Rule of Faith and our Di.J:ectorv of Conrlnct.
We believe in the full inspiration of the whole Bible, and we believe
it is our only and all-sufficient rule of faith and practice. It containeth all things necessary to salvation. "There is no truth nor
doctrine necessary fer our justification and everlasting salvation,
but that is or mav be drawn out of that fouutain and well of truth"
(The Homily on the Readi:ng of Holy Scripture). The full inspiration,
Divine authority, supremacy and sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures
was the doetrine of our Reformers. It was the doctrine of the
great leaders of the Evangelical Revival in the eighteenth century.
It was the doctrine held by the old Evangelicals. It is the doctrine
still held by their followers. But more important still, it is the
doctrine held by our IJord and His apostles. Our Lord continually
quotes and refers to the Old Testament Ftcriptures, and He always
refers to them as prophetic anrl inspired in their character. "Think

-
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not," He said, "that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets:
I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you,
till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass
from the law, till all be fulfilled" (Matt. v. 17, 18). He never
uttered a syllable which suggested any doubt as to the historical
accuracy of the Old Te8tament narratives, or any doubt as to the
inspired character of the predictions which are scattered all over
the Old Testament. The book of Genesis was no exception to
tbis. Our Lord quotes both the first and second ehapters of Genesis.
He refers to the third and fourth chapters. He refers to the Flood
and the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrab as historical facts, and
He refers to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Noah and Lot as real
historical persons. There can be no doubt that all our Lord's
many references to the Old Testament are the references of One
Who helieveO. in the full inspiration and the absolute historical
accuracy of the narratives recorded therein. The same thing is
true of His Apostles. In their sermons and epistles they continually refer to the Seriptnres as fully reliable and fully inspired.
" The prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but
holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost"
(2 Peter i. 21). It is an unquestionable fact, however, that this
view of the sacred Scriptures is not the view now taken by large
numbers of Bishops, professors of Divinity, schoolmasters, and the
clergy and ministers of most of the Protestant denominations. Our
children in schools, our stUflents at colleges, our Divinity students
at universities and halls of learning, are being taught that large
parts of the Bible are myths, legends, and fahles. Moreover, its
miracles are denied and its prophetic character is repudiated. The
testimony of our Divine Lord Himself and His Apostles to the
inspiration and accuracy of the Scriptures is thus being rejected,
and a doctrine concerning the Bible is being taught which makes
it impossible, if fully received, to regard anytbing contained in
either the Old or New Testaments as certain and reliable. If we
were to follow many of our modern teachers the very foundations
of all our hopes for time and eternity would be removed. We
should be deprived of all the joy wbich we have derived in times
gone by from the great and precious Evangelical truths which are
set forth in the Scriptures of truth. The great seriousness of the
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present situation lies in the fact that a large number of those who
profess to be Evangelical and Protestant are infected with this
heresy. It is really a rare thing to meet with a clergyman or
minister who holds the old view of the Scriptures. It is the habit
of all who write for the GOSPEL MAGAZINE to quote the Scriptures
as if they were all really the inspired Word of God and entirely
reliable. This, however, is not the view taken by writers in most
other magazines, and in many of the various denominational
papers. In a word, apostasy concerning the old view of the Scriptures has gained a firm foothold in the various Churches and denominations. Need we wonder if many of the great Missionary Societies
aTe also being leavened by higher critical views 1 The result is that
many of the new missionaries now being sent out to the heathen
have imbibed the new views of the Bible and also the new views of
the Gospel now being taught.
A oonsoiousness of this evil has reoently led to the formation
of the" Bihle Union of China." In a memorandum in reference to
the origin of this Union the following statements occur :-" For several years there has been a growing concern in the minds
of many missionaries of various denominations because of the
teaching of destructive critical views of the Bible, which teaching
has been gradually introduced into some mission centres in China.
The conviction has been growing that those who accept the whole
Bible as the revealed Word of God and emphasize the Atoning
Sacrifice of Christ should unite their efforts in strengthening the
position of the Christian fundamentals and protect the Chinese
Church from those who would assail this position.

*

*

*

*

*

*

Being convinced that the state of both the Christian and nonChristian world demands unity of purpose and steadfastness of
effort in preaching and teaching the fundamental and saving truths
revealed in the Bible, especially those now being assailed, such as
the Deity of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, His Virgin Birth,
His Atoning Sacrifice for Sin, and His Bodily Resurrection from the
Dead; the Miracles both of the Old and New Testament; the
Personality and Work of the Holy Spirit; the New Birth of the
Individual and the necessity of this as an essential prerequisite to
Christian Social Service
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We reaffirm our faith in the whole Bible as the inspired Word of
God and the ultimate source of authority for Christian faith and
practice;
And unitedly signify our purpose' to contend earnestly for the
faith once for all delivered unto the saints.' "
It is the knowledge that higher critical views of the Bible have
infected many of our missionaries to the heathen which stimulated
the Bible League in England to take special action in reference to
British Evangelical Foreign Missionary Societies. Three meetings
were held at the Cannon Street Hotel, London, on June 11th, 1920,
under the auspices of the Bible League which constituted "a
demonstration of Christian concern as to the bearing of destructive
crit,icism of the Bihle on missionary work." At these meetings the
following resolution was unanimously adopted: "That this
interdenominational gathering of Christians, moved to deep concern
as to the bearing of destructive criticism of the Bible on missionary
work, and praying that the Word of the Lord may run and be
glorified in all parts of the world, earnestly begs Missionary Societies,
and especially the Candidates' Committees of these Societies, to
exercise constant watchfulness against the sending forth as missionaries of any who deny or doubt that every writing of the Old
and New Testaments is God-breathed, through men who spake
from God, being moved by the Holy Ghost." This resolution,
signed by the chairmen of the three meetings-Bishop Stileman,
Preb. Fox, and Pastor Findlay-was sent by the Secretary of the
Bible League to all the great Foreign Missionary Societies in the
United Kingdom with the request for an assurance that the vigilance
referred to was being and would be exercised. The Bible League
has published the list of those Societies who have given an "unqualified assurance that they do not and will not send out as missionaries any who deny or doubt the Full Inspiration of the Bible."
It is significant, however, that this list does not contain the names
of the Church Missionary Society, the Baptist Missionary Society,
the London Missionary Society, and the Wesleyan Missionary
Society. For some reason or other these Societies have failed to
give the assurance desired. If they all adhered to the old view of
the inspiration of Scripture would they not unhesitatingly declare
that they" do not and will not send out as missionaries any who
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deny or doubt the Full Inspiration of the Bible "~ Certainly, all
who adhere to the old paths on this subject will feel that the time
has come for Missionary Societies to definitely declare themselves
on the side of the plenary inspiration of the Scriptures if they hold
that doctrine, and against it if they no longer believe it. We are
stimulated to draw attention to this matter by recent events in
connection with the Church Missionary Society. For many years
it has been felt that all was not well with that Society. A compromising Concordat was agreed to by a Sub-committee early in
the year 1918. This, however, never satisfied many of the old
Evangelicals. Recent events have led some of those who signed
that Concordat to endeavour to influence the Society to adopt a
resolution more definitely in favour of the full inspiration of the
Scriptures. The English Churchman has rendered a signal service
to the cause of truth by the faithful and courageons stand which it
has taken in this matter. Nine or ten of its columns are taken up
with this question, in its issue of March 23rd last. A meeting of the
C.M.S. General Committee was held in London on Wednesday,
March 15th. About five or six hundred clergy from all parts of
the count~y attended. The following resolution was moved by
the Rev. D. H. C. Bartlett, vicar of St. Luke's, Hampstead, and
Secretary of the Fellowship of Evangelical Churchmen: "Whereas
the authority of Holy Scripture as the Word of God necessarily
involves the trustworthiness of its historical records and the validity
of its teachings; and whereas Holy Scripture claims this authority
for itself, and our Lord, Whose utterances are true, endorses that
claim, we the Committee of the C.M.S., because we believe the
acceptance of this authority, so endorsed, is necessary to the fulfil·
ment of the missionary ideal hitherto associated with C.?YI.S., hereby
undertake neither to send out as missionaries nor to appoint as
teachers or responsible officials any who do not thus whole-heartedly
believe or teach."
We should have supposed that a professed Evangelical Missionary
Society like the C.M.S. would have at once passed so moderatelyworded a resolution. It declares the trustworthiness of Scripture
history and the validity of its teachings. It declares that our
Lord endorses both these points, and it desires the C.M.S. to undertake not to send out as missionaries nor to appoint as teachers or
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responsible officials any who do not whole-heartedly believe and
teach the trustworthiness of the historical records of the Bible and
the validity of its teachings. It is incontrovertibly true that both
our Lord and His Apostles believed that Scripture history was
trustworthy, and that all its teachings were valid, fOlmded in truth
and sound. Surely it is not open to any Evangelical Society or to
any individual Christian to believe otherwise. Nor should it be
necessary to spend five minutes to accept what our Lord and His
apostles accepted. Yet the officials of the Church Missionary
Society virtually refused to accept this resolution. They proposed
a counter-resolution which was substantially a reaffirmation of the
Concordat of 1918. Ultimately this great gathering of more than
five hundred clergy and a few laymen and women decided that both
resolutions should stand adjourned until July, in order to give
more time for prayer and mutual consultation. The Dean of
Canterbury moved this delaying resolution, but he did not draw it
up. V/ho was responsible for thus shelving the question for the
time being has not been publicly revealed. It is clear, however,
from the published writings of the Honorary Secretary of the C.M.S.,
that he could not himself consistently endorse the view of the Scriptures contained in Mr. Bartlett's resolution. It is also evident that
the Rev. Hume Campbell, an invited speaker to the C.M.S. Summer
School at Llandudno last year, gave utterance to views of the Old
Testament which are described as "appalling." These utterances
have never been repudiated nor officially condemned by the C..M.S.
authorities, although their attention has been drawn to them.
Moreover a C.M.S. missionary in Hong Kong preached a course of
sermons about two years ago, which were reported in the Hong
Kong press, in which he asserted that modern science teaehes that
the flood, the ark, and the tower of Babel were mere myths, and
that the thoughts ascribed to the patriarchs were merely Jewish
conceptions dating only from RC. 450. Yet up to now the Society
has not taken satisfactory action, and the preacher of those sermons
is sWI, at the time we write, a C.M.S. missionary. We do not suggest
that a very large number of the C.M.S. missionaries abroad are
tainted with higher critical views, but we feel that the time has
surely come when all who value the old paths should require that
all the officials and missionaries of Evangelical Missionary Societies
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should sign a declarat;on indicating their unequivocal aoceptance
of the full inspiration of all the Scriptures both of the Old and New
Testament, and also their acceptance of the great foundation truths
of the Gospel. The attitude towards the old truths has so changed
that it has become ahsolutely necessary to impose clearer and more
definite tests upon those who have the responsibility of obeying our
Lord's command to preach the Gospel to every creature. This
might mean fewer missionaries. Be it so. Quality not quantity
is what is needed. Faithfulne-ss to God and to His truth should be
our first cOllliideration. In the language of the English Ohu1'chman,
we say, "Above the Church, above the Society (C.M.S.), above
even Christian unity, there is one thing that matters supremely,
and that is the Truth of God." When the truth of God is at stake,
no sentimental attachment to a Society, no fear of offending lifelong friends, and no consideration as to future prospects should
be allowed to weigh with us.
Courteously, but firmly, we should say with Luther, "Here I
stand. I can do no other. May God help me." We are profoundly convinced that loyalty to God and His truth demands that
no financial support should be given to any Society unle,s there
is a guarantee that all its officers and agents believe in the full
inspiration of the Scriptures and are loyal to the old Evangelical
truths. "Watch .ve, stann fast in the faith, Quit .you like men, be
strong" (1 Cor. xv. 13).

.

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR

(Thomas HOllghton).

SALVATION.
ALL the blessings of salvation have been purchased by Jesus, and are
at His disposal. He gives them when, and where, and how He pleaseth.
And do not you expect, sir, to dispose of freely what you have bought
fairly? Jesus saith, "I give unto my sheep eternal life" (John x. 28) ;
and what is freer than a gift? And lest you should think Him an
usurper, He declares, and pray observe His declaration, "All things
are delivered unto Me of My Father" (Matt. xi. 27; John iii. 35).
"All persons, and all blessings, temporal and spiritual, are at My
disposal, surrendered into My hands by the Father, on account of My
undertaking the work of Mediator."-The Rev. John Berridge, A .M.
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lllapers.

WELLSPRINGS.
.. Now therefore give me this ·m.ountain, whereof the Lord spake in that
day; for thou heardest in that day how the Anakims were there,
and that the eities were great and fenced; if so be the Lord will be
'with me, then I shall be able to drive them out, as the Lord said.
And Joshua blessed him, and gave unto Caleb the son of Jephunneh
H ebTon for an inheritan£e. H ebron therefore became the inheritance
of Caleb the son of J ephunneh the Kenezite unto this day, because
that he wholly followed the Lord God of Israel."-JoSH. xiv. 12-14.

THERE is something very beautiful in the language of this request
from the servant.. of the Lord. He has "waited" for the fulfilment
of ills desire for forty-five years and is now an old mau. He was forty
years of age when sent by Moses, the servant of J ehovah, to spy out
the land, and as we know, he brought baek a faithful and true representation of it with Joshua, whilst the others" made the hearts of the
people to melt" and greatly discouraged them and filled them with
fear and apprehension at what a task lay before them. "But I wholly
followed the Lord" rehearses Caleb, and the Lord, through Joshua,
granted to Caleb Hebron for an inheritance "because he wholly followed
the Lord God of Israel." This request comes forty-five years after,
when Caleb is now, as he says, "four-seore and five years old. As
yet I am as strong this day as I was in the day that Moses sent me :
as my strength was tben, so is my strength now, for war, both to go
out, and to come in." And then in the language of our text he pleads
with Moses' successor, Joshua, " Now, therefore, give me this mountain," etc. Moses had sent forth the spies to bring a report of the land
and what it was, and of "the people that dwelleth therein, whether
they be strong or weak, few or many;" of the land" whether it be
good or bad; and what cities they be that they dwell in, whether in
tents or in strongholds." We have the beautiful story before us,
and how they searched the land and brought back "a branch with
one cluster of grapes from Eshcol," and some pomegranates and figs,
and the report that "the land whither thou sentest us surely floweth
with milk and honey, and this is the fruit of it." But withal there
was a "nevertheless" of faltering faith and unbelief, and when they
thought of the children of Anak, the Amalekites, the Hittites and the
Jebusites and the Amorites, they said, "We be not able to go up against
this people; for they are stronger than we." Unbelief saw" the giants,
the sons of Anak." Unbclief gave them the discouraging view of
themselves "as grasshoppers" in the sight of those people. Faith
in the two dear servants, Caleb and Joshua, said, "Let us go up at
once, and possess it." Unbelief in us looks at our giants to-day, dear
readers, whilst little faith learns to lean wholly upon the God of the
promises and to tread every obstacle under foot. But faith may be
14
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long and sorely tried. Waiting faith needs much grace and is a high
attainment to the glory of its Divine Author. Caleb has been kept
waiting. Doubtless his warrior spirit often longed to buckle on the
armour and go forth to meet the enemy. But he, and all God's children,
must learn to wait the time their God appoints and to prove it to have
been the right and best time, and how He has been training and
qualifying them for it. "He that believeth shall not make haste."
Caleb counts not upon his own strength, although he says, " Behold
the Lord hath kept me alive." "As yet, I am as strong this day as I
was in the day that Moses sent me; as my strength was then, even
so is my strength now, for war, both to go out, and to come in." But
there is more than physical strength to which Caleb looks. He goes
not to a warfare at his own charges. He looks above and beyond
all his strength and equipments and humbly pleads, " If so be that the
Lord will be with me, then I shall be able to drive them out, as the
Lord hath said." Therein lay the whole secret of his hope of success,
and he and all the Lord's dear servants learn the same lesson, which
humbles the creature and exalts the Saviour: "Without Me, ye can
can do nothing." But the "no might" ones come ofi' "more than
conquerors" in and through and by their Almighty Captain.
Let us notice this place for which he requested. "Now therefore
give me this mountain." Hebron or Kirjath-Arba was an ancient
city of Palestine, on the borders and in the tribe of Judah. "Now
Hebron was built seven years before Zoan in Egypt," we read in Num.
xiii. 22. There is a reference to this place in the saintly McCheyne's
"Visit to the Holy Land." He says, "About ten o'clock a.m. we
landed at the village of San, anciently called Tanio and in Scripture
Zoan, one of the most ancient cities of the world." And "Hebron,
being built seven years before," as the Holy Spirit has been pleased
to set down in the Word of Truth, wss still more ancient. The
Psalmist speaks of J ehovah's "marvellous things" that He did "in
the sight of their fathers in the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan."
The prophet Isaiah says, "Surely the princes of Zoan are fools," whilst
Hebron bears the ancient record of Divine blessing. It was a place
where" David himself and his men were wont to haunt." And when
he inquired of the Lord on a certain occasion as to whether he should
go up and whither unto any of the cities of Judah, the Lord answered
him, "Unto Hebron." And David was king in Hebron over the house
of Judah seven years and six months. It was situated about twenty
miles from Jerusalem and was one of the cities of Refuge. "And
they appointed (or sanctified, margin) Kadesh in GaWee in Mount
Naphtali, and Shechem in J\'lount Ephraim, and Kirjath-Arba which is
Hebron in the mountain of Judah." In the visit to the Holy Land
which we have before quoted, we have a very beautiful description
of this place and the joy with which dear McCheyne approached it.
He says, "Hebron is embosomed in hills. The more ancient houses
are on the east side of the valley, and there are traces of ruins running
IIp the hill behind Machpelah. . . . The deep terraces of the moun-
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tain afford sweet spots for retirement. The ancient town is supposed
by some to have been built more upon the hill where the mosque
stands, and if so, the tradition of the rabbis is not altogether absurd,
that the rays of the rising sun gilding the towers of Hebron used to
be seen from the temple at Jerusalem, and gave the sign of the time
for killing the morning sacrifice. Probably as an appointed city of
Refuge it would be conspicuous from afar. Looking to the south,
over a high ridge of hills, thc eye stretches into a wilderness-land of
vast extent. In that direction lay Carme!. But the most interesting
view of all was toward the east, not on account of its beauty, but on
account of its being in all probability the view which Abraham had when
he 'looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, etc.' . . . and we felt it a
solemn thing to stand where Abraham drew near and pleaded with
the Lord, 'Wilt Thou also destroy the righteous with the wicked?'
What wonders of mercy and judgment those mountains have seen!"
And Caleb, pleading for" this mountain," is recalling the sworn
word of the faithful Promiser "whereof the Lord spake in that day."
And the words which the Lord spake were sweet in his memory. "But
my servant Caleb because he had another Spirit with him, and hath
followed me fully, him will I bring into the land wherein he went;
and his seed shall possess it" (Num. xiv. 24). And how sovereignly
and Divinely had the Lord watched over and preserved His dear servant
in whom the promise was to be fulfilled! How solemn the little
word "save" is which we read in Numbers xxvi. 65! "For the Lord
had said, They shall surely die in the wilderness. And there was
not a man left of them save Caleb the son of J ephunneh, and Joshua
the son of Nun." Every child of God is similarly Divinely preserved.
And so this dear man of God to whom the Lord had given" another
Spirit," a "whole heart" to serve and follow Him, was preserved until
the time when the promise must be fulfilled. Forty-five years may
elapse, but God's word must be fulfilled, and Caleb asks humbly of
Joshua for" this mountain."
Hebron means Friendship or Fellowship, from the root to be joined
together, or bound as an husband and wife, companion, or associate.
Hebron being one of the six cities of Refuge, Caleb would be reminded
of the truth of the safety and strong consolation of those who have
fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before them. The reader
will remember, also, that the refugee was forbidden to leave the eity
of refuge until the death of the high priest, and the sweet deeps that
couch beneath in this command. The great High Priest of our city of
Refuge never dies! The safety therein is eternal safety. "Onee in
Christ, in Christ for ever." And "He ever liveth to make intereession
for us. Jl
Moreover there is yet a prophetic utterance in this desire of Caleb's.
We remember how when "the birthright forfeited by the unstable
Reuben was divided, the priesthood fell to Levi and the prime inheritance to Judah," Judah thus obtained the spiritual inheritance for
the future and the preeedency over the other tribes. "Judah, thou
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art he whom thy brethren shall praise." "Judah was His sanctuary,"
and in all the journeyings of the Israelites, the lion tribe of Judah led
the march of the camps. In the very lot of Judah's inheritance, the
preparation was made for the permanency of the tribe by placing it
in the mountain fastnesses, which in themselves would defy an invader, and was called" the praise of the whole earth" (Yonge).
Thus we see the faith of Caleb; he has his heart set upon the
inheritance, and his yearning is, Give me a place near that royal city
which is "the joy of the whole earth." Give me this mountain.
Give me this Rock to rest upon. Set my face Zionward; plant my
feet whence I may smile at my foes, and let me dwell near the habitation of holiness, the city of the great King. And Caleb's name stands
first when the inheritance falls to the tribes and the borders of the
land are divided. Moses is commanded previously to "take one
prince of every tribe to divide the land by inheritance. And the
names of the men are thesc: Of the tribe of J udah, Caleb the son of
Jephunneh" (Num. xxxiv. 18, 19).
The blessing of Judah would not miscarry. "Hear, Lord, the voice
of Judah, and bring him unto his people; let his hands be sufficient
for him, and be Than an h~l p to him from his enemies." Whilst
penning this article I was not a little impressed with the Caleb·like
faith in the writer of tbat beautiful and gifted poem in the February
number of the GOSPEL W.o.AGAZINE called" The Citadel of Heathenism."
Unbelief in the other ten who went to spy the land argued, "It is as I
feared." Faith in Caleb and Joshua triumphed. "It is as He saidand through Him we are able." Caleb's note of victory now is as he
appeals for "this mountain" :"Clad in His Armour, Faith our Shield,
The Spirit's Sword in our hands to wield,
Sure that His glory sha.ll be revea.l'dVictory through the Name I" (Rev. F. Houghton,
China.)
It reminded one of the encouraging words of Joshua" unto the house
of J oseph even to Ephraim and to Manasseh, saying . . . But the
mountain shall be thine, for it is a wood, and thou shalt cut it down;
and the outgoings of it shall be thine; for thou shalt drive out the
Canaanites, though they have iron chariots and though they be strong."
The blessing which Caleb obtained for himself and his seed accorcling
to the Divine promise is shared and distributed when Achsah his
daughter pleads with her father through Othniel: "And it came to
pass, as she came unto him, that she moved him to ask of her father
a field; and she lighted off her ass; and Caleb said unto her, What
wouldest thou 1 Who answered, Give me a blessing; for thou hast
given me a south land; give me also springs of water. And he gave
her the upper springs, and the nether springs."
May you and I, dear reader, ever "covet earnestly the best gifts"
and have the eye of faith fixed upon the city of our inheritance. Meanwhile may we sing of that river of the water of life, "the streams
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shall make glad the city of God, the holy place of the tabernacle of the Most High." Since the face of the redeemed are set
Zionward, their path being the King's highway, "the way of holiness,"
their "feet" shall assuredly one day "stand within thy gates, 0
Jerusalmn."

R.

,5cnnonf.l anll N otCf.l of

~mnOllf.l.

THE ANGEL OF THE LORD.

A

SERMON BY THE LATE VERY REVEREND HENRY LAW,
DEAN OF GLOUCESTER.

M.A.,

" The Angel of the Lord appeared unto him. ... And Moses hid his
face; for he was afraid to look upon God."-ExOD. iii. 2-6.

AN avenue of sacred story leads to this wondrous scene. The prelude
is awakening which introduces the grand subject. In the foreground
Moses is seen. Forty years had run their course since he fled from the
court of the Egyptian king. His burning zeal and patriotic spirit had
flared too high. The fears of a suspicious monarch had been roused,
and the safety of the reputed grandson necessitated flight. His refuge
was the land of Midian. Here he long dwelt in peace, as a shepherd
among shepherds. His calm employ would give abundant leisure for
intercourse with heaven. Reflection would review past days. Thus
profitable training schooled him for his destined comse.
God frequently ordains that early obscurity should lead to most
distinguished work. Dark hours precede the break of day. Joseph
rises from prison to sit beside the king. From the sheepfolds David
is called to occupy the throne.
The set time is now arrived. The deliverance may no longer tarry.
The discipline is ended, and the prime agent is prepared.
Moses, now seeking refreshment for llis flock, leads them to Horeb,
the mount of God. As he journeyed, his eye is attracted to a bush.
Great indeed is his amaze as he surveyed this sight! It was bright
with fire; but though it blazed, it still retained its substance. Each
branch, each fibre, was enwrapped in flame; but the flame was
harmless to destroy. Each leaf was clasped in the fangs of a devouring
element, but still each leaf remained as if untouched. The fiery fury
seemed to be in sport. The bush defied the attaek. It stood uninjured,
as if ineapable of losing verdure.
The gazing shepherd would indeed be rapt in wonder. But amaze
deepened into awe, when in the bush he saw the form of " the Angel
of the Lord." A voice too addressed him, "Moses, Moses." He
replied, "Here am I. And the Angel said, Draw not nigh hither:
put of! thy shoes from of! thy feet; for the place whereon thou standest
is holy ground" (Exod. iii. 5).
What constitutes the sanetity 1 Why is the rash approach of
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mortal foot forbidden 1 Surely one more than man must now be
revealed! Present Deity must hallow the spot. It was so. The
voice continued: "I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac, and the God of J acob. And Moses hid his face;
for he was afraid to look upon God" (Exod. iii. 6).
We here learn that Jesus is " the Augel of the Lord." The voice
announced, "I am God," and the appearance exhibited a human
form. Who can be both God and man but Jesus 1 The Father never
appeared as man. The Holy Spirit never thus condescended. But
the blessed Jesus, anticipating the time when earth should claim Him
as its child, not infrequently assumed our form. Therefore, ,,;t!lOut
hesitation, we receive" the Angel of the Lord" as Jesus the incarnate
God.
Here let a pause be conceded, which without digression asks, What
brings Jesus to the burning bush 1 What feelings actuate His heart 1
The reply lingers not. We hear the voice: "I have surely seen the
affliction of My people, which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry
by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows; and I am
come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians" (verses
7, 8). Exquisite tenderness melts in these words. Assurance of
compassion is most sweetly stated. Let no believer faint in the hour
of trial. His feet may travel in affliction's road. He may be called
to lie 011 the hard couch of sorrow. Troubles may roll over him as
wave upon wave. But the eye of love ever watches him, the heart of
love ever throbs sympathetically for him, the ear of love ever listens
to his cry, the hand of love will in due season be outstretched to succour
him. The patient sufferer will sing with David, "He brought me
forth also into a large place; He delivered me, because He delighted
in me" (Psa. xviii. 19). Thus comfort to the sorrowing is an early
lesson from the" Angel of the Lord" appearing in the burning bush.
It is, too, scarcely a digression to note, that this appearance was
deeply engraven on the patriarch's mind. His course throughout
the wilderness was not external ease. Hard were his toils, and grievous
his afflictions. But in his trials thought would fly back and take
solace from this scene. The recollection of his Lord's appearance
would check desponding fears. Strength would revive, refreshed by
these sweet memories. Thus it is wise to erect Ebenezers in the course
of the Christian pilgrimage.
The closing scene shows this appearance to have been a life-long
comfort. Forty years again rolled on, and the man of God reached
the conclusion of his earthly career. Before his lips are silenced, a
legacy of precious gifts, brilliant with prophetic lustre, is invoked.
The treasures of earth are ransacked to find fit gifts for the tribe of
Joseph. But the crown of desired merey is, "the good will of Him
that dwelt in the bush" (Deut. xxxiii. 16). Thus, when ready to
depart, Moses remembers" the Angel of the Lord," and he recalls Him
as the source of blessings to the sons of men. Here let the ready
prayer ascend, Good Lord I give us grace ever to bask under the
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sunshine of Thy good will; Thy favour is life; Thy smile is deliverance
from all woe!
The vestibule is now passed, and we are prepared to seek general
instruction from this title.
1. It is obvious that the name mainly denotes that Jesus is the
ehannel of communication between heaven and earth. There was a
time, but it was very brief, when intercourse was free. In Eden's
happy hours charming communion was maintained. A loving child
drew near, a loving Father vouchsafed a welcome. No barrier intervened; no separating obstacle presented· checks; access was unimpeded. The garden was the open door of heaven.
But sin comes, and instantly a breach is made. Illimitable distance
now parts God and man. Can that distance be removed, and converse
be agaiu established 1 "The Angel of the Lord" appears, and in His
mission there is full reply.
Restoration to this blessed intercourse springs directly from His
wondrous person. Jesus, as both God and man, brings heaven to
earth, and raises earth to heaven. Thus the mountains upon mountains
of obstacle are swept away, and intervening seas are annihilated.
Thus a ladder is constructed, resting on earth, and soaring above the
skies.
Let each aspect of our Lord's person now be pondcred in confirmation of this truth. It cannot be kept too constantly before the mind,
that He is very God-co-equal, co-eternal with the Father-His
partner in majesty, in dignity, iu power, in glory, in all pre-eminence.
For a moment imagine Jesus displaced from the throne of Deity. The
whole fabric of salvation crumbles into dust. No expiation can be
made, no sin pardoned, no soul saved. But on all His acts on earth
the impress of Deity is inscribed. His footprints are Deity. The
echo of His voice is Deity. The whole Gospel-story resounds, "Behold
your God!" Of all the truths of revelation, none more brightly
shines than that "the Angel of the Lord" is Himself God over all,
blessed for evermore. What God is, He is. What God knows, He
knows. What God wills, He wills.
If He were only God, the separating distance would still check
intercourse. But all praise to His unbounded love, in the plenitude of
overflowing grace He becomes denizen of earth! Without ceasing to
be God for ever, with no diminution of essential Deity, He enters the
family of man. Without the capability of sin, He is as verily man as
any woman-born can be. "As the children were partakers of flesh
and blood, He also Himself likewise took part of the same" (Heb. ii. l4).
He humbles Himself to be "the first-born among many brethren"
(Rom. viii. 29). As God, He is one with God; as man, He is one with
man. On each His hand is placed. In Him as a centre they can meet.
The link is perfect, an unobstructed way unites our earth to heaven.
2. But as "the Angel of the Lord," He especially reveals God to the
Bons of men. He visits earth, not only that He may live our life and
die our death, and suffer our BufferingB, and pay our every debt, and
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bear our every curse, and make atonement for our every sin, and
redeem us from all iniquity, and work out for us a heaven-deserving
robe. This is indeed His glorious work, as the Saviour of His people
from their sins. But he came, moreover, on a sweet embassage-to
open out the Father's heart, to tell us the Father's will, to shine before
us as the express image of His Father's person.
Let a cognate title here give light. Jesus is announced as "the
Messenger of the Covenant." Almost the concluding words of prophecy
in the ancient Church proclaim, "Behold, I will send My Messenger,
and He shall prepare the way before Me: and the Lord, Whom ye seek,
shall suddenly come to His temple, even the Messenger of the Covenant,
whom ye delight in: behold, He shall come, saith the Lord of hosts"
(Mal. iii. 1). It is faith's privilege to know, that before time was, an
everlasting Covenant secures salvation. In all its terms Christ has
essential part. He stipulates to God for man. He speaks to man for
God.
But not only is He its Surety, He is also its Messenger-its Angel.
He reveals its mysteries, and opens out its wonders, and invites to the
contemplation of its grace. Let no doubts here intervene. Let all
mists of hesitating ignorance disappear. Hear the grand word, "God,
Who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto
the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by
His Son" (Hcb. i. 1, 2). Through Him, the Eternal Word, the counsels
and purposes of heaven are announced. We are invited to draw near
and give heed. "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased;
hear ye Him" (Matt. xvii. 5). We are called to receive the message,
"Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that
hath no money: come ye, buy and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price. Wherefore do ye spend money
for that which is not bread ~ and your labour for that which satisfieth
not ~ hearken diligently unto Me, and eat ye that which is good, and
let your soul delight itself in fatness" (Isa. Iv. 1, 2). Sweet promises,
too, cheer obedient hearers. "Take My yoke upon you, and learn of
Me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto
your souls" (Matt. xi. 29). And again, "Behold, I stand at the door,
and knock: if any man hear My voice, and open the door, I will come
in to him, and will sup with him, and he with Me " (Rev. iii. 20). Rich
is the heritage of the listening Mary. She sat at the feet of Jesus to
hear His voice, and received the full assurance, "She hath chosen that
good part, which shall not be taken away from her" (Luke x. 42).
Is not the like access open to us now ~ May we not at all times and
in all places cry, "Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth "~ "In Him
are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge" (Col. ii. 3). And
the gates of this store-house are never closed. He is come, a light
into the world, that they which follow Him should not walk in darkness, but should have the light of life. Never is the Sun of Righteousl1ess eclipsed. It is faith's chosen pleasure-ground to come apart
from lesser luminaries, and to revel in the rays of tlus unclouded sun,
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and to rise above schools of nature, science, philosophy, and to drink
lessons from celestial springs of truth. Are our souls athirst for God,
for the living God, eager to know Him as He really is? In this ardent
desire we may fly to "the Angel of the Lord." He replies, "Look
unto Me." "He that hath seen Me, hath seen the Father" (John xiv.
9). He is the light of life, and on this brightness we may gaze. "God,
Who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the
face of Jesus Christ" (2 Cor. iv. 6).
Here we may study, written as with a sunbeam, all the Divine
attributes. If we seek such discoveries from this world's school, how
blighting is our disappointment! If we ask, What are the feelings of
God's heart? The world presents a fearful roll, written within and
without, with" lamentations, and mourning, and woe" (Ezek. ii. 10).
Misery stalks up and down the earth, wretchedness sits beside each
hearth, tears are ever flowing, sighs are ever heaving, pain is a constant
visitant, apprehensions are ever banishing repose, earthquakes and
atorms and floods and famine, and wars and rumours of wars, move on
with desolating speed. These dark spots affright, and we ask, Can
these be offshoots of benevolence?
"The Angel of the Lord" appears, and all is bright. He gloriously
shows that "God is love." The proof is His own mission. "Herein
is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son
to he the propitiation for our sins" (1 John iv. 10). "God so loved
the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life" (John iii. 16).
"The Angel of the Lord" exhibits Himself as sent by the Father, to
rescue immortal souls from misery, to crown them with eternal bliss,
to wash out in His blood their every sin, to robe them with unfading
righteousness, to fill them with all the fulness of God, to make them
sharers of all the glory of heaven for ever. Thus He illustrates the
glorious truth, "God is love." Similarly He commends every
attribute. All are conspicuously glorified in Him. Justice ia
honoured; all that is asked is fully given; not one debt remains
uncancelled. Much is demanded. Jesus paid all. Truth sits
triumph~nt on its highest throne, not one word from its lips fails, not
one promise is unfulfilled, not one threat is put aside. It is declared
that without holiness no man can see the Lord; that none but the
aanctified can sit down at the marriage-supper of the Lamb. "The
Angel of the Lord" assures us, that for all this blessedness there is full
provision, that a new creation shall be established in the hearts of the
redeemed, that "old things shall pass away, that all things shall
become new." Thus "the Angel of the Lord" is the channel of communication between heaven and earth, and gives full manifestation of
the Father's essence.
Angel of the Lord! who will not adore Thee as the way to heaven,
and the source of all saving light! We beseech Thee to enlighten us
more and more, to sanctify us daily by Thy truth; "Thy Word is
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truth"; to fulfil in us Thy blessed declaration, "0 righteous Father,
the world hath not known Thee: but I have known Thee, and these
have known that Thou hast sent Me. And I have deelared unto them
Thy Name, and will declare it; that the love wherewith Thou hast
loved Me may be in them, and I in them" (John xvii. 25, 26). When
other teaehers would perplex, mislead, beguile, do Thou shine forth in
all the lustre of heaven's own light! From our inmost souls we
profess, Angel of the Lord! "we know that Thou art a Teaeher sent
from God "-to none other will we go; "Thou hast the words of
eternal life."
AS GOOD AS NEW 1
THE skill of some eraftsmen is remarkable. For instance, a silversmith may have placed in his hands for repairs a damaged article.
To the uninitiated it appears as though it could not be restored. In
a few days the article is returned and the owner exclaims, "Why,
it looks as good as new." Again, there are some professional cleaners
who can treat old garments in such a way that for a while they may
seem to look " as good as new."
No doubt each reader can multiply such cases. It is not intended
to further enlarge upon the subject beyond calling special attention
to the fact that there are cases in which skilful handiwork can so
deal with an old article as to give it the appearance of being new.
This is all man can do. He cannot actually make an old thing become
new.

But what man cannot do, that God is able to do. There is no room
for doubt about this. Hear His words, "Behold, I make all things
new" (Rev. xxi. 5); and again, "If any man be in Christ, he is a
new creature; old things are passed away; behold, all things are
become new" (2 Cor. vi. 17).
Scripture tells us " That which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to
vanish away" (Heb. viii. 13). This world in which we live is waxing
old. Each generation of mankind decays and vanishes away, "but
the Word of the Lord endureth for ever, and this is the Word which
by the Gospel is preached unto you" (1 Pet. i. 25).
In John iii. it is recorded that Nicodemus came to the Lord Jesus.
He had many prejudices. He had much learning of a human kind,
but this learning could not help him to know the Saviour. He had
so much to unlearn before there was room in his heart for Him Who
is the meek and lowly Jesus and yet the Lord of Glory.
The Lord quickly led Nicodemus to the great foundation truth that
a man must be made a new creature. He, however, expressed it in
different words; He said, "Except a man be born of water and of
the Spirit, he cannot enter the Kingdom of God" (John iii. 5), and
then He added, "The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest
the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh and whither it
goeth, so is everyone that is born of the Spirit" (John iii. 8). This is
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important. These words of the Lord Jesus must be taken deep notice
of. The great change spoken of by the Lord Jesus is an inward and
secret change. It is not produced by any outward act or ceremony.
The Holy Spirit acts as He will. He can no more be controlled than
can the wind. None can call up the wind, none can dismiss it. The
Holy Spirit works regardless of man's systems.
In the forty-fourth chapter of Isaiah and the third verse we read,
"I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry
ground; I will pour My Spirit upon thy seed, and My blessing upon
thine offspring." And in John vii. 37-39 we read, "In the last day,
that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man
thirst, let him come unto Me, and drink. He that believeth on Me,
as the Scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living
water. (But this spake He of the Spirit, which they that believe
on Him should receive)." To the poor woman of Samaria (John iv. 10)
the Lord Jesus said, " If thou knewest the Gift of God (the Lord Jesus
is God's Gift-see John iii. 16, Rom. vi. 23), and Who it is that saith
to thee, Give me to drink, thou wouldest have asked of Him, and He
would have given thee Living Water." In Ezek. xxxvi. 25-27, "1
will sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean, etc. A
new heart also will 1 give you, and a new Spirit, etc. I will take away
the stony heart out of your flesh, etc. 1 will put My Spirit within
you, e tc ."
Putting all these passages together, what do we find ~ That under
various figures God has graciously pointed out to us how He does.
make His people new creatures in Christ. They are cleansed with
spiritual water; that is, the Holy Spirit effectually cleanses the mind,
will, and affections so that they hate sin in every form and shape, and
are brought to love those things which once they thought little or
nothing of. The Lord Jesus becomes precious to them. Their hard
stony hearts and their stubborn wills and their prejudiced minds arc
overcome. They acknowledge their sins deserve death, but they
plead what the Lord Jesus has done. The Lord's prayer on behalf of
His people is granted (John xiv. 16-17). The Holy Spirit has come.
He does testify or witness of the Lord Jesus (John xv. 26). Thus is
fulfilled the promise, " Thy people shall be willing in the day of Thy
power" (Ps. cx. 3).
Those who are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God
(Rom. viii. 14). They are joint heirs with Christ Jesus (Rom. viii. 17).
They are new creatures in Him (2 Cor. v. 17). They are born again,
born from above. They are" created in Christ Jesus unto good works,
which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them" (Eph.
ii. 10), and these works or fruit are set forth in Gal. v. 22-26.
Against this new creation the old nature is in deadly opposition
and hence there is a continual conflict (Rom. vii. 21-25); but thanks
be to God there is given to believers through the Lord Jesus Christ
the final victory over all that opposes (1 Cor. xv. 57). They are not
" as good as new "-they are new.
P. 1. B.
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DARKNESS AND LIGHT.
"The Lord is my Light and my Salvation; whom shall I fear?"Ps. xxvii. l.
"0 send out Thy light and Thy truth; let them lead me. "-Ps. xliii. 3.
SINCE writing on darkness and light in the February MAGAZINE, the
subject has suggested itself in several more lights. The references
are so innumerable, onc can only take a few leading thoughts. May
the Spirit make the study helpful and comforting to many hearts.
Light and darkness are applied to man by our Lord Jesus Christ
in John iii. 19. There He says to Nicodemus, " This is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather
than light, because their deeds were evil." Man is in darkness by
nature. Christ, the Light, has come into the world, condemning the
man who remains in darkness. But the natural man loves darkness.
His inbred evil makes him revel in the darkness and shun the light.
We were all born thus. Not until the Spirit of God spoke to us and
drew us with cords of love were we in any wise able to shake off that
darkness. Has God in His mercy drawn you, clear reader 1 Are
you in natural darkness or in spiritual light 1 If you feel that you
are under" condenmation," consider the next reference.
Life and death are likened to light and darkness in Luke i. 79. The
Saviour came "to give light to them that sit in darkness and in the
shadow of death, and to guide our feet into the way of peace."
Eternal death, a dark, dread "shadow" truly, hangs over all who
are yet in spiritual darkness. The Lord Jesus came "to guide our
feet into the way of peace" and life. He has made peace by the
blood of His cross between a righteous God and sinful men. And he
says, " All that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me; and him that
cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast out." If you come to Him, you
have His promise that He will not cast you out.
Faith and unbelief are represented by light and darkness in John
xii. 46. Jesus Christ there says, "I am come a light into the world,
that whosoever believeth on Me should not abide in darkness."
Saving faith, implanted in the heart by the Holy Spirit, is one of
God's greatest gifts to man. Blessed indeed are those on whom this
priceless gift is bestowed !
A solemn warning is given us as to light and darkness in Luke xi.
35. Again it is Christ Who is speaking. "Take heed . . . that the
light which is in thee be not darkness"; and in Matt. vi. 22 He says,
"If ... the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness." It is a terrible thing to be self-deceived about our eternal
salvation. There is no salvation for any who are ant of Christ. A
little knowledge is a dangerous thing. We sometimes believe ourselves
to be in the light when we are not. Or we may appear to others to
have light when in reality we have none. If it be so with any of us,
may God open our eyes to see it ere it be too late; and bring us into
His light while it is yet day. It is also a very sad thing when ChristianS
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are so weak and uncertain in their walk and words that their" light"
becomes "darkness" to those around them. They are a hindrance
and discouragement and stumblinll;-block to all. May we be kept
from thus perplexing and misleading others.
An exhortation is coupled with light and darkness in Matt. x. 27.
Here, too, Christ is the Speaker. "What I tell you in darkness, that
speak ye in light." Ah! how bac1.-ward we are to do this. How
seldom we "tell" of the" songs in the night" that He has given us.
How many love secrets our beloved Lord whispers to us in the" darkness"! And what great things He has done for us in making
"darkness light," guiding us over some giant hill, showing us His
way plain before us, and helping us to endure the (to the flesh) unendurable ! Yet how rarely we declare it. Can we not all of us glorify
Him by telling out" in the light" what He "tells" us in the" darkness " ?
The revelation of everything for future judgment is linked with
light and darkness in Luke xii. 3. Once more they are the words of
Christ Himself. "Whatsoever ye have spoken in the darkness shall
be heard in the light; and that which ye have spoken in the ear in
closets, shall be proclaimed upon the housetop." Nothing is permanently hidden. All deeds of darkness will eventually be revealed.
This certainty should make us most prayerful and careful in our daily
intercourse with others.
A precious promise from our God contrasts light and darkness in
Iso.. xlii. 16. "I will bring the blind by a way that they knew not
. . . I will make darkness light before them; and crooked things
straight." Blind by nature, born in sin's utter" darkness," the Lord
brought us into the "light" and showed us "a Way that we knew
not" of ourselves, even Himself as "the Way" and the Life. And
throughout our Christian course we are still sadly blind. His dealings
and His disciplines seem dark to us and we are rebellious and intractable. This grand promise to the believer meets it all. We know
something of the experience below. We can all look back to some dark
trial which proved such a wonderful time of realizing His redeeming
love; to the heavy sorrow of long ago that we see now was preparing
us for after work; to the bitter lesson of indwelling sin that taught
us to be gentle with others in like case. Yes! a little and very imperfectly, we are permitted to see even here, of the darkness being made
light and the crooked being made straight. And if so, how full and
absolute and satisfying will the future revelation be! Very surely
there all the darkness of earth will vanish, and all the crooked things
-who shall enumerate them ?-will be past and put away in everlasting light. Oh, beloved! our expected future is a very glad one.
No enigmas of this earth-time will then be unexplained. No perplexing passage in our own or other lives that touched us very closely
will be unsolved up yonder. All the darkness will be ended and light
inexpressible will shine over all. The Lord hasten this day of glorious
light.
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The subject may be fittingly summarized thus: From Whom did
light emanate! The Divine Trinity. "God (the Father) Who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts
(by the Spirit) to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God
in the face of Jesus Christ (the Son)" (2 Cor. iv.6). On whom has it
shined! "The people that walked in darkness have seen a great
light; they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them
hath the light shined" (Isa. ix. 2). Wherefore does it shine 1 "To
bring out . . . them that sit in darkness" (Isa. xlii. 7). Our Saviour
says to His people, "I am the Light of the world" (John viii. 12).
He also says to them, "Ye are the light of the world" (Matt. v. 14).
The Lord Jesus Christ is the great Source from which all spiritual
light radiates. He is the Son of Righteousness shining on His Church.
His Church is the moon reflecting that light; feebly and faintly
indeed, but yet reflecting it over the worfd's darkness. Oh! that
we may reflect Him more brightly and perfectly, and that many may
be brought into the light at home and abroad through the preaching
of Christ crucified, risen and returning. As light dispels darkness, so
the Lord's coming will dispel all darkness and we shall" walk in the
light of the Lord" for ever. Then "the days of our mourning (or
darkness) shall be ended." Truly then, "Thy sun shall no more go
down, neither for brightness shall the moon give light unto thee;
but the Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy
glory" (Isa. Ix. 19, 20).
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.

New El/ham, S.E.9.
"LET THERE BE LIGHT."
" LET there be light "-Oh, speak that word again,
Father of mercies, o'er t.he soul's sad night;
Again we ask that miracle of love
Which chases nature's darkness and gives light.
" Let there be light "-to show how deep the gloom
Where sin has reigned unseen for many a day;
And, as the wild beasts hide at opening mom,
So now may evil passions flyaway.
" Let there be light "-a full, bright, glorious light,
Shed by the Sun of righteousness in love;
A light to cheer and comfort all around
With radiance borrowed from its source above.
" Let there be light "-'tis Thou must speak the word,
No power but Thine can kindle e'en a ray;
We plead with Thee, for Thou hast made us plead,
Oh, hasten then the glorious Spring of Day.
E. BELL BAXANDALL.
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" THREE APPEARINGS OF CHRIST."
By THE REV. F. PEACOCK, RD., INCUMBENT OF TRINITY CHURCH,
BUXTON.
THREE Appearings of Christ are alluded to in Heb. ix. 24-28. He
appeared in the past to put away sin. He appears now in Heaven to
plead our cause. He will appear again in the future to complete our
Salvation.
1. LET US TAKE A LOOK BACKWARD. "He appeared to put away
sin by the sacrifice of Himself." This was the main object of His first
Coming, all other objects being subordinate. He came to put away
the sins of His people by making a full and perfect atonement for
them. What the blood of bulls and goats could never effect, Christ
has accomplished with His own blood. The question of the believers'
sins was settled at the Cross and will never be raised again. Christ
" answered" for them. "He bare our sins in His own body on the
tree. " What a blessed moment it is_when we are led by the Holy
Spirit to see in Christ our Divine Substitute and Sin-bearer!
.. My soul looks back to see

The bu' den Thou didst bear
When hanging on the accursed tree,

And knows its guilt was there."
2. LET us TAKE A LOOK UPWARD. The same precious Saviour Who
with His blood redeemed us, has entered " into heaven itself now to
appear in the presence of God for us." He has not gone into any'
intermediate place. The Scriptures represent Him as being in heaven.
" When He had by Himself purged our sins He sat down on the right
hand of the Majesty on high." His sacrificial work being for ever
finished on the Cross, He now carries on His gracious intercessory work
as our High Priest. M'Cheyne once said, " If I could hear Christ
praying for me in the next room, I woulrl not fear a million enemies. "
No child of God need fear a million enemies, for though we cannot
actually hear Christ praying for us, we know that His intercession
perpetually and prevailingly goes on. "We have an Advocate with
the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous." Let us say with David,
" I will look up."
3. LET us TAKE A LOOK FORWARD. "Unto them that look for Him
shall He appear . . . without sin unto salvation." He appeared
the first time with special reference to sin. When He appears the
second time His object will be different. He will come for the complete salvation of His people. This will include" the redemption of
our body." He will " fashion anew the body of our humiliation that
it may be conformed to the body of His glory." When we contemplate
what Christ has done for us on the Cross; what He is doing for us
on the Throne; and what He is coming back to do for us by· andby, how full of joy and praise our hearts should be !-Monthly Letter,
Jan., 1922.
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THE LOSS OF ALL THINGS FOR CHRIST.

THE inspired Apostle of the Gentiles was willing to Buffer the loss
of all things for Christ (Phi!. iii. 7-8), and this statement was made by
him after he had learned, by personal experience, what it meant to
lose all things for His sake. This has ever been the way in which the
Holy Spirit has led those who believe. Adam and Eve must needs
part with their" fig leaves" in order to receive the "coats of skins"
provided for them. The patriarch Abraham must come out of VI'
of the Clialdees and follow Divine leadings, and travel as "a stranger
in a strange land." All the associations of his younger days must be
left behind, for the Word of the Lord said, "Get thee out of thy country,
and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house" (Gen. xii. 1).
Tllis was undoubtedly a great trial to him. Nevertheless, Abraham
"believed God," and was willing to suffer for His sake. In like manner
Moses" chose rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season" (Heb. xi. 25). How much he
lost for the Lord's sake! yet, how greatly he gained! When the
Lord Jesus was upon earth, He said to certain men, "Follow Me,"
and they "left all and followed Him" (Matt. iv. 18-22). So also in
the case of him whose language appears at the head of tllis paper, he
could say, "For Whom I have suffered the loss of all things." All
his earthly prospects were entirely changed. Instead of filling some
exalted position in Jewish affairs, and becoming a great light among
the Jews, and continuing his bitter persecution of Christ and His
followers, he is now willing to lose all this and much more for His sake.
Even his own fancied worth and carnal righteousness, his trust in the
law and his due observance of the same-all have to be "scrapped,"
and he is taught by the Holy Spirit to "count all things but loss for the
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus," his Lord and Master,
that he maybe "found in Hinl," in Hinl, the Rock of Ages, as Noah
and his fawly were in the ark; or as a branch is in the vine (John xv.
1-2). So bitterly was Paul persecuted by his former associates,
especially the Pharisees, that on one occasion at least they cried out,
"Away with such a fellow from the earth, for it is not fit that he should
live" (Acts xxii. 22). Five times he received of the Jews "forty
stripes save one," "thrice was he beaten with rods," "thrice he
suffered shipwreck"; he was in all sorts of "perils," and suffered
hunger and thirst and many other privations (see 2 Cor. xi. 23--33), but
none of these things moved him. He could suffer all losses, for Christ
Jesus of Nazareth was worthy of every sacrifice.
"'l'be love of Jesus-wbat it is,
None but His loved ones know"

j

but when they DO know it--really know it--no loss is too great faY
His dear sake. And now, by way of improvement, all Christ's
true followers must he willing to forsake all and follow Him. 'rhey
must part with all the delights of sin, they must turn their hacks upon
the world and worldly amusement; for" If any man love the world,
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the love of the Father is not in him" (1 John ii. 15). We must also
forsake all our self-righteousness and be willing to come to a full
Saviour empty-handed. We must lose all things for Christ, but
while we lose all things for His sake, we gain all things through Him.
We gain His precious blood to cleanse us from all sin, His spotless
righteousness to clothe our naked souls, His Holy Spirit to lead and
teach, His own sweet presence and peace all through the pilgrim
journey, together with glory at the end of the way; and all this without
money and without price.
Jesus, engrave it on my heart,
That Thou the one thing ueedful art;
I could from all things parted beU

But never, neVM", Lord, from Thee!'

Blad'gang, I.

~f

w.

STEPHEN

H.

JARVIS.

CLOUDS.
WHO is there among my dear readers without clouds 1 If not present
clouds we see them, or think we see them, loonring in the distance. If
dark in the distance-if eagerly scanned, it will be seen that God's
sent clouds are precursors of good. The soul is abundantly satisfied
with His provision.
May the Holy Spirit control our every thought as we meditate on
clouds, and give us right judgment and opened eyes revealing the
loving purposes of God in His dealings when He sends clouds.
First let us remember clouds are not permanent. They gather, they
disperse, they move on. So with our spiritual and temporal clouds.
They are all controlled, and not only controlled but" prepared" for
us, even as Jonah's gomd and worm were prepared for him. They
are not perpetual. When their mission of good has been fulfilled they
will be dispersed, or withdrawn by the Hand Divine. The love that
sent them is perpetual. "I have loved thee with an everlasting love."
He has blue skies and sunshine behind His clouds, as we shall see from
His own Word, and behold in our own experience.
We find in Exodus xiv. 20 that the Lord sent the cloud for division.
"It came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel."
Dear child of God, what a lesson there is here for us-a cloud between,
marking us off from the world. Does not the Lord send a dark,
impenetrable cloud sometimes as a dividing screen separating His
beloved from the world, separating them from His enemies and theirs,
separating them from even the very sight of them 1 Moreover, this
cloud was" a cloud and darkness to them, but it gave light to these."
Gave light. It actually illuminated the Israelites, the chosen of God,
whilst it was a cloud and darkness to the Egyptians. "So that the
one came not neal' the other all night." No attack, since the enemy
could not see. No fear, since all was bright on Israel's side. See in
this picture the unveiling of His love and tender care in the very
15
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clouds, and the darkness and mystery to those who know Him not. So
that we bless and praise His Name for the cloud of division.
Then we read of the cloud of guidance in Exodus xl. 36, 37, "When
the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle the children of Israel
went onward in all their journeys: but if the cloud were not taken up,
then they journeyed not till the day that it was taken up." We know
how wonderfully the Lord led through the wilderness in the cloud by
day and the fiery pillar of cloud by night. Some of us may see in this
picture a parable of the safe guiding of the soul when all is bright and
sunny around, distracting the attention from the Giver to the gifts.
But the Lord sends a cloud over the smiling blue to bring us back to
Himself. We shudder as we see the dark afJIiction, but it is a Godsent cloud to lead our footsteps back to the right way and to hide that
which is unsafe from our vision. Does it stay when the day is over?
Nay, it becomes a fire by night to light up the darkness, to move on
and on before us in the love-appointed way. So we see the cloud of
guidance.
Then there is a cloud for protection. See Psalm cv. 39, "He spread
a cloud for a covering, and fire to give light by night." For a covering.
It covered them from danger. "Thou hast covered my head in the
day of battle." "The beloved of the Lord shall dwell in safety by
Him, and the Lord shall cover him all the day long." "I have covered
thee in the shadow of Mine Hand." Dear believer, if thy cloud is as
the shadow of His Hand, oh, how near He is to thee. He is protecting
thee from the glare and from the dazzle of the false sun (for the Sun
of Righteousness has healing in His beams). He is protecting thee
from the sight of thine enemies. If the shadow of His Hand acts as a
cloud, blessed be the cloud, since it is the shadow of a pierced Hand
which covers thee.
Again, clouds are His pavilion. These thoughts concerning the
pavilion connected with clouds were suggested through the remarks
of a dear friend, and they are so fresh and sweet to me. See Psa. xviii.
11, " He made darkness His secret place." See also Psa. xxvii. 5, " In
the time of trouble He shall hide me in His pavilion." Continuing
Psa. xviii. 11 we read, "His pavilion round about Him were dark
waters and thick clouds of the sL-ies." They come from above. They
are His pavilion, His state encampment, so to speak. Oh, dear
sufferer, think of thy royal heritage! Think of the clouds as round
about Him and take comfort. "At the brightness that was before
Him His thick clouds passed." Yes all clouds disperse under the
influence of His splendour Who makes the clouds His pavilion. We
read in Jer. xliii. 10 of Nebuchadnezzar, "He shall spread his royal
pavilion over them." And we read of the Lord in Psa. xxxi. 20,
"Thou shalt keep them (His people) secretly in a pavilion from the
strife of tongues." So we find that a pavilion was a place of safety,
for it was the place, so to speak, of private audience in which only the
intimate and favoured would gain entrance.
We might find many other beautiful pictures of clouds, and see the

The Gospel Magazine

217

unfoldings of the Lord's loving care and tender watchfulness in all.
Ah! we shall never know till we reach the other side how much of life's
8weetness we owe to clouds.
"Can any understand the spreadings of the clouds? " (Job xxxvi.
29). Only God. "Dost thou know the balancings of the clouds? "
(Job xxxvii. 15). No, only God. Fear not, then, little f1ock"The clouds ye so much dread
Are big with mercy and shall break
In blessings on your head."
Think of clouds as connected with the Person of Jesus Christ.
At the Transfiguration (Matt. xvii. 5), "Behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and behold, a voice out of the cloud." The words may
well appeal to us now. They are applicable to believers at all times.
"This is My beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased; hear ye Him."
And this voice came out of the cloud.
Note it was a bright cloud; and we read in Zech. x. I, "The Lord
shall make bright clouds." This was a bright cloud in the midst of
which the Lord Jesus Christ Himself stood, and of Whom the voice of
the Lord spoke, "This is My beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased."
Again, when He ascended from earth, "a cloud received Him out of
their sight." Again, in Rev. xiv. 14, "I looked, and behold a white
cloud, and upon the cloud One sat like unto the Son of Man, having
on His head a golden crown."
"Behold, He cometh with clouds" (Rev. i. 7). "Caught up together
with them in the clouds" (1 Thess. iv. 17). And the sweetest and most
precious of all, "I have blotted out as a thick cloud thy transgressions,
and as a cloud thy sins" (Isa. xliv. 22).
So clouds proclaim the complete forgivenes8 of sins through God's
beloved Son, of Whom He spake out of the cloud at the Transfiguration.
"Your life is hid with Christ in God."
NETTlE.
MUCH OR LITTLE.
THE children of Israel were to gather-of manna-an omer for every
one, and that meant that they gathered some more, some less" according to their eating"-i.e., according to the number to be provided for. It says that" when they did mete it out with an omer, he
that gathered much had nothing over, and he that gathered little had
no lack." They had gone out in the morning with their vessels of all
sorts and sizes, being told how much they were entitled to, and it must
have encouraged them at least on the first morning to see that indeed
God's hand was with them-when on returning to their tents and
measuring they found how accurately they had reckoned. (We know
how pleasing it is to do a new or unusual thing perfectly, or to find a
thing immediately, or to have the hymn-book open on the hymn that
is given out.) If any had rather much, their surplus just met their
neighbour's deficiency, so there was neither surfeit nor want. Paul
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refers to it when he gives the instructions which we follow in making
collections.
Probably most of us know how it feels to wish that we had much.
If we are ambitious we might like as much as Job had-a very large
farm and a very great household. But he lost it all, and, feeling
desolate, he sat upon the ground. None of his wealth remained. But
wealth was not all that he had. He gathered much patience: so much
that the Lord Himself ment'ons it. But it only survived the long
wearing trial that fed it. He had none to bequeath to us who have
heard of it: he needed it all himself, and we must gather our OWD. We
might think of the faith of our father Abraham, how much he had;
but it had to bear the weight of years' longing and of severest trial.
Elijah was possessed of unexampled zeal and power when the hand of
the Lord was upon him, but he had none over. He lay spent and
dispirited with no boast to make. There never was another who had
the intimacy with God which Moses had. His face shone with the
light of the Lord, but is there any who would choose his wastings and
his burdens? David and other kings had victories, triumphs, and
glories, but we love his history because in our own conflicts we see a
reflection of his. He gathered much, but all went in his distresses.
Compared with him, we gather little, but it is the same Lord Who sends
from heaven, and we have no lack of deliverances and revivings. 'We
need not think that any of the people of God who seem to have more
grace or more gifts or more joys can save them up, and look at them
and live on them, and call them their own. They do not keep. If the
Lord Jesus had" strength enough and none to spare," will not I;I.is
disciples be led even as He was? Even He felt that virtue went out
of Him. He gave and spent Himself, till His strength that God had
given Him was" dried up like a potsherd."
But it is a sweet thing to gather much, to know some of the Lord's
joy that Paul knew when he said that he would gladly spend and be
spent for the Church's sake. It is the diligent soul that is made fat.
Those who water, need not fear for their own luxuriance. Elisha told
the King of Israel this when he smote on the ground only thrice. It
meant that he would have only three victories, whereas if he had
smitten five or six times he would have destroyed his enemies. "Ask
and ye shall receive," the Lord said. "Labour that ye may have to
give to him that needeth."
But no doubt there have been many children of God who have been
glad to think that "they that gathered little had no lack." Little
grace, and fewer gifts, they consider themselves to have. Not much
of a place in the Church of God-no place at all in the general welfare-"poor, weak, and worthless" they are. But morning after morning
finds them out of their tents looking for the Bread of Life that comes
down from heaven, gathering according to their eating, and" feeding
on Him in their hearts by faith with thanksgiving." They gather of
Him, and they shall never perish..;;
FOLLOWER-ON.
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A NOTE ON THE THREE "I "s OF ROMANS VII.
" I ," THE PERSONALITY
(symbolized by the woman--with her husband an entity), which
lVent into DEATH with CHRIST, through, and out to LIFE.
(Husband 1: "Dead.")
(Husband 2: "Alive for ever"I," the" sinful flesh" nature
more.")
which has paid the penalty to the
"I," the" new creature" through
justice of God iu CHRIST" made
the Holy Spirit" alive to God"
in the likeness of sinful flesh,"
and positionally "accepted" in
"made sin for us (2 Cor. v. 21),
CHRIST risen and GLORIFIED
andCRUCIFTED";judicially"con(1 John ii. 1, 2; iv.17); with a
demned" (viii. 3), and positionnew standing experimentally to
ally for ever removed from God's
be entered into "by faith"
sight at the CROSS (Heb. ix. 26;
(Eph. iii. 16-19) as the occupation
Col. i. 20, ii. 14); though as yet
of the renewed mind of one who
not experimentally from me. A
is risen with Christ.
matter for faith, not "feelings."
" I am ever being
pulled aside by "law of sin which
drawn back by "the law of the
is in my members."
Spirit of Life in CHRIST JEsuS"
(viii. 2).
1'0 this "Reckon yourselves
Here" reckon yourselves alive
dead" (vi. 11); "mortify the
unto God"; "Grow up into Him
deeds of the body" (viii. 13).
in all things" (Eph. iv. 15).
II

Looking (habitually)
but at "CHRIST Who is our
not at this side, the old SELFthe" body of death" to which I
LIFE," the Deliverer of verse 25.
am chained;
"I," through grace, find
(as a gifted servant of God, now" with Christ," once put it)
My CHRISTIANITY CHANGES
from Christ-I-anity
~
to CHRIST-i-anity.
Thus the Believer lives more fully in the blessedness of Chapter viii.
Thus the soul by imparted faith appropriates such gracious truths
as, e.g., John xv. 3--5, Gal. iv. 6, Col. ii. 10-14, 1 John iii. 1, iv. 15-17,
2 Cor. vi. 9-10, iii. 17-18 (N.B. method of transformation), and thus
through the indwelling Holy Spirit finds increasingly, "RIGHTEOUSNESS,
and PEACE, and JOY," in our Divine "HEAD."
"And now, little children, abide in Him; that when He shall appear,
we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before Him at His
coming."-1 John ii. 28.

J. J. P.
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REDEMPTION.-ITS

NECESSITY.

By

THE REV. JAMES WILLOUGHBY, M.A., PASTOR, BECCLES.
A PAPER READ AT THE SOVEREIGN GRACE UNION CONFERENCE, HELD
AT GROVE CHAPEL, CAMBERWELL, LONDON, IN MAY, 1918.

IN dealing with this subject, I shall be obliged to lay bare the darkest
facts of which men on earth have any knowledge. My remarks are
addressed to those who admit that the Holy Scriptures are the inerrant,
the only, and the all-sufficient rule of Christian faith and practice.
Redemption is deliverance by ransom. The deliverance consists
of three parts, namely, (1) deliverance from the guilt of sin, or justification; (2) deliverance from the bondage of sin, or sanctification;
and (3) deliverance from all the evil consequences of sin, or glorification.
"Being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is
in Christ Jesus." "Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the
law." These passages refer to deliverance from the guilt of sin. "Ye
were redeemed, not with corruptible things, with silver or gold, from
your vain manner of life handed down from your fathers; but with
precious blood, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot, even
the blood of Christ" (R.V.); "He gave Himself for us that He might
. . . purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works."
These passages refer to deliverance from the bondage of sin. "When
these things begin to come to pass, then look up and lift up your heads,
for your redemption draweth nigh." "Even we ourselves groan
within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption. of
our body." These passages refer to deliverance from the last of the
evil consequences of sin.
I have said that redemption is deliverance by ransom. We shaH
look, firstly, at the necessity of the deliverance; and secondly, at the
necessity of the ransom.

1. THE NECESSITY OF THE DELIVERANCE.
1. We need deliverance from the guilt of sin.
If a person maliciously defamed my character, I, at any rate, should
be very conscious of the fact that in the conduct of that person there
was a something that deserved punishment-that something would
be guilt. The guilt of sin is that something in sin that deserves punishment. Sin is not merely a disease, it is a crime. This is abundantly
proved by the forensic language so freely used in the epistle to t),e
Romans, and elsewhere in the Scriptures, where we find such terms
as "law," "judge," "judgment," "guilty," '~condemnation," "punishment," etc. Sin is a violation of the highest law in the entire universe.
The guilt of sin deserves for the sinner endless punishment. This
is proved by the fact that endless punishment will be inflicted on those
who remain impenitent. "These shall go away into everlasting
punishment." Everlasting means endless. If all the various kinds
of language used in the Bible to express the duration of future punishment were used to express the duration of any other thing in the
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future state, no one who believes the Bible would ever doubt the
endlessness of the duration of that thing.
By some it is subtly asserted that those who will never repent will
be put out of existence, and will remain out of existence for ever;
and that this will be endless punishment. But this would not be
endless punishment. Endless punishment is punishment that goes on
endlessly. No one could go on punishing a person that did not exist.
It would be nonsense to talk about punishing a dead man by burning
his effigy; it would be greater nonsense still to talk about punishing
a man that did not exist by doing nothing at all to him.
If anyone should say that to put a person out of existence for ever
would be endless punishment because it would endlessly prevent his
enjoying any pleasure, it could with as much reason be said that to
put a person out of existence for ever would be endless reward, because
it would endlessly prevent his suffering any pain.
In God's sight, the guilt of sin is enormous. We should never speak
of little sins. There is no such thing as a little sin. To take and eat
a little fruit might be considered a very trifling thing; but if done in
violation of a Divine command, it would not be a trifling thing. This
was what Adam and Eve did, and what was the result! Think of all
the human suffering experienced between the time of the fall and the
time of the flood. Add to that all the human suffering experienced
between the time of the flood and the time of the Crucifixion. Add to
that all the untold sufferings of Christ on the cross. Add further, all
the wars and famines and pestilences from which millions of human
beings have suffered, and all the pangs and disappointments and
losses and crosses and pains that millions of human beings have
experienced, and all the tears that millions have shed, between the
time of the Crucifixion and the present moment. Add to all the foregoing, the sufferings of multitudes between the present time and the
time of the sound of the last trump. To the sufferings already mentioned add all the misery of all the lost sons and daughters of Adam
in eternity; and as you try to think of that bottomless ocean of human
suffering, think of it all as being the result of the eating of a little fruit
in violation of God's command. Never again call any sin a little sin.
Every sin is a big sin, and our big sins are millions in number, they
deserve for us endless punishment. We now can see the necessity of
deliverance from the guilt of sin.
2. We need deliverance from the bondage of sin.
In our unregenerate state we are totally depraved.
The unregenerate before the flood were totally depraved. "And
God saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that
every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually." Here it is stated that the imagination of man's heart was
evil. The passage does not say that some imaginations were evil and
some good. It says that every imagination was evil. It does not say
that every imagination was evil mixed with good. It says that every
imagination was only evil. It does not say that every imagination
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was only evil one day, but not so bad the next. It says that every
imagination was continually only evil. "Every imagination of the
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually." No lawyer could
draw up a document more free from loophole than is this passage.
Here is total depravity. So that total depravity is possible, for
such a thing existed before the flood.
But what about the unregenerate since the flood? Let us see.
(a) "The imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth." "The
heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked." "They
are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable;
there is none that doeth good, no, not one." "There is no fear of God
before their eyes." Here we have a te1'l'ible indictment. These
passages, taken together, represent unregenerate hearts as being
totally depraved.
(b) Every human being is either united to Christ, or apart from Christ.
The man who is apart from Christ is powerless to do anything spiritually
good. "Apart from Me ye can do nothing."
(c) Every human being is either spiritually alive or spiritually dead.
Paul writes, "You hath He quickened who were dead in trespasses
and sins." Now just as a dead slave cannot please a master, so a
spiritually dead man cannot please God.
(d) In the Epistle to the Romans, chap. viii., Paul divides the entire
human race into two classes. One class consistJl of those that are" in
the spirit"; the other claJlS consists of those that are "in the flesh."
Does he say, "They that are in the flesh sometimes displease God" ?
He says something stronger than this. Does he say, "They that are
in the flesh frequently displeaJle God"? He says something stronger
than this. Does he say, "They that are in the flesh find it extremely
hard to please God"? He says something stronger than even this.
He says, "They that are in the flesh cannot please God." "I know
that in me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing." "The carnal
mind is enmity against God, for it is not subject to the law of God,
neither indeed can be. So then, they that are in the flesh cannot
please God." Here we have total depravity all the time since the
flood. We know what "cannot" means. The man who is so bad
that he can do nothing spiritually good-so bad that he cannot please
God-that man is totally depraved. You might as well talk about
swimming up a waterfall, or climbing a pillar of smoke, or swinging
out of a rainbow, or walking on a cloud, as talk about unregenerate
men doing what is spiritually good, for, "they that are in the flesh
cannot please God." The most refined, cultured, kindly, and virtuous
lady that is not regenerated is totally depraved. Before the will is
liberated by regeneration it is enslaved by sin: The operation of grace
is needed to enable a person to will what is spiritually good, as well as
to do what is spiritually good. "It is God that worketh in you to will
and to do of His good pleasure." "They that are in the flesh cannot
please God." Perhaps some one says, "If an unregenerate man, out of
pure kindness, gave a shilling to a beggar, would not that be pleasing
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God 1" No, it would be vitiated by the fact that it was not done
for God. "Whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God." Every
act should be done for God. The unregenerate lllan does nothing for
God, hence, "they that are in the flesh cannot please God."
From the foregoing it is quite obvious that man in his unregenerate
state needs deliverance from the bondage of sin.
3. We need deliverance from all the evil consequences of sin.
In the case of those that die, the death and corruption of the body
are the last of the evil consequences of sin that befall the people of God.
Of course when the Lord returns, the bodies of some of His people
will be alive, and these will be changed and glorified in a "moment,
in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump"; but the bodies of the
vast majority of the Lord's people will have died. Human beings are
not complete without their bodies, consequently it is necessary that
those bodies should be raised from the dead. "This mortal must put
on immortality." It is the same body that is laid in the grave that
will be raised again. "It is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption." The "it" that is sown is the "it" that will be raised. "For
this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put
on immortality." It is "this corruptible" that must" put on incorruption"; and "this mortal" that must "put on immortality." "The
Lord Jesus, Who shall change this vile body, that it may be fashioned
like unto His glorious body." It is "this vile body" that will be
"fashioned like unto His glorious body." "All that are in the graves
shall hear His voice and shall come forth." The bodies that are "in
the graves" are the bodies that" shall come forth."
Somebody says, "These bodies dissolve, and in many cases, multitudes of the particles of which they are composed pass into grass, and
from the grass into the lower animals, and from the lower animals into
man, and soon they go back to the earth again. They scatter far and
wide. How then 'Could these bodies be raised 1 "
One answer given to this question is somewhat like the following ;Identity of particles is not necessary to identity of body. All the
particles in the human body change every seven years; but the body
remains the same body. A man of seventy years old dies. In his
body at its death there is not a single particle that was in the body
at its birth; yet it is the same body. Now if the body that was born
and the body that dies is the same body, in spite of the fact that in it
at death there is not a single particle that was in it at birth, why may
not the body that dies and the body that will rise be the same body,
even jf at resurrection there should not be in it a single particle that
was in it at death 1
It is, however, not necessary for us to argue in this way at all. If
identity of particles should be necessary to identity of body, God, Who
is Almighty, will have all the necessary particles back again at the
right time and at the right place, even if, between death and the
resurrection, these particles should have gone round the world a
thousand times over.
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THE NECESSITY OF THE RANSOM.

Some Scriptures teach that Christ gave His blood a ransom; others,
that He gave His life a ransom; others, that He gave Himself a ransom.
Taking all these together we find that
Christ dying on the cross was the Ransom. Now since Christ dying
on the cross was the ransom, it follows that Christ dying on the cross
was His people's Substitute. A ransom is something given instead
of that which is ransomed; therefore, since Christ was His people's
ransom, it follows that He was given instead of the people ransomed ;
and since He was given instead of the ransomed, He was their Substitute. A substitute is something given, or put, instead of something
else.
This view is powerfully confirmed by all passages of Scripture
declaring that His people's sins were laid on Christ, and that Christ
was stricken for these sins. "Himself bare our sins in His own body
on the tree." "For the transgression of My people was He stricken."
In theological circles it is now very usual to deny the doctrine of substitution; at the same time, do not be surprised if some wbo deny that
Christ 'died instead of anybody become angry with others for denying
that Christ died instead of everybody.
It may be asked, "Why did not God deliver His people from the
guilt, bondage, and all the evil consequences of sin without a ransom?
Why was it said, 'As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even
so must the Son of Man be lifted up!' Why was the ransom
necessary?" We have the answer in the following passage:" Being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus: Whom God set forth to be a propitiation through faith
in His blood, to declare His righteousness for the remission of sins
that are past, through the forbearance of God; to declare, I say, at this
time His righteousness, that He might be just, and the justifier of him
which believeth in Jesus." Here a bright beam of white light from
heaven falls on the mystery. The reason why the ransom was
necessary is clearly seen in the light of this beam. It is this :-Just as
in sin there is a something that deserves punishment, and that something is guilt; so in God there is a something that cannot Jet sin go
unpunished, and that something is justice. It would be unjust on
God's part to let sin go unpunished. If guilty men are to go free from
the punishment of their sins, a sinlcss substitute must bear that punishment in their placc. Christ dying on the cross paid His people's
penalty in their stead, and satisfied Divine justice, in ordcr that God
"might be just," and at the same time" the justifier of him that
helieveth in Jesus."
Now, since it would be unjust on God's part to let sin go unpunished,
it follows that it would be unjust on His part to let sin go even partly
unpunished. And since it would be unjust on His part to let sin go
even partly unpunished, it follows that the penalty paid by Christ for
His people's sins was an exact legal equivalent of the penalty they
would have had to pay in a lost eternity had Christ not died in their
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stead. Since Christ has paid His people's penalty in full, God now,
without being in the least degree unjust, can impute to them the pure
white glistening righteousness of His glorious Son. He can, without
acting unjustly, justify and sanctify them hcre, and glorify them
hereafter.
Before closing, I should like to say, for the encouragement of anxious
seekers, that if anyone on earth is willing to be delivered by the great
Ransom from the guilt· and power of sin now, and from all its evil
consequences by-and-by, that person may joyfully trust in the Ransom
for the deliverance. His or her willingness to be thus delivered is a
proof that he or she is loved ,vith God's eternal electing love.

GAMES ON THE L'ORD'S DAY.
AT a recent Mothers' Union Conference, held at St. Albans, the Bishop
of St. Albans was asked, "What about Sunday games 1" The Bishop
replied to this effect (according to the testimony of three of those who
heard him): "By all means have Sunday games. I was brought up
not to play them, so I don't. If I am made to play them, I feel uncomfortable; but I know it is wrong-yes, wrong-not to allow Sunday
"games. One of the clergy wrote to me, asking should he organize
cricket on Sunday, and I replied: 'By all means.' Some will try and
make it into a Jewish Sabbath, but we must remember that Sunday
is a festival-a holiday-and why not have games on a holiday 1 We
are soon going to have football matches on Sunday, and thousands of
people watching them. It is corning. There may be danger in this,
but who am I to oppose it 1 As for golf, what can be the harm in
swinging a stick on Sunday 1 "
With reference to the above, the Committee of the Lord's Day
Observance Society wrote: "The Committee of this Society have
learned with much regret that it is reported that recently at a Mothers'
Union Conference you expressed yourself as in favour of games being
played on the Lord's Day. The Committee very much hope that your
Lordship may be able to assure them that the report is incorrect.
They feel most strongly that such an innovation would be with
disastrous consequences to the country as a whole, and more particularly to the rising generation."
The Bishop replied :-" I cannot see that I am called upon to state
my views with regard to the proper observance of Sunday to your
Committee or to anyone else. I have all my life been a staunch
supporter of the due observance of Sunday as a day of worship, and
as the weekly festival commemorating Our Lord's Resurrection, and
I have also taken all active part in doing my best to secure a weekly
day of rest for all workers, but I am not prepared to enter into
correspondence and controversy with regard to how Christians should
spend their Sundays in between their worship."-The Lord's Day,
January, 1922.
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EXTRACT FROM THE DIARY OF THE LATE
G. A., OF BIRKENHEAD.
Sed. moming, 2200 Jan., 1876.
What is my testimony with regard to that humbling Scripture, " In
me, that is in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing" 1 and this other,
" Out of the heart of man proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries,
fornications, uncleanness, thefts, covetousnesS\' etc., and these are the
things that defile a man" 1 My testimony is that, it is !nte. I have
found it true in me by bitter and painful reflection on this corrupt
fountp.in within. There is no soundness in it. Not a particle of
natural holiness-if the term be admissible. "Behold, I am vile."
This is my deliberate conviction this day. Lord, cleanse Thou me,
grant me truth in the inward parts, in the hidden parts make me to
know wisdom; for well do I know that unless I am by Thee, in a
way of free and sovereign grace, made to know it, I never shall attain
it by human effort and free-will acquirements. Oh, how immensely
short do free-will efforts leave a human soul, of that salvation which
is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. These are as delusive in their
effects as the issues of free grace are glorious!
No doubt it is to me a great mystery how all this sin of mine, felt
and unfelt, seen by me and hidden by reason of its own blinding
nature from me, can be blotted out, pardoned, freely forgiven, and
my soul saved from it, root and branch; from its guilt and curse now
by the imputation of Christ's righteousness; and from its very inbeing
at death and in the resurrection. At death, if I am indeed one of the
Lord's people, oh, how glorious and blessed will the change be! How
vast and inconceivable! My soul will then drink the water of life
to the very full; no interruption, no weariness throughout a long,
peaceful, and blessed eternity, with God the Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost, saints and unfallen angels. How cheering the prospect!
My redeemed body at the Resurrection morn will be raised a glorious
body, no more to yield any obedience to the will of the flesh, or in the
slightest way be the slave and drudge of sin. Who can now conceive
the happiness, the blessedness, the grace and glory which await the
saints of the Most High, the redeemed of the Lord, the sought out and
the city not forsaken 1
"My soul shall pray for Zion still
While life and strength remains;
There my best friends and kindred dwell,
There God, my Saviour reigns."
I

GOD commanded men to bear the cross, not to adore it; they desire
to adore that which they will not spiritually or bodily carry with them.
So to worship God is to depart from Him. The only acceptable service
is that, born of faith and supported by the Divine grace, which issues
in an all-embracing love.-Bp. Claudius of Turin, A.D. 818.
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THE REV. WM. PARKS ON DANCING
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,-I am taking the liberty of writing for permission to print in our Magazine Mr. Park's excellent article on Danciug,
a permission which I trust you will kindly grant. May I be permitted
t<l say how much I enjoy THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE 1 There is a fine
spiritual tone pervading its articles, a spirituality that is free from
shallow sentimentalism, and which has its virility from the Scriptural
source from which it is drawn. Your testimony against many of the
prevailing opinions of the times appeals to me also.
With every good wish,
Free Presbyterian Manse,
Yours very sincerely,
Wick, 14th March, 1922.
D. BEATON.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-We have now finished the first half of our forty-ninth
year of Mission work. They have been six months of blessed labour,
often till late hours, in packing and correspondence and the work
incidental to spreading the truth of God amongst our sailors and
soldiers; but the Lord has been with us and has blessedly and lovingly
sustained us and enabled us to "carry on" in our wide field of labour.
Will our friends accept cur heartfelt thanks for all t·heir kind help,
and remember that the need is still just as great. There is no ceasing
in the service for Christ and His truth, and we look to them for the
means t·o enable us to press forward.
Yours in Go~pe.l bonds,
6, Stirling Road, Bath Road,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bl'istol, April, 1922.
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lIJroastant llhacon.
PROTESTANT POINTS.
XII.-THE HEAD

OF

THE CHURCH.

CHRIST is the sole Head of the Church, that Church which Holy
Scripture, in several places, speaks of as "the Church of God," and
which is designated in the Creed called the Apostles' Creed, "The
Holy Catholic Church."
We have already defined this Church (Protestant Points, No. X.),
and it now remains to show that the Lord Jesus Christ is its true,
proper, and only Head.
In Eph. i. 22, 23, we read, "And hath put all things under His feet"
(Christ's), "and gave'Him to be the Head over all things to the Church,
which is His body." So, too, Eph. iv. 15, "But, speaking the truth
in love, may grow up into Him in all things, which is the Head, even
Christ," and chap. v. 23, "The husband is the head of the wife, even
as Christ is the Head of the Church, and He is the Sa.viour of the body."
Again, Col. i. 18, "He" (the Son of God) "is the Head of the body,
the Church." The Church in these passages, and in 1 Cor. xii. 12, is
likened to the human body, consisting of head and members. It is
evident, therefore, that the Church cannot have two heads. A human
body with two heads would be a monstrosity!
Neither in the Scriptures quoted above, nor in any other Scripture
is there ny hint of a human head of the Church on earth. Yet it is
claimed for the Pope of Rome that he is the head of the Church, and
the Vicar of Jesus Christ. He is indeed the head of the politico-religious
organization known as the Church of Rome; but it has been shown
that Rome's claim to be the One Holy Catholic Church cannot be
upheld from the Bible, but that, on the contrary, the Holy Scriptures
prove that she is an apostate Church. Christ, she says, founded the
Church upon Peter, and Peter was the first Bishop of Rome. Neither
of these assumptions can be substantiated.
1. We read that our Lord said to Peter who, when taught of God,
he confessed, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God"-"I say
also unto thee, that thou art Peter" (7I'iTpor-a stone), "and upon
this rock (7I'iTpa) I will build my Church" (Matt. xvi.IB-IS). "This
rock" refers, doubtless, to the declaration or confession which Peter
had just given utterance to. It could not refer to Peter (7I'irpo,),
as "rock" (7I'iTpa) is feminine. In this way were the Lord's words
understood by most of the ancient" Fathers." Peter was neither the
foundation, nor the builder, but Christ alone, Whom Peter had just
confessed as "the Christ, the Son of t,he living God." "I will build,"
said Christ, and His apostle writes, "Other foundation can no man
lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ" (1 Cor. iii. 11).
2. Peter never claimed or exercised supremacy over the other
apostles, but, on the contrary, dehorts against any such a superiority.
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He writes of himself as "an Apostle of Jesus Christ," and as "an elder,"
saying, "The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an
elder." "Feed the flock of God . . . neither as being LORDS over
God's heritage, but being ensamples to the flock," and then he names
Christ as "THE CHIEF SHEPHERD "-" And when the Chief Shepherd
shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away"
(1 Peter v. 1-4). Moreover, at the Council of the" Apostles and
elders," held at Jerusalem (Acts xv.), it was James who presided (see
verse 19) and not Peter, though he was present, and addressed the
assembly.
3. The Roman tradition is that Peter was Bishop of Rome from the
year 42 to 67 A.D., but there is no reliable evidence of this, and, on the
other hand, the silence of Holy Scripture seems a clear proof to the
contrary. For the apostle Paul's Epistle, "to all that be in Rome,
beloved of God, called to be saints" (chap. i. 7), wlllch, according to the
generally received date, was written A.D. 58, contains no mention of
Peter. In the last chapter of that epistle there is a long list of saints
at Rome to whom Paul sent Apostolic salutations, but no mention of
Peter-no greeting to the one who is claimed to have beeu "Pope"
of Rome for many years! Nor is there any reference to Peter in any
one of the three epistles of Paul, written from Rome when he was a
prisoner there in A.D. 62, viz., Ephesians, Phjlippialls, and Colossians.
ilis arrival in Rome was in A.D. 61, but in the account of that arrival
contained in Acts xxviii., there is no mention whatever of Peter!
Surely this could not have been the case, had Peter been, as Rome
asserts, Bishop of the imperial city at that time.
4. The Bishop of Rome claims, further, to be the "Vicar of Jesus
Christ." But nothing is said of any such office in the Church of Christ,
in the Word of God. In Eph. iv. 11, 12, the apostle gives a list of
gifts conferred by the ascended Lord; "He gave some, apostles; and
some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and
teachers, for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry,
for the edifying of the body of Christ." Also, in 1 Cor. xii. 28, he
declares: "God hath set some in the Church: first, apostles;
secondarily, prophets; tlllrdly, teachers," etc., etc. Obviously, had
the Lord appointed any individual to hold such an office as that of
His Vicar on earth, it would have been made known in these passages
of Holy Writ.
It has already been shown that Christ is the sole Head of His Church,
and His only "Vicar" (if, indeed, we may use such a term) is the Holy
Spirit, according to His words, "I will pray the Father, and He shall
give you another Comforter, that He may abide with you for ever;
even the Spirit of truth" (John xiv. 16-17, pt.), and verse 18, "I will
not leave you comfortless ('07phans' marg.), I will come to you."
And before His ascension was tllls assurance given, "Lo, I am with
you always, even unto t.he end of the world" (Matt. xxviii. 20).
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By the death of the Rev. Thomas ]\ilartin, Pastor of Providence
Chapel, Church Street, Brighton, the Society has lost a valued friend.
Mr. Martin was 68 years of age, and prior to his removal to Brighton
was for 41 years Minister of Five As)! Down Chapel, Buxt,~d, Sussex.
His illness was painful, but he was enabled to bear a blessed testimony
to the presence of his Lord and bis hope of eternalliie was unclouded.
Funeral services were conducted by the Revs. W. Sinden and J. W.
Tobitt.
Mr. F. W. Nugent, of Balliam, has also passed away after a ministry
of many years. He was ever ready to help the Institution, and will he
greatly missed by a large circle of the Lord's people.
Grove Chapel, Camberwell, and the neighbouring Church at the
Brixton Tabernacle, have again sent generous contributions to the
Institution. In each place we have a large number of warm-hearted
supporters. The Revs. H. Atherton and E. Roe and Messrs. C. J.
Lock and Arnold Boulden, and the Lady Collectors are devoted helpers.
The Croydon Auxiliary renders valuable service, the Ladies' and Young
People's Working Parties making up a noble total for the year. We
mourn the continued illness of the Rev. Waiter Brooke, Pastor of West
Street Chapel, to whose help the Society owes much.
Many copies of the forthcoming History of the Society have been
bespoken, and it is hoped that benefit will accrue through its publication.
WE have received from Mr. G. H. Fromow, of 1, Wellesley Road,
Chiswick, London, W.4, a report of The Sovereign Grace Advent
Testimony Soci.ety.for the year 1920-21. This is a movement amongst
the Strict Baptists for the study of Prophetic and Advent ·Truth. The
report is distinctly encouraging. Its opening statement is as follows :" This movement has, by the grace of God, been continued through
a third year of witness to the Truths set out in its Statement of Basis;
both with regard to the doctrines of Free, Sovereign and Distinguishing
Grace, and Prophetic and Advent Truth. The aim has been, on the
basis of the former, to set the latter in its rightful place, in the ministry,
in the churches, and with individual believers. We would not bave it
thought that Prophecy is the only branch of Truth which engages our
heart and mind. Nay, rather, we have a ' harp of ten strings,' but
we find that so many brethren ignore, or, according to the light we
have, misread the prophetic word, that we find it incumbent upon us
to sound out a call for its reinstatement, in due proportion in the whole
body of Truth; and this is of special importance as we near the end
of this age."
Mr. Fromow will be glad to furnish information as to all meetings
and the literature which is recommended.

