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AN APPEAL TO OUR READERS.
THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
SOMB time ago we placed before our :readers, on behalf
of our Co-trustees, a frank statement of our financial
position. In consequence of the greatly increased cost of
printing and postage we felt it necessary to make an
urgent appeal for prayer and for regular financial help.
The Trustees desire to thank God for His gracious answer
to our united prayers. They praise Him for His enabling
help and goodness during the year 1922, and they warmly
thank our many readers, rich and poor, for their liberal
response to our appeal.
They wish, however, to remind them that the need
of financial aid is no less urgent than it was. The
Magazine is published very considerably below cost price,
and only by the regular help of our many friends can
it continue to be issued. The need of testimony to the
great doctrines of grace was never greater. The Trustees,
therefore, confidently look up to our Covenant-keeping
God still to dispose the hearts of His scattered people
to supply them with the necessary funds to carry on
this important work. They would also urge our readers
to use all their influence to increase the circulation.
Donations and Annual Contributions may be sent to the
Publisher, Mr. Samuel Arnold, 74 Strand, London, W,C. 2,
or to the Editor.
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•. Who comtorteth us in all our tribulatlon, that we mlly be able to comfort them which are La &oy
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselv. are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4..

FAITH IN DIVINE OMNIPOTENCE.
" There is nothing too hard for Thee."-JEREMIAH xxxii. 17.
THESE words may be described as Jeremiah's confession of faith
in the omnipotence of GOD. We ourselves frequently make a
similar confession in another form. We say, "I believe in GOD
the FATHER ALMIGHTY." This is only another way of saying
that we believe that there is nothing too hard for the LORD. With
Him all things are possible. There is no limit to His power. With
the patriarch Job we may rightly say, "I know that Thon canst
do everything" (Job xlii. 2). This great truth is full of unspeakable
comfort to GOD'S people. It is suited to the needs of the
awakened sinner. It is suited to the needs of the young believer. It is also suited to the needs of the aged saint. The
need of Divine omnipotence is felt in every stage of our spiritual
history. In reference to this assurance of the LORD'S unlimited
power three things may be considered : 1. Its Basis.
2. Its Occasion.
3. Its Application.
1. First, let us think oj the basis oj this assurance. What led the
prophet Jeremiah to give expression to it 1 What made him say,
" There is nothing too hard for Thee" ·1
In the first place he based his beliej on GOD'S creative power.
Jeremiah looked at the heavens above, the earth beneath, the
sea, and all that in them is, and he said, "Ab LoRD GOD! behold,
Thou hast made the heaven and the earth by Thy great power
and stretched out arm, and there is nothing too hard for Thee."
A GoD Who in the beginning created the heavens and the earth
has no limit to His power. That was Jeremiah's conviction. To
him the first chapter of GenesiS was no myth. It was the inspired
and infallible record of GOD'S creative work, and the revelation of
Divine onmipotence which it conveys gave comfort to the heart
of the prophet. So when we are confronted with difficulties which
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seem insurmountable let us look above, around, and below, and
behold the marvellous handiwork of our GoD. Then we, too, will
be ready to say. "Ah LoRD GOD! there is nothing too hard for
Thee." This is what Hezekiah did when He was confronted with
the mighty Host of Sennacherib, the King of Assyria. He took
refuge in Divine omnipotence. He spread the King's defiant
letter before the LoRD and said, "0 LORD GOD of Israel, Which
dwellest between the cherubims, Thou art the GOD, even Thou
alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth; Thou hast made heaven
and earth" (2 Kings xix. 15). The GOD Who made heaven and
earth could surely overthrow the king of Assyria, however strong
and mighty his army. The apostles, in New Testament times,
took refuge in the same truth. When forbidden by the authorities
to speak or teach in the name of JESUS they " lifted up their voice
t<> GOD with one accord, and said, LORD, Thou art GoD, Which hast
made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is. . . .
Behold their threatenings: and grant unto Thy servants, that with
all boldness they may speak Thy word" (Acts iv. 24, 29). In like
manner in our times of perplexity and difficulty let us say with
the Psalmist, " Our help is in the name of the LORD, Who made
heaven and earth" (Psa. cxxiv. 8). Let us ignore those who deny
the Divine record of GOD'S own creative work, and let us take
refuge in the blessed truth of His omnipotence display:ed by the
works of His hands. Let us remember that "The invisible things
of Him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead" (Rom. i. 20). "Lift up your eyes on high, and behold
Who hath created these things, that bringeth out their host by
number: He calleth them all by names by the greatness of His
might, for that He is strong ilb power" (Isa. xl. 26).
Secondly, Jeremiah based !lis belief in Divine omnipoten{)e on the
omniscience of GOD.
These attributes of GOD are closely connected. Divine ability
is associated with Divine knowledge. The prophet says, Thou
art "Great in counsel, and mighty in work: for Thine eyes are
open upon aU the ways of the sons of Inen: to give everyone
according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings"
(v. 19). JEHOVAH lis mighty Lin .work because He knOW!!
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all the ways of the sons of men. "All things are naked
and opened unto the eyes of Him with Whom we have to
do" (Heb. iv. 13). His knowledge as well as His power is
infinite. "The ways of man are before the eyes of the LORD,
and He pondereth all his goings" (Prov. v. 21). If He were not
Omniscient His ignorance of our circumstances would prevent
His rendering aid in our times of need. But He is not only able
to do all things, He also knoweth all things. The prophet therefore in effect says, I know that "there is nothing too hard for
Thee" because Thou hast not only all power, but all knowledge.
Thou canst determine beforehand to carry out Thy purposes
because the eternal future is known to Thee. Thou knowest the
downsitting and the uprising of Thy people. "Thou knowest all
their thoughts. Their groanings are not hid from Thee. Thou
knowest what things they have need of. Thou knowest their
difficulties, perplexities, and temptations, and there is nothing too
hard or too wonderful for Thee to do on their behalf. Is not this
a comfort 1 Our Covenant GOD knoweth all His elect people.
He knoweth the country in which they live, the town or village in
which they dwell, and the very house or room which they occupy.
Their thoughts, desires, and needs are all known to Him, and He
is able to help them and pledged by Covenant promises to supply
all their needs.
Thirdly, the prophet's belief in Divine omnipotence was based on
GOD'S past dealings with His people.
GOD had brought His people Israel out of Egypt "with signs,
and with wonders, and with a strong hand, and with a stretched
out arm, and with great terror," and He gave to them the land
which He had sworn to their fathers to give them (verses 21, 22).
Their deliverance from Egypt, their deliverance at the Red Sea,
and their final conquest of Canaan were all exhibitions of Divine
power. He Who had thus wrought for His people could still work.
There was nothing too hard or too wonderful for Him to do for
them. It is well for us to recall GOD'S past dealings with us
when fresh trials of faith overtake us. We need to talk of all His
wondrous works in the past. How dark our path was! How
shut up we were! How difficult the problems which faced us.
But we cried unto the LORD and He heard us, and by His great
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power He delivered us out of our distresses. Fear not then to
go forward. The sea saw and fled. Jordan was driven back
when He appeared for His people. It is still true, and it will always
be true, that there is nothing too hard for Him. The redemption
that is in CHRIST is at once an exhibition of His power, His wisdom,
and His grace. Divine wisdom as the outcome of Divine love and
grace devised the scheme by which a Divine Surety should come
forth and bear the penalty of sin in the place of the objects of
Divine mercy. Divine power was exhibited in the gracious fulfilment of the Divine purpose. That same power works on the hard
hearts of dead, stubborn, careless, and indifferent sinners, gives
life to the spiritually dead, and saves them according to His own
purpose and grace given them in CHRIST JESUS before times eternal.
If we have been brought out of the horrible pit of sin and set firmly
upon the Rock of Ages, we are ourselves illustrations of the
omnipotence of GOD.
2. We may now think 0/ th~ occasion 0/ this assumnce.
When the prophet Jeremiah used the words we are considering,
the king of Babylon's army was besieging Jerusalem, and the
prophet had foretold that the city would be given up into the
hand of the enemy. The Chaldeans were about to set fire to the
city and destroy its temple and lay the whole city in ruins (Jer.
xXKii. 2-5, 24-29). Yet the LORD made a promise which from a
human point of view was most unlikely to be accomplished. He
had said, "Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the GoD of Israel: Houses
and fields and vineyards shall be possessed again in this land "
(v. 15). It was this remarkable promise that occasioned the
prophet's expression of faith in the Divine omnipotence. He was
so confident that the Word of the LoRD would come true, in spite
of appearances to the contrary, that he said, "There is nothing
too hard for Thee." The promise was given at an unlikely time.
It was made to a people who because of their disobedience and
sin were utterly unworthy of the mercy which the promise enshrined.
Evil had characterized the children of Israel and the children of
Judah from their youth. Their kings, their princes, their priests,
their prophets, and the people generally had provoked the LORD
to anger. They had turned their backs upon Him. When He
rose up early to teach them they hearkened not. They gave them-
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selves over to the abominations of the heathen (vv. 30-35). Yet
in spite of all this the LORD did not abandon them. He still had
purposes of mercy towards them. He said, " Behold, I will gather
them out of all countries, whither I have driven them in Mine
_anger, and in My fury, and in great wrath; and I will bring them
again unto this place, and I will cause them to dwell safely: and
they shall be My people, and I will be their GOD: and I will give
them one heart, and one way, that they may fear Me for ever
for the good of them, and of their children after them: and I will
make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will not turn
away from them, to do them good; but I will put My fear in their
hearts, that they shall not depart from Me. . . . And fields' shall
be bought in this land, whereof ye say, It is desolate without man
and beast. . . . for I will cause their captivity to return, saith
the LORD" (vv. 37-40). This wonderful prophecy is evidently
still future. It covers not only the return to their own land of
the people of Israel, but their conversion by Divine grace. The
LoRD will give them one heart and one way that they fear Him
for ever. He will put His fear in their hearts that they shall not
depart from Him. At present as a nation they are destitute of
the fear of the LORD. Now Jeremiah the prophet believed the
Word of the LORD in reference to His people, and hence he said,
" There is nothing too hard for Thee." He believed in the LORD'S
omnipotence to fulfil His promises even when everything seemed
against the possibility of fulfilment. That is real faith. That is
a faith which laughs at impossibilities. It says, " It shall be done."
Nothing is too wonderful for our omnipotent GOD to do. "The
Word of our GOD shall stand for ever." This is the kind of faith
we need to-day. Sceptics sneer at the Word of GOD. Men in
high places in the professing Church heap ridicule upon its miracles
and prophecies and upon the truth of its historical records. But
the humble believer will, like the prophet, believe all that the
prophets have spoken. In particular, he will believe in the power
of GOD to accomplish all His purposes of grace and to fulfil all His
promises. To the Spirit-taught child of GOD there is nothing too
hard for the LORD to do.
3. Lastly, let us think of the application of this assurance.
The confident statement of the prophet is about two thousand
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four hundred years old. It is an ancient assurance to which he
gave expression a long time ago. Of what use is it to us 1 How
does it apply to us in the twentieth century of the Christian era 1
It is a truth full of comfort. It may be applied to the case of
dead sinners whom we see around us. Possibly there are loved
ones whose hearts are as hard as a stone. They are wholly
indifferent to the truths of the Gospel in which we delight. We
speak to them and there is no response. We ask, "Can these
dead live 1" And the prophet answers in these ancient words
and says, "There is nothing too hard for the LORD." We recall
the case of Saul of Tarsus, the persecutor, the blasphemer, and
the injurious one. We think of what John Bunyan was and what
John Newton was, and we are encouraged to think that there is
no sinner out of hell that sovereign grace and mercy cannot reach.
The grace that saved sinners in the past can save sinners to-day,
and will do so in the case of all the objects of eternal love. John
~Jewton, once an infidel and blasphemer, wrote:" Amazing grace (how sweet the sound !)
That saved a wretch like me !
I once was lost, but now am found;
Was blind, but now I see! "
This truth may also be applied to the case of the awakened sinner.
Deeply conscious of his sins he may ask, Is there any hope for me 1
The prophet replies, " There is nothing too wonderful for the LORD
to do for the people of His choice." Each awakened sinner may
say:" There is a Fountain filled with blood
Drawn from EMMANUEL'S veins,
And sinners plunged beneath that flood
Lose all their guilty stains.
" The dying thief rejoiced to see
That Fountain in His day;
And there have I, as vile as he,
Washed all my sins away."
" Let the wicked forsake his way, and the nnrighteous man his
thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and He will have
mercy upon him ;. and to our GOD, for He will abundantly pardon"
(Isa. Iv. 7). There is every encouragement for the awakened
sinner to return unto the LoRD. Trusting in the blood and
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righteousness of the LORD JESUS CHRIST he is assured of abundant
and eternal forgiveness. There is nothing too wonderful (as the
Revised Version renders "too hard") for the LORD to do. We
can say:" Dear dying LAMB! Thy precious blood
Shall never lose its power,
Till all the ransomed Church of GOD
Be saved, to sin no more."

We may apply this assurance of the prophet also to all the varied
experiences of the saints of GOD. They can at all times rest on
the blessed truth that nothing is too hard for their Covenant GOD.
He can defeat their enemies, guide their steps, preserve them from
all evil, solve all their difficult problems, and supply all their needs.
He is " excellent in counsel and wonderful in working" (Isa. xxviii.
29). Instead of limiting the HOLY ONE of Israel as did His people
in the wilderness, we need to continually express our conviction
in relation to every difficulty, danger, and need that there is nothing
too hard or too wonderful for Him to do for His people. Ma.ny,
indeed, are His wonderful works in the past, and as we review them
we shall be led to say, " 0 LORD, Thou art my GOD; and I will
exalt Thee, I will praise Thy name; for Thou hast done wonderful
things" (Isa. xxv. 1).
THE EDITOR,
Whitington Vicarag ),
(Th01nas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.
"HIS OWN GALLOWS.-So they hanged Haman on th.e gallows th.at
he had prepared for Mordecai. A baker living in a village not far
from Quebec bought his butter from a neighbouring farmer. One
day he became suspicious that the butter was not of the same weight,
and therefore decided to satisfy himself about it. For several days
he weighed the butter, and then found that the rolls of butter which
the farmer brought were gradually diminishing in weight. This
angered him so that he had the farmer arrested. 'I presume you
have weights,' said the judge. 'No, sir,' replied the farmer. • How
then do you manage to weigh the butter that you sell?' 'That's
easily explained, your honour,' said the farmer. 'When the baker
commenced buying his butter of me, I thought I'd get my bread of
him, and it's the one pound loaf I've been using as a weight for the
butter I sell. If the weight of the butter is wrong, he has himself
to blame.' "-The Bible Oall.
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THE RAVAGES OF HIGHER CRITICISM IN HEATHEN
CmJNTRIES.
" The Gospel 0/ Chr-ist . . . is the power 0/ God ?lI1to salvat-ion to
everyone that believeth."-RoM. i. 16.
WE have recently been reading .an ably-written pamphlet on The
Ravages 0/ Higher CritilJism in the Indian Mission Field. It is
published under the auspices of " The Bible League," "The Bible
Witness Union," "The Baptist Bible Union," "The Protestant
Truth Society," and" The Wesley Bible Union." We believe that
four of these societies have been called into being for the purpose
of bearing witness to the plenary inspiration of the Bible and of
protesting against Higher Critical teaching both at home and abroad.
There can be no doubt that Higher Critical teaching is leavening
the whole professing Christian Church. All or most of the Protestant denominations are infected with its dangerous teachings.
Many of the professors and teachers in Universities, colleges, and
schools have accepted what they call the "assured results" of
the critics. The text books which have to be studjed by students
at divinity halls and theological colleges in order to pass theological
examinations and to obtain a divinity degree are, for the most part,
of a Higher Critical character. Most other books are considered to
be antiquated and out of date. The same thing is true doubtless
of many of the text books put into the hands of pupil teachers and
Sunday School teachers. Thus the rising generation of students,
many of whom are preparing for the Christian ministry, hear
little or nothing of the old views of the Bible, and of the old
Evangelical truths, and only a few are likely to come through the
ordeal unscathed and uninfluenced by the anti-Christian teaching
concerning the Bible now so prevalent. Already the effects of
such teaching are being manifested in hundreds of pulpits connected
with the various denominations. Naturally, too, these pernicious
teachings have spread to the Mission Fields. Doubtless there are
still a large number of the older missionaries who cling to the old
paths and who still believe in an infallible Bible and who
preach its truths more or less earnestly and faithfnlly. Evidence,
however, is accumulating that a large number of the younger
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missionaries have been captured by modernist teachings, both in
reference to the inspiration of the Bible and in reference to some
of its foundation truths. In a long article in the Prin~eton Theologioal Review (Oct., 1921), on Modernism in Ohina, Dr. Griffith
Thomas shows exhaustively what a firm footing Higher Critical
views have obtained among a large number of missionaries in
China.
The pamphlet on The Ravages of Higher Oritioism in the Indian
Mission Field clearly demonstrates that the evil teachings of the
critics have also gained a firm foothold among missionaries of all
denominations in India. The pamphlet has been written by Mr.
Watkin R. Roberts (Hon Treasurer, The Bible League of India,
Burma and Ceylon; Superintendent of the Scripture Gift Mission;
and Hon. Sec. of the Thado-Kookie Pioneer Mission). In a Foreword the Rev. Prebendary H. E. Fox, M.A., says, "The distressing facts reported in the following pages by an exceptionally
competent witness, should be carefully considered by all who
desire the fulfilment of our Lord's parting command that His
disciples should 'preach the Gospel to every creature.' "
The author of this pamphlet feels that "It is now high time
that the churches of all denominations awoke to the lrnowledge of
the fact that Higher Criticism is spreading like a deadly plague in
the Indian Mission Field" (p. 2). The tendency amongst the Home
authorities is to ignore or deny this fact, and to suggest that those
who draw attention to it are false alarmists. This is doubtless due
to the appalling fact that the leaven of Higher Criticism is permeating the Boards of our Missionary Societies at home. Defining
Higher Criticism, the author of this pamphlet says, "It is an
attempt to eliminate from the Bible the supernatural element."
" It regards large portions of both Testaments as mythical, legendary, fictional, and entirely unreliable. It even dares, in very many
instances, to belittle and to dishonour the Lord Jesus Christ by
attributing mistakes to Him, and by asserting that He conformed
His teaching to the popular opinions of the day. And not only
so, it even denies, and that in the most subtle manner, the expiatory
character of His substitutionary death upon the Cross" (p. 2).
Our own reading confirms us in the view that this definition of
Higher Criticism is accurate and reliable.
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Thirteen years ago an Indian minister connected with the Baptist
Missionary Society wrote as follows: "If the other parts of India
are anything like this province, the case is a very sad one. The
Higher Critics seem to have occupied all the positions of prominence
here. The Missionary Professors are most of them Higher Critics.
. . . Many of those who come out now are Higher Critics. They
help to destroy our faith rather than build it up. It seems to me
that what is now needed, so far as India, or at least this part of
India, is concerned, is to awaken the Churches in England and
Scotland to a firm and solemn resolution not to send out men and
women who are not faithful to the Lord and to His Word" (p. 4).
"No attention," says Mr. Watkin R. Roberts, "was paid to this
timely warning." He proceeds to give some detailed facts concerning Higher Criticism in India, facts the truth of which he is
prepared to prove from documentary evidence in his possession.
1. Higher Criticism in Indian Theolcgical Colleges.
Our author says, " The Principal of one of these colleges (Church
of England), when preaching recently in a church in India,
endeavoured to show how 'unhistoric' were 'the myths and
legends' of the early part of Genesis, and how these 'inspired
Babylonian myths and legends' had got into our Bible. He laid
great emphasis on the modern idea that science had 'proved'
that man was not created' fully grown,' as stated in Genesis, but
that he was the product of evolution." "At another service in
the same church, the same missionary told us that ' Christ was
much more human than we had formerly thought.' He pictured
the Son of God looking upon life with the same desires as other men,
and contemplating settling down with the woman of His choice, until
His baptism altered His outlook and His plans! " (p. 5). We can
only describe such teaching as awful in the extreme.
The principal of a Theological College connected with the Baptist
Missionary Society is quoted as suggesting that men were at first
'speechless,' and he adds, "The art of manufacturing tools was
the starting-point of man's progress from be-stiality to civilization"
(p. 6). Here is a missionary teaching in opposition to the Bible
record that man was originally a beast. An Indian Christian
schoolmaster writing from South India said, "In every Divinity
School 'have heard of in these parts, the Higher Critical line is
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taken." Another principal of a College" offered to shake hands
with the leading revolutionists of the day, telling them that' the
New Testament was a revolutionary book of the first order.' He
described the present-day unrest and lawlessness as ' a new birth
from above.''' He, too, belonged to the Baptist :Missionary
Society. Teaching of this character reminds us of the words of
the prophet Isa.iah, "Woe unto them that call evil good, and good
evil." Mr. 'Vatkin R. Roberts says, "Instances have come to
my personal knowledge of students who have returned home from
their theological training at a certain well-known Missionary
Institution, whose faith in the Bible has been entirely wrecked as
a result of the teaching received there." Can we wonder that such
should be the case ~ Is there not grave danger at home in sending
our young men to the schools, colleges, and Universities of our own
country ~ The teaching given at most of these institutions ia
wholly antagoniatic to the old Evangelical doctrines both as regards
the full inspiration of Scripture and as regards the Gospel of the
grace of God as set forth in the inspired volume.
A :Missionary of many years' standing in India gives the following
facts to illustrate the results of the training given at the United
Theological College, Bangalore, representing the London :M:issionary
Society, and the Wesleyan and Presbyterian Miasionary Societies.
" An Indian pastor said that 'Non-belief in the Virgin Birth of
our Lord does not imperil our salvation.' "
" Another Indian pastor said that 'Moses could not have written
Deuteronomy because his death is mentioned therein.''' Surely
he could have written all but the last chapter, and that could have
been added by another inspired author.
" Another Indian pastor said that 'Chriat was not infallible,
because He committed many intellectual mistakes' " (pp. 8, 9).
A fallible Christ is the awful doctrine now being taught as the
result of Higher Critical teaching. The very fOlmdations of our
faith are being undermined. A serious fact in connection with
Theological Colleges of this character is that ordinarily no one is .
allowed to enter the ministry unless he has been trained at one of
them. The South Indian United Church has passed a resolution
which states that "The candidate shall ordinarily be one who has
taken a full course of training in an approved Theological Insti-
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tution" (p. 9). This is largely true at home. Candidates for the
ministry of the Church of England are for the most part obliged
to take a degree at a University, or be trained at a Theological
College. In either case the teaching is mostly on Higher Critical
lines.
Here is an extract from a letter written by a young Indian
Christian student at one of these Missionary Colleges: "Of the
students here, I am the only one who cannot yet incline towards
the New Theology. Some two or three young class-mates are half
inclined towards it. The rest are standing upside down. Peake,
Driver, and such like have become standard authorities of the day
on the Bible." Peake's and Driver's books are thoroughly impregnated with Higher Critical doctrines. The young Indian student
goes on to say, " The historical personages of the Old Testamentespecially those in Genesis, Job, and Daniel-are allegorical in their
sight ... I hope you may be able to see my position in the midst
of these things. I have with me ' The Scripture of Truth' and a
copy of 'The Fundamentals,' and some of your papers for my
support . . . I hope you will kindly excuse me the trouble I give
you, and render me all possible help. Kindly also pray for this
fellow-brother in Jesus, that I may stand staunch to the Faith in
such critical times" (p. 9). Is it not appalling that an Indian
Christian student should be placed in such circumstances in a
Missionary Theological College, built and support~d by some
l\'lissionary Society in the homeland ?
2. Higher Oritioism in Indian Ed'uoational Institutions.
The principal of a college connected with the United Free Church
of Scotland Mission said, while lecturing to a body of missionaries,
that St. Paul, in his teaching, had" borrowed from the theosophy
of his time," and he asserted that St. Paul had been" mistaken"
in his teaching in regard to the Second Advent of our Lord (p. 10).
We would remind our readers that to charge the inspired Apostle
Paul with mistakes in his teaching is really to charge the Holy
Ghost with mistakes as to the teaching He inspired the Apostle to
gIve.
The Magazine of another professedly Christian College says, " It
is not natural to man to suppose he must have an infallible book,
in order to have a reliable religion . . . Children are not shocked
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if they are told there are fairy stories in the Bible." The same
magazine says, "Surely ;t is pathetic that men who would fain rest
in the comfort of a Christian faith should this day be worrying
about the parable of Jonah and his annoying whale, or about the
historicity of the early chapters of Genesis" (p. 10). 'This magazine
(the organ of the Madras Christian College) thus rejects the infallibility of the inspired Word of God, suggests that Bible narratives
are mere" fairy stories," and rejects the historicity of the book
of the prophet J onah and of the early chapters of Genesis.
3. Higher Critt'cis-m in connection wf-th Indian Sunday Schools.
A Christian Missionary "has prepared a series of four or five
Sunday School Bible Lesson Books." These are published by the
Christian Literature Society. "In one volume on the New Testament, he states concerning Christ Jesus our Lord, that' His parents
were Joseph and Mary,' and when questioned regarding our I"ord's
Virgin Birth, he replied as follows: 'The subject is not one on
which I have felt it my duty to give any teaching.' Moreover,
throughout the volume, as we are informed, there is no mention
made of the Fall, or of Regeneration; nOr do the words' salvation'
or ' Saviour' even once occur; and there is no specific reference
to ' the precious blood of Christ.' And yet, each volume is advertised as complete in itself, and .furnishing the Indian Sunday
School teacher with sufficient material for a twelve months' course"
(p. 13).
Mr. Watkin R. Roberts, in reference to Dr. Peake's Commentary
on the Bible-a volume described as " sodden with infidelity," says,
"This Commentary has been sold by the hundreds, and over
eighteen months ago one Christian organization alone had sold
considerably over 500 volumes among missionaries and Indian
workers" (p. 14).
4. Higher Criticism and Non-Christian Students.
Mr. Watkin R. Roberts attended a lecture given to non-Christian
Indian students in connection with the Y.M.C.A. The lecturer
was "one of the foremost leaders among missionaries in
India." In this lecture "he taught and advocated the modern
theory of religious evolution." He told his Hindu hearers" that
ere long there would be a World Federation of Religions, and
that only such universal religions as Buddhism, Mohammedanism,
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and Christianity would survive. He impressed upon his audience
that he was in full sympathy with all religions, and that
he had been privileged to worship with Jews, Mohammedans
Unitarians, Theosophists, Brahmo-Samajists, and others . . . He
laid special emphasis upon the point that the missionaries are
not in India to convert them to Christianity, but to make of them
better Hindus, better Mohammedans, and better Buddhists" (p. 15).
We do not know to what Society, English or American, this lecturer
belonged, but it seems almost incredible that a man capable of
talking in this way should be sent out as a missionary to the heathen.
It speaks badly, too, for the Y.M.C.A. that such a lecturer should
be chosen by that Association to speak at one of its meetings.
On page 18 Mr. Roberts refers to a "Text Book of Bible Study,"
issued by the Friends' Foreign M'issions, which is " now being used
among non-Christians in Schools and Colleges in India." In this
book Christ is referred ·to merely as "a reformer, born of the
common people." His life work was to establish "a universal
social order ruled by the laws of humility, love, and service." His
"extreme democratic attitude in founding this universal social
order" is referred to.
Mr. Roberts says that he knows personally that eleven of the
principal Christian periodicals in India " open wide their pages to
Modernist teaching." These represent sixteen of the leading
lllissionary organizations in India, and he says "some of the
opinions therein expressed are distinctly anti-Christian." One of
these periodicals suggests that Hell is a mere human device.
Another speaks of verbal inspiration as " a dogma of no practical
value." Another of these periodicals says, "Daniel was not
written by the prophet of that name, but by a writer of a much
later date. But not for a moment must we suppose this to be
a 'forgery': it is a common literary device." Here is another
appalling quotation from these periodicals. "Speculations as to
Christ's pre-existence are secondary and debatable matters."
Think of that-a debatable matter whether Christ is God or not.
Is it any wonder that Mr. Roberts should express the conviction
that 'no Christian man or woman should dare to place a penny
in the. coffers of any Missionary Society which is not prepared to
give an unqualified assurance that it has no Modernist on its
14
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Directorate at the home base, or on its staff in the Foreign Field " ~
Mr. Roberts declares that one of the leading Home Secretaries of
~he C.M.S. said last June (1922) that ninety per cent of their
Educational Missionaries in India held the advanced views of
the Higher Critics (p. 24).
This telling exposure of the ravages of Higher Criticism in India
is distressing beyond measure, but we at home need to know what
is going on. 'Ye feel strongly that principles are at work in the
professing Church of a distinctly antichristian character. The
whole professing Church is being leavened with false doctrine, and
we are rapidly approaching a tiroe when antichristianism with all
its hostility to revealed truth will be in full swing. We feel it is
our duty to sound an alarm. Every true servant of God needs to
watch and stand fast in the faith. Every Christian soldier needs
to put on the whole armour of God that he may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil. Satan would seem to be preparing
and organizing his forces for his last final onslaught, in this dispensation, on the truth of God, and the followers of Christ need
to prepare to meet him and to do battle against him as those who
are valiant for the truth. Never was it more necessary to take
"the Sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God" into our
hands in order to fight against the forces of error. It is our duty
to proclaim the Gospel to every creature, but the Gospel of a fallible
Bible and a fallible Christ is no Gospel at all. The only Gospel
which is the power of God unto salvation is "the Gospel of God,
which He had promised afore by His prophets in the Holy
Scriptures" (Rom. i. 1, 2). In other words, it is a Gospel based
on the infallibly-inspired Scriptures. It is a Gospel which God
Himself promised, i.e., its blessings have been promised by the sure
and unerring Word which has proceeded out of God's mouth. "The
Word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the Word which
by the Gospel is preached unto you" (1 Pet. i. 25). If neither the
written nor the incarnate Word is infallible, the very foundations
are removed from our feet, and we have no sure ground upon which
to rest. A sure and certain hope becomes impossible, and the
light which has hitherto illuminated the future prospects of the
believer becomes blackened with an impenetrable darkness. The
ravages which the Higher Criticism is making both at home and
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abroad constitute a loud call to the people of God to rally their
forces in the Lord's name and to set themselves in uncompromising
opposition to its teachings. Not a single penny should be given
to any society, institution, or agent which countenances this evil
thing. While men slept the enemy has been sowing tares. It is
high time for God's elect people to awake out of sleep and to stand
four-square for an infallible Bible, an infallible Christ, and for the
pure, full, and unadulterated Gospel of the grace of God.
THE EDITOR,

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

(Thonw.s Houghton).

THE JEWISH NATION.
THE eristence of the Jewish nation is the second fundamental fact of.
which I wish to remind you. There are about fourteen millions of
Jews existing at this present time. That they are the descendants of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob is beyond all doubt aud question. Forty
centuries have elapsed since the first promise was given to Abraham,
and we may say of the Jews, as Balaam said, when he beheld them in
the fields of Moab, " Lo, a people which dwells alone, and is not reckoned
among the nations." Other nations have passed away; proud
empires crumbled into dust; but though it may be impossible to point
out the descendants of Themistocles and Pericles; though the powerful
nations of antiquity have disappeared, the Jews exist. Though
speaking the various languages of the world, and accommodating
themselves to the various usages and customs of the nations among
whom they live, they have retained their national peculiarity-not
merely their physical, but still more their mental and spiritual features.
In every country of the world, defying every climate and difficulty,
and surviving all persecution, they live to witness to the truthfulness
and power of God. Every effort has been made to destroy them, to
take away their energy, their property, their influence; they have
been cramped, despised, tortured and massacred-but not ouly have
they outlived their persecutors, but their energy has not been crushed,
their intellect not dimmed, their determination not conquered, and
their physical and mental vitality not diminished.
That they erist is a miracle; but that they are what they are is still
more wonderful. In the field of abstract thought they produced a
Spinoza; in music a Mendelssohn; in poetry and light literature, in
politics, in the exact sciences, in finance, in every branch of thought
and modern civilization-life they have shown themselves quite able to
compete with any nation.-(From an Address by Adolph Saphir, D.D.,
printed in " The Scattered Nation" for October, 1922.)
.
.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" The Lord God hath given me the tongue of the learned, that I should
know lww' to speak a word in season to him that is wemy,. he
wakeneth morning by mprning, he wakeneth mine em' to hem' as the
learned."-lsA. I. 4.
THE Proverbs' of Solomon tell how "a word fitly" (margin, spoken
upon his wheels) " spoken, is like apples of gold in pictures of silver,"
and the words of the Lord Jesus were ever thus. They were always
words which exactly fitted the intent for which they were spoken.
They were spoken upon his wheels, and swiftly carried their Master's
bidding. They were always and ever "in season" and good and
acceptable.
. .
There are some striking instances in the Gospels of His readiness and
ability to speak these seasonable words of cheer and comfort to exercised hearts. We recall that sweet narrative of the little ship tossed
by contrary waves, and an absent Jesus! Well Hc knew what this
would mean to His disciples, what fear would possess their hearts, how
terrible the storm would be to them, and how helpless they would be
in it. "And in the fourth watch of the night, Jesus went unto them,
walking upon the sea. And when the disciples saw him walking on
the sea, they were troubled, saying, It is a spirit, and they cried out
for fear. But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good
cheer: it is I; be not afraid." Straightway, immediately He spoke,
and spoke the exact word they needed, the "word in season," and
dispelled their fears. "And when they (Peter and his Lord) had come
into the ship the wind ceased" (Matt. xiv. 25).
And one thinks of that precious account of the ruler of the synagogue,
JaiIus, beseeching the Divine Healer to come and lay His hands upon
his little daughter who was at the point of death. "Jesus went with
him," but much people thronged Him, and that dear woman who
" touched" Him and "healing virtue stole," delayed His progress,
and the message comes to the ruler, "Thy daughter is dead; why
troublest thou the Master any further 1" Now notice, "as soon as
Jesus heard the word." How ready to sympathize and cheer and
help He ever was. And oh! was not that a word in season to the
sorrowful parent's heart 1 "Be not afraid, only believe"; and what
an encouragement it was for him to see how his Lord gave his little
daughter back to him from the dead (Mark v. 36). "As soon." Oh!
the readiness and swift sympathy of Jesus in all the sorrows and trials
of His people.
And was not that a seasonable word of warning in Gethsemane to
the three disciples 1 "Pray that ye enter not into temptation"
(Lnke xxii. 40). Well He knew that the Tempter's power was at hand.
to " smite the Shepherd," and that His " sheep" would be " scattered"
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and subjected to the fiercest temptations, when they' would indeed
realize their loneliness without their Lord and Master, Whose Presence
had made life so sweet to them. And oh ! what need have you and I,
dear reader, to-day, to pray that we " enter not into temptation" and
unceasingly to " watch and pray." Seasonable words again were His
to the hearts of those two dear disciples as they walked, lonely and
sad, on that Emmaus road, talking of the absent Master and all the
sorrowful happenings of the past three days. How graciously He
joined them and invited conversation, and little by little opened up
the Scriptures to their understanding and declared the truths therein
concerning Himself! Those seasonable words resulted in heartburning gladness indeed as they presently retraced their steps and
carried back the glad tidings to the gathered eleven in Jerusalem.
Nor can we overlook the fact of Jesus, when on hearing of the serious
sickness of His" loved" friend Lazarus, "He abode two days where
He was," contrary t{) the expectation that He would immediately
proceed to Bethany.
For everything there is a time and a season, and He waited, He
delayed His visit to those two sisters in their grief, that He might
show His loving sympathy with them, weep with them in their sorrow,
speak with a voice that awoke their dead brother, and tell forth the
glorious truths of the resurrection to His Father's honour and glory.
Every word was indeed a word in season from the lips of Him Who
spake as never man spake. Whether rebuke, or exhortation, reassur·ance, or comfort, or tender sympathy, it was always the right word
and "in season" and "fitly spoken." Grace was ever poured into
His lips.
.
" His mouth that poured out long complaints,
Now smiles and cheers His fainting saints."
Our text speaks of seasonable words for a class of people described
as " weary." And could there be a more gracious, a more suitable,
a sweeter word than Jesus spoke when He said, " Come unto Me all
ye that are weary, and I will give you rest." He spake it to weary
ones, who were longing for the rest they could alone find in Him.
And the Holy Spirit still speaks it to the hearts of sin-sick sinners,
down all the ages of time, and heavy-laden ones hear, respond, and
come, being drawn by the cords of everlasting love and knowing that
none but Jesus can be the true rest to their souls. "A word in season"
indeed is this, from the lips of Jehovah's servant in Whom He delights,
.His Sent One, the anointed Christ of God Who was to " preach good
tidings unto the meek." His Father sent Him to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the
'prison to them that are bound; to proclaim the acceptable year of
the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God: to comfort all that
mourn." What a Divinely sweet cluster Qf seasonably ap~inted
words from the lips of Him Who spake as never man spake. His glory
is couched in it and underlies it and shines forth from it iu all its
blessed effects.. To preach, to bind up, to proclaim, to comfort, to
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appoint, to give, to plant, and all " that He might be glorified" in
ffis people's blessing. Oh! His glory is indeed great in ffis people's
salvation.
We might enlarge also upon the thought that as every season of
the year fulfils its purpose in the hands of the great Creator, so the
spring, summer, autumn, and winter fulfil their Divine purpose in the
spiritual experience of every child of God. "To every thing there is
a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven," and the
children of God prove this as they pass through the spring, summer,
autumn, and winter of their souls' experience at His appointing.
Our text says that" tbe tongue of the learned" was " given" to
Jesus that He " should know how to speak a word in season to him
that is weary "-" A word in season." We know what that brings
in God's own time and way. Solomon said truly, and he had felt it
and proved it doubtless, "A man hath joy by the answer of his
mouth: and a word spoken in due season, how good is it." How
important are the liule words of Holy Scripture, and how significant
is that little word" due" here! The Lord waits to be gracious. He
oftentimes seems to tarry or delay or answer not a word. We think
our case so urgent and pressing, and we must there and then have the
answer. But as has often been said, " delays are not denials." The
poor Syrophrenician woman would not be pnt off, though at first
Jesus seemed to take no heed to her and" answered her not a word."
ffis silence did not cut off faith and hope, and she still kept clinging
until the due season when the blessing could be no longer withheld.
One would have thought how could the Lord Jesus use such an
expression as " dogs," and let this poor seeking sinner take to herself
the title of " dog," when He it was Who turned none away Who sought
ffis pity, mercy, and healing power. " It is not meet to take the
children's bread and callt it unto dogs." But the riches of His grace
were then at work in that poor Gentile" dog's " heart, and Divine faith
implanted there can never be rooted up.
Oh! sweet word "in due season" indeed was that she heard from
ffis own lips when He could no longer stay the blessing on faith's
triumph, " 0 woman, great is thy faith: be it lmto thee even as thou
.wilt. And her daughter was made whole from that very hour." In
due season indeed! And there is great import in another little word
·in the text under our consideration-" How "-Ah! that is so important. Very often our best and kindest of friends spoil their sympathy
in the way they speak it, or the words they intend l.;ndly and sympathetically are empty and pointless.
But Jesus always knows just how to speak, and oh the sweetness of
His voice, the gentleness of His love, the applicability and seasonableness of the word as He speaks it.
.. Touched with a sympathy within,
He knows our feeble frame."
And thus He speaks accordingly.

Jesus always blesses sovereignly,
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graciously, tenderly, considerately, and sufficiently to His children's
need. May you and I by constraining grace be more constantly led
to Him, to cast all our cares and burdens at His dear feet. May we
receive the blessing promised to all that wait for the due season when
He will speak to His own glory and His people's good.
R.

SenlUIllf.l anll N otrf.l of

~mltOnf.l.

A DISCOURSE ON THE BENEFIT WHICH THE HOLY
SPIRIT OF GOD IS OF TO MAN IN HIS JOURNEY
THROUGH LIFE.
PREACHED AT CHRIST CHURCH, IN NEWGATE STREET, LONDON, ON
WHIT-MONDAY, MAY 19TH, 1755, BY THE REV. WILLIAM ROMAINE,
M.A., RECTOR OF ST. ANDREW-BY-THE-WARDROBE, AND ST. ANN,
BLACKFRIARS, LONDON.

" Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean; f1'Om
all your filthiness, and from all your idols will I cleanse you. A new
heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you, and
I will take away the stony heart out of yOU!' flesh, and I will give you
an heart of flesh. And I will put my spirit within you, and cause
you to walk ,:n my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do
them. "-EZEK. xxxvi. 25-27.

OUR blessed Saviour showed Himself alive after His Passion, by many
infallible proofs, being seen of His apostles forty days, and speaking of
the things pertaining to the kingdom of God, and being assembled
together with them, He commanded them that they should not depart
from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith
He, ye have heard of Me; for John truly baptized with water, but ye
shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost, not many days hence. And
according to His most true promise, the Holy Ghost came down as at
this time from heaven, with a sudden great sound, as it had been a
mighty wind, in the likeness of fiery tongues, lighting upon the apostles,
to teach them, and to lead them to all truth, giving them both the
gifts of divers languages, and also boldness with fervent zeal, constantly
to preach the Gospel unto all nations, whereby we have been brought
out of darkness and error into the clear light and true knowledge of
Jesus Christ.
This is the subject of the present festival. We are here assembled
to commemorate the gifts and graces which the Holy Spirit bestowed
upon the apostles, and to bless God for our interest in them. The
same Spirit is still with us, and will abide with us for ever. He is with
us, not to bring the world over to the outward profession of Christianity;
for that is already effected, and the extraordinary powers which were
necessary to effect it are ceased.. Christianity is established, and
outward miracles are no longer needful to be ·the outward proofs of it.
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But the Holy Spirit has still the same inward work to carry on, which
He had in the apostles' time, and it requires the same degree of Divine
and Almighty power, although it be not exerted in outward miracles.
The mind of every man is by nature in darkness and ignorance, blind
as to the things of God; this He has to enlighten with saving truth.
The will and all the affections are depraved, and it is His gracious
office to incline and dispose them to comply with the will of God.
And after the understanding is enlightened, and the heart renewed, we
have still no power to walk in the ways of holiness, without the special
grace of the Holy Spirit, Whose guidance is necessary every moment,
and for every thought, and word, and work. These are called the
ordina,ry operations of the Spirit of God, not as if they were less Divine,
or any thing short of the Almighty operations, in the apostolic age,
but because these were extraordinary, given for a certain fixed time,
to carry on a particular work, but the former were common to all
believers, to the apostles themselves as believers, and are to be the
ordinary gifts and graces of every Christian unto the end of the world.
And whoever has received these ordinary operations has in his own
heart clear and full testimony of the Godhead, and Almighty power of
the blessed Spirit. He wants no outward miracles. This great inward
work is to him complete evidence; and he is able to rest his salvation
with as full trust and confidence upon it as if he had seen the apostles
exert their miraculous gifts and graces. May the Lord and giver of all
grace be pleased to bestow upon you this inward witness, and may He
enable you to look up to Him for it while I amFirst, Illustrating these truths from the prophet's authority in the
text, and then
Secondly, Applying them to your spiritual use and benefit.
And by the consideration of these two particulars, I hope to be able
to answer the good purposes of our present meeting. We are called
together by the will of a late charitable and pious lady, who appointed
a sermon t<l be preached upon this day concerning the" benefit which
the Holy Spirit of God is of to man, during his journey through this
life." The subject is suitable to the great festival, which the Church
now celebrates, and the words which I have read contain a clear and
full account of the benefit we receive from the Holy Spirit from the
beginning to the end of our Christian life. "I will sprinkle clean water
upon you, and ye shall be clean," etc. The clean water was to be
sprinkled upon them to cleanse the soul; this effect is here ascribed to
it; but water cannot reach the soul, or if it could, yet it was not able
so to act upon it as to cleanse it from any sirrful filthiness. But the
Spirit of God acts upon our spirits, as water does upon the body, and
therefore it was the outward and visible sign of his inward and spiritual
grace in the Old Testament, as well as the New. The phrase of
sprinkling clean water to cleanse them from sin refers to the legal ablutions, and more particularly to the great typical purification for sin,
of which we read in Numbers xix. The ashes of the red heifer, which
. was burnt without the camp, were to be mixed with pure running water
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to be a purification for sin, and whoever contracted any legal uncleanness, and had not this sin-water sprinkled upon him to purify himself,
that soul was to be cut off from among the congregation. St. Paul
has applied part of this service to our Lord's suffering without the gate
(Heb. xiii. 11, 12, 13), and St. John has applied the other part (John vii.
38, 39), where upon Christ's describing the rivers of living water,
which should flow from believers, he says, " But this He spake of the
Spirit," he spake of water as the known emblem of the Spirit, and the
Christian Church has always used it for His emblem in the Sacrament
of Baptism, wherein His grace cleanses to the purifying of the soul, as
water cleanses to the purifying of the flesh.
Water, then, is the instituted type of the Holy Spirit, and pouring
out water to cleanse is, in the Scripture manner of expression, pouring
out of the Holy Spirit to cleanse the soul; and His cleansing grace
must be the thing here spoken of, because it was to purify them from
all sin. "I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean
from all your filthiness, and from all your idols will I cleanse you," from
all the filthiness of sin, and from all the guilt of idolatry I will purify
them. Sin polluted all the faculties of the soul, and Nly good Spirit
shall cleanse them all. The understanding He shall purify by removing
its natural blindness, and by opening their eyes to see the error of their
ways, that they may be brought to Jesus Christ for salvation, and
may have their hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience with the allpurifying blood of the Lamb of God which will justify them, and may
have grace and power to walk in the statutes of the Lord, and to keep
His judgments, which will sanctify them; and thus He cleanses all
the faculties: for it follows in the second verse of the text, " A new
heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you, and
I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you
an heart of flesh." The cleansing of the heart is the greatest work of
Divine grace, because there is in every sinner hardness, and an impenitent heart, which no human power can soften. The Scripture speaks
of it in the strongest expressions, " The sin of J udah is written with a
pen of iron, and with the point of a diamond it is graven upon the
table of the heart"; and what power is able to erase this deep engraving
except the Almighty God, Who declares, " I will give you a new heart,"
renewed in all its faculties, " and a new spirit will I put within you,"
endued with new appetites and new affections, " and I will take away
.the stony heart," the refreshing streams of :My grace shall soften the
old hardened heart of sin, which would take no good impression,
" and I will give you an heart of flesh," soft and pliable, yielding to
the motions of My grace, and willing to have the law engraved by the
Spirit of the living God upon the fleshly tables of the heart. And
after the heart and the affections are thus renewed, and disposed to
love the will of God, the Holy Spirit was still to proceed, and to go on
in the work of sanctification, in which His grace is absolutely necessary.
Even after the stony heart is taken out we still want His gnidance, and
whenever He leaves us to ourselves we cannot take one step in our
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journey towards heaven. And therefore God promises to them who
had a new heart, "that He would put His Spirit within them, and
cause them to walk in His statutes." His Spirit should be their guide,
both to lead them into the way of God's commandments, and to give
them strength and power to walk in these ways steadily unto the end:
for the light of nature {)ould never direct sinners into the paths of
God's commandments, nor could the best natural abilities go forward
in them" uuless God should put His Spirit within us, and give us power
to walk in His statutes. We want His support every step we take
throughout the whole work of sanctification. If we go forward, He
is the cause. He gives us both the will and the power; for it is He
Who worketh in us both to will and to do. It is the Spirit of God
within us Who causes us to walk in His statutes, and to keep His
judgments and do them.
And thus the prophet has taught us of what benefit the Holy Spirit
is to man during His journey through this life. We cannot so much as
set out upon our journey to heaven until He cleanse all the faculties,
by removing the blindness of the understanding, and the depravity
of the will and affections. It is His office to give us a new heart and a
new spirit, disposed to receive impressions of the Divine law, and then
to endue it with power to walk in the statutes of God, and to keep His
judgments and to do them; so that every step "'e take from the first
moment we set out, until we happily arrive at the end of our journey,
is directed and supported by the Holy Spirit of God. This is the
prophet's doctrine, which I comeSecondly, To apply to your spiritual use and benefit. And if we
make a right use of it, we must not only endeavour to be convinced
of its truth, but also to find the power of it operating upon our lives
and conversations; for it would be to no purpose to believe, that
the Holy Spirit is the author and finisher of the whole work of grace,
if this belief should rest unoperative in the head, and never dispose
us to seek the experience of it in the heart, and in the rest of the
faculties. Since His grace is to cleanse us from all the pollutions of
sin, and to create in us a new heart, and to renew a right spirit within
us, and to give us power to walk in the way of God's commandments,
let us not hear these truths as mere speculative points, but let us
snffer the conviction of them to operate in our lives, and to carry us
to seek our own interest in them. And I hope the blessed Spirit will
render profitable to these good purposes what I have to offer concerning the usefulness of ,His guidance throughout the journey of life.
Sin polluted the whole man, and made every part and power unclean
andaborninable altogether, and the prophet ascribes to the Holy
Spirit the whole work of cleansing the soul. His grace is necessary
to purify every faculty. He begins with removing the darkness of
the understanding and enlightening it with all-saving truth, of which
by nature we are ignorant. Sin'rendered us incapable of seeing
spiritual objects. It did not entirely destroy the organ of sight, but
it entirely stopped all communion between it and the fountain of light,
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and brought the soul into such a state as the body would be in if the
sun was blotted out of heaven, and the moon and stars were no more
to reflect their enlivening rays upon the earth. This would be a most
uncomfortable and heavy night, in which, although the bodily organ
of sight remained, yet these outward objects would be as invisible,
as if the organ was qnite destroyed. And sin produced the same
effects in the spiritual world. Every son of Adam is in darkness and
the shadow of death, until the Holy Spirit of God enlighten the eyes
of the understanding. St. Paul's account of the Gentiles is this
(Eph. iv. 18), " They had the understanding darkened, being alienated
from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because
of the blindness of their heart." Sin darkened the understanding and
alienated them from the life of God ~y separating them from that
Divine light, which is the principle of their spiritual life, and therefore
they lived no longer unto God, but were cut off from all intercourse
and co=union with Hiro. In this state of darkness and blindness
we all continue, entirely ignorant of the things of God, until His good
Spirit manifest them unto us. The natural understanding in its
highest refinement cannot discover them; "for the natural man
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness
unto him, neither can he know them, because they are spiritually
discerned" (1 Cor. ii. 14). The natural man cannot receive spiritual
things. God must reveal them unto hiro by His Spirit, before he can
have the least discernment of them; even what is revealed concerning
them in Scripture cannot be discerned, until the Holy Spirit open the
eyes to behold it. And under the sense of this truth the prophet thus
intreats God, "Open Thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous
things out of Thy law" (Psa. cxix. 18). To open the eyes to behold
them was the work of God. And again he prays, "Give me understanding" (it was the gift of God) " that I may learn Thy commandments. I am Thy servant, give me understanding, that I may know
Thy testimonies" (Psa. cxix. 73, 125). And to the same effect St. Paul
prays for his Ephesians, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of glory, would give unto them the Spirit of wisdom and
revelation in the knowledge of him, "that the eyes of their understa.nding might be enlightened." This was the work of God. He was
to give unto them the Spirit, and the Spirit was to give them wisdom,
and to reveal the knowledge of God to them, by which means the eyes
of their understanding would be enlightened.
This is the doctrine of Scripture; and I may confirm it from an
anthority which I esteem next to the Word of God, and that is the
sense of our Church upon this point. In the collect for the Fifth
Sunday after Easter she teaches us to pray, " 0 Lord, from Whom all
good things do come; grant to us Thy humble servants, that by Thy
holy inspiration we may think those things that be good," etc. We
cannot so much as think a good thought, unless we have the holy
inspiration of God: and again on the Ninth Stmday after Trinity we
pray, " Grant to us, Lord, we beseech Thee, the spirit to think and do
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always such things as be rightful, that we who cannot do anything
that is good without Thee, may by Thee be enabled to live according
to Thy will, through Jesus Christ our Lord." To the same purposc
we read in the tlllrd part of the homily for Rogation week, " Let us
meekly call upon the bountiful Spirit, the Holy Ghost, to inspire us
with His presence, that we may be able to hear the goodness of God
to our salvation. For without His lively inspiration, can we not so
much as speak the name of the Mediator. No man can say that Jesus
is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost. Much less should we be able to
understand these great mysteries that be opened to us by Christ. For
we have received, saith St. Paul, not the spirit of the world, but the
Spirit which is of God, for this purpose, that we may know the things
which are freely given to us of God. In the power of the Holy Ghost
resteth all ability to know God and to please Him. It is He that
purifieth the mind by His secret working. He enlighteneth the heart
to conceive worthy thoughts of Almighty God." These authorities
are clear. They expressly declare that we cannot think such things
as be rightful without the holy inspiration of the Spirit of God. These
are the sentiments of Scripture and of the Church of England concerning
the first step we are to take in our Christian course.
By removing the darkness of the natural understanding, and by
enlightening it with all saving truth, the Holy Spirit enables us to see
the way to heaven. The next step is to clispose the will to walk in it :
for after we see the right way, yet we have no desire to walk in it until
He renew the heart. It is the work of His grace to incline the will,
and to dispose it aright, that it may consent to the will of God: for
our wills are by nature corrupt. The will of the flesh is opposite to
the will of God; and our affections are so depraved that they choose
Dnly evil, and continually. "And God saw that the wickedness of
man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts
of his heart was only evil continually" (Gen. vi. 5). And this continually evil heart is also obdurately evil. It is stony and rocky,
harder than adamant. All the powers in nature cannot soften it.
Sin has rendered it incapable of any good impression, unless it be
made by an almighty arm. He alone Who created the heart can
make it relent before Him. To soften an hardened heart is as great
a work as to create a world, and therefore the prophet prays, " Create
in me a clean heart, 0 God, and renew a right spirit within me." To
create is to make a thing out of nothing, and the same creative power
which brought the heavens and the earth out of nothing is necessary
to create in the sinner a clean heart: for to cast him in a new mould,
and to make him a new man, is harder than to make him a man at
first; because nothing opposed his creation. God spake, and it was
done. But the heart, which was conceived in sin, has lived in sin,
and has loved sin, and placed all its affections upon it, has an utter
·aversion to this new creation. And what power is able to take the
love of sin out of the heart, and to render it willing to be made pure
"and holy 1 Say, who is equal to this great work 1 Certainly no
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created power. He alone can do it Who turneth the hard rock into
a standing water, and the flint stone into a springing well. He can
do it, and He has promised, " I will give you a new heart, and a new
spirit will I put within you, and I will take away your stony heart,
and I will give you an heart of flesh, and I will put My Spirit within
you." ]\fy Spirit shall work this great change. He shall take the
hard stony heart out of you, which is altogether sinful, and shall
enable you to delight in the law of God in the inner man. And thus He
renews the heart, " for we are saved by the washing of regeneration,
and renewing of the Holy Ghost" (Titus iii. 5). AndThis is the language of our Church. On Christmas Day we use these
words, " Almighty God-grant that we being regenerate, and made
Thy children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by Thy
Holy Spirit," etc. And again, on the 19th Sunday after Trinity we
pray, " 0 God, forasmuch as without Thee we are not able to please
Thee; mercifully grant that Thy Holy Spirit may in all things direct
and rule our hearts, through Jesus Christ our Lord." We are taught
the reason for offering up these petitions in the 10th Article of free-will.
" The condition of man after the fall of Adam is such that he cannot
turn and prepare himself by his own natural strength and good works
to faith and calling upon God: wherefore we have no power to do
good works pleasant and accept&ble to God, without the grace of God
by Christ preventing us, that we may have a good will, and working
with us when we have that good-will." We have lost by the fall the
power of turning and preparing our hearts to any religious exercise,
and we have not even the good-will, much less the power, to do anyone
good work, until the grace of God go before and dispose the will, and
afterwards work with us, when we have that good-will; from whence
it is evident that the will and the affections must be renewed by the
Holy Ghost, before there can be any good in fallen man; agreeably
to what we read (Prov. xvi. 1), " that the preparations of the heart in
man are from the Lord."
(To be continued.)
THE SONS OF GOD.
NOTES OF A SERMON BY THE REV. F. PEACOCK, B.D., INCUMBENT OF
TRINITY CHURCH, BUXTON•
.. For the earnest expectation of the C'l'eatU1'e waiteth for the manifestat·ion
of the BOnS of God."-RoMANS viii. 19.
1. Who are the sons of God !
The expression is sometimes used of angels (Job xxxviii. 7), but
in this passage it is applied to men. Are all men the sons of God! So
many people erroneously teach. The Bible, however, makes it clear
that we only become sons of God by receiving the Lord Jesus (John
i. 12) and by faith in Him (Gal. iii. 26). We do not desire to be more
exclusive than the Scriptures, but God forbid that men should delude
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themselves into thinking that they are the sons of God when they are
not. "Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon
us, that we should be called the sons of God."
2. What is meant by the Manifestation of the sons of God 1
Etymologically the word "manifestation" means making a thing
so plain that you can touch it with your hand. There is a time coming
when all the sons of God will be made so plain that no mistake can
be made about their relationship to God. That time has not yet
come. At present the sons of God are not manifest in the fullest
sense. "The world knoweth us not." It does not recognize our
title. It despises, hates, and persecutes the sons of God. Exactly
the same thing happened to our Master. "He was in the world, and
the world was made by Him, and the world knew Him not." It did
not recognize Hilll to be the Son of God. But just as He will one day
be manifested in glory, so the sons of God will be manifested too.
" It doth not yet appear what we shall be, but we know that when
He shall appear, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is."
3. The whole creation is waiting for this.
The word" creature" should be rendered" creation" as in R.V.
At present, creation is in a groaning and suffering condition. Creation
has a blight upon it. It is not as it was when God made it. It has
been "made subject to vanity" It has been mysteriously affected
for the worse by the fall of man. But creation shall be delivered.
It is earnestly expecting deliverance from its bondage of corruption.
This deliverance will come to it at the manifestation of the sons of
God. When the sons of God enter upon their heritage of glory,
creation's groans and pains will cease.

FAITH THAT WORKS BY LOVE.
THERE would be an interest-though, perhaps, a somewhat childish
one-in noticing the people in the Bible who excelled in one way or
another. For instance, there were the seven hundred Benjamites who
could fling stones with their left hands, everyone of them at a hall"s
breadth and not miss. There were the Anakims who were celebrated
for being tall. There was Og, taller than Goliath-a giant even in
those days. "BehoLd," said Moses, when he was recounting the
leadings of God, " behold his bedstead, a bedstead of iron; is it not in
Rabbath of the children of Ammon 1"-thirteen and a half feet by six,
but empty when Moses detailed the deliverance of the Almighty
Helper of Israel; for its occupant never returned to rest in it, but fell
before his despised enemies, God's mercy enduring for ever. We are
told that Eglon was a very fat man, that Asahel was light of foot as a
roe, that there were found no women in all the land so fair as the
daughters of Job. Every circumstance and condition is in their
place and season, a part of His workmanship who orders all things and
Whose work is perfect. But we might think of the meekness of
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Moses, of the prayers of Elijah, of the lahours of Paul, of the solitariness
of Noah, the contentions of Jeremiah, the faith of Abraham. None
of these children of God pondered the fact that they were " eminent
saints." They knew too well that if God's heavenly treasure was
with them, it was in "earthen vessels," and that the excellency was of
Him. We might ask or wonder who either naturally or spiritually
loved the most, and begin from Adam downwards to see what love has
done and borne. It made Abraham pray, "0 that Ishmael might
live before Thee." It made Isaac tremble very exceedingly. It
made the seven years that Jacob served for Rachel seem but a few
days for the love he had to her. It burdened the heart of Samuel with
disappointment and sorrow, for Sanl had been dear to him. It meant
to Jonathan that nothing in the kingdom mattered compared with
David. It was at a low ebb in the days of Micah, when no trust was
to be put in a friend nor confidence in a guide, when a man's enemies
were those of his own house, when" that king Ahaz," pre-eminent for
hardness, was on the throne. But God remembered mercy, and sent
the Son of His love, Who was Himself Love, and "we see Jesus"
sitting with His friends Martha, Mary, and Lazarus, sitting with His
disciple John in His bosom. .we hear Him, when the devil had called
Judas out into the darkness, giving His friends (many of whom were in
turn to lay down their lives for His sake) His one commandment to
love each other as He had loved them. This was the love that made
all things common to the early Church, that prayed Peter out of prison,
that hung on Paul's neck full of sorrow at his departure, that carried
the Apostle's tenderest letter to his friend Philemon. That was it
which brought young and old over miles of hills and valleys in
Switzerland, France, and Scotland to hear the Word of Life, to taste
the Bread of God. It was that love that cooled the flames of martyrdom
in the market places of England. It makes the people of God glad now
when they say, "Let us go up to the house of the Lord," when, all
their dissimilarities and passions notwithstanding, they can mention
the lovingkindnesses of the Lord and attempt to praise Him Who is
their only Hope, their only Redeemer, Saviour, Father, Lord, and
Helper.
Christ said to the Pharisee, of the woman who. washed His feet with
her tears and wiped them with the hairs of her head, " I say unto thee,
Her sins which are many are forgiven, for she loved much." We
might say, was it not because she was first loved by God that she was
forgiven, and that love in her heart was the result. But the Lord
said, "Her sins which are many are forgiven, for she loved much."
She must have known she loved. She longed to feel forgiveness. She
was not the last so to love and to lavish her love upon the Lord, waiting
for a word of acceptance and of favour, longing, hungering, hankering,
looking. But He said to her at last what she wanted to hear in so
many words, " Thy sins are forgiven," " Thy faith hath saved thee;
. peace. "
go III
FOLLOWER-ON.

•

214

The Gospel Magazine
THE GLADNESS OF THE RESURRECTION.

RESURRECTION thought. and hearts have been concentrated this
Easter season upon Resurrection gladness, the glorious certainty of
finished salvation, of accepted sacrifice, of victorious achievement in
tHe Person of our risen Lord. The Resurrection is the very keystone
of our faith and hope; for" If Christ be not raised, your faith is vain;
ye are yet in your sins." The Resurrection is the voucher, so to
speak-and, dear mourner, it is the oil of joy to thy sorrowing heart,
that" Christ is risen from the dead and become the firstfruits of them
that slept." "Christ the firstfruits, afterward they that are Christ's
at His coming." There is a linking together in the story of the Resurrection that is very, very precious. We never tire of studying every
detail related, not only because of Himself, the " altogether lovely,"
but also because in our close union in Him and identification with Him
as " accepted in the Beloved, our life hid with Christ in God," those
who are so dear to Him and we amongst them participate. "Thy
dead men shall live. My dead body shall arise."
So I feel that by the Holy Spirit's leading, for which I pray, we may
see gleams of cheer for present sadness in the two verses, St. John xx.
19, 20. "The same day (Resurrection day) at evening when the doors
were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews,
came Jesus and stood in the midst." One loves to linger over these
particulars of the glad day when in the morning Jesus stood near the
empty tomb, and in the S;lme loved accents as of old called His devoted
follower by her name, Mary, which she instantly recognized as His
voice. In the afternoon there was His visit to Peter. Towards
evening there was His walk with the Emmaus disciples, and then in
the evening, when the doors were shut, He appeared to the assembled
disciples.
The doors were shut for fear of the Jews. How largely fear predominates amongst the Lord's people and oftentimes brings sin in its
train. Fear caused all the disciples to forsake the beloved. Master
and flee when His time of need humanly speaking came. Fear caused
Peter's denial of his Lord. And now they were still fearing, though
they had been told of His appearance alive from the dead.
It has been said that there are so many" Fear Nots " in the Sacred
Word because the" little flock" are so subject to fear. Jesus had
often said to His disciples, " Why are ye fearful 1" "Be not afraid,"
" Fear not." But how tenderly He judged them. How sweetly He
reassured them. How instantly He calmed the storm that alarmed
them. How lovingly He said, "Go, tell My disciples and Pe/RJr."
My disciples still, though they had all forsaken Him in His extremity,
and Peter, whose heart was broken with the Master's look as He
"turned and looked upon Peter." He said nothing, but the look
went to the heart of Peter and" he wept bitterly."
And now they were in fear of the Jews. The doors were secured,
and the little fearing yet loving group met together, no doubt to talk
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of Him, to commune with each other of Him. Fear could not drive
Him from their hearts, and their fear could not keep Him from them.
He understood their trembling hearts. He came despite the closed
doors and stood in the midst of them, visible to all. What did He say?
Did He rebuke them for their little faith? Did He ask them if they
had had the message, and if EO why did they fear? Did He tell Peter
that His prediction concerning the denial took place? Did He tell
them they slept during His agony in the garden and forsook Him in
His distress? Ah, no! none of these things were mentioned. His
greeting was "Peace be unto you." It must have touched their
hearts and given them confidence and calmed their fears. More than
this, " When He had so said, He showed them His hands and His side."
Not only did they hear again the dear voice that had so often sounded
in their ears by the roadside, by the seaside, by the mountain side, in
the upper room, and on the ship in the storm, but they saw Him.
Their eyes beheld Him.
"Then were the disciples glad when they saw the Lord." They
had not been fully persuaded by hearing of Him. They wanted
Himself, and when they saw Him and the veritable tokens of His
suHering-they were glad, glad with the gladness that He gave them,
glad with the certainty of His resurrection and life, glad with the joy
of His presence, glad with the knowledge of His victory. The Master
was again with them, full of life and love and triumph. It had been
sadness working up to gladness.
Dear fellow believer, is it not thus oftentimes with you? Have
not fears been uppermost notwithstanding the thousandfold proofs of
His grace and power to " bring you quite through"? He loves you
through all, and in the uplift of His " Peace be unto you" the spirit
revives, and like the disciples you are glad. Ah, but how sweet to
hear His" Blessed are they who have not seen and yet have believed."
How radiant His smile for those who trust Him fully in the dark, the
grace-enabled souls who look up and are lightened.
Another thought concerning this showing to them His hands and
His side may well make His disciples glad now; for He was pointing
to His triumph, to the joy that had been set before Him all the time
of His sojourn here, the triumph and the joy for you and for me. Our
names were on His heart and our portion in Himself. Ten thousand
rapturous joys swell in our hearts as He reveals these most precious
truths, and we are glad, GLAD when we see Jesus by faith bearing
our sins away. For He was wounded for our transgressions, He was
bruised for ou,' iniquities. Oh! sin-sin, what hast thou done?
Oh! Saviour, Saviour, what shall I do 1 "The Lord hath laid on Him
the iniquity of us all," and He has blotted all out.
" Those dear tokens of His passion
Still His dazzling body bears."
For He is " the Lamb as it had been slain in the midst of the throne."
NETTlE.
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CLOSING WORDS.

" Now unto IJim that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you
faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, to the
only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and
ppwer, both now and ever. Amen."-The closing words of the last
Epistle, J UDE 24, 25.
WE are naturally and rightly apt to attach special importance to
closing words. The closing words of the Books of the Bible are very
wonderful in themselves, and when we compare some with others
they gain in sigpificance. May God the Spirit show up some hidden
things of God as we put several side by side.
The first Book of the Bible closes with a unique funeral (Gep. I. 26).
4lbeit the death took place in Egypt, "the bones of Joseph" went
through much. They had many resting places; they travelled in the
wilderness during the forty years' wandering (Exod. xiii. 19); and
they were at last interred in the "land of Canaan some two hun<ired
ye.ars after Joseph's death. "The bones of Joseph" are referred to
ag;tin and again in the Scriptures. Their lesson is one of promise and
faith. Joseph believed that the land of Canaan would be restored to
the children of Israel, so he "gave commandment concerning his
bones" (Heb. xi. 22), and said, "Ye shall carry up my bones from
hence" (Gen. I. 24,25). The promise of Jehovah had been given, and
" by faith Joseph when he died," said, " God will surely visit you."
That faith was not misplaced. All came to pass as the Lord had
promised, and the closing words of the Book of Joshua recount the
final burial within the promised land (JO,sh. xxiv. 32). So with every
Israelite by faith. We shall not fall short of our final iWleritance.
Opposition, delay, and discouragement will surely meet the child of
God d!J.ring his earthly journey. But the faith of God's elect is not
mispjaced. The promises of God will never fail. The Lord Jesus
Christ will eventually say to His Father concerning the whole family
of Hi,s redeemed, "Behol<]., I "nd the children which God hath given
Me " (Hep. ii. 1;3). All His Own will be "accepted in the Beloved,"
all will fin'!-lly enter into His glory.
The l'!-st Book of the Pentateuch closes with a unique burial (Deut.
~v. 8-12). It is '!-p unknown grave, and it was a God-announced
q.eath (see Jo;>sh. i. 1-2). Jehovah Himself and alone conducted the
f\Jl!er,!-l, and !\fterw,!-rds told Joshua that Moses was dead. This body,
liJre th~t pf Jo;>seph, had special things before it. Satan contended for
it, 'pyt ~PP!\rently failed to obtain it (Jude 9). Probably Satan was
igrJ.~n.llt gf it§ whereabouts. Possibly this was because it was to be
in living evidenCe on the Mount of Transfiguration about fifteen
hundred years later in the time of Christ, when the disciples saw
"Moses . . . talking with Him" (Matt. xvii. 3). It is doubtful if
tIJ.e body of Moses ever passed through corruption-certain it is that
it -was kept out of Satan's power after death, and was a literal, recognizable P9dy when it appeared to "Peter, James, and John." In any
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case the Lord's keeping power extends to the dead bodies of His saints.
Although if we fall asleep our own bodies return to the earth, the
Lord will raise them up at last as living bodies, never again to be
subject to disease, death, or decay. Just as surely as He produced
JUan originally out of the dust of the ground, He will as surely reproduce
him a second time from the dust of the ground. The infinite, Almighty
power that could accomplish the one, can qnite as easily achieve the
other! Our beloved dead are safe in His safe keeping. We are told
this about them, and by faith we grasp it. "This corruption must
put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality." The
believer is redeemed, redeemed spirit, soul, and body, "with the
precious blood of Christ." Hence, at the resurrection the spirit and
body will be reunited with a capacity that cannot sin and in a perfect
state; thenceforward to enjoy an everlasting sinless life in the presence
of the Redeemer. Then, too, we shall possess a glorified body like
unto His. The burial of Moses gives us a lesson of hope.
The last book of the major prophets closes with an assured blessing
(Dan. xii. 12, 13), while the last book of the minor prophets closes with
a threatened curse (Mal. iv. 5, 6). Blessing to the godly and cursing to
the ungodly run throughout the Word of Gm).. Man in his unregenerate state objects to this. He shuns to receive or to declare the
whole counsel of God which includes eternal woe to the wicked. But
the Lord never changes His Word to please man. He sets before us
life and death, blessing and cursing. If we reject life and blessing here,
the result-perpetual banishment from God hereafter-is inevitable.
If we love and serve the Lord during life we " shall rest" secure in
spite of death; and though our bodies may for a time lie in the grave,
we shall" stand in (our) lot at the end of the days." For on the
morning of the resurrection, all the believing dead will be raised.
These passages from Daniel and Malachi put together give us a precious
lesson of safety to the godly on the one hand, and a solemn lesson of
insecurity to the ungodly on the other. But we shall refer to Mal. iv.
6 later in a different light.
The last of the Synoptic Gospels closes with anllofinished benediction
(Luke xxiv. 50--53), and the last words of the unique Gospel close an
unfinished record (John xxi. 25). The evangellst Luke tells us that,
"While (the Lord Jesus Christ) blessed them, He was parted from
them." He is still daily and momently blessing His people. He has
never ceased to do so, and never will. He 'has left the earth in human
form, but He has not left us alone. The Holy Spirit, the Comforter,
is with us here to guide us into all truth. The Advocate Himself is
with His Father now to intercede for us. The unfinished benediction,
commenced ages ago, is yet descending on His faithful followers. His
Words received by them are endless in their greatness and results.
Hence, well might the Apostle John sum up his account of Christ with
that almost astounding ascription! Well might he declare that if the
" many other things which Jesus did" while here below were put on
record, "I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the
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books that should be written." Marvellously mighty as this tribute
ls, we know that it is not overdrawn. Nor will His people ever come
to the end of His love, goodness, and mercy. We shall never be able to
express one thousandth part of the wonderful lovingkindness of the
Lord to usward who believe. His works concerning us are everlasting
in their issues and extent. His infinite love is unchangeable toward
us, His invincible grace is sufficient for us, and His indwelling Presence
is undying in us. His blessings are undeserved and continued. That
the records thereof are beyond numeration, are lessons that our God
is ever repeating to His beloved children.
The last book in the Old Testament closes with a last word of warning (Mal. iv. 6). The last book of the New Testament closes with a
last word of grace (Rev. xxii. 21). The Prophet Malachi writes of a
lIfessenger Who will " turn the heart" of many to repentance, " Lest."
In one sense it is not a pronounced or an assured" curse." The words
are tentative; danger rather than intention is suggested. Not so the
last wOI·ds of the Bible. They are an unconditional assurance to the
child of God for all time. His" grace" will ever" be with" us. In
both cases the lesson of His faithfulness shines out. He will warn
" before" He will make an end. "Behold, I will send you Elijah the
prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord."
This is ever His way, mercy" before" judgment. And His faithfulness
shines forth grandly again in the last words of Inspiration, "The
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen."
We must, however, add a further thought on Rev. xxii. 20-2l.
The closing words of the Love Song between Christ and the Church
are a cry to the Bridegroom to hasten to His Bride (Song viii. 14). The
last Book in the Bible closes with the Bridegroom assuring His Bride
that He is quickly coming for her, and the Bride again imploring Him
not to delay (Rev. xxii. 20). "Make haste, my Beloved," is the
urgent call of the Bride. "Surely, I come quickly," is the loving
answer of the Bridegroom. "Even so, come, Lord Jesus," the Bride
once more repeats. He is coming, and that" quickly," as He says.
Is this our dear desire? Are we expecting Him, longing for Him ?
To the watching bride, the working servant, the waiting pody, this
expectation is the brightest hope. Ofttimes the way seems long and
weary. Ofttimes our Home looks very distant yet. What of that,
beloved fellow traveller? Be the remaining steps few or many, be
the obstacles in our path small or great, be the forces we possess weak
or strong, if this hope is our ever-inspiring thought, we can still go on
in the strength of the Lord. "Faint, yet pursuing "-we shall not
wholly break down. The sustaining, keeping grace of our God is.
assured to us all the way. Therefore I would close this paper with the
inspired assurance, prayer, and benediction contained in the closing
words of Holy Writ, and say, " He which testifieth these things saith,
Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. The·
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen."
New Eltnam, S.E.9.
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
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THE RULE OF LAW, AND THE REIGN OF GRACE.
THE consciousness of good and evil, of right and wrong, is inherent in
mankind. In the words of Holy Scripture, it is the work of the law
of God written in the hearts of men. Rom. ii. 14, 15 (R.V.) reacls:
" When Gentiles which have no law do by nature the things of the
law, these, having no law, are a law unto themselves; in that they
show the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience
bearing witness therewith, and their thoughts one ,,~th another
accusing or else excusing them." Unless the conscience is seared,
that inward monitor speaks, wh-en the law of God is transgressed, and
sin committed.
Sin was in the world from the time of Adam's fall, long before the
law was given through !lioses, and it brought misery and punishment
in its train, as instanced by Cain's fratricide; the great wickedness of
mankind, which brought down the judgment of the Flood; and the
iniquity of the cities of the Plain.
But when God, in His grace, chose Abraham's seed to be a people
" for Himself," He eventually summed up His Law (the" moral law ")
in the ten commandments (Exod. xx.) and gave it to them, through
Moses, on "two tables of stone, written with the finger of God"
(Exod. xxxi. 18).
We note here that the law of God was given for man's good, and as
tending to his welfare and happiness. God had the right to make
laws for man, as He is the Creator, Owner, Provider, and Sustainer of
mankind. But His laws are not arbitrary, or needless, but for the
benefit of His creatures. The law is, " Holy, and just, and good."
Now fallen mankind did not keep the law" written in their hearts."
As man in state of innocence had failed, so he failed under the rule
of conscience. The chosen nation also failed to render obedience
under law. What, then, was God's design in the giving of the law?
Its main design was to convict of sin. "The law entered that the
offence might abound" (Rom. v. 20).
The strict requirement of the law was thus summed up by the Lord
Jesus when He was asked, " !lfaster, which is the great commandment
in the law?" Jesus said, " Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with aU thy mind. This is
the first and great commandment.
And the second is like unto it. "Thou shalt love thy neighbbur
as thyself." But we have all transgressed and come short. "All
have sinned and come short of the glory of God." The law was given
to convince of this, as we read (Rom. iii. 19), " Now we know that what
things soever the law saith, it saith to them that are under the law;
that every mouth may be stopped and all the world may become
guilty before God." What follows from this? The next verse tells
us, " Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified
(i.e., accounted righteous) in His sight." As is often sung :.. Not the labours of my hands
Can fulfil Thy law's demands."

a
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And yet, is it not this that many are trying to do, viz., to keep the
commandments, in order that they may be accounted righteous before
God 1 But this is labour in vain! God's holy Law convicts us of sin
and brings us all in guilty before Him, and subject to His judgment.
No one is saved by being good, or doing good. "There is none
righteous, no, not one. There is none that doeth good, no, not one,"
is God's testimony concerning man by nature.
Since man failed when in a state of innocence; also when, " without
law," he was under the rule of conscience; and again when under
Divine law, it was thus demonstrated that mankind cannot stand as
righteous before God on the ground of creature merit. His only
standing ran be by grace, that is, by God's free favour and goodness
toward us. This grace He has manifested in Christ Jesus. In the
fulness of time God sent forth His beloved Son. He was "Holy,
harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners," and in His spotless life
set forth a perfect example. But that example was not followed, nor
has been followed since, nor can be! For He alone is " the Perfect
Man." Thus it was evinced that even the dwelling of God Incarnate
among men could not change fallen human nature. Mankind has
ever" turned to his own way." And so Christ's own people (to whom
He came, according to the ancient prophecies and promises, to whom
He ministered, and amongst whom He " went about doing good," Who
"spake as never man spake") as a nation despised and reject~d Him,
charged Him with blasphemy, and put Him to a cruel and shameful
death.
After that, what could be looked for but judgment, except for" the
exceeding riches of God's grace" 1 Both the Jews and the Gentiles
took part in the murder of the Lord Jesus, as may be gathered from
the Gospel history. What hope can there be, therefore, for the world,
apart from the grace of God 1 And the marvellous thing is, that
God overruled all for the manifestation of His Holiness, Righteousness,
and Grace, "That He might be just, and the Justifier of him which
believeth in Jesus" (Rom. ill. 26). Christ was raised from the dead,
for the Divine law had been fulfilled by Him, " the Holy One of God."
He wrought its righteousness in every particular, and paid the penalty
due to its transgression. "His own self bare our sins in His own
body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins (as to their guilt), should
live unto righteousness" (in Him) (1 Peter ii. 24). The result of
Christ's glorious resurrection is the proclamation of "repentance and
remission of sins .. in His Name among all nations" (see Luke xxiv.
46, 47; and Acts x. 4(}-43). If this proclamation be rejected, it is
because men are not willing to come to Christ that they might have
life (John v. 40). All are thus" unwilling" by nature. But if the
Gospel message be received, and believed in the heart, it is an evidence
that the believer is born anew, and therefore chosen in Christ, redeemed
by Christ, and saved in Him for ever.
As we are involved in the transgression of "the first man, Adam,"
so we must be in union ,vith " the last Adam," as our Law Fulfiller, in
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order to become righteous. Christ fulfilled the law iu His holy life,
and paid its penalty in His atoning death, and thus He is " the end
of the law for righteousness to everyone that believeth " (Rom. x. 4).
Conscious, burdened sinner, this is glad tidings for you, and believing
you may say:" 'fhe terrors of law, and of God,
With me can have nothing to do ;
My Saviour's obedience and blOO'd
Hide all my transgressions from view."
God's grace is free. The Old Testament invitation runs: "Ho,
everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no
money; come ye, buy and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without
money, and without price," and our Lord echoed this when He cried
in Jerusalem, " If any Illan thirst, let him come unto Me, and drink."
Grace reigns unto eternal life. "The law entered that the offence
might abound. But where sin abounded grace did much more abound:
that as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign, THROUGH
RIGHTEOUSNESS, unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ our Lord" (Rom. v.
20, 21).
Grace reigns" through righteousness," even the righteous obedience
of the Lord Jesus, " Who became obedient unto (Gk., up to the point of)
death, even the death of the cross" (Phi!. ii. 8).
" Grace is flowing as a river,

·Millions there have been supplied;
Still it flows as fresh as ever
From the Saviour's wounded side."
Lloydminste1' (Bask.), Canada.

ROBERT J. NoYEs, B.D.

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE, "OUT OF DATE?"
A CORRESPONDENT writes ;-" I had a stroll round Burton Cemetery
about two years ago, and was much impressed seeing the following
lines on the gravestone of the late dear George Cowell, whom I remember being at Trinity, Derby, A monument of grace,

A sinner saTed by blood,
The streams of love I trace
Up to the Fountain'-God;
And in His sacred bosom see
Eternal thoughts of IOTe to me.'
I prize his Wayside Notes now of which I have some old ones. A
few weeks ago I saw a bound copy of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for the
year 1871, and I bought it for sixpence, as the man said it was Qut
of date. However, it is up to date for me. It has provided me with
many a sweet morsel at the Lotd's Hands. Truly it is what it claims
to be, a Magazine containing the Gospel of the grace of God. I for
one get many a good meal from it 'along with the Word of God."
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THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
following donations for the Fund:£0 4 0 "T. F."
Mrs. Thom
£0 5 0
o 4 0 Mr. W. Daveuport
Mrs. Goodall
120
J\1r. W. H. Small
o 4 0 Mr. Luther Holder
014 0
o 10 0 Miss E. ~t Sangar
Mr. S. Robinson
o 10 0
1 1 0 "Little Faith"
Trustee
026
"A Widow"
o 2 0 Mrs. and Miss Wickham 0 5 0
"111. A. T."
o 4 0 Mr. J. Hesketh
040
"J. C."
o 8 0 "A Sparrow Alone" 0 5 0
Miss C. H. Deal
1 0 0 Another Widow
020
Mr. 111. A. White
o 4 0 Mr. E. Fisher
010 0
THE CRY OF A SINNER.
LOOK upon the sinner, Lord,
Who in sorrow cries to Thee,
Of his guiltiness assured,
"God be merciful to me."
Ruined by the Adam fall,
And my own iniquity;
In myself no help at all"God be merciful to me."
Sick my head, and faint my heart,
In my soul no health I see;
Heal me, Lord, for Love Thou art-"God be merciful to me."
From myself to Christ I turn,
Plead th' Incarnate 111ystery ;
Do not my petition spurn"God be merciful to me."
By His toils, and pains, and smart,
By His sweat and agony,
By His broken, bleeding heart,
God be merciful to me."
By His intercession sweet,
By His Spirit, sent of Thee
(See who fills the mercy-seat !),
"God be merciful to me."
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
Glorious, blessed Trinity,
Hear the cry of sinners lost-H God be merciful to me."
H

1901.

JOSEPH JARVIS.

•
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"PARTICULAR REDEMPTION."·'
By C. H.

SPURGEON.*

I BEGIN this morning with the doctrine of redemption. "He gave
His life a ransom for many."
The doctrine of redemption is one of the most important doctrines
of the system of faith. A mistake on this point will inevitably lead to
a mistake through the entire system of our belief.
Now, you are aware that there are different theories of redemption.
All Christians hold that Christ died to redeem, but all Christians do
not teach the same redemption. We differ as to the nature of atonement, and as to the design of redemption. For instance, the Arminian
holds that Christ, when He died, did not die with an intent to save any
particular person; and they teach that Christ's death does not, in itself,
secure, beyond doubt, the salvation of any man living. They believe
that Christ died to make the salvation of all men possible, or that by
the doing of something else any man who pleases may attain unto
eternal life ; consequently they are obliged to hold that if man's will
would not give way and voluntarily surrender to grace, then Christ's
atonement would be unavailing. They hold that there was no particularity and speciality in the death of Christ. Christ died, according
to them, as much for Judas in hell as for Peter who mounted to heaven.
They believe that for those who are consigned to eternal fire, there was
as true and real a redemption made as for those who now stand before
thc throne of the Most High. Now, we believe no' such thing. We
hold that Christ, when He died, had an object in view, and that object
will, most assuredly' and beyond a doubt, be accomplished. We
measure the design of Christ's death by the effect of it. If anyone asks
us, What did Christ design to do by His death? we answer that
question by asking him another, What has Christ done? or, What will
Christ do by His death? For we declare that the measure of the effect
of Christ's love is the measure of the design of it. We cannot so belie
our reason, as to think that the intention of Almighty God could be
frustrated, or that the design of so great a thing as the atonement can
by any way whatever be missed of. We hold-we are not afraid to
say what we believe-that Christ came into this world with the intention of saving" a multitude which no man can number," and we believe
that, as the result of this, every person for whom He died must, beyond
the shadow of a doubt, be cleansed from sin, and stand washed in blood
beforc the Father's throne. We do not believe that Christ made any
effectual atonement for those who are for ever damned; we dare not
think that the blood of Christ was ever shed with the intention of saving
those whom God foreknew never could be saved, and some of whom
were even in hell when Christ, according to some men's account, died
to save them.
* Published in envelope size by the Sovereign Grace Union, 100-102, Camberwell
Grove, London, S.E.5.

Price lid., 12 for is. post free.
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1 have hurried over that to come to the last point, which is the
sweetest of all. Jesus Christ, we are told in our text, came into the
world" to give His life a ransom for many." The greatness of Christ's
redemption may be measured by the extent of the design of it. He
gave His life "a ransom for many." I must now return to that
controverted point again. We are often told (I mean those of us who
are commonly nicknamed by the title of Calvinists, and we are not vety
much ashamed of that; we think that Calvin after all knew more
about the Gospel than almost any man who bas ever lived, uninspired)
that we limit the atonement of Christ, because we say that Christ has
not made a 'satisfaction for all men, or all men would be saved. No\\'
our reply to this is that, on the other hand, our opponents limit it: we
do not. The Armininans say, Christ died for all men. Ask them what
they mean by it: Did Christ die so as to secure the salvation of all
men 1 They say, "No, certainly not." We ask them the next
question, Did Christ die. so as to secure the salvation of any man in
particular 1 They answer, '~No." They are obliged to admit this if
they are consistent. They say, " No; Christ has died that any man
may be saved if--"-and then follow certain conditions of salvation.
We say, then, we will just go back to the old statement-Christ did not
die so as beyond a doubt to secure the salvation of anybody, did He 1
You must say, "No"; you are obliged t{) say so, for you believe that
even after a man has been pardoned, he may yet fall from grace and
perish. Now, who is it that limits the death of Christ 1 Why, you.
You say that Christ did not die so as to infallibly secure the salvation
of anybody. We beg your pardon when you say we limit Christ's
death; we say, "No, my dear sir, it is you that do it." We say Christ
so died that He infallibly secuted the salvation of a multitude that no
man can number, who through Christ's death not only may be saved
but are saved, must be saved, and cannot by any possibility run the
hazard of being anything but saved. You are welcome to your atonement; you may keep it. We will never renounce ours for the sake
of it.
Now, beloved, when you hear anyone laughing or jeering at a limited
atonement, you may tell him this: General atonement is like a great
wide bridge with only half an arch; it does not go across the stream,
it only professes to go halfway; it does not secure the salvation of
anybody. Now, I had rather put my foot upon a bridge as narrow as
Hungerford, which went all the way across, than on a bridge that was
as wide aB the world if it did not go all the way across the stream. I
am told it is my duty to say that all men have been redeemed, and I am
told that there is a Scripture warrant for it-" Who gave Himself a
ransom for all to be testified in due time." Now, that looks like a
very, very great argument indeed on the other side of the question.
For instance, look here. "The whole world is gone after Him." Did
all the world go after Christ 1 "Then went all Judea, and were baptized of Him in Jordan." Was all Judea, or all Jerusalem, baptized in
Jordan 1 "Ye sre of God, Iitt.le children," and" the whole world Iieth
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in the wicked one." Does" the whole world" there mean everybody?
If so, how was it, then, that there were some who were" of God" ?
TIlEl words" world" and " all " are used in some seven or eight senses
in Scripture, and it is very rarely that" all " means all persons, taken
individually. The words are generally used to signify that Christ has
redeemed some of all sorts-some Jews, some Gentiles, some rich, some
poor, and has not restricted His redemption to either Jew or Gentile.

~orngpOnbfnft.
THE PRESENT POSITION OF THE CHURCH MISSIONARY
SOCIETY.
(A REPLY TO MR. A. A. HEAD.)
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

•

SIR,-I received to-day (March 23rd, 1923) the Times and The CMistian.
In the former I read that it is " complained that the C.M.S. Committee
have proved unfaithful to their trust by departing seriously from the
principles of their Society" (Nov., 1922) in " carrying to the heathen
world a Bible that they i!o tlOt tmst, and proclaiming a Christ whom they
regard as d~fective."
On the same date in the Chfistian is a letter from the well-known
Keswick Chairman, Mr. Albert A. Head, who on March 8th publicly
advertised (in common with others) his .endorsement of the present
position (since Nov. 22nd) of the C.II1.S., and sent two guineas to show
it. This letter is an explanation why Ilk Head has acted in such a
way as to distress and stumble so many of his life-long friends, and
I fcar set a disastrous example to the thousands to whom he is a leader.
. This letter absolutely states that the writer "stands by the old
truths for which Keswick has stood for nearly half a century." But
does he?
I have personally known Keswick and its speakers well, during
the whole of that period, and have rejoiced at the way in which God
has preserved it faithful to the truth. But, in spite of Mr. Head, I
doubt very much if amongst its old" truths" can be found " a want
of trust in the Bible" (as to its historicity) or the "proclaiming a
Christ whom they re~ard as defective" (that is in His utterances)
which the Times says are represented as characterizing the C.M.S.
Committee to-day.
Mr. Head, curiously enough, while devoting half his letter to proclaiming his belief, does not spare a line to refute these terrible charges,
which hc completely ignores, and yet is surprised that "some old
friends" are under the impression that he " has changed, and become
a .supporter of Modern views." But what else has Mr. Head become
when, after the definite taking of their new position in November,
Mr. Head advertises his subscription to and support of the C.M.S. ?
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The present position of the C.M.S., whether right or wrong, is certainly
Modern in every sense.
Coming to Mr. Head's defence of his action in supporting the C.M.S.,
we find it is because he believes 75 per cent of the missionaries are
-not" Modern."
But does he not in this put the 75 per cent before the Bible and Christ,
and consider their welfare of greater importance than the grave charges
mentioned in the Times?
Personally I still find it very hard to believe that Albert A. Head
ever put his name in the Christian on March 8th, or that he ever wrote
this letter of March 22nd, and I tremble to think of the effect of both
on multitudes of his followers.
That he does not stand alone in his attitude makes it surely all the
more deplorable, and I even doubt if the 75 per cent true-hearted
missionaries will thank him for his action.
I write in deep distress and humility concerning one at whose feet
I have so often sat, but I felt I could not keep silent.
ALFRED T. SCHOFIELD, :r.f.D.
Ornwnde House, Ryde, (Uld
10, Harley Street, LOlldon, W.!.

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY A~T]) NAVY.
To the Editor of tlte GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-A Chaplain to Sailors writes, asking for a further
supply of magazines, etc., for use amongst the men at various stations:
" Can you again make us a grant of Gospel literature for free distribu.tion
amongst the sailors at our several ports 1 They are always most
acceptable and greatly appreciated by the recipients. We thank you
for past kind help." It is our great privilege to be permitted to send
forth the soul-saving and faith-establishing doctrines of grace to our
soldiers and sailors, both Royal Navy and Mercantile Marine, and the
many letters testify to the deep need for and the appreciation of the
literature thus sent out on sea and land.
Yours sincerely,
6, Stirling Road, Bath Road,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, April 2nd, 1923.
•

IF Christ when dead could not be kept from rJSmg, Christ now
living shall not be hindered from raising and helping His Church. His
own glory is linked with His people's security; and though He may
not be moved for any thing in them, because of their sinfulness, He
will for His own Name, because of its excellency-" I do not this for
your sakes, 0 house of Israel, but for My Holy Name's sake."Charnock.
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{lJrotf9tRnt iSeacon.
THREE BURNING QUESTIONS.
(FI'01n " The Ohw'ch Intelligencer " for FelYl'uary.)
SIR THOMAS INSKIP, at the London Meeting of Lay Churchmen, held
in the Church House, on January 20th, well summarized the three
points in the proposals for Revision of the Prayer Book, which he felt
called for special opposition by Evangelical Churchpeople as :1. Public Prayers for the Dead.
'2. The Vestments.
3. Reservation of the Sacrament.
Whatever else may be undesirable, these, we agree, are the principal
changes to be resisted by those attached to the English Reformation.
With regard to the first, he rightly emphasized that what is resented
is their public use in the open Church services at which all members
of the Church are to attend. Protestants have no wish to interfere
with the private devotions of anyone, and if they had the will they
clearly have not the power to dictate what others shall ask of God in
their secret petitions to Him. On the other hand, they have every
right to ask that the public services of the Church shall not be made
the means of imposing upon them prayers which they conscientiously
believe are not in accordance with the will of God.
The question is serious and pressing, for if such prayers be sanctioned
by authority of the Church, the Church at once becomes responsible
for teaching a certain doctrine, namely, that they are profitable for
the souls of the faithful departed. Now this doctrine is confessedly
not read in Holy Scripture, nor may it be proved thereby; for such
arguments as praying for "all saints," or gratuitous assumptions
about Onesiphorus (Eph. vi. IS ; 2 Tim. i. 16, IS; iv. 19) are unworthy
of serious discussion. Our Church then would be in the position of
taking as her fundamental principle the sufficiency of Scripture, while
practically denying it in her authorized prayers.
Consideration -of the history of the Prayer Book would render the
situation of the Church even more painful. In 1549, though the
inculcation of Purgatory was forbidden, the First Prayer Book contained prayers for the dead. In 1552, the Second Prayer Book discarded them, even though divorced from the idea of Purgatory. In
1559, one of the reasons given to the Government against the restoration of the First Prayer Book was that it contained prayers for the
dead (Cardwell, Oonferences, p. 52), and the consequent re-enactment
of the Second Prayer Book as the basis of the Reformation Settlement
was a solemn repetition of their rejection. In 1563, the Second Book
of Homilies was authorized, in which the" Homily concerning Prayer"
condemns praying for the dead whether connected with Purgatory
or not. Quoting certain texts, it goes on :-" Let these and such
other places be suffiCient to take away the gross error of Purgatory out

228

The Gospel Magazine

of our heads; neither let us dream any nwre that the souls of the dead
are anything at all helped by our prayers. . . . . Let us not therefore
dream either of Purgatory' or of prayer for the souls of them that are
dead." In 1661 the ultra-Laudians at one stage in the revision of the
Prayer Book secured the insertion of a prayer for the dead, but Convocation disallowed the change, and Parliament upheld the " Sacred
Synod's" decision, so that for the third time" this Church and Realm,"
on due consideration, decided to reject such prayers from our public
liturgy. All that is the testimony of the standard Prayer Book and
Homilies of the Church, which, be it remembered, are still to remain
the standard after this revision, if approved, should pass into law. If
the Church were now to authorize, though in an " alternative use,"
the employment of such prayers, she would become the world's laughingstock. If they are in accordance with God's Word, let it be shown,
that we may alter the Church's teaching on this head, and all join in
using them. If they are still destitute of the warranty of Revelation,
let the services of our Church remain pure of what is unscriptural.
History does not favour their introduction. Praying for the dead
was not in existence amongst the Jews of Palestine in our Lord's time,
and the late learned Dr. C. H. H. Wright, in his monumental work on
" The Intermediate State and Purgatory," gives evidence that orthodox
Jews ouly began the practice about the third century A.D., while it
did not obtain place in the services until possibly the twelfth century
or even later. (See also Church Association Tract 214, by Dr. Wright.)
Th.ere is no distinct mention of prayers for the dead in Christian
services till the fourth century, and then the earliest witness, Cyril of
Jerusalem (347 A.D.), admits that" many" denied their usefulness.
The same is the testimony of Augustine at the beginning of the following
century, while Archbishop Usher quotes a succession of witnesses down
to the year 1170, "Whereby it may appear that this practice wanted
not opposition even then, when in the Papacy it was advanced unto
its greatest height" (Answer to a Jesuit's Challenge, ch. 7 at end).
Certain it is that the "Memento of the Dead" had not place in the
original Roman Canon of the Mass, and that down to the ninth century,
in Rome itself, its recital was positively forbidden on Sundays. As
late as the eleventh century an Italian Missal places before it the rubric,
" This the priest does not say on Sundays or on other greater festivals."
It is not noticed by Amalar, who wrote a commenta-ry on the Canon
in 830, nor by two other commentaries written in the tenth century.
That learned Roman liturgiologist, the late J\1r. Edmund Bishop, who
did much to elucidate this point, gives a list of sixteen (he suggests
the existence of many more) MSS. of the Canon, ranging from the
ninth to the elev:enth century, which omit the" Memento of the Dead"
(Bishop, Liturgica Historica, pp. 96--115; London, 1918).
From its first introduction into the Christian Church, praying for
the dead has been associated with" erroneous and strange doctrine."
Tertullian of Carthage, at the beginning of the third century, is the
first Christian to approve of it, but ouly after he had fallen into the
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Montanistic heresy and because he believed the" spiritual disclosures "
mllde to the prophets of this sect regarding the punishment of disembodied spirits by a delay of the resurrection (De Exlwrt. Cast., c. 11 ;
de ¥onog., c. 10; de Anima, c. 58). Cyril of Jerusalem says, " Then
also we pray for those who have gone to rest ... believing that it
will be the greatest assistance to the souls for whom it is offered, the
supplication of the sacred and most tremendous oblation which lies
before us" (Cateell. Myst., v. 9). Doubtless Protestant theologians
have sufficiently proved that Cyril did not agree with Rome either as
to the" Real" Presence or the Sacrifice of the Mass, but he cannot be
acquitted of using language out of harmony with the Scriptures, and
naturally (if not necessarily) suggestive of deadly error.
At the present day, praying for the dead in our Church is intimately
and inseparably associated with "dangerous deceits." Thus in the
very authoritative Ritualistic " Declaration of Faith," sent last year
to the Patriarch of Constantinople, and engineered by the English
Church Union, in conjunction with several other representative
Ritualistic societies, it is stated to be a duty imposed on all " priests"
of the Anglican Communion, " To offer the unbloody sacrifice of the
Eucharist for the living and the departed." At the London" AngloCatholic Congress," in 1920, the Rev. Arnold Pinchard, Secretary of
the E.C.U., was selected to expound what this section of the Church
believes in regard to the "Faithful Departed." In doing so he
" examined two views of Purgatory-the one popular and unscientific,
which explains the suffeJ"ings of Purgatory as being intrinsic and
remedial or ameliorative in character and effect; and the other which
regards the penalties as virulictive arul extrinsic suffering deliberately
i1iflicted by God Hi1n8elf, and as deliberately and joyfully accepted
by His friends, so that they may make expiation for their sins. That
theory is based on the fact of mortal sin, and is scientific and intelligible,
for it accords with the standard of justice."
That is the doctrine which lies behind the attempt to reintroduce
prayers for the dead into the system of our Church. It is the abnegation
of the Gospel of Christ, teaching men to look to their own sufferings
and to the sacrifice of the priest in the mass for the expiation of their
sins, instead of seeing full, perfect, and complete Atonement provided
even for the chief of sinners in our Blessed Redeemer's" meritorious
Cross and Passion, whereby alone we obtain remission of our sins and
are made partakers of the Kingdom of Heaven."
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE Committee hope to be favoured with a large attendance of their
friends at the 116th Anuiversary, at Caxton Hall, on Friday, May 4th.
The Rev. R. H. Talbot will (D.V.) preach at 3.45, and Sir Thomas
Inskip will preside over the meeting at 6 o'clock. Addresses will be
given by G. H. Hume, Esq., M.P., the Revs. R. H. Talbot and W. Sinden,
and Mr. Harvey Carr and others. The Society carries on its work
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upon the lines of God's Truth, undeviatingl y pursuing its course in
" the old paths, where is the good way," and cherishing the memory
of Joseph Irons, Dr. Doudney, and a host of departed ones, who
strenuously supported the Institution in their day and generation.
Their record is in Inasmuch, the History of the Society, a volume
which is selling freely.
Our Tunbridge Wells Auxiliary is rendering good service, and a new
Home will, in due course, be erected for local pensioners, of whom
there are a considerable number. On Tuesday, April 17th, excellent
meetings wer'e held in the Town Hall.
On May 16th the Secretary will visit Calne, and on the 231'd Acton,
in the interests of the Society, which has long received valued support
from both places. The collections for the Lord's aged poor continue
to grow in number, and are an excellent means of quickening and
sustaining support for this venerable but vigorous work in the Lord's
Name.

lLtehte\ll1l nnll jtoticell of 15ooh.
MEMOIR OF SUREY HARLEY. By MISS JA..c'iE GILPIK. Pp. 127. Price
Is. 6d. net, by post Is. 9d. (C. J. Farncombe & .Sons, Ltd.,
30, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London, E.C.)
Sukey Harley was born in Shropshire about the year 1784. She
was one of sixteen children. Her parents were poor and her education
was much neglected. She married when very young, and some years
after she and her husband lived at Ryton, near Shrewsbury. Here
she was converted, and the account given of the wonderful change in
her life is very remarkable. Three years afterwards she took up her
abode at Pulverbach, near Shrewsbury, and here the writer of this
memoir, who appears to have been the Rector's daughter, first became
acquainted with her. Sukey Harley died in the summer of 1853.
The first part of the Menroir is occupied largely with the record of her
conversion, and the latter with remarks which she made in conversations at various times between the years 1836 and 1853.
These conversations manifest much knowledge of the doctrines of
grace and set forth much of her spiritnal conflicts and experience.
The Memoir shows that Sukey Harley was a remarkable trophy of
Divine grace. This is the third edition of this little volume.

NOT only has God fore-ordained the times and "bounds of habitation " of nations, but of each individual. The day in which we live on
earth, dear fellow-Christian, and the place and circumstances in which
we find ourselves, are not theresult of blind chance, but are appointed
for us by the will of God-a will guided by infinite wisdom and infinite
10ve.-REv. DAVID BARON in The Scattered Nation.

