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THE LAMB OF GOD.
" And looking upon JESUS as He walked, he saith, Behold the LAMB
of GOD ! "-JORN i. 36.

TwICE over John the Baptist designated J ESOS as " the LA~ru of
Gm:" (verses 29, 36). The chapter is full of deeply important
teaching about the Person of CHRIST. In the opening verses He
is called the WORD Who was in the beginning, Who was with GOD
and Who was GOD. He was pre-existent; for" all things were
made by Him." He was a distinct Person in the Godhead; for
He was with GOD. He was Divine; for He was not only with
GOD, He was GOD. This Divine Person became flesh and dwelt
among men, and His people "beheld His glory, the glory as of
the only begotten of the FATHER." John the Baptist bare witness
of Him, and he said concerning Him, "This was He of Whom
I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred before me: for He
was before me" (verse 15). Later, when John saw JESUS coming
unto him, he said, "Behold the LA~ of GOD, Which taketh away
the sin of the world. This is He of Whom I said, After me cometh
a Man Which is preferred before me: for He was before me."
Speaking of the same remarkable Person, John says in a later
verse, "I saw and bare record that this is the SON of GOD" (John
i. 1-34).
Our LORD as Man was born after John the Baptist. Hence John
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spoke of Him as coming after him. As GOD, our LORD was before
all things. Hence John said, He "is preferred before me: for
He was before me." John bare testi.mony to His eternal existence,
to His Divine Sonship, and therefore to His Deity. It is then of
this Divine Person, the only begotten SON of GOD, by Whom all
things were made, that John the Baptist spake when He said,
" Behold the LAMB of GOD." John desired to fix the eyes of men
not on himself, but on CHRIST. "He must increase," John said,
but" I must decrease" (John iii. 30). What an example John
is to ministers of the Gospel! Not their own exaltation, but the
exaltation of the LORD JESUS should be their desire. Not to
attract attention to themselves, but to attract attention to CHRIST
should be their aim. That men should be drawn unto Him should
be their prayer, and the object of their preaching. The LORD
JESUS CHRIST, the crucified, risen and exalted SAVIOUR of His
people, needs ever to be in the foreground. The eyes of the fanlily
of faith need ever to be fixed on Him. To disciples John said,
" Behold the LAMB of Gorc." To the members of GOD'S fanlily
we would say, following his example, " Behold the LAMB of GOD."
1. We need to behold Him as the Divinely chosen LAMB.
The Apostle Peter, addressing those who were " elect according
to the foreknowledge of GOD the FATHER," and who had been
born again according to GOD'S abundant mercy, says that they
were redeemed, " with the precious blood of CHRIST, as of a LAMB
without blenlish and without spot: Who verily was foreordained
before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last
times for you" (1 Peter i. 19, 20). The word" foreordained" is
literally "foreknown," and the teaching is that CHRIST the LAMB
without blemish was foreknown, in the sense of "fixed upon,
chosen," by the FATHER, to be the redeeming LAMB of His people.
Before the foundation of the world the FATHER chose Him to be
the LAMB by Whose blood His people would be redeemed, and
before the foundation of the world the FATHER chose His people
,in CHRIST, and it is they who have redemption through His blood,
the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace"
(Ephes. i. 4, 7).
GOD, therefore, anticipated the Fall of man, and in rich mercy
and grace ere the world was formed, or man was createrl, He fixed
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upon His eternal and well-beloved and only begotten SON to be
the Redeemer of His people. He selected Him, and marked Him
off, as the REDEEMER Whom HE would send forth in the fulness
of time. Abraham said to Isaac, "GOD will provide Himself a lamb
for a burnt offering," and GOD did provide. The ram caught in
a thicket by his horns was Divinely provided, and Abraham
" offered him for a burnt offering in the stead of his son" (Genesis
xxii. 8, 13). So GOD before the world was founded provided a
LAMB to be offered up in the stead of His people.
CHRIST is the LAMB of GOD'S providing and appointing. Neither
is there salvation through any other lamb. Let us behold Him
as the Divinely chosen and appointed SIN-BEARER of His people.
" Not all the blood of beasts
On Jewish altars slain
Could give the guilty conscience peace,
Or wash away the stain.
" But CHRIST, the heavenly LAMB,
Takes all our sins away;
A sacrifice of nobler name
And richer blood than they."
2. We need to behold Him as the spotless LAMB.
He was" a LAMB without blemish and without spot" (1 Peter
i. 19). Of the Passover lamb Moses said, "Your lamb shall be
without blemish" (Exod. xli. 5). That lamb typified CHRIST,
" the LAMB of GOD." "CHRIST our Passover is sacrificed for us"
(1 Cor. v. 7). CHRIST was slain for His people. Their hearts are
sprinkled, so to speak, with His precious blood. They have come
to " JESUS the MEDIATOR of the new Covenant, and to the blood of
sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel" (Heb.
.. ')~d:') .
Xll.

They are under the shelter of "the sprinkling of the blood of
JESUS" (1 Peter i. 2). No condemnation can come upon them,
for CHRIST was condemned in their stead. He, being spotless and
sinless, "offered Himself without spot to GOD." Being Himself
without sin, He could offer Himself for the sins of others. His
Own spotless obedience is put down to the account of His believing
people, and by His sufferings He endured the penalty of sin in their
place. Thus by His obedience they are constituted righteous, and
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by His death they are delivered from the wrath to come. Behold
Him as the spotless LAMB of GOD.
3. We need to behold Him as the meek and patient LAMB of GOD.
IVe read in Isaiah, "He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter,
and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so He openeth not
His mouth" (Isa. liii. 7). The place of the Scripture which the
Ethiopian eunuch was reading aloud in his chariot was this very
verse. "He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; and like a lamb
dumb before his shearer, so opened He not His mouth" (Acts viii.
32). Thus He meekly and patiently bore those sufferings which.
were appointed by His FATHER. "It pleased JEHOVAH to bruise
Him," and He willingly, voluntarily, meekly and patiently gave
His back to the smiters and His cheek to them that plucked off
the hair. "When He was reviled, He reviled not again; when
He suffered, He threatened not; but committed Himself to Him
that judgeth righteously" (1 Peter ii. 23). When Peter drew his
sword in His defence He said, " Put up thy sword into the sheath:
the cup which My FATHER hath given Me, shall I not drink it? "
(John xviii. 11). Yes, He meekly drank to the very dregs the cup
of penal suffering which His FATHER had put into His hand.
" Death and the curse were in our cup:
o CHRIST! 'twas full for Thee!
But Thou hast drained the last dark drop,
'Tis empty now for me;
That bitter cup, love drank it up,
Now blessing's draught for me."
Behold Him as the meek and patient LAMB.
4. We need to behold Him as the sin-bearing LAMB.
He is " the LAMB of GOD that taketh away the sin of the world"
(John i. 29). The blood of the Passover lamb had respect only
to the literal seed of Abraham. The blood of the LAMB of GOD
has respect to all the spiritual seed of Abraham. !' He taketh hold
of the seed of Abraham. Wherefore it behoved Him in all things
to be made like unto His brethren, that He might be a merciful
and faithful HIGH PRIEST in things pertaining to GOD, to make
propitiation for the sins of the people" (Heb. ii. 16, 17). He was
manifested to take away sins, or to bear the penalty of sins. He
bare the sins of Gentiles as well as Jews. They were imputed
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to Him. The FATHER laid the sins of His .people upon Him, and
He bare their penalty, and put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.
" He was numbered with the transgressors; and He bare the sin
of many." He came" to give His life a ransom for many." He
"was once offered to bear the sins of many." "Who His Own
self bare our sins in His Own body on the tree" (Isa. liii. 12; Matt.
xx. 28; Heb. ix. 28; 1 Peter ii. 24). As the LAMB of GOD He
said, " This is My blood of the New Testament, which is shed for
many for the remission of sins" (Matt. xxvi. 28). Think of it,
dear members of GOD'S family, the LAMB of GOD bore your sins
in His Own body on the tree. Behold Him, fix your eyes on Him,
as the sin-bearing LAMB. "It follows," says Professor Smeaton,
" tbat if Christ bore sin, His people do not need to bear it."
" Believing, we rejoice
To see the curse remove;
We bless the LAMB with cheerful voice,
And sing His bleeding love! "

5. Lastly, we need to behold Him as the redeeming LAMB.
His people were not redeemed with silver and gold, "but with
the precious blood of CHRIST, as of a LAMB without blemish and
without spot" (1 Pet. i. 19). He as the LAMB has redeemed them
from the curse of the law, being made a curse for them. He has
redeemed them to GOD. He has redeemed them by His blood
" out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation" (Rev.
v. 9). Worthy indeed is the LAMB. To the LAMB be ascribed all
honour and glory. Behold Him, ye members of the family of GOD,
as the redeeming LAMB, and with Cowper say"Dear dying LAMB, Thy precious blood
Shall never lose its power
Till all the ransomed Church of God
Be saved to sin no more."
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.
" THE last two Sundays my brother has read Mr. Hazelton's sermon
on ' A bruised reed shall He not break, and smoking flax shall he not
quench.' That book of sermons is very good indeed."-Letter from
Burma.
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MlaysilJe i!loteS.
FAITH-HEALING MISSIONS.
A CRITICISM OF MR. HICKSON'S TEACHING.
(Second Article.)
" I am the Lm·d that healeth thee."--ExoD. xv. 26.
IN our previous article on this subject we endeavoured to show
that the Lord has exercised His power in regard to His people(1) In preventing disease from afflicting them.
(2) In healing their diseases, and
(3) In occasionally healing them miraculously_
We also endeavoured to show (4) that normally the Lord's
healing power is exercised slowly and through the use of means
and (5) that miraculous gifts were not permanently bestowed upon
the Church.
We proceed now to criticize the teaching of an address by Mr.
Hickson on "The M inist'T'lJ 0/ Healing in the Church" which
appeared in the January issue of The Healer.
The Healer is a monthly magazine, price 6d., which deals" with
the revival of the gifts of Healing." The January number begins
Vol. xviii. Presumably, therefore, it has now been published for
over seventeen years. Evidently, there must be a considerable
number of people who are influenced by the teaching which is set
forth in its pages in reference to "the revival of gifts of Healing."
We propose to limit our remarks to a kindly criticism of Mr.
Hickson's address. It is well known that Mr. Hickson is prominently identified with the ministry of healing. It is well, therefore,
carefully to compare his. teaching with that of Scripture.
1. First, we would point O1tt that Mr. Hickson's teaching is illogical.
Having shown that our Lord's miracles were a fulfilment of
Isaiah xxxv. 5, 6, he refers to our Lord's words to the two disciples
whom John the Baptist sent to enquire, " Art Thou He that should
come ~" He says our Lord "sent them back with the message,
, Go and tell John again the things ye do hear and see: the blind
receive their sight .. .''' There Mr. Hickson stops. The full
quotation however is, " The blind receive their sight, and the lame
walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised
up, and the poor have the Gospel preached to them" (Matt. xi. 5).

..
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Mr. Hickson says, "If we want to see the Church a living Church
again it must be a healing Church, and we must revive in the
Church this part of our Lord's ministry." But our Lord's ministry
i'Y1cluded the raising of the dead. When Mr. Hickson holds his healing
missions why does he not request the dead to be brought to the
Church as well as those who are suffering from various maladies ~
If our Lord's miraculous ministry is to be revived in the Church
it must IogicaUy include the ministry of raising the dead. Why does
Mr. Hickson stop short here ~ l¥by does he fail to raise the dead ~
What joy he would bring into many a household if he called some
loved one back to life again. If he claims to imitate our Lord in
the wonderful works which He wrought. he should consistently go
the whole length. He should give sight to those who were born
blind, and he should raise the dead.
2. Secondly, Mr. Hickson is inaccurate as to the terms of the
commission which Christ gave to the Church.
He says, "Our Lord not only did this work Himself" (the
miracles of Matt. xi. 5) "but He also trained and taught His
disciples, so that they might be able to continue it. His great
command is gathered up in the comrriission, 'Preach the Gospel,'
, Heal the sick.' This is Christ's clear command to His Church,
and the Church has no authority for dissociating one part of the
,command from the other." We venture to say that Christ gave
no such command to His Church as "Preach the Gospel," "Heal
the sick." Possibly Mr. Hickson bases his teaching on our Lord's
temporary instructions to the twelve apostles as recorded in the
tenth chapter of Matthew's Gospel. There He said, "As ye go,
preach, saying, the kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal the sick,
cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have
received, freely give" (verses 7, 8). That His instructions to the
twelve on this occasion were temporary only is proved from two
considerations. First, they were to confine their ministry to the
lost sheep of the house of Israel. They were expressly forbidden
to go to the Gentiles or to the Samaritans. Secondly, our Lord
for this special and tempora'N} mission told them to " Provide neither
gold, nor silver, nor brass in your purses, nor scrip for your journey,
neither two coats, neither shoes." Later, however, in view of
their more permanent mission He said, "But now, He that hath
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a purse, let him take it, and likewise his scrip" (Matt. x. 5-10 ;
Luke xxii. 35-36). When, however, our Lord was sending the
disciples forth as representing the Church on their permanent mission, He did not include healing the sick in His commission. They
were to "teach all nations," "preach the Gospel to every creature,"
preach "repentance and remission of sins" "among all nations,"
and be witnesses unto Christ " both in Jerusalem, and in all J udea,
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth" (Matt.
xxviii. 19; Mark xvi. 15; Luke xxiv. 47; Acts i. 8). The words
of Mark xvi. 17, 18 are not part of the commission to those whom
Christ sent forth to preach. They are a promise in reference to
those who heard their message and believed. "He that belieueth
and is baptized shall be saved. . .. And these signs shall follow
them that believe." The promise refers to those signs of the truth
of Gospel testimony which were only needed to demonstrate its
truth in the age of the apostles. We do not say, of course, that
the apostles did not exercise miraculous powers in proof of the
truth of their testimony. What we do say is that these were not
part of their commission. That commission was to preach the
Gospel, and that is the permanent commission given by Christ
to His Church. The Apostle Paul wrought miracles, but he did
not regard these things as part of his commission. He claimed
to be "separated unto the Gospel of God," separated from his
birth, that he might preach Christ among the heathen. He claimed
that he was sent to "preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable
riches of Christ" (Rom. i. 1; Gal. i. 15, 16; Ephes. iii. 8). "Christ,"
he says, "sent me not to baptize, but to preach the Gospel"
(1 Cor. i. 17). According to Mr. Hickson the Church has been
making a gigantic mistake. It has dissociated the command to
preach the Gospel from a supposed clear and permanent command
to heal the sick. It needs therefore to repent of this supposed
error, and in future all who are sent forth by the Church either for
ministry a,t home or ministry abroad are to engage in the double
ministry of preaching the Gospel and healing the sick. We think
that Mr. Hickson is in error as to the real terms of Christ's com~
mission to His Church.
3. Thirdly, Mr. Hickson fails to realize that some of the redemptive
blessings which are promised will only be realized in the future state.
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He says, "Christ was the Healer of all disease. He came to
give full and complete redemption to the trinity of man's being.
The redemption of the body is included in the redemption which
He came to bring." It is quite true that the redemption of the
body is included in Christ's redeeming work, but that part of
the blessed results of His work is yet future. The Apostle Paul
says, "And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the
firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves,
waiting for (he adoption, to wit, the redemption of the body" (Rom.
viii. 23). Bishop Moule on the word " redemption" in this verse
says, " The realized adoption will bring this with it, will imply and
involve this. The Brethren of the Incarnate Son of God will not
realize the fulness of their Brotherhood till their bodies shall be
, like the body of His glory' (Phi!. iii. 21)." In other words" the
redemption of our body" will not take place till the resurrection
morning. Then this corruptible body will put on incorruption,
this mortal body will put on immortality, and death will be
swallowed up in victory.
Accordingly, the same apostle exhorts the Ephesian saints to
" grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto
the day of redemption" (Ephes. iv. 30). That day will not come
until the Lord returns. When it is evident that that day is about
to dawn the Lord says to His people that they are to lift up their
heads; for their redemption draweth nigh. (See Luke xxi. 28.)
The very fact that victory over death will not be fully experienced
till the resurrection morning implies that disease will still issue in
the death of men in general. "It is appointed unto men once
to die," and therefore the sickness or disease which produces death
is also our appointed portion. Mr. Hickson says, "His ideal for
us is perfect soundness of body, soul and spirit." We say that
perfect soundness of body is only promised at a time yet future.
At present the body is sown in corruption, in dishonour and in
weakness. At a future day it will be raised in incorruption, in
/Zlory, and in power. (See 1 Cor. xv. 42, 43.)
4. Fourthly, Mr. Hickson contradicts the teaching of Scr?:plure as
to the cause of sickness and suffering.
He says, "sickness and suffering are something contrary to the
will of God." He goes on to say, "We have been taught that
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suflering is God's visitation, and it is difficult to unlearn this. It
is hard for us to get away from such doctrine, because it is, so to
speak, in our bones. It has been believed for generations that
sickness is sent by God. We must try here also to enter into the
mind of Christ. Would He teach a doctrine like that ~ We know
that He never told anyone that their sickness was from God. If
God had given the sickness, why then did Christ take it away ~
... If it is sent by God we should not seek to be free from it."
In reply to all this we venture to say that sickness and suffering
are the result of the Fall, and they are part of the consequences
of sin which God visits upon the fallen children of Adam. God
said to fallen Eve, "In sorrow shalt thou bring forth children."
Why in sorrow ~ Surely because the birth of children would be
attended with extreme pain and suflering. God said to fallen Adam,
" Cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of
it all the days of thy life." Why in sorrow ~ Because during
fallen man's life on earth, hardships, suffering and disease would be
more or less his portion. Will Mr. HicksOll say that death is something contrary to the will of God ~ Surely he must admit that
death is the Divine sentence upon man because of sin. "The
sting of death is sin." "The wages of sin is death."
But death is the result of sickness and suffering. Hence sickness
and suflering are God's visitation, and it would be contrary to the
teaching of Scripture to unlearn this truth. Our Lord taught this
doctrine when He said to the man whom He had healed, "Sin no
more, lest a worse thing come unto thee" (John v. 14). Mr.
Hickson suggests that sickness is from Satan, not from God. It
is true that God may permit Satan to inflict it, but if the man
whom Jesus had healed had sinned again in some special way would
Satan punish him for his sin by visiting him with a worse thing ~
The punishment of sin comes from God. When our Lord predicted
the destruction of Jerusalem, and said that the days would come
upon that city when thine enemies "shall lay thee even with the
ground, and thy children within thee," was He not predicting
Divine judgment on the city and its inhabitants because of the
sins of His ancient people? All the sufferings of that terrible siege
were really Divinely inflicted because of national sin.
When David sinned in numbering the people of Israel, the word
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of the Lord came to Gad, David's seer, saying, " Go and say unto
David, Thus saith the Lord, I offer thee three things: choose thee
one of them, that I may do it unto thee." The prophet came to
David and in the Lord's name offered him seven years of famine,
three months of war or three days' pestilence. David chose the
pestilence. Then it is significantly recorded, "So the Lord sent a
pestilence upon Israel tram the morning even to the time appointed :
and there died at the people from Dan even to Beersheba seventy
thousand men" (2 Sam. xxiv. 11-15). Yet :Mr. Hickson says,
" Sickness and suffering are something contrary to the will of God,"
and that we are wrong in believing that" sickness is sent by God."
It is plainly and unmistakably tanght in Scripture that the sword,
the famine and the pestilence are God's sore judgments which He
visits upon a land because of sin. (See Ezekiel xiv. 13, 21.)
5. Fifthly, Mr. Hiokson condemns the state of mind which is
expressed by the words "it it be Thy will."
He says, "We are coming to-day to Jesus Christ to be free
from our troubles, and we must come as little children. People
of old did not come with their minds entangled with fears, doubts
and questionings, nor did they ask, 'if it be Thy will.' "
Again he says, "I do not pray that the soul shall be saved or
the body healed' if it be Thy will.''' We think this is .dangerous
teaching, and quite contrary to the example of our Lord and to
the teaching of His Word. Are we wrong in praying as our Lord
did, "Nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou wilt" 1 Did He
not teach His disciples to say, "Thy will be done" 1 (Matt. vi.
10; xxvi. 39).
Did He condemn the leper for saying, "Lord, if Thou wilt,
Thou canst make me clean" (Matt. viii. 2). Did He not also teach
that the eternal salvation of the soul is dependent on the will
of God 1 He said, "This is the Father's will Which hath sent
Me, that of all which He hath given Me I should lose nothing,
but should raise it up again at the last day" (John vi. 39).
Moreover, does not the Apostle John expressly teach us that all
prayer should be in submission to the will of God 1 He says, "This
is the confidence that we have in Him, that, it we ask anything
according to His will, He heareth us" (1 John v. 14). The removal
of Paul's thorn in the flesh was evidently not according to the
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Divine will. Manifestly the removal of any illness or deliverance
from any difficulty should only be sought for in submission to the
holy will of God.
6. Sixihly, Mr. Hickson denies that sickness may be a Divine
chastisement.
He says, " We are reminded by those who question our ministry
that, whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth. If in this case reference
is made to sickness, then there are many, and I am amongst them,
whom He does not love, for He has given me health. The chastening of the Lord is bringing out something that is already there,
and is not giving a disease. Let a man be convicted of sin, that is
the chastening of the Lord. There is no beatitude lor sickness.".
In another part of the address he says, " To call sickness the visitation
01 God is the cleverest card the devil 00<: ever played against us."
. . . "God did not give sickness to anyone." (The italics are ours.)
In reply to this teaching we would say that, of course, no one
contends that sickness is the only means by which God chastens
His people. He has many ways of chastening those whom He
loves, and sickness we believe is one of them. If Mr. Hickson is
one of the Lord's children, the Lord will doubtless chasten him
in some way, as He does all His children. (See Heb. xii. 8.) He
may even chasten him with sickness. Health may not always be
his portion. To say that chastening may not take the form of
giving a disease, and that" God did not give sickness to anyone"
seems to us to declare that which is flatly contradictory to the
teaching of Scripture. Take the teaching of the Apostle Paul, for
instance. He says, speaking of those who partook of the Lord's
Supper in an unbecoming manner, " For this came many are weak
and sickly among you, and many sleep. For if we would judge
ourselves, we should not be judged. But when we are judged, we
are chastened 01 the Lord, that we should not be condemned with
the world" (1 Cor. xi. 30--32).
How can Mr. Hickson say, "God did not give sickness to anyone" when Moses was inspired to say, "The Lord shall make the
pestilence cleave unto thee"; "The Lord will smite thee with the
botch of Egypt, and with the emerods, and with the scab, and with
the itch, whereof thou canst not be healed" (Deut. lo..'Viii. 21, 27,
35).1 Does not the Psalmist declare that he was suffering in body
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because God was chastening him? He says, "0 Lord, rebuke me
not in Thy wrath; neither chasten me in Thy hot displeasure.
For thine arrows dwk fast in me, and Thy hand presseth me sore.
There is no soundness in my flesh because of Thine anger,. neither
is there any rest in my bones because of my sin" (Psa. xxxviii. 1-3).
Pestilence, and therefore sickness, is one of God's four sore judgments. It is one of the ways in which God chastens those who
profess to be His people, and as affiiction of this kind is good for
God's children, it proves to be a blessed though trying experience.
" Before I was afHicted I went astray; but now have I kept Thy
word." "It is good for me that I have been afHicted; that I
might learn Thy statutes" (Psa. cxix. 67, 71). As it is clear that
sic1.-ness may be a Divine chastisement it is untrue to say, " There
is no beatitude for sickness." The words of Scripture are, " Blessed
is the man whom Thou ohasteneth, 0 Lord, and teachest him out
of Thy law" (Psa. xciv. 12).
7. Lastly, Mr. Hwkson says that as "a rule this healing is
gradual."
This is a remarkable thing to say after declaring that Christ's
commission is, "Preach the Gospel," "heal the sick." He claims
that the ministry of healing is part of the commission to the Church,
and that as our I,ord engaged in this ministry, so He taught His
disciples to continue it. "Sickness and suffering," he says, "are
something contrary to the will of God. God sent His Son from
heaven to heal them, and what He gave them He wants to give
to us to-day." "If we want to see the Churoh a l,·ving Churoh
again it must be a healing Churoh, and we must revive in the Chu1·oh
this part of our Lord's mini.~try." (Italics ours.) Well, suppose
the Church is a healing Church, and we have revived in the Church
this part of our Lord's ministry, will not the cures performed by
the members of the Church be as immediate and miraculous as
were our Lord's cures? That is what is clearly implied in Mr.
Hickson's claim as to the Church's commission. Yet he says,
"We do not realize health in the body all at once, but we have
to work for it and to fight for it. There are many things to be
cast out before it can come-envy, selfishness, temper, meanness,
and hatred." Had those whom the Lord healed to work for
healing, and to fight for it? Had they first to cast out this or that
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sin 1 Had the servant of the centurion to fulfil all these conditions
ere he could be healed 1 We read that the impotent man was
immediately made whole and took up his bed and walked (John
v. 8, 9). But we do not read that he had to fight and work for
this blessing. The leper without any fighting and working was
immediately and perfectly cleansed.
Mr. Hickson says, "There are many who expect they are to
be healed all at once. It is not that God has not the power to
heal us in a moment of time, but God is limited in us. . . . There
are cases of instantaneous healing, but as a rule this healing is
gradual."
We reply that if Mr. Hickson claims to follow our Lord's example
in the ministry of healing he should follow it in its entirety. Our
Lord healed instantaneously, and if Mr. Hickson claims to exercise
a similar ministry of healing to that of our Lord he, too, should in
every case heal instantaneously. Otherwise his whole contention
falls to the ground. He evidently knows from experience that he
is incapable of doing what our Lord and His apostles did in regard
to the ministry of healing, and while retaining the claim to exercise
the same power he says, "as a rule this healing is gradual." If
so, then he does not do, nor can he do, what our Lord and His
apostles did in the matter of healing.
We think that we have said enough to show that Mr. Hickson
is not a safe guide to follow in the teaching of Scripture.
If it be asked, how can you account for the cures which he is
reported to have been the means of effecting 1 we would reply
that it is well known that there are many forms of disease which
are cured as the result of the effect of the mind on the body.
Moreover, experience shows that newspaper reports of cures are
not always to be relied on.
But the great question is, 'What saith the Scripture 1 If it has
been shown that Mr. Hickson's teaching on the subject of healing
is contrary to the inspired Word of God, then we need to beware
of it. "Prove all things; hold fast that which is good" (1 Thess.
v. 21).
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

(Thomas Houghton).
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WELLSPRINGS,
" And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall beat off/mill
the channel of the river unto the stream of Egypt, and ye shall be
gathered one by one, 0 ye children of Isracl."-IsA. xxvii. 12.

IN one of the late beloved "G. C.'s" much marked Bibles which I
love to handle and look into, he has written over against Hosea xiv.
" a cluster of Covenant I wills and they shaUs," and other passages
are emphasized in the same way, where the Lord in His Divine
Sovereignty is declaring how His people shall be made willing
in the day of His power and salvation. His Covenaut purpose
and determination is to save, call out, redeem and bless, and
that in spite of every hindrance and device of Satan to the contrary.
Look at that great and glorious assertion in Exod. vi. 6-8, " I am
J ehovah "-" I am J ehovah," and between that dual declaration are
wrapped up seven glorious I wills of power and love. "I am the
Lord: I will bring; I will rid; I will redeem; I will take; I will
be; I will bring; I will give; I am the Lord." It tells you and me,
dear grace-taught reader, to our comfort, that when the Lord begins
and undertakes the work of salvation in the heart of a redeemed
sinner, He leaves nothing to chance or the creature. Christ has done
all the mighty work and left nothing to be added to it. He declared
with a loud voice on Calvary, It is finished. And therefore I pray
that the tried and tempest-tossed, and those who are walking in darkness and have no light, and those who lack assurance may get comfort
and encouragement from these words. May much-exercised souls
rest upon the sure word of the Lord, "My people shall be willing in
the day of My power." And then, and not till then, how sweetly
do two wills meet; the once rebel-hearted sinner yields his will to
that of Calvary's Saviour Who demands His Own blood-bought rights.
Many cases occur to the mind where even aged ones are still among
the fearing .and doubting ones who cannot give up, although walking
on in darkness and with the heart sick with long-deferred hope. "Ah,"
exclaimed an aged child of God, to the writer recently, as he told of
his medical man's prediction -that he was likely to far out-reach the
allotted age of man, "If I could but know of my eternal safety, I
don't want to live five minutes longer." And we who walk and talk
with and observe the life of this undoubted man of God, are as sure
of his safety for glory as though he were already there. But he lacks
the assurance and therefore has no joy; yet it makes no difference
to that salvation, wrought out by the God-man on Calvary, nor will
it change the word of his God toward him-" Ye shall be gathered
one by one, 0 house of Israel." Now we well know that our text
may primarily refer to the ingathering of that remnant according to
the election of grace of God's ancient people the Jews. Most beautifully
does it bring out the individual care, love and grace and mercy bestowed
14
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upon each of them. "Esaias also crieth concerning Israel, Though
the number of the children of Israel be as sand of the sea, a remnant
shall be saved" (Rom. ix. 27). And that remnant, through electing,
distinguishing, sovereign, irresistible grace shall be saved. "They
shall be gathered one by one."
How individual, how blessedly specific is the work of God's salvation!
It is addressed to person and character. "Unto you is the word of
this salvation sent." "Unto you which believe He is precious." "You
hath He quickened who were dead in trespasses and sins. "
The Lord of life speaks with sovereignty and power, and each of His
called-out ones is drawn by the irresistible cords of " Everlasting love"
and the bands of a man. There can be no failure with Him, nor foregoing His promise, nor overlooking the least and most insignificant
of His people.
The Royal declaration has gone forth, " Ye shall be My people, and
I will be your God." And He declares His merciful intentions towards
them in further stating how and why all this shall be accomplished, and
how a people who were not a people should " be called the children
of the living God." For" their nobles shall be of themselves and
their governor shall proceed from the midst of them, and I will cause
him to draw near and he shall approach unto Me; for who is this
that engaged his heart to approach unto Me? saith the Lord." It
was the Son of His Love, even Jesus Who thus engaged His heart
to approach unto the Father and stand Bondsman and Meqiator for
His guilty, hell-deserving children, and Whose plea was wholly and
perfectly and altogether victorious and effectual. Countipg upon His
perfectly to be fulfilled work on Calvary, He could say to His Father,
" Of them which Thou gavest Me, I have lost none" (John xviii. 9).
Oh! what rest is here! No contingencies, no haphazard, no ifs,
no peradventures. All the promises that are subsequently fulfilled in
His people's happy and grateful experience are based upon His calling
and enabling grace. All the Divine I wills of Gospel love and blessing
are made over to them, and they are the daily recipients of His wonderful love and mercy in the fulfilment of them. Little-Faith traverses
the wonderful pages of Isaiah and Jeremiah to find what a store of
wealth is laid up for them in the language of the Divine Author Who
knows that in and of themselves they can do nothing, and therefore
declares His purposes of love toward them in " I will" and " They
shall." Dear Joseph Irons well loved this theme and sings exultingly
in his sweet hymn" Amidst the wealth of Bible stores,
And gems the eye of faith explores,
None with such joy and comfort fill
As Jesus' cov'nant shall and will.
Delightful words! the King's decrees!
Which rule all heaven and earth and seas;
All things in time, till time shall end,
Upon His shalls and wills depend.
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Why are not feeble saints destroy'd?
Why are not promises made void,

And sin my utter ruin proved?
His shalls and wills remain unmoved.
The weak become both strong and bold,
While on these words Faith keeps her hold;
Mountains must melt, and waves he still,
Obeying Jesus' shall and will.
These potent words subdu'd my heart,
And made the love of sin departChrist said, • My purpose I'll fulfil,
You shall submit, and reign I will.'
These words a sovereign power conveyed,

Confirmed each promise He had made;
My ifs aud buts I laid aside
Aud now in shalls and will. confide."
And these things are spoken of the poor, weak, impotent ones, the
" ready to perish" ones, the ones who feel utterly lost and who caunot
take a step towards their recovery. Oh! how vain is the teaching
of our modern school of theology! "You must meet God half-way.
You must do your part. God is waiting to do His," and such-like
God-dishonouring utterances, which foster pride in the creature and
rob our God of His glory! But we bless Him that His salvation is
kingly, mighty, complete and worthy of its Divine Author. It comes
where we are, utterly lost and ruined by the Fall. It comes over
every mountain of difficulty. It finds the wandering sheep in the
thicket. It rescues the drowning man. It pulls the vilest siuner out
of the fire. It saved the dying thief. Yes, God's salvation is full
and free for empty, helpless, hell-deserving sinners-those who feel
utterly lost and who know that if they are saved at all it must be
by God alone and in God's Own time and way; and all for the glorifying of His beloved, all-worthy Son. "God so loved the world that
He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish, but have everlasting life."
There is hope for you, poor, weary, heavy-laden sinner. You may
be kept waiting, but waiting at the posts of His doors will not have
been in vain. You will some day hear His words, "Son, daughter,
thy sins are forgiven thee, go in peace."
A well-h."Ilown and gifted writer a few years since tells how a great
and holy minister of the Gospel at the end of his ministry and life
bewailed his want of success and left this eartWy scene fearing all had
been failure. He was not allowed to see the frnits of his labours, but
the Lord of the harvest had His eye upon His dear servant's faithful
testimony, and although he did not live to see its results, the town
in which he had lived and laboured witnessed the wonderful and
marvellous change wrought by irresistible, all-conquering grace, when
the sceptics and infidels, who had oft trembled under the minister's
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faithful words, "came forth to bear hiscoflin on their shoulders to
the tomb."
No, God's servants are not always permitted to see and know the
fruits of their labours, but they labour on, relying upon Him Who
will see to it that the travail of His Own soul is satisfied, and Whose
glory alone is great in the salvation of every redeemed sinner. "Ye
shall be gathered one by one, 0 house of Israel."
In a choice volume of The Sower, of an early date and lent me by
a beloved friend who greatly values it, there is many a sweet story
of grace corresponding with the subject of this paper. There is the
narration of a godly minister who" was called to conduct an open-air
service in the su=er of 1882 in a little village known by the name
of Beauchamp WaIter, near Sudbury, Suffolk.
It was
a Lord's-day evening and he was conducted to a spot
and requested to take his stand there. But seeing this was opposite
a row of cottages, he diffidently begged to be allowed to go further
down the village-" out of the way "-as he said. But the friends
were urgent and not to be prevailed upon to change the spot they
had selected for their evening service. And there, opposite the
cottages, stood the speaker for the evening and gave out for his text,
" He came unto His own and His own received Him not" (John i. 11).
After the service was over, and having adjourned to a friend's house
for some refreshment, a messenger came to the door requesting the
minister to go with him to see his sister. Together they went to the
cottage, and mounting the stairs the minister found in the room to
which he was directed,. a poor young woman reduced to a mere
skeleton. "Well, my young friend," he said, "how long have you
been confined to this room 1" "Seven years," was the reply, " and
have never had anyone come to tell me the things I have wanted to
know till now; but the things you have been stating this evening
have been the means of bringing peace and comfort to my troubled
mind." She then went on to say, "My sins are pardoned, my guilt
gone and now I am not afraid to die," and by reason of the blessedness
felt in her soul, her countenance was bright and shining, and she said,
" Jesus is mine and I am His. Heaven is my home. I shall meet
you there." "It was sweet," says the writer (G. Chatteris) "to converse
with her. ' Thanks to you for coming, sir.' ' No thanks to me, my
friend,' I said, 'for I did not intend to stand where I did.' 'Ab,'
she said, 'the Lord knew where I was and He could speak through'
the window. All the praise is due to His dear Name.' And soon
after this sweet episode the Lord took her to be for ever with Him
in glory."
They shall come! "I will gather you one by one, 0 house of Israel."
There is yet another sweet story of grace in the same volume I
would like briefly to quote from. It is the account of a saint of God,
gathered into the heavenly garner at a ripe age, and tells of how in
her girlhood she was brought up just to attend the village church but
with only a carnal form of religion. At the age of eighteen she was
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engaged in service by a family, and removed to London, living in
Oxford Street and called upon to attend with them at Tottenham
Court Road Chapel, the minister then being the venerable Matthew
Wilks; as she entered the place of worship she despised the aged
servant of God and thought to herself, " I'm sure you will have nothing
to say." The minister delivered his text, then paused, and took a
deliberate survey of his audience, and thus gave his young hearer
ample time to conclude, " Yes, that's just what I thought, you have
nothing to say," and so great was her merriment that she could scarcely
refrain from laughing outright; . when the preacher very solemnly
repeated his text-" Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel
and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken and by wicked hands have
crucified and slain" (Acts ii. 23). These solemn words sank into her
heart. The Spirit of the Lord sealed them home with Almighty
power, and the preacher was able to -show the giddy one how it was
her own sin that nailed Him to the tree. The awful solemnity of this
discovery chased away her foolish thoughts and her laughter was
turned to mourning. As the preacher "reasoned of righteousness,
_temperance and judgment to come," her mind was greatly distressed.
Her sorrow for sin became so intense that it was now as difficult to
restrain her [tears and sobs as at first it was to suppress her ridicule
and laughter. Noticing her grief, the aged minister paused, and
slowly repeated the words-"They that sow in tears shall reap in
joy" (Psa. cxxvi. 5, 6). This solemn divergence doubtless intensified
the feelings of the now contrite one and, so vividly was the dear
Redeemer set forth crucified before her, that like the Galatians she
received the Spirit" not by the works of the law, but by the hearing
of faith; and the Spirit that wounded gave faith to be healed. While
thus gazing upon the Crucified One, she felt the healing power of the
precious blood, of which it was her ever dear delight to speak in all
her following years. She often spoke of dear Newton's hymn as
exactly describing her feelings at that timeU

I saw One banging on the tree

In agonies and blood," &c.
Mary Ann Cottis was spared to a ripe old age, and in her walk
adorned the doctrines of Christ, and fell asleep in Jesus, Oct. 31st, 1885.
Once more, and to return to our text. "Ye shall be gathered one
by one, 0 house of Israel." The late beloved and richly taught servant
of God, J. E. Hazleton, said truly, "There are two opposite errors
into which men fall. Some see only the Jew in these passages, and
others do not see the Jew at all. Now there is plenty of room in this
promise for both Jew and Gentile-two branches of the one Church
of Christ," and to-day in a very especial way the missionaries to the
Jews are telling the wonderful story of grace which is breaking down
the bitter hatred of the sons of Abraham who are being gathered one
by one as the times of the Gentiles are rllnning out. We may rest
assured, may we not, dear readers 1 that King Jesus will have the
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purchase of ilis blood and everyone for whom that blood now speaks,
with Him in glory. By divers ways, through varied paths, they are
brought by their Shepherd-King forH

Jesus draws the chosen race~
By His sweet resistless grace;

Causing them to hear His call,
And before His powers to fall.
When the Lord appears in view,
Old things cease, and all is new;
Love Divine o'er-flows the soul,
Love doth every sin control."

Wonderful, and yet more wonderful throughout eternity, will the
glories of King Jesus be in the eyes of everyone of His blood-bought
ransomed throng whom He presents to His Father as the children
which God had given Him, whilst the redeemed host" of all nations,
and kindreds, and people, and tongues" acclaim, "Salvation to our
God which sitteth upon the throne and unto the Lamb." Meanwhile
He can afford to wait, and we do well to take heed and watch the
movement of ilis hand and listen for the coming of His chariot wheels.
The mystic Babylon is rearing her head once more before her final
overthrow, and then His ancient people shall be gathered. And see
His care and concern for them! "The Lord shall beat off from the
channel of the river unto the stream of Egypt, and ye shall be gathered
one by one, 0 ye children of Israel," gathel'ed as precious fruit -from
a tree; or beaten out as precious grain from an ear of wheat, and-for
ever separated, gathered unto Himself in mercy, " one by one." Such
is the love of God!

R.
THE CHURCH'S DEFINITE WORK.
IT is our duty, however, to maintain that the Church of God, "" a Divine
-institution, is constituted for and by a pilgrim company who are marching through the enemy's country; and, as such, we hold it is her
function to warn men of the approaching judgment of this world,
mther than to tinker with schemes to save it apart from God.
To hear men talk one would think that there were no social evils
prior to the present day. In New 'festament times, there were evils
and abuses just as there are at present. Yet we do not find our Lord
giving any instructions to His apostles to seek party political power in
order to effect His programme. There were the slave trade, hard
masters, cruel judges and Roman imperialism; yet, we find- no countenance in the New Testament for Christians to rebel, or go on strike,
against Roman military aggression. Why 1 Because God's purpose
in this age is to save individuals through the Gospel; and all the energies of His peQple should be concentrated upon the great work of
" accomplishing the number of His elect."-The Bible Call.
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anll Notea of Sermona.

THE VINE AND ITS BRANCHES.
A

'SERMON

PREACHED

ON

LORD'S-DAY

EVENING,

JUNE

20, 1841,

C. PHILPOT, M.A.
" I am the true vine, and My Fathel' is the husbandman. Every branch
in Me that beareth not fruit He taketh away; and every branch that
beareth fruit, He purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit."JOHN xv. 1, 2.
BY THE LATE J.

WHAT a solemn season the evening of that night was when the Lord
of life and glory was delivered into the hands of wicked men! when,
before Judas came to betray Him with a kiss, He opened as it were all
His heart, and told out the secrets of His loving bosom into the ears
of His disciples; when He said to them-" Henceforth I call you not
servants, for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth; but I have
called you friends, for all things that I have heard of My Father, I have
made known unto you."
He was at this solemn season setting before them everything that
could comfort their drooping spirit. "Let not your heart," He saya,
" be troubled; ye believe in God, believe also in Me." And if there
ever was a special season, wherein the Lord, during His abode upon
earth, administered spiritual consolation to those who were eternally
His, we must fix this as the period, of all others, wherein that consolation was administered by Him to their disconsolate souls. .
But we see that the Lord did not merely administer consolation to
them at this trying hour, when He was about to be taken from them
and nailed to the cross, when He was going to leav.e them, and withdraw
from them His bodily presence. He did not confine Himself to topics
of consolation; but He added topics of solemn instruction, and topics
of deep warning. Now this shows to us that, however solemn a season
of Divine consolation a child of God may be favoured with from the
lips of the Most High, the Lord will take care to administer instruction,
reproof, and warning with it. So that the ministration of the Gospel
is not one pure unmixed ministration of consolation; but fully
corresponds with the character that the Holy Ghost has given of the
Scriptures,-that they are" profitable for doctrine" (that is, teaching),
" for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the
man of God maybe perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works."
And this coincides with the character that the Apostle Paul gives of
his own preaching, where he says-" Co=ending ourselves to every
man's conscience in the sight of God." It is, then, a thorough mistake
of what the ministration of the Gospel is, to think that the only Gospel
topics are those of consolation for God's people. That is a shortsighted, misdirected view of what the ministration of the Spirit is.
We find that the Lord, at the very moment when He was pouring
consolation into the hearts of His troubled followers, lays before them
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a fearful warning; "Every branch in Me that beareth not fruit, He
taketh away, and every branch that beareth fruit, He purgeth it, that
it may bring forth more fruit." And if the Lord of life and glory laid
before His followers instruction and warning at trus solemn season,
it evidently proves that it is a part of the ministration of the Spirit to
employ such topics, and so to " rightly divide the Word of Truth," to
"take forth the precious from the vile" and to separate the clean
from the unclean.
.. I am the true vine, and My Father is the husbandman. Every
branch in Me that beareth not fruit He taketh away; and every
branch that beareth fruit, He purgeth it, that it may bring forth
more fruit." Without making any formal divisions of the text, I will,
with God's blessing, endeavour to travel through the topics wruch are
there lodged for the instruction of God's people, so far as the Lord the
Spirit has led me into any acquaintance with them, and so far as He
shall give unto me " a door of utterance" to set forth their meaning
before you.
I. "I am the true vine." It appears from other parts of Scripture,
that there were in tbe land of Judea plants wruch wore the appearance
of the vine, but were of a poisonous, deleterious nature. We have a
striking instance of this in the second book of Kings (iv. 39), where
" one of the sons of the prophets went out into the field to gather herbs,
and found a wild vine, and gathered thereof wild gourds, and shred
them into the pottage," which he did not appear to know were poisonous
and injurious; but those who were better acquainted with the plant
cried out, "There is death in the pot." Here, then, was a plant,
wruch bore a great similarity to the true vine; so great a similarity
as to deceive this son of the prophets. There is much, therefore,
couched in the words, " I am the true vine," as opposed to false vines,
poisonous and deleterious vines. We have an allusion to this in the
Book of Deuteronomy, where we read-" Their vine is of the vine ot
Sodom, and of the fields of Gomorrah; their grapes are grapes of gall,
their clusters are bitter (Deut. xxxii. 32); no doubt alluding to this
poisonous vine, wruch grew in the land of J udea. We find also the
Lord, in Isaiah (v. 2), remonstrating with His people, that He had
" planted a vineyard with the choicest vine," but when" He looked
that it should bring forth grapes, it brought forth wild grapes"; that
is, instead of bringing forth clusters of the true fruit, it brought forth
clusters of such fruit as I have been describing-" the vine of Sodom "
and" grapes of gall." It had, as Jeremiah says (ii. 21), " turned into
the degenerate plant of a strange vine unto Him." There is much
meaning, then, couched in the words, " I am the true vine," implying
that, however near any false christs may approach in appearance to
the Christ of God, yet that He; and He only, is " the true vine," out
of Whom all the living branches grow, and is the only vine which the
right hand of God Himself hath planted.
Now this" true vine" is said to have" branches." And there are
two descriptions of branches, which are said to be in it. One kind is
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in it by profession; another set of branches is in it by reality. We
must not for a moment suppose that those branches which the husbandman" taketh a"ay " were living branches of the true vine, that they
ever had an eternal union with Christ, that they were ever redeemed
by the blood of Christ, or ever came forth out of Christ, as being in
Christ before all worlds; but they were in Him nominally-·in Him
by profession. And the Lord seems to take (as I was observing the
other Lord's Day) this broad basis of their profession, adopts their
own language; and speaks of them, not as they really were in His
heart-searching presence, but as they professed. to be; and thus
frames His language, not according to the reality, but to the appearance
of things. So that there are branches in Christ professedly, that have
a mere nominal union with Him; that claim to belong to Him, and
yet bear no fruit; and as bearing no fruit, the husbandman " taketh
them away," removes them from their standing,. plucks them out of
that position in which they have placed themselves, and casts them
away, that all men may see their shame.
But what are these" fruits" that some branches bear, and others
bear not 1 Before we can describe the state of those branches that
bear not fruit, we must have a little insight into what those fruits are,
the deficiency of which causes the Husbandman to stretch forth His
hand, and to take them away.
These" fruits," then, appear for the most part to be inward fruits ;
and we have a catalogue of some of them in the Epistle to the Galatians
(v. 22), where we read that" the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,"
and so on. It is the absence, then, chiefly of these inward fruits, that
the Husbandman finds in these nominal branches; and the absence
of these fruits causes Him to take these branches away.
1. Now of these fruits, sincerity, uprightness, and integrity of heart
before God is one inward fruit, that the Lord looks to find in the branches
that profess to grow out of this spiritual vine. Where there is no
principle of spiritual uprightness implanted in the soul, there we must
say that the man is radically wrong. I am not speaking here of
worldly uprightness, of natural integrity, of moral honesty, of carnal
sincerity; but I am speaking of a principle of spiritual integrity,
whereby the heart is made right before the Lord, whereby there is
" some good thing" (as the Scripture speaks) " toward the Lord God
of Israel." Now, where this principle of spiritual integrity is absent
in the eyes of the heart-searching God, it demonstrates death in the
branch. But how is a man to know whether he possesses this" fruit"
of spiritual integrity 1 If he possesses it, it will be manifested in his
dealings with God, and it will be manifested in his dealings with man.
He that has a principle of spiritual integrity and uprightness of heart
before God, will come before Him as a God that is not to be mocked,
and will lay open his whole soul before Him as a Jehovah that tries
his reins and searches his heart, that knows every secret movement,
and working of his soul before Him, and the chambers of whose bosom
lie outstretched before His piercing eye. Then he that has spiritual
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integrity will have those feelings which the Psalmist had in the 139th
Psalm, when he said, " Search me, 0 God, and know my heart; try
me, and know my thoughts; and see if there be any wicked way in
me, and lead me in the way everlasting." This spiritual integrity and
uprightness before God is much connected with godly fear; and
therefore I believe that a principle of spiritual uprightness lies at the
root of all true religion so that where that is deficient, life is deficient;
when the soul is wrong there, it is wrong altogether. And as it will be
manifested in our approaches to God, so it will be also manifested in
our intercourse with the family of God, and in our dealings with the
world at large. There will be no taking a high room, when we feel
that the lowest place is too good for us; there will be no endeavouring
to elevate ourselves in the eyes of God's people, when we feel our
heart to be " a nest of unclean birds"; there will be no walking upon
the stilts of another man's experience, nor standing upon some high
doctrinal tower, in one whose heart is really made upright and sincere
before God. He will stand before the children of God in his true
colours, telling them simply what he feels himself to be, and hating not
only hypocrisy, but the appearance of hypocrisy; finding, doubtless,
the workings of it in his carnal mind, but still brought to the apostle's
experience-" The evil that I would not, that I do."
2. Again: Humility, spiritual humility is a fruit that grows only in
the heavenly garden, the garden of the Lord, the planting of His right
hand; and where spiritual humility is deficient in a man, the absence
of that fruit stamps him as but a nominal branch. Pride was man's
ruin; and pride, cursed pride, has so interwoven its roots with the
fibres of man's heart that nothing but the tearing up, the pulling up
of the tree altogether, will ever totally eradicate that cursed principle;
but there is a great difference between the inbeing of pride and the
prevalence of pride. Sin will always dwell in us; but sin will not
reign and rule in a child of God: "Sin shall not have dominion over
you, for ye are not under the law, but under grace." Now, wherever
there is the absence of spiritual humility, there is the absence of
spiritual life. But what makes a man humble 1 It is not gathering
the language of humility from the Word of God, nor from the mouths
of saints; but it springs from having humbling views of one's self,
"from seeing light in God's light," from beholding the purity and
perfection of Him " with Whom we have to do," from having a spiritual
discovery of what sin is, and feeling the burden and weight of guilt
laid upon our consciences, from being led by the Spirit into the chambers
of imagery to see the tracing upon the wall, and so to " abhor ourselves
in dust and ashes" before God.
3. The principle of livil1{J faith is another" fruit," an internal fruit,
the absence of which stamps a man as a nominal branch. He that has
no faith is evidently dead in sin; for the communication of life to his
soul is co-temporaneous, is at the same moment with the implantation
of faith; and faith is raised up in the soul by some manifestation of
God. For faith is the eye of the soul which sees God, the ear of the
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soul which hears the voice of God, and the hand of the soul which
takes hold of those manifestations which are given to it by God Himself.
Therefore, if faith, Divine faith, living faith, spiritual and supernatural
faith be wanting in a man, Divine fruit is wanting, and he is stamped
by the absence of this fruit as a mere dead branch, one that is only
nominally in the living vine. But one shall say, " Are there not dear
children of God who are full of unbelief, who are exercised with many
doubts and fears, who cannot read their interest clear, and who cannot
say, 'My Lord, and my God' 1" Doubtless, there are many living
sonls who have no sweet testimony of their interest in the Beloved, but
still they have faith. Not faith in Jesus, so as to realize their interest
in Him; but they have faith in the perfections of God, they have faith
in the spirituality of God's law, they have faith in the threatenings
which God has pronounced against the ungodly, they have faith in the
authority and certainty of God's Word, and they have faith to believe
that there is no Saviour but Jesus, and that that Saviour must be
revealed with power to their souls. And, therefore, though they have
not the joy of faith, nor the assurance of faith, nor the triumph of
faith, yet still they have the existence and reality of faith, in acting
upon things which are eternal realities, though not of such a nature
as to bring peace and consolation to their hearts. Faith deals with
realities: it is "the evidence of things not seen"; and, therefore,
dealing with realities, it will be according to the realities that it deals
with. It is like a man looking through a glass; the things that he
looks at will be tinted with the colour of the glass. Everything will
wear the aspect which is presented to his eye through the medium
whereby he looks at it. And so faith exercised upon the perfections,
the tremendous attributes, the holiness, the justice, .the majesty, the
glory, the heart-searching presence of Jehovah,-faith viewing God
through that medium receives no consolation, nor any blessed testimony, nor deliverance of the soul from bondage. And yet it views
eternal realities, apprehends eternal realities, and is spiritually affected
by those realities which are brought home by the Spirit to the conSCIence.

4. Again: Hope is a " fruit" of the Spirit; and the absence of hope,
the thorough, complete absence of hope, stamps death upon that
nominal branch in which the absence of all hope is found. But some
will say, " Are not the children of God often plunged into despair 1 "
No, not into despair. They are often very near it, they are on the
borders of it, they go to the very brink of it; the gusts from that
pestiferous land may so blow their blasts upon them, that in their
feelings they shall be in despair; yet no living soul ever set his foot
beyond the brink, no child of God ever stepped beyond the border,
so as to get into the regions of despair. If he got there, he would no
longer be in " the land of the living"; if ever he set his foot over the
border that separates the land of hope from the land of despair, he
would be no longer calling upon the Lord to save his soul from the
lowest hell, but he would be at once overwhelmed by those torrents
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which would sweep him away into endless perdition. Hell is the
place of despair, and the conscience of the reprobate, before they are
cast into those devouring flames; and, therefore, unless you know
what the very feelings of the damned in hell are (which you ean never
be certain you do, however you may think you know them), or unless
you have gone into the very feelings of despair in the conscience of
the reprobate before hell opens its jaws to receive him for ever, however
near you have been to the borders of that dreadful land, you never can
say your foot has crossed the threshold. No; there is a " who can
tell 1 "-a secret support of " the everlasting arms"; there is a band,
a tie, wreathed round the soul by the God of all grace; there is a
golden chain let down by God Himself from the everlasting throne of
mercy and truth, which keeps the soul from ever being drawn into that
whirlpool, going down those tremendous cataracts, and being swallowed
up in the boiling abyss below. There is an invisible arm that preserves
the soul from being swept away by the water-floods; and this secret
help is manifested by a lifting up of the heart oftentimes in prayer, and
the relief sometimes experienced in pouring forth the soul in fervent
cries, upholding all who feel it from being overwhelmed in the torrent
of despair, when the sluices of God's Wrath seem pulled up to hurry it
into eternal misery. And therefore there is no child of God that has
been quickened by the Spirit, but has some degree of hope, which
keeps him from making shipwreck altogether. So that we do not go
too far in saying that the absence of hope altogether stamps death
upon a man.
5. Spirituality and heavenly-mindedness are" fruits" that the Lord
finds,-or, rather that the Lord works, and when He has worked He
finds, in living branches. That is, there is at times a drawing-up, and
a going forth of the soul unto Him from Whom all grace comes. The
things of time and sense are not a living man's true element; and
though he has a nature which is akin to them-aye, a base nature
which, were it permitted, would wallow in the mire as the filthy swine
does in the puddle-yet there is a new nature in him communicated
by the Holy Ghost, which is at home only in heavenly things, and
finds a congeniality only in spiritual things, when the Lord draws it
into exercise, and brings the two together. Then the utter absence of
spirituality-the total want of a nature that can receive, realize, taste,
feel, and handle the things of God, demonstrates a man to be " dead in
trespasses and sins." I know I am drawing a very narroW line here,
because you will say (and there is something in me saying it all the
while), "Think of those poor children of God that are in their first
convictions; think of those who are passing under the rod of God's
law; and do not forget those who are exercised with terrors and fears,
and are cut up in their souls with deep pangs of guilt." Oh, no,
friends! I would not lay the weight of my little finger to harass
them; no, not the weight of a hair of my head; but rather, if the Lord
is pleased, be used as an instrument to lift them up, and not to wound
their tender consciences, nor bring one pang of distress into their
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afflicted minds. But I appeal to you that are in trouble of mind, have
you never anything which feels a communion and a sympathy with
spiritual things 1 Is there no feeling in your soul, nor affection in
your heart, that, could you only enjoy it, could you only have a blessed
manifestation of it, would bring peace to you 1 Then, if the manifestation of God's mercy would bring peace to your soul, you must have a
new nature to receive those manifestations, because they cannot bring
peace except to a man who has a nature to understand them, a nature
to embrace them, and a nature to enjoy them. Therefore say not,
however low you are sinking in.misery, say not there is never at any
time, on any occasion, at any moment, anyone spark of this hidden
life. Do not give the lie to your own feelings altogether: let not the
devil blind you to everything that is passing in your heart; write not
this'" bitter thing" against yourself, that there never has been one
single moment, since the Lord first quickened you into life,--not one
moment when there was a spiritual going up of your soul to the Lord
of life and glory, nor anyone panting of heart after His blessed presence,
nor any "hungering and thirsting after righteousness," nor anyone
desire after the manifestation of His grace and glory. If you say,
" No, I have never experienced one longing after the manifestation of
Christ; I have never poured forth one fervent prayer nor groaning
cry that He would reveal Himself to me; I have never known one
single breathing of heart, nor panting desire to feel Him precious to
my soul,"-say that, and I will say you are dead in sin, or wrapped up
in the grave-clothes of a nominal profession; say that, and I will say,
" Your conscience is seared as with a hot iron." No; I am convinced
from soul feeling, that however deep a man may sink in conviction, yet
there is at the bottom of it all, rising in the midst of that sea of trouble,
a breathing, living, unquenchable principle, which cannot be satisfied
without Christ, which goes forth in longing petitions after Christ,
which hungers after His righteousness, and can only be satisfied with
His favour. And the total absence of that stamps a man as dead in sin.
(To be continued.)

"OPEN THY MOUTH "-" OPEN THINE HAND."
" Freely ye have received., freely give. "-MATTHEW x. 8.

" OPEN thy mouth wide, and I will fill it "-" Open thine hand wide
unto thy brother" (Psa. lxxxi. 10; Deut. xv. 11). The two should
always go together. Asking and expecting the Spirit's guidance, let
us look into each command separately first.
" Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it." These words are preceded
by a threefold clarion not,,: "Hear, 0 My people," etc.; "There
shall no strange god be in thee," etc.; "I am the Lord thy God,"
etc. (verses 8-10). Thus Jehovah is addressing His listening" people" ;
those who will not countenance any" strange god"; those who have
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already heard Him say, "I am the Lord thy God." To them He
adds, " Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it." Yet this is just what
we are powerless to do until He enables us. In fact He must give us
all, the listening ear, the contrite heart, the obedient will, and the
open mouth. We are fain not to hearken to His voice; we are fain
to find and invent new gods at every turn. We are fain to forget
that He, and He only, is really our true God. "The heart is deceitful
above all things," and so desperately wicked that again and again it
turns away from the real God, and again and again it turns to some
horrible false god. Oh! we need much keeping! The more too the
Holy Spirit keeps the flame that He has lighted in our hearts ablaze,
the more we discover the darkness and defilement that dwells there
by nature. Yes! we need much keeping! When the flame is
flickering low we need fresh oil to reinvigorate its light; when the
flame is steadily high we need subduing as well as sustaining grace,
lest either the steady light decline, or we be exalted above measure.
How.shall we best obtain this keeping grace? Surely by obeying
the command, "Open thy mouth wide." It is only as we feed on
the Word of God, read, mark, learn and inwardly digest it, that we
" shall be anointed with fresh oil," and" bring forth fruit" and" be
fat and flourishing" (Psa. xcii. 10-14). It is only as we come to the
Lord for filling that we shall have anything over for others. If we are
not filled we cannot overflow. "Out of the eater came forth meat."
We must verily" eat" God's Word as the prophet Jeremiah expresses
it, if we are ever to give meat to others. Look, too, at the added
promise, "I will fill." That is the assurance of our God. Man~s
promises, even the most important of them, may fail,-His, never!
" Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it," the Lord says. And another
saint of old adds his testimony on the subject in the inspired declaration, "He satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth the hungry soul
with goodness" (Psa. evil. 9). Such is our God. Such is the great,
the loving, the Almighty God with Whom we have to do.
Then follows the sequence. "Open thine hand wide unto thy
brother." It must be so. If" Freely ye have received, freely give."
Since" Freely ye have received, freely give." For there is no " if " in
the case of the believer. We have freely received, therefore we must
freely give. "By their fruits ye shall know them." It ever has been
so and it ever will be. "What God hath joined, let not man put
asunder." He has joined giving and receiving in a twofold sense.
He gave His Son as a Sacrifice for us, that we might receive everlasting
life. Then because we have received His unspeakable Gift, He
commands us to give. He gave that we might receive. We receive
to enable us to give-to give of our all for His glory-self, service,
substance.
Now what is this fruitful giving by which we shall be known? It
is so multifarious that it is difficult to enumerate it. Because it is
so very many sided.
It is influence. What we are in our daily life, in the home, the office,
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the shop. Are we momently so led, so controlled by the Spirit that
our inlluence is a felt influence for righteousness? This is the weekday
aspect. There is also the Sunday aspect. What of our church
influence? Do we there take the stand for right by being a constant
and a punctual worshipper? Do we uphold the good and discountenance the evil, by ·refusing to .sanction or assist Ritualistic tendencies
and Rdmanizing innovations? This last is a wide field of influence.
It is vastly more important than we realize as we wield it week by
week in the sight of neighbours, acquaintances, friends. It stands for
so much in these Godless, infidel days, to be a regular and evangelical
churchgoer. It declares a profession of faith and it challenges the
world for its neglect of God and His worship. Sunday itself is God's
,'ilent call to the ungodly as it unfailingly comes round every seventh
day. Throughout the ages this mute reminder has proclaimed that
He Himself set it aside for hallowed use. Every church or chapel
goer is God's speaki"!} call to them. For the action shows a belief
in Him and attendance to His commands. This is a very real
responsibility for all who profess and call themselves Christians. May
we, if need be, search our hearts in His sight on this solemn subject.
Are we all that we ought to be in these respects?
Then service is fruit. "Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as unto
the Lord." We may be somewhat cut off from active outside work
in the Lord's vineyard, but no child of God is ever placed where there
is nothing that can be done to glorify Him. We can show our love to
our Heavenly Father by working for Him in some way or otherperhaps even best by patient endurance of suffering. For fruit is
self-sacrifice; and daily, hourly, everywhere, there are opportunities
for that.
Giving is also fruit. But though I do not and would not undervalue
almsgiving, I have long felt that what we are-influence; and what
we do-service, are more important in the Lord's sight, than what
we give. The two first cost most! 'Ve need far, far more prayerlulness, watchfulness, patience and self-control-in short, more grace,
I take it-to be and to do what is right, than to give what is right.
The latter is adjusted by our spiritual condition. If the heart and
life are right in our Maker's eyes, the purse will show its right proportions too. When our hearts are trulj filled with love to God for His
redemption mercies, it is not a hard matter to give of our possessions.
We care to give because we love. True, this may mean self-denial.
It was intended that it should do so. As His renewed, redeemed
people, we should be willing to give our all to Him Who gave His all
for us. Ah! if we realize Christ's great redeeming love to us, it calls
forth our love in return-in gift, sacrifice, everything. If we are filled
with the Spirit of God, blood-bought in the past and blood-washed
every present moment; ourselves, our services, and our substance,
will be brought" into captivity . . . to the obedience of Christ."

New Eltham, S.E.9.

ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
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A STRONG HABITATION.

A VERY dear reader of this MAGAZINE, now in her longed-for Home
in Immanuel's Land, was in the habit of reading a Psalm aloud every
evening when I was staying with her. We read verse by verse and
gave each other our special impressions of it after reading. One very
favourite Psalm was the 7lst. We loved the "continually'l which
occurs three times in it and" all the day" which also occurs three
times, also the praise verses. And we often dwelt on " Thou shalt
. . . comfort me on e:very side." Indeed the whole Psalm is so full
of sweet assurances, past, present and future.
My dear aged friend clung to her loving Lord for strength in her
feebleness, and verse 9, " Cast me not off in time of old age; forsake
me not when my strength faileth," she read very pathetically, also
verses 17 and 18, " 0 God, Thou hast taught me from my youth, . . .
Now also, 0 God, forsake me not." She has been" comforted on
every side" for several years now, and I love the verses which rejoiced
our spirits together in this world in the substance of which we shall
again rejoice when we meet in glory. These sweet communions on
earth are just the sips of the full cups of glory, the foretastes of " the
sweet by and bye." "She had passed thro'U!Jh the vale of sorrow
and watered her steps with tears." Very often she had difficulties,
dangers, and many trials, but her face was serene and bright. She
knew how to comfort and now she herself is "comforted on every
side."
One verse in this prayer Psalm appeals to me very strongly. :May
the Holy Spirit Himself direct and illuminate the precious words. Thus
shall we find that they will produce a wondrous calm and staying power.
Verse 3, "Be Thou my strong habitation whereunto I may continually
resort." Habitation, the word indicates a home, a dwelling place.
The prayer is not merely for a house; a house, which may be defective
and fragile in construction, as many houses are sometimes after a
very short sojourn. No, the Psalmist asks not for a building, but for
a Person. "Be Thou my strong habitation." He did not wish for
a home built on sand, liable to fall down any moment; for further on
in the verse he says, "Thou art my rock and my fortress." Ab!
believer, Christ is the Home of His redeemed. They dwell in Him
and He in them.
"On Christ, the loUd rock, I stand;
A.ll other ground is sinking sand,"
We need not wait to enter till the door has been opened; for He Himself is the Door. We need not wait till it is light to go in; for He is
the Light. We need not wait till He is willing to receive, for He Himself is Home and the inhabitants are His peculiar treasure. "I may
continually resort." I may go to Him at any time, in any place,
and abide in Him, not only in difficulty or sorrow or danger. We are
sure, if we are the Lord's redeemed people, to resort to Him then,
but we may resort to Him in time of rejoicing too. He loves to share
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the joy with us. He loves us to tell Rim our joys which are His joys.
" These things have I spoken unto you that my joy might remain in
you and that your joy might be full," full because of His indwelling
JOY·
Again the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, " another Comforter that He
may abide with you. for ever," " He dwelleth with you and shall be
in you." Moreover," If a man love Me, He will keep My words~
and My Father will love him, and We will come unto him and muke
Our abode with him." Thus the believer has the constant indwelling
of the Father, Son, and Spirit. "Because I live ye shall live also.
At that day ye shall know that I am in My Father, and ye in Me and I
in you." Link this verse, dear reader, with" Your life is hid with
Ohrist in God." Thus God Himself, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
is the strong habitation or home whereunto we may continually resort.
The Lord comforts His dear people with the assurance, "Because
thou hast made the Lord which is my refuge, even the most High,
thy habitation; there shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague
come nigh thy dwelling." Thus He " that dwelleth in the secret place
of the Most High," even he "shall ahide under the shadow of the
Almighty." How frequently the word 'abide' occurs in the Holy
Word. Our loving Lord would have His dear children constantly
and calmly resting in Him, not rushing to and fro, in and out, but
abiding under the shadow of His wings, "I sa~ down," not ran about,
but sat down "under His shadow with great delight." Ah! yes,
there is great delight to those who sit down and abide there with Him.
They are abundantly satisfied. Moreover," His fruit was sweet to
my taste." Note it is His fruit, not our fruit. The fruit of our own
choosing or planting or arranging is oftentimes very bitter and sour,
but His fruit is always sweet, sweet to His taste and sweet to ours.
" He brought me to the banqueting house," and in that banqueting
house is every joy for His beloved ones; for" His banner over me
was love," always love.
.
Note the personal tone, dear downcast reader. "I sat down,"
"fruit sweet to my taste," "His banner over me." He knows each
sheep by name. He knows each jewel when He makes up His jewels.
He knows each son and each daughter separately, and the Psalmist
knew this. Notice how the verse is continued, "Thou hast given
commandment to save me." The personal element is strong here.
"To save me." Salvation already assured since Thou my stl'Ong
habitation hast given commandment. He has not been unmindful in
the past. Oh! how lovingly He fits every word to our every need.
How lovingly He quells every fear. How confidently He asserts
salvation actually in possession; for He, the Almighty Lord and
Lover, has already given commandment. Some of my dear readers
will discern how deeply in detail this word" hast" covers salvation,
the planning from all eternity, the Covenant engagement between
Father and Son, the sealing of the Holy Spirit, the intense love that
gave and the intense love that sacrificed Himself, the patient love that
15
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bore, the tender love that guides, watches, and protects "the apple
of His eye," the love of past, present and future. Prodigious volumes
have been written, yet the theme is never exhausted and is ever new.
Child of God, how precious, how very precious, thou art to Him.
What a forcible word this" for" is that follows in the verse, " For
Thou art my rock and my fortress.". "Thou hast given commandment
to save me; fo,' (or we might say because) Thou art my rock and my
fortress." Hidden in Him, dwelling in Him, taking refuge in Him,
is salvation. Notice again the" thou" and" me " which are linked
three times in this verse, always linked, the Lover and the loved.
Always, dear grace-saved reader, we are one with Him and He with
us eternally.
" And we ca.n sing and say,
I am pure, 0 Lord, for Thou art pure,
Thy love and mine are one;

And my robe is white, for Thine is white,
And brighter than the sun. .
rrby mouth and mine can know no moan,
No Dote of ma.n '8 sad worth,

But the everlasting joy alone
Unknown to 80ngs of earth;
And for ever fed on that living tree,
I will sing the song of my love with Thee."
NETTlE.
SERMONETTES FOR STAY-AT-HOME SUNDAYS.
PRAYER.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
" In everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your
requests be made known unto GOd."-PHIL. iv. 6.
" Prayer is the Christian's vital breath,
The Christian's native air."

PRAYER, real prayer, is a sign of spiritual life. A dead soul, an unregenerate sinner does not pray. He may, indeed, repeat a form of
prayer, but this, in his case, is not to pray. The Lord said of the
Pharisees, " This people draweth nigh unto Me with their mouth, and
honoureth Me with theirlips; but their heart is farfrom Me" (Matt. xv.
8). Saul of Tarsus, before his conversion, doubtless said many prayers,
but it was after his conversion that the Lord said of him, " Behold, he
prayeth" (see Acts ix. 10, 11). One well known to the writer of this
sermonette, relates in his autobiography that he was once a sceptic,
but one night, as his subsequent history proved, the Holy Spirit wrought
so powerfully in his heart, convincing him of sin, that he crept out of
bed, and knelt to pray. This was, without a doubt, the beginning of
his spiritual life, and like Saul of Tarsus, he afterwards preached" The
faith which once he destroyed."
It is the" new heart," the new nature in the children of God that
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prays, and even of them it is written: "The Spirit also helpeth our
infirmities, for we know not what we should pray for as we ought, but
the Spirit Himself maketh intercession for us with groanings which
cannot be uttered. And He that searcheth the hearts knoweth what
is the mind of the Spirit, because He maketh intercession for the saints
according to the will of God" (Rom. viii. 26, 27). This surely teaches
us that all real prayer is God-implanted, and so brings down the
blessings which He intends to bestow. A deeply taught man of God
wTote:
U

Prayer was appointed to convey

The blessings God designs to give."
This meets the infidel objection that as God changeth not, pTayer is
useless and unavailing.
All real ChTistians could give instances of answers received to their
prayers, and some of these are very remarkable ones, for" With God
all things are possible." And if some have so far remained unanswered,
they remember the condition, " This is the confidence that we have in
Him that, if we ask anything according to His will, He heareth us ;
and if we know that He hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we
have ihe petitions that we desire of Him " (I John v. 14, 15).
" The Lord heareth the prayer of the righteous" (Prov. xv. 29), and
if the answer seem to be delayed, there is still the consolation that God
answers in His own time and way, and that delays are not always to be
taken as denials, if the request is according to His will. "Men ought
always to pray, and not to faint" (Luke xviii. 1). "Continuing steadfast in prayer" (Rom. xii. 12, R.V.)
"I WILL REPAY."
J OCHEBED must have had her thoughts while she nursed her little
son as if he was a prince and under a name that his parents had not
given him, and then she received, for doing her work of duty and love,
wages at the hand of the princess. She never could have imagined
that money would have come from such a quarter or under such
circumstances. We might wonder if at some time past she had been
robbed or spoiled of what was her due, and that then God made it
up to her. For He is a just God, also to Him belongeth mercy; for
He rendereth to every man aecording to his work. Amongst many
other things concerning His equity and justice amongst men, He said
this to His servant Ezekiel (chap. xxix. 18), "Son of man, Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, caused his army to serve a great service against
Tyrus; every head was made bald, and every shouldeT was peeled:
yet had he no wages, nor his army, for Tyrus, for the service that he
had served against it. Therefore thus saith the Lord God, Behold,
I will give the land of Egyptun to Nebuchadnezzar. King of Babylon ;
and he shall take her multitude, and take her spoil, and take her
prey; and it shall be the wages for his army. I have given him the
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land of Egypt for his labour wherewith he served against it, because
they wrought for Me, saith the Lord God." The just weight and
measure are His. No rich men since or before the days of the Apostle
James have ever defrauded their labourers, and the Lord been deaf
to the complaint of the oppressed, His eye blind to it, even if they
did not complain. Some one ha~ suggested that when the Israelites
spoiled the Egyptians, the amount of the wealth that they got in the
presents thrust upon them, was exactly the due that was theirs for
their work. Nabal might repudiate any obligation to David and his
men, but God rewarded His servant with the goods and the wife of
the churl. We know how the Lord undertook the cause of His hardworking servant Jacob, when he wrought for Laban night and day
for over twenty years. His wages were changed ten times. So he
complained. They were not increased, they were just manipulated,
and it was in spite of the master .that the servant increased exceedingly
and had much cattle. But Jacob had the grace and the comfort in
all his exercises of taking the mercy from his God, and so the blessed
people who have the God of Jacob for their help need not fear that
He will be unmindful, and they need not think that in any particular
whatever He overlooks or is careless of their lot. His" ways are
equal." They shall not want who patiently abide and wait for the
coming of the Lord. His yoke is easy. "One is your Master even
Christ." The Holy Spirit says, "Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily
as unto the Lord, and not unto men, knowing that of the Lord, ye
shall receive the reward; for ye serve the Lord Christ." If we have
too little whether in kind or in kindness the Lord will see that .~he
arrears are made up. If we have too much from man, may we have
still more from Him in wisdom to know what He will have us do with
it. "We brought nothing into the world and it is certain we can
carry nothing out."
We might, if possible, forget ourselves for a while, and consider
Him on Whom our all depends, and for Whose sake we have more
than ever we can thank Him for. "He came unto His own and His
own received Him not. " They denied Him all His due. They forbade
Him common justice. He had in prophesying spoken of it ages
before. He said, " I have laboured in vain, I have spent My strength
for nought and in vain." But if His strength was gone, His faith
was divine and immoveable. He could add, "Yet surely My judgment is with the Lord and My work with My God." So it was when
men were about to do their worst, when in His humiliation, His judgment was taken away, the righteous Servant Who did the work He
was given to do with all His heart, soul and mind, poured out His
confessions to Him Who sent Him. "0 righteous Father, the world
hat.h not known Thee, but I have known Thee, and these have known
that Thou hast sent Me." "He shall see of the travail of His soul,
and shall be satisfied." In the presence, and love and praises of a
multitude which no man can number, and in the glory which the
Father gives, He will receive His righteous reward. It is in this reward
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of His that His loving and longing children hope to share, reckoned
to them of His free kindness, but made sure for ever. They may
labour in mind, body, or estate, at the present time, but it is not in
vain in Him. If they bear one another's burdens as well as their
own, they only do as He said they should, but they may be sure of
this, that whatsoever they spend more, when He comes again, He
will repay.
.
FOLLOWER-ON.

a'lm liloung -jfolks' )page.
GLADNESS.
IT is remarkable how frequently the words glad and gladness occur in
the Scriptures. The word " glad" is used of the chief priests' and
captains to whom Judas Iscariot betrayed the Lord Jesus Christ. We
read " they were glad and covenanted to give him money" (Luke xxii.
5). We read also that" when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceeding
glad" (Luke xxiii. 8). It was in the early morning of that awful day
when our Lord Jesus was crucified. He was being tried before Pilate,
and when mention was made of Galilee, over which Herod ruled,
Pilate sent his Prisoner to Herod, who had been wishing to see Him
for a long time, and was hoping to see some miracle done by Him.
I want to draw your attention, however, to the gladness wrought
in the heart of the believer by the Holy Spirit. The dictionary gives
the meaning of the word glad as pleased: cheerful: bright: giving
pleasure. I have no doubt that the word often describes many of
my young friends, and your loved ones .delight in seeing your bright
smiles, and hearing your happy voices.
I remember a remark being made about a young lady by one who
wa,s thrown into her company, :rod who noticed the pleasure which
her presence gave to her parents-" She is the light of their eyes."
In this particular case, the young lady had been for some years an
earnest follower of the Lord Jesus Christ, and had given her life to
His service as a Missionary to the heathen women of China, amongst
whom she still labours. What made her "the light of their eyes"
was her sweet unselfish nature, showing itself in the gladness with
which she ministered to the needs of others. After the Lord Jesus
had risen from the dead, He appeared in the evening of the day of
Resurrection to His assembled disciples, and fully satisfied them that
it was He Himself Who spoke to them. In telling us about it, John
says, "Then were the disciples glad when they saw the Lord" (John
xx. 20). And oh! how glad is the awakened sinner when he sees the
Lord by faith as his own precious Saviour! Do you, my young
friend, know what this gladness means!
It is said of the early Christians that they" did eat their meat with
gladness," so full were their hearts ?f gratitude to God for His saving
merCIes.

We are exhorted in the himdredth Psalm to " serve the Lord with
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glwlness." Is it not lovely to think that we can serve the Lord in
the ordinary duties of everyday life 1 If we belong to Him let us seek
to " serve the Lord with glwlness," and thus bring sunshine into the
lives of others. In Psalm iv. 7 we read, "Thou hast put gladness
in my heart."
It may sometimes be very difficult to "serve the Lord." In the
Sermon on the Mount the Lord Jesus told His disciples of the persecutions which some of them might have to endure, and of false reports
which would be made of them. Were they to be grieved and depressed
when this took place1 Not. at all. The Lord said that when this
happened they were to "r~joice, and be exceeding glad," for their
reward would be great in heaven. Well may we be glad, my young
Christian readers, and look forward to the time when in full measure
we shall "obtain joy and glwlness, and sorrow and sighing shall
flee away."
E. A. H.
<!torte~pon))ence.

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-In these days of widespread apostasy from the truth
of God it is a mercy to realize that sound godly literature is so much
esteemed by the men of the sea. Many testimonies come telling of
God's blessing resting upon the written word thus scattered far al)d
wide. A missionary writes: "I sincerely thank you for the parcel
of Gospel literature received. It is very good to get the truth in
these days. Just at the time I am unable to work, having been ordered
rest, but I have one coming to take charge of the work after my own
heart." ADother missionary writes: "Some time ago you sent me
a parcel of Christian literature and I was wondering if you can help
me in that way again. I shall send you my very grateful thanks for
same. With Christian greetings." We sent at once a parcel to this
servant of the Lord in connection with his work at a new pert. We
shall value the help of friends of truth.
21, Firfield Street,
Yours sincerely,
Totterdown, Bristol. April, 1925.
R. E. BRIDER.
THE " GOSPEL MAGAZINE " FUND.
The Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
following donations for the Fund:£ s. d.
£ s. d.
Mr. W. J. Tiley
010 0 " An Aged Reader"
Mr. M. Driyer ..
0 4 0
(per Mrs. Jackson) .. 0 2 6
Mr. A. A. Brown
0 4 0 Mr. J. H. Pizey
014 0
Mr. G. Whiteside
0 2 0 "C. W."
0 2 0
"J. W."
20 0 0 " A Constant Reader" 010 0
Miss Ulyett
0 6 0

..
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THE GREAT RECONCILIATION.
2 COR. v. 18-21.
By THE LATE REV. F. PEACOCK, M.A., RD., INCUMBENT OF THE
,CIRCUS CHURCH, PORTSMOUTH.
NOTICE three things in this important paragraph1. THE SINLESSNESS OF CHRIST. He" knew no sin" (verse 21).
Ofl all who ever trod this earth, Christ is the only one of whom
this can be said. "If we say that we have no sin we deceive ourselves
aJ;ld the truth is not in us." There is a mighty difference between us
and Him. He absolutely had no Imowledge of sin as a constituent part
of His nature. Sin never tainted-never soiled Him. He was never
biassed by it. He voluntarily placed Himself under the law of God and
never once transgressed it. He was" obedient up till death." When
He died" He offered Himself without spot to God." We must never
let anything loosen our hold of this doctrine. A sinful Christ could
not have saved Himself, let alone us. Even a Jewish priest would
have rejected a blemished lamb if one had been brought to him for
sacrifice. Is it thinkable that a Holy God could do otherwise 1
2. THE SUBSTITU'rION OF CHRIST is plainly affirmed. "He hath
made Him to be sin for us." This is a deep mystery and commentators
have sometimes been sadly misled in their explanations upon this
passage. That the word "sin" should be read as "sin-offering"
comes perhaps nearest to the truth. Christ was made of God the great
sin-offering of His people. All their iniquities were made to meet on
Him. "His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree." Our
guilt was transferred to Him, the sinless substitute, and "by His
stripes we are healed." It is true that the actual word" substitution"
nowhere occurs in the Bible, but the thing is there-the doctrine is
everywhere prominent. It is a blessed moment in our experience
when, under the teaching of the Holy Ghost, we are able to say, "In my
place condemned He stood, sealed my pardon with His blood, Hallelujah, What a Saviour! "
3. THE SUBSTANTIAL BENEFITS which accrue to all believers,
through the substitution of their sinless Saviour. (1) Their trespasses
are not imputed to them (verse 19). These trespasses have been
numerous and grievous, but not one of them is reckoned or put down
to the account of the believer. (2) They are made the righteousness
of God in Christ (verse 21). What a glorious exchange! Our sins
imputed to Christ; His righteousness imputed to us. In Christ we are
accounted righteous before God. (3) They are reconciled to God (verse
18). It was a costly process. Sin which had produced estrangement
had to be dealt with and put away. This was done at the Cross. There,
sin met with its just deserts, all the claims of Divine justice were fully
discharged and He (the sinless substitute) made peace through the
blood of His Cross. In that way God reconciled us to Himself. Reconciliation is " not a change in our disposition towards God, but a change
in His attitude towards us."
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In Jlltemoriam.
THE LATE MISS E.J. PARKE, OF SEAFORTH.
A NONAGENARIAN READER OF THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE."
MISS E. J. PARKE, of Seaforth, near Liverpool, who had reached the
ripe age of 91, was called Home on February 8th last. Though we
grieve over her absence from the Church militant here on earth, we
rejoice at her entrance into the company of the Church triumphant
in Heaven. Though we never met her, we have on several occasions
received letters from her pen, and have been much cheered by her
warm and. regular support of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE Fund.
In one of her letters she wrote, "The GOSPEL MAGAZINE was first
shO\vn to me when a girl by the Rev. W. Parks, of Openshaw. I am
87 years of age and cannot do much writing, so please excuse all
mistakes."
Her sister, Miss Frances S. Parke, was called Home on February
25th, 1922, at the age of 87. She, too, was a dear child of God. "The
Bible and the GOSPEL MAGAZINE were precious to her."
In a letter dated July 12th, 1923, Miss E. J. Parke wrote: "How I
value the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. What a loss it would be if ","ot kept
. "
gomg.
Her last letter to us referred sympathetically to her suffering
friend, Miss Richards, who resided with her, and added, "The Lord
has been very gracious to me and given me the necessary strength
to carry on. Praise His name."
•
In response to our request, Miss Richards, though in great suffering
herself from sciatica, has written the following deeply interesting and
touching account of our late dear friend. We have a melancholy
pleasure in producing it.
"On Sunday afternoon, February 8th last, suddenly and quite
unexpectedly, another blood-bought child of God was called to her
eternal rest! How many and how devious are the ways people take
to try and gain entrance into Heaven, yet there is only one' Way,'
for the Lord Jesus Christ declared, 'I am the Way, the Truth, and
the Life; no man cometh unto the Father but by Me,' and God Himself said, ' This is My beloved Son, hear ye Him.' The dear Christian
lady, who on the 8th of February last left earth for Heaven, began
her long journey as a child, ever following the true' Way' and being
led by , the Holy Spirit.' and' kept by the power of God,' which was
her favourite text. Her last words were: 'In judgment remember
mercy for Christ's sake.'
" Her name was Elizabeth Jane Parke. She was 91 years of age and
known in Seaforth as ' that wonderful old lady.' Up to the last she
conducted her household and housekeeping and also took family
prayer morning and evening. She wail a faithful tract distributor,
and her personal reading consisted of the Bible, Dr. Hawker's Portions.
and a large hymn book of her mother's, the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, The
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English Ohurchman, and the various tracts she perused ere gIvmg
them where she hoped they would be most suitable. She tried to
comfort those in trouble and would always bid them to 'look to the
Lord.' She subscribed to very many Protestant societies and private
needs, and will be greatly missed. Mi~ Parke waa a strong Conservative, and even at 91 yean oshe went to record her vote. On that last
occasion a gentleman said of her, ' There goes a brave woman.' And
so she was, her pure face bright with colour and snow-white hair.
" Miss Parke and her family were true Calvinists, and derived great
spiritual teaching from the late Rev. William Parks, of Openshaw.
Even at 91 years her eyes would fill with grateful tears when speaking
of his ministry and the happy days when she and her sisters were teaching in his Sunday School. She hated ingratitude, declaring it to be
like ' a bare mountain top which produced nothing.' Indolence and
indifference were also distasteful to her, and to her servants she would
say: 'If you see that anything really wants doing, do it, and do
not want telling. Remember that a Holy God is ever working and
He will not approve of sloth.' A young man who was called in to do
some painting, etc., confided to Mi;s Parke that' he had lost his purse
containing all his earnings at the races,' to which she replied, 'It
serves you right; you should not have been there; at the least you
ought to have given that money into the keeping of your widowed
mother who cares so lovingly for your comfort at home, and I believe
the Lord" has taught you a salutary lesson.'"
When the work was
finished, she followed him into the hall and gave him two poullds to
give to his mother' from the Lord,' and the tears fell from the man's
eyes as he said, , I know not how to thank you, Miss Parke, but I will
never go to the races again.' 'Tell that to the Lord in sincerity every
night, my lad, and He will save you from the evil one who would ruin
you body and soul.'
" Miss Parke was out distributing tracts the day before her Homecall, and no person would have expected her spirit to leave her body
the following day. She looked so rosy of face and so well. The doctor,
when hastily sent ofor on the Sunday afternoon, could hardly believe
that she was out of doors the previous day. ' Doctor, it is pneumonia,
surely!' I said, for I had nursed that before. 'Yes,' he replied,
sorrowfully, 'and little hope.'
" She was very deaf and did not hear us, but, in less than an hour
she heard the Lord's summons."
o THE LATE MR. J. JOHNSTONE PALMER, OF BELFAST.
WE much regret to announce the recent death of Mr. J. Johnstone
Palmer, of Littlehome, Ormiston Park, Belfast. Mr. Palmer had, we
understand, been an invalid for many years. He and his sorro,ving
wife greatly valued the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. We have on several
occasions received letters from them, expressing their warlU appreciation of the MAGAZINE.
0
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On one occasion Mr. Palmer sent us a copy of a small book which
he had written. We give a few extracts to show where he stood in
reference to some great truths. In reference to the Bible he wrote :
"We possess no light revealing the true nature and origin of life's
_problems, nor any real information concerning the future, outside the
pages of that wonderful supernatural book, THE BIBLE. Its pronouncements bid speculation cease. There we have the Divine
estimate of man and all his works. . . . Anything, other than the
teachings of this blessed volume, that professes to illumine the days
ahead is a will-o'-the-wisp. That many such false lights will mark
the end of this age, the unerring Word of God very forcibly declares.
Hence it will, admittedly, prove the highest wisdom to seek the tn1e
light and walk by that alone."
In reference to the Fall he wrote, " Humanity, as a stream polluted
at its springs, is wholly corrupt, and alienated from God."
" Apart from the grace of God and the renewing work of His Holy
Spirit, man's heart is just the same to-day as it has been throughout
the past ages."
In reference to the Divine purpose in this dispensation he wrote :
" God is now taking out of the Gentiles 'a people for His Name.'
This is the distinguishing feature of the present dispensation-the
taking out from among every tribe, nation, and kindred (Rev. v. 9),
the members of Christ's Body, His called-out ones, His Church, His
Bride (see Ephes. i. 22, 23; v. 25-32) , by the foolishness of preaching'
(1 Cor. i. 21).
"These are the aggregate of the' whosoevers ' of John iii. 16, the
, hearers and believers' of John v. 24, those 'given Him' by His
Father, seven times so named in His high priestly prayer of John xvii.
(see verses 2, 6, 9, 11, 12, 24)."
Our tender sympathy goes out to his sorrowing wife and relatives.

1!Jrotfstant

~eaCOll.

THE ANGLO-CATHOLIC ATTACK ON THE CHURCH OF
ENGLAND.
ADDRESS IlY MR. FINCH PERROTT, CHAIRMAN OF THE CHURCH
ASSOCIATION COUNCIL, AT THE SPRING CONFERENCE OF THE CHURCH
ASSOCIATION, HELD AT LIVERPOOL, ON THURSDAY, :MARCH 5TH, 1925.

WE are met at a crucial moment in the history of the Church of
England. Judging by recent events in the Church Assembly, it looks
as if, humauly speaking, the spoils of victory may at last be within
the reach of the Anglo-Romanists. So far as the House of Clergy is
concerned, the position from the Protestant point of view is hopeless.
But there is also the House of Laity, and much will depend upon the
result of the elections about to be held, upon which the Protestant
Churchmen should now be concentrating. I presume that the House
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of Bishops will soon be at work considering the recommendations
of the other two Houses and producing a scheme of their own. From
what we know of the Episcopal Bench, we can hardly take a hopeful
view of the situation.
In looking back on the history of the Church of England from the
rise of the Oxford Movement in 1833, nothing strikes the candid
observer more than the failure of the Bishops as a body to fulfil theit·
consecration vow" with all.£aithful diligence to banish and drive away
all erroneous and strange doctrines contrary to God's Word; and
both privately and openly to call upon and encourage others to the
same."

Even so far back as 1846, the year after John Henry Newman's
secession, the Rev. Hugh McNeile, of St. Jude's in this city, wrote in
the preface to his book, " The Church and the Churches":- .
" In her standards, the Church of England i.s Protestant, emphatically Protestant; but in her present administration-thank God, not
universally-but in a very influential section of her governing body,
she is, to say the least, doubtful; softly expressing one opinion, and
with infatuated inconsistency acting upon another; gently reproving
Tractarianism, and substantially promoting Tractarians. The good
sense of the country is shocked by such proceedings, and whether
our rulers will believe the painful fact or not, it is a fact that the attachment of the lay members of the Church, in unnumbered multitudes
throughout the kingdom, is becoming seriously relaxed; and in those
immediate localities where Tractarianism is encouraged by authority
-in act, though not in word-dissenters from the National Church
are in rapid multiplication. Thus while some of the Tractarians have
themselves dissented into Romanism, the others, who remain and
find favour in the eyes of our rulers, are hurrying the Christian laity
into congregational independency."
If this was so in 1846, the tendency to tolerate, rather than to repress,
what is contrary to God's Word became more marked as the yean,
went by. From 1845 to 1873 the most prominent member of the
episcopal bench was Samuel Wilberforce, successively Bishop of
Oxford and Winchestel, whose cleverness was employed in giving a
stronger foothold in the Church of England to the Tractarians. or
Puseyites, or, as they were now being called, Ritualists. Dean Burgon,
a friendly critic of Wilberforce, writes of him in his" Lives of Twelve
Good Men" :" Wilberforce's leading idea was to promote activity in his diocese.
He welcomed earnestness, as such, wherever he found it; and flattered
himself that he should always be in time to check or to restrain the
men, who, in the meantime, availed themselves of the sanction of
his great name and authority to push forward their own well-meant
(but by no means always judiciou.) crochets. Conscious of his own
powers of government, of his personal influence, of the loyalty and
devotedness of the great bulk of his clergy, Wilberforce often suffered
things to go too far in a direction which, in his inmo~t heart, he entirely
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disallowed." One more remark of Burgon on this subject may be
quoted: "Wilberforce would sometimes adventure the partial allowance of views and practices, against which, on mature reflection, he
must have seen that he would have acted more wisely if he had from
the beginning set his face like a flint."
No one could have nsed stronger language than Wilherforce regarding
some of the Ritualistic developments; his letter to Canon Carter,
of Clewer, on the Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament is a case in
point, and his abhorrence of the Church of Rome was at least equal
to that of the average member of the Church Association. Yet by
the men he selected for preferment, and the treatment he meted out
to Evangelicals, he encouraged in no small measure "the AngloCatholic attack upon the Church of England."
We come to our own day, and pass from Dr. S. Wilberforce direct
to Dr. Winnington Ingram, who was appointed by the late Lord
Salisbury.to the See of London in 1900, the most deadly blow, it seems
to me, inflicted upon the Church of England since the days of the
Reformation. Hitherto the members of the Episcopal bench who had
leanings in the Anglo-Catholic direction had proceeded cautiously,
with some regard for the Protestantism of the nation and the law' of
the land; but his Lordship of London refuses to acknowledge any
authority superior to himself, and boldly champions the cause of the
most thorough-going law-breakers of the Romanizing party, and
advances them to positions of influence throughout the diocese, regardless of the previous traditions of the parish. A flagrant instance in
point was the preferment of the Rev. H. J. Fyne~-Clinton to the living
of St. Magnus-the-Martyr, near London Bridge. This gentleman was
known to be a member of the Catholic League, which" adopts as its
profession of faith the Creed of the Council of Trent" (I quote from
" The Messenger of the Catholic League "). This church is Romish
in everything but in name, and yet the serv;ces have the approval
of the Bishop, who recently consecrated an aumbry for the reserved
host-reserved not merely for the sick, but for purposes of adoration.
And this is merely a sample of what is going on in scores of churches
under the Bishop's jurisdiction, and in many cases the clergy responsible
have been appointed by the Bishop himself.
Apart from the mischievous influence exercised by the Bishop of
London in his own diocese, his example has been injurious to other
Bishops, who have only been too ready to tread in his steps and to
follow him-at a distance. The times are changed even in the diocese
of Liverpool, as everybody knew would be the case when they received
the startling intelligence that Dr. David was to be the successor of
Bishops Ryle and Chavasse. It was a repetition of what had already
happened at Manchester, when Dr. Temple was announced as the
successor of Dr. Knox. Both appointments showed the animus
against Protestant Evangelicalism which exists in high places, or in
some quarter where the influence lies.
It must be confessed that the Cathedral at Liverpool had paved the

The Gospel 'Magazine

227

way for the introduction of ceremonialisrri, which is one of the greatest
drawbacks to the spread of the Gospel at the present time. Liverpool,
I believe, is the only Cathedral which boasts a ceremoniarius, an office
which is suggestive of Rome and Greece. When you have Greek
Archbishops visiting your Cathedral, you, of course, require a functionary of this description to' emphasize the approximation which has
taken place between the Church of England and the Eastern Churches.
It was a little comforting, however, to find that the representative of
the CEcumenical Patriarchate in his reference to, reunion the other
day, admitted that" a long distance still remained ·to be covered."
Perhaps this" distance" was brought home to him in Liverpool,
where Protestantism is yet a power, and might with closer co-operation
and better organization be still mote influential. It is important for
Liverpool Churchpeople, as well as those outride the diocese, to bear
in mind the voting figures on vital issues at the Conference of Clergy
and Laity held here at the end of 1922, and so I bring them before you:
Clergy.-Reservation for Sick, 73 for, 163 against; Alterations in
Canon, 48 for, 141 against.
Laity.-Reservation for Sick, 14 for, III against; Alterations III
Canon, 4 for, about 200 against.
These figures are a bright spot in the general outlook, especially
when they are placed alongside the figures for the Diocese' of
Manchester regarding the same matters about the .same time.
At Manchester there was a majority of 114 clergy and laity against
permitting any alternative forms of Holy Communion; a majority
of 74 'against permitting the use of Mass Vestments; a majority of
141 against Reservation for purposes of Communion; ,and a majority
of 441 against permitting Reservation for any other purpose.
These figures should have their weight when you are discussing
presently" The Need of a Definite and Strong Policy Now." They
remind us where, humanly speaking, our strength lies, and they suggest
how, by God's good providence, we may be able to turn them to good
account. It is very necessary at this juncture that we should utilize
all our forces to the greatest advantage against the Anglo-Catholic
attack.
No more alarming indication of the state of the Church has yet been
given than the vote in the House of Clergy at its last session, when by
a majority of 98 to 74 it was decided that the Feast of Corpus Christi
·should be observed in the Church of England. This Romish festival,
,which only dates from the thirteenth century, is closely associated
'with the doctrine of Transubstantiation, and it ,has been the special
business of the Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament for sixty years
past to encourage its observance in the Church of England without
authority. In 1867 a well-informed writer in the" Union Review"
said of this Confraternity: "It holds its Anniversary Services naturally
on Corpus Christi Day, and its numbers are, year by year, steadily
increasing. . . . To it, we must, in the course of time, look for agitating
the restoration of the Perpetual Presence-at present, unhappily, not
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provided for in our Church laws-and the establishment of a system
of perpetual Adoration of that Presence." Only eighteen years ago
the Royal Commission on Ecclesiastical Disorders recommended that
the observance of Corpus Christi Day should be made to cease at
once, which recommendation has been ignored by the bishops, and
now Romanism has obtained such a hold that a majority in the House
of Clergy has declared in favour of the observance of the day as a
Church of England festival! Is any further proof needed of the
unfaithfulness of the bishops than their conduct in admitting these
disloyal men to the ministry of the Church of England? If the bishops
had been loyal to their trust in selecting men for ordination, things
would not have reached their present pass.
This, then, is the situation which the bishops now have to face,
. and no one will envy them the task which lies before them. We can,
however, pray that even at the eleventh hour they may realize their
responsibilities. As a body they have allowed things to drift, till the
Church has reached its present chaotic condition. Should they now
favour an Alternative Prayer Book, this would only make the confusion
worse confounded. A Church that does not know its own. mind,
and has to speak with two voices in order to keep thiugs together,
cannot be far off dissolution. No Scripture authority can be adduced
for such a course, which to most Churchmen seems to savour of madness.
But the Scriptures do not count for much in ecclesiastical assemblies
in these days! Is there a way out 1
The bishops, happily, have not the final word, nor yet has thc
Assembly; the power of Parliament still remains. The Church
Association has its eye on Parliament, and it will now be concentrating
there, ,vith the help of information it has gathered in connection
with the last two elections. In this work it will look to its Branches
and to individual Protestants throughout the country for all the
assistance they can render. It will also be prepared to comhine ,vith
other Protestant Societies 'to defeat this deadly assault upon the
Church of the Reformation, which is really aimed against the Holy
Scriptures, and therefore against their Divine Author. It may be
hoped that our Nonconformist brethren will realize that this matter
intimately concerns them.
We all need to realize more fully that the battle is the Lord's, and
that it is on behalf of His truth we are fighting. We can then look up
to Him with confidence for the grace and wisdom needed in the conflict,
and for the courage and endurance requisite to hold fast unto the end.
That end, the coming of the Lord, may be nearer than many of us
think, and those are ,vise who in that prospect concentrate not
on cathedrals but on the work to which they-at any rate the clergyare called, to be "Messengers, Watchmen, and Stewards of the Lord;
to teach, and to premonish, to feed and provide for the Lord's family;
to seek for Christ's sheep that are dispersed abroad, and for His children
who are in the midst of this naughty world, that they may be saved
through Christ for ever." -The E'fI{Jlish Churchman.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
IT is hoped that there will be good gatherings at Caxton Hall on
Friday, May 1st, the occasion of the Annual Meetings of the Society,
full particulars of which were given in the advertisement in last month's
MAGAZINE. Although the year has been marked by hea\'y losses,
the goodness of God has been manifested through the year.
A two days' Sale of Work has been arranged for June 20th and
21st in connection with the Derby Road, Croydon Auxiliary, to be
held in the Temperance Hall, Mint Walk.
The opening of the New Home at Tunbridge Wells has been fixed
for Wednesday, May 13th.
The Annual Meeting of the Camberwell Home will (D.V.) be held
on June 4th at the Home, and the South London Sale of Work will
also be held there on June 11th, Miss Hazelton having kindly promised
to open same.

AGNES PREST: A TALE OF QUEEN MARy's R.EIGN. By A. L. M.
Price 2d.; twelve copies 2s. 3d. post free. (Protestant Truth
Society, 3 and 4, St. Paul's Churchyard, London, E.C.4.)
This is a new and revised edition of Agnes Prest, the woman martyr
in the reign of Queen Mary. The Chronicles of Exeter, 1688, declare
that" In the reign of Bloody Mary, the wife of one, Prest, was brought
before Tuberville for denying the real presence in the Mass.· She was
condemned to be burnt, which horrible sentence was carried out at
Southernhay, 15th Augnst, 1557. This deed should never be forgotten by the people of this city."
The historical account of this brave witness for the truth is woven
into story form. Its nine chapters tell of her betrayal, capture, trial
before the bishop, and terrible experiences. They also tell of her steadfastness and courage followed by her martyrdom. It is an excellent
Protestant story well suited for young and old. It is sufficiently
lengthy to be printed in book form and used as a Sunday School prize.
In its present cheap form it deserves to be widely circulated.
THE MYSTERY OF GODLINESS. Pp. 8. Price Id., or lOd. per dozen.
(Church Association, 13 and 14, Buckingham Street, Strand,
London, W.C.2.)
This is a very valuable tract of eight pages. It deals ably with the
Scripture doctrine of the Person of Christ. The heresies of Arius,
Apollinaris, and others are pas.;ed in review, and the decisions of the
first four Councils are given. The miracle of the Virgin Birth is maintained, and the writer expresses his belief in " One Lord Jesus Christ,
Who is ' the Son of Man' and ' the Son of God,' embracing in One
Divine Person the two whole and perfect natures of Godhead and
manhood."
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THE MARK OF THE BEAST. By A. H. Bardieu. Pp. 116. Price
2s. 6d. net. (Protestant Truth Society, 3 and 4, St. Paul's
Churchyard, London, E.C.4.)
The writer of this volume takes the historical view in the interpretation of prophecy. He regards the papacy as the Man of Sin and
considers that "the mystery of iniquity is solved at last" by his
interpretation of the prophetic Scriptures. He claims that "the
power of the papacy existed for 1260 years, and terminated in
A.D.1798." We wonder whether all historical interpreters would agree
with him in this statement. He says that" the full name and title
of the Pope is, the Vicar of the Son of God, in English, and in Latin,
Vicarius Filii Dei." He considers that the numerical value of this
Latin name is 666, "thus proving beyond the shadow of a doubt
that the Pope is indeed the Man of Sin, the Son of perdition" (p. 110).
Futurist interpreters of prophecy whether simple or extreme are
regarded by the author of this volume as " perverse and stubborn "
and" an abomination to the Lord." (p. 100).
He says,." There are a number of forcible and convincing reasons
why the Futurists do not understand the meaning of the prophecies.
It is simply because the Lord has hid these things from the worldly
wise; wise in their own conceit; but He has revealed them unto babes,
the poor in spirit. That is, those who are the children of God, and
joint heirs with Christ." .
" The Futurists have had the same opportunity as others to compare
history with the Scriptttres, and had they asked the Lord to open thei,'
eyes wide, as David did, that they might see wondrous. things in .His
Book, He would have done so. But spiritual pride is as the sin of
Sodom" (p. 100). We think it is a pity that professedly Christian
interpreters of prophecy cannot discuss the prophetic Scriptures in
a more humble and brotherly spirit towards those who conscientiously
differ from them.
THE QUESTION OF THE HOUR. By Rev. E. G. Bowring, M.A., Rector
of Peldon. Pp. 14. Price One Penny. C. J. Thynne & Jarvis
Ltd., Whitefriars Street, London, E.C.4, and Church Association,
14, Buckingham Street, Strand, London, W.C.2.
This is a very excellent, clear and popularly-written booklet, envelope
size, on the question, "Shall we legalize the Mass Vestmenta in our
Protestant Church!" It is most timely and ought to be circulated
in thousands. Order copies at once and enclose in your letters.
WE have received" Is CALVINISM DOOMED!" by the late Professor
A. A. Hodge, D.D. It is a pity that the source of the quotation from
this able writer and teacher is not stated. We find that the quotation
is taken from a volume by Professor A. A. Hodge, entitled, Evangelical
Theology, pp. 137, 138. The booklet is isued at Itd. post free, by the
S.G.U., 98, Camberwell Grove, London, S.E.5.

