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JUlY

THE LORD KNOWETH HOW.
" The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations."

2 PETER ii. 9.
THREE remarkable displays of Divine judgment are referred to
in this chapter. First, there was the judgment on "the angels
that sinned" (verse 4). Secondly, there was the judgment on
" the world of the ungodly" when the flood came and destroyed
them all (verse 5), Thirdly, there was the judgment on "the
cities of Sodom and Gomorrha,'.' which were turned into ashes
(verse 6).
This same chapter, however, also records two great deliverances.
The same GOD Who "spared not the old world" "saved Noah
the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness." He also" delivered
just Lot" from the judgment which fell upon Sodom (verses 5-7),
These two deliverances recorded in Old Testament history lead
the apostle to a very comforting conclusion in regard to all the
family of GOD. If the LORD knew how to save Noah and to deliver
Lot, then it follows that He knows how to deliver the godly in
general out of temptations. The case of Noah and the case of
Lot were recorded for the instruction of the members of the LORD'S
family. They were designed to stimulate patience in trial and to
bring comfort to the tried, as the apostle says, "that we through
patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope" (Rom.
xv. 4).
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If, however, these records of Noah and Lot were mere myths
and fables as many would have us believe, what comfort could we
derive from them 1 We could draw no comforting inferences as
-to the LORD'S dealings with His people from mere fables. We
rejoice, however, to have the testimony of our LORD and of His
apostles to the real truth of the Old Testament history, and hence
we are assured that His delivering mercies to Noah and Lot are
samples of His delivering mercies to His people in all time. He
lmoweth how to deliver. We are sometimes at our wits' end as
to how to extricate ourselves from some difficulty or danger, but
for our comfort it is written, "The LORD knoweth how." Nothing
is too difficult or too hard for Him.
1. First, notice that it is.the godly whom the LORD knoweth how to
dehver.
The godly are His peculiar delight. He taketh pleasure in them
that fear Him. The word" godly" means pimls, dutiful toward
GOD. It describes those who, because they have new hearts and
are under the influence of GoD'S SPIRIT, reverence GOD and His
-Word. Noah was a godly man, whereas those who perished in
the flood were" the world of _the ungodly." Noah was" a just
man," and one who" walked wi~h GOD." He was a man clothed
with the righteousness of a coming REDEEMER. The righteousness
of CHRIST was imputed to him, and the fruits of righteousness were
manifest in his life. He had "found grace in the eyes of the
LORD." Divine grace, wholly unmerited, made him what he was
(Gen. vi. 8, 9). He was a man who possessed GOD-given faith in
GOD, and hence, believing GOD'S Word, he built "an ark to the
saving of his house ... and became heir of the righteousness
which is by faith" (Heb. xi. 7).
Lot, too, was a godly man, a man who -feared GOD, although
there were blemishes in his character. He was a righteous man
whose righteous soul was vexed and troubled from day to day
with the filthy lives of the wicked people of Sodom. It was a sad
mistake that he ever took up his abode amongst them. An eye
to business and worldly gain seerus to have possessed his heart,
and ultimately he lost everything. Still he was one of GOD'S
children, and the LORD did not cast him of!, though He chastized
him. In mercy He sent two angels to deliver him. These two
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cases show that the LORD has a special regard for the godly. Some
of them may, like Lot, allow the world to get into their lives, yet
the LoRD will not utterly forsake them. In spite of their imperfections He delights in them that fear Him, and He knows how to
interpose on their behalf. Let us remember that this blessed
assurance is made concerning the godly, not the ungodly. Are we
amongst the godly ~ If so, the LORD knoweth how to deliver us.
2. Secondly, the LORD knoweth how to deliver the godly though they
rnay be few in number.
Only eight persons were saved in the ark which was prepared
by the LORD'S command, and designed by Him to be the means of
deliverance for those whom He appointed to enter it.
They were a small number as compared with the world of the
ungodly persons who were appointed to death. Yet the LORD
did not despise the few, nor disregard them. He entered into
covenant with Noah for their safety, and gave careful and full
instructions as to the erection of the ark through which they were
to be saved.
So in regard to Lot. Only he and his two daughters were saved.
There were not even ten righteous persons in Sodom. The few
who were saved might have been left to perish with the great
majority, but the LORD singled out Lot and his two daughters,
and sent special messengers to bring them out of the city doomed
to destruction. His eyes of mercy were upon them. He knew
where they lived, and He definitely arranged for their deliverance.
His people to-day are few in number, but He knoweth how to
deliver them. Some of His people may be hidden away in isolated
places, in country villages, or amongst the crowd in great cities,
but He knoweth them that are His. His eyes are upon them.
His ears are open unto their prayers. His arm is long enough and
strong enough to deliver them, and His knowledge and wisdom
are such that He always knoweth how to intervene on their behalf,
and to effect deliverances which seem impossible to our limited
intelligence.
3. Thirdly, the LORD knoweth how to deliver the godly from the
perils of water.
It was from the awful peril of a universal flood of water that the
LORD delivered Noah. Noah was more than a year in the ark,

188

The Gospel Magazine

and exposed to danger, but the LORD remembered him aud
preserved him all through (see Gen. viii. 1). So when Israel came
out of Egypt the waters of the Red Sea were a wall tmto them
on their right hand and on their left, because the LORD'S saving
power was put forth on their behalf. "By faith they passed
through the Red Sea as by dry land; which the Egyptians assaying
to do were drowned" (Heb. xi. 29). It was the LORD Who put
a difference between them. He knew how to deliver His people
and to destroy their enemies.
At the crossing of the Jordan the LORD again wrought on His
people's behalf. The LORD dried up the waters of Jordan as He
dried up the waters of the Red Sea, "That all the people of the
earth might know the hand of the LORD, that it is mighty: that
ye (His people) might fear the LORD your GOD for ever" (Josh.
iv. 23, 24).
When His people are travelling by water He sometimes "commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind, which lifteth up the waves."
The storm rages and His people are in perils of waters. They,
however, "cry unto the LORD in their trouble, and He bringeth
them out of their distresses. He malceth the storm a calm, so that
the waves thereof are still," and" He bringeth them (His people)
unto their desired haven" (Ps. cvii. 23-30).
4. Fm,rthly, the LORD knoweth how to deli'ver the godly out of
perils of fire.
. It was thus He delivered Lot and his two daughters. When
Abraham looked towards Sodom "the smoke of the country went
up as the smoke of a furnace," but" GOD remembered Abraham,
"nd sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow" (Gen. xix. 28, 29).
Daniel's three friends were in great peril when they were cast
into the midst of the burning fiery furnace, but the LORD knew
how to. deliver them. To the astonishment of all who saw them
these men came forth without injury out of the midst of the fire.
Upon their bodies the fire had no power, "nor was an hair of their
head singed, neither were their coats changed, nor the smell of fire
hail passed on them" (Dan. iii. 25-27).
The testimony of the psalmist is, "We went through fire and
through water: but Thou broughtest us out into a wealthy place"
(Ps lxvi. 12).
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1cnoweth how to deliver the godly from all sorts

of trials.
They are not exempt from trials. "Many are the affiictions of
the righteous." The righteous man has trials which are numerous
and varied, but the LORD delivereth him out of them all " (Ps. xxxiv.
19). He delivered Peter from prison, Elijah from famine, Elisha
from a great host, and Paul from more than forty Jews who had
determined that they would neither eat nor drink till they had
killed him. It is the LORD'S gracious habit to deliver His people
and to appear on their behalf. He will never leave them nor
forsake them. He knows their varied circumstances and needs,
and He knows how to deliver them. Rest then, dear children of
GOD, on this blessed assurance, and look to the LORD, and wait
for the GOD of your salvation. The result will be that you will
often be able to say, "0 magnify the LORD with me, and let us
€xalt His name together. I sought the LORD, and He heard me,
and delivered me from all my fears. . .. This poor man cried,
and the LORD heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles"
{Ps. xxxiv. 3-6).
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghton).
Btoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

MINISTERS AND THE STUDY OF THE WORD OF GOD.
"WHAT avails if the ministers of the everlasting Gospel should be
learned, classical seholars, profound philosophers, metaphysicians, and
mathematicians, expert logicians, or adorned with the knowledge of
the politer sciences, if they are unacquainted, or but superficially
acquainted, with the sacred Scriptures 1 These other branches of
literature may amuse and entertain them, may procure them preferment, reputation, respect, and favour; but the knowledge of the Bible
alone can enable them, in such a manner to 'take heed to themselves
and to their doctrine,' as shall issue in the everlasting salvation of their
own souls, and the souls committed to their care." (Thomas Scott's
Force of Truth, pp. 121, 122.)
"SINCE the Bishop of Rome has ceased to be a bishop and has
become a tyrant I fear absolutely none of his decrees, since I know
that neither he nor even a general council has power to establish new
Articles of the Faith."-Luther's Primary Works.
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PRAYER BOOK REVISION.

11. RESERVATION.
"Neither be ye idolators, as were some of them."1 CORlNTHIANS X. 7.
WE propose in this article to warn our readers against another of
the dangers of Prayer Book Revision. Although some of our
readers are Nonconformists, and will not be personally affected by
a revision of the Prayer Book, yet a change in a Romeward direction
of the National Church is a matter which concerns every subject
of the Crown. The legalization of Romish and unscriptural doctrines
and practices can only take place by the sanction of Parliament.
All citizens, therefore, are concerned in the action which may be
taken by their representatives in Parliament. Protestant citizens
especially should use whatever influence they possess to prevent
their representatives in Parliament from voting in favour of a
Prayer Book which concedes to Romanisers the doctrines and
practices which they have illegally introduced into the Church
of England.
One of the most serious changes which it is proposed to permit
in the revised Prayer Book is the permission to practise what is
called" Reservation of the Sacrament." This practice has already
gained a firm foothold in the Church of England, but the law is
against it, and those who practise it are lawbreakers. They have
broken the law so long that now it is proposed to make their
illegalities legal.
The Protestant Dwtionary defines Reservation as "A keeping
back some of the consecrated bread and wine in the Lord's Supper
for the purpose of (1) administering it to the absent, or (2) forming
a supposed local presence of Christ in a Church for adoration."
A consideration of this subject will show that the legalization of
Reservation in the Church of England would be a definite encouragement to the great and heinous sin of idolatry, that sin which
characterized the people of Israel throughout a large part of their
history and brought upon them terrible Divine judgments, and that
sin which so greatly marked the professing Church in medialVal
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t.imes, until God in His mercy brought about the glorious Reformation.
1. First, observe that Reservation 0/ the Sacrament is wholly
unwarranted by Scripture.
The only reason why the Lord's people partake of the Lord's
Supper is because the Lord Jesus Himself instructed them to partake
of bread and wine in remembrance of Him. All that we need to
know about the Lord's Supper is found in Scripture. Any departure
from Scripture teaching on this simple ordinance is dangerous.
Now in the four accounts given in Matthew, Mark, and Luke, and
by the apostle in 1 Corinthians, of the institution of the Lord's
Supper, there is no injunction to reserve the bread and wine for
the sick, the absent, or for any purpose whatsoever. The Lord's
Supper was instituted on the night in which the Lord was betrayed,
the evening before His crucifixion, and He made no arrangement
that part of the bread and wine should be reserved for administration to sick or absent disciples. There were many more disciples
than tbe apostles, who alone were present at the institution of the
Lord's Supper. Some of them may have been sick, but no bread
and wine were reserved for them. The Lord knew when He instituted
the Supper that one of His people would be dying on the very
next day. He knew that He Himself would be literally numbered
with transgressors, that two sinful men would be crucified with
Him, that one of them would, through His grace, be saved at the
eleventh hour, and would shortly afterwards die as the result of
his legs being broken. The Lord could easily have reserved the
bread and wine for the dying thief. He could easily have arranged
that John should administer the elements to that penitent robber
as he hung upon the cross, but he was content to let him die without
either baptism or the Lord's Supper. Obviously neither sacrament
is essential to salvation. Plainly, entrance into Paradise is not
dependent on partaking of the Lord's Supper. Why should
professed ministers of the Gospel be more concerned about administering the sacrament to the sick and dying than was our Lord
Himself 1 Anglo-Catholic clergymen profess that one reason why
they desire Reservation is that they may be able speedily at any
hour of the day to administer the sacrament to the sick or dying.
There is no warrant in Scripture for such a practice.
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2. Secondly, Reservation of the Sacrament 'is associated with
eTroneous views about the Lorits Supper.
One error is that it is rIlXessary that the Lorits Supper should be
taken lasting. There is no warrant in Scripture for this. The fust

Lord's Supper was taken at a meal.
" As they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed, and brake,
and gave to the disciples, and said, Take, eat, tbis is My body"
(Matt. xxvi. 26). This doctrine of fasting Communion accounts
for the great opposition to Evening Communion, although the Lord
instituted the Supper "when the evening was come." Early
communions have become very common, because people might
more readily come fasting to an early communion than to one held
later in the day.
Another error is that the cbief thing wbich a sick or dying person
needs is the Lord's Supper.
There can be no doubt that the Tractarian or Anglo-Catholic
movement has attached undue importance to the Lord's Supper.
Tbis is seen even in the modern arrangements of our Churches.
At one time many Churches were so arranged that the pulpit was
placed in front of the communion table. The preaching of the
Gospel, or the Word of God, was regarded as the cbief business of
a minister. The Apostle Paul said, " Christ sent me not to baptize,
but to preach the Gospel" (1 Cor. i. 17). Tbis does not mean that
he attached no value to baptism, but he felt that the preaching of
the Gospel was bis principal business. Sacraments were to take
a subordinate place.
The Tractarian movement has put the Divine ordinance of
preaching in the background. If you enter a Ritualistic Church
the central object wbich meets the eye is the so-called and
illegnlly-called altar. That piece of furniture is usually elevated
above the rest of the Church, covered with an elaborate and
expensive cloth decorated or (desecrated we should say) with a
cross, vases of flowers and candles. Even a'lectern upon wbich
the Bible rests is not allowed to obstruct the view. That must be
placed in a side position, in order to fix the eye on the so-called
altar. What are called " Celebrations of the Holy Communion," or
" Masses," have been greatly multiplied, all showing the undue importance wbich is attached to the ordinance of the Lord's Supper.
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+l!oreover, the Lord's Supper is pressed upon all who profess to be
Christians whether they are converted or unconverted, especially
if they are sick or dying. It is clearly evident that Ritualistic
clergymen regard it as a passport to heaven, and the means of salvation. One of their manuals says, "If the patient be dying, the
Viaticum (or Holy Eucharist) may be administered even during
delirium, provided there be no risk of irreverence" (Romish Teaching in Ohurch of England Manuals and Magazines, p. 6). This
shows that it is believed that the merely mechanical reception of
the outward sign is spiritually efficacious. All tllls is wholly
contrary to Scripture. Sinners are justified and forgiven by faith
in the blood and righteousness of Christ and not by sacraments.
To encourage the practice of deliberately administering the Lord's
Supper to unconverted persons is clean contrary to the teaclllng
of Scripture. The Lord's Supper is only for the Lord's believing
people. Even in their case it is not right or Scriptural to press
the Lord's Supper upon them in time of sickness. There is always
a grave danger of fixing the mind upon an ordinance of the Lord,
rather than on the Lord of the ordinance.
3. Thirdly, Reservation of the Sacrament is closely associated with
the false doctrine of transubstantiation, or a &uppo&ed change in the
elementlf by priestly C<YMecration.
.
"In the Western Church ... from the ninth century, when
the false doctrine of the 'real' presence (a term, by the way,
wlllch was not used till the sixteenth century) in the elements began·
to gain ground, more and more importance was attached to Reservation, until in 1215, when Pope Innocent III at the Fourth Lateran
Council defined the doctrine of 'Transubstantiation,' a law was
made that the Sacrament must always be reserved in every parish
Church. The custom in England was to hang it in a receptacle
called the 'pyx' over the 'lllgh altar.''' (Reservation: Unscr'iptural, UncatMlic, Unlawful, by W. P. Upton, p. 6.)
The doctrine of Transubstantiation is that the bread and wine
are by priestly consecration changed into the body, blood, soul and
divinity of OUI Lord Jesus Christ. Tllls doctrine, says the Church
of England, "cannot be proved by Holy Writ; but it is repugnant
to the plain words of Scripture, overthroweth the nature of a sacrament, and hath given occasion to many superstitions" (Article
XXVIII).
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This doctrine is, however, substantially taught by Anglo-Catholics,
although they have subscribed to the before-quoted article. On
May 26th, 1922, there appeared in the Churoh Times a Declaration
of Faith drawn up by the English Church Union. This was signed
by a large number of clergymen, including Bishop Gore. In that
Declaration these clergy said (and it was expected that it would
be signed by from three to four thousand clergy) ;" We affirm that, by oonsecration in the Euoharist, the bread and
the wine, being blessed by the life-giving power of the Holy Spirit,
are ohanged and beoome the true Body and the true Blood of Christ,
and as suoh are given to and reoeived by the faithful. We hold, therefore, that Christ thus present is to be adored" (The Churoh Intelligenoer, August, 1922, p. 121).
It will be seen that these clergymen, holding the view that a
change in the elements takes place by consecration, believe "that
Christ thus present is to be adored."
It is this doctrine which leads to the adoration of Christ Who is
supposed to be present in the reserved sacrament. Nay, it goes
farther than that, for if the bread and wine are "ohanged and
beoome the true body and the true blood of Christ," it follows that they
are believed to be and are worshipped as His real body and blood.
In other words, worship is directed to the material objects of
bread and wine, believed by these clergy to have really become
Christ's true body and true blood.
More recently, in the Times of December 29th, 1925, there
appeared a letter from the pen of Lord Shaftesbury, the president
of the English Church Union, in which he said ;" At a meeting of the Council of the English Church Union,
held on Wednesday, November 18th, 1925, it was resolved that
the support of the Union should be given to those clergy of the
Diocese of Birmingham who are contending :"1. That reservation of the Blessed Sacrament is required in
order to communicate the sick and dying at any time.
"2. That reservation of the Blessed Sacrament is required to
give communion to those who are prevented from being able to
receive at the service itself.
"3. That the people should not be prohibited from the oppor.
tunity of devotion before the Blessed Sacrament so reserved.
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"This policy has been decided on in view of the following
considerations :" 1. That the Bishop of Birmingham's directions are avowedly
part of the campaign against the doctrine of a real objective presence
in the Holy Eucharist, a doctrine the legality of which in the Church
of England has not been challenged for more than a generation.
"2. That the present conditions of reservation in the Diocese
()f Birmingham were approved by the late diocesan.
"3. That pending the decision of the Episcopate as a whole in
regard to the mode of reservation, which will be expressed in the
revised Prayer Book, the faithful of one diocese ought not to be
deprived, by the arbitrary will of a single bishop, of devotional
privileges which are enjoyed without molestation by the faithful
of most English dioceses" (Reservation, by W. Prescott Upton,
pp. 3, 4).
Here again we see that reservation is associated with the unscriptural doctrine of a change in the elements by priestly consecration,
i.e., " the doctrine of a real objective presence in the Holy Eucharist."
Reservation, then, is not desired by Anglo-Catholics merely 5n
mder to provide a speedy means of administering the Lord's Supper .
to the sick and dying, but that the people may have the opportunity
()f " devotion before the Blessed Sacrament so reserved"; in other
words, that they may adore the reserved elements in the belief that
they are now the true body wnd the tj'ue blood of Ohr·ist."
To reserve the Sacrament for the sick and dying is itself destitute
()f Scripture warrant, and is associated with erroneous views of
the Lord's Supper, but to reserve it for purposes of adoration is
an encouragement to gross idolatry, and a most serious and unmistakable repudiation of the teaching of our martyred reformers.
It is a complete reversal of the Reformation settlement. It is
the restoration, after more than 300 years, of the very doctrine
against which the martyrs in the reign of Queen Mary laid down
their lives. Such a step by the authorities of the Church of England,
if sanctioned by Parliament, would be a gross act of national sin.
It would be a deliberate turning from light to darkness. It would
be an act of national apostasy from truth, and could not fail sooner
()r later to bring upon the nation Divine judgment.
4. Fourthly, we would point out that reservation was rejected by
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Reformers and is directly Wlurary to the present Prayer Book
and Articles.
In the first Prayer Book of Edward VI a modified form of
reservation was allowed. But when the Reformers had l:>een
brought more fully into the light, reservation in any form was
excluded from the Prayer Book. This marked the second Prayer
Book in 1552, which is substantially the Prayer Book as we now
have it. No reservation is now allowed by the Prayer Book. On
the contrary, one of the rubrics at the end of the co=union service
says, "If any remain of that which was consecrated, it shall not
be carried out of the Church, but the Priest (short for Presbyter)
and such other of the co=unicants as he shall then call unto him,
shall, immediately after the Blessmg, reverrm.tly eat and drink the
same." This is an absolute prohibition of reservation.
The 28th Article of Religion also clearly condemns the practice
of reservation. It says, " The sacrament of the Lord's Supper was
not /yid Christ's ordinance reserved, camed about, lifted up, or worshipped." Unless the Lord's Supper was a sacrament ordained by
Christ there is no authority for its use in the Christian Church.
As an ordinance of Christ we are not warranted to do with it what
He did not enjoin. As He did not enjoin reservation, processions
of the reserved sacrament, elevation of the reserved sacrament,
or the worship thereof, plainly such things have no warrant in His
Word, and the Article of the Church of England therefore condemns
them.
5. Fifthly, the practice of Reser·vation ha~ been frequently condemned
as illegal by the Ecclesiastwal and Judicial Authorities.
In the year 1885 the Upper Houses of both Convocations unanimously resolved that "No reservation of the sacrament for Wfl,Y
purpose is consistrm.t with the rule of the Chu1·ch of England."
Mr. Prescott Upton says, "The arguments for Reservation were
fully considered by Archbishops Temple and Maclagan, who disallowed them, and condemned the practice as illegal in our Church,
May 1st, 1900. It was again examined, and this time judicially
condemned by the Dean of Arches on December 9th, 1906. It
was re-examined and again condemned by the Court of King's
Bench, May 30th, 1920. Yet it is still being maintained more
aggressively than ever by the Ritualists" (Reservation, etc., p. 42).
QU?

,
•

,•
,

-t

•

The Gospel M agazi1te

197

Yet it is this very practice, condemned as illegal ~y the Upper
Houses of Convocation, by two Archbishops, by the Dean of Arches
and by the Court of King's Bench which it is seriously proposed
to legalize in the Revised Prayer Book.
6. Lastly, the pmctioe of Reservation i,s a great incentive to idolatry.
The reservation of the bread and wine in a Church leads on to,
and is designed and intended to lead on to, the adoration and worship
of Christ Who is supposed to be localized in the consecrated elements.
At the annual meeting of the English Church Union held on June
21st, 1900, a declaration was adopted professing belief that:" In the Sacrament of the Lora:s Supper, the Bread and Wine,
through the operation of the Holy Ghost, becorne in and by conseGiation,
according to our Lord's institution, verily and indeed the Body and
Blood of Ohrist, and that Ohrist our Lord, present in the same most
Holy Sacmment of the altar, unde?· the form of Bread and Wine, is
to be worshipped a'l'"d adored, and to declare that we shall abide lnJ all
such teaching and practioe as follow from thts doc~rine" (quoted by
Mr. W. P. Upton, Reservation, etc., p. 8).
Thus, believing that the bread and wine become by consecration
the actual body and blood of Christ, and that He is present in the
elements under the form of bread and wine, they teach that Christ
is to be worshipped and adored as actually and corporally contined in the receptacle in which the reserved elements are placed.
In fact if, as they teach, the bread and wine "become verily and
indeed the body and blood of Christ," then these marvellously
changed elements are worshipped and adored as being Christ
Himself.
Dr. Darwell Stone, the leader of the Anglo-Catholics in the House
of Clergy, says, "They will claim when they are in the presence of
the sacrament they may worship and praise and pray in their
realization that
He Who is hiddml there is their Lord and God. . . .
•
For themselves they know, with a certainty which springs from
the security of their belief, that they must worship our Lord whe're
the Sao1"atnent is reserved with that fulness of adoration whioh they
feel and express tmlJards Him in the Mass. It is again the same
central truth. He Who is in the saorament is the Son of Mary and
the Son of God, Himself the most glorious of the sons of men,
Himself true and eternal God.~to_Whom is due the uttermost of
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all that we can give." (The Eucharistic Sacrifice, pp. 53, 54, quoted
in The Record, March 5th, 1925, p. 156.)
The adoration of Christ in the reserved sacrament is based on
the belief that the bread and wine are Christ's real body and
blood. In that case Dr. Darwell Stone says, "In the adoration
there is no idolatry but rather the worsillp willch is the bounden
duty of a Christian" (quoted by The Record, July 10th, 1924,
p. 458). We say that it is absolutely unscriptural to teach that
the bread and wine become by consecration the body and blood
of Christ, and that therefore Anglo-Catholics are encouraging
idolatry by encouraging their people to worsillp and adore Christ
under the form of bread and wine.
Moreover, we say that the worsillp of Christ under the form of
material tillngs is expressly taught in Scripture to be the sin of
idolatry.
The Second Commandment forbids the making of a graven image.
It also forbids bowing down to and worshipping it. When Aaron
made the golden calf with the golden earrings of the people, they
said of it, "These be thy gods, 0 Israel, willch brought thee up out
of the land of Egypt." The fact that they called the calf their
gods did not make it true. J ehovah Himself had already said,
" I am the Lord thy God, willch have brought thee out of the land
of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt have no other
gods before Me" (Exod. xx. 1-3).
Contrary to the word spoken by God from Sinai, the people said
of the molten calf, " These be thy gods, 0 Israel." They asserted
that their material earrings had become their God, just as AngloCatholics assert that material bread and wine become Christ.
Then the people worshipped their material God, as Anglo-Catholics
worship the bread and wine willch they say have become Christ.
The conduct of the children of Israel was Divinely condemned as
•
sin. It is called IDOLATRY by the Apostle Paul. (See Exod. xxxii.
4,8; and 1 Cor. x. 7 compared with Exod. xxxii. 6.) In like manner
we believe that the adoration and worship of Christ in connection
with the reserved sacrament is idolatry.
No juggling of words can alter the fact that Ritualists make the
consecrated bread and wine to be identical with Christ Himself.
The Rev. Arthur Cocks, late Vicar of St. Bartholomew's, Brighton,
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wrote when resigning that living, " It, as we believe, the sacrament,
whether in the Mass or in tlte Reserved Sacrament, IS OUR LORD, I
eould only eneourage adoration and worship to be paid to it as to
Himselt" (quoted in GoSPEL MAGAZINE, September, 1910, p. 575).
Mr. Cocks here says, " The Sacrament is our Lm·d." 'What does
he mean by the words? He means that the bread and wine are
our Lord Jesus Christ. Yet anyone examining that bread and wine
would at once perceive that they were literally and really material
bread and wine. Consecration had made no change in them.
Yet Mr. Cocks says, " I eould only encourage adoration and t£'orship
to be paid to IT, as to Himself." Plainly the worship of "IT" is
the worship of perishable bread and wine, and therefore idolatry.
This is the doctrine of the Church of Rome. When in 1908 the
Government intervened and prevented the Roman Catholic procession of the Host, the then Roman Catholic Archbishop of
Westminster told a meeting in the Albert Hall that, "IT IS NOT
PERMITTED TO us TO CARRY WITH us OUR DIVINE MASTER" (The
Story at the Congress, p. 58).
At the end of November, 1926, a new Roman Catholic Church
was opened at Pitsmoor, Sheffield. The Roman Catholic Bishop
of Leeds carried the " Host" from the old Church to the new one.
A guard of honour of about 1500 men, all holding torches, escorted
"the Sacred Host." Addressing the congregation in the new
Church the Bishop said that "the Lord at lords had been carried
triumphantly tram one lwme to the other" (English Chu1'chman,
December 2nd, 1926, p. 571).
Thus in the Church of Rome the consecrated wafer is regarded
as Christ Himself. This idolatrolL~ notion is involved in the
proposal to iegalize the reservation of the sacrament in the Church
of England.
The Ritualists say, "It is a real presence. By this we mean
that the bread and wine become our Lord's true body and blood,
and are not merely a figure or symbol of them. A crucifix, for
instance, is a symbol of our Lord's body; but the Holy Sacrament
is the thing itself of whiCh the crucifix is but the figure. It is the very
body which was born at the Virgin Mary, and which hung on the
Cross for our redemption" (Reservation at the Sacrament, a tract
published by the National Church League). Naturally such a
'4
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doctrine leads to idolatry in connection with the reserved sacrament.
The Church of England, in what is called the " Black Rubric"
at the end of the communion service, says, "The sacramental
bread and wine remain still in their very natural substances, and,
therefore may not be adored; (for that were idolatry, to be abhorred
of all faithful Christians;) and the natural body and blood of our
Saviour Christ are in heaven and not here; it being against the
truth of Christ's natural body to be at one time in more places
than one."
Archbishop Cranmer says, "For as His humani'GY, joined to His
Divinity, and exalted to the right hand of His Father, is to be
worshipped of all creatures in heaven, earth, and under the earth:
even so, if in the stead thereof we worship the signs and sacraments,
we commit as great idolatry as ever was, or shall be to the world's
end" (Defence of the tnw and Catholic Doct1'ine of the Sacrament
of the Body and Blood of Christ, by Cmnmer, p. 224).
From such idolatry may the Lord deliver the Church of England.
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Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(Thomas Houghton).
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N.B.-This article was written before the Bishops issued their
new Prayer Book. That book sanctions perpetual Reservation,
and therefore it encourages the great sin of idolatry. It will be an
awful day for England if its Parliament legalizes the Bishops'
book.-ED.]
that is written in the Scriptures is for our instru.ction. What
is promised, commanded, or threatened (unless of a strictly personal
nature), although addressed originally to individuals, belongs to them
only as representatives of classes of men, and is designed for all of
similar character and in similar circumstances."-Dr. C. Hodge on
Rom. iv. 23.
" THE Lord had given me a sincere desire to know the saving doctrine
of the Gospel; and though I was exceedingly ignorant, obstinate,
and prejudiced, yet this desire having, according to His direotion,
led me to the Word of God, and influenoed me to seek His teaching
by prayer, He was faithful to His own promises, and it was an example
of His own words, 'Everyone that asketh reoeiveth, and he that
seeketh find"th.' "-Scott's Force of Truth, p. 105.
" ALL
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lBapetS'.

WELLSPRINGS.
" And above the firmanumt that wo.. over their heads 10as the likeness of
a throne, as the appearance of a sapphire stone: and upon the likeness
of the throne was the likeness as the appearance of a man above upon
it. "-EZEKIEL ·i. 26.
THE book of the Prophet Ezekiel came recently in the order of my daily
reacling, and one could only wait upon the Lord, and beg of Him to
open the blind eyes to discover some of the hidden beauties and mysterious truths which couched beneath in this almost unapproachable
book, so little can one's finite mind grasp or pretend to understand
aught of its meaning.
The Hebrews, we are told, forbid any to read the beginning and
encling of it till he be thirty years of age, because it is so abstruse and
mysterious. Certainly one is impressed with the wonderful visions
and heavy judgments which this prophet was called to witness and
proclaim. His name, Ezekiel, eignifies "the strength of God," and
it was truly in God's strength that Hie dear servant, the prophet,
endured, obeyed, and witnessed so humbly and faithfully. He suffered
the lot of the captives, and he tells how he was with them in Chaldea
by the river Chebar. It was a fit place for the captive's weeping. "By
the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we wept, when we
remembered Zion." There were the willows upon which they hung
their harps, as they poured out their plaints unto God. But it was not
infrequent that the God of compassion made it the place of revelation.
It was by the river that many an cxiled saint and prophet had visions
of God, and as in the Apostle Paul's later day it was proved to be " a
place where prayer was wont to be made." And He can" turn again
our captivity as the streams in the south," for the place that He visits
His exiled ones is made memorable for sweetness, reviving and joy.
Now this was the state of the prophet with the captives, when he says,
" I looked and behold, a whirlwind came out of the north; a great
cloud, and a fire infolcling itself, and a brightness was about it, and out
of the midst thereof as the' colour of amber, out of the midst of the fire."
This was the prelude, the preparation to the ushering in of a glorions
and wonderful vision. And before we proceed further, let us again
remind ourselves of the text which needs our consideration at this
time and seek grace to remember that at all times, where a vision was,
a throne was not far away! "And above the firmament that was
over their heads, was the likeness of a throne, as the appearance of l'
sapphire stone; and upon the likeness of the throne was the likeness
as the appearance of a man ahove it."
" A whirlwind," "fire," "brightness," all indicative of the Divine
Presence and Majesty, and the living creatures moving to and fro at
His bidcling " as a flash of lightning," testifying to His servants they
were to obey and honour Him implicitly. The throne was likewise
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indicative or His Power. We are reminded of a like scripture in Exod,
xxiv. 9, 10, where" then went up Moses, and Aaron, Nadab, and
Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel; and they saw the God of
Israel; and there was under His feet as it were a paved work of a
sapphire stone, and as it were the body of heaven in his clearness."
Sapphire setting forth the loveliness of Heaven's blue, and amber for
clearness and transparency the wonderful love and holiness of God.
Thus far, dear reader, we have endeavoured to enforce the truth of the
setting up of the Throne of God, whilst the prophet under many and
wonderful visions tells us what he saw-and what the Holy Spirit
would have us learn thereby. My thoughts have been led, in reading
these wonderful earlier chapters, to meditate upon the Providence of
God as discovered herein. And when one thinks upon this wonderful
subject as so clearly traced in Holy Writ, is it not our delight to find it
so marvellously brought out in this book of Ezekiel also 1 Yea, it the
rather encourages us to search for it, as we think of the Providential
dealings of Jehovah with Abraham; the providenccs which led up to
the finding of a wife for Isaac; the providences which went before and
met Jacob in all his pilgrimage, and in Joseph before his exaltation;
the providences which watched over and met all the needs of the children of Israel in their days of bondage, in their wilderness wanderings
and in their captivity in Babylon, and in their lives in Canaan. We
think also of the providences in the individual lives of Old and New
Testament saints, which brought them so nigh unto their Divine
Keeper and magnified His honour and glory, Whose mercy is ever
toward His People in Whom is His delight and Whom He will never
forsake. Without multiplying instances, we find here how the Lord
God Omnipotent is at work, carrying out His purposes and bringing
forth silently and slowly if need be His bright designs, and accomplishing His Divine Will. To this, every creature must submit; and
everything subserve. Our lives ofttimes present to us a very tangled
skein, when He crosses all the fair designs we had weaved for ourselves
in our folly and shortsightedness, and when He changes all our purposes
and breaks our will. It is only He that can teach us to learn by slow
degrees how His will is best, and His way perfect.
So we read in the prophet's vision, how there came out of the" whirlwind, a great cloud, and a fire infolding itself, and a brightness." There
also came " out of the midst thereof . . . the likeness of four living
creatlues. And this was their appearance; they had the likeness of a
man. And everyone had four faces and everyone had four wings.
And their feet were straight feet; and the sole of their feet was like
the sole of a calf's foot; and they sparkled like the colour of burnished
brass. And they had the hands of a man under their wings on their
four sides; and they four had their faces and their wings. Their
wings were joined one to another; they turned not when they went:
they went everyone straight forward." And such was their readiness
to do the will and behest of their Creator that these" living creatures
ran and returned as the appearance of a flash of lightning." Now mark
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that the prophet tells how he likewise saw" one wheel upon the earth
by the living creatures," and again, in "their appearance and their
work, was it as it were a wheel in the middle of a wheel."· So we find
" the likeness of a man"; "the hands of a mau " and" a wheel within
a wheel," all setting forth the work of God in Providence! Is it not
beautiful to trace this, and to sit down and think how all these have
been most blessedly and mercifully experienced in our own lives!
Have we not often been brought to see why we were suddenly stopped
in some step we were about to take; why we were deterred in a course
of action when we learned how it would have spelt disaster or trouble,
and how the faithful God had prevented us with the blessiugs of His
goodness! Oh! how we love to join with our fellow-worshippers on
the Eighth Sunday after Trinity when we pray, " 0 God, Whose neverfailing providence ordereth all things both in heaven and earth; we
humbly beseech Thee to put away from us all hurtful things, and to
give us those things which be profitable for us; through Jesus Christ
our Lord."
.
One thinks of the marvellous instances collected by Flavel in his
spiritual work on Divine Providences; as also of the sweet story of
the aged saint who believed that the Lord would be as good as His
promise and be " as a wall of fire round about" her cottage, when
threatened by the invading and marauding army. When the morning
appeared, she saw she was wreathed in by a heavy fall of snow and
drift, and the soldier enemies had passed by without discovering the
dwelling-place. One thinks also of the grain buried under the snow,
and kept in store by their God for the suffering Waldensian fugitives.
Space forbids our multiplying cases, but readers will doubtless recall
for themselves some instances of Divine providences which have
marked their careers and be constrained to bless their Gracious and Allwise God and Father for His tender dealings with them.
" His skill infallible.
His providential grace,
His power and truth that never fail.
Shall order all my ways.
"The fictious power of chamce

And fortwne I defy;
My life's minutest circumstance
Is subject to Hio eye."
May our restless and oft-perturbed spirits and anxious hearts be brought
to rest more in the faithfulness and all-wise dealings of our Covenant
God. May we exhort our hearts to "Fret not"; but to abide
patiently in our lot appointed; nor seek a way of escape until we see
very plainly the open door before us. We can little enter into what
the prophet Ezekiel's mind must have been, when he was so frequently
commissioned to declare such heavy judgments when he was made" a
sign" and as literal clay in the hands of the great Potter. But he
was made to see submissively" the place of God's throne" (xliv. 7), from
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which all the affairs in Providence and grace were directed and controlled. One is struck in reading the tenth chapter of this prophecyto see how the plural verges into the singular, and thereby teaches us'
that there is One above all, controlling, guiding, manipulating and
ruling. The four wheels act as one; the four cherubim are as "the
living creature"; in directing their conduct and commission, Oh!
how blessedly comforting is this truth to us, beloved reader, that He.
Who made the world, holds all things up; decrees and controls; has
His Hand upon the lever of all the great and vast machinery so to
speak; and amid all the chaos wrought by sin, rides on in unhurried
majesty, and is working out the counsel of His own will in spite of
the many devices in man's heart; making even the wrath of man to
praise Him, and behind many "a frowning Providence, He hides a
smiling face."
He may be dwelling just now, dear child of God, in your experience
" in the thick dJi.rkness," you see not a ray of light beyond. You
labour and long for the stars to appear, and the day to dawn, and for
your heart to be assured and cheered that He is there though you perceive Him not. You will not wait in vain, though He seem to delay
long, and your heart is sick; with deferred hope. !\fay faith encourage
you as you SlUg,
U

God's ways are just, His counsels wise,

No darkness can prevent His eyes;
No thought can fly, nor thing can move,
Unknown to Him that sits above.
" He in the tbickest darkness dwells;
Performs His works, the cause conceals;

But though His methods are unknown,
Judgment and truth support His throne.
14:10 beaven, and earth, and air a·Dd seas,
He executes His firm decrees j

And by HiB saints it standB confeBBed
That what He does iB ever best.
11

'Vait, then, my sonl, submissive wait,

Prostrate before HiB awful Beat;
And 'midst the terrors of HiB rod,
Trust in a wise and gracious God."

Amid all that is distressing and diBturbing UB now, and amid the
grievous state of affairs in our Church's history, and amid the utter
unrest in our lives socially, nationally, politically and religiously,
we have still this word to stay and calm us, "There are many
devices in man's heart, but the counsel of the Lord that shall stand." And
if our loved Protestant Church be riven in twain (which may a graciouB
Prayer-hearing God yet avert), and we are called to suffer for conscience
and the truth's sake, there is yet His sworn word to rest our weary,
exercised hearts upon, and to remember that His Church can
never be removed. She is safe on the Rock, and in spite of all the
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storms and waves around her, "the foundation of God standeth sure,
thjs seal, the Lord knoweth them that are His."

·~-.J.',a~ng

"In Time and to eternal nays
'Tis with the righteous well."
He, Who created all trungs for His own pleasure, sUl'ely has the prero"
gative to control and rule over all by His supreme will! And in that
Sovereign will the saints rest satisfied (at all events when they are in
their right mind), that what He wills is best, and that all He does is for
their eternal good and His eternal glory. The footsteps of His
Sovereignty are to be traced in Creation, Providence and Grace, and
blessedly so to all the heirs of prom;se. They would not lift a little
finger to interfere mth His work. They are brought to see how all
the will, the way, and the work of their heavenly Father is perfect, just,
and right. They may and do have their sorrows, trials, losses and
amcieties, but in qillet confidence, however their frail vessel be tossed
and threatened on the billows of life, they know their Father is at the
helm and all must be well. It is not that they are without many a
doubt and fear and foreboding. It is not that they always walk in
the sunsrune. Nay, there is many a darkened cloud, and thorny path.
But little faith is brought to rest in quiet confidence that One is upon
the Throne; one Hand holds the reins of government; and One Will
is supreme; and that He Who sits upon that Throne is seen in the
Apocalyptic vision surrounded by a rainbow. God in Covenant!
God sworn to keep that Covenant mercy for His Son's sake, and Whose
Word shall never pass away. Look up, then, dear child of God. Your"
gaze upward will meet His Eye that is looking down upon you. He is
trunking " thoughts of peace" toward you, and bringing m;ghty trungs
to pass, yes, even for you, though you may" perceive Him not," until
the present darkened cloud withdraw. Rest upon His promises. Still
thyself upon His m;ghty work of salvation, and lean hard upon His
faithfulness. "Wait patiently for Him," and trust Him where you
cannot trace Him!
"If light attend s the course I run,
'Tis He provides those rays:
And 'tis His Hand that hides my sun
If darkness cloud my days."
Meanwrule,
" Oh, may Thy prov idence
Promote our life divine,
And brighter through these miduight shades
May all her graces shine."
" Oh, what rare mercies often lie rud under some dark and affijc.ting
providence," wrote Flem;ng, " even while they are at our hand and are
not seen, from the frowardness of an embittered spirit, that will not
let its own eyes see the advantage of such a case, (like Jacob crying ont
, all these trungs are against me '), but, as if they lid well to be angry
against God, men will quarrel more for His crossing their humour, than
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observe His tenderness for promoting their real good, and cry against
Him because He will not undo them! "
But, oh! may we seek the promised" more grace," to hold us-stiIr
in the Lord, wait patiently for Him, and believe that He in the end will
assuredly show us how all things in His Hand work together for our
good and His eternal glory. Francis Quarles, in his sacred Poems,
A.D. 1630, wrote delightfully upon this sublime subject:11

-

I

As in a clock, one motion doth convey

And carry divers wheels a several way;
Yet altogether, by the great wheel's force,
Direct the- hand unto his proper course;
Even so tbat sacred will, although it use
Means seeming contrary, yet all eonduee
To one effect, and, in a. free consent,

They bring to pass Heaven's high decreed intent."
" One wheel upon the earth! A wheel in the middle of a wheel! The
hands of a man, and as the appearance of a man upon the throne! "

R.
THOM...<\.S SCOTT, THE COMMENTATOR.
ON HIS ENTRANCE INTO THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND.

" As far as I understood such controversies, I was nearly a Socinian
and Pelagian, and wholly an Arminian: yet, to my shame be it spoken,
I sought to obtain admission into the ministry, in a church whose
doctrines are diametrically opposed to all the three; without once.
concerning myseH about those barriers which the wisdom of our
forefathers has placed around her, purposely to prevent the intrusion
01 such dangerous heretics as I then was. . . .
" Thus with a heart full of pride and wickedness; my life polluted
with many unrepented, unlorsaken sins; without one cry for mercy,
one prayer for direction or aS8istance, or a blessing upon what I was
about to do; after having concealed my real sentiments under the
mask of general expressions; after having subscribed articles directly
contrary to what I believed; and after having blasphemously
declared, in the presence of God and of the congregation, in the most
solemn manner, sealing it with the Lord's Supper, that I judged myself
to be 'inwardly moved by the Holy Ghost to take that office upon
me '; (not knowing or believing that there was a Holy Ghost;) on
Sept. the 20th, 1772, I was ordained a deacon.
" For ever blessed be the God of all longsuffering and mercy, Who
had patience with such a rebel and blasphemer; such an irreverent
trifler with His majesty; and such a presumptuous intruder into His
sacred ministry! I never think of this daring wickedness without
being filled with amazement that I am out of hell; without admiring
that gracious God, Who permitted such an atrocious sinner to live,
yea, to serve Him, and with acceptance, I trust, to call Him, Father;
and as His minister to speak in His name."-(Scott's Force of Truth,
pp. 16-18.)
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,SmnOllf.l anll N OWl of ,Sermons.
THE LIVING REDEEMER.
A

SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE
HON. A.c'lD RIGHT REV. SAMUEL WALDEGRAVE, D.D., LORD BISHOP
OF CARLISLE.

" For I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that He shall stand at the
latter day upon the em·th: and though after my skin worms destroy
this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God: Wh01n I shall see.for myselJ, and mine eyes shall behold, and not anothe'I"" though. my reins be
consumed within me. "-JOB xix. 25-27.

IF, brethren, no other proof were found that the Old Testament saints
looked for more than transitory promises, this wondrous passage would
alone decide the question.
For mark the range of the patriarch's faith. Overleaping the more
than fifteen centuries, which were yet to run their course, before the
incarnation of the Eternal Word, he contemplates with hallowed joy
that first advent of the Mighty Deliverer: "I know," he exclaims,
" that my Redeemer liveth, and that He shall stand at the latter day
upon the earth."
But this is not enough for Job. He knows, and he looks for more.
Faith takes further flight, and passes onward to that second coming
of the Lord, at which" all that are in the graves shall hear His voice,
and shall come forth." For note his words :-" And though after my
skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God."
The glorious event, my brethren, which we commemorate to-day,
consummated the first of these the patriarch's anticipations: it thereby gave pledge for the fulfilment of the second :-" Now is Christ risen
from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept."
It cannot therefore be amiss, if, in prayerful submission to the written
Word, we examine carefully the passage, in which these anticipations
are recorded. No portion of Scripture, I am well persuaded, more
certainly demands, none more abundantly repays, accurate and
laborious investigation.
But let me, before I proceed to take my text clause by clause, direct
your thoughts for a few moments to that one word" Redeemer; "for it is, in very deed, the golden key to this vast treasure-house of
peace and joy.
The term "Redeemer" hath, in the Old Testament Scriptures, a
personal and an official signification. Personally, it signifieth a " near'
kinsman" :-thus was Boaz the near kinsman, the "redeemer" of
Ruth, the Moabitess. Officially, it denotes an " avenger,"-one who,
being a near kinsman, is bound (as the original implies), if his brother
have been sold into bondage, to ransom him from captivity,-if he
have forfeited his possessions, to re-purchase for him the inheritance
of his fathers,-if he have perished by the hand of t,he murderer, to take
vengeance for the shedding of his blood. I will not tarry to prove
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this; you will find it abundantly set forth in the twenty-fifth chapter
of Leviticus, and in the thirty-fifth chapter of Numbers.
But this I would have you pause to consider well: that" spiritual
Redeemer is just what Job needed, and what we need.
~ By original guilt and actual transgression, his soul and our souls have
been brought into fearful bondage. For it is written :-" Cursed is
every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the
book of the law to do them."
.
.
By original guilt and actual transgression, his everlasting inheritance,
and our everlasting inheritance, has been hopelessly forfeited. For
it is written again :-" All have sinned, and come short of the glory of
God."
Nor had he, nor have we, power to deliver our souls from going down
to the pit--much less have we power to raise them up to the throne of
glory. For once more do we read :-" By the deeds of the law there
shall no flesh be justified in His sight."
Brethren, this attainder of our persons, this forfeiture of our inheritance, this utter helplessness of ourselves to deliver ourselves, is a fundamental verity,-I may almost say the fundament...1 verity, of the
Christian faith: is it a verity which has been brought home to our
consciences by the power of the Holy Ghost ~
If not, I would pray that He might graciously convince you of sin,that He might graciously discover to you your corruption, your guilt,
your ruin: for, believe me, when I add this,-that without such
discovery, you can neither adequately appreciate, nor rightfully appropriate, the unspeakable comfort which is contained in my text. "He
hath filled the hungry soul with good things ;" but" the rich He hath
sent empty away."
But are you hungry ~ Is there with you real, deep meauing in the
words-" We have erred, and strayed from Thy ways like lost sheepwe have left undone those things which we ought to have done; and
we have done those things which we ought not to have done; and there
is no health in us "? In short, do you know - in the intense Scriptural
sense of the word" know,"-that you need a Redeemer? Then draw
near with faith, and take this exceeding great and precious passage to
your comfort, as I open to you its riches clause by clause.
And, first, ponder well these words-" I know that my Redeemer

•
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/.iveth. "

It is as though the patriarch would say,-" I know that in light
which no man can approach unto, there dwells One, Who is even now
bound by the obligations of an immutable Covenant, to become my
kinsman-to ransom my person-to recover mine inheritance,-to
avenge my quarrel. Ycs: He liveth with God; for' in the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.'
And yet, though He liveth with God, and though He is God, yet is His
heart with worms of earth; for hearken to His Own words :-' Before
the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth: while
as yet He had not made the earth, nor the fields, nor the highest part
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of the dust of the world. When He prepared the heavens, I was there;
when He set a compass upon the face of the depth; when He established the clouds above: when He strengthened the fountains of the
deep: when He gave to the sea His decree, that the waters should not
pass His commandment: when He appointed the foundations of the
earth: then I was by Him, as one brought up with Him; and I was
daily His delight, rejoicing always before Him; rejoicing in the habitable
part of His earth; and My delights were with the sons of men.'
Blessed testimony this, my brethren, to the fact that the Lord Jesus
is equal to the task of redemption. Blessed testimony this, to the fact
that, having undertaken that task, He will assuredly carry it on to
completion.
He is equal to the task; for He is Jehovah, the first and the lastthe Almighty.
He will assuredly carry it on to completion. The goings forth of His
love have been from of old- from everlasting; He is " the Lamb slain
from the foundation of the world"; the" Lamb without blemish and
without spot: Who verily was fore-ordained before the foundation of
the world"; and having loved His people thus far, will He now turn
back 1 Hearken to His Own most gracious words :-" Fear not; for
thou shalt not be ashamed: neither be thou confounded; for thou
shalt not be put to shame: for thou shalt forget the shame of thy
youth, and shalt not remember the reproach of thy widowhood any
more. For thy Maker is thine husband; the Lord of Hosts is His
Name; and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel; the God of the
whole earth shall He be called."
But I pass on to the second clause.-" I know that my Redeemer
liveth, and that He shall stand at the latter day upon the earth."
I would here remind you that" the latter day," and" the last days,"
are prophetic terms for the day of the Gospel economy. Accordingly,
the Apostle Paul, in his Epistle to thE\ Hebrews, thus writes :-" God,
Who, at sundry times and in divers manners, spake in time past unto
the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by
His Son, Whom He hath appointed heir of all things, by Whom also
He made the worlds."
It is therefore as though Job would say,-" Well nigh seventeen
hundred years have to elapse, Moses and the prophets have to testifYI
but still, in the fulness of time, shall my Redeemer be made manifest
upon earth. He shall become my kinsman, my brother, bone of my
bone, flesh of my flesh." For is it not written,-" Forasmuch then as
the children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself likewise
took part of the same; that through death He might destroy him that
had the power of death, that is, the devil." "As my kinsman He
shall ransom my soul from guilt, from condemnation, from the pit."
For is it not written again,-'" Christ hath redeemed us from the curse
of the law, being made a curse for us; for it is written, Cursed is every
oue that hangeth on a tree." "As my kinsman He shall recover for
me an inheritance more glorious far than that from which Adam by
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transgression fell,-an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for me." For once more is it
written, that this" is now made manifest by the appearing of our
Saviour Jesus Christ, Who hath abolished death, and hath brought life
and immortality to light through the Gospel." "As my kinsman, He
shall avenge my every quarrel, and preserve me unto His heavenly
kingdom." For yet again do we read,-" Who shall separate us from
the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? For I am persuaded, that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other
creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord."
Beloved, the Redeemer has stood upon the earth: the Redeemer
has accomplished His work.
What meant those last, those dying words, which fell from the lips
of Emmanuel,-" It is finished"? They meant that the very last
mite of the ransom-price was paid. They were as though He cried to
every broken-hearted and contrite one :-" I have blotted out, as a
thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins: return unto
Me; for I have redeemed thee."
And what meant that wondrous event which we celebrate each
returning Easter? What meant the resurrection of the Lord Jesus?
It meant that the ransom-price was accepted; it meant that nought
now remained for the bond-slave, the exile, but to enter upon the
blessed freedom of the children of God,-to return to the many mansions of the Father's house. It was as though the Father, speaking
first to the Redeemer, and then to the redeemed, did say,-" As for
thee also, by the blood of Thy Covenant I have sent forth thy prisoners
out of the pit wherein is no water. Turn you to the stronghold, ye
prisoners of hope :. even to-day do I declare that I will render double
unto thee."
Well then hath the Church of Christ from the beginning kept holy
the first day of the week. Did the full accomplishment of Creation
demand grateful and perpetual commemoration? Much more shall
the final, the everlasting achievement of redemption vindicate to itself
a continual, an exulting remembrance. Of every first day of the
week shall that word be true :-" This is the day which the Lord hath
made, which the Lord hath exalted to honoUl", which the Lord hath
hallowed and blessed,-we will rejoice and be glad in it " ;-but how
much more of that one Lord's day, on which we are now met together!
" Sing, 0 ye heavens; for the Lord hath done it: shout, ye lower
parts of the earth: break forth into singing, ye mountains, 0 forest, and
every tree therein: for the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified
Himself in Israel."
But I pass on to the third clause of my text.-" And though after my
skin worms destroy this body, yet. in my flesh shall I see God: Whom I
shall see for myself."
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Compare these words with those ofthe Aramcean seer. Speaking of
the Star that should come out of Jacob, of the Sceptre that should rise
out of Israel,-speaking, in other words, of the Redeemer, in Whom
Job delighted, Balaam cried-" I shall see Him, but not now: I shall
behold Him, but not nigh."
Strangely similar in part these words, to those which we have now
to consider; and yet in Pl'rt how strangely different!
In part, I say, strangely similar. For hearken to the prophet:" Behold, I shall see Him, but not now." Even so the patriarch :" Though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall
I see God." As though he would say-" It is appointed unto men
once to die, and I shall not be exempt from that universallaw,-dust
I am, and unto dust shall I return; yet, though the worm feed sweetly
on me, my Redeemer shall be my Redeemer still: ' precious in the
sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.' He shall care for my
spirit: 'absent from the body, I shall be present with the Lord.' He
shall care for my dust: 'my flesh shall rest in hope': and when the
time appointed of the Father is come, He shall redeem me from the
power of the grave."
Pause, my brethren, to recall that word with which the Redeemer
comforts His mystical body, the Church :-" Thy dead men shall live,
my dead body shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust:
for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out the
dead." "In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump:
for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible,
and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorrup- .
tion, and this mortal must put on immortality. So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put
on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written,
Death is swallowed up in victory. 0 death, where is thy sting 1 0
grave, where is thy victory 1 The sting of death is sin; and the
strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, Which giveth us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ."
" And then shall I see my incarnate God,"- for that, my brethren,
may well be the meaning of the term-" in my flesh shall I see God."
" For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now
I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known."
" Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what
we shall be: but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like
Him; for we shall see Him as He is."
Strangely similar then, in part, the words of Balaam and of Job:
" I shall see Him, but not now,"-" In my flesh shall I see God."
And yet, in part, how strangely different! "I shall behold Him,
but not nigh," are the words of Balaam. "Not nigh,"-fearful
thought: "not as my kinsman-not as my Redeemer": for such is
the expansion of which the original may well admit. No! Standing
as an nnforgiven culprit at His bar, I shall hear those fearful wordB.. Depart from Me, ye cursed, into everlasting ill-e, prepared for the
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devil and his angels": mine shall be " the resurrection of damnation."
Not so with thee, happy yet afHicted Job :-" In my flesh I shall
see God: Whom I shall see for myself." That expression, brethren,
" for myself," is idiomatic,-it signifies" on my side." .For read the
original of this verse in the Psalms: -The Lord is on my side; I will
not fear: what can man do unto me 1" You will find that the word
rendered " on my side" is identically the same with the word here
translated" for myself." Said I not rightly, at the beginning, that
our text demanded accurate and laborious investigation 1
It is as though the patriarch would say,-" I shall, when the trump
of resurrection sounds, see Him, and see Him with joy; for He shall,
even then, act the Redeemer's part,-He shall acknowledge me before
men and angels as His own: saying-' Come, thou blessed of My
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for thee from the foundation of
the world.' "
Such, then, brethren, was the heaven-taught hope of the Patriarch
Job. Looking upward to the throne of God, he beheld, in the Second
Person of the Holy, Blessed, and Glorious Trinity, One Who, in the
counsel of peace, had undertaken for him the gracious office of Redeemer. Looking onward through the vista of centuries to the incarnation of the Eternal Word, he beheld Him dying for his sins, and rising
again for his justification. And then, looking further onward still, to
the end of time, he saw Him,at the resurrection of the last day, coming
to receive His people to Himself, that where He is, there they might be
also.
Beloved, the hope of Job is the lawful hope of those, and of those
<mly, who love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity.
I have already intimated as much to-day. But the matter is urgent;
time presses. A few short weeks-a few short days, perchance, and
these words, which we have so often heard, may be heard by others,
when we are present, but can hear no longer. Let me, then, most
solemnly press upon your attention three words of my text, which
have not yet been noticed. They are these-" and not another."
" I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that He shall stand at the
latter day upon the earth: and though after my skin worms destroy
this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God: Whom I shall see for myself,
and mine eyes shall behold, and not another."
" And not another,"-that is, " and not a stranger." It is as though
the patriarch would say-" I shall see Him with joy, but a stranger
shall not." No; truly: he that is a stranger to the Redeemer now,
shall then indeed see Him; but it shall be as Balaam will see Himonly to cry" to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from
the face of Him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the
Lamb: for the great day of His wrath is come; and who shall be able
to stand 1 "
o then, if conscience, instructed by the Scriptures, and quickened
by the Holy Ghost-if conscience, I say, pronounce thee to be yet a
stranger from the Covenants of promise, and an alien from the common-
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wealth of Israel-humble thyself at once before the footstool of the
exalted Jesus-give up all ways, give up all thoughts, which are hateful
in His sight,-plead with Him, and plead importunately, for life, for
pardon, for peace-give Him no rest until thou art able, in all spiritual
sincerity, to say-" He loved me, and gave Himself for me." For
then, and only then, canst thou derive any real, solid, lasting comfort
from the " Resurrection of the dead."
But, canst thou truly say, that thou knowest Him to be thy very
own Redeemer, thy beloved, thy friend 1 Then, let all the griefs of Job
be accumulated upon thee; let loss, bereavement, sickness, persecution, accompany thee to the grave-and "we must through much
tribulation enter into the kingdom of God, "-still shall it most assuredly
be well with thee in thy latter end. "As for me," thou mayest say,
" I will behold thy face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied, when I
awake, with thy likeness."
Are thy reins within thee consumed with earnest desire for that day 1
It shall surely come, and shall not tarry; and then, what an exceeding,
an eternal weight of glory!
u'Tis heaven on earth, to hear Ifim say,

As now I journey day by day,
Poor sinner, ca.st thy fears away,
Thy sins are all fargi vcn.'
Dut bow must His celestial voice
Make my enraptur'd heart rejoice,
I

U

When I in glory hear Him I
While I, before the heavenly gate,
For everlasting entrance wait,

And Jesus, on His throne of state,
H

Invites me to come nea.r Him
'Come in, thou blessed; sit by !\tIe:

With My own life I ran~om'd thee;
Come, taste My perfect fa..-our !
Como ill, thou happy spirit, come;

Thou now shalt dwell with Me at home.
Ye blissful mansions, mah:e him room,
For he must stay for ever,'"

SERMONETTES FOR STAY-AT-HOME SUNDAYS.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
APOSTOLIC PREACHING.
" We preach Ohrist crucified."-l CORINTHIANS i. 23.
THERE are many who preach Christ, but who do not preach" Christ.
crucified," in the apostolic sense. There are those who preach Him
as a great Teacher, an eminent pattern of righteousness of life, a
wonderful example of self-sacrifice, but who do not preach Him as
the Son of God Who by His death made expiation for the sin and sins
of sinners, thus reconciling them unto God. To preach "Chriot
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crucified" is to preach (i.e., proclaim) Him as the Son of God Who
became Man, uniting the Godhead and the Manhood in one Person,
and Who came into the world to save sinners, which He accomplished
by His death as the Substitute of His people, as He said: "The Son
of Man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give
His life a ransom for many" (Matt. xx. 28), that is, as the Greek
preposition shows, "in~tead of many"-a substitution, yet not a
mere substitution, but a conscious, willing, voluntary substitution,
as the federal Head of His Church, the Representative and Surety of
His people. And so we find another Greek preposition, translated
" for" (on behalf of), the usual one employed, as in Romans v. 6, 8,
" Christ died for the ungodly"; "While we were yet sinners Christ
died for us." What precious truth is this, when realized by the
contrite and repentant sinner!
The preaching of Christ crucified is the glad tidings the Apostle
Paul delighted to proclaim. To the Church of God at Corinth he wrote,
" I deterrriined not to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ,
and Him crucified" (1 Cor. ii. 2). It was accounted" foolishness"
by " the wise" of his day, as it is by many to-day. "For we preach
Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling block, and unto the Greeks
foolishness; but unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks,
Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God" (1 Cor. i. 23, 24 ;
see also verse 18).
This Gospel (i.e., glad tidings) is still proclaimed. Does any reader
feel the burden of his (or her) sinfulness, and say in anxiety of soul,
" What must I do to be saved 1" The Lord Jesus Christ is an able
and complete Saviour. "He is able to save them to the uttermost
that coine unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession
for them" (Heb. vii. 25). He is a willing Saviour. "All that the
Father giveth Me shall come to Me; and him that cometh to Me I
will in no wise cast out," are His own words (John vi. 37). To come to
Jesus is to trust in Him as your own, Saviour. Your coming to Him,
your believing on, or trusting in Him, is an evidence that you have
been given to Him by the Father Who loves you, and sent His Son
to be the propitiation for your sins.
11
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Come, ye sinners, poor and wretched,

Weak and wounded, sick and sore;
Jesus ready stands to save you,
Full of pity, joined with power,
He is able,
He is willing, doubt no more."

To every reader we would say, Is the Lord Jesus your Saviour 1
He must be either your Saviour or your Judge. If not your Saviour,
He will be your Judge (Acts xvii. 30, 31). To all who are unsaved,
we would say, in the words of St. Paul, "We beseech you that ye
receive not the grace of God (the Gospel of the grace of God) in vain,"
so as either to despise or neglect it. "Now is the accepted time;
behold, now is the day of salvation" (2 Cor. vi. 1, 2).
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GALILEE, JORDAN, AND THE MOUNT OF OLIVES.
A FEW weeks ago I received from dear friends, amongst other souvenirs
of memorable travel, three sweet tiny remembrances from Palestine,
that nearly brought tears to the eyes when looking upon them and
handling them. So simple were they, and so sacred. One was a little
piece of work from Tiberias edged with tiny shells from the Sea of
Galilee. The other was a string of small shells from the Jordan, and
the third olive-wood beads from the trees on the Mount of Olives close
to Jerusalem with pearl attached from Bethlehem, the place of His
Birth, the place where there was no room, no room for His precious
infant body in the inn. His first sleep was in a manger! Think of it,
dear reader.
Looking upon these three souvenirs I muse over Galilee, Jordan and
the Mount of Olives. Memories of Galilee, so frequently favoured with
the presence of the loving Lord Jesus, surge into the mind and heart.
Cana of Galilee, where He made the water wine, sanctifying joy. Is
He not always doing this? Is He not always turning the ordinary
water, refreshing as it is, into something more-something richer?
For where He is joy must come.
Then, when walking by the sea of Galilee (St. Matt. iv. 18) Jesus saw
two brothers, fishermen, casting a net into the sea. "Follow Me,"
He said, and they straighiway left their nets and followed Him. This
was by the sea of Galilee. He walked on and saw two other brothers,
James and John, mending their nets. They, too, were fishermen.
He called them, and they immediately left the ship (for they were in a
ship) and followed Him. And Jesus went about (tU Galilee teaching
and preaching and healing. Sacred Galilee, holy ground. Then we
read that Jesus" came nigh unto the sea of Galilee and went up into
a mountain, and sat down there, and great multitudes came unto Him."
He healed their lame and blind, dumb, maimed, and many others.
And, oh! What tender thoughts for them, " I have compassion on the
multitude, because they continue with Me now three days, and have
nothing to eat; and I will not send them away fasting lest they faint
in the way." Divine compassion for human needs.
Spirit-taught reader, dost thou not see an analogy between the cases
of these people near the Sea of Galilee, and thine own? Bring thy
dear lame, blind, dumb ones to Jesus. Nay, more, bring thine own
lameness in walking, thy dumbness in speaking, thy blindness in seeing,
all to Him. Lay all down at His Feet and it shall be with thee as with
them. "He healed them." Then when the multitude around see
thy walking, hear thy speaking, perceive thy spiritual healing, they,
too, will glorify God. And He will provide for all thy needs. "I will
not send them away fasting lest they faint in the way." He will
provide for thee wundantly. .. They did all eat and were filled."
" My God is no nigga~d," the saintly Samuel Rutherford wrote. No,
He delights to satisfy.
One delights to linger over the story of the Samaritan woman at
Jacob's well. Jesus was in Judrea, but" He must needs go through
IS
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Samaria," just to meet this one woman at the well. How patiently
He talked with her. He" told her all things that ever she did." He
knew her through and through. And then in her zeal she spread the
good tidings of Him and His wonderful ways, so that we read, " Many
of the Samaritans of that city believed on Him for the saying of the
woman, which testified, He told me all that ever I did." Jesus stayed
there two days. They besought Him to stay, and the result was,
"Many more believed because of His own word; and said unto the
woman, Now we believe, not because of thy saying: for <ue have heard
Him ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of
the world." And this is the work of God, not the work of man. When
He takes us in hand Himself, we know from Him that we are sealed by
the Spirit. When He speaks to the heart, we know His voice, and
follow Him.
And so, His mission accomplished after these two days with the
Samaritans, Jesus went into Galilee. "Then when He was come
into Galilee the Galileans received Him, having seen all the things
that He did at Jerusalem at the feast: for they also went unto the
feast." Ah, if we go where Jesus goes we shall see Him, and know Him,
and receive Him. Walking with Him and talking with Him, holding
communion with Him, the sacred sweet communion, " that none but
His loved ones know."
Thus the little shells from the Sea of Galilee bring fragrant memories
of Himself, and so do the shells from Jordan. There are many references
to Jordan in the Old Testament, but the most venerated is the one in
the New Testament, the fact that Jesus Himself was baptized in its
waters. The manifestation of the Trinity appeared there. " Jesus
when He was baptized went up straightway out of the water: and,lo,
the heavens were opened unto Him and He saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove, and lighting upon Him; and, 10, a voice from
heaven saying, Tills is My beloved Son in Whom I am well pleased."
This wonderful sight was beheld not only by Jesus Himself, but by
John the Baptist also. "John bare record saying, I saw the Spirit
descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon Him. And
I knew Him not: but He that sent me to baptize with water, the same
said unto me, upon Whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and
remaining on Him, the Same is He which baptizeth with the Holy
Ghost. And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God." It
was a Divine revelation attesting the complete satisfaction of the
Father "'iVho was ever" well pleased" with His Son. Yes, and He is
well pleased with His redeemed, blood-bought people for His beloved
Son's sake. "The Lord is well pleased for His righteousness sake."
So Jordan was the place of witness of the Divine seal, and the place
where the Father's own voice sounded and the opened heavens above
declared His glory.
Then the third little souvenir was the olive-wood beads. The Mount
of Olives. How' often the Saviour went there. "As He sat upon the
Mount of Olives the disciples came unto Him privately." It was the
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place of confidences. "Jesus went unto the Mount of Olives, and
early in the morning He came again into the temple." It was the
place of rest before entering on the conflicts of the day. "In the day
time He was teaching in the temple: and at night He went out, and
abode in the Mount that is called the Mount of Olives, and all the people
came early in the morning for to hear Him." It was the place of
prayer and the place where strength was gathered for the day. And,
then, after He had partaken of His last Supper with His disciples,
"When they had sung an hymn they went out into the Mount of
Olives." From there He weut to "a place called Gethsemane," or,
as we read in another place "over the brook Cemon where was a
- garden into the which He entered and His disciples . ... Jesus
ofttimes resorted thither with His disciples." In that garden He was
betrayed, and His betrayal was followed by a mock trial, Golgotha,
and the death of the cross, for you, dear reader, and for me.
So Galilee, Jordan, and the Mount of Olives are linked together in
the story of our Redeemer's sojourn on earth. On the Resurrection
morning the angel at the grave said, "He is risen from the dead, and
behold, He goeth before you into Galilee; there shall ye see Him."
Jesus Himself said, " Be not afraid; go tell My brethren that they go
into Galilee and there shall they see Me." Again, He went away again.
beyond Jordan, and from that sojourn He returned to raise Lazarus
from the dead. Again, He ascended into Heaven "from the Mount
called Olivet "-" This same Jesus Which is taken up from you into
Heaven shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into
Heaven."

Galilee-Jordan-the Mount of Olives. May the Holy Spirit teach,.
guide, and comfort each of us in the contemplation of these places and
of Him-for they speak of Him.
N
ETTIE.

"BOLD SHALL I STAND."
I BELIEVE that Luther looked upon the third Psalm as a Messianic
one, and a dear friend remarking on that view wondered if it could
be that it was when Jesus was left behind in Jerusalem that He said,
" I laid Me down and slept; I awaked; for the Lord sustained Me " ?
Did He have" where to lay His head" on those two or three nights
when the company had gone on without Him? Did He then cry
unto the Lord with His voice-to be heard out of the holy hill? And
in answer to the cry did He find in some to take pity, a comfort and
help that was denied Him in His last days? Or did He go to the
Mount of Olives to lay Him down and sleep, and there find God to be
His salvation and the Lifter-up of His head? But it might be objected
that the experiences of the seventh verse could not be His at so tender
an age. Perhaps so. He knows. He knows how He passed His
early solitary nights in Jerusalem. What we know is that after three
days they found Him in the temple astonishing the doctors by His
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understanding and answers. I like to think that it was in a tone of
meek sorrow, of holy disappointment, if it might be so descrihed,
that He asked His mother and Joseph how it was that they sought Him.
Were they not aware that He must be about His Father's business 1
But no, they did not understand, and He must go down with them,
back to Nazareth and be subject, learning obedience by the things
which He suffered. And Mary pondered all in her heart. She was
pondering no less when He said to her, "Woman, what have I to do
with thee 1 Mine hour is not yet come." He said it gently doubtless,
for He was still meek and lowly in heart, and grace was poured into
His lips. It was for His own set time that He waited at the feast,
and not for her help. He did not need her suggestions though theywere so wisely directed to the servants. And it is a mercy from the
blessed Spirit to us, to those who go up and down with Him, seeking
Him, loving Him, waiting on and for Him, it is a mercy when, whatsoever He says to us, we do it. Many are the co=ands that fell from
His own lips. He has given us more by His apostles, to love one
another, to pray for one another, to serve one another, to bear one
another's burdens. Precept upon precept He has given us, and whether
we can or not, if we do them, the fruit will be unto holiness; for" all
the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth to such as keep His covenant
and His testimonies." He knows that without Him we can do nothing.
He knows the strength of sin, pride and anger, the prevailing of unbelief,
that are within, and against us all the time. He knows the days when
the battle increases, when Satan's leash is lengthened, but He says that
if we know His things, happy are we if we do them. But the apostle
asks, Who is sufficient 1 Was he not sufficient who sent word that
they were to be brought in state· out of their unjust imprisonment,
who could frighten the chief captain merely by telling him who he was,
who could speak one language or another as occasion required 1 Was
not he sufficient who could so conduct himself before the world, and then
before the Church declare that the weapons of his warfare were mighty
and made for victory, that he did not beat the air or fight uncertainly,
but he could have congregations sitting up till midnight, weeping over
his departure, sending once and again their offerings 1 Could he not
boast that he was such a one, or was he one who was with them in
weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling, beseeching them to pray
for him, craving their indulgence and consideration, begging even his
own friend to do him a favour, as if he felt unworthy of the least.
Weariness and painfulness were his and great conflicts. He had nights
and days in the deep, tossings up and down in Adria; for it was God
Who made him an able minister of the Gospel, the Gospel of the cross
of Jesus. He had nothing of his own power or might, and yet, or
rather therefore, he could (the blessed Spirit giving him power to do so)
come boldly to the throne of grace. He could come boldly, somewhat
as Esther went, perhaps, because her life and her all were at stake and
in her hands, but impelled by the greatness of her need, and because
there was nothing else for it. What a mercy for the Jews that she had
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not been called in to the king for thirty days. For by that time her
attitude, her looks, her words, and her petition overcame him-as her
native beauty must have failed to. She was poor and needy then.
She had learned to fast and to pray. I\iordecai also, and all the Jews,
and -all her maidens, had fasted and prayed also, and so she went in to
the king. She had learned of Jesus Who is meek and lowly of heart,
and she had found rest to her soul.
F
OLLOWER-ON.
THE CRITICAL POSITION OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND.
By THE LATE BISHOP J. C. RYLE.
" ONE thing is very clear. The Church of England is in a very critical
position. Everyone who reflects must confess this. Her rowers have
brought her into troubled waters. Rent and torn by conflicting
parties, her very existence is in peril. Never was there a Church
which had within her pale such totally opposite schools of theology.
This state of things callnot last. 'rhe question may well rise in many
minds, • What shall be the end? We cannot go on as we are. Will
the sick man live, or will he die? '
" As usual in such cases, advice is plentiful, the doctors are many,
and the prescriptions abound-some hommopathic and some allopathic.
Everyone has his • panacea' and his • eirenicon.' • Only use it,' he
cries, • and the Church will be cured.' Wider terms of communion,
relaxation of creeds and articles, liturgical revision, synodical action,
increase of the Episcopate, union of the Western Churches-all these
are remedies gravely propounded and earnestly thrust on our attention.
Each has its advocates, and each is warranted to cure. I have not the
slightest faith in any of these healing measures. Two or three of them
are downright mischievous. The best of them is not the medicine for
the time. I regard them all as utterly beside the mark, and unable
to touch the disease.
" My own mind is thoroughly made up. I know of only one cure
and remedy for the ailments of our beloved Church. That remedy
is a revival among us of thorough Protestant principles and Protestant
theology-the principles of the glorious Reformation, the theology
of Latimer, and Hooper, and Jewel. Whether God will grant us such
a revival I cannot tell: perhaps our days are numbered. Without
such a revival I have little hope for the future. We shall ouly fall
lower and lower, and at last our candlestick will be removed, like that
of Ephesus. Give us such a revival, and I hope everything. The
laity would rally round us once 'more-the Spirit of God would be
poured on our congregations. God, even the Lord God of our fathers,
would give us His blessing." -Light from Old Times, pp. 297-299.
" THE Lord having made me willing in the day of His power, I was
forced to confess, ' 0 Lord, Thou art stronger than I, and hast prevailed.' "-Scott's Force of Truth, p. 101.
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THOU KNOWEST.
By

MR. JAMES

E.
11

FLEGG, SECRETARY OF THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND
SOCIETY.

I know Dot what awaits me;

God kindly veils my eyes,
And o'er each step of my onward way t
He makes new scenes to rise;
And every joy He sends me comes

A sweet and glad surprise.
Where He may lead I'll follow;
My trust in Him repose;
And every bour in perfect peace,
I'll sing, He knows! He knows! "

fact of God's perfect knowledge can be a source of joy and
comfort only to a child of God. That man who, through grace, can
say, " 0 Lord, Thou art my God" may cheerfully sing, " He knows,"
otherwise the thought is intensely solemn. "The heart is deceitful
above all things and desperately wicked; who can know it 1" Thou
knowest the hearts of the children of men. He knows all the secret
workings, the crooked ways, the unholy thoughts, the wrong desires,
the secret springs of action, as well as the actions which are the outward
expression of the inward evil. "Thou understandest my thoughts
afar off; there is not a word in my tongue, but, 10, 0 Lord, Thou
knowest it altogether." Concerning our blessed Lord, it is written,
" He needed not that any man should testify of man, for He knew
what was in man." Solemn thought! for unto Him shall all flesh
come; before His throne must all appear, and there will be no miscarriage of justice, for He Who will render to men according to the
deeds done in the body, knows all. To the believer, however, whose
sins are under the blood-ah! blessed indeed is he whose transgression
is forgiven, whose sin is covered-to him the fact that his Father
knoweth is a source of comfort and joy.
The Lord knoweth them that are His. He knew them in eternity
when they were chosen in Christ Jesus; He knew them at Calvary
when He died for them, for" Our Surety knows for Whom He stood."
He knew them in their wanderings, and they were

THE

11

Preserved in J esns when

Their feet made haste to Hell
And there they would have been
But He does all things well.
The love was great, the mercy free,

Which from the pit delivered me:'
Brought by grace to know and trust in Him, with joy they remember
that the Lord knoweth them that trust in Him. Such confidence in
Him can never be misplaced. No! to them He is a Stronghold in the
day of trouble.
How exact is His knowledge! 0 Lord Thou knowest my foolishness
and my sins are not hid from Thee. But when the black list stands

,
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before us, and our souls are humbled at the sight, and sincere and
heartfelt confession is made, in tenderness and pity He looks upon
us and forgives; for" if we confess our sins, He is faithful and just
to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness."
And though we cannot forget the sins which caused the sufferings of
our best Friend, He says, "Their sins and their iniquities will I
remember no more."
But Thou, 0 Lord, knowest me, what I am, aye, and what I fain
would be; and if I seek to express my humble praise for Thy great
mercy, Thy wondrous love, Thy glorious Covenant which secures
blessings unspeakably vast, and words seem to fail, yet would I sit
as David did-overwhelmed with a sense of the Divine favour-and
exclaim, "What can I say more 1 for Thou Lord, knowest Thy
servant."
The 1'oad we travel is under His eye. The Lord knoweth thy walking
through this great wilderness, said Moses to Israel, and the same is
true of the believer in his passage to glory. Every need of all the host
He knows, and all shall yet bear their testimony that they lacked
nothing. "He knoweth the way that I take "-not ouly the way of
the whole company, but the path of each traveller-my wayyour way-dear friend. He knows when the clouds lower, when
darkness covers the path, when the thorn point hurts, when the heart
aches; as well as when the skies are bright, and joyously we move
along. Ours is to take one step at a time, for He knows.
"One step I see before me,

'Tis all I need to see;
The light of heaven more hrightly shines,
'Vhen earth's illusions flee;

And sweetly thro' the silence comes
His loving , Follow 1\1:e.' ,.

He knows! What is there that He does not know 1 If we, while
following, grow faint, let us remember that He Who knows our way
is our Father, and" like as a father pitieth His children so the Lord
pitieth them that fear Him; for He knoweth our frame." And'~ He
giveth power to the faint." And when the path is most perplexing,
and life seems to be inexplicable, and we seem to know not what to
think, or say, or do, we can fall back upon this fact and say with
Jeremiah, "0 Lord Thou knewest." Thy wisdom cannot err and
Thou canst make it plain. Thou hast said, "I will be with thee in
all places." "I will never leave thee."
"Then on I'll go, not knowing;
I would not if I might;
1'd rather walk in the dark with God,
Thau walk alone in tbe light.
I'd rather walk by faith with Him,
Than go alone by sight,
And sing, He know! 1 He know8 1"

Lord, Thou knowest, "Thou knowest all things."

You will remember
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that Peter used these words. Three times the Lord had put to him
the searching question, "Lovest thou Me 1" And Peter was grieved
that Jesus said unto him the third time " Lovest thou Me 1" and he
said" Lord, Thou knowest all things, Thou knowest that I love Thee."
o the bliss of being able to make such an appeal to His knowledge-

,

" Do not I love thee, 0 my Lord?

Behold my heart and see."
If you, dear reader, can make such an appeal, and He perceives
the effect of the work of the Holy Spirit in your heart, may you catch
the echo of His own words " I love thee. " Yes, for " we love Him,
because He first loved us," and it is He Who loves as none other can
of Whom these words stand true-Thou knowest.
WAS THE ENGLISH REFORMATION CALVINISTIC 1
"THERE is little question that at the time of the revision of the
Articles in 1563 Calvinistic theology was practically dominant in
England and very soon became almost universally accepted by our
chief divines.
" Very early in Elizabeth's reign a petition of certain exiles, called
'Freewillers,' showed the prevalence of extreme Calvinistic doctrines
in England. They complain that they were reproached as ' Pelagians '
and 'fautors of false religion;' because they denied that God's predestination was the cause of men's sin and damnation.
" Archdeacon Hardwick probably does not overstate the case when
he confidently affirms that' during an interval of thirty years the more
extreme opinions of the school of Calvin . . . were predominant in
every town and parish.'
" Hooker in his day declared that men are never clear of the accusation of heresy, 'if they find not somewhat in Calvin to justify themselves.'
"The 'Lambeth Articles' of 1595, fully approved by Archbishop
Whitgift, prove how established and widespread extreme Calvinism
was even at that date, while as late as 1608 Bishop Sande~on testifies
that Calvin's 'Institutes' were still recommended to Oxford students
as 'the best and perfectest system of divinity.' "-(The Anglican
" Via Media," by Dr. Sydney Carler, p. 41.)
THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund :£1 0 0
Mr. W. Booth
.. £0 4 0
!Ir. J. W. Marsh
080
"J. W."
.. 20 0 0
Miss Backhurst
010 0
" A Widow" (2 months) 0 4 0
Miss E. NI. Sangar
040
Mr. J. Aylwin
0 4 0
Mr. J. H. Pizey
Miss E. S. Wright .. 0 5 0

'.

•

The Gospel Magazine
~Ut

tpoung jfolhs'

•

223

~age.

"ARE YOU READY 1 "
THIS is by no means the first time that my young readers have been
asked this question. If you pause a moment to think, you will recall
that you have been asked the question on all sorts of occasions. The
words are so familiar that they need no explanation. You know
exactly what it means to be ready, for any event or to perform any
duty.
It is interesting to notiee the frequent use of the word" ready" in
the Word of God.
There are two verses in the Old Testament which speak of our
God being ready, and they are both important, for they tell us of the
Lord's readiness to forgive those who have sinned against Him. The
first is Neh. ix. 17: "Thou art a God ready to pardon," and the second
is Ps. lxxxvi. 5. "Thou, Lord, art good and ready to forgive." If·
any of my young readers is feeling the burden of unforgiven sin, what
a sweet word of comfort is this! Because the Lord Jesus Christ came
into the world to save sinners, and gave His life a ransom for all who
shall ever believe in Him, God is ready to forgive the greatest sinner,
who pleads His atoning death.
But let us see how the word ready is used in connection with ourselves.
You will remember how the Bereans were commended by the Apostle
Paul (Acts xvii. 11) because they received the word with all readiness
of mind. Oh! what a difference it makes to the believer now when
he does the same! It is the Holy Spirit Who makes the mind ready.
He softens the hard heart, and so prepares the soil, as it were, that
the seed falls into good ground.
Those of you who know the Lord Jesus Christ as your own personal
Saviour should ever be ready to do His will in your daily life. The
child of God is to be " ready to every good work" (Titus iii. 1), and
ready to show kindness to others, cheerfully giving to supply the needs
of others, as Paul meant when he urged 'l'imothy to teach his hearers
to be " ready to distribute" (1 Tim. vi. 18). They were rich people
who were to be ready to distribute, but we know from other Scriptures
that the Lord's people are all to be ready to give as God has prospered
them.
The Word of God also teaches us that the believer is to be "eady
to suffer, if need be, for Christ's sake. The Apostle Paul said, " I am
ready not to be bound only but also to die at Jerusalem for the name
of the Lord Jesus" (Acts xxi. 13), and, writing to Timothy much
later on, he said, " I am now ready to be offered" (2 Tim. iv. 6). It
is only the child of God, saved by grace, who is thus ready for death.
I recently heard of a young married lady, twenty-nine years of age,
who was killed instantly in a motor accident, and her friend, who had
seen her leave the house in good health a few minutes before, writing
to her mother, said, " I am afraid she was not ready." How solemn!
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The Lord Jesus, speaking to His disciples about His coming again,
said to them, "Therefore be ye also ready." If we are washed from
our sins in His precious blood, we are ready for His glorious return.

\

E. A. H.
'!totte~ponlJence.

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZL'\'E.
DEAR FRlEND,-We are very grateful to the many kind friends who
have helped us with good literature, especially to those who have sent
us bound volumes, these being valued by those at sea. The following
from China will interest -our helpers. "Our own special work is among
the Durham Light Infantry. They are billeted in the - - , and here,
five nights a week it is a great privilege to get into touch with them
about so great salvation. To-night we are hoping to start our Bible
Class for those who are now on the Lord's side. The past week's meetings have been most encouraging, and it would do your heart good to
see the large number who come along, the interest they have about
things that matter, and to hear them sing, 'When I survey the wondrous cross.' We are hoping to open a hut in the city. Meanwhile
meetings are held at the quarters of the GIoucesters, Suffolks, and
Durhams, and also on board several of H.M. ships now anchored off
the Bund. We shall be so grateful for literature."
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfie1d Street,
R. E. BRIDER.
Totterdown, Brilltol, April, 1927.

,
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In fllemOtlllm.
THE LATE MRS. HOLMES, OF COVENTRY.
WE regret to have to record that on the first of March, Mrs. Holmes, of
Coventry, passed peacefully away.
She was a regular reader of the Magazine, and greatly valued its
contents. Her husband writes, "She found much enjoyment and
comfort in the reading of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, which she passed on
to others, trusting that they too might find consolation therein. She
led a thoroughly unselfish and good Christian life, and many will miss
her kind ministrations in their times of need."
Our tender Christian sympathy goes out towards her husband in this
heavy trial.
" A :MAN cannot be a Papist, who believes that his justifying righteousness is in Christ, and whoever does not believe this, is not a
Protestant."-W. Romaine.
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WHAT IS WRITTEN ABOUT THE LORD'S SUPPER!

All

ADDRESS
JANUARY 15,

DELIVERED AT THE ISLINGTON CLERICAL MEETING,
1889, BY THE RIGHT REV. BISHOP J. C. RYLE, D.D.,
BISHOP OF LIVERPOOL.

(Continued from p. 183.)
" The teIWhi'f/{J of God's Word about the Lord's Supper."
g. For another thing, I cannot find it written that anyone oU{Jht to
be advised to be present at the Lord's Supper who is not goi'f/{J to be a
communicant.
Many of you may not be aware that this novelty is creeping into the
Church of England, and you may hear of it with surprise. I believe,
however, that it is a growing evil, and a thing that ought to be firmly
resisted. It originates in the mischievous idea that the Lord's Supper
is a sIWrifice offered up by a priest, and not a commemorative ordinance
of which all present ought to partake. In short, it is a direct step
toward the Romish sacrifices of the Mass, of which your Thirty-first
Article declares that they are "blasphemous fables and dangerous
deceits." That there was nothing of the kind at the first institution,
that all present were co=unicants, and all received the bread and
wine, that none were merely spectators, that there is not a jot of evidence in the Acts or Epistles that non-communicating attendance was
recognized or permitted,-all these things are as clear as noonday, and
I will not waste your time by dwelling on the subject. Well and wisely
says the Homily of the Sacrament, "We must be ourselves partakers
of this table, and not beholders of others."
But I ask you again to mark the words of Bishop Wilberforce. He
says: "Non-co=unicating attendance brings us back to the great
abuse of coming to the Sacrament to non-partake instead of partaking:
and so we have the condition of things arising in our Co=union which
already prevails in the Church of Rome.
" That this custom is creeping into our Church is not an accident;
neither is it brought in for the purpose of making children better
acquainted with our service. It is, remember, under quite a different
impression. It is with the idea that prayer is more acceptable at this
time of the sacrifice ;-that you can get benefit from being within sight
of the Sacrament when it is being administered. It is the substitution
of a semi-materialistic presence for the actual presence of Christ in the
soul of the faithful communicant. It is an abomination, this teaching
of non-co=unicating attendance as a common habit."-(Burgon's
Lives, vo!. ii., p. 57.)
To this testimony I will only add the words of a greater bishop still,
I mean Bishop Jewell. He says in the Apology: "If anyone, before
the private Mass was introduced, would only be a spectator, and would
abstain from the Holy Communion, the Bishop of Rome in the primitive
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times, or the ancient Fathers would have exco=unicated him as a
wicked man and a pagan; nor was there any Christian man in these
times who communicated alone in the presence of spectators."(Jewel\'s Apology, chap. ii., p. H.)
-h. In the next place, I cannot find it written that it is wrong, imprope ",
and undesirable, to celebrate the Lord's Supper in the evening. This is a
point, you all know, about which there is an amazing difference of
opinion. Some men almost lose their tempers about it, use violent
language, and denounce evening Communions as wicked, irreverent,
profane, and of evil tendency! Yet, after all, what saith the Scripture?
I declare I see no disputed point in connection with the Lord's Supper
on which the arguments and evidence are so entirely on one side.
It cannot possibly be sinful to follow the example of Christ and His
apostles. Every reader of the New Testament must know that the
institution of the Lord's Supper took place in the evening. It is certain
that no special hour is recommended to us in the Acts or Epistles. The
Lord's Supper at Troas must have been in the evening. It is equally
certain that the Prayer-book leaves the matter to the discretion of
every clergyman, and allows him to do what is best for his congregation,
and wisely lays down no hard and fast rule about the time. To forbid
evening Communions would completely shut out many persons in large
town parishes from the Lord's Table. The mothers of many families
among the working classes cannot possibly leave home in the morning.
The very name" supper" seems to point to the evening of a day rather
than the morning. In the face of these facts, to denounce evening
Communions as irreverent, wicked, and profane, is neither reasonable
nor wise, and I cannot advise any of my brethren who find them useful,
to give way to pressure from any quarter, and give up the practice.
Remember the great fact that the Bible is on your side, and stand firm.
i. In the last place, I cannot find it written that it is necessary or useful
for the clergyman in the celebration of the Lord's Supper to wear a peculiar
d"ess not used at other times ,-to mix water with the sacramental wine,to ha.ve clfndles buming on the Communion table in broad dayUght,--o,' to
burn incense during the Communion service. These things are so common
in the present day, that I need not do more than name them.
Now there is not a word about any of these practices in the Ncw
Testament, unless we press into the service the "cloak" which St.
Paul left at Troas with Carpus, and call it a "chasuble, "-or the
" lights" which were burned at the Troas Communion, which, however,
were burned in the evening and not in the daytime. In short, God's
Word is silent about them all. Not one of them is prescribed or ordered
in the Prayer-book, and the best English lawyers pronounce them
illegal. They are borrowed from the corrupt Church of Rome; and
not a few clergymen, after beginning by using them, have ended by
believing the sacrifice of the Mass, and joining the Romish Communion. Such things, no doubt, "have a show of wisdom," and
"satisfy the flesh." They suit the many people who like a mere
outward religion. But it is vain to suppose that they please God. In
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the nature of things they tend to distract and divert the minds of
communicants from the true, scriptural, and simple view of the Lord's
Supper. No one in his senses can dare to say that they are essential
to the validity of the Sacrament, or that our Lord or His apostles ever
used them. They are neither more nor less than" will-worship," and
the invention of man (Col. ii. 23).
I commend the nine points I have gone through to your serious
attention. In leaving them, I will only beg you to mark well, and
clearly understand, the object of my contention. Remember, I do
not deny that the nine points about the Lord's Supper which I have
gone through may possibly be ancient, and primitive, and catholic,
and patristic, and as such may be honestly defended by some who
think them edifying. That is not the question. What I do say is
simply this. Not one of them can be found in the New Testament, and
the!refore not one of them is essential to the validity of the Sacrament. Not
one of them, moreover, is to be found in the Prayer-book Co=union
Service, or Catechism, except by strained and unnatural interpretation.
Yet the Bible and the Prayer-book are the two books which we are
continually striving to teach, and to have recognized, in all our first and
second grade schools, through which our middle and lower classes are
continually passing! Whether it is just cause for surprise that the
vast majority of the middle and lower classes, with nothing but Bibles
and Prayer-books in their hands, and totally unacquainted with
Fathers, primitive church, and tradition, dislike cordially the nine
points I have mentioned, and often rebel violently against them, is a
question I leave you to answer. Whether it is kind and fair to the
Church of England to break the peace, to refuse to obey Ecclesiastical
Courts, to decline to recognize the Royal supremacy, to multiply our
unhappy divisions, and to keep dioceses and bishops in constant hot
water, on account of theories and practices which are not to be found
in the Bible, is a hard knot which I shall not attempt to untie.
IV. The fourth and last question which I propose to handle in this
paper, is a somewhat peculiar and speculative one. I wish to show
the probable reasons why views of the Lord's Supper which certainly can
not be found in God's Word have got such a hold on many Churchmen in
these latter days. The inquiry is a delicate and difficult one, but I thin...1<
it may be useful to us all. It is one secret of safe navigation to know
the currents, reefs, and rocks which cause shipwrecks.
I hold strongly that, on the subject of the Lord's Supper, the Church
of England is in very great danger. We cannot shut our eyes to the
fact that doctrines and practices about this Sacrament are advocated
which Jewell, and Hooker, and Hall, and Davenant, and Beveridge,
and a host of other departed divines, never sanctioned for a moment,
and that a fog of novelties has arisen and spread over the whole land,
and becomes thicker every year. At the same time we cannot deny
that many who advocate or practise these novelties are zealous, hardworking, self-denying, devout clergymen. Whatever their principles
may be, their lives are exemplary and blameless. They profess to love
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the Church of England quite as much as ourselves; and yet, on the
doctrine and ritual of the Lord's Supper, we are as the poles asunder.
It is a state of things which puzzles and perplexes young men; and
I should like to point out to what it may be traced.
1. I believe the principal cause of the "present distress" is the
gradual departure of many of our clergy, during the last fifty years, from
the old Church of England doctrine MOut the rule offaith. It is no longer
" the Bible and the Bible only" with many, but the Bible and tradition, the Bible and primitive antiquity, the Bible and the voice of the
ancient Church. I believe the beginning of the whole mischief was
Keble's famous "Sermon on Tradition," and the principle therein
contained, that the rule of faith is made up of Scripture and tradition
together. That mischievous principle was diligently taught and spread
broadcast by the famous Tra£ts for the Times. The Tract 78, p. 2, for
example, says plainly, " Scripture and tradition taken together are the
joint rule of faith." I suspect that principle has been accepted and
imbibed by hundreds of English clergymen during the last half-century,
and the result has been exactly what might have been expected. They
have left the King's high road of truth, and have lost their way in a
pathless jungle. Once admit the mischievous principle that the Bible
alone is not the rule of faith about the doctrine and ritual of the Lord's
Supper, and any amount of strange doctrines and superstitious novelties may be brought into the Church. The fiood-gates are thrown
open, and nothing will keep out a perfect deluge of rubbish. It is
useless to say to a clergyman, " Your teachings and proceedings are
such as I cannot find in the New Testament or Prayer-book," when he
coolly replies, "Very likely! but they are proceedings sanctioned by
Catholic usage, by primitive tradition, by the judgment of the early
Fathers, and by the voice of the Church!" We shall never right the
ship until we get the supremacy and sufficiency of Scripture once more
duly recoguized by all Churchmen. Once admit tradition to a seat
in the rnle of faith, and you have sold the pass to the enemy.
Now I trust I need not remind my younger brethren that the authority
of tradition as any part of the rnle of faith is not recoguized by the
Church of England. It entirely denies that there is any other guide
for man's soul that can be placed side by side, or on the same platform,
with the Bible. The supreme authority of Scripture, in short, is one
of the corner-stones of the Church of England. Here, it would have
its members know, is rock: all else is sand. Seven times over that
great principle is laid down in our grand Confession of Faith, the
Thirty-nine Articles.
The Sixth Article declares that" Holy Scripture contains all things
necessary to salvation; so that whatsoever is not read therein, nor
may be proved thereby, is not to be required of any man, that it should
be believed as an article of the faith, or be thought requisite or necessary
to salvation."
The Eighth Article says that " the three Creeds ought thoroughly
to be believed and received, for they may be proved by most certain
warrants of Holy Scripture."
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The Twentieth Article says, "It is not lawful for the Church to
ordain anything that is contrary to God's Word written, neither may
it so expound one place of Scripture that it be repugnant to another."
The Twenty-first Article says that "things ordained by General
Councils as necessary to salvation, have neither strength nor authority,
unless it may be declared that they be taken out of Holy Scripture."
The Twenty-second Article condemns certain Romish doctrines and
practices, " because they are grounded on no warranty of Scripture,
but rather repugnant to the Word of God."
The Twenty-eighth Article condemns Transubstantiation, because
it cannot be proved by Holy Writ, but is repugnant to the plain words
of Scripture.
The Thirty-fourth Article says that" traditions and ceremonies may
be changed, so that nothing is ordained contrary to God's Word."
Time will not allow me to dwell longer on this subject. Dean
Goode's unanswerable volumes on the Divine Rule of Faith and Practice
should be studied by everyone, as well as his work on The Lord's
Supper. They are a perfect treasure-house of arguments. But I
must add one quotation from Hooker: "Although ten thousand
General Councils would set down one and the same definite sentence
concerning any point of religion whatsoever, yet one demonstrative
reason adopted on one manifest testimony cited from the mouth
of God Himself to the contrary could not but overweigh them all."Hooker, ii, chap. 7.
(To be continued.)

THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
ON the cover of last month's Magazine will be found full particulars of
the Annual Meeting to be held at Caxton Hall, Westminster, on the
6th May, when the Committee are hoping to meet a large company
of friends.
The Annual Meeting of the Camberwell Home will be held on June
the 2nd - afternoon and evening - and the South London Sale of
Work at the Camberwell Home on June the 9th.
The Anniversary of the Tunbridge Wells Auxiliary is fixed for the
11th of May, and other meetings (D.V.) will be held on the 18th at
High Wycombe, 19th at Richmond (Salem), 26th at Chadwell Street,
Clerkenwell.
iL{ehtehl~
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We have received from the Protestant Truth Society, 3 and 4, St. Paul's
Churchyard, London, E.Q.4, a new edition of a pamphlet, entitled,
" THE RUIN OF GIRLS IN CONVENT SCHOOLS." By the late S. J.
Abbott. It gives the testimony of Roman Catholics_and griefstricken parents. It can be had for 2!d. post free.
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THE CHART (The Divine Forecast of this Age). By John A. Anderson,
M.D. Pp. 37. Price 8d. Morgan and Scott, Ltd., 12, Paternoster Buildings, E.C.4.
The writer of this pamphlet regards our Lord's prophetic discourse
in Luke xxi. as different from His discourses in Matthew xxiv. and
Mark xiii. Although there is clearly matter in Luke n.ci. which
is not found in the other two' Gospels, we are not convinced that
one is "The Temple Discourse" and the other "The Olivet Discourse." We rather think that the Holy Ghost led Luke to give
some parts of the discourse, and He led Matthew and Mark to record
other Paits.
In so far as this booklet teaches that the Lord was addressing the
Church in these prophecies, and teaching His people that many events
were to take place before His coming we are in full agreement with it.
Matthew xxiv. 29-31 plainly teaches, so we believe, that the Lord's
coming would follow the predicted tribulation.

Wc have received six pamphlets by the Rev. C. Fisher, M.A., Vicar of
St. John's Church, Harborne, Birmingham. They are as follows:
No. 1. PRAYER-BoOK REVISION; No. 2. REDEMPTION; No. 3.
JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH; No. 4. PRIESTHOOD; No. 5. SA>'o1CTIFICATION; No. 6. THAT BLESSED HOPE. They are published at
2d. each, by Chas. J. Thynne and Jarvis Ltd., WhiteIriars Street,
Fleet Street, London, E.CA.
Mr. Fisher has taken a bold and uncompromising stand against the
peruicious Prayer Book revision proposals put forth by the Bishops.
He has publicly announced that' if this book becomes law he will feel
conscientiously obliged to resign his living. We honour him for his
faithful stand.
Without necessarily endorsing everything in these pamphlets we
rejoice at Mr. Fisher's uncompromising exposure of the Romish doctrines and practices re-introduced by the Bishops into the Prayer Book,
after a lapse of three hundred and seventy-eight years.
We are also delighted with his firm adherence to the plenary inspiration of the whole Bible, and his strong and firm antagonism to those
evolutionary and modernistic theories which deny the Bible account
of Creation and repudiate the great foundation doctrines of the Christian faith.
The time has surely come when, like the author of these pamphlets,
all real Evangelicals should take a firm, faithful, and uncompromising
stand against Sacerdotalism and Modernism. Speaking of the Apostasy
which is to precede the Lord's return, the author of these pamphlets
says, "The present writer can see the biggest step forward towards
that time that has yet been taken, in the setting aside of God's Word
in the Bishops' proposals."
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