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GOD'S COVENANT WITH NOAH.

.. And I will establish My Covenant with you,. neither shall all flesh
be cut off any more by the waters of a flood,. neither shall there
any more be a flood to destroy the earth."-GENEsIs ix. 11.
THE Word of GOD is intended to be a lamp unto the feet of the
members of GOD'S family, and a light unto their path. Everything therefore which it records of GOD'S dealings with men is of
:interest to the members of His family. The Covenants which GOD
made with Noah are full of instruction for GOD'S children and
contain much to comfort and cheer them.
GOD made two Covenants with Noah, one before the Flood,
and one after the Flood. The fil'St Covenant secured for Noah
and his family, and for all that were with him in the ark, salvation
from the temporal judgment of the Flood. The ark was definitely
designed to save an elect family. In this respect it is a beautiful
type of CHRIST. All who were in the ark were saved from the flood
which was brought in upon the world of the ungodly. In like
manner all who are chosen in CHRIST are blessed with all spiritual
blessings, are numbered amongst the children of GOD, and are
" kept by the power of GOD through faith unto salvation ready to
be revealed in the last time" (1 Peter i. 5).
When Noah came out of the ark he could bear testimony to the
Covenant faithfulness of GOD. GOD had been true to His Covenant,
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and He had remembered Noah and preserved him. Now, however, GOD entered into another Covenant with Noah, and his
faithfulness in keeping the first Covenant would encourage Noah
to believe in His faithfulness to keep the second.
It is of this second Covenant that we now desire to write.
1. First let us think 01 the nature 01 this second Covenant.
It was world-wide in its extent. It was made with Noah, with
his BOns, and with their seed after them. It was made also with
every living creature that was with them, with the fowl, with the
cattle and with every beast of the earth. It is a Covenant which
extends to the whole human race and to all the animate creation.
GOD bound Himself under this Covenant never again to destroy
all flesh with the waters of a flood, never again to visit the earth
with a universal flood. There might be local floods and local
destruction of life and property by means of a flood, but never
again would there be a universal flood (Gen. ix. 8-11). This
Covenant is still in force, and the whole world benefits by the'
Covenant which GOD made thousands of years ago. Believing
that GOD is faithful to His promises, His people are fully assured
that they will never read in the newspapers of a universal flood.
This Covenant was WllOUy 'unrnerited. The great Flood was due
to man's sin. "GOD saw that the wickedness of man "as great
in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of His
heart was only evil continually. . . . And the LORD said, I will
destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth. . . .
But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD" (Genesis vi. 5-8).
The Flood, however, did not alter man's character. Punishment, apart from the regenerating grace of GOD, never does alter
a man's character. It did not do so on this occasion. The men
who were saved by means of the ark still inherited the fallen
nature which they had derived from our first parents, and their
posterity inherit the same evil nature. GOD knew all this, and
yet in spite of man's sin He entered into Covenant with him torefrain from again overwhelming the world of the ungodly with a
flood. "I will not again curse the ground any more for man's
sake," the LORD said, " lor the imagination 01 man's heart is evil
Irom his youth,. neither will I again smite any more every thing
living, as I have done. While the earth remaineth, seed time and
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harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and
night shall not cease" (Genesis viii. 21, 22). The LORD'S verdict
~oncerning man's heart after the Flood was the same as His verdict
before the Flood.
" The imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth." His
" heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked." It
is still a fountain of evil (see Jer. xvii. 9; Matt. xv. 19). Despite
this great and solemn. fact, GOD in mercy bound Himself never
again to visit the earth with a universal deluge. Though the
human race is in rebellion against Him He does good to the children of men, and gives them rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons,
filling their hearts with food and gladness. (See Acts xiv. 16, 17.)
He opens His hand and satisfies the temporal desires of every living
thing. He giveth to a rebellious world "life, and breath, and all
things" (Acts xvii. 25).
This Covenant is a perpetual Covenant. It is "for perpetual
generations." It is an "_everlasting Covenant between GOD and
every living creature of all flesh that is upon the earth" (Gen.
ix. 12, 16). While the earth remaineth the promises of this
Covenant are sure to all flesh in spite of sin. Because of this
Covenant we know that day and night will certainly and continually follow one another in regular succession. We know that
GOD will make His sun to shine regularly on the evil and the good.
We know that" seed time and harvest, and cold and heat, and
summer and winter" will still regularly continue. Harvests may
vary, but they will never entirely fail. A poor harvest in one
country will be counterbalanced by a good harvest in another
country. The husbandman may plough and sow in the hope of
a harvest following. We are all living tmder the benefits of this
ancient Covenant to-day, and we need to thank GOD continually
for the temporal benefits this Covenant ensures to us.
2. Secondly, think of the token of this Covenant.
The beautiful rainbow which we often see in the heavens is the
Divinely-appointed token of this Covenant. "I do set My bow
in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a Covenant between Me
and the earth. And it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud
.over the earth, that the bow shall be seen in the cloud: .. and I will
Temember My Covenant" (Gen. ix. 13-15).
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It is GOD'S rainbow which we see in the heavens. "I do set
My bow in the cloud." He sets it in the heavens to assure us
by that visible and beautiful token that however great may be
the storms of wind and rain which may sweep over portions of
the earth, they will be kept under restraint by His Omnipotent
hand, so that His Covenant promises shall be fulfilled.
" The bow shall be seen in the cloud" by the eyes of men to
cheer and encourage them. It will also be seen by GOD Himself.
He says, "I will look upon it, that I may remember the everlasting
Covenant between GOD and every living creature of all flesh that
is upon the earth" (Genesis ix. 16). It is to be feared that the
greater number who notice and admire the rainbow do not
remember that it is the token of GOD'S Covenant with men, and
do not thankfully recall His goodness as the result of His Covenall.t.
For us, however, who are, through infinite grace, members of
GOD'S family the rainbow is a sweet and precious reminder of the
Covenant faithfulness of our GOD. How precious to remember
that when our eyes gaze upon the rainbow He too is looking upon
it! Moreover, is it not comforting to read that "there was a
rainbow round about the throne, in sight like unto an emerald"
(Rev. iv. 3)?
In the vision which John had of heaven he saw that round the
throne of GOD in heaven was a rainbow. May not that suggest
to us that GOD is continually reminded not only of the natural
Covenant with Noah, but of the eternal Covenant of grace? If
He is faithful to the one, He will also be faithful to the other. All
His Covenant promises will be punctually and fully fulfilled to
His people. He is ever mindful of His Covenant, and ever true.
to His people, and faithful to His promises.
3. Thirdly, let us think of the design of this Oovenant"
It was designed to cheer Noah, one of the LORD'S people, and to
inspire him with hope in regard to temporal things. By the
Covenant promise which GOD gave him, he would know for certain
that seedtime and harvest would continue, and that he and his,
family might be sure that their sowing would be followed by
reaping. Though they might experience difficultie:;; and disappointments their temporal needs would be certainly met. No
devastating flood would deprive them of the means of subsistence.
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In like manner mankind in general can be sure that they will
more or less fully enjoy the fruits of their labours. Even if
in some parts famine conditions prevail, supplies will be forthcoming from other parts of the country or from other parts of
the world.
GOD may in judgment send famine upon a land, and thus cause
much suffering, but a universal famine will be withheld according
to the terms of this Covenant. The LORD'S people in particular
may count upon His faithfulness to supply their needs. " In the
days of famine they shall be satisfied" (Psalm xxxvii. 19).
Secondly, this Covenant was designed to assure Noah of the
certain fulfilment of the first great promise. When Adam sinned
GOD had foretold the coming of the Seed of the woman Who' would
bruise the Serpent's head. Mysterious though this promise may
have appeared to the saints of GOD, it clearly pointed to the nullifying in some sense of the work of "that old serpent called the
Devil, and Satan." So far this promise had not been fulfilled, but
the Covenant with Noah was designed to give scope for its fulfilment. The continuity of the human race would give opportunity
for the ultimate fulfilment of this great promise. Noah, therefore,
and the other patriarchs would look forward with hope to the
coming of a Redeemer. The Seed of the woman would be the
Seed of Abraham, and the Seed of David, and ultimately there
would be born in the city of David a SAVIOUR, Which is CHRIST
the LORD. The patriarchs looked forward to this great event.
We look back and we know that, "when the fulness of the time
was come, GOD sent forth His SON, made of a woman, made under
the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we might
receive the adoption of sons" (Galatians iv. 4, 5).
The natural Covenant with Noah and his seed gave opportunity
for the fulfilment of the promises of the eternal Covenant of grace.
Thus the gracious purpose of GOD to bestow eternal life upon
those whom He had given to His dear SON was made to depend on
this Covenant with Noah. Blessed be GOD that He is mindful of
those Covenant engagements which He undertook before the
foundations of the earth were laid. The reiterated promise of
the coming of the REDEEMER has been fulfilled, and the revealed
blessings of the Covenant of grace are now being bestowed upon
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the objects of GoD'S eternal mercy. Moreover, every sinner,
conscious of his sins and desiring mercy, is assured of pardon and
full reconciliation through the blood of the Divine Surety of the
New Covenant.
Lastly, this Covenant with Noah was designed to illuHtrate the
faithfulness of GOD to all His people. His promises to all His
people, whether given to the literal or the spiritual Israel, are as
certain of accomplishment as were His Covenant promises to Noah
and his seed. "With everlasting kindness will I have mercy on
thee, saith the LORD thy REDEEMER. For this is as the waters of
Noah unto Me: for as I have sworn that the waters of Noah should
no more go over the earth; so have I sworn that I would not be
wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee. For the mountains shall
depart, and the hills be removed; but My kindness shall not
depart from thee, neither shall the Covenant of My peace be
removed, saith the LORD that hath mercy on thee" (Isaiah liv. 8-10).
The LORD'S reconciled children can therefore derive comfort from
GOD'S faithfulness in regard to the Covenant with Noah. .AB He
has been faithful in respect of that Covenant, so He will be faithful
in respect of all His promises to His people. Mountains shall
depart and hills be removed, but His kindness shall never depart
from His people.
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE FINAL

E~

OF ELECTION.

THE final end of election is the glory of God. He has predestinated
us to sonship, "to the praise of the glory of His grace." That is,
in order that in the exaltation and blessedness of His people, matter
for celebrating His grace might be abundantly afforded. It is worthy
of remark that here (Ephes. i. 6) as in chapter ii. 7, 1 Cor. i. 27-29,
and elsewhere, the specific design of redemption and of the mode in
which its blessings are dispensed, is declared to be the manifestation
of "the grace" or unmerited favour of God. Nothing, therefore,
can be more foreign to the nature of the Gospel than the doctrine
of merit in any form. It is uncongenial with that great scheme of
mercy whose principal design is to exhibit the grace of God.-Dr.
C. Bodge.
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SCRIPTURE TEACHING ON DIVINE LOVE.
" The love of God."-2 CORINTHlANS xiii. 14.

A CLERICAL reader of our MAGAZINE wrote to us as follows: "I
have been thinking lately over the question of the extent of God's
love. Do you think it Scripturally correct to say to an individual,
'God loves you' ~ . . . Since God's redemptive love is confined
to those whom He has chosen, is it right to say to an individual,
'God loves you' ~ . . . I have lately wondered whether this is
sound theology. . . . I should be glad of your thoughts on this
subject."
We have sent a brief reply to our correspondent, and as a result
()f a suggestion which he made we thought it might be profitable
to write an article on the subject. Others of our readers may
have had the same difficulty, and, if the Lord enables us, we may
be able to help them also in unfolding this subject. In all matters
()f this kind we need to follow closely the guidance and teaching
of God's written and inspired Word. It should be our aim to keep
close to Scripture in all our teaching. Without therefore professing
to exhaust the subject let us consider the teaching of the New
Testament on the subject of Divine love-the love of the Father,
()f the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.
1. First, let us think of the love of God the Father.
We learn that His love extends to His people amongst Jews and
Gentiles. We know from the Old Testament that the people of
Israel were the special objects of His love. They were His chosen,
special and beloved people (see Deut. vii. 6-8). In reference to
their present spiritual condition the apostle says, " As concerning
the Gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the
.election, they are beloved for the fathers' sakes" (Rom. xi. 28).
Even in regard to the people of Israel, it is clear, however, that
Dnly the elect among them will be eternally saved. God, however,
is not the God of the Jews only. He is also the God of the Gentiles.
{See Rom. iii. 29, 30.) The blessings of His love will be extended
t() Gentiles as well as to Jews. The vessels of His mercy which He
ha afore prepared unto glory are found amongst all nationalities.
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To them He makes known the riches of His glory, even to us,
"whom He hath called, not of the Jews only, but also of the
Gentiles. As He saith also in Osee, I will call them My people,
which were not My people; and her beloved, which was not beloved" (Rom. ix. 23-25).
In harmony with this Divine purpose of mercy our Lord in His
conversation with a Jewish inquirer said, " God so loved the world,
that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life" (John iii. 16).
We are aware that many take the word" world" here in an
unlimited sense. We believe, however, that this is one of many
cases where universal expressions are used in a limited sense (see
John xii. 19; xiv. 19; xvi. 20; 1 John v. 19), and that the Lord
here simply teaches that God's great love was not limited to Jews
such as Nicodemus, but that it was extended to a great and innumerable multitude amongst the Gentiles. Certainly we are taught
elsewhere that" God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out
of them a people for His name" (Acts xv. 14). We are further
taught that Christ's death was designed to be the means of gathering
together "in one the children at God that were scattered abroad"
(John xi. 51, 52). We who are saved Gentiles may well thank our
God that His love has extended to Gentiles as well as to Jews.
We are next taught that God's love tor His people is tram eternity.
This is clear if we note that they were chosen in Christ "before
the foundation of the world," and that the same people were
quickened and saved as the outcome of God's rich mercy and
great love (Ephes. i. 4; ii. 4). "He loved us," the apostle saysus, who were chosen in Christ. - The Lord Jesus said to His Father,
"Thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the world," and He
teaches us that the Father has loved His people as He has loved
His only begotten Son. (See John xvii. 23, 24, 26.) The words,
" I have loved thee with an everlasting love," are true of all God's
people, Jews and Gentiles (Jer. xxxi. 3).
His love is prior to ours. "We love Him, because He first
loved us" (1 John iv. 19). What a mercy when we can say, "God,
even our Father . . . hath loved us," loved us even from eternity
(2 Thess. ii. 16). Before the stars shone out in the heavens He had
set His love upon His people, the chosen objects of His mercy.
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His love to them was so great that He sent His Son to be the
propitiation for their sins, and that they might live through Him.
" Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and
sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins" (see 1 John iv.
9-11). " He loved us," i.e., He loved us who are His people. He
" sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins," i.e., the sins.
of us, His people. " Beloved, if God so loved us," the apostle says,
" we ought also to love one another." God's love to His people
should stimulate them to love one another.
How awful would our case be if Ohrist had not satisfied His
Father's judicial wrath against us by offering Himself as a sacrifice
for our sins. Our sins merited eternal death, but He bare our sins.
in His Own body on the tree. He suffered their penalty. Hence r
"we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins,
according to the riches of His grace" (Ephes. i. 7).
God loved His people before they were born. He loved them alsowMn they were dead in sin. "God commendeth His love toward us,
in that, while we were yet sinners, Ohrist died for us " (Rom. v. 8).
" His love toward us," i.e., towards us who are His people. "Christ
died for us," i.e., for us who are His people. Let us keep close to
Scripture. We do not know who are the Lord's chosen amongst
the nations of the world. Scripture, therefore, never warrants us
to say indiscriminately to all and sundry, "God loves you." We
should proclaim to them that they are guilty, lost and helpless
sinners; that they are in danger of eternal ruin, and that" Ohrist
died for the ungodly," that He " suffered for sins the Just for the
unjust," and that every poor sinner who desires forgiveness will
be welcomed, if through grace he- seeks for mercy, trusting only in
the merits of the Lord Jesus Christ. No sinner, however black
he may be, who feels he is a sinner, and wants forgiveness, will be·
rejected. "Whosoever believeth in Him [i.e., in Ohrist] shall
receive remission of sins" (Acts x. 43). Without saying more than
Scripture warrants we may proclaim a full, free and eternal forgiveness of sin to every sinner who is led by the Holy Ghost to'
trust only in the blood and righteousness ofthe Lord Jesus Ohrist.
Close adherence to Scripture does not hamper a servant of God in
proclaiming the Gospel of the grace of God. Witness the lives
of the brothers Haldane in Scotland as an illustration of this.
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We can tell sinners in general that God, out of love to sinful men,
sent His Son to die the Just One for the unjust, that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
-Gospel truth about sin, penalty, the need of repentance toward
God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ, needs to be pro·claimed in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, and when the
Word comes to the hearers in power, and in the Holy Ghost, then
they turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan unto
·God.
God so l.oved His people that He brings them into His family.
"Behold," says the apostle, ".what manner of love the Father
hath bestowed upon us" (His people) "that we should be called
the sons of God. . . . Beloved, now are we the sons of God"
(1 John iii. 1, 2). Membership in God's family is due to His love,
.and all the children:are "heirs of the kingdom which He hath
promised to them that love Him" (James ii. 5).
If an individual is a child of God he may be sure that God loves
him. The Lord Who knoweth them that are His could say, "Jacob
have I loved." Before Jacob was actually born, and before he had
-done "any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to
.election might stand, not of works, but of Him that calleth," God
intimated that He loved Jacob (see Rom. ix. 11-13). In regard
to temporal blessings we read that "He giveth to all life, and
breath, and all things." " He maketh His sun to rise on the evil
and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust."
In respect of temporal things, "the Lord is good to all; and His
tender mercies are over all His works. . . . The eyes of all wait
upon Thee; and Thou givest them their meat in due season. Thou
-openest Thine hand, and satisfiest the desire of every living thing"
{Acts xvii. 25; Matt. v. 45; Psalm cxlv. 9, 15, 16).
The special and peculiar love of God, however, which led Him
to choose and to redeem His people, and which leads Him at the
set time to regenerate them, and which will eventually issue in
in their eternal glorification, is never predicated of any but His
-elect people.
2. Secondly, let us think at the l.ove at God the Son.
The New Testament speaks of Christ's love tor His people, and
lor the Church which is synonymous with His people.
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The apostle says, "Walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us,"
i.e., as Christ also hath loved us who were chosen in Him (Ephes~
i. 4; v. 2.)
Again he says, ".Christ also loved the Church, and gave Himself
for it" (Ephes. v. 25). The Church, not the world, is the object
of His love. Its members are" beloved of the Lord" (2 Thess.
ii. 13).
Their song is, "Unto Him That loved us, and washed us from
our sins in His Own blood . . . be glory and dominion for ever
and ever" (Rev. i. 5, 6). He will make their enemies to know
that He has loved His people (Rev. iii. 9).
The New Testament also speaks of Ohrist's love to individual
members of His Ohurch.

We read the touching words, "Now Jesus loved Martha, and her
sister, and Lazarus." We often have mention made of the disciple
"whom Jesus loved." (See John xi. 5, 36; xiii. 23; xix. 26;
xx. 2; xxi. 20.) Here we have inspired testimony that Jesus
loved particular individuals.
The individual believer may also have the blessed assurance in
his own heart that Jesus loves him. Paul could say, ".The Son of
God, Who loved me, and gave Himself for me" (Gal. ii. 20). Such
an assurance is very sweet and precious, and each believer is
warranted to possess it. The God-given" faith of God's elect"
rests upon One Who loved them and gave Himself for them.
Olm'st's love for His people is incomparably great. He says,
" Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life
for his friends." This is what Christ did. Addressing His disciples
He said, " Ye are My friends, if ye"do whatsoever I command you."
It was for His friends, those whom He loved, that He laid down
His life. (John xv. 13, 14; 1 John iii. 16.)
Ohrist's love for His people is abiding. His people can say, " '¥ho
shall separate us from the love of Christ ~ " (Rom. viii. 35). The
inspired apostle says of Him that, "having loved His Own which
were in the world, He loved them unto the end" (John xiii. 1).
Despite the fact that they forsook Him, He still loved them. How
comforting this! How unfaithful we often are, yet He still loves
us. Though always unworthy of His love, He goes on loving us.
Nothing can part us from His love. Ohrist's love tor His people
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"passeth knowledge." We cannot scale its heights, fathom its
depths, nor measure its length and breadth (Ephes. iii. 17-19).
His love to His people is constraining in its character. " The love
of Christ constraineth us." It takes such hold of His people that
they are influenced by His Spirit to live not unto themselves," but
unto Him Which died for them, and rose again" (2 Cor. v. 14, 15).
His great, surpassing and abiding love for His people is the pattem
-of the love which they should show to each other. "A new commandment," He says, "I give unto you, that ye love one another; as
I have loved you, that ye also love one another" (John xiii. 34).
Thus will they manifest that they are His disciples. We are to
seek for grace to love one another to the same extent, and with the
same constancy as He loved us. "He laid down His life for us,
and we ought to lay down our lives (if need be) for the brethren"
(1 John iii. 16). 0, how we fail to love as He hath loved us! What
reason we have to humble ourselves for our want of love to Him,
and our want of love to each other.
Christ was eternally beloved of His Father, and He says, " As the
Father hath loved Me, so have I loved you" (John xv. 9). Who
~an fathom the depth of meaning in that little word" so," "so
have I loved you" 1 Then the Lord says, "This is ![y commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you" (John
xv. 12).
3. Thirdly, let 'us think of the love of God th-e Holy Ghost.
The word" love" in the New Testament is not associated with
the third Person in the Trinity as it is with the Father and with
the Son. In fact, it is never stated in so many words that the
Holy Spirit loves His people. When, however, we read that" God
is love" (1 John iv. 8, 16), we may rightly understand the words
as denoting that God in Three Persons, Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, is essentially love. Love is an attribute of the Godhead.
Love is an attribute of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost. The everlasting love of God for His people is therefore the
love of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. The salvation of a sinner is dependent on the Three Persons in the Godhead.
The Father sent the Son to redeem. The Son came to redeem
voluntarily. The Holy Ghost brings sinners into the enjoyment
{)f all the blessings of redemption. ~ivine love is behind all this,
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:and the final glorification of a sinner is due to the eternal love of
the l)'ather, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.
The love of the Spirit was manifested in the incarnation of the Son
<of God. He, the Son, was oonceived of the Holy Ghost (Matt. i. 20;
Luke 1. 35).
" In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that
God sent His only begotten Son into the world" (1 John iv. 9).
Christ came into the world in a miraculous manner, through the
.operation of the Spirit. His birth therefore displayed at once the
special love of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost for the
.elect people of God.
The love of the Spirit was manifested in the life, the ministry, and
the atoning work of Christ. The Spirit of the Lord came upon Him,
.and in the power of the Spirit He engaged in His prophetic and
priestly offices. (See Luke iv. 14-18; Acts x. 38; Heb. ix. 14.)
The love of the Spirit for God's people is manifested in the provision
of an inspired Word to be a lamp unto their feet and a light unto their
path. All the knowledge we possess of the love of the Father and
of tbe love of the Son is due to the revelation of that love by the
Spirit in the inspired Scriptures (2 Tim. iii. 16; 2 Peter i. 21).
All the communications concerning the love of the Father, and
the love of the Son, come to us from the Spirit. That is another
evidence of His love to us. He speaks in the written Word.
The love of the Spirit is continually being manifested in the quickening, the regeneration and the conversion of sinners, and in all His
subsequent sanctifying operations.
He is the Author of the new birth. His people are" born of the
pirit." They begin to live as new creatures in Christ through His
power. Those who are in Christ are new creatures, but it is the
Spirit Who unites them to Christ (2 Cor. v. 17; 1 Cor. xii. 13).
He is "the Spirit of life" (Rom. viii. 2). God, by His Spirit,
quickens the dead in sin as the outcome of His great love (Ephes.
.ii. 4, 5). The Spirit convicts them of sin. The secret working of
the Spirit draws them to Christ. Otherwise they would not come
{John vi. 37, 44). The Spirit testifies of Christ to the souls of God's
people (John xv. 26). It is when His inspired Gospel message
.comes to them in power and in the Holy Ghost that their conversion
takes place. (See 1 Thess. i. 5, 6, 9, 10.)
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The blessings of being cleansed from sin, sanctified and justified
are all attributed to the Spirit. God's people are washed, sanctified, and justified, "in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the
Spirit 0/ our God" (1 Cor. vi. 11). These blessings surely indicateHis love to His people. Love for them leads Him to dwell in them
(1 Cor. iii. 16). His love for them enables them to resist the flesh,
and to bring forth that fruit of which He is the Divine Author
(Gal. v. 16, 22, 23).
Love for them leads Him to shed abroad in their hearts a realization of the love which God hath to them (Rom. v. 5). Then they
can say, through the Spirit's gracious operation, "We have known
and believed the love that God hath to us" (1 John iv. 16). The
Spirit is "the Earnest of our inheritance" (Ephes. i. 14). He is,
as Dr. C. Hodge says, " at once the foretaste and the pledge of all
that is lai~ up for the believer in heaven."
It is only those who are indwelt by the Spirit who will be numbered amongst Christ's risen people at the resurrection (Rom.
viii. 11). Their resurrection will be a resurrection to eternal
glory.
Thus the Holy Spirit, being the third Person in the Godhead, is
essentially love, and His love to the people of God was manifested
by the power He exercised in relation to the incarnation, and the
life, and the atoning work of Christ. The same love to the people
of God was manifested in the inspiration of the Scriptures, and is
manifested in all the regenerating and sanctifying operations of the
Spirit.
All the elect people of God therefore are the objects of the
special love of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. That
general temporal favours are bestowed upon all men, in greater or
less degree, is beyond all doubt, but the special and peculiar love
of God is evidently displayed only towards those whom He chose
in Christ before the foundation of the world.
The ways of God both as regards temporal and spiritual favours
are often mysterious to us, but if we receive with meekness
all the teaching of His inspired Word we shall humbly bow
before Him in regard to the mysteries of Hi actings, and say,
"Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in Thy sight" (Matt.
xi. 26).
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" How truly glorious is the love
Of all the glorious Three,Eternal, boundless, sovereign, pure,
Unchangeable, and free!
" The Father's love sent Jesus down
From His Own bright abode;
The Saviour, in His wondrous love,
His life for ours bestowed.
"Drawn by the Spirit's love, we rise,
And breathe for things above,
More swift than eagles' rapid flight,
To see eternal love.
"We pray, repent, believe, obey,
And joy with those above;
Admire, adore, and shout, and sing
Of everlasting love."
(Richard Burnham.)

Whitington Vicarage,
St~ke Fer-ry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR

(Thomas H oughton).

THE PURPOSES OF THE DIVINE WILL.
(From ROMAINE'S Letters.)
THE Scripture is a full description of the purposes of the Divine will
from eternity to eternity. Therein we find a council held, before all
worlds, between the Holy Trinity, and the decrees of this council
confirmed by the Covenant and oath of each of the Divine persons.
This was the great contrivance of Heaven, and it lay in the bosom of
Jehovah with infinite delight. He viewed it as the richest display of
all His Divine perfections, in which, and for which, His glory would
be admired and enjoyed by His creatUres for ever and ever. Emmanuel
was the centre of this Covenant-His becoming Surety for His peopletaking flesh for them-living and dying, that the Divine honours of
the holiness, and truth, and justice of the Godhead might shine forth
in full-orbed glory, for showing mercy to poor sinners; this was, this
is, this will be the eternal subject of praise. . . . All the counsels,
decrees, and works of Jehovah terminate, yea, begin and end in
this blessed Emmanuel."
" 'Give me understanding.' We need a new creation, and who can
grant us that but the Creator Himself 1 He Who made us to live must
make us to learn; He Who gave us power to stand must give us grace
to understand."-O. H. Spurgeon on Psalm cxix. 73.
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WELLSPRINGS.
A HUMBLE FOLLOWER OF THE LAMB.
MRS. MARY BENTLEY passed to her eternal inheritance in March 1927
at the ripe age of 84 years. I had known her for a great many years
and was happy when seeing her successfully nominated on the Aged
Pilgrims' Friend Society, soon after, in the leading of Divine Providence,
we left Staffordshire to reside in Bristol.
It was through his being called to preach in her village of Stapenhill,
Burton-on-Trent, that my late beloved father, "G. C.," began to
know her, and to rejoice as he found so rare a gem in such dark and
dead surroundings. But knowing there had in earlier years been a
Gospel ministry there, we were not altogether surprised at thus finding a zeal to it. She was soon visited by us and doubtless was as
cheered as we were to find a sweet accord and union of spirits, as we
together spake the language of Zion's sons and daughters. Mrs.
Bentley lived a quiet and almost obscure life in the same cottage which
she occupied for many long years to the time of her death, and it was
always a pleasure and profit to drive over and visit her and to hear
her sweet testimony as she told of the faithfulness of her Covenant
God. She had her many trials and sorrows, but I never heard a
rebellious nor impatient word from her. In providential difficulties
she would always assure one that the Lord was still her JehovahJireh, so that when her son died somewhat suddenly, he did not
hesitate to take the care of the fatherless little ones and to seek daily
grace to bring them up in "the nurture and admonition of the
Lord."
During our residence in Staffordshire, at her request I took down
some particulars of her pilgrimage and spiritual experience, for she
could express herself wonderfully, although writing to her was a
difficulty and labour. Her conversations were always weighty and
rich in experience, and the tone of her voice solemn. As she spake
with measured tones one felt always how deep and real and living
her religion was. In this account, she says: "I was born in a little
village about three miles from my present abode, in the year 1843.
Born in sin, and shapen in iniquity, alas so soon to be manifest, for
out of this evil heart of mine, soon proceeded sinful thoughts and
actions. My parents, not being God-fearing people, allowed me to
do many things in which others would have been restrained. Still
at times there was a voice within me, asking, ' Is thine heart right 1 '
and I knew my heart was not right with God. In looking back, I
can see how wonderfully the Lord was watching over me, a sinner by
nature and practice and so far from God. In the year 1860 I was
married to a steady man, 'too good for me' was said by many, but
the Lord knew what to do with me and how to provide for me all
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my life. He knew all my necessities and every step of my future
path, and was providing for me in a way I knew not of.
"At the age of 27, it pleased the Lord, by His Holy Spirit, to show me
my state by nature. I saw what a poor hell-deserving sinner I was.
The distress I was in for months, I could not tell to anyone! My
fear was lest, when I went to sleep, I should awake in hell. It pleased
the Lord to lay His Hand so heavy upon me, mentally and bodily,
that the doctor attending me all the summer and another who was
sent to see me, could not read my case. They were not in the Lord's
secret. My husband, having been brought to the Lord, was very
anxious about my state before God, and against my wish asked the
late Rev. J. S. Serjeant, who was curate here at the time, to come and
see me. Dear blessed man of God! He is now in glory, no wonder
I cherish his memory, being made, as he was, the instrument, in my
God's Hand, of leading me out of darkness into His marvellous light.
I did not want him, but my God sent him and with a portion of His
Word, that fastened, as a nail, in a sure place! The words which he
spake were from the parable of the unfruitful fig tree, and oh! that
, cut it down' I shall never forget. To this day, although it is 21 years
after, I bless and praise my God for sending that message by His
servant. Being very ill indeed one night, and feeling that my end
had come, and knowing my sinful, wicked state before a just and holy
God, I was in an agony of soul, which none but God knew, and He
graciously led me to cry for mercy, when those precious words in
Lamentations iii. 54-57 were given me as a word in season, and oh !
that gracious 'fear not.' By the eye of faith, I saw my blessed
Saviour stretched upon the cross of shame and saying even unto me,
sinful, undone, and unworthy though I was, 'fear not.' All my fears
vanished, and from that night, I began to feel better in body and soul.
My sins were all gone, not in part but the whole, although I did not
fully grasp the truth of it all at once. It seemed too good to be true,
and my soul was greatly exercised during the next two months as to
whether I really was a child of God or not. Then one night, upon my
knees in my own room, I got the answer, 'Thy sins which are many
are all forgiven thee.' What love-' What mercy! But then the
conflict began with the world, the flesh and the devil and my evil
heart."
And the writer goes on to tell of much severe conflict, bitter
persecutions and alternating hope and fears of her own heart. She
was called to walk much alone and to "come out and be separate,"
and to be content to be considered" narrow," but in looking back
she could testify to the loving faithfulness and wisdom of her God in
thus leading her by a way she knew not. And then there were her
seasons of joy also, and none greater than when she was permitted
to hear any of the Lord's sent servants who preached a full Gospel
for empty sinners. Thus she narrated; "I was very much strengthened
in hearing the' Wayside Notes' writer, 'G. C.,' preach in our little
Mission Hall on Sunday evening. He said, 'Do any of you know
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anything about portions of God's Word ringing in your ears for days ~ 7
I thank God I do t and they are seasons of choicest blessing tomy soul. It abides and is something sweet to rest upon. . . . ".
And in referring to once having the privilege of hearing the Rev. H.
Fisher of Leamington, she wrote: "Mr. Fisher said, 'the sheep of
Christ were as safe as if they were already in the fold,' and I believe,
as I have by the power of God been brought as a poor, lost, helldeserving sinner to Jesus as my Saviour, I stand as clean as if I had
never sinned. I look to Him who works the whole and find full
salvation there, because as far as the east is from the west, so far
hath He removed our transgressions from us."
Dear Mrs. Bentley's name was placed upon the gratis list of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE and she often spoke with gratitude of the rich.
portions upon which her soul feasted month by month, whilst it was
very touching to the writer to see in later years occasionally "a
poor widow's offering," in gratitude towards expenses of the MAGAZINE t
In 1891 she wrote: "I have been much blessed and comforted through
reading the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for the last year and eight months.
Therein, I find others of the blood-bought ones, who do not find everything to hand, and yet can say, ' The Lord is my Light and my Salvation. Oh may He continue His favours and mercies to me and leaCl
me in His own way, even though it be through deep waters."
And again: "I was reading the Editor's Preface to the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE for 1891 (Dr. Doudney was Editor) and it brought to my
mind a circumstance which happened to me three years ago. It
may seem a very simple thing to mention, but it taught me then how
far better it was to go direct to God in all our difficulties. I had
swallowed a damson stone and it stuck fast in my throat, making it
very painful all the day, and not getting any relief by evening I
dressed myself for the purpose of going to the doctor's when with
such power came these words, 'He sought not to the Lord, but to
the physicians' (2 Chron. xvi. 12), so that instead of going to man
for aid, I had many a journey to the Lord that Tuesday until the
following Friday, when something being brought me for my dinner,
whilst I was eating, the stone went down, leaving me with a very bad
throat. . . . I see in such a simple thing as this, how the Lord had
a purpose in it."
A review of a closing year finds Mrs. Bentley writing: "I have been
thinking on this, the last morning of the year. It seems such a solemn
time when we look back at all the way which has had its many trials
and disappointments and now find at the close of the twelve months
I have been surrounded by so many blessings, favours and mercies.
Though there are times when we get low down we cannot get below
the everlasting Arms of love. Though there is 'a casting down,' yet
there is also 'a lifting up,' and the promise stands good to me this
morning. 'And 10, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the
world.' 'I am the Lord, I change not.' 'Jesus Christ, the same
yesterday and to-day and forever.' Oh, I do desire to be found thank-
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'ful at the close of another year for all the way the Lord has led me
.and brought me, notwithstanding my murmurings, complaining, and
rebellion. None but those who are redeemed by the precious blood of
'Christ know what it is to carry about a body of sin and an evil heart
'Of unbelief. Such also know the precious Blood which cleanses us
from all sin and makes us long to walk in the Spirit and not to fulfil
the lusts of the flesh. With such a nest of evil in our hearts by nature,
what but the grace of God can foil the tempter's power? What could
wash away my sins but the precious Blood? He was wounded for
my transgressions and He was bruised for mine iniquities. Oh, blessed
report that He has come into the world to save sinners and to save
me from my lost estate. May God, Who crowneth the year with His
goodness, bless me, a poor sinner saved by grace. Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. He seeketh the
lost; saves by grace; leads by a way they have not known; keeps
them by His power; feeds them with living bread; teaches them by
the Spirit of God; guides them into all truth; guards them under
the shadow of His wings; stablishes them in the faith; anoints them
with holy oil; seals them with the Holy Spirit of promise and presents
them faultless before His Father's Throne. Where is man's part in
this? 0 Lord, keep 'me in my right place." And thus with precious
and experimental heart breatillngs, tills dear humble saint closes her
diary from which I have culled, attributing all her salvation to the
grace of God and desiring to give Him all the glory of it.
The reader will have noticed in the former extracts the name of the
late beloved servant of Jesus Christ, the Rev. J. S. Serjeant, whose
Christ-exalting ministry met the needs of the spiritually poor and
hungering sheep, and amongst those who discerned the Gospel's joyful
sound was Mrs. Bentley. When his widow many years later made
.30 visit to her, that was a red-letter day indeed, and she ever cherished
:30 great affection for every member of Mr. Serjeant's family.
She had
l} great love in the Lord also for my beloved father, and it was on
those occasions when he used to preach in a village near her. She
was always there in spite of the long walk and whatever the weather
was. And during the Editorsillp of the beloved G. C. of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, her name as I have said was put on to the gratis list and
that was her monthly feast and means of grace, so that she held the
"Wayside Notes" writer in deep affectionate regard for the truths
he proclaimed by lip and by pen.
When, in his last illness, and having had the sacred privilege of
nursing him for many weeks and there came a time when the doctor
suggested a night nurse, I could not bear the thought of giving him
up to a stranger and my thoughts went out at once to Mrs. Bentley.
We sent over to see what her mind was on the subject, and the carriage
returned bringing her! I shall never forget the humble spirit but
the glad heart out of whose fulness, she told me, she had long asked the
Lord that" if anything happened to dear Mr. Cowell, she might be
permitted the privIlege of nursing him! " So a sweet and tender
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providence over-ruled this circumstance, and it was both helpful and
comforting to hear her pouring out her heart unto the Lord for him
and his sorrowing family, when she was alone in her room. Once he
remarked to her, "I cannot sink with such a prop, can I? " and again,
-" We can't crush the Spirit's work out," and when Mrs. Bentley quoted
to him, " Part of the host have crossed the flood," he said, " Yes, and
they are no longer cramped as we are." And dear Mrs. Bentley read
to him when requested, or seemed to have just the right word to say
to his comfort and peace of mind, that it was a mutual comfort and
joy and an abundant answer to her prayer. Over thirty years later,
when a godly friend visited and ministered to her, the dear aged saint
never wearied of recalling those days and telling of the sacred and
hallowed seasons in that chamber of peace of the dying man of God.
The same visitor has told the writer that Mrs. Bentley "used often
to speak of the deep conviction of sin she had and how the doctor
attending her could not find out what was the matter, but she knew
it was a soul under a deep sense of her sin." On another occasion,
when her visitor remarked upon the stormy pilgrimage and deep
afflictions the dear old pilgrim had been called to pass through, Mrs.
Bentley replied, " I would not have had them otherwise for the world,"
and together, their hearts knit in sweet fellowship and union of spirit,
the visitor and the aged friend would converse tracing the faithfulness and unerring Wisdom and Love of their Covenant God, and
testifying how not one promise had failed them.
Occasionally, the writer would receive a letter from the aged pilgrim.
She wrote under difficulties, for her hands were so crippled with
rheumatism, but her heart was full of good matter and out of the
abundance of it she wrote, always to the praise of a triune Jehovah.
The last letter reads: "I was so pleased to hear from you once again
and I do thank you very much indeed for it and the enclosed Id-nd
present. The Lord is indeed good and kind and gracious still, and
not a jot or tittle fails of all the good things He hath spoken. It is
wonderful how I have been cared for and' kept by the power of God'
all these years through faith in Christ Jesus. I am like a sparrow
alone on the house-top in this'isolated corner of the earth. I often
wonder what for, but my Heavenly Father knows. If spared till the
16th of this month, I shall be 81, and on the 17th shall have been in
this house 63 years. I have been a widow many years, and what can
I say but that goodness and mercy have been with me all the way t
All the way my Father leads me, what have I to ask beside, with the
everlasting Arms underneath me? I was very sorry to lose dear Mr.
Hazleton! The Lord is taking His own Home from the evil to come,
and the times we are living in are such a departing from the old paths.
What a mercy to know we are kept by the power of God and not by
anything that we can do. Mrs. H-- is one of my few friends in
8--. She has the 'G. M.' Mr. and Mrs. 8-- come to see me
and I am very pleased to meet them." She only cared for the company and conversation of those who walked the same path Zionward
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with her. The doctrines of grace were sweet to her heart and she
could not tolerate the superficial teaching of the day, which so dishonours a precious All-sufficient Christ and His full and finished work
for dying, perishing sinners, on Calvary.
Dear Mary Bentley knew she owed all her salvation and all her
desire to Jesus' blood and righteousness, and we might well close this
short account of her by quoting the last page in her little diary as
setting forth her creed and hope :GRACE! "Great Grace." Abounding grace. Continuing grace.
" Riches of grace!" Every grace" Grace 1 'tis a charming sound,"
" Grace first contrived the way."
" Grace brought my wandering feet.'
"Grace taught my soul to pray."
" Grace all the work shall crown."

" By the Grace of God I am what I am."

A sinner saved by grace.
Mary Bentley.
I trust that this short appreciation which I have been asked to
write may be encouraging and unto edification to our readers and
also to the friends and relations of the dear Aged Pilgrim.
R.
THE QUARTO BIBLE AND THE DOCTRINES OF GRACE.
THE Quarto Bible was published A.D. 1576. The following notes are
specimens ;"Faith cometh not of man's will, nor power, but by the secret
illumination of God, which is the declaration of His eternal counsel."On Matt. xi. 26.
" The vineyard is the people whom He hath elected."-On Matt.
xxi. 33.
" Hereby God declareth the certainty of our predestination, whereby
we are saved, because we are chosen in Christ before the foundation
of the world."-On Matt. xxv. 34.
" Christ meaneth not that our sa1vation dependeth on our works,
or merits; but teacheth what it is to live justly, according to godlinessc
and charitie; and that God recompenseth His of His free mercy, likewise as He doth elect them."-On Matt. xxv. 35.
" The elect may waver and be troubled, but they cannot utterly be
deceived and overcome."-On Mark xiii. 22.
"God doth regenerate His elect, and causeth them to obey thc
Gospel."-On John vi. 37.
.
" Our election standeth in the good pleasure of God, which is the
only foundation and cause of our salvation; and is declared to us in
Christ, through Whom we are justified by faith, and sanctified."On John xvii. 6.
There are numerous other passages to the same effect.-(From Dr.
R. P. BLAKENEY'S Doctn:nal Views of the Ref01·mers.)

206

The Gospel Magazine

.$ennon" anb N oteSl of

.sCnnOll~.

DEATH TO THE LAW.-LIFE UNTO GOD.
A

SERMON PREACHED IN BETHESDA CHAPEL, DUBLIN, FEB.
BY THE LATE REV. W. H. KRAUSE, l\LA.

8th, 1852,

" For I, through the law, am dead to the law, that I might live unto
GOd."-GALATIANS ii. 19.
THIS is a very remarkable passage of God's Word, brethren; and
though they are but few words which have been read to you, there
is a body of Divinity contained in them. Now, I have no doubt that
when these words are read in the ears of those who do not study their
Bibles, they are ready to say at once, This is a very difficult text of
Scripture; and I have no doubt that many amongst us, in the indolence of our natural disposition, would be ready to run away from
the examination of it, as being what is called a hard text.
We have an answer, brethren, to make to the men who tell us that
such and such texts are very hard, and that it would be much better
if a minister of the Gtlspel were to take a plain, simple passage of
the Word, and to preach from that. We answer, in the first place,
the texts are generally very hard, when men do not take the trouble
of examining them; and, in the next place, we remind you that
these letters-for our text is taken from a letter written in apostolic
times-were addressed to plain, simple-minded men. Surely, brethren,
you do not think that when the Apostle Paul wrote his letter to the
Romans, or the Ephesians, or to the Galatians, that he addressed
the doctors of Divinity amongst them, and that these were the only
people that he considered to be sufficiently wise to understand these
things. Now, if the apostle wrote these letters for simple-minded,
poor, and uneducated men, who were not indoctrinated in the truths
of the Gospel, but who had only just heard them for the first time,
never let men in our day, and who belong to our Christian congregations, say that these are hard things. You are all of you professedly
brought up in the school of Christianity, at least outwardly; and
are you, brethren, to say of the things which the Apostle Paul wtote
to the Galatian Church, that they are too hard for you to understand 1
0, never let us hear of hard texts again.
I said that there is a body of Divinity contained in this short verse;
and I shall endeavour, the Lord helping me, by the power of the Holy
Ghost, to bring before your minds the force and the meaning of this,
which I deem to be a very remarkable, though not a very hard saying.
The two truths that the passage throws up, upon its very surface,
for us to examine and inquire into, are these:
First: There is the assertion of a fact, whatever it is; and we
must try to find out its meaning: "I, through the law, am dead
to the law."
Secondly: There is the result of that fact: "That I might live
unto God."
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The first part of our subject is a grand statement of Christian
doctrine, which it shall be my business to endeavour to open out to
you: "I, through the law, am dead to the law." The second presents
to us what is the principle, and the character, and the aim of a
Christian's life: "That I might live unto God."
And now, brethren, let me, in the first place, remind you of the
fault which the apostle had discovered in this Galatian Church, and
which it was the whole scope of his letter to that Church to counteract.
These Galatians had been poor heathen idolaters, who knew nothing
{)f the true God. Not like you, who have professedly learned from
your childhood the truths of Christianity, these poor Galatians had
been sunk in idolatry. God sends His Gospel amongst them; and
a people out of that wide district, through the grace of God, receive
that Gospel; they believe a very important truth, upon sound,
honest, credible testimony, accompanied by such demonstration of
the Holy Ghost as made it clear that God was with the preachers
of the Word. Now, it would seem that after these people had received
the Gospel, or had received it to a certain extent, false doctrine crept
in amongst them. Whenever God does a work, the devil does a work
too: whenever God sows the good seed of His truth, then comes the
enemy and sows tares; and so it was amongst these Galatian people.
The consequence was, that the truth became, if not altogether unprofitable, as it was in the case of many who had never received it faithfully,
yet so overlaid with error and false doctrine, even in the hearts of
those who had really received it, that the apostle found it necessary
to write a letter to these people, who had become so entangled in
the meshes of the enemy, in order to bring them back to the very
first elements of Gospel truth; and to show them what damage must
accrue to the peace, if not to the safety, of a man's soul, by his entertaining such doctrines as these.
I hope, brethren, that you understand this simple statement, with
respect to these Galatian people. If you will read over the whole
()f the epistle, you will find that this was precisely their condition.
The Gospel trumpet had sounded in their ears; it had proclaimed to
them pardon and peace, through the Lord Jesus Christ. In came
the enemy, and began to instil into their minds those doctrines that
go with the grain, and these poor people actually became frightened
at the simplicity of the truth; they began to fear that it would not
do to trust exclusively to the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ;
and, therefore, to use a homely expression, they must prop it up by
some of the buttresses of their own doings, or by some of the ceremonial
()bservances of the Jewish Church. And, brethren, we cannot throw
& stone at the Galatian people; for the fault, into which they were
-entrapped by these wrong teachers, is the very fault and corruption
()f all of us naturally. You may depend upon it, it is not natural
"to man to rest implicitly upon the record which God has given of His
Son. God has attested it; Jesus Christ has died in proof of it ;
God sent forth His apostles, performing miracles as evidences of
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the truth of that which they proclaimed; and yet the whole current
of human feeling, sentiment, and opinion is against the truth of God.
God stands ALONE with his Word, and the world stands opposed to Him.
Now, this feeling which is in the human breast, of an unwillingness
to trust Christ, and to look away from self, may show itself in various
forms. I believe that that Pharisee whose story is told to us in parable,
in the 18th of Luke, was a type of this class. That man goes up into
the temple to pray; he stands and he says, "God, I thank thee that
I am not as other men are." I believe it may have been very true,
that he was not as other men, in very many respects. He tells before
the Lord, what he deems to be his own righteousness. He says, "I
fast twice in the week; I give tithes of all that I possess." I do
believe him most implicitly. And moreover, he could look upon.
the poor publican, who was standing afar off, and he could say, " God,
I thank Thee, that I am not as this publican." I believe that, for
the publican may have been a very dishonest man.
Now, I say this man is the type of a class-the type of many of our
moralists in the present day. Why, when men begin to enumerate
all the good deeds that they have done, I believe them most fully.
If a man tells me that he has never put his hand into his neighbour's
pocket to rob him, I believe him. If a man tells me he has never
gone into a shop to plunder it, I believe him. If a man tells me he
has never lifted up his hand to strike or to murder his brother, I
believe him. Unless I have some very good evidence to the contrary,
why should I not believe him ~
Brethren, I do believe that the hope of a large number of men is
no better than the hope of that Pharisee. It has been very well and
very beautifully remarked, that, "It is the very essence of selfrighteousness to cull here and there, from the field of our own actions,
some of the fairer flowers of our life, and to overlook all the rank and
poisonous weeds." And there is another great feature in self-righteousness, which is, trying to discover in somebody else some fault from
which we believe that we are ourselves exempt. I do verily believe
that the hope of a great many men is just this, that they have not
done what somebody else has done. 0, it is miserable hope!
If we had time, we could show you that this Pharisee is the type
of a large class that is springing up most luxuriantly in our own day~
and in our own Church, too. If a man tells me that his hope of
salvation is in his fasting, or in his baptism, or anything else but Ohrist,
I say it is a fiction of his own brain; it is a Dagon which he sets upto worship, and it must fall yet, before the truth of Christ.
Now, this principle which is in the human heart, goes under one·
name in the Scriptures, and that is law. Every man is governed by
law,. it is the principle of working, in order to get peace in our own
breasts. It was the object of the apostle throughout this letter, topull down this high spirit that was in the Galatian people, and to
teach them that no system of law at all can answer this purpose forwhich men resort to it; that it cannot save-it cannot justify; but>
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whatever the law be, be the standard higher or be it lower, it may
condemn, it will convict, it must kill-it never, never can save.
Now, having gone so far, let us next bring before you this great
truth, that this fact of the utter inability of law doings, whatever
they may be, to justify, or even to give a feeling of satisfaction to
the breast of the sinner, opens out to us the very purport of the mission
of the Lord Jesus Christ into this world. Let me give you one or
two passages from this letter to the Galatian Church upon this subject.
In order to counteract this feeling in the human breast, that we
can do something to justfy ourselves before God, the apostle says, in
the 21st verse of this chapter, " If righteousness come by the law, then
Christ is dead in vain." What was the use of the coming of the Lord
Jesus Christ, if you could save yourselves by your own doings? It
is a virtual denial of the Gospel, as the glad tidings of mercy through
the Lord Jesus Christ, when a man says, I can save myself in whole,
or I can save myself in part.
Again, in the 21st verse of the next chapter, the apostle says, " If
there had been a law given which could have given life, verily righteousness should have been by the law." It is as much as to say, What benefit was there in the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, if you could have
done the matter without Him? Now, there is but one alternative
for the man who throws himself upon that as the ground of his salvation: I will tell you what it is.
In the 10th verse of the 3rd of
Galatians, the apostle says, "As many as are of the works of the
law"-(as many as choose to be saved in that particular way)" are under the curse." Do what you will, the law holds you in its
fangs. How?" For it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth
not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them."
If you will, at your leisure, refer to the 2nd chapter of the Epistle
of St. James, you will find that the apostle urges this as a great truth.
He says that the Lord who gave the law meant it to be complete
in all its requirements, and, therefore, if a man break the law in one
single point, " he is guilty of all! "
Let me give you an illustration of this truth; you may find it
to be a useful one.
Did you ever hear of a man standing in a dock before the judge
and the jury, who were to try him by the laws of his country, and
pleading, as the ground for his acquittal, that he may, it is true, have
committed the murder for which he is tried, but he never robbed?
Why, brethren, such a plea would be deemed to be an absurdity;
but yet this is precisely what the Apostle James thinks it necessary
to tell us, because in spiritual things men are a vast deal more absurd
than they are in temporal things. They hold it to be common sense
in their proceedings; God decla.res it to be truth in His Word"Cursed is everyone that continueth not in all things which are
written in the book of the law to do them."
Now, in order to deliver man from this wretched condition in which
he is-being, in the first place, a criminal, and being, in the second
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place, unable to help himself-the Gospel, which reaches that condition, tells the poor guilty, convicted, condemned sinner, obnoxious
to the penalty of a broken law, that the Lord Jesus Christ has paid the
debt; so that the man who knows the Gospel will not be afraid of
hearing the denunciation of God's law against sin; he says, I know
it all, but I have paid the penalty. And this is the point to which
we are coming in our consideration of this passage. Now, says the
apostle, the law crushes, the law condemns, the law kills. And what
did it do 1 It laid hold upon sin in its incarnation, in the Person of
the Lord Jesus Christ. You do not misunderstand the expression,
brethren: there was no sin in Christ; there was all sin upon Christ.
The Lord Jesus Christ stood with the whole weight of curse and guilt
upon Him, as if He had trampled upon every law of God-as if He
had outraged heaven itself, because He stood in His own blessed and
holy Person as the Representative of most unholy and most wicked
men.
Now, observe, this is the point to which all Scripture directs our
attention. Let me give you two passages upon this subject: In
the last verse of the 5th chapter of 2nd Corinthians, the apostle says,
" He hath made Him to be sin for us" (to be dealt with as sin must
be), "Who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of
God in Him." Again, in the 3rd of Galatians, 13th verse, we read,
"Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law." How 1"Being made a curse for us." Now, I do verily think, brethren,
that such language as this has never been considered by a great many
of us. If such a passage were not in the Bible, and if we preachers
were to stand forth in our pulpits and to say, "Sirs, Christ has been
made a curse for us," men would exclaim, Horrible !-terrible language !
God has said it; He has told us, "Christ hath redeemed us from the
curse of the law;" and in this very way, "being made a curse for
us." See the beauty of the truth that comes out here. Here is the
glorious deliverance of all the people of God. Everyone of God's
believing family can say, I have died under the law; it has been
my executioner; it has put me to death in my surety-Jesus.
There is a parallel passage in -the 6th of Romans. In the 10th
and 11th verses of that chapter, the apostle says, " For in that He
died, He died unto sin once" (He died because He was bound to die),
" but in that He liveth, He liveth unto God. Likewise, reckon ye also
yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus
Christ our Lord." If you take these two verses and consider them
{)arefully, you will arrive at the discovery of very false doctrine, which
is often put forward in connection with that passage. The explanation that is often given of the 11th verse, forgetting the 10th, is this,
Look upon yourselves as men who, by a spiritual regeneration, have
no sin dwelling within, sin has been so completely weakened; and
look upon yourselves as being, therefore, alive to God. Now, if that
is the interpretation of the 11th verse, what is the meaning of the
10th, where it is said that the Lord Jesus Christ died unto sin once?
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Do they mean to tell us that the Lord Jesus Christ died unto sin by
the mortification of His sinful propensities? Was there a particle
of evil to sully the fair spirit of the blessed Lord? Then, whatever
the 10th verse means, the 11th verse means the same, and the doctrine
taught in this passage is this: Christ died as the guilty One. It was
necessary and just that. He should suffer; He is alive unto God, He
cannot die any more, because sin has been taken away; therefore,
says the apostle, consider yourselves as dead unto sin; consider
yourselves as having paid the penalty, the law having received the
utmost of its demands for satisfaction, the law having been honoured,
the law having been magnified. This is the apostle's argument: As
Christ died under the crushing weight of the law, and as He rose again,
so look at yourselves as identified with Christ, and see yourselves as
delivered from the penalty of the law.
It is just the same idea which is set before us in the 3rd of Colossians.
where the apostle says, "Ye are dead." Not dead to the feelings
and motions of sin, for this is not fact. Take the oldest Christianthe man who is almost breathing within the precincts of heaven; he
will tell you that he feels the stirrings of the flesh as strongly as he
did when the Lord, at the first, shed light into his mind. Therefore,
it is not true, in this sense, that the man of God is dead; but it is
true that" his life is hid with Christ in God;" or, as the apostle
says, in the verse immediately following our text, "I am crucified
with Christ." When the Lord Jesus Christ died on the cross, His
Church died with him; therefore, we now come to the precious
truth which is declared in our text: "I, through the law, am dead
to the law;" I have died with Christ; I have done all that is wanting
and I am no longer under the penalty of the law; I have been delivered
from its fangs, from its curse. Brethren, this truth is the only solid
ground of comfort to the poor sinner; it takes away all fear, all
uncertainty, and all self-righteousness.
Now, what is the result of all this? The apostle tells us, "That
I might live unto God "-as in the 6th of Romans, the Lord Jesus
Christ is represented as being loosed from the hold of the law; the
law having been completely satisfied, He lives, He is free.
This may be an explanation to you of a passage, into the force of
which you may, perhaps, never have entered. In the 9th of Hebrews,
28th verse, the apostle says, " So Christ was once offered, to bear the
sins of many, and unto them that look for Him shall He appear the
second time, without sin, unto salvation." Sin has nothing whatever
to do with Him now. As He walked this earth the Representative
of His people, He was gathering upon Himself, step by step, if I may
so say, the curse of this world in which He was; when He did, as
Luther has said, enwrap Himself in the curse, it crushed Him; He
died unto it; He was set free; He lives. This is the apostle's argument: You have died to the law, through the law. You are at
liberty; and now you are to live unto God. This, brethren, is the
very spring and energy of a Christian's life.
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When these glorious doctrines of the Gospel are set forth, how often
do we hear it said that they will land men in rank Antinomianism.
God tells us that this high principle and standing of a Christian man
becomes the most intense spring and motive in his breast, to urge him
to such a life, as shall give evidence before the world that he is a man
of God. I shall give you but one out of numerous other passages
of Scripture, upon this point. In the 3rd of Colossians, the apostle
says, "Ye are dead, and your life is hid \\'ith Christ in God." It
appears to me that privilege cannot be put in stronger language than
this; and the consequence is, "when Christ, who is our life, shall
appear, then shall ye also appear with Him in glory." Now for the
Antinomianism: most extraordinary logical inference the apostle
draws from this! "Mortify, therefo1'e, your members, which are
upon the earth." Because everything has been done for you-because
you are saved, and because you are sure of coming with Christ in His
glory, "mortify therefore." There is apostolical logic, there is
evangelical inference. Keep that argument in mind, brethren;
learn that passage of Scripture by heart; and if twenty times in a
day you hear it said that the declaration of such precious truths
opens the door to licentiousness, quote that passage twenty times in
a day.
This living unto God is totally different from anything of the morals
of the world. I would be the last person to deny that there is a
great deal of morality in the world, and among men who do not
possess a particle of Christianity. If I see a man walking reputably
in the. world; if I see that he is benevolent and kind in his actions,
I hope I shall ever be one of the first to admit every fact that I see
brought out in the history and life of that man. I will not malign
him-I will not slander him; but I say, this morality must come
very far short of a Christian's morals.
The 13th of 1st Corinthians is a chapter that is a great favourite
with the people of the world. That chapter tells us a great deal about
charity. If a man has money to spare, and if he is princely in his
gifts, but especially if he exhibits anything of self-denial (and I do
wish we all knew more of denying ourselves for the cause of Christ,
and the good of our fellow-creatures), that man is put down as one
that is sure to be saved, because he is so charitable. In that 13th of
1st Corinthians, I find the apostle saying, "Though I be tow all my
goods to feed the poor "-there is liberality-and" though I give my
body to be burned "-there is self-denial-" and have not charity,
it profiteth me nothing." Charity is not dispensing what you want,
or what you do not want; but charity is love, springing from fellowship with God-from communion with the Lord Jesus Christ-from
the in-dwelling of the Spirit in the soul; and this is the only love
that God recognizes. Therefore, it is possible for a man to be
benevolent, useful, self-denying in many respects, and still to be
destitute of the principle that makes all this acceptable to God.
And what is this principle ~ It is having God introduced as an
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-element into the man. Whenever you want to know whether a man
is a good man, just ascertain whether he knows anything of this
godly element; if not, all that you see outwardly is nothing but
sounding brass and tinkling cymbal. And what is this godly element?
-It is living unto God. It is, in the first place, deliverance from
the wrath of God. Before a man can serve God, he must have the
spirit of liberty.
What a beautiful illustration of this truth we have in the ordinance
of the cleansing of the leper. The leprosy, you know, was a loathsome disease; the person affected with it was excommunicated from
the congregation of Israel. When that man was clean, God directed
that the priest should take two birds; one of these birds was to be
killed over running water. The living bird was to be dipped in the
blood of the sacrificed one, and was then to be let loose. Now, whilst
this ordinance presented the work of Christ in the double aspect of
His death and of His resurrection, as delivered from sin; and whilst
it presented the deliverance of the poor leper also-it seems to be a
most apt and beautiful illustration of that which we are now considering-that the man who through the law is dead to the law, now lives
unto God; he is not afraid of anything being laid to his charge, and
he can, therefore, go before the Lord in a spirit of liberty.
Brethren, you cannot serve God without this spirit; you cannot
offer up a prayer to Him, unless you believe that you have a right
to go unto Him as your Father. This living to God is a Divine
principle. The Holy Ghost takes of the things of Christ, and shows
them to the heart, and this gives a spiritual tone and character to
the man. It is the very spiritual appetite of the man. Do not
misunderstand me, as if I were laying it down, that this is a Divine
principle implanted in the hem·t, and that we are to make the best
of it. This Divine principle is in heaven. There is a communication
of life from Christ to the soul; there is a feeding upon hidden manna;
there is a sustenance of the soul underground; there is an unseen
nourishment of the roots. God does not give His people a stock of
grace; no such thing. Our life is in Christ. The believer living on
the Lord Jesus Christ is brought into fellowship with God. This
living to God, as I before said, is a Divine principle; it gives a spiritual
tone and character to the man. Have you that? All else is but
the automaton of mechanism. It may go very well whilst the weights
and the springs are in order, and are kept in motion, but it is destitute
of life.
Brethren, think of these things, and remember that the first pulsation of this life in the spiritual system, is in the belief of the Gospel;
and depend upon it, the more lively faith is in the power of the Holy
Ghost, the more it goes out upon the righteousness and the allsufficiency of the Lord Jesus Christ-the more clearly and distinctly
will the work of grace appear in the outward walk and conduct of
the believing man.
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EXTRACTS FROM A SERMON

By THE REV. RALPH ERSKINE, Mni'ISTER OF THE GOSPEL IN
DUNFERMLINE, PREACHED AT GLASGOW, ON MONDAY,
OCTOBER 4th, 1747.
(Continued from page 165.)
" We k1Ww that all things work together for good to them that love God.
to them who a1'e the called according to His pU1']Jose."-RoMANs
viii. 28.

1. If your love to God be such as flows from, and evidences His
everlasting love to you, and purpose of grace concerning you, then
this loving purpose towards you has produced in you a loving purpose
towards Him. For what purpose is it? It is a purpose of marriage
with the Son of God. His purpose of marriage with you from eternity
hath produced in you a purpose of marriage with Him in time. Can
you tell me, if ever such a purpose was wrought in your heart? It
is true there are purposes that come to no effect; but this is an
effectual purpose, that hath taken effect; insomuch that you could
find no rest till the match was made up, as Noami said of Boaz,
when purposing to match with Ruth (chap. iii. 18): "The man wiII
not rest till he hath finished the thing:" even so, Christ Jesus, when
betrothing a sinner to Himself, as He will not rest till He hath finished
this thing, so He works in the soul that purpose also, that He cannot
rest till that thing be finished. Now can you say, there was a time
when the Lord wrought such a purpose of marriage with him in your
heart, that you could not rest till it was some way finished by a joining
hands with the Son of God? Insomuch that when He offered His
heart and hand to you, you were made to offer your heart and hand to
Him, saying, "Lord, take Thou me to Thyself; take Thou me, for sucn
is the deceitfulness of my heart that I know not if I dare say, Even
so, I take Thee: that is, indeed, what I would be at ; but seeing it is
Thou, even Thou only that canst make it sure work, and a sure bargain; therefore, I put the making of the marriage in Thy own hand.
o take me to be Thine for ever :- I offer myself with a thousand goodwills; 0 take me, take me; take me and my blessing to eternity. I
put my heart into Thy hand, and I leave it with Thee." Tell me,
man, woman, were you brought to such a purpose as this? 0 poor
soul, it is a fruit of His purpose from eternity of marrying you; it
is a fruit of your being given to Christ in the council of peace, for Christ
says (John vi. 37), " All that the Father hath given Me, shall come to
Me." Again, if His loving purpose towards you has produced a loving
purpose in you towards Him, then it is not only a purpose of marriage
with Him, but also a purpose of cleaving unto Him; a purpose
never to leave Him; a purpose to abide with Him: as His purpose
is to abide with them for ever (John xiv. 19); so it produces a purpose
in them to abide with Him for ever; saying, with Ruth," Intreat
me not to leave Thee, or to return from following after Thee; for
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where Thou goest, I will go; where Thou lodgest, I will lodge : Thy
people shall be my people: and Thy God my God" (Ruth i. 16). It
is a purpose to bed and board with Him, if I may be allowed the
expression; to live and die with Him; and to live upon Him, for
wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption. Again, another
part of the loving purpose in them that His purpose doth produce,
is a purpose, through grace, to glorify Him: they purpose to glorify
Him in time, and to glorify Him through eternity. However little
they reach of their purpose while here below, yet this is a peculiar
~isposition wrought in all that love God, by virtue of their being
« called according to His purpose," that they have a great inclination,
.a strong purpose to glorify Him with their hearts, their lips, and lives.
They "are a chosen generation, a peculiar people, that they should
show forth the praises of Him Who hath called them out of darkness,
into His marvellous light" (1 Peter ii. 9). These are they who love Him
and whose love to Him flows from, and evidences, His everlasting
love and Gospel of grace to them.
2. If your love to God be such as is a fruit of His everlasting
purpose towards you, then it will produce. in you an everlasting purpose
towards Him; thus to cleave to Him, and serve Him, and glorify
Him. There are some fleeting purposes which many have, which last
but for a moment; but the believers' purpose, to glorify God, and
enjoy Him for ever, is an everlasting purpose; it is a firm, permanent,
fixed, habitual, constant purpose. Whatever winds may drive him
from the thing he purposes; yet no wind can drive him from his
purpose, when once it is wrought of God in his heart. Temptation
may drive him from seeking and serving his God some time; but
yet the temptation cannot drive him from his purpose of seeking and
serving the Lord. He may be drawn to sin; but he can never be
iliawn to a purpose of sinning, or a purpose of living in sin; nay, if
some strong corruptions prevail against him, and lead him captive,
yet he can confidently appeal to Heaven it was never his stated
purpose; and it was against his purpose, and against his prayers,
and against his tears, and against his hope, that such and such an
iniquity prevailed against him. It ii with him as it is with a mariner
that sets out for such a distant haven, with a full purpose to sail
straight to it; but against his purpose he is carried to this port and
that port, which he never designed; and, perhaps with cross winds,
carried hither and thither; yet still his purpose remains: and he
never rests till he come to the place he designed.
3. If your love to God be the fruit of His eternal purpose and decree,
then your heart will be reconciled to these eternal counsels of God,
-concerning the choosing of some and passing by others. The doctrine
of predestination, which the apostle here speaks of in the context,
will not be a terrible and harsh doctrine to you: you are brought to
;such a view of the absolute sovereignty of God, that you dare not
-quarrel with His decrees; nay, your heart will justify God, and
:acquiesce in His wise and sovereign disposals, saying, "O! is it not
15
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fit and right that the potter make of the clay what he plea es ? and
that God have mercy on whom He will have mercy?" etc. "Is
there then unrighteousness with God? God forbid" (Rom. ix. 14,.
15, 19, 20).
4. If your love to God be the fruit of His everlasting love and
purpose of grace towards you, then your love to Him will be accompanied with the admiration and adoration of free and sovereign grace ;.
you will not only stoop to sovereignty, without quarrelling against His
decrees, but you will admire and adore the freedom of His distinguishing
love, and ascribe all the glory and praise of every part of your salvation
to this free and sovereign mercy of God. You will desire to say with
the apostle, "0 the depth of the riches, both of the wisdom and
knowledge of God! how unsearchable are His judgments, and His
ways past finding out! " (Rom. xi. 33) and to acknowledge with the
same apostle, "He hath saved us, and called us with a holy calling~
not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and.
grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus, before the world began"
(2 Tiro. i. 9). You will desire to admire the beauty and glory of all
the links of the golden chain here; "Whom He did foreknow, them
also He did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His Son.
Moreover, whom He did predestinate, them He also called; and whom
He called, them He also justified; and whom He justified, them He
also glorified."
Secondly, try whether all things shall work for your good, by the
begun experience of the thing itself, whether you have found already
the footsteps of this truth in your hearts, God's making all things
work together for good. Try if He hath begun to make some things
work already for your good; for, if He has begun to make some or
many things already work for good to you, hence you may conclude,
He will go on to make all things work together for good to you. I
shall reduce this to four heads :1. Have ever any of you been brought under sickness and distress
of body? Rub up your experience a little, and reflect upon it,
·,vhether or not has this done you good? Did it humble you to the
dust that you were dwelling in -a house of dust? And did it bring
your sin and guilt before you, and make you fly for refuge to a Saviour ?
Did it bear in the apprehensions of mortality upon thy heart, and
excite thee to seek after a happy immortality? Was it a praying
time, a wrestling time, a mourning time, and a turning time? Some
are the worse of affliction; but are you the better? Can you say,
" It was good for me that I was afflicted" ?
2. Hath ever any here sustained some great temporal losses, so as
you are brought low in outward respects? Well, consider if ever it
wrought for any good to you: was you made to search the cause and
see your sin lying at the door? and what particular sins provoked
the Lord? And dost thou now see that these things are not the best
things, and that vanity is written upon them, and upon all things
under the:sun ?fLAnd, by this, thy heart hath been more set a-pursuing
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after the one thing necessary. Do you see your loss made up in God,
and in communion with Him 1 and thereupon, art satisfied in the
last God you have got 1 For the first gods you set your heart upon
were vain and perishing objects of love; but now you are where you
should be, and where you would be; only you would still have more
and more nearness to this true and everlasting, ever-living God 1 Or,
have you learned to live a little more upon the providence of God, and
upon the promises of God in the use of lawful means 1 Are you brought
to prize a little from God, and receive it with thankfulness 1 whereas
before, you could nauseate a feast; "The full soulloatheth the honeycomb." Or, are you brought unto this disposition, to see more evil
in thy heart, than thou wouldst believe was in it 1 That it is a
murmuring, covetous, and impatient heart, as well as a hard, wicked,
and wandering heart 1 And art thou humbled before God for the
pride of thy heart 1 This is some good.
3. Has God left you to yourself to commit such and such sins,
whereby God is provoked, and your peace is disturbed 1 Now, what
good have you got of this dispensation 1 Hath it cost you many
tears in secret 1 Many a long look to the fountain opened for sin,
and for uncleanness 1 Or, has the Lord thereby given you a sight
of your nature 1 "I was conceived in sin, and shapen in iniquity."
Has it bred in you a holy watchfulness against every sin 1 Or, hath
it occasioned your admiring the free, absolutely free grace of God in
Christ, and the long-suffering patience of God 1 Hath it made you
pity others under the same temptation 1 and to layout thyself more
for honouring God than ever you did 1 Surely then it has wrought
for good to thee.
4. Have you been brought under the hidings of God's face 1 and
hath this been for good to you 1 Is sin imbittered, because it is the
cause of it 1 Hath it endeared the presence of God more to you ~
Hath it awakened you to more frequency and fervency in holy duties ~
Hath it made you more useful and helpful to poor tempted and deserted
ones than before, when they are saying, " Alas! there was never any
like me! I am a reprobate! it is in vain for me to wait on the means
of grace" 1 Well, you may tell sucli, "If it was so with you, it was
so with me, and this may give some relief." See what experience
you have of God's beginning to make all things work together for
your good. Hath He begun to do so 1 Well," He is a rock, and
His work is perfect." He will make all things work for good.
" UNITY is not always the mark of a true Church, and true ministry.
Here were four hundred men (Ahab's prophets) that prophesied with
one mind, and one mouth, and yet all in an error."-Matthew Henry.
" As everything in the Bible leads us to Christ, we should suspect
every doctrine, system, or theory which has a contrary tendency.
That view of religion cannot be correct which does not make Christ
the most prominent object."-Dr. O. Bodge.
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"AS THEY WENT . . . JESUS MET."
ST. MA'IT. xxviii. 9.

·WE have recently been meditating on the Cross and the Triumph,
seeing, and that only dimly, what our sins cost our Redeemer and
rejoicing with Him in His victory. We have mourned with Him,
for it was for us He suffered. He drank the cup, the full cup of wrath
for our sins. No human heart can conceive what agony He endured
in Gethsemane, for it was not physical agony alone. Sin, so abhorrent
to His sinless soul, so exceedingly repulsive, overwhelmed Him with
its magnitude. "How am I straitened (or 'pent up,' Weymouth)
till it be accomplished."
"Did e'er such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so l'ich a crown? "
For it was love that impelled Him. Such love! Triune Love!
The Father" so loved that He gave His only begotten Son." The
Son" loved me and gave Himself for me." "Likewise . . . the Sp'irit
Himself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be
uttered." Who can fathom the depth of the love of the Triune God?
It passeth all understanding, covenanted before the world began,
-embracing every need, covering every sin, bearing and loving through
all, hating the sin but loving the sinner. It is grace culminating in
glory. Love triumphant removes every obstacle, uplifts the fallen,
cheers the despondent, points to glory.

" 0 love of God, 0 sin of man."
How stupendous the sin and the love. They met on the cross.
"It is finished." Complete in Him, by the sacrifice of Himself,
.Himself" Finished all the types and shadows
Of the ceremonial law,
Finished all that God had promised,
Death and hell no more shall awe.
, It is finished,'
Saints from hence your comfort draw."
And on that first Easter morning, in the early dawn, when our
Saviour's devoted sorrowing friends went forth in sadness (for He
had died on the shameful cross, He had lain in the grave), and all
seemed dark all round, then the gladness began. The loving women
had been to the grave and He was not there. He was not there, for
He had risen" as He said." What He promises He will perform,
and death could not hold Him. The angel who rolled away the stone
from the Sepulchre and sat upon it, calmed the fearing women and
commissioned them to " go quickly and tell His disciples that He is
risen from the dead." And then, as they went to tell His disciples,
behold Jesus met them, and oh! what loving cheering words fell
from His lips. "All hail! " or as it is rendered in the margin, "0
joy!" Delighted as they were to see Him alive again they were not
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more delighted than He was to be with them. It is such a sweet
simple picture of the meeting again. "0 joy, all hail." This same
Jesus, triumphant over death, was the Lover still of those with whom
He companied before His death, and He was eager to spread the goocl
news. -" Go, tell my brethren." His brethren still, and He still led
the way. "Tell My brethren that they go into Galilee, and there
shall they see Me." What must it have when they saw Him, when
they heard Him, when they touched Him, when they talked with
Him, when they walked with Him, when He did eat before them, all
just as He did before time, only there was also the triumphant "0
joy" of finished salvation.
And then after these resurrection meetings, "He led them out as
far as to Bethany," the place of happy hallowed memories, " and He
lifted up His hands, and blessed them. And it came to pass, while
He blessed them, He was parted from them, and carried up into Heaven."
" He was taken up; and a cloud received Him out of their sight. And
while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold,
two men stood by them in white apparel; which also said, Ye men
of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven 1 This same Jesus,
which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner
as ye have seen Him go into heaven."
And so in all these intervening days, between His ascension and
His coming again, we who love Him and are loved of Him are looking
up for this same Jesus. I love to read the description of Him in the
Patmos vision, in the midst, clothed with a garment down to the
foot, and girt about the breasts with a golden girdle, indicating love
and service. Then His words as he laid His right hand of strength
upon His beloved servant, "Fear not."
Dear Christ-loved reader. See within the veil the marvellous love
from all time, in all time, and to all time of thy all-glorious Lord.
" Oh for this love let rocks and hills
Their lasting silence break;
And all harmonious human tongues
The Saviour's praises speak,"

Our delight is Himself and the threefold cord of love. His delights
are with the sons of men, the purchase of His love. Don't let us
look at all these glorious things in the aggregate, but individually, for
me, for thee.
And in difficulties, in sorrows, in distresses let us look
back and see how He has helped us hitherto, and will do all the journey
through. Rutherford, of saintly memory, wrote in one of his letters,
" Glorify the Lord in your sufferings, and take His banner of love
and spread it over you; others will follow you, if they see you strong
in the Lord. Their courage will take life from your Christian courage.
Look up and see Who is coming, lift up your head. He is coming to
save in garments dyed in blood and travelling in the greatness of Hi:;
strength. I laugh, I smile, I leap for joy, to see Christ coming to
save you so quickly. Oh, such wide steps Christ taketh! Three or
four hills are but a step to Him; He skippeth over the mountains."
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Yes, He comes to His beloved so quickly to relieve. Have you not
found it so ~ I have many times. "Before they call, I will answer."
Calvary-the Resurrection. Death and Resurrection. Partakers
'with Him, and partakers of Him. Christ the Lord is risen to-day:
Allehtia!
Think upon these things. Dwell on them, and by the Holy Spirit's
power, rejoice in them.
NETTlE.
THE WORD OF THE LORD.

DA VID said, "How sweet are Thy words unto my taste, sweeter than
honey to my mouth." Did he refer to the "exceeding great and
precious promises" of God, to his own particular promise, for instance,
that God would give him a son to sit upon his throne, and to build
the temple ~ That promise must have been precious to him, when
Nathan called the child's name Jedidiah, because of the love which
the Lord bore to him. How great was the performance of the promise
when the dying King left with Solomon the pattern of the house and
saw him anointed. How precious also were the general promises as
they might be called, such as that God would build up Zion, that He
would fulfil the desire of them that feared Him, that He would not
fail His people, nor forsake His inheritance. It is by the promises
of God, Peter says, that the possessors of faith are" made partakers
Qf the Divine nature." A friend and I were wondering what that
expression means, what it is to be a partaker of the Divine nat,ure by
the promises. We came to the conclusion that" partakers" stand
for" recipients." They are enriched with the gifts and mercies of
God's goodness, i.e., His Divine nature. When David said that he
would have fainted if he had not believed to see the goodness of God
in the land of the living, he was believing that God, his exceeding joy,
would do for him what He had promised, and give him of His eternal
favours. But perhaps when he said> "How sweet are Thy words,"
he was thinking of the Lord's precepts, how he loved them. How
he would have loved to hear all-the precepts of the New Testament of
Qur Saviour, those which fell from the Lord's own lips, those which
the apostles put before us, for our learning. How gracious it is of
the Lord what He would have us do and think, how He would have us
walk in love as dear children. Even in the great fight of affliction
He would have us follow in His steps Who reviled not again. How
high are the exactions of love, how weak we are to fulfil them; and
yet what encouragement there is to us in His very enjoinings and
directings. He does not mock His children in such chapters as
Romans xii., and ~any another, but He gives more gTace, and they
must be walking on sure ground who seek to adorn the doctrine of
their Saviour in these things. Who is he that will harm them if they
be followers of that which is good ~ For none can condemn if He
approves. Perhaps David was thinking of God's commandments:
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bow sweet they were. "Tell thy servant," he prayed what to do.
" Shall I go up 1 " and the Lord answered him and showed him the
way. How sweet was God's law and His testimonies, His unchanging
snd unchangeable salvation, that no centuries could alter. How
sweet were the words of redemption, spoken ages before, and which
are still the same. How dear to him were the Lord's reproofs, that
brought him back contrite and repenting into the good and the right
way. How sweet were the Lord's words of love, but THEY were
beyond knowledge. "Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth." It may
be that when" Eli perceived that the Lord called the child" and so
told him to say, "Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth," he per-ceived also that in such an attitude is bound up all that a living soul
learns until it sees God face to face. Speak, Lord, to us, and make
us hear. Multitudes and multitudes have no ears to hear, no hearts
to understand, no aspirations to be kindled, no affections to burn with
His words. They are no servants of His, watching, waiting, looking.
Rather they say, "Our lips are our own, who is Lord over us 1 "
But" blessed are your ears," Jesus said, "for they hear," and it is
the words of eternal life that come to them, the words of love and
peace and mercy and help and strength. It was the Word of the
Lord that came to Eli from the lips of the child, and he bowed his
head and worshipped. "It is the Lord, let Him do what seemeth
Him good." "And the Lord appeared again in Shiloh, for the Lord
revealed Himself to Samuel in Shiloh by the Word of the Lord."
May the same mercy come to us. May it come to us again and again,
and remain until we see His face and know, even as we are known.
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" HAD we not been in Covenant united to Adam, the first, we never
would have died. If we are not in Covenant united to Adam, the
second, we shall never have part in the resurrection of the just. By
imputation of Adam's sin to us we die; by imputation of Christ's
righteousness to those born into the faith of Him, men live. "That
as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through
righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord."-Rev. J. R.
Anierson.
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TERSE QUESTIONS.
" Wherefore didst thou doubt? "-1'l'UTTHEW xiv. 3I.
THERE are numerous terse questions running throughout the Word
of God. Depending on the Holy Spirit to edify, let us dwell on some
leading thoughts from a few of them.
The first which suggests itself is " Where art thou?" (Gen. iii. 9).
" Where art thou" this moment, dear reader, in the sight of God as·
to spiritual realities ~ Your heart is right or wrong. It is wrong,
dangerously wrong, if the Holy Spirit has never yet roused you to
dwell on this question. He, and He only, can apply spiritual things
to us and apply us to spiritual things. We are in dense natural darkness, we are momently in deadly danger. Do ponder the question,
and do not put it away from you before it has assumed its right place
and proportions in your mind. Your eternal state is in jeopardy.
Is thine heart right, washed in the precious redeeming blood of the
Saviour ~ Or" Where art thou ~" Art thou still in the precincts of
death and danger, as Adam was when the Lord God Almighty came to
"where" he was and addressed that momentous question to him ~
You will be securely hidden from the judgment of sin if you hide in
the Lord Jesus Christ as your Sin-bearer and Substitute.
The child of God, however, can definitely answer that his heart is
right in the sight of God. In spite of indwelling sin, in spite of many
slips and falls, we know that our heart is changed and renewed by
the Spirit of God. Our desire is to keep His commandments, our
aim is to frame our whole lives according to His ·Word, much as this
astonishes and perplexes ungodly people. They do not understand
that we derive our strength from Him; nor that the conflict between
the old and new nature in us is ever going on, and hence that sometimes victory, sometimes failure is and must be the incessant lot of
the true Christian. Yet the true Christian knows full well that it is
so. "·When I fall, I shall arise" once more in His renewing power,
is his thankful assurance. The Lord cleanseth His people from all
sin and causes them to " walk in the light of the Lord." And because
we know that we are beset wit]J. endless trials and temptations, we
realize that we need to have our hearts tried and searched by the
Holy Spirit, to keep us in the right way, to quicken us when we grow
careless, and to bring us back when we wander from the straight
course. We feel our need to "pray without ceasing," seeing that.
there is no ceasing of our conflict.
Treading a treacherous road with many allurements, and with.
many attractions around, we must needs be kept steadfast in our
walk by a power greater than our own. It is only as we look off
"unto Jesus" for guidance, and lean on our Beloved for support,
and watch and pray at every step, that we can hope to grow in grace
and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. We are
being watched by the world and Satan, and are being built up and
kept by the power of God, steady and faithful in aim and purpos~
to follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth.
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Ah! let us as His children be ever on our guard as to Satan's deadly
devices to draw us downward into danger. He is constantly trying
to tempt and lure us with worldly loves, attractions and pursuits,
but if we are filled with the Spirit, we shall not very easily be caught
in any of the death-traps that encompass us daily. "What saith My
Lord unto His servant?" (Josh. v. 14). Not only have we much to
" say" both to and about our Lord, but our Lord has also much to
" say" to us. He is ever speaking to the listening" servant," "Him
shall ye hear in all things whatsoever He shall say unto you (Acts iii.
22). To be perpetually on the alert to catch every whisper of His
voice, should be our constant attitude. ~e speaks to guide, to encourage, to reassure, to prompt, to comfort, to check, to reason, to warn.
His voice is never silent towards His loved ones. How ofteu He
whispers His love into our hearts, how often a still small Voice sounds
with intense sweetness through our inmost being. Perhaps to reveal
some graud love token in His Word as something fresh; perhaps to
remind us of some forgotten promise of His Own. He has spoken
and we have heard" what (He) saith." And we have gone on our
way so blest that the message had to overflow to others, and they
have heard it too, not as our message but as His!
And He is asking us, " What doest thott here?" (1 Kings xix, 9).
Are we always pressing forward 1 Would that we could oftener say
with the Apostle Paul, "I press toward the mark for the prize of
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus." In one sense we can always
say this. For we know that we have heard the "High Calling of
God;" we aim at one" mark;" we" press" on momently; and our
" prize" is sure. Only we are so apt to falter and to loiter; we
quickly forget, we easily grow slack, we turn sleepy, we slip back.
But" I am the Lord; I change not," Well for us that His Almighty
" I" more than counterbalances our weak human" 1." " I press·
toward the mark "-when I don't forget! But He always remembers!
Not on our fickleness, but on His unchangeableness everything
depends. Our Father, our Redeemer, our Sanctifier, knows no change.
Hence, despite the various questions that meet us momently on our
onward course, our immutable God -is beside us to uphold, and our
Rock of Ages stands secure. ·Whatever sorrows and storms may
meet us, we may yet look up and say with confidence, " The Lord is
my Shepherd, I shall not want." Perchance the last question He
will ask us on the borderland will be, " Wherefore didst thou doubt? ,.
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
New EUham, S.E.9.
" PROTESTANT to the very heart's core as the Queen is, she is shocked
and grieved to see England forgetting her position, and the higher
classes and so many of the younger clergy tainted with this leaning
towards Rome, for it is nothing else."-Queen Vict01'ia to Mr. Gladstone
in 1874.
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TOUCHING THE LORD.
WILL my dear young readers look with me at a beautiful story in
the life of the Lord Jesus Christ as given in Mark v. 25-34? A
woman had been planning to touch the Lord Jesus-to come into
contact with Him.
Think of her sad condition. She had been suffering from an illness for a very long time-for twelve years. In her desire to get
well, she had gone to one physician after another for help, but, instead
of getting better, she rather grew worse, which must have made her
very sad. Besides all this trouble, we read that "she had spent all
that she had," so we can imagine how helpless was her condition.
What a picture of the sinner who has been taught by the Holy Spirit
his utterly lost condition! Notice now the woman's earnest purpose
-to touch the hem or border of the Saviour's garment. So fully did
she believe in His power over disease that she said to herself, "If
I may touch but His clothes, I shall be whole." She planned, however, to do this secretly, and going behind Jesus, touched the hem of
His garment. See next how abundantly her faith was rewarded.
Instant healing took place, and the woman knew that the weakness
and suffering had left her altogether. The Lord, Who knows all
hearts, asked a question which greatly surprised His disciples, "Who
touched my clothes?" They reasoned with Him about it, reminding
Him of the multitude thronging Him, but He only answered, " Somebody hath touched Me." How lovely it is to realize that the Lord
knows now when a sinner touches Him, that is, comes to Him, seeking
pardon and peace through His blood shed on Calvary's cross. His
Qwn words are, "Him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out."
He looked round about to see her. We have thought of the woman's
purpose in going to Jesus. Now think of His purpose concerning her.
He wished her to make a public confession of the great blessing received.
So, fearing and trembling, she "fell down before Him and told Him
a.ll the truth."
How comforting was the Lord's gracious assurance to her heart,
"Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole. Go in peace! "
It was the touch that mattered. Have you, my dear young reader,
yet touched the Lord with the purpose of getting blessing from Him ?
Look now at the end of the next chapter, and see numbers of people
touching Jesus to be healed, and "as many as touched Him were
made whole." It often happens that one individual out of a number
who hear the Gospel proclaimed, touches Him, but there have been
Qccasions when numbers of people have been made to feel their lost
condition, and, touching Christ, have been made whole.

E. A. H.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY,
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-To be engaged in spreading the printed Gospel of
'Christ day by day is a delightful occupation and one full of joy. Yet
in labouring we often have to wait upon the Lord for His mercy and
goodness in leading His people to come to our help. A lady writes
from a Soldiers' Home, " We are delighted with your kind parcel. We
were getting very low indeed in New Testaments, and the other books
are most helpful. Thank you very much." A missionary writes
from a Sailors' Home, "I have to acknowledge with many thanks
a very fine parcel of literature for which I sincerely thank you, and
which is so helpful to me in my work of sowing the good seed and
winning souls for our Lord and Master. I do very much appreciate
your kindness in sending me these books which will be very carefully
distributed to our dear sailor lads at sea. Thank you for your kind
remarks in your letter and may God's richest blessing be with you
in the Master's service. I shall always be very pleased to accept any
such books." We need help to help such willing workers and trust
lovers of truth will come to our aid.
Yours sincerely,
R. E. BRIDER.
21, Firjield St1'eet,
Totterdown, Bristol, April, 1928.

l8 tote £i tan t l6eac(lu.
THE MALINES CONVERSATIONS AND THE PROPOSED
NEW PRAYER BOOK.
By THE RIGHT REV. E. A. KNox, D.D. (FORMERLY
BISHOP OF MA,NCHESTER).
WHILE the Church Assembly and the Bishops have been framing the
new l?rayer Book, " Conversations" have been held at Malines between
.some Roman Catholics and Anglicans.
The object of these Conversations was to pave the way for reunion
between the two Churches by removing existing obstacles to agreement in doctrine and in discipline.
Of the five Anglicans who took part in the discussion at Malines,
two took a leading part in framing and securing acceptance for the
new Prayer Book in the Church Assembly.
1. Dr. Kidd, Warden of Keble College, was appointed by the Archbishop of Canterbury to attend at Malines, and was leader of the
lIigh Churchmen and consenting Anglo-Catholics at the Church House.
2. Dr. Frere, Bishop of Truro, was the chief liturgical adviser of
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the Bishops, after taking a prominent part in Prayer Book Revision
in the York Convocation.
Thus a close link is established between the Malines Conversations
and the new Prayer Book. On both the same leading spirits werc
at work, doubtless with the same object.
The existence of this link disposes of several statements made on
behalf of the new Prayer Book.
For instance ;1. The Prayer Book Revision Measure has been commended to
the nation by the Archbishops as necessary for restoring discipline in
the Church of England and curbing Anglo-Catholic excesses. But, in
fact, while it restrains them in one practice not essential for reunion
with Rome, it establishes them in the following points absolutely
essential for that reunion ;(u) The offering of sacrifices of Masses.
(b) The attaching of the Presence of Christ in consecrated Bread
and Wine, which is the essence of Transubstantiation.
(c) Prayers for the dead, Requiem Masses, and observance of An
Souls' Day, paving the way for the doctrine of Purgatory.
(d) Encouragement of the use of the Holy Communion as a means
of making the dying safer for Heaven.
(e) Preference of Church Tradition as a means of interpreting
Scripture to the plain teaching of Scripture itself.
2. It has been said that the Communion service of the new Prayer
Book is less Roman than the old. The statement is not true, nor
is it credible that those who were working for reunion at Malines
were undoing their work at Lambeth.
3. It has been said emphatically by the Archbishop of Canterbury
that there is no change of doctrine. We find that at Malines the
XXXIX Articles were treated as "susceptible of an interpretation
which would reconcile them with the teaching of the Council of Trent,"
that is, " of being made to mean the opposite of what they say." It
is only true that there is no change of doctrine if our Articles really
agree with the teaching of the Church of Rome, while seeming to
differ from it.
4. It has been said that the new Book is patient of an Evangelical
interpretation, where it differs from the old, and specially in the
Communion Service. The Malines Conversations show that the
true interpretation of it is that which leans to Rome, and that the
so-called Evangelical interpretation is a misinterpretation. So much
for doctrine.
DISCIPLINE.

Attempts were made at Malines to reconcile also the Discipline of
the two Churches.
1. It was agreed that the social life of Christians is organized round
an episcopal hierarchy.
2. It was agreed that "apart from communion with the Pope
there is no hope of ever seeing a reunited Christendom."
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In the discussion of the new Prayer Book the principle of " episcopal
-hierarchy" has been manifestly observed. It has been treated almost
as a crime for one Bishop to differ publicly from his brethren. Discus-sion of doctrine has been discouraged in the House of Clergy, and
almost stifled in the House of Laity. Acceptance of the new Book has
been pressed on Diocesan Conferences as a vote of confidence in the
.Bishops. The absolutely lawful action of the House of Commons has
been fiercely resented. The whole tendency has been to turn the
two Archbishops into Patriarchs of Western Christendom, whose
utterances are infallible.
In parish life the protection of the laity by law in uniformity of
Worship has been minimized, and the arbitrary decisions of Bishops
substituted for legal provision.
The publication of the Report of the Malines Conference was forced
by the action of Lord Halifax, who asserts that the Archbishop of
Canterbury wished to defer publication until the new Prayer Book
was through Parliament.
[Published by the Committee for the Maintenance of Truth and
Faith, The Vicarage, Islington, N.l.-EDITOR.]

ROME AND THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND.
LIGHT FROM MALINES ON THE NEW PRAYER BOOK.
" But in vain do they worship me, teru;hing for doctrines the commandments of men."-MATTHEW xv. 9.
Do you know
That certain prominent Churchmen met at intervals in the years
1921-1925 in conference at Malines with certain highly placed
members of the Church of Rome 1
Do you krww
That the English Churchmen included the present Bishop of Truro
(Dr. Frere) and the former Bishop'of Oxford (Dr. Gore) 1
Do you know
That the object of the" Conversations," as now evidenced by the
published Report, was to endeavour to secure a reconciliation of the
Church of England with the Church of Rome 1
Do you know
That, after the first meeting, the Church of England members
attended with the friendly cognizance of the two Archbishops 1
Do you know
That the Church of England members agreed that no reunion of
-Christendom could be effected except on the recognition of the
Primacy of the Pope 1
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Do you know
That all the members of the Conference were agreed that the Holy
Scriptures need to be interpreted and that it belongs to the Church
alone to give such interpretation ~
Do you know
That the Roman Catholic clergy were given to understand that
the clergy of the Church of England were no longer considered bound
to accept the XXXIX Articles, and that many of such clergy consider
the Articles as now practically obsolete ~
Do you know
That the Church of England members agreed ;(a) That by consecration the Bread and Wine become the Body
and Blood of Christ;
(b) That the Sacrifice of the Eucharist is the same sacrifice as that
of the Cross-offered in a mystical and sacramental manner;
(c) That Communion in both kinds is not a matter of doctrine but
of discipline;
(d) That, subject to outstanding points of discipline and doctrine,
no difficulty would be made by the English Bishops in consenting to such an adjustment in regard to Ordination as may seem
necessary to the Roman Catholic Church ~
Do you know
That the attitude of the Church of England members would, if
ratified by the Church, mean the acceptance of Papal Supremacy,
and something that cannot be distinguished from Transubstantiation ~
Do you know
That a successful outcome of the Malines Movement would destroy
the Protestant and Reformed Church of England ~
Do you know
That the Malines Conversations are nothing less than steps paving
the way to reunion with Rome ~
Lastly, Do you know
That the present Book of Common Prayer is one of the principal
bulwarks against any reconciliation between the Protestant Reformed
Religion, established by law in this country, and the unreformed
and unscriptural Religion of the Church of Rome ~
NOW YOU KNOW.

[Published by the Committee for the Maintenance of Truth and
Faith, The Vicarage, Islington, N.lo-EDITOR.]

"THEY that love to be flattered, shall not want flatterers."Matthew Henry.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
FULL particulars of the 121st Annual Meeting will be found on the
cover of last month's GOSPEL l\UGAZINE. The Committee are hoping
to meet a large company of friends at Caxton Hall on Friday, May 4th.
The Annual Meeting of the Camberwell Home will be held on June 7th
(D.V.), afternoon and evening, and the South London Sale of Work
at the Camberwell Home on June 14th.
The Anniversary of the Tunbridge Wells Home is fixed for May 1st
and a service will (D.V.) be held at Richmond Salem Chapel, Parkshot,
on the 17th.
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GRACE, GOVERNMENT AND GLORY. By John Hunt Lynn. Pp. 26l.
Price 3s. 6d. (Secretary, Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony, 10,
Whitehall Gardens, Chiswick, London, W.4; and Thynne &
Jarvis, 28-30, Whitefriars Street, London, E.C.4.)
This volume consists of thirty papers, delivered, we understand,
at various meetings of the Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony. From
some biographical notes at the beginning of the volume we learn
that Pastor Lynn was born at Kingsland (London) in 1845 and that
subsequently he was instructed in the Gospel under James Wells,
baptized by William Lincoln, and profited under the ministry of
Dr. A. Saphir, and that he met Benjamin Wells Newton in 1866.
During his long life of eighty-three years he has held many pastorates
in different parts of the country. He is still in vigorous health and
goes about London in all weathers in His Master's service. In the
preface to this volume :Mr. Lynn expresses the desire that the papers
printed therein" should reach a wide circle of Ministers of the Gospel,
College Students and Bible Teachers and Students generally." He
adds that "one of the objects of the book is, as the title suggests,
to show that on the basis of Grace, the hope of the saints is, not only
to share in the Glory, but also in the universal Government of the
King of Glory."
These papers are the outcome of long, careful and diligent study
of the Scriptures. They display much ripe knowledge and great
familiarity with the Word of God. Most of the papers will probably
appeal to Bible students rather than to ordinary Bible readers. Mr.
Lynn is himself a student of Scripture both in its original languages
and in the English version, and his studies as set forth in these papers
require a studious mind to grasp them. Those who with their Bibles
in their hands are prepared to read these papers carefully and thoughtfully, looking up the passages to which the author so frequently
refers, are likely to profit by their perusal.
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WORLD DOMINION. Pp. 100. Price Is. By post Is. 2d. (World
Dominion Press, 1 Tudor Street, London, E.CA.)
" World Dominion" is a quarterly Magazine, taking the form of " An
International Review of Christian Progress." It is a Missionary
Magazine, apparently of an undenominational character. Articles on
" The Chinese Indigenous Church Movement," "The Red Terror in
·Canton," " An Audacious Journey in Arabia," "In Persia-The Old
Order Changeth," and others will be read with much interest. We
.are specially attracted to an able and informative article on " Burma's
"Wild Frontiers" or "Hukawng Valley and Beyond" by the Rev.
A. T. Houghton, RA., pioneer Missionary of the Bible Churchmen's
lVIissionary Society. It occupies about 8 pages and gathers together
in small compass a large amount of information on Upper Burma,
which is full of interest.
Judging from some notes on p. 203 this MAGAZINE is alive to the
dangers of what are called Educational Missions and realizes that
the primary duty of the Church is to preach the Gospel.
While not endorsing every sentiment, we feel that our knowledge
-of the condition of other countries is greatly enlarged by a perusal
-of these for the most part well-written articles.
THE INFLUENCE OF FOREIGN REFORMERS IN THE ENGLISH REFORMATION. By the late Rev. R. P. Blakeney, D.D., LL.D. Pp. 27.
Price 3d. post free. (Sovereign Grace Union, The Parsonage,
98, Camberwell Grove, London, S.E.5.)
This excellent pamphlet is reprinted from Dr. Blakeney's great work
on" The Book of Common Prayer." It clearly shows how the Reformation in England was influenced by such of the foreign reformers as
Dalvin, Peter 1artyr, Bueer, John A. Lasco, and Bullinger.
WHY Go TO CHURCH ~ By Rev. A. Thomas, M.A. Pp. 8. Price Id.
(Lord's Day Observance Society, 18, Buckingham St., London,
W.C.2.)
It is well known that Church attendance is declining. This booklet
was written to stimulate attendance at Churches on the Lord's Day.
On reading it a more important question arises in our mind, and that
is, "To which Church shall I go?" The teaching and practices
prevalent in a large number of present-day Churches and Chapels
.are such that it becomes impossible for those who value the pure
Gospel to recommend attendance at places where Sacerdotalism or
Modernism are in the ascendancy.
" IF God wills the end, He wills also the means; if He would have
the Gentiles saved, according to the predictions of His prophets, He
would have the Gospel preached to them."-Dr. C. Bodge on Rom. x.
14, 15.

