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OUR HELP.
" Our help is in the name of the LORD, Who made heaven and earth."PSALM cxxiv. 8.

THE psalmist is here speaking of the LORD'S family. He speaks
of the LORD as One Who was on " our side" with the result that
" our soul escaped as a bird out of the snare of the fowlers." Then
he says, " Our help is in the name of the LORD, ·Who made heaven
and earth." Primarily the psalmist writes of GOD'S people Israel.
He says, "If it had not been the LORD Who was on our side, now
may Israel say, then they had swallowed us up quick, when their
wrath was kindled against us." Typically the psalmist refers to
the Israel of GOD, the members of the LORD'S beloved, chosen and
redeemed family. We have here then" a family portion." The
LORD'S people can say, "Our help is in the name of the LORD."
GOD is on our side. He is for us and, "If GOD be for us, who can
be against us ~" The assurance of this portion is needed at all
times by the members of the LORD'S family. They are poor and
needy, weak and helpless, and it is an immense comfort to their
souls to know that JEHOVAH is their help.
Historically, this psalm doubtless refers to some national deliverance. Men had risen up against Israel. Their wrath was kindled
against them. They sought to swallow them up. It looked as if
the waters would overwhelm them, and as if the stream would go
over their soul. The LORD, however, the GOD of Israel, appeared
on their behalf. He manifested Himself on their side, the result
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being that His people had" escaped as a bird out of the snare of
the fowlers." The snare was broken by Divine intervention, and
the LORD'S people were delivered. Thus this psalm might be
summarized as teaching that" Israel blesseth GOD for a miraculous
deliverance." GOD has often wrought for His people miraculously.
He did so at the Red Sea, and in the wilderness. He did so at the
river Jordan, and in the conquest of Canaan. He did so in the
time of Asa, J ehoshaphat and Hezekiah. Very frequently, throughout their history, the LORD'S people could rightly say, " Blessed be
the LORD, Who hath not given us as a prey to their teeth." In
like manner the LORD has frequently wrought miraculously for
individual members of His family. He did so for Noah, for
Abraham, for J oseph, for Moses, for Hannah, for David, for Peter
and for Paul. He also works wonderfully for His people to-day.
Sometimes we are constrained to say that His intervention on our
behalf is nothing short of miraculous. In any case He is indeed
the help of His people. In all their varied circumstances they can
say, " Our help is in the name of the LORD, Who made heaven and
earth."
1. First, He is their Omnipotent help.
The LORD Who helps His people is He Who made heaven and
earth. In the beginning He created the heaven and the earth. He
called the universe into being out of nothing. "Through faith we
understand that the worlds were framed by the Word of GOD, so
that things which are seen were not made of things which do
appear" (Heb. xi. 3). His works of creation display His Omni.potence. The worship given to "the LORD GOD Almighty" in
heaven is accompanied by the w:ords, "Thou art worthy, 0 LORD,
to receive glory and honour and power: for Thou hast created all
things, and for Thy pleasure they are and were created" (Rev. iv.
8-11). It was because the prophet Jeremiah believed that the
LORD had made heaven and earth by His great power and stretchedout arm that he sai.d, "There is nothing too hard for Thee"
(J eremiah xxxii. 17).
The omnipotence of GOD in creation is recorded in the first
chapter of Genesis, and the whole Bible grows out of that record,
and is based upon it. GOD'S creative power is frequently referred
to in the psalms. "By the Word of the LORD were the heavens
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made, and all the host of them by the breath of His mouth." The
earth is bidden to fear Him, and its inhabitants are bidden to stand in
awe of Him, " For He spake, and it was done; He commanded and
it stood fast." He stretched out the heavens like a curtain; He
laid the foundations of the earth. The angelic and the starry hosts
are bidden to praise Him, "For He commanded, and they were
created." He is a GOD, "Who made heaven, and earth, the sea,
and all that therein is." Man especially owes His being to His
creative and almighty power. "GOD created man in His Own
image." Hence the psalmist says, "Thy hands have made me
and fashioned me." The teaching of the portion we are considering
is based upon the first chapter of Genesis. If we were to follow
Higher Critics and Evolutionists we could no longer say, "Our
help is in the name of the LORD, Who made heaven and earth."
(See Psalms xxxiii. 6-9; civ. 1,5; cxlvi. 6; cxlviii. 1-5; cxix.73.)
We believe, however, in GOD the FATHER ALMIGHTY, the Maker
of heaven a,nd earth, and it is an immense comfort to our souls to
know that He, the Omnipotent CREATOR, is our help. There is
no limit to His power to aid us in all our difficulties, trials and
temptations. We rejoice in the blessed assurance that our HELPER
is omnipotent.
2. Secondly, He is our help in regard to our eternal salvation.
He not only so helps His people that they are delivered from
human foes and from temporal dangers, but it is by His gracious
and omnipotent help that we are saved from eternal ruin. His
is a help which rescues His people from the pit of corruption, and
which saves them from merited wrath.
He says, "I have laid help upon One That is mighty" (Psalm
lxxxix. 19). That One is His Own eternal SON, Who is "the
mighty GOD," Who is " able to save them to the uttermost that
come unto GOD by Him" (Heb. vii. 25). The FATHER sent Him
to be the SAVIOUR. In order to secure the eternal salvation of
His people He was " made a curse" for them. By His obedience
unto death, as their holy and Divine SURETY, He met both the
preceptive and the penal claims of the law as their SUBSTITUTE.
Thus they are redeemed from the curse of the law, and are
constituted righteous. By the efficient help which was laid upon
Him, His believing people are delivered from the merited penalty
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of their sins, and are justified freely by GOD'S grace through the
redemption that is in CHRIST JESUS. The source of this saving
help is J EHOVAH Himself. He arranged and planned it. He laid
it on the shoulders of His SON, and He communicates it to every
poor sinner who, through the SPIRIT'S operations, is led to cry out,
"What must I do to be saved 1" Truly we are constrained to
say, and to say it with thankfulness and adoring praise, " Our help,
in the matter of our eternal salvation, is in the name of the LORD
Who made heaven and earth." He humbled Himself to behold us
in our lost estate, and He looked upon us in love, mercy and pity,
and arranged to bring salvation unto us. Blessed indeed are we,
if we can say that He has so rendered help to us, who in ourselves
are helpless, that we are saved in the LORD with an everlasting
salvation.
" CHRIST hath the ransom paid;
The glorious work is done;
On Him our help is laid;
By Him our victory won.
Captivity is captive led;
For JESUS liveth, That was dead."
3. Thirdly, He is our help in regard to all our spiritual and
temporal necessities.
We are daily in need of spiritual strength. We need to be
strengthened with all might by His SPIRIT to subdue the flesh
within us. We need to be strong in the LORD that we may stand
against the wiles of the devil. We need to have faith in Divine
strength if we are to overcome the world. For all such strength
" our help is in the name of the LORD."
He is "a very present help" -to His people. He is always near
at hand to render help to them.
He is a sure and prompt help to His people. "GOD shall help
her and that righ~ early." He says to them, " Fear thou not . . .
I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold
thee with the right hand of My righteousness" (Psalm xlvi. 1, 5 ;
Isaiah xli. 10).
Moreover, in regard to the problems and difficulties and temporal
dangers and needs of our daily life, " Our help is in the name of
the LORD." Samuel said, "Hitherto hath the LORD helped us"
(1 Sam. vii. 17).
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J ehoshaphat was in danger from the Syrian captains, but he
" cried out, and the LORD helped him; and GOD moved them to
depart from him" (2 Chron. xviii. 31). Hezekiah, when in great
national peril, said to his people, " With us is the LORD our GOD to
help us and to fight our battles" (2 Chron. xxxii. 8).
In all our temporal necessities there is every encouragement to
look to the LORD for help. He is not pleased if we look for help to
the world. " Woe," He says, "to them that go down to Egypt
for help" and who, in consequence, "look not unto the HOLY ONE
of Israel, neither seek the LORD" (Isaiah xxxi. 1). If, therefore,
we want" grace to help in time of need," let us come boldly unto
the throne of grace. The LORD'S people are often in poor circumstances, but they are bidden to be content with such things as they
have. They are assured that their GOD will never leave them nor
forsake them, and they may boldly say, "The LORD is my HELPER,
and I will not fear what man shall do unto me" (Heb. xiii. 5, 6).
Let this truth, then, be our comfort. Let us look up into the
heavens and behold the millions of stars which are the work of His
hands, and then let us remember that He "\Vho made the stars
is our FATHER, the MIGHTY ONE of J acob, Who desires us to look
to Him for help, and Who is able to do exceeding abundantly above
all that we ask or think. Let us look at the earth beneath us, and
the waters that are under the earth, and let us reflect that He " Who
hath measured the waters in the hollow of His hand, and meted
out heaven with the span, and comprehended the dust of the earth
in a measure, and weighed the mountains in scales, and the hills in
a balance," is our GOD, and that our help is in Him, with Whom
nothing is impossible. " Happy is he that hath the GOD of J acob
for His help, whose hope is in the LORD his GOD, Which made
heaven, and earth, the sea, and all that therein is" (Psalm cxlvi. 5, 6).
" Our help is in JEHOVAH'S Name,
Who formed the earth and built the skies,
He that upholds that wondrous frame
Guards His Own Church with watchful eyes." i
Watts.
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.
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CHRIST IN THE MIDST OF A FEW.
" For where two or three are gathered together in My name, there am
I in the midst of them."-MATTHEw xviii. 20.
OUR Lord had just been speaking of united prayer. He had said,
"If two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that
they shall ask, it shall be done for them of My Father Which is in
heaven." Then He gives the reason why the prayer of two who
pray in agreement shall be answered. "For," He says, " where two
or three are gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst
of them." Two or three of His people can never gather together
in His name without His being present in their midst, and His
presence guarantees an answer to their prayers. He is there to
secure that their prayers shall be answered. In another place He
says to His people, " Whatsoever ye shall ask in My name, that will
I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask
anything in My name, I will do it" (John xiv. 13, 14). The Lord
Jesus thus undertakes Himself to bestow the blessing sought for.
The prayer is directed to the Father, but the Son promises that He
will give the answer. "That will I do." " I will do it." He is
present therefore in the midst of a small assembly of His people to
hear and answer their prayers. Such answers to prayer do not,
however, proceed from the Son alone. They also proceed from the
Father. "At that day ye shall ask in My name: and I say not
unto you, that I will pray the Father for you: for the Father Himself loveth you, because ye have loved Me, and have believed that
I came out from God." The Father and the Son are of one mind
in answering the prayers of those who love the Lord. The Father
needs no urging to listen to His children's cries. "The Father
Himself loveth you" and therefore the Lord says, " Whatsoever ye
shall ask the Father in My name, He will give it you. Hitherto
have ye asked nothing in My name: ask, and ye shall receive, that
your joy may be full" (John xvi. 23, 24, 26, 27). What encouragement there is here for the children of God. They are loved by the
Father, loved by the Son and loved by the Spirit. They are
assured that" everyone that asketh receiveth," and the Lord lovingly bids them to ask, and promises certain blessing as the result,
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" Ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full." 0 that we
were more constant in asking, and more believing also. "All
things whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive."
Of course we must not forget the inspired words of the Apostle John
in this connection. "This is the confidence that we have in Him,
that, if we ask any thing according to His will, He heareth us" (Matt.
n;. 22; 1 John v. 14).
Coming back to the words which head these Wayside Notes we
may note that they are a great encouragement to small gatherings
of the Lord's people.
Of course, God hears the prayers of individual members of His
family. He heard Abraham's prayer in reference to Lot. He
heard Elijah's prayer for rain. But evidently the Lord designs
that His people should gather together for prayer, and He graciously
promises His presence to the smallest assembly of the saints.
1. Let us first be quite clear as to the persons to whose gathering
together the Lord refers.
The context shows that the Lord is addressing His disciples
(verse 1), those who are the children of God (verse 14). If two of
you who are My disciples shall agree on earth as touching anything
that they shall ask, it shall be done for them. For where two or
three of My disciples are gathered together in My name, there am
I in the midst of them.
It is to gatherings of the Lord's people that the Lord refers. He
does not promise to be in the midst of gatherings of mere professors.
The promise is confined to those who love the Lord and who have
been loved by Him with an everlasting love. When His beloved,
chosen, redeemed and regenerated people gather together in His
name, however few in number they are, He is in their midst.
2. Secondly, think of the Ob-ject which believers should have in view
when they gather together.
The literal rendering of the Lord's Words is, "Where two or
three are gathered together unto My name," i.e., "with the mind
directed unto His name." The Lord has in mind those who are
attracted to Him, those who gather to Him as their Centre, their
Redeemer, their Saviour, their Shepherd, their Leader, their Lord,
their Head. Here is an important truth which the Lord's people
need to bear in mind when they gather together.
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They ought not to gather together merely to hear some popular
preacher, to hear magnificent music, or to see floral and vegetable
decorations, or to witness ritualistic displays of vestments and
lights, or to see grand processions. Many professing Christians
gather together for purposes such as these. They are attracted by
mere eloquence, by beautiful music, by things which appeal to the
eye, to the ear and to the flesh. This is not gathering together unto
Christ. This is not gathering around Him as the invisible centre
of attraction. True believers love the Lord. They want to hear
of Him, to sing of Him and to realize His presence in their gatherings.
They want His blessing, His smile, His favour. They would see
Jesus in the sermon, and in the hymns. They desire Him to be
honoured in the exercises of prayer and praise. They desire a
fresh experience of His power and presence in their hearts. In a
word they should gather together unto Him. 0 let us beware of
thinking too much of even good men, and of being attracted to
mere externals. Let us seek to gather together unto Him. Let us
seek to sit at His feet and hear His Word.
3. Thirdly, think at the promise which the Lord gives to those who
gather together unto Him.
" There am I in the midst," the Lord says. He is in the midst of
two or three who gather together unto Him. Of course, He is
present with individual believers. He dwells in the heart by His
Spirit of each member of His mystical body. But here is a promise
which has special reference to gatherings together of His people.
When only two or three thus gather He is in the midst of them.
He could not be in the midst of one. Necessarily there must be at
least two or three gathered tqgether, if this gracious promise is to
be fulfilled. Unless, therefore, the Lord's people gather together
this promise will remain unfulfilled. Evidently He designs that
His people should not remain isolated from each other. They
should not forsake the assembling of themselves together, and
when they thus assemble He is also present, and always present.
He is never absent from even the smallest assembly of His people,
whether it is wet or fine, cold or hot, He is always present with His
assembled people. He is in the midst of them. He does not say,
in the midst of the chancel of a church, but in the midst of His
gathered people. When we gather together unto Him let us
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remember this gracious promise. Though we cannot see Him He
is there in the midst of His people. He sees and knows them that
are His. He hears their sighs and their groans. He knows their
sorrows, their difficulties, their perplexities, their needs. He is
there. It is not in vain that they gather unto Him. Some of the
Lord's people may be absent whom we expected to see, but the
Lord Himself is always there where two or three gather together
unto Him. At such gatherings He says, "I will declare Thy name
unto my brethren, in the midst of the Church will I sing praise unto
Thee" (Heb. ii. 12).
4. Fourthly, let us consider why the Lord is in the midst of H1:8
assern1Jled people.

He is there to secure answers to their prayers. We have already
dwelt upon this thought.
He is there to reveal Himself afresh to His people.

How beautiful is the record of the gathering together of His
people on that great day when He rose from the dead. "The same
day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors
were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews,
came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be
unto you. And when He had so said, He showed them His hands
and His side. Then were the disciples glad when they saw the
Lord" (John xx. 19,20). The disciples had been greatly saddened
by the things that had recently happened. He Whom they loved
had been unexpectedly torn from them, betrayed, condemned,
scourged, mocked, and crucified. A startling report had reached
their ears of His resurrection, some had even seen Him, but the
majority had not had that privilege. Now, however, while they are
gathered together, He Himself, their risen Lord, came and stood
in their midst, and said, " Peace be unto you." Then He showed
them His hands and His side. Then gladness filled their hearts.
It was a fresh revelation of their Lord and Master. Never before
were their hearts so thrilled with His presence. The Lord does
not now visibly appear in the midst of His people, but He is really,
though invisibly, present. And does He not often say now to His
assembled people, "Peace be unto you "~ Does He not comfort
their troubled hearts through the ministry of His Word ~ Does
He not afresh show them His hands and His side ~ Does He not
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afresh reveal Himself to them as the One Who was wounded for
their transgressions and bruised for their iniquities? And are not
His disciples glad when they get a fresh view of their crucified,
risen, ascended, and glorified Lord ?
He is in the midst to rebuke unbelief.
We are all apt to give way to doubt, fear, and unbelief. Thomas,
one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus stood in the midst
on the day of His resurrection. We are not told why he was absent,
but we know that many of the Lord's people miss much blessing
through being absent when they might be present at the assemblies
of the saints. The other disciples told Thomas that they had seen
the Lord. Despite, however, their united testimony, Thomas stubbornly doubted the truth of our Lord's resurrection. He must
himself see in His hands the print of the nails, put his finger into
the print of the nails, and thrust his hand into His side. Otherwise,
he said, "I will not believe."
A week later the disciples again gathered together. This time
Thomas was with them. "Then came Jesus, the doors being shut,
and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you." Then fixing
His eyes on Thomas, and indicating that He knew all about the
unbelieving words of Thomas, He said, "Reach hither thy finger,
and behold My hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it
into My side: and be not faithless, but believing."
Thomas was immediately convinced of the truth of his Lord's
resurrection and his faith in His omniscience and Deity was confirmed, and he answered, "My Lord and my God."
Jesus then said unto him, " Thomas, because thou hast seen Me,
thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet
have believed." The Lord on this occasion stood in the midst of
His gathered people to administer tender rebuke to one of His
doubting disciples. Is it not true that sometimes we may assemble
with the saints cherishing thoughts of doubt and fear and unbelief,
and the Lord through His Word, and by His Spirit, rebukes us for
our want of faith? In effect, He says, "0 thou of little faith,
wherefore didst thou doubt? "
The Lord stands in the midst to instruct His people.
When He stood in their midst on the day of His resurrection He
opened their understandings that they might understand the
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Scriptures. He showed them how that all things must be ful£lled,
which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and
in the psalms concerning Himself. So to-day, in the assemblies of
His people, through the Word read and preached, applied by the
Spirit, He still instructs His people who sit at His feet to hear His
Word.
He is in the midst also to strengthen them.
On one occasion some of His people were forbidden to speak or
teach in His name. They came to their own company and reported
their trouble. Then they prayed unitedly that with all boldness
they might still speak the Word. What happened ~ "The place
was shaken where they were assemhled together; and they were all
filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the Word of God with
boldness" (Acts iv. 31).
We need fresh strength, courage and boldness, and the Lord
bestows these blessings in response to the united prayers of His
assembled people.
He dispenses fresh power and strength to His needy people.
5. Lastly, let us consider the smallness of the gatherings of which the
Lord speaks.
He speaks of gatherings of two or three. He promises to be in
the midst of only two of His saints.
Such gatherings are suited to all places.
There are places where only a very few believers are in reach of
each other. When staying in an hotel or travelling by steamer it
may happen that only two or three of the company are manifestly
the Lord's people. Or in a country village it may be found that
very few of its inhabitants are members of God's family. We are
apt to despise small gatherings, or to think that it is no use for a few
to gather. The Lord, however, does not despise small gatherings of
His people. If only two gather unto His name, He enters that
gathering, small though it is, and takes up His place in the midst.
Let us seek to realize His presence when only two or three assemble
unto His Name, and let us not forsake the assembling of ourselves
together even if we be very few in number. The Lord knew that
there would be places where only a very few of His people would
be living, and in tender sympathy for them He uttered a promise
which is specially suited to their case.
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Such gathe-rings are suited to all times.
The Lord knew that apostasy from the faith would develop, and
that he narrow way would be peopled by only a few. He knew
that as a result of widespread departure from the faith the number
of His true people, even in large districts, would often be small, and
for their encouragement He uttered this promise. However small
the assembly of His people might be, He would. be in the midst.
S'uch gatherings are not dependent on an ordained ministry.
An ordained minister, if sound and faithful, is a blessing, and
should be valued, but the Lord's presence in an assembly is not
dependent on the presence of an ordained minister. Sound, faithful
and godly ministers are becoming increasingly scarce. Large
numbers of the Lord's people have no faithful ministry in the
neighbourhoods where they live. The churches and chapels are
manned often by sacerdotalists or modernists. Under such circumstances it would often be wise for some godly and instructed
Christian man to open his house on the Lord's day for gatherings
of the Lord's people. In such assemblies the Lord Himself would
be present.
Such gatherings are not dependent on wealth and education.
Believers may be poor and uneducated, yet they should gather
together unto Christ's name. They can at least read the Scriptures
together and talk about them. They can engage in prayer, however
broken and faltering their language. The Lord promises to be in
the midst of a few of His true people, and He does not limit His
presence to gatherings of His educated and wealthy followers.
Here, then, is a precious promise of our Lord and Master which
is suited to the smallest gatherings of His people. It is suited to
them in all places, at all times and under all circumstances.

"Jesus, where'er Thy people meet,
There they behold Thy mercy-seat;
Where'er they seek Thee, Thou art found,
And every place is hallowed ground.
"For Thou within no walls confined,
Inhabited the humble mind;
Such ever bring Thee where they come,
And going, take Thee to their home." (Cowper.)
Whitington Vicarage,
THE EDITOR
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.
(Thomas Houghton).
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18ilgritn l8apets.
WELLSPRINGS.
IN MEMORIAM.
THE LATE MRS. RICHARD DALTON, OF COTHAM, BRISTOL.
ABOUT thirty-four years ago, the beloved subject of this memorial
was one of the first to call upon us, having heard that the daughters
of the late beloved" G. C." had come to reside in Bristol; the connecting link being our mutual love for Dr. Doudney and the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE. And from that time and onwards the friendship, begun
in the Lord, grew and remained firm and steadfast, and I may say
intensified as the years went on and one learned to know dear Mrs.
Dalton and the secret of her peace and sterling worth. In all the years
that followed-it is saying much, but not too much for the worth of
the religion she professed and possessed by Divine grace-I never once
heard anything of the nature of small talk, or gossip, or of worldly
frivolities which had no charm for her; and if there were some people
or things of which she could not speak favourably, she was suent:
and thus our mutual converse was profitably directed to what she
always yearned for and termed, "The good old-fashioned religion."
It was at St. Luke's, Bedminster, and under the gracious ministry of
the late beloved Dr. Doudney, that in her early days she worshipped
with her godly parents, sister, and brother. In a deeply interesting
account of her father, Mr. Goodridge, given in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
for 1879, Dr. Doudney tells the beautiful story of grace and how
Mr. Goodridge was used to take his children for a walk on Sundays in
the fields, but hearing of such wonderful preaching and congregations
at the then temporary wooden Church, one Sunday ventured in and
was convicted and searched and blessed of the Holy Spirit under the
preaching of the everlasting Gospel, and continued steadfast unto the
end. Never, after this momentous occasion, absent from his place,
Sundays or week-nights and often on the latter after a very tiring
day at business, Mr. Goodridge grew in grace, and when some years
later he was laid upon a bed (which proved to be his death-bed) of
intense suffering for eight months, it was one triumph of all-conquering
and supporting and dying grace.
Her dear mother lived her widowed years until 1923, and it was
always a privilege to visit her. She was such a bright, happy, loving
Christian; humble as a little child and always ready to speak of
God's goodness and the mercies which daily came to her through Jesus
her dear Redeemer. She passed away at the ripe age of a hundred and
one and two weeks, having received the Royal congratulations in the
previous year.
Her daughter Alice, the subject of this appreciation, appears to
have inherited very richly from both parents their happy and gracious
characteristir,B. Kindly and sympathetically thoughtful, she lived for
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others in a quiet, unobtrusive ministry, and nothing gave her more
pleasure than when she was contributing to the comfort and ease of
a suffering friend or of the poorer brethren.
In the lovely grounds of the Park House were the conservatories
and hot-houses, which one might truly have called dedicated houses,
for the grapes and luxurious fruits and lovely flowers were grown
therein to be given away in sickness and trouble; and many a happy
meeting for some Evangelical Society has been held on the beautiful
lawn, whilst the younger children, too young to join the elder scholars'
outing from St. Matthew's Sunday School, always enjoyed their
" treat" there; and the signal favour of her God in granting fine
weather was ever the subject of praise afterwards. Even the luxurious
" Austin" might likewise have been called a consecrated car, for with
their ever-considerate and faithful chauffeur, the drives taken were
mostly for the benefit of others; either conveying some gift to an
invalid or taking some one for a delightful run in the quiet country
lanes, where their thoughts were raised to the great Creator and God
of all their mercies, and the beauties of nature admired.
The GOSPEL MAGAZINE found a very warm place in Mrs. Dalton's
heart, and she was an intelligent and appreciative reader of it, valuing
much the Editor's faithful exposures of the abounding errors of the
day, and loving such as dear "Nettie's" gentle, persuasive contributions. She used to say, " With my Bible and the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
I want nothing better for my quiet Sunday evenings at home alone."
And this was a wonder to all who knew her, that, rather than keep
others from the House of Prayer, she was always at her own wish left
alone in that large place on Sunday evenings. Her brother has since
remarked how he used to marvel at it and admire her strong faith,
and quiet confidence, and utter absence of fear in the matter. And we
doubt not the Lord was as a wall of fire round about His dear servant,
and prevented any evil coming nigh her dwelling, and granted her to
know the blessedness of simple trust in Him; whilst she, too, blessedly
realized, "Then came Jesus, the doors being shut." She was very
attached to St. Matthew's Church, and valued the Evangelical ministry
of the late Rev. F. Glanvill, and the equally faithful services of the
present Vicar, the Rev. T. H. Bland. She would remark, "Mr. Bland
is so faithful in proclaiming nothing but the precious blood will cleanse
the guilty sinner," and on several occasions when through ill-health
the writer has been unable to reach her own Church of St. Mary-Ie-Port,
and turned into St. Matthew's, it was to have dear Mrs. Dalton's
welcome as we walked away together, conversing only of the things
of God, and she would say, "It is so nice to have someone to talk
it over with," for all other conversation she deplored as unbecoming
and unprofitable in going to and leaving the House of Prayer.
Mrs. Dalton was very interested in the Aged Pilgrims' Friend
Society, and also the Jews, and Irish Church Missions, and all her
spare time was occupied in beautiful needlework which ever found a
ready demand at the several Sales of Work.
•
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In 1878 she was married to Mr. Richard Dalton (whose ancestor
was the famous Dr. Dalton, of Manchester, and whose fame is perpetuated in a tapestry at the Town Hall and also by a medal cast to
his memory), and whilst Mr. Dalton inherited much of his relative's
power of brain and concentration which gave him such diligence and
success in business, he and his beloved partner lived their quiet life
together, always content to have their own mutual intercourse and
companionship, and she always at home to greet him on his return
from business, making it a practice never to have an engagement
which could possibly be avoided that would keep her out at the hour
of his return. And when in later years cataract afflicted him, how
devotedly did she do all to alleviate the denial and read to him their
evening portion of Scripture before retiring to rest!
In 1922 there came the sorrow of her life and after forty-four years of
happy union she was called upon to yield up (and that in terrible
suddenness) her beloved husband. There were depths of sorrow then,
and her lonely stricken heart naturally shrank from treading life's
pathway alone and be left with all that large establishment t{) keep
up. But she turned in all her helplessness to her unfailing Refuge
and found her Maker to be her Husband, and her God the Helper and
Keeper of His defenceless servant. And the Lord did not fail her;
He preserved her from a rebelling and murmuring spirit, and often,
as naturally was the case, when her fears arose as to how she could
carry on, and how glad she would be to have a much smaller place,
yet she was encouraged to look for those tokens which intimated the
Lord's will concerning her" lot." And thus the good faithful servants
continued, and then as need arose a most suitable companion was sent
her by her never-failing God, so that the Lord guided her on gently
to prove" as her days, so her strength," and heavenly wisdom was
granted and she was led on " softly" and endured by Divine grace
enabling her. And thus in His unfailing and tender mercies the Lord
dealt with her soothingly and compassionately, and in a measure healed
the wound His own hand had made, and established her heart in
Himself, and prepared her for yet another sorrow. For scarcely had
two years passed away of her widowed days when her dearly-loved
and only child and daughter was taken from her. Although married,
the daughter was almost in daily touch with her devoted mother,
who had ministered in spiritual things to her daughter during many
an illness. "I have been reading the Word and the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE to dear May," she would say if I met her in her goings to
and fro. But now in this illness there came the poignant trial,
and faith was sorely exercised. For at the Park House, the dear
mother lay dangerously ill of pneumonia and her daughter in Clifton
equally so of the same complaint.
Those were indeed days of stress and strain and anxious watching,
and the fear of those attending her was how she would bear the
tidings as they saw the inevitable issue of her daughter's illness.
And when they broke the news to her of her daughter's critical
14
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state, at once the dear mother's chief concern was to learn of her
daughter's eternal safety. As urgently as her strength would allow,
she sent a tender but pointed message to her darling child, begging
to know upon what she was resting, what was her hope, etc. And the
message returned was, " Tell mother I am safe in the arms of Jesus,"
as she passed away. The agony of that time could never be told.
What that mother's heart was enduring was only known in the presence
chamber of the Man of Sorrows. But I can never forget when privileged to visit her during her convalescence, the calm, quiet, unmurmuring submission to God's inscrutable will. There she lay with her
Bible and" dear May's text book," and I could only then and ever
after call that room, " The Chamber of Peace," and the pilgrim who
lay there, the rich possessor of that peace which passeth all understanding!
Dear Mrs. Dalton had longed to go to her eternal rest then, but she
accepted the Lord's will and slowly as she recovered, took up the
threads of life again, much to the joy of her faithful attendants, her
pastor, and friends, and she was spared to us all for five years more in
God's loving-kindness. In that brief time she carried out many further
schemes of charity, and lived for others. She was one of the most
humble, self-effacing Christians one could meet with.
All her wealth and luxuries and charming surroundings were as
nothing to her. The beauties of nature ever delighted her, and even
the birds knew her and daily came to be fed at her hand. It was a
simple life of kindly deeds all the day, and all about her felt her
influence.
The last illness came on gradually and she accommodated herself
to the circumstances; was patient and uncomplaining, and as weakness
increased she said, " I am willing and ready to go if His will, or to
be raised up again if His will," and as her strength allowed she was
still bent upon" setting her house in order" by thinking of others.
On the last evening (and the Sabbath) one repeated to her, "Jesu
Lover of my soul" but was not sure if she heard it, as unconsciousness
came on and in the early hours of the morning (March 4th) she peacefully fell asleep in Jesus. Her doctor (Dr. Annie Cornall) writes,
" Mrs. Dalton's illness was one that was met with great resignation.
Both nurse and I were agreed that we had never had to do with a more
patient 'patient.' She was always thinking of others. Her one
desire was that God's will might be done in and by her . . . I prayed
with her on several occasions and there was always the prompt and
ready response to any words from God's holy Word, which showed
her alive to those things unseen. I had a talk with her one day about
our Lord's temptation in the wilderness, and she afterwards spoke of
having been' in the wilderness,' but I am sure she was greatly upldd
and strengthened. Her life was one of singular consecration to God
and His service, and I never remember to have seen her without some
witness on her part of the one thing of her life."
With the memorably bitter cold of the winter passed, on March 7th,
one of those rare sweet days of early spring, we laid our dear friend

The Gospel Magazine

201

to rest. The glorious sunshine and wonderful calm seemed w'ell to
betoken the associations of her serene life, whilst we thought of her
in that blessed unbroken peace and eternal sunshine of her Redeemer's
presence. The flag at half mast and the muffied peal at St. Matthew's
and the large congregation of mourners, friends, and the churchwardens,
all betokened the esteem in which she was held. And the long cortege
slowly wending its last journey from her earthly home gave much
thought for reflection. And a few minutes later in the chancel of that
Church in which she had so long worshipped and to which their riches
had so largely contributed, lay all that was mortal of her. But our
thoughts were raised as we sang, "Jesu, Lover of my soul," and that
grand all-inspiring chapter, 1 Cor. XV., was read. And then the
Vicar's faithful address. One felt, could she have known, how glad she
would have been that her death was made the occasion of preaching
those faithful searching words with which the Rev. T. H. Bland
addressed one and all-" For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ
shall all be made alive. But every man in his own order; Christ the
firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at His coming" (1 Cor.
xv. 22, 23)-emphasizing the little but important word " are" and
appealing to that great gathering to search their hearts and give
themselves no rest until they knew that they are Christ's and in Christ.
Mr. Bland referred to the godly, consistent, unobtrusive, and worlddenying life which by grace dear Mrs. Dalton had led. "The world
had no attractions for her." "When," continued :Mr. Bland, " seven
years ago she was suddenly plunged into widowhood and found herself
entrusted with great riches, she at once by grace recognized her stewardship and laid them out faithfully to God's glory and was ever seeking
to do good and help her poorer brethren. Her last message to me was,
, Tell the Vicar I am resting on the precious blood of Christ and am
in perfect peace.' "
And the service at Church closed with the singing of " Rock of Ages"
(and I liked the connection as memory recalled it that both the hymns
chosen for her funeral service were the same as those sung at her dear
husband's), and the cortege wended its way across our lovely Downs
to the peaceful resting-place at Canford, where with the remains of
her husband and only child, we left our "Elect Lady," much the
poorer in ourselves as regards our loss, but rejoicing in her eternal
gain and unending joy and peace. We thought of her dear Redeemer's
joy, the joy of the redeemed and angelic hosts, as another of the
" blessed" was welcomed Home. Her large number of relatives and
friends, her kind companion, her faithful servants and devoted chauffeur
took their last look into that grave, and I doubt not each felt something akin to the fervent remark of a stranger to the writer as we
stood there, " That wa,~ a good woman,"-which I could fully endorse
whilst saying as she would have had it, "All her goodness was in
Christ and His finished work."
Blessedly in keeping with our thoughts of the past days was the
first hymn given out at Church the following Lord's Day morning :'-
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". Give me the wings of faith, to rise
Within the veil, and see
The saints above, how great their joys,
How bright their glories be.
11 Once they were mourning here below,
And wet their couch with tears:
They wrestled hard, as we do now,
With sins, and doubt, and fears.
"I asked them whence their victory came;
They, with united breath,
Ascribe their conquest to the Lamb,
Their triumph to His death."
May you and I, beloved readers, by constraining, upholding, and
keeping grace, which so eminently preserved our beloved friend,
" Show the same diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the end:
that ye be not slothful, but followers of them who through faith and
patience inherit the promises."
R.
THE CREATION NARRATIVES.
THE religious article in The Times of last Saturday deals with the
"True Nature of Man." It begins by a reference to the inspired
record, and says, "We have learned to read the Creation narratives
of Genesis as parables expressing the faith that the whole universe is
due to the will of God alone." This sentence is typical of much of
the assertion that passes current for truth in the present day. By
original assumption and constant repetition statements come to be
regarded as axiomatic which have no possible right to be. How, for
example, have we "learned to read the Creation narratives as
parables "~ Not certainly from the language of the account of the
Creation given in Genesis. There is nothing in it to show that it is
intended to be parabolic. Quite the reverse. Not from the allusions
in other parts of the Old Testament which speak of the Creation as
the direct work of God. Not from our Lord's teaching on the subject,
which refers to the narrative as a description of actual fact. Not from
the views and teachings of the primitive Christians and professing
believers in the Bible through all the generations until comparatively
recent times. How then have" we learned" to regard as parables
the things that were revealed as facts and were so accepted for long
ages ~ How did this new knowledge come about ~ It is the invention
of those who framed theories of the universe in accordance with their
rationalistic notions, and found them to be inconsistent with the Divine
revelation. For them the Scriptural record, taken in its simple and
real meaning, must be wrong, and accordingly they robbed it of its
true value by affirming it to be only a parable. They invented this
method of interpretation in order that they might deny the truth of
the Bible, and at the same time retain the semblance of belief.-The
English Ohurchman for January 31st.
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Sermon£' anll Note£' of Sermon£'.
BELIEVERS RISEN WITH CHRIST.
A SERMON BY THE REV. WATTS WILKINSON, B.A., PREACHED AT
ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S CHURCH (BY THE EXCHANGE), ON
EASTER TUESDAY MORNING, APRIL 21sT, 1840.

" Risen with

Chri,~t."-COLOSSIANS

iii. 1.

THE true and spiritual Church of Christ is composed of the vessels
of His everlasting and Covenant mercy-those" appointed" (as they
are described in Holy Scripture) "not unto wrath, but to obtain
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ "-those who were given Him
by His eternal Father-His in eternity past-known unto God, and
every individual of that number infinitely precious in His sight. Now
St. Paul, in these few words which we have read, views the whole
Church of the living God, His true and spiritual Church, as having
risen with and in Christ. "If ye then be risen with Christ."
How are we to understand these words 1 We shall attempt, in the
first place, to give you the sense of them-in what way we explain
them; and then to make some improvement of the passage. "Risen
with Christ."
It is certain, that the greater part of those who have died in Christ,
from the beginning of the world, from the day of Abel to this time,
are at this moment silent (as to their bodies) and confined to the dust
of the earth and to the ground. This is the fact, with respect to the
greater part of them. We read of two persons, indeed, who never saw
death, but were translated; and we read, that after the death and
resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth, " many bodies of saints, which slept,
arose, and came out of the graves, and went into the holy city and
appeared unto many." But with the exception of those, all the rest,
from the day of Adam to the present generation, are silent in the
tomb. They are where their friends committed them, when they
were carried to the grave and "buried out of their sight." And
there is an innumerable number-we trust, millions upon millionsof those of whom the Church of Christ is composed, who are yet
unborn. The apostle cannot here be speaking of any literal resurrection, with respect to such as never died, or with respect to such as
do not yet exist; nor can he be speaking of any literal resurrection,
with respect to those who are now (or with respect to those who were
at the time when he wrote this Epistle) living and walking upon the
face of the earth and inhabiting those bodies which Christ has been
pleased to give them. He is certainly here speaking of Christ as the
spiritual and mystical head of a spiritual and mystical body. He is
here speaking, we apprehend, of that spiritual and mystical union,
that important union (for innumerable blessings are connected with
it), which subsists between Christ and His Church, as they are one
spiritual mystical body, Christ the head and they the members of it.
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And viewing the subject thus, he considers everything that Christ
did, and everything that Christ suffered, and all that He possessed
and enjoyed, which could be or can be communicated to them for
the glory of God and for their own benefit, in this respect as belonging to them in Him. When He obeyed, they in Him; when He
died, they in Him; and so, they in Him, when He rose from the
dead. We say, this is the view, we apprehend, which the apostle
takes of the whole Church of God, as constituting one spiritual mystical
body, Christ the head and they the members. They were in Him,
and all in Him, as their Covenant head; and thus whatever He did
and suffered and enjoyed in their place, and as connected with them,
they are considered as having done and suffered and enjoyed.
We have different emblems of this union in Holy Scripture. It is
in another place represented by a vine, and the branches of it; one,
and yet distinct. And so, again, by the foundation and the building.
And we have other representations of the union that was entered into
or constituted, when the persons in Jehovah met in Covenant.
Now from these and several other statements, from this subject
being presented to us in these points of view, it is clearly to be considered as an eternal union-as eternal in its origin, and to continue
for ever. It is close; it is intimate; and it is indissoluble and
everlasting. No power of earth or hell can ever dissolve this union,
Oh! blessed will it be with you and me, if we have any Scriptural
ground to hope that we are members of this spiritual and mystical
body; no power of earth or hell shall ever separate between Christ
the head, and His people the members of His spiritual mystical body.
No; He has given us this pledge-" Because I live, ye shall live
also;" and "behold," says He, "I am alive for evermore." So
that we might stop here for a moment, and say-What angel in
heaven is to be envied by the disciple, the humble disciple of Jesus
Christ, who is really and truly a member of His spiritual mystical
body ~ What greater honour can be bestowed upon the highest
archangel in heaven, than that which is bestowed upon the sinful sons
and daughters of Adam, whom the Lord has been pleased to take
into union with Himself ~ And what reason have we to be thankful
to Him, who entertained thoughts of mercy (and such wonderful
thoughts of mercy) for such unworthy, undeserving, and ill-deserving
and hell-deserving creatures!
But then you will observe, there are innumerable blessings connected with this great and important union. If they were in Him
when He obeyed, they in Him and with Him accomplished that complete and perfect righteousness, in which they were to stand accepted
for ever. If they were in Him when He died, the atonement was made
for them in Him; they in Him virtually suffered and endured, as a part
of His spiritual and mystical body. Is He the child of the eternal
God ~-then they are adopted in and with Him into the family of
heaven. Oh! rich privilege! to be the child of the great Jehovah,
eternally and irrevocably. And thus you may trace innumerable
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privileges, which we cannot particularly enlarge upon. But via,w
them in Him rising from the dead. You see in His resurrection their
resurreetion; they are "risen with Him." And go on, and view
Him ascended into glory; and you see them raised up also to the
heaven of heavens, and sitting at the right hand of God, in Him as their
spiritual head. And all this, in consequence of the well-ordered,
sure and everlasting Covenant, made with Him on their behalf before
the foundation of the world. Oh! then, is not every rich blessing
comprehended in that Covenant, which is secured by the promise and
oath of the great Jehovah ~ Is not every blessing secured to His
people, in time and in eternity ~ Yes, and the weakest member of
the body is as truly necessary to the connection and integrity of the
whole, as the stronger are. And all this is true of the weakest,
humblest, genuine disciple of Christ, that is this day upon the face
of the earth.
But then you will say-What is included in this union ~ what
benefit is to be derived from it ~ Oh! we trust that the Lord will shine
upon those precious portions of His holy Word, upon which we mean
to fix your attention upon this part of the great truth. We may say,
what is the benefit of any Scripture truth, without contemplating it
in a saving way and manner ~ If you ask, what benefit ~-we might
refer you to the passage, of which our text is a part. The apostle goes
on immediately to exhort to heavenly-mindedness, deadness to the
world, constant realizing views of this rich privilege of union with
Jesus, and looking forward to that glorious union hereafter, when
the whole of this mystical and spiritual body shall be brought safe
with Christ into His heavenly kingdom. His words are these: "If
ye then be risen with Christ," not in appearance only, but in reality
and truth, " seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth '1
the spiritual living head" at the right hand of God; set your affections
on things above, not on things on the earth; for ye are dead, and
your life is hid with Christ in God." There he is describing the very
union that subsists between Christ and His people; "Your life is
hid with Christ in God." And then he adds, it will be followed to
the glorious issue; "when Christ "\yho is our life shall appear, then
shall ye also appear with Him in glory." Not any individual member
shall be missing; not a single member left behind; not a maimed
Christ, but Christ complete and perfect, with every individual given
Him by the Father and forming part of His spiritual and mystical
body; "Ye shall appear with Him in glory." And then he proceeds
- " Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth";
and he goes on to exemplify this exhortation in a great variety of
particulars.
But what we intend chiefly to adopt, in order to the improvement
of this subject, is to remind the Lord's beloved people of their high
privileges arising from this; both the young disciple and the old, the
meek and the humble, as well as the more confident and the strong.
Those who are genuine disciples of Christ, who are of a meek and
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timid and humble character and disposition, are continually ready to
suspect whether they really belong to Christ or not, or whether there
can be any real union between them and Him. They are apt to look
at all others as their superiors in this respect; so far from supposing
themselves to be superior to others, they are looking at others as
their superiors, and doubting and fearing as to this matter exceedingly.
Now we may address ourselves to them upon this subject, as well
as to the strongest believer. And indeed what is there, more striking
and peculiar and characteristic of a true child of grace, than humility?
But they have an undue view of this subject; it is a kind of false
view, which they manifest and express. But then they will ask
the question-How shall I get this point settled? how shall I know,
what ground have I to conclude, that I am one of the spiritual members
of this mystical body, of which you speak? Now we would ask
you a few questions; they are plain questions, which we are continually constrained to refer to, but though we may have spoken
thus some hundreds of times, there are continually those coming
in, who have never had the subject thus exhibited to them. Do
you wish to know if you are a real disciple of Jesus? Do you wish
to know if you are a part of His spiritual and mystical body? Then
we ask you, in the first place-Has He ever been revealed to you
in such a light, that you are convinced you must perish eternally
without Him? 01' have you ever been so convinced of your misery
without Him, that you have fled to Him, have put your soul truly
into His hands, and given yourself up unreservedly to Him? And
we might ask again, secondly-Is He precious? It is a very sweet
and endearing expression of St. Peter; "is He precious?" Surely
you know; you know this with respect to other things. Is He precious
to you? If so, then here is" a token for good" given you by Jehovah
Himself; a manifest" token of salvation," we may say-and this
of God. For here is a manifestation of real grace in your heart;
and that grace is (to allude to the emblem we mentioned second,
of a vine and the branches)-that grace is sap, flowing from Him,
the true Root, to you a spiritual and living branch in this living
Vine. It is living influence, flowing to yon from Him, as you are
living a life of faitb. There is no grace received, but in consequence
of union with Jesus: and this grace flows from Him to those who
are His in the bonds of the everlasting Covenant-His as part of His
spiritual and mystical body. Now if you are such, then you are
born to the imperishable blessings we are speaking of. That is a
~weet declaration of the apostle-" He hath called us unto His eternal
glory by Christ Jesus." And again, the Apostle Paul, writing to
the Galatians, declares that we have "blessedness" to speak of.
"Where is the blessedness you spake of ?" "You have forgotten
your first experience; Christ Jesus was to you' blessed,' and you
received Him as such." And we have blessed things to speak of from
time to time; we have to speak of God's blessing, in a rich and
important sense, beyond every conception we can form upon the
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subject. As the psalmist said by the Holy Ghost, "His blessing is
upon His people."
Now if you will consider this matter a little more at large, you
will find, that the views to which we are thus led are such as tend
to endear the Word of God, and to make it very precious to your souls,
and to enable you to read such passages as we may refer to (though
we cannot enter largely into them, but can do little more than mention
them), in a different view as to your experience, from what (it may
be) some of you have ever viewed them.
Ob"erve then, first, that when Christ died, you, as the members of
His spiritual and mystical body, virtually died in Him, and made (in
and with Him, your great spiritual head), that great atonement for
all your transgressions, which He alone could accomplish. Now
look at these portions of Scripture, and see whether there be not a
sweetness in them, which tends to support and encourage your minds
exceedingly. What is the language of Jehovah, recorded long before,
in the prospect of that great and all-sufficient atonement upon the
cross ~ Says He, "Fury is not in Me." That is an awful word"Fury." There is " fury" in the mind of the great Jehovah against
His enemies, and they will one day know this to their cost; but
with respect to that spiritual body which belongs to Him, He says,
" Fury is not in Me." Can you read that text with application to
yourself, and realizing your own Covenant union with Jesus and
participation therefore with Him in all that He suffered-can you
thus read it without emotions exceedingly endearing ~ Or, we may
say, such a passage as this-a longer representation by the prophet
Isaiah ~ "This is as the waters of Noah unto Me; for as I have
sworn that the waters of Noah should no more go over the earth;
so have I sworn that I would not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke
thee. For the mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed,
but My kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall the Covenant
of My peace be removed, saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee."
This is not spoken to Israel only; it is spoken to them in a very
limited sense, but in the most complete and perfect sense to the true
and spiritual Israel, from whom in the strictest sense" His kindness
shall not depart "-His kindness in fixing His affections upon them,
setting them apart as the vessels of His mercy, giving them to the
Son of His love, and uniting them as a part of His spiritual body.
How gracious do these words appear in this light!
And so, again, take a second view. Were you in Him, when He
obeyed the law and every jot and tittle of it, for the justification of
His beloved people ~ and did He become, in consequence of His great
work of obedience, Jehovah our righteousness ~ Then look at such
passages as this; what sweet words are these! "He hath made us,"
says St. Paul, "accepted in the Beloved." "In Him,"~ he says
again, "we are complete." When you are reading these portions of
the Word of God, and thinking of this union which subsists between
Christ and His people, and have a Scriptural hope that He is precious
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to you or that you have really fled to Him for refuge, and are doing
this continually and putting your souls into His precious hands, do
you not see a sweetness in these words and an excellency, and are
they not endearing to you in a way and manner that perhaps they
never were before ~ "Ye are complete in Him." What can the
sinner want more ~ "Accepted in the Beloved." Oh! that is a
precious thought, we trust, to many present; "accepted" in Him,
the Lord's "beloved!" And so they are represented, again, as
" holy and unblameable and unreprovable in the sight of God."
And then, again-Are you in Christ adopted ~ Did he say to Mary
Magdalen, when he was about to ascend, "Go to My brethren, and
say unto them, I ascend unto My Father and your Father, and to My
God and your God" ~ Are you adopted in and with Him, and
encouraged to approach the great Jehovah, once an enemy on account
of sin, now reconciled through the death of Christ, and you reconciled
to Him by the power and Covenant influence of the Holy Ghost ~ are
you encouraged to draw nigh to Him with confidence, and, as the
apostle says, " crying, Abba, Father "~ Oh! what sweet views may
you then get of the innumerable passage'! of Scripture, by which you
are encouraged to approach Him, to open your hearts before Him
and to cast your care upon Him! Recollect this sweet question of our
blessed Lord-" If ye being evil know how to give good gifts unto
your children, how much more shall your heavenly Father give the
Holy Spirit" (or all" good things," as it appears in another evangelist),
" to them that ask Him ~ "
And then, again-Is all this the effect of Covenant engagement
with Christ ~ and do you recollect the stipulations and engagements
of that Covenant, which is " ordered in all things and sure," and that
you have these running through the Word of God ~ Do you read
them, and find that it secures everything that is good to those that
are Christ's, and that it prevents and averts and turns aside every
thing that is evil, so that" all things" (agreeably to St. Paul's view
of the subject) consistently with His engagement and His Covenant
" work together for good to them that love God, to them who are
the called according to His purpose "~ Do you read, that Jehovah
says expressly in His Covenant engagement, " I will never turn away
from them to do them good "~ Oh! if you belong to Jesus, if you
are part of His mystical body, realize this Covenant as made with you
in Him, and with Him on your account, and everything thereby
stipulated as belonging to you. And if you are not realizing these
privileges as yours, you are living below your mercies.
And so, again, is Christ raised from the dead ~ and has He, as the
Covenant head of His people, gone again into glory ~ You are as
secure of entering there, rising with your spiritual body eventually
conformed to His spiritual body and entering where He has gone,
as if you were already body and soul in His presence. St. Paul has
such an animating and realizing view of this subject, that he speaks of
it as already done; says he-" He hath raised us up together, and made
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us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus." He realized the
whole as a thing already accomplished, because it is so secure, so certain
in consequence of that Covenant union which subsists between Christ
and those whom the Father hath given Him. Now is it not delightful,
to realize this ~ Is it not delightful to read the'le words, and think
that they were true with respect to St. Paul and St. Peter and other
distinguished disciples ~ but they are true also with respect to you, if
Christ is precious to you and you have hope in Him and confidence in
Him and have given yourselves up to Him. Is it not delightful to
think-" Though I have death in prospect, that death will be gain to
me, for though I shall be ' absent from the body' I shall be ' present
with the Lord" ; and though I have a great and awful day afterwards
before me, yet I shall then be only the more completely blessed, for I
shall be taken, soul and body, safe to His heavenly kingdom " ~
Surely these views may well endear the words that are now before us.
We need tremble indeed at the thought of Popery, taking no other
view of it than this-that it hates the Word of God, and would take
it from everyone if it could. "Thy words are found," says the
prophet Jeremiah, "and I did eat them; and Thy word was unto mr.
the joy and rejoicing of mine heart." And so the psalmist says
" Oh t how love I Thy law"-(not meaning there the moral law
particularly, for" the law" is a term used in several senses in the
Psalms)-" Oh! how love I Thy law! it is my meditation all the day."
We say, we are surely now setting precious things before you.
Consider how the Lord Christ expresses Himself with respect to His
spiritual body. You know the natural concern we have for our own
natural bodies. "No man," as the apostle says, "ever yet hated
his own flesh." But oh! how precious is Christ's spiritual body to
Him! how precious, everyone of which that spiritual body is composed t He says of them, that they are the Father's "peculiar
treasure"; they are His "jewels"; they are His "inheritance""the lot of His inheritance"; they are His "portion." Thus He
expresses Himself, to show how exceedingly dear and precious they
are to Him. He says He will never, never lose sight of them, never
0; He will ever stand by them.
forget them, never forsake them.
How endearing are all these representations! They are very numerous
indeed; very many are the passages to be found in the Word of God,
that express the high value and esteem which the Lord sets upon
those that are His-the delight He has in them, the high estimation
He has for them. How delightful is it, to read such passages with
any" good hope through grace" that they belong to us! It is a cold
thing, we may say, to look at the writings of another man's estate; it
is all very fair, but it does not belong to us. And so it is with respect
to the blessings of union with Christ in Covenant. Look at them
with respect to others; and what is it all ~ But look at them as
your estate, every jot belonging to you; and this gives them value
-this makes them precious. And just so it is, if you can read the
Word of God, and say_CC I trust this belongs to me, and I believe in

210

The Gospel Magazine

God's due time it will be fulfilled in my experience." Oh! what
must have been the feelings of St. Paul, we may venture to say, when
recording those words in the Epistle to the Ephesians-" Blessed be
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us
with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ, according as
He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we
should be holy and without blame before Him in love "-completely
and for ever without blemish in His sight, as the fruit and effect of
His rich, abundant and superabounding love and mercy!
But we might say again, how clearly does this set forth that important and endearing truth, which is so manifestly written (written
as it were with a sunbeam) in the Word of God-; I mean, the persevering
nature of the grace of God in the heart, and so the perseverance of
God's saints! Death, which spreads over the body, can never destroy
this; nor can it be destroyed, even to the last great and solemn day,
when the Lord shall be revealed from heaven. It cannot be destroyed
then. When the Lord shall descend from heaven to the judgment
of quick and dead, every humble disciple of His shall be acknowledged;
and the union of Christ and His Church shall be more clearly and
more fully manifested. And nothing tends more than this, to the
encouragement and support of truly spiritual and humble believers.
We are secure in the hands of an unchangeable God. When we
consider how fickle and changeable our circumstances are, we are
ready to tremble for our souls; but He is " the same yesterday, and
to-day, and for ever," and He has said (and it is a thought which has
been support and comfort to many a humble disciple)-He has said,
" He which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the
day of Jesus Christ." What can be more encouraging ~ He has
assured you, that having sought you out He will not forsake you.
" They shall call them, the holy people," chosen by God the Father
-" the redeemed of the Lord," a people redeemed by God the Son" and thou shalt be called, Sought out" (by God the Holy Ghost),
" A city not forsaken."
And then consider another thing; that you are constantly under
the eye and care and concern of your great spiritual Head. He
says, " I will set Mine eyes upon them for good." His eye is upon
you for your good. You see Him not; but He sees you, and is
constantly near you-as near you as you are to yourselves. He will
" set His eyes upon you for good" from morning to night, from year's
end to year's end; and while He "sets His eyes upon you for good"
His heart yearns over you, and His bowels are represented as moving
for you. Perhaps you have found it a great support in time of trial
and affliction, to know that you are remembered and prayed for by
the beloved people of God; it is a great support to the disciple of
Jesus, in a time of trouble, when assured that he has the prayers of
God's people; it is very encouraging, when we think, that those,
who love the Lord, and whom the Lord loves, are concerned for us
and feel for us under our trials and afflictions, and so carry us and

The Gospel Magazine

211

our circumstances to a throne of grace and plead for us. But if you
have found encouragement from that at any time in any measure,
how much more encouraging is it, to know that you have the sympathy
and tender concern of your great spiritual Head! As He said of
old, "In all your afRictions He is afRicted." The Head in heaven
feels what the members suffer on earth. His compassions are
infinite; and His compassions incline Him to remember you and
to intercede for you before the throne of grace above-for " He ever
liveth to make intercession for us," and He says, "I pray for those
whom Thou hast given Me." His heart is ever yearning over you.
And to express this, He has adopted one of the strongest images,
that perhaps can be adopted. "Can a woman forget her sucking
child, that she should not have compassion on the son of her womb ~
Yea, they may forget"; such a thing is possible, a mother may
become a monster; "yet," says He, " yet will I not forget thee."
And consider, further, He knows everything constantly, that is
passing in your heart and mind. There is no secret and affectionate
thought ever stirring in your mind toward Him, no outgoing of spirit
after Him, no desire to seek communion with Him and have intercourse with Him and enjoyment of His love-there is nothing of
this kind that is unnoticed by Him; He sees it all. And you may
well take comfort from this, that if there is any real desire of heart
after Him, any outgoing of spirit towards Him, it is the consequence
of His own love to you; it is because He saw you in your miserable
state of nature, and entered into Covenant with vou. You had
never sought Him, if He had not thus first and o;iginally sought
you,-and sought you when you were wandering from Him in your
low and wretched and miserable estate-sought you by the power of
His Holy Spirit. This desire after Him is His own work in you;
and He admires, and forsakes not, the work of His own hands.
And this should prove a fresh encouragement to you to be constantly realizing His goodness and living upon Him, entering into
(and seeking from Him the present effect of) the view we have been
attempting to exhibit. The effect of it is described by the holy
apostle in the context to be deadness to the world. For what is all
the world with its vanities to a disciple of Jesus, when he enters really
into the possession of this blessing ~ A realizing view of it tends
to draw your heart after Him, who is already entered into glory;
it tends to draw your affections towards Him, who will appear again.
That will be an awful day indeed to thousands and tens of thousands;
for He will be "revealed from heaven in flaming fire "-for what ~
why, to " take vengeance." An awful thing indeed; He is now the
Lamb of God that taketh away sin, but then He will appear to take
vengeance on transgressors. He will be "r~vealed from heaven in
flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know not God and that
obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ." But He will come
" to be glorified in His saints and to be admired in all them that believe"
-who have realized their union with Him, and have been enabled
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to cleave to Him with purpose of heart. Oh! to be enabled to look
forward and realize that day, when Christ shall appear in glory and
you shall appear" with Him in glory."
We will only just add, that this subject tends to reconcile many
things to our minds. What individual is there present here, who is
not subject to, and does not experience, many things exceedingly
trying to flesh and blood? But they are all under the management
of your spiritual and Covenant Head, who has promised that not one
of them shall do you any real injury, but that they shall all " work
together for good to you." Oh! then, trust in Him. Stay thyself
upon thy God. This is the way to pass comfortably and peacefully
through whatever is yet to come; stay thyself upon thy God. And
remember His promise: He will" keep thee in perfect peace."

THE

STAGGERINGS OF UNBELIEF, AND THE
PERSUASIONS OF FAITH.
(ROMANS iv. 20, 21.)
By THE LATE J. C. PHILPOT (Communicated.)
(Oontinued from page 120.)

BUT I now pass on to the positive side of the subject-the strength
of Abraham's faith-CC But was strong in faith." We have to know
both sides of the question: the negative first, and then the positive;
for it is a knowledge of both sides, unbelief and faith, which manifests
us to be children of God. If you had nothing but unbelief, how would
you be distinguished from the positive unbeliever? If there were no
principles in your breast, beyond those of unbelief which are in the
breasts of all; if you are ever putting away God's Word from you,
through the power of unbelief, and were to live and die in that state,
what is there in you to save your soul, or distinguish you from those
who die in their sins? Therefore, though we hold up the negative
3ide in order that we may enter into the secret feelings, and describe
the exercises and p
:ties of the quickened saints of God, yet we
must bring before them raith in its fruits and effects, and thus hold
up a glass that they may see also in it the features of the work of
God in their soul, and recognize in themselves marks of Divine teaching.
Abraham was" strong in faith." He was to be an exemplar to all
believers. He was eminently "the father of the faithful." It was
therefore necessary for his own comfort as well as for that of the Church
of God in all ages, that he should be strong in faith. But let us not
for a moment think that Abraham gave himself the faith which he
possessed; let us not pelieve that Abraham's faith, strong as it was,
was strengthened by any act of his own. Let us not pour such
contempt upon the grace of God, as to ascribe to Abraham any of
this strength of faith of which God speaks so highly. If he was strong
in faith, God gave him every atom of the faith in which he was strong.
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To hold any other doctrine is to dishonour God by giving honour to
man. The Apostle has expressly told us that one reason why Abraham
was not justified by works, was, that he might not glory before God.
But if Abraham's faith was of his own giving and strengthening, it
would be a work of his own in which he could glory. If he was the
author of his own faith, he would be the author too of the works
performed by that faith; and thus we should come at once to justification by works. But Abraham, as I shall presently show, displaycd
on more than one occasion the weakness of his faith, and God has
left this upon record to show us that Abraham's faith was not his
own gift, or stood in his own power. It may seem hard to reconcilc
an apparent contradiction-that unbelief is a sin and a very great
one, and yet we cannot give ourselves faith. It might therefore bc
objected, " Why are we blamed? Why are we punished for unbelief
if we cannot give ourselves faith?" but the same objection may be
made against our other sins, and upon similar ground we may argue:
"Why are men lost at all? Why punished for their sins if they
cannot help sinning?" But the whole objection arises from an
ignorance of the nature and depth of the fall. Because we have lost
all our own righteousness, must God sacrifice all His justice and
holiness? But I cannot enlarge on this point. Let us see in what
consisted the peculiar strength of Abraham's faith. It had to fight
with not only an apparently insuperable difficulty, but with, humanly
speaking, a practical impossibility. I need not tell you, you are fully
aware of, the peculiar difficulty which Abraham's faith had to meet
as springing out of his own advanced age and the similar case of Sarah.
God gave him three special promises, and everyone of these promises
was connected with his having a child. One promise was, that the
land of Canaan should belong to his seed for an everlasting possession.
The second promise was, that in his seed all the nations of the earth
should be blessed. The third was that God would be a Covenant God
to him and to his seed after him. Now all these promises depended
upon his having a child, and as God had promised that Sarah should
be " a mother of nations, and that Kings of people should be of her,"
it was necessary that the promised son should come from her, as well
as from him. But, as you well Know, two difficulties stood in the
way of the fulfilment of the promise, connected with himself and his
wife, and that these were not only naturally insuperable, but gathered
fresh strength, so to speak, every day. The strength then of his faith
was'shown in fighting against those natural difficulties and in believing
that God Who had given the promises would in His own time and
way overcome them, and perform what He had promised to the uttermost. But God saw fit for five-and-twenty years to try that faith.
The prospect would naturally become darker and darker, and the
promise farther from its fulfilment, as the years rolled on. Yet
Abraham's faith held through all these wearisome years, bearing with
Sarah's fretfulness and unbelief, sustaining both himself and her, and
manfully resisting every difficulty. By this patient endurance, it
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was manifested that he was strong in faith, and that he was fully
persuaded that what God had promised he was able to perform.
But this brings us to our next point, the peculiar nature and character
of Abraham's faith. He was fully persuaded of the power of God to
accomplish his own promise. We are not to suppose that he was
altogether free from unbelieving doubts and fears. His faith was
subject to changes like our own, and by this it was distinguished from
the faith which stands in the wisdom of men, the secret of its strength
being that it stood in the power of God. When, therefore, that power
was suspended, his faith was proportionately weakened. We have
several remarkable instances of the weakness of his faith on some
trying occasions. When, for instance, he said to the Lord, "Lord
God, what wilt Thou give me, seeing I go childless, and the steward
of my house is this Eliezer of Damascus ~" was not his faith weak ~
Had not God said to him, " I will make of thee a great nation" (Gen.
xii. 2). And again, " And I will make thy seed as the dust of the
earth: so that if a man can number the dust of the earth, then shall
thy seed also be numbered" (Gen. xiii. 16). Yet, here he laments
his childless state, and fears that his steward will be his heir. We see
the weakness of his faith more especially manifested in two instances:
once at Egypt, and again at Gerar. For in both places he denied
that Sarah was his wife, and called her his sister. We see this weakness
also in a more marked degree in his listening to Sarah's carnal advice
to take Hagar to wife. It is true that God at that time had not
especially promised him a son by Sarah, but he should have known
better than to leave his own wife to take another to his bosom. Thus,
Abraham with all his faith was not free from the workings of unbelief ;
nay, they seemed from the instances which I have brought forward
to have sometimes risen in him to a high pitch. And yet with all
the weakness of his faith, which was doubtless left upon record for
our instruction, and that no man, even Abraham, should glory in the
flesh, this was the character of his faith, he was fully persuaded that
what God had promised he was able also to perform. He, therefore,
in the strength of that faith, overlooked all creature difficulties.
Weighed in nature's balance, they seemed insuperable. But he looked
beyond all difficulties, and hung his faith simply upon this-God
has promised it.
But now let me apply this more particularly to our own faith,
of which Abraham's is brought forward as the representative
pattern. I have before shown you that faith deals with the promises
of God in the Word, as Abraham's faith dealt with the promises
made to him by God's own mouth. Now, the promises with which
our faith has to deal are for the most part of a twofold nature.
(1) There are general promises in the Word spoken to characters;
and (2) There are special promises spoken by the mouth of God out
of the Word to individuals. With both kinds of promises faith
then has to deal, for we have already pointed out that our faith, if
genuine, must be of the same nature with the faith of Abraham; for
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in this sense he is" the father of all them that believe," and by walking
in the steps of his faith we share his blessing; as the Apostle says:
" Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the
children of Abraham." And observe the conclusion which he draws
from this. "So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful
Abraham "; and thus, "the blessing of Abraham might come on
the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise
of the Spirit through faith" (Gal. iii. 7, 9, 14). I cannot here enlarge;
but if you will carefully read and compare together Rom. iv. and
Gal. iii., you will find the whole subject clearly and beautifully opened
by the Holy Ghost in the hand of Paul. Bear then this in mind,
that the simple character of faith is that it consists in being fully
persuaded that what God has promised he is able also to perform.
Now for the application of this. I brought forward in the first part
of my discourse some promises which are spoken to characters, such
as the promise of pardon to those who confess their sins; that God
will receive graciously and be a Father to those who come out of the
world, and separate themselves from all evil; that those who seek
shall find, those who ask shall receive, and to those who knock, it shall
be opened; that Christ will cast out none who come unto him; and
that whatever we ask in Christ's Name He will do it unto us. Now
these promises are spoken to characters, to those in whom the blessed
Spirit has begun and is carrying on a gracious work, whom He has
fitted for the reception of these promises not only by the first giving
of them in the Word of Truth, but by preparing the heart to receive
them in due time applying them, and establishing and confirming
them in the believing soul. The first thing, then, we have to do in
the acting of our faith, is to be fully persuaded that what God has
promised he is able to perform. He has promised to pardon those
who confess their sins; He has promised to receive graciously those
who come out of the world; to cast themselves simply upon His
favour; He has promised to those who ask, pray, and knock, that He
will hear and accept and bless them. Now unless we firmly believe
that God is able to perform these promises, we cannot take a single
step forward. Here it is that the children of God first learn their
weakness; they see the Word filled with promises, and all of them most
suitable to their state and case. But when they seek to lay hold of
those promises, appropriate them, and make them their own, then they
find every difficulty arrayed in the way against them. If they could
merely look at and admire them, as seeing them in the Word, and did
not want to find their accomplishment in their own bosom, all these
difficulties would vanish.
(To be c.ontinued.)
" WHEN a. believer marries an unbeliever, what is it but reviving the
old cruel punishment of tying the living and the dead together ~ "Toplady.
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SERMONETTES FOR STAY-AT-HOME SUNDAYS.
EFFECTUAL CALLING.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
GOD'S people are frequently spoken of in Holy Scripture as " called."
For example, the Apostle Paul wrote in his letter to the Christians at
Rome, chapter i. 6, 7, " Among whom are ye also the called of Jesus
Christ: to all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints."
This calling is effectual. It is the call of God. It is one of the links
in the golden chain of God's eternal purpose: "And we know that
all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who
are the called according to His purpose. For whom He did foreknow,
He alslt did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His Son,
that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover
whom He did predestinate them He also called; and whom He called,
them He also justified; and whom He justified, them He also glorified."
Unregenerate men may and do effectually resist the outward call of
the Gospel. God now" Commandeth all men everywhere to repent,"
said Paul at Athens (Acts xvii. 30); and to the Church of the Thessalonians he wrote that, " When the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from
heaven with His mighty angels," it will be, " In flaming fire taking
vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the Gospel
of our Lord Jesus Christ" (2 Thess. i. 7, 8). And for this they are
responsible, as free agents. "Because I have called, and ye refused;
I have stretched out My hand, and no man regarded; . . . I also will
laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh"
(Prov. i. 24, 26).
But the call of God the Holy Ghost is an effectual call. It produces
results. It involves salvation and eternal glory. The means ordinarily
used are the Word of God, and the preaching of the Gospel. "But
how does effectual calling work, or what effect is produced by it ~ It
is the beginning of the Holy Spirit's work of regeneration; the eyes
and heart of the sinner are opened to see and feel the miserable state
he is in; and he is turned from sin to God, through faith in Christ
Jesus" (Hale's Oatechism of the doctrines of grace).
Furthermore, effectual calling is out of darkness into light: 1 Peter
ii. 9, " Who hath called you out of darkness into His marvellous light"
(see also Col. i. 13). It includes final preservation by the power and
grace of God, for the Apostle, writing to the Church of the Thessalonians, prays, " The very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I
pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Faithful is He that calleth
you, Who also will do it" (1 Thess. v. 23, 24). And it is linked with
glorification. "But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for
you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning
chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief
of the truth; whereunto He called you by our Gospel, to the obtaining
of the glory of our Lord Jesus Ohrist " (2 Thess. ii. 13, 14). St. Peter's
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prayer is similar, 1 Peter v. 10, " But the God of all grace, Who hath
called us unto His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have
suffered awhile, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you."

NAILl\1ARKS.
THIS subject was suggested to me by a dear friend, beloved of the
Lord, "faithful in Christ Jesus." It is a subject that grows deeper
and sweeter and fuller as we ponder the marvellous love of a marvellous
God in Christ. Thus absorbed in contemplation we find ever-increasingly" Sweet the moments rich in blessing
Which before the <lross I spend."

The more we study the infallible word of Divine truth revealed by the
Holy Spirit, the more we see into the heart of God and His exquisite
tenderness with His guilty, sinful, but blood-bought redeemed ones,
and the more we wonder and love and exult in the" Love Divine all
loves excelling," and in the
"Trysting place where heaven's love
And heaven's justice meet."

We little gauge the unfathomable love in the giving, the voluntary
suffering, the gladness and the freeness of the sacrifice of Christ. He
"endured the cross, despising the shame." And all for-ah I-for
whom ~ Guilty, helpless, loveless, hell-deserving sinners, dead in
trespasses and sins. He called and chose, chose in Christ, and in
Christ He is well pleased always. "Because the Lord loved you"
He "determined to save." Then by the Holy Spirit's quickening
grace blind eyes were opened, hearts touched and melted, forgiveness,
pardon, and redemption sealed. I always think that is a wonderful
love-responsive verse in Ps. xci., " Because he hath set his love upon
Me, therefore will I deliver him: I will set him on high, because he
hath known My name."
There are very striking and very precious pictures of nailmarks in
the Word of God. The suggestion of the study has been very helpful
to me personally. 1\1ay they be also to each dear reader.
1. The nailmark of sin, which is death. See Judges iv. 22, the nail
in Sisera's head, the death of the enemy of God by the hand of a woman.
" She put her hand to the nail, and her right hand to the workman's
hammer." Thus the opposer of God's people fell through a nail
fastened in his temples by a woman's hand-death, the nailmark of sin.
2. There is the nailmark of love, also of suffering. See St. John
xx. 25, 27. We all know the story of poor Thomas, the doubting
disciple, the one who wanted to see before he could accept any statement
that seemed to him to be an impossibility. He knew Jesus had been
nailed hands and feet to the cross, that He had died and been buried.
But although the other disciples had seen Him and had told him,
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"We have seen the Lord," yet he declared, "Except I shall see in
His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of
the nails, and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe." Are
we not often like Thomas ~ "Seeing is believing," we say, but seeing
is not faith. We read in Heb. xi. 1 a definition of faith. "Faith is
the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen."
Eight days later Thomas saw his risen Saviour and was invited to
behold the hands and to thrust hIS hand into his Saviour's side. But
his answer, " My Lord and my God," evidences that he was convinced.
The gentle rebuke of Jesus must have penetrated his breast. "Thomas,
because thou hast seen Me, thou hast believed; blessed are they that
have not seen, and yet have believed." Suffering nailmarks of love.
" He showed unto them His hands and His side." His disciples saw
and were glad. His nailmarks were tokens of identification, tokens
of suffering borne, tokens of deepest love, also of finished work of
redemption.
3. Nailmark of blessing, salvation. See Col. ii. 14. "Blotting out
the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary
to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to His cross; and having
spoiled principalities and powers, He made a show of them openly,
triumphing over them in it." The point is nailing our sentence of
death on Himself and taking it away. The" load was laid on Him,"
and as we look and linger at the foot of the cross, surging thoughts of
two wonders arise. We see indeed" The wonder of His glorious love
and our own worthlessness." We see in that nailing the token of
sure union of Christ and His redeemed. "Who shall separate us from
the love of Christ ~" "How firm a foundation ye saints of the Lord."
Look to the foundation, dear child of God. Build upon a rock; the
"Rock of Ages." "And the rain descended and the floods came,
and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for
it was founded upon a rock." And that Rock is Christ. His n",iled
hands and pierced side and bleeding feet placed thee on that Rock.
Think of His triumph cry, "It is finished." Think of Jesus Himself
standing in the midst saying, " Peace be unto you," and His" Behold
My hands and My feet." And He showed them His hands and His
feet. Eight days later He displayed them again to Thomas, tokens
of His reality, of His love unto the death, and of His victory. "He
showed unto them His hands and His feet," " wounded for mlr transgre'Ssions," and we see "Victory, victory through the blood of the
Lamb slain for us."
4. Nailmark of service-obedience. We read in 1 Chron. xxii. 3:
" David prepared iron in abundance for the nails for the doors of the
gates and for the joinings." This was for the temple-the Lord's
house, for the workmen, the builders. And the Lord of the builders
would say now to His dear workers, "Workers together with Him,
be strong and of good courage; dread not nor be dismayed." "AriBe
.and be doing, and the Lord be with thee."
NETTlE.
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"WHAT IS TRUTH 1 "
JOHN xviii. 38.
THIS most important question was asked by Pilate, the Roman
governor of Judrea, when the actual answer stood before him, in the
person of the Lord Jesus Christ, Who is Truth incarnate. He Who is
" the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever" (Heb. xiii. 8), and
Who being God-" God manifest in the flesh "-(1 Tim. iii. 16) "cannot
lie" (Titus i. 2) said" I AM THE TRUTH" (John xiv. 6).
He is the" God of Truth and without iniquity, just and right is He "
(Deut. xxxii. 4; Ps. xxxi. 5; John xvii. 3). Let this one fact be
fully realized and it at once becomes evident that the whole of
Scripture must be true, and that it must be the inspired Word of
God.
The Lord Jesus is the sum and substance of all saving truth (John
xiv. 6). All Scripture testifies of Him (John v. 39; Rev. xix. 10).
He, Who is termed" the Spirit of Truth," testifies of the Lord Jesus
by the Word and makes Him known (John xv. 26; xvi. 13, 14).
The Lord Jesus, Who is Life as well as Truth (John xiv. 6) said,
" I am come that they (men and women) might have lite "-that is
a new life, or eternal life (John x. 10). How is it possible for men and
women to need this new life if they are not spiritually dead 1 If men
have true spiritual life in themselves, then there is no meaning in the
words of the Lord Jesus, "I am come that they might have life."
But the evidence of everyday experience proves that men and women
have not true spiritual life in themselves. If they did possess this
life, then they could not fail to bring forth its fruit, which would
manifest itself in love to God and love to all mankind (Matt. xxii.
36-40). Of mankind at large it is written, " God is not in all his
thoughts" (Ps. x. 4).
The Bible, being the Word of God and being inspired by the Holy
Spirit-" the Spirit of Truth "-it is termed" the Scripture of Truth"
(Dan. x. 21), and hence if men honestly desire to know "what is
truth 1 " they will seek for the answer where alone it can be found.
John, "that disciple whom Jesus loved" (John xxi. 7), and who
had the privilege of such close intercourse with his Lord that he was
permitted to "lean upon His breast at supper" (John xxi. 20), wrote
concerning Him, " Jesus, the Word made flesh, was full of grace and
truth" (see John i. 14), and John the Baptist added his testimony,
"Grace and truth came by Jesus Christ" (John i. 17). The "Lord
Himself confirmed this fact saying, " Ye sent unto John and he bare
witness unto the truth" (John v. 33), and He further added, on another
occasion, " Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free"
(John viii. 32). This freedom to which the Lord referred is the inheritance of those alone who believe in Him, for, to those who receive and
cling to Satan's lies, the Lord said, " because I tell you the truth, ye
believe Me not," since" I say the truth, why do ye not believe Me 1 "
(John viii. 44-46).
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Very solemn and searching are the words-amongst His last-which
the Lord addressed to Pilate, "To this end . . . came I into the
world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. EVERYONE that is
of the truth heareth My voice" (John xviii. 37).
One effect of the entrance of God's Word into the heart is to give
light and understanding (see Ps. cxix. 130). The Apostle Paul describes
it as " the Word of Truth, the gospel of your salvation" (Eph. i. 13).
This" Word of Truth" this" Gospel of salvation," was not taught
to the apostle by any human means, but it was directly made known,
or revealed to him, by the Lord Jesus Himself (see Gal. i. 12). Paul
most positively asserts that not even the chiefest of the other apostles
could add anything to that knowledge which the Lord Jesus had
imparted to him (Gal. ii. 2, 6). This is a most important matter,
especially when considered in the light of Paul's other statement,
that he cheerfully surrendered all his previous hope in rites, ceremonies,
birth privileges, and fancied self-righteousness as soon as he realized
"the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus his Lord" (Acts
xxvi. 4, 5; Philip. iii. 4--10).
The apostle's statement is most important because it proves that
the freedom which comes with the knowledge of the truth (John viii.
32) does-when it is allowed unfettered action-deliver men and women
from false teaching and from their own prejudices and pre-conceived
notions. Hence when any person does honestly desire to know" the
truth which is after godliness," or God's truth (Titus i. 1), such a
person's prayer will, in substance, be " Speak, Lord; for Thy servant
heareth "-or desires to hear (1 Sam. iii. 9). Where there is this
willingness of mind to be taught the truth, there God does exercise
great patience in teaching. "Who teacheth like God" (Job :lL~xvi. 22).
"Blessed is the man whom Thou teachest out of Thy law (or Word),
o Lord" (Ps. xciv. 12).
The" Word of Truth," "the Gospel of salvation "-which the
Lord taught Paul is the truth for all time, for" I am the Lord, I change
not" (Mal. iii. 6), and therefore His truth cannot possibly change.
If "the Word of Truth," which makes known the good news of
salvation, and which Paul preached and taught, be attentively considered, it will be evident that the previous statement is true that God
being the" God of Truth" it follows that the whole of Scripture is true.
When the angel appeared, separately, to both Mary and Joseph
he was commissioned to say, "Thou shalt call the child Jesus, for He
shall save His people from their sins" (see Matt. i. 18-21; Luke i. 31).
This saving is from spiritual death, or in other words being delivered
from death and brought into a state of spiritual life (John iii. 16;
Luke xix. 10; John v. 24). John the Baptist urged men to " Behold
THE LAMB OF GOD, Who taketh away the sin of the world" (John
i. 29). Nowhere but in God's Word is there any explanation for the
need of the Son of God to die. That need is the result of Adam's
sin (Gen. iii.). Adam disobeyed God's definite command and ignored
God's definite warning (Gen. ii. 17). Adam sinne<;l.. "By sin came
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death, and so dea.th pa.ssed upon all men, for that all have sinned"
(Rom. v. 12).
This is a solemn fact, but the glorious truth is also a fact, a fact
worthy of the utmost attention and worthy of the fullest acceptance
and belief, that" Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners,
even the chief" (see 1 Tim. i. 15). Paul was commissioned to proclaim
this fact, this truth, by Him Who is Truth.
The" Word of Truth "-" the Gospel of salvation "-is really comprised in a very few words and yet it is so vast it can never be exhausted,
it is briefly this: "All have sinned" (Rom. iii. 23). The sentence,
"The soul that sinneth it shall die" (Eze. xviii.· 4). The remedy,
" Christ died for the ungodly, for sinners" (Rom. v. 6, 8). Then if
any pers.on is truly conscious of sin and of helplessness let such take
with him words and turn unto the Lord (Hosea xiv. 1,2), and" believing
on the Lord Jesus Christ with all his heart he shall be saved" (Acts
xvi. 31). Clear is the truth that salvation is entirely of grace (Eph.
ii. 8, 9).
P. I. B.
THE PURSUIT.
WHEN there is nothing else to think about (so to speak), it is pleasing
to wonder where it would be nice to go. Portugal would do perhaps,
where the scenery and the mountains are wonderful and unknown
and the most ancient buildings stand in solitary places. Dr. Doddridge
is buried in Portugal. He went to Lisbon as a last attempt to cure
his consumption, and his dear Mrs. Doddridge went with him, but in
a month or so (it was in 1750, I think) she had to come back alone to
his fatherless children, to his bereft congregation, and to his very
numerous and mourning friends. He wrote, "Jesus, I love Thy
charming Name, 'Tis music in my ear." And, indeed, he had the wish
of the next two lines: "Fain would I sound it out so loud, that
heaven and earth might hear." He was a very ardent man and
was only about fifty-one when he died.
It would be unusual to have a holiday in Greenland, where Mr.
Egede, from Denmark, laboured as missionary through the most
appalling difficulties from 1721 to 1735. And then, when he had to
return, seeing no fruit, he preached his last sermon from, "I have
laboured in vain, I have spent my strength for nought and in vain.
Yet surely my judgJ:Ilent is with the Lord, and my work with my God."
Three years afterwards other missionaries carrying on the work were
cheered with a spiritual awakening, and the, appropriate promise
contained in the text appointed for the day when the first confession
of faith was made was, "They shall not labour in vain, nor bring
forth for trouble, for they are the seed of the blessed of the Lord,
and their offspring with them."
But apart from journeys to Portugal and Greenland it is the blessing
of God here and now that we need, a sense of His favour and mercy,
that His face is toward us in love, and with no condemnation, but
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with pity and compassion. We need a spirit of prayer and thankfulness. What help that brings: and a God-given persuasion over and
above all our sad heart-sinkings, and labours, and burdens, and
despondencies, that He cares for us and will yet satisfy us with joy.
Are not these better to us, as Elkanah would have said, than ten excursions to the most delightful spot that the sun shines on 1 Without
the Lord, "While place we seek, or place we shun, the soul finds
happiness in none."
It is no unique experience in these days to go through the Red Sea,
and see (or pass without seeing) the place where God made a way for
the ransomed of the Lord to pass over. "And the enemy said, I will
pursue, I will divide the spoil." And they pursued with all that they
had, but no spoil was theirs. They were spoil themselves from that
day to this to Israel. The God of Israel closes His people in on every
side and makes them stand still and see His salvation. The spoil has
always been Israel's. Saul seemed to feel this on the occasion when
he ceased his pursuit of David, and in a gentler spirit, delivered for
the time from his envy, hatred and malice, said to his poor harassed
victim, " Thou art more righteous than I, thou shalt prevail." David
could have enlarged on the subject of pursuits when he was delivered
for ever from the huntings of Saul, when he himself had pursued his
enemies and recovered all that he had lost. Always victory, one way
or another, was his, though so many enemies were against him,
whether he looked at the things which were seen, or on the things
which are not seen, when his soul followed hard after God, and
his sighs and prayers found their way to heaven. The SyroPhcenician woman was like him; she pursued the' Lord, determined
not to let Him get away with the spoil which she wanted and which
He held in His hand. "Send her away," the disciples said, and she
might have said, " 0 yes, send me away," as it says in Prov. xix. 7.
" All the brethren of the poor do hate him: how much more do his
friends go far from him 1 he pursueth them with words, yet they are
wanting to him." But One remained, and was kind, though she had
to wait and to argue, and to implore, and against hope, to hope. He
gave her what she wanted, and if we want from Him mercy and love
and help, He will say to our sweet comfort and uplifting, " Be it unto
thee even as thou wilt."
FOLLOWER-ON.
" • The old man' is put off, but he is not put out; and though he
does not reign, he rages, and often threatens to get the ascendant."Dr. Gill.
LORD KELVIN writes: "Forty years ago I asked Liebig, walking
somewhere in the country, if he believed that the grass and flowers,
that we saw around us, grew by mere chemical forces. He answered,
• No, no more than J could believe that a book of botany describing
them, could grow by mere chemical forces.' "-Quoted in Bible League
Quarterly.
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SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERY.
" Who hath div-ided a 1vay for the lightning of thunder, to cause it to
min on the earth . . . and to cause the bud of the tender herb to
spring forth? "-J OB xxxviii. 25-27.
I the 38th chapter of the Book of Job, from which the above extract
is ta.ken, there are 41 verses; and there are 41 questions put to Job
by his Creator. In all there are 328 (4.1 x 8) questions in this Book
of Scripture, only two chapters being without any question.
It is very remarkable that every scientific discovery has been anticipated in the Holy Book of God. Science is now enga/Zed in removing
the veil from many of the mysteries of Creation; and as each fact
is thus revealed it is to be found most plainly recorded in Scripture.
Every book of science written by man has to be revised as OUT knowledge extends: the Book of God is perfect from its inception.
Tt is only in modem times that the presence of elect1icity has been
known, and even now its nature is not understood. And it is only
in recent years that men of science have disc.overed that no rain can
fall apart from the action of electricity. Yet this fact is most literally
written at least three times in the Bible: "The lightning of thunder,
to cause it to rain on the earth" (Job xxxviii. 25); "He maketh
lightnings for the rain" (Ps. cxxxv. 7); "He maketh lightnings with
rain" (Jer. x. 13).
It is an elementary truth that two influences are in constant operation in the growth of plants--sunshine and rain. In my ordinary
reading on Friday, February 1st, I came to the passage quoted above
in the Book of Job. I had always previously taken the sequence to
be that the lightning caused the rain, and that the rain" caused the
bud of the tender he1b to spring forth." But on this reading it dawned
upon my mind for the first time that the plain grammatical structure
of the sentence permits the view that the lightning causes the rain and
also causes the bud of the tender herb to spring forth. On the following
Tuesday, February 5th, at Cheltenham, I stood admiring a cluster of
snowdrops, with three yellow crocuses; and at once recalled my
impression of the recent reading. There was no sunshine, and for
some days there had been no rain; yet these fragile flowers had made
their way through the hard earth. What was the power that had helped
them through? Was it electricity?
I am making these thoughts public with the idea of asking whether
they have previOllsly occurred to any othel Bible reader; and whether
the fact suggested is known by Nature-lovers and horticulturists.
But the grand and supreme fact stands firm and fast, that the
Author of Creation is the Author of the Bihle; and that every statement of the Bible is made with the most perfect scientific accuracy.
WILLIAM WILEMAN.
Cricklewood.
[When reading over Mr. Wileman's interesting manuscript we were
reminded of a paragraph which occurs in an excellent pamphlet entitled
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Roge1"s Reasons, by John Urquhart, published for 4d. by Messrs.
Pickering and Inglis, Paternoster Row, London. Mr. Urquhart says
(p. 26); "I once heard Lord Kelvin make a statement in the Natural
Philosophy Class Room, in the old Glasgow University, which bears
upon this matter. He was asking some of those who were working
in the laboratory about experiments which they had been making as
to the connection between lightning and rain. After receiving the
reports, he turned round to us and remarked, with that earnest
solemnity of his, 'I believe there never is rain without lightning! '
One day, months afterwards, I was reading this Psalm (cxxxv.) and
came upon the seventh verse (' He maketh lightnings for the rain ').
Immediately the scene in the College Class Room flashed upon me,
and I said, ' 'Wny, here is the very discovery towards which the biggest
electrician of the time is only now feeling his way!' I had believed
in the Bible before. But my belief put on a deeper reverence from
that moment." Although this does not answer Mr. Wileman's special
question, it confirms his statement that "no rain can fall without
the action of electricity."-EDIToR.]

ANOTHER CHEERING TESTIMONY.
A KIND 'correspondent writes under date February 27th, as follows:
" I feel constrained to write to let you know how much the writings
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE have been blessed to my soul. I have been
in fellowship with Brethren for fifty years and have been preaching
the Gospel of the grace of God for forty-five years, but had never
heard of the Magazine until about six months ago, when a friend sent
me some back numbers. Since then I have got them from Bedford
Street. I can truly say I have never read a more Scriptural Magazine.
. " I love the truth of God's sovereign electing grace. But for this
God only knows where I would be to-day. To Him be. all the g!ory .
. . . I often wonder why I am invited to preach, but what the Lord
opens none can shut. I often am persecuted concerning the doctrines
of grace. A few years agQ.. we had godly Brethren that believed. and
preached them, but, alas! our platforms are occupied chiefly with
free-will preachers. What they cannot understand is the reason I
am so earnest in preaching the Gospel when I know salvation is of the
Lord and by His Spirit alone. . . . I get quite a good hearing and
God has given me many precious souls. To His name be all the
glory."
" THE sacred writers constantly recognize the fact that the freest
and most spontaneous acts of men, their inward states and the outward manifestations of those s.tates, when good, are due to the secret
influence of the Spirit of God, which eludes our consciousness. "the
believer is most truly self-determined, when determined by the grace
of God "-Dr. C. Bodge on 2 Cor. viii. 1.
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THE ONE OFFERING OF CHRIST UPON THE CROSS.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
" By the which will we are sanctified, through the offering of the body of
Jesus Ohrist once for all."-HEBREWS x. 10.
WHEN the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews, under the inspiration
of the Holy Spirit, is making known the typical meaning of the Levitical
ritual, he says of Christ (chapter vii. 26, 27), " For such a high priest
became us, Who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners,
and made higher than the heavens; Who needeth not daily as those
high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for
the people's: for this He did once, when He offered up Himself"; and
(chapter ix. 28), " Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many."
In the tenth chapter he enlarges upon this theme. "The law," he
says (the Levitical law, that is), was, " A shadow of good things to
come." It was what we call typical, pointing forward to the reality,
the one offering of Christ upon the cross. So, it is declared that the
sacrifices offered every year on the Day of Atonement, as recorded in
Lev. xvi. could not remove the stain of sin from the consciences of the
worshippers, but on the contrary, there was a remembrance again of
sins every year, inasmuch as the blood of bulls and of goats could
not possibly" take away" sins. Then the contrast is drawn between
these sacrifices and" the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once"
(once for all---one word in the Greek). "And," the inspired reasoning
proceeds, " Every priest standeth daily, ministering, and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins: but this
Man, after He had offered one sacrifice ior sins for ever, sat down on
the right hand of God." Note the contrast. The priests of the Old \
Testament dispensation continually offering the same sacrifices, for
they could not take away sins; Christ, on the other hand, "put
away sin by the sacrifice of Himself." Their work was never done,
Christ's sacrifice of the cross was a finished work. Therefore, there is
now no sacrificing priest in the ministry of the New Testament disp~n
sation. There is no need for such since the Holy Ghost witnesses in
the new Covenant of grace, " Their sins and lniquities will I remember
no more"; from which the triumphant conclusion is drawn, " Now
where remission of these (sins and iniquities) is, there is no more
offering for sin."
Dr. Lightfoot, a former Bishop, of Durham, wrote: "The Kingdom
of Christ has no sacerdotal system. It interposes no sacrificial tribe
or class between God and man, by whose intervention alone God is
reconciled and man forgiven. Each individual member holds personal
'communion with the Divine Head. To Him immediately he is
responsible, and from Him directly he obtains pardon and draws
strength. The Epistle to the Hebrews .teaches that all sacrifices had
been consummated in the one Sacrifice, all priesthoods absorbed in the
one Priest."
A Christian minister is never once called a priest, that is, a sacrificing
pri~(Greek hiereus), in the New Testament.
\
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)l)oung jfo Hu;, ]Dage.
"COME UNTO ME."

WHAT a sweet word is come! You see a loving mother calling her
little child to come to her, and notice the glad response. The child
is quite sure of the welcome which will be received. Supposing a
dear friend writes to you saying, "Will you come to me as soon as
you can 1 I am so longing to see you again," you will, if possible,
accept her loving invitation, because you know and love the writer.
It was the Lord Jesus Christ who said, "Come unto Me." Just
think for a moment Who He is. He is the Son of the living God, Who
was with His Father in heavenly glory from all eternity, of Whom
John wrote: "All things were made by Him, and without Him was
not anything made that was made." His Name is above every name.
All power is given unto Him in heaven and in earth. Our King is
of great importance because of the position which he holds in the
providence of God. Nearly four years ago, the Prince of Wales,
representing the King, was visiting South Africa, and I read that
some native chiefs were trembling in every limb as they mounted the
platform to be presented to the Prince.
He soon, however, put them at their ease by his kind and gracious
words. The Lord Jesus Christ is King of kings, and Lord of lords.
His words, therefore, are of tremendous importance. He left His
throne in- glory, came into this world out of love and pity for sinful
people, and in the end gave His life as a ransom, taking the sinner's
place, and dying the just for the unjust. "Christ died for the ungodly."
But who are the persons to whom the Lord Jesus says, "Come
unto Me" 1 He invites all that labour and are heavy laden. Are you,
my dear young reader, feeling burdened with a sense of sin, the Holy
Spirit, having shown you what is your real condition in God's sight 1
Then you are one of those invited to come. Look at John vii. 37 :
" If any man thi1'St, let him come unto Me and drink." This reminds
us of Isaiah Iv. 1: "Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the
waters." You see the weary, the heavy laden, and the thirsty are
thus invited. Oh! that you may respond at once to the invitation,
if you have not already done so. Jesus is able to satisfy the longing
soul, and you will be able to sing from your heart :"I came to Jesus as I was,
Weary, and worn, and bad,
I found in Him a resting place,
And He has made me glad."
If you really come to Jesus, confessing your guilt, and pleading His
precious atoning blood, you will find that He is able to save and to
keep. He bestows eternal life, He assures of sin forgiven, He gives
rest, peace, satisfaction, and joy.
There if:! no help apart from Jesus. Well might Peter say, "Lord,
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to whom shall we go 1 Thou hast the words of eternal life " (John
vi. 68). But having come to Him for pardon and peace, we need to
respond to His loving invitation in every time of need. He loves
that we should be continual comers unto Him. We indeed should
come unto Him,
11

In our joys and in our sorrows,
Days of toil, and hours of ease."

It is never the wrong time to come to Jesus.
"If you tarry till you're better,

You will never come at all.
Not the righteousSinners Jesus came to call."

How assuring and comforting are the Lord's own words to each seeking
young reader-" Him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out"
(John vi. 35).
THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
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ORDAINED TO ETERNAL LIFE.
" I GRADUALLY, moreover, got clearer views of the Gospel; and,
in reading the Acts of the Apostles (xiii. 48), ' As many as were ordained
to eternal life believed,' my whole system as to free-will was overturned. I saw that being ordained to eternal life was not the consequence of faith, but that the children of God believed because they were
thus ordained. This gave a considerable blow to my self-righteousness,
and henceforth I read the Scriptures more in a childlike spirit, for
hitherto I was often obliged to search for some interpretation of
Scripture which would agree with my system."-J. A. Haldane.

"Those who sit in judgment on Scripture and question or deny
what it conclusively says, are not fitting persons to be listened to as
teachers in the Church of Christ, whatever be t,heir claims as to wisdom
or holiness."-Dr. S. P. Tregelles.
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"PROTESTANT":

15earon.

ITS ORIGIN AND MEANING.

THE famous protest from which the name" Protestant" sprang, was
lodged by the Evangelical Princes at the Second Diet of Speyer, on
April 19th, 1529, against a decree of that assembly which sought to
put in force the Edict of Worms. What that meant is best told in
Motley's words: "The bloody edict, issued at Worms, without even
a pretence of sanction by the estates, was carried into immediate
effect (in the Netherlands). . . . In 1535 an imperial edict was issued
at Brussels, condemning all heretics to death; repentant males were
to be executed with the sword, repentant females to be buried alive,
the obstinate, of both sexes, to be burned. This and similar edicts
were the law of the land for twenty years, and rigidly enforced."
(Rise of the Dutch Republic, i. 79, 81; Dent's" Everyman's Library.")
To save the Empire from such horrors the" Protestants" said:
"We protest publicly before God, our only Creator, Preserver,
Redeemer and Saviour, Who as the only Searcher of all our hearts,
judgeth righteOJ.l.Sly, and we also protest before all the world, that we
do not consent to or agree with any resolutions or acts contained in
the last decree of Speyer, which in the great concern of religion are
contrary to God and to His holy Word, injurious to our souls' salvation,
and also in direct opposition to the dictates of our conscience, as well
as to a decree issued by an Imperial Diet of Speyer."
That furnishes one satisfactory reply to the illiterate Sacerdotal
charge that Protestantism means merely " protesting against" some
doctrines, and is a "bare negation." Of course it is nothing i;o be
ashamed of if we should offer" bare negation" to equally bare (and'
far more indecent) assertion by our adversaries; yet our negations
spring from deep convictions of positive truth. We deny the Sacrifice
of the Mass because it is incompatible with true belief in the efficacy
of the Sacri.fice of Calvary. We deny the worship of Angels and Saints,
of stocks and stones, of rags and bones, because it is opposed to the
worship of God in spirit and in truth. We oppose Purgatory because
it is contradictory of Christ's perfect Redemption and of the peaceful
" rest" of tb,e sleeping saints. In the same way, every" protest"
we raise against Romish error has its counterbalance in a positive
truth of the Gospel.
The protest 'at Speyer was of course a negation of Rome's right to
murder people she did not like, yet who will now say that this claim
should not have been negatived? Moreover the Protestants there
witnessed for certain great principles, the sovereignty of God, the
supremacy of His holy Word, the rights of conscience, and respect for
constitutional law. Etymologically as well as historically, Protestantism stands for positive truth, for it is derived from the Latin
pro-testans, " witnessing FOR." The.people of God, even in Old Testa-
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ment times, He Himself called His "witnesses" (Isa. xliii. 10). In
the Latin Vulgate, which Rome deems authoritative, the messengers
of the Lord are actually called His " PROTESTANTS" (2 Chron. xxiv. 19,
" Quos protestantes, illi audire noleba,nt "). The same name" witness"
is given by the Risen Saviour to His chosen apostles (Luke xxiv. 48 ;
Acts i. 8). Matthias was appointed to be a " witness" and Paul was
miraculously constituted a " witness" by Christ (Acts i. 22; xxvi. 16).
Nav the same Lord names Himself the" faithful and true Witness"
(R~v. i. 5; iii. 14). In each case the Greek is the word" martus,"
which has given the name" martyr" to those servants of Christ who
in persecution have been faithful unto death.
Witnessing for Christ, then, is the distinctive characteristic of the
Christian, and that witness must of necessity involve witness against
all that is contrary to Him. Such negative witness under various
circumstances may be explicit or implied; but when circumstances
demand the negative witness, the Christian must fearlessly give it
unless he would be unfaithful. And it is just this neg<1tive witness
which most arouses the hatred of the world, the flesh, and the Devil,
against the people of God. The witness of our Lord against the
fashi.onable religion of His day stirred up the Jews to crucify Him.
The witness of the apostles AGAINST that unspeakable crime, and their
negation of salvation except through Him, brought upon them the
persecution of the" Church authorities" of that time (Acts iii. 13, 14 ;
iv. 10-12). The primitive Christians would not have been persecuted
by the pagans for merely worshipping a strange God, they could have
had a place in the Pantheon for Christ had they wished it. It was
their negative witness against all other objects of worship save the
Invisible Jehovah that brought them to the arena and the stake.
The same is the offence of Protestantism. If we would agree, as
the cant of the day is, to " preach the Gospel and avoid controversy,"
we should have .Qothing but civility from the Romanizers. We might
preach as much as we pleased the doctrine of the Atonement and
Justification by Faith, provided we did not honestly warn men that
these truths are in diametrical opposition to the lucrative delusions of
Purgatory, the Mass, and the Confessional. It is because for the
honour of the Saviour and for the salvation of souls we must combat
these errors that we incur the indignation both of those who by this
trade have their livelihood and of their infatuated dupes.
The truth is that negation is of the greatest importance in religion.
We all know that life would be less difficult if men could eliminate
the "nots" from the Ten Commandments; but there they stand.
Because of our propensity to sin, the Moral Law consists very largely
of negatives. Because of our proneness to error, the Word of God
stresses strongly certain negative positions. "None other gods""No other name "-" No man cometh unto the Father but by Me"
-" One Mediator between God and man "-" A priesthood that doth
not pass to another "-" Nor yet that he should offer himself often"
-" There is no more offering for sin "-" Not of works "-" By the
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works of the law shall no flesh be justified." Negatives such as these
are inseparable from a faithful proclamation of the whole counsel of
God. Or take an illustration from the most developed of our Creeds,
the Athanasian. This consists very largely in negative statements
which are the necessary outcome of certain positive truths. In the
face of all this, the taunt that" Protestantism is a mere negation"
is seen to be as foolish as it is untrue, and as pointless as the jeers
with which evil men will often assail the man who has the courage to
say" NO."
(The above is published as a four-paged leaflet by the Church
Association, 13 and 14, Buckingham Street, Strand, W.C.2. Price
6d. per dozen.)

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIE1'.TJ) SOCIETY.
ONCE more the Committee gratefully record the goodness of the Lord,
as the close of the financial year showed all liabilities met. The
continued practical sympathy of so many friends is sincerely appreciated.
The Committee hope to meet a large company at the Annual Meeting
at Caxton Hall on May 3rd. Full particulars of meetings were given
in advertisement in last month's Magazine.
There will be services in the interest of the Society on May 16th at
Salem Chapel, Richmond, and on the 29th at Bethlehem Chapel,
Richmond, both at 7.30.

il{ebtelllf) anll j},otlCff:' of 15ook£l.
BUNYAN: HIS DOCTRINE. By Pastor J. H. Gosden. Pp. 14.. Price
2d., post free. (Sovereign Grace Union, The Parsonage, 98,
Camberwell Grove, London, S.E.5.)
This is an excellent pamphlet, showing Bunyan's teaching on God,
the Trinity, Sin, Redemption, Grace, Election, and Justification.
Brief extracts illustrating these points are given.
WHY THE BRITISH-IsRAEL THEORY IS CONTRARY TO THE GOSPEL.
By Herman Newmark. Pp. 15. Price 2d. (To be had from
the author, 4, Grant Road, Wealdstone, Middlesex, or from G. H.
Fromow, 10, Whitehall Gardens, London, W.4.)
The author of this pamphlet is himself a Jew and his testimony
against the Anglo-Israel teaching is therefore peculiarly valuable. He
is one of the missionaries of the Hebrew Christian Testimony to Israel.
We warmly commend this ably-written and telling exposure of the
evil of Anglo-Israelism.

