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OUR LORD'S PRAYER FOR UNITY:
WHAT DOES IT MEAN 1
" Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe
on Me through their word,. that they all may be one,. as Thou,
FATHER, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be one in
Us: that the world may believe that Thou hast sent Me. And
the glory which Thou gavest Me I have given them,. that they
may be one, even as We are one: I in them, and Thou in Me,
that they may be made perfect in one."-JOHN xvii. 20-23.

So much is being said about unity, and about the re-union of
Christendom, that it behoves us to examine carefully what is the
teaching of Scripture on this important subject.
A scheme for unity among the Churches in South India has been
drawn up, and is being widely discussed. There is a movement
for re-union with the Church of Rome, as is evidenced by the
Malines Conversations. There are strong efforts being made by
Anglo-Catholics to bring about union with the Greek Church,
whose doctrines are scarcely to be distinguished from those of the
Church of Rome.
Much is being said also about bringing about the union of
Protestant Nonconformists with the Church of England.
Many leading men interpret our LORD'S prayer for unity as
indicating His will that all outward visible Churches should form
one great Church, the members of which should recognize Episcopal
government as the only rule to control its operations.
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Some insist on Episcopal government as essential for the very
existence of a Church.· Others, while not regarding Episcopacy as
necessary for the existence of a Church, think that it is necessary
for its well-being. Under the influence of this desire for union we
have seen a great union taking place between two great Presbyterian Churches in Scotland. A movement for union among the
various Wesleyan bodies is now almost mature.
In these movements the guidance of Scripture, accurately interpreted, does not seem to count. In fact, Scripture is now so
discredited by Higher Critical and Modernist teaching that it has
ceased in many quarters to be regarded as our infallible rule of
faith and practice.
For ourselves, however, the teaching of Scripture is still authoritative. We still say, "To the law and to the testimony: if they
speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in
them" (Isa. viii. 20).
Hence we invite our readers to consider with us, in dependence
on the guidance and teaching of the HOLY SPIRIT, our LORD'S
prayer for unity. We believe that His teaching on the subject of
unity is seriously misinterpreted and that large numbers are in
danger of being led astray in consequence.
1. We would first point out that our LORD definitely teaches that all
His believing people are already essentially and abidingly one.
The true people of GOD, though belonging to different visible
Churches and denominations, are not co-extensive with them.
Visible Churches are composed of the wheat and the tares, the wise
and the foolish, the good and the bad, the sheep and the goats.
The true Church of GOD, which CHRIST purchased with His Own
blood, is composed only of His elect, redeemed, regenerated, justified
and believing people. All real believers, and they only, constitute
the Church of the living GOD. Now these are already one.
They are one family. Our LORD teaches us this in the Sermon
on the Mnunt, which is addressed to His disoiples primarily, a fact
often entirely overlooked (Matt. v. 1,2). It was disciples to whom
our LORD gave what is commonly called" The LORD'S Prayer." To
them He said, " After this manner therefore pray ye: Our FATHER
Which art in heaven" (Matt. vi. 9). They alone are GOD'S children.
They alone can call Him FATHER. They are " all the children of
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GOD by faith in CHRIST JESUS." To them He has given" power
to become the sons of GOD, even to them whic:h believe on His
name." These are born of GOD (Gal. iii. 26; John i. 12, 13).
Hence they are all one family. They are scattered among the
different denominations, but they are already one family. They
are already essentially one.
They are one flock. The sheep of the Jewish fold and the sheep
of the Gentile fold, having been sought for and brought by the
GOOD SHEPHERD, and having heard His voice and followed Him,
already constitute one flock under one SHEPHERD (John x. 16, R.V.).
Having returned to the SHEPHERD and BISHOP of t.heir souls, they
are one flock. They are branches of the one Vine. To them the
LORD says, "I am the Vine, ye are the branches." They derive
their life from Him, and are vitally one with Him. Hence they are
fruitful.
.Any interpretation, therefore, of our LORD'S prayer for unity
whic~ fails to recognize the present essential and abiding unity of
all believers must be false. Of all the one flock CHRIST says, " They
shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of My
hand" (John x. 28). Their union with Him is present and abiding.
In harmony with this teaching of our LORD is the teaching
of the apostles. Paul knows but one flock in his address to
the elders at Miletus (Acts xx. 28). Peter knows of only one
flock when he says, "Feed the flock of GOD which is among
you" (see 1 Peter v. 2-4). The Apostle PiJ,ul teaches us
that there is but one family-" the whole family in heaven and
earth," "the household of GOD." Of the members of this family
the one GOD is the FATHER of all (Ephes. iv. 6). They are" predestinated unto the adoption of children," redeemed that they
might "receive the adoption," and regenerated that it might
become manifest that they are GOD'S children. (See Ephes. i. 5;
Gal. iv. 5; John i. 12, 13.)
The figure of one body is used by the Apostle Paul to denote the
present unity of all believers. They are all by the b;tptism of the
SPIRIT united to this one body. They are" the body of CHRIST, and
members in particular" (1 Cor. xii. 13, 27).
CHRIST'S Church and His body are identical, and;111 His chosen,
redeemed, quickened and believing people "are members of His
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body, of His flesh, and of His bones" (Eph. i. 22; v. 30).
Another figure setting forth the same truth is that of the one
temple. To all believers it is said, "Ye are the temple of the
living GOD." CHRIST is the Foundation and chief Corner Stone, and
all the living stones, united to Him, constitute one temple. (See
1 Cor. iii. 16; vi. 16; Eph. ii. 20-22.)
"One new Man" is another figure employed to set forth this
truth. CHRIST hath "made both one." He hath made in Himself
"one new Man" (Eph. ii. 14, 15). Thus to all believers scattered
throughout the world, of whatever race, colour, or denomination,
it is said, " There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor
free, there is neither male nor female: for YE ARE ALL ONE IN
CHRIST JESUS" (Gal. iii. 28).
It is most important that the present, essential and abiding unity
of all true believers should be frankly, fully, and lovingly recognized.
2. Secondly, let us consider our LORD'S prayer for unity among
His apostles.
•
It is as follows: "HOLY FATHER, keep through Thine Own name

those whom Thou hast given Me, that they may be one, as We are"
(John xvii. 11).
The context shows that this prayer has special reference to the
apostles and to them alone. In endeavouring to interpret the
meaning of this prayer for unity we mu t not forget the teaching
our LORD had given on this subject. He had already taught His
apostles that they were members of the one family and of the one
flock, and that they were branches in the one Vine. They were
already in vital union with Him. He was in them, and they were
in Him. They were vitally one with Him. His prayer, therefore,
that they might be one seems to be a prayer for the manifestation of
a oneness already existing. This is not an unusual way of speaking.
For example, our LORD enjoins those who were already GOD'S
children to love their enemies, and to bless them that curse. Then
He adds, "That ye may be the children of your FATHER Which is
in heaven," i.e., that ye may manifest that you are His children
(Matt. v. 44, 45).
In like manner the Apostle Paul enjoins those who are already
GOD'S children to come out and be separate, and then adds the
Divine promise, "I will receive you, and will be a FATHER unto

'
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you," i.e., I will manifest that I am a FATHER and that ye are
My sons and daughters (2 Cor. vi. 17, 18).
The oneness for which our LORD prays on behalf of His apostles
is a unity which would result from being Divinely kept. The
LORD prays that the FATHER may keep them, that they may be
one. Later He prays that the FATHER may not take them out of
the world, but" keep them from the evil one." (See Greek, John
xvii. 15.)

Our LORD knew that they would be exposed to the temptations
of the evil one, and that the devil would specially endeavour to
break up their unity and harmony one with another. Scarcely
anything is so great a hindrance to the LORD'S work as strife and
division and disunity amongst the LORD'S family. Strife and
division had gained a foothold in the Corinthian Church, and the
apostle was concerned and wrote, "I beseech you, brethren, by
the name of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, that ye all speak the same
thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye
be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment" (1 Cor. i. 10).
The danger of disunity is constant and real, and our LORD
prayed that His apostles mignt be preserved from the power of the
evil one, so that they might manifest unity one with another.
The FATHER and the SON are one. There is perfect harmony
between Them. They are one in mind, will, and affection. In like
manner the LORD prays that His apostles may be one in mind, in
will, and in affection, that, as we read elsewhere, they might" stand
fast in one SPIRIT, with one mind striving together for the faith
of the Gospel" (Phi!. i. 27).
It was lamentable when sharp contention arose between Paul
and Barnabas. It was also sad that on one occasion Paul had to
withstand Peter to the face. There is no reason to suppose, however, that the want of harmony in these instances was more than
temporary. Against even a temporary breach of unity, however,
the LORD prayed.
The saints of to-day need to be constantly watchful against a
want of love and harmony one with another. No compromise with
error should, of course, ever be tolerated, but if it be at all possible
they are to live peaceably with one another.
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To the Roman saints the apostle said, "Be of the same mind
one toward another." He prays, "Now the GOD of patience and
consolation grant you to be likeminded one toward another according
to CHRIST JESUS: that ye may with one mind and one mouth
glorify GOD, even the FATHER of our LORD JESUS CHRIST." This
is a prayer for the manifestation of unity. (See Rom. xii. 16 ;
xv. 5, 6.)
The apostle exhorted the Ephesian saints to walk worthy of their
vocation with all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering and
forbearance, "endeavouring to keep the unity of the SFffiIT in the
bond of peace." Constant watchfulness, constant lowliness of
mind, longsuffering and forbearance are needed to preserve unity
amongst the brethren. We are to seek peace and ensue it, because
there is always a danger of its running away from us. Moreover,
in this connection the apostle reminded the saints at Ephesus of
the one body, of which they were all members, the one SFffiIT Who
dwelt in them all, the one hope of their calling, the one LORD on
Whom they called and in Whose merits they trusted, the one faith
in which they believed, the one baptism of the SFffiIT by which
they were united to the body, and the one GOD and FATHER of the
one family. (See Eph. iv. 1-6.)
The need of manifesting unity is emphasized in the Epistle to the
Philippians. The apostle exhorts the saints at Philippi to have
" the same love," to be " of one accord, of one mind." Two female
members of the Church there were exhorted to "be of the same
mind in the LORD" (Phil. ii. 2; iv. 2).
The need for encouraging unity amongst the brethren was felt
by the Apostle Peter. "Finally," he said, "be ye all of one mind,
having compassion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be
courteous" (1 Peter iii. 8).
Joseph knew that brethren belonging to one family are in danger
of disunity. " ee," he said, "that ye fall not out by the way"
(Gen. xlv. 24).
The LORD then was praying for what all believers need continually
to pray for, that His apostles might manifest their unity one with
another. "Behold," says the Psalmist, "how good and how
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity" (Ps. cxxxiii. 1).
Brethren in the one family are liable to quarrel. It is a good and
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a pleasant thing, and a thing for which they should strive and pray,
that they should" dwell together in unity."
3. Thirdly, let us now consider our LORD'S prayer for unity amongst
all believers.
This prayer is given in John xvii. 20-23. It is a prayer not for
all who merely profess and call themselves Christians, but for all
real believers in the LORD JESUS CHRIST. "Neither pray I for
these alone," i.e., for the apostles, "but for them also which shall
believe on Me through their word." The word spoken by the
apostles is handed down to us in the New Testament. That word
has come to millions since apostolic days. It has come to them
in power and in the HOLY GHOST, and through Divine grace they
have been regenerated, and have been led to believe on the LORD
JESUS CHRIST. For believers, for the true people of GOD, for those
who belong to the one family and the one flock, and who are living
stones in the one temple, the LORD here prays. He does not pray
for those who are merely nominal Christians. He does not pray
for the multitude in the professing Church who are still dead in
trespasses and sins, although they are regarded as members of the
visible Churches. He prays only for unity amongst those who
have really passed from death unto life, and are in living union
with Himself, the true Vine, and the Head of His mystical body,
the Church which He hath purchased with His Own blood.
This is not the unity now so much desired. It is the corporate
unity of the various visible Churches for which so many are working.
For such a unity the LORD does not pray. His prayer has reference
only to those who through Divine grace are living believers in
Himself, as the true and only SAVIOUR of His people.
He prays" that they all may be one." He has already taught
that all believers are one family and one flock. Hence the meaning
would seem clearly to be that they may be continually manifested
as one-as one body who have obtained like precious faith in the
blood and righteousness of their GOD and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST;
as one in believing the great foundation truths of the Gospel; as
one in mind, will, love, purpose and harmony. The FATHER and
the SON are one. CHRIST is in the FATHER and the FATHER is in
Him. All believers should endeavour to manifest their essential
oneness with each other, even as the FATHER and the SON are one.
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CHRIST is in the FATHER and He is also in His people. They also
are in Him. They are in living union with Him. They are
essentially and vitally one in the FATHER and in the SON. Every
believer is in CHRIST, and CHRIST is in them. He is also in the
FATHER. Hence all who are in Him are in the FATHER also. They
are" one in Us" (see John xiv. 10, 11; xv. 5; Rom. viii. 9, 10;
2 Cor. v. 17). That all believers may dwell together in loving unity
and thus manifest their vital oneness with CHRIST would appear to
be the true meaning of our LORD'S prayer.
" The glory which Thou gavest Me I have given them; that they
may be one, even as We are one" (John xvii. 22).
The glory which the FATHER gave to the SON would seem to be
the present glory which He has in heaven. It is the glory which
He had with the FATHER before the world was. He prayed for
this in verse 5 of His prayer. The FATHER glorified His SON JESUS
when He received Him up in glory. That glory the SON wills that
all whom the FATHER has given Him shall behold. He has already
made it over to them in gift, and He wills that they may be with
Him where He is, that they may behold His glory which the FATHER
has given Him. This points forward to His second coming. "When
CHRIST,YVho is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with
Him in glory" (Col. iii. 4). We shall behold the glory which His
FATHER has given Him, and we shall appear with Him in glory.
The result of this wonderful experience is that all glorified believers,
being gathered together unto CHRIST, and appearing with Him
in glory, and beholding His glory, shall be then marvellously manifested as one, even as the FATHER and the SON are one. Then, in
the fullest sense, they shall" be made perfect in one." Then, as Dr.
Gill says, "they will be perfect in knowledge, in holiness, in peace,
joy and love." We need to bear in mind, then, the following points.
First, all believers are already one and their vital unity is
independent of any human plans and arrangements for union.
Secondly, though they are children in one family, and sheep in
one flock, they are in perpetual danger of disunity and of want of
love and harmony with each other.
Thirdly, it should be the constant endeavour of all believers to
" keep the unity of the SPIRIT in the bond of peace," and to " dwell
together in unity."
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Fourthly, as only Divine power can preserve believers in manifest
unity and concord, the LORD prays to the FATHER to that end.
Fifthly, the importance of such manifest unity among the people
of GOD is so great that it is frequently insisted upon in the Epistles
already quoted.
The unity for which our LORD prays is not dependent on any
particular form of Church government. It is probable that believers
will never agree as to the best form of Church government. Evangelical members of the Church of England cannot truly say that
Episcopal government is promoting the wen-being of the Church
of England. With very few exceptions the whole bench of bishops
used all their influence to legalize a Prayer'Book which would have
given Sacerdotalism and Modernism a legal position in the Church
of the Reformation. And now, despite the rejection on two occasions of that Prayer Book by Parliament, they are deliberately
flouting Parliamentary authority by allowing the wholesale use of
large portions of the rejected Prayer Book.
It is no doubt true that no form of Church government will
preserve the professing Church from apostasy, but it is difficult to
understand how Evangelicals can speak favourably of the advantages of Episcopal government in view of the recent doings of the
present bench of bishops.
4. Fourthly, let us consider 1:niefly some of the difficulties of manifesting unity even among real believers.
One difficulty arises from seri{)US diversity in interpreting some
of the doctrines and prophecies of Scripture. United testimony,
unless there is harmony of interpretation, causes confusion to the
hearers.
Another difficulty arises from diversity in worship. Those who
resort to worldly and ornate musical services in order to attract the
world and young people, and those who feel that all services should
be simple and spiritual, and that our dependence should be only
on the power of the HOLY GHOST, find a difficulty in joining forces
and thus manifesting unity.
Another difficulty arises from the diversity of methods to obtain
money for the Lord's work. Some resort to bazaars, concerts, and
entertainments, whereas others feel that all giving should be direct,
voluntary, and cheerful, and wholly independent of giving in order
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to get. They feel that the true method is to look to GOD in prayer
to dispose His Own people, not the unconverted world, to give as
GOD hath prospered them for the LORD'S work and for the LORD'S
poor.
Only those who cling to the old Bible truths, and walk fully in
Bible ways, can have real and manifest fellowship with each other.
One great cause of .disunity amongst the LORD'S people is a
serious neglect of daily and prayerful reading and study of the
Word of GOD, and the tendency on the part of many to be ruled
only by part of its teaching, instead of by the whole.
Ignorance of Bible teaching leads to erroneous ideas in regard to
doctrine, worship, and practice, and these errors prevent the manifestation of unity with the more instructed people of GOD.
There is a crying need for more meekness to receive all that the
Bible teaches and to frame and fashion our conduct, private and
public, wholly by its precepts.
In conclusion, we feel constrained to say that Corporate Union of
all the Churches is not a desirable thing as things are. Apostasy,
error, and worldliness abound more or less in all the denominations, and reunion means compromise with truth. There can be no
desirable unity except on the basis of wholehearted loyalty to the
great foundation truths of the Bible. In the present apostate
condition of Christendom, loyalty to truth does not characterize
the Churches. The evil leaven of Modernism, acerdotalism, and
worldliness has largely permeated the whole of Christendom.
The only unity, therefore, that can rightly be manifested is
Christian fellowship, where possible, with the real SPIRIT-taught
people of GOD, found more or less in the various Churches.
Our LORD'S prayer for unity has reference, not to a great union
of worldly and apostate organizations, but to the called, the
quickened, the justified, the saved, and the believing people of
GOD. Scripture gives no warrant for the idea that Christendom
will ever get back to the spiritual unity which marked the early
days of the Apostles.
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.
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CHRISTIAN UNITY IN APOSTOLIC DAYS.
(REPRINTED FROM THE" GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FOR MAy, 1919.)
"And the multitude of them that believed we're of one heart and
of one soul."-AcTs iv. 32.

THE infant Church had grown into a multitude. Three thousand
were converted on the Day of Pentecost, "and the Lord added
to the Church daily such as should be saved." Later on, " many
of them which heard the word believed; and the number of the
men was about five thousand" (Acts iv. 4). Yet, though the
members of the Church were so numerous, they "were of one
heart and of one soul." There was doubtless much variety in the
membership. Some were rich and some were poor. They varied
in position, temperament, and attainments. Underlying all these
variations, however, there was real unity of heart and mind. It
could be said of the infant Church, "Behold, how good and how
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity" (Ps. cxxxW.
1). This was as it should be. There is, however, a unity in evil.
Satan and his angels are doubtless united in their antagonism
against God and His truth. There was unity in the forces of evil
which crucified the Lord of glory. Herod, Pontius Pilate, the
Gentiles, and the people of Israel were gathered together as one
man against the Anointed of God (Acts iv. 27). The professing
Church and the world united their forces against Christ and
crucified Him. A number of visible churches belonging to different
denominations may be united, and be of one mind, and yet they
may be enemies of Christ and His Gospel. The members of the
Jewish Council were united when they ran upon Stephen "with
one accord," and cast him out of the city and stoned him (Acts
vii. 57, 58). There may be unity in the worship of idols. A great
crowd" rushed with one accord into the theatre" at Ephesus, and
" all with one voice about the space of two hours crie d out, Great
is Diana of the Ephesians " (Acts xix. 29, 34). Unity is not everything. The cry of re-union is in the air. There is a growing
desire for unity amongst the various churches and denominations.
So keenly are many set upon bringing about a re-union of this
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kind that they are ready to agree to a truce to what they ca
" minor controversies." "A real Church for us all must be very
inclusive and elastic," says one of these advocates of re-union.
It must include men who wear mass vestments and men who
minister in their ordinary attire. All distinctive robes must be
regarded as "equally needless and equally innocent." Nonconformists must tolerate "many High Church usages." Men
holding modern views of the Bible and men who believe in its
plenary and verbal inspiration must all unite together and ignore
the vital differences in doctrine which separate them. Any statement concerning the authority of Scripture with a view to re-union,
says another writer, "must be wide enough to embrace also those
who could not hold the absolute accuracy of the Bible in historic or scientific matters" (see Cheltenham Conference Papers,
June, 1918).
It is important that we should realize whither things are tending.
The re-union of all denominations may. seem a very beautiful
idea, but if it involves the toleration of Rationalism and Ritualism
it is not the unity which is commended in the Word of God. God's
true people are already united. They are vitally united to Christ
and to each other, and no re-union of visible Churches is needed
to bring about the oneness which already exists amongst the
redeemed family of God. But fellowship with false teachers is
plainly contrary to the teaching of God's Word. The Lord's
people are to beware of false prophets. They are to try the spirits,
whether they be of God. They are expressly enjoined to be not
unequally yoked with unbelievers. "What fellowship hath
righteousness with unrighteousness 1 and what communion hath
light with darkness 1" Truth and error cannot commingle. It
may be said that men teaching very diverse doctrines are found
within the pale of the Church of England. That is true, but the
Protestant and Evangelical doctrines of the Church of England
are still binding on all her ministers. If some depart from the
thirty-nine articles and still retain their positions in the Church
of England, the fault is not with the Church of England but with
those who fail to administer her laws. If, also, men who claim
to be Evangelical and Protestant have fellowship with and cooperate with Rationalists and Ritualists, it only shows that the
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old antagonism to error is dying off and that many professed
Evangelicals are ceasing to walk in the old paths. The manifestation of Scriptural, Christian unity is not dependent on the re-union
of external organizations. This is well stated by the Editor of
The English Churchman. We quote from our contemporary as
follows :" We do not look to external organization for the true manifestation of Christian unity. Suppose that the Established and Free
Churches were all agreed upon the character and functions of the
'historic Episcopate,' suppose that they had gone further and
consented to adopt it as the common form of ecclesiastical government, they would be no nearer than they are at present to the
Christian unity that matters. Can anyone say that the Church
of England is itself a united body ~ Not merely do doctrines
and methods vary in its parishes, but they are fundamentally at
variance. While it is a house divided against itself, it is in no
position to make overtures to others. Nor would the cause of
real re-union be promoted by the nominal adherence of Nonconformity to its Episcopal principles and methods. It would be
idle to talk of agreement as long as the great cleavage on vital
subjects remained open and unhealed. Truth and error can
never commingle, and all proposals based upon that false idea are
destined to meet with disappointment and failure. There is,
we are thankful to know, a real Christian unity, which committees
can neither make nor unmake. It exists between all the spiritual
members of Christ to whatever denomination they may belong.
We rejoice in every recognition of its presence and every manifestation of fellowship which is founded upon it. When true
believers meet together acknowledging one Lord and quickened
by one Spirit, a unity pervades the assembly which no sectional
differences can divide or destroy. In the closing days of this
dispensation, amid the abounding evils that defile the professing
Church, it may be that God will draw all such into closer communion of heart and life for their mutual support and comfort.
That would surely be Christian unity in its essential being and
proper effect."-The English Churchman, April 11th, 1918.
Let us briefly think of the nature of that oneness which
characterized the infant Church.
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1. The-re was oneness because its members were one body.
There is but one body, and by one Spirit all its members are
baptized into the one body. If it be asked, Who are the members
of this body ~ the apostle answers, "We" (believers) "being
many are one body in Christ, and everyone members one of
another" (Rom. xii. 5). All who have been washed, sanctified,
and justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of
our God are the body of Christ and members in particular.
Another name for the one body is the Church. Christ is "the
Head over all things to the Church, which is His body" (Eph. i.
22, 23). As there is but one body, so there is but one Church,
"the Church of God, which He hath purchased with His Own
blood." That Church comprises all the elect people of God to
whatever denomination they belong. What is needed to-day
is not the re-union of the various denominations, but that all real
believers should manifest their oneness with each other. They
should own and recognize each other as brethren in the Lord.
We need, however, to distinguish between true believers of all
denominations and mere professors, between the Church invisible
composed of God's elect and regenerated people, and the visible
churches which are composed of the children of the kingdom and
the children of the wicked one.
2. There wa.s oneness because its melllhers we-re indwelt by the
one Spirit.
There is one Spirit, the Holy Ghost. He dwelleth in the hearts
of all God's true people. "If any man have not the Spirit of
Christ he is none of His " (Rom. viii. 9). His presence and influence
produce unity among the members of the one family. There
can, however, be no unity between those who are indwelt by the
Spirit and those who are'" sensual, having not the Spirit" (Jude
19).
3. There was oneness because its memhers were inspired with one
hope.
These were" called in one hope of their calling" (Eph. iv. 4).
They were all begotten to a living hope. They were looking for
that blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of their great
God and Saviour Jesus Christ. They were all expecting their
Lord to return. They believed that He Who had ascended to
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glory would descend from heaven to receive them unto Himself.
They were therefore waiting for His return, looking forward with
hope to His glorious appearing. This oneness of hope tended to
promote that oneness of heart which characterized them.
4. There was oneness because its members were joined to and
owned one Head and one Lord.
Christ, "the Head of the body, the Church," was the centre of
unity. Neither Rome nor Canterbury is the centre of unity.
The re-union of all the Churches around the Pope as their centre
would be a union which recognized the arrogant claims of Papal
Infallibility, the idolatry of the Mass, the abominations of the
Confessional and of saint worship, and all the other superstitions
connected with Romanism.
The re-union of all the Protestant denominations with Canterbury
as their centre could only be effected, as things are, by a latitudinarian agreement to tolerate all the errors in doctrine now rife
in the Churches. The members of the real Church of God are
already of one heart and of one soul, for Christ is their centre,
and as they draw nearer to Him they get nearer to each other.
5. There was oneness because its me'mbers had one faith.
They had all " obtained a like precious faith in the righteousness
of our God and Saviour Jesus Christ" (2 Pet. 1, R.V.). Divinelybestowed faith in the justifying righteousness and the atoning
blood of Christ characterized them. This precious faith was
common to them all, and drew them to each other.
Then they all believed the same set of Gospel truths. There is
only" one faith," "the faith which was once delivered unto the
saints." In this faith they stood fast. "They continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of
bread, and in prayers" (Acts ii. 42). In this early stage in the
Church's history, departure from the faith had not set in. What
is it which has rent the professing Church asunder into contending
factions ~ It is apostasy from the pure truth of the Gospel. It
is departure from the Word of God. No wonder Christendom is
divided. If, in the early apostolic days, men had begun to deny
the plenary inspiration of the Scriptures, the doctrines of
substitution, the virgin birth, and the resurrection, or if others
had begun to teach transubstantiation, saint worship, purgatory,
14
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prayers for the dead, auricular confession, and priestly absolution,
unity would have been broken. It would have been impossible
for men who were loyal to apostolic truth to have been" of one
heart and of one soul" with those who were teaching error. Two
cannot walk together except they be agreed.
6. Lastly, there was oneness because its rnembe1's were all children

0/ the One God and the One Father.
This cannot be said of all the members of anyone of the visible
churches. The evil mingle with the good. Tares are found
among the wheat. The children of the wicked one have been
introduced by Satan amongst the children of God. It is true
that discipline must be exercised in the case of gross offenders.
Men who are beyond all doubt strangers to Divine grace are not
to be welcomed to positions of responsibility in the Church, nor
are they to be encouraged to attend the Lord's Table. But,
because of our inability to read the heart and infallibly to
distinguish between the real and the false professor, both tares
and wheat are to grow together till the harvest. Meanwhile,
the real children of God naturally draw together. They are" of
one heart and of one soul," though they may belong to different
sections of the professing Church. There is one God and Father
of all believers. He has regenerated and anctified them by His
Spirit. They have the te timony of the Holy Gho t that they
are God's children, and they can ay "Abba, Father." The
members of this living family are to love one another and own
one another as those who are born of God and washed in the blood
of the Lamb. This is the oneness which God's people should seek
to manifest. It is hopeless to expect a satisfactory re-union of
the various Churches in this dispensation. The rigid exclusion
of godly and faithful men from Church of England pulpits simply
because they have not been Episcopally ordained is of course
indefensible. The same may be said of the attempt on the part
of bishops to hinder clergymen from occupying Nonconformist
pulpits when invited to do so. The members of the true Church
of God, scattered throughout the earth and found in various
denominations, are already one. They are members of the one
body the Church; they are baptized and animated by the one
Spirit; they are inspired with one hope; they acknowledge one
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Head; they hold one faith; they are the predestined children of
the one God. This unity needs to be more and more manifested.
But there can be no unity between those who hold Evangelical
truth and those who hold Rationalistic or Romish error. Truth
and error cannot join forces, whether in the case of the members
of one particular denomination, or in regard to all the denominations in the aggregate. The Lord's true people should "stand
fast in one Spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of
the Gospel," and with one mind and one mouth they should seek
to glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ (PhiI.
i. 27; Rom. xv. 5, 6).
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

GEORGE MULLER ON PRAYER.
GOD is still the living God, and now, as well as thousands of years
ago, He listens to the prayers of His children, and helps those who
trust in Him.
Prayer is not necessary for the sake of informing God; but prayer
is necessary simply because it is the appointment of God. He wiU
have us go to Him for our own good, because the blessing bestowed
on us in answer to prayer is so much the more precious than if the
blessing were given without prayer.
We must ask for things according to God's mind and will, for our
blessing and happiness are intimately connected with the holiness of
God.
I have had immediate answers to prayer, so that I could reckon
them by tens of thousands.
We are only warranted in expecting our prayers to be answered
when we ask for things according to the mind of God.
Never take any step without first of all settling the matter between
yourselves and God, and the result will be you will not speak to God
in vain.
If we would work successfully for God, we must have" power,"
and we cannot have this spiritual power without much prayer.

" GOD chooses certain individuals, and predestinates them to eternal
life. The ground of this choice is His Own sovereign pleasure; the
end to which the elect are predestinated is conformity to Jesus Christ
in His moral character, and in His sufferings and glory. Those who
are thus chosen shall certainly be saved."-Dr. Oharles Hodge.
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Utlgtim l,IJapetfJ.
WELLSPRINGS.

"And immediately the spirit driveth him into the wilderness. And He was
there in the wilderness forty days, tempted of Satan,. and was with the
wild beasts,. and the angels m·inistered unto him."-MARK i. 12, 13.
THE writer was arrested when on one of her silent sabbaths at home
in her sick chamber and she followed the lessons for that particular
day. The lessons were Genesis iii. and "Mark i., and during the
reading of those two chapters a sacredly l:!weet and (one trusts) profitable meditation followed, a few thoughts of which, then gathered,
we now give out and ask our dear readers to share with us. We noted
first the two beginnings with profound and sacred reverence. "In
the beginning God," and all consequently that follows was perfect
and" very good," as coming from the Divine Creator's hand. God,
Who had no beginning, Whose ways are everlasting, Whose infinitude
is unknown, Whose" throne is for ever and ever."
"Matchless splendour round Him flows
And all things wait His nod."
" In the beginning God" made man upright; but the fall of ma~
in paradise and its awful consequences upon all Adam's race could
only be remedied by that
" Sovereign love which first began
The scheme to rescue fallen man,"
and thus the Covenant vow of promise is as an arch of blue, bridging
over the 4000 years that must elapse between the giving of the first
promise (Gen. iii. 15) and the fulness of time when the promised" seed"
• should come, and the Son of God be manifested. And thus was
ushered in "The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son
of God"! An eternity hangs upon these. words. An eternity of
blessing flows from the performance of them and Jesus, the blessed
Son of God, ere He commenced His public ministry is "baptized of
John in Jordan. And straightway coming up out of the water, He
saw the heavens opened, and the Spirit like a dove descending upon
Him; and there came a voice from heaven, saying, Thou art My
beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased." The Father declared
His Divine pleasure. The Holy Spirit sets His seal to it, and His
dear anointed Son is manifested in "the beginning of the Gospel."
What follows ~ "Immediately the Spirit driveth Him into the wilderness," or as "Matthew's Gospel gives it, " Then was Jesus led up of
the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil."
Oh, how well did the Son of God know, how fully did He enter into
the depths of those words which He spoke: "I have a baptism, to be
baptized with, and how am I straitened until it be accomplished."
The awful distance which sin made is now bridged over. The new
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and living way is now opened up and Eden's closed and guarded
gates are now thrown apart, since God is made" manifest in the
flesh," and "delights to do His Father's will," and the" promised
seed" of the woman has come to " bruise Satan's head" and triumph
over all the powers of sin, Satan, death, hell, and the grave. And for
this end He Who was" made like unto His brethren, must in all points
be tempted like as we are, yet without sin." The first Adam was
tempted and fell. The second Adam, the Lord from heaven, was
"tempted of the devil," but only to blast his every device with the
breath of His sacred lips.
Well did the great adversary know that Jesus had just been declared
of the Father as His "beloved Son in Whom I am well pleased."
" For forty days and forty nights" that Divine assertion rankled in
that base mind, and when he saw the Son of God" afterward an
hungered," he comes with his temptation and awful insinuation: "If
thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread."
That awful" if," that Satanic questioning, was a diabolical assailing of the Deity of Jesus. And it is with us to-day, beloved readers,
amongst tha Modernists, so much so that an eminent preacher of the
Gospel said recently to his vast concourse of hearers "Twenty-five
years ago we should have been understood when we spoke in reverence
of the Divinity of the Son of man. But to-day we have ever to keep
prominently in view the Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ," or words to
that effect, as I quote from memory.
"It is written," spake the incarnate Word to the threefold temptation. The Son of God refuted all the adversary's vile suggestions
by the truth, the authority and the consolation of the Word of God.
And truly, as Jesus said on another occasion, "The prince of this
world cometh, and hath nothing in Me."
"The devil leaveth Him for a season," by which we may gather
there were many subsequent temptations which the Holy Lamb of
God ever resisted in His own power, and with strong cryings and
tears and was heard of His Father in that He feared. We can never
comprehend a millionth part of the sufferings of the God-man, so
great as to cause great drops qf blood to sweat from Him, and so great
that His Father sent an angel to minister unto Him and strengthen
Him, and so awfully great as to wring that cry from His heart: "My
God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me 1" But He has set His
face like a flint; He will not withdraw from His purpose. He has
come to do His Father's will, declares He delights in it, and will not
stay until He is also able to declare, " I have finished the work which
Thou gavest Me to do." Thus was" the beginning of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ" manifested, in the words of our text, "Immediately the
Spirit driveth Him into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil."
We stress the word immediately. It carries us back, as we have already
seen, to t,he great first promise in which lay all the seed-germ of future
blessings in redemption's recovery from Adam's fall. How ready was
Jesus to be " made sin for us Who knew no sin, that we might be
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made the righteousness of God in Him." That is the Gospel's joyful
sound. That is the glad tidings to poor lost, guilty, undone sinners,
who can in no wise recover themselves. That is mercy's welcome
news indeed to those who know their need of mercy and of such a
hiding-place. The opening of Adam's eyes was the discovery that he
was naked. All his uprightness was gone and the man created in
His Maker's image undone, wholly undone by sin. Ab! what an
awful state to be in, what irremediable ruin, or what a hopeless condition, if left thus. But he is not left thus. Satan is not to have it
all his own way. Long ere Adam by transgression fell Covenant
love had provided a hiding-place. And this is the sweet verification
in our text that so soon as Jesus the Saviour and Redeemer began
His Gospel of good tidings, He i=ediately submitted to all the temptations of the great enemy, that He might trample them all under foot,
bruise once and for all, effectually and eternally, the serpent's head
and seat of power, resist all his attacks and finally rise victor over
death and hell, and ascend to heaven" with the keys thereof at His
proud girdle" as dear S. Rutherford said.
Oh, my dear readers, when you are tempted of Satan, when you
are low in spirit, when your soul is much cast down and discouraged,
and when the enemy comes in as a flood, may the Holy Spirit lead
your thoughts out of self (for you will never get any comfort of relief
there), and give you the eye of faith and fix you upon Jesus, your adorable Surety, to contemplate His substitutionary Sacrifice, and perfect
offering of His own body on the tree, for thereby every redeemed
.
sinner is free from all condemnation. For"Payment God will not twice demand,
First at my bleeding Surety's hand,
And then again at mine."

You will learn by very humbling experience how when you" would
do good, evil is present" with you. You will ever find " another law
in your members warring against the law of your mind, and bringing
you into captivity to the law of sin which is in your members." You
will often cry out with the apostle, "0 wretched man that I am !
who shall deliver me from the body of this death ~ " and as a graceredeemed, blood-washed sinner you will also be constrained to say,
" I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord," and you will be led
again and again in faith's sweet view of the precious Lamb of God
to sing;"De&r dying Lamb, Thy precious blood
Shall never lose its power,
Till all the ransomed Church of God
Be saved to sin no more."

Oh! the glories of the Gospel of Jesus Christ! Oh! the riches of
redeeming love! Oh! the gladness found by poor, lost, guilty,
undone, hell-deserving sinners in "the beginning of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ"! Oh! the all-conquering power of this precious Gospel
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which Jesus came to declare by His doing and dying which is "the
power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth"! Depend
upon it, if you know anything of this sweet Gospel of the grace of
God, dear redeemed sinner, and all that Jesus suffered of the fiery
darts of the evil one for you, you will be increasingly watchful and
jealous over your own soul, and learn little by little the enemy's base
and subtle ways to ensnare you. He watches for our slightest declension, the creeping in of coldness of love to our Saviour, and our disinclination to prayer and the neglect of reading the precious Word
in our quiet times apart from the noisy, busy, restless world and its
ensnaring ways. Satan is watching for the slightest opportunity to
attack, allure or capture. May we be much in the inner sanctuary,
much on our knees in secret confession, and may we seek increasingly
the grace of our never-failing Helper and Deliverer to "watch and
pray, lest we enter into temptation."
Thus shall we rejoice in faith as we sing with John Newton :,. As surely as He overcame,
And triumphed once for you;
So surely you that love His name
Shall itriumph in Him too."

" For in that He Himself hath suffered being tempted, He is able
to succour them that are tempted," and, blessed be God, "Who will
with the temptation, also make a way of escape for His suffering,
tempted saints, that they may be able to bear it." This is good news
indeed! This is the Gospel's joyful sound to sinners deserving hell,
but for whom Christ Jesus" was manifested that He might destroy
the works of the devil," and save such sinners as you and I feel and
know ourselves to be.
R.
THE REV. JOHN BERRIDGE AND A LADY VISITOR.
"MR. BERRIDGE, soon after his connection with the Tabernacle in
London, was visited by a lady, who came down in her carriage from
London to Everton to solicit his hand in marriage, assuring him that
the Lord had revealed it to her, that she was to become his wife. He
was not a little surprised at her application, and for such a purpose.
He paused for a few moments, and then replied, 'Madam, if the Lord
has revealed it to you that you are to be my wife, surely He would
also have revealed it to me, that I was designed to be your husband;
but as no such revelation has been made to me, I cannot comply
with your wishes.' Consequently the lady returned to London
grievously disappointed in her expectation."-Berridge's Works,
p. 81.
" WE are never safe for a minute except as we are kept by the power
of God-never."-J. K. Popham.
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JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE HON. AND RIGHT REV.
SAMUEL WALDEGRAVE, D.D., LORD BISHOP OF CARLISLE.
" For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God,. being justified
freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Ohrist Jesus:
Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in His
blood, to declare His righteousness for the remission of sins that are
past, through the forbearance of God,. to declare, I say, at this time
His righteousness: that He might be just, and the justifier of him
which believeth in Jesus."-RoMANs iii. 23-26.
RIGHT marvellous, my brethren, is the paradox set forth in these
closing words of my text-" that He might be just, and the justifier
of him which believeth in Jesus."
For mark well what it is for God to be the justifier of anyone. It
is for Him, sitting, acting, speaking as a righteous Judge, to declare
and pronounce that person to be just, righteous, unblameable, unreprovable in His sight. And then mark well who the believer in Jesus
is. He is one whom the beginning of my text declares to "have
sinned, and come short of the glory of God"; one who is corrupt by
nature and guilty by practice-one who has fully earned the wages
of eternal death. So that, in truth, the text makes God known to
us as one that-in certain cases-pronounces the unrighteous to be
righteous, the guilty to be innocent, the unjust to be just. Surely
this is a paradox.
But I have not yet told all the strangeness of the passage before us.
For note the further statement-that all this is strictly consistent
with the immutable righteousness of God: that His stern justice
receives no affront-nay rather that it reaps rich access of glory from
the transaction. This certainly is a paradox yet more startling.
And yet, it is no speculative matter to which the Holy Ghost thus
directs our attention. Far from it. It is a matter of life and death
to every one of us: for, indeed, everyone of us is ungodly; and yet
not one of us can enter into life, except he be justified.
Will you, beloved brethren, approach the subject with that serious
candour, with that child-like teachableness, which its own inherent
gravity, and the authority on which it is propounded to you, conspire
to demand ~ "The authority," I say, " on which it is propounded,"
-for I engage not to bring anything before you, which does not
naturally flow from the passage under review, and which may not
be confirmed by a thousand corroborating testimonies of Holy Scripture. Who then can tell the life, the light, the peace, the joy, which,
by the good hand of our God upon us, we may thus reap to-day ~
We discover in our text three things concerning the justification of
the sinner:-
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I. Its motive cause.
Its meritorious ground.
Ill. Its appropriating channel.
Its motive cause :-Grace.
Its meritorious ground :-Blood.
Its appropriating channel :-Faith.
" For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; being
justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus: Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith
in His blood, to declare His righteousness for the remission of sins that
are past, through the forbearance of God; to declare, I say, at this
time His righteousness: that He might be just, and the justifier of
him which believeth in Jesus."
Contemplate, first, the motive cause of justification. It is gracefree grace: "Being justified freely by His grace." Yes! it is gracefree grace-that moveth our God to justify His elect.
And what is grace 1 It is favour irrespective of merit.
Truly, brethren, the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward
man is wholly irrespective of merit: whether we view it in that its
earliest stage, the covenant of peace before the world was-or in its
bursting forth from the riven side of the Rock of Ages, in the fulness
of time-or in its quickening, fertilizing, refreshing might, when the
set hour to favour a soul is come-all is grace.
Do we speak of God's choice before the world was 1 Free, sovereign,
distinguishing grace is the very glory of that choice. The potter had
power" of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another
unto dishonour." And that He determined to make thee a vessel
of mercy, poor saint, was not for works seen or foreseen in thee, but
of Hi" mere undeserved favour-" who hath saved us, and called us
with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to
His own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before
the world began."
Do we speak of the redeeming love of God the Son 1 Still it is to
matchless grace that that love must be ascribed.
0 man took His
life from Him: He had power to lay it down, and He had power to
take it again. "For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that, though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that
ye through His poverty might be rich."
And even so it is of the quickening love of God the Holy Ghost;
that love by which the soul is convinced of sin, brought to Christ,
enabled to believe, and thus made partaker of the salvation of God.
Still is all to be ascribed to grace; sovereign, invincible grace. For
I' God, Who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved
us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with
Christ (by grace ye are saved)."
And how could it be otherwise 1 For all were, all are, all ever will
be, by nature and by practice, so incurably corrupt, so desperately
guilty, that they have not-they cannot have-the slightest shadow
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of a claim to the kindness of our God. And that that kindness should
visit anyone-whether he be the malefactor hanging on the cross, or
the centurion fasting in his chamber-is solely to be attributed to
that grace, those riches of grace, those exceeding riches of grace,
which the Triune Jehovah delights to show forth in the salvation of
His Church. "For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that
not of yourselves; it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man
should boast."
But, while I would thus strenuously insist upon the absence of all
human merit from the work of the sinner's justification before God,
it is only that I may the more exalt that divine righteousness which
pervades it all.
And this leads me on to speak, secondly, of the merit01'ious ground
of justification. It is the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: "For
all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; being justified
freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus."
And truly there is abundant ground for the sinner's justification,
in the redemption that is in Christ Jesus! For consider well what
that redemption implies. It implies a suretyship, all the obligations
of which have been discharged.
Redemption, I say, implies a suretyship. Christ Jesus made Himself responsible for all that which, either in suffering or obedience,
His people owed to the righteous law of God. "Lo, I come:" He
saith, " in the volume of the book it is written of Me, I delight to do
Thy will, 0 my God: yea, Thy law is written within my heart."
And what was that will ~ It was that an end should be made of
sins; that everlasting righteousness should be brought in. " venty
weeks are determined upon Thy people and upon Thy holy city, to
finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make
reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness,
and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy."
But more! redemption (a7rOAVTpWITLl;) implies suretyship, all the
obligations of which have been fulfillea. There was a debt of penal
suffering to be cancelled. The Redeemer cancelled it. "For Christ
also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might
bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the
Spirit."
There was a debt of active obedience to be discharged. The Redeemer discharged it. He" made Himself of no reputation, and took
upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:
and being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, and became
obedient unto death (p'xp' 8avnTov-up to the point of death), even
the death of the cross."
Now if the debt, both of penal suffering and of active obedience,
has been paid by the Surety, what follows ~ The release, the acquittal,
to justification, of them for whom He was Surety. "Christ hath
redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us :
for it is written, Cursed is everyone that hangeth on a tree." There-

The Gospel Magazine

209

fore do we read of Christ's death-that we are" justified by His blood."
And of this His resurrection from the dead gave signal proof. For
it was the release of the Surety from the prison-house, now that the
uttermost farthing was paid! Hence do we read-that He "was
delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification."
Do we need yet further assurance that the redemption tttat is in
Christ Jesus is ground sufficient for our justification ~ Behold Him
ascending up on high-behold Him sitting at the right hand of God.
It is as the representative of His people that He ascends-it is on
their behalf that He claims admittance of right into the mansions of
bliss. It is as the representative of His people that He tarries there:
He is of indisputable right keeping thosc mansions till they come.
And this could not be, had He not removed all guilt-brought in all
righteousness. Hence the reasoning of the apostle: "Who shall lay
any thing to the charge of God's elect ~ It is God that justifieth.
Who is he that condemneth ~ It is Christ that died, yea rather, that
is risen again, Who is even at the right hand of God, Who also maketh
intercession for us."
I have now, brethren, set before you, as taught by my text, the
motive cause and the meritorious ground of the sinner's justification.
That motive cause was free grace.
That meritorious ground was the redemption that is in Ohrist Jesus.
But now, the question, I would fain hope, has already arisen in many
a mind: "How shall this justification be individually appropriated ~
It is provided for the Church of the firstborn collectively-but how
shall I, a poor wretch yet without its blessings, become personally
partaker of it ~ "
The answer to this urgent inquiry is to be found, my brethren, in
the third topic of my discourse: that topic is, " The appropriating
channel of the sinner's justification." That channel is Faith. "Whom
God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in His blood."
I would ask you, brethren, to fix your thoughts upon that word,
"propitiation." The original word-iAalTr{lpIOJI-is used but once
again in the ew Testament. You will find it in the ninth chapter
of the Epistle to the Hebrews, at the fifth verse: "And over it the
cherubims of glory shadowing the mercy-seat."
There you see it is rendered" mercy-seat." And in this sense it
is employed by the .Alexandrian translators. So that we might safely
vary the rendering of our text and read it thus, "Whom God hath
set forth to be a mercy-seat, through faith in His blood."
Now mark what a rich storehouse of instruction is thus opened to
us! For remember well what the mercy-seat was! It was that
blood-besprinkled covering of the ark of the covenant on which stood
the cherubim, and over which dwelt the Divine Shekinah. It was, I
said, the covering of the ark. In that chest were safely kept the
Tables of the Law. It was, I said, a blood-besprinkled covering.
The blood by which atonement was made for the transgression of that
law, bedewed it afresh year by year continually. A fitting refuge
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this, it would at first appear, to which the conscience-stricken, the
guilty, the lost, might flee, and be for ever safe from all accusing, all
condemnation, of the broken law. But no! The vail which separated
the Holy place from the most holy forbade access.
Brethren, the case is altered now! The veil of the temple hath
been ren.t, from the top even to the bottom. The blood-besprinkled,
the law-preserving mercy-seat is open to view! The suppliant may
flee to it and be safe! For Christ is the mercy-seat. He hath truly
kept His Father's law. His blood hath fully atoned for all transgressions of it. He is (to return to the version of our translators),
in the fullest sense, "the propitiation" for our sins; that is, the
Sacrifice, which by His spotless life of obedience, and by His sufIerings
and agony under the heavy penalty of the law, has wholly and for
ever removed from the mind of God all possible thought, charge, or
imputation of sin, against anyone of the whole of that countless throng
which shall flee for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before them in
the Gospel. And now hearken to His own most good, and most
comfortable word: "Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest."
And how will He refresh us ~ By granting pardon and peace.
But, how shall a man come ~ How shall a suppliant cleave to the
Gospel mercy-seat ~ The answer is "by faith" : for mark well the
words: "Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through
faith in His blood, to declare His righteousness for the remission of
sins that are past, through the forbearance of God." And what happens
when the mercy-seat is thus approached ~ thus appropriated ~ The
sinner is justified: for note well again that it is written: "We conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law."
Yes, verily, whether it be the woman, the inner in the house of
Simon the leper, or the dying malefact~r outside the wall~ of Jerusalem,
or the persecuting Saul at Damascus, or the rutWess jailor at Philippi,
or the fornicators, thieves, drunkards, revilers, extortioners of Corinth
-directly that, confessing and forsaking their sins, they believewithout probation, long or short, are they justified. Jehovah Himself,
sitting, acting, speaking as a righteous Judge, declares, pronounces
them to be just, righteous, unblameable in His sight. "Being justified
by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ."
And now, in conclusion, let me give you two words of solemn
admonition :The first is this-" Hold fast by the sirnplicity of faith."
The faith by which the matchless blessing of justification is appropriated is, simply and solely, a trusting in the word of Him that cannot
lie. True, that it is Divinely wrought; true, that it is the operation
of God the Holy Ghost; but still" trusting" it simply and solely is.
And that a trust that reposes neither on frames, feelings, experiences,
on the one hand; nor on sacraments, ordinances, works, ministers,
on the other-but on the written Word of God. "The Scripture
saith "-that alone will do, and that will do alone, for saving faith
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to rest upon. Thus, not considering his own body now dead, neither
yet the deadness of Sarah's womb, Abraham believed God when He
said, " So shall thy seed be "; and it was imputed to him for righteousness. And thus, poor mourning soul, shall it be with thee: stay
not to scan the height of thy transgressions, tarry not to fathom the
depth of thy corruption: they are, in very deed, immeasurable: and
yet, that word remains which cannot be broken-that "whosoever
believeth in Jesus, shall not be confounded." Trust in that word,
and thou art, and thou shalt be, eternally safe. "Verily, verily, I
say unto you, he that heareth My word, and believeth on Him that
sent Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation;
but is passed from death unto life."
And this leads me on to my second and final word of affectionate
caution. It is this- ' Hold fast by the completeness of justification."
Justification is not a varying, it is not even a progressive work. The
righteousness of God admits of no augmentation, is subject to no
decay; and that is the righteousness by virtue of which the believer
is justified. "For He hath made Him to be sin for us, Who knew
no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him."
True it is that good works will necessarily follow. True it is that
the means of grace will be diligently used. But neither good works,
nor hallowed ordinances will add, or can add, in the least, to the
acceptance, or the security of the believer. They will minister, they
will testify to the presence and the progress of the inseparable work
of sanctification; but to justification they will add nothing. "Ye
are complete in Him."
I lay much stress upon this, because the peace of those who are,
the salvation of those who desire to be, God's people, depends upon
their fidelity to this truth. The same Paul, who, by inspiration of
God the Holy Ghost, wrote this epistle to the saints at Rome, was
also the instructor of the churches of Galatia. After his departure,
certain teachers crept in, who insisted upon the addition of circumcision and other ceremonial rites as necessary to acceptance before
God. Did St. Paul treat the matter as one of inferior moment ?-as
one which, for the sake of peace, might safely be left to correct itself,
so long as they professed to hold justification by faith, even though
it were conjointly with justification by works, and justification by
sacraments? Far from it. You remember his own words: "Though
we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other Gospel unto you than
that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed."
And why? Because the reception of these additions was a virtual
abandonment of the Gospel. "Christ is become of no effect unto you,
whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace."
Mark well these words-" Christ is become of no effect to you"
-" ye are fallen from grace": that is, not that you once had the
inward operation of the Holy Ghost, and now have lost it-this is not
the meaning of the passage; but by receiving and adopting the
additions of these false teachers, the essence of whose doctrine is
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"works," ye have fallen from your allegiance to that Gospel, the
sum and substance of whose message is " grace": for the two are
incompatible. For is it not written-" And if by grace, then is it no
more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of
works, then it is no more grace: otherwise work is no more work " ~
Are there any here to-day who have thus fallen from grace ~ who
once held, and, it may be, preached, that precious Gospel which I
have been commissioned to proclaim this day-but who, seduced by
the love of form, and the lust of power, have suffered it to be overlaid
by the doctrines and commandments of men ~ Let them pause to
consider the remorse, the misery which they are storing up for the day
of their death. I assume that they have the root of the matter in
them. It is hard to believe it: but still it may be so. But even then,
I repeat it--what remorse and what misery is in store for them: remorse (if they are ministers) at having been so long employed in leading
souls astray to their ruin; misery (in every case) at the failure of all
their cherished practices-all confessions, penances, litanies, sacraments-to minister one single drop of genuine comfort in the hour of
extremest need.
Brethren, I have facts on my side, as well as Scripture-yes and
facts of recent date. But I will not name them. I will rather cite
the case of one who has long since been gathered to his fathers-that
" great moralist," as he has been named, Dr. Johnson. The whole
life of that distinguished writer was spent in working out a righeousness of his own. Did that righteousness stand when he came to die ~
No! all was misery then, as he looked forward into that eternal state
upon which he was so soon to enter. In vain did his friends remind
him of the services which, as they alleged, he had rendered to virtue
by his numerous writings. He rejected the consolations they tendered.
He knew too well that a guilty, a condemned sinner, he was soon to
appear before One Who is of purer eyes than to behold evil, and cannot
look upon iniquity. At length, in the extremity of his distress, his
mind was directed to that one short verse-" Behold the Lamb of
God, which taketh away the sin ot the world." The simplicity and
the efficacy of faith were inculcated. His needy soul gratefully
welcomed the glad tidings. Then and only then, as one testifies who
was present, did peace possess his troubled spirit. "All his fears
were calmed and absorbed by the prevalence of his faith, and his
trust in the merits and propitiation of Jesus Christ. He talked often
to me," the same witne s adds, "about the necessity of faith in the
sacrifice of Jesus, as necessary beyond all good works whatsoever for
the salvation of man." Brethren, time forbids lengthened comment
on this telling fact. I will but say-May the Lord, in His pity, deal
as graciously with you as He dealt with him; delivering you, even in
spite of yourselves, as He delivered him from cisterns-broken cisterns
which contain no water-and bringing you to the one only fountain
which is opened for sin and for uncleanness; that thus in your case
also, He may" be just and the justifier of him that believeth in Jesus."
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SERMONETTE.

By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
A NOTABLE CONVERSION.
IN the seventh chapter of Luke we read of "a woman in the city,
which was a sinner," who entered into the house of Simon, the Pharisee,
where Jesus, having been invited to a meal, was reclining at table,
as was the custom in the East. This woman, we are told, stood at
the Lord's feet, behind Him, weeping, and her tears, raining down,
bedewed His bare feet, and she wiped them away with the hairs of
her head. Moreover, she repeatedly kissed His feet, and anointed
them with the costly ointment which she had brought. Not a word
did she speak; her heart was full to bursting with godly sorrow.
Why did she enter the Pharisee's house ~ Without a doubt because
she knew that Jesus was there. And why did she seek Jesus ~
Assuredly because she had received a revelation of His love and compassion, and got a glimpse of His ability to save sinners. Had He
not said, but a short time before, that He was called " A friend of
publicans and sinners ~ " (verse 34). And had she not probably heard
His gracious words, " Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy
-laden, and I will give you rest "~ A comparison of Matthew xi. with
Luke vii., shows that it was at this time that the Lord spake these
words. Great was her guilt, for she had led a profligate life, but her
trust was in Him Who came" to seek and to save that which was
lost," and so she sought the compassionate Saviour, desiring to hear
from His own lips, the assurance of the forgiveness of her sins. Some
such thoughts as the following may have passed through her mind:"I can but perish if I go,

I am resolved to try,
For if I stay away, I know
I must for ever die."

And the lO'IJing Sa'IJiour did not repulse her. The proud Pharisee said
within himself, "This Man, if He were a prophet, would have known
who and what manner of woman this is that toucheth Him; for she is
a sinner" (verse 39). But Jesus read his thoughts, and by a little
parable taught him that one who is forgiven much will love much.
Referring to what this poor woman had done, as showing her love
for Him, He declared that her" many" sins were forgiven. Her great
love proved and manifested her faith in Him, the Saviour of sinners,
and so the Lord assured her, "Thy sins are forgiven" (verse 48) ;
" Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace" (verse 50).
Does this meet the eye of any sorrowing, sin-burdened one, who
can see no hope of pardon and salvation but in Jesus ~ That same
compassionate, loving Saviour still says to you in His Word, "Thy
sins are forgiven." May He speak to your heart by His Spirit, " Thy
faith hath aaved thee, go in peace."
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RESURRECTION CHEER.
THE Lord is calling many of His redeemed ones home; they are
passing in rapid succession to the glory, "Where the King there, in
His beauty, without a veil is seen." One of our dear readers, Mrs.
Bumstead, of London, a warm supporter of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend
Society and of the Women's Protestant Union, has now joined the
ransomed throng above, after a prolonged time of pain and great
suffering which she was by grace enabled to bear so patiently. She
was always so full of loving sympathy. Many hearts will miss her,
but they will rejoice as they contemplate her release from all distress,
the entrance into the Father's house, the welcome, and the intense,
continuous joy on all sides; victory, victory through the blood of the
Lamb. May the abiding Comforter cheer ber beloved daughters with
His own special, tender cheer-He knows just how. "What must it
be to be there ~" Just tbink of it. And He points us to the resurrection, " I am the Resurrection and the Life," " I go to prepare a
place for you," and, " I will come again and receive you unto Myself,
that where I am there ye may be also." Dear reader, we solemnly
affirm in our worship, " I believe in the resurrection of the dead, and
the lift'> of the world to come," "the life everlasting, the resurrection
of the body."
Let us examine, under the Holy Spirit's guidance, some of the
points of the resurrection, as given in His Word. "He was delivered
for our offences and was raised again for our justification "-" He
Himself took part of the same (nature); that through death He might
destroy him that had the power of death." In this connection let me
quote Dr. Hawker's words on the subject: "Jehovah laid upon our
Lord Jesus Christ the iniquiti - ' the Lord laid on Him the iniquity
of us all' (!sa. liii. 6)-mark this down in strong characters." It was
a voluntary sacrifice on the part of Christ, and it was a Covenanted
sacrifice on the part of the Father and the Son to transfer the sinless
offering to the sinner's account. "Jesus did it, did it all, long, long
ago." "Then next consider that as Jesus had a transfer of all the
sins of His people, consequently they were no longer upon the people
from whom they were transferred."
Thus the whole transaction is the Covenant bond of the Father
and the Son. Let us further note there is the further bond of the
resurrection-Jesus" was delivered for our offences, and was raised
again for our justification." Do note the word" was." He was raised
again. "When He arose from the dead, then the poor sinner for
whom He was delivered and for whom He died, was truly justified
before God; for thereby proof was made that the debt was paid,
the receipt given, and God in confirmation of it, styled Himself by a
new name, even the' God of peace,' in bringing again from the dead
our Lord Jesus Christ, as the great Shepherd of His sheep, through
the blood of the everlasting Covenant." "Hence the resurrection of
Jesus was like going into the presence of God to cancel the bond, the
handwriting of ordinances, that was against us."
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Dear reader, " Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect?
It is God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ
that died, yea rather that is risen again, Who is even at the right hand
of God, Who also maketh intercession for us." What a safe, sure,
abiding standing is the position of the redeemed child of God, secured
on all sides, fenced all round with Divine Omnipotent love and provision.
But there is another point about the resurrection which is of special
comfort to the mourner: "Now is Christ risen from the dead and
become the first fruits of them that slept." Let us recall the fact that
He is the Head of His people, they are His body. Dr. Hawker writes,
" Never call to mind the resurrection of Jesus, but be sure to connect
always with it this blessed view of the subject-every redeemed
believer is part of Christ's body." "Therefore he died in Him, he is
justified in Him, and he also rises in Him." And remember also
dear grace-saved one, "Whom He justified, them He also glorified."
" Because I live ye shall live also."
Have you noticed the sweet triumphant joyous ring in the words
of Jesus after His resurrection as recorded in the Word of Truth?
Thus in the Gospel of St. Matthew (xxviii. 9), " Jesus met them saying,
All hail"; His loving greeting to them as Risen One. It was a
delighted expression of victory to His beloved friends who saw Him
die. Again the well-known and well-loved picture of the journey to
Emmaus when He walked and talked and reasoned and ate with His
friends. Also note His tender, reassuring words as He entered the
room in which His disciples met together the evening of His resurrection
day. "Peace be unto you," and after showing them His hands and
His feet again, "Peace be unto you." After eight days again He
entered with the same words, " Peace be unto you" ; the same familiar
greeting. How their hearts must have thrilled with the sound of His
voice and the sweet words. And in the lonely island of Patmos we
hear the same cheering words He had used so often before. The Risen
Ascended Lord and Saviour laid His right hand upon His fainting
beloved disciple, saying, " Fear not; I am the first and the last: I
am He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alivefor evermore."
There is one more incident in the story of the resurrection day
which I love to recall often, and which is very precious to bereaved
mournere. It refers to the dear Mary, who went to the grave early,
"while it was yet dark"; early dawn, for we read, " at the rising of
the sun." The first difficulty in the mind was the stone which barred
the door of the sepulchre, " for it was very great." When they reached
the place they found the stone was rolled away, and the tomb was
empty. The Sun of Righteousness Himself had risen. Later in the
morning, she was in the garden weeping: she lingered round the
sacred spot where her Master had been laid, little thinking He was
so near; and His voice even did not stay her weeping, but when He
said to her, "Mary," she knew Him then; she turned herself and
said to Him, "Rabboni," Master. The sadness was turned to gladness. Will He greet us at the resurrection by name?
15
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Dear bereaved ones, look up, look forward. On the grave of an
English Bishop there is the simple epitaph, "the trumpet shall sound"
-a world of 'hope and assurance and cheer in those words. We know
the remainder of that sentence, " and the dead shall be raised." All
the members of His body will be together with the Head, complete
in Him at the resurrection. We died in Him, in Him we rise .
.. Who now accuseth them,
For whom their Ha.nsom died?
Who now shall those condemn
Whom God hath justified?
Captivity is captive led;
For Jesus liveth, that was dead."
"When Christ, Who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also
appear with Him in glory." "We which are alive and remain shall
be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in
the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort
N
one another with these words."
ETTIE.

"I AM GRACIOUS."
IT is a beautiful verse which closes the lO7th Psalm, " Whoso is wise,
and will observe these things, even they shall understand the lovingkindness of the Lord," as if the end of all experiences comes out in
His lovingkindness. The whole Psalm is one of experience-of
diminishings and restorings, of need, of prayer, of help, of folly and
sin, and of forgiveness; and to those who think on the way that God
has led them and are not afraid of a sort of introspection, it all amounts
to this, that the Lord is good and that His merciful kindness has been
with them all their days. And I should think that when we go over in
our minds the histories of all the saints in the Bible, we shall be ready
to praise the Lord for His goodness to them. Paul and Silas did so
when in prison. For the time being they knew what their lot was, and
did not have to fear prison, as they were in it; and they had nothing
material to lose-all had gone. But they had hearts and tongues.
It was God Himself Who had made them and kept them till that
very day, and had taught them to return to Himself through His own
dear Son Whom they knew, and they knew what His life and death
meant. And His love filled their souls, and they felt the reality of
invisible union with God, and were able to estimate at their passing
worth what is dear to us here. They had the favour of God, and He
was with them. How great was His goodness and lovingkindness in
making them so happy. How kind it was of Him to give Daniel a
peaceful night, though he had lions for his companions. David said,
" Thy lovingkindness is better than life itself, therefore my lips shall
praise Thee." He meant, I suppose, that the mere joy of living was
not to be compared to the happiness of a sense of God's favour, a
living sense, such as His friends know when He says, " It is 1." Would
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that His praise was oftener on one's lips. But the Holy Spirit allows
a consciousness of distance and separation, and makes His people's
hearts sad for a long weary time, that the preciousness of His favour
and friendship may appear to them in its right light and at its
inestimable worth. Then it is brought to them as a revelation from
Himself, that He is altogether for them. A dear friend (it was" R ")
many years ago directed me one day to the last three words of the
27th verse of Exodus xxii. I still feel the very gentle persuasion that
came with them. The words are: "I am gracious." What a tender
and kind example of His sympathy and care it gives in the particular
case. A man's neighbour might have his garment in pledge, and with
right on his side keep it until it was fairly redeemed. But in the
meantime the evening and night would come, and the poor man would
have notbing to sleep in, and so would be cold. What was the poor
man to do 1 God said, " He will cry unto Me, and I will hear; for I
am gracious." Well, the night is coming and we shall all have to lie
down and sleep, and no man will give unto us a covering tnat will
suffice us for so cold a sleep as the sleep of death. There is One only
Who can supply our inevitable need, and that ,is the Lord, and He says;
" I am gracious." May we have the heavenly wisdom and alertness
to cry even now to Him for what we shall need when our day's labour
is ended. What a sweet awakening it will be on the morning of the
resurrection for all who have died in the Lord!
FOLLOWER-ON_

OVERCOMERS.
" They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb."-REVELATION xii. 11.
To overcome means to be victorious over some form of opposition.
The opponent in the above text is the devil. Opposition takes many
forms, even as there are many kinds of opposers or enemies. Opposition may be material, mental or spiritual, and such enemies appear
in so many different characters that it is impossible to specify them
in the limited space of an article, but all who seek to do right-as
the Word of God explains right-know something of what it is to be
confronted with opposition.
The aim of those who seek to walk in the right way-that is to say,
in the way made known in God's Holy Word-is to be "overcomers."
This they can only be " by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word
of their testimony."
Before proceeding one step farther it is necessary to inquire what
is meant by "the blood of the Lamb". The answer must come
from God's Word, and careful search reveals the answer, for" it is
written," "whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this
is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith" (1 John v. 4).
Thus "faith" and "the blood of the Lamb" are asserted by the
Holy Spirit to accomplish the same result; hence they must be connected
and most assuredly they are, for it is further" written" (1 John v. 5),
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" Who is he that overcometk the world, but he that believetk tkat Jesus
is the Son of God."
These two verses are in exact agreement with the teaching which
the Lord Jesus imparted to Nicodemus when He said, "Ye must be
born of the Spirit" (see John iii. 3-8), and" God so loved the world,
that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish, but have everlasting life" (John iii. 16). "The
gift of God "-to those who are made overcomers-" is eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord" (Rom. vi. 23).
To believe in the Lord Jesus, the Son of God, is to believe all that
God's Word reveals concerning Him, and the great central fact revealed
in Scripture concerning Him is " that Christ Jesus came into the world
to save sinners," even the chief (1 Tim. i. 15; Matt. xviii. 11; ix.13)" While we were yet sinners, Christ died for the ungodly-for us" (Rom.
v. 6, 8). "His own self bare our eins in His own body on the tree
. . . by Whose stripes ye were healed" (1 Peter ii. 24). "The blood
is the life" (Deut. xii. 23; Lev. xvii. 14). "It is the blood "-that
is the sacrificed life-cc that maketh an atonement for the soul" (Lev.
xvii. 11). "Without shedding of blood is no remission" (Heb. ix.
22). Thus" Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and
unto them that look for Him (and look alone unto Him) shall He
appear the second time without sin unto salvation" (Heb. ix. 28).
These passages clearly demonstrate that when it is written of the
redeemed that" they overcame ... by the blood of the Lamb," it is
the same as if it were written, " they overcame by faith in Him, Who
loved them, and took their sins upon Him, and paid the penalty that
was their due, by bearing the just wrath of God in their stead a.nd
laying down His life that they might live."
" Signifying by what death He should die," the Lord Jesus said,
" I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all (sorts) unto Me"
(John xii. 32, 33). He was" lifted up from the earth" when He was
crucified upon the tree and " redeemed His people from the curse of
the law" (see Gal. iii. 13). In the foreknowledge of all that He was
to accomplish, the Son of God sajd by His servant Isaiah, "Look
unto Me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth" (Isa. xlv. 22).
"I, even I, am JEHOVAH; and beside Me there is no Saviour" (Isa.
xliii. 11). Those who truly believe in Him are overcomers by virtue
of all He has accomplished. They are united to Him by true faith
and are as much one as are the tree and the fruit-bearing branches
(John xv. 5).
This union to the Lord Jesus is of vital importance. "A fig tree
cannot bear olive berries, neither can a vine bring forth figs" (see
James iii. 12). This truth is plain to the simplest understanding, but
men and women shut their eyes to the spiritual lesson this inspired
statement is intended to convey, viz., that all true believers must
bring forth spiritual fruit (see Gal. v. 22-26). They must seek to
walk as the Lord Jesus walked.
This the" overcomers " were enabled to do. They believed in Him
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and rested all their hopes upon His perfect work of atonement. They
believed in Him and were saved (Acts xvi. 31), but this was not all.
As a result of believing in Him they witnessed to Him and for Him,
that is, " by the word of their testimony."
In other words, they acted as the Apostle Paul did. He could say,
" I determined to know nothing else as a ground of salvation or as a
matter worth preaching, but Jesus Christ and Him crucified" (see
1 Cor. D. 2), and hence he could declare on another occasion, " I know
that bonds and afflictions await me, but none of these things move
me, neither count I my life dear unto me, so that I might finish my
course with joy and the ministry which I have received of the Lord
Jesus, to testify the Gospel of the grace of God" (Acts xx. 24).
In like manner it is recorded of the" overcomers " that" they loved
not their lives unto the death" (Rev. xii. 11). They were willing
to lo'>e all that this world can offer, yea, and even to surrender their
natural life to the persecutor rather than deny the Lord Jesus Christ.
Their love to the Lord Jesus was stronger than the fear and dread of
torture and death (Song. of Sol. vID. 6).
In order that believers may thus" overcome," the Lord has provided
them with armour, as set forth in Ephesians vi. 13-18, and the marginal
rendering of verse 13 is very instructive: "Wherefore take unto you
the whole armour of God that ye may be able to withstand in the evil
day, and having overcome all, to stand." All the armour must be
put on, and the weapons mlli't be expertly used, viz., "the shield
of faith" "and the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God,"
and communication must be kept up with the Great "Oaptain of
salvation," (Heb. ii. 10) by " praying always with all prayer."
The enemies are great, but" the Lamb shall overcome them" (Rev.
xvii. 14). This iEt a certainty and in Hi'> messages to the seven Churches
of Asia He promises marvellous blessings to "him that overcometh "
(Rev. ii. 7, 11, 17, 26; ID. 5, 12, 21), and finally in Rev. xxi. 7, the
Lord sums up His promises in words that are overwhelming in their
fulne s: "He that overcometh shall inherit all things, and I will be
his God, and he shall be l'tly son."
It is only by " looking unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our
faith" (Heb. xii. 2) that any can be overcomers.

P. I. B.
THE UNITY OF THE BODY.
" As Christians are one body in Christ, they should feel their mutual
dependence and their common interest in their Head, from Whom
life, intelligence, enjoyment, and every good comes. They should
sympathize in each other's joys and sorrows; the hand should not
envy the eye, nor the eye despise the foot. How can those, who are
destitute of this common feeling with their fellow Christians, be
partakers of that Spirit by which true believers are constituted really
and not merely nominally one 1 "-Dr. Oharles Hodge on Romans xii.
4, 5.
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A WORD TO OUR READERS.

OUR readers will be interested to learn that the Trustees of THE GOSPEL
MAGAZINE held their Annual Meeting on Friday, April 11th. The
Balance Sheet was read, and showed that after paying all expenses
there was a small balance at the end of the year 1929.
The Trustees felt that there was much reason to thank God in view
of the great measure of encouragement which He still continues to
give us in this effort to spread the knowledge of His truth.
We still long, however, for a larger circulation. We note with
thankfulness that some of our readers order many copies for distribution amongst their friends. Some, too, extend the usefulness of the
Magazine by lending it to their friends. It would, however, be a great
advantage if some to whom the Magazine is given or lent would themselves become regular subscribers.
At present the Magazine does not pay. Were it not for the kind
and liberal donations sent by a large number of our readers, it would
be impossible to carry on.
We would appeal, therefote, to all who are able to become subscribers,
to send 6s. per annum to our publisher, who will then supply them with
the Magazine, post free.
If a larger number who value the doctrines of grace would become
subscribers, it would greatly help forward the work of the Magazine.
There is a loud call to those who value these great truths to rally round
the Magazine. These truths are not popular, and hence if their propagation is not supported by those who love them, the difficulties in the
way of publishing them abroad by means of the printed page are
greatly increased.

The Trustees warmly thank all the readers who kindly send donations
to THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE FUND. The prayers of all our readers are
asked for the Lord's continued blessing on this work.
Donations and subscriptions should be sent to the Publisher ;MR. B. S. TAYLOR,
" GOSPEL "MAGAZINE" OFFICE,
23, BEDFORD STREET, STRAJ.....D,
LONDON, W.C.2.
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THE DANGERS OF ECOLESIASTICAL UNION.
(From" The F1"ee P1"esbyterian Magazine," for March, 1930.)
WE have been so accustomed to the exhortations of leaders in the

religious world of the imperative duties of the Ohurches to make
every effort for unification, and the untold blessings that are to follow
from such a consummation have been sounded in our ears, that it
may seem, in the estimation of some, mere waste of time to pause
and take stock of dangers that may beset such schemes of unification.
The spirit of Lausanne is abroad in the Ohurches to-day, and even
in quarters where it would be least expected. But it is no exaggeration
to say that if the spirit that made the Lausanne conferences possible
prevails, it will spell disaster to the faith once for all delivered to
the saints. A good deal of the driving force behind such movements
receives its impetus from misguided zeal directed by a mistaken interpretation of certain ew Testament passages, and an inability to
di~tinguish things that differ. These movements derive a good deal
of their success also from the spirit of compromise in matters of faith
and practice. When we say this, it is not to be understood that we
are opposed to external union when it is consummated in the interests
of the truth, or that we treat lightly the New Testament teaching on
the duty of unity in the Church of Ohrist. We are not advocating the
separation (or as it would be called now, individualism) of Independency
or of Plymouth Brethrenism. Our famous Presbyterian ecclesiastical
writers of the seventeenth century stressed this external unification in
their controversy with the Independents, but it betrays a lack of
judgment in historical matters to make use of their arguments in
connection with matters that have a different setting. Whatever may
be said for external unity, and we have no desire to minimize its
importance nor belittle the force of the arguments that point in that
direction, yet when we find the tel.. .t s of the New Testament which
manifestly deal with spiritual unity applied to external unity, it is
high time to protest against such wresting of the Word of God. Visible
or external unity is not synonymous with the spiritual or invisible
unity of the New Testament, and if the arguments for external unity
lead its advocates to take up such a position, it is the imperative duty
of those who see differently to utter a protest against such teaching.
This was one of the great dangers to the faith that was very prominent
in the recent Union movement in Scotland. That such dangers exist
and need exposure is all the more necessary because of the plausible
arguments by which they are presented to the public for acceptance.
We purpose to direct attention to some of these dangers.
1. A wrong interpretation has been put upon certain important
New Testament texts, and thereby external unity has been hopelessly
confused with spiritual unity. The advocates of the unification of the
Ohurches have in season and out of season appealed to our Lord's
Prayer for unity (John xvii. 20, 21). But the unity He prayed for
was not the unity of a mixed multitude, of believers and unbelievers.
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It was a unity that embraced believers the wide world over irrespective
of all geographical barriers. Christ never prayed for a unity which
would be broken some day, which must inevitably be the case if the
unification brought together believers and unbelievers. He prays
that they may be one as the Father and He are one, but that is an
everlasting unity. Men, otherwise careful as exegetes, have been
unaccountably led astray in their interpretation of our Lord's Prayer
when they have become obsessed with the idea of the unification of
the Churches.
2. There is also a great danger of compromising the truth in these
movements for union, and as far as Scotland is concerned we have
abundant evidence of this in many of the unions that have taken place.
One or both of the contracting parties agree to differ. Principles and
doctrines which at one time were considered sufficiently important
to demand sacrifices, and even separation, are minimized. Whenever
this spirit of drift begins to show itself, it is an indication of something
wrong. It is a virtual avowal that in taking a distinctive or separate
stand for the doctrines or principles there was a serious mistake made.
Once such a tendency takes possession of individuals or Churches no
one can tell where it will end. The policy of drift is to be carefully
guarded against alike in the individual and the Church.
3. There is also the great danger of emphasizing external unity at
the expense of more important truths. Great care must always be
taken to guard against destroying the well-balanced symmetry of
Scripture truth. The thought before our minds is so admirably
expressed by Professor Smeaton that we quote him at some length:
" The duty and advantages of Union," he says, "have been greatly
exaggerated. No one, indeed, at the commencement of these negoti0 one
ations* put the matter on any very transcendental grounds.
for a time had any idea that outward ecclesiastical Union was such an
imperative obligation, that we must have it at any cost and with any
amount of concession. The necessity of such a thing can in no way
be deduced, as we shall afterwards prove, from the doctrine of Jesus
and His apostles. The Church has her own peculiar unity in her
Lord before those humanly concocted schemes of external unification
begin. And all these schemes have their dangers as well as their
advantages. They are right when they bring to light or give expression to the ilpiritual, invisible and everlasting unity which knits all
the members in every place to their Head, and to each other in Him.
They are fraught with danger, and are more cognate to Popish than
Protestant sentiments when advocated as an indispensable duty at
any cost, or merely with a view to give a particular Church a more
worthy or respectable position in the eye of others. The expected
advantages are, to a large extent, illusory, and they threaten the
united body with all the dangers of a hierarchy, oftentimes a selfconstituted order of men. The notion which I see expressed in certain

* That

is the early Union negotiations in the Free Church:

•
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quarters of the Church, that you cannot recede from these Union
efforts without sin, is one I do not share. That position, by whomsoever it is propounded, just means that some men have invented a
new code of ethics on the subject of External Ecclesiastical Uniona theory unknown to the Protestant Church-and they have succeeded
in fettering their own consciences; and they are proceeding, as far
as in them lies, to do the same ill turn to their neighbours. I cannot
allow any man to put the matter in this light. I cannot concede
that External Ecclesiastical Union, even though it be Protestant and
Presbyterian Union, is to be elevated into such a rank that it shall
be made a religious duty, irrespective of all considerations of fitness
and brotherly love. I cannot allow men to bind the conscience of
the Church with such a dogma when visible unification is not synonymous with Union to Christ, nor with Union to the people of Christ.
It is a matter desirable indeed when it is found to be practicable,
convenient, or workable. But every Church from the days of the
apostles has been acting on the principle that many things may warrantably prevent it." (National Ohristianity and Scriptural Union.)
4. Another danger is the tendency that shows itself in these negotiations to stress the material side of things while ignoring the spiritual.
For instance, the worldly principle that union is strength is applied
as if it were an axiomatic truth. Outward unity does not always
spell strength for the cause of Christ-in fact, sometimes the breaking
up of this external unity has been a sure sign of the working of living,
spiritual forces. The separate existence of denominations is not
always a sign that the cause of their separate existence is a mere point
of will, a determination to be singular, or a self-righteous spirit which
glories in exclusiveness.
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"LIVE, while you live, the Epicure would say,
And seize the pleasures of the present day.
Live, while you live, the sacred preacher cries,
And give to God each moment as it flies.
Lord, in my view let both united be,
I live in pleasure, when I live to Thee."Dr. Doddridge.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-The following letter just received from a missionary
to sailors shows the great need existing for Gospel literature amongst
the men. The opportunities for circulating magazines and books of
truth are very great, and it behoves us ~o do all that is possible to
supply the need, and for this we look to our friends for their kind
help. "I thank you for your letter together with a fine supply of
books. I have been looking forward for same, observing I have run
out of these books for some time, and they have come a great blessing
to me in my work. Will you therefore be good enough to accept our
very sincere and grateful thanks, and may His blessing rest upon you
in the splendid efforts put forth with a view to winning souls? "
Parcels should be sent carriage paid to the undermentioned address.
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, April, 1930.
THE PLAN OF SALVATION.
" THE plan of salvation was the eternal purpose of God, by which He
was to make known to the principalities and powers in heavenly
places His manifold wisdom. Each of the Divine Persons performed
a special part in the accomplishment of the great design. The Father
chose the heirs of salvation in Christ, to Whom He consigned them;
the Son appeared in the form of a servant, to redeem them from the
curse of the,law, according to His Father's will; and through the
eternal Spirit offered Himself, as their Substitute, without spot unto
God. Having finished the work, He entered into His glory, and
received power over all flesh, that He might give eternal life to as
many as the Father had given Him. This He aCGomplishes by quickening them by the Holy Spirit, Which, as the great Head of the body,
He has received without measure. The Son can do nothing of
Himself; there must ever be the most perfect harmony among the
Divine Persons, for they are one. All the fulness of the Godhead
dwells bodily in the Son; and the eternal salvation of all His brethren
-of all whom He took part in flesh and blood, and whose sins He
bore in His Own body on the tree-necessarily results from the
immutability of God."-J. A. Haldane on The Atonement.
" The true method to drive away despondency, is believing apprehensions of the Scriptural grounds of hope, namely, the love of God, the
death of Christ, His resurrection, His universal dominion, and His
intercession."-Dr. Oharles Hodge.
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THE REV. PERCY STOTT, M.A., B.D.,
OF ST. PETER'S, HALLIWELL, BOLTON.

VICAR

WE greatly regret to have to record the death of the Rev. Percy Stott,
which took place on Saturday, March 29th last. We have reason to
know that Mr. Stott did not see with us on the great doctrines of grace,
but of His call by grace we have not the slightest doubt. So far as
we were able to judge from our occasional contact with him he was
one of the most decided Evangelical clergymen of the Church of
England. We have reason to think that he took a very faithful stand
against all worldly entertainments in connection with the work of
God. He was one of the founders of the Bible Churchmen's Missionary Society, and therefore he stood out firmly for the plenary inspiration of the whole Bible. He was Chairman of its Northern Council
and he regularly attended the Society's Executive meetings in London.
One of his sons, the Rev. Wilfrid Stott, B.D., is a B.C.M.S. missionary
in South China.
Mr. Stott took a firm stand against the legalizing of the New
Prayer Book, and on the day when it last came before the House of
Commons he arranged for a prayer meeting in Bolton, which lasted
twelve hours, from 9.0 a.m. to 9.0 p.m., that the Lord would display
His power by again frustrating the attempt to legalize a book which
encouraged to so large a degree both the Modernism and the Sacerdotalism which have got such a firm foothold in the Church of England.
Mr. Stott leaves behind him a widow, eight sons, and two daughters,
to whom we tender our warm Christian sympathy.
From an unexpected quarter comes a beautiful testimony to his
faithful Evangelical and Protestant principles, and to the holy consistency of his character. A correspondent of The Ohurch Times, a
paper of distinctive Anglo-Catholic principles, writes as follows in the
issue of that journal bearing the date of April 4th :" The Vicar of St. Peter's, Halliwell, the Rev. P. Stott, who was
laid to rest last Tuesday, was of the straitest sect of the Evangelicals,
a Protestant, and was one of the originators of the B.C.M.S. He
was also a most saintly pastor to his people, visiting them and helping
them in season and out of season. All through the Prayer Book
controversy he fought valiantly for his cause, but although one heard
him speak many times, one never heard a word that was not spoken
in love. He would not wish for our prayers, but all who knew him
will thank God for his simple sanctity."
" As the gifts and calling of God are without repentance, those to
whom He has given the Holy Spirit, and has called unto holiness,
may rejoice in the certainty of the continuance of these blessings."Dr. Oharles Hodge.

226

The Gospel Magazine
~Ut

ll'oung

fOUlS'

lPage.

A REFUGE.
MANY of my young readers have to cross busy streets in London, or
other large towns, where there is much traffic. When you wish to
cross the road, you make your way first, if possible, to a refuge in
the middle of the road, and then wait till you can with safety get
to the other side. Standing on the pavement of the refuge you feel
quite secure, though motors of various kinds may be rushing past
you before and behind.
Sometimes, it may be, you have been glad of a refuge in time of
storm. Near the city of Bath there il:t a hill, called Little Solsbury,
from the top of which fine views can be obtained. Years ago we
sometimes had our tea on the top, getting hot water from a cottage
not far away. A good road leads up on the side of the hill for about
half-a-mile, and then the way leads through fields by a hilly path
to the top. On one occasion, when it was nearly time to return,
we could see by the heavy black clouds that a big storm was coming.
Gathering our things quickly together, we ran down the hill, and made
for a large open shed, which was near the place where we left the
road to climb the hill. We all got safely inside just as the storm
broke, and were very thankful and happy there, as we watched the
flashes of lightning, and heard the thunder roll, whilst the rain poured
down in torrents. What a refuge that shed proved to be !
The following Monday afternoon, in giving an address at our
Mothers' Meeting, I spoke to the women of the Lord Jesus Christ
as the sinner's Refuge, to Whom anyone feeling her sinfulness might
flee for safety. The Lord, in His grace and mercy, opened the heart
of one woman present to receive the message to the saving of her soul,
and she hastened for refuge to Him Who alone is able to save.
"Other refuge have I none,
Hangs my helpless soul on Thee."
Her life afterwards proved her conversion to be real, and now she
is with the Lord Whom she loved, and Who saved her by His grace.
The Lord is the Refuge of His believing people in every time of
trouble. In Psalm ix. 9, we read, "The Lord also will be a refuge
for the oppressed, a refuge in times of trouble." Though you are still
young, you have had your troubles of various kinds, and what a mercy
it is if you can run at once to the Lord and find refuge! " The name
of the Lord is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into it, and
is safe."
When the Psalmist wrote the one hundred and forty-second Psalm,
he was in great straits. In the fourth and fifth verses he says, " Refuge
failed me; no man cared for my soul. I cried unto Thee, 0 Lord:
I said, Thou art my Refuge." No one was ever turned away from
this Refuge, for the Lord Jesus says, " Him that cometh to Me I will
in DO wise cast out."
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May all my young readers be able to say from the heart the words
of Psalm xci. 4, "I will say of the Lord, He is my Refuge and my
fortress: my God; in Him will I trust." In such happy confidence
you will find safety and joy.

E. A. H.
~tote~tant

lI3eacon.

CHURCH OF ENGLAND EVANGELICALS AND
THE LORD'S SUPPER.
THE following statement of Doctrine was in March last issued over
the signatures appended :I.
The most comfortable sacrament of the Body and Blood of Chnst
our Saviour, commonly called the Supper of the Lord, is the Divinely
instituted witness to the Church and the world of the fact that tbe
sacrifice and deatb of our Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son
of God, upon the cross, is the central fact of our faith. It was ordained
" for tbe continual remembrance of the sacrifice of the death of Christ,
and of the benefits which we receive thereby." In the words of our
Liturgy" to the end that we should always remember the exceeding
grE-at love of our Master, and only Saviour, Jesus Christ, thus dying
for us, and the innumerable benefits which by His precious bloodshedding He hath obtained to us; He hath instituted and ordained
holy mysteries, as pledges of His love, and for a continual remembrance
of His death, to our great and endless comfort." The connection of
this great sacrament is with the atoning death and sacrifice of our
Lord, and not with the incarnation, except in tbe more mediate sense
that the incarnation was a necessary prelude to the atonement-the
Son of God became man in order that He might in His death make
purification of sins.
lI.
The remembrance or perpetual memory (the purpose of the
sacrament) is God-given and manward. The atoning sacrifice was
God-provided and is complete for ever, having been effected once for
all through the eternal Spirit; and it is therefore impossible for it
to be re-presented to the Father or even ceremonially pleaded before
Him, mnch less re-offered; inasmuch as the Son, having offered one
sacrifice of sins for ever, is now seated with the Father on the throne,
and no dividing of the substance of the Godhead is to be conceived.
But by the command and provision of the eternal Son as often as we
eat the bread and drink the cup we do proclaim-preach-the Lord's
dpath till He come. The Godward action in the sacrament is (after
prayer and almsgiving and praise) entirely and exclusively a thanksgiving to God for His unspeakable gift of His Son, and a self-devotion
of ourselves, our souls and bodies in grateful living sacrifice to Father,
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Son and Holy Spirit. But the memory-the calling to remembrance
-is for man; first, subjectively, in the quickening of our own memories
as we join in the symbolism prescribed by our Master; and secondly,
objectively as we proclaim to one another, to the Churcb and to the
world, that there is none other salvation but through the crucified
Redeemer.

Ill.
The holy and Divine presence in the sacrament is the presence of
the whole Godhead, indivisible and inseparable. We may not think
of a separated presence of the flesh or manhood of the blessed Son
inasmuch as no re-separation of the manhood taken into God is possible;
nor may we think of a severed presence of the second Person of the
adorable Trinity, whether conceived of in His Divinity or in His
glorified manhood or both together, apart or divided from the Father
and the Spirit. And this Divine presence (of the whole Godhead)
is purely and entirely spiritual, effected or ministered or manifested
by and through the Holy Spirit in the hearts of the faithful (i.e., those
that have a lively faith) and is not to be thought of or defined as in,
with or under the form of the bread and wine. So then we do not use
or admit the term real presence, which term or phrase has always
been associated with a presence in some manner localized in connection
with the bread and wine as a result of consecration apart from the
faith of the worthy communicants.

IV.
That which the Lord hath commanded to be received in the sacrament of the Lord's supper is bread and wine, which together are the
outward part or sign. The inward part or thing signified is the body
and blood of Christ which are verily and indeed taken and received
by the faithful (i.e., those that have a lively faith) in the Lord's Supper;
but the body of Christ is given, taken and eaten, in the supper, only
after a heavenly and spiritual manner, and the means whereby it is
received and eaten in the supper is faith. Those that lack a lively
faith are in no wise partakers of Christ. The sacramental. bread and
wine remain after consecration in their very natural substances and
the substance of each is not changed into the substance of Christ's
hody and blood whether as a consequence of the recital of Christ's
words, or by reason of the invocation upon them of the Holy Spirit
or otherwise. The bread remains bread and the wine remains wine,
but hallowed to solemn use as the designated signs and symbols of
the body and blood broken and shed upon the cross for us men and
for our salvation. The action of our blessed Lord in the night that
He was betrayed differs from the action of His disciples entrusted
with the duty to do as He did, as anticipation differs from retrospection but not otherwise; and no such disciples can or do effect more
than the Lord did, nor can their recital of His words mean other than
His words meant the night before His body was broken and His blood
outpoured.

.
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V.
The essential and indispensable acts in the sacrament are the actual
eating of the bread and thp actual drinking of the wine. Without
this, whatever is done, there is no sacrament. No one who does not
eat the bread and drink of the cup has any part or lot in the sacrament.
Therefore all the service rightly centres round the actual administration of the consecrated bread and wine, and in our liturgy it iF the
communion of the people and not the communion of the minister upon
which the main stress is laid, and for which the precise form is provided. This is the only end and purpose of the consecration; and the
one cannot be separated from the other. Neither the presence of
devout persons during the prayer of consecration (and after) without
actually partaking of the bread and wine: nor the communicating
at a later occasion of the bread and wine to devout persons who were
absent during the prayer of consecration; is a fulfilment of the Divine
institution or a compliance with the liturgical requirements of our
Church. Nor is there any lawful purpose to which the consecrated
elements may be put outside the reverent execution of the liturgy of
this sacrament.
R. BLAKENEY (Canon of Peterborough).
C. S. CARTER (Principal, B.C.M.S. College, Bristol).
J. P. S. R. GIBSON (Principal, Ridley Hall, Cambridge).
T. W. GILBERT (Prinmpal, London College of Divinity).
A. RowLAND GRANT (Canon of Norwich).
A. W. GREENUP (Rector of Great Oakley, and Examining
Chaplain to the Bishop of Chelmsford).
H. W. HrnDE (Vicar of Islington, and Prebendary of
St. Paul's).
T. J. PULVERTAFT (Vicar of St. Paul's, Kilburn).
W. DODGSON SYKES (Vice-Principal, London College of
Divinity, and McNeile Professor).
J. H. THORPE (Archdeacon of Macclesfield).

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
WRITING on behalf of an Aged Pilgrim, a friend says, "What the
pension means to her is more than one can find words to express.
But it has been the means of lightening the burden and brightening
her latter days, and she wishes me to send her grateful thanks. She
has marvelled at God's wonderful way in providing for her."
The close of the financial year evokes praise to God for His continued
favour, inasmuch as the income has enabled the Committee to meet
all liabilities. A large gathering at the Annual Meeting at Eccleston
Hall will be most encouraging.
The current Quarterly Record contains a portrait of the late Rev.
Manasseh Tryon a.nd interesting items concerning the work of the
Society.
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Meetings on behalf of the Institution will (D.V.) be held as follows:
Annual Meetings at Eccleston Hall on May 2nd at 3.45 and 6 o'clock;
8th, Service at Salem Chapel, Richmond, at 7.30; and on the 14th,
a Meeting at High Wycombe, at 7 o'clock.

ROMANISING THE DIOCESE OF TRuRo. By W. POYNTER ADAMS, Esq.
Pp. 16. Price 2d. (Church Association, 13 and 14, Buckingham
Street, London, W.C.2.)
The author of this pamphlet ably and clearly exposes the Romanising
of the Diocese of Truro, by references to the Romish practices in the
Cathedral, in many of the Churches, and to the character of the
Diocesan GazeUe. The Sacrament is reserved in the Cathedral, incense
is frequently burnt at its services, Confessions are heard, and the
Deposited Book, twice rejected by Parliament, is in use there.
The Bishop recently unveiled a memorial to the late Canon C. F.
Rogers, in St. Hilary Parish Church. The memorial took the form of
a Calvary, and on the memorial is this inscription: "In Memory of
Charles Fursdon Rogers, Priest and Honorary Canon of the Cathedral
Church of Truro, who said Mass in this Ohurch during the last six years
of his life and on the day of his death." Yet the Articles speak of Masses
as " blasphemous fables and dangerous deceits."

ROMAN CATHOLICS AND SCHOOL HISTORy-BOOKS. (An attempted
Censorship described.) By J. W. POYNTER. Pp. 16. Price 2d.
(Church Association, 13 and 14, Buckingham Street, Strand,
London, W.C.2.)
The author of this pamphlet was at one time a keen Roman Catholic
and a member of the Westminster Catholic Federation. As such he
has first-hand knowledge of the attempts on the part of this Federation
to secure alterations in the history books used in London County
Council elementary schools. "Two bulky, privately printed books,
entitled Historical Text-Books and Readers," giving detailed reports
of the Federation's activities in this matter have been reviewed by
• Mr. Poynter, and he says, "In point of fact, were the Federation's
suggestions really adopted, the London County Council history-books
would be transformed into works containing large quantities of Roman
Catholic propaganda" (p. 6). Examples of the alterations proposed
are given and we would recommend all our readers to procure thi
pamphlet for themselves.

