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,. Who comforteth lli! in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. ~.

SECURITY FROM EVERY EVIL WEAPON.
" No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper,. and every
tongue that shall n:se against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn.
This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and their righteousness is of Me, saith the LORD."-IsAIAH liv. 17.

THIS verse contains a promise, and a description of the persons to
whom it is made. The promise is "no weapon that is formed
against thee sball prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against
thee in judgment thou shalt condemn." The persons to whom the
promise is made are described as " the servants of the LORD" and
as a people whose righteousness has its source in the LORD. The
primary reference of the passage is to the LORD'S chosen and
beloved people, Israel. The LORD says to them, "For a small
moment have I forsaken thee," and "In a little wratb I hid My
face from thee for a moment." Tbat describes tbeir present experience. For their sin in rejecting and crucifying the LORD of glory
they are at present temporarily forsaken of GOD, and His face is
hidden from them. For more than eighteen centuries they, as a
nation, have been suffering for their national sins. GOD, however,
has not totally and for ever cast them off. They are still " beloved
for tbe fathers' sakes." GOD still intends to have mercy on tbem.
(see Rom. xi. 1,2,26-28,32.) Hence He says, "With great mercies
will I gather thee," "with everlasting kindness will I have mercy
on thee, saith the LORD thy Redeemer." When these gracious
purposes are accomplished then His ancient people will be permanently and irrevocably blessed. Then the LORD says, "My kind-
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ness shall not depart from thee, neither shall the Covenant of My
peace be removed, saitb the LORD that hath mercy on thee" (I1'a.
liv. 7, 8, 10).
Then, no weapon formed against them shall prosper and every
tongue that shall rise against them they shall condemn. This great
and precious promise, however, is now applicable liO " sJl the Israel
of GOD," that is to the spiritual Israel, the spiritual seed of Abraham.
The LORD says to all the family of faith that they are perfectly
secure from every evil weapon. He is watching over them. He
will keep the feet of His saints. No power on earth or in hell can
do any permanent damage to the objects of His eternal love, to the
people whom He has cbosen, redeemed, called, jURtified and saved.
Let us then, who, by grace are members of the LORD'S family, take
comfort from this precious promise, and let us meditate upon it in
dependence upon the teaching and help of the SPIRIT.
1. First, let us think of the persons who are secure from every evil
weapon.
1. They are described as the servants of the LORD."
The same title is given to their LORD and MASTER in relation to
His service on earth. "Behold, My Servant, ·Whom I uphold;
Mine Elect, in Whom My soul delighteth." He is also described as
Jehovah's "righteous Servant" (Isa. xlii. 1; liii. 11).
He as the FATHER'S" righteous Servant" perfectly obeyed the
FATHER'S will. He perfectly obeyed the precepts of His FATHER'S
law, as the Representative of Ris people, and then suffered the
penalty of that law whicb His people had broken. Thus He secured
for them their eternal justification. He was made sin for them,
that they might be made the -righteousness of GOD in Rim. This
title" Servant" is also applied to all His people. He says, " The
servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted Me,
they will also persecute you" (John xv. 20).
Speaking to the Roman saints, the apostle says, "ye were the
servants of sin," but a mighty change in their experience had
taken place, and they "became the servants of righteousness."
Being made free from sin as a master, they had" become servants
to GOD," and they had their" fruit unto holiness, and the end
everlasting life" (see Rom. vi. 17-22). GOD'S people are His
children. They are also His servants or bondslaves. The Revelation
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of JESUS CHRIST was given unto Him "to show lmto His servants
things which must shortly come to pass; and He 8ent and signified
it by His angel unto His sermnt John." The servants to whom the
Revelation was to be made known were " the seven Churches which
are in Asia" (Rev. i. 1, 4).
The Apostle ~aul gloried in this title. He frequently called
himself" a servant (or bondslave) of JESUS CHRIST" (see Rom.
i. 1; Gal. i. 10; Phi!. i. 1).
As the servants or bondslaves of the LORD JESUS, GOD'S people
have been bought with the price of His precious blood. He definitely paid the price to redeem them from spiritual bondage, and
from the curse. They are therefore now His property, not only by
gift, but by purchase, and through the regenerating power of His
SPIRIT they have turned to GOD from idols and from the darkness
of sin, to serve the living and true GOD, and to wait for His SON
from Heaven, Who hath delivered them from the wrath to come.
They have, therefore, through infinite grace and mercy, " become
!'lervants to GOD." As such they are exhorted to "yield their
members servants to righteousness unto holiness." Having been
delivered from the hand of their enemies their constant desire and
aim should be to "serve Him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before Him, all the days of their life" (Luke i. 74, 75).
This title of "serv!l.nt," then, implies devotedness to Him ''''ho
hath bought His people with His blood. It implies a daily
endeavour to live wholly unto Him, by His grace. It implies holy
separation from all evil principles and associations, and a yielding
of the whole being to the service of our LORD and MASTER.
This service follows regeneration and reconciliation. Before we
go any further we may well ask ourselves, Does this title of a servant
of the LORD describe me ~ Have I through grace ceased to be a
servant of sin and satan, and become a servant of righteousness and
of GOD ~ If so, what grace we need whereby we may serve GOD
acceptably with reverence, and godly fear.
2. Another description of the people who are secure from every
evil weapon is "their righteousness is of Me, saith the LORD."
This and the other description show very clearly that the promise
of the text is given only to GOD'S people. The people of GOD,
taught by the Spirit, acknowledge that they have no righteousness
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of their own. They say, "We are all as an unclean thing, and all
our righteousnesses are as filthy rags." What do we do with filthy
rags~ We either burn them or throw them away as wortWess.
So our fancied righteousne..'!S~ are absolutely worthless, and only
fit to be abhorred and rejected. Pharisees trust in themselves that
they are righteous, and go about to establish their own righteousness,
but those taught by the SPIRIT own that, so far from being in any
measure righteous, their hearts are" deceitful above all things and
desperately wicked." They acknowledge that "there is none
righteous, no, not one." But, thank GOD, that" the righteousness
of GOD," a righteousness of His Own providing, is revealed in the
Gospel. This righteousness is "unto all and upon all them that
believe." It is a righteousness imputed without works of ours.
It is a righteousness imputed on the ground of CHRIST'S obedience
unto death. It is, in other words, "the righteousness of our GOD
and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST," which is reckoned to all His believing
people. He is "the LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS." "In the LORD
have I righteousness and strength," " In the LORD shall all the seed
of Israel be justified, and shall glory" (see Isa. lxiv. 6; Rom. iii.
21, 22; v. 19; 2 Pet. i. 1; Jer. :xxiii. 6; Isa. xlv. 24, 25).
Have we renounced all confidence in any fancied righteousness of
our own, and are we ready thankfully to say, "Not by works of
righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He
saved us " ~ (Titus. iii. 5). If so, then the promise of security from
every evil weapon is given to us.
U. Now let us think of the precious promises made to the servants
of the LORD.
1. They are secure despite the evil weapon of persectttion. Persecution is their appointed portion. If the world hated and persecuted their LORD it will surely hate His followers. All the godly
are sure to suffer more or less from a measure of persecution. The
more faithful we are the more shall we be persecuted. In some
measure, and in some degree, we shall suffer for CHRIST'S sake.
But the weapon of persecution shall not prosper. Even if it issues
in the martyrdom of the persecuted, it only means the entrance
into glory of the persecuted saints of GOD. In many cases, even in
this life, it does not secure the evil end in view. Look at the case
of those three young men in the Book of Daniel. True, they were
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<last into the burning fiery furnace, but a fourth Person was seen
to be with them, " walking in the midst of the fire," and they had
no hurt. Upon their" bodies the fire had no power, nor was an
hair of their head singed, neither were their coats changed, nor the
smell of fire had passed on them" (Dan. ni. 25, 27). The heating of
the fire seven times more than it was wont to be heated did not produce
the desired effect. This weapon of evil did not prosper. Take the
-ease of the Christians at Jerusalem, who, through persecution, wer.e
scattered abroad. The intention of the persecutors was to stamp
Qut the cause of the despised JESUS of Nazareth. But what happened? "They that were scattered abroad went everywhere
preaching the word."
The result was that a great work was done in Samaria through
Philip. The Ethiopian eunuch was brought into Gospel light and
liberty. Later, the great Gentile Church at Antioch was founded
{see Acts viii. 4-6, 27, etc. ; xi. 19-21). The weapon of persecution
can never prosper against the cause of GOD and His people.
2. GOD'S people are secure despite the ev-il weapon of conspiracy.
Herod, Pontius Pilate, the Gentiles and the people of Israel were
gathered together in a kind of conspiracy against JEHOVAH and
.against Hi.s anointed SON. But all they were able to do was to
effect whatsoever JEHOVAH'S hand and JEHOVAH'S counsel determined before to be done. Unintentionally they secured the fulfilment of GOD'S gracious purpose to redeem His people from the
merited curse of the law, by means of the atoning sacrifice of our
LORD JESUS CHRIST.
They took counsel together in a hellish conspiracy against the
anointed of GOD, intending to crush Him and His Cause, but they
imagined a vain thing. Instead of effecting their own vile purposes
they were unconsciously made the instruments of carrying out the
purposes of Him against "Thom they wickedly rebelled.
The brethren of Joseph conspired against him, and sold him for
twenty pieces of silver. They said, "We shall see what will
become of his dreams," and they did see. They eventually saw
that their cruel treatment issued in the exaltation of J oseph, and
in the fulfilment of those dreams which had increased their hatred
·of him. Daniel's case is another illustration of the same truth.
'The weapon of conspiracy caused him to be cast into the den of lions,
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but GOD sent His angel, and shut the lions' mouths, and Daniel was
Divinely preserved. ""Vhen, however, his conspirators were cast
into the same den, "the lions had the mastery of them, and brake
all their bones in pieces or ever they came at the bottom of the den."
More than forty men made a conspiracy against Paul. They determined that they would neither eat nor drink till they had killed
him. The LORD, however, by His providence forestalled them
and frustrated their wicked de.~ign (Acts xxiii. 12, etc.).
3. GOD'S people are secure, despite the evil weapon 0/ slander.
Slander was the evil weapon used by Potiphar's wife against Joseph.
It issued temporarily in his imprisonment, but that very imprisonment led to rus exaltation to the highest position in the kingdom,
next to the king.
Slander was used against Stephen, but heaven was opened, and
4e saw JESUS standing up to uphold him, and though he was stoned
to death, he was received up to glory. Slander was used against
our LORD JESUS CHRIST, but it only led to the fulfilment of the
Divine purpose of mercy and grace towards His people.
The devil is the great slanderer of GOD'S people, but they overcome him by the blood of the LAMB, and by the word of their testimony. Our LORD says, "Blessed are ye, when men shall revile
you, and persecute you, and say all manner 0/ evil CUjainst you /alsely,
for My sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your
reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets wruch were
before you" (Matt. v. 11, 12).
"Every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou
shalt condemn." There is no condemnation for GOD'S people.
They are dear to His heart, and He will vindicate their cause. He
may allow them to endure temporary suffering, but He will stand
by them, uphold, and keep them, and despite every weapon of evil,
He will bring them to glory. "This is the heritage of the servants
~the LORD, and their righteousness is of Me, saith the LORD."
"Though many foes beset your road,
And feeble is your arm,
Your life is hid with CHRIST in GOD,
Beyond the reach of harm."
(John Newton.);
WhitingtO'l~

VicarCUje, Stoke Ferry,
King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Hougl1ton).
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PERFECT PEACE.
" Thou wiU keep him in pe'rleet peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee:
because he trusteth in Thee."-IsAIAH xxvi. 3.
THE prophet Isaiah speaks much about peace. He foretells the
birth of One Who would be called" the Prince of Peace" (ix. 6).
He predicts the atoning work of Christ by which He would secure
the great blessing of peace for His people. " The chastisement of
our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes we are healed"
(liii. 5). In other words the punishment, which must be endured
ere our pe;1Ce with God could be secured, was endured by Him as
our holy Substitute, and hence" with His stripes we are healed."
The prophet also speaks of the Gospel of peace. " How beautiful
upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings,
that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that
publisheth salvation" (lii. 7).
The Gospel is the good news of "peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ," It is the publication or proclamation of peace
to Jew and Gentile. "Peace, peace to him that is far off, and tohim that is near, saith the Lord; and I will heal him" (lvii. 19'
compared with Ephes. ii. 17).
The prophet also speaks of that covenant of peace by which it
was Divinely arranged that the great blessing of peace with God
would be bestowed on the chosen objects of God's mercy. "Neithershall the Covenant of My peace be removed, saith the Lord that hath
mercy on thee" (liv. 10). We read also of that Divine teaching by
which all God's people would be broright into the enjoyment of peace.
" All thy children shall be taught of the Lord; and great shall be the
peace of thy children" (liv. 13 compared with John vi. 44, 45).
The text which we have placed at the head of these Wayside Notes
speaks of "perfect peace." Let us in dependence on the Spirit's
teaching and help think of the character, the source and the secret
of this peace.
I. First, think of the character 01 this peace.
1. There is the lJeace of mind which results from the assurance that
the sinner is delivered Irom the penalty which his sins deserve. Theconvinced and believing sinner is justified by faith in Christ's
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blood and righteousness. Though destitute of any righteousness
d hi.s own, the righteousness of Christ is imputed to him. On this
ground-the ground of Christ's righteousness imputed-the believing
sinner is delivered from condemnation. By the obedience unto
death of Christ he is treated and regarded as righteous. He is
redeemed from the curse, Christ having been made a curse for him.
He can therefore say, "Who shall lay anything to the charge of
Hod's elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died." Assured that there is now no
condemnation for him the believer has peace with God, and peace
-of mind in regard to the merited penalty of his sins. He no longer
fears" the wrath to come." He can say, "God hath not appointed
us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, Who
died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we shoulclliye together
with Him" (1 Thess. v. 9, 10).
How solemnly different is the case of the ungodly. "The wicked
.are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up
mire and dirt." They are disturbed in mind, restless and destitute
·of peace. As Dr. Gill says, "The hearts of wicked men, having
nothing but the mire and dirt of sin in them, cast out nothing else
but the froth and foam of their own shame, blasphemy against God
and malice against His people." Hence the awfully solemn words,
"There is no peace, saith my God, to the "icked " (Isa.lvii. 20, 21).
" The way of peace they know not" (Isa. lix. 8). Oh, the mercy of
having peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ!
2. There may be peace of mind in 1'egard to temptation. The
pardoned sinner has not done with temptation. He has to confront
.< the wiles of the devil."
He IS in danger of " the fiery darts of the
~vicked one." He has to wrestle with evil "principalities and
powers." The devil "as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking
whom he may devour." (1 Pet. v. 8.)
The believer needs to be strong in the Lorcl and to take unto him
the whole armour of God in view of satanic enmi.ty and. danger (see
Ephes. vi. 10-18). Then what terrible temptations sometimes
·come from the flesh which is still within us. The flesh or evil
nature is as bad and as corrupt as ever, and it always lusts against
the Spirit. A conflict is continually going on. Sometimes it is
.awfully fierce, and may rage for days, so much so that the believer
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may almost be driven to despair. See Romans vii. 18-25 for a
description of this conflict, and also Gallatians v. 17.
What dangers, too, are we exposed to from the world around us
and sometimes even from professing and real Christians. AIl
Christians have not the same perception of the evil to which we are
expof'ed. Some, through little knowledge of their Bibles, fail to see
the sin in many things which they allow, and they encourage others
to join them in that which is really evil. The Lord's true people
are in constant danger of cherishing and indulging in things which
are really evil. There is a frightful amount ot evil in the Churches.
vVorldly and. sensuous services, worldly ways of attracting the
crowds, worldly ways of securing good ends, and worldly methods
of getting money tor the Lord's work, abound. The Spirit-taught
child of God needs to be constantly on the watch lest he be drawn
into co-operation with evil principles and practices. The more we
bring Bible principles to bear on what is going on in the professing
Church, the more shall we be convinced of the awful and farreaching influence of the leaven of evil and corruption which
permeates Christendom. Thus the people of God are daily exposed
to temptation within and without, but even here they may by
Divine grace be kept in a measure of peace of mind. They are
assured that when they resist the devil he will flee from them. They
are bidden to walk in the Spirit and they shall not fulfil the lusts of
the flesh, and the victory that overcometh the world is faith in our
Covenant God. Then how blessed is the promise, "God is faithful, Who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able;
but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye
may be able to bear it" (1 Cor. x: 13).
With such an assurance we may go forward with a measure of
peace and restfulness of mind. "No weapon that is formed against
thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in
judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants
of the Lord, and their righteousness is of Me, saith the Lord"
(Isa. liv. 17).
3. There may be peace of mind in 1'egard to the wicked designs of
Satan and of men.
Our Lord plainly teaches that His people will be hated by the
world. "The world," he says, "hatetb you."
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Daniel's was a case of this kind. God had greatly honoured him,
and in His providence had placed him in the highest position in the
realm next to the king. This provoked the jealousy and hatred of
the hundred and twenty princes and of the two other presidents
over whom Daniel was placed. In the business of the kingdom they
could find "none occasion nor fault" against Daniel. They proceeded therefore to endeavour to bring about his downfall in
reference to the worship of his God. Craftily they got the king to
sign a decree declaring that" whosoever shall ask a petition of any
God or man for thirty days," save of the king, "he shall be cast
into the den of lions."
We do not know what passed through Daniel's mind when he
heard of this wicked design, but it would seem that with calmness
of mind and trust in his God, "he kneeled upon his knees three
times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did
aforetime." By Divine grace he seems to have been in a large
measure unperturbed and fearless. The Lord kept him in peace in
very large measure. We know the wonderful issue and how Daniel's.
God sent His angel and shut the lions' mouths (see Dan. vi).
A New Testament case is that of Paul. More than forty men
" bound themselves, under a curse, saying that they would neither
eat nor drink till they had killed Paul."
The very night before, however, "The Lord stood by him, and
said, Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of me in
Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Rome." This gracious
promise secured with absolute certainty the safety of Paul against
the wicked designs of his enemies, and, resting on that promise, Paul
seems to have enjoyed much peace of mind in relation to this conspiracy. In like manner whatever men or devils design against the
Lord's people they may be peacefully assured that God is on their
side, and that no harm can come to them unless Divinely permitted.
4. There may be peace of m~nd tn regard to lYusiness and domestic
worries.

The believer knows that even a " king's heart is the hand of the
Lord, as the rivers of water," and that" He turneth it whithersoever He will" (Prov. xxi. 1). This being so, the hearts of
employers and of fellow-workmen are under Divine control, and the
Lord can influence them for the comfort of His Own people. WIJen
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this is apprehended and believed, the child of God can often face
trials in business with a quiet mind. In like manner the Lord can
influence customers who wickedly fail to pay for goods bought,
and in one way or another He can and will supply all our family
needs according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus. "He that
spared not His Own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall
He not with Him also freely give us ALL THINGS 1 " (Rom. viii. 32.)
How much is comprehended in the words, "ALL THINGS 1 "
No real need is unsupplied to God's real people. Assured of this
promise, and in proportion as we are assured, peace of mind will
be our happy portion.
We dare not write flippantly on this topic. We know from
personal experience that fears and anxieties do take such firm and
overwhelming possession of our minds at times that it is not easy
to shake them off. Still it is true that such fears are due to want
of faith, and we need to pray that we may be able to say with truth,
" Behold, God is my salvation; I will tmst, and not be afrct1"d."
(Isa. xii. 2.)
5. There may be peace of mind in 1'egard to the certain fulfilment
of God's purposes of grace.

Deep concern often takes possession of the hearts of ministers
of the Gospel. We live in days when the old truths are increasingly
rejected. A truly faithful minister may often be discouraged
because of the irregularity with which some of his congregation
attend his ministry, or the proneness of some to run after some
popular preacher, or the general indifference on the part of the
majority. He earnestly prepares a rich repast wherewith to feed
the flock and finds a large number of empty pews in front of him.
He becomes depressed and downcast and disturbed in mind.
Doubtless, missionaries abroad must often be depressed and
disturbed as they see how idolatry, immorality, and spiritual death,
ignorance, and indifference abound.
Sunday school teachers may get depressed and disturbed in
mind at the seeming hopelessness of their testimony. But over
against all this are the promises of God's Word.
The Divine purpose cannot be frustrated by anything that
happens in our experience. "I have purposed it, I will also do
it" (Isa. xlvi. ll). God is visiting the Gentiles "to take out of
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them a people for His name" (Acts xv. 14), and nothing can hinder
the fulfilment of this Divine and gracious purpose. The Lord hath
said of His Word, "It shall not return unto Me void, but it shaD
accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing
whereto I sent it " (Isa. Iv. 11).
It L'l predicted of the great surety of the New Covenant that
" He shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied," not
disappointed (Isa. liii. 11), as some very unscripturally suggest.
Resting on these revealed promises and purposes there is no need for
anxiety of mind in regard to spiritual work. We should of course
take care that there is no slackness in us in prayer and work, and no
want of faithfulness in proclaiming the full Gospel of God's grace.
Then we can with comfort note the words, "Be ye steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as
ye know that your labour is not in vain in the L01'd" (1 Cor. xv. 58).
We may take comfort, too, from the solemn word<;-" For we
are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved,
and 1:n them that perish: to the one we are the savour of death unto
death; and to the other the savour of life unto life. And who is
sufficient for these things ~ " (2 Cor. ii. 15, 16).
n. Think now briefly of the source of this peace of m~nd.
The prophet says, " Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace." It is
J ehovah Who keeps His people in peace. He is "the God of
peace," the Author of all true and abiding peace. He Himself is
never ruffled or disturbed. He holds the reins of government in
His hands. Nothing can frustrate His purposes. He" worketh
all things after the counsel of His Own will." He alone can hush the
doubts and fears which rise in- our hearts. He it is Who maketh
the storm a calm. He says to the troubled waves, "Peace be
still."
All events being under His supreme control the believing child of
God may be enabled to be undisturbed by wars, famines, pestilence
and earthquakes. His Father is at the helm, and is doing according to His will in the armies of heaven, and among the inhabitants
of the earth. " See that ye be not troubled: for all these things
must come to pass" (Matt. xxiv. 6.).
It is Jehovah Himself Who controls our hearts, quells our fears,
comforts our souls, and produces calm and peace.
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Ill. Lastly, let us tMnk of the great characteristic of those who are
kept in perfect peace.
It is they whose minds are stayed on J ehovah, and who trust in
Him, whom He keeps in perfect peace. We cannot have peace of
mind if we are giving way to doubt and unbelief.
We need to pray that the Lord may increase our faith. "Whose
mind is stayed on Thee; because he trusteth in Thee," are words
which we do well to notice.
Trust in the Lord implies trust in His power. He in 'Whom we
trust can do all things. Nothing is too hard for Him. With Him
nothing is impossible. It follows that His power is fully equal to
all our emergencies. This, if fully realized, produces peace of mind.
Trust in Him implies trust in His love. Nothing can separate
us from His love. His love and affection for His people are abiding.
This, too, if fully realized, produces peace of mind.
Trust in Him implies trust in His wisdom. He can make no
mistakes. He can therefore deal with our case, whatever it is,
with unerring wisdom. This, too, produces peace of mind.
Trust in Him implies trust in His faithfulness.
" He abideth faithful." He is always reliable and always true.
This, too, helps to produce peace of mind. A man who trusts in the
Lord is one who "shall not be afraid of evil tidings: his heart is
fixed, trusting in the Lord." (Ps. cxii. 7.)
Even in the darkness we need to stay upon our God. " Who is
among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of His
servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no light·~ "
Such may be our experience, and what are we bidden to do under
such circumstances ~ "Let him -trust in the name of the Lord,
and stay upon his God" (Isa. l. 10). May we, dear believing
readers, be enabled to "stay upon the Lord, the Holy One of
Israel, in truth" (Isa. x. 20). May we be enabled to stay upon His
power, His love, His wisdom, His faithfulness. "Be careful for
nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace
of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and
minds through Christ Jesus" (Phil. iv. 6, 7).
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR

(Thomas Houghton).
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WELLSPRINGS.
" I will go before thee, and make the crooked pkwes straight: I will
break in pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sU'nder the bars of imn :
and I will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden 1'iches
of secret pkwes, that thou mayest know that I, the Lord, which call
thee by thy name, ct1n the God of Israel."-IsAIAH xlv. 2, 3.

IN a choice Motto Card sent me by an esteemed minister of the Gospel,
for the New Year, were the words, " Speak unto the children of Israel
that they go forward." And then the verse above quoted, and one
felt how the sender had been so wisely and Divinely guided in his
choice of encouraging texts for his favoured congregation. This card
was met by another from a beloved niece on which (very significantly
it seemed to the recipient) were the same words of Scripture and
followed by some uncommonly telling verses which we beg permission to copy.
"Thus saith the Lord . . . . I will go before thee:'
"Sometimes the burning flames are qnenched;
Sometimes with seven-fold heat they glow~;
Sometimes His Hand divides the waves,
Sometimes His billows overflow.
Sometimes He turns the sword aside;
Sometimes He lets the sharp blade smite;
Sometimes our foes are at our heels,
Sometimes He hides us from their sight.
We may not choose, nor would we dare,
The path in which our fe-et shall trea{;
Enough that He that path hath made,
And He Himself shall walk ahead.
The
Is
The
Is

danger that His love allows!
safer than our fear may know;
peril that His care permits,
our defence where'er we go.".*

And thus it comes about, dear reader, that my mind has been led,
?nd I trust by the Holy Spirit's guiding, into this channel of thought
and desire to meditate for a little while on the word somet'imes and its
teaching. Sometimes as setting forth the varied Providences and
dealings of the Lord with His people, and set over against them all,
however varied those dealings and ways with His saints, His yet
unvarying kindness, His changeless love, His immutable word of
promise, "Lo I am with you alway."
Let us look first into Cruden and refer to the six references therein
• Author not stated-Ambassador Greeting card Ko. 121.
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to our word. We find the Apostle Paul writing to his Ephesian
brethren the gracious declaration of the vast comparison of what they
were by nature, even" dead in trespasses and sins." "But now in
Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood
of Christ" (Ephes. ii. 13), and expressing the same truth in chapter
v. ," For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the
Lord: walk as children of light." And he brings home the same
truth to the Church at Colosse, "And you, that were sometime
alienated and enemies, in your mind by wicked works yet now hath
He reconciled" (Col. i. 21). In exhorting these same Christians to
mortify the deeds of the flesh and old man he says, " In the which ye
also walked sometime when ye lived in them" (Col. iii. 7). And recalling his own past life, he writes to Titus, his own son in the common
faith, " for we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient," etc.
(Titus iii. 3). The last reference to our word is in 1 Pet. iii. 20,
where we read of those in the days of Noah who" sometime were
disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited." Their
spirits, imprisoned by unbelief and hardness of heart, were preached
unto and warned of the pending wrath which was to fall upon a guilty
world by that solitary preacher of righteousness, Noah. So we gather
that all the references to our little word sometimes refer to man's sinful
state and God's great mercy in salvation blessings. His children
thus redeemed love to sing:
Hail! Sovreign Love, that first began
The scheme to rescue fallen man!
Hail! matchless, free eternal grace,
That gave my soul a Hiding Place."
Otherwise, beloved, you and I know that we all should have perished,
and deservedly so, in our sins, and remained for ever exiled from God.
Thus we turn to the other side of this " sometimes" and see what
a change has been wrought in the hearts of these sometime sirmer:;,
and what He does in His varied dealings with the children of grace
in their after walk. All is for their good, and He is always with them
in the fiery furnace, through the roaring tempest, and in every fierce
assault of the Evil One. And in their lowest moments there is some
conscionsness of hope in His presence and help which supports them
from sinking and giving up in despair.
,. For if sometimes our comforts fail
Before His Soneign will,
He never takes away our all.
Himself He leaves us still."
And oh! the matchless, unspeakable mercy! All these varied and
so tender and kind dealings of our God are with chief sinners, Jerusalem
sinners, those that were sometimes afar off, enemies by wicked works,
strangers to grace and to God, and Satan's slaves, but now in Christ
Jesus brought nigh and kept nigh. This was not because they had
anything in themselves to recommend them; nothing had they to
14
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offer nor bring with them; and such was their desperate case that
they were not even seeking, nor desiring Him, and knew not their
danger until breathed upon by the Holy Spirit, and made to know
their ruin and to cry for mercy and help. And such are these who
have been followed up, searched out by distinguishing grace, and
brought nigh by the precious blood, and made the objects of His
pardoning love and mercy. Washed, pardoned, reconciled and now
kept nigh, these redeemed sinners, translated from the kingdom of
darkness into the kingdom of His dear Son, are subjects of the unchangeable love of their King Jesus, Who is " the same yesterday and to-day
and for ever." And well do you know, beloved fellow-sinner, it is
not what you are but what He is to you, that is all your hope and
comfort. You have cause daily to cry out from the consciousness of
indwelling sin, " I am black." But your Heavenly Bridegroom knows
well, through His own vicarious sacrifice, what the precious blood
has done for you, and He replies, " Thou art all fair, my love; there is
no spot in thee." "A ransomed soul is very precious to the Saviour,
even when it appears most worthless in itself; and the truth remains
that Christ loves that soul when it is most tempted, assaulted, afflicted
.and mourning, and under the hiding of God's countenance," were
words spoken by a Gospel minister that were used of God to bring
John Bunyan out of a season of gloom and darkness into the sunshine
of God's revealed love. The sinner thus loved from all eternity, and
brought nigh in the appointed time, by the precious blood, and saved
in the Lord with an everlasting salvation, is engraved upon the palms
of His hands and ever before Him. Providences work for such sinners,
even when they know it not. Their steps are ordered by Israel's
heavenly Commander and Leader, and also their wilderness wanderings,
devious paths, and chequered experiences. Sometimes they are on
the march and sometimes under command to stand still. We learn
that sometimes the cloud abode, and Israel rested; sometimes the
cloud lifted, and Israel journeyed; sometimes they arrived at bitter
waters, and sometimes they enjoyed the rest of Elim's palms and
refreshing wells of waters. Always, however, they were brought
safely on and in the afterward- enabled to look back and adore the
wisdom and power of their God. Thus, beloved reader, the ups and
downs, hills and dales, rough seas and deep places and dark clouds
are all suggestive of the spiritual Israel's pilgrim days, and you and
I will never once be able to say, "He helped me at one time and
failed me at another." Whilst our God and Guide deals with us as
His heavenly wisdom deems wisest and best, yet He never leaves nor
forsakes us. Oh, the love of God, the changeless, everlasting love of
Jehovah-Jesus! And such love is displayed in the lives of all His
people. "I will go before thee." They are given to see how
wondrously He smoothed the rough places and levelled mountains of
difficulties, supported them in sorrow, cheered them by His Word,
and brought them on their way. Sometimes they felt Him near;
sometimes they perceived Him not; sometimes all was dark and dull
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and cheerless; and sometimes they felt the pressure of His hand and
heard His voice, " It is I, be not afraid." But faith learns at length,
and by a slow and painful and humbling process, that all these varied
experiences of ours make no difference to the unchangeable God of
our salvation. We, sometimes in the dark; He is light and ill Him
is no darkness at all. We, mourning that our love is cold and faint;
He is love in all its embodiment and changelessness. Thus, folded
up in our experience, is His abiding word" Alway." And the word
of our heavenly Guide Who will and does" go before" us is, " And
10, I am with you alway, even unto the end." "I will never leave
thee nor forsake thee." Thus
"Though sometimes unperceived by sense,
Faith sees Him always np-ar,
A guide, a glory, a defence;
Then what have you to fC3.r?
As surely as He overcame,
And triumphed once for you;
So surely you that love His Name
Shall triumph in Him too."

The Mighty Breaker has gone up before His people and passed on
at the head of them, and straightened their crooked places, and broken
in pieces the gates of brass, and" cut in sunder the bars of iron," and
each from the least to the greatest, the weakest or the strongest,
shall know Him as " the LORD ... the God of Israel."
R.
IMPUTED RIGHTEOUSNESS.

By

AN OLD DIVINE.

" THE fourth ground error of the Papists in the article of justification
is concerning that which we call the form thereof. For they denying
and deriding the imputation of Christ's righteousness (without which,
notwithstanding, no man can be saved) do hold that men are justified
by infusion, and not by imputation of righteousness; we, on the contrary, do hold, according to the Scriptures, that we are justified before
God, only by the imputation of Christ's righteousness, and not by
infusion. And our meaning, when we say that God imputeth Christ's
righteousness unto us, is nothing else but this: that He graciously
aecepteth for us, and in our behalf, the righteousness of Christ, that
is, both as to His obedience, which, in the days of His flesh, He performed for us; and passive, that is, His sufferings, which He sustained
for us, as if we had in our own persons both performed and suffered
the same ourselves. Howbeit, we confess that the Lord doth infuse
righteousness into the faithful; yet not as He justifieth, but as He
sanctifieth them."-(Bishop Downame on Justification, p. 261. Quoted
by Dr. C. Hodge in his Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans,
chapter iv. 4, 5.)
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,Stnnonf.i anll N ottf.i of ,Sermons.
CHRIST LIFTED UP.
A SERMON PREACHED IN CARLISLE CATHEDRAL, ON THE SUNDAY
AFTERNOON OF HIS PRIMARY ORDINATION OF CANDIDATES
FOR THE MINISTRY, BY THE LATE HON. AND RIGHT
REV. SAMUEL WALDEGRAVE, D.D., LORD
BISHOP OF CARLISLE.
" And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto Me.
This He said, signifying what death He should die."-JoHN xii.
32, 33.
" WHAT is the best way of dealing with the manifold classes of ungodly
men with whom I meet in the discharge of my duty ~ One is steeped
in sensuality; a second is eaten up by carking care; a third reposes
complacently on ritual observances; a fourth is puffed up with
intellectual pride. All, without exception, are lost sinners. It is my
office to bring them, as Andrew brought SimoD, if God so will, to
Christ; that they may be saved through Him for ever. But how
shall I grapple with the sottishness of the one, the worldly-mindedness,
the self-righteousness, the scepticism of the others ~ "
Such, my brethren, is the problem which will, from time to time,
occupy the musings of every honest and thoughtful preacher of ODd's
Holy Word.
Of that problem my text contains the inspired solution. "I"saith the Lord our rJ:aster-" I, if I be lifted up f1'om the earth, will
draw all men unto me."
Yes, let the mini ter preach Chri t amongst his people; let him
be determined to know nothing among them but Jesus Christ, and
Him crucified; then will the Lord the Spirit give such efficacy to
the Word, that it shall accomplish all the purposes of sovereign grace,
in spit.e of everyone of the many and various obstacles which shall
certainly be opposed to it by the corruption of man and the malice
of the devil.
_
For it is surely, my brethren, needless to prove that when Jesus
speaks of His being lifted up, He speaks not only of the actual cross
and passion which He was in His own person about to endure, but
also of that proclamation of the glorious work then, once for all,
achieved, which it is the duty of His ambassadors to perpetuate to
the end of time.
Nor will you require me to enlarge upon the assertion, so manifestly
proved by the antecedent story, that the word" all " is here equivalent
as in many other passages to " all manner of."
The text then being thus interpreted, Jesus is found to say. "I,
if I be lifted up, first upon the cross, and then in the preaching of
my ministers, will draw all manner of men unto me "-Jew and Greek,
Barbarian, Scythian, bond and free-" even as many as the Lord our
God shall call."
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But then, What is impMed in the lifting up of Ch1'ist?
This, my brethren, is the question which, this evening, I desire
to answer from the pages of that infallible volume which lies open
before me.
And, oh! may God the Holy Ghost give unto me-as to my Master
before me-" the tongue of the learned, that I should know how to
speak a word in season to him that is weary" (Isa. I. 4); and may
He give unto you "with meekness to receive the engrafted word,
which is able to save your souls" (James i. 21).
Scripture supplies four answers to my inquiry.
In the ,first place, the lifting up of Christ from the earth involved,
of necessity, the imputation of sin,
Need I explain that 'word "impute "~ It signifies to lay to the
charge of, to lay to the account of, to make answerable for. Now
was not sin imputed to the Lord Jesus Christ ~
Prophecy foretold as much. You remember the words of the Church
universal in the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah: "The Lord hath laid
on him" (or as the margin hath it, " The Lord hath made to meet
on him ") " the iniquity of us all " (Isa. liii. 6). Yes, from east, from
west, from north, from south, from all generations of mankind, from
all lands, from all ages, were brought together, were laid upon, were
imputed to Him, the sins, the iniquities, the transgressions of His
people.
And that which prophecy foretold, type foreshadowed. Oh, how
remarkable is that type which you have in the sixteenth chapter of
Leviticus, the high priest of Israel pressing with both his hands on
the head of the scapegoat: confessing over the head of that goat
all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions
in all their sins (Lcv. xvi. 21).
My brethren, all this was most fully accomplished when Christ
was lifted up on the cross. For you read in the second chapter of
the first Epistle of St. Peter, " Who His own self bare our sins in His
own body on the tree" (1 Pet. ii. 24).
Therefore must he that would be a faithful minister tell of " imputed
sin." How wonderful is that last verse of the fifth chapter of the second
Epistle to the Corinthians, which, as you may learn from the preceding
context, is the ground of all our public ministrations: "He hath made
Him to be sin for us, Who knew no sin; that we might be made the
righteousness of God in Him." Look at the beginning of the verse" He hath made Him to be sin for us Who knew no sin." Here is
the sinless One made sin by the imputation to Him of the trespasses
of them whose Surety He was.
Is there anyone here to-night-and who can tell whether there
may not be such an one ~-who is crying from the depths of his
wounded spirit, "Mine iniquities have gone over mine head; as an
heavy burden they are too heavy for me " ~ (Ps. xxxviii. 4.) My poor
brother, my poor sister, hearken to Jesus as He lay under that very
burden which at this moment presses thee, the burden of thy guilt

20-1

The Gospel Magazine

imputed: "Innumerable evils have compassed me about: mine
iniquities have taken hold upon me, so that I am not able to look
up; they are more than the hairs of my head: therefore my heart
faileth me" (Ps. xl. 12): for these doubtless are the words of the
:Messiah himself.
But, secondly, the lifting up of Christ from the earth involved, of
necessity, vicarious suffering.
My brethren, I would have the humblest, I would have the most
unlettered in this congregation, understand and hold fast that word
"vicarious." What does it mean ~ It means that which is done,
that which is endured, by one in the place of another.
Christ's sufferings on Calvary and at Gethsemane were vicarious.
Prophecy had foretold this. In the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, a
verse, going before that which I just quoted, hath these words: "He
was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities:
the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes
we are healed" (Isa. liii. 5). And again we read, " For the transgression of NIy people was He stricken" (Isa. liii. 8). Observe, He was
stricken, He was chastised. But why stricken ~ Why chastised ~
" For the transgressions of My people was He stricken."
And type foreshadowed the same. Look once more at that wonderful
type in the sixteenth chapter of Leviticus. There are two goats there,
the live goat, on the head of which the High Priest's hands were laid,
and over which were confessed the iniquities, the transgressions, the
sins of Israel; the other goat offered up as a sin offering. What
does it there ~ It completes the type. It teaches of suffering, of
vicarious suffering, for sin. For mark, it is said in the fifteenth
verse, "The goat of the sin-offering, that is f01' the people" (Lev.
xvi. 9, 15).
My brethren, when Christ was lifted up on the cross all this was
accomplished. "Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for
the unjust, that He might bring us to God" (1 Pet. iii. 18): the just
in the place of, in the stead of the unjust; the just, vicariously, for
the unjust.
Therefore must he that would rightly divide the Word of truth
tell of vicarious suffering. Oh! let it not, even for a single moment,
be said that the sufferings of Christ were so mysterious, so inexplicable,
that we may not dwell upon their penal, their vicarious nature; that
to record the simple fact of His suffering was enough. No. Let it
be declared fully, boldly, that" in due time Christ died for the ungodly"
(Rom. v. 6), " the just for the unjust."
Again, I cannot forget that there may be some one here who, with
a broken and a contrite heart, joined in the confession which we have
just been uttering together, "We have erred, and strayed from thy
ways like lost sheep." How he felt that word" lost"! Oh, how it
seemed to open out his whole condition! How it brought to his
mind the worm that dieth not, the fire that is not quenched. What
shall I tell him ~ Be of good comfort. Hearken to that excellent,
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that comfortable word of the Good Shepherd, " The Good Shepherd
giveth His life for the sheep" (John x. 11).
But let us hasten on. Thirdly, in the lifting up of Christ from the
earth was accomplished, by necessary consequence of the imputation
of sin and the infliction of vicarious suffering, the forgiveness of sins.
o brethren, remember what forgiveness means.
It means, jf I may speak so plainly, not "forgiving" only, but
" forgetting" also. It means, so dealing with sin, so pardoning sin,
so putting away sin, that it shall be remembered no more.
Did not prophecy foretell this, with regard to the lifting up of the
Lord Jesus? Listen to the forty-fourth chapter of Isaiah: "I have
blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy
sins: return unto Me; for I have redeemed thee" (Isa. xliv. 22).
And then look at the marvellous type which prefigured the same
glorious truth. What became of the scapegoat? The scapegoat was
laden with the iniquity, with the transgressions, with the sin of Israel;
and, being laden with those iniquities, those transgressions, those sins,
the scapegoat was sent away, by the hand of a fit man, into the
wilderness (Lev. xvi. 21, 22). Its burden could never be found again,
but was utterly lost.
Now, my brethren, what was this to foreshadow? It was to foreshadow that which came to pass in the day of the lifting up of the
Lord Jesus Christ; it was to foreshadow that which came to pass
when He blotted out the handwriting of ordinances that was against
us, when He took it out of the way, nailing it to His cross (Col. ii. 14).
Have you, my brethren, noticed that remarkable gradation by
which it pleases God to fasten this truth upon our minds, to root it
deeply in our hearts? We have the putting away of sin, we have the
remission of sin, pictured forth in one place as the casting of sin behind
the back: "Thou hast in love to my soul delivered it from the pit
of corruption: for Thou hast cast all my sins behind Thy back"
(Isa. xxxviii. 17). But I may turn round, and gather up that which
is behind my back. Wherefore, in another place, in the last chapter
of Micah, you will find: "He will have compassion upon us; He
will subdue our iniquities; and thon wilt cast all their sins into the
depths of the sea" (lVIicah vii. 19). But it is possible that that which
has been cast into the depths of the sea may be recovered. We may
go down to the depths of the sea and bring it up again. Wherefore
turn to the one hundred and third Psalm: "As far as the east is
from the west, so far hath He removed our transgressions from us "
(Psa. ciii. 12). "As far as the east is from the west." Can they ever
come together-can east and west ever meet? No, never! "Their
sins and their iniquities will I remember no more" (Heb. viii. 12).
If then, you would preach Christ crucified, you must proclaim
that glorious doctrine which first brought peace to the soul of the great
Reformer, the doctrine of the Remission of Sins.
You· remember that remarkable passage in his story. Racked
with the tortures of conscience, wasting away, dying, utterly unable
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to remove the burden of guilt from his soul, he was tossing from side
to side on his pallet, when one who had, even in those dark days of
Popery, discovered the truth as it is in Jesus, approached his bedside
with words like these: "Brother Martin, thou hast fo~otten an
Article of the Creed." "What Article?" '" I believe in t.he forgiveness,' , I believe in the remission of sins;' I believe that by His one
sacrifice, once made, Christ hath so put away sin that it shall be
remembered no more." The Holy Spirit applied the Word with
power. Martin Luther believed it, was justified by faith, had peace
with God through Jesus Christ our Lord.
He then, that would preach Christ crucified, must ever proclaim
the forgiveness of sins. "Through this Man is preached unto you
the forgiveness of sins: and by Him all that believe are justified from
all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of MoseR "
(Acts xiii. 38, 39). And so again, " Once in the end of the world hath
He appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself" (Heb. ix. 26).
Observe, for a moment, that word" once." Manv times in the Mosaic
dispensation were sacrifices offered. And why ~ Many times \H're
they offered, because God would bear testimony to this truth, that
without the shedding of blood there is no remis ion. He would bear
testimony to this further truth, that it is not possible that " the
blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins" (Heb. x. 4).
Notice again, that it is written, "Once in the end of the world" (that
is, at the close of the Mosaic dispensation) the Lamb of God appeared,
came forth from the highest heavens, to take away the sin of the
world. A.nd did He put away sin? Most assuredly He did; for it
was not until He had been lifted up from the earth, and by being
lifted up had" purged our sins," that He "sat down 011 the right
hand of the Majesty on high" (Heb. i. 3).
Is not my message, is not our message, my brethren. rightly called
" glad tidings"? For is it not glad tidings to tell the debtor, who is
trembling lest at any moment the creditor should ca t him into
prison, of One Who, by paying the uttermost farthing on his behalf,
has cancelled the debt, and obtained for him" frank forgivenc.·s " ?
But yet once again, in the fou1·th place, the lifting up of Christ
from the earth involves the 1'edemption of sinners.
My brethren, have you ever noticed the fulness of the meaning of
that word "redeemed"? We teach the children in our Sundayschools that "redeem" means "to buy back." And so it does.
But that is, after all, but a scanty exposition of the term. Would
I know what" redeemed" means? I must turn to the twenty-fifth
chapter of Leviticus. And what shall I find there? I shall find
there mention made of a debtor, whose debts have accumulated upon
him until he hath been unable to pay. That man has sold himself,
according to the provisions of the Mosaic Law, into bond-service. He
has not only done this, but he has also sold his inheritance-his cottage,
his field, his vineyard, the home of his fathers. Who was the redeemer?
The redeemer was the brother, the uncle, the uncle';; son, or anv nigh
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'Of kin to him. What was his duty? It was his right, his duty, to
come fOl'ward to pay the price. Then, when the price was paidunwilling though the purchaser might be-the bondman mu-t be set
free, the inheritance must be restored. Now sce the fulfilment of this
type in the Gospel economy. For what purpose was it that Christ
came from heaven ?-for what purpose was it that He came down
to earth ?-for what purpose was it that (in the words of that magnificent Creed which we repeat every Sabbath morning) He was" incarnate
by the Holy Ghost, of the Virgin Mary "? It was in order that He
might become my kinsman, my brother. "Forasmuch then as the
children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself likewise
took part of the same" (Heb. ii. 14). And why did He become my
brothcr, bonc of my bone, flesh of my flesh, a man like me, sin only
cxcepted? It was that He might be qualified to act the Redeemer's
part! that He might be qualified to do the Redeemer's work! And
"what was the history of His whole life upon the earth? The history
,of His whole life upon the earth was the discharging of the Redeemer's
functions. For what was that work which we have been dwelling
upon 1 What was the bearing of sin, the suffering of punishment,
the putting away of guilt? It was the cancelling of a debt-the paying
of it, even to the uttermost farthing. And then, what was tha thirtythree years' life? What was that obedience infinitely meritorious?
It was the providing of a price adequate to the purchase of an inheritance, incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away. Now, my
brftlrren, until we realize all this-until we realize the kinsmanship
of the Lord Jesus Clrrist to His people-until we realize the liquidation
of the debt, the recovery of the inheritance, we cannot enter into the
mcaning of the words, "Christ hath redeemed us from the CUl'se of
the law, being made a curse for us" (Gal. iii. 13).
Once more then, if I would preach Christ crucified, I must tell of a
finished redemption. I must tell that, in the language of the ninth
chapter of Hebrews, " Clrrist being come an High Priest of good things
to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with
hands, that is to say, not of this building; neither by the blood of
goats and calves, but by His own blood He entered in once into the
holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us" (Heb. ix. 11,12).
These, then, my brethren, are the vital truths implied in the lifting
up of Christ from the earth, the imputation of sin, the il1flicti<YJ1. of
puni.shment, the 1'ernission of sins, the 1'edemption of sinners. And he
alone makes fit proof of his ministry who exhibits them in his preaching, in all the majesty of their unrivalled glory, as the object of a
simple faith. "As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,
even so must the Son of man be lifted up: that whosoever believeth
in Him should not perish, but have eternal life" (John iii. 14, 15).
Mark well the parallel. The serpent was lifted up: but what is it
that brought life, and health, and cure? Was it probing the wounds?
Was it applying unguents to the sores? No, it was the simple look.
The eye fixed upon that symbol received life, and health, and cure.
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A.nd what is it that brings life, and health, and cure to the perishin/!
sinner ~ "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved"
(Acts xvi. 31). And what is belief? Is it a complex act, in which
sacraments play their ])art, in which prayers play their part ~ a
complex act in which feelings, experience, have their share? No,
trust, simple trust on the Word of Him Who cannot lie. "God hath
spoken "-herc is faith well illustrated-" God hath spoken in His
holiness; I will rejoice" (Ps. Ix. 6). Why rejoice? Because" God
is not a man, that He should lie; neither the son of man, that He
should repent: hath He said, and shall He not do it ~ or hath He
spoken, and shall He not make it good? " (Num. xxiii. 19).
If I would set forth Christ evidently crucified among my people,
I may preach more than this, but I cannot preach less.
I may, I ought to preach more. I may, with Scripture for my
guide, trace the stream of Divine love upward to its source in the
councils of eternity. I may, for it is my duty, as my flock can bear
it, make known how the Father covenanted with the Son for the
salvation of the people of His choice: ho\\' the Son undertook the
Surety's, the Redeemer's .part: how it is the Holy Spirit's office, in
due time, to make the redeemed people willing in the day of His
power: how, in every other respect, for that people's greatest good,
the Covenant ,,,as in all things well-ordered and sure.
I may and I ought to preach more. I may, with the same Scripture
as my guide, follow the same river of God downwards, until, when
the world is no more, the redeemed attain their "perfect consummation and bliss, both in body and soul," in His eternal and glorious
kingdom. I may show that those whom He calls He justifies, and
those whom He justifies He glorifies.
All these things will be so many further manifestations of the love
of Jesus, so many others of the many crowns which His Church
delights to see Him wear. All these will be used by the Spirit to
draw His people to Jesus. And herein, as one who for sixteen happy
years rejoiced in the work of the pastor of a flock, over whom to this
day my heart affectionately yearns, "We speak that we do know,
and testify that we have seen ~, (JOM iii. 11).
But I may not preach less if I would have all men drawn unto Jesus.
No other preaching will do.
Preach an resthetic Christ! Work upon the natural sympathies of
your audience! Picture forth the purple robe, the crown of thorns,
the smiting reed, the piercing nails, the nakedness, the cold, the thirst,
the buffeting, the spitting, the plucking of the hair, you may; but
if yOll leave out the complete, the everlasting atonement once made,
and now received freely and fully by everyone that believeth,
i.f that bc not the one prominent subject of all your ministrations,
you shall labour in vain and spend your strength for naught. You
will beget sentimentalists; you will win adherents, "religi.ous" in
the strictly etymological sense of the term; but you will not save
souls.

The Gospel Magazine

209

How much more if yielding to that strong reactionary current of
opinion which i now sweeping through society, you venture to gainsay
and to rationalize, until you have explained away the atonement
altogether! It you forget that the incarnation was but, as I have
endeavoured to show you, a necessary step to the atonement; if you
dwell exclusively upon the incarnation; if you suffer the atonement
to be thrown into the backgTound; if you dwell upon the perfect
example instead of the effectual sacrifice of the Lord Jesus, what will
be the result ~ 0 sirs, I know what must be the result. The result
will be that the people will be pleased. Wrapped up iu their own
self-conceit, they will be delighted to find, under your instruction, that
man is not so bad as he was thought to be, that he is not lost, that
he need·' no Saviour. But what shall the end be ~ The discovery
that your smooth things are deceits, the everlasting shipwreck of their
souls.
And now to conclude. My brethren, St. Paul ever asked for the
prayers of his people. Saints at Rome, at Corinth, at Ephesus, at
Colosse and Thessalonica alike, were entreated to pray for him, that
utterance might be given him, that he might open his mouth boldly,
to speak the mystery of the Gospel, that therein he might speak boldly
as he ought to speak. Can I then be wrong if I entreat your prayers
to-night on behalf of those my younger brethren, whose ordination has
this day brought us together. Yes! verily, pray for them, that they
lllay have singleness of eye and strength of faith.
Pray that they may have singleness of eye. "Singleness of eye,"
for observe my text: "And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will
draw all men unto rne." What then should be their object ~ That
men should be drawn to themselves, or through them by Jesus to
himself ~ Oh, pray that all we who minister in holy things may have
that nobleness of spirit which John Baptist had when he said, " He
must increase, but I must decrease" (John iii. 30).
But again I say, pray that they may have st1'ength of faith.
Listen to the text once more. "And I, if I be lifted up from the
earth, will draw all men unto Me." ·Whose work is it, then, to draw ~
"Mine," saith the Lord. Need they then to accommodate their
doctrine, need they to adopt rhetorical artifice, need they to keep
back any part of the counsel of God, need they act as if it all depended
on themselves ~ No. They have but to lift up Christ. "I, if I be
lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto Me." "They shall
come with weeping, and with supplications will I lead them" (Jer.
xxxi. 9), I, the Lord. Oh, may the Lord give to us whom He hath put
iJl trust with His Gospel great confidence in His promise, " For as the
rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not
thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud,
that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: so shall
My word be that goeth forth out of My mouth: it shall not return
unto Me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall
prosper in the thing whereto I sent it" (Isa. Iv. 10, 11).
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THE

TRIUMPH

OF

SPURGEON.

A REPLY TO DR. T. R. GLOVER'S ARTICLE ENTITLED
NONCONFORMITY, OLD AND NEW: THE DEFEAT OF SPURGE01\",
IN The Times OF MARCH 11TH, 1932.
By REV. H. TYDEMAN CHILVERS.
DELIVERED FROM SPURGEON'S PULPIT ON THE MORNING OF
SUNDAY, MARCH 13TH, 1932.
THROUGHOUT England, Scotland and Wales many thousand of men
and women upon reading in last Friday's issue of The Times (March
11th, 1932) an article which was, presumably, written upon" Nonconformity Old and New," were amazed, astonished and righteously
indignant to find its headline, "The Defeat of Spurgeon." It was
written by a Dr. T. R. Glover who, we understand, is " a Fellow of
St. John's College, Cambridge, and University lecturer in Ancient
History." He is also a member of thc Baptist Union Council and in
1924 was President of the Union. We mention these facts because
very few seem to know who he is and are wondering what manner
of man this is that has arisen to declare in his own name the defeat
of Spurgeon, who is known the wide world over. This writer goes
out of his way in an outrageous manner, violating the ethic of Christian
courtesy and disdaining all canons of gentlemanliness to speak of Mr.
Spurgeon's physique and describes him as one to whom" nature lUtd
given a squat, ugly extel'ior," but had "mooe amends by adding a
marvellous voice and the supreme gift of omtory." Not satisfied with
tills he describes the preacher as "an untmined man vJ"itlwut the
discipline of ordered study but one wlw read enormously a,nd remembered."
He also speaks of Spurgeon as a Calvinist who can bc linked with
Catholics who are able to live in the deepest sense of God's loye, while
thinking they hold tenets which others found incompatible with the
central belief. It is very evident that Mr. Spurgeon did not hold
what Dr. Glover considers" the central belief." He spoke of Spurgeoll
as one preferring " the homage" of his great congregation and "the
wule of admirers to challenge of independent minds."
Why is it that Dr. Glover, of Cambridge, thus presumes t{) speak
of a servant of God, who in a brief life was used to the salya ion and
uplift of multitudes beyond, perhaps, that of any other since Apostolic
days 1 God gave Spurgeon a great soul, and if it was encased in what
Glover calls an "ugly exterim'" it held the sacred treasure of the
Gospel which he so powerfully preached with that wonderful voice,
and the power was seen to be of God and not of a fascinating imposing
exterior of which some, jealous of Spurgcon's success, make a boast.
Spurgeon was a man of God, and he kept to his work, and as he prosecuted what he was sure was heaven's purpose for him, not caring what
people thought but coveting his Divine Master's approval, he, we
submit, influenced high and low, rich and poor, trained and untrained,
and came into t{)uch with some of the greatest intellects of his day
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who listened to what he had to say. Spurgeon as a Calvinistic
evangelical thoughtful preacher and expositor carried the day for the
Evangel, establi hed for hi tiIl1.e the reli..'6i..Q\J..~ tb..Q\J..'6b..t 'O.~~Q~\\.\.w~, ,,\)
the Bible, and whenever the cloven foot of error in the garb of a boasted
intellectualism or in whatsoever form approached him, it was glad
to escape overcome and defeated before the mighty Sword of Truth
that he wielded, and not until Spurgeon's voice was silenced in death
did the challengers have any real courage to voice themselves, as Dr.
Glover has now done.
SPURGEON'S INSTITUTIONS.

This writer also speaks in a most disparaging way of the honoured
and revered Spurgeon as " a large hearted C1"eatu1'e who maintainffi Ctn
orphanage and (in a 1·a.ther amateur way) trained young men for the
Baptist -ministry." Before speaking of these institutions let me in a
word refer to the slur of Glover in speaking of Spurgeon as " untmined
and without orde'red study." This is not true, it is utterly false. An
obituary notice in the Church Times was as follows :" A greater mistake cannot be made than that which thinks or
speaks of Mr. Spurgeon as an uneducated man. He was the master
of an English style which many a scholar might envy and which was
admirably fitted for his purpose. The style could only have been
acquired by great pains and by the constant study of the best literary
models which it recalls."
Such a testimony from a paper like the Clnwch Times, to one who
championed baptism by immersion against the error of baptismal
regeneration, is worth something. Spurgeon's was a trained mind:
he studied the Hebrew and Greek text constantly, spoke French
fiuentlyand used Latin frequently, read at least six of the hardest
books every week and was acquainted with all the challenging thought
of his day. Dr. William Wright, the late editorial superintendent of
the British and Foreign Bible Society, who lived quite near Spurgeon,
was amazed at his erudition, and says that he had opportunities of
testing his thoroughness but never once found him at fault. Is Dr.
Glover the acme of "disciplined, ordered study"? A very cultured
Oxford graduate said to me the other day, " I always have to read
Glover's sentences over several times and then can hardly get his
meaning." That could never be said of the" untmined" Spurgeon.
What about the Orphanage ~ Nearly 5000 children, representing
13 denominations of religion, have passed through the homes, and
to-day there are over 400 fatherless boys and girls from all sections
of the Church of Christ being homed in comfort and happiness. Yes,
Spurgeon did" maintain an orphanage," or, as he would say, "the
Father of the fatherless cared for the children." This" untrained,"
" human creature" instituted these Homes; he accepted the challenge
of the need of fatherless boys and girls, and won. Let Dr. Glover
come and visit the Homes and I, as President, would gladly conduct
him over the buildings.

212

The Gospel M agazi-ne

~What about thc Collcge ~
This "amatew" institution, which
to-day is the largest Baptist College in the United Kingdom, with
45 students ~ Since 1856, ""hen it was established, over 1340 ministers
and missionaries have been trained therein. Fully degreed univer ity
men have been among the principals, tutors and professors. What
of the Rev. A. McCaig, B.A., LL.D., the Principal Emeritus, and the
present Principal, P. W. Evans, B.A., B.D., and Profe::;sor Gaussen,
~I.A., LL.B., men who possess these degrees, not by patronizing
institutions in America, but by sheer hard work in universitie' ~
Dr. Glover speaks of the Down-Grade Movement as to suggest most
shamefully that Satan and gout in Spurgeon " launched" it, and then
he says some things that give an untrue and wrong impression. Dr.
Glover, strangely enough, prides himself in his closing sentences as
being a historian, and yet in regard to the main point in the DownGrade Controversy he is utterly wrong in his statements. He asserts
that Mr. Spurgeon withdrew from the Union after the vote of censure
had been passed. Actually, .i\h. Spurgeon withdrew three months
before the resolution was passed by the Council of the Union. This
is vouched for both by Dr. Fullerton and Sir James Marchant in their
biographies of Spurgeon and Clifford. So much for the accuracy of
,he historian. Moreover, the ultimate issue was that the Union, a
tew months later, adopted a "declaration of faith" which actually
met Spurgeon's requirements. So that in this sense his protest was
really triumphant and Spurgeon was not defeated!

A

GREAT DISHONOUR.

"Vc also consider that a great dishonour is done to many faithful
men and true who have passed through this Alllw Mater. A very
small proportion of the men dropped out when Spurgeon revised the
Doctrinal Basis of the College Conference-less than 10 per cent of
the total-and that basis remains to-day. In subsequent years eight
sons of the College have been called to the Presidency of the Bapti t
Union, only one of whom left the Conference at the Down-Grade
Controversy. Nearly 400 men trained in this ., wnateu't·" College
a.re on the accredited list of Baptist Ministers in the United Kingdom,
comprising one-fifth of the whole list. Our College has given to the
Baptist Missionary Society many of its ablest missionaries and Dr.
Fullerton, one of its best Secretaries. Mr. Seymour Price, of the
Baptist Property Board, has recently borne testimony to the worth
of lir. Spurgeon's work. He said, and only last week: ., Spurgeon's
name is enshrined in bricks and mortar throughout London and Home
Counties. We are sure that not far short of 200 Churches within
50 miles of the Tabernacle owed their inception more or less to him."
It is the Truth, the doctrines of Grace, the whole Bible, as Mr.
Spurgeon upheld, loved and preached them, and which, to him, were
dearer than all else beside, that Dr. Glover does Dot like, and as he is
constantly finding that the theory of the modernist which he represents
gets nowhere, he raises Spurgeon from the dead that he may stab him.
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In contrast to the pirit of Dr. Glover, Archibald Brown, when he saw
the many letters that had been written against his friend Spurgeon
at the time of the Down-Grade Controversy said to him, " What will
you do, your reputation is at stake?" "Brown," he replied, "I
don't care what becomes of me, but what I am concerned about is the
honour of my Lord and His truth."
In this article Dr. Glover says he wishes that ministers would leave
the Old Testament alone and preach from the New Testament. Is
that the best thing he has to say to ministers? If Mr. Spurgeon were
here and Dr. Glover said anything like that, Spurgeon would wither
him up in five minutes.
At last Dr. Glover has come out into the open and canllot now be
llumbered with Evangelicals. It was well he should show his true
colours, and that he has a perfect right to do, and also a right to his
own beliefs, but he has no right to say untrue and ungentlemanly
things against one so avowedly a great and gracious man ill the
religious and theological world. For the sake of God's honour and
truth, as the Minister of Spurgeon's Tabernacle, and that for twelve
years, we dare still to avow ourselves the foJlowers not of Spurgeon
but of the Truth that made him what he was, and at all costs we will
maintain the fundamental traditions of Spurgeonism because they
express fidelity to the Old and New Testament Scriptures and the
Evangel of Sovereign and Saving Grace.
It is utterly false to speak of "the defeat of Spurgeon." By his
ministry he won men to God till the day of his death. He held aloft
the banner of the Evangel, and it caught the breezes of the Celestial
Spirit and was a great rallying point for evangelicals all his life. Mr.
Spurgeon was not defeated, neither have been the truths for which
he stood; they have not yet been overcome by univcrsity intellectualism, or by rationalistic modern thought.. The challengen; of
Spurgeon and his presentation of truth, and their successors, have not
won the day, and never will. The Banner of Evangelism remains
unfurled and floats imperially before the breezes of heaven, and bears
the inscription of
VICTORY THROUGH THE LAMB.

SERMONETTE.
THE HOLY GHOST.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, ~I.A., B.D.
" The Comfm·ter, which is the Holy Ghost."-John xiv. 26.
" GHOST" is the old English word for Spirit, and many think it would
have been better if the words "Holy Spirit" had been uniformly
substituted in the R.V. of the New Testament for" Holy Ghost,"
as suggested by the American revisers.
The Lord Jesus, when the time drew nigh for His departure out
of this world unto the Father (John xiii. 1), gave His beloved disciples
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the promise of the Holy Spirit, a promise which was fulfilled on theDay of Pentecost, ten days after His ascension into heaven. The
Lord spake of Him under the titles of " The Comforter" (four times),
and" The Spirit of Truth" (three times).
The Greek word translated" Comforter," in the fourteenth, fifteenth
and sixteenth chapters of John, is found in one other place only in
the New Testament, viz., in 1 John ii. 1, where it is translated
"Advocate," and is applied to the Lord Jesus Christ, and means
One present to help, as is a legal advocate in a Court of Justice. Thus
we (the children of God) have one Helper, Advocate or Comforter
with the Father, the Lord Jesus Christ, and another Helper, Advocate,
or Comforter with us, the Holy Spirit. And here we are reminded of
the apostle's words: "The Spirit also helpeth our infirmities; for we
know not what we should pray for as we ought" (Rom. viii. 26).
The Lord Jesus also spake of the Holy Spirit as "The Spirit of
Truth," and promised the apostles that He should teach them all
things, and bring all things to their remembrance whatsoever He had
sa.id unto them (John xiv. 26); and that He should testify of Him
(John xv. 26).
Three times the Lord speaks of the Holy Spirit as " The Spirit of
Truth," and declared, "When He, the Spirit of Truth, is come, He will
guide you into all truth; for He shall not speak of Himself; but
whatsoever He shall hear, that He shall speak; and He will show
you thingD to come. He shall glorify Me; for He shall receive of
mine, and shall show it unto you" (John xvi. 13-14),
The Holy Scriptures, therefore, inspired by the Holy Spirit, are
absolute and infallible tmth; as we read in 2 Tim. iii. 16, " All Scripture
is given by inspiration of God." Proceeding from the Spirit of Truth,
they must be truth itself. And what is revealed of the future is not
the forecast of fallible men, but things reyealed by the Holy Spirit,
for, saith the Lord, "He will show you things to come."
Through the instrumentality of these Scriptures, the Church, the
Body of Christ, is called, instructed, edified, comforted, exhorted and
sanctified, by the same Spirit, Who testifies to every member of Christ
Jesus, and glorifies Him in the heart experience of each.
.. '1'0 God the Spirit we
With Scripture do ascribe,
A person in the sacred '1'hree,
Distinct from all beside.
He wills, and speaks, and acts,
For God and sinfnl men;
And writes within us Gospel facts
With an immortal pen.
'fo Him all
And here
Who brings
In bright

things are known;
His Godhead shines,
the truth from Jesns' throne.
celestial lines."
-Thomas Row, 1817.
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OPENED EYES.
How tenderly the God of salvation, the God of all grace, full of love
and provision for every need, supplies His beloved redeemed ones
with comfort and relief. Believer," let not your heart be troubled,
neither let it be afraid," for" He makes your cause His own." Amongst
many loving assurances and comforting words one of the most sweet
and heart-reaching is, "He that toucheth you toucheth the apple of
His eye" (Zech. ii. 6). The eye is so extremely sensitive, the appleof the eye is especially the most acutely sensitive part of the eye.
Yet the touch of His hand healed and " immediately their eyes received·
sight." No wonder that the next words are, "And they followed
Him." Sweet to have the touch of Jesus on the eyes, and sweet it
is that the opened eyes' first sight was to see Him. One imagines
that henceforth their eyes" saw no man save Jesus only."
Oh 1 the first sight when the awakened sinner sees by faith Redemption's story. With the sight" all my soul is satisfied," and the seein~
eyes are full of praise, full of delight unspeakable.
" Oh! for this love let rocks and hills
Thei,' lasting silence break,
Aud all harmonious human tongues
Their Saviour's praises speak,"
The blessed man at the pool of Siloam, was plied with many questions,
how he had been healed, how he had received his sight. "What sayest
thou of Him that He hath opened thine eyes?" "What did He ?
How opened He thine eyes?" His final answer to all was, "One
thing I know that whereas I was blind, now I see." Again, he was
besieged with arguments and eventually cast out from amongst them.
But Jesus heard and Jesus found, and Jesus talked with him. Oh!
how gracious He is to the newly born sinner. And the newly believing
seeing man said, " Lord, I believe, and he worshipped Him."
Reader, recall the joy when thine eyes first saw the Lord; when
the Holy Spirit dealt with thee, opened thine eyes, and thine heart;
when thou wast drawn to thy Lord; when He taught thee and enabled
thee to see from His own Word, that" There is no condemnation to
them which are in Christ Jesus"; to them who are united by faith
as members to Him their Head, and thereby have become partakers of
His righteousness. There is now, while they are fighting against their
corruptions, "no condemnation." "There is therefore now no condemnation." For though they are still warring against the flesh,
still battling with sin, battling against sin, yet the Lord God has promised
a full and free pardon; because He has imputed sin, all thy sin to the
Son of His love, Who bore it all in His own body upon the tree. And,
blessed assurance, there is now no separation. "Who can be against
us ?" "How shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?
Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect? Who is he that
condemneth? Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? I am
persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities,
15
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nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor
depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord."
When He has given the dear soul of His love and choice the sight,
the apprehension, the joy of this blessed substitution, and sealed it
with His Spirit, and by Him he has become full of the comfort of it,
Satan still tempts, sin still struggles for the mastery, but in Ohrist
he is more than conqueror and the glimpses he has given to him even
here cheer his lot. By and by the fulness of joy and glory will burst
upon his sight when being in Christ he is also with Christ in glory.
Be of good cheer, the morning cometh. No condemnation, no
separation, but fulness of joy for evermore.
Cl

All unseen the master walketh
By the toiling servant's side;
Comfortable words He speaketh,
While His hands uphold and guide.
Grief, nor pain, nor any sorrow;
Bends thy heart, to Him unknownl;
He to-day, and He to-morrow,
Gra.ce sufficient gives His own,"

Let us be of good courage. "Let not your heart be troubled,
neither let it be afraid." No condemnation! no separation. "One
in Christ, in Christ for ever."
NETTlE.
"THE HOPE OF THE WORLD."
(FROM The English Ohurchman, JAN. 21sT.)
SOMEONE has been good enough to send us a pamphlet entitled, " The
Kingdom, the Hope of the World," written by a Judge Rutherford of
America, from which we gather that the Judge is of the Russellite
persuasion and is anxious to increase the already large circulation of
nine books which he has written, and which he declares to constitute
" The Message of the Kingdom." A perusal of the pamphlet to which
we have referred does not, however, fill us with a desire to know more
of JUdge Rutherford's teaching. It appears that the Second Coming
of our Lord, to which we are looking forward, really took place in 1914,
that" Christ Jesus has returned and God has placed Him upon His
throne and He has begun His reign," for" in 1914 the Lord Jesus came
the second time and in 1918 began to gather together His faithful
followers" ! In strange contradiction to the Scripture assurance that
" every eye shall see Him," the pamphlet asserts that" no human eye
can ever see the glorified Lord Jesus Christ, for the reason that He is a
spirit and human eyes cannot see a spirit." We have quoted enough
to put our readers en their guard against the teaching which the
pamphlet represents. The real " Message of the Kingdom" has been
written once for all in the Book of books a.nd we do well to be content
therewith.
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OF PALESTINE.

" LETTERS TO PHARAOH" FOUND.

a

IN statement to a Press representative on the contemporary evidence
of the arrival of the children of Israel in Palestine, Sir Charles Marston
referred to recent reports which he had received from archreological
expeditions in Palestine, Egypt, and Iraq.
Sir Charles said that urgent letters written on clay tablets had been
found at Tel el Amarna in Egypt. They were from the governors
of the cities of Palestine, imploring their suzerain, the Pharaoh of
Egypt, to send soldiers and chariots to defend the country against
an army of invading warriors, who were called "Habiru." The
nearness of the date of these letters to the date given by Professor
John Garstang, director of the Marston Archreological Expedition, for
the destruction of Jericho by Joshua, was so close that it seemed hard
to believe that these invaders could be other than the Israelites.
Tablets on which the name Habiru appeared had been found in
Babylonia, and Professor Stephen Langdon, leader of the Oxford-Field
Museum Expedition, working at Kish, had definitely identified the
Habiru with the Hebrews. It must not be forgotten, however, that
there were other Hebrews besides the Israelites, and that these tablets
might not necessarily refer to them. At Jericho itself intensive search
was being made for such tablets.
There was, however, a great deal of other evidence, particularly
from pottery and scarabs, which had enabled Professor Garstang to
decide that Jericho was sacked in 1407 B.C. "This date is interesting,"
continued Sir Charles, "because we know that the Pharaoh. of the
Exodus was Amenhotep 11., and, according to the dating of Sir Flinders
Petrie, he came to the throne in 1447 B.C., which just agrees with the
forty years' wandering in the desert. In the reign of Amenhotep III
Israel entered Palestine victorious. He came to the throne in 1413
B.C., and was succeeded by Akhenaten, the heretic, in 1377 B.C.
This king appears to have been far too busy building his great city
and founding a new religion to trouble about urgent letters from
Palestine. These tablets, however, -were found in Tel el Amarna, so
that they may have been sent to Akhenaten or else to his predecessor,
Amenhotep Ill, and taken to the new city when the capital was moved
from Thebes.
" If it was Amenhotep, then the Bible dates agree exactly. If it
was to Akhenaten that the appeals were made, there is a discrepancy
of only thirty years. What we should like to find at Jericho, however,
is the one link needed to complete the chain of evidence-a tablet
recording the answer from the Pharaoh to these appeals."-The Tinws,
March 31st, 1932.
" IN burning the New Testament they did none other thing than I
looked for; no more shall they do if they burn me also, if it be God's
will it shall be so."- William Tyndale.
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EVERY MAN IN HIS OWN ORDER.
MORE than once, when I have been feeling as if the government of
CI.rist's Church was on my shoulders-as if its welfare depended on
my prayers and groans and efforts and longsufferings-this text has
comforted me: "He that wrought effectually in Peter to the apostleship of the circumcision, the same was mighty in me towards the
Gentiles" (Gal. ii. 8). When I have thought of this, I have found
rest in Him unto Whom all power is given in heaven and earth: I
have believed in the communion of saints, and in the fellowship in
the Gospel with the Lord's family. To them He divides severally
and as He will. He has before ordained, and has commanded the
office and the burden of everyone inside His vineyard, and "the
prayers of the saints" are alike, under the smoke of the incense, when
they ascend to God. Elijah prayed and was heard, but with him,
though we knew it not until the Lord comforted him with the secret,
he had thousands at the footstool of the God of Israel. But it was
God Himself Who sent the fire, Who sent the rain. He only could
work to purpose. Christ said to those who knew most of Him, " Without Me ye can do nothing"; "Tarry at Jerusalem until ye be endued
with power from on high." Much may be attempted or produced:
nothing can be Divinely effectual until then. But if God work, who
can hinder it 1 When the work of God ceased in the days of Ezra,
others such as Zerubbabel, Haggai and Jeshua were all in the neighbom·hood mourning the desolation of the holy place, but when the
set day dawned, the Lord's message came to the Lord's meesenger, and
nothing hindered then. Zerubbabel began and finished, because God
wrought with them and for them.
It is to be remarked how graciously the apostle compares his labours
with those of his brother Peter. He says (by the direction of the
Spirit of truth) that the power which wrought effectually in Peter,
was mighty in himself. As if he saw no shortcoming at all in Peter's
doings; as if the Jews to whom Peter was sent, had the choicest gift
of heaven; by him, the Lord wrought effectually. But with himself,
born out of due time, not meet to be called an apostle, less than the
least of all saints, as for himself, it was a mighty act of God that the
Gentiles should profit through his instrumentality. When he saw
what God had wrought, and at the same time thought of his own
disqualifications, he could but wonder at the mercy and the power
of the Almighty Who could do such marvels with such an agent.
" I :laboured," he said, "more abundantly than they all." But the
burden of it would have been too heavy for him to bear. It was not
himself, it was Christ. And the servant of Christ, strong in his weakness, cast all his care back upon the omnipotent arm which brought
Israel out of Egypt, and upon the love that "sounds aloud from
Calvary."
There is a sweet picture drawn for us in Matthew viii. 14, 15. Peter's
mother-in-law was ill with a fever, and they told the Lord. He came,
touched her hand and the fever left her; then she arose and ministered
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unto them. She could do nothing while she was in a fever, nothing
until the Lord had quieted her heart. But He healed her, and she
returned to her place to minister, it may be with more of the gentleness
of Christ than she knew before He touched her. Perhaps her dear
son-in-law thought of this when he wrote as the servant of Jesus
Christ to them that had obtained like precious faith with himself, and
exhorted them to grow in grace and in the knowledge of the Lord.
It was the dearest theme of his life, but not his only, for the Lord had
enriched him with "a beloved brother Paul," who according to the
grace given to him wrote to them of the same Jesus. He had touched
not their hands alone, but their hearts, and they ministered to the
family of God.
FOLLOWER-OK.
SALVATION

BY

CHRIST
(By

OR

BY

SACRAMENTS.

THE EDITOR.)

may be briefly defined as that deliverance which consists
in the remission of all sin, and deliverance from its merited penalty.
Of this salvation, Christ is the Author. "He became the Author
of eternal salvation unto all them that obey Him." Being now
" justified by His blood," His believing people are" saved from wrath
through Him." They have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace. The blood which
He shed at His death was shed for many for the remission of their sins.
The wages of sin is death, but He died for our sins, "according to the
Scriptures." He redeemed His people from the curse of the law, being
made a curse for them. No one can condemn them, seeing that Christ
died in their stead. He gave His life a ransom instead of them. He
was wounded for their transgressions and with His stripes they are
healed, or saved. Because of His obedience unto death they are not
appointed unto wrath, but to obtain salvation by Him. "Neither is
there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved." In harmony
with this great truth our Articles declare that" Holy Scripture doth
set out unto us only the name of Jesus Christ, whereby men must be
saved."
Into the enjoyment of this salvation sinners are brought through
the sanctifying operations of the Holy Spirit. It is revealed in the
Scriptures which are able to make us wise unto salvation through
faith which is in Christ Jesus. It is proclaimed in the Gospel which
is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth. It is
the work of God. It is He " Who hath saved us, and called us with a
holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His Own
purpose and grace which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world
began." It is wholly by grace. "By grace are ye saved, through
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God." All human
merit is excluded. "Not of works, lest any man should boast."
This great, unspeakable and eternal blessing is appropriated by God-
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given faith. The awakened and quickened sinner who cries out,
" What must I do to be saved ~ " is answered by the words, " Believe
on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved."
A very different doctrine is taught by the Orthodox Church, a
Church with which bishops and Anglo-Catholics wish us to unite.
One of the writers of the Orthodox Church says, " The means by which
we appropriate the redemption won for us by our Lord Jesus Christ
is Divine Grace, which has its source in the Church and is transmitteil
to 1tS through the Sacraments." Again he says, "The Sacraments are
those holy services instituted by our Lord Jesus Christ by which
through outward and visible signs the invisible divine grace is conveyed
to the faithful for their regeneration, justification and sanctification."
"The grace transmitted through the sacraments is necessary for
salvation." (The Orthodox Church, pp. 153, 156, 157.) According
to this teaching, regeneration, justification and sanctification are
through the sacraments, and apart from the sacraments there is no
salvation. But even the sacraments are "null and void" unless
administered "by a Bishop or priest canonically ordained." "The
Sacrament . . . is valid only on the condition that it should be
administered by a person who has received the necessary authority
from the Church." The sacraments administered by Nonconformist
ministers are, therefore, null and void, and saving grace is not transmitted to the members of Nonconformist Churches. This is the view
of the Orthodox Church. A footnote, however, says, "A layman
can baptize only when a priest is not available." This, however, is
no comfort to a Nonconformist, seeing that Anglo-Catholic priests
abound all over the country. "Baptism is the door through which
one enters into the Church. Therefore it is the sine qua n011 for everyone who wishes to be a true member of the Church." "All the
faithful, including infants, must receive the Holy Eucharist. Such
a practice derives from the Words of our Lord, 'Except ye eat the
flesh of the Son of Man, and drink His blood, you have no life in you:
Consequently infants, too, must not be deprived of life." (The
Orthodox Church, pp. 158, 160.) According to the teaching of the
Orthodox Church, therefore, salvation is by sacraments, by sacraments
you enter the Church, by sacraments you are regenerated, justified
and sanctified. Apart from the sacrament of the Lord's Supper, even
infants are excluded from eternal life. Moreover, all sacraments are
normally "null and void" unless administered by an episcopally
ordained minister. Shall we unite with a Church which holds such
doctrines ~ God forbid!
" WE are told that at his coronation (Edward VIth's) the three swords
of State were borne before him. But he asked where the 'fourth
sword' was. 'What sword, your Majesty ~' said one of the attendants; and he solemnly answered, 'The sword of the Spirit, which
is the Word of God.' "-The Rev. F. J. Hamilton, D.D.
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MINISTER'S LAMENTATION.

POPHAM IN

The Gospel Standard

FOR JANUARY.

A lament with regard to the nation. God has in the past wonderfully
honoured Great Britain. Great men and great ministers have been
given to us, and large numbers of God-fearing, praying people. These
in times of danger have had power with the Lord of hosts and prevailed,
and found Him to be a Man of war, "glorious in holiness, fearful
in praises, doing wonders" (Exod. xv.). Great sermons were preached
to Parliament; wonderful conferences for the glory of God in the
Westminster Assembly of divines; a line of "painful" ministers.
In national dangers there were days of humiliation and prayer called,
followed by answers in deliverances. We were first among the
nations, the leader; founder of an Empire resulting in the welfare
of the peoples forming it. Thus have we been. What have been
our returns? The answer must be that we have deeply revolted
from God. In His most holy and wise providence, God has nourished
and brought up our nation, and we have rebelled against Him; and
we have become more brutish than the ox and the ass (Isa. i. 2, 3).
Why should we be stricken more and more? Because we will revolt
more and more. Modernism is trampling under foot the fountain
of life and knowledge that it is not good for the soul to lack, the
divinely-inspired Bible. The result is an increase of profanity, the
opening of theatres and cinemas on the Lord's day, the widespread
use of the motor car on that day for pleasure, corruption in the
commercial world to a fearful extent. And what is our present
position? Blindness in our leaders. Religious blindness. Romanism
in the National Church, and Modernism to a large extent. Modernism
in an unblushing degree in the Nonconformist bodies. "We cannot
get the world into the Churches; we must go to the world," was said
some years ago by a leading minister. And truly they have gone to
the world. Women preachers, contrary to the Scriptures, solo singing
after a service, or rather, as part of a service, billiard tables, dances
in Church halls, plays in Churches, all in the name, and under the
guise of, religion. Political blindness; reckless spending till we are
suddenly told we are on the verge of national bankruptcy. Thus we
have in Divine judgment and punishment become the borrower instead
of the lender. And when our perilous condition is made known,
what do we hear? Our leaders tell us they are determined that
England shall stand 1 There is no national acknowledgment of God,
no confession of sin, no call for a day of prayer by those in authority.
Deep is our humiliation! Truly our pride has gone before our fall !
How much lower we are to be brought, the Judge of all the earth
alone knows fully; and He will do justly. But, judging by the press,
our pride is not broken; we do not seek unto God as David did when
in a great strait; as Asa, when a host of a thousand thousand and
three hundred iron chariots came against him; and as Jehoshaphat
(1 Chron. xxi.; 2 Chron. xiv., xx.). Mercies came to Israel in answer
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to prayer on those memorable occasions. But if our pride continue,
and false religion flourish in our midst, we may justly expect God
to say to us, " Can thine heart endure, or can thine hands be' strong,
in the days that I shall deal with thee? I the Lord have spoken it"
(Ezek. xxii. 14). One
.. Secret way is left us still,"
as Hart says in another case,
"To do them good aga.inst their will "
-to take them to the Lord, humbly confessing our own sins and
the sins of the nation. We may, perhaps, derive encouragement from
the recent wonderful election. It was not preceded by any responsible
acknowledgment of sin; it was an answer to the prayer of comparatively few. May mercy be given to the Lord's people in the land
to obey the inspired exhortation in 1 Timothy ii. 1-2. A lengthening
out of our tranquility might follow. It will, however, only be a
lengthening out of it. Nothing will avoid the terrible Armageddon.
When that is being fought, well may the lamentation be taken up:
"Woe, woe, woe to the inhabiters of the earth! "

PRAYING FOR AN ORANGE.
A MISSIONARY named Mr. Burton, labouring in Africa, relates the
following touching incident illustrating the precious promise, " Before
they call, I will answer; and while they are yet speaking, I will hear"
(Isa. lxv. 24). The missionary's wife was very ill with fever, and he
says, " We put the tent in the shade of a tree, got a little cot-bed fixed
up, and there she lay, unable to get comfort or ease, with the temperature rising higher and higher. After a while the natives came to say
that service was ready. Numbers had congregated and were waiting
for me to preach to them. My wife said to me, " Oh, William, do you
think I might pray for an orange?" I said, "Hetty, I would do
anything to get it to you, but I do not see how we can get any, for the
nearest orange trees are twenty-one days' journey, over at Dan
Crawford's." I went out to preach. It is hard enough to suffer
fever, but when you see a loved one sufler it is much harder. I do not
know what sort of a sermon I preached, my heart was back in the tent,
but when I got back tears filled my eyes. There beside the bed was
a box of beautiful oranges. Twenty-one days before, :Mr. Crawford
and his wife had been gathering the oranges from the trees, and as
they gathered them, they said, " Wouldn't it be nice to send a basket
of these to the Burtons?" They called their native helper and gave
him the oranges, and told him to give them to nobody else but the
Burtons. He came along and found my wife almost delirious with
fever, crying to God for oranges. Oh, how many similar stories I could
tell of the faithfulness of God! "-(Biography of "Dan Crawford,"
p. 439.)
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THE VANITY OF EARTHLY WEALTH.
The Morning Post of March 15th last announced that Mr. George
Eastman, the multimillionaire founder and head of the EastmanKodak interests throughout the world, had shot himself dead on the
previous day in his house in New York.
He left a note saying that his work was done. He was aged 77,
and had been SUffering from ill-health for several years.
He is believed to have left a fortune exceeding £20,000,000, and he
is reported to have given more than £15,000,000 to various philanthropic objects.
He invented the Kodak Camera in 1880.
He started his business career as an insurance clerk at three dollars
.a week.
Here is a man who, beginning life with a small salary, amassed
.an immense fortune, and yet in spite of being the possessor of,so great
an amount of earthly wealth he was evidently not happy, and so
ended his life by his own hand.
How we all need to remember that "A man's life (happiness)
'consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth"
'(Luke xii. 15). What need there is to "take heed and beware of
-covetousness," and of setting the heart's affections on worldly wealth,
honours, and pleasures. These give no real happiness. Blessed and
happy are they only who are" rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom
which He hath promised to them that love Him" (James ii. 5).' We
need to trust, not in uncertain riches, " but in the living God, Who
giveth us richly all things to enjoy" (1 Tim. vi. 17).
Even the Lord's Own people are in danger of thinking too much
<>f earthly wealth. "Happy is he that 13th the God of Jacob for
his help, whose hope is in the Lord hiE God." He and he alone is the
truly happy man. (See Ps. cxlvi. 5).

THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL l\fAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund :£ s. d.
£ s. d.
Marsh, 11'11'. J. W.
100
"A Pilgrim," per Miss
040
L. Ormiston ..
1 0 0 Pizey, Mr. J. H.
040
Butcher, Mrs. M. A . 1 0 0 Simmonds, Miss R.
110
Farrington, Mr. F. P . 0 5 0 Smith, Mr. and Mrs.
032
0 5 0 Stewart, Mr. A.
Green, Mrs. K.

" HE is a God, pardoning iniquity freely, fully, eternally, and will
east all your sins into the depths of the sea. He delights in mercy."John Ben·idge.
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"PHEBE

foUts' page.

OUR SISTER."

SUPPOSING you were writing a letter to a friend, whom you 'hoped
soon to visit, you would very likely send kind messages to any friends
known to you both, living in the same place. You may have noticed
that in most of the epistles written by the Apostle Paul, he sent
greetings to the Christians whom he knew to be living amongst the
people to whom he was writing. Quite a long list of such names
occurs in the la.st chapter of his Epistle to the Romans. It is a most
interesting list. In it we read, "Salute Andronicus and Junia, my
kinsmen and my fellow-prisoners, who also were in Christ before me."
So you see that two of his relatives had been converted before him,
and had also shared imprisonment with him. Another relative is
also mentioned named Herodion.
Several women, whom the apostle knew at Rome, are mentioned
in the list, a.mong them being PriscilIa, Mary, Tryphena, Tryphosa,
Persis, the mother of Rufns, Julia, and the sister of Nereus. But
before sending salutations to his dear friends in Rome, Paul writes
of a lady na.med Phebe, who had been engaged in the Lord's work at
Cenchrea, the port of Corinth. She was evidently going to Rome, and
the apostle asked his Christia.n friends at Rome "to receive her in
the Lord," and " assist her in whatsoever business she hath need of
you." We can imagine how gladly the friends at Rome would carry
out his wishes, and show all possible kindness to the one whom he
commended to their care.
You will see that in Romans xvi. 1, 2 this godly woman is referred
to as " Phebe our sister, which is a servant of the Church which is at
Cenchrea . . . she hath been a succourer of many, and of myself
also." So she is spoken of as (1) Sister, (2) Servant, and (3) Succourer.
Let us think of her under these three beautiful titles.
1. Sister. All the Lord's people are "sons and daughters of the
Lord Almighty." They are members of His family. They" are all
the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus" (Gal. iii. 26), and Phebe
was amongst the number. She had been convinced by the Holy
Spirit of her ruined condition, and had been led to put her trust in the
blood and righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ for her soul's salvation; thus showing that she was born of God, born into the Lord's
family. She knew that her Heavenly Father would watch over His
child, guarding and guiding her day by day, and that He would at
last bring her to His heavenly kingdom. In this epistle the apostle
had written, "Whom He justified, them He also glorified." What
an unspeakable mercy it is, if you, my dear young readers, know that
you are the children of God!
2. Servant. Having been bought with a price, Phebe no doubt realized
that she was" saved to serve," and the way opened for her to become
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servant to the Christians at Cenchrea. The Lord Jesus said to His
disciples, " I am among you as He that serveth," and the Apostle Paul
tells all believers that they" serve the Lord Christ." We can serve
Him in the most simple and trivial duties, doing all our work, of whatever kind, "as to the Lord."
3. SUCCQUrer. Phebe might, however, have been a servant of the
Church, without this title (succourer) applying to her. She must have
been much valued by the Christians at Cenehrea. for her loving help
so freely given where it was needed. And what a privilege it was
for her to have been able to help the apostle himself. Let us think
of her as sister, servant, and succourer, and seek by God's grace to
be useful to all around.
E. A. H.

etotttspOnbenCf.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-A distributor \vrites: "I am so very grateful to you
for the splendid parcel of tracts, books and magazines sent by
you to me. Thank you so much. They are delightful for distribution,
as I am so often short of good sound literature. I have had real
blessing in Barracks. Three men just departed for India who were
recently saved, and two others departed on the same ship from my
Bible Class, grand men of God. I am longing to know of their witness
while on board ship." A soldier happened to get hold of one of our
books (Comfort and Vision, by Rev. F. W. Davis), and opening it at
page 47 his eye lighted on the words, " The devil just laughs at youI have got him occupied with his sin instead of Christ." Like a flash
he saw that was what he was doing, and was able to look at Christ.
In a little while he saw that it was Christ Who has put away sin and
he is now rejoicing in Him, His work, and His love. Fresh help is
needed in the work in these very difficult times.
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown,
Yours sincerely,
Bristol, April, 1932.
R. E. BRIDER.

" GOD is the Creator of the wicked, but not of their wickedness; He is
the Author of their being, but not the infuser of their sin."-Jerom
Zanchius.
" SEE the use of pleading in prayer. Let dogs keep under the master's
table, expecting crumbs. The woman, being humbled and brought
to Christ's feet, is sent home not with crumbs, but two whole loaves,
one for herself, and another for her daughter. The daughter cured,
the mother converted."-John Berridge.
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In :ft\emortam.
THE

REV.

HENRY }VgRTIN,

B.A.

IT is our painful duty to chronicle the death of our dear friend, Henry
Martin, late Rector of Oulton, near Lowestoft. In August of last
year, we were greatly shocked to hear of his serious illness, an illness
from which there was no hope, humanly speaking, of recovery. We
at once wrote to him a letter of tender Christian sympathy: and we
subjoin his touching reply.
" HURSTWOOD,
" TAMWORTH ROAD,
" OULTON BROAD,

" August 21st, 1931.
"My DEAR FRIEND,
" Your letter was a great cheer. Many thanks for it.
" Here I am, having entirely lost the use of my legs, and having
to sit where I am put, and be wheeled about. But my life is full of
blessings and all of grace. We are having such wonderful love and
sympathy shown by all our dear people that our hearts are full of
praise.
" I am learning to live by the day. There may be a measure of
improvement, or the Lord may call soon. Any way I rejoice.
"Much Christian love to you all,
"HENRY MARTIN."

We were told by one of his brothers that he was quite cheerful,
and his letter shows how he was supported by Divine grace.
The end came on March 8th last, and he is no'" "With Christ,
which is far better."
Quite in a providential way, when he was "\ icar of Holy Trinity,
Derby, we were brought together. While on a holiday he heard of
us from the then Vicar of TriIningham (the late Rev. W. Tatlock), near
Cromer. This was in the autumn of 1897. He was wanting a curate,
and he at once wrote to us. We were aware of his need, and at last
we seemed shut up to writing to him. Our letters crossed. A visit
was paid to Derby, and a sermon preached at a week-night service,
and it was arranged we should join him as his curate. He spoke about
us to his uncle, the late Rev. J. C. Martin, the excellent Incumbent
of the Circus Church, Southsea, with the result that we were invited
to speak at one of his annual tea-meetings the day before we repaired
to Derby. This we felt to be a great privilege. For about thirteen
months we laboured in happy fellowship with our departed friend,
and then, through his voluntarily mentioning our name, we left him
to become the minister of Kensington Episcopal Chapel, Bath. This
led to our coming into close contact with our late highly esteemed
friend, the Rev. James OrIniston, Rector of St. Mary-le-port, Bristol,
and Editor of this magazine. That same year (1899) Mr. Ormiston
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invited us to speak and preach at the Clifton Conference and we had
the privilege of addressing that Conference for fourteen years in
succession. Then when in 1916 Mr. Ormiston was called Home we
had the privilege of succeeding him in the work of this Magazine.
It is remarkable to notice the various links in the chain of God's
providence. In January, 1895, Mr. Martin's portrait appeared in the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE. We re-print the account of him then given.
" THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. HENRY MARTIN,
"VICAR OF HOLY TRINITY, DERBY.
" The subject of this Portrait was born November 27th, 1861, and is
the eldest son of Mr. J. MARTIN, J.P., of Littleport, Cambridge.
He was favoured with godly parents, who made him the subject of
much prayer, and whose influence in his early years left a marked
impression. At eight years of age he remembers being anxious about
his soul, and this was followed by greater desires, after hearing a
sermon by the late Mr. ABRAHAMS, of Regent Street Chapel. But
these impressions seemed to fade as he left home for school; and it
was not until he was settled at Bedford, whither his father had placed
him for the purpose of studying engineering, that the desire after true
godliness was nurtured and cherished by the ministry and influence of
the Rev. H. KEMPSON, Vicar of St. Cuthbert's, under whose ministry
he was greatly blessed and was led to see the importance of knowing
for himself his standing in Christ. Mter some months' anxious seeking,
he was granted a full assurance of salvation, and saw how his sins were
put by and he was made accepted in the Beloved, in and through the
merits of his dear Redeemer. Now came the desire to glorify the
Lord who had done so much for him, and to
"tell to sinners round
What a dear Saviour he had found."

He commenced with a class in the Sunday School, which he conducted
as long as he remained in Bedford. After qualifying as an engineer,
Mr. MARTIN took up work in South America, in 1883. And, oh, how
wondrously does the Lord work for His dear people! Here He had
gone before him and provided Christian English friends, with whom
he enjoyed happy communion and labour in the Lord's cause, chiefly
connected with the South American Missionary Society and the British
and Foreign Bible Society; and a friendship formed with a devoted
servant of the latter Society was, under God, instrumental in saving
his life, for when laid low with an attack of malarial fever just then
prevalent, he could not have survived it, humanly speaking, but for
the devoted nursing and attention of Mr. HENRIKSEN, to whom he
ever felt a debt of gratitude. He returned to England in 1885, and
was then finally led to give up engineering and enter the ministry of
the Church of England. He was much encouraged in the preparation
for this solemn calling, and his God seemed evidently to smile on all
efforts. Three years from the time that he entered Corpus Christi
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College, Cambridge (October, 1886), he graduated, and was ordained
in September, 1889, to the Circus Church, Landport, to be a fellowhelper to his beloved uncle, the Rev. J. C. MARTIN, who has laboured
so long and successfully at that favoured corner of the vineyard.
" During his residence for theological training at Ridley Hall, he owes
much, under God, to the godly influence and faithful ministry of the
Rev. H. C. G. MouLE, whose sympathy and interest after the spiritual
welfare of the students is so well known. It was during one of his
college vacations that Mr. MARTIN and a fellow-student devoted their
time and talents in a desire to visit their fellow-creatures in the
villages and hamlets of a neighbouring county, and to carry to them
the glad tidings of salvation. An interesting account of this journey
in caravan was given in Old Jonathan, during the Editorship of the
late dear Dr. DOUDNEY; and staying here and there, these
devoted young men would be found reading, singing, preaching,
praying, and distributing tracts and sound literature amongst the poor
inhabitants of these places. Any of our readers who still have their
volume of Old Jonathan for 1888 will be interested to turn to it and
re-read the account of Mr. MARTIN'S mission tour. In 1891 Mr.
MARTIN was married to Miss FRA 'CES GRIFFITHS, second daughter of
the Rev. A. GRIFFITHS, J.P., Rector of Llanelly, Breconshire, who
gladly joins him in all his work, and is a devoted home missionary.
" Much to the regret of Mr. MARTIN'S many friends at Landport,
but at the same time, it must be said, to the satisfaction of many
of the late Rev. F. HOARE'S congregation, he received the appointment to Trinity Church, Derby, in 1893, where with all his energy
and zeal he is desiring to continue in the lines of his faithful
predecessor, who laboured for so many years to contend for the faith
once delivered unto the saints."
There was a good congregation at Trinity Church, Derby, where
Mr. Martin ministered until the year 1901. A considerable number
of the members were well taught in the doctrines of grace, doubtless
as a result of the previous Vicar's teaching (the Rev. Francis Hoare).
They were able at once to notice the difference if any preacher of
Arminian tendencies happened on any occasion to occupy the pulpit.
In 1901 Mr. Martin became Vicar of Crookes, Sheffield, and in 1916
he became Rector of Oulton, near Lowestoft. Here he continued to
minister until his illness in 1931 when he resigned.
His first wife died at Oulton, and subsequently Mr. Martin married
again. Our tender sympathy goes out to his sorrowing widow and
to his grown-up children.
MISS FRANCIS L. KNOX.
ON March 3rd last, Miss F. L. Knox, of The Cottage, Edith Weston,
Oakham, Rutland, was called to her heavenly Home. We had not
the privilege of knowing her personally, but in October, 1930, we
received a letter from her saying, " Will you please send me four copies
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of this month's GOSPEL MAGAZINE 1 It is so good I want to circulate
it." That issue of the MAGAZINE contained two articles criticizing
the recent Lambeth Conference. We presume that Miss Knox was
a regular reader of the MAGAZINE.
i\'liss Knox was a sister of Bishop Knox who for many years was
Bishop of Manchester, and who did so much to bring about the
rejection of the revised Prayer Book.
A writer in the English Ohurchman says of Miss Knox, "Her own
testimony was beautiful: 'I cannot tell you how good, how very
good, God has been and is to me, and how happy and peaceful I am.
All His promises are true. All His ways are ways of pleasantness.
All His paths are peace. I can and do rejoice in His goodness.'''
Our tender sympathy goes out to Bishop Knox, her aged brother.

JJtou~tant

POPISH

ilhaco1l.

SUPERSTITION.

The following appeared in The Morning Post on Monday, March
28th :AN EASTER " MIRACLE."
SCENES IN AN ITALIAN CATHEDRAL.
(F1'O'In Our Own OOT1·espO'l~dent.)
Rome, March 27th.
THE "Osservatore iRomano " fPublishes an account of remarkable
scenes witnessed in the cathedral of Andria, near Bari, on Good Friday,
where a multitude of over 60,000 people gathered in the hope of
witnessing a miracle.
Among the relics of the cathedral is a thorn, believed to be from the
Crown of Thorns and it is a local tradition that when Good Friday
coincides with Lady Day dark stains on this thorn become scarlet
and humid, changing into real blood.
Vigil began at seven o'clock in the morning of Good Friday in a
snowswept town. By midday the cathedral was packed to suffocation.
The "Osservatore Romano" states that at 12.45 the whole thorn
was placed in an urn on the altar table by the local bishop in presence
of witnesses including civic authorities and medical men. Prayers
and hymns continued with continuous fervour inside and outside the
building. At 1.30 the stain is said to have changed colour, and amid
growing excitement the phenomenon was "perceptible" at three
o'clock, and at four o'clock it was" obvious."
At ten minutes past four the humid red marks were placed under
a ray of strong electric light and examined by microscope by a physician,
who pronounced that there was no doubt that the stains were wet
blood.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.

ONE hundred and twenty-five years have passed since the Society
was founded, and since its inception it has ministered to the necessities
of no fewer than 11,600 aged pilgrims. It has meant the lightening
of their load while on the later stages of their pilgrimage, and evoked
praise to the Giver of all good gifts Whose hand has been seen and
recognized in the assistance given.
The Committee hope to meet a large number of subscribers and
friends on the occasion of the 125th Anniversary, to join with them
in giving thanks to the Lord for His goodness during these many years.
The current number of the Quarterly Record contains a portrait of the
late Mr. Calvin Hart and interesting items concerning the Society's
work.
Meetings on behalf qf the Society will be held (D.V.) as follows:
on the 6th, Afternoon and Evening Annual Meeting at Caxton Hall ;
10th, the Annual Meeting of the Tunbridge Wells Auxiliary; and on
the 19th in the evening service at Salem Chapel, Richmond.

ltebte\ll5 anlJ jl.ottcef:i of 1500kf:i.
BRITAIN'S ENEMY. A STATE WITHIN ASTATE. By W. H. P. Pages 24.
(The Protestant Truth Society,
Price 2d.; post free 2id.
3 and 4, St. Paul's Churchyard, London, E.C.4.)
THE writer of this very excellent pamphlet shows clearly and fully
that the great enemy of Britain is the Church of Rome. Documentary
proof of his statements abound. "Rome," he points out," is in
adversity a lamb, on equality-a fox, in supremacy-a tiger."
He sums up the points he proves as follows :"1. The Church of Rome is a universal political machine.
2. It forms a State within a State.
3. It is anti-British.
4. It has commenced, and seeks further, to break up our Empire.
5. It h?s wormed its way into Ireland, Australia, Canada, Malta,
and the League of Nations.
6. It has dominated our Foreign Office.
7. It is seeking to destroy the chief safeguard in our Coronation
Oath.
8. The Pope is out for world power.
9. Roman Catholics in public offices seek the ends of their own
Church.
10. The Vatican Mission must be withdrawn.
11. Romanism has debased every country it has subdued.
.
12. It has avowed its intention to subjugate England."
We would strongly advise our readers to get and read this pamphlet.

