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.. Who comforteth us In all our trlbulatlon,' that we may be able to comfort them which are In any
trouble by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 OORiNTllIANS i. 4,.

OUR UNFORGETTING GOD.
" Are, not five sparrows sold for two farthings, and not one of them is
forgotten before GOD? But, even the very hairs of your head
are all numbered, Fear not, therefore: ye are of more value
than ,many sparrows,"-LUKE xii. 6, 7.

11

I

L

THESE precious words of our LORD JESUS CHRIST were spoken to
His disciples (see verses 1, 4). He knew that persecution would
be their appointed portion. He knew that the time would come
when whosoever killed them would think he was doing GOD service
(see John xvi. 2). In view of that time He says, "Be not afraid
of them that kill the body, and after that have no more that they
can do." Rather they were to" fear Him, Which alter He hath
killed hath power to cast into hell." They were not to be afraid
of a man that shall die, but they were to fear and reverence the
LORD. All who fear Him are the objects of His love and care.
Even'the very hairs of their head are all numbered by Him, His
knowledge of them, and interest in them, and love for them, is so
special that He has counted the very hairs of their -head, Does
GOD indeed notice and number the hairs of our head 1 Yes, there
is nothing too minute for Him to notice. The sparrows are only
small birds, and they are comparatively worthless. Five of them
were sold for two farthings, which in Qur money would equal about.
a penny. Yet not one of these is forgotten before GOD. He
notices even a single sparrow. How much more will He notice
His redeemed people. , However much, therefore, His people may
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be persecuted for CHRIST'S sake, they are bidden not to be afraid;
for they are of " more value than many sparrows" (Luke xii. 4-7).
Let us now fix our attention specially on the precious words,
"Not one of them is forgotten before GOD." If He does not
forget even one single sparrow, surely He will not forget anyone
of His people. Here is a comforting truth for every member of
the family of GOD. Not one of them is forgotten before Him.
They are all known to Him, and are all cared for by Him. Not
one of them is left out of His -memory.
1. First, let us notice that GOD does not forget the people whom
He has loved, chosen and redeemed.
All His peoj>le have been loved by Him with an everlasting love.
The LORD said to His FATHER, "Thou hast loved them, as Thou
hast loved Me;" and of the FATHER'S love to Him He says, "Thou
lovedst Me before the foundation of the world" (John xvii. 23, 24).
The FATHER could never forget His eternal, only-begotten and
beloved SON. Nor will He ever forget anyone of His- beloved and
adopted children. All His people were chosen by Him in CHRIST
before the foundation of the world (Ephes. i. 4). They are His
chosen vessels of mercy. How can He forget those whom He has
specially chosen 'that they might be "to the praise of the glory
of His grace" 1
All His people have been redeemed by Him. He" spared not
His Own SON, but delivered Him up for us all." He gave His
only-begotten SON to-redeem His people from the cuirse of the law.
At a great price He bought them and redeemed them. They
belong to Him therefore. He purchased them "with His own
blood." Will He forget those whom He has purchased " with the
precious blood of CHRIST" 1 The thought is inconceivable.
2. Secondly, notice that He does not forget His regenerated and
saved people.
They were" dead in trespasses and sins," but He, Who is rich
in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved them, even when
they were dead in sins, hathquickened them together with CHRIST,
and made them sit together in heavenly places in CHRIST JESUS
(see Ephes. ii. 5, 6).
He hath saved them by His grace. He hath brought them out
of the horrible pit of sin, and set their feet upon the Rock of Ages,
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and B:e hath put a new song into their mouths, even praise unto
their GOD. Their regeneration and salvation were bro"\lght about
by" the exceeding greatness of His power." Would He have put
.suph saving power forth on their behalf and then forget them 1
Surely not.
3. Thirdly, He does not forget His people whom He intends to
glorify.
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He has predestinated them to be conformed to the image of His
SON. He has called them out of darkness into His marvellous
light. He has justified them freely by His grace, through the
redemption that is in CHRIST JESUS, and He intends to glorify
them. That is the import of the teaching in the eighth chapter
of the Epistle' to the Romans and the twenty-ninth and thirtieth
verses. GOD has called them to "His eternal glory by CHRIST
JESUS" (1 Peter v. 10). He cannot therefore leave them. nor
forget them till He has accomplished His gracious purposes concerning them. He Who is engaged in "bringing. many sons unto
glory" cannot be conceived of as forgetting the sons whom He is
conducting unto His heavenly kingdom. It is His" good pleasure
to give them the kingdom." He is continually remembering them
and keeping them by His power, so that at last they may be
presented " faultless before the presence of His glory withexceeding
joy" (Jude 24).
4. Fourthly, He forgets nothing connected with His people,
they are in distress Hedoes not forget His Cove.nant promises.
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When His people Israel were in bondage and distress in Egypt,
"GOD heard, their groaning and GOD remembered His Covenant
with Abraham, withlsaac, and with Jacob. ,And GOD looked upon
the children of Israel, and. GOD had respect unto them" (Exod. ii.
24, 25). When His people cry unto Him He does not forget their
cry, "He forgetteth not the cry of the humble" (Psalm ix. 12).
The cry of the humbled sinner calling unto Him for mercy is never
forgotten. The publican's cry was heard, and he obtained mercy
through the precious blood to be shed on Calvary. It was an
earne$tcry of Abraham whic4 besought that Sodom might be
spared if only ten righteous were found there. Doubtless Abraham
had Lot specially in his mind, and is it not beautiful to read that
" when GOD destroyed the cities of the plain, that GOD remembered

..

I

188

The Gospel Magazine

Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow"?
(Gen. xix.. 29).
It was an awfully trying eiperi~nce of Noah to be in the ark
during the great flood, but" GOD remembered Noah," and" made
. a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters asswaged." He even
remembered" all the cattle " and every living thing that were with
him in the ark.
He remembers, too, that His people are but flesh. " He knoweth
our frame; and remembereth that we are dust." "Like as a
father pitieth his children, so the LORD pitieth them that fear Him"
(Psalms lxxviii. 29; ciii. 13, 14).
He "remembered us in our low estate,'"and hath redeemed us
from our enemies; for His mercy endureth for ever" (Psalm cxxxvi.
23, 24).
Whatever their circumstances He does not forget His people.
They may be rich or poor, high or low, at home or .abroad, in a
palace or in a cottage, in a large house or in a single room, in
company with others or in lonely circumstances, but not one of
His people is forgotten· by Him. Sometimes it seems as if He
forgets them, and they cry out, "How long wilt Thou forget me,
o LORD? for ever?" Or they say, "Hath GOD forgotten to be
gracious? Hath He in anger shut up His tender mercies?"
(Psalms xiii. 1; l:u;vii. 9.)
.A notable instance of this is referred to in Isaiah xlix. 14-16.
There we read, " Zion said, The LORD hath forsakep. me, and my .
LORD hath forgotten me." But what saith the answer of GOD?
Listen! " Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should .
not have compassion on the son of her womb ? Yea, they· may
forget; yet will I not forget thee. Behold, I have graven theel,lpon
the palms of My hands; thy walls are continually before Me."
We may settle it in our minds, then, that the LORD will never
forget any of His people.
If they lovingly minister to other saints He takes note of it.
Even a cup of cold water given to one of His people, because such
a one belongs to CHRIST, shall not be without its reward (see
Heb. vi. 10;· Mark ix. 41).
Take comfort, theI,1, ye lonely ones, ye depressed ones, ye persecutedones, ye obscure ones; take comfort; all ye people of GOD,
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whoever you are, and wherever you are, not one of you is forgotten
before GOD.
You may forget Him, but He will not forget you. That you may
forget Him is sadly true. Hearken to His lament. ,i Can a maid
forget her ornaments, or a bride her attire? Yet My people have
forgotten Me days without number" (Jer. ii. 32). 0, the sin of it.
May we be delivered from ever forgetting Him Who )lath been so
gracious to us.
Nay, rather, may we be enabled to say from our hearts, "Bless
the LORD,
my soul: and all that is within me, bless His holy
name. Bless the LORD, my soul, and forget not. all Hu benefits"
(Psalm ciii. 1, 2).
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THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry,' King's Lynn.

(Thomas Houghton).,

LONDON COMMUNICANTS AND CINEMA SHOWS.
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A DIOCESAN servIce of offering was held in St. Paul's Cathedral (In
Saturday evening, Dec. 3rd last. Representatives from 550 parishes
brought offerings. The Bishop of London gave the address. The
offerings apparently were for the Diocesan Fund. The Times of
Dec. 5th, says that the Bishop" appealed to his hearers directly, and
also asked them to seek to influence their fellow-communicants to give
up one cinema show between this time and Christmas. If the 160,000
communicants in the London diocese did that, and sent up to headquarters the shillings they would thus save, they would be able to make
up the annual £5000 deficit in the Fund."
Evidently the Bishop considers that most of the communicants in
his diocese attend cinema shows. We would remark that all those
communicants profess to have renounced " the pomps and vanity 'of
this wicked world, and all the sinful lusts of the flesh," and yet in the
Bishop's view they attend cinema shows. The proprietors of those
shows in many cases open them on the Lord's day, and'thus desecrate
the day which God has commanded to be kept sacred. What a solemn
condition the professing Church in London must be in when its communicants-a large number of them-attend cinema shows. Can such
an attendance be reconciled with the apostolic injunction-" Love not
the world, neither the things that are in the world. If[any man love
the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the
world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eye,and the pride of life,
is not of the Father, but is of the world" ! (1. John ii. 1,5, 16).
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THE OXFORD GROUP MOVEMENT.
I.-PRELIMINARY REMARKS.
" I marvel that ye are so soon removed from Him that called you into
the grace of Christ unto another Gospel."-GALATIANS i. 6.

WE have felt it ouf duty to warn our readers against the Oxford
Movement, the centenary of which is being observed this year.
There is another movement which is called "The Oxford Group
Movement." Many people imagine that they are one and the
same. This latter movement, however, is quite distinct from
the former, and is only of recent growth, whereas the former began
in the year 1833. The founder of the Oxford Group Movement
is Dr. Frank N. D. Buchman, an American minister. Sometimes
the movement is called "Buchmanism,"· after the name of the
founder. Though the movement is religious in character, it seems
to avoid old-fashioned and· Bible methods, and to have adopted
methods and ways unwarranted by Scripture. For example, its
members avoid the Bible word " conversion" and prefer the word
" change" instead, and the members, we are told, are "out to
change lives on a colossal scale, as the one solution of every W01.zd
problem" (For Sinners Only, p. 30).
Instead of "evangelists" they use the word "life-changers,'!~
and this word is applied to members of the Group. They feel
"that the new age requires different words" from those used in
the Bible.
There can be no doubt that this movement is exercising a remark~
able influence in many parts of the world. Before drawing attention
, to some of its evils we wish to make a few preliminary remarks.
First, we would say that the very popularity of the movement makes
it open to suspicion,
We are told .that "There are probably a thousand groups
scattered about the world to-day, each meeting informally as a
little house party where religion can be talked naturally without
formality. New groups are constantly springing up under the
Holy Spirit's guidance. There is one in Harley Street, another
in Fleet Street, and one for prisoners in a British gaol."
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" The Group," we are told, "has the blessing of Anglican and
Nonconformist Churches. The Bishop of Leicester and Chancellor
R. J. Campbell and Dr. Herbert Gray (Presbyterian) are but three
of many well-known clerics and ministers visiting the house-party,"
referring to a house-party at Oxford. R. J. Campbell, it may be
mentioned, was once famous as a preacher of the New Theology
at the City Temple. He subsequently entered the Church of
England, after spending some time withthe late Bishop Gore.
We are further told that "Groups were coming into existence
in many places, in many countries: England, Scotland, Holland,
Germany, India, South Africa, China, Egypt, Switzerland, North
and South America. In South Africa it had taken on the dimensions of a national ~ovement. As far as possible, the Groups were
making their challenge through the Churches, and had the sympathetic interest of the Archbishops, and other Anglican and Nonconformist Church dignitaries" (For Sinners Only, pp. 45, 142).
On page 12 of the book we are quoting from we are told" There
are princesses in the movement." The book For Sinners Only has
had an enormous circulation. The" Eighty-second Thousand" is
printed on the edition we have in our possession. This book was
written by a London journalist who is wholly in favour of the
movement. We would say that no book setting forth distinctive
Evangelical truth would be likely to be so popular as this one
appears to be. In fact, the truth of God, and those who stand
for it, have never been popular and never will be. .
The second observation we would make is that the movement
appears to be one in which Sacerdotalists and professed Evangelicals
and others can cheerfully unite.
We read, " Oxford's new religious movement is neither Methodist
nor Tractarian; it includes both wings of the Christian religion.
Through a unity in common action, many of divers religious beliefs,
and more of none, have reached an altitude of Christian experience
which may hold the one possible solution for modern world problems" (For Sinners Only, p. 142). We are told of an AngloCatholic American clergyman who attended a house-party of the
Oxford Group Movement. "He returned home changed, where,
through persecution and misunderstanding and loneliness, has been
started a work which has changed many lives in the town. For
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several months the Anglo-Catholic, the Methodist, and the Presbyterian
ministers there have been holding weekly meetings to share experi-

ences and needs and sins. And the outcome of this new fellowship
was a Group dinner for two hundred and fifty persons of the three
Churches, with the' same number unable to secure seats. The
clergyman said he was none the less an Anglo-Catholic,but his
encounter with the Group had made a Presbyterian tolerable"
(For Sinners Only, p. 176).
Note the words, "Through a unity in common action, many of
divers religious beliefs and more of none, have reached an altitude
of Christian experience." Can it be said that a unity of this kind
is according to Scripture? Surely this is not "the unity of the
Spirit." This movement includes both Methodists and Tractarians. It includes" many of divers religious beliefs, and more of
none." It follows that it matters not what a .man believes or
whether ,he believes anything at all. He may nevertheless belong
to this Group Movement and reach "an altitude of Christian
experience" which may solve the modern world's problems,.
Is it, then, of no moment what we believe? The apostle says,
" Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved."
But he goes on to say, "How, then, shall they call on Him in Whom
they have ,not believed? and how shall they believe in Him of
Whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a
preacher? " '(Rom. x. 13, 14.) It follows, therefore, that no adu~t
can be saved unless he believes in the Lord Jesus Christ. To !lay,
therefore, that "many of divers religious' beliefs, and more .of
none" have," reached an altitude of Christian experience" is
wholly contrary to Scripture. In fact, no one can be a Christian
at all unless, through infinite grace, he has been led by the Spirit
of God to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.
The Group evidently then welcomes into its circle people of all
beliefs and of none. Anglo-Catholics can be members and yet
retain their idolatrous doctrines of the Mass and Mariolatry, and
claim to be absolving priests. The Confessional and the Mass
against which the Reformers protested may be tolerated, and
professed Evangelicals may walk in harmonious unity with AngloCatholics. We read, "Anglo-Catholics ,and Evangelicals meet
together in the Rector's drawing-room and share," and" a new
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spirit of peace and goodwill" prevails in the Rector's parish (For
Sinners Only, p. 344).
The warnings of Scripture, therefore, to beware of false prophets,
and to avoid those who "cause divisions and offences contrary to
the doctrine of which we have learned" from Scripture are to be
ignored (see Rom. xvi. 17, 18). How different the teaching of the
Apostle Paul, who says, " Be ye not unequally yoked together with
unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrigb,teousness? And what communion hath light with darkness?
And.what concord hath Christ with Belial? Or what part hath
he that believeth· with an infidel? And what agreement hath the
temple of God with idols? . . . Wherefore come out from among
them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean
thing" (2 Cor. vi. 14-17).
The Bishop of London, ll. leading Sacerdotalist, says of the book
For Sinners Only, "I have read every word of it. I advise eve1,'ybody to read it." We ourselves have read it, because we felt its
teaching needed to be exposed, and the Lord's people warned
against it, but we would not advise everybody to read it, nor
suggest in any way that the movement had our approval. At a
meeting in London, held on February 13th, we read that the
Bishop of London, while criticising some things in connection with
the movement, said that the meeting needed to "remember that
those people (the Group people) were on the side of the angels.
Therefore it would be a mistake for the Bishops to .cold-shoulder
the movement. They should guide it and give it constructive
criticism." Presumably the Bishop meant that the movement
was on the side of the unlallen angels. We think, however, that
the elect angels are on the side of God and His revealed Word. We
do not think that this is true of the Oxford Group Movement.
A third remark we would make is that the Group MO'l!ement seems
to belittle the preaohing 01 the Gospel.
On pages 183 and 184 of For Sinners Only we" are told that in
view of the lamentable condition of Louisville in the spring of
..1931, a strong team' of Oxford Groupists should be sent there.
Ninety of them went. "There were daily Groups for special
interests"-for business men, for women, for girls, for boys, for
.younger married women, and one for ministers; "Each was led
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by someone belonging to his particular Group. There was daily
Bible study. In the evenings we gathered for a united meeting.
This began with 300 and ended with 2,500. The theme was not
preaching (italics ours)'nor exhorting, but simple individual witness
to what Christ had done."
Later, on page 346, the author says, "The Oxford Group showed
, me in practice what I knew in precept: . .'. that to share is better
than to preach." " To share," we may point out, means to relate
personal spiritual experience, and includes the confession to the
Group of sins and shortcomings.
Thus the Group Movement seems to substitute for preaching the
Gospel the practice of relating experiences and the public confession
of sins and ·shortcomings.
This, too, is a grave departure from Scripture. teaching. Our
Lord's command is, "preach the Gospel to every creature." The
apostles obeyed that"command. "They ceased not to teach and
preach Jesus Christ" (Acts v. 42). Philip" preached Christ" to
the Samaritans and he " preached Jesus" to the Ethiopian eunuch
(Acts viii. 5, 35). Paul" preached Christ in the synagogues." He
" preached the forgiveness of sins" through Christ. He" preached
the GospeL" He testified "the Gospel of the grace of God"
(Acts ix. 20; xiii. 38, 39; xiv. 7, 21; xx. 24). He says, "Christ
sent me not to baptize, but to preach the Gospel," and that" it
pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that
believe." "I determined," he says, "not to know anything
among you, save Jesus Christ and Him crucified" (1 Cor. i. 17, 21;
ii. 2). Any movement, therefore, which substitutes anything else
for preaching the Gospel is unscriptural, alld therefore is" to be
avoided.
Moreover, the Atonement is largely or entirely omitted by the Group
Movement. One writer says, "There is a surprising lack of
emphasis upon the first and foremost fact of our salvation, the
atoning work of our Lord and Saviour on the Cross of Calvary;
and, ind~ed, from a perusal of such scant literature as is available
(reference is made particularly to Life Ohangers, by Harold Begbie,
and Twice Born Ministers, by Shoemaker), one would be led to
believe that little practical importance attaches in the minds of
the leaders of the movement to the substitutionary work of our
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Lord pn the cross. ." j • 'In fact, the Gospel of the grace of God
and peace through the precious blood of Christ is strangely absent"
(Memorcmilum on the Group Movement, pp. 3, 4).
The Rev.C. M. Chavasse, Master of St. Peter's Hall, Oxford,
said in an address delivered in London on Nov. 7th last, " I believe
that even some of the leaders are still unhappy about the Christology
01 the Groups. The movement has not emerged from any thoughtout philosophy. Instead, such theology as it may possess has been
superimposed upon it; and is more or less incidental to its effectiveness. For how else can we explain that in the past.it has changed
lives with little mention 01 Christ,. no reference to the' Bible, and
complete silence on the Atonement?" (italics ours.)
Whatever results, therefore, have flowed from this movement
were independent ,of the preaching of the atoning death of our
Lord Jesus Christ. How, then, can any Spirit-taught believers
have anything to do with a movement which so largely ignores
the fundamental truth of the Gospel. Apart from the precious
atoning blood of Christ there is no Gospel to preach.
An apologist for the movement, who wrote two long articles in
The Record of Oct. 7th and 14th last, said, "I have ascertained
that the Group leaders all believe in the Atonement, i.e., that Christ
did something, somehow, for us on the Cross which we could never
do for ourselves, in atoning for past sin, and in securing victory
for us over present sin. But they wisely keep the doctrine in reserve"
(italics ours). What a vague doctrine' of the Aton'ement these
Group leaders have, and how awful is the admission that "they
wisely keep the doctrine in reserve."
,
" Keep the doctrine in reserve! " Why, the doctrine of the Atone-
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ment is the very marrow and essence of the Gospel. It was the
doctrine by which the Corinthian saints were saved, the doctrine
which the Apostle Paul delivered unto them" first of all ": "how
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures" (1 Cor. xv.
1-3). Of this doctrine the Apostle Paul says, " Though we, or an
angel from heaven, preach any other Gospel unto you than that
which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed" (Gal. i.
4, 8). This same apologist for the Group Movement writes with
approval of a popular Evangelist who, he says, was" soundly
converted." Yet when this Evangelist was asked by the deacons,
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" What did Christ do for us on the Cross .~ " he. replied,. " I am not
aware that He did anything in particular." We venture to say
t:b.at no one is really converted to God unless he knows himself to
be a hell-deserving sinner, and h~s been led by t;he Holy Ghost to
behold Christ. as the One Who bare his sins in His Own body on
the tree. .The account which the Apostle Paul gives of the conversion of the Thessalonian saints is given in the following words :
" Ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God;
and to wait for His Son from heaven, Whom He ,faised from the
dead, even Jesus, Which delivered us from the wrath to come"
(1 Thess. i'. 9, 10). These converts knew that Christ had deliver~
them from merited wrath by being made a curse for them on the
Cross. They knew of His resurrection, and they knew also of His
coming again. They knew four great truths concerning ChristHis atoning death on the Cross, His resurrection, His ascension into
heaven, and His second coming, There is no turning to God
except through Christ. "No man cometh unto the Father but
by Me" (John xiv. 6). And there is no coming to the Father
by Christ without a knowledge of His atoning work. We enter
the holiest, where the Father sits on His throne of, grace, "by
the blood of Jesus" (Heb. x. 19).
The Thessalonian converts knew all these great truths concerning
Christ; because the Apostle Paul, when he preached unto them
"out of the Scriptures~" opened and alleged "that Christ. must
needs have suffered, and risen again from the dead; and that this
Jesus, Whom I preach unto you, is Christ" (Acts xvii. 1-3).
Yet we are told, "With the early Christians experience came
before doctrine. They were changed by immediate contact with
the risen, living Christ, without knowing anything about the work
He had done for them on the Cross:' (Vide article in The Record by
Rev. Eo' W. Shepheard-Walwyn, Oct~ 7th, 1932.)
We hope (D.V.) to draw further attention to the evils of this
movement in subsequent articles. We would rather have remained
B~lent, but the spread of the movement in all, directions makes it
imperative to warn the Lord's people against it. .
THE EDITOR.

" THE

Lord opens a door of hope arid often a door of help too."-Anon.
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UUgtim UapetfS.
WELLSPRINGS.
" But 'When the Oomforter is come, Whom I will send unto you from the
Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father,
He shall testify of Me."-JoHN xv. 26.

J HAVE been led to select this passage for our meditation on the glorious
Trinity. May the Holy Spirit graciously illuminate and open up the
blessed truth to our minds at this time, as we humbly search His Word
upon this great and deep mystery of love, the mysterious Union of
Three Persons in One Godhead, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghost, and a threeness in the Unity of Being and operation in the
salvation of every redeemed sinner.
.. In endless love the Holy Three
All blessings have secured for me;
All good that's worthy of a God,
For me in Jesus Christ is stored.
What glory, yea, what matchless grace,
Appears in my Redeemer's face;
All Deity can there agree
To smile upon a worm like me."

God the Father" so loved ... that He gave His Only begotten Son,"
and the Holy Spirit's work is in bringing everyone for whom Jesus shed
His precious blood, " to believe on Him," for" everlasting life,"
In a precious sermon on Psalm xxxvi. 9, I was much enjoying not
long ago by the late beloved Mr. J. E. Hazleton, he sets forth how even
there we see the work of the Blessed Trinity. "With Thee," there is
God the Fa,ther, " is the Fountain of Life." There is God the Son,
"and in Thy Light shall we see Light," there is God the Holy Spirit.
And I think, if my memory stands me, it was the late beloved Rev.
J. Ormiston who once remarked, " It takes a Trinity of Persons to
convince a sinner, and jt takes a Trinity of Persons to keep a saint."
The number three is a wonderful figure in Holy Scripture, and is
significant of Divine perfection and completeness. It is the number
also of Jehovah's great Attributes-Omniscience, Omnipotence and
Omnipresence; and there are three definitions of Him-God is Spirit,
God is Light, and God is Love. We find how a Trinity of Persons is,set
forth by the revelation in the Old Testament of God as Creator, whilst
the New Testament reveals the Second Person in the glorious Three in
the new Creation; and in Gospel Dispensation, it is the work of the
Third Person, "even the Spirit of Truth," to declare and make it
known in the hearts of the Redeemed Family in Zion.
It was while contemplating this subject, so great and glorious and so
very far beyond my faint and feeble apprehension, that the little word.
"Us," little, but so eternally great, came before my mind and led to
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a sweet and profitable meditation to my own soul, and which in some
small measure I am asking the dear reader to share with me now,
praying that the Holy Spirit may inspire Our hearts and illuminate our
minds and bless the meditation to our soul's profit.
'
And for this small, bqt stupendously great word, we must go to the
very beginning of the precious Scriptures apd its earliest chapters.
But let me say, ere we pass on to our first reference, that the very first
and opening sentence of Genesis proclaims (though veiled) the Trinity
of Persons.
"In the beginning God." Elohim! A sacred hint to the sworn .
Covenanters! And these three in Covenant are more' fully revealed
when it comes to the creating of man! "Let Us make man in our own
image." Is it not a marvellous expression, a wonderful revelation,
and if so in the first creation, how much more in the New Creation.
Then it is found in connection with the building of the tower of Babel
(Gen. xi.), when the presumption and pride of man resolved to " build
a, city and a tower whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make
us a name, lest we be scattered upon the face of the earth." That was
man's" let us." But in the thing that they dealt proudly, the Lord
was ,above them, and He said" Let US go down and there confound
their language, that they may not understand one another's speech."
And thus Jehovah in the sacred Three of the Godhead, "soattered them
abroad from thenoe upon the face of all the earth," and they left off to
build a city.
And then again, in that holy vision granted the prophet Isaiah
(chapter vi.), when he " saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and
lifted up and his train filled the temple," when the seraphim covered
their faces as they cried one to the oth~r, " Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord
God of hosts." What was privileged the prophet further ~ He had
" seen the King, the Lord of" hosts"; he had heard the sacred angelic
ascription Holy to each of the three Divine Persons, and now he
" heard the voice of the Lord, saying, whom shall I send and who
will go for 'Us ~ Then said I, Here am I, send me." A Trinity of
Divine Persons concerned in the message that was tq be sent to God's
people. And the Gospel of John (xii. 41) declares: "These things
said Esaias, when he saw His glory and spake of Him."
We find, too, a Trinity of Persons (though veiled) in the blessing
wherewith Aaron was commanded to "bless the children of Israel"
(Num. vi. 24-26). "The Lord Jehovah bless thee; the Lord JehovahJesus make His Face to shine upon thee; the Lord Jehovah-Spirit lift
up His countenance upon thee and give thee peace."
But thus dimly seen as " through a glass darkly" in the Old Testament, Jesus the Son of God in the New Testament has come, and
revealed and declared the Father. He" Which is in the bosom of the
Father, He hath declared Him" (John i. 18), and when His work on
earth is "finished," and He is returning to His Father, He promises in
the words of our text, " Another Comforter, even the Spirit of Truth
which proceedeth from the Father, He shall testify of Me.'~ It was
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thus His return to the Father would be demonstrated and the attesta·
tion and seal to His perfected work would be by the sending of the
Holy Ghost.
And, again, we find the word in Matthew iii. 15, in the reply our
precious Lord Jesus gave to John Baptist at His Baptism. "And
Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now, for thus it be.cometh US to fulfil all righteousness." The Father declaring His
Beloved Son and the" Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting
upon Him." Thus was ushered in :His public and official ministry of
three years, and now as Jehovah's obedient. Servant, lIis work nearly
done, and the salvation of His Elect about to be accomplished on
Oalvary, He is speaking all these blessed words, words of comfort to the
hearts of His disciples, who were soon to realize what lIis absence
would mean to them. So He graciously promises to send them
" Another Oomforter," " Even the Spirit of Truth," Who would teach
them all things and bring all things to their remembrance. His Ooming
was to "reprove the world of sin . • . of righteousness . . . and of
judgment (John xvi. 8-11), and in those brief verses you find a marvellously "condensed epitome of the work of the Holy Spirit of Truth,
as also a prophetic declaration of the result of the preaching of the
Gospel." Again we quote the late revered James Ormiston.
Oh, beloved, what have we before us in this verse but high and holy
truths and the rich declaration of a Triune-Jehovah, in their work of
Redemption on behalf of every elect vessel of mercy. The eveTlasting
and unchangeable love of God the Father in predestination; the love
which brought His well-beloved Son from Heaven to shed His precious
blood for their salvation; and the love, grace and favour of the Holy
Ghost in leading every redeemed sinner to trust in that perfect atonement, is the theme which
never exhaust our thoughts and praises.
What a mercy that you and I should be the subjects of it through
redeeming love and grace from a threefold Source, and that the Eternal
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost are effecting" so great salvation." Behold what manner of persons ought we to be in all holiness and godliness
and heavenly desires: Oh, to dwell upon this sweet theme of love more
and more! What are our trials when we think of His love 1 Oomfortless we never can,be, since He sent" Another Oomforter," Who should
testify of Rim, comforting His people, and witnessing ever of Him. '
In referring to·the wonderful subject of the sixteenth chapter of John,
Dr. R. Hawker quotes one of the early father's comments, who called it
" Sacratissimlis Oonsessus Trinitatis," that is " the most sacred sitting
of the Holy Trinity," and Dr. H. goes on to say, " I admire theexpression, for sure it is the most blessed, the most precious and soul-satisfying
on ·this momentous truth, the imagination can conceive."
And now, dear reader, in concluding, I trnst we have been looking
through our casket of jewels to our souls' emichment and t<Y the glory
of our Triune God.
May we follow on to ,know more and more the blessedness of our
inheritance. May the Oomforter come to our hearts, to our daily help
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and joy, and enable us to call upon God our Father in the conduct of
our lives, and thereby to glorify His well-beloved Son Whose blood and
righteousness are our alone plea for acceptance. For it is- .
"When we live on Jesus' merit,
Then we worship God aright j
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
These all savingly unite.
Hear the whole conclusion of it,
Great and Good, whate'er we call,
King and Saviour, Priest and Prophet,
Jesus Christ is All in All."

You can set your seal to that fellow-believer! And you can likewise
.from a full and grateful heart, I trust also, acknowledge that the Spirit
of Promise, the Promised Spirit has been your " Comforter" in life's
pilgrimage, t~e Witnesser of Jesus to your soul, and the Spirit of Truth
to your heart.
R.
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ABOLISHING THE OLD TESTAMENT.
UNDER the heading, " Foreign In:(luence to be Eliminated," the Berlin
correspondent of The Times, under date April 6th, says :-'
" The Church is also to have the political steamroller passed over it
if the' German Christians' have their way. This is the name of the
Nazi organization within the Evangelical Church, which at a remarkable
meeting yesterday demanded that the Old Testament be abolished
and its place taken by German sagas and legends; that the Hebrew
prophets should give way to 'personages of German intellectual life
in philosophy and art'; that the Church should be gleichgeschaltetthat is, made uniform-with the 'people's State of the national
revolution'; that its leaders should be politically unobjectionable
and of pure Aryan origin, and the like.
.
" Many of the proposals fundamentally affect the Church's existence,
and as the wishes of Nazi organizations are apt to be given swift effect
to in these days the Supreme Council of the Evangelical Church has
brought the matter to the notice of the Government with a reminder
that the Chancellor in his Government speech guaranteed its existence
and independence."
The demand that" the Old Testament be abolished and its place
taken by German sagas and legends" is one of many indications of
the awful development of antichristianism, besides being a fulfilment
of the prophetic' teaching of the Scriptures. "The time will collie,"
says the apostle, "when they will not endure sound doctrine; but
after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having
itching ears; and they shall turn away their ears from the truth and
shall be turned unto fables" (2 Tim. iv. 3, 4).
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SennonfJ anlJ N OUfJ of. ,SeunonfJ.
AN EXCEEDING GREAT AND PRECIOUS PROMISE.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON
ON SUNDAY, JUNE 12TH, 1898.
" That they may know that, as I was with Moses, so I will be with
thee."-JosHuA iii. 7 (closing words).

t,
~

IN anticipation of this passage, dear friends, we might refer to the
first chapter and the second verse where those few but very remarkable
words are recorded from the lips of God Himself: "Moses My servant
is dean." I say this is preliminary, prefatory, to our text. Moses had
just died. Moses, whom God so favoured as to commune with him
frequently face to face,had been taken up into the mount to view the
Land of Promise, and yet at the same time he was forbidden to set
foot upon its soil. He died there. No human witness was present
when he passed away. He seems to have been, as the thirty-fourth of
Deuteronomy teaches us, in the fullest communion. with God up to
the last moment. He was not carried off by disease, his natural force
Was not abated, his eye had not become dim, though he was a man
in years advanced, and his death was so remarkable that the Holy
Ghost has given us .considerable information about it. We do not
know and cannot understand the mystery that there is connected
with some features of Moses' death; we do not understand about that
dispute concerning his body when the devil, it is said, contended i' about
the body of Moses." And then again this remarkable fact that the
Lord buried him, and that his grave was not dug by the hands of man.
God Himself laid away His servant to reEJ.-t to await the glorious
resurrection trump. A lovely death for anyone to die, and yet there
was a tincture of sadness about this dear man's departure-his being
forbidden, as I have just said, to set foot upon the soil of the land
that had been promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and their
children after them, this good land of which Moses had so frequently
spoken to others, the land, as he c.alled it, "flowing with milk and
honey," the glory of all lands. And yet he might only see it with his
eyes.
Looking into this thirty-fourth chapter of Deuteronomy this
morning I was impressed by the fact that Moses, so far as the record
of him goes, uttered not a word. You have only a record given you
of what the Lord said-what the Lord said, to Moses. Moses was, I
gather, therefore perfectly satisfied with this singular dispensation of
God's will concerning himself. He had not a murmuring thought in
his heart, I presume-certainly not a complaining utterance on his lips.
I think he was enjoying the closest of close fellowship with God. The
Hebrew translators in the :fifth verse render the passage-it reads in
our text: "So Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the ,land
of M0i1b, according to the word of the Lord "-they render it "upon the
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mouth of the Lord," " upon the mouth of the Lord." There is something
very beautiful in that. "Let Him kiss me with the kisses of His
mouth"-it implies the highest and most sacred fellowship between
the soul of the believer and his God. What a lovely departure was
that of Moses to die on the mouth of his God. So that while we join
with Israel in weeping for Moses thirty days, and as we mourn for
his being forbidden to enter the land of Canaan, yet we rejoice in, his
departure to a better country, and of course we do not (in parenthesis) forget that subsequently Moses did set foot upon the Land
of Promise and appeared in the mount with the Lord Jesus, in the.
Mount of Transfiguration. But his substantial interest was not in
the earthly Canaan but in the Heavenly. Moses having been a man
of deep spirituality of mind, and one accustomed"tovery close fellowship
with God, we may believe of him that he saw through those earthly
things to things eternal; that they were more than shadows and,
figures to him-they were pledges and antepasts of the heavenly;
portion that God in grace had been making ready for him. Thus then,
we may say that in the verse I have quoted from the first of Joshua,
the second verse, "Moses My servant is dead/' we have God's Own
epitaph; God penned this epitaph concerning His servant.
Now Moses occupied a judicial relation to Israel. He was a~
mediator the keeper of the law, and the law takes its name from him.
We were just reading from the Gospel by Luke of the rich man and
the poor man. Abraham is represented as aaying to the riclrman in
hell concerning his relatives yet living on the. earth: "They have
Moses "-that is, they have the writings of Moses-"theyhave Moses
and the· prophets." Moses and the prophets had long since passed
away, but they had the writings of Moses and the prophets. And so
the la.w takes its name from Moses. We understand that when it is
written, "Moses My servant is dead'~ there li~s been some legal
barrier removed, and there is something of a Gospel revelation about
to be made. Whim we remember that Joshua was a significant type
of Christ, his very name sjgnifying Jesus, or, "the Lord shallsave,'~
well then we can see how the Lord is making room for a greater than
Moses. We can see how Joshua is now the dominant character and
feature of God's dispensation with Israel. He is about to deal wit):J.
them in a way of grace, in a way of abounding favour. He is about
to confer upon them this glory Of two lights, but it must be through
the instrumentality of Moses-the law and it must be through the
instrumentality and mediation of Joshua-of Jesus the Saviour. God
had been training Joshua for many years. Joshua and Caleb, as my
younger hearers may remember, were just the two personages whQ
having come out of Egypt survived the forty years and entered-into
the Land of Promise, just these two' persons. Now all through the
forty years God had been training up Joshua to be the successor of
Moses. Joshua was closely connected with Moses. Especially in
military' matters, Joshua was being trained for this great campaign
during which the seven corrupt Gentile nations were to be subdued
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and their land taken from them; the cup of their iniquity had become
full,and God's time of judgment had arrived, and He employed Israel
'as His executioner. Of course it is the prerogative of the Lord of all
the earth to divide it as He will among the nations. Nations have
their times of probation and of education, they have their times of
preferment and prosperity, and if they rebel against God when they
wax fat, well then God deals with them on principles of justice: "He
putteth down one and setteth up another;" and so there was only
justice and propriety in all that the Lord commanded Joshua to do
by the armed host of Israel in subjugating these seven Gentile idolatrous
nations. "Moses My servant isdead ; now therefore "-that is where
the truth comes in, as I have endeavoured to put it before you-" now
therefore arise and go over this Jordan . . . unto the land which I do
give . . . to the children of Israel," " therefore "-because Moses was
dead.
As long as Moses lived there was this hindrance, to' a certain
extent Moses stood in the way, but when God's time was fully come,
then this barrier is removed, blessedly removed-removed in favour
of Moses himself, for, being forbidden to enter the Land, had he been
allowed to live many years he would have had to spend those years
in the wilderness. And so God as He would not suffer him to enter
the earthly Canaan mercifully spared him from spending the remainder
of his time in journeyings in the wilderness by translating him to the
heavenly glory and rest. "Arise, therefore, and now taIm possession
on My part, Joshua, Who do this thing." Because" what the Law
could'not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God, sending His
Own Son," Jesus, the true Joshua, accomplished the thing. And
, therefore, dear friends, if any of you were to be trusting in the Law
for salvation, were to be trusting in your own endeavours to keep
the ten commandments, to work out a claim on God, .you see in what
it, would inevitably end-your own condemnation; firl:\t, because'the
flesh is evil; secondly, because the Law is good and you cannot expect
good fruit to grow on a corrupt tree. We look for evil fruit on an
evil tree, and therefore again I say, dear friends, by the deeds of the
Law shall no flesh living be justified. "Only Jesus," the true Joshua,
" can do helpless sinners good." And so throughout the first chapter
of Joshua's book Jehovah encourages His servant, for 1 am sure Joshua
must have exercised considerable self-judgment in contemplating the
position he occupied. He might have said, and no doubt he did say,
" Who am I that I should succeed so eminent a man of God as Moses,
the man who brought the children of Israel up out of the land of
Egypt, so wise a man and one who enjoyed such closeness of com- ,
munion with God, one to whom in the Mount the Lord made revelation
of the whole religious system under which He would have His Israel
live until the times of reformation 1 Who am I?" Now the Lord
knew the humility of His servant and encouraged his heart with many
promises and notably this one, which we have before us, " As I was
with Moses, so I will be with thee." How blessed it is for us, we may
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say in the first place" to know the resources of God. You see although
He had lost Moses, so to say, yet He has another servant to serve
Him, He has a .Joshua-a greater than Moses in typicltl relationship
to Ohrist. And if ,the Lord bereaves His Church of any particularly
eminent servant of His, I thin~ we are safe in expecting that .He will
rlJ.ise up help all-sufficient, and perhaps abounding help, in some other
or others.· The Lord is never straitened in His resources, He often
hides .His resources from our eyes, and we think He is in a strait, We
feel ourselves to be in a strait, we ,look on the right hand and on the
left for forthcoming help but it comes not; the Lord is trying thereby
the faith of His people, not suffering them to look at circumstances or
to e:lbpect help from the creature; He ",ill shut them up to Himself
and cause them to become in experience" prisoners of hope." Dear
children of God, it may be some of you are at this very time learning
that,lesson-what it is to become a prisoner of hope, and if the ,Lord
shut you up you will not be able to get forth. But it is a blessedthing
to ,know that when the Lord shuts up His people He holds ready the
key of deliverance in His Own Hand when the set time to. deliver
His waiting ones has come. Ob, it is a gracious thing to be silent
before the Lord when things are awry with us. It is well for us to' b~
quiet when the Lord does not speak and to wait when the Lord does
not work-we have yet His promises to fall back upon. "As I was
with Moses, so twill be with thee "-this should suffice us.
Of course I am now speaking against my own experience, I am not
speaking in regard to flesh and blood., One's heart by nature is impatient
andimpetuous, we want a present deliverance, " Lord, let it be now, at
once; do not delay a moment. "-that is flesh and blood, and I confess
it, ;:md all God's children know it. Butwe are speaking now of grace,
and grace in the heart where God has put it, and He will there try it.
If ,He has placed grace in you or in me He will prove it, and proved
grace always proves itself to be the grace that endures temptation
and that comes out as to evidence, as to fitness, if I may so say,
brighter than it was when it was put in. I say as to fitness, as grace
can never be brighter or better than when it first comes from the
hand of God, but the fitness of grace-can I say graces ?-becomes
brighter, shining more lustrously, and influencing ever the more
vitally. It is a good thing therefore, the Lord says, that we should
bear the yoke. The yoke as at first imposed upon us is often very
heavy, and we think we shall never endure it; at the outset the thing
seems to be impossible, but grace sanctifies the yoke, grace makes
it presently tolerable, and later on grace makes it even enjoyable, so
that we learn the lesson the ].\J:aster Himself lays down: "My yoke·
is easy, and My burden is light." But we have to pass through many
processes, it may be, before we arrive at that blessed point when we
are able to kiss the, yoke and draw it as it were nearer and nearer
to our hearts: The Lord was teaching Israel that His Divine resources
were quite equal to the occasion. They might mourn thirty days ;for
Moses, but they would have sixty days to rejoice over JO~,hua. A)1d
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so I say in regard to all our sorrow we shall find the truth of the Lord's
Word-yom mourning shall be turned into rejoicing.
.
And then the second point is, that the Lord is pleased to perpetuate
His line of witnesses. He calls Moses "His servant," and he ~as
indeed a most eminent servant of the Lord's, and so likewise was
Joshua the same, The grace that made Moses what he was mad~
Joshua in turn what he was. And as grace enabled Moses to discharge
the functions that were proper to his relationship to Israel, so grace
qualified Joshua to adorn 'the position as conqueror of the Land of
Promise, one whom, as I have said, the Lord had long been training
for this service, And this leads to an important point, that the Lord
does train His individual people for individual service: that is how
you and I cannot exchange the work the Lord appoints to you and
appoints to me, and He trains each one of us for the discharge of our
own proper obligations. That is why there is. so much variety of
experience, such a variety of gifts, too, among the people of God,
Just as there are no two members in a natural family absolutely alike,
though they may appear to have innumerable marks of resemblance
to each other, so it is in the family and household of faith. Xhough
all are begotten of the same Spirit, washed in the .same precious blood,
clothed with the same blessed righteousness, heirs together of the
same glorious promises, yet there is an endless variety of spiritual
experience among them, and it is one of the best and most profitable.
and enjoyable of occupations for the Lord's people to exchange
accounts of how the Lord has been dealing with them. I suppose
hereafter we shall not have forgotten the way by which ,the Lord has
brought us, and it will then bell, happy time to relate how we were
led. What a variety of testimony, all making for the glory of God's
grace-the way by which the Lord brought me and brought. you
under conviction of sin, weary and heavy laden, to the Lord Jesus,
washed us in His precious blood and built us up in th,e hope of the
Gospel. A thousand different experiences-and still the promise is
the common property of the Lord's people: "As I was with Moses.,
so I will be with thee." Now that was addressed not to Joshua only
but to all fellow-believers of Joshua in all time, ages and dispensations.
God remains with His people. He does not visit them fitfully... He
comes by the Holy Spirit and takes possession of their hearts abidingly,
eternally. I do not know but I think I have mentioned on some
former occasion this thought-perhaps only my own-as to the
indwelling of the Holy Spirit, that the inhabitation of the Spirit inthe new man is an eternal union, an eternal union; that death does
not in any way affect it; that the spirits of the just as they leave
their redeemed bodies below continue to be indwelt by the Holy Spirit.
Death does not dissolve that union which is formed on earth by the
Holy Ghost Himself. "That which is born of the Spirit is spirit,"
and remains inhabited by the Spirit, whether in the body or out of
the body that is immaterial. It is so blessed to realize this, that the
Lord is with His people, in His people and will always remain there.
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" As I was with Moses, so I will be with thee." A faithful line of
witnesses the Lord will maintain. Joshua had many drawbacks, many
.difficulties to confront among false brethren and traitor Israelites as
well as from the seven nations of the land. Oh, what sore discouragements yet awaited him. But the Lord never forsook Joshua; he
made a good end, he left a glorious testimony behind him, and I
suppose, excepting in the record of his death, the book was written
by Joshua. And it is very interesting if youlook alone at that highly
probable fact, how little Joshua says to his own credit, how carefully
he exclud;es self from the book, which to my mind is one of the most
convincing proofs that the bo<;>k was written by him. Nothing but
Divine grace'could enable any man to write down his successes as
Joshua did. Joshua never exalts himself, but he does make a record
of how God exalted him, and he gives all the glory of his courage and
all the glory of his exploits which he presently as a warrior accomplished-he .gives all the praise to the Lord God of the whole earth---:
not only Israel's Qod. 1 notice how when he gives commandment.
here to the children of Israel about the priests taking the Ark and
goingdown into the bed of the Jordan, which would be miraculously
divided, it is the Ark of the Lord of all the earth. He would have them
remember that the God Who is about to work this mighty miracle
had dominion throughout the Whole world, that he was not the God
only of that particular nation, but that all the nations were "as a
drop of a bucket." The Lord Whom we serve, and the God Whom
grace has taught us'to love, is the God of the whole earth. "The
earth is the Lord's, and'the fulness thereof," and therefore all circumstances and events, all created powers and intelligences must necessarily be subject to His sceptre and His sovereign will. And if that
sovereign will and that glorious sceptre of righteousness' be engaged
on our behalf, all things must work together for good, and we must
leave in His hands to accomplish His promises, but meanwhile let
us lean on the promises. The Lord is His Own Interpreter and He
will make plain how He is with us, and as He was with Joshua, and
as He likewise was with Moses, so He will be with us. These little
words "as" and "so" are full of deep spiritual significance. "As
I was with Moses "-=-there is a subject for you to think out. How
was He with Moses when he was a little helpless infant 1 How was
He with Moses 1 And why was Moses called Moses 1 I am leaving
these questions with you to think out. And then how was He with
Moses in the palace of Pharaoh 1 and how was He with Moses in
_the wilderness in the back parts of the desert, and when he returned
to Egypt to face all those marvellous difficulties which were enough
to sink the stoutest heart 1 How was God' with His servant all
through those times of discourageprent when visit after visit was paid
to tpe court of Pharaoh, and he would not let the people go 1 And
how~was the Lord with Moses on that night, never to be forgotten,
when they came out of Egypt, and Egypt was glad at their departing 1
And how was Hewith Moses on the borders of the Red Sea 1 And
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how was He with Moses when ~hey journeyed through the deep upon
Iiry land ~ And how was He with Moses when on the salvation side
of the Red Sea they sang of salvation, and praise went up to the Lord ~
And how was the Lord with Moses through the subsequent forty
years in the wilderJ;l.ess ~ Now," As I was with Moses,so I will be
with thee "-this is the property, the commoJ;l. property, of God's
redeemed people, of all who belong to Jesus, the true Joshua.
May the Lord add blessing to His Word for Christ's sake.

By

SERMONETTE.
"RISEN
WITH CHRIST."
,
THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A.,

B.'D.

" If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, whm'e
Christ s'itteth on the n:ght.hand of God."-COLOSSIANS iii. 1.

IT is the teaching of Holy Scripture that the believing people of God
chosen in Him before the foundation of the world, a)1d given to Him
by the Father, as the One who became responsible for their salvation,
are one with Him their living Head, even as the head and members
of the natural body are one. "As the body is one, and hath many
members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one
body, so also is Christ." "For we are members of His body l' (1 Cor.
xii. 12; Eph. v. 30). This is by the power of the Spirit of God. "For
by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body . . . and, have been
all made to drink into one Spirit" (1 Cor. xii. 13). What a wonderful
truth! What a manifestation of love!
" Lord Jesus, are we one with Thee,
a height I a depth of love I
With Thee we died upon the tree,
In Thee we live above."
All the members of the true Church died with Christ. Their sins
were laid upon Him, and they became "the righteousness of God in,
.Him" (2 Cor. v. 21).
By virtue of this union) moreover, they are risen with Him (Col. iii.
1; Eph. ii. 6). Hence the Apostle Paul could say, "I have been
crucified with Christ; yet I live; and yet no longer I, but Christ
liveth in me" (Gal. ii. 20, R.V.).' "Risen with Christ" the true believer
has, in Him, "wisdom an!! righteousness, and sanctification, and
redemption, that according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him
glory in the Lord" (1 Cor. i. 30, 31).
Furthermore, he who is" risen with Christ" lives a new life in practical
experience; and godly conduct. Being sadly conscious how far short
he comes of living and exhibiting the life of faith, he will heed the
inspired exhortations of the Scriptures, such as those which form the
text of this Sermonette : " If then ye wererraised together with Christ,
seek the things that are above, where Christ is; seated on the right hand
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of God. Set your mind on the things that are above,.no~ on the things
that are upon the earth. For ye died, and your life is hid with Christ
in God. When Christ, Who is our life, shall be manifested, then shall
ye also with Him be manifested in glory. Mortify therefore your
members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, passion,
evil desire, and covetousness, the which is idolatry; for which things'
sake cometh the wrath of God upon the sons of disobedience" (Col. iii.
1-6, R.V.).
The man who is born from above, and believes the revealed truth
that he is risen with Christ, desires to follow·the example and precepts
of the Lord Who redeemed him, and Who said, "If ye love Me, ye
will keep My commandments" (John xiv. 15, R.V.), and whose apostle
wrote: "He that saith 'he abideth in Him ought himself also so to
. walk even as He walked" (1 John ii. 6).

MY MEDI'rATION.
of John Newton's letters in the" Cardiphonia " is entitled-" An
answer to the Question, In what manner are we to expect the Lord's
promised guidance, to influence our judgments, and direct our steps
in the path of duty?" The letter begins-" It is well for those who
are duly sensible of their own weakness and fallibility,and of the difficulties with which they are surrounded in life, that the Lord has
promised to guide His people with His eye, and to cause them to hear
a word behind them saying, This is the way, walk ye in it, when they
are in danger of turning aside either to the right hand or the left. For
this purpose He has given us the written Word to be a lamp to our feet,
and encouraged us to pray for the teaching of the Holy Spirit, that we
may rightly understand and apply it." Thus it begins: it is nearly
five pages long, and ends: "Therefore they are not impatient, because
tiley believe, they will not make haste, but wait daily upon Him in
prayer: especially when they find their hearts most engaged in any
purpos,e or pursuit, they are most jealous of being deceived by appearances, and dare not move farther nor faster than they can perceive His
light shining upon their paths. I express at least their desire, if )lot
the~r attainment: thus they would be. And though there are seasons
when faith languishes, and self too much prevails, this is their general
'disposition, and the Lord Whom they serve, does not disappoint their
expectations. _He leads them by a right way, preserves them from a
thousand snares, and satisfies them that He is and will be their Guide,
even unto death." (Excuse; dear reader, the length of the extract.)
The middle of :the epistle is taken up with disparagements of those
methods of trying to find out what the will of the Lord is by methods
not in accordance with His revelation, and amongst others, Newton
mentions that of opening the Bible at a venture, in the hope of finding
something to direct the way, in the first verse that the eye lights on.
(He would not, I am sure, include in his criticism; the look of anguished
ONE
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need to which the Comforter Himself responds by directing the soul
to a word in season for those who are weary.) It was not in either of
these frames of mind that I turned to the New Testament one day to
see what incident in the Lord'illife I should first·come across, in response
to these words, " My meditation of Him shall be sweet." It must be
impossible to meditate in a living spiritual way on the Christ of God,
the Son of the Father in truth and love, and find no sweetness in it,
How little one does think of Him, how much of one's own burdens and
disconsolations and disqualifications, one's evil, it may be, and power~
lessness to rise to, and come at the peace that passes understanding.
Whe.n David said, "My meditation of Him shall be sweet," he was
on his high places. No waters were going over his soul, or iniquities
prevailing, no enemies were exacting nor son of wickedness afflicting,
but he was blessing God Who laid the foundations of the earth and
Whose glory endures for ever, Who was his own God. David's meditation was sweet then, and the enjoyment was pledge of more to come;
for God's grapes do not grow solitarily in Eschol, and if we have tasted
that He is gracious, we shall yet eat, 0 friends, and drink abundantly,
whatever our destitutions may be between. I opened .at Luke xiii.,
verse 31, and read the Lord's answer to the Pharisees who advised Him
to leave the place for fear of Herod. He told them to go ang. tell the
fox of His almighty power, in casting out devils, of His gentleness and
mercy in healing the sick. Re knew of the work that was before Him;
and of His suffering and death. He knew of the judgment that was
to fall upon His own divinely loved Jerusalem for all that she had
done to His holy prophets and to Himself, but there was an " until"
to her desolation and a blessing in the Name of the Lord. ,
At first it did not feel as if it could be e,xactly a " sweet" meditation.
But God brings honey out {)f the rock, and ~>ut of the strong sweetness.
How undaunted the Lord was by the opposition of those who hated
Him. How ceaselessly He did the will of Him Who sent Him, taking
our infirmities and healing our sicknesses. How just and true in His
judgments, that even His beloved Jerusalem might not escape her
terrible deserts. But she was His own city still, .and would see. Him
again in blessing. He did not excuse or palliate her iniquity. Joseph,
ages before, had not kept it from his brethren that he knew of all their
cruelty and sin; but he forgave them and fell on their necks and kissed
them, and after that they ta.lked with him. What a comfort it is to
know that in all our confusions and needs the Lord knows and sees all.
He does not ignore the sin of His people. He forgives it, and it was
of Him Who sent the message to Herod and Who wept over Jerusalem
that David spoke when He blessed the Lord Who forgave all his iniquities, healed all his diseases, redeemed his life from destruction, and
crowned him with lovingkindness and tender mercy. "Comfort ye,"
the Lord says, "comfort ye My people-speak ye comfortably to
Jerusalem," for her warfare is accomplished, her iniquity is pardoned.
FOLLOWER-ON.
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SATAN'S WILES.

. i

" The dev'il . . . walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: whom
resist steadfast in the faith" (1 PETER v. 8, 9).

solemn words of warning were never more needed than they are
to-day. It is most necessary to bear in mind that the Holy Spirit
entrusted this message of warning to one who had learned its importance
from personal experience.
.
, There are at lea,flt two dozen different expressions used in Scripture
to describe the devil, and amongst this large number two stand out
prominently as illustrating the extreme lengths to which the devil
. will go in his cruel efforts to wound, where he cannot destroy. Thus,
in 2 Corinthians xi. 14, it is stated, " Satan himself is transformed into
an angel of light," and it is immediately added, "therefore it is no
great thing if his ministers also be transformed as ministers of righteous'
.
ness." ( .
It must not be supposed from these words that the devil is actually
and literally' to be seen walking in person upon this earth, but it is to
be understood that, being a Spirit, he can influence men and women's
minds; wills and affections, and so works upon them that he persuades
men and women to think that evil is good, and good is evil, that darkness
is light and light is darkness (see Isa. v. 20). Satan is never more
successful in this awful work than when he uses ministers of religion
to propagate, or promote such errors and false teachings as are being
preached from many pulpits to-day. It was as "an angel of light"
that the devil wrought in: Peter and stirred him up to " rebuke" the
Lord Jesus and strive to prevent the Lord carrying out His gloriou&
work of Salvation. The devilled Peter to think he was giving good
and kind advice to the Lord, whereas, if the advice could have been
-followed, it would have entailed. the eternal ruin and loss of the whole
human race. Is it to be wondered at that the Lord" said unto Peter,
Get thee behind Me, Satan; thou art an offence unto Me " (Matt. xvi.
21-23) ?
It was as " an angel of light" that the devil appeared unto the Lord
in the wilderness and affected to be pitiful and compassionate, and
suggested to Him that instead of trusting God, He could take matters
into His own hands and thus escape the trial He was passing through.
The Lord's method of dealing with the devil was that which He, by
the Holy Spirit, directs all His followers to adopt. "He resisted the
devil, steadfast in the faith, using the Sword of the Spirit, which is the
Word of God" (Matt. iv. 1-11; 1 Pet. v. 9; Eph. vi. 17). "Get thee
hence, Satan " were the Lord's words, in conjunction with His appeal
to Scripture, and with this resistance' Satan fled.
In contrast to his' action in appearing as " an angel of light," Satan
has again and again proceeded to the opposite extreme. He has exhibited himself" as a roaring lion, walking about, seeking whom he
may devour." Again let it be explained that these words are a figure
of speech. Literal lions did not sit with the pagan persecutors of thlol
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true 'Christians in early days., nor did literal lions sit with anti-christian
prelates in the middle ages when they condemned 9-od-fearing, Christredeemed men and women to prison or the stake. Literal lions diq.
not take part in later days with those who fined and imprisoned God's
witnesses, but in each case the devil had stirred up men to act in the
manner of ferocious lions determined to crush their prey.
. Ahithophel (2 Sam. xvi. 23) is a remarkable instance of a man undet
the power of the devil and made to appear as " an angel of light." Hi!!
counsel was such that all sorts. of people regarded him as a man who
spoke the Word of God. He had been David's counsellor (2 Sam. xv,
12), He turned over to Absalom the traitor. What could David do 1
He used the spiritual weapon (2 Cor. x. 4) of prayer-he resisted this
devil-misled man with steadfast faith in God (2 Sam. xv. 31), and when
disappointment and wounded pride came upon Ahithophel, he took his
own life (2 Sam. xvii. 23). God gives men warning to resist the devil,
and He shows men the awful consequences of submitting to the devil.
There are many" Ahithophels "to-day, .Men who profess to serve
God, and all the while are doing the work of the devil.
How needful the warning" let him that thinketh he standeth take
heed lest he fall". (1 Cor. x. 12). When Peter said to the Lord,
" Though I should die with Thee, yet will I not deny Thee" (Matt,
xxvi. 35), he thought he was standing firm and secure, but when oneapparently. a slave girl-taunted him with being one of the Lord's.
disciples, he flatly denied that he knew Him (Ma.tt. xxvi. 69-75).
In His great love ~he Lord had very specially prayed for Peterl and
He said to Peter, "When thou art converted "-a changed man, no
longer trusting in yourself, but in Me-when you are this, then,
" strengthen thy brethren" (Luke xxii. 32).
Thus it appears that the Lord sends this message, "Res.ist the
, devil, Be steadfast in the faith," by the instrumentality of His servant
Peter, in order that all the Lord's true children may be strengthened to
act accordingly. As suitable material food partaken of by the literal
. body strengthens it, so the "wholesome words of our Lord Jesus
Christ" (1 Tim. vi. 3), laid hold of by faith and received into the will
and affections, s.trengthen and nourish the spiritual life.
Looked at from this, the only safe standpoint, how important are
all the words of the Lord Jes.us., whether spoken by Himself or communicated by the Holy Spirit to the pen-men of Scripture to be
.
committed to writing.
. It has. been said by one in former times. that there are only two
things the devil fears. First, the atoning work of the Lord Jesus,
Bometimes. referred to as "the Blood of Chris.t" (Eph. ii. 13), and
s.econd, the Infallible Word of God,termed " the Sword of the Spirit"
(Eph. vi. 17). The importance of these two weapons cannot be exaggerated.
The attacks of the devil are termed "afllictions" (1 Pet. v. 9),
and afflictions. are painful. The Weapon that will ward off the attack
ofthe enemy is also (to change the figure) a healing Balm (Jer. viii. 22),
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H~Who is the Greatbaptain of Salvation is also the Good Physician
(Heb. ii. 10; Matt. ix. 12), and He gives His Word to heal as well as
to be used for food and for fighting.
No weapon but the Word of God is of any real and lasting value in
the conflict with the powers of darkness. Satan has more desperate
cleverness than all the unaided wisdom of men heaped together. No
were human arguments can overcome the devil. But what man cannot of himself do, has been done by the Lord Jesus, and He will bring
off conquerors all who do put their trust in Him (Rom. viii. 37 and
Heb. ii. 14).
. There cannot be that true trust in Him, which the Lord requires,
unless there be with it a firm, steadfast, unshakable adherence to His
Holy Word, that" Word which endureth for ever" (1 Pet. i.25).

P. I. B.
UNFAILING FAITHFULNESS.
THE unfailing faithfulness of God is fully illustrated in the history
of His chosen people Israel. He promised to give them the land of
Canaan, He promised to give them rest, and He promised to
give them victory over their enemies. These great promises are
referred to by Joshua in the closing part of the twenty-first
chapter of his book, and we are told, "There failed not ought
of any good thing which the Lord had spoken unto the house
of Israel; all came to pass." The Lord eventually gave to them
the land which He had promised. He .gave it to them after long
delay. The promise was given to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, but
more than four hundred years were to elapse before its fulfilment.
The three great patriarchs were to die, their descendants were to be
in bondage in Egypt, the long wilderness experiences had to be passed
through, and then at last" The Lord gave unto Israel all the land
which He sware to give unto their fathers." We can imagine some
of God's people wondering whether He would ever fulfil His promise,
but, though long delayed, the promise was 'fulfilled to the letter. In
our own experiences delays are never denials. Whatever God hath
really promised He will certainly perform. Faith may be tested, but
the Divine faithfulness will never fail. The Lord gave the promised
land after He had redeemed those to whom it was promised. "I will
redeem you with a stretched-out arm, and with great judgments;
and I will take you to me for a people, and I will be to you a God.
. . . . And I will bring you in unto the land, concerning the which
I did swear to give it to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob." So the
spiritual Israel are first redeemed, called and separated, ere they enter
upon the heavenly inheritance. They only "receive the adoption
of sons" as a result of their being redeemed by God's Son. Then,
being sons, they are heirs, and are destined for" the kingdom which
He hath promised to them that love Him." Their title to glory is
the blood of the Lamb, in which they have been washed and made
white.
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The Lord gave the land to His people after they had many wilderness
tJ:'ials. Yet during that period they had the pillar of cloud by day
and the pillar of fire by night. They had bread. from heaven and
water from the rock. They had deliverance from the Amalekites. So
with the Israel of God, there is a wilderness experience, but its trials
are mixed with many mercies, ?ond many exhibitions of the faithfulness
of God.
.
The Lord gave Israel the land in spite of all their sins. The Lord
gave them not this good land to possess it for their righteousness;
for they were a stiff-necked people. So the final and complete salvation
of the Israel of God will take place not on the ground of works of
righteousness which they have done, but it will be according to God's
rich mercy and grace.' All the redeemed of the Lord must ever say,
" Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy name give glory."
The second great promise to Israel was a promise of rest. "The
Lord gave them rest round about, according to all that He sware unto
their fathers." Moses said to them " Ye~re not as yet come to the
rest and to the inheritance, which the Lord your God giveth you."
Eventually, however, they entered upon this rest. They had rest
from Egyptian bondage and affliction, rest from the trials of the
wilderness, and the land had rest from war. So the Lord gives rest
to the spiritual Israel. There is rest for those who are burdened with
sin. The Lord invites all such to come unto Him and He says, "I
will give you rest" and" Ye shall find rest unto your souls." There
is rest and peace of mind as a result of trusting wholly in Him. "Thou
wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee: because
he trusteth in Thee." There is final rest from alltrouble and persecution. "To you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus
shall be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels." We are
assured that" There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God."
The third great promise which the Lord gave to Israel yrasa promise
of victory over their enemies. "He shall deliver their kings into thine
hapd, and thou shalt destroy their name from under heaven: there
shall no man be able to stand before thee until thou have destroyed
them." Joshua bore testimony to the fulfilment of this great promise.
He said, " There stood not a man of all their enemies before them:
the Lord delivered all their enemies into their hand." Their enemies
were mighty, numerous and formidable, yet Jehovah's right hand,
and His arm, and the light of His. countenance secured for them the
victory. The spiritual Israel are also assured of victory over their
spiritual enemies. They wrestle against principalities and powers in
heavenly places, yet the whole armour of God is provided for them,
and strong in the Lord and in the power of His might they are enabled
to stand against the wiles of the devil. The Lord gave to Israel many
other promises besides these' three, and there failed not ought of any
good thing which He had spoken unto the house of Israel. "All came
to pass." Israel's God is our God and He is still unfailingly faithful
to all His promises.
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THE OXFORD MOVEMENT AND MUSIC.
(FROM: " By THE WAY," IN The English Chw'chman, MARcH 16TH, 1933.)
IT is many years since I last visited All Saints', Margaret Street, but.
having need to refer to their annual financial statement, I went up
there a week or so ago in order to purchase a copy. The first thing
which struck me on entering was that for so wealthy and celebrated
a church the building is comparatively small. The second was the
gloom of the interior, which even surpasses that of St. Alban's, Holborn.
We are being told ad nauseam to-day of the dark and gloomy churches
that were to be found everywhere until the Oxford Movement came
along and swept them away! I wish that those Evangelicals who
swallow that myth would pay a visit to All Saints or to other churches
which could be named and test it for themselves.
Needless to say, the spiritual atmosphere...is in keeping. There were
a number of penitents waiting for the clergyman, who was hearing
confessions in the darkest corner, though the only man in the church
besides myself was a church attendant who ducked his head in the
usual perfunctory way every time he passed in front of the" altar."
It was of interest to note that the choir school attached to the church
costs £1250 a year to maintain, and the adult choir and music another
£860. In view of the needs of the poorer parishes which the AngloCatholics are reputed to have so much at heart, and the needs of the
mission field to which they are at last awakening, £2110 i\ year seems
rather a lot to spend on the musical delectation of a single fashionable
congregation. And there are scores, if not hundreds, of Anglo-Catholic
parishes where the amount which the congregation spend on themselves
is out of all proportion to what they spend on others.
After writing this it occurred to me that it might be as well to test
it by comparing the amount which is spent each year at All Saints on
the upkeep of the church and its services with their total contributions
to home and foreign missions during the same period. The result is
even more illuminating. Neglecting the deficit brought forward, the
expenditure incurred within the year on the upkeep of the Church and
its services an~ the maintenance of the assistant clergy and. of various
parochial organizations amounted to .approximately £4700. The gifts
to home and foreign missions passing through the Church accounts
during,the same period amounted to £956. In other words, the congregation of All Saints? Margaret Street, spent last year five times as much
on the upkeep of theiI: Church as they gave to home and foreign missions.
" BETTER have God for your guardian, than the Bank of England for
your possession."-C. H. Spurgeon. ,
.
"THE Scriptures teach that the believer is justified solely on the
ground of the righteousness of Christ imputed to him and received
by faith alone; that C4rist has rendered a full satisfaction in behalf
of all who with true faith believe on Him."-Prof. T. C. Johnson.
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a heart to call upon him, yet to us there is a peculiar suitableness in
beginning and closing the day with prayer :in the morning to acknow~edge His goodness in: our preservation through the night, and entreat
His presence and blessing on our persons and callings in the course of
the, day i and at night to praise Him for the mercies of the day past,
to h,um,hle ourselves before Him for what has been amiss, to wlloit on
Him for a ren!!wed manifestion of His pardoning love, and t<;l~o~mit
ourselves and our concerns to His care and protection while we,Sl~ep.
You will of course choose those hours when you arelea.st liable,to, pe
incommoded by the calls of business, and when the family can asse~l>le
with the most con~eIJ.jence;, only I would observe that it greatly
preserves regulllirity and good order in a house, to· keep constantly Ito
the, same hours whe~lit is practicable; and likewise that it is best not
to defer evening prayer till late, if it can be well avoided, lest some
who join in the exercise, and perhaps the person himself, who leads in
it, should be ,too weary or sleepy to give a due attention. Onthis
account I should advise to have family prayer before.,supper, where
people have the choice ,and disposal of their own hours.
'
I think, with you, that it is very expedient lJ,nd proper that reading
a ,portion of the Word of God should be ordinarily a part of our family
worship; so likewise, to sing a hymn or psalm, or part of Ol),e, at
discretion; provided there are some persons in the family who have
enough of a musicalear and yoice, to conduct the singing in a tolerable
manne:t~ ; otherwise perhaps it may be better omitted.• If you read
and sing, as well as pray, care should be taken that the combined
services do not run into an inconvenient length.
The chief thing t,o be attended to is that it may be a spiritualservice ;
and the great evil to be dreaded and guar4ed against in the exercise
of every duty that returns frequently upon us;' is formality. , ' If a,
stated course of family prayer is kept up as c()Ustantly in its se~son
a~, the striking of the clock,it IIl.ay come in time to be almost as mechariicll.lly performed, unless we ,are .continually looking to the Lord to keep
our" hearts alive. . It most frequently happens that one or more
:p:lembers of ,It family are unconve,rted persons. '. When there. are'suQh
present, 'a .great regard should be hlld to them, and everythingcolldueted
with a. view to their edification, that they may not,l>e disgusted or
wearied, or tempted to think that it isJittle more than the fashion or
c~stom of.the house; which, willprQb;tbly be the case, unless the
master of the family. is livdyand earnest in the performance of the
duty, and likewise circumspect and consistent in every part of his
behaviour at other times. By leading in the. wor&hip, of God, before
cI,;ildren, servants, or strangers, a man gives bond (as it were) for his
behaviollr, and lI'dds strength to every other motive which shQuld
e.q.gage him to "abstain from all appearance of evil." It should be
a;cpnstant check upon our language and tempers in the presence of
our f\lomilies, to consider that we began the day, and propose to end ,
itW'ith them" in prayer. The Apqstle Peter uses this argument to
influeI).ce the conduct of husbands and :wives towards each other;
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and it ill equally llopplicable to all the members of a family: "That
your prayers be not hindered"; that is either prevent!ld and cut
off, or despoiled of all life and efficacy, by the ferment of sinful passions.
On the other hand, the proper exercise of family prayer, when recommended by llo suitable deportment, isa happy means of instructing
children ,and servllonts ill the grea.t truths of religion, and softening
their prejudices, and inspiring them with a temper of respect and
affection, which wilLdi!\pose them to cheerful obedience, and make
them unwilling to grieve or offend. In this instance, as in every other,
we may observe that the Lord's commands to His people ,are not
arbitrary appointments, but that, so far as they are conscientiously
complied with, they have an evident tendency and suitljoblenesll tp
promote'our own advantage. He requires us to acknowledge Himin
our families, for our own sakes; not because He has need of our pOOl'
services, but because we have need of His blessing, and without the
influence of His grace (which is promised to all who seek it) are sure to
be unhappy in ourselves and in all our connections.
When husband and wife are happily partakers ,of the same faith,
it seems expedient, and for their mutual good,- that, besides their
private devotions, and joining in family prlloyer, they should prlloy
together.. They have ma.ny wants, mercies, anll concerns in common
with elloCh other, and distinct from the rest of the bmily. The manner
in which they should improve a little time in this joint exercise, cannot
well pe described by a third person; yet I will venture to suggest one
thing, and the rather, as I do not remember to have .met with it in
print. I conceive that it may prove much to their comfort ,to pray
alternately, not only the husband with and for the wife, but the wife
with llond for the husban.d. The' Spirit of God l by the apostle, has
expressly restrained women from the exerci&~,of spiritual gifts in public,
but I apprehend th~ practice I am speaking of can no ,way intedere
with thllot restriction. I suppose them in private together, and then
I judge it to be equally right and proper for .either of' them to pray
with the other. Nor' do I meet anything in St•.Paul's writings to
prevent my thinking that if he had been a JParried man, he would,
tJ10ugh an apostle, have been glad of the prayers of his wife.. If you
ask how often they should pray together, I think theoft,ener; the
better, provided it ~oes not break ill upon their duties; ,once 'llo' day at
leallt i and if there is' a choice 9£ hours, it might be as ~ell. at sOql,e
distance. from their other seasons of worship. But I would observe,
as before, that in ma.tters not expressly' commanded, :pru~eru;e_ and
experience must direct.
.
Happy i!3 tbt .family where the worship ·of God. i.s constantly and
conscientiop.sly maintained. Such houses are temples in which the
Lord dWells, and castles garrisoned by a Divine power, I do not say
that by honouring God in your house" you will wholly escape a share
i~ the trials incident to the present uncertain s,tate of things. A
measU,re of such trials will be necessary for the exercise and manifesta-·
tion of your graces, to give you a more convincing proof of the truth
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and"s:weetness of the promises made to a tiIn~ of affliction, to' mortify
the body, of sin, and to wean you more· effectually from the world.
lJut thi.s I will' confidently say, that the .Lord 'rill bbth honour and
coInfort' those wHo thus honour Him:: Seasons will o6cur in 'which
yoush,all know, and probably your' neighboutsshaU be 'constrained
to take 'notice, that He has not bid you seek Him in vain. If you
meet with troubles, they. shall b~ accompanied by sy.pports,'and
followed by deliverance: and you shall, 'upon many occasions,experi.
ence that He is your Protector, preserving you and yotirs from the
evils by which you will see others suffering around you.
"
I have rather exceeded the limits I proposed, and therefore shall
only.add a request, that in your addresses to the throne of grace you
will~emembe'r, etc.
'

TRUE LOVE~
"IN one of my early journeyings, I came with my companions to a
heathen village ori the banks of the Orange River.' Wehad travelle'd
far, and wl:jre hungry and thirsty and fatigued, but the people of the
Villa.ge rather roughly directed us to halt at ai distance. We asked for
water,' but they would not supply it. I offered three or four buttons
left on'my jacket for.a little milk, but was refused.· We had the prospect
of another hungry night, and at a distance from water, though within
sight of the river.
,
,
. "When twilight drew. on, a wOman approached from the heights
beyond which, the viHagl'! lay. She. bore on her head a bundle of wood,
and had a' vessel Of milk in her hand, the latter, without opening hllI:
lips, she' handed to US, laid down the' wood, a.nd rE,lturried to phe
village~ In a short time she came back, with a cooking vessel
'her head, and a leg· of mutton in one hand, arid 'a vessel of water
in the' other.
'
.
"She'sat dowp,and without uttering a word began to preparE,l a fire
and put on the mea~. We asked her again 'and again who and what she
was. She remained' silent till we earnestly entreated she would, give us
,.some .reason for such ki~dness to strangers.
.
"Then the tears began totrickle'down her sable cheeKsian.Q. sh~ said,
, I love HIM' Whose s~rvants you are, and it is. my duty to' give YQu
a .cupof cold water iIJ. His Name. My heart is full, I ca,nnot speak the
joy I feel, to see you in this out:of-the-worldplace;'
."
"On learning her history, that she was' a solitl)ory light b~rnin.g in
a dark spot, I asked her how it ~as that in th~ entire absence of
Christian intercourse, and living am,ongst those who, knew not God,
the life .and power of Divine Love was kept alive in: her soul. 'She drew
froni her bosom a copy of the Dutch New Testament, which she had
, receiyed' ftom :Mr. H~lemn, when in his school in years past. 'This,'
said she, 'is the fountain whence I drink; this is the oil that makes
my lamp to burn.' "-Dr-. Moffatt.
'
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PEACE· Am> STRENGTH.
By DR. F. W·. KRUMMACHER.

,:.,

Ri's hot one and the same thing, my friends, to say, " God gives me
peace," arid' ,to say:, ," G?d is my peace." If God gives me, peace,
the, proud waves of my soul subside, the storm is allayed, the con~
, , f1:agrationis extinguished, a still sm'all voice, as from the top of Horeb,
breathes t~roughmy spirit, and ,the spices diffuse their precious odours
iri my garden. But if the tempest should still rage in the firmament
of my animal soul; if 'it 'should thunder and lighten in all directions;
if conscience accuse, the flesh betebellious, iny thoughts reproach
me, arid the fiery darts of 'the wicked one be hurled through my
recoiling spirit; if I am tr6ubled on every side, yet not dis.tressed ;
petple~ed, but not in despair; if, lifted in the chariot of faith aQove
tp.e tuinult, I hold fast by the glorious sufferings of my Lord; if .I
save myself in the recollection; that He is'the God, " Yea and Amen,"
keeping ,Covenant with a thousand generations, and lay up the weatherworn and shattered bark of my mind in that haven of faith, the .free
grace of God,casting anchor under the rocky shelter of the unchangeable promises-then, yes then, Jehovah is my peace. The slmle
difference of meaning applies to the expressions; "God strengthens
me," and" God is ~y strength." If God strengthen me, then,through
His grace, I ,experience within me a Divine power, by, which I can
accomplish ,.something, and feel myself arrayed and armed with ,a'
courageous' and' joyful spirit; I smile at partition-walls that would
confine me, and at barric\lodes' that would ex<;lude me, and I fear
nothing. But if, finding nothing but weakness in my soul, and
trembling at the sight of the danger that surrounds ,me, and at the
immense II).ountains of difficulties. which lie before' me ;-yet, with'
all the :shtinking of nature; I advanee with holy boldness ;tdmeet
them, hoping 'on against reason and feeling, in simple faith on Him
Who is eternally near, Who will go with me, and to Whom it is an
, easy thing to rebuke, with a word; the ocea~'s waves, and to th~a~h
~~e mountains so that ,they. shall become a: plain; and if I walk by
faith on the:wav,es of 'nature's terrors, destitute.of courage and yet
a .hero, out of weakness made str<!ng, and out of despondency. valiant
----:'then I can exult and s!j.y, "God is my strength~';, and my feet
are placed upon a rock. What a' wonderful thing ,is faith, :which laY'S
hold of power to do all things, through Christ strengthening us;
which brings man who isa w6rm~ into fellowship with the Father
and wi.th His Son Jesus Christ, and is the means whereby strength
is ordained; and praise perfected out of the mouths' of babes and
sucklings !-(Elijak tke Tishbite, pp. 5, 6.)
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LET everything have its right place. God on the throne of undisputed
Sovreignty ;. Christ in the heart, entp,roned in grateful love ;. the sinner
in the dust prostrate before the cross.-H. M'Neile.
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A PRAYING MAN.
A SPIRITUAL man will be found to be a praying man; this is a test.
He has a voice in his prayer: "H~ar my voice in my prayer," said the
psalmist; "attend unto my breathing. Let my ,prayer be set before
Thee as incense, and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice."
When the hands of Moses were held up, Amalek was defeated;: ,when
they hung down by weariness, Amalek prevailed. That Scripture ~ells
us that there is an ordained connection between prayer and victory;
and Christ's words confirm it. When the disciples were unable to cast
the devil out of the child whose father brought him to them, and Christ
did <;a.st out the devil, the disciples said, " Why could not we cast him
out 1:' And the Lord said, ," This kind goeth not out but by prayer
and fasting." If you, have no prayer, you will always be a victim to
sin, the world, and the devil. If you have .prayer,you will overcome.
It is good whe,n you are enabled to ask large things. One king was told
to shoot arrows out of the open window, and he shot three arrows and
stayed. And the prophet stamped his foot in displeasure, and said,
" You .should have shot more; then you would have had greater
victory."
Ha.ve you ever felt that there is any connection between lack of
prayer and the prevalence of sin 1 Between much prayer and much
mercy shown to you l' A ma.il of God has this distinguishing feature
from. time to time : God tells him what to do, and gives him pow~r,to
do it. "Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it." "Call upon Me in
the day of trouble; I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me."
How many of us have ever glorified God because of answers to prayer 1
The psalmist inone psalm said he.loved the Lord : "I love the Lord" ;
and-the reason given is this: "Because, He hath heard my voice and
my Bupplica.tion." And he was encouraged to continue in that course:
" Because He bath inclined His ear unto me, therefore will I call upon
Him as long as I live.". This is one way in which the saints delight
themselves in the Lord. You, dear young people, if there is any d~s
position in you to seek God, this way is'set open-" Seek, a.nd ye shall
find." And if you have a spiritual mind within you, that will be .one
way.in which it will walk and work.
May the Lord make this solemn word a good word to us. May we be
among the askers, and the seekers, and the knockers. If it be so, we
shall have to do with God, and God will not say, " I will have nothing
to do: with you." No. He says; " I will give you what you ask; yo~
shall find what you seek; you shall get an entrance ,through that Door
into My,presence, because you have knocked by My good 'Spirit."Mr. J. K. Popham.
" AT the present day the testimony of the rocks is a.bsolutely destructive of all evolution theories that have hitherto been advanced."J ames Knight, M.A., D.Se., F.R.8.E., in " The Evangelical Quarterly,"
January; 1933.
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moung .foUtS' lPage.
"ONE THING."

SEVERAL times in the Scriptures these two little words occur together,
and my young, readers will find it a' help, I hope, to see the various
connections in which they occur. Twice they are used in reference
to quiet waiting upon God, and listening to His Voice. In St. Luke
x. 42, we -read of the Lord Jesus saying, " One tking is needful." He
was speaking to Martha, who was troubled,that her sister had left 4er
to serve 'alone. The Lord showed her that Mary had chosen the good
part, the one thing needful in sitting at His feet to learn of Him. Then,
in Psalm xxvii. 4, we read, " One thing have I desired of the Lord, that
will I seek after; that I may dwell ill the ho~se of the Lord all the days
of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in His
temple." May the Holy Spirit'put into our heart~ longing desires to
be in touch with the Lor-d all the day, our hearts going out in love
I
to Him, and in earnest prayer.
"One thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see" (John ix. 25).
The man born blind to whom the Lord Jesus had given sight used
these words. He boldly testified to the almighty power of Christ, Who
had given him sight. Can you say just as surely that you have received
spiritual sight, because you now see the Lord Jesus Christ as Jour
Saviour and Lord ~
, "One thing thou lackest." These solemn words were spoken by
Jesus to the rich young ruler, who prided himself on having kept the
commandments ever since boyhood. His heart, however, was not
right with God. He had, no love to God, and therefore noreallove to
men. His riches came between his soul and God, from Whom all his
wealth had come.
It was the Apostle Paul who wrote" This one thing I do." His
whole heart and mind were set on doing God's will. He was willing
to spend and be spent, to brave danger and peril, and to suffer loss for
Christ as he earnestly pressed forward in the Heavenly race. May we
be enabled to forget the things which are behind, and to reach forward
to the joys that await us, when our service here is ended. ,
/' Not one thing hath failed of all the good things, which the Lord
your God spake concerning you" (Josb. xxiii. 14). ' The Lord's faithful
and honoured servant (Joshua) used these words when addressing the
elders of Israel, their judges and their officers, a short time before his
death., What lovely testimony he thus bore to the Lord's faithfulness
to His promises! And every true child of God, in looking back, can
joyfully say the same.
.

"'rhis God is the God we adore,
Our faithful, unchangeable Friend;
. 'Whose love is as great ll-S His power,
And neither ,knows mell-sure nor end."
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Our last instance is given by the Apostle Peter, and the words contain
an hnportant truth. (2 Pet. iii. 8.) "Beloved, be ~ot ignorant o~ this
one t~ing, that one, day 'i~' with the Lord as a thousand years, a,nd a
thousand years as one day."
Eyidently some people had begun to be anxious as to when the Lord
Jesus would return according to promise to' take His people unto
. Himself. But Peter thus aSSUl'es them that there is no need for concern'.
Just as "when the fulness of the time waS com'e/' Heappea'red,the
first time, so at the right moment He ,will ~ppear,the second time in
glory and majesty. '
"~I
,!

"0 the joy to see Thee reigni~g,
, Thee my own beloved Lord;
Every tong ne, Thy name confessing;
Worship,' honour, glory, blessing,.
Brought to Thee with one accord.
Thee my Master ,and' my 'Friend,
, Vind~cated an<,l enthroned,
Unto earth's remotest end,
Glorified; adored, and owned."-(F. R. H.)

E. A. H.
'~
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" IF our religious ekperience does not correspond with ~h!lt of the
people of God, as detailed in the Scriptures, 'we cannot be true Chris~
tians. ' Unless we have felt as Paul felt, we have not the ,religion of
Paul, and cannot expect to share his rewai'd.';-l!r. Charles Bodge.
" THE number of the saved shall doubtless greatly exceed the number
, of the lost. Since the half of mankind die ,in infancy, and, according
to the P~otestant doctrine, are heirs. of salyation; and, since in'the
future state of the Church the knowledge of the Lord is to co~er the
earth, we have reason to believe that the lost shall bear to the saved
no greater proportion than the inmates of a prison do to the mass of
.the community.,".-(Dr. Charle$ Badge in his Commentary on Romans
v. 20,21.)
"
'"
" ,
,
',"
[We inseJ:t this as the view of one of the greatellt Calvinistic theologians
, of the nineteenth century.-EDIToR.]
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,
T;aE LATE ,MISS POOL' (" NETTlE ")"
(PRELIMINARY NOTICE.)

, '~O~RNEYING in the train pnMonday, April ~rd, 0:\1]: atte,ntion was
drawn to an obituary notice, in Xhe Times which read:,-- ,

r'

!,' "
·i;~i-I,'

-~ I1
"
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\
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r

"PooL~'-On M~t~h 31st, 193$, suddenly, at 13, Chesterfield Ro~d,'
St."Andt'ew's, Bristol, Anne (" Nettie") Pool, aged 81. CQn~
tributor to the G,<;>SPEL MAGAZINE' for upwards of thirty years.,
, Called, Chosen, Faithful.' "

The' news came as a great s;b.ock, but we could hardly think of it
as sad new's. 'We fint, so sure, from her regular contribution, to tIle
pages of this Magazine, that she was truly numbered amongst God's'
chosen, called and justified people, tha~ we had no doubt that, her
sudden removal meant' a sudden and quick translation to be with
her beloved Lord a,ndSaviour, which is far better than anyexperienoe
on earth.
Yet, we shall greatly miss her monthly contribution to this Magazine,
and her accompanying letter expressing the' prayer that the Lord
would use her message as a means of blessing to the readers.
, " Though we thus heard fro:tl1 her regularly ~or many years, we did
not really know her. On one occasion we were introduced to her;
but it w,as only a mome~tary iIlterview. ,For some months' past she
has mention,ed in hertetters that she wa.stroubled with defective
eyesight, but she nevertheless persevered in writing her mONthly
,contribution."
'
'
It is eVIdent from her monthly articles that she was fulloflove to,
our Lord Jesus Christ" To her He was indeed precious,." the Chiefest
among ten thousand,'" and the," altogether lovely." In ner 'last
'article, which appeared in the .April issue, she says: "Having finisp,ed
J)1r daily readings I longed for just something more from Himself."
Then she records how she ,took a little roll text from a box" ,to seek
for. another special assurance/' 'alld, the wqrds were, " I am with you
alway.".' The text, she says, "was like a refreshing draught."Ye't
she thirs,ted for more, and she says, " My heart glowed with joy"
she read another little text taken from the box. It was, " lam with
you to save you" (Jer. xlii. 11). "Couple these texts together," she
goes on to s~y,'''and you' will find more and more the sweetness 'of
,'them."
Her concluding words in her last article are l " These are very strange
days-days in which many hearts are failing for fear and for the
,things which are coming on the earth. But fear not, little flock,
your redemption,drawethnigh. He will come and save us. We are'
His property, and He is almighty, and He is ever watchful,ever
loving. Life,' hid with Christ in God,' , complete in Him,' is everlasting:

as
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'Your wants shall be His care.' Rejoice in Him always;" Thus she
closed a ministry in this Magazine of over thirty years'duration.
We thank God for the love which chose, redeemed and saved her,
and for the ,blessedness which is hers now. Down here' she rejoiced
that the Lord was with her, and she rejoiced to look for His glorious
appearing. Now she is with Him, in Whose .presence is fulness of
joy, and at Whose right hand are pleasures for evermore. "
A kind correspondent writes, ',' ·Wearein great sotrowov~r 'our
loss and bereavemen1r-a sorrow which will be ~elt by all the readers
of the Magazine, as well as very deeply by yourself. .Dear Miss Fool.'s
writings were so much valued. They came, as many felt, strlLightfrom'
her heart, and they spoke to the hearts.of her readers; and hedriendship, with its wealth of true sympathy and thpught, has been very
precious.. What a lovely Home~going it was~noillness,nor pain,
and all the circumstances so Divinely and· lovingly: ordered. HeI'
devoted friend and companion of many years said that when dear
Miss .·Pool,was going upstairs to bed.. the night before, she said to her,
'I have my subject for the GOSPEL MAGAZINE,' but did not mention
what it was."
Wehope to print a further notice of 'our dear sister in the Lord in
our June' issue.
.
What unspeakable joy is now hers! Her eyes behold the King in
His beauty.
.

ANNE POOL

(" NETTlE ").

THE request of the Editor to write an " In Memoriam " of. the late
Miss Pool confers at once a privilege and a responsibility; for it'is
hardly' possible to express adequately in the space of one or two pages
the graciousness and usefulness of the life now ganefrom us. That
" God moves in a mysterious way" is a truth recognized by all spirittaught children of God, and this truth is often seen in His dealings with
them. He sometimes leads by devious paths, but always with His
awn gracious purpose in view for ,the good of His chosen. This is
exemplified in the early years of "Nettie." She was born·and nurtured
ina godly homestead. Her father, Francis Pool, waSlm honoured.
resident af Wilmslow, Cheshire. He was an Evangelical Churchma,n
who knew and valued ,the teaching of the Thirty-nine Articles, and tlie
writer has more than once heard. " Nettie" say that he implor,ed.h~r
never to leave the dear old Church of England. He deplorel,l the
inroads of Romanism even in those, days, and it was a relief to.theane
whose memoir we now write to feel that her dear father never'lived to
see the apostasy which has now overtaken the National Church.
Her mother, who was of theWhittaker family of Wilmslow, was,
according to all the evidence we possess; most winsome,gentle, and
gracious. Into this atmosphere of love and ·grace Anne Pool was
born on April 28th, 1851.
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. ~n'her earliest years she went to' school. ~t Wilmslow, and shortly
after that to Buchlow Hill School, Cheshire. But God had other
;purposes of grace' for His child, .She joined Somerset House School,
Bristol, where she met the late Miss Wright. A life-long friendship
beg~n, and the hallowed influences of that friendship remained to the
very end. But H Nettie " was brought to Bristol for other purposes',
for she heard fot the first time the late Dr. Doudney. Her knowledge
of Divine truth 'Yasenriched through his ministry, and she was an apt
learner in the school of God. But the Holy Spirit was fitting her for
definite service as a writer of articles on various themes connected
with the experiences of God's saints on earth. Dr. Doudney perceived
that she was equipped with the gift of writing, and induced. her to
write articles to a magazine which was much valued by many of God's
choicest saints. This was Old Jonathan. The writer possesses several
copies of this journal, and they contain the very. cream of Divine'
.
counsel and comfort.
When the Old Jonathan ceased to function our departed sister
became a regular contributor to THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and was
known to .her readers as "Nettie." To the readers of THE GOSP.EL
MAGAZINE it would be merely emphasising the obvious to say how
highly valued her contributions were and how many looked for
the monthly portion from her pen. The writer has been privileged
from time to time to see numerous letters of appreciation to
" Nettie " herself from various readers who had received comfort and
encouragement from her messages., But. she never paraded these
appreciations but was always" kept humble under the mighty hand
of God." The secret of her charm as a writer and the facility with
which she gave expression to Divine truths can be traced to several
sources. There are few who had such an intimate knowledge of her
erudition as the present writer. She possessed a 'working knowledge
of the German language and was efficient in the French .tongue; She
was a great reader,' and her reading extended over a wide. field. Her
book-knowledge was enhanced by knowled~e gained from trllivel. She
was acquainted with places associated WIth Luther, Calvin, Knc:>x,
Rutherford, and, of course, all the great English Reformers; This
knowledge was only a supplement of her higher and deeper knowledge
gained by contact with some of God's choice ones whose names are
now a f'ragrant memory. She knew the late Rev. Thomas Davis,
Vicar of St. John's, Harborne. She valued highly the intimate friendship of the late Rev. James Ormiston, rector of St. ;Mary-le-.Port,
Bristol. What a galaxy!! Doudney, Davis, Ormiston. ,Oh, that
it might please the Lord to raise up similar champions and giants for
the truth in these degenerate days. To enjoy the companionship of
such men must be enrichment indeed. Such was" Nettie's " privilege.
But added to this she was ever a learner at the feet of Christ through
His precious Word. She was ever listening for His Voice.
In the fly-leaf of her precious Bible which she has left behind and
which lies open before the writer are these words, " Thou that dwellest
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in the gardens, 'the companions hearken to Thy voice-Oause me to
hear it" (Song of Songs viii. 16).
The words in italics are underlined, and that was her s,ecre~always
listening to His voice. What a beautiful prayer, and how'e'Xpressive
of the desire of the awakened soul-" Cause me to hear'it." ,Thus
her knowledge of the inspired Word, her intimacy with the choicest of
human teachers" her: knowledge ,of books, her e'Xperiencesin travel,
were all brought by Grace, under the sway of the Holy Spiritaiid used
in God's service, particularly in the me~sages in TH,E, GOSPEL M:A.GA:lJI~E.
The writer knows how ptayerfirlly and carefully she prepared every
article, and how sometimes she would be kept to almost the last hour
prior ,to ,posting time to the Editor before the message was given.
Then" more than once, to our knowledge, she has prayed, "Spirit
. of Truth,look down, give a clear vision of the Lord.' It is Thy Sovereign
province to di&play Him. , Cause me to hear Thy voice." Then, l.~ke a
flash:, some hea:ven-sent message would be granted, andwith'tremendous
speed she would transfer her God-given thoughts to paper. IIi her
private life she was of a very retiring nature, but once the shyness was
broken' down, it was a real joy toli~ten to her recounting som,e spiritual
e'Xperience, or throwing light 'upon some obscure passage of God's
Word, or eliciting by means of question and answer the truth co~cerning
controversial m~tters. She was an ardent supporter of all good work.
But-among her favourite Bocieties she named, "The Aged Pilgrims'
Friend Society," " The Ttinitarian Bible Society," " The Bible Church- ,
man's ,:Missionary Society," and the "Barbican Mission to the Jews."
This is but a little of what might be 'written,but enough has been said
to indicate how much poorer the Church of God on earth is, by her
home·call to g l o r y . , '
'
Her mortal remains were interred on Wednesday, April 5th,inthe
family vault in the ancient churchyard at Wilmslow. We thought of
the motto of her whole: life as we listened to the beautiful words of ,the
burial service-" the companions hear Thy voice, cause me to hear it"
::-we listened to' the three familiar voices.,
, '
First-The voide of the Redeemer, " I am the Resurrection ,&ndThe
Life;" etc:
,
'
,
, ,Second-The voice of the, Redeemed, "I know that my ,Redeemer
},i"eth."
,
'Third-The' voice of the bereaved, "The, Lord gave and the Lord'
,hath taken away, blessed be the name of the Lord:"
,
Thus we left ,the dear body waiting, untiUhe sound of the truIll,pet
when the dead in, Christ shall rise fIrst and we who are, alive and,remain
will be caught up and be for ever with the Lord.
\'
"Called, Chosen, Faithful."
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not weary, of, and God will keep you' from being weary in,
well-doing."--'-Toplady.
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~OSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
,;Co the Editor of the GOSPEL MAG~ZINE.
DEARFRIEND,-':'It was with deep sorrow that we heard the announce,'I ment last ,Lord's day at St. Maty-le-Port .of the 'departure of dear
':~;Miss Pool. Only about two days before she passed away she wrote
,",me a le~ter w.hich seems to me as her dying testimony of' ~he worth
of the G9spelBook Mission. For years ehe had t/loken a g~eat interest
, in the 'Yo~k" an9. we shall miss her much., Our dear friend Wfote:
"Dear Mr. Brider, Thank, you very much fQr yo~r kind letter, and kind
assurances. 'It is a. deep joy to ~e to be able to send for the Gospel
Book Mission, and, I ,wish I' could send much, very much more. I
hope ~o li!end a, consignment peforelong. I feel the time is short now
before His visible coming; and oh! we ought to use all our energies
in Hi$beloved service. ' The times we live in now are very serious,
but I do think there is a general feeling everywhere that a crisis is
impending, and that crisis will be ,His appearing. I do thank youJo~
undertaking this ,blessed work of conveying the books and magazines.
We could not take or send them ourselves. We are all one body in
Christ, each with an appointed sphere in His beloved service. God
bless you, dear friend"in all ways.", It is evident that on the confines
of eternity &he ,realized th~ need,' the pressing need, for continu.ed
witness to 'Christ and His truth. May God in His great goodness
raise up many more like-minded.
Yours'sincerely,
21, Firjield Street, Totterdown,
R. E. BRIDER.
BristOl 4. April, 1933.
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AGED PILGRIMS; FRIEND SOCIETY.' "
FOR upwards of a century and a quarter the So,cietY' has, ministered
to the necessities of tlJ,e Lord's aged ,poor; nearly 12,000 pilgrims having
been helped on their journey. This has called forth praise, to the
Lord, ,as provision has been made for His p,eople., Many a, load ~as
been lightened and many a hear:t; cheered. The Committee will be,
encoutag!Jdbya good attendance at. the Annual Meeting on
5th,
at Caxton<Efall. ' The currentQ1,larterly Record contains a photo of
the late Dr. Hamilton, and particulars of various meetings.,
Me,etings o~ behalf of the Society will ,be held (D y.,) as follow~:,
,Tunbridge Wells Annual Meeting in Crabb Memorial Hall, on the
2nd May; Portsmouth, on the 11th; Salem Chapel, Richmond, in
'
, the evening of the 18th.

Mar

A RESIGNED will is not where there is no rising of the flesh against God,~s
will, but where there is victory over the flesh.- W. Romaine.
.
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WHAT IS A PUSEYITE?
LORD JUSTICE KNIGHT BRUCE asked 'if anyone, of the learned
counsel would define' Puseyites,' but no one attempted a definition."Law Report in the" Morning Herald," Nov. 12th, 1851.]
REPLY.

" ~ray tell me what's a Puseyite ? " 'Tis puzzling to describe
This ecclesiastic Janus, of a pious hybrid tribe;
,
At Lambeth and the Vatican he's equally at home,
Altho~gh, 'tis said, he's wont to give the preferfmce to Rome.
Voracious as ,a book-worlP is his antiquarian maw,
The" Fathers".is his text-book, the" Canons" is his law;
He's" migh,ty" in ,the" Rubncs," and" well up" in the" Creeds,"
:aut ,he o.nly' quotes the" Articles" just ,as they ser'1!e his needs.
The Bible is to him almost a sealed book,
Reserve is on his lips, and mystery in his. look ;
The " sacramental system" is the lamp t' illume his night"
He loves the earthly candlestick more than the heavenly light.
He is great in puerilities, when he bows, and when he stands,
In the cutting of his surplice, and renouncing of the bands;
Each saint upon the calendar he knows by he,art at least,
He always dates his letters on a vigil or a feast.
He talketh much of discipline, but when the shoe doth pinch,
Thi~ most obedient, duteous son, will not give way -an inch;
Pliant and obstinate by turns, whate'er may be the whim,
He's only for the Bishop, when the Bishop is for him.
But hark! with what ~ nasal twang, between a whine and. groan,
He doth our 'noble Liturgy most murderously intone;
Cold are his prayers and praises, his preaching collier still,
Inanimilote and passionless, his very look doth chiU.
Others as we/lok, hut more sincere, who rather feel than think,
Encouraging he leads to Popery's dizzy brink;
And when they take the fatal plunge, he walks back quite eontent,
To his snug berth at church, and wonders why they went.
Such"and much more, and worse, if I had time to write,
Isa slight sketch, your worship, of a thorough Puseyite ;
Whom even Rome repudiates, !!os she hmghs within her sleeve,
At the sacerdotal mi~ic, a solemn" make"believe."
Oh! it were w~ll for England, if her Church were rid of' tho,se ,
Half-Papist and half-Protestant, who are less her friends than foes;
Give me the open enemy, and not the hollow friend,
With God and with our Bible, we need not fear the end.
~" Protestant Banner."
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)VHY SUNDAY 1 By a Lo~don Journalist. Pp. 118. Price 1/- ,net.
(The Lutterworth Press, 4, Bouverie Street, London, E.C.4.)'
We have read this book with m~ch interest and thankfulness. 'It is
a surprise that a London Journalist should write so definitely in defence
, , of the Observance of the Lord's Day as the author of this book does.
Journalists are, we fear, not, as a rule, in favour of the due observance
of the Lord's Day. The author of this book, however, was brought up
by parent~ who honoure,d the Lord's day, and he rernemHers his old
home" with much emotion." On Saturday, " when all was quiet and
still, a stranger might come in a,nd see a humble home prepared for ~he
Lord's Day. All the boots were in a row cleaned and polished, the
potatoes for Sunday's, dinner were already peeled, the rooms were
dusted, bills, papers, odds and epds which will persist in collecting,
even in the most well-regulated households, were out of sight.
On Sunday morning, when we awoke to see the sun peeping through,
there seemed, a sanctity in the very atmosphere. We put on our clean
underclothes and ,our, :;;und,ay, suits. There was, no need of the rush
of ,the other days in the preparation of the early meal, or of it being
disturbed by having to ~upply th~ needs of someone else's breakfast in
the shop. We then went off ina body to God's house. Our Sundays
were sanQtuaries in themselves. No day was enjoyed so much.' No
day had such an influence' for binding together the home circle, for
, making home life sweet" (p. 38).
Again, the author says, "The children of parents who spend the
whole day in religious circles are the happiest of all children. I speak
from my own experience asa boy and also from the testimony of my
own children. My wife and I taught our little ones to lisp the name
of Jesus as early as they babbled of Dadda and Mamms. They were
taken to God's House ftom babyhood ,regularly, and were used to the
demand for 'quiet in church ftom their earliest days. To-day, when
they are both in their teens, wild horses won't keep them away from
\ church servict)B. They go three 'times every Sunday and delight in it.
No punishmeht would they feel so keenly as to be prevented from
going to church " (p~ 44).
We ourselves have brought up our own eight children on similar lines,
including the cleaning of the boots and the peeling of the potatoes on
Saturday, and we have always avoided allowing the Sunday dinner to
hinder attendance at the house of prayer on the Lord's day, and yet
with a little management the dinner has been attractive and appetizing.
We are fully convi,nlled that the prevalent custom for well-to-do people
to attend a place of worship only in th~ morning and the poorer people
to ,attend only in the evening, is both wrong and unnecessary in most
i~stances.
,
We believe that Christian people ought to arrange for their houses
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tQ be locked up during ~ervice time, morning and evening, so that the
.whole family and the servants, if any, may attend 'a place where the
Gospel is preached.,'
'
.'
, " "
,
The writer of this. book s.tands out definitely and uncompromis.ingly
against Sunday cinemas., Sunday games., Sunday trains., Sunday boats.,
Sunday museums., and agains.t all Unnecessary work onthe Lord's Day.
He points out that" year after year for the las.ttwo generations there
has. been some "fres.h incursion on the quiet peace of the Victorian
Sabbath "(p. 72).
.
.'
' .. )'
, He mentions. that Sunday motoring has caus.ed upwards. o£50,OOO
garages to keep bus.yon the Lord's. day (p. '~6). ,'. , ,
' "
. The author,in his concluding chapter says., "We fathers received a
Sunday from our parents; we are pas.sing on to ou~ children a s.oiled and,
inferior,iuticle in its. place. We Church members inherited, a day made
holy by many.sacrea ass.ociations; we are pass.ing on, to our followers
a day, the sanctity of which has beendes.troyedbyrowdrJ?ieas.ure.
We.. workers received from the past a day Qf'freedom from secular
labour; we are by our neglect and selfishnes.s failing to pand on that
trUl'lt to our younger colleagues. " (p. 117).
Sir Charles. Oman, who contributes a preface ,to this volume, says,
"S~ven continuol,ts, days of unrest will produce 'a rac~ spiritually,' '
morally and physically exhausted."
.
'
, Without neceilsarily endorsing every express.ion; we regard this
little volume as a very valuable contribution to the literature in defence
of the due 'observance of the Lord's Day. It is full of facts and arguments against the growing tendenc'y to desecrate the Sabbath.
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THE FAITH OF . THE A.NG~O~CATHOLIC.B1 Rev. F. Ferguson, M.A.
Price 2d. ,Pp. 12. (Protestant ,Truth Seci~ty, 3 and 4, St. Paul's
'
, .
Cpurchyard, London, E.C.4:.) , .
, The writer of this pamphlet dealf:'\ helpfully with the faith of Anglo~
Catholics in refer~:t;lce to ~he Word 'o(Gc;>d, the d,oct~ine of the ~~ss,
the plan of salvation, 'priesthood,the,Church, and purgatory. , It thus
exposes the unSc:dptural charaote'r of the Oxford Movement~ ,
1
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THE PO,OKET GUIDE TO MAY MEETINGS. AND TO LONDON. Price 2!d.
post free, Pp. 112. (J. E. May, 14, New Bridge Street, Lond,on,;
E.GA.). '
,
This is a very valuable Guide to the ¥ay Meetings of the great
Societies held in London. It als.o includes meetings hel~ f,rQm Maroh
to July. It gives a list,of places of worship, museums and 9ther public
buildip,gs. There is. also, a list of many of thereligiouf:'\ and philanthropic
Societie&. There isllo long chapter on London'!,! parks. and, playgrounds..
The large coloured map which accompanies the Guide'i~ itself worth
the small price charged for the Guide.
.
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