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.. Who comforteth US in all our tribulation. that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 CORlNTHlANB I. 4.

TAKING COURAGE.
" And from thence, when the brethren heard of us, they came to meet
us as far as Appii Forum, and the Three Taverns: whom when
Paul saw, he thanked GOD, and took courage."-AcTs xxviii. 15.

THESE words tell us of one of the Apostle Paul's experiences when
he was on his way to Rome. For over two years he had been a
prisoner in Cresarea (Acts xxiv. 27). Then, having appealed to
Cresar, he was sent to Rome. On his way he suffered shipwreck,
and he and all on board-two hundred and seventy-six souls-were
landed at Malta. Then after three months they sailed again (Acts
xxvii. 37; xxviii. 11). Eventually, they landed at Puteoli, and
continued their long journey by land. Reaching Appii Forum (the
Market of Appius), a town in Italy about forty-one miles from Rome,
they were met by Christian brethren from the Imperial City.
Later, arriving at the Three- Taverns, the name of an inn or
halting place, about thirty-one miles from Rome, they were met by
more of the brethren from Rome. In reference to these brethren
we read, "Whom when Paul saw, he thanked GOD, and took
courage." This experience ot the great apostle has its comforting
lessons for the members of GOD'S family to-day.
1. First, notice that it is evident that Paul took courage after being
d'iscouraged.
The great apostle was a man of like passions with ourselves.
Brave, courageous, and persevering, though he was, he had his
times of depression, fear, and discouragement. He had had a
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prolonged experience of trial in prison, in storm and shipwreck,
and in many other sufferings. The prolonged trials had told
upon him, and as he neared Rome he evidently got depressed,
sad, fearful, and downcast. Some people might say, he ought still
to have been joyful, glad, and trustful. Many in these days, when
all is well with them, talk glibly about the Christian life being a life
of all joy and brightness. Scripture and real experience show,
however, that the LORD'S people may get down in the dumps.
They may get under the juniper tree of despair like Elijah. They
may have to say with David, " 0 my GOD, my soul is ca~t down
within me . . . all Thy waves and Thy billows are gone over me "
(Ps. xl. 6, 7). They may have to say with Paul, "We were troubled
on every side; without were fightings, within were fears" (2 Cor.
vii. 5). While therefore we are not to encourage feelings of discouragement, we need not be surprised if at times such feelings partly
overwhelm us.
2. Secondly, it is evident that Paul took courage when he saw other
Christian brethren.
These brethren had come a long way to meet the apostle, and
the sight of them cheered his depressed heart.
He had written his great Epistle to the Church of GOD in Rome.
He had told them how he longed to see them, and to have fellowship
with them (see Rom. i. 10-12). Now, his eyes beheld some of these
members of the LORD'S redeemed family, and his heart was
encouraged.
The path of the child of GOD is often a lonely path. For a long
time the apostle had only Luke with him and " one Aristarchus, a
Macedonian of Thessalonica." (Acts xxvii. 2). All the other
persons on board were presumably of the world, heathen idolaters.
Now, other servants of GOD appeared on the scene, and the heart
of the apostle was encouraged. Although the LORD can sustain
and support His people who are largely shut off from Christian
fellowship, and from a faithful ministry, yet it brings peculiar joy
to their hearts to meet other kindred spirits. Such was Paul's joy
on this occasion.
" Sweet the time, exceeding ,,"weet,
When the saints together meet,
When the Saviour is the theme;
When they join to sing of Him."
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3. Thirdly, the apostle no doubt took courage when he saw the
evidence of the Christian love of these brethren.

There were no trains, motor cars, or bicycles in those days.
Travelling was necessarily a slow business, and it was often accompanied with many hardships. Yet these Christian brethren braved
the weather, and all the inconveniences of the journey, to come
to meet the apostle. It must have taken two days for them to get
to Appii Forum, but their love for the apostle was so great that
they faced every inconvenience in order to get a glimpse of GOD'S
servant and have fellowship with him as they journeyed back with
him to Rome. The evidence of such Christian love caused him to
take courage.
We live in times of increasing apostasy from the old truths. The
professing Church is departing more and more from the old moorings.
Precious truths on which the saints loved to dwell in former times
are now rejected. Worldliness in the professing Church abound".
There are few, therefore, with whom GOD'S true people can have
happy fellowship. What joy, then, fills their hearts when they
meet others of like mind. No wonder that Paul took courage when
he saw these loving and faithful and holy brethren.
4. Fourthly, the apostle took courage because of GOD'S tender
mercy towards him.
Behind the love and sympathy of the brethren from Rome was
the tender compassion and pity of the GOD of all grace. When the
LORD'S people get down, their depression is known not only to
themselves, but to Him. Witness the sorrows of His people in
Egypt. Notice their sighs, their cries, and their groaning. Then
notice that " GOD heard their groaning" and "their cry came up
unto GOD." Then hear the LORD say, "I have surely seen the
affliction of My people . . . and have heard their cry; . . . . for
I know their sorrows, and I am come down to deliver them" (Exod.
ii. 23-25; iii. 7, 8).
The LORD knows how timid, fearful and depressed we get sometimes. He h'"llOWS when we need to hide ourselves in His bosom
and when we long for His tender comfort. All our desire is before
Him, and our groaning is not hid from Him. Then it is that He
appears with some special token of His love, and some surprising
mercies. Letters, it may be from unexpected quarters, just suitable
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to our special circumstances, are providentially sent by Him, to
cheer and encourage our hearts. It was the LORD Who put it
into the hearts of these brethren in Rome to come to meet His
servant. He knew the apostle's special need of cheer and encouragement. Hence, when Paul saw them" he thanked GOD." He
felt that it was the GOD, Who comforteth those that are cast down,
Who was comforting him by the coming of these godly brethren.
What a mercy it is, dear fellow-believers, that our GOD is "the
FATHER of mercies and the GOD of all comfort." He pities them
that fear Him. He knows what poor, weak, timid, and fearful
creatures we are, and He sympathizes with us, and comes to our
aid, and presses us to His bosom.
We remember a godly old woman who told us she had walked
about five or si.x miles to hear Mr. Parks, of Openshaw. One day
she was specially anxious that we should call to see her, and while
working in her kitchen, her prayer was, "Do send him, LORD."
That very day we called to see her, and she was cheered by the
LORD'S special answer to her cry.
Then in regard to our sins, have we not reason to thank GOD
and take courage. Look at the man sick of the palsy, sad about
his sins. Then hear the words of the LORD, "Son, be of good
cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee" (Matt. ix. 2).
Are we concerned about our sins 1 Let us remember that the
blood of the new Covenant has been shed for their remission. That
blood cleanseth from all sin those who have faith in His blood, and
the GOD of the Covenant says of all His believing people, " I will be
merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities
will I remember no more" (.Heb. viii. 12).
May we, like the apostle, be enabled to thank GOD, and take
courage. " Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and He shall
strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the LORD" (Ps. xxvii. 14).
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).

" As the worst things are ordered to the benefit of the saints, 80 the
best things wicked men enjoy do them no good."-John Flavel.
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REMARKABLE CONVERSIONS.

"Being brought on their way by the Ohuroh, they passed through
Phenioe and Samaria, declaring the conversion of the Gentiles:
and they caused great joy to all the brethren."-AcTs xv. 3.
DURING their first missionary journey Paul and Barnabas were
remarkably used of God to bring about the conversion of many
Gentiles. At Cyprus, Antioch in Pisidia, at lconium and at Lystra,
many were converted through the grace of God. Churches were
established and elders were ordained to minister unto them.
When, therefore, they subsequently passed through Phenice and
Samaria, they told the brethren in those districts "all that God
had done with them." They" declared the conversion of the
Gentiles," and thus" they caused great joy unto all the brethren."
Recently we have been much struck with some remarkable
conversions of which we have read, and it has occurred to us that
it would be profitable if we grouped the account of a number of
these together.
1. First, the case of Thomas Bilney.
Bilney was born in Norfolk in 1500. He became Fellow of
Trinity Hall, Cambridge, embraced the Reformation, and was
arrested Nov. 25th, 1527. He was persuaded to recant in December,
1527. Later, however, he repented of his recantation, and was
condemned for heresy, and burnt at Norwich, on Aug. 19th, 1531.
His own account of his conve~ion is very beautiful, given in
a letter to Tunstall, Bishop of London. He wrote, "At last, I
heard of Jesus, when the New Testament was first set forth by
Erasmus. Attracted by the beauty of the style rather than by
the Word of God-because then I knew not what it might bel bought a copy, without doubt through the providence of God,
as I now perceive. Unexpectedly, in the first reading I remember
I chanced upon this sentence (0 saying of Paul, how sweet art
thou to my soul!): 'It is a true saying, and worthy by all men to
be embraced, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.'
This one sentence, God teaching me in the secret of my heart, so
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exhilarated my heart, before wounded with the consciousness of
my sins and ready to despair, that immediately I seemed to feel
an inward peace passing all understanding." (The Reformation
in England, by W. H. Beckett, pp. 22, 23.)
2. Conversion of a centenarian.
A lad of fifteen named Luke Short, a native of Dartmouth,
heard a sermon by John Flavel, an eminent Nonconformist divine
who ministered the Gospel chiefly at Dartmouth in the seventeenth
century. The text was 1 Corinthians xvi. 22-" If any man love
not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be anathema. Maranatha."
Flavel's sermon became unusually solemn as he explained that
anathema meant "let him be accursed." When he rose to
pronounce the benediction he paused and asked, "How shall I
bless this whole assembly, when every person in it who loveth
not Jesus Christ is anathema?" Luke Short heard this sermon
and soon afterwards sailed to America. When he was a hundred
years old he was still able to work on his farm, and his mental
faculties were still vigorous. He had lived all his life in carelessness
and sin. "One day, however, as he sat in the field reflecting on
his past life, he recalled Flavel's sermon of eighty-five years before.
Divine grace accompanied his meditations. He felt that he had
not loved the Lord Jesus Christ, and had consequently incurred
that terrible anathema. Conviction was followed by the application of the blood of atonement to his conscience, issuing in Gospel
repentance, and so by sovereign grace an aged sinner obtained
mercy and was' found in the way of righteousness.' He joined
the Independent and Congregational Church at Middlebrough,
and to the day of his death, -which took place in his 116th year,
gave evidences of genuine piety" (Divine Conduct, or The Mystery
of Providence, by John Flavel, pp. x, xi).
3. Conversion of a bookseller's customer.
John Flavel, referred to above, wrote a book entitled A Saint
Indeed. It was on sale in the shop of a London bookseller named
Boulter. A customer called and inquired for certain plays. Mr.
Boulter had none in stock, but recommended Flavel's A Saint
Indeed. The customer looked at the book, and discovering its
character, "burst into profane language." However, he bought
the book. A month later he returned and expressed" his gratitude
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to God, Who had used it to the eternal blessing of his soul. As
one evidence of the effect it had produced on him, he purchased
a hundred copies of the treatise to give to those who could not
afford to buy it" (p. xi.).
4. Toplady's conversion.
Toplady is chiefly known as the author of the hymn, "Rock
of Ages." He wrote many other beautiful hymns, such as "From
whence this fear and unbelief," "A debtor to mercy alone," and
"Your harps ye trembling saints." He was one of the leaders
of the great Evangelical Revival of the eighteenth century and
a firm upholder of the great doctrines of grace. In fact for about
a year he was the Editor of this Magazine. He was born on
Nov. 4th, 1740, and in August, 1756, before he was quite sixteen
he was visiting his mother's estate in Wexford. While there he
attended a service in a barn. The preacher was J ames Morris,
a man of great natural ability, but of little education. His text
was, "Ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood
of Christ" (Ephes. ii. 13). " Under that sermon," Toplady says,
"I was, I trust, brought nigh by the blood of Christ, in August,
1756. Strange that I, who had so long sat under means of grace
in England, should be brought nigh unto God in an obscure part
of Ireland, amid a handful of God's people met together in a barn,
and under the ministry of one who could hardly spell his name"
(Lite of Toplady, by Thomas Wright, p. 18). It is well to notice
that it was not till he was eighteen that Manton's Discourses on
the Seventeenth of John were the means of bringing him to embrace
those truths which are commonly called Calvinistic, though they
were in the Bible hundreds of .years before Calvin was born.
5. Remarlwhle conversions through Whiiefield.
(1) A young man at Norwich.
" It is related of a young man who went to hear him (Whitefield)
preach at Norwich, that, having been told by others of the effect
Whitefield's preaching generally produced, he was determined
to be on his guard, and so avoid being carried away by his feelings.
The text was chosen from Matthew iii. 7. 'But when He saw
many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to His baptism, He
said unto them, 0 generation of vipers, who hath warned you
to flee from the wrath to come ~' The Sadducee's character did
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not touch him. He thought himself as good a Christian as any
man in England. The preacher next described the exterior
decency of the Pharisees. This rather shook him. At length in
the course of his sermon, Whitefield abruptly broke off, paused for
a few moments, then burst into a flood of tears, lifted up his hands,
and exclaimed, 'Oh, my hearers, the wrath is come! the wrath
is come!' These words, uttered with all the terror of reality,
sank into the young man's heart. For weeks after, these words
sounded in his ears, until he found peace through faith in the
Lord Jesus, of whose Gospel he afterward became a public preacher."
(2) A case at Rotherham.
" It is related of a Mr. Thorpe, who went to hear him (Whitefield)
preach at Rotherham, that after the sermon Thorpe went, with
three of his companions, into the public house, and after a while
they commenced mimicking the preacher's manner. When it
came to Thorpe's turn, he mounted upon the table, saying, 'I
will beat you all '; and taking a Bible in his hand he opened it,
and gave out the first verse that met his eyes, which happened to
be Luke xiii. 3, 'Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish' ;
and immediately after, his heart was touched, and his conscience
smote him with pangs of remorse. His companions railed at his
cowardice; but he left the table a changed man, and lived to
become a minister of the Gospel at Masborough."
(3) A case at Plymouth.
"Once when he (Whitefield) was preaching at Plymouth, the
Rev. Mr. Tanner, who relates the story, says, that one day, when
he was at work in his own yard following his trade of a shipbuilder,
he heard Whitefield preaching ,in a loud voice at a distance, and he
determined to go along with five or six others and knock him off
the table on which he was elevated. So they loaded their pockets
with stones, and proceeded to the spot where Whitefield was
standing with his arms extended, inviting sinners to flee from the
wrath to come. Just as Tanner was preparing to throw a stone
he heard the preacher exclaim in a voice of thunder, 'Thou art
the man!' Struck with amazement, his resolution failed him,
and he remained listening with astonishment to the end of the
sermon. From that day forward he became a changed, a converted
man, and subsequently a preacher of the Gospel."
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(4) A case at Exeter.
"When at Exeter, his (Whitefield's) preaching provoked in
a man who was present such an extraordinary degree of anger
that on the next occasion he loaded his pocket with stones, with
the intention of injuring him, but instead of doing so he listened,
and after the sermon was finished, he went up to the preacher,
and said to him, 'Sir, I came here to hear you this day with a view
to break your head, but the Spirit of God has given me a broken
heart '; and his after life proved this to have been a case of real
conversion" (George Whitefield, by J. R. Andrews, pp. 424, 425,
429-431).
6. Conversions recorded in " The Life and Times of the Cmmtess
of Huntingdon."
(1) One of the Countess's workpeople.
"Her ladyship once spoke to a workman who was repamng
a garden wall, and pressed him to take some thought concerning
eternity and the state of his soul. Some years afterwards she
was speaking to another on the same subject, and said to him,
'Thomas, I fear you never pray, nor look to Christ for salvation.'
'Your ladyship is mistaken (answered the man): I heard what
passed between you and J ames at such a time, and the word you
designed for him took effect on me.' 'How did you hear it 1 '
asked her ladyship. ' I heard it (answered the man) on the other
side of the garden, through a hole in the wall, and shall never
forget the impression I received."
(2) The case of a Socinian.
The members of a Socinian club near Huddersfield sent two
of their number to the Rev. Hen!y Venn's Church at Huddersfield.
Their object was to "furnish matter of merriment for their next
meeting." They were "struck with the sight of the multitude
assembled" and" the devotion of their behaviour." The earnestness of Mr. Venn's preaching, and "his solemn appeals to the
conscience so deeply impressed one of the Socinian deputation,
that he observed as they left the Church, 'Surely God is in this
place! there is no matter for laughter here!' He immediately
called on Mr. Venn, told him who he was, and the purpose for
whi,ch he had come, and earnestly begged his forgiveness and his
prayers. He requested Mr. Venn to visit him without delay, and
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left the Socinian congregation; and, from that time to the hour
of his death, he became one of Mr. Venn's most faithful and
affectionate friends. This gentleman was James Kershaw, Esq.,
of Halifax."
(3) The case of Mr. and Mrs. Smyth of Dublin.
Garrick, the famous actor, was announced to take his final leave
of the stage in June, 1776. Mrs. Smyth was passionately fond
of the theatre, and ardently desired to go to London to witness
Garrick's last theatrical performances. Mr. Smyth could not go
at that time to London, but requested his brother, Colonel Smyth,
to accompany his wife to London. On arrival, places for the
theatre could not be obtained, but the Duchess of Leeds arranged
to take Mrs. Smyth to the theatre, and Mrs. Smyth stayed with
the Duchess during the remainder of her stay in London.
Just then Mr. Romaine was at the height of his popularity at
the Church of St. Anne's, Blackfriars. Hearing the immense
crowds that attended his ministry, and the wonderful effects
produced by his preaching, Mrs. Smyth strongly desired to go and
hear him. Her fashionable friends did all they could to dissuade
her, but go she would. Mr. Romaine preached from the words
in the 90th Psalm, "Who knoweth the power of thine anger ~
even according to thy fear, so is Thy wrath." The Lord convicted
Mrs. Smyth of sin and saved her by His grace. Her husband,
on hearing of the change, anxiously hastened to London. Greatly
surprised, he agreed to accompany his wife to hear Mr. Romaine,
and he, too, was constrained as a poor sinner to take refuge in
Christ. Subsequently in Dublin he opened his house for ministers
in Lady Huntingdon's connexion to preach, and he used his large
fortune for the spread of Gospel truth,
(4) The case of Dr. Conyers.
Dr. Conyers was Vicar of Helmsley in Yorkshire. For many
years he was most excellent from a merely moral point of view,
but he was a stranger to vital godliness and ignorant of Gospel
truth. One day while reading the lesson for the day in Church
the words in the lesson, "The unsearchable riches of Christ,"
deeply impressed him. He reflected, "The unsearchable riches
of Christ!" "I never found, I never knew, that there were
unsearchable riches in H1'm." " He concluded that his sentiments
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and experience must be entirely dissimilar to those of the apostle.
Deep convictions accompanied these reflections, and his trouble
was not a little increased by considering, that if he himself was
wrong in the fundamental articles of religion, he must also by his
mode of preaching, have misgcided his flock, to the great prejudice
of their souls." Later, on Dec. 25th, 1758, while walking in his
room, he was led to contemplate the words, "Without shedding
of blood there is no remission," and" the blood of Jesus Christ
His Son cleanseth us from all sin." Instantaneously the darkness
vanished, and he was enabled to centre his hopes in the atoning
blood and righteousness of Christ. "I went upstairs and down
again (said he), backwards and forwards in my room, clapping my
hands for joy, and crying out, 'I have found Him-I have found
Him-I have found Him, Whom my soulloveth,' and for a little
time, as the apostle said, whether in the body or out of it, I could
hardly tell."
Immediately the character of his preaching changed and great
success attended his labours. Sufiering for the truth's sake
became also his portion. Later he was asked by the Archbishop
of York to preach before the clergy at a Diocesan Visitation.
During his sermon the faces of the clerical hearers showed that
they were offended at his Evangelical preaching. After the servic.e,
when he was in the street, conversing with some farmers, Dr.
Drummond, the Archbishop of York, advanced to him and said,
"Well, Conyers, you have given us a fine sermon!" "I am glad
(said the Doctor), it meets the approbation of your Grace."
" Approbation! approbation! (replied the Archbishop); if you
go on preaching such stuff yo~ will drive all your parish mad.
Were you to inculcate the morality of Socrates, it would do more
good than canting about the new birth." His Grace immediately
walked off without waiting for a reply.
(5) The case of Captain Scott.
Captain Scott was Captain in the 7th Regiment of Dragoons.
He took part in a famQus battle near Minden on Aug. 1st, 1759.
Before his conversion he used to read (though as a toilsome duty)
the Psalms and lessons of the day. Being quartered in the
neighbourhood of Oathall, he was one day driven by a storm to
take refuge in a farmer's house. The farmer was a godly man,
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and his conversation excited the Captain's wonder. He asked
where the farmer had got his knowledge of Scripture subjects.
He was told that it was at a hall in Oathall, where Mr. Romaine
was then preaching for Lady Huntingdon. He agreed to go on
the following Sunday. Mr. Romaine preached from" I am the
Way" (John xiv. 6), and God applied the sermon savingly to
Captain Scott's soul. Subsequently he frequently preached to
his men, and eventually he left the army, and became one of the
supplies at the Tabernacle, London, for more than twenty years.
(6) The case of a centenarian.
A man named Abraham, who settled at Oathall, became spiritually
concerned. He went round to neighbouring Churches in search of
the truth. At length he resolved to go once to Lady Huntingdon's
Chapel at Oathall. He was then just a hundred years old, but
still hearty and in perfect use of his faculties. The Rev. Henry
Venn was the preacher. The old man listened with deepest
attention, and as soon as the service was over he said to a neighbour
who was next to him, " Ab! neighbour, this is the very truth of
God's Word which I have been seeking, and never heard it so plain
before. Here will I abide." That day was the day of his spiritual
birth. He died in his 106th year, giving full evidence of the
reality of the work of grace in his heart.
(7) The case of an old innkeeper.
One of Lady Huntingdon's preachers was a Dr. Haweis. He
attracted vast congregations to Aldwincle Church, in Northamptonshire.
An old innkeeper could not understand why people were attracted
to Aldwincle Church, but being fond of music, and hearing that
the singing was good, he determined to go. He listened with
pleasure to the hymns, but stopped his ears at the prayer. He
also closed his eyes. A fly, however, stinging his nose, caused him
to move his hands from his ears. "Just then the preacher, in
a voice that sounded like thunder, gave out the text-' He that
hath ears to hear, let him ear.' The impression was irresistible;
his hand no longer covered his organs of hearing; a new sense
was awakened within; it was the beginning of days to him. No
more swearing, no more drunkenness, but prayer and hearing
occupied his time, and he died after eighteen years walking with
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God, reJolClllg in hope, and blessing the instrument of his conversion" (The Life and Times of the Countess of Huntingdon,
Vol. I, pp. 54, 277-280, 317-320, 420-1; Vol. Il, p. 2, 190-2).
7. A few reflections on the foregoing cases.

(1) We are struck with the sovereignty of God in bringing
about the conversion of His elect people.
He is not tied down to this or that instrument. Thomas Bilney
was converted through reading the Greek Testament issued by
Erasmus who, though he condemned many extravagances, remained
in the Church of Rome.
The bookseller who recommended Flavel's A Saint Indeed to
a customer was used unexpectedly to bring about the customer's
conversIOn.
A hole in the garden wall was made the means of one of Lady
Huntingdon's workpeople hearing words, designed for another
workman, which led to his conversion.
An uneducated man was made the means of blessing to Toplady.
A lesson which he read in Church, and two texts of Scripture
subsequently brought to his mind, led to Dr. Conyer's conversion.
A fly on a man's nose caused him to allow his natural ears to
hear the Word which led to his conversion.
Thus God works in remarkable ways, and by means of His own
chosen instruments, some the most unlikely.
(2) We are struck also with the providence of God in bringing
about the salvation of His people. The Lord took Toplady to
Ireland for his soul's eternal benefit. He brought Mrs. Smyth
from Dublin to London to hear an actor, and then to hear Romaine,
under whose sermon she was blessed, and this led to her husband
coming from Dublin to London, and to his being also blessed
through Mr. Romaine.
(3) The Lord is not tied down to a particular age in which to
exercise His grace.
He saved Toplady when he was under sixteen. He saved a
man at Oathall when he was a hundred years old. He saved
Luke Short when he was a hundred, through a sermon he heard
eighty-five years before.
(4) Lastly, the Lord saves His people when they are determined
to go on in their evil ways.
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The Norwich young man who went to hear Whitefield "was
determined to be on his guard, and so avoid being carried away
by his feelings." God, however, determined that the sermon he
heard should lead to his conversion.
Mr. Tanner, at Plymouth, determined with others to knock
Whitefield off the table from which he was preaching, but God
determined to restrain him and save him. A man at Exeter
determined to break Whitefield's head, but the Spirit of God gave
the man a broken heart. The common doctrine is that men can
determine their own salvation, and do as they please. The Bible
doctrine is that conversion is "not of him that willeth, nor of
him that runneth, but of God that showeth mercy" (see Rom.
ix. 15-18).
John Newton says:" Determined to save,
He watched o'er my path,
When, Satan's blind slave,
I sported with death:
And can He have taught me
To trust in His name,
And thus far have brought me,
To put me to shame ~ "
All these cases show that the Gospel is the power of God unto
salvation to everyone that believeth.
Let us then continually make known the pure Gospel of His
grace, assured that His Word shall accomplish that which He
pleases, and prosper in the thing whereto He sends it.

THE EDITOR.
" WHETHER in the long run the minister of last century (eighteenth
century) did not do more good with his one weapon (preaching the
Word) than many do in modern times with an immense train of
parochial machinery, is a question which admits of much doubt.
My own private opinion is, that we have too much lost sight of apostolical
simplicity in our ministerial work. We want more men of 'one
thing' and 'one book,' men who make everything secondary to
preaching -the Word. It is hard to have many irons in the fire at
once, and to keep them all hot. It is quite possible to make an idol
of parochial machinery, and for the sake of it to slight the pulpit."(Bishop J. O. Ryle in "Ohristian Leaders.")
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WELLSPRINGS.

" 0, how love I Thy Law,. it is my meditation all the day."-PSALM
cxix. 97.

AND if the Psalmist said so in his day, surely we upon whom the end
of the ages has come, have cause more than ever to love and cleave
to it; to make it the source of our counsel, of our understanding,
and the delight of these days which are fraught with danger, and
which, if it were possible, would deceive the very elect. There is
much to cast us down, and cause us to sorrow over the neglect we
see on all sides of the precious Word, and the attacks made upon it
from another direction-men disbelieving it, questioning its veracity,
and daring to throw their sinful criticism upon the Holy Book. Even
little children nowadays are being taught to look upon it as only
containing "fairy stories" for their amusement! A mother said
recently, and one almost trembles in writing it, "I could not believe it,
and if it is read at all, it is only for tiny children, just as a story book,
till they begin to think for themselves"! But I forbear enlarging
upon so painful a topic. My readers know it all too well and need
not to be reminded of the awful apostasy, the falling away, and the
rejection of this precious, infallible Word by so many; and that
largely through the insinuating doubts and "foolish and unlearned
questions" of the Modernists, who will later, unless God in mercy
open their eyes, find that the Word they dared to criticize is their
critic in the Day of Judgment, when the solemn sentence will be
pronounced, "I never knew you" !
Meanwhile, these sacred Scriptures are more than ever dear to the
children of God. They love the precious Word increasingly. They
delight in its pages daily; they rest in its veracity, authenticity,
and inspiration, and as the Book of books and Book of Life find their
souls nourished, strengthened, and built up by feeding upon this
heavenly manna. Their joy is i!1 proving the precious promises, in
seeing the evidences of that Word being" for ever settled in heaven,"
in making it their counsel and seeking the Divine Instructor and
Preceptor to open the eyes of their understanding and speak to their
hearts; to lead and guide and control and give heavenly wisdom and
light and joy. Yea, in all times of their need they turn to this blessed
Word at their side and never fail to find the Divine Author true to
His promise to lead and guide, help and direct. And still, in spite
of all this, they have cause daily to mourn the coldness and barrenness of their hearts, and how little they do know of these sacred pages,
how little value they have set upon them, and how far short they
come in living up to the standard and truth of the Word!
We have recently been brought to see how the secret of our late
beloved King's greatness has been unstintingly acknowledged by the
14
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Press. The daily papers have paid many wonderful tributes to his
God-fearing life. They could not eliminate the truth that our great
and greatly beloved Sovereign owed his greatness and swayed his
marvellous influence, and endeared himself to his people in so unique
a way, through his reverence for and adherence to the Word of God
as the rule of his life and directing influence of his conduct. Our
gracious King George V was not ashamed to own that he read the Bible
daily, and by his beautiful life of self-sacrifice for the good of his
nation and Empire, and his daily example, he desired to walk in the
rule and light of it. A delightful story comes at the hour of my
penning this. It may not be generally known, but King George gave
a Bible annually to a scholar at Sandringham. The fortunate recipient
was received at the Royal house and presented to His Majesty. The
last child to be thus favoured was trembling and fearing the ordeal,
but he said afterwards, "Directly I was in the King's presence all
fear left me." And as the beloved Sovereign handed him the Bible,
he said, "My mother gave me a Bible when I was your age, and made
me promise to read a chapter every day and I have done so ever
since. I want you to do the same." May those words accompanying
the gift of the Book of books, bear fruit in the life of that and many
a former child to God's eternal glory.
It will also be handed down to history how-during the reign of
the gracious King George V.-how marvellously the printing of this
One and Holy Book increased and prospered-and that in spite of
the Great War. Many new languages were added to the list, and
thus hospitals and troops were provided in their own tongue with
the Word of Life, and thereby God was glorified, Who is mightier
than all His foes.
" 0, how love I Thy Law; it is my meditation all the day." This
is an echo of David's expression in Psalm i. 2, where he describes
the blessedness of that man whose" delight is in the law of the
Lord; and in His law doth he meditate day and night." Such an
one" walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in
the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful." He would
be out of place in such company. He would find his tongue tied,
and he would get no response in sacred sympathy were he to speak
of the things dear to his heart.
And, dear children of God, if you and I want this blessed Word
to be welling up in our hearts, we must see to it that we are in our
own company, with those who likewise love it, study it, meditate
therein, and whose hearts are warmed as they speak together of the
Lord and His precious Word. If we are willing to mix with the world
or those who are of a strange language, if we go out of our way when
duty calls us not there, we may expect that" the fine gold" will
become "dim," and our appetite for the precious Bread of Life lose
its keenness and joy. Then, again, if we are called upon to dwell
much alone and sit solitary, may we likewise seek hourly grace that
the love for this precious Word diminish not, that although we may
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not share our spoil with another of kindred spirit and understanding,
yet we have our rich and heavenly and all-satisfying portion in the
presence of the Divine Author Himself. "The Spirit witnesseth
with our spirit." The Spirit shines upon the holy page and opens
up the mind of our understanding and brings the Truth to light and
reveals a precious Christ to our longing souls, and sets our hearts
burning with fresh discovery. Oh, is it not that this precious Word
is becoming increasingly dear to our hearts 1 As the darkness deepens
and our little sand of time is fast running out, and with all the chaos
in the world, does not His Word which abides rest our hearts and
give us wondrous peace, and an increasing longing daily" for a closer
walk with God," more holy familiarity with the blessed truths to guide
and strengthen us.
"0 may these heavenly pages be
Our ever dear delight;
And still new beauties may we see,
And still increasing light.
Divine Instructor, gracious Lord.
Be Thou for ever near;
Teach us to love Thy sacred Word.
And view the Saviour there."
A. Steele.

The "meditation" of which the Psalmist speaks, declares the
inexhaustiveness of it, as also its blessed pursuit. If we selected from
Psalm cxix. alone some of the reasons set forth why this blessed
Book is preferred above all others, it would be of itself a profitable
study. Thus he is "blessed" who sincerely or undefiledly walks in
the law of the Lord (verse 1). Praise follows upon having learned
of God's righteous judgments (verse 7). His Word hidden in the
heart cultivates holy jealousy against sin (verse 11). With the opening
of his eyes he discovers wondrous things before him in its sacred
page (verse 18). He finds them to be his delight and counsellors
(verse 24). He cries for the quickening influence of the Word, whilst
sorrowing over a soul that cleav~s to the dust (verse 25). He has
proved again and again the strengthening of soul by the application
of the Word (verse 28). He has oftentimes been enabled in the day
of his darkest experience to hope in the Word (verse 49); and has
derived comfort in remembering the judgments of his God (verse 52).
He has learned of God's faithfulness therein (verse 75); its settledness "for ever in heaven" (verse 89); the wisdom that it gives
(verse 98); the sweetness it conveys (verse 103). And thus we might
traverse verse by verse profitably, but we throw out the suggestion
to our readers to make it their study and find, as the Psalmist did, that
these things are their" heritage" and ground for rejoicing (verse 111),
and may the ever-increasing desire of the heart be in the language
of oUI text, "0, how love I Thy Law; it is my meditation all
the day."
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Book unfolds Jehovah's mind,
Voice salutes in accents kind,
Friend will all our needs supply,
Fountain sends forth streams of joy;
Mine affords us boundless wealth,
Good Physician gives us health,
Sun renews and warms the soul,
Sword both wounds and makes us whole.
Letter shows our sins forgiven,
Guide conducts us safe to Heaven,
Charter has been sealed with blood,
Volume is the WORD OF GOD."
Joseph Irons.

And yet, as we have said, there are those (poor puny creatures !)
who dare to criticize and question the authenticity and infallibility
of this Divinely inspired Book!
" It is the most assailed, mutilated, perverted, misapplied Book in
the world, because it is the Word of God, inbreathed in holy men of
old. It is from heaven. Its cardinal subjects are spiritual; a revelation of the Being of Jehovah; statements of His works, which show
His eternal power and Godhead, whereby what may be known of
Him is before our eyes, leaving us in our ignorance of His indignation
against sin without excuse. Further, it reveals God's purposes concerning His Only-begotten Son and His everlasting Kingdom. The
Bible is a dogmatic Book. Of no other book can it be said that
it is in itself absolute. All human teaching is fallible, much of it
may be wrong; but, like its Author, this Book will bear no addition,
and no word may be taken from it. Its doctrines are the Being,
Nature, subsistence, and glory of Jehovah in Three Persons, bearing
the essential names of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; the creation
and fall of man; the incarnation of the Only-begotten Son of God;
His vicarious death for His Church; His resurrection and ascension
into heaven, and His intercession there; regeneration by the immediate
power of the Holy Ghost; justification and holy living, that is,
living according to Scripture rule. The Bible teaches experience;
that is, the work of the Spirit of Christ in the heart, thus turning from
idolatry to serve the True and Living God."-(Rev. J. K. Popham,
from an address given at the Annual Meeting of the Trinitarian Bible
Society, in Brighton, Oct. 2nd, 1930.)
Yes, the Bible stands alone and unique. There is no other book
comparable to it, no other book which contains 1180 chapters and
sixty-six books. No other book has its circulation. No other has
stood the test of ages and outlived succeeding generations. It comes
to us with this authoritative declaration, "For ever, 0 Lord, Thy
Word is settled in heaven." God hath spoken! His every word is
truth. He seals this holy volume with His final word-Amen!
I was much struck during the penning of this article with a review
of a new book given by the Daily Telegraph-The Story of the Bible,
by Sir F. Kenyon. The reviewer, C. B. Mortlock, sums up his review
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in its undoubted authenticity, "By the strides during the last fifty
years scholarship has made in research and has been so enormously
helped by archreological discoveries." So that in this age of advanced
science there is yet one more indisputable evidence, although the Word
does not need such evidence, but the Divine Author permits it from
time to time, to put to silence and confusion the foolishness of men,
and to bring before the world how His Word is unassailably" true from
the beginning," written by the Spirit of God.
But you and I, dear children of God, " little children," " wayfaring
men," the world's "fools," are content to be such, if so be we are
blessedly rooted and grounded and built up on the Word from our
earliest childhood, and learning daily and more and more of its fresh
beauty and new delights, increasing light, comfort, and hope, and
how by the Word of God we are begotten (Jer. i. 5), born again (1 Peter
i. 20), grow (1 Peter ii. 2), are cleansed (John xv. 3), sanctified (John
xvii. 17), built up (Acts xx. 32), rejoice (Jer. xv. 16), and how by it
God will judge His enemies (John xii. 45).
Oh, let us more diligently search its sacred pages; seek the enlightening of the Holy Spirit Who inspired it and Whose sole right it is
to interpret it to humble searchers and seekers. May we search for
its treasures more than men search a mine for gold; seek to trace our
Father's mind and will concerning us, and to count upon the promises
therein to be fulfilled in our present and future; and in all to look
up and beyond with holy expectation and longing for that Day when
we shall see in all the fulness of glory the Incarnate Word Himself,
even Him Whose" Name is called The Word of God" (Rev. xix. 13).
It was a lovely picture, and one which enforced upon me the reality
of what this Sacred Book is to the man of God, when, as his last days
approached, strength visibly declining, and the earthly tabernacle
being gently taken down, my beloved father, " G. C.," laid aside one
thing after another, until the Book which had been his life-long companion was the only thing left at his side. Laying his weak hand
upon it one day, he was heard to be repeating Kelly's hymn, " I love
the sacred Book of God," and when he reached the fifth verse, he
broke down with apparent joy /1,S he spake to himself:
"When midst the throng celestial placed,
The bright Original I see;
From which Thy sacred page was traced,
Sweet Book! I've no more need of thee."

R.

"THE rise and fall of princes, the issues of war, and all the great
affairs of state, which are the subject of the consultations of wise
and great men, are no more above God's direction, than the meanest
concerns of the poorest cottages are below His notice."-Matthew
Henry.
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"EVERLASTING LOVE."
A

SERMON

PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON
ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

AT

" Everlasting Love."-JEREMIAH xxxi., part of verse 3.
WE must consider this subject of the everlasting love in a way that
meets our great needs as sinners, and not as an abstract subject; not
as an academical subject, but, as it is indeed, a very practical subject
and one most vital for those who feel their need as sinners. To treat
the matter as an abstract one might be very interesting, highly interesting, but we are poor sinners and are concerned to know this love and
not merely to have it expounded to us according to the letter; the
reality of it is what we want, the power of it, the application of it to
our hearts. There are three questions which arise in connection with
our study of this blessed subject. First, Whose love is everlasting ~
And secondly, who they are that are so loved ~ And thirdly, what to
such characters are the effects of that love ~
Everlasting Love. Whose love is everlasting? The verse from which
the words are taken answers this question. "The Lord hath appeared
of old unto me," or, "from afar unto me, saying, yea, I have loved
thee." It is the Lord Who loves with everlasting love, and He only,
He only, can. The Father, the Son, the Holy Ghost alike-there is
no difference in the love of these Holy Three-They each love with a
perfect love, a quenchless love, a discriminating love, a personal love.
They love fully. And only God loves with all His heart, and all His
soul, and all His strength, and all His might. God is not half-hearted in
His love, He loves fully and to the end. Jesus" having loved His Own
which were in the world, loved them unto the end." The passage I have
mentioned is one I think I have before expounded as meaning He
loves entirely, or utterly. He could not love more, and therefore we
are satisfied with that love if we have a part in it.
The Lord is the great Love:c. of His people, and this love He has
manifested in a way of grace and truth. In the Epistle to Titus there
is mentioned" The grace of God which bringeth salvation hath appeared
to all men "-the grace of God has appeared in a way of love; as our
text has it, " Yea, saith the Lord, I have loved thee," from of old He
loved. You have an alternative translation in the margin, you notice,
" The Lord hath appeared from afar unto me." He has loved from
afar-how far ~ How far have we fallen from God, what the depth of
the pit into which we have fallen-it is hopeless to pursue the subject
-it is an abyss, an abyss, a bottomless pit-the distance from God
into which we have fallen. Far, very far from God have we gone, and
yet He has loved us when so fallen, has loved us with an everlasting
love, has loved us long ago, "Yea, saith the Lord." "The Lord hath
appeared of old unto me." Some of us can look back to the days when
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first we awakened to realize that we were loved of God. A marvellous
day that was in the history of each of us when the Lord gave us to feel
and know that He loved us. He loved us from afar, from of old, He
loved us in Christ, for this is His love, the marvel of it. In the first
General Epistle of John, the third chapter, the first verse, the apostle
exclaims adoringly, "Behold, what manner of love." It was the manner
that astounded him, the manner of it, the mode of it, in Christ redeemingly, redemptively; in Christ purgingly, so that He washed away the
sins that were laid to His account as the Sin-bearer, leaving not a trace
behind, so efficacious was His blood; not a trace of the sin for which He
made atonement remained. It has been sought for many times but has
not yet been discovered. Oh, how marvellous this manner of love!
"Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us,
that we should be called the sons of God." Was ever love like that,
think you? Can there ever be love like that-everlasting love, Divine
love in Christ, always in Christ, never out of Christ. God loves no one
out of Christ, all whom He loves He loves in Christ alone, but there is
the sphere in which everlasting love finds its operations. Chosen in
Christ the sinner who is loved is loved with a free-not conditionallove. Give no heed to those who teach you, or would seek to teach
you, the error of conditional love. It is absolute love. The absolute
love of the Father, the absolute love of the Son, and the absolute love
of God the Holy Ghosir-this is everlasting love. All else is mutable
love and perishes with the using, but this love is eternal, this love is
worthy of God, Whose it is; this is salvation love.
But secondly, who are they who are so loved? Again we turn to our
text. "The Lord hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have
loved thee." It is a personal love, it needs to be known by each one
himself, each sinner for himself. You cannot know it for me, I cannot
know it for you. It is in the singular number-cc Yea, saith the Lord,
I have loved thee." And if He has loved a sinner in his sins, loved
him when dead in his sins, none can reverse that love of God. He has
loved, ever loved, him. He loved him from of old, He loved him from
afar, from a distance that cannot be measured or estimated or guessed
at. And when He puts away th~ sins of the loved sinner what does
He do with them? "As far as the east is from the west"-how far
is that? how far is the east from the west ?-" so far hath He put
our transgressions from us." Think of that. Oh, is not that worthy
of God? Is not that worthy of the Father, of the Son, and of the
Spirit, to put away sins so far that they can never, never be found?
They have been put away righteously, they have been put away according to God, in God's Own way. He consulted with none in that
matter. He knew what He was about when He laid the sins of His
people upon Jesus; and Jesus knew what He was about when He was
dying in the greatness of His love for the redemption of those whose
sins the Father had charged upon Him; and the Holy Ghost is of the
same mind. Oh, how He loves, how He works in the greatness of His
love to effect the salvation of these, the loved ones whose iniquities the
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Father charged upon Christ. This love, I say again, is altogether
worthy of God. God will never be ashamed of His love; He will
never be ashamed of having loved anyone particular sinner. Whatever that sinner may think of himself, and think and say of his sins
in the bitterness of his soul, the Father will never, never regret He
loved that sinner, nor will the Lord Jesus regret that He died for that
sinner, nor will the Holy Ghost regret that He laboured long and largely
for the bringing in of that sinner, for bringing him amongst the believers
and securing him there in accordance with the terms of everlasting
love, in accordance with the terms of Covenant love. All is done
according to rule and the Word of truth in this matter; there is nothing
left to chance, nothing left to contingency, and nothing left to mannothing left to man. It is not nine hundred and ninety-nine contributions on the part of everlasting love conditional upon one effort, one
thought, on the part of man in order to make the thing complete-the
perfect way of God. God's way is perfect and needs no amendments,
no additions, from the beginning to the end.
It is this everlasting love that makes things so sure for us who
believe. The love that loved us once loves us always, God has not
set His love upon His people for a time only. He loved them to the
cross, He loved them to the empty tomb, He loved them to His Right
Hand, He loved them to where Jesus is and works in Heaven-the
Heaven of Heavens. He loved them thus with a great love, He Himself calls it a great love. In the Epistle to the Ephesians, the second
chapter, He speaks of it there. He says: "God, Who is rich in mercy,
for His great love wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead in
sins, hath quickened us." That is it. The order is Divine, definite.
"Having loved His Own which were in the world "-His Own, namely,
those whom He redeemed with blood, those whom He reconciled to
God, those whom He clothed with His beauteous perfect righteousness,
those who will be with Him for ever in the Glory. How worthy all
this of Himself !
And now, lastly, What to such sinful characters are the effects of such
distinguishing love? Our text answers-" Therefore with lovingkindness
have I drawn thee," the margin--=" The·refore have I extended lovingkindness unto thee." God has a reason, and here He gives one, why He
blesses His people. He has vast reasons why He blesses them (" they
shall be blessed "), but here and there He announces the reason why
He deals with them as He does. Why did He deal with me as He did
when He found me dead in sins ~ Having loved me from of old, from
afar, it pleased Him so to do. Just because He would, He did; and
just because He would, He does still, still loves, still loves on unweariedly. Though I sin so frequently against His love He still loves.
Though I sin so basely against His mercy He still manifests mercy, He
is God and not man, He changes not, therefore we sons of Jacob are not
consumed. Why, anyone of our sins as believers would merit our
being consumed; to sin against light is more than to sin against that
which we know not, and some know not. As Jesus Himself said, "They
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know not what they do," and so there are those who are ignorant in
what they are doing and in sinning as they do. But the believer knows
what he is doing in sinning as he does, and that is the baseness of the
character of the child of God, that is the baseness of his conduct. As
a child of God he knows what he is doing and does it, against that love
he does it, and yet God loves. I marvel at this-how He bears with
me, how He endures me in His love and compassion. Well, there is
something to be said, and this is that He has compassion because He
will have compassion upon me, and He has mercy upon me because He
will have mercy upon me. That is it that justifies Him in His ways.
He has thought it all out from the beginning-there is no afterthought
on God's part in this matter of loving with an everlasting love. He
will not change His mind about me, He will not change His mind about
you, dear child of God. You and I together can weep over our shortcomings and manifold infirmities in His sight, but we need not fear
that He will cut us off, or cast us off-He hateth putting away and He
never did it yet. He does hate putting away, He will not put away,
He will remain the same to the days of eternity in the love that He
bears us-yesterday, to-day, and for ever the same. "Yea, I have
loved thee with an everlasting love "-there is the quality of it, the
duration of it, there is the thing itself.
There is nothing unto which the love of God can be compared, nothing
in Heaven that we can take as an illustration but God Himself. God is
the Love, God is Love. There is nothing we can compare to Him and
His love, it is unique-absolutely. It is so entirely Divine that nothing
that is not Divine can be of any use to us in drawing a parallel or
pointing a truth connected with this love. Let us adore, let us be
silent, let us be praiseful in the fulness of our hearts, though not a word
pass our lips concerning our sense of this great love, this exceeding
great love, this incomparable love. "We love Him, because He first
loved us," it says. Do we love Him ~ We love Him a little, we hope
we do, we trust we do, we pray we may have more love to His holy
Name, to Himself, to His truth. "We love Him because He first
loved us "-there is a generating power in the love of God when it is
shed abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghost, "shed abroad "-a
plentiful rain this, an outpouring through the windows of Heaven of
the refreshing showers of blessing. An everlasting love keeps us
employed, constantly employed. Were we ever awake to our responsibilities and to our privileges we should be constantly occupied in
praising God for His everlasting love, and we should find our hearts
under a holy constraint so to do. But we are cumbered with this evil
body of flesh and blood. At present we are hindered, grievously
hindered, by the sins which so easily beset us, and we are enchained
and deprived of the full enjoyment of our liberty as children of Godat present, but we are looking to be delivered from this present evil
flesh and blood; the Lord has given us a good promise that we shall
not always be thus. We shall, because of His everlasting love, be
brought through, we shall be raised to the glory incorruptible, undefiled,
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and unfading , and we shall be like Him Who loved us and gave Himself
for us, and we shall put on our beautiful garments on the morning of
the resurrection-all the result of everlasting love, all the effect of that
love as being manifested unto us, even us.
Heaven is peopled with God-loved souls. There is not one there
amidst that vast company whom no man can number who was not
loved with an everlasting love, and all of them yonder, already yonder,
satisfied it is so. There are no two opinions amongst the glorified
about the love that is everlasting. They cease not day and night in
praising Him Who washed them from their sins. There are none but
sinners there, all of them dead sinners, dead in trespasses, till the Spirit
quickened them in the day of His power and made them long to have
salvation in God's way, and they had it, and they were satisfied, and
there they are in the glory yonder with the same mind concerning the
everlasting love of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. They
were all redeemed with the same blood. They sing much about the
blood yonder; the words that they say, and are saying still, are so much
about the blood, and what the blood has done for them. And why
should not we who are here, participators in anticipation of the same
happy employment, why should we not occupy much more of our
time about the blood, commending it to others as being so efficacious in
meeting the necessities of poor sinners? And should we not likewise
point our case by referring to ourselves-what it has done for us, how
the blood of Jesus was sprinkled upon our hearts, and how it brought
peace to our consciences, and liberty to our feet to go in the way of
His commandments? All this we might be doing but we are too slow
of heart, and we are so prone to walk in a pathway of our own choosing
rather than of the Lord's choosing. "Choose Thou for me "-may
that be much more frequently our prayer, and much more heartily our
prayer that it may be not the words of our lips only but the language
of our souls, and the Lord will hear us and help our infirmities; no
doubt the Lord will breathe upon us power, and give us power and
liberty in the light and joy of His countenance, and, enduring unto the
end and singing all the way, we shall be accordingly living more to His
glory-so much more than no~.
May the Lord add blessing to His Word to-night, and give us to
hunger and thirst for that knowledge, more knowledge, of this everlasting love to the chief of sinners which He has manifested in the
Person and work of His Own Beloved Son.

"MARRIAGE is, after all, the umon of two sinners, and not of two
angels." -Bishop J. O. Ryle.
" IT is not for any good we deserve or have done or can do for which
He taketh such care of His weak and foolish children. It is for the
glory of His free grace, constant love and sworn Covenant, even for
His own name's sake."-Dickson.
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SERMON PREACHED BEFORE THE UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD, AT
ST. PETER'S, OXFORD, BY THE REV. W. ROMAINE, M.A., IN THE
AFTERNOON OF MARCH 20TH, 1757.

" Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness; let the earth open, and let them bring forth salvation,
and let righteousness spring up together. I the Lord have created
it."-IsAIAH xlv. 8.

IN a former discourse upon these words it was proposed to consider,
first, their true sense and meaning; and, secondly, to make some
practical remarks upon them. Having gone through the first particular,
and established the doctrine, I come now to reduce it to practice, and
this I shall do by making some remarks upon the words in the order
they lay in the text.
The first remark that would occur to an attentive reader, is the
state of man before righteousness is poured down upon him from on
high. He is like the dry ground, which for want of rain is desolate
and barren. So is man in a state of nature destitute of the heavenly
influence of Christ's righteousness, he has no good thing springing
up in him. Before he is made righteous, he is altogether unrighteous.
Being unjust, he is an object of Divine justice. The law of God
looks upon him as a transgressor, and considers him in a state of
cono.emnation. 1'be 'bovereign Juo.ge regaro.s him as a child. oi Ris
wrath, and has passed the just decree, that the unrighteous shall not
inherit the kingdom of God.
This is the condition of all men by nature, they are unrighteous,
and condemned for their unrighteousness: and they are also helpless
and without strength to attain any righteousness for themselves.
And yet there is in their fallen nature a cursed pride, which never
brake out with greater violence than at present, and which will not
submit to the righteousness of God. That we have no righteousness
in ourselves, and can attain none. by 'any power or working of our
own, is the plain doctrine of God's Word, is the very fundamental
article of our established Church, and it is evident from daily and
melancholy experience, and it is the first practical truth in Christianity;
for until we be deeply convinced of our sinfulness and helplessness,
we shall see no reason to apply to Christ for His righteousness. Men
must find themselves sick before they will send for the physician.
Our want of righteousness is the cause of all our spiritual sickness
and maladies, and the Scripture speaks plainly of our want of righteousness. "We have before proved," says the apostle, "both Jews
and Gentiles, that they are all under sin, as it is written, There is none
righteous, no not one." So says our ninth Article: "By original
sin, man is very far gone from original righteousness, and by it every
person born into the world deserveth God's wrath and damnation."
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And concerning our helplessness in this state, our reformers in the
second part of the homily, " On the misery of man," speak the sense
of Scripture in these words:" Thus we have heard how evil we be of ourselves, how of ourselves, and by ourselves, we have no goodness, help, or salvation,
but contrariwise, sin, damnation, and death everlasting: which, if
we deeply weigh and consider, we shall the better understand the
great mercy of God, and how our salvation cometh only by Christ:
for in ourselves (as of ourselves) we find nothing whereby we may
be delivered from this miserable captivity, into the which we are
cast, through the envy of the devil by breaking of God's commandment, in our first parent Adam. We are all become unclean, but we
all are not able to cleanse ourselves, nor make one another of us clean.
We are by nature the children of God's wrath, but we are not able
to make ourselves the children and inheritors of God's glory. We
are sheep that run astray, but we cannot of our own power come
again to the sheep-fold: so great is our imperfection and weakness.
In ourselves therefore may we not glory, which of ourselves are
nothing but sinful; neither may we rejoice in any works that we do,
all which be so imperfect and impure, that they are not able to stand
before the righteous judgment-seat of God; as the holy prophet David
saith, 'Enter not into judgment with Thy servant, 0 Lord, for no
man that liveth shall be found righteous in Thy sight.' To God
therefore must we flee, or else shall we never find peace, rest, and quietness of conscience in our hearts."
Thus far our reformers. To the truth of their words we have all
set our hands, and may God set our hearts to act agreeably to our
subscriptions. Though they were our own act and deed, yet it is
a matter of fact, which cannot be concealed, nor too much lamented,
that many persons act directly contrary to their most solemn engagements: for how seldom do we hear anything from the pulpit about
original sin, or about there being none righteous, no not one.
Instead of this antiquated doctrine, what is more common than to
hear declamations upon the sufficiency of human reason in matters
of religion, upon the dignity of human nature, and upon moral rectitude ~ And is it not the general scope of young preaching to recom~
mend practical duties, as necessary terms and conditions of our
justification before God ~ Is this the case, my brethren, or is it not ~
Certainly you know it is. Have you not heard reason extolled as
a sufficient guide in matters of religion, contrary to the express Word
of God, which declares that the natural man receiveth not the things
of the Spirit of God, nor while he continues a natural man can he
know them, let him pretend to reason ever so much about them ~
Have you not heard men lavish in the praises of the dignity of human
nature, which if God's account of human nature be true, is an
unrighteous dignity ~ What is a more common topic than to cry up
moral rectitude, which, if Scripture be true, is an unrighteous rectitude, and to recommend practical duties as terms of justification,
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which is setting them up in the place of Christ's righteousness and
teaching men an unrighteous obedience? Upon whatever footing
this be done, it is an unrighteous attempt; whether it be upon the
principles of natural religion, or morality, or any other fashionable
system, it is equally unrighteous, because it is going about to establish a righteousness of man's own, and not submitting to the righteousness of God; and whoever does this, neither knows his own want
of righteousness nor his inability to attain any by human means;
nor does he know that there is no righteousness to be had but what
must come down from heaven, but what the heavens must drop down
from above, and the skies must pour out, the application of which
truth is my second remark.
The text clearly teaches us that righteousness comes from above,
8S the rain does.
It does not spring or grow out of the earth, for
there is none upon earth righteous, no not one; but God sends it
down from heaven. In like manner as the dry parched ground has
not the rain in itself, but receives it from the fruitful influence of
the heavens, so the barren wilderness of man's heart has no righteousness, until the Holy Spirit bring it from above: for it is His office
to convince the sinner of his unrighteousness, and then to convince
him of righteousness, by giving him faith to apply to himself that
Divine righteousness, which Christ wrought out for his justification
and salvation.
If any member of our Church thinks this doctrine wanting in point
of evidence, let him consult the Articles and Homilies; words cannot
be plainer than those are in the beginning of the sermon, On the
salvation of mankind by only Christ our Saviour, from Sin and Death
everlasting. "Because all men be sinners, and offenders against
God, and breakers of His law and commandments, therefore can no
man by his own acts, works, and deeds (seem they never so good)
be justified, and made righteous before God: but every man of
necessity is constrained to seek for another righteousness of justification, to be received at God's own hands, that is to say, the forgiveness
of his sins and trespasses, in such things as he hath offended. And
this justification or righteousness, :which we so receive of God's mercy
and Christ's merits, embraced by faith, is taken, accepted, and allowed
of God for our perfect and full justification: for (as it follows in
the latter part of the same Homily) all the good works that we can do
be imperfect, and therefore not able to deserve our justification; but
our justification doth come freely by the mere mercy of God; and
of so great and free mercy, that whereas all the world was not able
of themselves to pay any part towards their ransom, it pleased our
Heavenly Father of His infinite mercy, without any our desert or
deserving, to prepare for us the most precious jewels of Christ's body
and blood, whereby our ransom might be fully paid, the law fulfilled,
and His justice fully satisfied. So that Christ is now the righteousness of all them that truly do believe in Him."
This is the doctrine of our reformers, and if any person refuse to
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abide by their authority, let him consult the oracles of truth, where
he may read that the righteousness by which we are justified is not
man's, but God's: and that Christ the God-man is the end of the
law for righteousness to everyone that believeth-and if he still refuse
to make mention of His righteousness, even His only, the Holy Spirit
refers him to the fair volume of nature for further evidence. He
teaches us that fallen man without the righteousness of Christ is
like the earth without rain. Look then upon the face of the earth
after there has been no rain for two or three summer months, and
see with your own eyes the necessity of having righteousness rained
down from heaven. You see the earth hath lost its verdure. The
more tender vegetables are quite dead. The more robust hang their
heads and droop. This is the true picture of the natural man destitute
of Christ's righteousness. No grace can grow, no virtue can flourish
in him. His heart is a parched up wilderness, in which nothing good
can spring, until Christ's righteousness be rained upon it. If the fact
be true in nature, this doctrine must be equally true in grace. If
nothing can grow without the rain and dew of heaven, then nothing
can grow without the righteousness of Christ: for He Who cannot
deceive uses this illustration to teach us the necessity of Christ's
righteousness. Ye heavens, drop down the dew, says He, and let
the skies pour out righteousness. Its original is from heaven, and
it comes to us from thence to overthrow the pride of natural religion,
and morality, and whatever ascribes to fallen man the will and the
power of making himself righteous before God. That which makes us
righteous is not in any faculty of nature, but is entirely the free gift
of grace. And it is owing to men's vain glory and pride, which of all
vices is most universally grafted in all mankind, that men know not
themselves, and will not look up to heaven for that righteousness
which they want. Hence it is, that we hear so much about natural
and moral religion, which pay their court to the pride of our fallen
nature, and hence comes that execrable position upon which they
are built, viz., " That man has in himself the rule of right and obligations to follow it." Is not this insulting God to His face? He says
that all men are gone out of th~ right way; the moralist gives Him the
lie, and says, No, I have still in myself the rule of right. What rule
of right has he in himself, whom God has pronounced unrighteous
and abominable altogether? Has the unrighteous man the rule of
righteousness in himself? What sort of a rule is it by which an
unrighteous man walks? And what obligations has he in himself to
follow the rule of right, of whom, God says, there is none that doeth
good, no not one? Can he have at the same time in himself obligations to follow the rule of right, the thoughts of the imaginations of
whose heart are only evil continually? It is impossible. Until Christ's
righteousness be poured down upon him from heaven, he is blind
and dark in the things of God, he has no rule of right, and he has
obligations, and strong ones, to follow the rule of wrong, but none
to follow what is right. This is God's account of fallen man. How
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different is it from the flattering view in which our moral teachers
love to paint, and dress the fancied dignity of their nature. Pride,
ignorant of itself, makes them believe that they are still great and
noble beings; and they cannot bear the just character which our
Church has drawn of them in the conclusion of the Homily on the
misery of man. "Hitherto we have heard what we are of ourselves,
very sinful, wretched and damnable. Again, we have heard, how
that of ourselves, and by ourselves we are not able either to think
a good thought, or work a good deed, so that we can find in ourselves
no hope of salvation, but rather whatsoever maketh unto our destruction." We must have this humbling view of ourselves, if ever we
see reason to seek righteousness from heaven. May God humble us
all, and convince us deeply of our want of righteousness, that we
may apply to Him for it-knowing where it may be had, we shall
apply for it properly, which leads me to considerThirdly, How it is to be attained ~
The place of its growth may point out unto us the true method of
attaining it. It is of heavenly extraction. You cannot ascend to
heaven to bring it down. But may not your prayers and good works
ascend to merit it ~ No, they cannot. Until Christ's righteousness
be imputed to you by faith, your prayers are an abomination, and
your fancied good works are nothing but sin. So says the Scripture,
"Whatsoever is not of faith is sin." So says our Church in her
Articles, " Works done before the grace of Christ, and the inspiration
of His Spirit, are not pleasant to God, neither do they make men
meet to receive grace-Yea rather, for that they are not done, as God
hath willed and commanded them to be done, we doubt not but they
have the nature of sin." We doubt not but the best of them are
only so many splendid sins. They may adorn a man's outward conversation, may gain him the honour of men, but in the eyes of God
they are of no price: because they flow from an unregenerate heart.
So that works done before we receive Christ's righteousness can do
nothing towards meriting it, and works done after receiving it can
add nothing to it. It is a free gift, therefore works done before
cannot merit it. It waits for no qualification, no condition in the
receiver, because it is given to the most unworthy, and is given to
supply the want of all qualifications and conditions-it is given to
the unrighteous and to the ungodly. And it wants no works done
after receiving to add to it, because it is infinitely perfect. It is the
righteousness of God, and will prove itself to be from God by its
fruits, which fruits evidence us to be righteous, but do not make us
so; for if they were to make us righteous, but in part, that would
be going about to establish our own righteousness, and not submitting
to the righteousness of God.
This is the doctrine of Scripture. After the apostle had established
it by various proofs, he thus sums them all up-Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the works of the law.
Our Church has made the same conclusion in her Eleventh Article,
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where she teaches, "That we are accounted righteous before God
only for the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ by faith,
and not for our own works or deservings. Wherefore that we are
justified by faith only, is a most wholesome doctrine, and very full of
comfort, as more largely is expressed in the Homily of justification."
In which Homily we have these words: "Justification is not the
office of man, but of God: for man" cannot make himself righteous
by his own works, neither in part nor in the whole, for that were
the greatest arrogancy and presumption of man, that antichrist could
set up against God, to affirm, that a man might, by his own works,
take away and purge his own sins, and so justify himself. But justification is the office of God only, and is not a thing which we render
unto Him, but which we receive of Him; not which we give to Him,
but which we take of Him by His free mercy, and by the only merits
of His most dearly beloved Son, our only Redeemer, Saviour, and
Justifier, Jesus Christ."
In the following part of the same Homily are these words: "The
very true meaning of this proposition or saying, We be justified by
faith in Christ only, is this, We put our faith in Christ, that we be
justified by Him only, that we be justified by God's free mercy, and
the merits of our Saviour Christ only, and by no virtue or good works
of our own, that is in us, or that we can be able, to have or to do,
for to deserve the same: Christ Himself only being the cause meritorious thereof."
If then all working and boasting be thus excluded, both by Scripture
and by the authority of our own Church, how is this righteousness
to be attained? The prophet teaches us in the text. We receive
it as the thirsty ground does the rain. Can we do anything towards
bringing down the gentle dew, or the fruitful rain of heaven? When
the earth is parched and burnt up, can we command the clouds above
to descend and saturate the thirsty soil? No. We are not equal to
these things: any more than we can bring down the righteousness
of Christ when we please. It is God's to give, ours to receive, as the
dry ground does the rain. When God pours down from on high
abundance of righteousness, wh!1t can we do but receive it, as a free
gift, and be thankful? This is the main point, and much stress
should be laid upon it. We all want righteousness alike, being all
alike sinners. Christ has infinite and perfect righteousness to give,
and when we desire it, we should be sure to seek it in the way wherein
God has appointed to bestow it. Now He always bestows it freelynot upon those who merit it, for then it would not be free-Merit and
free grace are opposites, but He bestows it upon the unrighteous and
ungodly. He bestows it upon them who want it most, and who are
sensible they can do the least to attain it. If then you desire righteousness, go as unrighteous and ungodly to the Lord Jesus, and He
will clothe you with His all-perfect righteousness. He requires no
qualification but to acknowledge that you have none. If you are
sensible of your wants, that is a prevailing motive enough with Him
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to supply them. To find that you want righteousness, is the proper
way and means to attain it--Hear what your God promises you"Blessed are they who hunger and thirst after righteousness: for
they shall be filled."-Ye shall be filled with it, because ye hunger
and thirst after it, not because ye deserve it, and have merited it by
your good works, but because you are made sensible that you cannot
deserve or merit it. This is the established method of God's acting" For He filleth the hungry with good things, but the rich Pharisee
He sendeth empty away"-He filleth them who hunger and thirst
after righteousness with the good things of grace, and with the best
things of glory-but He sendeth him, who says I am rich, and increased
with goods, and have need of nothing, such a proud Pharisee He
sendeth empty away.
It is exceedingly difficult to convince men that this is the Gospel
method of salvation. Their pride will not submit to it--no, not to be
saved-by the righteousness of God-they will try, even after they
are convinced of the necessity of God's righteousness, to add something
of their own to it. Their fond conceit of themselves will not let them
see how entirely their nature is corrupted and how corrupt their best
works are. Vicious self-love raises a thousand objections against free
justification through Christ's righteousness: but there has been one
made by men of corrupt minds in every age, and which they are still
making, though God Himself has vouchsafed to give it an answer.
They object to this Scripture doctrine, That it makes void the law,
and renders an holy life needless. To which calumny God answers
in the text. When He sends down a shower of righteousness from
above, He says, let the earth open, and receive the heavenly blessing.
But to ·what end 1 That it may continue as barren and unfruitful
as before 1 No, but that such effects may follow in the spiritual
world, as always do in the natural, when reviving showers descend
upon the dry, thirsty ground. Do not they always make the earth
fruitful 1 So does the righteousness of Christ, as I proposed to show
under my fourth and last remark, which was to prove what are the
constant fruits of it.
The righteousness of Christ is to deliver us from our sinful nature,
and not to encourage us to live in it: for this is the will of God, even
our sanctification. He gives us righteousness from heaven, that it
may raise us up to heaven: for as it comes from God, it will carry
us up to God. It will not remain in us as a dead and barren principle,
but will make us fruitful in good works, even that we may be filled
with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ unto the
glory and praise of God the Father. This is the Scripture account
of the doctrine, and it is also the doctrine of our Church. We read
in the first part of the Homily upon faith, " That as the light cannot
be hid, but will show forth itself at one place or another: so a true
faith cannot be kept secret, but when occasion is offered, it will break
out, and show itself by good works. And as the living body of a man
ever exerciseth such things as belong to a natural and living body,
15
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for nourishment and preservation of the same, as it hath need, opportunity, and occasion, even so the soul, that hath a lively faith in it,
will be doing always some good work, which shall declare that it is
living and will not be unoccupied. Therefore when men hear in the
Scripture so high commendations of faith, that it maketh us to please
God, to live with God, and to be the children of God: if then they
fancy, that they be set at liberty from doing all good works, and
may live as they list, they trifle with God, and deceive themselves.
And it is a manifest token that they be far from having the true
and lively faith, and also far from knowing what true faith meaneth."
These are the words of our reformers. They speak of the true
justifying faith agreeably to the sense of Scripture, describing it to
be an active operative grace, producing all the fair and ripe fruits
of an holy life. These flow as constantly from it as light does from
the sun. If any man says he hath this faith, and does not make it
manifest by these fruits, he deceiveth himself, and the truth is not
in him. His faith is dead. It is no better than what the devils have,
and unless it please God to open his eyes and to undeceive him, he will
soon have his portion amongst them, who believe and tremble.
I have now finished the practical remarks which the text offered
to our consideration, and I hope, my brethren, they have appeared to
you with convincing evidence. The present and the eternal welfare
of your own souls, as well as of theirs which are committed to your
care, require you to meditate seriously upon this fundamental doctrine
of Christianity. Our whole religion stands upon this great truth,
that the righteousness for which we sinners are accepted as righteous
at the bar of justice is not our own, but Christ's-wholly wrought
out for us by His obedience and sufferings, and received of us by
faith without any of our works or deservings. St. Paul has written
two epistles in defence of this doctrine. If any man can read them
without being convinced of the truth of it, he is out of the reach of
argument. When the Church of Rome denied the truth of it, and
was fallen into the damnable doctrine of works being meritorious
towards our justification, which is the ground-work of all their gross
heresies and superstitions, it pleased God to raise up the reformers,
who laboured chiefly to overthrow this fundamental error, and He
blest their labours with success. By their means the knowledge of
the pure Gospel of Jesus Christ was spread abroad, and reached unto
this land. Our Church was happily reformed, as from all the errors
of popery, so from the doctrine of the merit of works in particular.
Long it stood upon the principles of the Reformation, and these
principles, glory be to God's good providence, are still in our Articles
and Homilies and liturgy. But where else shall we find them? Who
maintains them? Who writes, who preaches in their defence? Alas,
they who should be their friends, betray them: for is there a more
generally received opinion than that good works are the terms of
our acceptance with God? Is not natural religion founded upon this
opinion? And, so far as men build upon it, they depart from the
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great doctrine of the Reformation, and return back to popery. Is
this our religious situation, or is it not? Let matter of fact speak.
Are the celebrated books in which youth are now lectured written in
the Protestant spirit against the merit of works, and tending to establish the righteousness of Christ? Is this also the general scope of
our preaching? Is it our righteousness or God's that we seek to
establish? Let experience answer. And it answers loud enoughWe hear man's righteousness echoed from the pulpit and from the
press-and in this Protestant Church-in this sound and best constituted Church upon earth, too many of her sons have learned to
reject the fundamental doctrine upon which she was established.
When we are thus departing and falling away from our first principles,
it seemed to me necessary to call upon you, as Christian men to
embrace, and as members of our Church, to defend them. Whoever
amongst us seeks justification through Christ's righteousness cannot
be offended at what I have said-and I would offend those who seek
for justification without Christ's righteousness. I would gladly stir
them up and provoke them to examine their principles and to try
whether they can trust their eternity upon them. If they trust to
their own righteousness, they are lost for ever. If there be truth in
God-if there be any reliance upon His Word, there is no righteousness but Christ's, wherein sinners can appear without spot of sin at
the bar of justice. This is the only clothing which can hide all their
original and actual pOllution. Trust to it and God the Father will
see you perfect in beauty, through the comeliness which Christ will
put upon you. Reject it, and think of appearing before Him with
the least stain of sin, He is of purer eyes than to behold you. The
least stain makes you unrighteous, and it is decreed that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God. Oh, that His good Spirit
may practically convince everyone who hears me this day, of hi
want of some better righteousness than his own, and may He enable.
us to wait upon the Lord our righteousness, until the text be fulfilled
in us-May He command the heavens from above to drop down,
and the skies to pour forth righteousness-and may He command
the earth, even our earthly sensual hearts, to open and to receive it,
that salvation and righteousness may spring up together, with all
their fair and ripe fruits. Grant this, blessed God and Father, to this
whole congregation, through the all-perfect righteousness of Thy Son
Jesus Christ, and by the influence of the Holy Spirit upon our hearts,
turning us from sin to righteousness, that the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit may be glorified in us, and by us, in time, and in eternity. Amen
and Amen.

" HE doth not say, ' Without Me ye can do but little,' or 'without
Me ye can do nothing but with great difficulty,' or ' Without Me ye
can do nothing perfectly'; but' Without Me ye can do nothing' at
all." -John Flavel.
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LABOUR-VAIN AND OTHERWISE.
As we know, the book of Ecclesiastes is about all the labour that is done
under the sun, and I was struck by the way in which it is described in
the thirteenth verse of the first chapter. It is there called" this sore
travail" which God hath " given to the sons of man to be exercised
therewith," or as it says in the margin, " to affiict them." It reads as
if all the things that are done on the earth are done only for the sake
of those who do them, and not for any outside profit; just as what we
do in childhood is done for our own well-being alone. We grow and
flourish and are taught, while every night sees an entire end of our
play. The waves wash from off the face of the earth all our castles.
And it sounds from this verse as if the " sore travail" of our later
years is given to us pre-eminently to be exercised therewith, each one
coming into the world with nothing, to learn what he knows not, from
the way in which his duties and his toils pass through his hands and
his heart. We know from our own experience, as well as from the
Word of God, that" except the Lord build the house, they labour in
vain that build it." How smoothly things go at times. At other times
everything goes wrong. Solomon's Temple was built without a jarring
sound. Not one brick more might be added to Babel when the Lord
said that the work was to cease. But Solomon was beloved of the
Lord; the Babel builders were revolters from Him. Yet what does
He say to His own Israel as in Haggai? They looked for much and 10,
it came to little; when they brought it home, the Lord blew upon it.
In spite of their labours everything seemed to be short; as if they had
been Egyptians whose labour God gave to the locust and their increase
to the caterpillar. How very numerous are the cases written for our
learning when the men of might could not find their hands. Darius
laboured all night to deliver Daniel, but it was not to be done-not by
him. The men in Jonah's ship rowed hard to bring it to land, but
they could not, for the sea wrought and was tempestuous against them.
A good man, whom I heard preach in Scotland last year, had a way of
referring to "the uselessness of man." He laboured in the Gospel,
prayed spiritual prayers, and opened up the Word of life; but God
had taught him where, and where only, his strength lay. How often
since the disciples' little ship was tossed up and down on Galilee have
the Lord's friends and followers felt as if they needed some power
outside themselves to prevent them from sinking. How often with
Paul have they been tossed up and down in Adria. A word from the
Lord is all that is needed. He speaks, and it is done. When God said
that they were to go and fight Amalek, victory was sure although the
fight was long. When they presumed to go up the hill by themselves,
they were chased off the field as by bees. He giveth power to the
faint, and to them that have no might, He increaseth strength.
The apostle, however, was not always speaking like this; as if
nothing was certain but failure. He told his friends that their labour
was not in vain in the Lord. The dear Psalmist said, "Blessed is
everyone that feareth the Lord, that walketh in His ways; for thou
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shalt eat the labour of thine hands: happy shalt thou be and it shall
be well with thee." David's labour was not in vain in the Lord, and
he knew it, when he gave to Solomon all that he had gathered together
during his years of strife and grief, for the building of the Temple.
Onesiphorus's labour was not in vain in the Lord, when at last, after
diligent search, he found out Paul and refreshed him.
But I like to think that all the labour of the living soul is not in vain
in the Lord. We read of it in the one hundred and seventh psalm:
" He brought down their heart with labour, they fell down and there
was none to help. Then they cried unto the Lord in their trouble and
He saved them out of their distresses." It sounds like what the Lord
Christ said, " Come unto Me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and
I will give you rest."
It is Himself Who brings them to this desired haven. Through
their mounting up to heaven and plunging again into the deep through
the stormy winds and waves, He brings them to the place where they
would be. There would have been as much sense in Jonah's telling
the waves to cease their raging, as much reason in the disciples' speaking
to the winds that infuriated the waters of Galilee, as in the exercised
and thought-driven child of God commanding a peace to take possession
of his soul when the Comforter has not yet done so.
But their labour is not in vain in the Lord. He knows the thoughts
that come into their mind, everyone of them. His children would
never weary themselves as He makes them weary; no waves can set
themselves going, all the winds are at His beck and bidding. Indeed,
we have been as disobedient as Jonah was, as unbelieving as ever the
disciples were, but it is His Own mercy that has raised the tempests
in our hearts to drive us to Himself. He was on the land when they
were toiling in rowing. He was in the ship while they were fearing its
swamping. Their labour, although it did not bring them to the land
(He only did that), brought them to themselves and to Him, and
there was leisure in the morning after a laborious and fruitless night to
dine with Him in plenty, because their labour had not been in vain
in Him.
FOLLOWER-ON.
THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund:" A Pilgrim" (per Miss £ s. d.
£ s. d.
L. Ormiston)
1 0 0 Isbell, Mr. T. A.
0 4 0
Cutler, Mr. J. ..
0 4 0 Luff, ~'liss M. ..
1 14 0
E. R.
1 0 0 Marsh, Mr. J. W.
1 0 0
Flegg, Mr. J. E.
0 5 0 Portch, Miss M.
0 2 0
G. (South Africa)
2 0 0 "R."
0 8 0
G. (South Africa)
Richardson, Mr. J.
0 4 0
(Second donation) .. 1 1 0 Wickham, Miss E.
0 3 0
Houghton, Miss E. N.
0 2 6 Wilson, Mr. T. J.
0 4 0
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THE QUEEN MARY AND DESECRATION OF THE
LORD'S DAY.
THE Morning Post for Monday, March 30th, records how March 29th
(the Lord's Day) was desecrated by 25,000 people, aided by motor
cars, aeroplanes, steamers, and eighteen special trains.
The newspaper report says: "No fewer than 25,000 people saw the
Cunard White Star liner the Queen Mary in dry dock at Southampton
yesterday.
" For nearly ten hours an almost endless stream of people walked
round her towering bulk, while Southern Railway officials maintained
a running commentary of information through loud-speakers.
" The pilgrimage started long before dawn. As early as half-past
three there was a line of fifteen motor-cars waiting for the dock gates
to open at 8 a.m. Then the stream of cars and people started to
move into the docks, and during the busiest period sixteen cars a
minute passed through the dock gates.
" Four cargo and passenger sheds, each 700 feet long, housed 3000
cars, and more than 1000 cars and motor-coaches were parked in
neighbouring roads.
" Eighteen special trains took 8000 people from many parts of the
country. Visitors also arrived by steamers from Cowes, Ryde, and
Portsmouth, while many aeroplanes containing sightseers continually
circled over the giant liner.
" The oldest spectator was a woman of ninety-two, who said, 'I
have never seen anything so wonderful,' as she gazed from a special
vantage point at the latest wonder of shipbuilding."
(The true Christian patriot can only say, "0 my God, I am
ashamed and blush to lift up my face to Thee, my God: for our
iniquities are increased over our head, and our trespass is grown up
unto the heavens" (Ezra ix. 6).-The Editor, GOSPEL MAGAZINE.)
TALKING OF A "CHANCE" OF SALVATION.
"SURELY the evil desert of llin, the just government of God, and
the unspeakable grace of salvation are all fatally out of mind when
men reason as to the proper procedure of God in bringing sinners to
salvation by the aid of analogies derived from the levelling politics
of the day. Shall we not fix it once for all in our minds that salvation
is the right of no man; that a' chance' to save himself is no' chance'
of salvation for any; and that, if any of the sinful race of man is
saved, it must be by a miracle of Almighty grace, on which he has no
claim, and, contemplating which as a fact, he can only be filled with
wondering adoration of the marvels of the inexplicable love of God?
To demand that all criminals shall be given a ' chance' of escaping
their penalties, and that all shall be given an 'equal chance,' is
simply to mock at the very idea of justice, and no less, at the very
idea of love."-(Professor Warfield's " Plan of Salvation," pp. 101-102.)
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WALLFLOWERS.
THE garden at the Parsonage was not a large one, and it was laid out in
an old-fashioned formal way, with gravel paths between the beds;
but it was much appreciated by the family, and was the scene of many
games. The care of the garden was divided up among the children;
and as Frances was one of the younger ones, she had no part in the five
box-edged beds in the middle, but had for her share a piece under the
wall reaching from the swing to the railings of the back area. With
this she was quite content, especially as her plot included a little tree
that bore lovely pink roses year after year; but she did not like the
ugly iron railings that bounded her garden at one end. So she conceived the plan of digging up the gravel in front of the area, and thus
extending her garden in a narrow piece at right angles to the rest of it.
The notion being duly approved, Frances enlisted the help of her
brothers, and with much labour and toil they dug up the hard gravel
in a strip before the railings. Now what to put in ~ It must be something hardy, for it must be satisfied with a bit of dug-up gravel for soil;
it must grow quickly, for Frances had very little patience; and it must
have colour and perfume. Frances scarcely thought at all before she
decided what would meet all these requirements. Wallflowers were
the very thing, she was sure; not the yellow kind, splashed with red,
for there were already some of these belonging to a very ancient stock
in other parts of the garden; no, Frances set her heart upon the deepred variety. With much satisfaction she expended a penny on a
packet of seeds marked" Wallflowers-blood-red," illustrated by a
showy picture of the full-grown flowers. In went the seeds, and quite
as soon as even Frances could have hoped for, up came the seedlings.
They grew and flourished in a most thriving manner, and before long,
to the intense satisfaction of the little gardener, it came about that
anyone approaching the area end of the garden would be attracted
at once, not by the ugly railings, but by the lovely dark red velvety
blooms of Frances's wallflowers.
I think Frances was wise to choose wallflowers, for it is one of the
hardiest plants. As its name implies, it grows on walls and in other
places where there is the most unlikely soil; and no amount of neglect
on the gardener's part will kill it. There must be a very lively germ
in that little seed to produce such a sturdy growth. It is like the living
seed of the Word of God, which sometimes takes root and bears fruit
in the most barren soil. You would think the heart of the captain of
a slave-ship was stony ground enough; yet the seed of the Word sown
in John Newton's heart was ripened by the grace of God to bring forth
fruit a hundredfold. A Christian worker sometimes gets downhearted
and discouraged because he does not see the fruit of his labours, but
he should ask himself, " Is it really the living seed that I am sowing ~ "
Paul planted, Apollos watered, but it was God Who gave the increase.
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There is no room for despair if we sow the seed of the Word of God, for
if the Holy Spirit wills, it may take root in the hardest of soils. The
mistake is to try substitutes for the right seed. I knew a girl at College
with me who was very interested in Missions, and who intended to go
out to India herself when she had taken her degree; but she thought
the religions of the East were as good as Christianity, and all she meant
to take to the heathen was education and social reform. There would
be no life resulting from such seed. Let us return more and more to
the scattering of the living seed of the Word of God, and wait upon Him
for the harvest.
The wallflower is not only hardy; it is a plain homely flower, not
flaunting itself with the proud blooms of culture in the noble grounds
of a mansion, but hiding itself away among the old-fashioned flowers
of the cottage garden, among the stocks and mignonette and columbines
and marigolds, content with a lowly place. "Not many mighty, not
many noble, are called: but God hath chosen the foolish things of the
world." "Poor in spirit," " contrite and humble," " poor and needy"
-these are among the titles of the followers of the meek and lowly
Jesus, of Him Who was despised and rejected.
Like many other old-fashioned flowers, the wallflower has a beautiful
scent. That fragrance betrays the presence of the wallflower even
in the dark-a sweet-smelling savour which reminds the children of God
of the way in which He " manifests the savour of His knowledge by
us in every place; for we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ." The
hyssop, which also grew on walls, had an aromatic fragrance which
spoke to the Israelites of purification. "Purge me with hyssop, and
I shall be clean." When the children of Israel were in bondage in
Egypt, the father of each family, having killed the passover lamb, had
to take a bunch of hyssop, dip it in the blood of the lamb, and strike it
on to the lintel of the door. Under the shelter of that blood, they were
safe from the destroying angel. So also our only shelter from the
wages of sin is to be found in the blood of the Lord Jesus shed on the
cross of Calvary. And even the lowly wallflower may lead our thoughts
to that cross, for it belongs to the Natural Order called Crucifera3,
because the petals and sepals ar~ arranged crosswise. Cruciferre means
the cross-bearing. "And He bearing His cross went forth into a place
. . . where they crucified Him."
I do not think the wallflower is mentioned in the Bible; but I read
the other day in a botany book that it is to be found growing wild" in
rocky places beside the Mediterranean Sea"; so it is quite possible
that Solomon, who "spake of trees, from the cedar tree that is in
Lebanon even unto the hyssop that springeth out of the wall," was
familiar also with the wallflower. It may have grown from the same
wall where he found the hyssop. And it may be that the Lord Jesus
Himself, Who told us to consider the lilies, and Who spoke of the
flowers of the field, saw also the wild wallflowers growing in the rocky
places beside the great sea.
DAMARIS.
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In ;ffarmortam.
THE LATE MR. ROBERT JOHN BOWKER,
OF EAST HAM.
(Oommunicated. )

ROBERT JOHN BOWKER was born in Preston, Lancashire on June 20th,
1853. His father, Mr. Robert Bowker, was a schoolmaster who,
though a member of the Church of England, in later years became a
strict Baptist minister. Robert John Bowker in his boyhood often
accompanied his father on his preaching engagements, and thus became
well acquainted with his native county and the North of England
generally. He early learnt to love the grand doctrines of God's free,
sovereign grace, and as a young apprentice in Manchester he joined
the congregation at St. Jude's Church, where, as a teacher in the
Sunday School, he met in the person of Miss Hannah Morris, a fellow
teacher, the lady who some years later became his wife. When a
young man Mr. Bowker became a reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
and would often recommend it to other Christians. It was through
Mr. Bowker that the one who pens these lines was first introduced
to its pages when working in his first curacy in the parish of St. Saviour,
Forest Gate, and he would like to pay humble tribute to the memory
of his faithful friend who nearly twenty-four years ago was used to
"expound unto him the Word of God more perfectly." Would that
every young curate to-day had the privilege of like helpful lay friendships! For some twenty-seven years previous to his retirement in
1929, Mr. Bowker's employment necessitated his living in London,
where in the East End he again became an earnest Sunday-School
teacher and often preached the Gospel in the open air. He was a
diligent student of European history, and his knowledge of the Holy
Scriptures was deep. As an understanding Protestant he supported
the Church Association, and according to his means he was generous in
his giving to several worthy causes. His love for the essential Scriptural Protestantism of the Church of England caused him to take an
active part in opposing the proposed revision of the Book of Common
Prayer in 1927-28. When advancing age and increasing infirmity
made it quite impossible for him to walk the necessary three miles to
attend a truly Evangelical ministry on the Lord's Day, he found
spiritual comfort in the sermons of the Evangelical Revival period,
articles in the English Ohurchman, and in the pages of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE. The writings of the esteemed Editor of the last-named
were often referred to by him as of especial helpfulness to his soul.
Robert John Bowker was called to " be for ever with the Lord" on
Dec. 30th, 1935. We remember him as an affectionate friend, and a
humble man of God. (Mr. Bowker's example in introducing the
Gospel Magazine to a minister might well be imitated. EDITOR.)
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MISS MARY JANE ATKINSON, OF LEAMINGTON SPA.
IN her ninetieth year, Miss Mary Atkinson was called to be with her
Lord on Feb. 15th, 1936. Born at St. Neots, Huntingdon, in 1846,
Mary Atkinson was privileged to be nurtured in a refined and godly
home. Her parents, the late Mr. and Mrs. Frederic and Kezia
Atkinson, gave their children a good education according to the
standards obtaining in those early Victorian days, but they were
much more concerned to bring them up in the love and fear of God.
We have often heard Miss Atkinson refer to the prominent place
which prayer and reading of God's Word held in the family's home life;
while the GOSPEL MAGAZINE was regularly read. Indeed, Miss
Atkinson was wont to take pride in the fact that her own grandparents were readers of this beloved periodical from its very earliest
numbers, and that in herself, a constant reader, the Atkinson family
had thus maintained an unbroken succession of readers of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE from the days of Augustus Toplady in 1766.
In 1863 the death of her father occurred, and his widow and children
removed to Eaton Socon, Bedfordshire, and it was between then
and 1878 (because of the Arminian doctrine taught in the Church
of England they then attended), that a spiritual asylum was found
temporarily among the Strict Baptists. In the latter year, Miss
Atkinson with her mother moved to Birmingham, where once again
the doctrines of Sovereign grace were enjoyed under a Church of
England ministry. As not infrequently happens, l\Iary Atkinson
found herself in early years in obstinate opposition to the truth of
salvation by God's free grace alone apart from the exercise of so-called
human free will. "I used to be proud," said she to the writer not
many months before her death, "and the doctrine that I must be
saved through God's electing love, or not at all, was humbling and
I disliked it. Gradually, however-I cannot say exactly how or
when-the Holy Spirit broke me down, and I, too, realized that I
was a needy sinner saved by grace." During the same conversation,
our late friend said, " If an inscription is written on my tombstone,
I should like it to be the simple words after my name, 'Saved by
Grace.' "
Between 1880 and 1914 Miss Atkinson several times visited the
Continent of Europe, travelling with friends exten iyely in France,
Italy, Switzerland, Austria, and Spain. It was probably due to this
that she held in such great abhorrence Romanism, and its counterfeit,
Anglo-Catholicism. Following upon her death, an intimate friend
wrote of her, "For her Protestant principles, I could believe she
would have gone cheerfully to her death, rejoicing she was counted
worthy of so great an honour. To her the wonder of her Redeemer's
love and completed sacrifice for sinners ruled out the possibility of
man doing anything towards his own salvation." The same lady
added, " She was indeed a humble follower of her Lord, having hourly
communion with Him, blessing Him for all His tender mercies."

-
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Another wrote, "Miss Atkinson's life revealed rich endowment with
Christian graces. Coming into her presence at any time, one was
conscious she knew God personally and intimately. She loved His
Word, in the truth of which she rested with perfect trust, 'strong
in the Lord and in the power of His might.' In counsel her judgment
was ever sound; strong and unmovable on all matters of principle,
she blended ready sympathy with helpful understanding."
When Miss Atkinson came to reside in Leamington thirteen years
ago, she definitely attached herself to St. Luke's Church, where she
became a whole-hearted, faithful supporter of the ministry there.
She was one of the most regular worshippers, morning and evening,
till within a comparatively short time of her death. She was a gracious,
true, generous friend, not letting her right hand know what her left
hand did-a gentle, unobtrusive saint.
H. R. H. H.

4SottesponlJrnc£.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND.-The Mission work continues to be encouraging,
although carried on with much difficulty due to ill-health. It is to all
those who have the love of their country at heart that the Mission
makes its appeal. A chaplain writes: "I have much pleasure to
acknowledge the safe arrival of five parcels of books which you have so
kindly sent. I shall be happy to place these at the disposal of our
sailors, and I can assure you that they will be enjoyed by the men
during their leisure. We greatly value your interest in our work and
the kindness which you show to us. It is with very deep regret that
I learn of your long illness, and you have my sincere sympathy. It
grieves me to think of your indisposition, but your constant remembrance of ot'hers indicates that you have the secret of happiness. May
you be spared long to labour for others even in your quiet life." I have
received this from the Trinitarian Bible Society in acknowledgment
of a £1 from the book-mission fund for part grant. "Thank you so
much for your very kind letter with gift of a £1. I send receipt herewith, appreciating so much this contribution, for I know there must
be an effort behind this, for it is very hard to get money for the Lord's
work. I notice you are not recovered, and I think you are indeed
wonderful to be able to pack the parcels with your afRictions, but I
feel sure without your beloved work you would seem lost. I trust
with God's blessing you may be kept to do His work for many years
yet." Will our friends remember the work and invalid worker in
prayer?
Yours sincerely,
R. E. BRIDER.
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown,
Bristol, 4, April, 1936.
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tBro!e£Jtant 16tacon.
BISHOP

KNOX ON THE REPORT
CHURCH AND STATE.

ON

IN the closing words of a pamphlet on the above subject Bishop Knox
says, " The Evangelicals have it in their power to keep the question
out of the Church Assembly by refusing to make any sort of compromise on Reservation and on changes in the Order of Holy Communion. If there is any value in pledges, the proposers of the Report
have pledged themselves to secure, as preliminary to all other action,
an agreement between representatives of the various schools of thought,
especially on Reservation and permissible deviations in the Order of
Holy Communion. It is the business of Evangelicals to make it absolutely clear that no kind of agreement between themselves and AngloCatholics is possible on these two points. Evangelicals have not chosen
these points as a battle-ground. It was the 1000 Anglo-Catholic priests
who chose them. They were chosen for the consequences which they
involved. The Anglo-Catholics desire these things as significant of
the claims of the Priesthood to build men up to a life of holiness and
salvation, through grace imparted by an Apostolically ordained Priesthood. They regard righteousness as obtainable by human effort
assisted by the grace of the Sacraments and the presentation of the
Sacrifice of the Mass. Evangelicals regard all humanly wrought
righteousness as worthless in the sight of God, and put their whole
trust in the righteousness of God, which is by faith. God, indeed,
be it said will all reverence, is not ruled or bounded by our Creeds.
Saving Grace is His gift, and He gives it to whom He will. We make
no narrow bounds to His power or His love. But, as taught by Him,
we Evangelicals reject wholly the Anglo-Catholic scheme of salvation,
and it is our duty to say so quite plainly and emphatically. Let there
be no repetition of the disastrous delusion which led the Bishops to
suppose that the Evangelicals would play fast and loose with their
Creed, or accept some hybrid, pleasing neither to God, nor to man. If
we say firmly that no compromise on these questions is possible, we
shall be acting charitably as well as firmly.
" It has not been possible to discuss in this pamphlet the various
proposals as to Church Courts, marriage, and the like, contained in the
Report. It is sufficient to make it clear that we do not accept the
Tractarian conception of the Church, and are convinced that the State
not only puts no obstacle in the way of our discharging our great duty,
the publishing of the glad tidings of salvation, but mightily assists us ;
also that we thank God that by His Providence we are protected by
the existing constitution of Church and State from the machinations
of those who, under the name of liberty, would once more impose upon
the Church the bondage of an apostolically descended 'Priesthood.'
E. A. KNOX, Bishop."
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CELEBRATING MASS ON CROSS-ATLANTIC STEAMERS.
" THE Church Union is presenting an altar to the Queen Mary, which
is being designed by Mr. Macdonald Gill. The Dean and Chapter
of Winchester are giving all the altar linen, and the vestments are
being designed by the Rev. W. G. de Lara Wilson, and made, for
the Union, by Miss Gertrude Malcolm Wood. Every provision,
including vesture and ornaments, will be provided for clergymen
desiring to celebrate the Holy Communion.
" The chalice and paten have been given by the Overseas Association
of the Church Union, and the wood for the altar has been presented
by the firm which is responsible for all the veneer work on the
Queen Mary.
" Ornaments for the altar, candlesticks, vases, cruets, missal stand,
pyx, altar cards, altar service books, and a Sanctus bell, are still
needed, and the Union appeals to the generosity of Catholics to supply
them. The cost of the altar complete will be about one hundred
pounds, and donations of money will be gratefully received.
" The Cunard White Star Line have also asked the Union to order
an altar for tourists and third-class passengers, and a portable altar
will be available for this purpose.
"The Society has provided altars on cross-Atlantic and cruising
steamers for the past four years, and many letters of appreciation
have been received. One priest, writing to thank the Society, said
that' for the first time I was able to celebrate the Mass in comfort.' "
-The Ohurch Times.
So the Oxford Movement develops, and the recent Church and
State Report wishes to accelerate this evil development, by obtaining
permission from Parliament to deal with spiritual matters in the
Church of England independently of Parliamentary control.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
IN acknowledging the receipt of the pension from the Society one
pilgrim wrote, " Many thanks for .the pension. Truly I can say it is
a great help to me, and I am truly grateful to the kind friends who so
kindly think upon me in my time of need, but I would thank my
Heavenly Father most of all for putting it into the hearts of God's
people, and I know He will reward and bless each one who gives of
their time and money to help the poor and needy ones of His family."
At the present time 1050 pensioners are receiving the benefit of the
Society, and their gratitude is an encouragement to continue such help:
" Blessed is He that considereth the poor."
The Annual Meeting of the Society will take place on Friday, May 1st;
Service, afternoon and evening, at the Baptist Chapel, Bexley, on the
7th; services at Castlegate Chapel, Grantham, on the lOth; at Salem
Chapel, Richmond, in the evening of the 14th; and at Zion Baptist
Chapel, High Wycombe, on the 27th.
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lltfble\l1S anll §lotices of 16oots.
JESUIT PLOTS AGAINST BRITAIN FROM QUEEN ELIZABETH TO KING
GEORGE V. By Albert Close. Pp. 190. Price 2/6. (Protestant
Truth Society, 31, Cannon Street, London, E.C.4.)
These Jesuit plots are" compiled from old state papers and recently
recovered Vatican documents, 300 to 400 years old."
One outstanding feature of this volume is the documentary proof
that many of the so-called Roman Catholic martyrs were put to death,
not for their religious convictions, but because of high treason. Another
feature is the photographs of the actual matter which appeared in
The Irish Press, of May 26th 1933. This matter included Count
Plunkett's letter showing that three weeks before the rebellious Rising
in Dublin of Easter, 1916, Count Plunkett was received in audience
by the then Pope, who " conferred his Apostolic Benediction on the
men who were facing death for Ireland's liberty." Another feature is
the revelation that the famous Michael Collins, the Irish gunman, was
a priest of the Church of Rome (p. 47, etc.).
Startling documents are printed in reference to the Sir Roger Casement's conspiracy during the War. Kensit's telegram to the Pope in
reference to the Canonization of More and Fisher, and the subsequent
correspondence are given on pages 174-177.
The whole volume is very valuable, and proves that the old antagonism to Romanism is dying out, and that the English press to a large
extent favours a friendly attitude towards the Vatican. The volume
strongly warns us against the evil of the British Government maintaining an Envoy to the Vatican.

SACRIFICE. By Roward Guinness, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. Pp. 80.
Price 1/-. (Inter-Varsity Fellowship of Evangelical Unions,
Chalmers Rouse, 43, Russell Square, London, W.C.!.)
The author of this pamphlet recently spent six years in visiting the
students of Universities in many parts of the world, "under the
auspices of the Inter-Varsity Fellowship of Evangelical Unions."
It is mainly, though not exclusively addressed to Christian students.
Its title and contents suggest there is need for an increasing amount of
self-denial and self-sacrifice in regard to obeying our Lord's command
to preach the Gospel to every creature.
Remembering that eight hundred millions of the human race are
ignorant of the Gospel, the author rightly thinks that far more selfsacrifice is needed, so that Christ's command may be obeyed. Re
mentions a young business man giving up £400 a year to become a
missionary, and a lady spending under 6s. a week on food and giving
£1000 for foreign missions. Re suggests that there is an enormous

The Gospel Magazine

229

amount of money spent on luxuries by Christian people which might
well be used for the Lord's work. Luxurious holidays, clothing, food,
cameras, cars, are referred to, and the failure of many to give even so
much as a tenth to the Lord's work. There can be no doubt that the
Christian Church as a whole is too much self-centred, and greatly
lacking in sympathy for the millions who are sitting in darkness and in
the shadow of death.
The second chapter on "Love" has much to say on friendships,
broken engagements, and unsanctified engagements.
The suggestion that young men and young women may become
comrades without the thought of marriage seems to us unnecessary,
unwise, and dangerous. We think also that too much is being made
of the need of sex-instruction by parents. Marriage, should, of course,
be only" in the Lord," but rules as to when it should take place should
in our view be elastic. What is good for one is not necessarily good
for another.
The third chapter is on "Discipline." Under this head he treats of
the use of time, answering letters, tidiness, reading, sleep, and eating.
He seems to hold that fasting is obligatory. We wonder if he knows
that the word fast does not occur in the Pentateuch, and that the only
obligatory" fast" under the law was on the day of Atonement. To
Christ it was said, " Thy disciples fast not."
In chapter iv he speaks of what he calls, " Crises of Sanctification."
He found himself studying till past midnight, and then unable to rise
early enough for his early morning "quiet times." This led to a
reformation in his habits. Despite these" crises," however, he found
there were constant needs of adjustment in his ways. He failed to
write to a sister for five years, was lacking in punctuality in answering
letters, and when writing notes on restitution found he had eight
separate things which he had not restored to their owners.
The closing chapter on "Power" leads us to say that Scripture
teaches that God pours out the Spirit abundantly on all the saved
(Titus iii. 5, 6), that the Spirit dwells in all believers without exception
(1 Cor. iii. 16), and that there is no need for elaborate rules about being
filled with the Spirit. In every special need the Lord will fill His
praying people with the power of the Spirit (Acts. iv. 29-31).

THE POCKET GUIDE TO :M:Ay MEETINGS AND TO LONDON, 1936. Post
free. Price Id. Pp. 104. (Mr. J. E. May, 14, New Bridge
Street, London, E.C.4.)
This is the thirty-seventh annual issue of Mr. J. E. May'e Pocket
Guide to May Meetings and to London. It is a wonderful pennyworth.
It contains particulars of the May Meetings and Sermons, Conferences
and Conventions, places of worship, places of interest in London, and
Religious and Philanthropic Societies. It has a large coloured map of
London, and concludes with a long article on " The Markets of London."
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METRICAL FAMILY RELIGIOUS CONVERSATIONS. By Francis Percival.
Pp. 106. Price 2/-. (Thynne & Co. Ltd., 28-30, Whitefriars
Street, Fleet Street, London.)
The title of this little volume describes its character. The author
is evidently a member of the Church of England, but he is in thorough
sympathy with Reformation principles. He strongly emphasizes the
finished character of our Lord's redeeming work and repudiates wholeheartedly the use of altars, the offering of the sacrifice of the mass, and
the priestly pretensions of Anglo-Catholic ministers. There are nine
Metrical Family Conversations on spiritual topics. The doctrine of
imputed righteousness is upheld, evolution is repudiated, and so are
also all the peculiar doctrines and practices of Anglo-Catholicism. A
special poem on the Oxford Movement occupies eighteen pages. The
author, however, takes what Spurgeon called the" extreme futurist"
view of prophecy.
SPIRITUAL VERSES OR SUNDRY POEMS. By R. G. Turner. Pp. 9l.
Price 1/-.
This little volume may be had from Thynne & Co. Ltd., 28-30,
Whitefriars Street, Fleet Street, London.
We have received:
COMMENTS ON THE REPORT OF THE ARCHBISHOPS' COMMISSION ON
THE RELATIONS OF CHURCH AND STATE. By the Rev. E. G.
Bowring, M.A. Price Id.
CONFESSION: ITs USE AND ABUSE. By the Rev. J. Stafford Wright,
M.A. Price 2d.
GIVING No OFFENCE. By Dr. Downer. Price 6d. a dozen.
All these are published by the Church Association, 13 and 14,
Buckingham Street, London, W.C.2.
We have also received:
THE VATICAN AND FASCISM. Price 2td., post free.
This is published by the Protestant Truth Society, 31, Cannon
Street, London, E.C.4.

"MANY will give God's Word the hearing, that will not lend it an
obedient ear."-Matthew Henry.
" THOUGH Providence do not yet perform the mercies you wait for,
yet you have no ground to entertain hard thoughts of God; for it
is possible God never gave you any ground for your expectation of
these things from Him. " -John FlaveZ.

